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The  Hoose  then  reaumed  the  coDrideraUoii 
(rf  the  reacdutioii,  tiered  hj  Mr.  UoDctfib. 

Mr.  Sktth,  of  Vimoia,  spoke  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution.  He  stud  the  object  of  the 
gentleman  frcnn  Sonth  Carolina,  who  had  in- 
trodaced  the  reaoluHonf  seemed  to  him  to  be 
the  KpptioKtifKi  oi  a  forfeitore  of  the  pay  of 
membon  for  the  parpoee  of  cnrtailiog  the 
length  of  the  session  of  Confess.  It  also  con- 
templated SB  imUrect  rednetaonof  the  per  diem 
ahowaaee  of  members.  He  ooofidently^  be- 
lieved it  wm  BO  part  of  the  pc^cy  of  that  gen- 
tlamia  (Mr.  IbiDuim)  to  seek  popolaritj  hy 
his  profMBitiaa;  Imt  he  helieved  him  mistakoi 
in  telwon  to  the  effbot  whieh  would  result 
fiom  its  sdoptiim.  He  believed  its  efTeot 
would  be  to  Uave  the  bosinese  of  legislation,  or 
throw  it  into  the  hands  of  less  oompetent  in- 
cambeotR.  It  went  upon  the  hjpouiesis  that 
me  hmidied  days  were  snfficnent  for  the  trans- 
■otifMi  of  the  public  business.  To  this  he  conld 
not  agree ;  its  admlasion  would  be  to  pass  con- 
demnation upon  thmr  predeceasorA.  The  la.st 
fire  searaons  of  Oongreas  had  averaged  one 
hundred  and  sizty-seTen  days;  and  all  experi- 
enee  proved  that  one  hondred  and  seventy 
dare  pv  floariom  were  neoeasaty.  It  should  be 
ooMUered  that  the  barfnoM  of  Oongress  was 
eoBtiraullj  faimanng,  on  aoeonnt  of  the  great 
*i  qneetiona  arising  before  them— the 
peuAaa  tystem,  the  international  improvement 
•78tflm,4e, 

Mr.  6.  saKl  he  did  not  believe  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  people  that  their  representatives 
should  legislate  for  them  without  pay  after  they 
have  bees  in  session  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dayB,  diould  th^  And  it  necessary  to  remain 
kmger.  He  also  oontMided  that,  dioold  this 
propoaitida  be  ad<q>ted,  the  members  in  ordina- 


ry cireomstanoes,  who  represented  the  true  ia- 
teresta  of  the  pec^e,  would  be  compelled,  in 
Justice  to  thdr  own  interest,  to  go  doom  as 
soon  as  their  pay  was  reduced;  and  there 
would  consequently  be  none  bat  the  aristoc- 
racy left  to  do  the  business  of  l^idation.  He 
held  it  bod  policy  to  render  tiie  repreeentatives 
of  the  people  at  all  dependent  by  a  curtailment 
of  their  pay.  It  drove  them  to  seek  relief  in 
Executive  patronage;  and'  he  could  refer  to 
hundreds  who  had  gone  into  post  offices,  In- 
dian agencies,  Ac. ;  and  he  deemed  Has  an  evi- 
dence that  they  were  insufficiently  provided  for. 
Mr.  6.  said,  if  the  pay  of  other  officers  of 
Government  were  redaoed  in  the  same  r^o,  Im 
would  orajsent  to  lednoe  the  pay  of  menuera 
to  rix  dollars  a  di^;  but  not  otherwise^ 

Xr.  S.  then  went  into  an  emalnaticm  <rf  the 
budnesB  which  has  been  done  this  seerion,  in 
oomparieon  with  that  transacted  during  former 
sessions.  He  oonduded  by  remarking  that  he 
believed  the  only  remedy  for  the  evil  com- 
plained o^  was  to  be  found  iu  short  speeches 
and  long  days*  sessions ;  and  he  moved  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  providing  tiiat, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  session,  a  motion 
to  a4joum  should  not  be  in  order  until  half 
past  four  o'clock. 

This  propoution,  involving  an  amendment  of 
the  roles  of  the  House,  aiuL  oonseqnently  re- 
quiring to  be  laid  one  day  on  the  tame,  was  da- 
cided  by  the  Speaker  not  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Stobhs,  of  New  York,  understood  the 
object  of  the  resolution  to  be  the  correction  of 
a  moral  evil,  the  existence  of  which  was  evi- 
dent. He  thought  it  would  be  a  reflection  on 
the  House  to  contend  that  it  could  not  bvnsaot 
all  the  essential  business  which  came  before  it 
in  four  months.  The  number  of  bills  which 
were  passed  at  the  long  sessions,  he  believed^ 
did  not  exceed  those  passed  at  the  short  ses- 
sionB.  He  referred  to  the  haste  with  which 
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bills  were  urged  through  on  the  last  ten  or 
twelve  days  of  the  session.  Of  th^  syBtem  of 
legislation  he  contended  there  was  no  necessit7, 
as  bills  conld  as  well  be  passed  ezpeditioasly  in 
tiie  middle  of  the  session  as  at  its  close.  He 
warned  new  members  that  they  wonld  witness 
the  same  scene  that  old  ones  had  become  accos- 
tomed  to.  He  believed  that  the  first  month  of 
the  session,  on  account  of  the  holidays,  was 

Kiodered  nearly  or  quite  useless ;  and  if  the  ses- 
on  was  to  he  shonenedj  it  should  be  by  meet- 
ing on  the  first  Honday  m  Jannaiy,  instead  of 
the  first  Monday  in  De<»mber.  The  rules  of 
the  Honse  did  not  properly  r^olate  its  pro- 
ceedings. They  continued  to  make  the  bills 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  while'that 
to-morrow  never  came.  The  resolution  which 
they  were  now  disonsfflng,  for  instance,  still 
occupied  the  hour  devoted  to  resolotions,  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  other  business.  The  jndiciaiy 
hill  had  been  thrown  aside  for  so  long  a  period, 
that  he  really  had  for^tten  what  question  was 
in  order  on  its  discussioD.  This,  too,  (said  Mr. 
S.,)  is  the  day  on  which  the  gentleman  from 
Temteasee  (Kr.  Bbu)  "was  to  bsve  introdnued 
his  bill  upon  the  sabject  of  oar  Indian  relations. 
Hr.  8.  ccmdnded  by  envressing  his  conviction 
that,  if  gentlemen  would  come  to  the  resolution 
to  cut  short  these  interminable  debates,  lop  off 
the  first  month  of  the  session,  assemble  on  the 
first  Uonday  in  January,  and  look  fbrward  to 
the  first  of  May  as  the  desirable  period  to  re- 
turn to  their  domestic  afi'airs,  the  public  busi- 
ness would  be  more  faithfully  pentHrmedf  and 
the  deprecated  evil  corrected. 

Mr.  CAHBirELENO  agreed  with  his  colleague 
(Mr.  Stobbb)  that  the  proper  mode  of  shorten- 
uuc  the  session  was  to  take  from  the  first  part 
(Oit;  but  he  ooiildnotj<^  in  the  charge  wnich 
had  BO  f^nenUy  been  made  agsdnst  this  House, 
partionlarly  of  a  want  of  vnergy  and  industry. 
He  wonld  defy  any  member,  no  matter  how 
long  he  might  have  held  a  seat  on  that  floor,  to 
point  to  any  former  session  when  twenty  and 
thir^  bills  had  been  passed  in  a  day  in  the 
middle  of  a  session,  as  was  the  case  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  last.  It  seemed  to  be  the  ^arlic- 
alar  desire  of  some  members  most  aninstifiahly 
to  find  &ult  with  this  Congress  in  distinction 
of  all  others.  While  he  was  up,  he  would  ask 
the  gmtleman  ftam  Uasaachnsetts  (2fr.  Evnn^ 
kit)  to  modify  bis  amendmwt  so  as  to  fix  the 
termination  of  tbe'first  sesnon,  hereafter,  at  t^e 
IBth  of  April ;  which  was  aooepted. 
Mr.  EvEBXTT  accepted  the  modification. 
The  previous  question  was  then  demanded, 
and  the  Honse  oranred  the  main  qnestion  to  be 
pnt 

The  main  question,  being  on  the  vaeaaga  of 
the  resolution,  was  then  put,  and  dedded  in 
the  negative,  as  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Alston,  Angel,  Bailey,  P.  P.  B&r- 
boor,  Barnwell,  Baylor,  James  Blair,  John  Blair, 
Boon,  BrowD,  Gahoon,  Campbell,  Chilton,  Claiborne, 
Clay,  Conner,  Crawford,  DanieL  Desha,  Doddridge, 
Dn^rton,  Dodleyt  Dwight,  Ea^  EOawortb,  Tester, 
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CKhnore,  Gordon,  Hall,  Halsey,  Hammons,  Harrey, 
KsTiies,  Hubbard,  R.  H.  Johnson,  P.  King,  Lamar, 
Lewis,  Loy&ll,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Msgee,  Martin,  Mc- 
Coy, McDuffle,  Mitchell,  Nockolls,  Powers,  lUcbard- 
Bon,  Botne,  Shepard,  Speight,  Standifer,  TbonpeMi 
of  Oeonte,  Traoy,  Tresvant,  Tucker,  Teipluidt, 
Weeks,  WUte  of  New  Toik,  WickUflb— «1 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Arnold,  Barber,  J.  S. 
Barbour,  Banineer,  Bates,  Beekman,  Bell,  Bockee, 
Borst,  Bouldin,  Brodbead,  Buchanan,  Barges,  Bat- 
man, Garobreleng,  Gtiandler,  Clark,  Coke,  Colcnum, 
Condict,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowles,  Craig  of  Tirginia, 
Crane,  Crockett,  Crdghton,  Grocheron,  Crownin- 
shield,  Davenport,  Dans  of  Massacbnsetta,  Deberrj, 
Denny,  Dc  Witt,  Dickinson,  Duncan,  Evana  of 
Maine,  Everett  of  Vermont,  Flndlay,  Finch,  Ford, 
Forward,  Fry,  Qutfaer,  Qo6denow|  Gorham,  Green, 
Grennell,  Hemphill,  Hinds,  Hodges,  Howard, 
Hughes,  Hunt,  HunUngton,  IngersoU,  T.  Irwin, 
W.  W.  Irvin,  Isacks,  Jehna,  Johnson  of  Tenneeaee, 
Kendall,  Kinkud,  King  of  New  York,  Lea,  Le- 
compta,  Leiper,  Lent,  Letcher,  Midlar;,  Sbrtindale, 
Thomas  Maxwell,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCreerr,  Mcln- 
tire,  Monell,  Muhlenbetg,  Norton,  Overton,  Fearce, 
Pettis,  ^nerson,  Polk,  Potter,  Ramsey,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Rencber,  Rose,  Russel,  Scott,  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Semmes,  Sill,  S.  A.  Smith,  A.  &ajth,  Spen- 
cer of  New  York,  Sprigg,  Sunberry,  Stengere,  Ste- 
phens, Stem  of  New  York,  Storrs  of  Connecticut, 
Strong,  Sutherland,  Swift,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Teat, 
Thompson  of  Ohio,  Yance,  Yamum,  Tinton,  Wash* 
iogton,  Wayne,  Wbittiesey,  White  of  Loi^daiut, 
Wilson,  Yancey,  Young — 122. 

Topoffraphieal  Suneyt. 
The  bill  making  appropriations  for  cert^n 
surveys,  &o,,  was  then  taken  np  for  a  third 

'*Mr.^iOTiifPB  moved  to  amend  ihe  bill  In 

the  clause  appropriating  money  for  snrveys,  by 
adding  a  proviso,  that  the  sum  appropriated 
shonlo  be  expended  on  works  hwatofim  di- 
reoted,  or  which  may  be  directed,  hy  Mther 
House  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Clat  expressed  a  hope  that  the  limita- 
tion would  not  be  adopted,  and  asked  for  ib» 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  quesUon. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  HoDums,  Hr. 
Olat  withdrew  his  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  was  inunediately  renewed  by  Mr.  Wiok- 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  then  ordcoed. 

Mr.  Elibwobib  ei^reseed  his  hwe  tiiat  the 
amendment  wonld  not  be  adofrtea.  He  re* 
minded  the  Hotise  that  it  had  been  customary 
to  pass  an  appropriation  of  this  kind  annually ; 
and  he  denred  tixtX  it  be  applied  on  the  usual 
prlnaiple — that  the  same  discretion  which  had 
been  hitherto  given  to  the  proper  department 
in  the  disbursement  of  this  money,  shonld  still 
be  given  to  them.  He  argued  a^dnst  the  pro- 
posed change  as  inexpedunt,  o^nst,  and  un- 
reasonable. 

Mr.  McDtTFiB  repeated  the  oldectiona  he  had 
urged  against  this  Umitatifm  at  Uie  last  sea^n, 
when  a  similar  pnqpodtion  was  ne^pitiTed  1^  ■ 
vote  of  fimr  to  one.  If  tlds  limitation  shoold 
be  adopted,  every  member  will  have  his  own 
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peculiar  project  earned  throagh,  or  no  -propo- 
sitiona  will  pass.  Complaint  had  been  made 
that  tbe  works  began  were  not  national^  yet  it 
waa  proposed  to  oompel  the  Oovenunent  to 
oomiM^.  diein  instead  of  taking  ap  others 
wlueh  nUght  be  natioDAL  It  was  therefore  an 
nnreasoautle  propositioii,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  adopted. 

Ur.  WioELiFrE  defended  hie  amendment,  on 
the  ground  generally  of  the  abase  which  the 
present  mode  led  to,  the  unimportant  nature  of 
the  worls  which  it  enabled  members  to  pro- 
care  to  be  andertaken,  &c. 

Mr.  Maetdj  stated  that,  althongh  opposed  to 
the  fff  stem,  he  was  Btill  more  opposed  to  the 
aineadiaent,  in  its  present  form.  If  the  sys- 
tem was  to  be  continued,  he  was  for  leaving  its 
exercise  when  it  was  now,  to  the  Ezeoative. 
and  to  ke^  this  House  as  dear  as  posdble  of 
the  oDotentaon  and  the  a^tal^on  wbich  it  was 
credited  to  prodace  here.  He  then  moved  to 
imend  the  amendment,  by  striking  out  "or 
toch  ta  may  hereafter  be  directed  by  either 
Hoi»e  of  Oongress." 

Kr.  Ellbwobth  thonght  this  proposition  was 
exceptionable.  It  seemed  to  contemplate  that 
whenever  a  proposition  for  any  appropriation 
for  any  particnlar  work  is  made,  the  subject  is 
to  nnde^  a  disoossion  in  this  Hoose;  and 
members  are  to  be  called  on  to  decide,  with 
the  EDper6cial  knowledge  they  most  be  sup- 
posed to  possess,  on  the  preference  of  maldng  a 
surey  far  a  route  here,  over  that  for  a  route 
there.  He  b^ed,  therefore^  that  the  amend- 
ment wonld  not  prevail. 

Hi.  TEEZTiST  made  some  remarks  against 
the  eommitroept  of  a  disraetiw  to  the  depart- 
ments as  to  tl»  direction  of  any  surveys.  He 
widud  to  confine  the  appropriation  to  such 
cnrreTB  aa  have  been  commenced,  and  that  the 
Booae  ebonld  afterwards  decide  on  the  propri- 
ety of  new  ones.  He  argued  at  some  length-in 
explaoalion  of  his  views,  and  hoped  the  amend- 
mtat  lit  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
woold  not  be  ^opted. 

Hr.  Tnr  here  called  for  tiie  previous  qnes- 
tim,  bat  the  call  was  not  seoonded. 

Mr.  UistiH  explained  hia  own  views,  so  as 
to  remove  a  misconception  which  he  thought 
seemed  to  prevful  as  to  his  course. 

Ur.  Hall  opposed  Hie  whole  system,  the 
uiendment,  as  well  as  the  bill  itself.  If  he 
^  tbe  amendment  of  Ur.  HASum,  the  re- 
BMDder  of  Hr.  Wioeliffb'b  amendment  would 
tootaii  cnouj^  to  involve  aU  his  principles. 
He  could  vote  for  mme  of  the  qnestinu  pro- 
pose 

Mr.  ^EitcEB  mggested  that  many  surveys 
beeandered  by  Congress,  which  have  not 
Tet  been  oommaioed;  and  the  effect  of  the 
fteadnrnt  would  be  to  relieve  the  Ezecntive 
«i  an  rBBponsibHity  whatever. 

Ifr.  TnzvAiR  said  a  few  words  in  explanation. 

Vr.  TroEEB  moved  to  strike  oat  the  enact- 
i>%  wonla,  and  called  for  t&e  yeas  and  nays, 
■lueh  wore  ordered. 


[H.  or  R. 

At'  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  McDuffis,  Kr. 
TrcKSB  withdrew  his  motion  to  amend. 

The  amendment  moved  by  iSi.  MABmr  to 
the  amendment  was  then  negatived. 

Ur.  P.  P.  Basbodx  Bu^ested  a  modificatitHi 
of  the  amendment  so  as  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  either  House  of,"  so  as  to  read — shall  be  ^- 
rected^  Ckmgress. 

WumiFn  declined  to  accept  the  mo^- 
fication. 

Ur.  P.  P.  Babboub  then  moved  his  proposi- 
tion as  an  amendment. 

Ur.  Dbattoh  stated  that  his  opinion  had  al- 
ways been  that  the  act  of  1824,  authorinng 
this  expenditure  for  surveys,  was  unconstitu- 
tional. He  consequeatly  was  opposed  to  all 
appropriations  for  these  objects ;  bat  be  was  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  for  reasons  he  stated — 
the  chi^  of  whioh  waa,  that  it  wotdd  tend  to 
prevent  abuses  in  the  execution  of  the  act,  and 
contending  that  works  beginning  and  ending  In 
the  same  State  could  not  be  deemed  national, 
but  many  such  imder  the  present  system  had 
been  nndertaken. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BiBBOtJB  enforced  the  mopriety  of 
the  amendment  he  had  offered.  The  vote  of 
this  House  is  the  vote  of  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  while  that  of  the  Senate  is  the  vote 
of  the  representatives  of  the  States;  and  he 
wished  to  unite  both.  He  declared  himself  ut- 
terly opposed  to  the  whole  system,  and  every 
scheme,  Bttrvey,  and  appropriation  under  it 

Ur.  UsBOEB  advooE^»d  the  power  oi  the 
Qovermnent  to  make  these  surveya,  and  the 
practice  which  had  prevuled  under  that  pow- 
er, denying  peremptorily  that  it  bad  led  to  any 
abuses,  although  the  ^legation  was  so  often 
repeated,  and  argning  that  a  work  commencing 
and  ending  in  a  State  might  be,  and  often  was, 
strictly  national,  many  cases  of  which  he  cited : 
amongst  others,  he  maintained  that  if  a  line  of 
canals  from  Uaine  to  Georgia  was  a  national 
work,  any  part  of  that  line,  however  small,  is 
national.  The  whole  work  cannot  be  com- 
pleted at  once,  it  must  be  constructed  in  detail, 
and  in  parts.  The  Buffalo  and  New  Orleans 
road  he  con^dered  as  national,  whether  it  was 
cut  up  in  decimal  parts,  or  viewed  aa  a  whole. 
He  said  he  had  carefully  investigated  the  prac- 
tice of  the  department,  and  be  believed  it  to  be 
free  from  abuse.  Even  in  a  case  which  he  had 
foiu:  years  ago  considered  the  most  doubtful,  he 
had  subsequently  satisfied  himself  that  there 
was  no  ground  for  doubt  To  objections  on  the 
score  of  local  interests  being  too  iofiueutial,  he 
replied  that  in  time  of  war  it  was  as  important 
a  power  which  regulated  the  direction  of  an 
army,  as  that  which  gives  the  direction  of  a 
road.  The  western  part  of  the  State  of  Kew 
York  had  entirely  sprung  up  tmder  the  foster- 
ing influence  of  the  late  war,  as  millions  had 
been  expended  there  la  consequence  (tf  the 
march  of  troops.  Tet  no  one  oontended 
that,  in  that  case,  the  Government  ^onld  be 
controlled,  lest  the  local  interests  of  one  section 
should  be  preferred  to  those  of  another. 
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Hr.  Ambbobx  Spsnoxb  stated  that  the  qoefr- 
tion  as  to  the  power  of  the  CtoTemment  to 
make  these  snrreyB,  waa  settled  hj  the  act  of 
1824^  and  that  it  was  useless  now  to  make  it  a 
sabjeot  of  discussion.  He  was  opposed  to  im- 
ponng  upon  the  present  administration  a  limi- 
tation  wikich  had  not  been  imposed  upon  titeir 
predeceeaors.  He  declared  hmisdf  Mvene  to 
the  Mw«w*«^wi<imt  to  the  amendment,  as  well  as 
to  the  amwdment.  He  enressed  his  ooneor- 
renoe  in  the  Tiews  which  had  fidlen  firom  the  last 
weaker,  and  oontrorerted  the  idea  that  works 
confined  entirely  to  partioular  States  were 
neoessarilj  not  national,  oases  of  which  he 
cited. 

Hr.  iBvnr,  of  Pennf^lTsnia,  expressed  his 
hope  that  both  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Keotnoky,  and  that  of  the  gentieman 
from  YirginiafWotild  be  r^eoted. 

Mr.  Mauabt  contended  that  it  was  due  to 
the  President,  who  Is  at  the  head  of  the  mili- 
tary force,  to  ^ve  to  him  an  entire  command 
over  those  wcn-ks  which  are  connected  with 
the  ndlitaiT-  defence  of  the  cotmtry.  He  coold, 
m  the  exercise  of  that  power,  lead  to  more  foil 
and  more  satisfactory  r»olbB  than  we  can  ever  be 
brought  to  by  listening  to  the  contending  claims 
oi  c(»flicting  interests  in  the  House.  There 
was  no  reason  for  Impodng  this  limitation  on 
the  present  Executive. 

Hr.  fiABBOiaBB  said,  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  could  only  lead  to  a  mnltiplieataon 
of  surveys ;  and  he  argued  briefly  to  ehow  the 
inexpediency  of  the  amendments.  Deeming  it 
useleaa,  however,  to  consome  more  time  in  de- 
bate, he  demanded  the  previous  question — ^yeas 
66.  The  number  was  insufficient. 

Mr.  Tdokb  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  amendmeDt  of  Hi.  Banoint,  hot  they  irere 
refosed. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  then 
negatived:  yeas  73 — ^nays  96. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  WiOEUSTK,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative: yeas  75-Haays  111. 

Mr.  WiLLUHs  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  hill,  which  were 
ordered:  yeas  121 — nays  64. 


Thobsdat,  April  1. 
Buffalo  and  Jfew  OrUan$  Road. 

Mr.  OoKB,  of  Virginia,  deUvered  hb  views  in 
opposition  to  the  bilL 

Hr.  Ibwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  sud,  that  the 
remarks  which  had  been  made  by  several  gen- 
tlemen who  had  taken  part  in  the  debate,  nad 
induced  him  to  depart  from  a  resolution  he  had 
formed,  of  merely  giving  a  silent  vote  in  favor 
of  the  biU.  Bat  (said  Mr.  I.)  as  I  am  not  will- 
ing that  any  portion  o£  the  people  of  my  native 
State  shall  remun  under  the  imputation  of  be- 
ing inflnenced  solely  by  local  ooiuddnatioos, 
regardleia  of  prindple  and  tlie  true  interests  of 
the  country,  in  the  support  which  they  or  their 


representatives  g^ve  to  the  bill,  I  win  ask  the 
indolgenoe  of  the  oommittee,  while  I  submit 
some  of  the  views  which  have  been  impressed 
on  my  mind  in  relation  to  it.  The  constito- 
1i<msl  qnestion  whitdi  has  been  so  fre^|nent]y 
discussed  in  this  House  on  former  ooeasiona,  it 
is  not  my  intention  to  notioe.  I  consider  it 
deliber^wy  establidied  by  racoeesive  acts  tit 
l^slation  fat  a  seiiee  of  yoar^  and  by  pnbfio 
t^nioii,  \ff  which  I  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stiood  to  mean  the  <^diiion  of  a  single  ooogrM- 
sional  district,  nor  ^  a  State,  but  that  grest 
and  abiding  opinion  of  a  m^orit^  of  the  people 
<^most  the  States  of  the  Union,  repeatedly 
expressed  after  long  deliberation,  resulting  in 
a  settled  oonvioticai  that  the  constitution  has 
given  to  Congress  fall  and  complete  control 
over  the  subject,  limited  only  by  th^  ^scre- 
tion,  in  legislating  for  the  pnbllo  w^fiue.  Here 
it  should  be  suffered  to  reiA,  for  the  mind  of  man 
cannot  give  it  any  additional  li^t.  It  fass 
been  saU,  sir,  tbaL  at  a  former  session  oi  Con- 
gress, it  waa  only  dengned  to  make  a  natioiul 
road  from  this  dtj  to  New  Orleans^  hot  that 
the  frieuds  of  the  measure,  despairing  (tf  being 
able  to  pass  tiie  bill  in  tiiat  shape,  determined 
to  enlist  other  interests,  and  tlurt;  the  sectionil 
feelings  of  the  peoite  of  the  interior  (rf  Fenn- 
sylvama  oould  oe  bron^t  into  action,  by  ex- 
tending the  road  through  that  State  to  Bonalo. 
It  was  not  left  merely  to  inference,  but  it  was 
broadly  asserted  that  the  approbation  of  the 
people  of  Pennsylrania  to  tLe  meesore  could 
be  obtuned  in  no  other  way,  and  that  the  na- 
tional interests  would  be  the  least  part  of  their 
concenL  The  assertion  is  mufonnded ;  I  trost 
I  m^  be  enaied  for  saying  that  no  part  of  this 
Uniw  is  less  affected  by  seotiraal  oonridera- 
tions^  more  patriotic,'  or  more  tmly  devoted  to 
the  welfare  of  their  country,  than  are  the  peo- 
ple of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  among  the 
fir#t  to  maintain  the  true  doctrine  of  our  repub- 
lican institatioDs;  they  dierish  them  as  the 
means  of  individual  happiness  and  natdooal 
prosperity,  and  they  will  atm^Ie  long  before 
they  will  suffer  than  to  be  impaired  by  refined 
and  narrow  consteuctions.  The  power  to 
make  roads  and  canals  for  national  purposes, 
th^  have  asserted  to  belong  to  this  Govern- 
ment in  thdr  asaenriUies  to  discuss  the  qoestioD, 
by  legislative  enaetmcii^  and  the  Totas  oi 
their  repreeentativei  on  tms  floor.  Fotdo  self- 
iah  ponwee,  tHr,  but  because  tiiey  believed,  and 
still  b^Uve,  that  the  proroerify  of  the  country, 
if  not  its  very  existence,  depend^  npos  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  power.  That  State  has  never 
asked  from  Congress  any  thing  for  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  althongh  she  was  the  first 
to  embark  extensively  in  them ;  she  relied  on 
her  own  resources,  and  has  expended  more 
money  on  roads,  bridges,  and  canals,  than  any 
o&er  State  in  this  Uni<m.  Whrai  it  is  recol- 
lected that  she  has  been  second  only  to  another 
State  in  her  ocmtritmlions  to  the  national  rev- 
enue; Oat  ahe  his  aaked  nothing,  and  got 
nothing,  for  works  of  a  load  character;  vbeo 
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■h«  bis  preasod  upon  this  QoTeismeDt  the  ne- 
oeaitj  <^  q>proprutiiiff  monej  for  internal  im- 
proT«iBeDts  of  national  importanoe,  there  will 
U  DO  room  to  conolnde  that  her  pMple  are  in- 
flDoiflsd  hf  tooional  eoni&dantiooa.  Ho,  her 
W^oTt  to  theaa  aibtmam  has  ft  noUar  v^f^ ; 
demy  impreaed  with  flie  fiD|Nictaiiw  of  this 
Union  to  HMx  safety  and  happinoM,  and  be- 
liniac  tiiat  ito  {meenraUoD  o^Moda  inainlr 
npoB  dt  ftailitiea  for  internal  oommeroe, 
irill  alw^  be  fonnd  in  favor  of  mj  meana  hj 
wluch  objects  BO  desirable  can  be  best  accom- 
plished. Yot  I  claim  for  them  no  virtue  that 
13  not  OMunon  to  their  fdlow-dtizeos  of  other 
8utea:  for  I  must  b^ere  that  ^e  account 
vMdi  «HM  of  the  gentlemeo  have  given  of  the 
meus  }>j  which  oertfun  pecple  have  been 
broo^t  to  advocate  the  bill  before  w,  is  drawn 
froffl  the  faigiiiatwii.   True,  jon  find  in  everr 
oomma^tj'  a  few  who  are  loat  to  all  sense  of 
paUie  virtue^  and  whose  sordid  pesrions  pre- 
pue  diem  finr  oomq>t  praodoea.  Bat  ibat  any 
coB^derahle  porUon  of  the  people,  whose  ^a- 
tticta,  as  has  been  said,  have  no  aooner  present- 
ed to  thm  the  golden  bait,  than  they  abandon 
fixed  prinemlea,  and  ado|>t  new  dot^inM,  and 
thit  Hieee  feelings  are  oommonioated  to  their 
repreeratatives  on  this  floor,  who  are  moved 
ud  goTcroed  by  them,  is  what  I  am  not  will- 
ing to  mdit.   8nch  suggestions,  made  m  this 
body,  vitii  no  better  foundation  for  them  than 
vdOa,  lead  to  the  most  iigarioiu  oonseqaeoces. 
If  opioioQS  on  constitutional  qoestioas  are  to  be 
if  men  have  beotHna  so  flexible  as  to 
ba  si^td  only  hj  motiTCS  vUch  address 
tbenadTiatothsar  private  interests,  what  se- 
tmilj  is  there  for  the  oontiimanoa  of  onr  r«- 
patkliMo  uutttationsl     Our  wh(de  politioa] 
edifies  lerts  npon  the  virtue  and  int^igenoe  of 
thepMite;  ud,  if  it  be  <Hioe  admitted,  that  all 
questions  of  etmstitutional  power  may  be  set- 
ued  by  an  ^peal  to  the  base  aad  soi^d  pas- 
tasm  ot  oar  nature,  we  shall  find,  like  the  fool- 
mu,  that  we  have  built  onr  house  in  the 
aandjiad  that  in  some  party  tempest  it  will 
bU  to  [deees.   Bat  these  {nctares  of  sappoeed 
cbingH  of  opinion  have  been  drawn  from  the 
Mr*  Hw  great  mass  of  the  peoide,  whose 
iBtemti  ware  to  be  eflbeted  by  internal  im- 
inraanti,  oonld  not  have  bem  informed  of 
*aj  eomtitQtifaial  impediments ;  and,  if  they 
■tercM  to  satisfy  thenywlves,  tbey  did  not 
■Kd  ai^.  lit  no  cmklitiGn  of  life  are  men  prone 
to  tneble  themselves  aboat  matters  which  do 
M  isBnediately  affeot  them,  particularly  sach 
uitfure  labor  to  understand.   But  a  spirit  of 
IjitBtpriBfl  begets  a  disposition  to  inquire,  and 
uist  paetslly  results  in  the  expression  of  opin- 
xw>  vliidi  many  mistake  for  new  doctrines  in 
^fV^^Saa  to  those  which  were  Buppmed  to 
PKnfl.  This  is  the  most  rational  solution  for 
tu  emtinned  increase  of  the  friends  of  internal 
wproveineot,  witboat  imputing  to  aayportion 
ofonrpeop^dacelictionfffprinolple.  ']\>8how 
1^  tbs  ttnftnring  of  benieflto  oamiot,  in  the 
infiaeace  members  <m  this  floor,  when 


[H.  o»  E. 


opposed  to  oonstitutioDal  scruples  or  views  of 
expeAency,  we  have  the  declarations  of  several 
gentlMuen  from  Yii:^ia  who  have  taken  part 
in  this  debate  in  (niporation  to  the  btIL  'niey 
have  said  that,  if  the  road  were  to  pass  through 
thdr  ftIm^  they  would  of^MMe  H:  nay:  onettf 
:  them  has  guM  eo  far  w  to  lay,  while  he  cmn- 
pbisedof  UM  mMqual  distrihation  of  the  pub> 
lie  revemua  which  the  mtem  of  internal  im- 
jHovwncsit  gave  rise  to,  uiat  the  rights  of  his 
State  wwe  violated  by  an  expropriation  of 
money  to  a  company  which  that  State  had  in- 
corporated for  making  the  Dismal  Swamp  Ca- 
nal. Oan  we  want  stronger  evidence  of  a  dis- 
interested n>irit  which  would  reject  the  pater- 
nal hand  of  the  Glovemment,  which  was  ex- 
tended only  to  confer  among  its  people  ite  ben- 
efita  and  its  bounties  t  If  so,  there  are  kindred 
filings,  I  am  told,  further  south,  and  that  at 
this  sesNon  we  riuU  have  tdH  pro«  <tf  %  But 
it  is  mneoessazy  to  add  more  to  oontnuKot  »• 
sertikms  unsDppfvted  by  evidmoe. 

After  listenmc  to  the  argaments  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vu^nia,  (Hr.  BAUMnm,)  who 
opened  the  delwtte  in  oppontion  to  the  Ull,  I 
was  forcibly  struck  with  the  ccmtrast  which 
tiiey  presented  to  the  sound  doctrines  d  ib/o 
old  Virginia  school.  The  Washingtons,  the 
Jeffersons,  and  the  Madisons — the  fathers  of 
the  republic.  WhOe  their  lessons  oi  political 
wisdom  took  deep  and  permanent  root  in  Penn-' 
sylvania,  and  in  most  of  the  States  oi  this 
Union,  they  hive  been  &ted  to  be  demised  and 
r^eeted  by  the  modem  poUddans  <h  the  an- 
cient domini<Hi.  As  early  as  1790,  Frendent 
Washington,  in  fulfilling  the  oonstitutdonal  in- 
junction to  reowunend  to  Ck^ngress  such  meas- 
ures as  he  should  judge  necessary  and  expe- 
dient, says,  "  that  the  safety  and  interest  of  the 
people  require  that  they  should  promote  such 
manufactures  as  tend  to  render  them  independ- 
ent of  others  for  essential,  partioulariy  military 
supplies,"  and  "of  giving  effectual  encourage- 
ment as  well  to  the  introduction  of  new  and 
useful  inventions  from  abroad  as  to  the  exer- 
tions of  skill  and  genius  in  crodocing  them  at 
home ;  and  of  fiscilitating  tne  interoourse  be- 
tween distant  parts  of  our  country."  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, In  an  onpnUidied  letter  to  a  near  rela- 
tive of  my  fiieoA  and  colleague  (Mr.  Leipkb,) 
dated  in  January,  1809,  says  that  he  "  had 
latdy  inonloated  the  auoimigement  of  manufoo* 
tures,  to  the  extent  of  our  own  consumption  at 
least,  on  all  articles  of  which  we  raise  the  raw 
mattnial ;"  that  "  its  enemies  say  that  the  iron 
which  we  mi^e  must  not  be  wrought  here  into 
ploughs,  axes,  hoes,  &o.,  in  order  that  the  ship 
owner  may  have  the  profit  of  carrying  it  to 
Europe,  and  brining  it  back  in  a  manufactured 
form ;  as  if,  after  mannfactming  our  own  raw 
materials  for  onr  own  use,  there  should  not  be 
a  surplus  produce  sofBcient  to  employ  a  due 
proportion  of  navigatiw  in  carrying  it  to  mar- 
ket, and  exohangmg  it  fin-  tho»  artides  of 
which  we  have  not  the  raw  material."  In 
1816,  the  same  gentleman,  in  aubetanoe,  repeats 
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the  same  opinions.  Sir,  I  hope  to  be  pai^ 
doned  for  notidng  a  sabject  m  this  debate 
vhich  does  not  Intimately  belong  to  it;  bat 
the  GOEaiDple  was  Buown  hj  several  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  spoken  on  the  other  code.  la 
tmth,  the  enemies  of  the  protecting  system  in 
Hob  Honse  have,  on  fieveral  occasions,  however 
unwarranted  by  the  subject  in  dUsoassion,  in- 
dulged themselves  in  no  measured  language  in 
denouncing  the  existing  tariff.  There  seems  to 
be  a  morbid  sensibility  in  the  minds  of  mem- 
bers from  the  South,  on  this  question,  which, 
at  least  in  my  hearing,  has  hitherto  prevented 
a  dispassionate  examination  of  it.  Fortunately 
for  its  friends,  experience  has  proved  that  a 
wiser  act  was  never  passed.  Our  latest  advices . 
from  abroad  have  biformed  us  that  in  every 
part  of  Europe  active  measure?  are  in  openition 
for  the  protection  of  th^  domestic  industr/. 
Had  we  done  nothing,  therefore,  to  countervail 
foreign  commercial  regulations,  our  condition 
would  have  been  worse  than  colonial  vassalage. 
Glentlemen,  in  depicting  the  effects  of  the  tariff 
policy,  have  been  mided  by  imaginary  evils, 
for  the  Bake  of  maintaining  favorite  theories ; 
we  know  enough  of  human  nature  to  be  con- 
vinced that  the  pride  of  opinion,  like  the  pride 
of  anthorship,  is  often  the  roling  passion,  and 
that,  rather  than  abandon  dogmas  which  men 
have  cherished  and  nuuntained  from  yonth  to 
age,  they  would  see  the  &irest  portions  of  oar 
Iwid  visited  with  deci^,  ruin,  uid  desolation. 
To  what  extravagant  lengths  nave  their  meta- 
phyncal  refinements  up<Mi  oonstitational  power 
arrived  >  They  say  that  we  ore  not  authorized 
to  provide  for  the  safety  of  our  navy  and  mer- 
cantile marine,  in  entering  our  harbors,  by  the 
erection  of  light-houses,  beacons,  piers.  &c.,  nor 
to  build  safe  and  commodious  harbors  for  them ; 
that  we  have  no  power  to  promote  edacation, 
literature,  and  science,  by  the  appropriation  of 
public  money ;  that  we  cannot  apply  the  pnblic 
ibnds  to  relieve  individual  calamity ;  that  we 
cannot  protect  our  domestic  manufactures  by 
bnpost  duties;  and,  finally,  that  we  have  no 
anthority  to  expend  any  part  of  the  na^on^ 
treasure  in  making  roads  and  canals,  nor  even 
a  ri^t  to  aid,  by  appropriations,  companies  in- 
corporated by  a  State  I  Of  what  value  would 
onr  Government  be  to  us,  stripped  of  these 
powers?  I  am  free  to  declare  mat  it  would 
not  answer  the  great  purposes  for  which  it  was 
instituted,  that  it  would  be  unworthy  the  affec- 
tions of  the  American  people,  and  that  the 
sooner  it  was  dissolved  the  better. 

Permit  me,  now,  to  turn  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  a  better  commentary  upon  the 
power  of  this  Government  to  construct  roads 
for  national  j)urposes,  than  all  the  refined  arga- 
menta  we  have  heard  from  the  other  side.  It 
has  not  been,  I  believe,  before  noticed  since  the 
aession  it  W90  introduced  Into  Congress.  It 
must  be  taken,  conriderhug  the  source  from 
which  it  emanated,  as  conclnnve  on  the  con- 
stitutional question.  In  Febmary,  1796,  Hr. 
Hadison  introduced  a  resolution  in  the  House 
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of  fiepresentatives  for  the  ^pointment  of  ft 
oommittee  to  report  a  bill  anthoriang  the  Flree- 
ident  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  emn- 
ined,  and,  where  necessary,  to  be  Emrveyed,  the 
gfswral  route  most  propw  for  the  trancportap* 
tion  of  the  mail  between  Maine  and  Geoiigia, 
with  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  making  aaid 
road.  On  the  third  of  May,  of  the  same  year, 
Mr.  Madison  presented  the  following  bill,  which 
afterwards  passed  the  Honse  without  a  division : 

"  Be  it  maeted,  &e.  Th&t  the  Presidcat  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  ia  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  examined,  and,  where  necessary,  to  be 
surveyed,  the  routes  most  proper  for  the  transport- 
ation of  the  mail  between  the  following  placeia,  to 
wit :  Portland,  in  Mune,  Boflton,  New  York,  Phila- 
delphia, WilnUngton,  BalUmore,  (Sty  of  Washing- 
ton, Alexandria,  Frederickabun,  Richmond,  lUleim, 
LouisvUle,  and  Savannah,  in  Georgia;  and  Ukat  ne 
cause  a  report  of  such  examinatioa  and  survey  to 
be  laid  before  CongreSB,  together  with  an  estimate 
of  the  expense  necessary  for  rendering  said  routes 
the  established  routes  for  the  transportation  of  the 
maiL" 

The  second  section  appropriates  five  then- 
sand  dollars  for  defraying  the  ezpenaea  of  the 
examinations  and  surveys. 

It  will  be  seen,  sir,  that  this  bill  not  only 
provides  for  surveying  the  route  of  a  road  from 
one  extreme  of  the  then  Union  to  the  other, 
passing  through  all  its  principal  dtaes  ai^ 
towns,  bnt  it  requires  an  estimate  of  Hie  ex- 
pense to  be  madefinr  rendering  the  routes  men- 
tioned the  established  routes  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail.  It  contempl^es,  in  clear  lan- 
guage, the  construction  or  making  of  post  roads 
under  the  authority  of  Congress.  Let  me  now 
ask  whether  the  warmest  advocate  for  internal 
improvement  ever  insisted  on  a  greater  latitude 
of  constructive  power  of  the  constituti<m  than 
is  contained  in  the  principle  of  this  bilL  It  not 
only  goes  the  full  length  of  all  that  we  now 
contend  for,  but  it  sustams  every  position  which 
has  been  disputed  in  this  House  heretcMTore.  It 
authorizes  surveya  and  the  making  of  roads,  and 
it  assumes  jurisdiction  withont  uie  conBoit  of 
the  States.  When  we  consider  that  this  exten- 
sive project  was  introduced  but  a  Aort  time 
after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  by  a 
man  who  was  chiefly  instramental  in  its  crea- 
tion, who  labored  to  defend  it  with  as  mnch 
zeal  mid  ability  as  any  who  lived,  that  it  was 
adopted  by  a  body,  without  a  divimon,  who 
probably  better  understood  the  extent  of  the 
powers  intended  to  be  granted  than  any  which 
has  succeeded  .it,  will  it  be  believed  that  it  con- 
tained an  assumption  of  powers  not  granted, 
and  that  it  violated  the  rights  of  the  States  ? 
It  has  be^  reserved  for  politicians  of  the  pres- 
ent day  to  make  this  (uscovery — men,  whose 
ingenuity  and  eloquence  we  may  adnUre,  bnt 
whose  nice  and  subtle  distinctions,  mystifica* 
tions,  and  abstractions,  cannot  be  ewly  nnder- 
stood  by  those  who  pretend  to  nothing  more 
than  plain  common  sense.  Fot  us,  who  desire 
nothing  more  than  that  the  reaouroeB  ffifonr  ooun- 
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try  tiball  be  developed  and  brought  into  full 
activity,  we  are  content  to  follow  the  path 
which  the  statesmen  of  the  revolotion  have 
stetched,  convinced  that,  by  steadily  poraoinK 
it,  we  shall  beat  attain  the  olfieotB  of  uw  Bodu 
compact. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Hi.  Basboub) 
says  that  the  bill  under  otmuderation  oont^s 
a  new  priiunpl^  not  known  before  in  this 
^Hue,  sad  wA  we  are  about  to  take  "  a  new 

UtitQde  and  departure."  He  oonKidered  the 
Cumberland  road  as  affording-  no  precedent, 
bectose  it  was  the  result  of  an  agreement  be- 
tween Ute  States  of  which  the  Northwestern 
Tctrntory  was  composed  and  this  Government, 
by  wla<di  two  per  cent  arising  from  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  was  to  be  employed  in  mak- 
ing roads  leading  to  and  throogh  those  States. 
Yet  it  will  be  recollected  that  the  gentleman 
distinctly  admitted  a  position  taken  by  my 
fiiend  and  eoUeagne,  (Mr.  Heicthill,)  that  the 
consent  of  tlie  States  was  not  to  be  regarded, 
IS  they  oonld  not  confer  my  power  on  Oon- 
grees,  excqit  in  the  eases  mraitioned  in  the  oon- 
AitiiUm,  and  that  evMr  other  oomiuct  between 
tiiem  was  a  mdli^.  nitii  this  admission,  I  can- 
not understand  how  he  can  att&oh  luiy  impor- 
tanoe  to  the  ^reement  respecting  the  Oamber- 
land  road.  By  his  own  showing,  it  is  evident 
that  this  Government  did  not  derive  its  right 
from  that  source.  How,  then,  does  this  bill 
di^  from  the  bill  anUiorizing  the  constmction 
of  tiie  Ounberland  road  I  and  how  does  it  dif- 
ta  bom  Ur.  Kadison's  bill  I  Bat  the  gentle- 
man, while  he  profeeses  to  be  folly  aware  of 
tiie  T&lue  of  good  roads  and  canals,  contends 
not  only  that  nua  power  to  make  them  does  not 
belong  to  this  Goremment,  bnt  that  it  oaght 
not  to  beloDg  to  it — that  they  had  better  be  left 
to  the  enterprise  (tf  individnus  or  to  the  States. 
The  gentleman  will  find  bat  few  to  go  with 
him  on  that  broad  ground,  even  in  his  own 
StateL  It  will  be  recollected  that  when  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  was  called  to  this  snbject, 
by  Mi.  Monroe  and  others,  while  they  admitted 
thit  the  right  already  existed  to  appropriate 
money  in  aid  of  incorporated  companies,  denied 
that  it  extended  further ;  but  as  it  was  deemed 
of  eaamtial  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the 
people  that  roads  and  canals  should  be  con- 
Etnuted  under  Uie  anthority  of  this  Qovern- 
nent^  th^  stron^y  recommended  an  amend- 
ment of  die  constitnticHi,  so  that  it  should  be 
onuriy  granted. 

It  vas  ^tparent  that  great  national  works, 
ntra^  to  remote  parts  of  this  Union,  could 
cot  be  ezecnted  by  oompanies  or  by  States, 
ercnif  their  resources  were  adequate  to  them ; 
that  liTsl  interests  existed  everywhere,  each 
State  exerting  itself  to  divert  commerce  to  its 
own  etHmner^al  emporium,  or  to  some  other 
point  least  advantageouB  to  its  neighbor  State. 
And  even  in  case  of  the  xmion  of  two  or  more 
States  for  this  pnrpose,  the  common  good  of 
tbevbole  Union  would  be  the  least  object  of 
their  thoughts ;  nay,  routes  might  be  chosen, 
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sitively  injnriona  to  the  whole.  It  might 
ppen,  too,  that  distant  streams  and  States 
could  1»  united  by  roads  and  canals,  by  which, 
from  peculiar  locales,  the  greater  part  of  each 
State  through  which  they  were  designed  to 
pass,  would  not  feel  interested,  rather  looking 
won.  injury  than  benefit  as  the  result,  while  to 
the  nation  at  large  the  connection  would  be  of 
the  highest  importance.  For  these  and  other 
reasons  which  might  be  mentioned,  no  opinion 
{^peered  to  be  better  founded  than  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's, that  the  power  to  moke  roads  and  canals, 
with  Jnrisdicldon  over  them,  ehould  reside  in 
the  Government.  But  the  gentleman .  from 
Yirginia  has  come  to  a  difi'erent  conclusion,  and 
seems  alarmed  at  the  conseq^uences  of  encroach- 
ing upon  State  rights,  and  the  accumulation  of 
power  in  the  General  Government.  To  me, 
(said  Mr.  I.,)  this  feverish  excitement  about 
State  rights  and  £xecutiye  patronage  seems 
altogether  chimerical.  Look  into  the  papers 
published,  and  to  the  speeches  made  in  certain 
oonventions  before  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  yon  will  find  ihe  same  evil  forebod- 
ings, and  the  same  alarming  apprehensions. 
And  yet  we  have  gone  on  prosperously  in 
peace,  and  successfully  in  war,  for  more  than 
forty  years,  without  one  of  those  being  im- 
paired. How,  indeed,  could  it  be  otherwise, 
when  every  member  of  this  Government,  ex- 
cept such  as  compose  the  judiciary,  returns  at 
short  intervals  to  his  respective  State!  The 
members  of  Gongresa,  in  which  reside  all  the 
high  powers  of  sovereignty,  bring  with  them 
here—State  attachments  and  State  pride ;  they 
act  under  a  sense  of  high  responsibility  to  their 
constituents  and  to  th^  State;  they  remain 
here  but  for  a  few  months,  return,  and  mix 
with  their  fellow-dtizens ;  with  them  every 
motive  conspires  to  nive  them  to  resist^  not  to 
suffer,  an  invasion  of  State  rights.  Usage  and 
public  opinion  have  limited  the  term  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  eight  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  he  returns  to  his  State.  Your  judges 
are  scattered  over  the  Union,  citizens  of  their 
respective  States.  All  of  them,  presidents,  leg- 
islators, and  judges,  have  their  families,  friends, 
endearments,  and  attachments  in  their  respec- 
tive States — their  homes — where  they  find  their 
earthly  resting  places.  Gentlemen  talk  of  our 
National  and  State  Governments,  as  if  the  for- 
mer were  a  distinct  people,  to  whom  certain 
powers  were  oonoeded,  but,  not  content  with 
their  enjoyments  are  constantly  aiming  to  en- 
large them  at  the  expense  of  the  rights  of  the 
latter.  But  view  them  as  the  same  people,  a 
portion  of  whom  at  stated  periods  exercise 
certun  delegated  trusts  which  a  common  feel- 
ing of  interest  urges  them  to  restrict  rather 
than  enlarge,  and  the  su^stion  will  cease  to 
have  any  force.  Equally  illusory  are  the  fears 
of  Executive  patronage,  which  tlie  gentleman 
from  Virginia  so  strongly  deprecated.  It  is 
common  to  speak  of  tliis ;  but  I  ask  for  proof 
of  its  having  been  exei-ted  under  any  adminis- 
tration, and,  if  exerted,  with  what  effect!  Do 
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jouT  officers  of  the  may  and  navy  interfere  in 
elections  ?  or  have  yon  seen  the  judges  of  yovr 
oonrta  canvassing  for  votes  to  subsore  the  par- 
poses  of  the  iExeoativet  The  most  powufol 
motives  that  oonld  animate  ^e  human  heart, 
existed  to  snstun  the  administrations  of  the 
elder  and  yonnger  Adams ;  hot  with  what  ef- 
fect !  What  did  patronage  do  in  these  cases  f 
Sir,  it  is  a  mere  phantom,  which  has  no  terrors 
for  a  free  and  vigilant  people.  Take  one  of  the 
eifi^t  thousand  postmasters  that  the  gentleman 
Arom  Yii^ia  baa  apoken  ol^  and  see  what  ia- 
flaence  he  is  able  to  exen^  in  any  dty  or 
town.  It  will  he  found,  in  most  instances,  that 
Ute  person  so  situated  can  effect  less,  at  any 
election,  than  if  he  had  not  an  office.  There  is 
a  watchful  jealousy  among  the  people,  which 
repels  any  undue  or  even  active  exertioQS  of 
men  in  official  stations  to  control  or  sway  the 
elections.  We  have  nothing  to  fear  from  them. 
As  to  the  unequal  distribntion  of  the  revenue, 
which,  it  is  sfud,  the  systun  of  internal  im> 
provement  ^vea  rise  to,  I  answer,  that  the 
same  may  be  n^d  of  every  other  bnuch  of  pab- 
lio  ezpeiiditure:  fbrUflcations  are  ereotea  on 
our  coasts  and  firnitiera  most  exposed  to  at- 
tacks ;  light-honsea,  breakwaters,  &c.,  on  the 
aeaooast  These,  and  many  other  works,  do 
not  immediately  benefit  the  interior;  bat  in 
these  and  all  other  erections  and  improvements, 
regard  is  had  to  the  general  wel&re.  What- 
ever gives  life  and  vigor  to  the  whole  ^etem, 
must  be  beneficial  to  its  parts ;  in  like  manner, 
the  healthful  aotioi^  of  the  heart  communicates 
its  tone  to  the  extremities.  We  have  been  t<old, 
too,  that,  by  the  reduction  of  duties  upon  tea 
and  coffee,  and  certfun  luxuries  of  life  which 
do  not  interfere  with  our  domestic  industry,  as 
b  proposed  by  a  bill  on  our  table,  the  revenue 
will  be  so  much  reduced  as  to  leave  no  surplus 
beyond  tiie  ordinary  demands  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Bnt  it  should  be  conwdered  that  the  bills 
alluded  to  are  prospective  in  their  operation ; 
and  even  if  it  were  otherwise,  I  do  not  appre- 
hend any  very  great  diminution  from  the  pro- 
posed measures.  The  great  increase  of  popula- 
tion must  create  a  proportionate  demand.  In 
Bid  of  this,  there  is  a  law  of  political  economy 
which  is  universally  true,  that  the  c^)acity  to 
buy,  from  the  comparative  cheapness  of  the 
commodity,  increases  its  consumption ;  in  other 
words,  the  reduction  of  a  duty  wiU,  in  a  oorra- 
qxmdiog  ratio,  increase  the  demand.  After 
paying  all  the  onUnary  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  enrrrat  year,  and  applying  eleven 
millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the 
public  debt,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  esti- 
mates that  there  will  be  a  balance  in  tiie  Treas- 
ury on  the  first  day  of  January,  1831,  of  four 
mUlioQS  four  hnndr&d  and  ninety-four  t^usand 
five  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars.  It  is, 
therefore,  {^parent  that  two  millions  of  dollars 
may,  with  perfect  safety,  be  applied  annually 
to  internal  improvements,  leaving  enough  from 
all  the  sources  of  revenue,  and  the  operation  of 
the  slaking  fond,  to  extingniah  the  debt  in  five 


years.  "Mj  oonstitaents  have  no  immediate  in- 
terest  in  the  road  mentioned  in  the  bill ;  from 
the  nearest  part  of  my  district  it  is  at  least  one 
hundred  and  eighty  miles.  But  I  advocate  it 
because  It  is  put  of  a  great  system  wh&oh  1 
consider  this  Government  under  the  most  sol- 
emn obligations  bound  to  persevere  in.  The 
road,  from  this  city  to  Kew  Orleans,  is  not  a 
new^ project;  it  was  earnestly  brou^  into 
view  by  Mr.  Oalhoon  in  1818,  in  support  of  a 
bill  which  he  introduced  into  Oongres^  to  set 
upatt,  and  pledge  as  a  fond  ibr  intenial  im- 
provooent^  the  bonos  and  United  States  share 
of  the  dividends  of  the  Natitmal  Bank.  In  a 
report  which  the  same  gentleman  made  while 
Swretary  of  War,  it  is  noticed  as  one  ihd 
prominent  national  objects,  and  it  has  never 
since  been  lost  si^t  of  by  the  Committees  on 
Internal  Improvements  of  this  House.  By 
cherishing  a  spirit  of  concession,  and  merging 
all  minor  considerations  in  the  great  one  of 
making  a  b^^inoin^  upon  tiie  prindple  oontain- 
ed  in  the  hilL  its  friends  cannot  fiil  to  effect  its 
passage^  Wnm  we  reflect  raMm  the  amaang' 
extent  ot  our  oonnfay,  the  divwidty  of  intw- 
ests  and  ocenpations  «  its  inhabitants,  and  ex- 
amine  the  bwriers  whidi  its  gec^raphioal  fea- 
tures present  to  direct  and  easy  intercooraei,  we 
must  come  to  the  conclnuon  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  bind  the  different  parts  together  in  any 
other  miuner  than  by  good  roads  and  oanala 
extending  from  the  cenbre  to  the  eztronities  of 
the  Union.  By  these  means  we  shall  be  able 
to  preserve  tiie  sympathies  of  our  nature,  wliich 
distance  is  too  apt  to  sunder. 

But  we  will  realize  their  advantages  chiefly 
during  war,  when  the  Government  is  compelled 
to  rely  for  most  of  its  revenue  apcai  a  system 
of  internal  taxation,  its  ordhury  fiscal  resonroes 
bdng  in  a  grert  measure  out  off.   The  eflbot 
this  system  is  to  drtun  the  interior  of  the  oonn- 
try  of  its  eorrenoy,  and  to  direct  it  to  tiie  sea- 
board, or  to  places  where  troops  are  collected 
for  the  defence  of  exposed  sitnatioos  on  the 
frontiers.   It  will  be  recollected  that  no  part 
of  the  interim  of  the  United  States  was,  during 
the  late  war,  exempted  from  this  evil ;  it  oper- 
ated peculiarly  htfd  in  the  western  pert  of 
Pennsylvania;  specie  in  fact  disf^peared,  and 
a  miserable  paper  currency  was  substituted  for 
it,  flooding  the  country,  and  with  its  natural 
tendency  for  depreciation,  raining  thousands  of 
the  best  part  m  our  population— the  formers, 
tiie  honest  yeomanry  of  the  oountry,  who,  in 
such  a  state  of  things,  are  alwi^  the  greyest 
sufferers.    It  is  the  part  of  prudence  to  guard, 
as  far  as  practicable,  against  a  reoorrence  of  so 
much  suffering  and  calamity.   We  cannot,  it  is 
true,  prevent  the  drtun  of  our  currraioy,  that  is 
the  inevitable  effect  of  direct  taxation ;  bnt  we 
can,  in  a  great  degree,  mitigate  its  effects,  by 
giving  to  our  people  (uieap  and  easy  means  of 
transporting  their  produce  and  stock  to  mar- 
ket ;  to  that  market  where  troops  may  be  as- 
sembled, and  where  there  is  the  greatest  public 
expenditure.  If  you  deny  them  these  means, 
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jon  ezpoM  them  to  inealddable  iojaries,  it  Trill 
be  impoanUe  to  satisfy  the  tax  gatheru- ;  jadg- 
meats  sod  ezecntuMis  will  ^e^y  follow ;  but 
all  m  omrlj  in  the  same  sitnation ;  and  where 
am  tha  pnmuueis  to  be  found  t  The  earnings 
of  jm»  of  hoBMt  indtutrj  w31  be  swept  off 
in  ananMBt,  for  ft  mm  sometinies  insoffiolent 
to  par  tiie  cost  <^  ctdleotion — always  Tastly 
dinn^ortioned  to  the  valne  of  the  property, 
titoCT  to  eniidt  tlte  oiuming  specolator,  or  to 
add  to  the  already  overgrown  wealth  of  some 
Dabob,  or  to  iiwrease  the  pabHo  lands  and  stock 
to  Tfmun  improdacdTe,  ontil  better  ^es  ^aU 
enable  them  to  sell  for  sams  eqaii  to  their 
duma.  A  Government  expressly  instituted  to 
promote  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  all  its 
dtuHM,  sboflld  proTide  in  a  time  o(  peace, 
when  its  nflonroee  are  abundant,  against  sndi 
rnnoaieoiHeaneDcea,  In  this  way  it  will  heet 
mm  the  lanng  attaebmant  of  thie  people. 

The  gaitteman  from  in^nia,  (Mr.  Orao,)  in 
qMafcnig  ot  the  probable  expense  of  the  pro- 
posed TMd,  aaid  that  the  Onmberland  road  cost 
the  Oorerament  fifteen  thoosand  dollus  per 
imk.  He  has  fallen  into  an  error.  The  whole 
distuce  of  tba  road  is  one  hnndred  and  thirty- 
five  miles ;  its  aggregate  oost  one  million  seven 
haadnd  and  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
nine^-4ve  dollars,  which  is  equal  to  twelve 
thoaaud  ax  hundred  and  ten  doUara  a  mile. 
At  a  proper  time,  I  will,  I  trost,  be  able  to 
show  to  the  fioose  that  no  sum  of  m<mej  of 
eqoal  smoant  haa  ever  been  expended  with 
greater  advantue  to  the  eomitxy.  Bnt  it  i» 
proper  to  say  tint  at  the  time  this  road  was 
commenced,  Ihia  Government  bad  no  expe- 
nenoe  in  the  boMneae ;  few  poesraeed  the  re- 
qaMta  akHl  for  it ;  then,  and  for  many  years 
aitennrda,  provirioiu  were  dear,  and  tiie 
wages  of  labor  near  one  hundred  per  cent,  be- 
yond iti  preamt  amount.  What  added  greatly 
to  the  eost  oi  Qaa  road,  is  the  nomber  of  bridges, 
smnettf  which  we  built  in  a  style  of  superior 
and  ezpMinve  workmanship,  exhibiting  monu- 
ments  of  arohiteotoral  skill  not  surpassed 
•ay  part  of  the  Union.  The  continuation  W 
the  unahvlaiid  road  from  Wheeling  to  Zanea- 
riUfl^  whi^  JB  made  nptm  the  McAdam  plan, 
aad  is  said  to  be  ^  best  road  in  the  United 
States  eoet,  I  am  informed,  abont  six  tiioosand 
doUan  a  mile.  Bnt  the  expenditure  npou 
woAi  of  this  nature  is  of  secondary  conse- 
VWBCfc  If  a  harbor  is  found  necessary  for  the 
Hfety  and  ooDTenienoe  of  our  shipping,  if  a 
fottificati<m  is  wanting  for  oar  defeaoe,  the  ex- 
paae  U  oonsb^cting  them  would  not  be  re- 
garded. There  is  a  paramount  duty  which  the 
GoTecbment  owes  to  its  citizens,  compared  to 
which,  gold  and  ulver  should  weigh  but  as 
dust  ia  the  balance.  They  claim  from  it  pro- 
tactioB  at  ai^  vrio^;  and  th«y  ask  the  same 
uieisare  of  jua&»,  I  will  not  eallit  liberality, 
io  making  snnh  improvemoits  as  the  situation 
ft  the  ooantry  admits  of  and  requires,  which 
State  and  individual  entwprise  is  unequal  to, 
•nd  wldoh  are  strictly  oi  a  ni^onal  obanwter. 
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The  perseverance  in  this  system  of  internal 
improvements^  it  has  been  said,  will  give  rise 
to  a  cltum  of  jurisdiction  by  the  Uuitea  States 
over  the  roads  they  make,  which  will  end  in 
the  erection  of  toll-gates,  and  the  enforcing  of 
penahies,  not  by  State  enthorit^.  Olmming,  as 
I  do^  for  this  Gtovermnent,  the  right  to  make 
roads  and  canals  without  tiie  consent  ct  the 
States,  it  must  follow  that,  after  &ffx  are  oon- 
stmoted,  it  haa  a  complete  right  to  preserve 
them  by  such  means  as  it  chooses  to  select.  H 
I  am  right  in  assuming,  for  I  have  already  said 
that  I  do  not  mean  to  ai^e  it,  that  the  consti- 
tution haa  given  to  Congress  the  principal  pow- 
er, the  incident  mnst  follow ;  nor  is  it  at  all 
probable  that  any  injurious  consequences  are 
likely  to  arise  from  the  exercise  of  it.  The  au- 
thority to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roa^ 
impliedly  oonfors  the  right  to  protect  the  trans- 
portation  of  the  mail  by  the  imposing  of  penal- 
ties. For  this  pmpose  various  laws  have  been 
passed,  and  puaiaaments  have  been  Inflicted, 
without  any  complaint  from  a  State,  and,  as  I 
trust,  without  iigury  to  it.  Nor  would  any 
greater  evil  happen  by  punishing  a  man  in  the 
United  States  courts  for  an  ii^uiy  done  to  the 
road.  Offences  of  this  kind  would  be  of  rare 
occurrence :  when  it  was  known  that  the  pres- 
ence of  vigilant  gate  keepers  would  probably 
prevent  escape,  and  that  speedy  punishment 
would  inevitably  follow,  littte  mischief  would 
be  done.  There  is  scarcely  an  instance  of  an 
Indiotmwt  in  our  State  courts  for  ii^jnries  done 
to  roads  belonging  to  corporations,  and  the 
reason  that  prevents  their  oooorrenee  would 
apply  to  a  road  laid  out  under  the  authorify  of 
the  United  States.  Besides,  there  could  be  no 
valid  objection  to  conferring  jurisdiction  on  the 
State  courts  to  pnni&h  trau^rreeBors.  Oongress 
gave  them  power  to  entertain  snits,  to  odiect 
the  internal  revenue,  and  to  enforce  peiAltiea 
under  a  clause  in  the  constitution,  declaring  it 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  that  the 
judges  of  the  State  courts  should  be  bound 
thereby.  This  power,  I  admit,  was  by  some  of 
the  States  disputed;  but  surely  it  would  be 
going  too  fiar  to  say  that  evOs  were  Uke^  to 
arise  frtmi  the  exerdse  of  it.  And  if  l£ere 
^ould  be  a  di^>oritUm  In  teaj  State  to  refose 
the  jurisdiction,  t^bnders  wonid  have  no  right 
to  complain  if  they  were  sent  to  <lie  United 
States  court  for  trial.  Seldom,  indeed,  would 
there  be  occasion  for  such  a  proceeding ;  but  if 
a  case  should  arise,  demanding  it,  is  it  likely 
the  criminal  would  talk  of  its  hardship  ?  And, 
if  not,  who  would  be  quixotic  enough  to  com- 
dImu  for  himt  The  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  over  their  roads,  whether  they  should 
oxert  it  by  direct  approprii^ions  to  keep  them 
in  repfdr,  w  by  the  erection  of  toll-gates,  can- 
not be  a  cause  of  the  least  appreheision  to  tihe 
States,  no  more  t^ian  they  now  foel  from  the 
punidiment  of  a  m^  robber.  It  Is  impoariUe 
that  injury  can  arise  from  it. 

The  genflemen  from  Virrinia  who  have 
^ken  on  the  oHlw  nde  of  the  question,  have 
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indulged  themselves  in  a  warmth  of  feeling 
and  an  asperity  of  remark,  not  warranted,  in 
my  judgment,  by  the  occasion.  If  l^e  purposes 
of  the  bill  should  be  answered,  or  if  the  sys- 
tem, of  which  it  is  part,  should  be  porsued,  the 
design  is  of  the  most  laudable  character,  and 
entiUed  to  no  common  praise ;  the  end,  the  de- 
velopment of  national  resources,  the  promotion 
of  social  intercourse,  the  diffusion  of  substan- 
tial benefits — in  a  word,  the  prosperity  of  the 
confederacy.  Yet  it  has  been  received  as  if 
some  sigo^  calamity  was  about  to  be  inflicted, 
carrying  in  its  train  funine  and  pestilence  and 
desolation.  Are  they  afraid  Uiat  the  march  of 
the  system  will  realize  all  we  Ik^  and  all  we 
predict  for  it ;  and  l^at  "  their  occnpation  will 
he  gone  If,  sir,  I  mistake  not  the  "  signs  of 
the  times,"  a  great  revolution  is  going  on  in 
public  opinion,  in  the  South,  on  this  question ; 
and  the  day  is  not  very  remote,  when  Virginia 
will  concede  to  this  Government  all  that  the 
most  sanguino  friends  of  internal  improvement 
could  desire.  One  of  her  distinguished  states- 
men, now  a  member  of  this  House,  has  for 
years  devoted  his  time  and  talents  to  the 
cause.  Every  day  Aimi^es  new  evidence  that 
his  patriotic  fellow-citizens  are  yidding  the 
pngndioes  that  would  look  np  tiie  bonnlies 
which  a  beneficent  Providence  has  so  profusely 
scattered  over  our  land.  He  muits  the  las^g 
gratitude  of  his  conntrymen,  the  richest  reward 
of  a  public  benefactor. 

The  productions  of  oar  country  which  soil 
and  climate  have  already  made  so  various,  are 
becoming  d«ly  more  diversified,  ensuring,  at 
no  distant  day,  a  home  supply  of  most  of  the 
luxuries  as  well  as  the  necessaries  of  life.  An 
important  advantage  which  this  view  of  our 
condition  and  prospects  gives  rise  to,  is,  that  the 
different  parts  of  oar  Union  will  be  made  de- 
pendent on  each  other — an  invariable  effect  d 
nratual  wants.  Kothing,  therefore  demands 
from  us  higher  regard  or  more  deliberate  con- 
iideratipn,  than  the  means  of  nnifing  onr  whole 
people  into  one  great  commercial  family. 

But  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  longer  upon 
the  beneficial  consequences  of  an  extended  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements ;  they  must  be 
familiar  to  the  members  of  this  committee.  I 
have  endeavored  to  avoid  noticing  the  points 
which  have  been  urged  by  others  iu  support 
of  the  bjll ;  and  having  reason  to  fear  that  the 
committee  is  already  fatigued  by  a  long  discus- 
rion,  I  will  eonclnde  wiu  thanking  uiem  for 
tiheir  attention. 

Mr.  Ifomax  next  rose.  He  uid  he  had 
waited  until  this  late  period  of  the  debate  on 
the  bill,  in  the  hope  and  expectation  tiiat  some 
one  of  his  colleagues,  more  competent  than 
himself,  wonld  give  to  the  committee  the  views 
which  he  knew  a  la^  mt^ity  of  the  delega- 
tion of  Kew  York,  in  unison  with  himself,  en- 
tertained upon  this  question.  No  one  (said  Mr. 
H.)  has  felt  dispoeed  to  do  so ;  and  as  I  cannot 
consent  tliat  the  vote  on  this  bill  should  be 
taken  without  the  eznression  of  an  opinion 
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from  the  Btate  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent,  I  have,  reluctantly,  obtruded  myself 
upon  tjie  attention  of  the  committee. 

As  I  am  the  warm  friend  of  internal  im- 
provement by  the  States,  and  have  at  all  times, 
and  on  all  occasions,  whether  in  public  or  pri- 
vate life,  supported  every  measure  which  I 
believed  would  benefit  the  citizens  of  my  native 
Stafe,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  give  the 
reasons  that  will  infiuence  my  vote  on  uie  pres- 
ent bill.  Sir,  the  State  of  New  York,  nnuded 
by  the  General  Government,  has  advanced  far 
in  this  ^stem.  She  has  connected  norths 
em  and  western  lakes  with  the  majestic  Hud- 
son, and  I  tmst  will  continue  to  progress  until 
she  extends  its  blessings  to  every  portion  of 
her  citizens.  Although  she  has  advanced  far, 
and  elevated  her  character  to  a  prominent  sta- 
tion among  her  sister  States,  she  has  not  done 
half  that  the  wants  of  her  citizens  require,  or 
the  means  she  possesses  will  authorize.  My 
immediate  constituents  are  now  anxiously  look- 
ing to  their  legislature  for  that  justice  they  be- 
lieve themselves  entitled  to — an  improvement 
along  thdr  lovely  valley,  which  will  place  them 
on  we  level  with  other  portions  of  the  Btate. 
I  trust  they  wOl  not  be  disappointed. 

Soon  after  this  nation  passed  through  a  seoond 
war  of  independence  with  honor  and  renown, 
the  State  of  New  York,  suffering  as  she  had  in 
that  contest  in  blood  and  treasure,  and  believing 
herself  entitled  to  the  favorable  notice  of  Con- 
gress, from  the  aid  and  support  she  bad  given  to 
strengthen  the  arm  of  the  General  Government, 
applied  for  aid  to  enable  her  to  prosecute  the 
great  works  of  internal  improvement  he  had 
long  conceived,  but  which  were  retarded  by 
the  breaking  out  and  continuing  of  that  war. 
"What  was  she  told  by  this  Government  t  Al- 
though her  good  and  faithful  service  was  ad- 
mittw,  her  losses  and  privaticms  appreciated, 
yet  it  was  unconstitntional  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  roads  and  canals.  She  submitted 
to  the  decision,  and,  nothing  daunted,  rested 
son  her  own  resources  to  accomplish  that 
wnich  her  citizens  bad  willed  should  be  accom- 

SlisheS.  For  one,  I  rejoice  that  she  is  not  in- 
ebted  to  this  Government  for  aid.  By  your 
refusal,  the  resoupces  of  the  State  have  been 
developed ;  the  patriotism  of  the  people  exhib- 
ited ;  the  sound  hearts  and  willing  hcunls  of  her 
citizens  enlisted  to  elevate  her  character,  and 
place  her  upon  an  eminence  that  her  extensive 
possessions  and  fertile  soil  intended  she  should 
assume. 

"What  was  unconstitutional  when  New  York 
mplied  for  aid,  has,  by  the  change  o^  thne  and 
of  men,  become  constitutional  now.  By  tlie 
constmotion  given  to  the  constitution  by  mod- 
ern statesmen,  all  power  is  vested  in  this  Gov- 
ernment. The  doctrines  contended  for  in  for- 
mer days  are  exploded,  new  ones  have  ti^en 
their  place ;  and,  under  them,  tliis  Government 
is  extending  its  infiuence  over  every  part  and 
portion  of  what  was  once  considered  independ- 
ent State  sovereignty :  the  rights  of  the  States 
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an  meixed  in  this  grand  (xmsolidated  GoTCm- 
ment  I  will  not  enter  into  the  disonasioD  of 
the  abstract  constitotional  right  of  tiiis  Gov- 
emment  to  make  roads  and  cooala  in  the  sev- 
eral States,  wtthont  the  consent  of  the  States  or : 
the  people.  It  has  been  assamed,  and  exercised 
Eo  often,  that,  until  some  express  provision  to 
the  contrary  shall  be  made  in  the  constitntion, 
it  is  worse  titan  nselesa  to  qnestion  the  power. 
The  advocates  of  the  right  do  not  clmm  it  by 
express  grant,  bnt  bj  implication  and  construc- 
tion of  different  parts  of  that  instrument  It  is 
clumed  onder  the  power  to  provide  for  the 
oonunon  deEraxce  and  general  wel&re ;  mider 
the  power  to  r^olate  commerce  among  the 
several  States,  uid  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  un- 
der the  power  to  establish  post  ofiBces  and^iost 
roada.  I  have  always  doubted  whether  this 
GorermneDt,  nnder  any  or  all  of  these  powers, 
eoold  exercise  the  right  of  making  roads  and 
canals.  On  more  occasions  than  one,  have  I 
listened  to  the  arguments  of  the  ablest  men  of 
the  nation,  on  this  much-disputed,  nice  ques- 
tioa  of  ocHistitutioDal-law.  Although  I  will  not 
discuss  the  question  of  abstract  right,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  deny  the  expediency  of  its  exer- 
ciae  hr  this  Government.  The  exercise  of  this, 
and  ul  other  oonstxnctiTe  rights,  claimed  by 
this  Government,  shonld  be  narrowly  watched 
by  the  represeutatiTeB  of  the  people.  Our  duty 
to  our  States  and  oar  constitaents  requires  it  at 
onr  handa ;  and  yet  it  appears  to  me,  that, 
when  ve  assemble  here  as  me  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  we  forget  home — we  forget  State 
rights,  and  lose  State  feeling.  Our  whole 
thoughts  are  directed  to  the  mighty  power  of 
this  all-absorbing  and  controlling  Government, 
r^ardless  of  the  feelings  of  our  constituents,  or 
uiterests  of  tiie  States ;  we  exercise  not  only  all 
the  pow^  given  to  us  by  express  grant,  but 
every  other  whidi,  by  implication  or  construc- 
tioit,  can  be  tortured  into  a  right.  I  beseech 
gutlemen  to  pause  and  reflect  If  this  Gov- 
emmeiit  does  possess  the  power  contended  for 
if  its  advocates,  let  it  be  discreetly  exercised, 
and  (ffljy  on  aexnowledged  great  natioiial  ob- 
jects. 

Under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  among 
the  several  States,  and  to  lay  imposts  and  du- 
ties, tins  Government  assumed  the  right  to 
compel  ttie  cabal  boats  on  the  New  York  ca- 
tuds  to  pay  transit  duty.  In  1824  or  1825,  or- 
ders were  issued  by  the  Treasury  Department 
to  dte  collector  at  Buffalo,  to  enforce  the  col- 
lee&n  of  duties.  I  well  remember  the  feeling 
crated  in  New  York ;  her  dtizens  from  one 
end  of  ttie  State  to  the  other,  were  prepared  to 
re^  what  was  oonsidered  as  an  enoroaohment 
npoB  State  rigjhts ;  even  her  legislative  halls  re- 
unnded  with  the  language  of  resistance,  and  a 
perseverance  at  that  time,  on  the  part  of  this 
Govenunent,  would  have  brought  that  State  in 
direct  collinon  with  the  General  Government. 
Strong  protests  were  entered  by  the  represent- 
Mires  in  Congress,  from  Hew  York,  against 
the  aanmed  power,  and  great  exertions  were 
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made  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  to  procure  a 
withdrawal  of  the  order.  It  was  countermand- 
ed, hut  the  right  to  enforce  the  collection  of 
duties  was  not  surrendered ;  it  was  suspended 
for  the  time  being,  to  be  enforced  whenever 
the  will  of  this  Government  E^all  direct  Yon 
have  established  your  ports  of  entry  in  every 
part  of  her  State—at  Buffalo,  Rochester,  Sack- 
ett*s  Harbor,  and  I  know  not  how  many  . other 
places — upon  every  stream  and  rivulet — upon 
tide  waters  and  inland  lakes — in  every  city  and 
town  that  you  please  to  consider  commercial ; 
swarms  of  otfioers,  to  execute  the  laws  and  col- 
lect the  revenue,  are  stationed  among  the  peo- 
ple. Under  the  power  to  regulate  oommerce, 
and  lay  imposts  and  dntira,  you  chum,  and  m^, 
at  some  future  day,  enforce,  the  power  to  col- 
lect duties  on  every  canal  made  by  State  au- 
thority ;  and  what  is  to  prevent  yoa  ?  The 
broad  and  unlimited  construction  of  constitu- 
tional ^wer  claimed,  will  cover  every  act  of 
oppression,  and  usurpation  of  State  rights ;  thus 

fradually,  but  certwnly,  will  every  vestige  of 
tate  rights  and  State  interests  be  swallowed 
up  by  the  constructive  powers  of  the  General 
Government.  Under  the  power  to  lay  imposts 
and  duties,  to  regulate  commerce,  and  to  pro* 
mote  the  general  welfare,  the  whole  revenue  of 
State  canals  may  be  oUdmed.  Now  your  Treas- 
ury is  fall,  and  it  is  not  needed^  but  let  war 
exhaust  it,  let  commerce  be  impaired,  or,  what 
is  most  probable,  your  funds  squandered  in 
visionary  schemes  of  internal  improvement,  and 
the  particular  welfare  of  the  States  must  sur- 
render to  the  general  welfare  of  this  Govern- 
ment. The  States  must,  stand  in  the  relation 
to  the  United  States  that  individuals  do  to  the 
States — bound  to  yield  a  portion  of  what  they 
have  for  the  general  welfare.  Sources  of  rev- 
enue, which  they  fondly  hoped  would  support 
their  own  Governments,  and  enable  them  to 
extend  the  Uessings  of  internal  improvement 
by  their  own  authority  to  every  portion  of  th^ 
oitdEona,  will  be  diverted  from  their  prcmer 
ohaonelB,  and  poured  into  the  Treasury  of  this 
Government  Can  New  York,  consistent  with 
her  honor  or  her  Interests,  submit  to  such 
degradation?  Is  Pennsylvania,  with  her  nu- 
merous canals,  prepared  to  surrender  all  to  this 
Government  ?  I  trust  not.  Sir,  where  is  the 
remedy?  I  answer  here,  in  this  hall.  We 
must  halt  in  our  course — we  must  confine  this 
Government  within  its  primevfd  legitimate 
bounds — we  must  restore  it  to  the  powers  that 
were  exercised  under  It  in  the  days  ^  Jeffer- 
son's administration. 

It  is  contended  that  the  power  to  construct 
roads  and  canals  is  given  by  the  clause  in  the 
constatati<Hi  aathorizing  Oongress  to  establi^ 
post  offices  and  ^t  roads.  Great  pains  have 
been  taken  to  give  us  the  definition  of  the 
word  establish.  Dictionaries  have  been  con- 
sulted— Walker,  Ainsworth,  and  others.  It  is 
defined  to  mean  "  to  erect,  to  make,"  dec.  We 
have  heard  labored  arguments  to  show  us, 
because  the  meaning  of  the  word  establi^  is 
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defined  to  be  *■  to  onke,"  that  OongnsRluuiibe 
power  to  make  post  tomb.  Bir,  I  will  not  say 
that  these  words  may  not  be  bertored  into 
such  oonstniction,  nor  offer  any  argument  on 
the  conetitationality  of  the  dootrine.  Tet 
I  maat  be  pwmitted  to  doubt  that  any  snch 
power,  under  these  words,  was  intended  by  the 
Cramers  of  the  constitution  to  be  g^ren  to  Ckin- 
gress.  The  plain  and  obvions  meaning  of  that 
olanse  is  that  which  is  yearly  exercised  by 
OongTMB — the  establishment  of  post  routes  on 
roads  erected  and  made  by  the  people,  and  on 
whieh,  for  pnblio  eonvei^enoe,  it  is  Hionght 
neoflSBary  to  transport  the  tokH  In  the  re- 
marks I  hare  made,  I  have  endeavOTed  to  show 
to  the  committee  the  inexpediency  of  Congress 
exercising  all  the  powers  which,  by  con- 
struction or  implication,- are  claimed  as  belong- 
ing to  tiiis  Government;  and  particularly  as 
such  exercise  affects  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  States.  As  a  further  illustration  of  my 
views,  I  will  suppose  my  colleague,  who  reodes 
at  Bufiklo,  to  cSEu  to  toil  Bmuo  uie  ft^wing 
resolution : 

"  ieeco/wd;  That  the  Conunittee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Boads  be  instrueted  to  inquire  into  the  ex* 
pediene;  of  eahtbliahiog  a  post  zoate  from  Buffitlo 
to  Albany,  by  the  way  of  the  Erie  Oaod." 

It  IsTofomd  to  tiieoommittee,  ^  the  beadof 
wfaioh  is  tiie  honoraUe  gentianan  from  Een- 
tneky.  Congress  haviiw  the  rif^t  to  estabUdi 
post  offices  and  posts  roads,  and  waters  navigable, 
or  made  navigable,  being  considered  highways, 
thereasoningfoUows  the  premises,  that  Congress 
has  the  power  to  establiui  a  routo  upon  the 
Erie  canaL  It  has  been  decided  that  the  Hnd- 
son  River  is  an  arm  of  the  sea,  and  jurisdiction 
has  been  so  far  extended  over  the  waters  of 
New  York,  as  to  establi^  ports  of  entry  on  the 
western  lues,  tiie  Erie  Canal  conneotiog  the 
tide  waters  of  the  Hudson  with  the  waters  of 
Lake  Erie ;  it,  therefore,  becomes  necessary, 
that  ocmuneroe  should  be  carried  on  between 
the  States.  A  lav  is  passed,  in  obedienoe  to 
the  resolnticm ;  and  a  boat  is  started  at  Albany, 
on  the  tide  waters,  with  the  "  United  States 
mail,"  in  capitals,  upon  her  wUrn.  She  ap- 
proaohes  the  first  lock,  and  is  hiuled,  "  what 
boat  is  that ! "  "  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States."  "Who  is  her  commander?"  "Gen- 
eral Welfare."  "  What  is  the  object  of  her 
voyage  t "  "  Emulating  commerce  amixig  the 
several  States  and  with  the  Indian  tribes,  trans- 
porting the  United  States  maU,  and  conveying 
trooTM  to  the  northern  lakes."  The  oollector 
would  say,  this  canal  is  the  property  of  the 
State  of  Sew  Tork;  it  was  made  by  the  exer- 
tions of  her  own  citizens  withont  any  fcn^gn 
aid,  and  yon  cannot  pass  withont  the  paymoit 
of  ton.  To  which  "General  WelCue^*  would 
reply  that  Congress  has  power  to  regulate  oom- 
merce  and  establish  post  offices  and  postrotds ; 
a  post  route  has  been  established  on  this  canal, 
and  you  will  not  presume  to  interrupt  the 
Unitol  Statea  m^  'The  peopiA  of  New  Tork 
look  to  th«  law  for  ^oteoticHi  and  decision  of 


[Am^lSMK 

bU  dbnnted  daiuiB.  On  the  retom  <tf  G«u- 
eral  WdCBre,"  he  is  arrested  in  our  State 

courts.  I  will  not  trouble  the  committee  wUh 
a  long  detail ;  the  State  courts  decide  in  Ikvor 
of  the  toll  gatherer ;  it  is  carried  up  to  the 
Sofnvme  Court  of  the  United  States.  I  need 
not  g^ve  you  the  decision.  When  did  State  de- 
ranons  or  State  rights  sucoeed  in  opposition  to 
the  laws  of  Congress,  or  to  the  constmctive 
powers  of  this  Government  1  Let  Kuitaeky, 
Ohio,  New  York,  and  other  States  answer. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  exercise  by  Congress 
of  this  disputed  right  on  another  ground :  it  is 
nneqnal  and  ut^just  it\  its  operatim.  Dnrii^ 
the  Last  year,  dira-egarding  fractions,  thwe  was 
received  into  your  Treasury  twenty-fonr  millions 
of  dollars ;  for  all  the  ordinary  porpoaea  of 
Govemmoit,  twelve  millioaa  ue  sumciait ;  and, 
with  proper  economy,  that  sum  need  not  be 
expended.  You  have  then  a  surplus  fond  of 
twelve  millions  beyond  the  amount  required  for 
the  expenses  of  Ctovemment,  to  be  scrambled 
for  in  this  hall,  and  expended,  according  to 
present  doctrines,  in  internal  improvement. 
You  have  two  hundred  and  thirteen  membera 
from  the  States,  and  three  dd^^tes  &imi  trari- 
t(nies ;  divide  this  amonnt  into  two  hundred  and 
thirteen  districts,  and  you  will  give  annually  to 
each  oongres^<mid  district  fifty-six  dionaand  dol- 
lars. By  this  diviuon,  New  Y<^  with  herthir- 
ty-four  members,  would  be  entitied  annually  to 
two  miUions  of  dollars.  Pennsylvania,  with  her 
twenty- four  members,  to  one  miUion  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-four  Uiousand.  Virginia,  with 
her  twenty-two  mranbers,  to  one  imllion  two 
hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand.  Will  any 
course  of  le^slatiott  here  give  to  these  States  a 
fair  proportion  of  the  snrplus  funds  by  way  of 
internal  improvement!  Certainly  not.  Tlds 
miserable  pittance  to  New  York,  <tf  a  road  from 
Boffilo  to  the  State  line  of  Pennsylvania,  is  but 
a  snry  return  for  the  four  milUons  we  p^rs 
annnaUy  into  your  Treasury.  As  it  ia  the  nnt, 
so  for  many  years  it  will  be  the  last  boon  that 
will  be  offered  for  bar  two  millionff  annnal 
surplus  in  your  Treasury. 

Give  to  New  York,  to  be  applied  by  her 
Legislature,  one-half  of  her  just  proportiw  of 
this  surplus  fund.  Let  it  he  placed  in  the 
treasury  of  her  own  State,  and  in  ten  years  she 
wiU  extend  the  blessings  of  her  tfwn  system  of 
improvement  to  every  village  and  hamlet  in 
her  State,  and  gladden  the  hearts  of  her  peo- 
ple j  it  will  be  expended  in  nsefol  works^  in 
national  objects,  ai^  promote  the  genual  velr 
fare  of  the  people. 

I  coioe  now  to  the  question  of  the  utility  <^ 
this  gigantic  project  of  a  grand  land  oommnni- 
cation  from  Boftuo  to  New  Orieaai^  sod  must 
say  that  to  n^  mind,  U  ia  the  most  extravap 
gant  and  visionary  one  that  ever  was  presoited 
to  the  deliberate  Judgment  of  a  represratative 
assembly.  It  is  to  be  made' through  the  in- 
terior of  the  country,  fifteen  hundred  miles  in 
length,  and  bom  its  conunencement  at  Ba&loL 
the  first  seaboard,  the  first  t^ra^gi  pi^e  it 
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toodiM  it  tlie  titj  of  Washington,  a  diatanoe 
of  torn*  four  hundred  miles.  Oan  any  nun 
batwTctbat  tiie  trade  from  Bnffido,  or  any  part 
of  Kew  Tork,  will  be  diverted  from  the  4^ty 
of  New  Yoft  by  tMs  road)  or  will  Pennsyl- 
TKua  or  Mazylaod  jn^fer  Washington  for  a 
iwrket  to  their  tnra  Hiiladetpfaift  and  Balti- 
nomf  hook  to  the  fanprornmenti  of  New 
Tork,  FeonaTlTania,  and  Maryland,  thdr  rail- 
roads and  canals,  and  the  most  visionary  most 
be  aatiafled  that  this  ooatemplated  road  cannot 
be  nnd  for  eommerouU  purposes.  It  is  sud, 
by  its  frifittdi,  that  it  will  he  osefol  in  thfe  time 
^wartomarai  trocKM  to  the  frontiers.  Itmst 
we  dull  not  need  H  for  that  parpoee  for  many 
yuos  to  oome ;  and  if  we  shoiud,  Kew  Tork 
derires  tnxns  from  Washington  to  defend  her 
frtutten.  No,  rir,  there  is  no  ben^cial  par- 
pose  for  wUeh  this  road  can  be  nsed ;  it  will 
be  a  lasting  monnment  of  a  nation's  folly,  and' 
rMeire  the  wtttat  onrae  whieh  an  Irishman  can 
bestow  upon  hb  en^y — the  grass  will  grow 

TnltoiiuflMe.  Agm:  What  is  to  become 
the  TCud  aftw  it  bmade  f  Do  yon  Intend  to 
^aea  toS  gataa  ntKm  It  t  That  power  has  not 
ret  been  iwiiimiiiil  upon  your  Oomberhmd  road. 
Bat  wappoM  yon  shoold  aseame  jniisdiotion 
orer  State  soil,  and  scatter  yonr  toft  gatherers 
0T&  &9  States ;  what  will  yoQ  receive  f  Not 
one  per  oeat  Yon  cannot  keep  it  in  repair  by 
ttdls.  What  next?  The  GoTemment  mnst 
ipimpriate,  annnally,  one  million  of  dollars  to 
repm  tt.  By  die  bul  fifteen  hondred  dollars 
ptt  ndW  are  m>n^>riated ;  bat  no  friend  of  it 
irill  pnteod  tlutt  is  all  that  will  be  asked.  Let 
the  of  the  nation  be  pledged  for  its  eon- 
atmetion,  and  yon  will  he  required,  annnally, 
toajmopiiate  money  for  its  completion,  nntal 
it  wifl  ooit  as  many  thonsands  as  hnndreds  are 
now  asked.  WiQ  the  States,  throagh  which  it 
psMS,  take  it  off  your  hands,  and  keep  it  in  re- 
pur  t  No.  The  Btates  know  It  will  not  yield 
nraioe  snfficient  to  do  so.  Th^  will  tell  yon 
it  \b  your  own  AtMj  banUiof^  ioA  yoor  nith 
19  pledged  to  aapport  it 

It  has  bem  said  ont  of  this  hall,  that  this  is 
I  part  the  "  American  system and  I  have 
bem  urged,  as  «  friend  to  that  Byet&m,  to  sap- 
portthislnU.  It  is  called  the  pioneer  bill,  in  the 
trdn  (tf  whidt  BnmeronB  oOien  are  to  follow. 

ff  by  the  **^&merioaa  dfstem"  is  meant  a 
■Titcin  of  laws  whkfa  shall  be  for  the  benefit 
«( As  Aaniean  people,  and  as  nearly  as  may  be 
operate  eqoally  guwlhu^,then  am  I  its  friend 
sod  alTOci^  •  bat  ifV  the  s^rtem  is  meant  that 
I  am  bomtd  to  support  evwy  wild  aaA  visionary 
n>ad  that  the  toaginations  of  gentlemen 
here  or  elsewhere  may  present  to  the  con- 
ndertlioB  of  Congress,  I  must  be  permitted  to 
dinrat  and  enter  my  protest.  As  a  member 
of  tiu  Ooomiittee  on  Hanofactaree  I  cordially 
■gree  to  the  resolution  sabmitted  to  the  Hoase^ 
"tfait  it  was  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  revise 
the  tariff  Uw  of  1828."  I  then  believed  and 
^  bdieve,  ibat  Justice  to  the  mana&otoFers 
od  loimd  policy  required  the  sappreaslon  of 


farther  legiriation  at  this  time.  These  are, 
however,  articles  which  have  become  neces- 
saries of  life  from  their  common  use,  such  as 
tea,  coffbe,  alk^  &o.,  which  ^re  not  grown  or 
manafactared  m  tiiis  coon  try,  or,  If  so,  to  a 
very  limited  extent,  and  not  interring  with 
the  domeatio  industry  of  the  nation.  By 
redndng  the  duties  on  the  armies  I  have  men- 
tioned, yon  will  reUeve  the  people  fimn  several 
millions  of  indirect  taxation,  ana  retain  in  your 
Treasury  more  than  saffideat  to  meet  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  Government. 

There  are  two  sitnatimis  in  which  Oovem- 
ments,  like  individaals,  are  frequently  unjust: 
in  adversity,  with  a  heavy  debt  bulging  over 
them,  and  in  prosperity,  suddenly  and  anex- 
peotedly  acquired ;  in  the  one  case,  pressed  to 
discbai^e  claims  out  of  their  power  to  meet, 
they  prevaricate,  and  refuse  justiee  when  it  is 
doe ;  in  the  other,  their  funds  are  profbsely 
squandered  and  their  money  lavished  upon  nn- 
importut  and  nseleea  ol^eets.  The  latter  ia  tibe 
present  rituation  of  this  Government.  Ton 
have  an  overfiowing  Treasury,  and  you  know 
not  what  to  do  with  yonrsarpiua  flinds.  Now, 
sir,  as  I  am  one  of  those  who  do  not  conrider 
a  national  debt  to  be  a  national  blessing,  I  pro- 
pose to  dischat^  your  national  debt — pay  off 
every  shilling— ^e  up  the  last  bond ;  it  will 
be  the  brightest  star  in  the  galaxy  of  your 
renown,  ^hibit  to  the  worid  the  bright 
example  of  a  nation,  not  sixty  years  i^d, 
having  passed  through  two  expensive  and 
lengthy  wars,  and  free  of  debt.  When  that 
sfafOl  be  aocomplished,  (and  we  are  assured  it 
will  be  in  a  few  years,)  oar  manufaotorers  will 
have  acquired  strength  sufficient  to  compete 
with  thtnr  foreign  opponents,  and  will  them- 
selves unite  in  the  propriety  of  a  gradual  but 
certain  reduction  m  datiee  until  uie  ravmne 
shall  only  be  Mual  to  the  neoeasttiea  of  the 
Govemm^t,  ana  the  people  rdieved  from  heavy 
burdens. 

Hr.  Anosl  said  it  was  with  great  diffidence 
he  rose  to  address  the  committee.  It  was  his 
first  attempt  to  speak  upon  that  fioor,  ani  it  was 
with  much  difficulty  he  had  ridsed  his  courage 
to  the  speaking  point.  We  have  been  several 
days  (said-  Mr.  A.)  engaged  in  the  discussion 
of  this  bill,  I  have  listened  with  strict  and 
punful  attention  to  the  arguments  urged  in 
avor  of  Us  passage.  I  have  witneased,  with 
astonishment  and  with  alarm,  the  ardent  zeal 
with  wUeh  its  fHends  are  hurried  forward. 
Reluctant  as  I  have  been  to  engage  in  this  dis- 
cusrion,  I  could  not  sit  here  quietly,  and  in 
silence  see  the  screws  tamed  upon  the  pei^le. 
I  could  not  see  burdens  uqjnsuy  and  unwar- 
rantably imposed  upon  my  oonstituenta,  without 
protestmg  ^B;ainst  it 

I  consider  this  system  of  l^islation  cruel, 
unjust,  and  oppressive.  I  consider  it  as  fraught 
with  the  most  dao^erous  tendency,  and  as  lead- 
ing to  the  most  disastrous  ^consequences.  My 
feelings  are  such,  that  1  cannot  repress  them 
when  I  see  the  fruits  of  homuA  Industry  abont 
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to  be  coined  into  dollars  and  cents,  and  squan- 
dered by  a  proSigate  hand  upon  projects  which 
are  useless  and  idle.  I  bare  prepared  an 
amendment  to  this  bill,  irhioh  I  intend  to  offer 
at  a  proper  time,  if  the  motion  to  stride  ont  the 
first  seetion  does  not  prevail.  If  gentlemen 
are  determined  to  force  the  bill  through,  right 
or  wrong — if  they  are  determined  to  pluider 
the  Treasnry,  and  pursne  a  conree  of  public 
rapine,  I  feel  anxious  that  the  State  of  New 
York  shonld  not  participate  in  the  disgrace. 
I  believe  this  is  the  first  attempt  of  tbis  Oov- 
emment  to  force  her  system  of  road-ma^g 
into  that  State.  The  snull  section  erf  this  road 
which  is  to  be  located  within  her  limits,  appears 
to  be  intended  as  an  ofi'er  of  earnest-money,  to 
bind  ber  to  the  unhallowed  compact.  I  pro- 
test agunst  the  whole  system,  and  particnlarly 
against  this  attempt  to  contaminate  that  State. 
Should  this  bill  pass  in  its  present  shape,  I 
should  consider  the  intrusion  into  our  territory 
as  a  bane  to  our  prosperity,  a  poison  to  our 
happiness,  and  the  destruction  of  our  tranquilli- 
ty. As  soon  as  an  opportunity  shall  offer,  I 
will  move  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the 
words  "  Buffalo,  in  the  State  of  New  York," 
and  inserting  **the  northern  bonndary  of  the 
State  of  PennsylTanla. "  This  amendment 
wonld  ezolnde  New  York  fnHU  Hm  bill  and 
tmm  its  oontaminatiw.  We  ask  not,  nor  do 
we  need,  your  aid  in  13ie  oonstmctlon  of 
our  roads  and  canals.  We  desire  yon  to  con- 
fine yourself  to  your  proper  Ephere  of  legisla- 
tion, and  not  to  interfere  with  the  internal 
regolations  of  oar  State.  We  will  willingly 
and  cheerfully  pay  all  the  taxes  and  bear  all 
the  burdens  which  yon  may  constitutionally 
impose  upon  us;  we  will  not  rebel — we  will 
ridse  no  insurrection — we  will  not  threaten  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union ;  but  when  yon  oppress 
ns  by  your  atqust,  nnanthorized,  and  partial 
le^sUtion,  we  will  tell  yon  of  it.  We  wW 
bSdly  and  fearlessly  protest  against  your  eu- 
oroaohments,  and  we  will  not  withhold  onr 
remonstrances  when  yon  extend  the  arm  of 
oppresnon  aver  us.  We  will  tell  you  of  our 
wrongs ;  as  an  independent  State,  we  will  assert 
onr  nght« ;  and  we  will  never  hang  about  your 
halls  of  legislation,  in  the  character  of  suppli- 
cants and  beggara,  watching  for  the  crumbs 
that  may  fall  from  your  table. 

Following  the  example  of  gentlemen  who 
have  preceded  me  in  opposition  to  this  bill, 
I  will  refrain  from  discnssmg  the  constitutional 
power  of  this  Government  over  the  subject  of 
internal  improvement.  The  argnments  upon 
tbat  subject  have  been  worn  thread-baro ;  tney 
have  been  agidn  and  agfun  repeated ;  the  sub- 
ject has  been  exhausted  in  tiie  hands  of  abler 
men,  and  I  feel  myself  incompetent  to  shed 
additional  light  npon  the  qn^ion.  The  omis- 
flion  to  discuss  the  constitutional  question  in 
this  debate  appears  to  have  been  assumed  by  the 
triends  of  the  bill  as  the  giving  of  a  cognovit  to 
tiheir  claim  of  conatitntiimal  power.  Sir,  I 
widi  those  guaQemm  ezpresdy  to  nndrestand 


me  as  not  yielding  my  assent  to  their  constitu- 
tional doctrines.  I  wish  them  to  understand 
that  I  sign  no  cognovit  to  their  onfonnded 
claim,  but  that  I  Insist  that  if  this  bill  becomes 
a  law,  that  law  will  he  the  ofispring  of  nsurped 
authority. 

Gentlemen  have  said  that  Congress,  by  its 
enactments,  has  settled  the  constitutional  power 
of  the  Government  in  relation  to  internal  im- 
provements. Can  Congress  confer  a  new  pow- 
er ?  Can  Congress  rule  the  constitution  ?  That 
instmment  was  designed  to  control  the  powers 
of  Congress.  Can  one  act  of  lunupanou  be 
pleaded  as  authority  to  Justify  the  commisrion 
bf  another)  No.  The  constitution  remains 
what  it  was  in  the  beginning — ^it  is  the  same  now 
that  it  was  at  the  time  of  its  ratification  by  the 
States.  It  remains  unaltered,  nor  can  it  be 
altered  but  by  the  consent  of  three-fourths  of 
the  States.  For  that  instrument  I  entertain  the 
highest  veneration.  I  will  not  suffer  myself  to 
trample  npon  its  authority.  Each  infraction 
of  its  provisions  by  Congress  is  a  rignal  fbr  the 
downfall  of  our  liberties. 

This  bill  is  entitled  "  a  bill  for  constructing  a 
road  from  Bnffiilo,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
by  the  way  of  Washington,  to  the  dty  of  New 
weans."  When  I  look  into  the  provirions  of 
tills  bil^when  I  see  the  stretch  of  anthoritr 
there  attempted — when  I  connder  the  profligate 
expenditure  of  money  it  proposes— when  1 
reflect  upon  the  harden  it  casts  upon  the  people 
— ^when  I  view  its  partiality,  its  cruelty,  its 
injustice,  and  its  usurpation,  and  compare  all 
with  the  constitution^  powers  of  this  Govern- 
ment, the  title  strikes  me  as  being  inappro- 
priate. The  title  is  wrong.  It  should  be 
entitled  "  a  bill  to  construct  a  road  from  the 
liberties  of  the  country,  by  the  way  of  Wash- 
ington, to  despotism." 

It  is  not  a  road  which  the  interest  of  the 
country  calls  for ;  the  pnblio  ^ood  does  not  re- 
qidre  it.  Gentlemoi  have  said  it  was  nece»- 
sary  for  the  safe  and  easy  transportation  of  the 
mail,  for  the  marching  of  troops,  for  com- 
mercial intercourse, 'for  the  advancement  of 
nation^  prosperity,  and  the  promotion  of  the 
general  welfare;  but  when  you  contrast  its 
advantages  with  the  principles  upon  which  it  is 
to  be  constructed,  with  the  cost  of  its  construc- 
tion and  perpetual^pairs,  it  lobks  more  like  a 
road  to  ruin  than  a  road  to  ease  and  safety.  I 
have  an  abhorrence  to  this  species  of  legislation 
that  I  cannot  overcome ;  it  has  grown  out  of 
long  reflection  and  a  carofbl  consideration  of 
the  sabject.  Its  tendency  is  pernicious;  it 
Ijegetfi  collision  and  strife ;  it  produces  heart- 
burning and  ill  blood  between  difi'erent  States 
and  sections  of  the  Union.  These  eflfects  do 
and  will  unavi^daUy  attend  it.  If^  in  estimat- 
ing the  consequences,  I  have  come  to  an  erro- 
neous conclusion,  I  have  to  regret  it.  The  cor- 
rectness of  my  conclusion  appean  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  sensitiveness  maimested  by  gentie- 
men  in  this  House  whenever  this  subject  is 
a^tated.  Do  we  not  see  the  warmth  of  feeBnff 
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ind  heat  of  temper  it  elicits  1  Ita  discosson 
calls  np  the  image  of  discord,  and  exhibits  an 
acrimony  of  feeling  and  temper,  which  spends 
itself  in  accosing  invective  and  keen  reply.  It 
should  be  onr  business  here  to  harmonize,  and 
not  to  distract ;  we  shoold  avoid  those  subjects 
Thid)  set  in  inotion  the  discordant  feelings  of 
Bectiooal  interests.  It  should  be  onr  aim  to 
Etrengthen  the  cord  of  onion,  and,  by  a  kind 
sod  o(«u»tiatiDg  exercise  of  onr  le^slative 
fimdiMU,  secure  the  confidence  and  attachment 
of  the         and  of  the  States. 

Partial  wpropriations  beget  jealoosy  and  cUs- 
trost,  and  destroy  confidence  in  Government. 
The  people  will  not  rest  qnietly  nnder  oppres- 
noa,  vhen  they  see  the  fmit  of  their  dbtH 
eanungs  bestowed  upon  objects  in  which  they 
hare  no  interest,  and  which  are  in  themselves 
w<nse  than  useless.  They  will  complain ;  their 
attachments  will  be  alienated,  and  the  federal 
pover  become  odious. 

This  bill  appropriates  fifl,een  hundred  dollars 
per  mile  for  the  comtruction  of  this  road ;  the 
length  of  the  road  is  great  enough  to  swell  the 
torn  ^^mmriated  to  two  iniUions  five  hundred 
thooaand  dollars.  This  ii  but  the  be^^mung  of 
the  e^Qditnre.  This  sum  bears  abont  the 
same  jiroptntion  to  the  ultimate  cost  of  con- 
etraction,  repairs,  &c.,  when  whole  shall  be 
comi^ted,  as  the  title  page  of  a  book  does  to 
the  vhaie  volnme.  This  two  and  a  half  mU- 
lions  is  but  a  single  instalment,  the  payment  of 
which  is  to  be  repeated  year  after  year,  by 
appropriation  after  f4)propriation,  through  a 
series  of  years,  to  terminate  the  Lord  knows 
where.  I  have  not  heard  it  contended,  even 
by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  that  the  proposed 
wpropriation  will  cover  the  cost  of  the  work. 
Trtm  the  description  given  of  the  countiy  over 
which  the  road  is  to  pass,  the  streams  that 
intersect  its  course,  tiie  swamps  and  the  quag- 
mires whicli  lie  in  its  w^,  it  is  evident  th&t 
the  cost  per  mile  will  &r  exceed  the  sum  per 
mile  expended  upon  the  Cumberland  road.  The 
length  of  the  Cnmberlaod  road  now  completed 
Ms  short  of  one-sixth  Ihe  distance  embraced 
by  tiie  road  nnder  consideration,  and  onr  stat- 
utes tell  us  that  upwards  of  three  millions 
hive  been  expended  upon  that  work. 

This  two  and  a  half  millions  is  to  be  taken 
from  the  avails  of  the  revenue.  Nearly  one-h^f 
the  revenue  is  ooUeoted  at  the  city  of  New 
Tok :  the  citizens  of  that  State,  by  the  con- 
Nui^ptiou  of  artides  snlject  to  duties,  pay 
abont  ooe-fiixtii  part  of  the  whole  revmue. 
The  a{^<niriation  in  the  bill  will  impose  a  tax 
of  at  mat  Kmr  bandred  thousand  dollars  upon  the 
State  of  New  York,  which  must  be  taken  from 
the  pockets  of  her  citizens.  The  fruit  of  their 
labor,  nnder  £he  screwiiu  operations  of  this 
GoremmeDt,  must  be  ti^en  from  them,  and 
expended  upon  this  sublime  and  magnificent 
nad ;  a  road  which  they  will  'never  travel,  and 
Thicb,  whilst  it  forma  a  drain  upon  their 
poraes,  will  never  return  a  farthing  mto  them, 
ue  passage  of  this  bill  will  s^y  to  the  oitizras 
You.  Xt—2 
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of  New  York,  ''pay  four  hundred  thousaiid 
dollars  as  a  tribute  to  our  power,  and  prepare 
yourselves  to  meet  future  exactions  of  a  similar 
character,  when  we  see  fit  to  make  them." 

>2ie  sam  to  be  extracted  from  the  State  of 
New  York,  by  this  single  appropriation,  is 
sufficient  in  amonnt  to  enable  Uiat  State,  oould 
she  control  it,  to  accomplish  some  of  her  most 
useful  and  favorite  plans  of  internal  improve- 
ment^ and  this  is  to  be  bartered  away  for  a  few 
miles  of  a  great  national  road,  catting  through 
a  owner  of  her  territoir. 

Let  any  genUeman  look,  for  a  moment,  at 
the  operation  of  this  scheme,  and  then  tell  me 
whetiier  he  will  have  the  hardihood  to  ask  a 
New  Yorker  to  vote  for  this  bill.  No,  sir,  I 
will  not  violate  the  public  trust  reposed  in  me: 
I  will  not  prostitnte  my  vote  to  the  surrender- 
ing of  the  rights  of  the  State.  X  will  resist  ^ia 
attempt  to  force  the  shackles  upon  her.  Were 
this  a  work  of  ntihty,  and  did  there  exist  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  its  advancing  the  gen- 
eral welfare,  the  hardship  would  not  be  so 

Seat;  but  I  repeat  what  my  colleague  (Mr, 
onbll)  has  saic^  the  prcyect  is  wild,  visionary, 
idle,  and  useleea. 

A  few  years  ago,  the  State  of  New  York 
applied  to  this  Government  for  assistance  in 
constructing  her  oanal.  Her  then  contem- 
plated work  was  of  a  national  character ;  it  was 
no  less  than  &e  connecting,  by  a  navigable 
communioatioo,  of  the  waters  of  the  great 
western  lakes  with  the  Hudson  River,  and  unit- 
ing navigable  waters  extending  from  the  Atlan- 
tic two  thousand  miles  into  the  interior.  What 
waa  your  answer  to  this  application  ?  Notwith- 
standing the  important  link  this  work  was  to 
form,  notwithstanding  the  increase  of  com- 
merce it  was  to  create,  and  notwithstimding 
the  vast  fiuulities  it  was  to  afibrd,  you,  in  your 
warlike  and  other  operations,  told  her  that  ^on 
had  not  the  oonstitntioDd  power  to  appropriate 
the  flmds  of  the  nation  to  purposes  of  internal 
improvement.  New  York  was  satisfied  with 
your  answer ;  she  neither  murmured  nor  com- 
plained. She  had  too  much  patriotism,  and  too 
just  a  sense  of  your  limited  authority,  to  press 
you  to  a  violation  of  that  sacred  compact  which 
forms  our  bond  of  union.  Taking  you  at  your 
word,  she  believed  you  had  decided  in  good 
futh  upon  her  appUcation,  and  she  believed 
that  your  deoinon  would  stand  as  a  controlling 
[Kecedent  in  all  simUar  cases.  Upon  the  faith 
of  this  understanding,  she  resorted  to  her  own 
energies,  and,  through  a  wise,  pmdentL  and 
persevering  policy,  she  has  aoomnpliahea  her 
grand  deugn,  and  asfomiahed  the  world  by  her 
snecess.  abo  has  taxed  herself  for  this  Im- 
provranent :  her  own  resources  have  met  the 
current  expense,  and  this  Government  has  not 
been  annoyed  by  beggarly  applications  for  her 
rdief.  Whilst  she  has  been  expending  twenty 
millions  of  doUars  for  these  objects,  and  resting 
upon  her  own  means  to  extinguish  the  cost,  you 
have  b^u  lavishing  the  national  funds  upon 
interior  projects  in  other  sections  of  the  Unuai; 
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the  utility  of  all  of  which  combined,  will  not 
compare  with  what  she  has  effected. 

Since  the  wisdom  of  this  Government  has 
fathomed  the  depths  of  its  power,  reversed  its 
solemn  decision,  and  eotered  the  field  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  New  York  has  been  under- 
going a  double  taxation.  She  has  met  the 
demands  for  her  own  improv^cota,  and  been 
oraelly  compelled  to  pay  for  the  one-dzth  of 
yours.  Aoonmnlating  -bnrduis  oppTess  her; 
Bhe  finda  her  bands  tied,  and  her  Treastuy  ez- 
haasted.  She  is  compelled  to  impose  a  direct 
tax  npon  her  citizena,  to  meet  the  current  ex- 
penses of  her  Oovemment,  and  to  suspend  the 
proeecQtion  of  some  of  her  fkrorite  works.  In 
this  embarrassing  state  of  her  finances,  and  whilst 
deploring  her  want  of  means  necessary  for 
the  iHirther  prosecution  of  her  fjavorite  plana,  yon 
threaten,  in  addition  to  your  former  exactions, 
to  rifle  her  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars 
by  this  bill,  and  to  perpetuate  your  oppression. 

Sir,  I  hope  the  motion  to  stnke  ont  the  first 
section  of  this  bill  will  inrevul :  if  it  does  not, 
I  will  flifer  tLe  amendment  I  mentioned,  at  the 
earliest  opportnnity. 

As  a  representa^re  from  the  State  <tf  New 
York,  I  protest  ag^nst  the  power  of  tliis  Gov- 
ernment to  pass  this  bill  into  a  law.  I  protest 
against  its  partiality,  and  agunst  its  prodigal 
waste  of  the  public  treasure.  New  T<H-k  has 
patiently  and  quietly  borne  all  the  burdens  you 
have  cast  upon  her.  Her  attachment  to  the 
Union  forbids  the  thought  of  estraoging  herself 
from  you.  She  xtsks  you  to  return  to  those 
principles  which  governed  your  councils  in  de- 
ciding her  application. 

If  you  have  a  surplus  in  your  Treasury,  she 
asks  yon  to  apply  it  to  the  payment  of  your 
national  debt,  asxi,  when  that  shall  have  been 
done,  if  a  muplos  still  remain,  she  asks  you  for 
a  just  and  equal  distribtttiuL  , 

Should  you  refuse  this  request,  and  con- 
tinue your  present  system  of  legislation,  regard- 
less of  her  rights,  to  say  the  least  of  i^  she 
will  take  it  most  unkindly. 

Mr.  Pkttih  now  withdrew  the  motion  which 
he  made  some  days  ago,  to  strike  out  the  en- 
acting clause  of  the  bill,  having  at  first  made  it 
to  enable  gentiemen  to  discuss  the  general 
merits,  free  of  the  amendments  proposed. 

Mr.  Obajo^  of  Virginia,  regretted  that  the 
motion  was  withdrawn,  as  he  thought  it  desir- 
able to  see  whether  there  was  a  mi^oii^  for 
the  bill,  before  the  amendments  were  taken  up. 

Mr.  Sto  BBS,  of  New  York,  renewed  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  enacting  claose,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  ofier  his  reasons  for  being  opposed 
to  this  bill,  although  now  and  always  an  advo- 
cate of  the  constitutional  power  of  internal 
bnprovement 

Mr.  Bom.DiH  had  no  prepared  speech  to 
make  on  the  subject ;  he  had  no  note  of  what 
had  been  said  on  it  by  others ;  but  the  deep  in- 
terest felt  by  those  who  sent  me  here,  (sud 
Mr.  B.,)  in  tiie  question  now  under  considera- 
tion— an  interest  felt  by  them  in  common  with 


aU  the  growers  of  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacoOj  in 
this  Union,  forbids  that  I  should  give,  entire- 
ly, a  silent  vote.  The  evils,  both  moral  and 
political,  which  mtist  and  will  arise  from  carry- 
ing the  principle  of  this  into  practical  effect, 
from  exeoutiotf  a  general  scheme  of  internal 
improvement,  nave  been  set  forth  so  clearly  by 
my  oolleagne,  (Mr.  Babbovb,)  the  inexpediency 
of  the  proposed  measure  proved  by  argumenta 
BO  strong  and  (dear,  that  nothing  would  be 
needed  to  exemplify,  extend,  or  apply  tds  views, 
were  I  able  to  execute  such  a  ta^.  And  as  it 
regards  the  road  now  proposed,  from  Buffalo, 
by  the  way  of  Washington,  to  New  Orleans,  if 
any  tiling  had  been  wanting  to  prove  its  inutUity, 
I  had  almost  said  its  absuraity,  when  compared 
with  its  cost,  the  same  has  been  most  amply 
supplied  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Stobbs,)  who,  thou^  a  friend  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  proves  that  the  measure  itself  is  any- 
thing else  rather  than  wisdom.  Ihavebutasin- 
gle  additional  view  of  this  case  to  present  to  this 
committee.  Sir,  my  constitiientfl,  togetiier  with 
the  growers  of  two-tliirds  of  tbe  wh^e  exports 
of  this  Union,  have  regarded  and  do  r^sra  Uie 
]HOceeding8  of  the  present  Congress  wuh  much 
anxiety.  Upon  their  minds  the  convicti<m  tbat 
an  unequal  share  of  the  public  burdens  are  laid 
on  them,  is  dees-rooted ;  it  is  an  opinion  fixed 
as  fate,  it  has  been  well  and  long  examined ; 
every  fact  and  circumstance  belonging  to  it  has 
been  viewed  and  reviewed,  patientiy  and  dili- 
genUy,  and  has  been  presented,  here  and  else- 
where, in  a  light  so  clear,  that,  as  it  appears  to 
me,  nothing  but  the  potent  effect  of  real  or 
supposed  interest  could  prevent  the  majority 
(to  whom  I  now  address  myself)  from  seeing 
it  as  it  is.  And  thon^  I  may  be  truly  told 
that  interest  has  as  binding  an  effect  on  one 
side  as  the  other,  the  very  fact  that  we  an 
arranged  on  different  sides,  according  to  our 
general  occupations,  proves  the  unequal  opera- 
tion of  our  present  revenue  laws.  The  m^jw- 
ity,  I  know,  c^  the  protecting  duties  the  Amer- 
ican system,  and  say  it  is  good ;  and  for  them, 
it  may  seem  so.  I  shaU  not  enter  the  lists 
agidnst  their  formed,  their  nourished  opinions, 
based  as  they  are  on  apparent  interest;  it 
would  be  a  hopeless  task  indeed.  But  I  may,  I 
think,  safely  ask  this  committee  to  believe,  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  whole  southern  country, 
(except  the  sugar  planters,]  they  are  uneqnally 
taxed ;  and  I  said  that  the  movements  m  this 
Con^jess  were  regarded  by  them  with  deep 
sdioitude ;  they  looked,  tai^  with  anxic47  for 
the  Preudent^s  Message ;  they  had  no  ri^t  to 
expect  from  him  an  abandonment  of  the  tariff 
principle;  they  knew,  when  they  voted  for 
him,  that  his  opinions  were  witii  tiie  migurity 
on  that  point ;  they,  therefore,  did  not  expect 
him  to  recommend  a  system  of  taxation,  by 
which  they  would  be  required  to  pay  no  more 
than  their  equal  6hare  of  the  public  burdens ; 
but  they  did  expect  him  to  recommend  a  modi- 
fication of  the  present  law  on  that  subject; 
they  w«e  not  dia^ipointed :  they  had  a  ri^C 
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to  d«nand  of  bim,  and  of  70a,  that  in  this 
modifie^on  their  iotereets  Bhoold  be  regarded. 

rir,  and  that  their  opinions,  too,  should 
have  ttmr  doe  weight ;  here,  nr,  the  message 
u  also  as  it  Bhoold  be :  for  the  lake  of  harmony 
in  oar  national  eonndla,  an  abandonment  of  the 
scheme  of  internal  improvement  is  distinctly 
recommended.  Bat  liie  indications  of  the 
temper  of  the  Hotise  on  those  two  points  are 
calralated  to  increase  the  anxiety  of  the  Booth 
to  produce  alarm  in  their  minds.  A  bill  to 
modify  the  tariff  in  the  spirit  of  the  message, 
TS3  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Ueane.  It  was  kicked  out  with  indignity 
by  this  Honse,  and  by  most  of  the  same  votes ; 
a  most  alarming  liberality  in  appropriations 
is  obewvable.  Shflll  the  entire  payment  of 
the  imbfia  debt  give  ns  no  relief  I  I  beg 
the  committee  to  panse,  and  think  of  this 
matte-;  we  have  no  hope  for  Jiistio&  we  look 
not  for  eqaalilry  of  taxation.  This  iDeqnality 
we  have  borne,  and  (to  be  ^plied  to  the  neces- 
■ary  expenses  oi  Government)  we  will  bear  it 
so  long  as  it  is  tolerable :  nor  will  I  attempt  to 
mark  the  limits  to  which  Virginia  will  go. 
Whatsoever  can  be  done  by  heroic  fortdtnde,  all 
that  can  be  dictated  by  love  of  this  Union,  by 
her  dear  perception  of  her  deep  interest  in  it, 
viU  be  done.  Bat  I  pray  yon,  do  not  declare 
to  ber  that  the  present  inequality  of  taxation 
shall  not  only  remain,  as  it  re^>ect8  the  propor- 
tions, bat  shall  be  kept  np,  as  it  regards  also  its 
amooni.  It  is  not  snfficient  to  answer  that 
this  ineqaaH^  is  inui^ary.  The  I^slators  of 
this  land  cannot  wisely,  they  cannot  safely, 
disregard  deliberate,  settlea  opinions  of  the 
growers  cf'  two-thirds  of  its  exporta  Hiis 
interest  is  too  powerfal  in  wealt^  nmnbers, 
and  talents,  to  be  thns  treated.  I  ask  not,  I  do 
not  insinoate,  that  the  decision  of  this  qnestion 
is  to  be  left  to  them.  Ko,  sir ;  this  whole  sab* 
jeet  is  to  be  weif^ed  and  decided  by  the  major- 
itf,  vho  feel  not  the  interest  and  partake  not 
of  the  opinions  of  the  popolation  allnded  to. 
I  adc  tiiat  miQonty,  in  framing  their  own  apia- 
niffliB,  to  spread  ont  this  whole  country  before 
their  mind  a  eye.  Ton  know  that  sore  restlesa- 
BOB  eziats^  if  yen  will  not,  and  think  yon  can- 
not qipease  it.  It  is  unwise,  it  is  ansafe,  to 
incKase  it.  TThe  ai^nments  which  the  com- 
nuttee  hwe  beard  from  others,  prove  clearly 
thtt  tUs  road  oould  get  bnt  few  votes  in  ite 
£nor,  upon  a  nmple  comparison  of  pablio  and 
g«nenl  ntility  with  its  cost  The  abstract  prin- 
ople  of  iotcxiud  improvement  with  its  connec- 
tion vitti  tiie  Amencan  system  (as  it  is  called) 
13  to  oany  the  bill,  if  carried  at  all.  Shonld 
this  bill  psMj  I  should  r^^d  it  as  oonclnnve, 
that  the  parpose  of  this  Qovemment,  to  keep 
the  {H-eseot  grincUng  oppreadon  of  the  Sonth 
Bptoitepreaent  amoont,  is  fixed.  I  have  an 
iwfld  fecung  on  tins  point.  I  know  well  the 
opiidoDB  mj  own  eonstitoo^  and  we  all 
Blow  that  iHte  otnnmon  feeUng,  on  tUa  sa^eot, 
perrailes  the  vh<de  southern  ooontrj.  They 
cannot,  fiR>  one  mm&aii  be  duped  into  the 


[BL  or  R. 

belief  that  the  ineqoality  they  are  snbjected  to, 
is,  under  any  (drcamstaaces,  to  be  made  to  them 
by  the  dishnreementa  of  the  Govemmeqt  The 
best,  the  most  they  ooold  hope  for,  nnder  the 
operation  of  this  internal  improvement  system, 
is  an  effect  sometimes  seen  in  tine  eondact  of  a 
speculator,  who,  finding  that  the  stock  on  hood 
has  fallen  in  price,  goes  on  pnrcbanng  on  a 
falling  market,  whereby  he  lowers  the  average, 
but  increases  his  loss.  So  long,  therefore,  as 
the  Bonthem  country  pays  two  dollars  tax  for 
every  one  dollar  of  that  tax  that  is  paid  into  the 
Treasnrf ,  will  it  be  pl^n  to  them  ibat,  even  on  an 
equal  application  of  the  revenue  to  all  parts  of 
the  Union,  they  will  be  losers  one  hundred  per 
cent. ;  but  they  know  they  are  to  lose  more. 
They  have  no  warrant  for  the  belief,  that  those 
who  now  aee  not  that  they  are  nnequally  taxed, 
will  ever  be  leas  nneqnal  m  the  t^plioaticm  of 
the  proceeds.  Should  any  thmg  be  dtme  in 
their  country,  onder  the  name  of  internal  im- 
provement, they  well  do  know  that,  for  every 
dollar  thus  received,  they  will  pay  five ;  and 
from  the  manner  suc^  works  mast  and  will  be 
executed,  their  own  contributions  to  the  partic- 
ular work  itself  will  exceed  its  value.  But, 
sir,  if  this  bill  passes,  they  see  not  in  it  a  dis- 
position to  give  them  one  dollar  in  five  of  their 
own  money.  They  cannot  regard  the  money 
as  ^propriated  to  open  the  road.  Ko,  sir; 
they  will  believe  that  the  road  is  to  be  opened 
to  appropriate  the  money.  I  shall  say  nothing 
of  the  want  of  lavfld  power  which  should  now 
hold  our  hand.  Reasons,  good,  for  declining  to 
argue  that  qtiostion  here,  were  stated  in  the 
opening  of  the  debate.  Bat  the  deep,  the 
settled  (minion  of  the  South,  that  they  are 
oppreased,  becomes  a  matter  of  more  seriona 
conseqaences,  when  you  take  into  view  their 
equally  settled  opinion,  that  the  oppresdon 
arises  from  the  exertion  of  unautjiorized  pow- 
er in  the  manner  the  taxes  are  laid.  This  mode 
of  continuiDg  these  taxes,  or  increasing  them,  is 
also  by  them  regarded  as  unconstitutional.  The 
state  of  feeling  and  of  opinion  thus  entertained 
by  the  South,  I  wish  taken  up  and  considered  as 
a  snbstantive  arinunent  in  ftseU^  nnoonneoted 
with  &a  idea  of  Its  being  well  or  ill  founded. 
Ton  oannot  say  it  is  capricious;  yon  cannot 
say  it  is  entitled  to  no  respect ;  the  opinion  has 
been  long  fixed,  it  is  identified  with  the  soil ; 
it  is  now,  and  always  has  been,  the  d^iberate 
conviotion  of  many  of  the  clearest  heads  and 
soundest  hearts  of  this  or  any  other  country. 
It  pervades  a  large,  a  powerfal  section  of  coun- 
try, marked  out  by  natural  boundaries.  The 
lawgiver  who  acts  in  contempt  or  disre^rd  of 
opinions,  thus  situated,  acts  unwisely ;  he  treads 
on  danger's  giddy  brink.  Mr.  Jefferson  is  often 
cited  as  authority  here  on  all  sides ;  the  fixed 
opinion  of  New  Eo^and  caused  Mm  to  give  np 
the  embargo.  The  <q»inion  of  Kaaaaontuetta 
was  not  more  firmly  or  warmly  set  against  the 
embargo,  than  la  that  of  the  whole  Bonth 
agunst  the  tarifi^  and  tiiia  mode  of  oontimdng 
or  inereodng  it.  Ovr  foderatiive  tyitem  ia80[K 
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posed  to  be  wisely  contrived  to  eecare  as  mnofa 
of  energy  as  is  consistent  with  the  preservation 
of  liberty ;  but,  sir,  the  lawgiver  who  acts  on 
these  States  as  one  compact  whole,  and  regards 
not  the  o]>inionB,  nay,  the  prejudices  of  large 
compact  minorities,  knows  nothing  of  the  spirit 
in  which  the  constitution  was  formed,  or  the 
practical  administration  by  which  oar  Umon, 
nnder  it,  can  be  preserved. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Shbpabd  a^d  he  did  not  rise  at 
that  late  hour,  wiOk  any  desire  of  entering  fully 
into  the  diaonsdoD  of  the  saMeot  before  we 
committee.  I  have  (said  Ur.  S.)  no  sooh  un- 
charitable intention ;  I  merely  wiah  to  explain 
the  reasons  why  I  should  give  the  vote  I  Intend 
to  do  on  this  occasion.  And  this,  sir,  would 
be  unnecessary ;  but,  represeutingthe  section  of 
oonntiy,  and  holding  tne  opinions  which  I  do, 
my  motives  might  ouierwise  be  misnnderstood. 
Perhaps  in  the  coarse  of  my  observations  I  may 
be  induced  to  take  a  short  excorsion  along  th^ 
road,  with  the  view  of  picking  up  a  few  strag- 

Slers  by  the  way  side.  This  subject  has  been 
iscussed  iipon  two  grounds — ^its  constitution- 
alit7  and  its  utility.  I  had  ho[>ed,  sir,  atber  the 
abandonment  of  the  Mnutitntionial  ground  of 
objection  by  the  hcmorable  gentieman  from 
Yirnnia,  we  ahonld  have  taken  the  question  as 
settled,  that  the  General  Government  have  the 
right  to  prosecute  works  of  improvement  with- 
in the  bounds  of  the  several  States. 

[Here  Mr.  Babboub  interrapted  JSi,  S.,  and 
denied  he  had  abandoned  that  gronnd.] 

I  have  no  intention  of  roaming  over  the  nu- 
meroQs  reasons  why  the  General  Gtovermnent 
has  tliia  power;  but  would  m'erely  observe, 
that  it  is  very  surprising  to  see  gentlemen  de- 
nying this  power,  who  admit  other  constmo- 
tions  of  a  more  evil  or  dangeroos  tendency.  It 
is  the  practice  of  those  who  advocate  this  re- 
strlctive  confltmction  of  the  oonstitutionf  to  ap- 
peal to  Mr.  Jefferson  as  to  a  pore  fountain  of 
truth,  nndefiled ;  they  catch  at  the  alightwt 
word  which  has  fallen  from  him,  and  re^trd  it 
as  an  incontrovertible  political  axiom,  ^d 
yet,  sir,  tiie  most  remarkable  instance  of  con- 
■tmctive  power  ever  assumed  by  this  Grovem- 
ment  was  under  his  administration,  and  by  his 
recommendation.  I  mean  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana.  I  would  ask  those  who  rely  on  this 
authority  for  the  correct  construction  of  the 
constitution,  to  show  me  the  clause  which  gave 
the  power  of  pnrchasing  Louiedana  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government ;  and,  if  they  cannot  find  it 
expressed  totidan  wrfti^  will  thcty  stand  upon 
this  floor  and  condemn  that  purchase  f  wiU 
they  condemn  an  act  which  brought  a  new 
world  into  existence,  and  opened  the  fertile  and 
pro^>aoua  West  to  the  industry  and  enterprise 
of  our  f^ow-citizenst  I  mention  this  fact, 
with  no  intention  of  derogating  from  the  well- 
earned  Came  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  but  as  an  instance 
of  his  practical  construction  of  the  constitution. 
If  his  <^inion  changed,  I  know  of  no  reason 
why  we  shonld  wander,  even  with  the  divine 
Hsto.  It  is  unneeeBBary  to  go  very  remotely 
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\fwsk.  for  precedents  of  constructive  powers — 
we  can  find  them  snfBcientiy  numerous  by  daily 
observation  in  this  Honse.  It  has  not  been 
many  days  since  we  construed  two  "little 
words  "  into  a  statute  of  Yirginia,  in  order  to 
^]Qct  one  member  from  his  seat,  and  put  an- 
other one  in  it.  And  for  this  we  had  the  eflS- 
cient  aid  of  the  honorable  genUeman  from  Vir- 
ginia, who  spoke  so  feelingly  against  this  bill. 
I  followed  his  example ;  for  I  uionght  hie  con- 
struction the  right  one,  although  the  reasons 
for  it  would  not  he  entirely  satisfactory  to  a 
plain  man,  who  understands  words  by  their 
apparent  meanings.  The  truth  is,  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  was  intended  to  save 
the  country  from  raasiesej  and  anarchy.  It  Is  a 
grant  of  ennmerated  powers;  powers  which 
could  not  be  very  rigidly  or  strictiy  defined. 
The  wants  of  a  great  and  growing  nation  could 
not  be  anticipate  or  imagined ;  and  bo  long  as 
the  exercise  of  those  powers  tends  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare  and  prosperity,  they  answer  the 
great  end  for  which  they  were  designed.  It  is 
immaterial  what  set  of  politicians  are  called  to 
tihe  administn^on  of  tiiis  Government— they 
will  find  themselves  compelled  to  adopt  the 
construction  now  contended  fin*.  Upon  any 
other,  the  Government  may  reel  on  its  feeUe 
existence  for  a  few  years,  and  finally  be  dis- 
solved by  its  own  weakness.  We  have  heard 
allu^ons  made  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  to 
those  persons  who  desire  a  great  and  splendid 
Government  If  by  a  splendid  Government, 
gentlemen  mean  a  Goveiimient  ' which  carries 
its  blessings  into  the  remotest  comers  of  its  do- 
minions, which  peoples  its  forests  vrith  a  living 
and  industrious  multitude,  which  is  hailed  with 
gratitude  and  joy  in  the  remotest  log  honse  be- 
yond the  monntaius,  I  am,  sir,  for  a  splendid 
Govemment  I  woold  r^oice  to  see  the  day 
when  the  name  of  an  American  citisen,  like 
that  of  the  ancient  Boman,  would  be  a  protec- 
tion on  eveiT  sea,  and  a  terror  to  tyrants  on 
every  land.  Bat  if  nothing  more  is  meant  than 
a  continual  playing  with  tne  passions  and  prej- 
udices of  the  people,  for  the  offices  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  less  we  have  of  snch  splendor  the 
better.  To  be  happy  and  free,  we  must  be 
great.  By  greatness  I  do  not  mean  the  volnp- 
tuous  ^lendor  of  an  eastern  monarch,  a  mere 
sensual  enjoyment,  the  indolence  of  one,  main- 
tained by  the  sacrUice  of  millions ;  I  mean  that 
greatness  which  demands  and  obtiuns  the  re- 
spect of  the  world ;  which  ensures  to  the  poor- 
est citizen  of  the  community  perscmal  flecnrity, 
the  means  of  obtuning  plenty,  and  a  fair  field 
for  the  exercise  of  all  tne  enernes  of  1^  natore. 
The  most  melancholy  forebodings  have  beea 
indulged  in,  should  we  continue  to  progress 
with  this  system  of  opoiing  roads,  making  ca- 
nals, and  deepening  harbors.  The  fate  of  Rome 
has  been  brought  before  us,  and  punted  in 
vivid  colors ;  her  passion  for  splendor  has  been 
assigned  as  the  le^timate  cause  of  her  dc^ada- 
tion  and  misery.  Borne  was  a  nation  of  war- 
riors ;  her  ^mdid  w^ys  were  oraistmoted  to 
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transport  her  conquering  l^ons  to  enslave  na- 
Htm;  she  lived  hj  the  plander  of  the  world : 
desplsiiig  commerce  and  the  pnnnits  of  civil 
life,  Bbe  had  no  oecapatiou  ont  that  of  war. 
Tbe  comparison,  therefore^  is  not  sostained; 
oar  roads  are  intended  to  draw  cdoser  the  bond 
of  anion ;  to  drive,  hj  a  nearer  and  more  fa- 
miliar intercourse,  barbarism  and  hostile  feel- 
ings from  amon^  ns ;  to  unite  ns,  by  the  closest 
of  idl  Ues,  the  tie  of  interest.  Bu^  sir,  should 
this  devoat  end  not  be  obtained,  ehonld  the  sun 
of  oar  horizon  mn  his  ecliptic  coarse  through 
as  brilliaDt  a  galaxj  as  that  of  ancient  Rome, 
and  fin^jr  set  in  as  mild  a  splendor  as  that  of 
modem  Italy,  tiie  land  of  science  and  of  glory, 
this  irosld  be  better,  far  better,  than  twenty- 
foar  petty,  jarring,  independent  mhes,  the  nata- 
ralauiueTitable  result  of  the  opposite  doctiine. 
'bt  tbe  oae  case,  we  may  leave  something  for 
tbe  stody  and  admiration  of  mankind ;  in  the 
odier,  a  great  deal  for  his  scorn  and  contempt. 
EqaaUy  onfortnnate,  in  my  estimation,  was  the 
allosion  made  to  the  present  condition  of  Eng- 
l&nd.  Her  immense  debt,  which  weighs  so 
heavily  upon  Qie  industry  of  her  people,  was 
not  incmT^  by  making  roads  or  cutting  canals, 
bat  in  nnnece^ry  wars ;  so  far  fVom  it,  that 
tbe  very  existence  of  that  conntry  is  now  to  be 
attribated  to  its  high  state  of  improvement,  to 
the  UcU'itj  of  intercourse  tbrongh  every  section, 
by  meaas  of  which  the  industry  of  every  part 
of  the  popnlation  is  wafted  to  every  quarter  of 
the  womL  By  means  of  the  twenty-five  or 
thirty  canals  nutiog  the  eastern  with  the  west- 
ern section  of  England,  the  spirit  and  intelligeace 
of  the  coital  is  conveyed  in  a  fruitful  stream 
thronghout  the  kingdom.  We  have  seen  Eng- 
land, with  a  popuUtion  of  ten  or  fifteen  mil- 
lions, maintaining  a  firm  and  invincible  front 
against  bostije  Europe.  We  have  seen  her 
warring  in  erery  hemisphere,  the  last  refuge 
and  only  hope  of  fkee  principles  in  the  old 
world  I 

To  what  are  we  to  attribute  this  indomitable 
spirit  1  And  whence  did  she  draw  the  treasure 
to  SDstain  this  protracted  stnigele  ?  Her  peo- 
ple^ on  beholdmg  t&e  land  ofuieir  birth  ren- 
amed a  garden,  and  endeared  by  their  industry, 
would  have  died  sooner  than  have  j>ermittea 
the  ^Uer  to  have  entered  their  territory.  In 
the  coarse  of  this  debate,  we  have  heard  the 
Rmark  of  a  celebrated  British  orator,  "  that 
the  power  of  the  crown  had  increased,  was  in- 
creuhig,  and  ought  to  be  diminished,"  applied 
to  this  Government.  This  may  be  true,  sir, 
but  there  is  no  evidence  of  it.  To  ascertain  if 
there  is  a  probable  foundation  for  the  remark, 
let  us  look  at  the  occurrences  of  the  last  few 
years.  Ve  have  seen  an  administration  hurled 
from  its  seat  by  a  spontaneous  burst  of  the 
pt^nlarTC^;  not  because  the  constitution  had 
wen  vidated,  not  because  the  libertj  of  any 
ooe  had  been  assailed,  but  ftom  a  bare  snspidon 
that  onbintesa  had  becu  used  in  preventing  the 
will  <tf  the  nudinjty.  And  although,  now,  no 
honorable  naa  Delieves  thore  waa  aay  oorrap- 
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tion  in  the  choice,  though  the  charge  has  been 
consigned  to  the  **  kennel  of  forgotten  oalum- 
nies,"  the  bare  existence  of  this  ciroumstanoe  is 
proof  of  the  nnoontroUed  and  nnomtrollable 
power  of  the  people  in  the  administra^n  of 
this  Qovenunent.  Does  not  this  House  daily 
exhibit  that  they  are  trembliugly  alive  to  the 
opinion  of  their  constituents  f  That  the  slight- 
est murmur  of  disapprobation  at  home  sounds 
like  thunder  in  their  earst  How,  then,  can  we 
imagine  the  power  of  the  Government  is  in- 
creasing ?  Are  we  prepared  to  adopt  the  nulli- 
fying notions  that  seem  to  have  struck  so  forci- 
bly the  imaginations  of  some  of  our  politicians ! 
I  hope  not ;  I  do  not  despair  of  th'e  republic, 
but  have  great  confidence  in  the  permanence  of 
our  institutions.  And,  although  I  difi'er  widely 
from  many  of  the  (mponents  of  Hiis  biU,  I  can- 
not vote  ror  It.  I  do  not  think  the  en»edienoy 
or  necessity  of  a  road  from  BnffWo  to  New  Or- 
leans has  been  shown  to  the  House.  I  have 
no  donbt  that  the  Gieneral  Qovemment  has  the 
power  to  execute  the  work ;  but  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  expend  so  laige  a  sum  of  money  as  this 
road  will  require,  for  an  object  the  utility  of 
which  is  so  doubtful.  I  will  not  repeat  the  ar- 
guments which  have  just  fallen  from  the  honor- 
able gentieman  from  New  York ;  to  my  mind 
they  are  perfectly  satisfactory  of  the  inexpe- 
diency of  this  measure. 

Hr.  Rausbt,  of  Pennsylvania,  sjpoke  in  ex- 
planation of  his  former  remarks,  referred  to  by 
some  gentlemen. 

Kr.  Oabsoh  replied  to  some  of  the  remarks 
of  his  colleague,  Mr.  SHSPAitD. 

Mr.  WioKLiPFB  moved  that  the  committee 
rise,  and  report  the  bill,  with  a  view  of  refn^ns 
leave  to  sit  again,  and  discusedng  the  amend- 
ment in  the  Home ;  bnt 

The  Ch^  pronounced  the  motion  oat  of 
order. 

Mr.  Btobrs  replied  to  some  remarks  of  Mr. 
Ramsey,  in  reference  to  his  coarse  on  this  bill ; 
and, 

After  some  further  explanation  between  Mr. 
SasFABD  and  Mr.  Oubsok, 
The  committee  rose,  on'  motion  of  Mr.  Ar- 

CHEB. 


Fhidat,  April  2. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution,  propoung  to  set  apart  every  other 
Tbursdf^  for  snch  legislation  as  may  be  necea- 
sary  for  the  District  of  Ckdninbia. 

After  a  good  deal  of  debate  on  the  part  of 
Messrs.  Speioht  and  P.  P.  Babboub,  against  the 
resolution,  and  Messrs.  Maexabt,  Davis,  and 
IsoEBsoLL,  in  its  favor,  and  an  ineffectual  at- 
tempt of  Mr.  Babbocb  to  lay  it  on  the  table, 
the  resolntion  was  adopted— yeas  86,  nays  76 
— BO  modified  aa  to  commence  next  Thorsday. 

SATum>AT,  April  8. 
The  Houae  took  up  the  fi^wlng  resolntiQi^ 
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reported  ^JJ  Hr.  Batbb,  tcom  the  Oommittee  <m 
Huitary  Fendons: 

^*  BMohed,  That  the  Comnittee  oa  HUitary  Pea- 
rions  be  inatrncted,  agreeably  to  the  Preaident's 
recommendation  in  .hia  message  of  the  aiith  of  De- 
cember last,  to  reTise  the  pennoa  law,  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  extending  Its  benefits  to  every  soldier  who 
aided  in  establtshing  our  liberties,  and  who  is  unable 
to  maintain  himself  in  comfort,  and  to  report  to  the 
House  a  bill  for  that  purpose.  And,  also,  that  said 
comnuttee  be  further  instructed,  agreeably  to  said 
reoommendation,  to  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  all 
those  who  were,  dnrlng  the  last  war,  Asabled  from 
supporting  themselves  oy  manual  labor." 

Hr.  Bates  said,  the  applications  for  pensions 
are  numerons,  which  do  not  come  within  the 
range  of  the  provisions  of  the  pennons  laws, 
and  for  which  provision  ought  to  be  made,  it 
made  at  alL  by  a  general  law,  and  not  hy  spe- 
dal  acts.  In  order  to  take  the  jadgment  of  the 
House  npon  the  propriety  of  passing  snch  gen- 
eral law,  the  committee  thonght  it  best  to  pre- 
sent the  qnestion  in  the  form  of  a  resolation, 
that  it  might  be  stripped  of  the  embarrassments 
and  refuges  which  the  details  of  a  hill  create ; 
and  he  supposed  it  woald  be  expected  of  him 
in  a  few  words  to  call  the  attention  of  tlie 
House  to  its  import  and  general  bearing. 

The  resolution  (he  said)  embodies  precisely 
the  recommendation  of  the  President  in  his 
message  at  the  openmg  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  no  more,  no  less.  It  involves  two 
propo6itioD8,  the  one  relating  to  the  soldiers  of 
the  revohitioii,  the  other  to  the  invalida  of  the 
last  war.  The  first  proportion  is  to  extend  the 
benefits  of  the  existing  law  to  "  every  soldier  of 
the  revolution  who  aided  in  achieving  our  liber- 
ties, and  who  is  unable  to  midnt^  himself  in 
comfort"  To  extend  the  existing  pension  law 
— ^the  act  of  1828,  bo  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
officers,  was  founded  on  compact;  and,  so  far 
as  respects  the  soldiers,  it  nves  pensions  only 
to  those  who  served  to  the  dose  or  tiie  war,  &c., 
without  any  reference  to  their  ability  or  in- 
ability to  support  themselves ;  and  has,  there- 
fore, no  application  to  the  Bubject  in  hand. 
The  law  <tt  1818  gives  a  pension  to  those  of 
the  continental  establishment^  who,  at  one 
period  of  the  war,  or,  in  the  langtiage  of  the 
act,  at  any  period  of  the  war.  served  for  the 
term  of  nine  months  or  longer,"  and  who  were 
in  sach  circumstances  as  to  need,  &c  Under 
the  constmction  which  has  been  given  to  this 
act,  those  whose  enlistment  was  for  a  shorter 
term  than  nine  months,  whatever  might  have 
been  their  term  or  service,  are  excluded,  and 
those,  aho,  who  enlisted  for  nine  months,  and 
hy  captivity  were  prevented  from  serving  in 
the  army.  For  these  two  classes  provision  has 
been  made  b^  tbe  bill  that  has  gone  to  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  which,  by  great  grace  and  favor,  has 
reached  the  honor  of  a  second  reading,  npon  a 
call  of  yeas  and  nays,  by  a  vote  of  nineteen  to 
seventeen.  Hr.  B.  said  he  oongratalated  the 
House  upon  lliis  oocaricm  Itimi^t  grow  to  be 
of  swae  importaiioe  in  this  Govemment,  fiw  the 
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bill  cftko  last  Congress  did  not  arrive  even  to 
that  honor.  Do  what  you  will  to  these  old  sol- 
diers, but  hear  them.  And  if  they  are  not  to  be 
heard,  let  this  House  he  heard  in  their  behalf 
at  least  with  the  nsaal  forms  of  respect  and  a^ 
tention.  The  resolution,  therefore,  only  covers, 
beyond,  the  cases  of  those  who,  under  different 
enlistments,  served  nine  months,  or,  under  one 
or  more  enlistments,  a  shorter  term  than  nine 
months. 

There  was  another  class  of  troops,  now  known 
as  State  troops,  eleven  regiments,  or  rather 
battalions,  for  they  consisted  of  but  five  hun- 
dred men  each,  who  are  also  provided  for  by 
the  hill  now  in  the  Senate,  leaving  those  only 
to  1>e  embraced  hy  the  resolution,  who  served 
for  a  shorter  time  than  nine  months,  or  nine 
months  at  different  times. 

The  third  class  consists  of  the  militia  and 
volunteers,  who,  at  all  timei^  were  useful,  and, 
on  many  occasions,  saw  very  hard  service. 

The  proposition,  then,  is  to  give  reUef  to  all 
the  soldiers  of  the  revolntion,  whetlier  conti- 
nental.  State,  militia,  or  volunteer,  who  are  un- 
able to  muntain  themselves  in  comfort,  as  a  na- 
tional memorial,  and  testimonial  of  oar  gratitude 
and  justice,  of  their  merit  and  worth,  and  of 
the  glorious  results  of  their  services— -a  fbH 
pension  to  those  who  served  nine  months,  and 
a  pro  rata  pension  to  those  who  served  Im 
This,  however,  to  be  fixed  in  the  detdk  of  the  i 
bill  as  may  be  thonght  proper. 

The  second  proposition  is  to  give  a  pennon  | 
to  those  '*  who  were  daring  the  last  war  dis- 
abled from  supporting  themselves  by  manual  | 
labor  1 "   Those  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  are  now  provided  for,  leavuig  only  , 
those  for  the  resolution  to  act  upon  who  were 
disabled  by  other  means,  such  as  nardsbips,  ex-  ^ 
posnres,  dec.,  dec. 

Thus  ffu-  for  the  import  of  the  resolation. 
As  to  its  bearing  npon  the  Treasury,  If  it  dould 
be  oonsmmnated  into  a  law,  the  committee, 
aware  that  thej  would  be  called  npon  to  state  ' 
the  number  of  soldiers  It  would  embrace,  ad-  i 
dressed  through  the  House  a  resolution  to  the  I 
head  of  the  department  who  has  the  admims-  i 
tration  of  this  subject,  and  idl  the  means  of  in-  I 
formation  in  relation  to  it,  accessible  or  tnowa  I 
to  the  committee,  which  he  asked  tbe  Clerk  to 
read,  with  the  Beoretary^  answer  to  it : 

Hr.  Batis,  fbom  the  Committee  on  WUtaiy  Pen- 
aiona,  reported  the  foUowing  reaoludon,  which  was 

adopted : 

Betolved,  That  the  SecreUry  of  War  be  Erected 
to  report  to  this  Bouse  tbe  probable  oomber  of  lur- 
vtvlng  revoIuUoDary  officers  and  soldiers  (not  pro- 
videdfor  by  the  exbtbg  peodon  law)  who  aided  m 
eatablishing  the  Uberties  of  the  United  Sutes,  md 
who  are  nnable  to  maintain  themselves  in  comfort ; 
designating,  aa  nearly  as  may  be,  such  ae  belonged 
to  the  continentid  establishment,  and  such  at 
r^olar  troops  of  the  line  of  the  army,  but  not  of 
tbe  continental  establishment,  and  known  at^  State 
troops ;  as,  also,  such  aa  belonged  to  the  militia  <» 
the  sutes,  aeveraUv,  whether  as  vohmtem  or  oUK^ 
wise,  and  what  additional  apjwopriatioiti  w 

Digi:ized  by  Google  J 


AmtoM. 


BEBATE8  0?  CONGRESS. 


28 


AFto,  im] 

nrctmiTT  to  meet  the  views  of  the  President  In 
this  lespect,  «a  disclosed  in  his  message  &t  the 
opening  of  the  present  session  of  Congress;  and, 
further,  to  report  the  prohable  number  of  those  who 
were,  during  the  late  war,  disabled  from  supporting 
tbena^es  by  manual  labor,  and  who  are  not  pro- 
Tided  for  by  existing  law. 

'  Wjlb  DlFA&Txxirr,  l9tA  January,  1880. 
The  resolntioB  of  the  House  of  Representatires, 
of  the  14th  January  instant,  relative  to  the  nomber 
of  (orriTing  reralntionary  officers,  &&,  cannot  be 
faHj  tod  Batisfaetorily  answered  b;  anj  information 
on  file  in  this  department.  The  enclosed  commnni- 
catioD  from  the  principal  clerk  of  the  Pension  Bu- 
reau is  a  reply,  to  the  extent  that  the  records  of 
the  Vai  Depkrtment  will  permit. 

AXBtKW  StsraOM,  Esq. 

^taktr  of     Seim  of  ll§pnmiUaib)f» 

WaB  DlFABTKEltT, 

PnuMR  Ofiee,  Januaty  16, 1880. 
Sia:  In  relation  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
BqiKsentatives,'  of  the  I4th  instant,  respecting  the 
snrTiTing  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  I  have  to  inform  joa  that  the  arahivos  of  this 
department  famish  no  data  upon  which  an  estimate 
could  be  made,  as  to  the  probable  number  of  those 
who  belonged  to  the  State  regiments,  volunteers, 
and  militU,  during  the  revolutionary  war.  Of  such 
troops  we  have  no  rolls,  except  the  three  State  Reg- 
inuDta  of  Virginia.  Of  the  number  of  Yirgima 
Stale  troops,  now  living,  I  can  form  nothing  like  an 
amirate  calculation  :  possibly  a  hundred  may  still 
SQrTive,and  perhaps  tiiree-fourths  of  them  mi^ht 
aik  for  taustance,  if  a  law  should  pass  embracmg 
thnr  cases.  If  all  who  served  on  the  continental 
eefatbUahinent  are  comprehended  hi  the  resolution, 
it  would  embrace  men  who  served  for  six  and  eight 
monthg.  What  portion  of  these  are  now  alive,  and 
in  needy  circumstances,  I  am  unable  to  determine, 
bat  firar  hundred  would,  I  think,  be  a  Urge  esti- 
■ate. 

I  have  no  means  of  ascertuning  what  number  of 
persons  were  disabled  during  the  last  war,  who  are 
incapable  of  maintaining  themselves  by  manual  la- 
bor, and  who  are  not  provided  for  by  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your 
oMkst  ssmot,  j.  L.  BDWABD8. 

Bon.  J<nK  H.  Earoir,  Seeretary  of  War. 

Kr.  B.  said  he  called  for  the  reading  of  these 
pqwrs  rather  for  tbe  porpose  of  showiog  what 
IS  not  attainable  than  what  is  obtained.  Inos- 
mneh  ns  this  measure  was  recomnieDded  by  the 
Pnrident  the  committee  thought  it  dae  to  him 
ts  eaD  Qpon  the  appropriate  department  of  his 
cal^net  for  aach  facts  and  infimaiatioii  as  miffht 

toeftal  in  justifying  and  sustaining  it.  ^t, 
from  the  comlition  of  the  records  of  the  army, 
snd  tbe  nature  of  the  cose,  it  is  impossible  to 
fom  a  satisfactory  opinion  upon  the  subject. 
He  would  not,'  therefore,  venture  to  give  one. 
The  (act  can  only  be  ascertained  now,  as  it  was 
in  1618  and  182S,  hy  experiment  Of  cue  fact, 
however,  and  tbe  only  one  material,  we  are 
anored,  and  that  is  the  ability  of  the  Treasury 
to  meet  the  demand  which  the  resolution  may 
flMte  npou  it.   The  Hotise  ouf^t  not  to  fai- 
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get  that  time  has  thinned  the  ranks  of  these 
men,  and  abridged  the  life  of  all  of  them  by 
twelve  years  since  the  act  of  1818.  The  amount 
of  the  immediate  demand  will  be  much  leas  than 
is  expected,  he  thought,  and  it  will  be  a  gradu- 
ally and  rapidly  decreasing  demand.  These 
men  will  soon  cease  to  trouble  you.  The  last  of 
them  will  soon  be  gone.  The  measure  must, 
therefore,  rest  for  its  ba^  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Pre^dent,  whodonbtleBB  con- 
sidered it  well  before  he  reoommended  it  to 
Oongresa,  and  upon  the  great  and  obvious  and 
universally  admitted  justice  and  propriety  of 
the  measure. 

He  cougratnlated  the  soldiers  of  the  revolu- 
tion that  the  Fresideut  had  pledged  the  authori- 
ty of  his  name,  and  staked  to  the  nation  his  in- 
fluence with  Congress  in  their  behalf  Tt  was 
an  act  worthy  of  a  President  of  the  United 
States.  It  ought  nerer  to  be  heard  in  a  coun- 
try like  ours,  that  these  men  are  left  to  suffer 
from  want,  or  even  to  feel  that  they  hare  been 
rigorously  and  harshly  dealt  by,  and  he  hoped 
to  hear  no  more  of  paying  the  national  debt 
until  this,  tiie  most  ancient,  just,  and  sacred,  is 
first  met  and  cancelled.  Sir,  (said  he,)' there 
;  never  was  a  race  of  men  so  trifled  with  as  these 
men  have  been,  whose  feelings  and  honor  were 
held  in  such  cheap  account.  In  1818,  you  gave 
them  a  pension.  In  1820,  as  soon  ns  they  ad- 
justed themselves  to  their  new  condition  of 
comfort,  you  took  it  away.  By  the  same  act, 
and  that  of  1823,  you  readmitted  a  portion  of 
them  to  the  pension  roll,  hut  upon  this  condi- 
tion— a  sworn  confession  of  absolute  pauper- 
ism, nay,  yon  required  proof  of  it  upon  inspec- 
tion, and  valuation.  You  searched  their  tents 
as  if  they  had  been  felons,  not  to  ascertain 
where  they  get  their  plunder,  but  what  they 
had,  and  what  they  had  done  with  what  they 
had  not  You  made  him  aooount  for  the  twin 
lambs  he  had  given  his  children  fbr  the  rearing, 
and  for  the  cradle  his  wife  had  given  to  his 
daughter  upon  her  marriage.  Yon  charged  him 
with  the  money  he  had  pwd  for  services  filial 
piety  had  rendered,  unless  he  could  show  an  an- 
tecedent contract  which  no  parent  ordinarily 
would  have  thought  of  proposing,  and  no  son, 
unless  a  bastard  or  an  outcast,  of  making.  In 
1828-'29,  no  sooner  had  a  new  rule  been  adopted, 
more  just  more  liberal,  and  in  my  view  more 
couformaole  to  the  act  of  1818  than  the  old  one 
was,  and  the  hopes  of  these  men,  which  had 
become  dead,  been  revived,  and  their  crutches 
put  iit  motion, — for  they  had  no  time  to  lose- 
no  sooner  had  they  set  out  npon  their  pilgrimage 
to  the  oourt-honses,  to  get  their  papers,  than 
the  rule  was  rerersed-^e  Government  hod 
changed  its  mind — "as  yon  were,"  was  the 
order  from  the  War  Department.  Of  course, 
all  their  espense  and  trouble  were  incurred  for 
nothing.  I  repeat  sir,  there  never  were  men 
BO  trifled  with.  Age,  infirmity,  poverty,  and 
suffering  had  been  sported  with,  not  by  the 
boys  of  Bethel,  but  by  Congress.  Here,  air — 
leas  here  than  deeewhere.  Tair  speeches  will 
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answer  no  longer  They  have  answered  Iodk 
enough.  Let  the  qaestion  be  settled,  once  and 
forever.  Let  the  cliums  of  these  men  be  ad- 
mitted and  satisfied,  or  rejected ;  for,  in  refer- 
ence to  this  sabjeot,  hope  given  ap  is  prefera- 
ble to  hope  deferred.  Let  them  have  at  least  the 
quiet  of  despair.  I  say  a(^n,  that  I  ooograta- 
late  them  that  the  President  has  interpcned  in 
tiieir  behall  It  is  proof  that  he  knows  what 
is  dne  to  thbrnu  and  what  is  dae  to  onradTea^ 
to  oar  own  character  and  honor ;  and  I  call 
upon  the  House  to  aanotion  the  measure  he  has 
recommended. 

[Here  the  honr  elapsed  for  the  consideration 
of  reaolntoons.] 


IfoNDAT,  April  S. 
Judge  Feci. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  James 
H.  Peck,  Judge  of  the  United  States  district 
court  for  the  district  of  Uissoari,  in  relation  to 
the  report  of  the  Oommittee  on  the  Jadidaiy, 
made  to  the  Hoase  on  the  28d  nltimo^  on  the 
memorial  of  Lnke  £.  Lawless,  in  which  report 
it  is  proposed  that  be  (the  said  jndg^)  be  im- 
peached for  high  misdemeanors  in  office,  praying 
the  House  to  receive  from  him  a  written  ex- 
position of  the  whole  case,  embracing  both  the 
facts  and  the  law,  and  that  he  may^ave  process 
to  call  his  witnesses  from  the  State  of  Missouri, 
in  support  of  his  statement,  before  any  discus- 
sion or  vote  be  taken  on  the  evidence  as  it  is 
now  presented  with  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee— or,  if  that  cannot  be  granted,  he  prays  the 
House  '*to  vote  the  impeachment  at  once, 
without  any  discussion  on  that  partial  evidence 
which  preseota  a  garbled  view  of  the  snlijeot, 
greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  memorialist, 
and  that  he  maj  nave  as  speedy  an  opptn-tanit^ 
as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  allow^  to  exhibit 
before  the  tribanal  of  the  Senate,  and  before 
his  conntry,  the  entire  transaction  In  all  its 
parts,  as  it  really  occurred." 

The  report  having  been  read  by  the  Gerk, 

Hr.  Stobbb,  of  New  York,  moved  to  com- 
mit it  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Unicoi,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  report  of  the  Jodidiaiy  Oonmiittee 
relative  to  Judge  Peck. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  which  con- 
tinued till  between  two  and  three  o*olock,  em- 
bradng  in  its  range  the  propriety  of  granting 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  the  propriety  of 
the  course  pursued  by  the  committee  in  ^eir 
investigation  of  the  subject,  the  history  of  other 
cases  of  impeachment  in  our  country  and  in 
Great  Britain,  and,  somewhat,  the  merits  of 
the  present  case.  Messrs.  Stoekb,  of  New 
York,  Olat,  Buohutut,  Ikoebsoll,  Sotiikb- 
Lijn),  WioKLiFFE,  pErns,  Bbll,  Spbnobs  of 
New  Tork,  Evbrett,  SimiNo^  Ooultbr,  and 
Ora.10,  of  Virginia,  took  part  in  the  debate, 
which  was  at  length  terminated,  by  a  succesBful 
motion  of  Mr.  Da.vib,  of  South  OuoUna,  to  lay 
the  memorial  ca  the  taU^  and  print  it. 
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Mr.  Olat  said,  that  when  he  withdrew  his 
motion  to  lay  this  memorial  on  the  table,  and 
print  it,  he  had  had  no  idea  that  such  a  ducas- 
sion  would  have  take  place  as  had  since  arisen. 
Nor  could  he  perceive  the  propriety  of  the  de- 
bate under  such  a  motion  as  had  been  made  by 
the  gentlonan  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stobbs,) 
to  refer  it  to  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  d  the  Union.  He  had  nreatly  misnn- 
drastoodthe  memorial  of  Judge  Peck,  if  it  re- 
fleeted  in  the  slishtest  d^ree  on  the  Jndidaiy 
Oommittee ;  and  he  was  persuaded  that  those 
gentlemw  who  had  represented  that  paper  aa 
BO  doing,  had  entirely  misunderstood  its  tenor 
and  purpose.  All  that  the  Jndjge  had  done  in 
his  petition  was,  to  present  a  simple  statement 
of  facts,  and  to  ask  uiat  he  might  be  heard  be- 
fore he  was  impeached.  He  had  uttered  no  re- 
flection whatever,  either  on  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee or  its  chiurman ;  and  why  it  had  ronaed 
so  mnoh  feeling  in  the  House,  he  was  ntterlj 
at  a  1<W8  to  understand.  He  might  be  mistaken, 
but  to  him  it  seemed  that  the  whole  disoossloa 
was  out  of  Older.  The  qnestion  at  this  time 
was  not  whether  the  Judn  abonld  be  heard  at 
the  bar  of  the  House,  or  whether  additional  tes- 
timony should  be  received.  •  Neither  of  these 
qnestions  was  at  all  involved  in  a  motion  to 
refer  the  memorial  to  the  Oomnuttee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  yettbewh<de 
discussion  seemed  to  have  gone  on  the  sappoei- 
tion  that  such  was  the  qnestion,  and  gentlemen 
had  argued  it  on  the  ground  of  precedent  As 
to  precedents,  there  was  no  nniformity  in  them 
on  this  subject.  One  high  case  had  been  re-- 
ferred  to,  that  of  Warren  Hastings,  and  also 
that  of  Judge  Chase.  But  the  practice  in  the 
several  States  differed  ftom  that  which  had 
been  pursued  by  the  General  Government. 
In  his  own  Statia,  (and  he  hoped  he  should 
not  be  conridered  as  presumptuous  in  referring 
to  the  practice  of  a  State  whicl^  had  so  recently 
been  admitted  to  the  Union,)  the  course  pur- 
sued in  cases  of  impeachment  was  different: 
and  he  thought  there  were  many  inducements 
for  the  House  to  pursue  the  practice  there 
adopted.  He  could  not  unite  in  the  opinion 
tliat  the  House  should  proceed  precisely  aa  did 
a  grand  jury  in  ordinary  cases  of  indictment. 
The  present  case  was  totally  different.  A  great 
officer  had  been  accused  of  a  great  offence.  Did 
genldemen  suppose,  could  they  think,  that, 
when  a  high  officer  oi  the  Gktvemmuit  was  ao- 
cosed  by  a  private  IndiriduaL  he  must,  on  the 
mere  exports  testimony  of  that  accuser,  be  at 
once  impeached  t  Mr.  0.  said  he  should  hesi- 
tate much  before  he  could  subscribe  to  such 
an  opinion.  He  thou^t  the  House  ought  to 
proceed  with  very  great  caution.  Merdy  to 
accuse,  was  not  all  that  was  necessary  in  order 
to  have  a  judge  impeached.  Some  gentiemen 
seemed  to  conceive  that  the  memorial  of  this 
petitioner  asked  that  witnesses  might  be  ex- 
amined at  the  bar  of  that  House ;  but  it  made 
no  such  request  directly.  It  only  asked  this  aa 
one  alternatiTe— that  hia  witnesses  mi^t  be 
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Itend  here^  if  not  elaewhere.  Hr.  0.  inquired 
lAj  it  Toald  not  be  proper  to  appoint  oommtfr- 
Bonera  to  take  testimony  in  lusaonri  or  else- 
where !  Where  would  be  &e  inconvemenoe  of 
ndi  a  course  f  Where  would  be  the  impro- 
pri^  of  iMoing  commissionB  to  individnaU  of 
re^ieetalnlitT',  to  take  testimony  on  the  spot 
where  the  offence  had  oeoorred  ?  This  coold 
be  done,  although  that  Hooee  was  not  the  triba- 
nal  before  which  the  acooaed  was  to  be  tried. 
It  had  very  truly  been  stated,  that  the  gronnd 
<^  this  impeachment  had  occnrred  aome  fonr  or 
fiTC  jetra  before.  The  case  had  at  th^  time 
been  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the 
Honae,  who,  aiter  looking  at  i^  requested  to  be 
diMbarpd  fitom  its  ftirther  eomnderatiim.  The 
Baue  extnoT^nary  prosecnti^m  bad  been  at- 
tenpted  the  second  time,  bnt  with  no  better 
BDoeeGB.  And  was  it  not  natural  for  the  ac- 
cused, when  a  grand  jury  bad  thos  twice  made 
a  r«nra  of  ignorannta,  to  soppose  that  he  was 
exeaxpt  from  any  further  molestation  on  the 
saEoe  groond  )  Snrely  it  was ;  and  Judge  Peck 
had  co&elnded,  when,  in  a  second  instance,  a 
competent  committee  of  that  House  had  had  his 
case  befiire  them,  and  made  no  report  upon  it, 
that  he  was  exempt  from  further  tronble. 
WMe  these  facts  were  not  denied,  and  geutle- 
mta  looked  at  the  length  of  time  wbidt  had 
nnoe  elapsed,  they  must  allow  liiat  it  behooved 
then,  as  candid  and  honorable  men,  to  act  in 
the  ease  with  oaation  and  deliberation.  Were 
geattemai  pr^ured  to  decide  on  the  proposition 
oCthe  Jodge,  without  folly  oonsnlting  the  pre- 
cedents t  It  had  been  to  allow  time  for  such 
an  examinatioo,  that  he  had  made  the  motion 
to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table,  and  print  it ; 
and  be  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  a  discus- 
eioD  like  the  present  would,  in  his  judgment, 
hare  been  more  proper  after  anch  a  delay,  than 
it  was  at  pr^nt. 

■  He  DOW  renew^  the  motion,  but  once  more 
withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Ur.  diOBSs. 

Ifr.  BooHasaiT  s^  tiiat,  wbUst  he  was  in- 
fiieaced  by  no  personal  feeling  in  ttug  case,  he 
&oa^  it  waahiB  dnty  to  make  one  or  two  ex- 
^aouoDB  in  relation  to  some  matters  oon- 
uiued  in  the  memorial  which  had  Jast  been 
Red. 

Jodge  Peck,  in  that  memorial,  suggests  that 
the  Committeta  on  the  Judiciary  sent  for  such 
wttneases  only  as  had  been  selected  by  Mr.  Law- 
\em.  That  is  far  from  being  the  fact  The 
eommittee  acted  upon  higher  principles.  They 
were  aensible  of  the  high  responsibility  which 
they  owed,  botlt  to  this  House  and  to  the  coun- 
try, for  the  correctness  of  their  proceedings ; 
sod  had,  therefore,  inquired  and  asoertiuned, 
bom  the  best  sonrees  in  their  power,  the  names 
of  SBch  witnesses  aa  would  be  most  likely  to 

S'n  an  impartial  and  intdligent  statement  cnf 
•  transaction.  They  had  sent  for  and  ex- 
amined seven  witnesses;  and  he  owed  it  to  them 
to  say,  that,  although  he  had  long  been  in  the 
babit  ni  examinii^  vitneases  in  coorta  of  jus- 
tioei  lia  had  never  obserredf  on  anj-  ocoanon, 


[H.  o»B. 

more  candor  or  more  impartialil^  than  these 
seven  gentlemen  had  exhibited  uyoa  their  ex- 
amination before  the  committee. 

It  is  true,  as  the  memorial  sog»;eBts,  that,  in 
the  case  of  Warren  Hastings,  uie  House  of 
Oommons  did  hear  the  accused,  and  did  pwmit 
him  to  produce  testimony,  before  they  voted  an 
impeachment  against  him.  But  this  was  only 
a  smgle  instance.  That  coarse  might  have 
been  adopted  because  Mr.  Burke,  merely  as  an 
individn^  member  of  the  House,  had  risen  in 
his  place,  and  moved  the  impeachment.  Wheth- 
er he  was  correct  in  this  conjecture  or  not,  it 
was  certain  thue  had  been  no  ease  an  im- 
peachment by  this  House,  in  which  so  much 
mdulgence  was  granted,  as  Wl  been  allowed  to 
the  accused  upon  the  present  occasion.  He 
was  permitted  to  famish  the  committee  with  a 
written  explanation  of  his  conduct,  and  his  re- 
quest that  he  might  cross-examine  the  witnesses 
was  promptly  granted.  The  House  will  decide, 
when  they  come  to  review  the  testimony, 
whether  he  was  improperly  restricted  in  this 
cross-examination,  or  whether  it  has  not  been 
full  and  ample.  He  wonld  say,  that,  in  his 
opinion,  this  cross-examination  bad  rather  in- 
jured than  benefited  the  Judge. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  had 
never  considered  the  parol  testimony  in  this 
ease  of  much  importance.  The  opinion  of  the 
oourL  the  oommentarf  of  Ur.  Lawless  upon 
which  was  the  allegeid  contempt,  and  the  rec- 
ord of  the  court  ImpriBoning  and  suspending 
him  from  practice,  were  all  in  writing,  and 
were  the  facts  on  which  the  committee  miunly 
relied  in  forming  their  opinion.  In  that  opini<xi 
they  were  unammona.  They  felt  deep  regret, 
when  they  found  themselves  obliged  to  come  to 
the  conclusion  which  they  had  done;  and  it 
was  with  great  reluctance  they  had  recom- 
mended an  impeachment  to  the  House.  In 
making  th^ir  report,  they  had  purposely  ex- 
pressed a  mere  naked  opinion  only,  nnaooom- 

Sanied  by  any  aieomeat  in  its  aappcnt.  They 
id  not  wish  to  biaa  the  decision  the  House 
by  any  commentary  of  thws  upon  the  testi- 
mony. All  they  dt^red  was,  thi^  each  mem- 
ber should  read  the  testimony  for  himself,  and 
draw  his  ovn  oondnsiona  from  it, 

Mr.  Inqersoll  said,  there  might  perhaps  be 
some  difiiculty  in  arriving  at  the  correct  prac- 
tice to  be  pursued  in  this  case ;  and  as  possibly 
the  practice  hitherto  had  not  been  nniform,  it 
was  the  more  important  that  the  House  should 
start  right.  He  confessed  that  this  was,  in  a 
great  measore,  a  new  case  to  him.  The  only 
one  that  he  had  ever  before  witnessed  was  that, 
in  which  cbamea,  through  a  newspaper  of  this 
district,  had  been  brought  against  the  Yioe 
Preddmt  about  three  ye^  ago.  That  officer 
had  presented  these  charges  to  the  House,  as 
the  g^and  inquest  of  the  nation,  and  requested 
an  inquiry.  A  committee  had  been  appointed 
to  investigate  them ;  and,  before  that  commit- 
tee, a  friend  of  the  Vice  Preident  had  been,  per* 
mitted  to  ai^ear,  and  represent  lum  thronghoot 
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the  whole  investigation.  Witnesses,  also,  had 
been  examined  on  the  part  of  the  acoosed. 
How  it  had  been  in  the  case  of  Judge  Ohase,  or 
of  Jndge  Pickering,  from  New  Hampshire,  he 
did  not  recollect ;  but  he  well  recollected  that 
witnesses  in  favor  of  the  Vice  President  had 
been  examined,  as  well  as  against  him,  and  that 
his  representative  had  been  allowed  to  be  present 
before  the  committee  through  every  stage  of  that 
examination.  The  comndttee  at  tliat  time  took 
Bome  pains  to  ascwtain  what  was  the  proper  mode 
of  proceeding,  and  they  became  satisfied  that  the 
party  aooosed  bad,  in  tbese  preliminary  proceed- 
inga,  a  ri^ht  to  be  thus  heard.  The  constitu- 
tion  provi^ng  for  the  impeachment  of  all  civil 
officers,  makes  no  difference  between  jadicial 
and  other  officers.  Kor  can  it  make  any  differ- 
ence whether  the  matter  is  brought  before  ns  by 
the  individual  who  feels  himself  injured  by  an 
mgust  charge,  or  whether  it  comeson  the  petition 
of  a  citizen,  or  by  the  message  of  the  Executive, 
or  by  a  member  rising  in  his  seat,  as  was  done 
la  tihe  case  of  Warren  Haatinga.  The  rules 
which  must  govern  the  inqtdry  most  be  uni- 
form, be  the  officer  who  ne  may,  and  in  no 
matter  what  form  the  subject  is  first  brought  to 
cor  not^  Mr.  L  said  he  wonld  not,  in  this 
early  stage  of  the  business,  commit  himself  to 
any  cause,  till  he  could  look  further  into  par- 
lituneotary  proceedings  in  similar  cases ;  be  rose 
piincipally  to  correct  what  had  been  said  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who,  he 
thonght,  went  too  far  in  saying  that  there  had 
been  no  instance  in  whidi  the  party  accused 
was  permitted  to  examine  bis  witnesses  in  the 
preliminary  proceedings  in  this  Honse. 

Mr.  Pettis  said :  Standing  indifferently,  as  he 
protested  be  did^  between  tiie  accnser  and  the 
accused  in  this  case,  he  hoped  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  make  some  remarks  on  this  salject 

The  Hoose  of  Representatives  had  now  to 
perform  a  very  important  dn^ — important,  as 
had  been  observed,  not  only  to  the  judge  who 
had  been  accnsed,  but  to  the  oountiy-.  The 
practice  in  oases  of  impeachments,  so  far  as  re- 
gards the  proceedings  in  this  House,  was  now 
to  be  settled ;  for  it  was  obvious  that  it  bad  not 
yet  been  settled  by  precedent.  Gentlemen  had, 
indeed,  spoken  of  the  case  of  Judge  Chase ;  but 
that  case  had  no  application  to  the  present  one 
as  it  now  stands.  Judge  Chase  did  not  ask  to 
make  his  defence  before  this  House,  nor  did  he 
ask  either  to  croB»-«zamine  witneases  on  the 
part  of  the  Oovemment^  or  to  have  an  exam- 
ination of  hia  own  witnesBea.  As  the  presrait 
question  was  not  then  ndsed,  that  ease  can  form 
no  precedent  to  govern  in  this  instance. 

Mr.  P.  regretted  the  course  pursued  by  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  es- 
pecially that  of  its  honorable  churman,  (Mr. 
BncHANAN.)  That  gentleman  had  repeatedly 
told  the  House  that  he  had  no  feeling  towards 
the  accused.  Mr.  P.  sud  he  hoped  his  remarks 
wonld  not  show  a  freedom  from  feeling  in  the 
way  that  those  of  that  gentieman  had  done. 
The  honorable  chairman  had,  in  a  verj-  nn- 


necessary,  and,  he  would  say,  improper  mumer, 
entered  mto  the  merits  of  the  case.  He  had 
told  the  House  that,  in  order  to  save  the  Jndge, 
his  request  should  be  refused  him ;  and  be  had 
said  that  the  Jndge  had  made  his  case  worse 
instead  of  better  by  his  cross-examination  of  the 
witnesses.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Stobbs)  had  taken  the  same  view ;  both 
intimating  that  they  were  deurons  to  save  the 
Judge  from  himself.  What  was  it  the/iidge 
asked  in  his  memorial  ?  First,  tiiat  he  micbt 
be  permitted  to  defend  himself  before  this 
House,  and  then  that  his  witnesses  might  be 
examined  at  onr  bar ;  but,  if  this  be  not  grant- 
ed, that  his  case  might  be  sent  back  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  that  there  he  might  present  his 
defence,  and  tiiere  have  his  witneases  examined. 
Mr.  P.  stud  he  conMdered  the  request  of  the 
memorial  perfectly  fair  and  proper ;  and  if  the 
motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table  and  print  it  should 
prev^,  be  ^onld  then  move  a  aeries  of  resolu- 
tions, presenting  in  a  distinct  manner  the  several 
requests  of  the  memorialists  that  the  House 
might  act  e^ressly  upon  than.  Aa  to  the 
first,  it  was  oertunly  important  that  the  House 
ftbonld  know  the  prindplea  on  which  the  case 
rested.  Tlie  Judiciary  Committee  had,  it  was 
true,  made  a  report;  but  tbey  had  not  hud 
down  one  of  those  principles  in  it.  Now,  be 
pnt  it  to  gentlemen,  whether  they  were  pre- 
pared to  act  in  the  case,  until  these  principles 
were  examined  and  known.  Were  ^ere  any 
gentlemen  present  who  had  fiilly  examined  the 
law  bearing  on  this  case  i  He  presumed  not. 
We  were  then  called  upon  to  act  in  the  dark, 
upon  faith.  He  had  not  himself  had  time  to 
examine  the  principles  involved,  nor  bad  he 
made  up  any  definite  jndgmoit  on  the  case. 
He  thonght  ttie  Judge  on^t  to  be  permitted  to 
^ow  whatever  bore  aa  ma  mde  oi  tba  onea- 
tion,  and  the  committee  should  then  exhibit 
whatever  had  an  opposite  bearing.  This  might 
be  done,  should  the  House  refuse  to  hear  his 
witnesses.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  his 
witnesses  should  be  examined  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  P.  said,  this  was  not  the  ordinary  trial  of 
a  criminal  before  a  conrt  of  law,  bnt  was  a  pro- 
ceeding of  a  much  higher  character.  Why  is 
it  that  a  defendant's  witnesses  are  not  per- 
mitted to  be  examined  bd'ore  a  grand  jury  f 
It  is  because  criminals  shall  not  know  what  is 
doing  against  them,  and  then  make  their  es- 
cape. But  even  in  criminal  cases  eoonter  tee- 
timony  la  frequently  allowed. 

If  the  Kmseahoud  hear  what  the  Jndge  had 
to  exhiUt  in  his  defenc&we  ahoold  be  pre- 

Sared  to  act  inteUi^^hly.  The  gentleman  from 
few  York  (Mr.  Stobbs)  had  opposed  this,  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  be  worse  for  the 
Jndge ;  that  if  this  examination  was  had^  and 
an  impeachment  prefeired,  the  Senate  wonld 
be  bound,  by  the  force  of  public  opinion,  to 
convict.  That  gentleman  would  snrely  let  the 
party  jndge  for  himself.  If  he  judged  wrong, 
he  must  ^idetheoonseqnenoes.  It  appeared  to 
him  a  ytxj  strange  dootrine^  that,  alter  a  full 
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eaamiitttioit  hen^  and  an  impeaohment  fbmid, 
the  Senate  wmM.  be  foimd  to  eonviot  In  the 
owe  of  the  Yioe  Prendent,  and  in  the  case  of 
Ifr.  CtBwfbrdf  TrifasesBes  were  examined  on 
bodi  indea.  Both  these  gentlemen  were  charged 
with  high  miedMneanors,  and  the  ohargee  had 
been  preferred  in  times  of  great  political  ezoite- 
ment.  The  reqaeet  of  the  Jadge  is  supported 
by  the  wh<de  train  of  Enslish  deoisiima  in  cases 
of  a  like  kind ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  hidnl- 
gmce  would  be  granted  him. 

Hr.  Stbokg  said,  that,  from  the  little  exam- 
ination he  had  been  able  to  give  to  this  sa^ject, 
he  had  OfKne  to  the  eonclnrion  that  the  present 
UTOoeedinn  should  be  strictly  ex  parte,  rigidly 
wo.   It  hu  been  said  hj  the  gentlraum  from 
ViMwarhnintTn  (Ur.  Eturt,)  that  the  com- 
mittee had  departed  somewhat  from  this  line. 
It  waa  tnu  tiiat  ib«j  had  deviated  from  it  in  a 
degree,  bat  the  departure  was  not  snoh  as 
to  wamnt  th«  Honse  in  taking  the'o^iw  step 
whieh  was  now  requested.   There  was  a  very 
mat^ial  difference  between  hearing  the  party 
aecDsed  and  hearing  his  witnesses.   The  mem- 
bers of  the  House  were  not  jndges  to  try  or  to 
condemn  the  accused.   It  was  tme  that  the 
matters  in  this  testimony  might  not  be  such  as 
to  mix  themselves  up  with  party  politics ;  bnt 
Eoppoee  that  it  were  fimpomi  to  impeach  a 
politicBl  man  of  high  standing,  and  tnat  the 
witneasea  were  broog^  to  the  bar  <tf  the  Hbnee, 
he  pot  it  to  every  man  to  ray  whether  the 
ei^T  nS  the  country  cUd  not  require  that,  in 
Boc^  eaaea,  politics  should  Im  thoroughly  ex- 
dndad  llrnn  that  tribunal    And  how  conld 
thii  be  done,  but  hy  keeping  the  proceedinirs 
strieQj  ee parte?   Oomplaints  had  been  made 
that  the  committee  had  not  reported  articles  of 
impeachment;  the  case  had  been  referred  to 
them  for  no  such  purpose ;  their  duty  had  been 
nmply  to  ascertain  acts.   The  House  did  not 
want  even  their  opinitHU ;  it  wanted  the  facts 
oolv,  and  on  one  aide.   What  the  House  had 
to  decide,  was,  whether  the  testimony  did,  or 
did  not,  eoDtun  mattw  to  warrant  an  impeach- 
maii.   If  it  did,  then  the  Honse  would  a^  the 
party  shoold  be  impeached,  and  the  next  step 
woiud  be  to  ^ipolnt  a  cominittee  to  firame  the 
articleB.    "ntese  would  be  reported  to  the 
Booaei,  and,  if  they  were  wraed  upon,  then 
managers  would  be  appointed  to  eondact  the 
trial  before  the  Senate.  It  strack  him  that  the 
safest  eonree  would  be  to  keep  the  proceedings 
as  near  ex  parte  as  posnble.   Let  the  report 
and  the  memorial  go  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  let  them  be 
printed,  and  let  all  the  members  have  an  oppor- 
tnnity  to  examine  them.   If  the  House  should 
then  decide  that  articles  of  impeachment 
dbould  be  drawn  up,  all  would  have  been 
done  that  the  acoiuea  conld  rightflilly  a^ 


WKDmsDAT,  April  7. 
Judge  Peek, 
Mr.  Fmrm  obtaiDed  the  leave  of  the  Honae 
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(biy  a  suspension  of  the  role,  101  to  to  offer 
tbefi^owingresolutitm:  . 

RudvtcL,  That  Jamea  H.  ^eck,  Judge  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Missouri,  be  permitted  to  make  to  this  House  any 
explanations  he  ma.j  think  proper,  in  answer  to  the 
charges  preferred  gainst  mm  by  Luke  S.  Lawless^ 
Esq.,  which  charges  have  been  reported  on  by  the 
Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary. 

Mr.  P.  sud  he  moved  this  resolation  in  pur- 
suance of  an  intimatitm  which  he  gave  the 
other  day  when  he  moved  to  lay  Judge  Peck's 
memorial  on  the  table,  to  tiy  the  sense  of  the 
House  in  granting  Judge  P.'s  request.  He 
thot^^ht  tbe  indol^Dce  proposed  was  a  matter 
^  justice  to  the  Jndge ;  that  there  was  no  pre- 
oedmt  against  it,  as  he  had  examined  the 
authorities  as  &r  back  as  1040, 

A  long  debate  ensued  on  the  resolution,  and 
on  the  modifications  which  were  proposed  to 
it,  in  which  Messrs.  Stobbb,  of  New  York, 
BucHAiTur,  DoDDBtDOB,  Dbatton,  Eauset, 
Glat,  Mabtin,  Pettis,  8fkztckk,  of  New 
York,  EixswoKTH,  Hxtntdioton,  Bates,  and 
Bdeoxs  engaged.  In  the  beginning  of  tbe  de- 
bate, 

Mr.  MABinr  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  explanations,"  and  insert  "  any  respectful 
written  argument  apon  the  law  and  matters 

of  fact  now  In  evidence  before  the  House;"  and 
after  some  time,  to  get  rid  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  Pettis  accepted  this  modificaUon,  and 
iosertiog  further  the  words  "  or  oral"  after  the 
word  "written." 

Thus  ameaded,  after  an  atunocessfal  motion 
by  Mr.  Dkatton  to  strike  oat  the  words  "  or 
oral,"  the  resohition  was  agreed  to  without  a 
count 

Mr.  Pettis,  having  offered  bis  resolntion,  re- 
marked, that  he  had  examined  all  the  prece- 
dents on  this  sal^eot  which  he  could  discover, 
and  there  was  no  instance  among  them,  in 
which  a  request,  like  that  which  he  had  made  in 
Iwhalf  of  Judge  Peck,  was  denied.  He  advert- 
ed to  the  case  of  ux^  Melville,  and  in  truth 
to  all  which  had  occarred  since  1640.  He  con- 
fidently hoped  the  ^vilege  solicit  would  be 
freely  accorded  by  Oongress. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDOE  asked  how  many  days  it  was 
supposed  the  Judge  would  require  to  prepare 
his  defence.  The  time  of  the  House,  at  this 
season,  was  peculiarly  pretuoua. 

Mr.  Pbttib  supposed  he  would  be  prepared 
by  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Stobhs,  of  New  York,  inquired  whether 
it  was  antidpated  that  the  Judge  intended  to 
submit  to  Uie  House  any  tiling  more  than 
points  of  law  and  matters  of  &ct,  appertain- 
ing to  the  judicial  proceedings  complained  ot 

Mr,  Pettis  replied,  he  believed  these  were  all 
that  was  to  be  expected  from  him. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  observed,  that  the  objec- 
tion urged  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Siobbs)  applied  to  the  amendment 
88  mncb  as  to  the  mL  We  have  no  oonstltn- 
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tional  power  to  pass  this  amendineot.  We  are 
obIj  to  inqaire,  and.  if  we  Bee  cause,  direct  sn 
tmpeachmeat.  UpA  the  merits  we  cannot  act 
definitively ;  besides,  we  might  do  Judge  Peck 
great  injustice ;  he  has  yet  had  no  opportunity 
to  defend.  Mr.  £.  said  he  was  in  faror  of  the 
report  and  the  resolntion  as  they  came  from 
the  committee.  When  the  papers  in  this 
case  had  been  presented  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, he  had  read  them  again  and  again,  with 
the  greatest  anxiety ;  and  it  was  witu  the  ut- 
most relactance  that  he  came  to  the  oonclDrioQ 
at  which  he  finally  arrived.  He  felt  that  it  was 
a  grave  thing  to  pot  a  Jsdloiid  officer  of  this 
Government  to  his  trial  for  his  character,  bis 
office,  his  snbaistence,  and,  in  a  word,  for  all 
that  is  dear  to  humanity,  and  to  make  the  last 
and  most  sublime  appeal  known  to  the  consti- 
tuUon,  by  placing  him  before  the  Senate  in  the 
last  resort.  But  there  was  another  view  of  the 
anbject,  which  struck  his  mind  with  equal 
force.  He  saw  an  officer  occapying  an  eleva- 
ted station,  and  clothed  with  the  authority  of 
this  Government,  calling  before  him  a  fellow- 
citizen,  known  as  a  man  of  talent  and  respecta- 
bility in  his  profession,  and  by  a  summary  pro- 
cess, stripping  him  of  the  exennse  of  that 
profession,  clothing  him  with  ahame^  and  incar- 
cerating him  in  a  felon^s  dnngeon,  the  place  of 
disgrace  and  in&my.  He  had  endeavored  to 
view  the  case  with  imparti^ty,  and  not  to 

five  way  to  any  undue  &eUng ;  and,  alter 
aving  attentively  beard  the  statement  of  facts 
presented  by  Mr.  Lawless,  he  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  if  these  facts  were  Babstantiat«d 
by  testimony,  the  impeachment  ooght  to  pro- 
ceed. 

It  was  not  now  his  intention  to  go  into  the 
merits  of  this  case.  The  subject  had  been  ex- 
hausted. But,  as  he  had  been  a  member  of  tlie 
Jndiciaiy  Committee,  and  had  ^ven  bis  voice 
for  the  impeachment  (Hf  Judge  Peck,  he  trust- 
ed the  Honse  would  listen  to  him  for  a  few 
momoitaL 

It  appeared  that  the  Judge,  fhxee  months 
after  delivering  his  opinion  in  uie  oase  of  Sou- 
lard,  and  three  months  after  the  final  disposi- 
tion of  the  oase  and  the  a^oornment  of  his 
court,  committed  it  to  paper^  and  sent  it  to  the 

fmblic  pre^.  It  was  an  opinion  involving  the 
ended  titles  of  almost  the  whole  territory 
where  he  resided.  He  published  it,  as  it  seem- 
ed, at  the  request  of  a  lawyer,  or  lawyers ;  and 
manifestly  for  the  purpose  oi  spreading  opin- 
ions, exciting  feelings,  and  leading  to  a  certain 
line  of  conduct  in  the  oommimity  where  it  was 

Enblished.  Perhaps  tUs  might  be  all  right; 
e  shonld  find  no  fault  with  it :  slunlly  after 
the  publication  of  this  opinion  of  the  Judge,  a 
prons^onal  gentleman,  nearly  concerned  in  the 
result  of  that  opinion,  had  come  before  the 
public  in  another  paper,  and  exposed  what  he 
ooneeived  to  be  certain  errors  into  which  the 
Judge  had  fallen,  which  might  have  been  called 
for,  to  save  his  friends  or  clients  fimn  the  grasp 
of  speculator^  until  a  final  trial  in  the  Supreme 


lAratu,  1880; 

Court,  and  especially  as  auch  publicity  Ii«d 
been  given  to  the  opinion.  Hr.  E.  said  he  had 
looked  over  both  these  papers;  and  be  there 
declared,  in  his  place,  and  was  willing  to  ride 
his  reputation  on  the  opinion,  that  there  was 
not  any  thing  in  this  commentary  in  the  least 
.degree  reproachful  to  Jadge  Peck,  either  as  a 
man  or  as  a  Judge ;  nothing  that  looked  in  the 
least  like  a  contempt  of  court,  or  an  impeach- 
meat  of  the  integrity  or  character  uf  the  pre- 
siding officer,  unless  pointing  out  error,  if  tfaere 
really  be  any,  is  an  offence.  He  had  seen  t&mi- 
lar  oommente  in  the  newspapers  a  tfaouaand 
timea  before.  And  the  House  was  now  come 
to  tiie  crisis,  when  It  must  decide  whetber 
It  would  suiction  the  arrest  and  imprisonment 
of  an  individnal  by  a  judge  for  commenting  on 
one  of  his  opinions  This  (said  Mr.  £.)  is  the 
question  we  are  called  upon  to  setile  this 
day.  Finding  that  the  rights  of  an  individnal 
had  been  violated,  I  put  t^is  query  solemnly  to 
myself :  is  there  any  thing  in  the  conduct  of 
this  individual  to  justify  snch  a  proceeding  t 
And  I  was  compelled  to  answer  it  in  the  nega- 
tive. Judge  Peck  had  neither  jurisdiction  nor 
provocation.  He  had  fini^ed  tbe  case,  ad- 
journed the  court,  and  descended  from  his  judi- 
cal station  to  that  of  an  essayist  of  a  news- 
wiper.  The  gentleman  from  Missouri  (Ur. 
nrra)  says,  that  a  spirit  has  gone  abroad,  of 
reckless  and  determined  hostility  to  the  judici- 
ary ;  bn^  let  me  tell  that  gentleman,  that  if 
conduct  like  this  shall  go  abroad  with  the  sanc- 
tion and  seal  of  this  Honse  upon  it,  he  may  bi<l 
adieu  to  the  honor  and  independence  of  the 
jn^oiary  henceforth.  Sir,  have  the  days  of 
the  star  chamber  come  upon  us  ?  Shall  it  be 
declared  to  the  American  people,  that,  after  a 
jndge  has  ^ven  his  opinion,  and  dismissed  the 
caase^  he  may  arrest  a  citizen,  drag  him  hdon 
his  tribunal,  and  say  to  him,  yon  have  written 
strioturea  on  my  opinion,  which  I  consider 
derogatory  to  me,  and  I,  therefore,  send  you  to 
prison,  and  take  away  yonr  livelihood  for 
eighteen  months.  I  tell  you,  you  are  a  base 
cfuunmiator,  a  libeller,  and,  if  you  were  in 
China,  your  honse  would  be  painted  black,  as 
an  emblem  of  the  blackness  of  your  heart,  and 
as  a  warning  to  society.  Yet  it  is  now  pro- 
posed that  this  House  shall  say,  it  does  not 
entirely  approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  Judge, 
but  impeachment  is  a  solemn  aSeir :  the  man 
has  been  punished  enough  already,  now  let  him 
alone.  Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  appeal  to  the 
feelings  of  the  House ;  hut  while  I  see  a  free 
citizen  of  this  republic  made  tlie  suMect  of 
hl^-handed  (mpression  like  tJ^  I  fed  it  to  be 
the  imnerions  duty  of  this  Honae  to  send  the 
man  wno  appears  to  be  {[uilty  of  it  to  his  trial 
before  anouier  and  oonstitutlDnal  tribunal 

Let  me  now  proceed  to  answer  one  or  two 
objections,  which-have  been  urged  by  the  op- 
ponents of  impeachment.  And,  Brst,  it  has 
been  said  that  we  may  not  impeach  unless  there 
is  evidence  of  corruption,  lliere  need  ^^^^ 
oormption  in  the  common  sense  in  which  that 
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term  is  used.   A  winked  motive  is  enoagb. 
firor  Id  jadgment  is  not  impeachable,  hut 
wicked  conduct  and  a  vicked  motive  are.  Sir, 
did  tatj  one  vote  to  impeach  Judge  Pickering, 
of  Xew  Hampshire,  for  corruption  ?   No,  sir ; 
he  fras  impeached  for  intemperance,  but  not 
for  oormption.   Suppose  tbe  wicked  conduct 
of  the  Judge  himself  brings  his  court  into  con- 
tempt; suppose  that  oonduct  is  arbitrary  and 
oppressive,  onght  we  to  pass  it  over  with  slight 
langttage!    la  all  tiie  eight  articles  agaUist 
Jn^  Ghase^  be  was  charged  with  an  arbitra- 
ry exercise  of  Judidal  power.    There  was 
scarce  one  article,  if  I  remember  ri^t,  which 
charsed  him  with  direct  corruption.  The 
whole  prosecntion  was  founded  on  the  idea 
that  his  conduct  was  arbitrarj,  and  though  he 
was  not  finaUj  convicted,  it  was  because  the 
foots  did  not  bear  out  the  charge.   Though  jon 
cannot  show  that  a  judge  has  been  bought,  you 
mar  abow  bis  oppressive  and  wicked  conduct, 
and  that  he  ought  to  be  turned  out  of  office. 
The  constitution  says  that  jnd^  shall  hold 
their  office  daring  good  behavior.   I  do  not 
say  that  everj  species  of  wrong  behavior  is  such 
as  to  fiefeit  hia  office,  but  I  say  that  there  may 
be  other  ill  bdiavior  besides  taking  a  bribe.  I 
do  on  my  soul  believe  that  Judge  Feck  has  been 
guilty  of  oondoot,  if  not  corrupt,  certcunly  ar- 
bib^ry  in  tbe  extreme.   It  baa  been  sud  that 
Lawless  was  personally  interested  in  the  cases 
in  which  he  was  connselj  and  that  all  tbe 
counsel  were  opposed  in  opmion  to  the  Jadge. 
Admit  it.   Is  Uiat  any  reason  that  tivQ  Judge 
should  act  oppressively  ?   His  opinion  and  sta- 
tion were  perfectly  independent ;  he  was  not 
bound  to  r^ard  tiie  notions  of  connseL  Sir, 
the  merita  tn  thu  case  lie  within  a  very  small 
compass.  The  qnesti<Hi  ia,  whether  the  criti- 
cisms of  lAwleaa  were  Jnst  or  not,  and  whether, 
adnutting  them  to  be  erroneoiu,  the  Jud^e 
mi^it,  on  that  account,  shnt  him  up  in  jail, 
and  atrip  him  of  his  profession.    There  ap- 
pMTs  to  me  to  have  been  a  rickly  senMbility  in 
tins  jndge.   He  seems  to  have  resolved  to  come 
out,  and  by  his  judicial  thunder  to  demonstrate 
Uiat  he  was  yet  alive,  that  he  had  a  conrt,  and 
fliat  he  was  not  to  be  contradicted  or  reviewed. 
He,  therefore,  sent  ont,  brought  in  his  victim, 
cast  hjm  in  prison,  covered  him  with  infamy, 
and  did  what  in  him  lay  to  deprive  him  of  his 
Bvelihood.   Unless  it  can  be  abown  that  he 
had  asQunity  ao  to  do,  and  tliat  he  acted  on 
JnstifiablB  oanae,  I  for  one  am  ^eparad  to  im- 
peadLhinL 

Hr.  BuoHAiTAH  said,  it  was  not  his  parpose 
to  enter  into  any  argument  in  tills  stage  of^  the 
Itfoeeeding.  He  felt  ratiier  in  favor  of  the  res- 
<dnti(m  which  bad  been  moved  by  tbe  gentle- 
man from  IGssouri,  (Hr.  Pettis.)  He,  too,  had 
examined  the  Britiab  precedents,  and  found 
that  in  several  cases  tbe  party  had  been  admit- 
ted to  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
simply  to  make  an  argument  on  the  testimony 
whidi  had  been  prevwnsly  gpiven  to  the  House. 
Una  waa  the  utaooat  extent  of  the  privilege,  ao 
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fyx  as  he  bad  examined  the  cases,  except  in  a 
single  instance — that  of  Warren  Hastings.  The 
gentleman,  as  he  understood,  did  not  now  ask 
that  new  witnesses  shoold  be  sent  for  and  ex- 
amined :  and  if  the  request  of  the  accused  was 
limited  to  a  mere  permission  to  make  an  expo- 
sition of  the  law,  and  an  argument  upon  the 
facts,  as  they  appeared  in  the  testimony  already 
taken,  he  should  not  have  tbe  smallest  objec- 
tion. 

U>.  Dbatton  said,  that  in  moving  to  atiike 
ont  the  words  "  or  oral,"  he  had  Had  no  inten- 
tion of  preventing  tlie  individual  concerned 
from  avuling  himself  of  the  ftdl  benefit  of 
what  tbe  resolution  proposed  to  grant  to  him, 
but  had  been  inflneoced  by  the  consideration, 
that,  if  his  exposition  should  be  made  in  writ- 
ing, all  the  members  of  the  Honse  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  examining  it ;  but,  if  made 
orally,  it  would  be  impossible  that  all  the  mem- 
bers should  distinctly  hear  it,  and,  if  they  did, 
they  would  probably  not  retain  tbe  substance 
of  it  distinctly  in  tiieir  memories.  This  was 
one  reason  which  actuated  him.  Another  was, 
that,  in  his  (pinion,  ill  oonseqnences  would  be 
likely  to  arise  from  tiie  personal  appearance  of 
the  memorialist  before  the  House.  He  might 
aver  that  a  material  fact  could  be  established 
by  testimony  incorrectly  or  imperfectly  refer- 
red to  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  ask 
leave  to  introduce  it  fully.  Should  his  appli- 
cation be  rejected,  he  might  regard  the  permis- 
sion to  be  heard  as  illusory.  Should  his  ap- 
plication be  acceded  to,  we  should  be  drawn 
into  a  trial  of  the  canse.  It  had  been  said  that 
this  House  was  "  the  grand  inquest  of  the  na- 
tion," thas  aasimilatiiw  its  powers  and  josrisdic- 
tion  to  those  of  the  Britiui  Parliament.  Thia 
is  a  radical  error.  This  House  has  no  other  in- 
quintorial  authority  tiian  such  as  ia  expressly 
delejfated  to  it  by  tiie  consHtntion,  and  this  ia 
restricted  to  the  power  of  impeaching  certain 
civil  officers  of  the  United  States  fur  crimes 
and  misdemeanors.  The  British  House  of 
Commons  is  "  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation." 
In  the  exercise  of  this  prerogative,  they  may 
proceed  agiunst  any  persons,  for  any  offences, 
and  in  any  manner  which  they  may  deem  ex- 
pedient They  may  prefer  accusations,  infor- 
mations, or  impeachments,  or  enact  bills  of 
p^os  and  penalties,  altering  the  rules  of  law  or 
evidence.  They  bav&  accordingly,  acted  un- 
der all  these  modes.  They  have  accused  an  in- 
dividual of  misdemeanors,  and  ordered  a  Jury- 
to  be  impelled  for  the  trial,  as  in  tbe  ease 
of  Alice  Fierce ;  they  have  impeached  a  cler- 
gyman for  a  libel,  an  offence  cognizable  by  the 
courts  of  common  law,  as  in  the  case  of  Sadi- 
everel ;  they  have  passed  bills  of  pains  and 
penalties,  as  in  tbe  case  of  Sir  John  Fenwick, 
who  was  executed  under  a  statute  dispensing 
with  the  proof  of  two  witnesses  to  an  act  of 
treason,  as  required  by  the  statute  of  Edward 
HI.  'Fiom  this  brief  statement,  it  must  be  ap- 
parent that  analogies  drawn  between  the  in- 
quisitorial powers  of  the  British  House  of  Com- 
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rnons  and  of  the  House  of  BepresentatiTea  of 
the  United  Statefl,  are  fbUacioos.  The  prece- 
dents, therefore,  which  have  been  cited,  of  the 
manner  of  prooeedlng  when  the  British  Hoase 
of  Oommona  acense  or  hnpeach,  are  calculated 
to  mislead,  not  to  enlighten,  our  jadgmenta. 
We  must  be  regulated  hj  oar  own  constitntaon 
in  the  coustroction  of  me  power  of  impeach- 
ment. That  power  is  limited  in  the  constitu- 
tion, to  an  iQqnii7  to  be  instituted  by  this 
House,  whether  sufficient  grounds  exist  to 
warrant  the  accosatioii  of  a  dvil  ofBcer  of  the 
United  Staten  before  the  Senate.  Unless  in 
itm  inqniry  the  Honae  be  confined  to  what  is 
termed  ex  parte  testimony,  there  will  be  no 
hounds  set  to  their  ingniry — they  must,  then, 
hear  ^  the  evidence  which  can  he  adduced  by 
him  who  prefers  the  chaiigeB,  and  by  him 
Wiinst  whom  they  are  preferred,  and  thus  the 
House  will,  in  fact,  try  a  cause  over  which  the 
constitntion  has  given  to  them  no  other  power 
than  to  decide  whether  it  shall  be  tried  by  an- 
other tribunal.  In  what  I  have  said,  I  desire 
not  to  be  understood  as  being  opposed  to  grant- 
ing permission  to  the  memorialist  to  be  heard, 
with  the  limitatiooB  expreseed  in  the  resolu- 
tions, I  am  willing  that  he  ahonld  have  an 
opportunity  to  comment  npon  the  statements 
and  the  facta  which  are  cont^ed  in  the  re- 
port ;  but,  88 1  think  that  it  wonld  be  more  ad- 
vantageous to  him  to  submit  a  written  than  an 
oral  argument,  and  as  the  time  of  the  House 
would  be  saved  by  the  former  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, I  therefore  am  in  f&Tor  of  the  amendment 
which  I  have  offered. 

Ifr.  Fsrtis  sud  that  the  privily  wonld,  in 
fact,  amount  to  nottdng,  unless  the  Judge,  in 
his  oommnnioation  to  the  House,  should  be  per- 
mitted to  state  the  facts  as  they  had  appeared 
in  the  testimony,  and  to  show  how  the  law  ap- 
plied to  them. 

Mr.  Db^tton  inquired,  what  oonrse  was  to 
be  puraned,  suppose  the  Judge  should  make 
some  statement  which  was  disputed,  and  should 
then  ask  to  support  it  by  testimony. 

Mr.  PETTia  replied,  that  each  gentleman 
would,  of  course  decide  for  himself.  The 
Judge^s  statement  could  not  certainly  be  re- 
ceived in  opposition  to  the  testimony  delivered 
before  the  committee,  nor  would  the  House  be 
in  any  wise  bound  by  the  statements  he  might 
make.  If  those  statements  conflicted  with  the 
evidence,  it  would  he  for  the  Hoose  to  decdde 
between  them. 

Mr.  RA-HfiBT  observed}  that,  If  Judge  Feck, 
who  was  the  accused  par^,  was  to  he  permit- 
ted to  make  his  own  statementi  before  the 
House,  he  thought  it  would  be  no  more  than 
fair  that  Mr.  Lawless,  who  was  his  accuser, 
should  be  allowed  the  same  privily.  The  one 
had  as  good  a  right  to  be  heard  as  the  other. 
Mr.  B.  accordingly  moved  so  to  amend  the  res- 
olution, but  withdrew  his  amendment  at  the 
request  of 

Mr.  Out,  who  said  that  he  oould  not  per- 
ceive any  difficolt;  in  this  oase.  The  propo- 


sition  was  a  single  and  a  simple  one.  Let  the 
Judge  submit  in  writing  an  exposition  both  of 
the  facts  and  the  law.  This  would  faoilttate  all 
gentlemen  in  coming  to  a  eondnsioD.  The 
Judge  had  not  asked  leave  to  state  any  facts 
which  differed  from  those  in  the  testimony. 
His  friend  had  disclaimed,  in  his  name,  any 
such  purpose.  .He  thought  it  was  a  right 
which  ought  not  to  be  denied  to  an  accused 
person,  and  he  was  persuaded  that  the  grant- 
ing of  it  would  lessen  the  difficulty  of  the 
Honse  in  coming  to  a  Jnat  condarion. 

Mr.  Mabtin  said  that  be  had  an  amendmoit 
which  he  presumed  would  answer  Uie  views  of 
the  Honse  generally.  He  believed  there  were 
none  who  supposed  that  the  Judge  was  to  be 
permitted  to  state  facts  in  his  own  favor,  in 
contradiction  to  those  which  had  appeared  in 
the  testimony  before  the  committee ;  that  thus 
an  issue  was  to  be  made  up,  and  that  the  Honse 
was  to  hear  an  argument  on  that  issue.  Such 
a  thing  could  not  be  thought  of  for  a  moment. 
Mr.  M.  was  not  indeed  fully  prepared  to  aay 
how  far  it  would  be  proper  to  near  the  Judge 
at  all,  but,  in  so  important  a  case,  he  was  for 
eztendiog  the  rule  of  proceeding  as  far  in  fa- 
vor of  the  aoeosed  as  proprie^  wonld  admit. 
He  wonld  not  confine  the  Judge  to  too  narrow 
rules  in  an  investigation  so  important  to  his 
own  individual  reputation,  and  one  having  so 
near  a  bearing  on  our  judiciary.  The  Honae 
surely  were  not  afrud  to  tmst  themselves.  He, 
for  one,  was  disposed  to  listen  to  the  Judge 
with  all  good  feeling,  but  he  should  also,  he 
hoped,  exercise  over  hia  feelings  a  strong  re- 
straint of  caution,  while  he  endeavored  to  do 
strict  justice  between  the  accused  party  and 
the  United  States.  Let  him  submit  a  written 
law  argument  Let  the  House  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  what  hia  own  views  were. 
Few  subjects  involved  more  points  of  difficulty 
than  the  doctrine  of  contempts,  and  Vi.  M., 
for  one,  was  anxious  to  hear  what  conld  be 
said  on  both  sides.  In  such  a  cas&  he  should 
not  stop  to  look  at  precedents.  Mr.  M.  then 
moved  an  amendment,  which  was  at  first  ac- 
cepted by  Mr.  Fbths  as  a  modification ;  but, 
after  that  gentleman  had  conferred  for  a  mo- 
ment with  the  Judge,  he  concladed  not  to  ac- 
cept it,  but  modified  his  original  resolution  by 
inserting  the  word  "  written  "  befbre  "  state- 
ment," so  as  to  propose  tliat  the  Judge  nught 
deliver  a  written  esporition  of  his  views  before 
the  House. 

JSt*  Sfbnceb,  of  New  Tork,  sidd  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  rescuntion,  as  he  understood  it^  was 
to  pennit  Judge  Feck  to  be  heard.  This  ob- 
ject (Uffered  matoially  from  that  expressed  in 
the  Judge's  memorial,  where  he  prayed  not 
only  that  he  might  be  heard,  but  that  addition- 
al witnesses  might  be  sent  for  to  Missouri.  As 
to  receiving  a  written  exposition  from  the  ac- 
cused, in  relation  to  the  law  which  he  supposed 
to  have  authorized  him  in  what  he  had  done, 
and  also  his  commentary  on  the  facts  whidi 
had  speared  in  evidence,  Mr.  &  had  no  ol|Jeo- 
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tioDA.  If  there  was  my  lav  which  went  to 
justify  his  condact,  let  him  Iiave  an  opportoni- 
ty  of  lowing  it.  Hr.  8,  would  willioglj  ao- 
qaieeoe,  pror^ed  his  explfuation  were  made 
before  Monday  next.  The  session  was  now  far 
adi'anced ;  and,  if  Judge  Peck  were  gnilty,  the 
justice  of  the  ooontry  required  t^at  there 
shoold  bo  no  delay  ia  tuinpng  him  to  ptmi^- 
menL 

ICr.  BcoHAHAH  said  he  wonld  not  suffer  him- 
aelf  to  be  betrayed  into  any  feeling  by  the  re- 
maiks  which  the  gentlmaa  fimn  IGflBonri  had 
made,  or  by  any  remarks  which  he  could  malce. 
That  gentlenuui  had  very  evidently  betrayed  his 
own  feelings  in  the  ease.  He  trusted  he  should 
tnak  the  subject  temperately  and  calmly.  As 
to  what  my  opinion  is,  (sud  Hr.  B.,)  that  is 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  JndicifU7  Oom- 
mittee ;  nor  had  I  ever  an  opinion  on  any  sub- 
ject more  clear  and  decided.    If  the  report 
betrays  "  any  feeling  on  my  part,  it  is  before 
the  House  and  before  the  country,  and  they 
wiU  judge.   The  question  now  before  us  is  this, 
and  this  only :  What  is  the  proper  mode  of 
proeeeding  {ior  ns  to  adopt!  Hy  desire  is  that 
the  ^wse       aatabliah  such  a  precedent  as 
diflU  protect  die  interests  of  the  aecnaed  in  e31 
fatan  time.    The  Jndioiary  Oranndttee  had 
Judge  Chase's  trial  before  them.   The  mode  of 
proceeding  in  that  trial  they  considered  as 
strictly  pnq»er  and  delicate.   The  committee, 
in  that  case,  were  directed  to  report  their  opin- 
ion OD  the  charges  agunst  Judge  Chase  which 
hid  been  made  on  the  floor  of  ike  House.  Tor 
the  pnrpoBe  of  enabling  them  to  do  so,  they 
procured  aiQ  the  testimony  in  their  power.  This 
they  reported  to  the  House,  toother  with  a 
simple  Btttement  of  their  own  opmion  upon  it. 
Xotbing  ejse.   And  why  ?   I  presome  that,  as 
it  was  a  judicial  proceeding,  they  wished  to 
leave  every  eentl^oan  to  decide  for  himself 
npm  the  naked  testimony.  They  oonridered 
one  member  as  oompetent  to  dedde  as  another. 
Tbor  tmoit  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  there 
it  was  fully  discussed.   With  this  precedent  be- 
fore OS,  the  committee  are  not  jasUy  liable  to 
die  impntation  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, (Ur.  Bbll,)  who  thought  it  very  singular 
that  the  committee  did  not  specify  the  charges, 
tnd  give  the  grounds  and  reasons  of  their  oon- 
closioa.    If  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  <^  the  Union  shall  concur  with  the 
Jo^taary  Committee  in  tbeir  view  of  the  case, 
then  the  Hoose  will  ^)poInt  a  oconmittee  to 
draught  articles  <^  impeaohment,  and  thus  pre- 
seat  the  duuiges  in  a  qpeoflc  form.   These  ar- 
ticles will  be  reported  to  the  Hoose,  and  the 
Hoose  will  disca»  and  decide  upon  them.  Un- 
til after  this  second  decision  uiall  have  been 
tnadi^  the  accused  will  not  be  called  upon  to 
msrer.    Tlie  coarse  pursued  In  the  case  of 
Joi^e  CZiase  save  to  the  party  every  thing  he 
cojild  reasonsbly  desire. 
Sir,  what  does  Jn^e  Peek  state  in  this  me- 
aofiilf  J>oe8  heallege  he  had  re^neatedof 
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the  Judiciary  Committee  that  other  witnesses 
should  be  examined  ?  This  he  could  not  state, 
for  the  fact  was  not  so.  He  made  no  such  re- 
quest ;  and  I  never  even  suspected  that  he  had 
such  a  wish.  Had  he  requested  it,  I,  for  one, 
should  have  thought  it  a  very  grave  question, 
and  one  that  demanded  the  most  serious  con- 
sideration. It  is  a  qnestion  on  which  I  confess 
my  mind  is  not  at  this  time  fully  made  up. 
But  that  is  not  the  qnestion  before  as.  We  are 
now  called  upon  to  decide  whether,  after  Judge 
Peck  had  dedined  to  make  snob  arequest  in  the 
committee,  and  after  the  committee  have  re- 
ported the  testimony,  and  their  opinion  upon 
it,  to  the  House,  it  is  proper  to  allow  him  at 
this  stage  of  the  proceeding  to  make  his  defence 
and  examine  his  witnesses  either  beft»re  the 
same  committee  or  before  the  House. 

Our  own  precedents,  it  is  siud,  differ  from 
each  other ;  but  this  is  not  the  case,  so  fax  as 
they  relate  to  proceedings  against  jndges. 

As  to  the  case  of  the  V'ice  President^  he  pre- 
sented his  own  case  before  the  House,  and  de- 
manded an  investigation.  All  cases  are  not 
necessarily  subject  to  the  same  rule.  One  case 
may  denuuad  one  course  of  proceeding,  and 
another  case  require  a  different  mode. 

The  remark  which  exdted  the  ire  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  HisBonri,  was  merely  a  response  to 
an  opinion  expressed  by  the  Judge  in  his  me- 
monah  I  said  that  he  had  made  his  case 
rather  worse  than  better,  bf  his  cross-exam- 
ination.  I  am  still  of  that  opmion. 

I  believe  the  best  course  of  proceeding  in 
such  cases,  is  that  which  the  House  have 
hitherto  adopted.  Qive  a  committee  charge  of 
the  complaint,  and  they  will  seek  for  disinter- 
ested witnesses  from  all  sonroes  within  their 
power ;  they  will  inquire  who  is  least  excited  i 
Who  will  be  likely  to  give  the  most  correct 
statement  of  facts  t  If  they  shall  do  this,  and 
honestiy  aim  at  attaining  the  mds  of  pnbUo 
justice,  without  violating  the  rights  of  toe  ac- 
cused, we  shall  have  teken  the  most  correct 
course.  I  am  in  favor  of  referring  tbis  whole 
case  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  If  that  course  shall  be 
adopted,  I  shall  not  call  up  the  report  this 
day ;  but  will  endeavor  to  examine  the  prece- 
dents as  well  in  England  as  in  this  country, 
and  lay  the  resolt  before  the  House. 

As  to  the  course  pursued  by  the  House  of 
Bepresentatlves  of  Pennsylvania,  in  similar 
cases,  which  has  been  referred  to  hy  my  col- 
league, (Hr.  BuTHBBLAss,)  of  hearing  the  de- 
fiance of  the  accused,  and  examining'  liis  wit- 
neasea,  before  voting  an  impea^unent,  it  has 
never  met  my  approbation.  I  think  I  hare 
observed  great  inconvenience,  if  not  great  in- 
justice, from  that  mode  of  proceeding.  It  must 
necessarily  prejudice  the  oanse.  The  accused, 
instead  of  going  before  the  S^iate  without  pre- 
judice, shielded  by  the  presumption,  both  of  law 
and  justice,  that  he  is  innocent  until  he  shall 
be  proved  to  be  guilty,  will  be  arraigned  at 
their  bar,  after  having  been  convicted,  upon  a 
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Judge  Peck, 


full  trial,  by  the  deliberate  judgment  of  the 
House.  I  repeat  the  opinion,  that  the  best 
mode  of  attaining  jnstice  is  to  intrust  such  com- 
plaints to  a  standi^  committee,  selected  from 
all  portions  of  the  Union ;  and  which,  from  its 
Tery  constitution,  must  almost  necessarily  Iw 
Impartial.  The  members  of  snch  a  committee, 
actmg  under  the  responsibility  which  they  owe 
to  the  House  and  to  the  country,  and  cfotiied 
with  the  power  of  sending  for  persons  and 
p^rs,  will  ever  be  careftil  to  draw  their  testi- 
mony from  pure  fountains.  After  having  col- 
lected from  impartial  sources  anfficient  testi- 
mony to  satisfy  their  consciences  that  the  ac- 
cused ought  to  be  impeached,  they  will  then 
report  this  testimony,  with  their  opinion,  to  the 
House,  as  has  been  done  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion, and  leave  each  member  to  Jndge  of  its 
effect  for  himsell  In  Uiis  manner  the  rights 
of  the  accused  will  be  best  protected,  and  the 
interests  of  jnstice  best  subserved. 

If  Jndge  Pecik  had  inainnated,  when  before 
the  committee,  that  the  parol  testimony  had 
presented  an  incorrect  statement  of  the  trans- 
action, aoA  had  asked  that  other  witnesses 
might  be  examined,  I  should  have  felt  much 
inclined,  I  confess,  to  grant  the  request.  But 
bo  such  request  was  made  or  intimated.  We 
might  have  called  on  the  ^ntleman  from  Mis- 
souri (Mr.  PETTrs)  to  testify,  and  I  am  sorry 
Judge  Peck  did  not  make  the  sn^estion.  But 
I  protest  agfunst  rejecting  upon  the  committee, 
as  though  they  had  not  been  disposed  to  elicit 
tiie  tmtb,  the  whole  tmtli,  and  nothing  bnt  the 
troth. 

Jn  condaalon,  I  say,  let  a  snitabid  precedent 
now  he  established  for  future  times.  Let  it  be 

solemnly  determined  whether  a  jadge,  when 
accused,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  demand  that  his 
whole  cause  shall  be  tried  before  the  House  of 
Representatives  before  an  impeachment  is  re- 
solved upon. 

In  deciding  this  question,  I  trust  the  House 
will  come  to  such  a  conclusion  as  will  best  se- 
cure the  rights  of  the  people  and  the  accused, 
both  now  and  hereafter. 

Ur.  Ellsworth  observed  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentieman  from  South  Carolina 
brought  the  House  to  what  he  conndffl«d  the 
real  question,  and  it  was  cme  whldi  involved  a 
point  of  great  interest^  bnt  not  of  much  ^ffi- 
oulty,  though  gentiemen  seemed  not  fully  to 
agree.  "Whether  we  are  to  follow  precedents 
already  established  in  the  cases  of  Judges  Ohase 
and  Pickering,  or  of  William  Blonnt,  Senator, 
or  are  to  mark  a  new  course  to  be  followed 
hereafter,  it  is  important  that  we  act  with  cau- 
tion, doing  justice  to  the  accuser  and  the  ac- 
cused, as  well  as  to  the  public.  If  the  House 
adopted  the  amendment,  it  would  be  only  on 
the  idea  that  the  Jnd^  was  to  be  impeached 
or  not,  according  to  the  judgment  of  the  House 
on  the  facts  already  in  evidence.  On  these 
&otB  he  should  be  gfad  to  hear  the  commentary 
of  the  accused,  who  ought  certainly  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  sd^ng  in  his  own  behalf  what- 


ever he  had  to  say.  But,  if  a  contrary  coarse 
should  be  adopted,  and  the  House  should  reject 
the  amendment,  he  must  conclnde  the  House 
intended,  upon  this  inquiry,  that  the  accused 
shonld  have  liberty  to  introduce  such  evidence 
as  he  pleased,  and  thus  to  put  the  matter  into 
the  himds  of  the  accused.  Mr.  £.  said  he  eonld 
not  consent  to  such  a  course.  This  Honse  has 
no  constitutional  power  to  try  the  accused. 
We  are  to  inquire  after  the  oppres^n  oom- 
plained  o^  and  to  inquire  until  we  are  satisfied 
that  an  impeachment  is  necessary,  bnt  we  can 
go  no  farther  \  we  cannot  try  the  case.  Is  the 
accased  to  bring  before  us  such  witnesses  as  he 
pleases,  to  take  the  defence  into  his  own  bands, 
employ  couuselj  and  try  the  charges  fully  and 
perfectly  f  This  is  not  our  business.  We  have 
no  charges  framed,  nor  can  we  have,  until  we 
decide  to  go  forward.  From  what  has  been 
said  on  t^is  debate,  (said  Mr.  E.,)  he  was  con- 
vinced some  gentlemen  misapprehended  the 
nature  of  tiie  duties  of  the  committee  on  whioh 
he  served. 

This  House  was  the  CTand  inquest  o(  the  na^ 
tion.  A  judge  of  the  United  States  court 
here  complained  of  by  a  private  citizen,  for  m 
alleged  trespass  upon  his  rights.  The  com- 
plaint hod  been  presented  to  this  House,  who 
had  referred  the  case  to  one  of  its  own  com- 
mittees. The  committee,  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duty,  had  sent  for  all  such  witnesses  as 
might  enable  them  best  to  elicit  .the  truth  of 
the  case ;  bnt  he  could  assure  the  House  that 
the  Beleetion  had  not  been  made  AB0ar<«.  The 
committee  had  endeavored  to  obtain  all  aoch 
testimony  as  would  enable  them  to  present  the 
ease  fUrly  to  the  House.  The  question  now 
was,  whether  they  should  say  to  the  accused, 
we  will  hear  yon  on  the  testimony  already  ob- 
t^ned,  or  whether  they  would  go  fiirther, 
and  suffer  the  acensed  to  iotrodnce  new  testi- 
mony. 

Of  the  preliminary  facts,  he  could  bbj  that 
they  were  not  of  an  cb  parte  nature.  No  donbt 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  get  all  the  in- 
formation they  might  deem  necessary  to  amve 
at  the  truth ;  but  he  denied  the  policy  or  the 
propriety  of  admitting  an  accused  party  to  go 
Wore  a  committee  into  a  tiiorongh  trial  of  a» 
whole  cause,  with  counsel  to  aid  nim,  and  thrai 
to  call  upon  this  House  to  say  whether  he  was 
guilty  or  not.  The  committee  had  sent  to 
Missouri  for  A  and  B,  for  O  and  D,  including 
persons  both  for  and  a^^unst  the  accused.  They 
might  have  procured  other  testimony,  but  they 
obtained  all  they  thought  necessary.  It  was 
now  for  the  House  to  say  whether  the  accused 
shonld  have  another  hearing.  English 
dents  in  Parliament  have  been  searched,  and 
with  the  exception  of  Warren  Hastings,  who 
was  impeached  by  Edmund  Burke,  rising  in 
his  place,  the  accased  has  never  introdncea 
evidence  on  the  preliminary  inquiry.  If  the 
amendment  was  adopted,  he  should  under- 
stand the  Honse  as  coming  to  the  conclusion, 
that,  08  a  grand  Jury,  they  were  to  g«t  all  the 
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facts  neoessary  to  ^ow  whether  there  was  or  was 
not  groond  of  impeachment.  But  thej  were 
not  to  hear  Jndge  Peck,  as  if  he  were  on  his 
trial  before  them ;  the  Hoose  was  not  the  bodj 
appointed  to  try  him;  and  he  hoped  thej 
woold  proceed  on  the  gromid  that  the  aconsed 
was  to  coafiae  his  argument  to  snch  facts  alone 
as  this  Hoose  mi^t  choose  to  investigate,  and 
not  to  take  the  Uonse  into  his  own  bands,  as 
though  he  were  to  have  a  foil  trial  on  this 
floor. 

Ur.  HimrnraToir  addreased  the  Chair,  in  sab- 
stance  as  follows : 

I  have  read  the  evidence  on  which  the  reso- 
Intioa  now  nnder  consideration  is  founded,  with 
attentkn,  not  onlj  because  I  am  called  to  give  mj 
vote  on  that  resolution,  bat  because  the  subject 
of  it  is  (tf  deep  interest  to  the  parties  imme- 
diatdj  interested  in  it^  and  to  the  nation.  If 
the  Judge,  whose  officul  conduct  is  condemned, 
has  BO  coadacted  as  to  require  the  constitutional 
interposition  of  this  Hoose,  in  the  form  of  im- 
peachmoit,  we  ought  not  to  shrink  from  the 
daty  imp<»ed  upon  ns,  from  a  regard  to  h^ 
reputatiMi,  his  futoije  standing,  or  the  severity 
of  the  punishment  which  will  follow  oonvictlon. 
It  is  due,  in  snch  case,  to  the  indignity  offered 
to  the  country,  to  the  disgrace  brought  npon 
the  jadlcial  office,  to  the  honor  and  safety  of 
the  bar,  tliat  this  Hoase  should  seek  to  remove 
from  a  high  and  important  station  a  jndge  who 
fills  it  so  on  worthily.   Bat  if  he  has  committed 
no  offence  wortiiy  such  stripes— none  embraced 
in  the  oonstitntion  from  which  we  derive  onr 
anthim^  to  act — then  it  ia  dne  to  him  to  give 
him  onr  protection,  to  sostain  his  reputation, 
and  to  declare  him  innocent  at  that  offence 
which  would  endanger  the  loss  both  of  office 
md  character. 

Notwithstanding  the  respectabl Aoorce  from 
which  this  r^lntion  has  emanated,  and  with 
no  feeUngs  but  those  wMch  proceed  from  an 
aozioos  desire  to  judge  rigbteouBly,  (for  all  the 
parties  more  immediately  interested  are  stran- 
psn  to  me,)  I  cannot  concur  in  the  result  to 
which  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiciary  hAve 
come,  on  tliia  interesting  satject ;  and  I  hope 
Uiat^in  snhmittbg  the  reasons  on  which  my 
opinion  is  founded,  I  shall  not  be  Jnstly  ob- 
noxioas  to  the  imputation  of  favoring  judicial 
tTranny,  the  worst  of  all  iTranny,  becaose  so 
diiBeoIt  to  detect,  and  so  oppresnve  in  its  con- 
Beqaeacee.  I  am  a  member  of  the  same  pro- 
fesfcion  with  the  individual  who  is  said  to  have 
been  oppressed,  and  I  can  surely  wish  no  rule 
should  be  applied  to  my  brethren  in  IGssouri, 
which  I  shoold  repudiate  when  sought  to  be  ap- 
plied to  myself. 

The  resolution  submitted  to  ns  is,  that  James 
B.  Peek  l>e  impeached  of  high  misdemeanors  in 
office.  It  is  Bomewliat  difficnlL  if  not  imposra- 
t>Ie,  to  give  a  definition  of  the  term  misde- 
Buanor,  as  used  in  the  oonstitatum,  which  will 
inehide  every  ease  embraced  by  that  word.  It 
does  not  mean,  ma«ly,  an  indictable  oflbnce  at 
common  law:  for  if  a  judge  should  come  on  to 
Vou  XL— S 


the  bench  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  or,  while 
there,  should  employ  himself  in  playing  games 
of  chance,  he  ought,  in  either  case,  to  be  im- 
peached. Nor  does  the  term  inda^  hioompe- 
tency  to  discihai^  the  doties  of  the  office, 
arising  from  ^hysfoal  or  mental  inability.  Hie 
Jndge  holds  his  office  "daring  good  behavior; 
but  that  phrase  is  the  opposite  of  the  onuses  for 
which  he  may  be  impeached — ■"  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors."  What  constitutes  a  judi- 
cial misdemeanor,  subjecting  to  impeachment, 
must  depend  npon  the  circamstances  of  each 
case  as  they  exist.  As  applied  to  this  case,  I 
think  it  snsceptible  of  a  precise  definition. 

It  is  an  assumption  of  judicial  power,  exer- 
cised to  the  injury  of  an  individual,  and  done 
malo  anvao. 

To  sustain  this  resolution,  the  committee 
must  be  satisfied  that  Judge  Peck  had  no  power 
to  imprison,  and  erase  from  the  roll  of  attor- 
neys the  name  of  Mr.  Lawless,  for  the  causes 
which  led  him  to  do  it ;  that  the  exercise  of  this 
power  operated  to  the  injury  of  Mr.  Lawless ; 
and  that  it  was  done  with  a  corrupt  motive. 
If  either  of  these  points  is  with  the  Judge,  the 
resolution  onght  not  to  pass.  If  they  are  fdl 
against  him,  it  ought  to  be  adopted. 

I  shall  spend  no  time  on  the  inquiry,  whether 
Mr.  Lawless  sustained  an  injury  by  reason  of 
the  proceedings  instituted  against  him,  for  it  is 
obvious  that  a  suspension  from  practice  for 
eighteen  months,  and  the  deprivation  of  his 
peraonal  liberty  for  four  hours,  were  both  in- 
jurious to  him.  Hie  right,  on  the  part  of  the 
Judge,  to  do  these  acts,  ai^  the  motives  with 
which  they  were  done,  are  the  only  topics  to 
which  I  shall  ask  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

As  to  the  right.  Was  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Lawless  such  as  to  jastify  the  court  in  treating 
it  OS  a  contempt,  punishable  by  imprisonment 
and  suspension  from  practice  ?  It  may  be  as- 
sumed as  a  correct,  legal  proportion,  that  any 
publication,  the  object  and  design  of  which  is 
to  corrupt  the  fountuns  of  Justice,  by  its  ten- 
dency Improperly  to  aflbct  the  due  administra> 
tion  of  it  in  causes  which  are  depending  in  the 
courts  of  law  or  equity,  is  a  contiunpt,  au- 
thorizing a  summary  proceeding  by  process  of 
attachment,  punishable  by  fine  and  imprison- 
ment, and,  in  case  of  on  attorney,  by  suspen- 
sion from  practice.  And  It  is  immaterial 
whether  the  effect  ia  attempted  to  be  produced 
by  the  operation  of  the  publication  on  the  jadge, 
the  jurors,  the  witnesses,  or  the  public.  It  is 
equally  immaterial  what  the  text  is,  which  is 
nmde  the  basis  of  the  publication ;  it  may  be 
the  opinion  of  a  jodge  in  a  canse  previously  de- 
cided, or  it  may  be  any  thing  else ;  nor  is  it 
necessary  that  the  design  of  the  writer  should 
have  been  aooompUsbed.  The  essence  <^  the 
oflbnoe  oonnsts  in  the  mtent  with  wluoh  tiie 

Eblioaticm  U  made,  and  its  tendenoy  impropa- 
to  affect  the  decdsion  of  causes  undetermined, 
di  is  the  law  of  contempts,  as  it  relates  to 
the  prooee^ngs  which  hare  led  to  the  resolatitm 


Digitized  by 


Google 


84 

H.or  R.] 

before  ns ;  and  its  implication  to  these  proceed- 
ings is  now  to  be  considered. 

Before,  however,  this  is  done,  I  deem  it 
necessary  to  notice  some  remarks  which  have 
fallen  from  my  friends  from  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York,  (Mr.  Bdohanan  and  Hr.  Stoubs,) 
which,  in  my  judgment,  have  no  connection 
with  the  merits  of  the  question  nnder  consid- 
eration, and  are  calonlated  to  prodace  impres- 
sions not  justified  br  t^e  acts  of  the  Judge 
which  are  complaint  ot  I  will  not  stop  to 
examine  whether  these  gentlemen,  in  the  style 
and  manner  of  debate  in  which  they  indulged, 
exhibited  more  feeling  than  properly  bdonged 
to  the  station  which  they  oocopy;  for  I  am 
perfectly  sure  that  neither  of  them  was  actuated 
by  any  other  consideration  thap  that  high  sense 
of  duty  which  we  all  ought  to  feel ;  but  I  must 
say,  topics  have  been  introduced,  which  de- 
serve, I  will  not  say  reprehensions,  but  a  reply. 
My  fnend  from  Kew  York  told  the  committee, 
yesterday,  that  Judge  Feck,  in  his  written 
apology,  had  stated  that,  if  he  had  erred  la  this 
matter,  it  was  an  error  on  the  side  of  Govern- 
ment, and  calculated  to  protect  its  interests. 

[Here  in.  SxOBBsezi^dned.  The  gmUemaa 
had  misappr^ooded  him.  The  Jndge^  in  the 
paper  wbioh  he  had  ftarnishedf  did  taow  that 
fae  had  erred  on  the  side  of  the  Government, 
and  enumerated  &  namber  of  cases  where  his 
dedfflOQs  had  the  effect  of  saving  the  public 
land.] 

Exactly  as  I  understood  him,  (said  Mr.  H.,) 
though  not  expressed  in  the  same  terms.  Sir, 
the  observation  was  calonlated  to  impress  the 
committee  with  the  idea  tliat  the  Judge  wished 
UB  to  recollect  that  if  he  had  proceeded  in  an 
unlawful  manner,  he  ought  to  be  shielded,  be- 
caose  he  bad  done  so  in  order  to  favor  the  Gov- 
ernment. Sir,  no  saoh  conolosioa  will  follow 
an  examination  of  that  pf^)er.  All  that  the 
Judge  says  is  Hds:  tha^  as  very  numerous 
claims  were  poiding,  which  embraced  the  same 

Erinciples  as  tiie  case  of  Soulard,  he  felt  it  to 
e  his  duty  to  give  that  case  a  most  thorongh 
and  close  examination ;  and  I  say,  that  whoever 
reads  that  opinion,  cannot  avoid  coming  to  the 
ooQclusioa  that  it  is  both  an  elaborate  produc- 
tion, and  one  written  in  good  futh. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Judge,  except  in  one  particular,  was  extra- 
judiciaL  If  this  was  intended  to  afford  an  ex- 
cuse for  the  criticism  of  Mr.  Lawless,  I  differ 
most  materially  from  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
^Ivania,  (Mr.  BnoUNAs])  and  my  fhend  from 
yiiffiniaj  (Mr.  DoDDBmas.)  Neither  do  I 
a^ree  with  them  in  relation  to  these  obiter 
duta.  Uy  poor  reading  has  led  me  to  con- 
clude that  it  is  not  best  to  travel  out  of  the 
record,  and  to  express  a  I^al  opinion  in  a  case 
not  before  the  court.  But  may  I  not  ask 
whether,  in  this  opinion  ddivered  by  Judge 
Feck  in  the  case  of  Soulard,  any  man  can  see 
aught  that  looks  like  an  extra-judicial  opinion  I 
He  first  settled  the  case,  and  he  needed  not  to 
have  gone  any  further ;  bat  he  flien  prooeeds 


as  if  he  would  say,  if  I  have  been  wrong  thus 
far,  there  is  another  point  which  makes  equally 
against  the  claimants.  That  is  all  he  has  done. 
He  gives  different  reasons  for  coming  to  the 
same  result.  They  are  reasons  called  for  by 
the  case,  and  such  as  it  was  not  only  proper, 
but  his  duty,  to  consider  and  discuss.  Ibe 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  seems  to  lay 
stress  on  the  fact  that  the  Judge  printed  bis 
opinion  in  a  newspf^er.  If  that  remark  tu 
intended  to  have  any  effect,  it  must  be  thii, 
that  such  a  proceedhig  was  derogatory  to  hia 
judicial  station.  The  f^entleman  says  tiiatwhen 
the  Judge  bad  given  his  opinion,  there  he  ought 
to  have  stopped ;  but  I  ask,  was  there  aoy 
thing  improper  in  publishing  his  (pinion  t  It 
is  a  pTOoeeaing,  whioh,  if  not  fiwquent,  yet 
Bometmies  occurs. 

When  tlie  bar  requested  this  pnblic&ti(»i, 
ought  the  Judge  to  have  told  them  that  a  com- 
pliance would  be  den^atory  to  the  profesdoat 
Bat  the  gentleman  adds  that  the  Judge  pub- 
lished this  opinion  in  a  political  newsp^. 
Kow,  or,  I  should  be  ^ad  to  know  where  he 
oould  have  found  any  paper  which  was  not  po- 
litical. If  it  was  lawml  for  him  to  publish  Rt 
all,  I  do  not  know  where  he  must  have  gone  to 
do  it 

[Here  Hr.  Buohutait  explained.  As  refer- 
ence hod  several  times  been  made  to  what  he 
had  said  on  that  subject,  he  wished  to  remind 
the  committee  that  he  had  said  at  the  time  that 
he  knew  the  character  of  the  paper  only  from 
the  Judge  himself;  it  had  been  oesign^ed  by 
him  as  a  '*  political  newspaper."] 

But  the  honorable  gentlemau,  I  will  not  say 
in  the  coloring  he  gave  to  the  t^timony,  bnt  in 
his  comments  and  argument,  inquii^  why 
Judge  Peck  solicited  the  name  of  the  pubhsfaer. 
Did  not  fh*  Judge  know  who  he  was  ?  Was 
not  hia  name  on  the  papw?  Now,  sir,  if  this 
was  meant  for  any  thuu^  it  was  to  streDgtboi 
the  idea  that  the  Jndge  bad  selected  lus  vietiiD. 
But  surely  the  gentleman  knows  that  uo  attach- 
ment could  issue  to  bring  the  par^  before  the 
court,  without  an  affidavit  to  found  it  upon. 
And  though  the  Judge  might  see  on  the  face  of 
the  paper  that  A  B  was  the  publisher,  he  conld 
not  issue  a  rule  on  suoh  evidence — ^it  most  be 
of  record.  There  was,  then,  nothing  improper 
in  t^ng  steps  to  procure  an  afiSdavit 

But  the  gentleman  asks,  why  call  particularly 
on  Lawless,  when  all  the  bar  and  many  other  par- 
sons ware  present?  "Why,  sir,  Lawless  was  not 
specially  called.  The  Judge  inquired  ^ 
one  present  knew  who  was  the  pnUisber  of 
that  pe^r,  and  Mr.  Lawless  volunteered  an  an- 
swer to  the  question.  Witiiout  l^at  answer  be 
could  not  have  proceeded  an  inch.  Afler  Mr. 
Lawless  (and  the  fact  is  creditable  to  him  cer- 
tainly) had  verified  the  fact,  then  the  attach- 
ment issued.  But  I  have  more  to  do  with  m* 
matter  than  the  manner  of  the  Judge.  And  1 
proceed  to  inquire,  Did  Judge  Peck  assumo 
an  authority  which  he  did  not  rightfully  poa- 
seea! 
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The  committee  haa  been  told,  over  and  over, 
in  8  rtjle  the  most  warm  and  animated,  that 
his  condnot  wu  arbitrary,  oppreadve,  nneonsti- 
tnticmat— calculated  to  destroy-  the  liberty  of 
the  inress,  and  that  this  grou  assnmptitm  of 
power  was  eaUed  finth  by  the  ezerdse,  on  the 
part  ol  Lawless,  of  his  undeniable  and  unalien- 
able right  as  a  free  citizen  of  this  repnblic 
Sir,  let  na  deeoend  a  little  from  tins  lofty  pinna- 
cle, and  let  ns  calmly  and  coolly  ask,  wlutt  did 
Hr.  Lawless  do  ?  And  was  his  act  a  contempt 
of  conrtY  He  pnblished  an  article  signed  "  A 
Citizen  "  in  one  of  the  papers  of  St  Lonis,  and 
which  has  been  called  **  a  respectful  commen- 
tary "  on  the  Jndge^B  opinion.  Now,  sir,  there 
is  no  member  of  tbis  &onse,  whose  voice  wonid 
bo  Bomier  or  loader  raised  i^ainst  any  attempt 
to  snpiffees  tlie  legitimate  freedom  of  the  press. 
I  hope  I  shall  not  be  charged  with  any  desire 
to  violate  it  And  I  Lope  that  onr  conrts  of 
jnsdoe  wiB  never  be  held  to  be  so  sacred,  that 
th^  adjudications  may  not  be  the  snbject  of 
fur  and  tempente  animadversion.  No  man  is 
above  it,  or  ongfat  to  be  above  it.  The  mo- 
ment  yon  cnrtdl  Ae  freedom  of  the  press,  yon 
destroy  Uberty. 

Bot,  ar,  while  I  gnard  the  freedom,  I  am  as  ; 
greedy  imposed  to  the  licention&neas  of  the 
press ;  I  wUl  take  care  that  the  object  of  snch 
animadversions  shall  not  be  to  bring  down 
mm  a  ooort  the  vengeance  of  the  pnblio,  and 
thoB  aflbet  the  great  and  vital  interests  of  jus- 
tiee,  and  tiie  peace  and  wdl-beii^  of  aociety. 
The  ease  baa  bem  treated  as  if  this  artiole, 
agned  A  Citizen,"  was  no  more  thtm  a  fair 
and  honest  commentary  on  the  opinion  pnb- 
lished by  the  Judge.  Sir,  was  this  so  t  Were 
there  not  causes  pending,  of  a  similar  kind 
wiUi  that  which  had  been  decided  ?  It  is  ad- 
mitte^^t  appears  in  evidence,  there  were 
other  causes  depending  on  Spanish  concessions 
to  be  B^jnd^ed  in  that  conrt  Look  then  at 
this  pnbhcation,  and  see  what  its  object  was. 
Vhat  was  its  motive  f  And  what  was  likely 
to  be  its  effect  on  the  cansea  pending?  Sir, 
idiat  does  Ut.  iM-leaa  tell  ns  t  (Ko  £>nbt  he 
lias  a  ri^t  to  ocnne  here  and  spread  his  wrongs 
before  this  Honse,  if  he  has  snffbred  ady— bnt 
he  is  ttie  aoetuer^the  witness  in  his  own 
euae.)  And  what  other  witnesses  have  we ! 
ffis  two  eonna^  I  do  not  deny  that  these 
genflemm  are  competent  witnesses — but  what 
does  every  man  of  common  sense  know  ?  That 
a  puty  in  interest  or  his  counsel  ore  to  be 
heard  with  allowance  for  their  natural  bios. 
One  of  my  friends  has  related  to  me  a  fact  on 
this  satiijecL  A  jndge  was  some  time  since  try- 
ing a  cause,  when  some  point  occurred  of  evi- 
dent truth,  but  to  which  there  was  no  witness. 
One  of  the  connsel  in  the  cause  offered  himself 
asawitneaato  {ffove  the  fuit;  but  the  judge 
suggested  to  him  that  it  would  be  better  to  at 
Ibe  canae  go  of^  until  a  witness  conld  be  ob- 
tdned;  buanse  ft  did  not  seem  becoming  in 
eooasel,  when  a  o«ise  pinehedf  to  offer  hii^f 
to  ba  8ir<»ii.  The  lawyer,  however,  iudated. 
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When  the  jndge  said  to  him,  "  Yon  are  a  com- 
petent witness,  and  I  may  not  refuse  to  have 
you  sworn ;  but,  if  you  do  testify,  I  shall  in- 
struct the  jury  not  to  believe  one  word  you 
say."  The  Ju^  may  possibly  have  strettuted 
tiie  rule,  but  l£e  counsel  will  never  forget  it 
And  in  this  case  I  do  not  say  the  witnesses  are 
not  competent,  bat  I  say  they  are  parties  in 
interest :  and  yet  snch  are  the  principal  wit- 
nesses in  the  case.  Kow,  X  ask,  what  conld 
have  been  the  motive  of  Mr.  Lawless  in  writ- 
ing that  article  ?  It  is  said  that  it  was  to  pnt 
his  clients  upon  their  guard,  and  to  prevent 
them  from  becoming  the  prey  of  speculators. 
Sir,  this  article  itself  develops  bis  secret  mo- 
tive— ^it  seems  to  me  that  I  can  read  his  heart 
as  plfunly  in  that  transaction,  as  if  it  was  laid 
open  before  my  eyes.  Is  it  not  demonstrable 
that  bis  motive  could  not  have  been  that  wMdi 
is  assigned  by  his  advocates  hereV  £r  it  had 
been,  what  conld  have  been  easier  than  to  have 
iuserted  an  article  in  the  paper,  stating  that  the 
decision  in  the  case  of  Sonlard  was  not  final ; 
that  an  appeal  had  been  taken  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  me  United  States ;  and  that  the  cause 
was  to  be  considered  as  still  pending,  and  re- 
commending to  bis  clients  to  wait  the  issue  be- 
fore they  took  any  steps  in  relation  to  their 
claims.  But,  no ;  he  did  not  take  this  course, 
but  inserted  an  article  virtnally  holding  out  to 
his  clients  this  language :  Do  not  be  effected 
by  tbis  opinion  of  Judge  Peck — ^it  is  quite  erro- 
neous. And  did  he  not  know  that  it  was  to  be 
this  very  Judge  Feck  who  waa  to  ait  upon  their 
causes  to  try  them  9  And  would  his  clients  be 
deterred  from  selling  their  land  by  this  ?  Was 
it  not  the  very  strongest  reason  why  they 
should  sell !  No,  sir.  It  is  impossible  his  mo* 
tives  conld  have  been  such  as  gentlemen  sup- 
pose. Charity  believeth  all  things,  and  cover- 
eth  a  multitude  of  sins;  but  charity  herself 
can  have  no  room  here.  If  this  was  not  bis 
object,  what  was  it!  It  was  the  object  of  that 
article  to  affect  the  adjudications  in  the  other 
cases,  either  in  producing  in  the  Judge  an 
alann,  which  mi|;ht  check  his  progress,  or,  if 
he  was  not  to  be  mtimidated,  then  by  pre-ocou- 
pying  the  minds  of  thoae  who  were  to  beocmie 
jurors  and  witnesses.  This  waa  the  obvious 
tendency  of  the  publication.  It  was  a  direct 
appeal  from  the  court  to  the  public,  stating  that 
the  Judge  had  been  guilty  of  errors,  both  in 
law  and  in  fact.  Every  citizen  who  read  the 
article  and  believed  it,  would  say,  this  -judge  is 
not  competent  to  his  duty,  and  he  should  not 
be  here.  He  has  been  gnilty  of  eighteen  as- 
sumptions in  one  opinion,  all  of  which  are  erro- 
neous. Sir,  this  was  the  only  effect  the  article 
could  have,  and  It  is  fair  to  infer  that  this  was 
the  end  for  which  it  was  written.  Now,  if  it 
was,  then  the  act  fhlls  within  the  principle 
which  governed  the  law  of  contempts.  It  was 
intendM  to  operate  on  oases  stUl  »ub  jvdie«; 
whether  the  author  effected  bis  pnrp<we  or  no^ 
is  inunaterial.  The  design  of  bis  publication 
waa  a  contempt  I  have  adverted  to  thi^  not 


Judge  Ptek, 


Digitized  by  Google 


86 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


so  much  for  tiie  sake  of  stating  mj  own  opin- 
ion la  relation  to  it,  aa  with  a  view  to  correct 
the  erroneons  view  which  I  think  has  been 
given  \)j  every  gentleman  who  has  spoken  in 
&Yor  of  the  impeachment.  I  appeal  to  all  who 
bear  me  to  say  whether  the  resolution  has  not 
been  advocated  in  fact  npon  the  sole  gronnd 
that  the  object  of  the  pnblication  of  Mr.  Law- 
less was  fair  and  honest  and  commendable,  and 
not  designed  to  have  any  effect  npon  the  cansea 
pending.  Now,  can  a  deugn  be  called  honest 
and  ffdr,  which  {^es  to  oormpt  the  fonntum  ttf 
Jostice,  no  matter  bow  1^  is  effected,  whether 
through  the  Jndge  himself,  or  throng^  tke 
Jurors  and  witnesses!  To  test  the  truth  of  this 
idea,  let  ns  suppose  that,  instead  of  the  article 
signed  "  A  Citizen,"  Mr.  Lawless  had  written 
one  in  this  form:  "To  all  peratms  who  may 
appear  as  jurors  or  witnesses  at  the  next  term 
of  the  district  court  for  the  district  of  Mis- 
soori,  before  the  Hon.  James  H.  Feok,  Jndge  of 
the  same :  take  notice,  that,  at  the  trial  of  Bon- 
lard's  heirs,  the  said  Judge  assumed  eighteen 
points  of  fact  and  of  law,  all  of  which  were 
ulse."  I  ask,  would  any  man  have  donbted 
whether  this  was  designed  and  oalonlated  to 
inwreas  the  pnUio  mind  in  a  manner  nnfitvor- 
iUk  to  the  eonrt?  Bir,  there  is  not  a  man  who 
oould  read  tliis  notioe,  and  compare  it  with  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Peck,  titiat  must  not  suppose, 
if  he  believed  it  true,  that  the  Jndge  was  either 
a  very  wicked  man,  or  else  a  natural  fool— that 
he  was  too  ignorant  or  too  corrupt  to  hold  his 
station.  I  now  leave  this  part  of  the  subject, 
and,  after  a  word  or  two  more,  I  shall  have 
done.  If  if  will  not  be  thought  by  my  friends 
from  Pennsylvania  and  Vir^nia  to  be  extra- 

C'lcial,  I  fdll  go  one  step  further.  If  I  have 
n  correct  so  for,  nothing  more  need  be  said ; 
bat  suppose  I  have  been  mistaken,  there  re- 
mtina  another  view  to  which  I  must  advert,  at 
the  hazard  <^  being  chafed  with  an  0&tY«r 
dictum;  and  I  ask  whether,  in  the  oondnct  of 
Judge  Peck,  there  is  reason  to  infer  the  absence 
of  malice,  whether  we  are  obliged  to  suppose 
that  he  had  any  other  motive  than  to  uphold 
the  honor  and  purity  of  the  court.  Sir,  it  is 
one  of  the  most  difficult  things  in  the  world  to 
jndge  of  men's  intentions ;  and  I  could  not  but 
feel  some  surprise  at  a  remark  of  my  friend 
from  New  York,  (Mr  Stobrs,)  who  observed,  if 
I  understood  him,  that  we  need  not  look  with 
eagle  eyes  into  the  motives  of  the  accnsed,  see- 
ing that  we  were  only  taking  the  preliminary 
ete^  towards  a  prosecution.  Now,  sir,  my 
limited  praotioe  had  led  me  to  believe  that,  in 
all  proceedings  <«  part^,  there  was  a  peouliar 
necessity  that  the  evidence  riionld  be  nil  and 
satisfactory.  And  is  it  so  that  we  must  not 
look  into  tiie  motives  of  the  accused !  If  not, 
then  there  is  an  end  to  all  fairness.  And  what 
is  the  conclusion !  The  accused  must  look  out 
for  himself.  But  surely  the  presumption  of 
malice  may  be  rebutted  by  circumstances ;  and 
I  cannot  conceive  how  the  gentleman  could 
have  Biqqpofied  that  there  was  any  othw  motiTe 


in  this  pnblication  than  a  design  to  bring  the 
court  into  contempt. 

[Mr.  Stobsb  here  explained.  What  be  had 
s^d  was,  that  the  committee  were  not  bound 
to  look  with  eagle  eyes  for  palliations  of  the 
offence,  substantiated  by  testimony.] 

Just  as  I  understood  him,  said  Mr.  H.^  snd  I 
enter  my  entire  dissent  from  the  doctrine,  I 
am  a  perfect  non>believer  in  it.  The  question 
we  have  to  settle  is,  whether  the  dreninstanoes 
are  such  as  to  infer  an  htmest  or  a  nulidons 
intent.  If  Judge  Feok  viewed  this  antwymoos 
article  as  more  oalonlated  to  impress  the  ptMo 
nund  than  if  a  direct  charge  had  i)eea  ad- 
vanced of  ignorance  or  cormplion,  then  I  do 
not  wonder  that  he  came  to  the  oonclnaion  thst 
the  intent  of  the  writer  was  to  embarrass  the 
causes  which  might  come  into  his  court  I 
have  looked  at  the  criticism  of  the  Judge's 
opinion,  and  I  say  that  every  charge  has  been 
highly  colored,  and  that  in  others  there  has 
been  a  complete  distortion  of  the  Judge's 
meaning.  I  ask  every  gentleman  caholy  to 
compare  the  article  signed  "  A  Citizen,"  vith 
the  opinion  of  Jndge  Peck,  and  to  s^  wbetfaw 
it  is  not  a  perfect  caricature  of  that  i^inion. 
And  if  the  Judge  entertdned  this  (^dnlrai,  theo 
you  find  a  motive  at  once  for  his  condnet  The 
article  held  him  np  to  an  abnsed  public  as  in- 
competent to  the  duties  of  his  station ;  and  if 
it  did  so,  then  I  say  that  the  Jndge  acted  from 
a  motive  which  is  fair  and  becoming  in  every 
man  who  means  to  protect  hhnself;  and  I  say 
further,  that  a  judge,  i>elieving  that  one  of  the 
counsel  in  his  court  had  been  guUtr  of  such  an 
attempt  to  corrupt  the  fountains  of  justice,  and 
did  not  lay  a  heavy  hand  upon  him,  is  not  fit 
for  his  station ;  and  as  long  as  I  shall  coQtintie 
a  lawyer  at  the  bar,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
snlfject  myself  to  the  same  mle.  I  do  not 
wonder  that  the  Jndge's  commentary  on  thb 
prodnetion  oocnided  three  hours.  The 
had  been  laboilonsly  examined  by  him,  sd^ 
had  been  fiilly  set  forth  in  his  opinitm ;  and  I 
do  not  wonder  tliat  a  drcnmstantial  examina- 
tion of  it,  and  refutation  of  the  falsehoods  in 
the  article,  should  have  taken  him  a  conddcr- 
able  time.  But,  sir,  we  find  a  motive  inde- 
pendent of  this.  In  what  circumstances  was 
the  Judge  placed  when  he  made  this  exanuas- 
tiont  He  was  surrounded  by  a  number  of 
l^ntiemen,  members  of  a  profession  hcmorable 
m  itself,  and  as  nsefhl  as  it  is  respectable. 
Among  them  all  he  found  no  voice  in  favor  cf 
the  Government ;  but  every  member  of  the  St 
Louis  bar,  excepting,  perliapB,  the  attorney  of 
the  Fidted  States,  was  retained,  ^tber  as  attor- 
ney or  counsel,  for  some  of  these  claims.  It  is 
said  that  Mr.  Lawless  was  perstmally  interested 
in  the  case  of  Soulard ;  whether  he  and  tbe 
other  gentlemen  were  to  share  profits  with  tbe 
claimants,  is  not  for  me  to  say;  but,  in  the 
State  from  which  I  come,  a  lawyer  who  would 
lend  his  professional  services  in  a  speculation 
of  that  kind,  would,  if  detected,  be  stricken 
ihna  the  rolls  with  disgraoe.  What  motahty 
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maj  prevail  to  the  westward  on  this  subject,  I 
know  not ;  perhaps  the  practice  there  may  be 
considered  very  honorable.   All  I  shall  say  is, 
that  I  am  very  glad  sach  notions  have  no  place 
in  mj  State.    A  judge  tbos  sarroanded  had 
bem  pnblidy  eharged  with  not  knowing  the 
£iet,  «r  the  law  on  wUoh  he  was  called  to  de* 
cide.    Now,  dr,  I  confess  I  do  not  know  any 
thing  more  calculated  to  tonch  his  reputation 
or  wonnd  his  feelings.   Perhaps  a  charge  of 
eorraption  might  have  been  a  little  worse,  but 
I  believe  that  most  men  woold  nearly  as  lief 
be  charged  with  one  as  with  the  other.  The 
Judge  did  show  a  little  feeling  on  the  occasion 
— -I  think  I  should  have  shown  mnch  more. 
He  Bat  patiently,  and  beard  the  charge  fully 
argued-   The  accuser  himself  says  that  he  was 
permitted  to  discuss  it  so  long  as  he  wished, 
and  during  this  time  there  was  nothing  in  the 
Judge**  demeanor  different  irom  what  it  was  at 
other  timai   Kow  I  ask  what  motive  could 
the  Jndge  bave  had  to  oppress  this  man  ?  Was 
it  his  interest  to  do  so  t   Svidently  not.  Was 
it  any  malicious  resentment  1   Why,  sir,  Ur. 
Lawless  himself  says  that  be  and  the  Judge 
had  always  been  on  good  terms.   I  therefore 
conclude  that  he  acted  on  this  occasion  in  good 
Cuth,  thou^  it  is  possible  that  he  mistook  Lis 
powers.   Bat  it  seems  to  me  that  the  very  cir- 
cumstance most  in^sted  on  as  evidence  of  evil 
intent  in  the  Jud^  is  pr^nant  with  evidence 
in  his  favor.   It  is  said  that  he  exhibited  paa- 
Hon  in  his  manner,  and  that  his  language  was 
Tiolent.   Well,  sir,  I  admit  that  he  was  some- 
what  iadisereet ;  bnt  I  am  yet  to  learn  that 
wanath  of  manner  Is  evidence  of  cormptioD. 
Is  the  manner  of  a  person  who  designs  to  per- 
petrate oppresnon  under  the  mask  of  judicial 
power  usually  warm  and  passionate  ?   No,  sir  I 
he  comes  coolly  to  his  task  of  hypocrisy ;  he 
expresses  great  regret  at  the  task  imposed  on 
him.  He  begins  by  degrees,  looks  earnestly 
xipoa  the  assembly  and  compassionately  upon 
the  culprit,  speaks  of  the  enormity  of  his 
offence,  r^rets  extremely  ttiat  he  should  have 
been  gmlty  of  it,  asks  hun  if  he  is  ready  to 
^Kilogize,  and  then  proceeds  to  the  blow  for 
which  all  this  preparation  was  made,  and 
strikes  his  victim  from  the  rolL   Is  that  the 
depMtment  of  the  Jud^  t   We  find  him  wai-m 
and  animated,  over-excited,  perhaps  rash  in  his 
language ;  but  does  not  this  betray  an  honest 
etmriction  that  he  would  be  ffuthlesa  to  his 
daty  if  he  did  not  punish  a  flagrant  outrage  on 
the  adaunistratioQ  of  justice  ?   When  attempt- 
ing to  ascertain  the  motive  of  the  Judge,  ought 
we  not  to  remember  that  he  offered  the  offend- 
er the  opportunity  of  purging  himself  by  oath, 
wtucfa  was  refused ;  and  my  friend  from  Kew 
York  thought  it  astonishing  that  any  one  should 
consider  this  refusal  as  an  aggravation  of  the 
CMtempt 

[Here  Kr.  Sfksckr  explained.  He  said  that 
whea  iaterrogatimea  were  offered  they  were 
never  limited,  and  the  accused  could  not  know 
what  would  be  the  nature  them.] 


[H.  OF  R. 

Sir,  this  circumstance  furnishes  my  mind 
with  a  presumption  in  favor  of  the  Judge. 
The  interrogatories  necessary  for  the  accused 
to  purge  himself  from  intentional  contempt, 
were  few  and  simple.  The  question  was  put  to 
the  printer,  whether  Lawless  Bud  that  he  did 
not  intend  any  thing  like  contempt  towards  the 
courts  bnt  afterward  we  hear  nothing  more  of 
this.  If  the  object  of  the  Judge  had  been  the 
gratification  of  revenge,  we  should  have  heard 
of  no  interrogatories.  I  will  not  say  that  the 
Judge  was  authorized  in  doing  all  that  he  did, 
but  I  insist  that  the  offer  of  interrogatories  was 
no  addition  to  his  guilt 

I  feel  very  thankful  for  the  attention  with 
which  the  committee  have  indulged  me.  I  felt 
that  the  case  was  a  very  important  one ;  and 
as  very  distinguished  friends  held  an  opinion 
with  respect  to  it  the  reverse  of  my  own,  I 
considered  it  to  be  my  duty  briefly  to  state  the 
reasons  for  my  own  opinion,  and  for  the  vote 
which  I  shall  j^ve  against  the  impeachment 

Hi,  Batb&  of  Massachusetts,  obBenred  that 
this  was  a  high  oriminal  proceeding  agunst  a 
high  oflScer  of  Government.  The  accused 
ought  to  be  treated  with  the  utmost  liberality. 
He  need  not  speak  of  the  effects  of  the  present 
proceeding,  either  on  the  character  of  the  ac- 
cused party  or  upon  the  GoTernment.  Merely 
to  allude  to  the  expense  and  trouble  incident 
to  a  trial  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  and  the  ne- 
cessary and  consequent  delay  of  business,  would 
be  sufficient  to  induce  a  proper  degree  of  cau- 
tion on  the  part  of  this  House,  in  institutiD^ 
this  constitutional  process. 

An  application  was  now  made  by  the  fHend 
of  the  accused,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to 
make  a  communication  to  the  House,  orally  or 
otherwise,  as  he  might  choose,  in  relation  to 
the  law  and  the  facts  of  his  case.  He  hoped 
the  privilege  would  be  accorded.  He  was  not 
for  fettering  the  Judge,  and  restricting  and  em- 
barrassing him  by  too  much  regulation ;  or  by 
the  commitment  of  his  friends  in  this  House  to 
this  or  that  course.  Let  him  be  heard  in  the 
way  he  might  himself  prefer.  Mr.  B,  denied 
that  the  House  was  to  proceed  in  the  character 
of  a  grand  jury-  He  had  much  doubt  on  the 
propriety  of  receiving  only  «  parte  evidence, 
in  many  cases,  even  before  an  ordinary  grand 
jury ;  but  the  reasons  for  it  there  would  not 
apply  to  this  Honse.  If  the  accused  was  de- 
sirous of  being  heard  either  on  the  law  or  on 
the  facts,  Mr.  B.  was  for  hearing  him.  He 
thought  it  due  to  him.  He  hoped  the  resolu- 
tion would  be  adopted,  in  the  confldence  that 
Judge  Peck  knew  what  belonsed  to  this  House, 
and  what  became  him  as  a  Judge  and  a  gen- 
tleman. 

[Mr,  Bdbobs  followed  Mr.  Bates,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, whose  speech  concluded  the  debate 
for  this  iaj.] 


Judge 
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ToBSDAT,  April  13. 
Buffalo  and  Nva  OrUana  Soad,  Bill. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
■Whole,  Mr.  Hatnbb  in  the  chair,  and  took  np 
the  Buffalo  and  Kew  Orleans  road  biU. 

Ifr.  Lba.  said  that  he  had  hitherto  refrained 
from  engaging  in  this  discussion,  partly  on  ac- 
count of  the  exceeding  reluctance  and  hesitan- 
oy  with  which  he  would  at  any  time  ask  to  be 
heard  in  this  hall.  But  he  had  been  inSaenced, 
also,  by  a  desire  to  offer  an  ameodment  to  the 
bill,  at  the  time  of  presenting  his  views  on  the 
aalgeot  generally.  Since  an  early  stage  of  the 
debate,  this  had  not  been  in  hla  power,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  amendments  and  motions  which 
had  been  pending ;  and  he  was  aware  that  the 
same  difficulty  yet  continued ;  but  the  manner 
and  progress  of  the  discnssion  had  admonished 
him  that  he  should  not  longer  refrain,  and  that 
he  ought  to  use  the  contemplated  amendment 
by  way  of  objection  and  argument  against  the 
hill  in  its  present  form.  He  would  thus  be  able 
to  exhibit  the  comparative  advantages  of  the 
plan  of  the  amendment  for  executing  this  and 
similar  works,  and  both  modes  would  then  be 
before  the  oommittee,  so  that  gentlemen  conld 
&irly  consider  wheflier  they  would  be  wHline 
to  adopt  either.  If  so,  they  would  be  prepared 
to  vote  against  the  motion  now  pending  to 
strike  ont  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill ;  but, 
if  otherwise,  they  would  sustain  that  motion 
which  goes  to  defeat  the  whole  bill.  He 
thought  it  particularly  proper,  in  order  to  teat 
this  measure  fairly,  that  both  plans,  and  the 
whole  subject,  should  be  fully  developed,  be- 
fore the  committee,  previously  to  taking  a  vote 
on  this  question,  which  may  be  decisive. 

I  have  thus,  said  Itfr.  L.,  indicated,  in  a  few 
wordsj  my  object  generally;  and  I  hope  the 
committee  will  now  indulgently  allow  me  to 

E resent  my  views  more  at  large.  The  peon- 
ority  of  my  aitnation  may  afford  an  apology 
not  only  for  my  speaking,  but,  also,  for  giving 
some  of  my  remarks  a  local  direction.  With 
but  very  humble  pretensions,  I  have  desired  to 
be  equally  unassuming — and  I  might  not  have 
felt  myself  called  on  to  depart,  on  this  occa- 
sion, from  my  habit  of  silent  voting,,  if  this  bill 
had  not  addressed  itself  directly  to  the  homes, 
interests,  and  feelings  of  my  constituents.  Bnt 
the  proposition  of  the  bUl  is,  that  this  road 
shall  run  through  my  district  somewhere ;  and 
(in  the  *'  glorious  oncertainty  "  of  these  pro- 
jects) that  is  taken  to  be  almost  anywhere  and 
eve^where.  The  en^neers,  to  be  sure,  trav- 
elled  along  the  principal  stage  road  throngh 
that  country,  and  that  is  nnderstood  to  be  the 
western  route  indicated  in  their  report.  But 
there  are  many  other  roads  running  in  the  same 
general  direction,  along  the  extensive  valley  of 
East  Tennessee,  between  Kentncky  on  the  one 
side,  and  North  Carolina  on  the  other;  and 
private  surveying  has  been  resorted  to  for  as- 
certaining the  nearest  and  best  way.  Ajid 
how  many  is  it  supposed  there  are  of  the  good 


[Arao^  188a 

people  along  these  respective  roads,  who  have 
any  doubt  uiat  the  way  nearest  to  their  dwell- 
ings is  the  very  best  way  in  all  the  world  for 
this  great  national  road?  All  but  one  route 
(and  that  one,  too,  perhaps)  must,  in  the  end, 
be  disappointed ;  but,  nntU  the  matter  shall 
have  been  settled,  hope  will  continue  the  flat- 
terer of  all. 

This  multiform  offer  of  a  road  to  a  people 
who  have  never  received  any  thing  in  tliis 
way,  and  who  feel  the  want  of  improved  out- 
lets to  market  more  than  any  otiier  part  ctf  the 
Union,  has  naturally  produced  oncoramon  ex- 
citement in  that  quarter.  It  is  not  dlfficnlt  to 
know  the  variety  and  luxuriance  of  the  growth 
of  such  a  hotbed.  Many  of  my  honest  constit- 
uents have  been  led  away  by  v^n  expectations^ 
which  they  will  never  realize,  and  excited  by 
means,  some  of  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  ex- 
plain. Not  only  much  speaking  and  writing 
have  been  resorted  to,  bn^  also,  neighborhood, 
town,  and  county  meetings  have  been  held,  to 
discuss  and  decide  the  constitutionality  and  ex- 
pediency of  the  very  bill  now  under  our  con- 
sideration ;  and  with  the  view  of  instmetiiig 
me,  and  requesting  others  to  support  it,  as  con- 
stitutional and  expedient,  not  merely  for  mak- 
ing such  a  road  as  is  proposed  in  the  bin,  but  a 
raOroad,  according  to  the  rage  of  the  limes — 
even  a  ^endid  national  railroad  I 

It  is  not  my  purpose  now  to  inquire  into  the 
motivee  of  any  who  participated  in  those  meet- 
ings, nor  am  I  disposed  to  be  outdone  by  any 
of  them  in  matters  of  civility.  I,  therefore, 
take  occasion  to  perform  a  twofold  duty — first, 
of  rendering  my  acknowledgments  to  all  of 
them  for  the  attention  which  they  have  been 

E leased  to  pay  to  me  during  my  absence  from 
ome — and,  secondly,  of  tendering  the  thanks 
of  some  of  them  to  the  honoraMe  chMrman, 
and  the  other  honorable  gentlemen  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boada  and  Canals,  tar  Hub  predons 
bill,  which  seems  to  be  regwded  by  aome  as 
almost  a  providential  means  of  hastening  tbe 
millennium  itself! 

Having  discharged  thus  much  of  my  duty,  I 
should  neglect  another  part  of  it,  were  I  not  to 
make  some  farther  remarks  concerning  these 
same  meetings;  for  it  so  happened  uiat,  at 
some  of  them,  a  majority  did  not  feel  them- 
selves quite  so  much  flattered  by  the  bill  as  to 

F've  it  their  approbation.  Sndi  was  the  result, 
understand,  at  those  meetings,  where  the  sub- 
ject was  fUly  discussed  l>efore  the  people. 
They  were  a  little  shy  of  this  proffered  fevor. 
The  hook  must  be  better  baited  before  th^  can 
be  caught.  I  have  fbrbome  from  oensnring 
any  one ;  but,  X  should  not  do  Justice  to  my 
own  feelings,  con^dering  the  extraordinary  ex- 
citement which  this  matter  has  occasioned 
among  my  consUtuents,  if  I  were  to  refrain 
fnnu  awarding  my  feeble  commendation  to 
such  of  them  as  have  opposed  this  bill,  so  re- 
ally degrading,  and  yet  so  Battering  to  inter- 
ested and  BDperfidid  observers.  With  such 
temptations  before  them,  and  in  the  midst  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  GONaR£SS. 


89 


AraiL,  1830.] 

great  clamor  in  favor  of  the  bill,  they  have 
maoifeeted  that  kind  of  moral  courage  and  po- 
litical virtue,  on  which  the  liberties  we  enjo^ 
niDBt  always  depend^-«iid  even  those  who  may 
candidly  differ  from  them  in  opioion,  must  ac- 
knowledge the  sterling  patnotism  of  their 
course^  in  adhering  to  what  they  regarded  as 
correct  principles.  Liberty  to  them  ia  more 
valuable  than  gold— and  I  am  prond  to  have 
the  honor  of  representing  encb  freemen. 

Another  consideration  adds  to  the  peculiarity 
of  my  sitaatioEL  I  find  myself  the  only  mem- 
ber on  this  floor  from  several  hundred  miles  of 
distance  along  the  contemplated  route  of  this 
road,  who  refuses  to  take  this  dose  of  poison, 
as  it  has  been  prepared.  Two  of  my  honor- 
able eoUeagues  immediately  to  the  west  of  me, 
and  uiother,  with  two  honorable  gentlemen 
from  Viigima,  immediately  to  the  east  of  me, 
Are  in  &Tor  of  this  tnlL  alUiough  they  have 
anived  at  that  point  by  different  roads,  some  of 
which  are  new  and  ontravelled  befne.  For  aH 
d  these  gentlemen  I  feel  a  rancere  friendship 
pwsonally,  and  I  have,  also,  been  in  the  habit 
of  harmonizing  with  them  on  political  subjects 
generally. 

Perhaps  yon  may  consider  my  situation 
rather  embarrassiog,  in  the  midst  of  such  a 
moltipUcity  of  routes  throngh  my  district — 
fioch  a  diversity  of  sentiment  among  my  con- 
fititoents — and  such  cross-firing  from  my  friends 
in  this  hall.  I  confess  that  I  derive  no  pleas- 
ure from  this  ooofosion — that  I  regret  the  con- 
flict of  opinion  and  of  interest;  but  not  so  much 
from  omuderations  personal  to  myself,  as  from 
odwrs  of  public  concern.  Yet,  it  is  to  no  pur- 
pose to  express  nnavailin^  regrets ;  every  one 
most  act  on  his  own  convictions  and  responm- 
bilities ;  and  I  assure  the  committee  I  have  not 
the  le^  doubt  or  difficulty  as  to  my  own 
ooiirse.  I  will  not  vote  for  this  bill.  I  cannot 
approve  either  of  its  principles  or  of  its  details. 
Bat  I  am  not,  therefore,  an  enemy  to  internal 
improvemeots ;  on  the  contrary,  I  would  favor 
all  of  a  proper  kind,  to  be  executed  in  a  proper 
nuuraer,  A  good  road  through  my  country 
would  doubtless  be  very  conveoient ;  and,  cer- 
taialy,  I  would  have  no  objections  against  it  in 
itfidf  considered,  hnt  I  have  some  ol^ections 
against  obtaining  it  at  the  expense  of  my  own 
flath  and  the  ocHiatitntion — oar  liberties  and 
permanent  welfare. 

Some  honorable  gentlemen  have  told  us 
maeh  c€  their  oI)edience  to  the  will  of  their 
constituents.  I,  too,  acknowledge  to  some  ex- 
tent, the  force  of  such  an  obligation ;  but  not 
qoite  so  obsequiously,  perhaps,  as  some  of  my 
friends.  I  would  not  be  understood  as  regard- 
less of  their  good  opinion.  I  would  prize  it 
bi^y  at  all  times,  either  in  public  or  private 
life.  Nor  will  I  affect  indifierence  to  my  own 
defftiay ;  and  it  will  be  my  business  to  satisfy 
my  constituents  of  the  correctness  of  my  public 
ocodoct;  bat,  whether  I  shall  be  able  to  do  so 
or  not,  is  to  me  a  seoondary  oonaideration ;  for 
I  hold  that  no  man  is  fit  to  be  a  repriasentative 


[H.  OF  E. 

here,  who  can  hesitate  as  to  a  choice  between 
his  own  personal  popularity  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  true  principles  of  our  Government. 
To  them  I  look  and  adhere,  as  the  best  means 
of  promoting  the  best  interests  of  my  people, 
rather  than  to  delosive  expedients  for  relira  or 
pitiAiI  advantages,  resulting  in  no  permanent 
good,  but  answering,  for  a  tmie,  the  purposes  of 
certfun  candidates  for  popular  favor. 

I  was  sent  here  to  act  on  my  oath,  to  do 
good,  not  mischief— to  execute,  not  violate,  the 
great  compact  of  this  Union. 

My  constituents,  of  all  class&s,  have  long 
known  that  I  could  not  vote  for  any  such  bin 
as  that  now  before  us ;  and,  while  some  of  them 
have  been  asking  me  to  do  so,  they  mast  have 
had  other  motives  than  even  a  hope  that  I  could 
comply  with  their  request.  They  know  my 
sentmients,  and  they  expect  me  to  maintain 
them.  A  nuyority  of  them  sent  me  here  as  a 
State  right  republican,  as  oontradistinguiE^ed 
from  a  national  repnblioao.  They  are  jealona 
of  the  assumed,  overgrown,  and  increasing 
powers  of  this  ^lendid  Federal  Government ; 
and  they  are  not  willing  to  look  to  it  as  the 
*'  dispenser  of  every  good  and  perfect  ^itt  nnder 
heaven."  They  see  that  it  is  becommg  more 
and  more  the  fashionable  idol  of  the  times,  es- 
pecially among  those  who  desire  to  be  initiated, 
or  to  continue  priests  at  the  altar ;  and  they 
fe|r  the  danger  that  a  new  and  ponderous  ma- 
cmne  will  be  fabricated  as  a  substitute  for  the 
beneficent  orinnal;  and  tiiat  the  idolatrous 
worshippers  of  this  politioal  Juggernaut,  in 
whole  eonuntmities,  are  to  be  cru^ed  beneath 
its  wheels.  The  thing  has  progressed  some 
distance  already ;  the  devotees  are  assembling ; 
and  new  converts,  even  from  those  who  were 
thought  to  be  steadfast  in  a  better  religion,  are 
prostrating  themselves  before  it.  I  yet  bedong 
to  another  foith ;  and,  instead  of  these  immola- 
tions having  any  tendency  to  proselyte  me, 
they  render  the  scene  appalling  indeed,  and  es- 
tablish me  in  my  own  creed. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  all  will  agree  in 
opinion,  either  as  to  politics  or  religion ;  but 
there  are,  nevertheless,  in  each,  both  positive 
and  comparative  differences  between  right  and 
wrong,  on  which  must  depend  the  faith  of  in- 
dividuals and  of  nations ;  and  it  should  be  the 
efibrt  of  every  one,  at  all  times,  to  attain  the 
nearest  practioaUe  approumation  to  tmth.  But 
while  im^rtant  differences  must  exist,  a  spirit 
of  toleration,  and  even  ooncillatiou,  is  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  prevent  ruinous  distraction. 
Who  can  look  to  the  vast  and  various  interests 
by  which  different  portions  of  this  extensive 
country  are  influenced — by  which  their  repre- 
sentatives here  are  propelled  in  different  direc- 
tions, without  discovering  the  utter  hopeless- 
ness of  long  managing  the  great  concerns  of 
this  Union  to  advantage,  or  even  continuing 
the  partnership,  without  exercising  the  utmost 
forbearance,  wd  execnting  a  detennioatiun  not 
to  push  matters  to  extremity?  When  this 
General  Government  moves  on  the  border  of 
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the  coostitution,  evea  then  prudence  f^res  a 
caution ;  when  it  tmscrnpolousl;  passes  over  a 
doubtful  boundarj,  and  occupies  every  inch  of 
dilated  ground,  nannony  and  ^;ood  feeling 
must  yield  to  Jmlonues,  animoufcieB,  and  con- 
tentions ;  but  whenever  it  shall  boldly,  delib- 
erately, and  perseveringly  march  farther,  and 
invade  the  undLspnted  territory  of  others,  then 
the  natural  consequences  mast  be,  (as  when  the 
Bubicon  was  passed,  and  Kome  was  no  longer 
&ee,)  anarchy  f  rst,  and  despotism  next. 

This  Federal  Government  has  often  sported 
wantonly  on  doabtful  ground ;  occaaionally, 
but  inadvertently,  perhaps,  it  has  trespas^ 
farther ;  but  if  the  bill  now  under  considera' 
tion  should  ever  become  a  law,  in  its  present 
form,  it  would  be  idle,  insulting,  to  pretend 
that  we  aim  at  any  thing  short  of  consolida- 
tion, and  a  complete  ccmquest  of  ^e  State  aa- 
tliorities. 

I  consider  this  bill  as  the  most  direct  and 
daring  attempt  upon  State  jurisdiction  and  au- 
thority, that  was  ever  before  a  Congress  of  this 
Union.  Is  it  not  ?  What  does  it  amount  to ! 
Kothing  less  than  a  positive  direction  to  the 
President  to  take  prompt  and  effectual  meas- 
ures to  have  a  road  made  from  the  northern 
lakes  to  New  Orleans,  near  the  southern  gulf, 
without  saying  one  word  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  jurisdiction  or  rights  of  States,  or 
oorpor^oBs,  or  individualis,  are  to  be  regai^^ 
or  adjusted,  in  oases  of  difficulty.  The  strong 
arm  of  power  must  not  be  stayed,  but  must  act 

Jtrompt^  and  efibctually  to  accomplish  the  ob- 
ect,  no  matter  whose  rights  or  what  obstruc- 
tions may  interpose ;  for  gentlemen  have  taunt- 
ingly told  US,  here  and  elsewhere,  that  an  act 
of  Oongress  cannot  be  controlled,  unless  the 
political  omnipotency  of  the  Supreme  Court 
shall  condescend  to  advise  us  of  error.  And  is 
such  a  power  as  this  to  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  President  of  this  Union,  at  this  early 
day !  Is  he  to  be  authorized,  commanded,  to 
go  forward  and  make  this  road,  without  re^d 
to  the  rights  of  anybody  ?  The  like  of  it  never 
was  heard  of  in  any  country  that  was  not  a 
downright  tyranny,  or  where  there  was  even  a 
decent  respect  for  the  ri^ts  of  man.  Some 
mode  of  ascertaining  rights,  and  compensating 
for  damages,  would  seem  to  be  indispensable. 
I  have  no  disposition  to  push  scruples  or  wpre- 
heosions  beyond  due  bounds,  but  this  bill  has 
no  bounds  as  to  principle — and  when  or  where 
are  we  to  stop  ? 

At  a  proper  time,  it  is  my  intention  to  offer 
an  amendment,  with  a  view  of  saving  the  rights 
of  the  States,  of  corporations,  and  of  individ- 
uals, as  far  as  practicable.  At  present  I  can 
only  urge  it  as  au  awiment,  to  show  that  the 
bill  is  not  as  it  should  be,  and  to  point  out  a 
better  mode  of  executing  this  and  all  similar 
works.  By  contrasting  the  amendment  with 
the  bill,  the  imperfections  of  the  latter  will  ap- 
pear more  stnkingly,  perhaps,  than  by  any 
other  means ;  while  there  wiU  be  exhibited  a 
plan  for  conducting  int«nal  improTemente, 


[AroL,  1880. 

under  the  auspices  of  this  Govemnm«it, 
which  many  and  seriouB  difficulties  will  be  ob- 
viated,  and  which  I  think  well  worthy  of  tiie 
most  ddiberate  consideration  of  every  eitizen 
of  the  St^  of  this  Union.  We  are  told  that 
this  Government  wiU  progress  in  the  business 
of  internal  improvement,  and  some  gentiemea 
seem  very  confident  in  this  opinion.  If  its 
progress  in  that  way  should  be  very  eztenrive, 
it  must  be  matter  of  great  importance  that  some 
plan  should  be  adopted  to  attun  the  ends  in 
the  least  exceptionable  manner.  The  amend- 
ment which  I  expect  to  offer,  will  be  a  teet  of 
the  political  principles  of  gentiemen  on  this 
floor.  It  is  of  a  character  too  distinctive  to  be 
mistaken  by  any  politician,  and  the  people  at 
largo  will  ondersUnd  the  vital  difference  be- 
tween it  and  the  bill,  in  tiieir  re^»ective  ten- 
dencies. I  avow  my  objects  frankly :  first,  to 
put  the  bill  right  as  far  as  possible ;  and,  sec- 
ond, if  its  Mends  will  not  adopt  a  better  plan, 
to  pot  them  thoroughly  in  the  wrong. 

Mr,  HuBLENBEBo,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  to 
clum  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  for  a 
few  moments  only,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  enter 
into  a  lengthy  cUscussion  of  a  subject  which 
had  already  been  more  than  suffidently  discnss- 
ed.  He  presumed  every  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, who  had  given  it  any  attmtion  what- 
ever, must,  by  that  time,  have  made  up  his 
mind  upon  the  question ;  and  he  oould  not  flat- 
ter himself  that  any  thing  be  might  say,  for  or 
ag^nst  the  measure,  would  change  a  single 
vote.  He  rose  merely  to  express  a  regret  at 
the  vote  he  found  himself  obliged  to  give  if  he 
wished  to  satisfy  his  own  conscience,  uid  pro- 
mote, in  hb  view  of  things,  the  best  intmsts 
of  the  whole  people  of  the  Union,  as  he  con- 
sidered himself  a  representative  for  the  whtde, 
and  not  for  a  part  only. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  I  must,  when  called  upon, 
record  my  vote  against  the  bill  on  your  table. 
I  r^et  this  drcumstance,  because  I  shall 
thereby  vote  aeunst  a  measure  which  my  much 
esteemed  Mend  mi  colleague,  QSx.  Hbmfhiu.,) 
the  honorable  Chairman  m  tiie  Conunittee  on 
Internal  Improvements,  seems  to  have  much  at 
heart.  He,  no  doubt,  sincerely  believes  that  it 
is  a  measnre  which  will  tend  to  the  general 
weliare,  and  promote  the  good,  not  only  of  his 
native  State,  but  of  the  Union  at  large ;  that  it 
will  farther  the  interests  of  commerce,  of  agri- 
culture, of  manufactures,  add  to  the  comforts 
of  the  people  in  peace,  and  their  security  in 
time  of  war,  as  well  on  the  sontbem  as  on  the 
northern  and  northwestern  frontier.  A  more 
amiable  man,  a  more  patriotic  and  disinterested 
legislator,  may  not  be  found  on  this  floor.  He 
may  possibly  be  correct  in  lus  views,  and  I  in 
error.  It  is,  however,  human  natnre  to  differ ; 
but  every  h<mest  man  must  be  guided  1^  his 
own  convictions  of  ri^t  and  wrong,  of  the  ex- 
pediency or  inexpediency  of  any  measnre  vpoa 
which  he  is  called  in  duty  to  decide. 

I  r^;ret  (said  Mr.  M.)  tho  vote  I  must  give, 
because  it  is  hi  oppodtum  to  the  opinion  or 
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naofy  perh^  in  opporitkm  to  the  opinion  of 
a  li^  nuyority  of  vaj  ooUeagnes,  -who  have 
mora  wperience  in  legiaUtiTe  matters  than  mj- 
hIC  and  far  whose  oinnion,  coIlecHvelj,  sad 
indiTidaallj,  I  have  the  highest  regard. 

I  r^ret  it,  because  it  is  apparently  ag^nst 
the  iounediate  interest  of  a  considerable  por- 
ticn  of  mj  natire  State,  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  in  part,  on  this  floor,  so  far  at 
lust  as  the  ezpenditore  of  a  considerable  snm 
oat  of  the  common  fund,  within  the  boundaries 
.  (rf*  th^  State,  may  be  considered  a  b«i^t. 

BvA  (said  Mr.  M.)  doty  compels  me  to  over- 
oama  these  rsgretSL  What  I  owe  to  the  people 
nd  timr  wd&re,  calls  npon  me  to  lay  aside  all 
penonal  fadings,  and  vote  agdnst  the  bill  nn- 
dcr  dtsenssioa ;  not,  indeed,  because  I  think  a 
measore  of  this  kind  imconatitational.  No,  I 
have  no  scraplea  on  that  head.  If  that  were 
the  only  point  in  dispnte,  I  could  have  no  hesi- 
tatioQ  and  no  regrets  in  giving  a  vote  on  the 
qnestion.  It  womd  afford  me  pleasure.  I  con- 
sidw  it  a  point  long  nnce  settled — a  point 
which,  at  this  day,  dioold  not  be  called  in  qnes- 
tion. If  Cfflurees  have  not  the  right  to  an- 
tbixiae  internal  improvements,  for  the  purpose 
of  E^olatii^  eommerae  and  promoting  tiie  gen- 
end  veUsre,  to  render  the  tran^tortation  of  the 
more  and  r^tid,  to  eontribate  to  lite 
comfbftB  and  h^ipinesB  of  the  pet^la  in  time  d 
peaoe,  and  th^  aeoority  in  time  of  war,  it  has 
no  rights  whatever ;  it  might  as  well  not  exist 
— it  nu^t  as  well  be  expelled  from  this  hall, 
I  vote  against  the  bill,  not  on  oonstiCntional 
pTUuaplw  therefore,  bat  because  I  think  Its 
panage  mmeoeasary  and  inexpedient,  at  this 
tioeatleast  • 

The  passage  of  the  bill,  I  contend,  is  nnneces- 
aaiy.  It  is  not  necessary,  as  some  gentlemen 
w1k>  bare  preceded  have  asserted,  to  establish  a 
eonstitotional  principle,  the  right  of  the  Gen- 
enl  Government  to  make  internal  improve- 
nentB.  Ko,  this  question,  as  I  have  already 
■rid,  ]ia%  in  my  h amble  opinion,  been  l<mg  since 
aetdisd.  Whatever  this  Ooogreas  may  do,  it 
will  neither  tend  to  settle  or  unsettle  it.  The 
express  words  of  Uie  etwstitntion  itself;  the 
ofaoions  of  oar  ablest  men  on  the  bench ;  the 
o^aiims  of  all  our  Pre«dents,  from  him  who 
WIS  deservedly  first  in  the  hearts  of  the  people, 
from  Va^ngton  down  to  the  present  illns- 
trioos  Chief;  the  opinion  of  the  lamented  Olin- 
ton,  undoubtedly  a  statesman  of  the  very  first 
(Rder ;  the  opinions  of  a  large  majority  of  our 
State  Legi^atares — all  have  established  it  be- 
yond a  question,  except  with  a  few,  who,  al- 
tho^  BO  doubt  rinoere  in  their  opimons,  and 
ca  that  aeeoont  ou^t  to  be  respected,  are  yet 
too  nwdt  in  the  batnt  ct  splitting  Iiaira  botb  on 
the  north  and  south  side,  to  have  mnoh  reHanee 
^aoed  on  their  Judgment  Keither  (aaid  Mr. 
M.)  does  the  passage  of  the  bill  appear  to  me 
ueessary,  as  is  further  contended  by  some  gen- 
tiemea  who  have  been  in  advance  of  me,  to 
pmnote  the  intwesta  of  commerce  and  agri- 
nltat^  tte  transpatition  of  the  mail,  the 
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comfort  of  the  people  in  peace,  their  Reenrity 
in  time  «f  war.  No,  I  am  far  from  admitting 
this.  From  this  place  to  Buffalo,  we  have  al- 
ready more  than  one  road,  and  probably  as  di- 
rect as  any  can  be  made.  None  certainly  can 
be  made  better  for  leas  than  three  times  the 
som  fixed  as  an  average  for  the  mile  in  the  bill 
now  before  us.  Indeed,  we  have,  by  taking  a 
circuit  of  a  few  miles,  an  exc^ent  timipike  for 
at  least  one-half  the  distance.  We  wont,  at 
present,  in  onr  section  of  the  Union,  no  more 
roads  for  the  accommodation  of  trade,  or  the 
transportation  of  the  mail,  or  even  fm  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  traveHers ;  and  as 
for  the  conveyance  of  troops  and  munitions  of 
war,  it  is  futile  to  speak  about  it.  I  have,  to 
use  the  words  of  the  venerable  gentieman  from 
Rhode  Maud,  who  sits  on  my  left,  ^i£r. 
BuBGBs,)  "been  utterly  astonished  and  oon- 
founded  "  at  the  assertions  of  some  gentlemen 
in  this  respect.  How  long  conld  a  mud  road, 
costing  only  fifteen  bundr^  dollars  a  mile,  be 
used  for  such  a  purpose,  in  the  Spring  and  Fall, 
if  Government  diose  to  use  it,  which  I  strongly 
suspect  will  never  be  the  case  ?  The  situation 
of  the  South  and  West,  I  will  admit,  may  be 
diffuent.  They  may  be  more  in  want  of  roads 
than  the  northern  section  of  the  Uidon.  I  do 
not  pretrad  to  pass  a  positive  opinlrai.  But 
grant  to  the  States,  south  and  west  of  this, 
through  which  the  road  is  proposed  to  be  run, 
the  sum  to  be  expended  under  the  bill,  and  the 
road  will  be  infinitely  better  made,  at  much 
less  cost,  and  in  one-half  the  time.  Indeed, 
admitting  the  road  to  be  made,  I  know  not 
what  you  are  to  transport  upon  it,  either  in 
peace  or  in  war.  Not  only  the  cutting  of  in- 
numerable roads,  tffe  opening  of  canals,  the 
improvement  of  our  rivers  in  every  direction,  but 
the  use  of  all-powerful  steam,  has,  within  a  few 
years  past,  since  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war, 
upon  whitdi  gentiemen  have  harped  so  much 
to  show  the  necessity  of  this  road,  entirely 
changed  the  whole  ntuation  of  our  country  as 
re^irds  intonal  oommunieationa.  Frodifbe 
will  no  longer  be  conveyed  by  land  for  any 
distimce.  It  will  everywhere  seek  the  water- 
courses, and  they  are  everywhere  near  at 
hand.  Troops  and  mumtions  of  war,  if  they 
should  heremer  be  required  at  extreme  points, 
will  be  moved  upon  these  three  times  the  dis- 
tance in  one-half  the  time  that  wonld  be  re- 
quired upon*  land,  where,  with  the  best  of  roads, 
r^lroads  excepted,  the  practical  result  of  these, 
carried  to  a  distance,  has  not  yet  been  fully  as- 
certained. 


WnnnsDAT,  April  14, 

Judge  Peek. 

The  Sraumt  presented  to  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  Judge  Peck,  accompanied  by  a  writ- 
ten statement  or  argument,  in  explanation  and 
defence  d  his  oflBoiiU  conduct  in  the  case  own- 
plained  of  by  Xu  E.  Lawleaa,  oommaDioated  in 
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paranance  of  the  permisaion  given  bj  the  Hoase 
Bouie  days  ago. 

Motions  were  made  to  commit  the  argament, 
and  to  print  it,  without  reading,  as  it  appeared 
to  be  a  TolumiDons  statement ;  but 

The  reading  was  demanded,  first  by  Mr. 
"WioKLKPFB,  and  withdrawn,  then  by  Mr.  Dak- 
isL,  and,  ^Fter  proceeding  some  time,  by  him 
witiidrawn ;  next  by  Hr.  Wilde,  and  the  read- 
ing oontinoed  some  time  loDger,  and  then  with- 
drawn; then  by  Mr.  Btobbb,  of  Hew  York; 
and,  after  the  reading  had  pn^essed  Bome 
tdme  longer,  (in  all  an  hour  and  a  half,)  Mr.  B. 
withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  fbrther  reading 
was  suspended. 

The  statement  was  then  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
was  committed  the  report  against  Judge  Peck ; 
and 

Mr.  Clat  moved  that  it  be  printed,  with  one 
or  two  of  the  papers  whitdi  aooompaoied  and 
were  referred  to  in  it. 

Mr.  MoDnniB  moved  to  print,  also,  the  me- 
morial of  Mr.  Lawless,  oom^aining  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Judge. 

Mr.  SmnasBs  moved  to  ]aj  botli  motiona  on 
tbe  table.  Negatived. 

Mr.  Datis,  of  South  Oarolina,  moved  to  ex- 
cept from  the  printing  the  papen  accompany- 
ing the  statement  of  Jndge  Pedc,  vhicih  was 
af^eed to;  and 

The  statemeDt  of  the  Judge,  and  the  me- 
morial of  his  accusers,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Buffalo  and  New  Orlean$  Road  Bill. 
The  House  that  took  up  this  bill,  as  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  yesterday; 
and,  having  oonourred  in  filling  the  blank  with 
.  fbur  dollars,  as  the  daily  allowance  to  the  com- 
missioners, 

Mr.  Spbioht  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  with  the  view  not  to  take  it  up  again. 

Mr.  Whiitlbset  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  tills  question,  and  they  were  ordered ; 

when 

Mr.  Spkioht,  to  accommodate  his  colleagues, 
who  wished  to  renew  their  amendments,  with- 
drew his  motion. 

Mr.  Cabson  then  renewed  the  motion  which 
he  made  iu  committee,  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
Btziking  out  the  put  prescribing  the  route  for 
the  New  Orleans  road,  and  insettiDg  a  pro- 
vitdon,  directing  the  adt^tion  of  the  "most 
direct,  practicable  "  route. 

Upon  the  amendment,  Mr.  Casson  offered 
some  observations  on  the  length  to  which  the 
discussion  upon  the  subject  had  already  extead- 
ed,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  call  being  sustained,  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Blaib,  of  Tenuessee,  said  that  he  was 
aware  that  it  would  not  now  be  in  order  to  re- 
ply to  what  had  been  said  by  gentiemeu  in  the 
opposition  in  the  comnuttee ;  but  as  his  friend 
from  North  Carolina  Hklr.  Cabsok)  has  now 
repeated,  iu  part^  what  ho  had  aaid  hi  Oommit- 
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tee  of  the  Whole,  he  was  gratified  iu  having  it 
in  his  power  to  correct  that  gentieman  in  a 
gross  error  into  which  he  had  fallen,  as  to  the 
organization  of  the  Committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provements, of  wMoh  he  was  an  humble  mem- 
He  has  charged  that  the  location  of  the  road 
upon  the  western  route  was  the  result  of  oom- 
bination  in  the  committee,  and  has  parcelled 
out  to  each  member  of  that  committee  his  ipat- 
tion  of  the  local  benefit  to  be  derived  from  that 
combination.  ■  Sir,  I  cannot,  I  will  not,  believe 
that  my  worthy  fri«id  intended  to  impugn  my 
motives  in  this  matter,  tho^jrii  such  would  be 
the  irreastible  oonclusion^  from  reading  bis 
printed  speech.  I  take  this  opportuni^  of  in- 
forming my  friend  that  I  am  the  only  member 
of  the  committee  who  voted  in  favor  of  report- 
ing the  bill,  who  was  in  the  slightest  d^ee  in- 
terested in  its  location  on  the  western  route, 
or  resided  on  or  near  to  any  part  of  that  ex- 
tended line.  It  is  true  that  my  coUeague  on 
the  committee  (Mi.  Cbaio)  reiH«8enta  s  dutrict 
in  Virnnia  which  ia  intersected  bj  the  road, 
but  it  18  due  to  that  gentleman  to  e^,  that  hia 
detenniuatioD  to  support  the  bill  has  been 
made  since  it  came  from  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  was  reported  without  his  suppOTt. 
No  other  member  of  the  committee  resioM  on 
or  near  to  tius  road,  or  the  branch  contem- 
plated from  ZanesviUe  to  Florence ;  hence,  if  a 
combination  of  interested  persons  produced  the 
location  in  the  bill,  I  must  have  combined  with 
myself,  and  with  no  one  else. 

To  relieve  the  present  committee  from  impu- 
tation, I  can  inform  my  friend  from  North  Car- 
olina, tlmt  this  bill  was  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Internal  Improvements  d  the  last 
Congress,  as  it  now  is,  upon  the  weetem  ronta. 
Will  he  look  to  the  organization  of  that  com- 
mittee, and  inform  me  who  were  the  parties  in 
interest  then,  and  why  and  wherefore  was  it 
that  that  committee  selected  the  western  routef 
If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  (Mr.  Bctuan)  is  now  the  only  member 
of  that  committee  who  voted  for  the  road,  who 
was  of  that  committee  last  Congress.  This  biU 
had  been  reported  by  our  pradeoesaors,  (not 
ouQ  of  whom  resided  on  that  route,)  giving 
preference  to  the  western  route ;  and  my  friend 
from  North  Carolina  will  believe  me  when  I  say 
that  their  having  given  preference  to  the  route 
on  which  I  red&d,  was  not  likely  to  call  fbrth 
any  objection  from  me.  N(^  em  I  at  liberty 
to  suppose  that  the  location  of  the  road  upon 
the  route  on  which  my  friend  reddea,  would 
have  been  calculated  to  give  offence  to  lum, 
were  I  to  judge  from  the  portinaci^  vnth 
which  he  chugs  to  his  amendment  for  chang- 
ing the  route  to  his  own  district,  I  have  fdt 
it  due  to  the  committee  and  myself,  as  well  as 
to  that  substantial  friendship  whidi  has  sub- 
sisted between  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina and  myself^  to  make  this  statement  and 
correction,  believing  that  if  I  were  to  snifer  my- 
self to  lie  under  the  impotaticai  to  vhioh  us 
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Temarks  would  snbject  me,  I  wonld  be  in  dan- 
ger of  f(»feituig  that  good  opinion  which  I  am 
oonrinced  he  now  entertiuna  of  me. 

tfr.  Qabsos  shortly  r^oined,  nrging  the  ad< 
Tantages  of  taking  the  direct  route,  which  it 
would  be  a  truism  to  say  was  the  nearest  roate. 
It  would  shorten  the  distance  by  fifty  miles. 
The  Vast,  he  observed,  in  the  ooorse  of  his  ar- 
gnmeat,  the  West  had  reo^ved  its  fall  share, 
la  the  way  ai  u>pr(H)riatioii  for  their  benefit, 
by  the  grants  of  pnblio  lands,  for  the  pnrpose 
of  improvement  within  the  States,  in  mat  sec- 
tion of  the  amendment.  To  show  the  inflnence 
wlucli  hod  been  brought  to  bear  upon  this 
matter,  he  might  perhaps  mention  that  it  had 
been  said  by  one  (» the  members -of  the  Penn- 
sylraoia  del^ation,  that  if  Mr.  Cabson  did 
not  Tote  for  the  bill,  he  (the  person  speaking) 
should  not  give  his  sanction  to  a  biU^  for  the 
psaeiiig  of  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  was  anxious.  He 
also  instanced  a  case  in  which  a  member  from 
West  Tennessee  had  used  langoage  of  a  similar 
iraport. 

Kr.  A.  H.  BaBPFBSD  fhoudit  the  order  In 
which  liiB  amendment  shomd  be  proposed 
shooM  be  the  same  as  had  been  followed  m  the 
ccnnmittee.  He  therefore  moved  to  stHke  out 
-tiie  word  'Vestern,"  in  the  fourteenth  line  of 
the  bill,  (respecting  the  location  of  the  line  of 
road,)  and  insert  "  middle  "  route. 

Ht.  Vikton  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject of  himself  and  his  coDstitnents  being  en- 
tirely oninterested  as  to  what  course  it  might 
he  ^dded  by  the  House  that  the  road  shoold 
be  ran.  He  lived  apon  the  banks  of  the  Ohio, 
the  great  channel  of  intercourse  between  the 
East  and  the  West,  a  circnmatanoe  which  he 
ftlt  it  dae  to  himself  and  those  whom  he  rep- 
rescoited,  to  mention,  with  a  view  oi  showing 
that  the  vote  he  shoiild  gjve  upon  the  question 
conld  not  possibly  resnlt  from  any  prospect,  on 
his  or  their  part,  of  reaping  any  advantages 
from  the  proposed  road. 

Mr,  Rajcsxt  explained  in  reply  to  Mr,  Oab- 
9as.  The  observations  alladed  to  by  his  friend 
from  Korth  Carolina  were  merely  jocular; 
tiiey  occurred  in  the  coarse  of  a  passing  con- 
versation between  himself  and  a  genUeman 
from  Tennessee.  He  was  exceedingly  sorry 
that  his  estimable  friend  from  North  Carolina 
coold,  by  any  posribility,  constroe  them  other- 
wise. 

Jfr.  Oabbov  sdd  thi^  ibejr  h^d  not  been 
menlioaed  to  him  as  radu  He  was  happy, 
however,  to  find  that  it  was  so,  as,  indeed,  had 
Jost  bem  rtatad  to  him  tiie  gmtleman  from 
Tennessee. 

Mr.  Diwm  moved  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clatue  of  .the  bill. 

Mr.  Stobbs,  of  Hew  Toric,  moved  Qie  pre- 
vions  qaestion. 

Mr.  Lktoukr,  after  a  few  observations,  stated 
that  his  district  did  not  approximate  to  the  line 
which  it  was  pn^Hwed  to  trace  for  the  road  in 
contemplation. 

Mr.  Boom  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from 
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New  York  (Mr.  Stobbs)  would  withdraw  his 
motion  for  a  moment, 

Mr.  Stobbb  declining  to  do  so,  the  call  for 
the  previous  question  was  sustained  hy  a  vote 
of  yeas  117,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Babbodb  asked  .for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  mun  question;  bat  the  motion 
was  not  adopted. 

The  main  question,  which  was  upon  the  en- 
grossment of  the  bill  ibr  a  third  readinj^  was 
then  ordered  to  be  pnt 

Mr.  BABmroEB,  Mr.  Isaoes,  and  Mr.  Dwight 
simnltaneonsly  rose  to  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  this  qaestion.   They  wero  ordered. 

Mr.  P.  P,  Babbodb  su^ested  that  thero  were 
several  members  probabty  absent;  and  as  he 
wished  the  question  to  be  fully  and  fsurly  de- 
cided, he  moved  a  call  of  the  House ;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  roll  was  called,  when  it  appeared  that 
nine  or  ten  members  were  absent,  most  of 
whom,  it  appetuwd  from  explanations  ^ven, 
wen  detainea  at  their  lodguiga  by  indisposi- 
tion. 

The  main  qoesdon  bemg  put,  was  dauded  in 
tiie  negative  by  ibe  following  vote : 

Tkas. — Measra.  fToyes  Barber,  Bsytor,  John  Mur, 
Boon,  Brown,  Burgee,  Butman,  Cahoon,  Clark,  Cole- 
man, Gondict,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Robert  Craig,  Crane, 
Crawford,  Greighton,  Crockett,  Crowninsbield,  Jolm 
DftTia,  Beany,  Doddridge,  DuDcan,  Edward  Everett, 
H.  Everett,  Finoh,  Ford,  Forward,  Green,  Grennell, 
Hawkins,  HempbiU,  Hodgea,  Howard,  Hughes,  Hunt, 
HunUngton,  Ihrie,  laeenoU,  Thcmas  £win,  Wm. 
W.  Irvm,  backs,  Jenidn^  R.  M.  Johnson,  Kendall, 
Eincoid,  Adam  King,  Leipor,  Letcher,  L;oti,  MoKoe, 
Mallarjr,  Martindale,  Thomas  Maxwell,  Lewis  llax- 
weil,  HcCreery,  Uercer,  Miller,  Hitcbell,  Norton, 
Pearce,  Plerson,  Ramsey,  Randolph,  Reed,  Richard- 
son, Rose,  Russel,  Scott,  Semmes,  Shields.  Sprigg, 
Stanberry,  Htandifer,  Stephens,  Strong,  Sutherland, 
Swann,  Test,  John  Thomson,  IVacy,  '^nce,  Vinton, 
Wa^ington,  Edward  D.  White,  Whittlesey,  Wilson, 
Young— 88. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Ander- 
son, Angel,  Archer,  Arnold,  Bailejr,  John  S.  Barbour, 
Philip  P.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Bwrrioger,  Beekman, 
Bell,  James  BUr,  Bockee,  Borst,  Bouldln,  Brod- 
head,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carson, 
Chandler,  CMlda,  Claiborne,  Clar,  Coke,  Conner, 
Cowlea,  Hector  C«ug,  Crocheron,  Daniel,  Davenport, 
Warren  R.  Davis,  Debeny,  Desha,  De  Witt,  Dray- 
ton, Dudley,  Dwight,  Earll,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans, 
^odlay,  Foster,  Fry,  Gaither,  Gordon,  Gorham, 
Hall,  Halsey,  Hamniona,  Harvey,  HayocB,  Hinds, 
Hubbard,  Johns,  Cave  Johnson,  Perkins,  King, 
Lamar,  Lea,  Leeompte,  Lent,  Loy^dl,  Lewis,  Lump' 
Un,  Kardn,  UoGoy,  HcDuffle,  Hclntire,  Honell, 
Muhlenberg,  yuckoUs,  Overton,  Pettis.  Polk,  Potter, 
Bencher,  Roane,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd;  a 
A.  Smith,  Speight,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Richanl  Spen- 
cer, Sterigere,  Henry  B.  Btorrs,  William  L.  Storrs, 
Swift,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Wiley  Thompson,  Tree- 
vast,  Tucker,  Yamum,  YerpUnck,  Wayne,  Weeks, 
Camp.  P.  White,  Wickliffe,  Wilde,  WilUams,  Win- 
gate,  Tancey — 106, 

So  the  HoQse  decided  against  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  bill,  and  it  was,  of  oonrse,  r^eoted. 
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Mr.  P.  P.  BiLBBOUB,  thinking  (he  said)  that 
the  House  had  done  enough  for  0opy  for  one 
day,  moved  that  it  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  IsAOEB  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  question,  which,  being  taken,  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

For  ai^'ouming,  -  •  -  78 
Against  it,         -      -      -  111 

After,  on  motiai  of  ICr.  Vaxob, 
The  House  a^onmed. 


Thcbsdat,  April  16. 
J^Vavdli  cn  ike  eolleetim  <tf  the  Impcet*^  di. 

On  motion  of  Kr.  Mallaby,  the  several  bills 
which  by  ^>ecial  order  came  up  for  considera- 
tion to-daj,  were  poatnoned ;  and 

The  House  went  into  Oommittee  <^  the 
Vhole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Mabtim 
b^ng  called  to  the  chair,  and  took  up  the  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Mannfactores, 
"  m  iteration  of  the  several  acts  laying  dnties 
on  imports,"  (the  more  effectually  to  enforce 
the  oollection  of  the  duties.) 

Mr.  Mallabt,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures,  who  reported  the  bill,  rose  to 
address  the  committee  in  explanation  and  sup- 
port of  the  bill 

I  will  now,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  with  the  permission 
of  the  committee,  endeavor  to  assign  as  briefly 
as  I  can  those  views  which  have  been  enter- 
tuned  by  the  oommittee  who  reported  the 
present  bill.  I  am  aware  that  the  subject  has 
an  important  relation  to  the  policy  oi  the  coun- 
try, bat,  as  to  the  present  bill,  it  does  not  In- 
volve any  of  the  pnnciplcs  or  questions  which 
grow  out  of  what  has  been  denominated  the 
tariff  jwlicy.  Its  one  object  and  only  purpose 
is  to  provide  a  remedy  gainst  an  abase  of  the 
laws  of  the  country.  X  shall  not  disguise  the 
fact,  tiiat  the  principal  object  of  the  bill  is  in- 
tended to  entbrce  the  tariff  law  of  1828 ;  but 
there  is  no  need,  in  discussing  it,  to  enter  into 
the  policy  of  that  law.  It  has  passed.  It  has 
become  a  law  of  the  land.  It  has  received  the 
sanction  of  this  Government ;  and  the  question 
now  is^  shall  it  be  carried  hito  execution,  or 
ahall  a  Iaw,  tiaa  solemnly  and  deliberately 
Banetioaed,  be  Buffered  to  be  every  day  violated 
with  impunity,  wh«i  the  Government  which 
passed  it  is  aware  of  the  violation  f  This  ques- 
tion each  gentieman  must  settle  in  his  own 
bosom.  Because  he  happens  to  be  opposed  in 
sentiment  to  the  policy  ot  that  act,  ought  he,  as 
a  good  citizen,  as  a  member  of  Congress,  in- 
tnuted  by  the  people  with  the  solemn  daties  of 
l^slation,  to  withhold  his  aid  toward  carrying 
the  laws  of  the  country  into  execution  f  I  pre- 
sent this  simple  inquiry  to  every  candid  mind. 
Hie  tariff  of  '28  was  enacted  for  the  protection 
of  Qie  domestic  industry  of  the  Union.  Have 
not  those  tor  whose  benefit  it  was  passed,  a 
right  to  e<nne  to  tbis  Honse^  and  a^  and  de- 
mud  <^  US  that  the  ^tJi  ot  the  Ctovcamnait 
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shall  not  be  violated,  nor  its  benefits  lost,  for 
want  of  oar  vigilance  and  carel  Is  it  not  de- 
rogatory to  the  honor  of  this  Government,  that 
it  shoald  pass  an  important  law  on  which  the 
people  have  relied,  as  it  was  their  dnty  to  rely, 
and  then  the  law  shoald  be  fla^rant^  violated, 
and  that  the  people,  disappointed  and  deeeived, 
shall  ask  in  viun  that  we  will  enfbree  our  laws. 
I  need  not  say  that  the  Mth  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that  its  digidty  and  honor,  all  f^bid 
such  a  dlsgraoefol  state  of  things.  Would  not 
the  world  declare  it  degrading  for  legislates  to 
reply  to  snch  a  demand,  that  all  that  they  have 
solemnly  done  means  nothing ;  that  when  tbey 
passed  tiie  law,  they  knew  and  intended  that  it 
should  prove  a  delusion,  tbat  it  should  carry 
the  appearance  of  doing  something  for  the  do- 
mestic industry  of  the  conntry,  while  the  real 
purpose  of  those  who  passed  it  was  to  confer 
no  benefit,  but  to  practise  a  detndon  on  onr 
fellow-utizenst  ffir,  there  is  no  man  on  the 
floor  of  this  Hoose  would  dare  nttor  saeh  lan- 
guage to  the  people  of  this  Union.  Tbey 
wo^d  teach  bun  a  lesson  that  he  would  not 
readily  forget.  But  we  have  not  yet  arrived 
at  such  a  crisis,  and  I  trust  we  never  siiall.  I 
have  said  tbat  the  tariff  taw  is  gromHy  violated ; 
and  the  interposition  of  this  House  is  called  for, 
to  put  a  stop  to  its  violation.  I  acknowledge 
tbat  it  is  incumbent  on  those  who  make  this 
assertion,  to  show  that  it  is  trae.  It  is  for 
them  to  prove  before  this  House  that  its  laws 
are  evaded  and  violated,  and  that  the  evasion 
and  violation  can  be  prevented.  I  i>laoe  the 
cause  of  this  bill  on  that  ground ;  and  if  I  can- 
not make  oat  sndi  a  ease  as  will  prove  that 
this  bill,  something  like  this  bill,  is  called 
for  by  tjhe  state  of  the  country,  let  it  be  nject- 
ed.  On  that  issue,  I  am  content  that  the  qnes- 
tion  shall  rest.  Bat  if  I  can  and  shall  bdow 
that  the  law  is  violated,  violated  grossly,  op«i- 
ly,  and  in  the  most  shameful  manner,  then  I 
:  appeal  to  gentiemen  to  say  whether  they  can 
reconcile  to  their  sense  of  duty,  rendered  doubly 
sacred  by  the  high  station  they  here  occupy, 
to  vote  agunst  a  measnre  whose  only  object  is 
to  prevent  the  most  alarming  evils. 

I  have  alleged  that  one  or  the  most  impor- 
tant laws  of  the  country  is  violated.  To 

Srove  tills,  it  may  be  proper  to  dxov  that  both 
ispo^tion  and  int«^  exist  to  do  so,  to  show 
who  they  may  be  who  have  that  interest  and 
dispotition.  On  this  point  I  will  make  a  few 
brief  observations.  They  allude,  chiefly,  to 
other  nations.  In  this,  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  examine  minutely  their  domestic  policy,  bat 
sh^  refer  to  views  and  feelings  which  exist 
among  them  in  relation  to  the  domestic  policy 
of  this  country.  If  we  look  to  France,  we  find 
her  pursuing  her  own  way — executing  her  own 
policy,  ondisturbed.  She  has  taken  a  firm 
stand  for  herself  and  remains  unmoved  by  the 
flattery  or  menaces  of  any  other  nation.  Her 
Govenunoit  and  people  idlow  otiien  to  do  the 
same.  This  may  be  also  said  Holland,  ot 
FnusiaiofBiMBia.  These  nations  vndertake  to 
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jvdge  for  thMusdves  of  tho  best  meaos  to  pro- 
iwMa  tbeir  own  mtereets.  Tbej  ore  wiuing 
thM  all  others  ahould  eiijoj  tLe  same  privU^. 
TbBj  are  BOt  ei^^iged  in  harassing  all  the  world 
with  their  doctrines  of  political  eooaomy .  Bat 
flU  this  be  said  of  England? 

All  know  the  oonrse  that  nation  has  pursued 
towards  thU  coontrj,  and  all  other  ooontries, 
for  the  last  twent/  years,  when  the  encourage- 
meait  of  domestic  manofaotoreB  was  discovra^. 
When  the  United  States  were  her  colonies,  they 
fiimisbed  her  with  one  of  the  beet  markets  in 
the  world  for  her  variooB  manafactores  j  after 
the  war  of  the  rercdation,  oar  markets  were 
■gHn  thrown  wen  to  her  trade.  This  oontin- 
wd  nntil  our  late  rostrictiom  on  oommeroe, 
■nd  war  dosed  our  markets  agaiuat  her.  In 
the  mean  time^  most  of  the  ^reat  nations  of 
Tmope  became  detwrnined  to  rely  on  their 
own  resoBTcea,  and  sealed  their  markets  agunst 
English  maDnfactoree.  Whw  oar  late  war  had 
tuminatod,  the  market  of  the  United  States 
became  doubly  interesting  to  [England.  Her 
people  poured  into  this  country  their  immense 
BQjplos  of  roanufactored  goods,  which  ooald 
tnd  no  other  market  in  the  world.  She  dis- 
oomed  that  our  pe(^le  and  the  Government 
showed  strong  determination  to  give  aid  and 
eooonr^ement  to  oar  domestio  industry. 

She  was  alarmed,  and  we  wotg  soon  over- 
whelmed with  her  doctrines  of  five  trade.  Onr 
pfdiey  is  represented  by  Englishmen  aa  absurd, 
old-bshioQdd,  and  that  it  would  be  monstrous 
to&j  to  continue  it  It  is  denonnced  in  every 
comer  of  Englaod,  and  its  violation  and  evasion 
mptsnij  recommended  in  every  town  and  city  in 
the  kingdfxn.  It  seems  as  if  all  classes  of  her 
people  oomidered  they  were  doing  God's  ser- 
vice to  render  ineffectual  the  protecting  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  proabrate  all  onr  mann- 
fhctuing  establishments.  Under  saoh  cironm- 
staDcsL  inflnenoed  by  the  most  powerAil  oon- 
ridsratuHia  of  her  ndgfatr  interests,  we  can  well 
eon^heod  the  exerticns  her  people  wonid 
oaks  to  aoccnapUsh  the  niin  of  the  rival  indas- 
tiy  of  tlus  nation. 

I  shall  now  (aud  Mr.  M.)  proceed  to  ezam- 
iae  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  existing  rev- 
mie  laws  under  which  the  ^eged  fnmds  are 
perpetrated.   They  have  been  found,  in  prao- 
lioa,  to  be  wholly  ineffectoaL   By  the  fifteenth 
seetiai  of  tJie  act  of  1823,  "  the  collectors  of 
the  rerenae  shall  cause  at  least  one  package  out 
of  every  invoice,  and  one  package  nt  least  oat 
of  every  twraity  packages  of  each  invoice  of 
goods,  dM»  whidi  package  or  packages  he  ^all 
have  first  deMgnated  «i  the  invwoe  to  be  open- 
ed and  examined ;  and  if  the  same  be  foond 
not  to  oorre^<nd  with  the  invoice  thereof^  &c., 
a  ftn  ioqwotion  of  all  sui^  goods,  &o.,  as  may 
be  indoded  in  the  same  entry,  shall  be  made ; 
and  in  case  such  goods,  &c.,  be  subject  to  ad 
vakirran  doty,  the  same  shall  be  appraised,  and 
sal^ected  to  Uie  penalties  provided  in  the  thir- 
teenth seettoD,  in  the  case  of  SDq>eoted  or  fran- 
^deot  invi^oeB^"  ^    I  am  seodUe^  dr,  that 
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ttiis  is  a  dry  snl^eaL  and  somewhat  diffioalt  to 
be  understood  uy  those  who  have  not  devoted 
to  it  their  particalar  attention.  I  will  endeavor 
to  make  myself  understood  as  well  as  the  oc- 
casion will  permit.  The  collector  designates 
one  package  of  goods  out  of  every  invoice  at 
least,  and  at  least  one  package  out  of  every 
twenty  packages  of  each  invoice.  These  se- 
lected packages  are  sent  to  the  office  of  the  ap- 
pnusers,  for  them  to  examine  and  appraise, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  sixteenth 
section  of  the  act  of  1823.  The  collector,  also, 
if  fraud  was  snspeeted,  might  send  all  the  goods 
to  the  appraisOTB  contained  in  the  aune  entry. 

The  appraisers  are  bound  by  law  "  diligently 
and  &iuuhUy  to  examine  and  inspect  such 
goods,  as  the  collector  may  direct,  and 
truly  to  report)  to  their  best  knowledge  and 
belief,  the  true  value  thereof,"  &c.  On  tbeir 
report  the  duties  are  computed. 

By  the  thirteenth  section,  the  penalty  is  pre* 
scribed  in  case  goods  are  invoiced  below  tneir 
true  value.  It  provides  that  *'  If  the  value  at 
which  the  same  shall  be  so  apprmsed,  shall  ex- 
ceed, by  twenty-five  per  centum,  the  invoice 
value  tiiereof,  then,  in  addition  to  the  ten  or 
twenty  per  oentnm,  as  the  case  may  be,  laid 
npon  correct  and  regalar  invoices,  according  to 
law,  there  shall  be  added  fifty  per  centam  on 
the  upraised  valae,"  &o.  By  the  tariff  of 
18S8,  tne  difibroioe  between  the  invoice  price 
and  appr^wd  value,  in  order  to  inoor  the  pen* 
alty,  was  ten  per  cent.  Bat  this  seems  to  have 
been  as  inoperative  as  the  difference  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent  in  the  act  of  1828. 

It  will  be  observed,  and  to  this  I  would  call 
the  most  steady  attention  of  the  committee, 
that  on  those  goods  which  have  not  been  ap- 
prtused,  no  penalty  is  incorred,  if  the  entry 
were  ever  so  fraadnlent,  were  the  law  ever  so 
fii^anUy  violated.  The  committee  «re  most 
respectfolly  requested  to  bear  this  in  mind,  as, 
by  the  praotice  at  the  most  important  custom- 
house m  Ihe  United  States,  it  will  be  shown 
that  the  penalty  can  never  reach  an^  goods  ex- 
cept the  package  sent  to  the  appraisers'  office. 
Here  arises  one  of  the  great  causes  of  com- 
plaint It  would  be  inferred  from  the  law  it- 
self, that  the  collector  retained  the  custody  of 
all  the  goods  contained  in  the  entry  nntil  the 
(q)prai8ement  was  made.  But  this  proves  to 
be  a  mistake.  Neither  the  collector  nor  any 
officer  has  the  control  of  any  except  the  pack- 
age which  has  been  sent  to  the  appraisers.  The 
penalty  reaches  these,  and  these  alone.  This 
will  be  more  folly  expluned  before  I  close  my 
remarks. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  explain  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  custom-house  in  Hew  York.  The 
information  I  possess  is  derived  from  the  high' 
est  source  of  respectability,  and  on  which  I  ^el 
confident  the  nillest  reliance  may  be  placed. 
Indeed,  it  may  be  substantially  obtained  from 
numerous  American  merchants  engaged  in  our 
European  trade.  That  our  laws  are  evaded, 
and  the  manner  by  which  it  is  done^  are  veil 
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understood  by  a  vast  proportion  of  the  bnrfness 
men  of  New  York,  It  is  a  common  remark — 
it  is  in  the  moath  of  almost  eTeij  one  in  that 
ta.tr.  Bat  being  in  possession  m  ftall,  ample, 
and  accurate  infOTmation,  I  will  present  such  as 
the  time  and  occasion  may  require  for  a  full 
understanding  of  the  subject.  It  will  not  be 
required  of  me  to  give  a  histcny  of  a  vessel 
from  a  foreign  port,  from  the  time  she  is  first 
boarded  by  an  officer  of  the  customs,  ontil  the 

foods  imported  in  her  are  sent  into  the  market, 
will  give  all  that  is  necessary  to  a  full  under- 
standing of  the  subject.  After  the  bond  is 
^ven  in  an  estimated  amount  of  duties,  an 
order  is  made  to  send  the  designe4«d  packages 
to  the  appraiser's  office,  which  is  done ;  a  per- 
mit is  then  granted  for  all  the  goods  not  order- 
ed for  appraiaonent.  Before  ue  apprmsement 
is  made,  and  before  any  f^nd  can,  conseqaenUy, 
be  detected,  if  any  exists,  I  am  well  informed, 
that  most  or  all  of  the  goods  eontuned  la  the 
entry  and  invoice,  except  those  in  the  public 
store,  are  sold,  and  distribnted  in  the  shops 
throug^oat  the  city,  or  sent  in  Tarioos  direc- 
tions oat  of  the  city,  and,  of  course,  out  of  the 
control  of  the  collector.  It  should  also  be  ob- 
served that  a  large  amount  of  goods  is  imported 
into  New  York  on  account  of  houses  in  Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore,  Boston,  Albany,  &c.,  and 
these  are  frequenuy  taken  directly  from  the 
TOBsel  in  whicn  they  were  imported,  in  vessels 
destined  for  those  respective  plaees.  So  far 
have  delays  taken  plaoe  in  presenting  invoices 
to  the  appruseis  to  have  sample  packages  ex- 
amined, that  instances  have  occurred  of  their 
being  lefl  for  eight  or  nine  months  in  the  pub< 
lie  store  before  the  appraisers  were  called  upon 
to  make  the  examination.  It  is  also  to  be  ob- 
served that  the  appraisers  make  no  examinar 
tion  until  the  invoice  is  presented  to  them,  and 
that  the  final  adjustment  of  dnties  cannot  be 
made  until  they  report  to  the  oolleotor  the  re- 
sult of  soch  examination. 

To  illustrate  this  snt^ect  still  fortber,  I  will 
present  still  furthv  evidence,  which  I  will  read 
from  the  paper  before  me.  It  is  derived  from 
a  source  on  which,  I  assure  the  committee,  the 
fullest  reliance  may  be  placed.  It  is  contsoned 
in  answers  to  questioos  proposed,  in  order  to 
obtain  fall  and  precise  information :  "  If,  on 
examining  the  sample  packages,  the  goods  be 
found  invoiced  below  their  value,  can  the  col- 
lector order  the  other  eighteen  packages  to  be 
sent  to  the  public  store,  they  having  been 
bonded  under  the  permit?"  This  requires  a 
word  of  explanation.  The  present  collectors, 
for  a  time,  sent  two  packages  out  of  twenty  to 
the  appraisers  for  examination.  He  was  deter- 
mined to  execnto  the  law.  He  had  reason  to 
believe  that  frauds  were  pOTpetred^d,  and  he 
wished  to  use  all  rwuonable  means  to  prevent 
them.  He  therefore  eent  two  packages  out  of 
twenty,  instead  of  one,  as  had  been  the  practice 
before.  But  from  the  clamor  of  the  importers, 
and  nndOT  the  advice  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury}  he  had  to  retam  to  the  old  practice. 
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n&p.  Oambbbibno  here  intwiKMed,  and  in- 
quired on  what  anthority  the  emenoe  alloded 
to  by  Ur.  Kaixabt  rested.] 

Mr.  Hallabt  replied  that  the  anthority  wta 
of  the  most  unquestionable  respectability. 

Mr.  Dbatton  made  a  qneation  of  order.  The 
gentiemaa  fnmi  Vermont  was  about  to  read  a 
oooomMit  to  the  House,  of  the  most  important 
character.  When  the  anthority  is  demanded 
ou  which  it  rests,  the  gentleman  pledges  him- 
self that  it  is  good  and  respectable.  I  do  not 
doubt  that  such  is  his  opinion^  but  I  have  a 
right  to  doubt  the  act ;  and  I  mquire  of  th« 
Chair  whether  any  member  of  this  committee 
has  not  a  right  to  demand  on  what  anthority  a 

Eaper  rests,  which  Is  used  for  the  pBrpose  of 
aving  an  influence  on  the  action  of  thia  eom.- 
nuttee! 

The  OHAtncAiT  decided  that  a  member,  wMIe 
addres^g  the  committee,  mi^t  read  in  his 
place  any  p^>er  contsining  respectful  langnage^ 
and  could  not  be  reqaired  to  ^ve  up  the  au- 
thority on  which  it  was  founded.  It  was  for 
the  committee  to  judge  of  the  valae  of  what  ia 
disclosed. 

Well,  (si^d  Mr.  M.,)  if  the  coast  is  dear,  I 
will  proceed.  I  stated  that  the  antbori^  on 
which  the  evidence  is  founded,  gentlemen  m^ht 
be  assured,  was  of  the  highest  diaraoter.  ^e 
subject  was  one  to  which  I  have  pud  the  strict- 
est attention,  and,  for  the  present,  xepFeaentft- 
titms,  it  is  presomed,  may  be  sufficient.  Now, 
sir,  the  answer  to  the  question  to  wUoh  I  re- 
ferred some  time  ago,  wiD  be  ^ven : 

Answer.  They  cannot;  for  the  goods  are 
not  under  his  control^  and  no  provision  has 
been  made  by  law  for  hmo,  in  such  cases  ti>  enter 
the  warehouse  of  the  merchant,  and  take  sway 
the  goods  to  be  apprised. 

Q.  May  not  the  eighteen  packages,  as  soon  as 
they  are  landed,  be  sent  by  the  consignee  to  auc- 
tion, and  sold? 

A.  They  not  only  may  be,  but  flreqaently 
are,  put  on  board  of  packets  or  steamboate 
direct  from  the  ship,  and  forwarded  to  the 
parohaser,  owner,  or  ultimate  ccmngnee. 

Q.  What  remedy  has  the  Govenunent  other 
than  by  .  adding  the  penalty  of  fifty  per  oentw, 
and  that,  too,  though  the  goods  are  invidoed  st 
one-fourth  of  their  value  ? 

A.  The  Government  has  no  remedy — ^not 
even  that  which  you  seem  to  suppose  it  to  have ; 
for  the  fifty  per  cent,  cannot  be  added  until  the 
goods  are  exiunined,  apprised,  and  declared  to 
have  been  invoiced  below  their  true  valae. 

This  answer  has  r^erence  to  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress to  which  I  referred  in  the  fonner  part  of 
my  remarks. 

Q.  Does  not  each  package  of  woollens  nsa- 
ally  contain  goods  of  different  qualities  and 
vuae,  often  vaiying  in  the  invmoe  price  frran 
fifty  cents  to  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  or 
more,  in  the  square  yard  ? 

A.  They  do.  Of  late,  whole  packages  are 
frequently  invoiced,  all  at  one  price  per  yard. 

On  this,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  he  wonld  give  a  Inief 
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explanation  88  to  the  effects.  By  including  in 
the  same  invoice  different  qaalities  of  cloths, 
and  then  making  an  average  of  the  price,  the 
whole  package  is  brought,  for  instance,  under 
the  dduv  minimmn,  km  charged  with  dnty  as 
hsTing  ooat  a  dolur  the  square  yard.  The 
effecttt obvioas.  By  plaoing  in  a  package  a 
few  jneoes-^ve  or  ^  costiBg  not  more  thui 
fifty-five  or  rizty  cents  the  square  yard,  the 
same  package  may  be  completed  with  g^>ods 
which  cost  above  one  dollar  the  square  yard, 
sod  legally  chargeable  with  duty  as  having  cost 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  whereas  the  whole 
package  is  charged  with  duty  as  having  cost 
one  doUar  the  square  yard.  The  resnlt  is,  that 
goods  costing  fifty-five  or  sixty  cents,  and  legal- 
ij  diaigeable  witii  duty  as  having  cost  a  dollar, 
are  employed  to  bring  down  under  the  dollar 
goods  that  shonld  be  charged  asi 
having  eoet  two  dollars  and  fifty  oents.  The 
enrioa  b  so  phUn,  that  flnther  ocHnment  la 
totdly  nnneceasary. 

Q.  What  evidenoe  does  ^e  sample  package 
sfford  of  the  ^uaUty  and  aotoal  value  of  the 
other  packages  molnded  in  the  invoice! 

A.  None  at  all ;  nor  does  it  afford  any  evi- 
dence  of  the  quantity  beyond  this — that  if  a 
man  is  found  honest  in  one  transaction,  it  is  a 
&ir  presumption  of  his  integrity  in  others. 

Q.  Is  there  good  ground  to  believe  that 
invoices  are  m^e  out  in  fraud  of  law,  by 
some  agent  of  Uie  owner  in  l^ew  York,  with- 
out the  diieotioa  or  knowledge  of  the  owner 
hinuelfl 

A.  Ho  doabt  but  that  fraodulrat  invoices 
are  made  out  in  New  York ;  they  have  been 
detected  by  the  appearance  of  the  writing, 
puwr,  &c  Latterly  it  has  become  more  diffl- 
eott  to  detect  tiiose  cases  from  the  appearance 
of  the  invoice,  as  the  paper  is  sent  out  with  the 
eaotioa  eidier  engraved  or  written  in  Europe. 

The  committee  (said  Mr.  M.)  can  at  once  see 
the  operation  of  the  existing  laws,  which  I 
have  presented,  both  on  revenue  and  mannfao- 
toresu   One  package  in  twenty  sent  to  the 
office  of  the  apprusers,  the  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment have  no  control  over  the  remainder, 
bat  they  are  aeattered  to  the  four  winds.  They 
an  beyond  the  reach  of  Government.  The 
iatj  is  therefore  paid  on  the  nineteen  packages, 
•eowding  to  the  mvoice  price,  let  the  entry  be 
ever  so  fraadulent.   If  the  appraisers  should 
find  that  the  sample  package  was  invoiced  at 
fifty  per  cent,  below  actual  cost,  that  nn^e 
padtage  alone  can  be  made  snbject  to  the 
penalty.   It  is  clear  that  this  might  be  wholly 
sacrificed,  Bjxi  the  importer  would  still  gain  a 
profit.  But,  as  I  stuul  explain  hereafter,  that 
single  package  is  in  no  danger,  according  to 
the  practice  of  the  appraisers.   It  has  seldom 
or  never  happened  that  they  have  made  an 
^pndsement  by  which  any  penalty  has  been 
hicurred.   Sadi,  nr,  are  the  fiusUities  which 
exist  under  our  lawik  for  tbe  coihmisnon  of 
fraud  and  evasion.   The  dow  is  as  wide  open 
ai  the  warmest  advooatea  of  free  trade  coald 
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desire.  It  would  be  marvellous  if  they  did  not 
occasionally  pass  through  it. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  show  that  the  facilities 
have  been  pointed  out,  have  been  well  im- 

Cved,  and  describe  the  means  which  have 
n  employed.  It  oaanot  be  expected  that  a 
full  development  of  all  the  evasions  caXi  be 
made.  Those  concerned  are  not  among  the 
most  ready  to  make  disclosures.  But  I  am  in 
possession  of  some  facts  which  most  clearly 
show  that  fraud  and  evasion  do  exist,  and  how 
they  are  managed.  The  ship  Silas  Kichards 
entered  New  York  last  spring.  It  was  be- 
lieved that  many  of  the  goods  imported  in 
that  vessel,  as  in  all  others,  would  be  found 
invoiced  with  a  view  to  evade  the  legal  duties. 
A  rigid  examination  was  desired  and  allowed, 
and  suspicions  were  Ailly  realized.  I  have 
before  me  a  letter  addressed  to  the  collector  of 
Kew  York,  si^ed  by  several  <tf  the  most 
respectable  merchants  of  that  city,  which  will 
explun  the  result  of  that  examination.  The 
names  will  be  given  to  any  member  of  the 
committee  who  may  desire  to  see  them.  I  will 
read  what  may  be  material 

"  New  York,  9th  July,  1829. 
DzAS  sib:  We  were  invited  a  few  days  aUioe  to 
examine,  at  the  pabUc  store,  a  quantity  of  broad- 
cloths, just  imported  in  the  ship  Sihs  lUchards,  and 
wliich,  we  were  informed,  were  invoiced  at  less 
than  one  dollar  per  square  yard.  After  a  careful 
examination  of  Beveral  bales  of  said  goods,  we  are 
deudedly  of  the  opinioa,  that,  although  a  few  pieces 
in  each  bale  might  possibly,  under  the  present  ex- 
treme deprea^n  of  trade,  have  been  bought  m  Eng- 
land at  a  doUar  per  square  yard,  yet  that  the  prin- 
dpsl  part  of  them  could  not  hare  cost  less  than  one 
doUar  twenty-five,  to  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per 
square  yard.  We  have  been  Informed  that  these 
goods  have  been  admitted  to  an  eatry  with  an  ad- 
diUon  of  but  nine  per  cent,  to  the  invoice,  and  that 
thia  addition  will  brii^  but  a  few  pieces  of  them 
over  the  minimum  of  a  dollar  per  square  yard.  We 
are  also  informed,  that,  of  the  two  appraisers  called 
in  to  say  wliat  addition,  if  any,  should  be  made  to 
the  invoice,  one  was  an  agent  of  the  Britieh  manu- 
facturers, who  is  constantly  receiving  and  selling 
large  quantities  of  cloth  at  auction,  the  other  an* 
auctioneer,  both  of  whom  have  a  strong  interest  in 
passing  goods  at  the  custom-4>ouse  at  less  than  their 
value.  Now,  or,  as  we  are  constantly  in  the  buu- 
neas,  and  have  been  for  years  past,  of  purchasing  in 
En^and  for  cash,  on  our  own  account,  or  of  re- 
ceiving goods  to  sell  on  accoont  of  our  friends,  and 
feeling  confident,  as  we  do,  that  the  goods  referred 
to  were  invoiced  at  from  twenty  to  fifty  per  cent, 
below  their  value,  we  cannot  refnun  from  moat  re- 
spectfully inquiring  if  it  be  true  that  but  nine  per 
cent,  has  been  added  to  the  inv<^,  thereby  screen- 
ing the  owner  from  the  penalty  which  would  have 
been  incurred  had  ten  per  cent,  been  added,  and 
still  leave  the  con^gnee  to  pay  a  duty  of  but  forty 
cents  per  square  yard  on  the  principal  part  of  these 
goods.  If  it  be  so,  our  friends  and  we  must  aban- 
don the  business  of  importing  cloths,  for  we  are 
paying  a  duty  of  one  dollar  per  square  yard  on  tike 
same  quality  of  doth,  as  a  large  proportion  of  the 
goods  m  question  are,  wfaUs  the  foreigner  is  sanding 
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them  in  and  paT'°E  ^''^^7  cents  per  square  yard. 
We  deem  it  a  duty  we  oire  to  our  GoTernment,  as 
well  as  ourselves,  most  respectfully  to  protest  against 
such  a  course  of  bunness ;  a  course  which  has  driven 
many,  and  will  drive  every  honest  man,  out  of  the 
importing  busiuesa,  and  by  which  GoTenim«Dt  is 
deft«y<^^     ^  reveane. 

SuitJtL  SVABTWOVT,  EbQ., 

OMeetor,  Ae,  If  em  York." 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  give  the  committee  a 
few  instances,  oat  of  hundreds  I  possesa,  of 
evasions  of  our  laws,  and  the  manner  by  which 
they  are  accomplished.  My  authority  is  de- 
rived from  most  respectable  mercbaots  of  New 
York.  I  shall  not  use  their  names  on  this 
occasion,  in  pnblio  debate.  I  see  no  necessity, 
at  present,  to  make  the  designation;  yet  they 
win  not  be  withheld,  on  the  application  of  any 
genUemaa  of  the  committee  who  desires  to  see 
them.  I  shall  read  the  printed  Btatements 
which  have  been  placed  in  my  hands.  The 
anthenticity,  I  am  oonfident,  cannot  be  denied. 
My  authority,  as  I  have  befwe  stated,  is  ready 
to  be  disclosed. 

"  A.  dealer  of  this  dty  purchased  at  auction  a  case 
of  good^  which  were  sold  entitled  to  debenture, 
fiaving  made  previous  purchases  of  the  same  kind 
of  goods  at  private  sale,  and  being  thus  acquainted 
with  the  original  cost  at  the  place  of  manufacture, 
he  could  judge,  with  considerable  accuracy,  what 
amount  of  debenture  they  would  yield  to  him  on 
their  ^ipment  to  a  foreign  port.  After  making  the 
neoeasary  entries  at  the  custom-house,  for  the  pm^ 
pose  of  ^pment^  he  was  much  surprised  to  find  the 
amount  of  debenture  so  small ;  and,  on  a  further 
examination,  found  that  this  was  owing  to  the  very 
low  price  at  which  the  goods  had  been  entered  at 
the  custom-house.  It  appeared  strange  to  him  that 
one  foreign  importer  ^onld  be  able  to  buy  the 
same  artiue  iifuie  same  market  thirty  to  thlrty-ftve 
per  cent,  die^per  than  another,  both  having  reel- 
ed the  same  kind  of  goods  by  the  same  vessel.  To 
test  the  matter,  however,  as  to  the  actual  cost  of 
the  goods  in  question,  a  pattern  was  cut  from  sev- 
eral of  the  pieces,  specifying  the  number  and  length, 
the  vessel  by  which  they  bad  been  received,  &c.,  kc 
TttK  patterns  were  sent  to  Enrope,  to  the  plaoe 
■where  the  goods  wen  made  and  purchased,  and 
very  particiuar  directions  were  given  to  ascertain 
the  actual  cost  paid  by  the  agent  of  the  importer. 
The  information  returned  was  of  the  most  pontive 
and  unquestionable  character.  It  stated,  among 
several  partioalais  of  minor  consideration,  the  time 
when  the  goods  were  t>ought,  by  whom,  and  of 
wh<Hn  they  were  bought,  and  the  exact  net  price 
paid  far  tmm.  The  result  was  (as  anticipated  by 
jndges)  that  they  aotnally  coat  the  importer  twenty- 
five  to  tUrty  per  cent,  more  than  he  bad  paid  duty 
on  at  the  oustom-house." 

"  A  mercbaot  of  this  city  happened  to  go  iuto  the 
store  of  an  importer,  who  does  the  bulk  of  his 
bndness  by  auction,  and  seeing  a  pacluge  of  desir- 
able  goods,  Inquired  the  price  of  it.  The  invoice 
was  exhibited,  through  a  mistake  of  the  importer. 
It  happened  to  be  that  by  which  the  goods  had 
been  entered  at  the  custom-house,  and  by  which 
they  bad  paid  the  duty.  It  was  at  least  thirty-five 
per  cent,  leas  than  many  other  importers  paid  for 


[Afb%  1880. 

the  same  description  of  goods  at  the  same  time.  As 
a  proof  of  this,  and  to  try  whether  the  cost  exhib- 
ited was  fictitious,  the  dealer  offered  to  the  importer 
twenty-five  per  cent,  profit  on  the  cost  exhibited. 
This  was  refused,  with  his  assurance  that  at  tbat 
rate  he  should  lose  money,  which  he  could  not  af- 
ford to  do.  Had  the  custom-house  invoice  been 
the  real  cost,  would  he  have  refused  this  enormous 
profit!  Ihis  act  speaks  fbr  itself^  and  does  not 
need  farther  elucidation." 

*'  It  is  a  common  custom,  and  one  well  understood 
by  merchants,  that  many  foreign  importers,  resident 
in  tliis  country,  and  who  do  nearly  all  Uieir  business 
by  auction,  are  in  the  constant  habit  of  receiving 
two  invoices  of  each  parcel  of  goods.  One  of  these 
is  nnde  out  at  a  very  low  rate,  and  is  used  to  enter 
the  goods.  The  other  contcuns  the  actual  cosL  A 
foreign  importer,  by  accident,  sold  a  package  of 
goods  at  a  certain  advance  on  the  cost,  and  this 
cost  unfortunately  happened  to  be  that  by  which 
they  had  been  entered  and  the  duties  paid.  Shortly 
after  making  the  sale,  he  discovered  that  he  had 
sold  the  goods  at  an  advance  on  the  fictitious  cost^ 
or,  in  other  words,  on  the  custom-house  invoice. 
He  therefbre  goes  to  the  buyer,  and  informa  him 
that  he  had  made  this  mistake,  and  in^ts  that  he 
should  make  np  the  difference  Inetween  the  actual 
and  fiUse  cost.  The  buyer  who  had  got  a  good  bar- 
grdn,  and  was  muoh  surprised  at  the  novelty  of  thn 
request,  refiised  to  allow  any  thing,  and  informed 
him  that,  if  he  permsted  in  this  claim,  he  would  go 
to  the  collector  of  the  customs  and  expose  him. 
The  importer  was  prudent  enough  to  pocket  the  af- 
front, and  went  about  his  baBiness.** 

The  foreign  importers  of  woollen  goods  drive  an 
enormous  trade  by  means  of  auctions.  Indeed,  they 
scarcely  sell  any  thing  at  private  sale.  When  they 
do  BO,  their  Invoices  are  never  shown.  Id  a  confi- 
dential conversation  (as  regards  names)  with  a  man 
of  integrity,  dependent  on  a  clerk's  salary  for  sap- 
port,  I  obtuned  some  insight  into  the  manner  in 
■wHah  tiiese  woollen  dealers  manage  th^  frauds. 
The  common  oustmn  amongst  this  class  of  importers 
ie^  to  enter  goods  on  an  Invoice  made  ont  eipresely 
for  this  purpose,  and  which  is  always  much  less  than 
the  actual  cost.  He  assored  me  that  he  never  made 
out  a  custom-house  entry  but  from  an  invoice  of 
this  description,  during  the  time  that  be  had  been 
so  em^yed.  These  invoices  be  brieves  to  be 
tlurty-uiree  and  a  third  per  cent,  at  least  nndor  the 
real  cost  at  the  place  of  manoftctnre. 

"  As  a  proof  of  this,  and  most  condorivdy  pror- 
ing  that  goods  are  entered  at  the  custom-house  on 
,  spurious  invoices,  the  following  &ct  is  given  : 

"  A  {dece  of  broadcloth,  coding  four  or  five  shil- 
lings per  yard,  as  entered  at  the  custonnhoase,  and 
payfaw  a  doty  of  thirty  pw  cent,  under  the  old  tatil^ 
would  f^eQoently  be  boi^;ht  in  at  auction,  on  ae- 
count  of  the  importer  and  owner,  at  two  dolUrs 
and  a  quarter  to  two  dollars  and  a  half  per  yard  t 
Would  not  any  person  in  his  senses  gladly  sell  at 
this  price,  if  the  piece  of  cloth  did  not  actually  cost 
him  more  than  the  price  at  which  it  had  passed  the 
custom-house,  and  on  which  the  duty  was  paidf 
This  fact  does  not  need  further  explanation." 

"Messrs.— ^merchants,  in  Pwri  street,  called 
on  a  commission  merohant  here  to  bay  bombadaos. 
He  offered  to  sell  them  at  cost  and  charges,  which 
he  supposed  would  be  sixty-five  per  cent,  advance 
on  the  Bterliog  cost.  The  eoods  were  showD,  and 
the  steriing  mvoloe  exhibited  by  the  salesman. 
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The  merchants,  seeing  that  the  article  woa  charged 
lov,  offered  to  bn7  three  cases,  at  eaity  per  ceat. 
adraitee.  This  o^r  was  accepted,  and  the  goods 
vera  to  be  delirered.  The  buyers  asked  and  ob- 
tained the  privilege  of  ta^g  the  balance  of  the  ia- 
TCKo^  (about  nine  Caaea,)  i^  on  exanunatlon  of  the 
article  mt  their  own  store,  tbdr  impresdoiiB  of  the 
goods  being  low  cbarged  sboald  be  confirmed. 
Abont  an  hour  after  the  purchase  was  made,  the 
nleamu  waited  on  the  buyers,  to  say  that  the 
goods  could  not  be  deliveKd,  as  he  bad  made  a 
Biistake  in  Bellinff  Ihem  by  tbe  wrong  inT<^oe.  The 
boyen  replied  that  they  would  take  the  goods  by 
the  prices  at  which  they  had  been  entered  at  the 
cosMo-hoi^ ;  but  the  commission  merchant  je- 
fosed  this,  saying  that  bis  instructions  were  to  sell 
tbem  at  an  advance  upon  the  prices  put  down  on 
what  had  the  form  of  an  inToice,  but  was  called  a 
'rtatemenf  of  twelve  cases  of  bombasines,  consigned 

to  ,  Ae.,  Ac-,  in  which  the  prices  were  charged 

one  hundred  per  cent.  4bove  the  invtuee  entered  at 
the  cnrtom-booae;  that  is,  goods  chaiged  in  thd 
enstra^hoose  mvoice  at  nxty  shiUings  per  piece, 
were  pot  down  in  the  invoice  called  a  'statement,' 
at  one  hundred  and  twenty  shillings. 

"  When  the  pnrchaaers  remonstrated,  upon  bis 
refusal  to  deliver  tbe  three  cases  already  bought,  he 
tepGed  that  !t  was  nngeneroua  and  ni^nst  to  desire 
a  confirmation  of  a  sue  mkde  by  mistake ;  and,  to 
convince  them  that  the  purchase  would  be  a  good 
one  at  the  Invest  prices,  stated  that  a  retwler,  who 
does  the  largest  bnalneBa  In  this  city,  and  is  pre- 
sumed to  be  a  good  jadge,  bad  offered  to  buy  one 
case  at  uzty  per  cent,  advance  on  the  'statement* 
prices,  hut  he  wanted  nz  months'  credit,  which  was 
too  hmg  to  be  given  on  a  dngle  case." 

I  win  state  another  case,  for  which  I  have 
the  most  unquestionable  autiiorit  j.  An  English- 
man, who  has  resided  in  New  York  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  was  a  very  large  receiver  of 
woollen  goods,  principallj  cloths,  all  of  which 
were  sold  at  auction,  had,  some  time  last  spring, 
a  serious  miannd^^tanding  between  himself 
and  his  chief  derk,  which  resulted  in  Bom6 
^adosnres  being  vuA»  by  the  clerk  to  the 
rariom-boaae,  and  he  fled  to  Canada. 

In  tbe  second,  tldid,  and  finurth  qnarters  of 
the  year  1829,  there  were  imported  iato  New 
Tors  about  five  thousand  dollars'  worth  of 
wotdkoB  above  the  four  dollars*  mlniqmm.  I 
hare  reason  to  believe  that  one  person  alone 
boQ^i  and  sold  a  greater  amonat  daring  the 
same  time.  Again,  »r,  I  here  exhibit  samples 
of  broadcloths,  which  (and  I  have  the  best  an- 
thori^  for  stating  it)  passed  the  custom-house 
in  New  York  under  the  dollar  minimum,  and 
Ec4d  in  the  Boston  mu-ket  at  five  doUara  the 
running  yard,  or  three  dollars  and  thirty-four 
ceots  the  sqoare  yard.  I  leave  every  person  to 
Judge  if  such  goods  were  feirly  valued  in  the 
mvMce,  and  paid  the  legal  duty.  Again :  I 
■haU  now  refer  to  more  evidence.  I  offer  it  to 
diow  what  is  tbe  impresnon  that  prevails 
atamigst  the  most  intelligent  citizens  of  New 
Yvkon  this  subject.  I  will  read  an  extract 
from  a  paper  placed  in  our  hands,  to  which  is 
attadted  arespoosible  name — Jeromus  Johnson, 
fixmeriy  &  member  of  this  House.  He,  as  the 
You  XL— 4 
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chairman  of  a  most  respectable  and  intelligent 
body  of  the  <ntizens  of  New  York,  and  by  them 
Banctioned,  made  the  following  pablio  declara- 
tion: 

"The  revenue  is  largely  and  systematically  de- 
frauded by  means  of  the  concealment  afforded  by 
anctious.  The  proofs  of  this  alarming  truth  are  SO 
abundant,  that  it  has  long  been  a  settled  point 
among  tbe  intelligent  merchants.  The  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  from  the  same  conviction,  have 
reported  the  present  bill,  which  does  not  tax  pubUo 
sales,  hut  only  restores  those  responsibilities  and 
usages  which  formed  tbe  common  practice  of  im- 
porters tu  those  prosperous  times  when  smuggling 
was  unknown — before  auctions  had  destroyed  reg- 
ular trade.  If  these  usages  had  never  been  inter- 
rupted, many  millions  would  have  been  saved  to  tbe 
Treasury^  the  United  States.  Formerly,  amug- 
gling,  like  other  great  crimes,  was  of  rare  occar- 
rence,  and  perpetrated  under  accidental  tempta- 
doDB.  Now,  by  means  of  aucUons,  it  has  become  a 
system,  matured  in  all  its  parts,  with  a  mechanism 
as  carefully  adapted  to  its  purposes,  as  In  the  most 
regular  and  lawful  occupation, 

"  The  offloets  of  the  cnstoms  In  this  city,  whose 
experience  has  been  on  the  largest  scale,  and  who 
have  devoted  much  attention  to  this  street,  con- 
car  in  the  oj^nions  and  filets  which  we  nave  now 
stated." 

I  shall  remark  on  auoHons  hereafter. 

I  now  appeal  to  every  gentleman  in  Uie 
least  acquamted  witii  public  opinion  in  New 
York.  Is  it  not  generally  understood  that  our 
laws  are  evaded  f  Is  it  not  the  prevuling  im- 
pression of  the  commimity  that  the  revenae  is 
defi:auded — ^that  the  laws  of  the  country  are 
violated,  and  this  in  tbe  most  flf^ant  man- 
ner? 

Again,  sir:  tbe  President  in  his  Message 
clearly  intimates  that  q|ir  revenae  laws  are 
evaded.  I  know  that  he'is  anxious  that  pro- 
vision should  be  made  to  carry  them  into  exe- 
cution. From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
we  are  informed  that  the  laws  are  evaded,  and 
that  the  attention  of  the  Government  is  re- 
qnired.  Tbe  collector  of  the  port  of  New 
York,  I  know,  is  perfectly  satisfled  that  con- 
tinued violations  of  our  laws  take  place.  As 
a  faithfal,  vigilant,  indefatigable  officer,  he 
has  no  superior  tmder  the  Government.  He 
fearlessly  ex^tes  the  laws  to  the  extent  of  his 
power.  Oivo  me  such  men,  whatever  political 
power  controls  the  ^airs  of  the  nation.  But  his 
authority  is  deficient.   He  has  not  the  means. 

We  have  now  seen  how  affairs  are  conducted 
at  the  custom-house,  how  invoices  are  made ; 
let  us  notice  what  takes  place  in  the  appraisers* 
office.  Tbe  office  of  appnuser  was  created  by 
the  act  of  1818,  tor  the  purpose  of  uding  the 
collectors  ofthe  revenue  in  tbe  prevention  of 
frauds.  The  office  wa^provided  for  by  the  act 
of  1823,  and  has  continned  to  Q»  present  time. 
I  have  already  stated  the  proportion  of  ad 
valorem  goods  sent  by  the  collector  to  their 
charge,  that  is — one  package  out  of  every  in- 
voice at  least,  and,  if  more  are  contained  in  the 
Inv  jioe,  at  least  one  package  in  twenty.  The 
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appraisers,  as  has  been  stated,  require  the  in- 
Toice  to  be  produced  before  they  decide  on  the 
value.  I  am  informed  by  one  of  the  appraisers, 
that  the  invoice  is  used  as  evidence  of  toe  value 
of  the  goods  which  it  cont^ns.  It  is  well 
known  uia^  iu  common  pracUce,  it  is  the  only 
standard  of  Talnation.  Not  more  than  seven 
or  nine  tiionsand  doUus  of  woollen  goods  have 
been  fonnd  by  the  appraisers  nnderralued  in 
the  invoice  for  the  year  past,  althousb  millions 
have  passed  through  the  custom-house.  A 
part,  if  not  all,  of  the  nnder-valuations  were 
discovered  by  an  open  examination  of  the 
goods  imported  in  the  ehip  Silas  Biehar^s,  to 
which  I  have  before  referred.  It  may  there- 
fore be  considered  as  the  general  practice  of  the 
apprfusers  to  take  the  invoice  value  as  the  real 
Tfuue  on  which  duties  are  to  be  as^ftsed.  I 
have  already  shown  how  invoices  for  the  cus- 
tom-house are  prepared,  and  every  one  con 
judge  how  much  credit  shoold  be  given  them. 
There  is  too  much  intelligence  in  this  committee 
to  re<iuire  any  further  explanatixm.  Under  the 
existing  state  of  things,  what  is  the  security  for 
the  revenue?  What  for  the  proteeUon  intend- 
ed to  be  given  to  the  dcanestic  industry  of  the 
oonntry  f  There  is  no'  check,  no  barrier,  to  the 
nnprincipled  adventurer.  The  door  is  thrown 
wide  open.  A  mammoth  might  pass  without 
touching  his  sides.  It  has  already  been  decided 
by  a  large  m^ority  in  the  House,  that  Senators 
and  members  of  OoDgress  cannot  be  trusted  to 
compute  their  own  mileage— that  we  cannot 
ti'ust  the  presiding  officers  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  with  the  appointment  of  a 
draughtsman.  If  so,  what  are  we  to  think 
of  a  livei^MMl  invoice  t 

I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  tiie  com- 
mittee to  another  important  point.  It  is  as  to  the 
nomlwr  of  the  regular  Axnencan  imprating  mer- 
chants eugaged  in  the  woollen  trade  as  their  prin- 
cipal business.  The  story  is  a  short  one.  It  is  the 
result  of  an  anxious  inquiry.  Previous  to  the 
war,  the  woollen  trade  was  almost  exclusively 
in  the  hands  of  our  own  merchants.  The  num- 
ber was  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  in  Boston, 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore.  Of 
the  same  class  of  importers,  at  this  time,  about 
twenty.  As  I  am  informed  by  a  most  intelli- 
gent merchant^  tJtier©  were  in  New  York,  at  the 
period  to  which  I  have  alluded,' forty-^ree, 
whom  he  reoollects;  now  only  five.  One  of 
the  appndsOTS  recently  informed  me  that  there 
were,  at  least  six  I  Such  is  the  mysterious 
change  of  trade  in  the  great  emporinm.  These 
remarks  are  in  a  great  degree  applicable  to  all 
American  merchants  engaged  in  other  branches 
of  European  trade.  If  they  have  not  yet  suf- 
fered as  mnofa,  they  clearly  see  before  them  the 
secret,  silent,  fatal  approach  of  annihilation. 
The  strong  arm  of  Qovemment  must  be  ex- 
tended to  their  rescue. 

Again,  sir :  What  is  the  condition  of  the 
American  merchant  t  No  better  illustration 
can  be  g^ven,  than  what  is  conbuned  in  their 
repeated  memorials  to  Congress.  To  one  at 


least  I  will  refer.  It  is  ngned  by  thousands  of 
oar  fellow-citizens  of  New  York.  It  now 
remains  on  the  files  of  this  House.  It  was  pre- 
sented in  1820,  when  the  evils  of  which  they 
compltun  were  far  less  withering  to  commer- 
cial enterprise  than  at  the  present  day.  I  will 
read  the  coucln^on : 

"  Tour  memorialists  will  so  loneer  detain  jronr 
honorable  bodies  with  a  detail  of  toe  evils  flowing 
from  public  sales — from  which  we  can  never  be  re- 
lieved, until  our  merchants  shm  eqnaDy  b  our  in* 
portatiotu,  nntil  every  trader  is  held  nceonoUble 
for  the  quklitj  as  well  as  tbe  quantity  of  his  goods, 
and  Integrity  in  dealing  is  properly  rewarded  by 
being  considered  a  eufflaent  guaranty ;  that,  under 
a  sound,  equal,  and  permanent  system,  your  memo- 
rialists mcMt  sincerely  believe  that  fabrics,  fnm 
whatever  source  they  may  come,  will  be  tmprored, 
corruption  in  trade  will  be  diminished,  the 
efs  throughout  tbe  land  will,  on  an  average,  boy 
dieaper,  the  farmer  will  be  better  paid  for  Us  pnh 
dace,  bankrimtdes  will  be  lest  inqnent,  and  00 
oonunenaal  t^araoter  oonsequmtly  restored." 

This  is  language  common  to  all  the  memorials 
on  the  great  and  interesting  snbject  of  auctions. 

They  all  speak  of  corruption  in  trade,  and  suggest 
means  to  produce  a  restoration  of  commercial 
character.   All  know,  when  American  trade 
was  conducted  by  American  merchants,  their 
characters  stood  before  the  world  untarnished 
by  the  suspicion  of  corruption.   At  home,  and 
abroad,  it  commanded  the  most  periect  confi- 
dence and  respect.   Prices  were  steady,  profits 
uniform,  deception  unknown.    In  the  present 
confusion  of  business,  in  the  outiriug  efforts  of 
foreigners  to  supplant  our  own  merchants,  and 
to  drive  them  oat  of  employment  in  our  own 
country,  it  is  not  surprising  tliat  commercial 
character  should  have  snflfored  in  public  estima- 
tion.  The  present  state  of  trade  must  prodnce 
this  effect,  however  pure  may  be  iudividoal 
integrity  and  honor.   I  am  well  aware  tiiat  tbe 
alarming  evils  which  exist,  are  supposed,  by 
the  mercantile  community  generally,  to  be  pro- 
duced by  tbe  auction  system.   I  have  no  doubt 
but  it  has  been  one  of  the  principal  causes  of 
ruin  and  desolation  to  a  high  and  elevated  class 
of  our  merchants.   It  keeps  trade  in  perpetual 
change.   It  invites  to  the  most  ruinous  specu- 
lation.  It  affords  the  most  ready  fiwiilities  for 
violating  our  revenue  laws;  and,  above  aU,  H 
tends  to  destroy  all  confidence  in  commercial 
reputation.  But  suppose  that  sales  at  aoctKHi 
are  abolished,  that  honest  and  honorable  mer- 
chants take  their  former  station.   Under  the 
existing  law,  and  the  practice  of  the  custom- 
house, what  could  they  do  I   Could  they  meas- 
ure consciences  with  the  maker  of  a  Liverpool 
invoice!     Must  they  not  yield  to  circum- 
stances, or  agfun  be  ruined?   Something  elf« 
must  be  done,  or  the  foreign  adventarer  will 
command  our  trade.    The  subject  of  auctions 
is  in  able  hands.   It  is  a  great  cause— it  »  a 
good  cause.   I  have  no  doubt  but  it  will  be 
well  sustained  by  the  honorable  gentlemen  wM 
have  it  in  charge. 
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Kow,  NT,  we  will  ooosider  how  the  woollen 
trade  is  carried  on.  With  this  saljeot  all  are 
findUar.  la  New  York,  as  well  as  in  most  of 
our  dAtm,  wodlen  goods  are  gfioeraUj  sold  on 
taxeim  aooonnt.  As  near  as  Z  can  ascertfun, 
four-fifths ;  manj  suppose  nine-tenths.  Partis 
conngned  to  American  merchants ;  a  great  pro- 
portion is  in  the  care  of  foreign  agents.  Th&j 
come  here  to  soperintend  t^e  sale — ^have  no 
interest  in  the  coontry — take  the  place  of  the 
America]^  merchant — many^,  it  is  stud,  live  in 
garrets,  make  oat  invoices  for  the  cnstom- 
honse — publish  essays  on  frea  trade — gather  np 
the  spoils  and  profits  of  bnsiness — ahnse  the 
Goremment,  and — go  home.  After  all,  they 
are  not  bo  mnch  to  blame,  if  we  continue  to 
■od  Bwant.  But,  under  this  state  of  tUngs, 
we  aO  see  that  our  own  merchants  are  oom- 
pdbd  to  perform  a  miserable  part  They  have 
to  wait  mo  motion  of  th^  masters  at  the  aao- 
tion  room.  They  are  active,  intelligmt,  enter- 
pndng;  why  are  they  driven  from  trade? 
They  cannot,  will  not,  dare  not,  res(H^  to  means 
whidk  those  who  reaide  abroad  are  ready  and 
iriUuig  to  use. 

Sow,  saiy  shall  we  suffer  such  a  state  of  things 
SB  has  and  will  continue,  nnleas  checked,  to 
produce  such  consequences  t  Is  it  sound  policy 
to  allow  transient,  wandering  foreigners  to 
usurp  that  employment  which  belongs  to  the 
Ammoaa  merchant  ?  la  it  patriotic  t  Is  it 
coButent  witii  juat  nfti^Tiy.!  flings  to  permit 
the  great  oonunerdal  interesta  of  Uils  oountrr 
to  he  eootef^ed  by  fortigoersf  When  I 
allude  to  fordgnera,  I  mean  uiose  whose  home 
b  abroad ;  whose  all^iance  still  chiuns  them 
to  another  country.  In  short,  sir,  I  wish 
to  see  American  merchants  transacting  Amer- 
ican bu^neas.  I  hope  to  see  the  day  when 
tlas  will  be  accomplished ;  when  our  mer* 
diants  will  occupy  their  former  standing 
in  the  estimation  of  this  country  and  the 
wwld.  We  have  of  late  heard  much  of  the 
tcanseendent  importance  of  navigation— of  ship- 
boilding.  I  respect  its  value  as  mnch  as  any 
one  ahmild.  But  I  had  rather  see  all  we  re- 
eave  from  abroad  introduced  by  foreign  navi- 
ffition,  than  see  the  internal  trade  of  t£e  coun- 
try conducted  by  ttmaga.  agents.  I  had  rather 
hare  for  the  country,  a  vood,  substantial,  up- 
right,  Pearl  street  mercSiant,  than  the  heat 
liverpool  packet  ibat  ever  aidled.  We  can 
have  both. 

It  is  coortantly  alleged  by  many,  that  the 
evasions  of  our  revenue  laws  are  caused  by  the 
hi^  protecting  duties  imposed  by  the  taxiSa 
of  1824  and  1828.   To  this  sat^ect  I  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee.    The  charge 
is  erroneous.   Evasions  of  our  revenue  laws 
erifited  to  a  greater  extent  previous  to  the 
pasB^  of  those  acts.   Under  the  mild  and 
moderate  tariff  of  1816— a  tariff  lower  than 
hs8  been  proposed  by  the  warmest  opposer 
tba  protecting  sjeUm  during  the  present 
Mnoa  the  most  na^aat  evasions  were  known 
(0  txSt,    Th&J  cannot  be  better  ez^dained, 
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than  by  a  reference  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford in  1818,  while  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

He  says,  after  alluding  to  the  course  of  trade, 
*'  there  is  abundimt  reason  to  believe  that  it  is 
enstomary,  in  importations  of  this  nature,  to 
send  with  the  merchandise  an  invoice  consider- 
ably below  the  actual  cost,  by  which  the  entry 
is  made  and  the  duties  secured.  Another  in- 
voice, at  or  above  the  actual  cost,  is  forwarded 
to  a  different  person,  with  instructions  to  take 
and  sell  the  goods  by  such  invoice."  This  prac- 
tice, as  I  have  iully  shown,  still  continues ;  and 
if  it  has  increased,  it  arises  only  from  improved 
skill  and  experience.  Oonstant  practice  makes 
the  trade  more  perfect.  If  the  tariff  of  1816 
had  remained  unchanged,  foreigners  would 
have  gained  the  advanti^s  they  now  possess. 
We  also  see  in  all  tiie  memorials  asidnst  ano- 
tioos  from  oommereial  dtiea,  as  early  as  1820, 
the  most  frightfial  fronds  on  tha  revenue  are 
described.  It  makes  little  or  no  difference 
whether  the  duties  are  twenty  or  fifty  per 
cent;  the  same  relative  advantages  exist  in 
favor  of  the  foreigner.  That  is,  he  dares  verify 
an  invoice  in  Liverpool,  that  an  honest  Amer- 
ican merchant  dares  not  do  in  New  York.  If 
the  invoice  is  made  out  in  this  country  by  an 
agent,  he  can  swear  as  to  his  belief  of  tbe  cost 
abroad — the  American  merchant,  who  pur- 
chases, does  know  the  actual  cost,  and  honesty 
will  require  him  to  declare  truly — ^if  he  does  not 
possess  lunle8t^^  danger  will  compel  him.  He  is 
within  the  reach  of  our  own  laws  where  peijmy 
is  sometimes  noticed.  Bat  yon  cannot  reach  the 
person  who  awears  fiilsely  to  an  invoice  in  a 
foreign  country.  There  he  is  perfectly  safe. 
The  truth  is,  sir,  that  the  foreign  valuation  is 
the  rotten  part  of  onr  system.  But  so  it  is, 
and  we  must  make  l^e  best  of  it. 

Now,  sir,  I  will  allude  to  the  effects  which 
fraud  and  evasion  must  have  had  on  the  reve- 
nue. The  amount  of  ad  valorem  goods  im- 
ported into  the  port  of  New  York,  for  each  of 
the  last  ten  years,  at  the  invoice  price,  will  not 
vary  much  from  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars ; 
tbe  whole  amount,  two  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  average  rate  of  duty  m^^ 
be  estimated  at  twenty-five  per  cent.  The 
amount  of  duty  for  ten  years  would  be  sixty- 
two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  We 
have  already  seen  how  goods  are  valued  in  ttie 
invoice — the  low  price  at  which  they  pass  the 
custom-house.  The  average  cannot  be  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  real  cost  or  value  in  the 
foreign  market.  Goods  which  cost  abroad 
three  hundred  and  seventy-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, have  been  invoiced  at  one-third  less  than 
the  cost.  This  would  amount  to  the  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions,  as  I  have  stated,  on 
which  duties  nave  been  pud.  Duties  should 
have  been  pud  on  the  three  hundred  and 
seventy-five  n^ons  of  dfdlars,  which  would 
have  produced  ninety-three  million  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  instead  of  sixty- 
two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  a 
difference  of  thirty-one  milUon  two  hnndred 


Digitized  by  Google 


52 


ABBIDaMENT  01*  THE 


H.OFS.] 

and  fifty  thoosaod  dollara.  Tius  in  tiie  port  of 
Kew  Tork  alone.  I  am  ready  to  admit,  that  if 

the  laws  had  been  folly  enforced,  the  importa^ 
tion  of  many  articles  would  have  diminished, 
yet  the  Treasury  would  hare  gained  millions, 
and  the  domestic  indostry  of  the  nation  would 
have  been  secured.  I  will  pass  to  another 
topic — smuggling. 

When  any  charge  is  made  that  our  laws  are 
evaded  through  the  custom-house,  the  cry  of 
smuggling  is  raised  from  a  cert^n  quarter.  If 
a  foreign  agent  presents  his  well-made  invoice 
— good-looking  invoice — ^to  the  ooDector,  and 
the  collector  has  some  doubts  whether  all  is 
right,  you  might  well  suppose  he  would  say,  nr, 
can  yoQ  think  I  would  do  any  thing  wroi^? 
^111  I  cheat,  eir?  Smuggling,  you  may  de- 
pend, sir,  is  carried  on  only  on  the  northern 
frontier.  There  is  the  place  to  look  for  rogues ; 
I  am  honest.  Mischief  is  on  the  northern  fron- 
tiers ;  ^at  is  tiie  place.  If  he  presents  an  in- 
voice that  would  make  the  spirit  of  mischief 
blush,  he  declares  that  he  is  honest ;  smuggling 
is  only  found  on  the  northern  frontier.  So  his 
invoice  passes.  Newspapers  opposed,  all  op- 
posed to  the  protecting  policy,  testify  that  no 
evamons  take  place,  except  on  the  northern 
frontier ;  everywhere  else,  all  perfectly  honest  I 
This  is  a  capital  way  to  escape. 

How,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  I  have  taken  mndt  pains 
to  learn  the  truth  of  this  matter.  I  have  re- 
sorted to  every  source  of  information ;  to  the 
officers  of  the  customs,  to  onr  merchants,  to  all 
who  are  best  acquainted  with  the  course  of  the 
Canada  trade.  The  charge  is  wholly  incorrect, 
tiiat  illicit  trade  in  that  quarter  makes  any  im- 
pression on  the  revenue  or  market.  There  may 
be  along  the  lines  a  little  petty  dealing,  that 
would  always  exist  whether  duties  were  high 
or  low.  Efforts  have  been  made .  on  a  lai^ 
scale.  They  have  been,  and  will  be,  nnsaccess- 
fuL  The  reason  is  obvious.  The  great  marts 
for  the  northern  merchants  are  New  York  and 
Boston.  When  they  go  into  market,  th^  ob- 
tain a  ftJl  assortment  for  the  season.  A  few 
pieces  of  woollen  goods  are  all  that  each  mer- 
chant may  want.  There  can  be  no  motive  for 
amugd^g.  It  certainly  can  be  no  great  object 
to  the  foreigner  to  smuggle  cloths  to  a  small 
extent.  If  to  a  large  amount,  of  course  he  must 
send  his  goods  to  the  seaboard  market.  Bis 
goods  are  exposed  to  the  weather,  to  damage, 
to  expense  and  seizure.  Besides,  in  the  coun- 
try any  movement  out  of  the  usual  way  is  ob- 
served. Ouriosity  is  excited.  If  mischief  is 
on  foot,  it  will  be  discovered.  Again,  sir,  the 
people  in  that  part  of  the  Union  are  friendly  to 
onr  domestic  policy.  Tho  farmer  and  manu- 
facturer are  awake.  Here  is  a  great  security. 
You  might  as  well  smuggle  straw  as  broad 
cloths.  In  great  ports,  like  New  York,  where 
all  is  bustie  and  oonfosion,  illicit  trade  is  com- 

{)aratively  safe.  You  might  smuggle  a  ship 
oad  there  more  ea^y  than  you  could  send  a 
wagon  load  from  Canada  to  the  same  place. 
After  tiu  passage  of  the  tariff  in  1828^  In 
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land  amusing  was  practised  oa  a  large  soale 

across  thelines.  The  atteutioa  of  Government 
was  called  to  that  snl^ect.  Among  other  pre- 
cautions,  a  ocmfidentud  and  most  intelligent 
agent  was  appointed  to  observe  the  operati<aia 
of  trade  on  the  northern  frontier.  From  him, 
sir,  I  have  a  statement,  which  fully  and  am;^y 
sustains  what  I  have  mentioned  before,  fia 
has  ascertained  that  our  exports  to  the  Canada 
market,  for  the  year  1829,  amounted  to  two 
million  forty-four  thousand  dollars.  That  near 
two  millions  of  this  have  been  paid  for  in  specie, 
or  drafts,  in  favor  of  our  exportws,  on  our  sea- 
hoard  dtiea,  mostly  on  New  York.  If  required, 
a  full  dettil  could  be  given.  I  re«dleet» 
on  a  former  occasion,  the  same  charge  was 
made.  It  was  said  on  this  floor  that  we  ex- 
ported annually  about  two  millionB  to  Canada, 
we  paid  duties  on  a  small  amount  of  importa- 
tions, and  smuggled  the  balance  in  returns.  It 
so  happened,  that,  when  the  charge  was  madc^ 
I  had  in  my  possession  evidenoe  that  one  house 
alone  in  New  York  had.  annnally  for  three 
years,  accepted  and  paid  drafte  to  the  amount 
of  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  the  proceeds  of  the  Canada  trade. 
Then,  I  hope  the  fears  of  smugglers  on  the 
fronuers  may  be  quieted,  for  the  present  at  least. 

I  will  now  advert  to  another  point.  The 
people  in  the  interior  of  the  country  have  never 
been  aware  of  the  mischiefs  that  have  been 
practised  at  the  onstom-hoase.  The  Qovem- 
ment  has  not  been  fully  apprised  of  litem  until 
lately.  Darkness  had  enveloped  tiiem.  .  Strong 
reasons  exist.  Let  us  look  at  them  plainly. 
Twenty-five  millions  a  year  of  ad  valorem  goods 
imported  into  New  York ;  in  the  market,  w<nlh 
thirf^-five  to  forty  millions ;  three-fourths,  per- 
haps nine-tenths,  owned  by  foreigners,  hoetile, 
I  repeat,  to  our  policy,  Intent  on  gain,  and 
using  every  ex«1ion  to  save  the  last  fitftimuc. 
Here  is  a  cordon  aronnd  the  cnstom-house.  If 
any  power  on  earth  can  overawe  a  Department 
of  tiie  Government,  here  it  is.  Yon  can  see  it, 
if  yon  have  the  least  knowledge  of  human  na- 
ture. If  its  ofScers  perform  thur  dnty,  they 
are  aaaailed;  they  are  represented  as  harsh 
and  tyrannical.  I  will  give  an  instance.  The 
present  collector  of  New  York— I  wish  all  offi- 
cers of  tiie  Oovemment  were  as  faithful — 
knowing  that  goods  were  dispersed  in  all  direc- 
tions b^ore  the  appraisers  had  made  their  re- 
port, on  the  sample  package,  repaired  of  the 
importer  the  following  sim^e  obligation : 

"  I,  ,  do  promise  that  all  or  any  part  of  tho 

merchandise  mentioned  in  the  annexed  entry  shall, 
at  the  request  of  the  collector,  be  immediately  de- 
livered up  for  examination  by  the  public  apprais- 
ers." 

The  object  of  this  was,  to  have  imptnted 
goods,  in  some  degree,  under  his  control,  ia 
case  frand  should  be  discovered  in  the  sample 
package.  This  made  such  uproar  that  he  was 
etmtpdled  to  abandon  it.  TbiiB  was  too  muoh 
for  see  trade  to  endare.  "Ffmigaan  dedared 
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that  the  collector  was  nnfit  for  the  ofSce,  he 
gave  sQch  unnecessaiy  trouble.  Under  existing 
kws  and  established  practice,  Liverpool  has 
repealed  our  revenue  laws  in  New  York.  Vigi- 
lant and  honest  offiowa  cannot  prevent  it.  They 
have  not  the  foroo,  the  aid  that  is  required. 
Government  alone  can  afford  a  remedy.  The 
bill  under  oonnderatioa  is  intended  to  accom- 
plish a  part  at  least  I  hope  Bomethiog  may 
be  done.  The  interior  of  the  country  have  a 
de^  interest  in  this  matter.  The  custom-house 
belongs  to  the  nation.  It  belongs  to  Ohio,  to 
£eDtac^,  as  mnofa  as  the  city  of  New  York. 
We  have  the  power  to  correct  abnsesb  Let  it 
be  used. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  provisions 
d  the  bill  before  the  committee.  It  is  confined 
to  woollens.  The  committee  did  not  wish  to 
tm>pose  ai^  measnres,  except  when  reqnired 
by  elear  and  palpable  neeesuty.  One  of  the 
peat  objects  of  the  tariff  of  1828  was  to  pro- 
tect the  woollen  mannfactarer.  At  the  time, 
it  was  feared  and  believed  by  many  that  the 
doUar  minimmn  would  destroy  all  intended 
benefit.  As  it  passed  this  Honse,  the  duty  was 
^eeifio.  In  the  Senate,  the  duty  was  changed 
to  «d  valorem.  Yet,  by  a  most  erroneous  de- 
dsaon  of  Mr.  Secretary  Rosb,  the  ad  valorem 
priD<^ple  was  not  allowed  to  apply.  The  ten 
per  cent,  in  addition  to  invoice  cost  was  dis- 
sUowed,  which  most  materially  diminished  the 
intended  protecUon.  This  affected  the  fabrics 
oomposed  oi  the  raw  material  which  is  pro- 
dnoed  by  our  fiarmetB  in  the  greatest  abundance. ; 
Th^  Imve  been  made  to  sofisr,  even  more  than 
die  mannbeturer.  All  that  is  now  asked,  all 
that  is  bmnblr  required,  is  to  give  really,  hon- 
estly, in  good  futh,  what  the  Government  has , 
pnnnised,  pledged  itself  to  give.   That  is  all. 

The  first  section  provides  for  having  a  copy 
of  the  invoice  delivered  to  the  collector.  This 
19  indispuisable  for  the  correct  estimate  of  du- 
ties, as  weQ  as  a  guard  against  frauds.  The 
value  of  this  is  admitted  by  the  custran-hoqse 
sod  Treasury  Department. 

The  second  section  requires  that  woollen 
goods  ^oold  be  placed  in  the  public  store. 
The  otgect  is  apparent.  It  is  for  the  purpose 
<^  giving  power  to  the  ofSoers  of  the  Govem- 
imttokeep  tiiem  safe  until  the  l^al  duties 
an  aseertalned.  Our  revenue  laws  now  re- 
quire it,  in  my  opinion.  The  practice  is  other- 
wise, as  I  have  ^own.  There  will  be  no  diffi- 
eolty ;  the  delay  trifling.  It  will  operate  equal- 
ly; no  advanta^  will  be  given  in  the  market 
by  sny.  The  rights  of  the  Government  will  be 
safe. 

The  third  section  provides  for  the  ezamina- 
tiou  of  the  goods  by  the  appraisers.  It  requires 
that  they  should  be  marked  with  the  evidence 
of  the  minimum  class  to  which  they  belong,  and 
on  which  duties  should  be  paid.  In  this  there, 
will  be  no  diffionltr.  Everj  oadc  of  wine  and 
gfittito  is  ezaniined  and  marked.  Svery  chest 
nd  box  of  tea  is  eaamined,  whether  it  oont^ns 
fire  pounds,  or  two  hundred.  Every  bar  of 
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iron  is  weighed ;  every  bushel  of  salt  measured. 
Every  piece  of  cloth  can  as  well  be  examined, 
valued,  and  marked.  It  con  be  done  with  the, 
greatest  expedition.  It  will  t>e  a  great  security 
to  the  honest  merdiant,  and  to  purchasers. 
Each  will  be  able  to  compare  qualities  and 
prices.  Fraud  will  be  exposed  to  poblio  obser- 
vation— the  surest  check.  I  will  pass  on  as 
rapidly  as  possible;  will  give  more  expli<^t  ex- 
planation when  desired.  As  to  measuring 
goods,  no  more  is  required,  perhaps  not  as 
much  as  is  required  by  the  law  of  1826.  The 
next  provision  of  importance  is  that  which  de- 
clares that  the  appraisement  shall  be  made 
vrithoot  the  invoice.  Their  value,  their  cor- 
rectness, I  have  descril}ed.  If  appraisers  un- 
derstand their  duty,  a  fair  valuation  can  be 
made  without  the  invoice ;  if  they  do  not,  they 
should  be  discharged.  If  the  duty  cannot  be 
performed,  the  office  should  be  abc^ished.  With 
skill  attention,  integrity,  the  Oovemment 
would  be  safe;  without  these  qualifications, 
their  employment  would  be  useless. 

The  greatest  olfjections  I  have  heard  urged 
against  the  bill  have  arisen  from  the  penalties 
to  be  incurred  in  cases  of  appraisement  above 
the  invoice  price.  I  do  not  think  they  are  in- 
dispensable, and  shall,  at  a  proper  time,  submit 
a  motion  to  strike  them  out.  My  desire  is  to 
remove  all  the  objections  that  may  exist,  pro- 
vided the  main  object  is  accomplished. 

The  fourth  section  contains  but  one  altera- 
tion of  tiie  existing  law,  that  I  consider  mate- 
rial. By  the  revenue  laws  now  in  force,  when 
the  importer,  his  agent,  or  consignee  is  dissatis- 
fied with  an  appraisement,  he  may  require  a 
re-appraisement  In  such  cases  he  may  "  employ 
two  respectable  resident  merchants,"  who,  with 
the  appraisers,  shall  re-examine  and  re-appraise 
the  goods  in  question.  The  consequence  is  ob- 
vious. The  importer  will  employ  the  person 
most  favorable  to  his  interest.  Now,  sir,  the 
change  proposed  by  the  bill  is,  that  the  collec- 
tor shall  ^point  the  merchants  to  be  associated 
with  the  upprusers  in  cases  of  re-appraiseraent. 
The  collector  is  bound  to  do  justice  to  all — ^to 
the  Government  as  well  as  to  individuals.  He 
acts  impartially.  It  is  known,  it  is  expected, 
that,  when  the  importer  employs  persons  to 
join  the  appraisers,  he  will  select  those  the 
most  partial  to  his  mterests.  At  any  rate,  he 
has  the  power  to  do  so ;  human  nature  prompts 
it ;  it  is  not  forbidden  by  the  law  or  tiie  doc- 
trines of  free  trade. 

The  fifth  seotbn  Is  but  a  consequence  of  the 
one  preceding. 

The  sixth  section  provides  penalties  for  coun- 
terfeiting and  changing  marks.  If  goods  are 
marked,  as  is  provided  in  the  third  seotion,  this 
provision  is  necessary. 

The  seventh  section  is  important.  It  pro- 
vides that  the  Seoretai^  of  the  Treasury  sbaU 
tesaga  one  of  the  appraisers,  now  appointed,  to 
take  charge  of  the  goods  deporited  in  the  pubUc 
store,  according  to  the  third  section  of  this  bill ; 
and  Qiat  the  Secretair  shall  appoint  assistants 
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to  tho  appraisers,  for  the  purpose  of  secoring  a 
fall  and  fkithfal  ezeontion  of  the  laws.  It  is 
oon^dered  by  bU,  ft  is  veil  known,  that  more 
aid  is  required  at  the  custom-house  in  Kew 
York.  Considering  the  immense  basinesB  done 
in  that  port,  the  appraising  department  is 
totally  unable  to  perform  the  doties  by.  law 
reqnired  to  be  performed.  Further  force  must 
he  allowed,  or  the  laws,  even  as  thw  at  present 
enst^  cannot  be  executed.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  has  earnestly  recommended  this 
in  his  report.  The  collector  of  New  York  con- 
siders it  indispensably  necessary.  The  Com- 
mittee oa  Hauofactures  were  folly  convinced 
that  farther  assistance  should  be  ffiven.  Since 
the  bill  was  reported,  as  an  individual  member, 
I  have  become  satisfied  a  more  efficient  arrange- 
ment may  be  made,  than  that  oontaiced  in  the 
bilL  It  is,  that  tiie  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  consent  of  the  Senate  ahall  ap- 
point an  additional  appraiser  for  tne  port  of 
New  York ;  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory 
shall  distribute  among  the  appraisers  the  classes 
of  business  to  be  by  each  performed.  One  can 
be  assigned  to  the  examination  and  appruse- 
ment  of  woollen  goods ;  one  to  hardware  and 
other  articles ;  one  to  nlka,  linens ;  indeed,  the 
distribution  may  be  made  in  such  way  as  that 
there  may  be  a  full  superintendence  over  all  ad 
valorem  goods.  This  can  be  arranged  as  the 
occasion  may  require.  Also,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  IVeasury  shall  ^point  such  nnmber 
of  aamatant  apprusera  as  the  public  service  may 
demand.  It  u  my  intention  to  rahmit,  on  a 
proper  oocamon,  an  amendment  for  this  pur- 
pose. I  am  confident  it  ia  the  Iwtter  plan,  and 
will  better  meet  the  views  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment as  contained  in  the  report  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  more  effectually  accomplish  the  object 
which  all  must  desire. 

I  will  now  explain  t^e  ninth  section  of  the 
biU.  By  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  of 
1828,  a  part  owner  residing  in  the  United  States 
may  verify  the  invoice.  Let  his  interest  be 
ever  so  small,  he  possesses  this  right.  It  may 
be  created  for  this  purpose.  The  great  object 
of  the  foreign  reudent  is  to  pass  his  goods 
through  tlie  cnstcnn-hon&e  as  low  as  ^osuble. 
He  sends  his  goods  to  a  part  owner,  wrth  such 
representationB  as  to  cost  as  he  pleases,  with  a 
blank  invoice.  The  part  owner  in  this  country 
very  honestly  swears  to  his  belief  of  the  value 
in  we  foreign  market.  That  value  may  be  as 
low  as  the  standard  of  his  conscience,  very  low, 
as  low  OS  will  pass  the  custom-house.  Very 
low.  Now,  if  invoices  are  worth  any  thing— 
and  it  seems  to  be  admitted  that  when  made  by 
foreigners  they  are  not  worth  much — the  buy- 
ing partner  should  do  the  swearing,  and  not  the 
selling  partner.  The  buyer  may  be  supposed  to 
know  the  price  better  than  the  seller. 

The  remainder  of  the  bill  relates  to  the  dis- 
p<^tiou  oi  the  penalttea,  and  tho  authority  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  to  provide  regu- 
lations fnr  the  fall  ueontion  of  the  aob  They 
ore  the  nsoal  proridcms  in  oar  revenne  lawsw 
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Now,  sir,  I  hasten  to  a  condosion.  I  have 
stated  thai  our  revenue  and  protecting  lawa  are 
evaded.  I  have  given  the  evidence.  The 
meosore  proposed  contains  no  new  prindple. 
The  olject  ia  to  enforce  what  the  Qovttmnent 
has  decreed.  I  am  not  toiaxdoaa  oi  Uam. 
What  the  Government  bos  {nmniMd,  let  it  be 
fulfilled.  If  a  better  mode  can  be  devised,  it 
shall  have  my  hearty  concarrence.  The  qoea- 
tion  I  propose  is,  shall  the  laws  of  the  country 
he  execated  ?  Every  gentleman  of  this  com- 
mittee will  consult  his  own  heart  Let  it  oome 
home  to  his  own  bosom.  Let  his  honest  oon- 
biAbuoo  ^ve  on  answer. 


KoKDAT,  April  10. 

D9tUh  ttf  AlMa^der  8m.y1k. 

The  journal  of  Friday  having  been  reod^ 
Mr.  HcCoT,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  annoonoed 
to  the  House  the  decease,  on  Saturday  last,  tjit 
his  coUeagne,  (l£r.  Alkundkb  Suttd.)  Mr. 
UcC.  said,  the  character  of  the  deceased  was 
too  well  known  to  need  any  eulogy  from  him, 
and  he  would  content  himself  with  offering  the 
following  resdntion : 

Retdvtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  Alexakdkk 
Smtth,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  this  Howe  from 
the  State  of  Tirgiala. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted, 
and  Messrs.  McCot,  RoAms,  OumoEm,  Albx- 
ANDEB,  Taliafebbo,  Gobuos,  snd  Craig  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McOoT,  it  was  also 

Rttdlvtd,  imommoHtlsp,  That  the  members  of  tliia 
House  will  testify  tbeir  ^respect  for  the  memory  of 
ALiXAKDxa  SuTTH,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  1^ 
arm  for  the  rem^der  of  the  present  sesdoD. 

JUaolved,  uaanmouaty,  That  the  members  of  this 
House  wiU  attend  the  fiineral  of  the  late  ALiruutSB 
Bhtth,  this  day  at  twelve  o'cIogL 


Wkdnbbdat,  April  21. 

Itnpeaehment  of  Judge  Peeh—S^ori  t&« 
Judiciary  Committer. 

Hr.  Buchanan,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  tbe  Jndiciary,  rose,  and  addressed  the  House 
as  follows :  If,  said  he,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  been  left 
to  take  up  this  subject  simply  on  the  report  of 
the  Jndiciary  Committee,  X  should  have  had, 
comparatively,  little  trouble.  My  task  would, 
in  that  cose,  have  been  only  to  refer,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  the  langaage  of  the  report  recom- 
mending the  impeachment,  and,  on  the  other, 
to  the  testimony,  to  show  that  it  was  saffi(»enc 
to  support  the  charge,  Bnt  Jndge  Peek  having 
seen  fit  to  introduce  an  extendve  and  ^borate 
defenoe,  it  has  become  my  dnty  to  investigate 
the  whole  case  more  at  large. 

I  need  not,  I  am  rare,  oespeak  tlie  candid 
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attention  of  the  oommittee  on  the  present  occa- 
Nm,  as  the  dearest  righta  of  the  people  of  onr 
conntrj,  on  the  one  side,  and,  on  the  other, 
those  of  a  citizen  occnpjiDg  a  high  and  respon- 
Hble  judicial  office,  are  deeply  concerned  in  the 
investigation.  Besides,  we  are  not  now  called 
upon  to  decide  in  a  purely  ex  parte  case,  as  the 
aecuaed  has  cron-ezamined  tiie  witneases  hefore 
the  Jndiciary  Oommittee,  and  has  presented  a 
defence  embracing  a  very  eUborate  argument, 
both  on  the  law  and  on  the  fact.  The  conse- 
quence of  this  interposition  of  the  Judge,  dionld 
it  not  infinence  the  committee  to  vote  against 
his  impeachment,  moet  be  to  cause  a  contrary 
decision  to  bear  more  heavily  against  himself. 
Thus  situated,  it  becomes  ns  all  to  look  well  to 
tiie  testimony. 

What  is  the  offence  charged }  It  is  illegal, 
arbitrary,  and  oppressive  conduct,  in  his  office 
as  a  judge,  towards  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  by  imprisoning  his  person,  and  depriv- 
ing him,  for  the  space  of  eighteen  months,  of 
the  exercise  of  hia  profes^n.  The  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  fulowing  former  precedents, 
^  not  tidnk  it  proper  to  reduce  the  diaige  to 
any  iipecMo  fhrm  in  th^  report  to  the  House ; 
bot  ito  true  character  is  what  I  have  just  stated. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  inquire  whether  this 
charge  is  snstamed  hy  the  testimony.  This  is 
a  question  which  each  gentleman  must  serionsly 
consider  for  himself.  I  Khali  endeavor  to  pre- 
sent the  m^rial  facts  in  as  dear  and  distinct  a 
manner  as  I  am  able. 

Intention,  in  every  criminal  charge,  is  neces- 
sary to  constitute  guilt.  Even  if  the  act  be 
plainly  ill^al,  the  committee  mnst  still  judge 
whether  it  proceeded  from  improper  fe^ings, 
and  sprung  from  a  bad  motive.  Poor  frul 
man  is  left  to  form  this  judgment  from  external 
eonduet  He  cannot  search  the  heart,  nor 
peoetatfe  the  springs  of  human  action.  Still, 
nowever,  he  has  these  general  principles  to 
guide  his  jn^ment,  derived  from  the  highest 
ai^ority :  "  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart 
the  mouth  speaketb ;  ^*  and  "  the  tree  is  known 
by  its  fruit."  in  addition  to  the  illegality 
of  the  action,  the  committee  shall  be  of  opin- 
ion that  the  testimony  manifests  the  existence 
of  an  evil  intention,  the  case  will  then  be  fully 
made  out  I  trust  I  am  one  of  the  last  men 
in  this  Honse,  or  in  this  country,  who  would 
nek,  in  the  remotest  manner,  to  interfere  with 
flte  eonstitntional  indepoidence  of  the  Judi- 
oiny.  I  know  that  it  is  the  great  bulwark  of 
onrr^bts  and  liberties;  and  this  Honse wUl 
Bsver  use  its  poww  of  imj>eaohment  as  a  means 
of  htfnnging  npon  an  institution  so  sacred.  But 
when  an  individual,  elevated  to  the  high  and 
req>onsible  rank  of  a  |udge,  forgetting  what  he 
owes  to  his  own  dignity,  to  his  coun^,  and  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  shall,  by  arbitrary 
and  oppressive  conduct,  prostrate  the  rights  of 
a  citizen  of  this  republic,  it  is  fit  and  proper 
tfaat  he  should  be  held  up  as  an  example,  and 
be  made  a  victim  to  the  offended  majwty  of 
flM  laws.   It  is  my  deliberate  oonvictum  that 
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sQch  has  been  the  conduct  of  Judge  Peck ;  and 
I  may  add,  that  similar  sentiments  were  held 
by  every  member  of  the  Jodioiary  Committee. 

It  was  with  the  utmost  relactance  that  we 
found  ourselves  compelled  to  arrive  at  such  a 
conclusion,  and  to  present  such  a  report  to  the 
House.  Throughout  all  the  stages  of  the  exam- 
ination, we  endeavored  to  divest  ourselves  of 
every  thing  like  feeling,  and  to  be  influenced 
Bx^j  by  a  T^ard  to  tiie  denumds  of  duty.  I 
shau  endeavor  to  do  so,  as  fiu>  as  possible,  upon 
the  present  occasion,  and  shall  now  proceed  to 
state  such  facts  as  the  evidence  before  the  com- 
mittee has  clearly  established.  Let  me  briefly 
refer  to  the  oririn  of  this  subject. 

On  the  26th  Hay,  1824,  Congress  passed  an 
act  enabling  claimants  of  land  in  Missouri,  un- 
der French  and  Spanish  grants  made  before 
Louisiana  passed  into  the  possession  of  the 
United  States,  to  apply  to  the  district  court  of 
Missoari  for  their  confirmation.  Mr.  Peck 
then  was,  and  still  is,  the  sole  judge  of  that 
court,  (hi  the  asd  Aiufust,  1824,  Antony  Sou- 
lard,  who  had  been  the  surveyor  general  of 
Upfwr  Lotiiuana,  before  the  ccMion,  presented 
for  confirmation  a  claim  to  10,000  arpents  of 
land,  the  consideration  for  which  consisted,  not 
in  money,  but  in  hia  services,  as  surveyor  gen- 
eral. The  clmm  was  peculiar  in  its  character, 
and  was  founded  on  special  circumstances  be- 
longing to  itself  alone.  The  quantity  of  land 
was  greater  than  that  of  the  concessions  usually 
granted  by  the  Spanish  Government  in  Louis- 
iana. Indeed,  the  entire  case  was  one  tui  gen- 
«ru ;  but  I  shall  not  fatigue  the  committee  by 
entering  into  its  peculiarities.  It  was  argued 
at  a  great  length  by  the  district  attorney,  (Mr. 
Bates,)  asusted  by  Mr.  Lucas,  on  tiie  part  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  by  Luke  E.  Lawless, 
the  present  complainant,  and  Colonel  Strother, 
on  behalf  of  Soiuard.  On  the  36th  December, 
1825,  the  Judge  pronounced  his  final  decree, 
and  gave  judgment  against  the  petitioner. 
Whereupon,  an  appeal  was  immediately  taken 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States — a 
circumstance  which  will  be  found  to  have  a 
material  bearing  on  the  case  now  before  the 
committee.  This  decree  was  drawn  out  at 
length,  and  places  his  deciMon  npon  grounds, 
where  the  Judge  ought  to  have  suffered  it  to 
remain.  This  concession,  acoording  to  the  de- 
cree, was  in  opposition  to  the  general  prind- 
ples  upcm  which  the  Spanish  authorities  had 
granted  land  in  Upper  Louisiana,  tmd  therefore 
oould  not  have  b«in  confirmed,  even  if  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  oountry  had  not  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  United  States.  Here  the  Judge 
ought  to  have  ^rmitted  the  matter  to  rest  until 
after  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States ;  and  if  he  had,  we  should  never 
have  heard  of  this  impeachment. 

It  ought  to  be  the  first  object  of  every  judge 
to  do  strict  and  impartial  justice ;  and  his  sec- 
ond, to  satisfy  the  public  that  strict  and  im- 

£artial  justice  has  been  done.  Judge  Peck 
ae  V  tlwt  a  great  number  of  these  land  claims, 
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under  various  circumstances,  derived  from 
Spanish  concessions,  must  come  before  him  for 
decision,  and  that  many  of  them  were  then  ac- 
taall;  pending  in  Lis  court.  It  was  natural  to 
suppose  that  the  population  of  the  countrr 
thas  sitaated  would  take  a  deep  interest  in  aU 
luB  dednons.  They  had  a  ri^t  to  eroect  a 
oool  and  deliberate  investiga^n  of  each  class 
of  these  claimes  and  that  the  Judge  would  ap- 
proach them  wit^  candor,  and  hold  the  scales  of 
justice  even  between  all  parties.  A  judge,  un- 
der irach  circmnstances,  shoold  be  pecoliarly 
cantions  and  prudent^  and,  above  all,  should 
never  prejudge  any  case.  He  ought  to  wait 
until  each  qnestion  is  fairly  brought  before 
him.  But  what  wasthe  coarse  of  Judge  Peckl 
Although  he  had  delivered  no  written  opinion 
in  the  case  of  Soolard,  but  had  confined  himself 
to  an  oral  explanation  of  the  reasons  of  his  de- 
cree, yet,  in  llarch,  1826,  more  than  three 
months  after  final  jnd^ent  had  been  rendered, 
he  carried  a  written  opinitm  to  the  editor  of 
the  IGsBonri  Bepnblican  at  St  Loni^  for  pub- 
lication. This  opinion  thus,  for  the  first  tune, 
came  before  the  pablicthroi^^apolitioalnews- 
"psper.  Let  it  he  remembered  that  this  is  not 
my  assertion ;  it  is  that  of  the  Judge  himself 
who,  in  his  defence,  uses  this  very  phrase,  when 
speaiung  of  that  newspaper.  Now,  I  ask,  was 
this  not  an  act  calculated  to  arouse  the  feelings 
of  all  that  namerons  class  of  persons  in  His- 
Bouri  who  are  interested  in  claims  of  this 
description  ?  What  must  have  been  their  feel- 
ings, when  they  saw  an  opinion  in  which  not 
only  the  case  of  Sonlard,  but  idl  possible  cases 
that  could  arise  under  these  Spanish  grants, 
were  settled  in  anticipation  agsuDst  the  claim- 
ants }  The  Jadge  at  once  deprived  ihem.  of  all 
hope.  ■  Notwit&tanding  his  opinion  decides 
that  the  Spanish  ordinance  of  1754  never  was 
in  force  in  Upper  Loaisiana,  he  proceeds  to  ex- 
amine minutely  the  terms  of  that  very  ordi- 
nance, and  decides  against  every  possible  claim 
which  could  have  arisen  onder  it,  had  it  been 
extended  to  that  province.  In  short,  he  tears 
np  by  the  roots  the  claims  of  all  persons  under 
grants  or  conceafflons  made  by  the  sub-delegate 
or  lieutenant  ^vemor  of  tipper  Louisiana. 
Now,  considering  the  existing  exdtement 
in  that  country  on  the  subject,  and  the  strong 
and  general  feeling  in  &vor  of  these  claims 
which  prev^  there,  what  most  you  think  d 
such  conduct?  Three  months  after  the  deci- 
sion of  the  cause,  and  after  it  had  been  removed 
from  his  court  by  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  he  makes  his  appearance 
in  this  manner,  in  a  political  newspaper,  and, 
to  repeat  a  phrase  for  which  I  have  been  no 
little  censured,  he  casta  a  fireband  into  the  oom- 
manity. 

Kr.  Lawless  was,  at  this  time,  counsel  for 
many  of  the  claimants;  and  what  was  his  con- 
dnott  Why,  sir,  he  pursues  a  course  with 
whioh  I  feel  I  never  should  have  been  content, 
nnder  similar  eircnmstanoes.  He  writes  an 
artitde,  merely  uiggesting  tbo  axon  of  £ict  and 


[AmL,  1880. 

doctrine  which  he  believed  were  oontuned  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Judge ;  an  article  whidi  I 
must  say,  considering  the'  character  of  this 
opinion,  was  humble,  tame,  and  submissive. 
£ven  the  Judge  himself  seems  to  have  h^m 
conscious  of  some  impropriety  in  his  own  con- 
duct. Hear  what  he  says  in  tiie  last  paragraph 
of  his  opinion : 

"  The  title  to  more  than  a  millioD,  perhaps  mil- 
lioas,of  acres  of  land  was  supposed  to  depend  apon 
the  decidoa  of  the  qaestions  which  have  been  eon- 
ridered ;  and  the  <q^ion  bavfaig  mainly  proceeded 
upon  a  view  which  had  not  been  taken  at  the  btr, 
and  having  been  extended  to  an  iaqoiry  into  the 
source  and  nature  of  the  Spanish  titles  to  lands  in 
Louioana,  and  to  an  inquirer  concerning  the  lavi 
under  which  those  titles  were  derived ;  and  the  de- 
cision of  most  of  the  points,  therefore,  having  pro- 
ceeded chiefly  upon  grounds  which  hMl  been  Kttfe 
or  not  at  aU  enmined  in  the  argument  of  the  cause, 
it  is  deemed  proper  to  remark  that  coonsel  wiQ  not 
be  excluded  from  again  stirring  any  of  the  points 
which  have  been  here  decided,  when  they  may 
hereafter  arise  in  any  other  cause." 

Thus,  sir,  you  perceive  that  the  Judge  him- 
self declares  that  he  bad  made  a  sweeping  deci- 
sion which  covers  the  whole  ground,  and  yet 
that  many  of  the  points  he  had  thus  settied  had 
not  even  been  mooted  at  the  bar;  and,  in  cod- 
^deration  that  they  had  thus  been  determined 
without  argument,  he  gives  public  notice  that 
they  might  be  re-examined  in  conrt. 

A  judge,  who  pays  a  proper  regard  to  his 
own  character  and  the  authority  of  his  own 
opinions,  will  never,  in  ddivering  thfm  to  tiie 
pnhlio,  throw  out  oUter  dieta  wuoh  might  em- 
barrass him  hereafter.  Bnt  here  Judge  Feck 
three  months  after  he  had  delivered  a  Terbal 
opinion  in  court,  in  the  case  of  Sonlard,  pnb- 
lishes  a  sort  of  general  commentary  on  the 
Spanish  law  as  applying  to  the  province  of 
Upper  Louisiana,  by  which  be  decides  against 
the  claimants  all  the  questions  whidi  could 
possibly  arise  under  Spanish  conceesions.  I  say 
all  the  questions,  and,  if  there  be  any  one  which 
he  has  not  virtnally  decided,  I  should  be  glad 
to  hear  what  it  is. 

Mr,  Lawless,  being  of  counsel  in  a  large 
number  of  these  cases,  publishes  In  fldotb^ 
newspaper,  tba  lUssonri  Advocate  and  St 
Lonis  Inquirer,  the  artide  signed  "  A  Citizen ; " 
and  as  this  publication  is  the  foundation  of  the 
alleged  contempt  fiw  whioh  he  was  so  severely 
pumshed,  I  shall  ask  that  it  may  be  read  by 
the  Clerk. 

[Here  the  article  signed  "A  Oitixen"  was 
read  accordingly.] 

Now,  sir,  the  Judge  has  spent  many  pages  in 
proving  that  these  strictures  of  Mr.  Lawless  are 
wilful  misrepresentations.  So  far  as  I  have  ex- 
amined the  subject,  I  think  that  the  decisions 
attributed  by  Mr.  Lawless  to  the  Judge  are  all 
to  be  found  in  the  opinion.  He  may  have  be^ 
mistaken  in  two  or  t^ree  instances.  But  I  siiall 
not  go  into  partioolars,  at  least  f<H-  tiie  present. 
This,  sir,  is  the  dull,  tame,  flat  artide  which 
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was  eonndered  so  flagrant  a  contempt  against 
the  court.   To  me  it  appears  to  have  been 
initten  aa  if  the  anthor  nad  throaghont  the 
fear  of  Judge  Peck  before  his  ^es.   I  do  not 
believe  there  is  a  man  in  this  House,  who,  in 
the  tike  circumstances,  would  have  written  so 
mild  and  bo  tame  an  article.   What  motive 
eonld  there  have  been  for  considering  this  pro- 
duction a  contemj^t  of  conrti   For  mj  soul  I 
ncTer  could  imapue,  (and  I  b^eve  I  am  as 
much  diqioaed  to  ezradse  charity  as  other  gen- 
tUmcB,)  BnhM  it  might  have  been  to  prevwit 
the  pnUie  from  disooMing  the  merits  of  the 
ojHiuoa  in  the  newBpu>erB.   Here  ia  a  judge 
who  Tohinteers  iu  a  public  journal  to  procltum 
hb  ftpinions  on  all  possible  points  of  Spanish 
land  law ;  a  lawyer,  feeling  a  deep  interest  in 
these  (^iniona,  ventures  to  set  up  his  own  judg- 
ment in  opposition  to  them;  and  for  this 
offence  the  Judge  fastens  upon  him,  as  if  re- 
solved to  make  him  an  example  to  all  others  in 
like  case  offending.   Accordingly,  on  the  third 
lIcHiday  of  April,  1826,  at  the  meeting  of  the 
court,  the  Judge,  having  taken  his  seat  upon 
the  bttKb,  inoduced  the  Missouri  AdTOcate, 
and  inquirea  if  any  person  present  knew  who 
was  die  editor  of  that  p^>er.   To  this  inquiry, 
wlueh  was  not  addressed  to  any  particular  per- 
son, Hr.  Lawless  answered  that  he  did;  and 
slated  it  was  St^hen  W.  Foreman.   Now  the 
Judge  must  have  known  the  name  of  the  editor 
fls  well  as  Mr.  Lawless..  He  resided  in  the  same 
town,  nsA  the  name  was  on  the  paper  itself, 
.  yet  he  called  upon  Mr.  Lawless  to  swear  to  the 
fact.  He  was  selected  from  all  the  bar  and  all 
the  l^rstandera,  and  required  to  make  this  affi- 
davit The  Judge  then  immediately  dictated  a 
rule  upon  Foreman,  commanding  mm  to  ^ow 
erase,  on  the  next  day,  at  11  o^ilock,  why  an 
attschment  dionld  not  issue  against  him  for 
pabhshin^  a  &be  statement  concerning  the  judi- 
cial dedsHm  in  the  case  of  Sonlard.   Sir,  when 
I  was  up  before,  I  expressed  the  opinion  that 
Jodge  Peck  had  made  his  case  worse  by  his 
cross-examination  of  the  witnesses.   From  all 
the  &ct8  elicited  by  that  cross-examination,  it 
tppem  that  the  Judge  had  one  object  i  n  his  eye 
from  the  origin  of  these  proceedings.   His  con- 
dart  shows  that  he  knew  Ur.  Lawless  to  be  the 
luthor  of  the  arlide.   He  had  the  victim  in 
his  view  from  the  very  commencement.  When 
Lawless  appeared  as  the  counsel  of  Foreman, 
the  iritnesses  declare  tiiat  the  Judge  treated 
Um  thioni^Bt  as  the  author  of  the  publioa- 
tioo;  that  his  numier  was  Tohement^  that  he 
wtfl  much  excited,  and  that  he  was  sometimes 
quite  rude.   Although  Lawless  appeared  only 
as  ooonsel,  the  Judge  constantly  adverted  to 
him  as  hfiag  himself  the  author,  employing 
mk  language  as  this :  "  Sir,  you  say  so  imd 
w,"  "  your  article  ttaies  such  and  such  things," 
"I  ten  you  what  yon  say  ia  false." 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  and  under  the 
may  vexatious  interruptions  which  he  expe- 
risDoed,  did  Mr.  I^wteas  say  or  do  any  thing 
*«Mi^,  in  the  alic^itest  degree,  to  canse 


[H.  or  R. 

offence  ?  Hot  at  all.  He  submitted  patiently 
to  the  strictures  of  the  conrt,  and  argued  ^e 
case  in  the  most  respectful  language.  He  en- 
deavored to  satisfy  the  Judge  ^at  his  opinion 
had  not  been  misrepresented,  and  that  the 
article  was  neither  contemptuous  nor  libellous ; 
and  that,  if  even  it  were  hbellous,  the  editor 
was  protected  from  summary  punishment  by 
the  guaranties  of  the  constitution.  Some  cases 
were  presented  to  the  court  to  sustidn  these 
positions.  All  his  pleas  were  overruled,  and 
the  Judge  was  about  to  pronounce  judgment. 
At  this  moment,  Mr.  Lawless,  discovering  that 
the  matter  was  likely  to  become  serious,  re- 
quested the  editor  to  give  up  his  name  as  the 
anthor  of  the  article,  wishing  himself  to  meet 
the  consequences.  No  sooner  was  this  done, 
than  the  Judge  issued  a  rule  on  Lawless,  return- 
able forthwith,  to  show  cause  why  an  attach- 
ment should  not  be  issued  against  him  for  con- 
tempt; and  also  why  he  shoald  not  be  sns- 
pended  fh)m  practice. 

The  witnesses  declare  that  the  feelings  of  the 
Jadffe  continued  to  rise  gradually  until  they 
reached  the  highest  point  of  exdtement.  The 
rule  against  the  printer  had  described  the  arti- 
cle signed  "  A  Citizen "  as  a  false  statement, 
tending  to  bring  odium  on  the  court,  and  im- 
pair the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  purity 
of  its  decisions.  Not  satisfied  with  this  descrip- 
tion, the  Judge  denounces  the  article  in  his  rule 
against  Lawless  as  containing  "  malicious  "  as 
well  as  false  statements,  and  ascribes  to  it  an 
"  intent  to  impair  the  public  confidence  in  the 
upright  intentions  of  the-  scud  court,  and  to 
bring  odium  upon  the  court;  and  especiEilly 
with  intent  to  impress  the  pnblio  mind,  and 
particularly  many  litigants  In  this  court,  that 
they  ue  not  to  eq^eot  joatioe  hi  the  causes  now 
pending  therein ;  and  with  intent,  fiuiher,  to 
awaken  hostile  and  angry  fMings  on  the  part 
of  the  said  litigants  against  the  said  conn,  in 
contempt  <tf  the  same  oonrt." 

Now,  who  but  one  blinded  by  his  passions 
could  have  g^ven  suoh  a  description  of  this  arti- 
cle ?  Ia  there  any  gentleman  within  the  sotmd 
of  my  voice,  who,  upon  reading  the  commen- 
tary, will  say  it  ia,  m  any  degree,  applicable ! 
Lawless  came  before  the  court  condemned  al- 
ready. When  his  counsel  attempted  to  prove 
that  the  article  was  not  a  contempt,  they  were 
told  tiiey  would  not  be  permitted  to  argue  that 
question.  The  Judge  would  not  hear  a  word 
upon  that  sul^ect  He  had  determined  it  to  be 
a  oontempV^i^^  his  will  was  the  law.  A  dti- 
zen  of  the  United  States  is  thus  brought  before 
a  judse  upon  a  criminal  chu^  involving  in  its 
pnni^ment  consequences  of  the  most  serious 
character,  and  the  lips  of  his  counsel  are  sealed 
upon  the  principal  point  of  his  defence.  Not 
being  permitted  to  present  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, they  argued  the  remuning  question  with 
great  abUity,  and  attempted  to  satisfy  the  court 
that,  even  admitting  the  artide  to  be  contempt- 
uous, it  should  be  tried  and  punished  in  a 
ferent  manner.  ^Hidrargamentswereallinvain. 
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Kow  comes  the  concluding  scene,  which,  to 
mj  view,  displays  the  evil  intention — the  im- 
proper motives  of  the  Judge,  in  the  clearest 
light.  He  was  nearly  blind,  and  unable  to  read 
the  article  himself.  At  hU  request,  it  was  read 
by  the  distriot  attorney,  paragraph  by  para- 

fraph,  and,  at  the  end  of  each,  uie  Jud^  made 
is  commentaries.  He  was  mnoh  ex<Hted,  bis 
manner  was  very  warm,  and  he  was  occupied 
two  or  three  hours  in  delivering  his  opinion. 
And  what  was  its  whole  tenor?  Instead  of 
the  calm,  dignified,  and  impartial  manner 
which  becomes  a  jnage  upon  all  occasions,  and 
particularly  when  he  himself  is  also  the  party, 
we  find  him  heated,  acrimonious,  and  severe. 
He  often  used  the  words  "  calumniator,"  "  con- 
temptuous," "slanderous,"  " libellous,"  as  ap- 
plied to  Mr.  Lawless  and  hia  article.  He  even 
forgot  himself  so  fiar  as  to  say  that  in  China  the 
house  of  such  a  calumniator  would  be  painted 
Uaok,  as  an  eridence  of  the  blackness  of  his 
lieart,  and  aa  a  warning  tJiat  the  whole  world 
might  avoid  him.  Thronj^oat,  Lawless  uttered 
not  a  word,  not  a  murmur,  in  reply.  At  length, 
aUe  to  endure  tiie  abuse  no  longer,  after  con- 
sulting his  friends,  he  rose,  and  left  the  court 
house. 

Had  yon,  Mr.  Ohurman,  been  a  member  of 
the  bar,  placed  in  the  situation  of  Mr.  Lawless, 
what  would  have  been  your  conduct  on  the  oc- 
casion? Could  you,  with  feelings  lacerated 
and  excited  to  firenzy,  have  sat  sUently  and  pa- 
tiently, and  heard  the  Jud^  for  two  or  three 
liours  uttering  every  odious  epithet  against  you, 
and  even  de^aring  that  in  China  your  hoase 
woold  be  painted  blacl^  as  an  emblem  of  the 
blackness  of  yonr  heart  f 

At  the  omidosion  of  iMs  scene,  Mr.  Lawless 
was  sent  for,  and  sentenced  to  be  committed  to 
prison  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  suspended 
from  the  practice  of  hia  profession  for  eigh- 
teen montits.  He  was  thus,  by  the  arbitrary 
mandate  of  the  Judge,  not  only  deprived  of  his 
personal  liberty,  bat  of  the  means  of  support- 
ing himself  and  his  family.  And  yet  we  are  to 
be  told  that  no  malice,  no  evil  intention,  dic- 
tated this  proceeding ;  that  the  only  motive  of 
the  Judge  was  to  preserve  the  administration 
of  justice  from  contempt.  I  have  stated  the 
facts,  and  shall  leave  every  gentieman  to  draw 
Ilia  own  eondtudras. 

I  admit  that  we  ought  not  to  impeach  a  judge 
simply  because  his  conduct  has  been  iUegal. 
All  must  agree  that  this  may  be  the  case,  and 
yet  be  may  not  deserve  panishment.  But  il- 
legal and  oppressive  proceeding  accompanied 
by  violence  of  manner,  by  passion,  and  by  the 
appearance  of  revenge,  present  a  very  different 
case,  and  give  birth  to  very  different  condu- 

^ODS. 

I  shall  not  at  present  permit  myself  to  be 
drawn  into  a  particular  examination  of  the 
cases  cited  by  the  Judge.  His  case  stands 
alone.  So  contempt  wnatever  exists  in  the 
article.  It  is  the  mere  ^iidon  of  a  lawyer 
against  that  of  a  Judge.  Irom  the  rev61nli<m 
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in  England  until  this  day,  no  case  can  be  cited 
which  bears  any  parallel  to  the  present.  If 
there  be  such  a  one  on  record  in  t£at  country, 
I  hope  it  may  be  produced. 

Here  I  might,  and  perhaps  ought  to  conclude 
my  ronarks,  but  it  seons  propw  and  reqMB^fdl 
to  tbe  committee  that  I  shonld  state  what  I  be- 
lieve to  be  the  law  in  regard  to  c<mtempts  of 
court  In  England,  there  are  two  kinds  at  ww^ 
contempts ;  the  one  direct,  the  other  oonstroo- 
tive.  From  necessity,  the  power  to  poanish 
direct  contempts  in  a  snmmary  manner  mnat 
exist  in  every  court  of  justice.  Without  such  a 
power,  they  could  not  proceed  with  their  bua- 
ness.  In  its  exercise,  this  power  is  generally 
confined  to  cases  of  oflSdal  misoonduct  in  tiie 
officers  of  the  court,  to  the  disobedience  of  par- 
ties, jurors,  and  witnesses,  to  its  lawfbl  woers 
and  process,  and  to  misbehavior  in  the  face  of 
the  court,  tending  to  obstruct  the  administra- 
tion of  justice.  If  a  witneas  shall  wilfully  dia- 
obey  a  subptena,  the  court  from  which  it  is- 
sued, must,  in  the  nature  d  thin^  possess  the 
summary  power  of  compelling  his  attendance, 
and  punishing  him  for  oontempl  by  attach- 
ment. So,  if  a  sheriff  refhse  to  obey  an  order 
of  court,  necessity  requires  the  exenase  of  a 
similar  power.  If  a  bystander  will  violate 
order  and  interrupt  the  conrt  whilst  transacting 
the  business  of  the  country,  self-preservation 
demands  that  it  should  possess  the  power  of 
summarily  punishing  such  an  offender.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  have  de- 
cided that  an  attempt  to  bribe  a  member  of  this 
House,  although  the  offer  were  made  in  a  letter 
written  at  a  distance,  is  a  direct  contempt  of 
its  authority,  and 'may  be  punished  by  the 
House  with  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Constmctive  contempts  are,  in  their  nature, 
of  a  very  different  character,  and,  under  a  tree 
Government,  will  ever  be  viewed  with  jealousy 
and  suspicion.  The  trial  of  sach  contempts,  in 
a  summary  manner,  deprives  the  acciued  of  the 
protection  of  a  grand  and  of  a  petit  jury,  and 
often  constitutes  the  injured  party  both  the 
judge  and  the  avenger  uf  nis  own  wrong*.  The 
judge,  when  the  object  of  the  oontoupt,  be- 
comes  himself  tiie  accuser,  tries  the  offence, 
and  punishes  the  offender  at  his  own  arbitrary 
discretion,  with  as  heavy  a  fine  and  as  long  an 
imprisonment  as  he  may  think  pn^>er.  Is  not 
this  a  power  in  its  natnre  renting  to  every 
freeman?  Judges  do  not  eease  to  be  men 
when  elevated  to  the  bench.  They  are  atill  bat 
frail  human  creatures.  Is  it  not  then  a  dan- 
gerous, a  tremendous  power  to  make  any  man 
the  judge  in  his  own  cause  of  a  contempt  oom- 
.mitted  a^nst  himself,  and  under  excited  feel- 
ings to  limit  him,  in  the  measure  of  the  pun- 
ishment, only  by  his  own  mercy  and  his  own 
sense  of  justice?  Arbitrary  discretion  thus 
takes  the  place  of  positive  law. 

I  shall  not  afSrm  that  no  case  exists  in  which 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  ought  to  possess 
the  power  of  puniriiing  summarily  for  construc- 
tive oontempta.    I  can  otauwiTe  but  of  <Mie; 
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and  then  this  power,  if  it  exists,  is  conferred 
vpoa  the  jadge,  not  to  enable  him  to  avenge 
his  own  wrongs,  real  or  imaginary,  but  to  pre- 
▼wb  injostioe  between  the  parties  to  a  canse 
actually  pending  in  conrt.  Ii^  whilst  a  canse  is 
depending,  porticnlarly  a  case  to  be  determined 
by  a  jnry,  aa  inflamniatory  publication  should 
M IBM0  in  the  newsp^r,  toadiing  the  ques- 
tion to  be  decided,  oalcomed  to  public 
leeli^  in  &tw  of  the  one  party,  or  prejudice 
it  Bgatoat  the  other,  the  oonrt  may  posnbly, 
under  mch  oircumstancea,  inflict  summary  ins- 
tiee  upon  the  author.  If  snch  a  power  does 
ej3st  in  this  oountry,  it  is  the  utmost  limit. 
Bat  whether  it  exists  or  not,  if  such  had  been 
the  eircomstancea  of  the  case  now  before 
the  committee,  I  should  hare  been  the  last 
nan  in  tlus  Honse  to  reoommend  an  impeach- 
menL 

In  Pennflylvania,  where  the  courts  are  as 
much  respected  as  in  any  other  State  of  the 
UniOD,  even  this  power  has  always  been  de- 
nied; uul,  in  1809,  the  Legislature  of  that 
^■te  passed  an  act,  declaring  that  no  publica- 
tion out  of  oonrt,  even  concerning  a  canse  de- 
pendii^  ahoold  be  construed  into  a  contempt, 
■o  as  to  reader  the  offender  liable  to  attach- 
ment  and  summary  punishment.  They  thought 
it  most  expedient  to  leave  the  party  who  deem- 
ed huoiself  injured,  to  proceed  by  indictment  or 
action  at  Law  to  obtain  his  redress.  I  have 
never  known  the  least  inconvenience  to  arise 
from  ti^  lepdative  enactment. 

Long  before  this  act  had  passed,  the  exercise 
of  tlus  Bummary  power  by  the  conrts  of  that 
State,  in  the  case  of  A  Ut  pendent,  had  been 
made  the  sabjeot  of  legislative  Investkation 
and  impeachment  The  case  of  Osw^  oo- 
emred  in  1^8;  and  althoogh  be  had  been 
fined  and  imprisoned  for  the  pablication  of  a 
most  inflammatory  article  in  relation  to  a  canse 
then  actually  depending  before  the  Supreme 
Goort  of  Pennsylvania,  the  conduct  of  the 
jndges  became  the  subject  of  a  most  serious  in- 
ve^igation  by  the  L^islature.  In  the  case  of 
the  Commonwealth  vs.  Fassmore,  which  oo- 
corred  in  180^  although  he  had  been  the  au- 
thor of  a  pablication  which  on  its  face  was 
clearly  intended  seriously  to  injure  the  charac- 
tn  of  one  of  the  parties  to  a  canse  depending 
ia  rdalion  to  that  very  case,  the  Judges  of  the 
Sopraue  Court  were  {mpeached,  and  were 
within  three  votes  of  bdng  convicted  hy  a  ma- 
jority of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  for  fining 
and  imprisoning  him  in  a  summary  manner  for 
tfais  dieted  contempt.  Although  no  man  can 
read  that  pabUcatioa  without  at  once  pro- 
Doimctag  it  a  direct  attempt  to  interfere  with 
the  daa  conrse  of  justice,  yet  thirteen  out  of 
twenty-foar  Senators  believed  the  sentence  of 
the  conrt  to  have  been  an  illegal,  arbitrary,  and 
aneoostitutional  exercise  of  power,  for  which 
the  jodges  onght  to  have  been  deprived  of  their 
t^Seat.  These  cases,  I  presume,  produced  the 
act  of  1800.  From  its  language  it  does  not 
appear  the  Legislature  entertained  the  most  re 
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mote  idea  that  any  jndge,  when  the  cause  was 
no  longer  pending,  and  after  final  judgment  had 
been  rendered,  would  attempt,  as  Judge  Peck 
has  done,  to  pnnish  in  a  summary  manner  any 
citizen  who  might  think  proper  to  comment 
upon  the  opinion  which  had  been  delivered. 
What  is  the  question  which  Judge  Peck  has 
attempted  to  raise  in  his  defence  ?  Althoneh  I 
deny  that  mj  foots  exist  in  this  case  out  of  which 
Booh  a  qneation  can  aris^  yet  it  may  be  well 
to  consider  the  nature  of  uie  power  which  he 
contends  belongs  to  the  Judiciary.  I  never  did 
'  expect  to  hear  it  seriously  and  gravely  asserted, 
by  a  judge  of  the  tTnited  States,  before  this 
House,  that,  if  a  libel  were  published  against 
him  affectii^  his  jndicial  character  in  rdLation 
to  an  opinion  which  he  had  delivered  upon  the 
final  decision  of  a  catse,  he  could,  in  a  sum- 
mary manner,  try  and  pnnish  the  offence  ac- 
cording to  his  own  discretion.  If  such  a  power 
exists  in  any  case  of  libel,  it  is  for  the  purpose 
of  securingjustice  to  the  parties  in  a  cause  de- 
pending. When  the  canse  is  deraded,  the  Jndse, 
in  relation  to  it,  is  placed  in  the  same  sitaation 
with  any  other  public  officer,  and  must  suffer 
the  fate  to  which  we  are  all  subjected.  H  he 
feels  that  his  general  conduct  and  character  are 
not  a  sufficient  defence  f^^nst  attacks  of  the 
press,  like  every  other  citizen,  he  most  seek  re- 
dress by  instituting  a  public  prosecution  or  a 
private  action.  In  such  a  case,  he  possess^  no 
peculiar  priril^s.  He  cannot  become  the 
judge  in  his  own  canse.  Will  it  be  contended 
upon  this  floor  that  such  an  arbitrary  and  un- 
constitutional power  exists  in  the  judges  ?  That 
they,  in  this  respect,  stand  npon  a  different 
footing  ttom  all  other  public  men?  Why 
should  they  be  made  the  judges  of  such  iqjotiea 
u;ain8t  themselves,  more  thtm  the  Presidmt  of 
the  United  States,  the  members  of  this  Honse, 
or  any  other  high  officer  of  the  Government  9 
What,  sirt  after  a  judge  has  committed  his 
final  opinion  to  the  world,  upon  a  great  consti- 
tutional question — a  question  in  which  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  may  be  deeply 
involved,  must  the  citizen  who  attacks  its  doc- 
trines, even  in  inflammatory  languid  do  it 
under  the  penalty  of  being  fined  and  imprisoned 
at  the  arbitrary  will  and  pleasure  of  the  au- 
tiiorV  If  such  be  the  law,  woe  be  to  the  man 
who  shall  be  bold  enongh  to  hazard  a  firee  com- 
mentary npon  any  opinion  of  a  tyrannical  judge. 
Had  this  doctrine  been  established  ten  years 
ago,  the  distinguished  individual  who  is  now, 
and  I  hope  may  long  continue  to  be,  the  Chief 
Jturtlce  of  the  United  States,  if  the  will  had  not 
been  wanting,  mi^ht  have  imprisoned  many  of 
the  most  distingnished  patriot  of  the  country, 
for  severe  strictures  on  his  constitutional  de- 
cisions. 

It  may  be  worthy  of  remark,  that,  if  this  for- 
midable power  does  exist  in  the  judiciary,  it  ex- 
ists without  appeal.  The  principle  is  well  set- 
tled, that  in  coses  of  commitment  for  contempt 
the  injured  -party  has  no  redress.  He  must  en- 
dnre  the  penal^,  without  the  possibility  of 
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having  bis  case  reviewed  by  my  other  judioial 
tribnnaL 

One  might  abnost  suppose,  from  what  has 
transpired  in  this  case,  that  Judge  Feck  had  for- 
gotten that  there  was  an  American  revolution  in 
1776,  and  that  the  federal  constitution  has  guar- 
antied to  citizens  of  the  United  States  some 
rights  which  are  not  possessed  by  the  subjects 
of  the  Crown  of  England.  There  was  a  portion 
of  his  cross-examination  of  the  witnesses  of  so 
strange  a  character  that  I  could  not,  at  the 
tome,  eoncdve  what  was  his  ol^eot  I  shall 
read  a  few  of  his  qoesdons,  with  the  answers 
of  the  witnesaes.  He  asked,  "  Was  it  insisted 
hi  the  ailment  that  the  liberty  of  the  dtizen, 
of  speech,  and  of  the  press,  would  be  violated 
by  the  proceeding  contemplated  by  the  role?" 
A.  "  It  was."  "Was  it  inmsted  that  the  con- 
stitution, and  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  were 
also  violated."  A.  "It  was."  "Wasthepro- 
ceediug  represented  to  l>e  incompatible  with 
the  genius  of  our  Govenuneat  ?"  A.  "  I  be- 
lieve it  was."  His  defence  has  cast  some  light 
upon  the  object  of  these  questions.  However 
stnmge  it  may  appear,  it  seems  he  was  desirous 
of  casting  even  a  darker  shade  upon  his  con- 
duct, that  it  might  more  Dearly  reaemble  some 
Eii^h  weoedents,  in  which  he  allwes  the  lib- 
erty  of  the  dtizen,  of  speeoh,  and  of  tiie  press, 
■ad  the  right  of  trial  oy  jury,  had  been  inter- 
posed to  wicdd  the  aocosed,  aud  interposed  in 
Tun.   Let  him  spetk  for  bimaelt   He  says — 

"In  the  present  iustance, althoagh  Ae petitioner, 
Hr.  Lawless,  hu  attempted  to  give  sokm^ty  to  bis 
complaiat,  by  representing  the  freedom  of  the  press, 
the  r^t  of  trial  by  jary,  and  the  liberty  of  the 
American  citizen,  to  have  been  vjolated  in  bis  per- 
son, in  the  summary  punUbmeot  for  a  contempt  of 
court,  iofiicted  on  him,  yet  your  memorialist  has  oo 
fear  of  satisfying  thla  honorable  House,  if  an  oi^r- 
taoity  shall  be  afforded  him,  that  these  are  the  trite 
topics  continually  resorted  to,  and  resorted  to  in 
vain,  in  Great  Britain,  whenever  the  courts  of  that 
country  have  found  it  necessary  to  punish  summarily 
a  ccmtempt.'* 

Heaven  forbid  that  these  topics  should  ever 
become  trite  in  the  United  States  I  that  they 
should  ever  lose  their  protecting  energy  I 

It  is,  I  believe,  admitted,  at  this  day,  by  all 
classes  of  politicians,  that  the  sedition  law  was 
nnconstitutional.  What  was  the  argument  in 
favor  of  that  measure  1  The  Federal  Grovem- 
ment,  sud  its  advocates,  most  necessarily  pos- 
sess the  incidental  power  of  protecting  itself 
i^^nst  mslidous  libels;  an  argument  much 
stronger  when  applied  to  that  Government, 
&e  two  Houses  of  Oongress,  and  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  than  to  Judge  Peck.  Yet 
he,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  his  judicial 
dignity,  claims  a  power  which  Oongress  eoold 
not  confer  upon  him.  If  yon  were  to  pass  an 
act  to-morrow,  authorizing  the  Jndge  to  try  and 
punish  libels,  in  cases  between  third  persons,  it 
wonld  be  a  dead  letter  on  the  statute  book,  on 
acootmt  of  its  repugnance  to  the  o(MutitQtion. 
But  yet  he  olalms  tM  power  of  trying  and  pnn- 
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ishing  such  offences,  even  where  he  himself  is 
the  party.  The  sedition  law  was  moderation 
itsoli,  compared  with  this  claim.  Under  its 
provLuons  the  accused  was  entitled  to  the  ben- 
^t  of  a  grand  and  petit  jury,  and  had  an  op- 
portunity of  confronting  the  witnesses  agaiust 
him,  face  to  face.  In  the  case  now  before  the 
committee,  Judge  Peck  combined  in  his  own 
person  the  offices  of  the  prosecutor,  the  grand 
jnry,  the  petit  jury,  and  the  judge;  and  he 

ftunished,  aocording  to  his  own  discretion,  the 
ibel  committed  against  himsd£  In  such  a 
proceeding  it  is  not  wonderful  that  the  guar- 
anties of  the  constitution,  however  atnmg  their 
language,  should  have  beien  resorted  to  in  vtin. 
The  constitution  declares  that  Congress  shall 
make  no  laws  abridging  the  freedom  of  the 
press ;  but  Judge  Peck  punishes  the  exercise  of 
this  freedom  even  when  he  himself  is  the  party. 
Sbonld  the  committee  sanction  these  prindples, 
the  Judge  will  indeed  have  established  that  the 
constitution,  the  right  of  trial  by  jnry,  and  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  are  nothing  better  than  trite 
topics.   Keed  I  urge  this  argument  furtherf 

On  -this  floor  it  is  scarce  necessary  to  refer  to 
the  English  law  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
what  libels  are  considered  contempts  of  eoort 
in  that  oountry.  I  have  exanuned  all  the  Eog- 
lish  authorities  to  irhich  I  had  access,  and  I 
have  not  been  able  to  find  a  single  case  in 
which  tb^  courts  have  summarily  punished  a 
libel,  except  in  causes  actually  depending. 
Although  the  language  of  Blackstone  and  Lord 
Hardwicke  is  snifficientiy  general  to  embrace 
other  cases,  I  doubt  exceedingly  whether  one 
can  be  found  in  the  books,  where  the  doctrine 
was  applied  in  practice  after  the  cause  bad 
been  dedded. 

From  the  very  first  sentence  of  the  opinion 
of  the  Tennessee  court  in  the  case  of  Derby  it 
appears  that  there  was  a  cause  pending.  What 
was  the  pwtioular  character  <^  that  ocHitempt  is 
not  stated  in  the  opinion ;  aud  thus  we  are  kA 
wholly  in  the  dark  in  ref^ard  to  its  merits. 

It  is  hardly  neoessaiT  to  remind  the  oommit- 
tee  that  I  have  been  aiding  the  qnestion  as  if 
the  publication  of  Mr.  LawIcss  bad  been  libel- 
lous agfunst  the  Judge,  instead  of  being  the  tame 
and  respectful  article  signed  "A  Citizen." 

I  have  now  said  all  that  I  deem  necesssiy.  I 
have  spoken  with  great  pain  to  myself  and  I 
fear  to  the  committed  also.  Indeed,  I  have  been 
scarcely  able  to  proceed  at  all,  as  you  must  have 
perceived.  Under  these  circumstances  I  fe^ 
much  indebted  to  the  committee  tor  th«r  at- 
tention. 

Jtr.  B.  oonelnded  by  submitting  the  resola- 
tion  wfaioh  had  been  reported  by  the  Coouoit- 
tee  on  the  ixuUsSarj. 


SATunDAT,  April  5(4. 
Judge  Peek. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  0<Hnmib> 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unioo,  Kr. 
Wnoi  in  the  ehair. 
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3fr.  BvBon  q>oke  at  Imgth  against  the  orig- 
inal K0olvtKxi.  He  oocnpied  the  floor  tor 
kboot  two  hours. 

Vi.  yfuaasm  spoke  in  repl;',  and  in  defence 
of  the  oouree  pursned  by  the  Oommittoe  on  the 
Jadiciarj. 

The  amendment  offered  hj  Kr.  Etkbbtt  was 
D^^ved. 

The  reeolation  offered  hj  the  chairmui  of 
the  committee  was  agreed  to — ^yeas  118. 

The  committee  then  roee,  and  reported  the 
Ksolatioa. 

Hr.  BvutusAX  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
m  KmouTwoe  in  the  resolntion ;  wMoh  were 
ordered. 

Kr.  Frtd  then  mored  a  call  of  the  House ; 
vhidi  waa  rettased. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ooncarring 
with  the  committee  in  the  resolation,  and  car- 
ried ia  the  affirmative. 

Tus. — ^UeSBTs.  Alexftoder,  Allen,  Alston,  Ander- 
•os,  Aroher,  Armstrong  Barnwell,  Barringer,  Beek- 
mm,  Bkir  of  Sonth  CaroUns,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst, 
Bonldin,  Brodbead,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Gaboon,  Cam- 
breleng,  Campbell,  Canon,  Chandler,  Chilton,  Clai- 
borne, Coke,  Coleman,  Conner,  Cowles,  Craig  of  New 
Toik,  Crwg  of  Virginia,  Crawford,  Crocheron,  Dan- 
iel, ^venport,  Daris  of  Soath  Carolina,  Deberry, 
Seiuy,  Doha,  De  Witt,  Doddridge  Drayton,  Bad- 
lej,  bM^  EllBWOTtb,  ETans  of  Hdne,  Eraos  of  Feon- 
■fbuda,  nndlay,  Finch,  Forward,  Foster,  Fry, 
Gttdier,  GBmore,  Gordon,  Hall,  Halsey,  Hammons, 
Harrej,  Haynes,  Hinds,  Hodges,  Howard,  Hubbard, 
Ihrie,  Isicks,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  John- 
eon  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kincaid,  Xing  of  New 
Tork,  Lunar,  Lea,  Lecompte,  Letoher,  Leiris,  Loyall, 
Lyon,  Muee,  Uazwell  of  New  York,  Ibxwell  of 
Tirginta,  McCreery, ,  McDuGBe,  Uclntlre,  Mitchell, 
Honell,  Mohlenberg,  Nnckolls,  Overton,  Folk,  Pot- 
ter, Powers,  Banuey,  lUohardson,  Koane,  Russel, 
Bcott,  Siepperd,  Shields,  Serames,  Smith,  Speight, 
Bpsneer  of  New  York,  Spencer  of  Uaryland,  Spngg, 
SMrinre,  Storrs  of  New  Tork,  Swift,  Taliaferro, 
Tat,noniBon  of  Geor^  Thomson  of  OUo,  Trei- 
nnt,  Tndcer,  Yerplanck,  WasUngtm,  Weeks, 
White  of  New  Tork,  White  of  Looiduia,  WiekliSe, 
ViUe,  WiDMte,  Tancey— 1 28. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Ajigel,  Arnold,  Bailey,  Barber, 
Baidey,  Batea,  Bell,  Blair  of  Tennessee,  Surges, 
Bobnan,  Clay,  Clark,  Coodiot,  Cooper,  Crane, 
CrdgfatOD,  Crownioshield,  DaTis  of  Uassachusetts, 
Ihrigbt,  Ererett  of  Termont,  Everett  of  Ifsssschu- 
Ktti,  Gorham,  Grennell,  Hawkins,  Huriies,  Hunt, 
Hontington,  Kennon,  Uartindale,  McCoy,  Miller, 
Peaiee,  Pettis,  I^erson,  Reed,  Bose,  SiU,  Stanberry, 
Sundifer,  Stephens,  Storrs  of  Conoocticnt,  SuUier- 
Ind,  Swann,  Taylor,  Tance,  Tintou,  WUttlsBey, 
Williams,  Toong-— 19. 

So  the  resolatton  was  adopted. 
On  motion  of  Ifr.  Buoiumas^ 

Ordmd,  That  be  appointed  a  oommit- 

tee  to  go  to  the  Senate,  and  at  the  bar  thereof,  in 
the  name  of  the  House  of  Representatires,  and  of 
■II  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  impeach 
Jbms  VL  Pe<^  Jndge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
Usitcd  States  for  the  district  of  Hissoari,  of  high 
ansdenusBon  In  office ;  and  aeqnsiDt  the  Senate 
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that  the  Home  of  Representatives  will  in  due  time 
exhibit  particular  articles  of  impeachment  against 
him,  and  make  good  the  same ;  and  that  the  Senate 
be  requested  to  make  order  for  the  appearance  of 
the  said  James  H.  Peck,  to  make  answer  to  the 
same. 

The  committee  was  ordered  to  consist  ^f  two 
members. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  Stobbs,  it  was 

Jtetolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  report  to  this  House  articles  of  impeach- 
ment against  James  H.  Feck,  district  judge  for  the 
State  of  Uisaouri,  for  misdemeanors  in  his  said  office. 

The  ooDunittee  was  ordend  to  connat  of  five. 


HrarDAT,  April  26. 
MayniUe  Soad  Sill 

"Mr.  Lktohke,  of  Kentncky,  moved  that  the 
committee  take  np  the  bill  aathoriziDg  a  snb- 
Bcription  on  the  part  of  the  GoyeromeDt  to  the 
stock  of  the  Maysville  and  Lexington  Turnpike 
road ;  which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was 
aooordii^y  read. 

He  said  he  did  not  at  present  intend  to  do 
more  than  to  offer,  for  the  information  of  the 
House,  a  very  brief  statement  of  facts  connected 
with  this  application  to  Congress.  The  L^s- 
latore  of  tiie  State  Kentn^,  (s^d  he,)  by  a 
well-drawn  and  well-gaarded  duirter,  have  in- 
corporated a  company  to  construct  the  road  re- 
ferred to  in  the  bill  just  read,  under  the  name 
of  '*  the  Maysville,  Washington.  Paris,  and  Lex- 
ington Turnpike  Company.''  The  subject  is  one 
of  very  great  solicitude  in  the  State,  and  more 
particularly  in  that  interesting  portion  of  it 
through  whidi  the  road  is  to  run.  The  atten- 
tion <«  the  General  Goremment  has  lon|;  since 
been  drawn  to  the  importance  and  ntilibr  of 
this  great  highway ;  and  under  its  immediate 
dlre^on,  skufnl  engineers,  in  the  year  1827, 
made  a  survey  ftom  ZanesviUe,  in  Ohio,  to 
Florence,  in  Alabama,  including  that  portion  of 
it  over  which  the  contemplate  road  is  to  be 
made.  The  report  of  the  engineers,  sir,  is  now 
before  me — it  is  made  out  with  great  care,  en- 
ters minutely  into  details,  and^  upon  examina- 
tion, will,  I  trust,  be  found  entirely  satisfactory 
and  accurate. 

I  will  add  only  a  word  or  two  to  show  the 
great  importance  of  the  road,  and  to  prove, 
that,  by  granting  the  subscnpUon  of  stook 
asked  nvr,  the  Government  will  not  expose  it- 
self ^ther  to  loss  or  ii^ury,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, will  bo  hi^y  benefited. 

Ij^ysviUe  is  a  flourishing  and  growing  vil- 
lage on  the  south  side  of  the  Ohio  Biver,  about 
sixty  miles  above  Ginoinnati.  It  is  already  a 
point  of  considerable  commeroial  consequence, 
and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  increase  rapidly, 
both  in  wealth  and  commerce.  It  is  justly  con- 
sidered  the  great  depot  of  the  Kentucky  mer- 
ohanta  who  trade  to  the  East.  From  that  point 
an  immense  gnantitr  of  merohandiae,  as  well 
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as  other  articles,  is  ocoiTeyed  through  various 
portions  of  the  Btate. 

The  road  designed  to  be  improved  is  intend- 
ed to  intersect  t^e  great  national  road  in  the 
State  of  Ohio.  It  connects  itself  also  on  each 
mde  with  the  Ohio  Biver.  These  two  connec- 
tions most  certainly  and  jostlj  entitle  it  to 
the  appellation  of  a  national  work.  Its  pres- 
ent condition  is  too  bad  to  be  particnlarlj  de- 
scribed, probably  the  very  worst  in  the  United 
States,  while  at  the  same  time  it  is  more  trav- 
elled, in  proportion  to  the  population  of  the 
ooontry,  than  any  other  section  of  the  West.  The 
fSftdlity  wit^  which  it  can  be  constmcted,  and 
the  small  expense  compared  with  the  great 
braiefit  to  the  coontry,  recommend  in  the 
strongest  manner  the  proposition  to  take  sto^ 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Hoose. 
The  hill  is  well  gnarded.  The  subscription  now 
asked,  is  not  to  be  advanced  until  enough  has 
been  actually  p^d  by  individuals  and  the  State, 
to  equal  the  amount  paid  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. The  sum  reserved  to  individuals  has  all 
been  subscribed,  amounting  to  seventy-five  thou- 
sand dollara,  and  the  State  of  Eentatucy  has  sab- 
scribed  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  more;  both 
these  soma  are  to  be  fiilly  paid  before  the  snb- 
Boiption  <tf  the  United  States  is  to  be  demand- 
ed. To  illostrate  the  hnpwtanoe  of  this  road, 
I  have  a  few  strong  fiusts  to  lay  before  the 
Honse.  The  oompany  hired  a  man  during  one 
month,  to  reoiva  Uie  number  of  perscois, 
wagons,  horses,  catUe,  dec,  which  passed  over 
the  road ;  and  tiie  average  for  a  day,  derived 
from  this  record,  amounts  to  three  hondred  and 
fifty-one  persons,  thirty-three  carriages,  and 
fifty-one  wagons. 

I  hold  the  document  in  my  hand,  subject  to 
the  inspection  of  any  gentleman  who  may 
desire  to  examine  it 

There  is  no  intention  to  induce  the  Honse  to 
Bubsoribe  to  a  mere  neif^borhood  rood.  The 
oalcnlation  above  footed  must  convince  eveiy 
gentleman  that  this  is  a  road  great^  travelled 
— that  it  is  both  useftU  and  used.  And  while 
the  dd  of  Qoverament  will  pat  it  in  a  good 
condition,  the  Government  will  not  lose  a  dol- 
lar by  its  beneficent  operation.  It  is  ^own  to 
many  geutlemen  on  this  floor,  that  the  road  is 
one  of  the  worst  iu  all  our  coontry.  In  the 
winter  it  is  almost  impassable,  owing  to  the 
depth  of  the  soil,  which  readily  forms  deep 
mud  holes.  Sucb  is  the  difficulty  of  getting 
along,  that  the  wagoners  have  sometimes  to 
Join  themsdves  in  gangs  to  lend  each  other  as- 
sistance. Double  teams  are  often  hitched  to 
the  same  wagon ;  and  not  nnfrequently  they 
become  so  deeply  mired,  tiiat  the  neighbors 
have  to  tarn  out  to  ud  the  teunsters ;  and  in 
winter  it  often  happened,  after  sticking  in  the 
mire,  that  they  are  frozen  up  entirely.  The 
same  state  of  things  exists  in  reference  to  the 
miul ;  and  a  great  saving  will  be  effected  by  the 
Oovemment,  both  as  to  time  and  expense  in 
its  transportation.  Shonld  tbe  road  be  prop- 
erly made^  the  saving  on  Has  head  alone  nvl 


more  than  compensate  you,  even  if  the  money 
was  given,  instead  of  subscribed.  I  promise^ 
sir,  to  be  very  brief ;  I  trust  I  have  falfilled 
that  promise.  Whilst  I  do  not  dedre  or  antici- 
pate any  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  bfllf 
yet  I  hold  myself  ready  now,  and  at  all  times, 
to  defend  it,  shonld  any  be  offered. 

Mr.  FosTBE,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill.  He  could  not 
bat  feel  surprised  at  the  confidence  expressed  br 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Xetcbkb,} 
that  the  bill  would  meet  with  no  oppodtitHi ; 
Ibis  surprise  was  only  equalled  by  toat  which 
he  felt  at  the  support  which  the  Committee  on 
Koads  and  Oanals  had  f^yea  to  the  proposed 
measure  by  even  reportmg  the  bill.  But  the 
gentleman  tells  ns  this  is  a  national  road — and 
what  are  the  evidences  of  its  natiooali^  I 
Why,  forsooth,  that  immense  numbers  of 
horses,  wagons,  tbc.,  travel  it,  and  that  in  cer- 
tain seasons  of  the  year  it  is  almost  impassable. 
Really,  sir,  (sud  Mr.  F.,)  if  these  are  the  char- 
acteristics of  a  national  road,  our  country 
aboands  vith  them ;  there  is  scarcely  a  market 
road  in  Georgia  or  Carolina,  which  might  not, 
with  great  propriety,  cldm  the  dlsundion. 
But  lb*.  F.  was  too  modi  indisposed  to  enter 
into  a  discnsmon  0{  the  merits  tbe  hill,  and 
was  satisfied  with  having  drawn  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  it. 

Mr.  Hatsbs  inquired  whether  any  survey  of 
this  road  had  been  made  by  the  United  States 
engineers ;  or  whether  the  Honse  was  to  tidce 
the  statement  of  the  expense  on  the  eatamatea 
of  those  interested. 

Mr.  Lbtcheb  replied,  that  an  engineer  named 
Williams,  the  same  person  who  had  been  em- 
ployed by  the  Government  on  the  Cumberiand 
road,  had  surveyed  this  road.  It  had  also  been 
reported  on  by  engineers  in  the  United  Btalbea 
service. 

Mr.  Hatnes  sud,  we  aU  know  with  what  fa- 
cility suoh  surveys  are  procured,  and  how  easy 
it  is  to  get  subscriptions  to  any  new  aeheme^ 
eqwoially  where  the  Government  is  to  be  a 
partner.  Some  years  ago,  the  House  was  urged 
to  subscribe  to  some  Buch  undertaking.  He 
believed  it  was  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware CanaL  when  it  was  pressed  as  an  ail- 
ment in  its  favor,  that  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal, 
a  link  in  the  great  chain  of  internal  commnni- 
cation,  as  it  is  called,  had  been  completed ;  and 
yet,  since  he  had  been  a  member  of  this  House, 
a  further  subscription  had  been  asked  and  ob- 
tuned  to  the  Stock  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal ; 
since  which  time,  a  further  subscription  had 
been  obtdned  for  the  same  oliject.  Four  years 
ago,  we  had  been  aaked  to  subscribe  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  to  the  stock  of  the  Louis- 
ville and  Portland  Caanl,  as  necessary  for  its 
completion,  which  was  panted.  Since  that 
time,  a  fhrther  subscription,  of  what  precise 
anioont  he  did  not  recollect,  had  been  sought 
and  obtained,  and  a  still  farther  sabscription 
is  now  asked  for.  He  said,  that,  laying  aside 
evtaj  other  oonnderation  but  the  mere  qnea- 
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tioD  of  expediency,  (although  his  opinions  as  to 
the  constitaUonallty  of  bqcu  measures  are  well 
known,)  he  trusted  the  Hooae  would  consider 
mainrely  before  it  engaged  in  sooh  an  nnder- 
taking 
Mr.  LrroHKB  replied. 

Ur.  Hatnkb  regretted  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  (If  r.  Letoher)  should  have  supposed 
him  capable  of  entertaining  viodiotive  feelings 
towards  KentoclEy,  Eentacuaos,  or  to  an;  en- 
terprise in  whioli  they  were  iatereeted.  He 
dieriflhed  too  hi^  a  respect  for  the  ^tlemen 
frun  that  State,  with  whom  he  had  become 
aoqnunted  here  and  ebwhere,  to  indalge  snch 
feeltnga.  [Mr.  Ijbtohsb  ezphuned,  wd  dis- 
olaimed  snch  an  impatation.] 

Mr.  Hatnm  could  not  permit  the  inference 
to  be  drawn  from  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentncky,  that  be  (Ifr.  H.)  enter- 
tained the  opinion  that  this  Government  has 
the  power  to  engage  in  works  of  iDterosl  im- 
proTement.  In  Ms  opinioD,  the  subscription  to 
stock  stood  precisely  on  the  same  footing,  in 
princqde,  wilii  a  direct  appropriation  of  money 
for  the  constraotionitf  anwd  or  canal.  Indeed, 
he  oonadered  it  was  not  Offering  from  the 
eonstmotioa  ct  mtsk  a  wrak  by  t£e  Govem- 
meaL 

He  oonridered  Che  power  of  taxation  to  be 
Gndfced  by  the  qMcifio  grants  in  the  constito- 
tKO,  sod,  consequently,  the  power  of  ^pro- 
pnabon  was  sut^ect  to  the  same  limitations. 
The  relative  could  not  be  broader  than  its  an- 
tecedent However,  he  did  not  intend  to  argue 
the  coostitaUonal  question,  bat  ^oogbt  thus 
much  neceesary  by  way  of  protest  against  all 
soeh  sets  whatsoever. 

Hi.  Lbtohsb,  in  reply,  insisted  that  the  road 
ID  this  bill  was  strioUy  national  in  its  charac- 
ter, ffir,  (aud  he,)  from  what  has  fallen  from 
Ihe  two  gentlemcfli  from  Oeor^  (Mr.  Fobtbr 
and  lb-.  Hatnxs,)  I  most  have  been  peoaliarly 
TmlbrtaiMte  in  the  very  few  remarks  I  had  the 
honor  of  snbmitting  when  first  ap.  I  endeav- 
ored  to  make  myself  understood.  I  stated 
flteu,  sir,  and  now  repeat  that  statement,  that 
it  is  expected,  and  that  it  is  designed  to  oon- 
tiane  Uie  road  tiiroogh  the  State  of  Ohio,  until 
it  intersects  the  great  national  road  usually 
known  as  the  Oumberland  road,  and  tiiat  this 
was  the  commencement  of  the  scheme.  Tet, 
mr,  gentlemen  seem  to  misunderstand,  or  to 
iiii8a}q>ly,  what  has  been  sfud,  and  to  persist  in 
the  indmatifHi,  that  the  object  is  to  obtun  gov* 
enunental  assistance  for  local  accommodation. 
It  is  not  so.  The  object,  sir,  has  been  fblfy  and 
&tily  avowed.  Until  now,  I  bad  sapposed  it 
was  very  gennaify  admitted  Uiat  the  most 
imexoqiitionable  method  in  which  the  Gov- 
cnunent  ooidd  engage  in  works  of  internal  im- 
proTunenty  was  to  aubscrilM  stock  in  com- 
panies formed  by  individoal  enterprise.  But, 
St  present,  it  seems  to  be  feared  by  the  gentle- 
men that  this  is  the  mode  best  calculated  to 
draw  money  from  the  Treasury,  to  be  distrib- 
uted ot  given  in  a  neighborhood.  Ba  begged 
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gentlemen  to  believe,  that  though  the  road  was 
exceedingly  bad,  and  a  good  one  much  needed, 
yet  the  friends  or  the  bill  were  far,  very  far  from 
asking  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  charity.  They 
asked  for  no  gift,  no,  nothing  like  it ;  but  merely 
invited  a  snbscription  of  stock  to  assist  in  the 
improvement  of  a  most  important  and  usefiil 
work,  and  one  which  was  known  to  be  strictly 
national  Though  Kentucky  had  never  yet  re- 
ceived a  cent  from  this  Govemmcoit,  while  she 
saw  the  public  money  expended  elsewhere  for 
ottJeots  of  internal  inprovement,  who,  «r,  has 
ever  heard  her  ntter  a  groan,  or  heave  a  ? 
He  tmsted  she  would  always  have  too  much 
piide  to  beg  or  to  murmur.  N^o,  sir,  her  people 
are  not  a  begging  people.  3h6  had  always  voted 
to  apjvOimate  money  for  similar  objects ;  and 
whenever  any  scheme  of  the  kind  was  proposed 
to  the  Hoase,  she  presented  almost  an  uodi- 
vided  frdnt.  And  why  ?  Not  from  any  self- 
ish and  sordid  motives,  bat  because  she  was 
anxious  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  interest 
of  the  country,  a  part  of  which  she  is,  I  hope^ 
considered. 

Whilst  one  of  tUe  gentlemen  from  Georgia 
orged  his  objections  to  the  bill,  sir,  the  other  I 
thought  seemed  moch  moved  at  the  subscrip- 
tion which  had  hraetofore  been  made  to  the 
Lonlsville  and  Portland  Canal,  and  ai^ed  tiiat 
more  money  was  to  be  fq>plied  for  before  the 
a^oumment  of  Oongress.  When  that  bill  is 
c^ed  up,  sir,  let  the  gentleman  offer  his  objec- 
tions to  it.  My  colleague,  (Mr.  WiCKLtFrs,) 
who  represents  that  region  of  the  country,  will 
be  ready  to  meet  bim.  But  I  beg  of  the  gen- 
tieman,  (Mr.  Hathbs,)  whatever  vindictive  feel- 
ings he  may  entertun  towards  that  measure, 
not  to  wreak  his  vengeance  upon  this  unoffend- 
ing one.  The  Louisville  Oanal  is  no  Kentucky 
measure,  and  the  State  cannot  be  charged  with 
the  investment  made  by  the  Government  for 
that  work.  It  is  a  measure  in  which  the  States 
above  and  below  Kentucky,  I  might  tdmost 
say,  sir,  are  cxdusively  interested.  The  im- 
provement now  so  warmly  opposed  by  the  two 
honorable  gentlemen,  I  acknowledge,  sir,  is  of 
immense  oonseqnence  to  the  State.  It  leads 
to  one  of  the  most  fertile  regions  of  the  earth, 
and  connects  it  with  a  navigable  stream,  a 
country  beautiful  and  highly  productive.  With- 
out it,  what  is  our  situation?  Why,  sir,  a  lit- 
tle like  living  in  the  happy  valley,  very  diffi- 
cult to  get  into,  and  yet  more  difficult  to  get 
out  of  it.  We  have  every  thing  in  great  abun- 
dance, and  to  spare,  that  man  could  desire, 
except  an  outlet  to  a  good  market.  We  ruse, 
1^,  for  more  than  we  can  consume,  and  we  are 
denrous  of  furnishing  our  n^hbors  out  of  the 
flnrplus,  on  the  best  terms  and  upon  the  shortest 
notice.  The  road  must  be  owned  to  be  nation- 
al as  soon  as  it  reached  the  great  Ohio  River. 
Bid  it  lose  its  national  character  because  it  was 
to  be  so  much  used  by  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky 1  It  has  been  emphatically  asked  why 
the  State  does  not  make  the  road  herself.  Sir, 
(sidd  Hr.  L.,)  the  State  is  ttew,  her  resources 
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are  Umitod;  she  wonld  make  it  if  she  coold ; 
she  seeks  nothing  of  yon  as  a  gift,  bat  only  a 
little  a.<isi9tance  to  adrance  joar  own  interests 
as  well  as  hers.  Yea  are  a  rich  and  able  Got- 
erameot,  with  ample  means  at  your  command, 
and  cannot  lose  one  cent  hj  complying  witli 
her  reqnest  Will  yoo  refose  it?  Let  me,  sir, 
pnt  one  plain  qnestioa  to  the  frieads  and  to  the 
opposers  of  internal  improTemeot.  What  would 
Ton  think  of  the  oharaoter  of  a  ftther,  who  bad 
eight  or  ten  ohildren,  each  of  whom  poeeessed  a 
floe  farm,  rioh  and  fertile,  well  situated,  and  in 
iwrfeot  order,  if  a  yonnger  child,  always  afFeo- 
tionate  and  aatiitol,  who  had  ever  been  ready 
to  serve  its  parent  by  day  or  by  night,  in 
peace  or  in  war,  and  wbo  had  not  deserted  him 
in  his  deepest  affliction,  should  present  itself 
before  him,  and  say,  father,  I  see  that  all  my 
brothers  are  prosperons  and  h^py,  tliey  have 
fine  settlements  and  are  doing  well — I -am  glad 
to  see  it.  I  helped  all  I  co^d  to  make  them 
BO.  I  do  not  envy  any  one  of  them  his  good 
fortune.  My  own  farm,  however,  is  in  a  bad 
condition.  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  hard  work 
to  do,  and  at  this  moment  I  am  a  Httle  behind- 
hand; and  as  yon,  father,  ore  in  fnnds  jnst  now, 
I  pray  .yon  to  advance  me  a  small  sum  to  aid 
me  in  oompleting  an  improvement  highly  ad- 
vantageous both  to  yon  and  to  me ;  I  ask  it  not 
as  a  nft,  but  merely  the  nse  of  it  for  a  short 
period.  Sir,  is  there  a  gentleman  here  who 
coald  or  would  justify  the  father  in  refusing 
such  a  request?  and  what  sort  of  a  father  must 
he  be  who  could  tarn  that  child  from  his  door? 
The  case  I  have  pat,  I  think,  sir,  illustrates  our 
true  situation.  IwiUnotoommentuponit.  IwiU 
say,  however,  we  scorn  to  complain  of  the  help 
which  has  been  extended  to  others;  hot  we 
ahall  tiiink  it  very  strange  and  very  unkind,  if, 
when  we  come  for  the  nrst  lime,  and  ask  you 
to  do  a  most  Jost  and  reasonaUe  thing,  to  aid 
an  ent^rise  in  every  respect  worthy  of  the 
patronage  of  the  Government,  yon  should  re- 
fase  it.  I  hope  my  friend  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Fosteb)  does  not  desire  to  throw  any  nn  neces- 
sary obstacles  in  the  way  of  this  bill,  should  it 
be  the  pleasure  of  a  m^jority^to  pass  it ;  and  I 
would  most  respectfally  sabmit  to  him  to  with- 
draw his  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section 
and  let  the  bill  be  reported  to  the  House.  He 
can  afterwards  make  any  opposition  he  may 
tiiink  fit  This  course  will  save  a  great  deal  of 
time,  and  I  trust  he  will  consent  to  it, 

Mr.  FoBTEB  sfud  that  he  most  cheerfhlly  ao- 
ootded  to  the  oMvalrous  and  high-minded  Ken- 
tnokians  all  the  r«^>ect  and  gratitade  to  which 
their  sufferings  ana  services  in  the  cause  of  oar 
common  country  so  eminentiy  entitied  them. 
Kor  had  he  for  a  moment  considered,  much 
leas  intimated,  that,  in  making  the  application 
which  the  bill  under  consideration  is  designed 
to  favor,  they  approached  us  in  the  language  of 
supplication  or  coraplwnt ;  he  knew  too  well  the 
proud  and  lofty  spirit  of  that  gallant  people,  to 
believe  that  they  would  descend  to  either. 

"Ml.  F.  wonld  trouble  the  committee  with 


only  a  few  words  more  in  relation  to  the  par^ 
tioular  object  of  this  bilL  The  gentleman 
(Mr.  Lbtousb)  who  advociUes  it  with  so  mach 
zeal,  has  told  us,  with  his  usual  candor,  that 
this  is  only  the  be^nning  of  a  design  far  more 
extensive— that  this  is  only  a  portion  of  a  great 
road  which  is  to  be  constructed  from  Zanee- 
ville,  in  Ohio,  to  Florence,  in  Alabama.  This 
is  the  body,  the  centre  building  of  the  great 
wtfrk-^tbe  wingB  are  to  be  pat  ap  faereuter. 
And  all  these  are  ofejects  of  national  impor- 
tanoel  Sir,  (said  Mr.  F.,)  It  woold  be  eaiy  to 
point  oat  five  hundred,  yes,  five  thoasand  roads 
of  the  same  description. 

Mr.  F.  hoped  that  no  gentleman  wonld  sna- 
pect  him  of  having  any  wish  to  impede  the  prc^ 
ressor  improvement  of  the  State  of  Kentucky; 
HO  far  from  it,  he  declared  himself  proud  to 
witness  her  growing  prosperity.  The  Union 
owed  her  a  great  deal  not  only  for  her  achieve- 
ments in  the  national  defence,  but  for  the 
splendid  talents  which  she  contributes  to  our 
natiooal  councils.  Yet,  with  all  his  respect  for 
the  State,  and  her  pattiotio  sons,  be  coold  not 
vote  for  the  biU  now  on  the  table.  Be  would, 
however,  withdraw  his  motion  for  striking  oat 
the  enacting  oknse^  and  sn^  the  bill  to  be 
reported  to  the  House,  when  a  direct  vote  caa 
be  taken  on  its  passage. 

[The  oommittee  thea  rose.] 


WSDNWDAT,  April  28. 
The  MaymiU*  Turnpike. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  authorizing  the  subscription  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the  stock 
in  the  Maysville,  Washington,  Paris,  and  Lex- 
ington Turnpike  Boad  Company. 

Mr.  FoBTBB  stud,  that,  if  this  were  the  only 
bill  of  the  kind  to  be  presented  to  the  conrad- 
eration  of  tibe  House,  he  wonld  rather  snfi"er  it 
to  meet  its  fiite  at  once,  tium  to  delay  tiie  tims 
of  the  House  by  any  remarks  of  his.  Bat 
there  are  now  on  our  calendar  nine  or  ten  bills 
of  the  same  character^  and  he  felt  it  his  daty 
to  warn  gentlemen  agamst  the  danger  of  estab- 
lishing the  precedent — it  will  only  be  the  com- 
mencement of  a  system  which  promises  to  haTo 
no  end.  The  applications  of  this  kind,  which 
had  been  made  during  this  sesuon,  showed  Uie 
tendency  of  this  system  of  legislation.  It  haa 
only  been  within  a  few  years,  be  believed,  that 
Congress  had  ever  authorized  subscriptions  for 
stock  in  canal  and  turnpike  companies;  but, 
having  done  so  in  a  few  instances,  others  have 
been  encooraged  to  apply.  Sir,  said  lb.  F., 
some  of  the  petitions  now  on  your  table  woold 
never  have  been  dreamed  of^  had  it  not  been 
for  the  aid  you  have  given  to  the  Chest^ieake 
and  Ohio  Oanal^  and  a  few  others.  But  these 
applications  having  been  thus  countenanced  by 
Congress,  other  companies  think  they  have  the 
some  right  to  call  on  you  for  assistance.  And 
have  they  not  t  Can  yon  grant  to  one^  and  not 
to  another?    How  will  yon  discrmilnate I 
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Too  caanot.  The  State  Le^alatnres  will  incor- 
porate companies  for  objects  of  internal  im- 
proTementSy  whenever  applied  to ;  an<l  if  jon 
take  stock  in  a  company  of  one  Btate,  yo<a 
most  do  so  in  that  of  another ;  aod  thus  there 
will  be  no  end  to  the  atnwopilatioiia  neoeesary 
to  owet  the  calls  that  will  be  made  np<m  yoo. 

The  road  now  under  conmderatim  is  to  ez' 
tmd  only  sixty  mil^;  bat  we  have  be^ 
already  told  that  this  is  only  the  middle  link  of 
the  great  chain  that  is  to  extend  from  Zanes- 
Tille,  in  Ohio,  to  £1orenoe,  in  Alabama.  What 
tiiea  is  to  be  the  direct  and  almost  neoeesary 
c(Hiseqoenoe  of  passing  this  hill  f  It  requires 
BO  spirit  of  prophecy  to  predict.  In  a  short 
time,  a  company  wiU  be  formed,  and  incorpo- 
rtted  by  Ohio,  to  extend  the  road  from  Mays- 
Tille  to  Zanesville.  Other  companies  will  be 
incorporated  by  Kentaoky,  Tennessee,  and  Ala- 
bama, to  construct  the  portions  of  the  road 
lying  within  thoee  States  from  LeziDgtou  to 
Florence — and  then  come  the  apjdioations  of  all 
those  companies  to  take  parts  of  their  sto<^. 
And  can  you  r^taaet 

Bat  agun,  sir :  Anfhorize  this  sabscription, 
in  a  few  days  the  bill  to  aid  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Bulroad  will  be  presented  for  onr  consid- 
eration. That  is  a  great  work — and  we  shall 
doubtless  be  told  it  is  one  of  national  impor- 
tance, too.  Next  comes  the  Charleston  Rail- 
road—and upon  the  heels  of  tiiat  the  Ogeechee 
and  Altamaha  Canal,  with  several  others.  All, 
he  sapposed,  national  works ;  and  all  having 
eqosl  dums  (some  of  them  perhaps  stron^r) 
with  thc»e  of  the  road  now  under  disoassion. 
Do  not  gentlemen  see,  said  Hr.  F.,  that  they 
are  emIwrkiDg  in  a  system  of  le^pdation  to 
which  there  is  no  limit?  Hr.  F.  had  also  oon- 
stibatioaal  objections  to  all  bills  of  this  charac- 
ter, bnt  he  should  not  urge  them,  because  he 
VB3  satisfied  that  a  decided  m^ority  of  the 
Sonse  believed  it  was  competent  for  Congress 
to  make  appropriations  for  internal  improve- 
ments. He.  however,  understood  this  same 
majority  to  limit  the  exercise  of  this  power  to 
objects  strictly  national.  2fr.  F.  was  not  cer- 
tain that  his  mind  was  sufficiently  discriminat- 
ing to  ^stinguish  between  national  and  local 
olgects— bat  certMnly  if  toere  conld  be  a  pub- 
lic work  projected  which  was  not  national,  it 
was  this  very  road.  A  national  rood  from 
Loington  to  the  Ohio  Biverl  A  road  on 
wMclt  no  troops  are  to  travel— no  pinnitions  of 
ytr  to  be  transported ;  and  which,  in  a  word, 
ia  to  answer  no  national  purpose  whatever, 
lite  idea  is  absurd ;  and  he  begged  the  House 
not  to  be  misled  by  the  character  sought  to  be 
(^Ten  to  this  work. 

Kr.  CoLKMAN  said  that  the  importance  of 
this  snbject  was  deeply  felt  in  the  Stote  of 
Keatacl^,  and  particularly  that  part  of  it 
which  he  had  the  honor  to  represent.  This 
UU  was  introduced,  said  Mr.  C,  upon  the  peti- 
tiiHi  of  a  vOTy  lai^  and  respeotoble  proportion 
of  my  oonatitnents ;  and  the  road  contemplated 
to  be  imjawed^^MUBes  tiirongfa  three  of  the 
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four  counties  of  my  district.  A  number  of  our 
patriotic  and  enterprising  citizens  have  entered 
into  an  association  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
and  difTtising  information  on  the  subject  of  in< 
tomal  improvement  in  the  West;  and  they 
have,  at  tn^  private  expense,  procured  the  aid 
of  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  experienced  en- 
gineers in  the  Union,  by  whose  exertions  ther 
have  been  enabled  to  lay  before  Congress  a  fuU 
and  satisfactory  report,  and  map,  exhilnting  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  improvement. 
The  len^tnre  of  the  State  have  given  an  un- 
qualified ^iprobstion  of  the  undertaking,  and 
have  authorized  a  subscription  of  stock,  which, 
considering  the  stete  of  the  finances  tJiere,  is 
generous  and  liberal.  These  circumstances, 
evidencing  the  intense  interest  of  the  people 
and  the  State,  will,  I  trust,  Justify  me  in  the  few 
remarks  that  I  may  present  to  the  oonsidera- 
tion  of  the  House. 

This  is  the  first  appItaMion  which  the  Stoto 
of  Eentocky  has  ever  made  to  Congress  for  old 
in  the  conatruotion  of  h»  internal  imjH^ve- 
ments ;  and  I  did  hoi>e  it  would  be  permitted 
to  pass  without  discussion.  This  violent  effort 
to  prevent  the  passage  of  this  bill,  by  urging 
its  unconstitutionality  and  impolicy  in  debate, 
was  not  necessary  to  show  to  the  world  what 
are  the  opinions  of  Southern  members  on  this 
subject.  From  the  tenor  of  the  argument,  I 
am  Bure  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr,  Fos- 
tbb)  did  not  expect  to  change  the  vote  of  a  sin- 
gle member.  Why  has  it  been  tliought  neces- 
sary to  oppose  80  vehemently  this  measure, 
carrying  great  advantages  to  the  West !  Why 
demand  so  imperious^  a  demonstration  of  its 
nationality?  Is  it  because  of  tiiat  peoullar 
kindness  of  feeling  on  the  part  ctf  the  South 
toimds  the  West,  boasted  of  not  long  since  f 
Or,  is  it  to  encourage  a  scrapulous  investigfr- 
tion  of  all  propositions  which  may  arise  here, 
requiring  the  public  treasure  to  accomplish  an 
object  which  is  confined  to  a  State  in  point  of 
locality!  I  trust  that  gentlemen  may  oe  pre- 
pared, when  they  may  be  called  upon,  to  jus- 
tify the  expenditure  of  millions  for  Georgia, 
when  they  refuse-one  hnndred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  in  profitoble  stodr,  for  the  aid  of 
Kentucky. 

This  is  no  new  project  which  we  have  under 
conuderation.  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States  have  lonffdnoe  settled  the  principle  of 
this  measure.  We  have  subscribed  stock  in 
the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  Company;  in  the 
Delaware  Canal,  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal,  and  in  the  Lonisville  Canal  Companies. 
Bnt  gentlemen  say,  every  inch  of  the  Maysville 
road  is  in  the  Stoto  of  Kentucky.  How  can  it 
be  national  ?  I  answer,  every  inch  of  the  Del- 
aware Canal,  sixteen  miles  in  length,  is  in  the 
Stato  of  New  Jersey ;  and  every  inch  of  the 
LooisviUe  Canal  Is  in  one  county,  nay,  I  be- 
lieve in  one  city.  How  can  they  be  national  ? 
Tet  Con^ss  have  snbecribed  for  stock  in  both 
of  them.  I  have  said  that  this  is  the  first  &{>• 
plication  for  tiie  interest  of  Eentncky.  I  did 
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80,  sir,  because  the  Ainds  applied  to  the  Louis- 
ville Canal  are  not  so  much  for  the  benefit  of 
tiutt  State,  as  for  that  of  PennsylTania,  Vir- 
ginia, Ohio,  Indiana,  and  other  States.  In 
truth,  «r,  it  operates  against  Kentucky,  be- 
cause it  operates  ajtainst  Looisrille,  our  most 
important  commercial  <Atj. 

Kor  does  this  work,  now  under  discusnon, 
promise  excloeive  advantage  to  Kentucky.  If 
accomplished  to  the  extent  contemplated  by 
this  bill,  it  will  greatly  conduce  to  the  interests 
of  Ohio,  and  all  the  States  situated  westwardly 
of  us.  We  claim  some  attention  from  this 
Grovemment ;  we  contribute  largely  to  fill  the 
public  Treasury ;  we,  in  other  respects,  per- 
form our  part  as  a  member  of  the  confederacy, 
and  can  see  no  reason  why  our  interests  should  : 
be  overlooked.  Kot  as  a  gratuity,  but  as  a 
right,  we  ask  it. 

The  road  under  con^deration  Is  a  part  of  the 
road  from  one  important  oomm^ial  situation 
on  the  Ohio  to  another  still  more  so,  if  possi- 
ble. The  road  from  Mayaville  to  Louisville, 
passing  through  Paris  and  Lexington,  two  im- 
portant manufacturing  towns ;  tiirongh  Frank- 
fort, the  seat  of  Government,  and  Shelbyville, 
is  doubtless  the  most  important  road  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  and  perhaps  equal  to  any 
of  the  same  extent  in  the  western  coontry.  A 
very  great  portion  of  the  goods,  salt,  iron,  and 
other  articles  consumed  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, is  landed  at  Maysville,  or  Limestone,  as 
it  was,  called  in  the  early  settlement  of  the 
State,  and  thence  seeks  a  land  transportation  to 
the  interior.  A  vast  quantity  of  the  prodnce 
and  manu&otnres  of  the  interior  is  brought  to 
this  place,  to  be  shipped  for  New  Orleans :  and 
when  the  Ohio  Oanal  shall  be  completed,  the 
qoaotity  will  be  much  greater,  as  much  pro- 
duce will  be  sent  to  the  North  through  that 
canal  and  the  lakes. 

All  the  groceries  used  above  Louisville  are 
landed  at  that  city  and  Kaysville,  and  from 
those  places  seek  a  conveyance  to  the  interior 
fdong  this  route ;  and  the  produce  and  manu- 
factures of  a  very  rich  country  are  shipped  at 
Louisville  for  this  lower  market.  In  tmth,  sir, 
the  quantity  of  produce  and  goods  transported 
upon  this  road,  and  the  travelling  thereon, 
equal  those  on  any  road  in  the  Western  States ; 
I  might  say  in  the  United  States.  I  Aimished 
my  colleague  (Mr.  Letohsb)  on  the  Committee 
on  Boads  and  Canals,  an  accurate  estimate  of 
the  travelling  on  this  road,  near  Haysville,  for 
thirty  days,  several  of  which  were  unfavorable, 
in  consequence  of  inclemency  of  the  weather. 
This  table  shows  that,  in  that  period  of  time, 
the  number  of  persons  that  passed  was  nine 
tioasand  four  liundred ;  of  horses,  twelve 
thousand  eight  hundred ;  and  wagons  and  carts, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy — ^mak- 
ing an  average  per  day  of  three  hundred  and 
seventeen  persons,  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  horses,  and  fifty-two  waMns,  beradee 
stock,  carriages,  &e.  I  refer  gentlemen  to  the 
report  of  the  United  States  en^neers^  C^^ong 
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and  Trimble,)  made  during  the  session  of 
lezV-'SS;  in  which  they  say  that  the  road 
from  Maysville  to  Lexington  is  more  travelled 
than  any  other  of  Uie  aame  extent  in  the  State 
of  Kentucky.  These  facts  are  evidences  that 
the  stock  oS  this  company  must  be  good. 
From  the  b«t  information  which  I  have  been 
able  to  obtMn,  it  must  yield  six  or  eight  per 
cent.,  clear  of  all  contiqgent  and  current  ex- 
penses for  repur.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  report  of  Mr.  Williams,  which  I  have 
had  laid  on  some  of  your  tables,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  United  States  engineers,  shows  that  tha 
abundance,  convenience,  and  durability  of  ma- 
terials for  constructing  a  road,  justify  the  idea 
that  the  work  can  be  effected  at  comparatively 
little  cost,  and  that,  when  couatmcted,  it  wiu 
require  but  a  trifling  expense  to  keep  it  in  re- 
pair for  many  years.  If  these  facts  do  not  in- 
contestably  evince  the  commercial  importanoe 
of  this  rcMkd,  I  acknowledge  my  disability  to 
comprehend  what  is  entitiM  to  these  appella* 
tions;  and  tiiey  show  that  these  advantages 
may  be  obtained  at  a  very  inconsiderable  com- 
parative expense.  If  Congress  have  not  the 
power  to  create  for  this  nation  such  commer- 
cial facilities  as  are  contemplated  by  the  bill, 
then  am  I  at  a  loss  to  know  what  rights  were 
designed  to  be  given,  under  the  power  to  regu- 
late commerce  among  the  States. 

This  road  is  the  great  national  mul  route 
from  the  East  to  Kentucky,  and  all  the  States 
west  and  northwest  of  us.  But,  sir,  what  is 
your  mail  ?  ^  it  a  national  or  &  State  con- 
cern ?  or  ia  it  of  any  consequenoe  to  either  t  I 
may  iiffer  with  gentlemen  on  this  subject, 
when  I  suppose  the  mail  estabUabment  apper- 
tains to  the  General  Government,  and  that  it 
is  the  most  valuable  departeient  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  cannot  be  denied  that  whatever 
contributes  largely  to  diffuse  information  among 
the  people,  on  the  interesting  subject  of  manu- 
factures, arts,  literature,  commerce,  agriculture, 
and  our  political  relations,  is  richly  worth  the 
attention  of  this  House,  wise  as  it  may  be,  or 
be  supposed  to  be.  In  a  countty  where  the 
Government  depends  upon  the  wiu  of  the  peo- 
ple for  its  efficiency,  and  their  intelligence  for 
its  beneficial  influences,  is  it  not  a  considera- 
tion oi  deep  magnitude,  to  liberalize  that  will, 
and  enlarge  that  intelligence,  to  the  greatest 
extent  of  which  they  are  susceptible  ? 

In  my  humble  conception,  nothing  can  so 
laiveiy  conduce  to  the  accomplishment  of  these 
en^  as  the  constant,  I  may  say  d^y,  inter- 
course which  takes  place  among  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  through  the  agency  of  onr  mail 
establishment.  Sir,  as  your  population  presses 
onward  and  onward,  the  same  wise  policy 
which  first  induced  the  institution  of  this  de- 
partment, will  require  its  extension.  You  must 
keep  up  that  intercourse  among  all  parts  of  onr 
vest  country,  especially  in  the  new ;  because, 
in  a  soci^  commerci^  and  political  point  of 
view,  it  is  essential  to  our  existence.  Much 
has  beoi  done  in  tins  respect.  In  1796,  we  had 
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sov^nty-five  post  offices,  and  eighteen  hondred 
miles  of  post  road.  Nov  we  have  eight  thou- 
sand foor  hnndred  post  offices,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  thousand  miles  of  post  road. 
An  immeDse  improTement  in  the  system  I  Yet, 
laore  may  be  done  with  ease  utd  advantage. 
We  can  yet  wd  the  Postmaster  Oeneral  to  ren- 
der his  department  still  more  UBefol  by  im- 
proving the  oondition  of  onr  great  mail  rentes ; 
thereby  ezpeditiiu;  its  progres^  and  lUminish- 
isg  the  coist  of  Sb  tnuisportation.  These,  of 
cuoree,  leave  more  lime  and  means  to  supply 
those  parts  of  our  common  country  which  are 
nov  totally  without,  or,  if  supplied  at  all,  to  a 
very  partial  extent.  I  feel  authorized  to  say 
tbat  the  saving  on  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  between  Lexusgton  and  Haysville  would 
ipproiimate  very  nearly  the  interest  on  the 
mm  DOW  asked,  independent  of  the  increased 
celerity,  and  all  its  consequences.  And  it 
^uvld  be  recollected  that  the  chief  advantage 
iriucb  the  GoTemment  proposes  to  derive  from 
the  poet  office  estabUAment,  is  not  the  saving 
in  dollan  and  cents,  but  anch  advantages  as 
woold  have  induced  its  adoption,  if  it  had  been 
tdead  ezpmae  to  us  to  the  extent  of  its  in- 
coni«,  wl^h,  I  believe,  lis  adequate  to  defray 
its  -rtst  expenses ;  advantages  which,  like  our 
health  and  our  freedom,  we  are  not  apt  duly  to 
ippreciate,  until  we  are  deprived  of  them. 
Let  thia  country  be  deprived  of  this  great  en- 
gine of  inter-communion,  and  we  sh^  by  the 
contrast,  be  able  to  place  a  proper  estimate 
upon  its  value,  and  the  high  national  impor- 
t&nce  of  its  utmost  extension.  In  relation  to 
tils  particnlar  road,  let  me  sa^  to  you,  that  for 
MTeral  months  in  the  year  it  is  impassable. 
Yoor  stages  are  obliged  to  leave  it,  and  seek  a 
passage  through  fanns,  and  along  imfrequented 
TSTs;  thereby  subjected  to  Innnmerable  de- 
lajg,  difficulties,  ana  dangers.  Convinced  of 
this  marked  inconvenience,  the  Legislature  of 
Kentacky,  aiming  at  a  removal  of  the  evil,  has 
cabscribed  for  stock  in  this  company.  Will 
this  Government,  infinitely  more  able,  to  whom 
tbe  regolation  of  the  mail  particularly  belongs, 
refose  to  oontribute  her  portion  to  this  work, 
vhen,  in  its  accomplishment,  more  benefit  will 
ftccroe  to  the  General  Government  than  to  the 
State,  or  to  individuals  through  whose  landed 
estates  it  may  chance  to  pass?  It  cannot  be 
that  this  Government  will  use  tbe  road  daily, 
omtrilnite  to  reader  it  impassable,  and  with- 
Hold  its  note  to  repair  and  amend  its  condition. 
SHr,  the  som  iu>t  asked  is  but  &  mite,  when  cora- 
pind  to  the  immmse  sum  annually  expended 
<SL  that  road  in  the  labor  of  onr  peasant^. 


TmrasDAT,  April  20. 

Maptville  Road  BiU. 
tfr.  Pole  sfud :  He  was  opposed  altogether  to 
this  system  of  appropriations  for  sectional  pur- 
poses. It  was  ft  more  easy  matter,  it  appeared, 
to  vote  profose  stuns  in  the  Congress  of  the 
raited  &8tee.  He  repeated  that  it  was  more 


[H.  or  B. 

easy  to  vote  ten  thousand  dollars  in  Congress, 
than  ten  dollars  in  a  State  L^slature.  What 
would  be  tbe  result  of  this  lavish  mode  of  ex- 
pending the  pablio  money — what  its  cause  ? 
The  country  looked  to  the  present  Executive  for 
the  adoption  of  a  system  of  economy  and  re- 
trenchment; and  how  could  this  be  effected,  but 
by  the  most  idralant  attention  ?  Tbe  praotioal 
operation  of  we  system  now  prevalent  was 
directly  the  reverse.  The  engineers  iutmsted 
vritb  the  surveys  would  not  report  adversely  to  a 
project,  the  adoption  of  which  benefited  uiem- 
selves.  The  road  in  question  received  the 
sanction  of  the  State  Legislature  in  Januaiy 
last ;  so  recently,  he  begged  it  to  be  observe^ 
as  Jaanary  last;  and  yet  an  application  was 
made  to  Congress  tor  pecimiary  aid  towards  its 
completion.  Where,  he  asked,  was  this  sys- 
tem to  stop !  He  conceived  tbe  whole  of  these 
applications  to  be  most  pemicions  In  th^  ten- 
dencies, and  imconstitutional  in  principle, 

Ur.  XDOKBB  reprobated  the  system  upon 
which  this  bill,  and  snmerons  others  of  a  fflni- 
lar  nature,  were  fonnded.  In  his  judgment,  all 
snob  appropriatibns,  bendes  bdng  n^just  and 
unconstitutional,  were  pr^ant  with  the  most 
disastroQS  consequences. 

Mr.  PowBBS  opposed  the  measure.  He 
deemed  it  objectionable  in  every  constitutional 
point  of  view.  He  spoke  of  the  various  inge- 
nious arguments  urged  in  &vor  of  this  project, 
and  of  others  of  a  similar  nature.  Tbe  BimaJo 
Road  bill  had  been  objected  to,  because  it  was 
too  long ;  and  this  one  might  be  so  objected  to, 
because  it  was  too  short  This  circomstance 
reminded  him  of  the  lady  (and  ladies  were 
sometimes  fond  of  complaining)  whose  husband 
was  stated  to  find  the  bread  occasionally  bumtL 
and  ocoafnonally  mere  dough.  The  road  had 
been  called  national  in  its  object,  because  it  led 
from  one  point  of  the  Union  to  another.  Kow, 
he  asked  whether  every  road  throughout  the 
United  States  might  not  be  s^d,  by  a  parity  of 
reasoning,  to  be  a  national  road ;  for  all  of 
them  led  from  one  point  of  the  country  to  an- 
other. This  argument,  therefore,  was  utterly 
fallacious.  He  concluded  by  an  earnest  depre- 
cation of  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Ifr.  Cabson  objected  to  tbe  bilL  He  was 
opposed  to  a  system  which  went  to  make  the 
Grovernment  of  the  Union  a  stockholder,  from 
sordid  views  of  interest)  In  pnUio  companies 
incorporated  by  a  State. 

Ur.  Cbogebtt  said  that  be  did  not  rise  to 
make  a  speech  upon  the  subject  Indeed,  he 
was  convinced  in  his  own  mmd,  that,  if  mt>j 
were  to  speak  for  five  days  upon  it,  not  a 
gle  vote  would  be  changed.  Every  one,  he 
thought,  had  already  made  ap  their  minds  with 
respect  to  it  He  should  therefore  call  for  the 
previous  question. 

The  c^  was  seconded  by  a  vote  of  yeas 
101 ;  nays  not  counted. 

Tbe  main  question,  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  was  then  pnt,  arid  dedded  in  the  affirma- 
tive by  the  following  vote :  Yeas  102,  nays  8ft 
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80  the  Inll  iras  paasedf  and  sent  to  the  Soa- 
ftte  for  concnirenoe. 


Fmdat,  April  SO, 
Land  Claims  in  Florida. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  entitled  An  act  for  the  final  settle- 
ment of  land  claims  in  Florida;*'  and  the  question 
recurred  on  the  passage  of  the  said  bill ;  when 

A  motion  was  made  bj  Mr.  "Wiokliffb,  that 
the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Pnblic  Lands,  with  instructions  to  amend 
the  same,  bo  as  to  exclude  from  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  all  such  claims  as  h&ve  been  con- 
firmed bj  the,  raster  and  reodTO*,  vptm  the 
evidence  of  the  oonfirmation  of  the  Governors 
of  Florida,  after  the  24th  of  Jannarj,  1818 ; 
and,  after  a  long  debate,  m  which  Messrs. 
Whitb  and  Wildb  zealously  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, and  Mr.  Wiokuvte  supported  itj  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived  hj  a  large  m^jontTj  and 
then  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence, 

[The  following  are  the  ronarkB  of  }b. 
■Whiter 

Mr.  White,  of  Florida,  said,  he  was  too  sen- 
sible of  the  valne  of  the  time  of  the  Honse,  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  to  ask  its  atten- 
tion longer  than  was  absolutely  neicessary  to 
reply  to  some  of  the  most  prominent  objections 
that  had,  in  tiie  various  stages  of  its  progress, 
been  ofi^ered  agunst  the  passage  of  the  bill  now 
nnder  consideration,  I  did  hope,  sud  Mr.  W., 
that,  after  the  discussion  in  Committee  of  the 
'Whole,  and  the  decisive  indication  given  of  the 
sense  of  the  Honse  at  that  time,  this  bill  would 
not  have  been  embarrassed  by  a  motion  to  re- 
commit, whioh.  if  snocesafol,  pots  an  end  to  all 
prospect  of  its  eeooming  a  law  at  Hub  Besnon  of 
Congress. 

If  I  can  be  able  to.  command  the  attention  of 
the  House  for  a  short  time,  I  trust  I  shall  sat- 
iafy  them  that  tlus  bill  proposes  no  new  princi- 
ple in  legation ;  and  uiat  the  apprehension  of 
any  bad  consequences  resulting  from  the  first 
section,  in  Its  present  shape,  is  entirely  falla- 
cions.  The  object  of  Congress  in  organizing 
special  tribunal  for  the  adjudication  of  these 
d^nuj  is  to  free  ourselves  from  the  trouble  or 
necessity  of  going  into  an  examination  of  the 
-voluminous  documents  and  evidence  exhibited 
by  the  claimants,  and  the  various  intricate 
questions  of  Spanish  nsage  and  law  that  mast 
arise  in  the  decision  of  these  questions.  Suoh 
a  body  as.  this,  organized  to  consult  and  le^^ 
late  upon  the  various  and  complicated  affairs  of 
a  great  unpire,  has  neither  uie  time  nor  the 
means  of  going  into  a  minnte  or  aatiafactoiy 
investigation  snob  qne^acms.  It  has  hu^er 
duties  to  perform ;  and  in  consequence  ca  the 
ntter  impraotioabUitrt  as  veU  as  impolicy,  of 
an  attempt  to  decide  upon  every  small  land 
claim,  derived  from  a  foreign  Government,  in 
the  territories  acquired  by  treat}^  it  has  been 
the  established  practice  to  o^aaue  a  board  oi 


oommisrioners,  to  tdt  in  the  oonntry  where  the 
grants  were  made,  where  the  archives  are  de- 
posited,  sud  where  the  land  lies.  These  officers 
hold  their  e(namiBriona,  and  receive  their  com- 
pensation^ from  the  Government,  one  of  the 
parties  directiy  interested  in  the  deciuim  of 
every  daim  presented.  If  there  is  any  leaning 
on  either  side,  it  Is  always  on  that  from  which 
the  power  is  derived.  With  the  most  honest 
intentions,  and  a  constant  effort  to  act  without 
prejudice,  Uiere  is  a  constant  attraction  be- 
tween all  federal  officers  and  the  Government 
and  its  interests.  Federal  judges  pronounce, 
with  great  indifference,  State  laws  to  be  uncon- 
stitaUonal,  and  8tate  judges  pronounce  the 
acts  of  Caaagten  to  be  nncmiBtitntional ;  when 
neither,  unless  in  an  extraordinary  case,  pro- 
nounced the  laws  of  the  Government,  from 
which  they  hold  their  commissions,  nnconstita- 
tion^  or  void.  To  make  an  application  of  this 
principle,  I  ask  any  gentieman  to  read  this  re- 
port, an<^  instead  of  striking  from  this  bill  one- 
half  of  the  cases  confirmed,  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  say  that  he  would  be  more  inclined  to 
say  that  the  number  of  confirmations  ought 
to  be  doubled,  I  do  not  say  that  inpnsUoe  has 
been  done ;  but  I  will  say,  that,  if  any  has 
been,  it  is  to  the  dumante.  I  say  that  the 
rigor  with  which  these  claims  have  been  ex- 
amined, will  operate  more  mnnstly  to  them 
than  the  United  States.  I  believe  that  this  is 
the  first  instance  in  the  lustory  of  onr  le^alfr- 
tion  since  the  Louisiana  treaty  in  1808,  in 
which  an  attempt  has  ever  been  made  to  re- 
verse the  decisions  of  our  commissioners,  and 
strike  out  half  of  the  claims  confirmed  by 
them.  Numerous  instances  can  be  foond  at 
every  session  of  Congress,  for  twenty  years,  in 
which  the  rigor  of  the  commissioners  has  been 
mitigated  by  the  clemency  of  Congress,  in  giv- 
ing to  every  eqnitable  claim  the  m<^  liberal 
and  fkvorable  interpretation. 

If  this  motion  succeeds,  we  shall  reverse  the 
order  of  things,  and  inbrcklnce  a  new  system, 
as  impolitao  and  unwise  in  the  Government,  as 
it  win  be  oppresEove  upon  a  people  transferred 
to  us,  with  a  goaran^,  on  onr  part,  to  do  what 
Spain  would  have  done.  I  have  bad  ocoafdoa 
to  look  into  the  history  of  all  that  has  been 
done  by  this  Government  on  this  subject^  and  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  the  prindple  in 
this  bill  has  been  sanctioned  at  every  sncceesive 
session  of  Oougress  for  twenty  years.  What  is 
the  object  of  this  motion  (  To  recommit  the 
bill,  with  instructions  to  strike  from  it  eveiy 
claim  which  the  Governor  of  East  Florida  had 
confirmed  subsequently  to  the  24th  of  January, 
1818,  the  time  limited  in  the  treaty,  prior  to 
whidh  aU  grants  should  have  emanated,  to  be 
recognised  and  confirmed  hj  this  Government, 

By  the  ^ghth  artiole  of  onr  treaty  with 
Spun,  the  United  States  ^^reed  to  oramim  and 
ratify  all  grants  ("  todtu  las  eonemionei  '*)  and 
concessions  made  by  the  Spanish  anthcaitzes 
prior  to  the  24th  January,  1816,  to  the  same 
extent  that  they  would  have  been  valid,  if  the 
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territories  had  remaiaed  under  the  dominion  of 
His  Oftthf^o  Migestj.  This  article  cout«m- 
ptited  the  reoogmtum  of  complete  grants,  and 
the  eomidetioii  ot  imperfect  one^  as  8psdu 
would  hare  completed  them.  The  <fvo  modo 
of  doing  Otis  waa  left  to  the  jostioe  of  this 
GoTemment,  under  a  full  conviction  that  the 
United  States  woold  be  just,  if  not  liberal,  to 
thiiir  newly  acquired  citizens.  The  act  of  1828 
conferred  the  pover  of  doing  this  upon  the 
register  and  receiver,  who  were  to  act  as  «a; 
ff^is  eommisBioners,  to  carry  this  article  into 
^ect  These  officers  sat  in  the  province  in 
which  the  land  lies,  having  before  thffln  the 
■rchives  of  the  Spanish  Qovemment.  Thej 
have  presented  this  report,  from  whicJi  it  ap- 
pesn  that  Uiey  have  confirmed  seventy-one 
niall  dams,  and  rejected  one  handred  and 
ttui^-five.  The  proportion  now  is,  to  recom- : 
nut  this  lull,  to  strike  firom  it  thirty  cases. 

tf  tbb  motun  soeoeeds,  these  people  will 
have  occasion  to  regret  the  day  tiiat  they  were 
transfwred  to  the  United  States.  The  act 
which,  according  to  oar  ideas,  made  them  free, 
will,  according  to  their  conceptions,  make  them 
be^ais.  I  fear  some  of  them  will  not  love 
Uberty  so  much,  as  to  be  entirely  contented 
with  yoar  disfranchisement  of  their  property. 
1 8sj  their  property,  because,  if  Spain  had  re- 
tfiioed  the  teriitoriea,  she  would  have  com- 
pleted every  imperfect  title  in  East  Honda, 
wboMver  a  peUtiw  had  beem  presented  to  the 
Govenior. 

It  was  a  part  of  ^e  policy  of  France,  Eng- 
land, and  Spain,  to  grant  lands  gratnitonsly  to 
all  iJba  inhabitants  who  wduld  receive  tliem. 
^e  most  informal  and  incomplete  of  these 
titles  were  the  most  honest,  and  best  entitled 
to  our  eocifirmation,  when  the  policy  of  that 
Goranment  is  considered.  The  lowest  order 
of  these  titles,  a  "permit  of  Bettlement,"  was 
declared  by  the  commiBsioners  of  West  Florida 
the  m(»t  honest,  as  well  as  the  most  certain 
title.  To  complete  it,  and  obtain  a  title  in  the 
Duoe  of  the  king,  called  sometimes  "  a  title  in 
finrn,"  or  "  tUttlo  de  prapriedaA,"  or  "  royal 
thlfi,"  it  was  only  neceseairto  summon  wit- 
■KBsei  to  appear  before  the  Governor,  and 
pwe  a.  settumeat  upon  the  land,  and  a  contin- 
osnee  a  certain  length  of  time.  This  proof 
entitled  the  occupant  to  a  grant  in  the  name  of 
the  king.  It  was  a  favor  to  the  crown,  and  not 
to  the  sabjecc,  to  settle  and  strengthen  their 
duitant  provinces  and  colonies.  la  the  inter- 
pretation of  this  treaty,  we  shonld  remember 
their  policy,  and  not  oars,  which  holds  up  the 
land  at  a  price  so  high,  tliat  it  is  difficult  for  a 
poor  man  to  purchase  even  the  smallest  legal 
diriaoa  of  the  surveys.  Looking  to  this  pol- 
icy, can  any  man  doabt  what  Spain  would  have 
done  I  I  cannot  doabt  bid  that  she  wotdd  have 
confirmed  every  one  of  those  one  htmdred  and 
tUrty-five  cases  rejected.  If  any  man  was  not 
atisfied  with  bis  umd,  he  had  only  to  petition 
the  Governor,  uid  a  transfer  of  tiie  location 
vaa  ipanted,  aa  a  matter  \^  coarse. 


[H.  or  B, 

The  motion  now  made  to  recommit  this  bill 
with  Lostmcttons,  is  placed  by  the  honorable 
mover  on  two  grounds :  the  one  of  which  is 
foimded  upon  the  idea  that  there  are  grants 
made  subsequent  to  the  time  at  which  Spain 
was  interdicted  from  making  them  by  the 
treaty.  If  gentlemen  will  take  the  tronble  to 
look  into  this  report,  they  will  find  that  every 
claim  dated  after  that  period  has  been  r^eoted. 
The  commissioners  have  not,  in  any  instance, 
confirmed  a  single  claim  posterior  to.  the  24th 
of  January,  1818.  They  have,  in  about  thirty 
cases,  considered  the  royal  title  given  by  the 
Governor  subsequent  to  that  day,  and  before 
the  delivery  of  the  province  to  the  United 
States,  as  evidence  of  the  performance  of  the 
condition.  I  b^  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  fact,  that  uiese  oonfirmations  are  made 
Qpon  concesdona,  the  largest  part  of  wMch 
eventuated  from  the  legitimate  authmties  of 
Spain  twenty  years  before  the  treaty  was  ever 
thought  of.  A  concession  is  a  grant,  upon  con- 
dition of  settlement.  One  of  the  conceasionB 
is  given  as  early  aa  the  year  1794. 

In  1819,  the  concessionary  or  claimant  came 
before  the  Governor,  who  was  a  judicial  as 
well  as  executive  officer,  and  ofiered  his  testi- 
mony.   The  witnesses  were  examined,  the 

Eroof  recorded,  and  deposited  among  the  pub- 
0  archives  on  the  protocol  called  '■'^  delligen- 
The  royal  title,  as  it  is  called,  begins 
with  a  reoitatioOf  "Por  quanto^^^  &c;  or, 
"  whereas."  It  recites  that  a  concession  issued 
on  such  a  day  upon  condition,  and  that  certain 
witnesses  were  called  and  sworn,  who  proved 
the  performance.  These  archives  are  before 
the  commissioners.  The  testimony  is  recorded, 
the  witnesses  known  to  the  commissioners,  or, 
if  dead,  or,  removed  to  Cuba,  their  characters 
are  known  from  their  neighbors.  The  com- 
missioners say  we  receive  tiiis  evidence  of  the 
performance  of  the  condition.  It  would  be  a 
nugatory  and  useless  act  to  call  the  witnesses 
over  again,  when  their  testimony  is  recorded, 
and  recited  in  the  royal  titie  given  by  the  Gov- 
ernor. Instead  of  looking  to  every  act  of  a 
Spanish  tribunal,  as  a  scheme  to  defraud  the 
United  States,  I  would  rather  put  this  more 
liberal  and  charitable  oonBtruction  upon  it,  and 
consider  the  act  as  an  evidence  of  what  Spain 
would  have  done  if  the  territories  had  re- 
mained under  the*  dominion  of  His  Catholic 
Mtyesty.  l'  do  not  believe  that  the  Governors 
of  East  or  West  Florida  were  informed  of  the 

E revisions  of  the  treaty  until  it  was  published 
ere  after  its  final  ratJjScation  in  1821.  Until 
that  period,  they  were  acting  under  a  sense  of 
their  responsibility  to  their  royal  master,  and 
their  acts  ought  to  be  received  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  there  had  been  no  limitation  in 
the  treaty.  So  long  as  the  Governor  had  a 
right  to  ezer<^  Junsdiction^  he  had  the  un- 
questionable power  to  examme  witnesses,  re- 
cord testimony,  either  with  a  view  to  its  per- 
petuity, or  to  be  used  in  foreign  courts.  This 
would  seem  to  be  a  power  so  naturally  inhowt 
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ia  vfvrj  tribimal,  that  it  hardlj  needa  a  refer* 
ence  for  its  support  to  th^  well-known  and 

nniversally  acknowled^  principle,  In  all  civil- 
ized nations,  to  receive  with  respect  the  acts  of 
all  tribunals  of  other  nations,  and  to  presume 
that  tb^  acted  within  the  sphere  of  their  ju- 
risdicti<m  and  duty.  It  is  nothing  more  than  a 
principle  of  comity  and  courtesy — one  which 
onr  courts  of  admiralty  are  in  the  practice  of 
acting  upon,  and  which  has  been  repeatedly 
rec(^fnized  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  The  king  of  Spain,  and  his  officers, 
have  as  much  right  to  disregard  Uie  acts  of  our 
tribunals,  aa  ve  have  those  of  Spain,  on  prin- 
ciples of  national  law ;  and  if  these  cuaims  are 
denied  on  aoch  grounds  as  are  now  nr^ed,  they 
wQl  faare  more  reason  to  question  the  justice  «f 
onr  decisions,  than  we  have  ever  yet  had  to 
condemn  thein<.  I  am  neither  the  defender  nor 
the  wologist  of  the  Spanish  authorities.  The 
apeciu  court  appointed  by  this  GoverumenL 
living  the  archives  before  them,  have  received 
this  evideuce,  and  confirmed  these  claims,  not 
on  the  authority  to  grant  sabaequent  to  the 
limitation  in  the  treaty,  but  upon  a  ooncesfflon 
made  ten  or  twenty  years  before.  The  per- 
formance of  the  condition  only  has  been  proved 
in  due  form  aftw  the  time.  The  hcMUonble 
gmtleman  ahould  reoollect  that  the  autlunrities 
of  Spain  were  not  interdicted  by  the  treaty 
firom  the  exertnae  of  any  Jnri8dioti<nif  or  tiie 
execation  of  any  of  tiieir  niuctiona,  nntil  the 
delivery  of  the  country  to  the  ITDited  States. 
The  provision  ia,  that  all  grants  made  pcratorior 
to  that  date  shul  be  voidL  In  this  report,  all 
grants  of  that  description  are  declared  void. 
The  dass  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  were 
made  prior,  but  witnesses  were  sworn,  and 
proved  a  settiement  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  concession  snbsei^nentiy.  The  commission- 
ers of  West  Florida,  m  every  case  of  this  kind, 
confirmed  the  claim.  In  the  abstracts  of  the 
confirmations  of  that  board,  io  the  Executive 
Documents  <tf  1834r-'fi,  which  I  now  hold  in 
my  hand,  it  will  be  seen  tiiat  where  concessions 
and  royal  titiea  were  both  made,  the  one  prior 
and  the  other  aubseqnent  to  the  34th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1818,  we  confirmed  the  title  upon  the  coo- 
cession.  This  was  done  by  the  commissioners 
of  East  Florida,  and  by  tiie  register  and  re- 
ceiver in  their  report  of  1828-— all  of  which 
have  been  approved  and  tonfirmed  by  acts 
of  Congress.  The  principle  here  is  precisely 
the  same,  and  it  is  for  this  House  to  say  wheth- 
er they  were  bound  to  summon  witnesses  to 
prove  that  which  had  been  ah'eady  proved  be- 
fore a  Spanish  tribunal,  the  evidence  of  which 
was  before  tbem.  *  It  would  have  been  an  act 
of  ■npererogation,  a  useless  eonsumption  of 
tune. 

The  next  ground  of  objection  is,  that  we 
shall  establish  a  dangerous  precedent  for  the 
courts,  which  will  be  injurious  to  the  public 
interests ;  and  this  is  seriously  nrged  upon 
OongresB  as  a  reason  why  this  bill  would  be 
reoommitted.  Sir,  it  la  the  first  time  I  ever 


knew  that  a  Ic^slative  act  was  to  be  reoeived 
as  a  precedent  for  the  admisaMIity  of  evidence 
in  courts  of  justice.  Congress  may  declare 
that  every  man  may  make  affidavit  to  the  ^nu- 
ioeuess  of  his  own  grant.  Will  that  jnstify  a 
court  in  aUowing  a  man  to  be  a  witness  In  Ids 
own  case  t  The  distinction  between  a  legisla- 
tive body  and  a  judicial  tribunal^  the  one  gov- 
erned by  considerations  of  policy,  and  the 
other  by  fixed  laws,  seems  not  to  have  oc- 
curred to  the  gentieman.  Who  ever  heard  of 
the  decisions  of  our  committees  on  the  evi- 
dence offered  to  them  being  quoted  before 
judges  as  a  precedent  for  thrir  decononst 
What  Congress,  in  its  l^dative  discretion, 
chooses  to  do,  has  never  yet  been,  and  never 
will  be,  a  precedent  for  the  courts.  The  courts 
might  aa  well  attempt  to  pass  an  apprtmriatioa 
act,  as  to  say  they  will  confirm  claims  beoanse 
Congress  confirmed  them.  I  need  not  pursue 
this  part  of  the  subject  further,  because  the 
question  can  never  be  made  in  the  courts.  All 
uie  cases  which  are  or  can  be  presented  to 
them  are  now  printed  by  order  of  this  House, 
aud  now  upon  my  table,  to  which  access  can 
be  bad  by  every  member.  There  is  not  among 
that  number  a  single  case  in  which  a  royal  title 
is  riven  after  the  24tb  of  January,  1818 ;  and 
if  eonrts  were  to  look  to  legiaUtive  acta  as 
precedents  for  them,  the  case  will  never  oocnr 
m  which  such  a  reference  can  be  made.  All 
the  spprehenmons  from  this  quarter  m«f  be 
quieted  by  the  examination  of  the  cases  re- 
ferred to  tiie  courts  for  decision.  The  limita- 
tion in  the  treaty,  it  ia  well  known,  was  intro- 
duced expressly  with  a  view  to  exclude  the 
grants  to  the  l5nke  of  AJagon,  De  Yai^as,  and 
Count  Pnnon  Bostro,  and  no  other.  It  was  so 
declared  at  the  time  of  making  the  treaty,  by 
those  who  negotiated  it.  The  idea  of  exclud- 
ing any  other  was  indignantiy  repelled  by  the 
Spanish  Minister,  and  never  insisted  on  by  our 
Government.  The  President  of  the  United 
States  (Ur.  Uonroe)  informed  Congress,  in  an 
executive  message,  that  sach  was  tlie  ol^Ject  of 
that  provision.  Although  such  was  the  view 
of  those  who  negotiated  the  treaty,  that  danse 
has  been  so  rigituy  enforced,  as  to  exclude  from 
confirmation  every  claim  derived  from  the 
Spanish  Government  when  they  possessed  the 
sovereignty  of  the  provinces,  between  the  24th 
of  January,  1818,  and  July,  1821,  when  the 
provinces  were  delivered.  All  these  claims 
were  intended  to  be,  and  ought  to  be,  con- 
firmed ;  but,  by  the  use  of  general  words,  to 
get  rid  of  tiie  largo  ones,  tiiese,  too,  have  l>een 
rejected.  Not  content  with  this  advantage, 
thus  secured  against  a  population  that  Spain 
was  about  to  transfer^  and  about  whose  rights 
the  king  and  his  llinisters  were  somewhat  in- 
different, rendered  more  so  from  a  conviction 
that  the  inhabitant  of  the  ceded  territories  de- 
sired the  change,  we  are  now  about  to  strike 
out  one-half  of  what  has  found  favor  under  the 
rigid  oonstmction  of  the  commissioners,  be- 
cause a  Spanish  Go^^enuK-  had  the  witnesses 
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sworn  and  the  testimony  recorded.  I  cannot 
pezsnade  myself  that  tUs  Hoose  Is  prepared  to 
BtDctioD  A  principle  so  nuast  and  odioos. 

The  whole  amonnt  of  land  in  these  thirty 
EouUl  daims  does  not  exceed  foorteen  thousand 
acres,  which  is  not  worth  the  expenses  of  this 
House  daring  the  time  of  this  debate.  If  these 
claims  ore  stricken  ont,  what  is  proposed  to  be 
done!  Is  a  new  board  to  be  oi^anized,  after  a 
delay  of  nine  years  in  the  adjostment  of  these 
titles!  If  a  new  board  is  to  be  created,  their 
expenses  will  be  greater  than  the  value  of  the 
land.  The  pablic  surreys  will  be  stopped,  the 
{mvate  property  cannot  be  separated  from  the 
pablic.  the  population  of  the  territory  will  be 
retarded,  and  the  most  mischieTous  coose- 
qnouM  resolt  firom  the  deli^. 

Those  who  are  here  from  the  new  States 
veQ  know  the  difficulties  and  embarrassments 
ariang  from  unsettled  titles  to  the  country 
itself;  and  those  who  have  never  seen  it,  can 
form  but  a  Tery  imperfect  conception  of  the 
misery  of  pursninff,  for  ten  years,  an  uncertfun 
title  in  the  tribonus  of  a  conntry,  the  language 
sad  forms  of  which  the  petitioner  cannot  oom- 
]mhend.  The  cry  of  fraud  at  this  period  of 
the  fiesaion,  the  dennnciation  of  all  that  is  of 
Spanish  origin,  is  enough  to  overturn  the  most 
bmefiual  meaanrea;  ont  I  traat  that  this 
Honae,  from  the  oonfid«u»  reposed  in  its  own 
tribunal,  from  the  long  delay  and  injustice 
already  done  to  these  oUumants,  and  teom  a  re- 
nid  for  the  territory  itself  will  not  recommit 
ma  bill,  and  produce  confusion  in  the  country, 
and  certain  rnin  among  its  inhalutants. 


Satusdat,  Kay  1. 

Judffe  Peek. 

Ur.  BccHANAK  moved  to  postpone  the  orders 
of  the  day,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  and 
acting  on  the  arUde  of  mipeaohment 

Ih.  Whettubbt  said,  (this  day  being  set 
^rt  by  themselves  fat  oimsidering  pnvate 
buls,)  he,  as  the  member  chai^;ed  witn  attend- 
ing to  this  class  of  badness,  would  say,  that  it 
was  perh4>s  inexpedient  to  press  &e  consider- 
ation of  many  more  of  the  numerous  private 
bills  yet  on  the  docket,  because,  if  they  were 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  not  acted 
CD  there,  they  would  be  in  a  worse  situatioa 
than  if  they  remained  as  they  are,  for  the 
Batue  to  take  them  np  at  the  next  session. 
He  ahoold  not,  therefore,  oppose  the  motion  for 
postponement. 

The  Hoose  thra  went  into  Committee  of  the 
'Vh<de,  ICr.  Stiuoxbs  in  the  di^,  and  took 
vp  the  article  of  impeachment  r^orted  by  the 
Sdect  Committee  against  Jndge  Peek. 

Some  verbal  amendments  being  made  to  the 
article,  on  motion  of  Ifr.  Bcooanan, 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  article 
to  the  House ;  and  by  the  Hoose  it  was  agreed 
to  without  oltJeetion. 

ICr.  Bdooaiuh  tfam  moved  that  the  Hoose 


[H.  OF  B. 

proceed  now  to  the  appointment  of  five  man- 
agers, to  condnot  the  impraclunent  on  the  part 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  WiLUAMs  inquired  how  many  managers 
were  ^pointed  in  the  case  of  Judge  Chase. 

JSx.  BiTOHANAN  replied  that  seven  managers 
were  appointed  on  that  occasion,  but  it  was 
thought  that  five  were  as  many  as  were  neces- 
sary for  the  present  case. 

Mr.  B.'e  motion  being  agreed  to, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of 
five  managers,  by  ballot,  when  the  following 
gentlemen  received  a  majority  of  votes,  and 
were  iq>pointed,  viz : 

Jahib  Buchanan,  of  PennsylTania. 
EraBT  R.  Stobbs,  of  Kew  York. 
GaoBos  HoDurnz,  of  South  Carolina. 
Ahbboss  Sfehobb,  of  Now  York. 
Chablks  Wiokuffb,  of  Kentucky. 

The  first  four  were  appointed  on  the  first  bal- 
lot. Four  ballots  took  place  before  a  fifth  man- 
ager was  chosen,  in  all  of  which  till  the  last 
the  votes  were  pretty  much  divided  between 
Kr.  WioKUFfB  and  Mr.  Doddbidox,  besides 
whom  a  large  number  of  members  received 
more  or  less  votes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buobahait,  it  was 

Jtaolved,  That  the  article  agreed  to  by  this  House, 
to  be  exhibited,  in  the  name  of  themaelves  and  of 
all  the  people  of  the  Halted  States,  agomst  Jamea 
H.  Feck,  in  nudnteoance  of  their  impeachment 
g^jainst  htm  for  high  misdemeanors  in  office,  be  ear- 
ned to  the  Senate  by  the  maoi^rs  appf^nted  to 
conduct  said  impeachment. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  BuoHANAif,  it  was 

Setolved,  That  a  messag^e  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
to  inform  them  that  this  House  have  appointed 
managers  to  coodoct  the  impeachment  against 
James  H.  Peek,  iuiga  of  the  district  court  m  the 
United  States  f^r  the  district  of  Missouri,  and  have 
directed  the  s^d  managers  to  carry  to  the  Senate 
,  the  ardcle  agreed  npon  by  this  House,  to  be  exhib- 
ited in  maintenance  of  ^elr  impeachment  ag^Qst 
the  said  James  H.  Peck,  and  that  die  C3eik  of  this 
Hoose  do  go  with  said  message. 


Monday,  May  8. 
OultuTe  qf  Silk. 

Mr.  A.  Spehobb,  from  the  Oomndttee  on 

Agrioidture,  reported  the  following  resolution : 

Retolved,  That  ten  thonsand  eof^  of  the  Man- 
ual on  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  Silk  in  other 
countries,  transmitted  to  this  House  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  fifth  day  of  February, 
1828,  be  printed  fbr  the  use  of  tUs  House. 

Mr.  Polk  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  bat  the  motion  was  negatived — nays  80. 

Mr.  MoDcrFiB  opposed  the  resolution,  hav- 
ing onderatood  that  the  work  proposed  to  be 
reprinted  possessed  no  valne.  The  instructions 
were  too  complex  for  unlettered  people,  and 
experience  proved  that  it  was  of^no  use  to 
them.   Persons  in  his  part  of  the  conntry,  who 
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made  many  pounda  of  silk  every  year,  coold 
derive  no  benefit  from  this  book. 

Hr.  CAMBRBLENa  o<iQcarred  in  the  opinion 
that  the  book  was  not  worth  printing.  A  per- 
son engaged  in  preparing  a  work  on  the  same 
sabject,  and  who  nnderstood  it  well,  informed 
him  that  the  manual  was  worthless.  Let  the 
committee  take  all  the  works  on  this  subject, 
and  compile  one  containing  the  best  of  eadi. 
Several  works  have  been  since  issaed,  that  are 
superior  to  the  one  in  question. 

Hr.  Bates,  of  Masaachnsetts,  said,  here  was 
ezperioice  ag^st  experience.  It  was  alleged 
by  gentlemen  that  practical,  intelligent  per- 
sons, professing  to  be  able  to  give  an  acconnt 
of  the  subject  themselves,  had  denounced  the 
work  in  question  aa  worthless.  Now,  he  had 
ia  his  district  some  men  of  some  little  inteUi- 
gence,  who  were  engaged  in  the  silk  culture, 
who  said  the  work  was  a  very  valuable  acqui- 
sition. He  had  received  letter  on  letter  for  a 
copy  of  Uie  worlL  but  not  one  was  to  be  had. 
The  book  was  valuable,  because  it  gave  an  ao- 
oount  oi  the  best  modes  of  ooltivatrng  silk  in 
oonntriM  where  it  bad  been  cnltivated  for  cen- 
turies. As  he  bad  no  donbt  of  the  v^ne  of 
the  work,  and  as  it  was  not  volnminons,  he 
hoped  tbe  House  would  have  it  disseminated, 
without  regarding  the  pittance  it  would  cost. 

Mr.  Wayne  would  not  undertake  to  pro- 
nounce on  the  merits  of  the  work,  but  he  knew 
that  many  of  the  people  whom  be  represented 
were  very  desirous  to  obtain  it.  In  the  early 
settlement  of  Georgia,  the  object  of  many  was 
the  growth  of  silk,  and  it  was  commenced  and 
tried  for  some  time.  Why  was  it  discontin- 
ued! From  one  of  two  causes:  Either  by 
being  snperseded  in  value  by  oOier  pursuitsi  or 
being  discouraged  by  the  want  of  information. 
Hany,  however,  continued  the  culture,  and 
some  nave  prosecuted  it  for  forty  years,  who, 
residing  on  lands  too  arid  for  other  cultivation, 
bave  gone  on  in  the  original  pursuit ;  the  cul- 
ture has  not  been  extended  because  of  the  want 
of  suitable  information  to  instruct  them  in  it. 
He  wished,  therefore,  that  the  information  con- 
tained in  the  work  in  question  should  go  forth 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  needed  it.  He  re- 
ferred to  societies  formed  or  forming  in  Geor- 
gia, for  the  cultivation  of  siUc,  to  whom  the  in- 
formation would  be  particularly  uaefiil  and  ao- 
ceptable. 

Hr.  SraNOEB,  of  New  'fork,  rose  to  make 
some  ronarka,  bnt  the  expiration  of  tbe  hoar 
arrested  the  debate. 


TUESDAT,  iSaj  4. 
Judffe  Pack. 

Mr.  BuoHANAH,  from  the  managers  appointed 
on  the  part  of  this  House  to  conduct  the  im- 
peachment against  James  H.  Peck,  judge  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  tiie  dis- 
trict of  Missouri,  reported : 

"That  they  did,  this  day,  can?  to  tiie  Senate, 
then  in  session  as  a  high  court  of  fanpeachment,  the 


[Hat.  1880. 

article  of  impeachment  agreed  to  by  this  House  on 
the  lat  instant ;  and  tb&t  they  were  informed  that 
they  would  take  proper  messures  relative  to  the 
said  impeachment,  of  wliich  the  House  would  be 

duly  notified." 

MoHDAT,  May  10. 

SanJt^the  Vnittd  Statet. 

Mr.  PoxTUS,  of  Nortb  Carolina,  by  leave  of 
the  House,  ofiiered  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Rualved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  tToited 
States  confers  no  power  oa  Congress  to  estaUish  a 
corporation  with  asthoiity  to  mannbeture  money 
out  of  paper,  and  drenlate  the  same  irithia  the 
limits  of  any  of  the  States. 

S.  JUtolped,  That  if  such  power  existed  in  Con- 
gress, it  were  unwise  and  inexpedient  to  exercise  it, 
and  especially  to  the  extent  contemjdated  in  the 
present  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

S.  Retolved,  That  dw  paper  moiey  or  banktaig 
system,  generally,  is  in  its  tendency  ruinous  to  the 
interests  of  labor,  and  dangerous  to  the  libertiM  of 
tlie  people. 

4.  Reaolv«d,  ihenfan.  That  this  House  wiU  not 
consent  to  the  renews!  of  the  (diarter  of  the  Bank 

of  the  United  States. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read, 

Mr.  PoTTBB  said  it  was  not  bis  object  to  in- 
vite discussion  on  the  subject  at  this  time.  He 
had  offered  the  resolution  as  a  set-off  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
on  the  same  subject ;  and  he  pledged  himself, 
whenever  it  came  up  for  consideration^  to  make 
good  the  propositions  embraced  in  his  resolu- 
tions. He  had  offered  them  altogether,  inde- 
pendently of  any  regard  to  mere  personal  party- 
ism,  with  which  be  acknowledged  no  sympatfax 
whatever,  but  as  a  guaranty  to  tiie  American 
people,  from  bis  place  in  this  House,  that  the 
measure,  to  prepare  the  way  for  which  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
been  brought  in,  would  be  resisted  here.  It 
should  be  resisted  here;  and  he  earnestly 
hoped  that  the  people,  in  every  section  of  the 
United  States,  would  forthwith  fix  their  atten- 
tion upon  this  subject,  as  one  involving,  in  the 
most  essential  manner,  tbeir  dearest  rights  and 
interests ;  and  that,  by  a  timely  and  vigilant 
exercise  of  their  power  at  the  polls,  they  would 
take  care  to  organize  this  House  with  a  direct 
reference  to  the  acyustmmt  of  tbis  question. 
For  the  present  be  moved  to  lay  the  lesolutima 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  WmmjESET  demanded  that  the  qius- 
tion,  whether  the  House  would  consider  the 
resolutions,  should  be  put,  lest  the  entertaining 
of  the  motion  by  the  House  mi^t  affieot  the 
price  of  the  stock,  &o. ;  but. 

The  Spbaeeb  deciding  that  the  motion  to  lay 
on  tbe  table  took  precedence  of  the  motion  of 
*'  consideration," 

The  question  was  put  on  living  the  resolu- 
tions on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  affirmar 
tive  as  follows : 

YUB^^Hessn.  Alexander,  Allan,  Alston,  ABdv 
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aoo.  Angel,  Archer,  P.  P.  Barboar,  Betl,  Jofao  Biair, 
Boon,  Bont,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Gambrelene,  Car- 
aoo,  Claiborne,  CUy,  Coke,  Hector  Craig,  Kobert 
Crtag,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Crocberon,  DareDport, 
J.  Davis,  W.  B.  Davis,  Deberry,  Denny,  Desha, 
Earil,  flndlay.  Ford,  Forward,  Fry,  Gather,  Gop- 
dw.  Green,  Hall,  Harvey,  Hayues,  Hemphill,  Hmds, 
Hoflknan,  Habbard,  Ihrie,  Irrin,  lucks,  R.  M.  John- 
600,  C.  Johnson,  Kincaid,  P.  Kog,  Lecompte,  Lewis, 
Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Martin,  Thomas  Maxwell^  Mc- 
Crecrj,  UcCoy,  VcDoffie,  Molntire,  Mitchell,  Moa- 
ell,  NnekoUs,  Pettis,  Folk,  Potter,  Powers,  fien- 
eber,  Bouie,  Bond,  Scott,  Wm.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H. 
8h»perd,  Shidda,  Semmes,  Sill,  S.  A.  Smith, 
gp^ht,  Stanberry,  Standifer,  Strong,  Trezraot, 
Twker,  Yerplanck,  Wayne,  WeekB,  Wickliffe, 
Williams,  Yancey— «9. 

KaT& — ^Measn.  Annstroog,  Arnold,  Bailey,  Noyes 
Batber,  Bairinger,  Bartley,  Mylw,  Bockee,  Bofges, 
Cahoon,  Clulton,  Oonifict,  Conner,  Cooper,  Cowles, 
Oaoe,  Cteighton,  DeWitt,  Doddrid^,  Duncao,  Ells- 
vorth,  Oeo.  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett, 
Horace  Everett,  ViaciL,  Qilmore,  Orennell,  Hawkins, 
Haggles,  Hont,  Huntington,  Ingersoll,  Jennings, 
Jc^ms,  Kendall,  Letcher,  Martindale,  Lewis  Mazwdl, 
lleraer,  Miller,  Hohlenberg,  Norton,  Pearce,  Pier- 
eon,  Bamsey,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rose,  Ambrose  Spen- 
cer, Stephens,  Sutherland,  Swann,  Swift,  ttyioe, 
Tert,  Vance,  Vamum,  Yinton,  Washington,  Whit- 
tlesey, WDde,  Wiogate,  Toung— 66. 

Itr.  DsATTCnr,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Hr. 
VmTE,  of  New  York,  were,  at  their  own  re- 
qoest,  exeiued  from  TOtang  on  the  qnesticm, 
mh  ttaUng  that  he  was  interested  as  a  stodc- 
holder  in  tue  bank. 

lb,  Hux,  of  North  OarolfauL  stated  to  the 
Bone  that  as  he  happened  to  he  without  the 
bar  of  the  Hooae  when  hi8*name  was  called,  he 
TSB  tiiereibre  prednded  from  voting,  bat  that 
he  woold  have  voted  against  laying  the  resola- 
timv  on  the  table. 

Mr.  AnoHEB  rose  to  move  that  the  resola- 
tioQs  be  jninted ;  but  the  admiseioQ  of  a  mo- 
Uon  remuring  nnanimons  consent,  and  it  being 
oljeotea  to^  Uie  motaon  liUled. 


Tie  Tatif-SaU, 

The  HoQse  resomed  the  «onnderation  of  the 
ImB  to  regalete  Ihe  odlectioa  of  the  duties  on 
in^Mts,  with  the  depending  amendments. 

The  question  nnder  consideration  when  the 
House  adjourned  yesterday,  was  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  GoBHAM  to  reconsider  an  amendment 
agreed  to,  concerning  the  doty  on  iron,  &o. ; 
which  motion  grew  out  of  the  adoption  of  the 
otba-  amendment  for  reducing  the  duty  on  salt. 

Ur.  GoBUAK,  of  HassachuBetts,  briefly  ex- 
plained his  object  in  making  this  motion.  He 
eomidered  the  vote  upon  the  salt  duty  as  break- 
ing in  upon  tiie  present  aiystem  of  revenue,  in- 
dnd  (tf  rc^olatiiME  its  coUectitm,  which  was  the 
oljeetof  the  ozig^ul  bin  now  under  considera- 
fifliL  He  i^>ealed  to  goitlemea  whethw  it 
vaa  poMUe  to  pass  anj  bill  on  Ihis  snlject  at 
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this  session,  if  the  whole  fleld  of  debate  was 
tlras  thrown  open.  Mr.  G.  conclnded  by  saying, 
that,  under  thie  view  of  the  case,  if  any  gentle- 
man would  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  upon 
the  salt  duty,  so  as  to  make  it 'possible  to  agree 
upon  any  bill  upon  this  sabject,  he  would,  to 
DU^e  way  for  such  a  motion,  withdraw  the 
motion  which  he  had  made. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDOE,  of  Virginia,  having  intimated 
a  disposition  to  make  the  motion  suggested  bj 
the  member  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Gobhah 
withdrew  his  motion ;  and 

Mr.  DoDDBiDQE  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  upon  Mr.  Babbutosb'b  amendment  for  re- 
ducing the  duty  on  salt. 

Mr.  Watsr,  of  Georgia,  asked  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  geuUeman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  renew  his  motion  if  the  pending 
motion  was  njeoted. 

Mr,  GoBHAM  dediiUng  to  make  any  j^edge 
on  thatpoint — 

Mr.  Watne,  taking  it  for  granted  that  snoh 
was  the  iatention  of  Mr.  Gobham,  made  a  de- 
cided speech  against  the  course  now  proposed, 
considering  it  as  a  mere  proposition,  call  it  by 
what  name  geutiemen  would,  of  haivain  and 
sale :  agaiust  which  he  invdghed  with  consid- 
erable warmth  and  zeal. 

Mr.  Bakhinqbe,  of  North  Carolina,  depre- 
cated a  protracted  debate  on  this  question  of 
reconsideration,  and  expressed  great  regret  that 
so  much  difficalty  should  exist  in  obtunin^  a 
reduction  of  tlie  duty  on  this  necessary  of  life. 
He  dwelt  upon  the  course  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  in  reference  to  this  duty,  and  to  the 
tariff  generally,  and  madaa  very  strong-  appeal 
to  the  magnanimity  and  spirit  of  concUiation 
of  members  from  other  States  to  grant  this  lit- 
tle boon  to  a  State  which  had  heretofore  asked 
for  BO  littie,  and  submitted  so  cheerfully  to  the 
laws  regulating  the  duties  on  imports,  and  to  the 
general  legislation  of  Confess.  Mr.  B.  con^ 
eluded  his  speech  by  a  motion  for  the  previous 
question,  (which  would  have  been  upon  the 
question  imme^ately  pending,  viz.,  reconsidera- 
tion.) 

The  House  refused  to  second  the  previous 
question,  by  a  vote  of  98  to  88. 

Mr.  Bebd  8(ud,  that  when  the  vote  ol  the 
House  was  taken  yesterday  to  reduce  the  duty 
on  salt,  he  was  soiprised  at  the  result.  I  feared 
(stud  Mr.  B.)  that  I,  as  well  as  others,  had  been 
remiss,  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  in  per- 
mitting the  question  to  be  taken  without  dis- 
cussion. I  am  aware  that  the  mun  subject 
before  the  House  was  a  bill  to  enforce  the  due 
observance  of  our  revenue  laws,  and  to  prevent 
smuggling  and  fraud  in  their  execution.  An 
amendment  had  been  introduced  into  the  bill 
by  a  gentiemon  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
McDuFFiE,)  materially  altering  the  tariff.  We 
have  had  for  a  number  of  days,  a  debate,  able 
and  spirited,  but  of  a  very  general  character, 
investigating  the  whde  tariff  principle.  I  sup- 
posed tn&t  to  investigate  the  subject  generally 
was  the  oljeot  of  the  debate,  and  I  had  no  ex- 
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peotation  that  any  changes  -in  tiie  tariff  were 
contemplated  at  this  session. 

The  amendment  referred  to  cont^ed  a 
nnmber  of  articles  on  which  a  rednction  of  the 
doty  was  proposed.  In  the  discnssion  before 
the  Honse,  little  or  nothing  has  been  said  as  to 
the  policy  or  expediency  of  reducing  the  doty 
on  those  articles.  Nor  has  any  thing  been  said 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  reduction  of  duty  on 
those  articles,  either  to  the  mannfactorer  or 
consumer.  I  conld  not  suppose  that  a  repeal 
of  any  daty  was  serionsly  contemplated,  witb- 
ont  a  more  particniar  ezamination  of  the  sob- 
ject  I  could  not  imagine  it,  beoanse  this  House 
nare  repeatedly  expressed  a  different  opinion 
by  their  votes,  and  because  they  had  on  the 
very  same  day  voted  entirely  different  as  to 
other  amendments.  I  hope,  then,  sir,  this 
Honse  and  my  constituents  will  fotgive  me, 
under  such  circumstances,  I  refrained  firom  say- 
ing that  which,  under  other  circumstances,  I 
dionld  have  felt  under  the  highest  obligations 
to  urge  upon  their  consideration.  I  trust  it  is 
not  too  late  yet ;  and  I  beg  the  attention  of  the 
House  while  I  state,  as  well  as  I  may  be  able, 
the  reasons  why  I  tiiink  they  ought  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  of  yesterday. 

I  have  been  no  advocate  for  the  tarifE^  bat  I 
am  an  advocate  fbr  some  permanency  in  dnties 
deeply  affecting  the  interests  of  alL  Ve  must 
have  revenue.  We  shall  not  vote  for  direct 
taxes.  We  shall,  therefore,  continue  to  raise 
revenue  by  duties  as  heretofore.  In  assessing 
this  tariff  of  dnties,  I  have  no  faemtation  in  say- 
ing it  should  be  a  discrimmating  tariff.  It  should 
have  reference  to  the  means  and  wants  of  the 
country — to  manufacturers  and  consumers. 
.  Of  the  tariffs  that  have  passed  this  House,  in 
my  opinion  no  part  of  the  country  has  suffered 
more  than  that  which  I  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent ;  and  I  am  qnite  sure  no  interest  in  the 
country  has  suffered  so  much  as  the  navigation 
interest  Without  snflSdently  examining  the 
sntiJecL  I  know  that  interest  is  severely  oppress- 
ed ny  high  dnties,  and  it  is  now  compiled  to 
contend  with  foreign  nations  under  great  dis- 
advantages. L  therefore,  have  always  hoped 
we  should  modify  the  tariff  of  1828,  made  un- 
der the  most  unfavorable  circumstances. 

No  subject  can  be  presented  to  statesmen,  of 
greater  difficulty  than  that  of  fixing  a  jnst  and 
expedient  tariff,  unless  it  be  the  subject  of  al- 
tering and  repealing  a  tariff  when  made.  If 
we  would  consult  the  public  good,  we  must  di- 
vest ourselves  of  party  spirit  8ome  gentlemen 
contend  that  "  we  have  a  right  to  repeal  duties 
when  we  please,  regardless  of  the  consequences 
to  mannfactnrersb"  We  have  the  power,  the 
phyncal  power ;  bat  do  we  possess  the  moral 
IK>wer?  Are  we  not  bound  to  look  with  atten- 
tion and  regard  to  the  interests  of  all,  and  every 
part  ?  Whatever  might  have  been  oar  political 
views  or  votes  in  Congress,  axe  we  not  bound 
to  regard  and  protect,  as  far  as  we  may  be  able, 
those  interests  which  have  grown  in  in  conse- 
quence of  tba  laws  and  regolations  o£  onr  conn- 
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try!  I  have  always  felt  and  acknowledged 
these  obligations,  and  endeavored  to  act  accord- 
ingly. I  liave  always  admitted  the  rights  and 
claims  of  minorities ;  and,  in  that  view,  I  have 
always  given  full  weight  to  the  representations 
of  the  South.  Minorities  have  rights,  and  ma- 
jorities are  morally  boand  to  reg^  them.  If 
southern  people  are  suffering  as  they  represent, 
and  those  snfferings  result  from  our  tanff  laws, 
those  laws  ought  to  be  modified.  Bnt  these 
are  questions  which  must  first  be  decided ;  and 
as  prosperity  and  adver^ty  are  bat  compara- 
tive, the  intweste  oi  the  wlurfe  and  the  parts 
mast  be  oar^blly  examined.  Onr  dnties  were 
laid  fyr  rerarae,  but  adi^ited  to  tlia  ^oatiou 
of  the  country  and  the  wants  <^  the  eonntiT-, 
and  were  calculated  to  call  forth  the  effort  of 
the  country  to  relieve  those  wants.  If  fina- 
ble interests  have  grown  ap  under  such  a  state 
of  things — ^nnder  the  fostering  influence  of  onr 
laws,  who  would  wantonly  destroy  snch  inter- 
ests? I  trust,  DO  one.  Sound  policy  forbids 
frequent  innovation  upon  these  subjects.  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  so  far  aa  re- 
lates to  property,  our  Grovemment  is  one  of 
the  worst  possible,  miless  tiiere  be  permanence 
in  our  principles  and  policy.  No  wise  man  can 
oonndo'  the  question,  as  now  presented,  to  be 
what  would  have  hem  wise  mi  good  in  rda- 
tion  to  tiie  tariff^  and  dende  aoeoidii^y.  No ;  a 
very  different  state  <tf  things  is  presented.  Onr 
^reat  duty  now  is,  to  look  at  the  laws,  and  the 
interests  of  the  country,  superinduced  by  those 
laws,  and  do  what  is  i^t  and  expedient  Wo 
must  view  things  as  they  now  are  ? 

The  interest  of  every  part  shonld  be  consult- 
ed. I  am  always  happy  to  hear  a  member  of 
this  floor  state  the  situation  of  his  own  constit- 
uents ;  and  I  have  never  had  any  hesitation  in 
presenting,  as  fbr  as  I  might  be  able,  the  situa- 
tion of  those  vh<Hn  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent In  that  w^  we  obtain  actual  knowle^ 
of  the  flitiiation  « tbe  oountry,  and  are  euablcid 
to  act  wisely,  if  we  are  governed  by  the  knowl- 
^Ige  we  obtun.  The  subject  now  under  con- 
sideration, the  repeal  of  the  du^  on  salt,  either 
in  part  or  whole,  is  one  of  importance  to  all, 
and  more  especiidly  to  those  engaged  in  the 
manufacture.  Salt  manu&ctories  nave  grown 
up  under  governmental  recommendations  and 
governmental  encouragement. 

As  I  esteem  the  early  history  of  our  country 
invaluable,  allow  me  to  bA.  you  to  go  as  far 
back  as  July,  1776 — the  very  period  of  the  dec- 
laration of  our  independence.  No  salt  was 
then  manufactured  in  this  oouutry.  What  was 
the  situation  of  the  country  in  relation  to  salt, 
so  necessary  to  lifo  itself  I  A  few  leet^ect ; 
others  have  heard.  I  wiU  rel^  to  some  short 
abstracts  from  tiie  Journals  of  the  oM  Oongress, 
lest  there  should  be  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  one. 

In  July,  1776,  a  few  days  after  the  declantioD  of 
indepenoniea,  a  committee  of  thirteen  (one  from 
each  of  the  States)  were  appointed  to  make  inquiry 
for  virsin  lead,  leaden  ore,  and  the  best  method  of 
Mdlectuig,  smelting,  and  refining  it;  and,  on  the 
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WM  day,  tbe  nme  committee  were  tUrected,  in 
tbe  recess  of  Congress,  to  inquire  into  tlie  euiest 
•ad  ebeapest  method  of  nuking  salt  in  these 
colonies. 

December  29, 1116.  Rudvei,  That  as  the  im- 
portation of  any  amTeraally  necenarf  commodity, 
and  the  exportation  of  onr  prodace  to  pnrohase 
Ob  nme,  most  give  proporUonably  greater  oppor- 
tonitj  to  our  enemies  of  making  depredatiooa  on 
the  property  of  tbe  inhabitants  of  tbeae  cc^onies, 
and  of  occasionidly  distressing  them  by  intercept- 
ing Boch  commodities,  it  is  earnestly  recommeuded 
to  tbe  MTeral  assemblies  or  conrentionB  imme- 
fately  to  promote,  by  sofflcient  pobUe  encourage- 
mcBts,  the  making  salt  in  thdr  respectire  colonies. 

Ifay  SO,  I7T0.  Jietolved,  That  it  be  recommend- 
ed to  tbe  Committees  <tf  Obaerration  and  Inspec- 
tioD  in  the  United  Colonies  so  to  regulate  the  price 
of  Bah  as  to  prevent  unreasonable  exactions  on  the 
part  of  the  seller,  kc. 

December  9,  1776.  Whereas,  in  consequence  of 
many  complunts  that  engrossers  bad  distressed 
the  pabtic  by  raidng  salt  to  an  exorbitant  price,  the 
Cooncil  of  Safety  o?  Pennaylranla,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  Congress,  took  the  mant^ment  of  the 
allUr  into  tlieir  bands,  and  have  endearored,  by  as 
jnst  and  equal  a  distribntion  as  possible  of  the  salt 
mpoKed  from  time  to  time,  to  supply  the  different 
part!  of  the  conntry,  yrt  h  i«  foond  upon  trial,  &c., 
thtf  A*  remedy  haa  been  ineCfectaal ;  and,  on  the 
cootrary,  salt  eontinnes  scarcer  and  dearer  in  this 
port,  than  when  no  regulations  have  been  tried: 
tite^on,  RetUvtd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Comicfl  of  Safety  of  PeonBytraaia  to  take  off  all 
restraint  apon  the  sale  of  salt,  ka. 

Jsne  8,  1777.  SMotved,  nat  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for 
sraplyii^  the  United  States  with  salt. 

Jnoe  18,  1777.  Retolved,  That  it  be  recommend- 
ed to  die  several  States  to  offer  such  liberal  en- 
conagement  to  persons  Importing  salt,  as  they 
ihaB  jadge  wiD  be  effectual,  bo.  Tnat  it  be  reoom- 
aieaded  to  the  several  States  to  erect  and  en- 
cotnage,  in  tbe  most  liberal  and  effeotoal  manner, 
|t«er  worits  for  tbe  making  of  salt. 

iOr  17,  1777.  That,  in  condderation  of  the 
•eardty  of  salt,  Ac,  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
tike  the  moat  effectual  and  speedy  measures  for  im- 
porting into  different  parts  of  ttus  continent  large 
qsantities  of  that  article,  &o. 

October  S2,  1777.  Whereas  tfaere  is  an  imme- 
£ate  demand  for  the  article  aforcudd.  In  tbe  mid- 
dle district,  (referting  to  other  reflolnUona  respect- 
fngtth,) 

Setalttd,  That  tbe  supreme  executive  authoriUes 
<rfliw  States  of  Xassachusetts  Bay  and  Connecticut 
be  reapectively  requested  to  assist  the  Commissary 
Geaeral  of  Farehases  in  procuring  wagons  or  teams 
ftr  nmo^i^  twdTe  thoiisaad  bushels  of  sdt  from 
Ibe  «uteni  to  the  middle  district,  &c.,  and  in  re- 
moving the  mK  from  thence  to  such  places  (m  the 
KorthlUver  aa  he  rimll  judge  moit  convenient. 

The  above  ntracts  from  the  records  of  the 
old  Omg^vB  ■bow  most  conolasiTely  the  situa- 
tion of  uie  coontry  «t  that  time,  and  their  dis- 
trees  for  the  want  of  this  necessary  of  life. 
They  show  the  anxiety  that  they  felt  to  intro- 
duce tbe  maanfiacture  of  salt  into  the  conntry, 
ud  that  they  used  all  the  power  they  then  had 
to  taooiirage  it. 
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At  that  time,  the  miuinfiu:tiire  of  salt  from  , 
sea  water,  by  solar  evaporation,  was  com- 
menoed  in  my  neighborhood  and  district.  In 
the  beginning,  their  inventions  were  cmde  and 
imperfect,  bat  tbe  manufacture  has  steadily  ad- 
vanced, and  impro.vements  have  constantly  been 
made  from  that  time  to  the  present.  No  patent 
was  taken,  and  their  improvements  have  been 
introduced  into  Bbode  Island,  Connecticut 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  and 
other  places,  and  may  be  used  by  all  who  feel 
inclined  to  use  them. 

At  present,  as  appears  by  the  retnm,  they 
have  xa  Masaaofansetta,  and  principally  in  my 
district,  A  capital  inve^ed  in  the  mannfactare 
of  salt,  amounting  to  one  million  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-fotir  thoosand  five  bnndred  and  sev- 
enty-six dollars.  They  manufacture  annually 
five  hundred  and  three  thousand  six  hundred 
and  eighty-six  bushels  of  salt,  of  the  best  qual- 
ity, and  fit  for  any  use  whatever,  folly  equal  to 
alum  or  Turk's  lidand  salt 

Permit  me  to  inqaire  for  a  few  minutes  what 
has  been  the  legudatlon  of  our  Government 
upon  this  subject. 

In  the  Tcry  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  1789,  a  dutr  of  six  aod  a  qnarter  cents 
per  bosihel  was  laid  upon  the  importation  of 
salt.  This  duty  was  nndoabtedly  kid  for  rev- 
enue ;  but  have  we  not  every  reason  to  believe 
that  those  men  who  composed  that  Congress, 
and  who  were  in  part  the  same  men  who  com- 
posed the  old  Congress,  had  a  fall  knowled^ 
and  recollection  of  the  acts  of  that  Congress  m 
relation  to  salt  I  Had  they  not  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  tiie  distress  of  the  country,  and  the  ex- 
orbitant price  pud  for  tbe  article  ^  and  had  - 
they  not,  in  furtherance  of  tbe  repeated  resolu- 
tions and  reoommwdations  the  old  Congress 
the  intention,  by  laying  the  duty,  to  encourage 
its  lAanufaoture  1  I  cannot  believe  it  admits  of 
donbtL  In  August,  1790,  the  rait  tax  was  r^sed 
to  twelve  cents  per  bushel.  In  1797,  to  twenty 
cents.  This  duty  was  continued  until  1807, 
when  it  was  repeated ;  the  repeal  had  a  bad  ana 
almost  ruinous  effect  upon  tbe  manufacturer, 
with  very  littie  temporary  benefit  to  the  con- 
sumer. In  the  year  181 S,  t^e  same  dnty  of 
twenty  cents  per  bushel  was  laid.  This  act 
was  limited  to  continue  until  one  year  after  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  no  longer.  Hence  it  baa 
been  called  a  war  duty  in  this  House.  I  per- 
ceive not  the  distinction  attempted  to  be  set  up, 
but  let  gentiemeu  remember,  that,  on  the  ex- 
piration of  the  period  limited,  in  April,  1816, 
the  limitation  was  removed,  uid  tiie  tax  was 
made  as  peipetnal  as  any  other  tax.  It  has 
continued  from  that  period  until  the  present. 
Under  the  influence  of  this  duty,  the  various 
salt  manufactories,  on  tbe  seaboard  and  in  the 
interior,  have  been  brongfat  into  operation. 
They  have  been  every  year  increasing.  They 
have  been  in  a  great  measure  successful.  New 
improvements  have  been  added  every  year  in 
the  cheapness  and  quality  of  the  salt.  The 
capital  employed,  I  tMnk,  most  exceed  eight 
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milUons  of  dollars.  It  can  be  n&ed  for  do  other 
purpose.  We  mannfactare  at  this  time,  in  the 
country,  nearly  five  millions  of  boshels  yearly, 
and  more  than  hidf  the  average  qaaotity  used 
for  fourteen  years  past  The  competition  in 
the  market  on  the  seaboard,  vbere  foreign  salt 
most  be  brought,  Las  reduced  the  price  very 
mach.  It  could  not  be  much  reduced  by  a  re- 
peal of  the  duty,  and  in  a  few  years  would  be 
higher  If  the  duty  was  repealed.  Salt  is  import- 
,  ed  principally  in  ships  as  ballast.  The  importer 
gains  litue,  very  little,  for  freight,  for  the  rea- 
son  I  have  given ;  otherwise,  a  fair  charge  for 
freight  would  be  three  times  what  is  now  ob- 
t^ned.  I  regret  it,  on  accomit  of  the  mer- 
chant ;  but  in  such  a  case,  he  ought  and  must 
yield  his  profit  for  the  public  good. 

It  shomd  be  nndarstood  that  the  mannfactnre 
of  salt  on  the  seaboard  can  be  sacceasfally  pros- 
ecuted witli  a  small  capitaL  Those  who  are  no 
longer  able  to  pursue  the  life  oi  seamen,  in 
many  cases  erect  a  small  manufactory  for  salt. 
There  are  more  than  ei^bt  hundred  of  these 
small  factories  in  my  district ;  their  salt  is  taken 
away  in  small  vessels,  and  carried  to  market  to 
various  parts  of  the  country.  Kothiug  can  be 
BO  well  calculated  to  produce  severe  competi- 
tion, and  thereby  redoce  the  price,  as  these 
manufacturers  meeting  the  importer.  Their 
competition  with  each  other,  and  with  the  im- 
porter, has  reduced  it  to  the  lowest  price,  not 
exceeding  thirty  cents  for  fifty-six  pounds. 

But  some  gentlemen  seem  to  suppose  that 
the  duty  on  salt  is  no  part  of  the  tanffl  What 
is  the  tariff?  What  do  gentlemen  understand 
by  encouragement  to  mannfactares  9  Have  we 
any  law  by  which  mannfactares  are  encouraged, 
other  than  the  tf^iff  of  duties  on  the  importa- 
tion of  similar  articles  f  Have  we  any  pledge 
for  the  permanency  of  those  laws,  except  it  be 
the  wisdom  and  discretion  of  Oon^;ressf  Have 
I  not  shown  that  salt  was  an  article  for  which 
the  country  suffered  much  in  the  days  of  the 
revolution — that  they  were  anxious  then  to  en- 
courage it — ^that  the  laws,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Government  and  especially  since 
1816,  more  than  fourtem  years,  nave  had  that 
efl^ ;  and  are  we  not  to  snppoae  th^  were 
intended  to  have  that  effect?  la  it  not  an  ar- 
ticle essential  to  liib,  audi,  therefore,  to  inde- 
pendence ? 

Who,  then,  can  say,  with  any  plaosibility, 
that  the  duties  on  salt  were  not  intended  to 
bring  forward  and  encoorage  its  manofacture, 
St  least  as  much  as  that  of  any  other  article  in 
the  tariff!  How  are  we  to  learn  what  article 
is  to  be  protected,  but  from  the  duties  and  the 
lawf 

Mnoh  has  been  said  of  the  exorbitant  price 
pud  for  salt  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 
Yet,  by  the  mercy  oS  a  Und  Providence,  the 
whole  ocean  affords  the  means  of  producing  it, 
and  springs  much  Salter  than  the  ocean  abound 
in  the  interior,  in  various  parts  of  the  country ; 
and  all  now  nave  skill  to  maunfiKstare  salt. 
The  price  is  oot^  as  it  tmoe  was,  high  in  any 
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.  part  of  the  country.  Neither  the  poor  nor  rich 
are  suffering  on  that  account.  Salt,  compared 
to  its  value,  is  heavy,  and  transportation  ex- 
pensive. The  price,  tiierefore,  must,  in  a  great 
measure,  depend  i^ion  the  distanoe  it  is  taUB- 
ported  on  road^  and  thp  character  of  tiiose 
roads.  Bat,  inconriderately,  the  price  of  trans- 
portation is  charged  to  tiie  duty.  The  price  of 
salt  on  the  seaboard  is  regular  and  reasonable. 
Our  duties,  in  the  first  instance,  if  they  a^et 
the  price  at  all,  can  only  affect  it  on  the 
board,  where  it  is  imported.  How,  then,  can 
men  expect  relief  in  the  interior  so  much  talked 
about  f  I  know  it  may  be  a  popular  subject  to 
hold  out  to  a  certain  dass  of  men,  but  it  is  de- 
lusive. The  price  is  now  low  where  it  is  im- 
ported. The  very  duties  so  much  complained 
0^  hare  contributed  to  ke^  it  low,  and  pre* 
vent  flnotnatinu;  and  the  rdief  sotubt  hy 
those  alcme  who  have  occasion  of  oranpuint,  is 
sought  from  a  wrong  source.  Sednoe  the  prioe 
of  transportation  by  canals,  railroads,  or  other 
good  roads,  and  then  the  object  will  be  effected, 
and  not  till  then.  Then,  indeed,  will  the  poor 
farmer~-and  no  class  of  men  are  entitlea  to 
higher  respect  and  consideration — find  relieC 
I  regret  to  find  so  much  opposition  to  this  doty 
from  the  South.  The  maaufactorers  at  the 
North  take  their  flour  and  com,  and  would  de- 
sire to  furnish  them  with  salt  in  exchange. 
Both  are  necessaries,  for  rich  and  poor,  and  uie 
exchange  mu^ht  be  mutually  beneficial.  It  has 
been  caniea  cm  to  some  extent,  and  was  par- 
ticularly benefidal  daring  the  late  war. 

It  has  bem  urged,  with  great  sfdrit,  that  eer- 
tain  monopolists  have  du^ed  an  extrarasant 
price  for  salt,  and  oppressed  the  people.  I  am 
as  hostile  to  monopohes  and  monopolists  as  any 
mfm.  But  one  case  of  the  kind.  I  believe,  is 
known.  Where  is  that?  Far  in  the  interim 
where  a  dnty  of  ^ve  or  ten  o^ts  could  not  in 
the  smallest  degree  affect  the  price.  Iklonope- 
lies,  in  this  free  and  enterprisiDg  countrr,  can 
never  exist  to  any  considerable  extent,  and  they 
will  be  of  abort  duration.  A  high  price  wiU 
have  the  effect  to  call  forth  the  efforts  of  the 
enterprinng— new  salt  springs  will  be  discov- 
ered, and  transportation  will  be  &uUtated— the 
price  will  be  rednoed — good  will  come  out  of 
evil.  Our  lepalation  ox^t  not,  in  the  present 
case,  to  be  influenced  by  these  cases  of  com- 
plaint, because  we  are  I^islating  for  the  nation  • 
and  if  our  laws  are  particulariy  prepared  for 
the  few  exceptions  named,  they  wiU  be  iUy 
adapted  to  the  wants  and  interests  of  the  na- 
tion ;  and,  besides,  it  is  a  perfect  answer  in  Uie 
present  case,  that  onr  leg^ati(m  oonld  not  af- 
ford the  relief  so  much  desired. 

The  gentieman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Watks,) 
who  has  just  taken  bis  seat,  is  greatly  displeased 
with  the  proposition  to  reocmdder  tiie  vote  of 
y^terday.  He  ^Maks  in  harsh  language,  and 
c^ls  it  bargain  and  sde.  ffir,  I  trust  gentlemen 
will  not  be  deterred  from  dmng  tbor  dnty  by 
any  oensore  or  dennndation  fema  any  quarter. 
Om  whole  Govemment)  fimn  its  oonunenoe- 
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meat  to  this  time,  has  been  a  system  of  conces- 
aoa.  and  compromise.   We  could  not  exist  if  it 
vera  oUierwise.    By  compromise,  I  mean  hon- 
orable and  just  compromise — I  mean  that  ma- 
taal  forbearance  and  regard  to  the  interests  of 
others  which  sbonld  induce  each  to  yield  some- 
thing <^  vbat  might  Mem  most  for  the  inter- 
eats  €f  hiB  oonstitnents.   We  are  legislating  for 
aih  The  Sooth  have  oalled  upon  us  loacUy  to 
affixd  tiwm  relief,  lliey  oom^ain  of  great  dis- 
treaa.   They  ask  ns  to  yield,  to  compromise. 
Difltrett  is  oomparatire,  and  the  relief  called 
for  may  be  qnestionable — ^but  that  the  North, 
the  migoiity,  are  bonnd  to  examine  and  inves- 
tigate the  subject,  I  hare  no  donbt.   We  are 
bonnd  to  examine,  beosnse  it  may  be  the  daty 
of  the  Korth  to  yield  something  of  their  own 
interest  by  way  of  compromise.   The  various 
initercets  of  the  conntry  are  a  subject  of  oom- 
{otmusei,  and  so  are  the  various  mann&ctures 
of  the  conntry.   One  part  of  the  country  pro- 
daeea  one  article  of  mannfactore,  and  another 
plrt  oi       ooDnby  another  artiole.  If  a  re- 
onetKni  of  duties  be  proposed,  the  whole  soh- 
jeet  oiwfat  to  be  tbtntni^y  and  oandtdly  ex- 
amined.  The  subject  oi^t  not  to  be  touched 
under  the  influence  of  local  or  political  feelings. 
The  tme  ^irit  of  an  honorable  compromise,  re- 
gtrding  the  good  of  others  as  well  as  our  own, 
ought  to  influence  our  conduct.   Iron  is  pro- 
diwed  in  8<Kne  parts  of  the  conntry,  sugar  in 
others,  lead  in  others,  Ac.  Shall  we  repeal  the 
doty,  at  once,  on  one  of  the  articles  named,  he- 
cMse  our  own  part  of  the  country  may  not 
happen  to  produce  the  article,  and,  of  coarse, 
an  cmsomers  t  If  that  nairow  principle  should 
prmil,  we  ahonld  immediately  repeal  the  tariff 
on  evwy  arliele.    For  in  the  prodnetion  of 
•what  article  is  one-third  of  the  United  States 
(Breetly  interested!   ,We  must  act  npon  the 
loinciple  of  mntoal  compromise,  and  uiat  lih- 
enl  principle  of  politioal  as  well  as  moral  dbty, 
vhich  shall  indnce  ns  to  regard  the  good  of 
others  as  well  as  our  own. 

In  ^iptication  to  the  subject  immediately  be- 
ftm  u&  I  do  not  object  to  considering  the  tariff ; 
I  think  it  might  be  mo^ed,  amended,  and 
wtiiUy  repealed,  much  for  the  benefit  of  all. 
Bttt  this  is  not  the  proper  conrse.  We  should 
Mt  take  one  isolated  article,  and  repeal  it.  By 
■D  doing,  we  ahoold  not  act  liberally,  or  as 
■tateuwn  owht  to  act  I  hoped  fhat  the  tariff 
moU  have  been  mocHfied,  and  I  believe  it 
wi^t,  but  for  the  indiscriminate  zeal  and  un- 
varrutaUe  violence  of  a  part,  at  least,  of  those 
who  manifest  great  hostiBty  against  all  manu- 
fieturesL  I  think  nothing  is  wanting  to  effect 
benefidal  amendments^  bnt  a  temper  of  moder- 
a&m  and  forbearance  which  will  result  in  mu- 
toaJ  oompromise. 

It  has  been  urged  with  warmth  by  a  number 
who  have  ^wken  upon  the  subject,  that  salt  is 
a  neceaeary  of  life,  used  by  the  poor  as  well  as 
the  rich,  and  that  on  that  account  the  duty 
ooriit  to  be  repealed.  It  has  been  the  wisdom 
and  ptdioy  of  all  (uviliied  nationa  to  produce,  if 


[E.  or  R. 

possible,  within  their  own  country,  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  Is  such  policy  questionable! 
Our  own  wonts  and  distresses,  and  especially 
the  distress  of  the  poor  for  salt  within  uie  reo- 
ollection  of  some  gentlemen  who  now  hear 
me,  ought  to  be  a  conclusive  answer  npon  this 
point.  The  duty  pidd  upon  salt  for  a  number 
of  years  past,  has  not  increased,  although  the 
number  of  inhabitants  has  doubled.  The  man- 
ufoctories  have  increased  as  fast  as  the  people. 
Destroy  these  mannfactories,  and  the  price  of  , 
salt  would  not  be  diminished,  even  in  time  of 
friendly  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  be- 
cause present  prices  would  not  more  than  pay 
a  reasonable  freight,  and,  if  twice  the  quantity 
were  imported,  it  could  not  be  brought  in  bal- 
last, as  at  present,  for  little  or  no  compensa- 
tion ;  nor  would  merchants  consent  to  do  it, 
were  it  not  for  their  manufacturing  competitors. 
Bnt  suppose  any  interruption  of  onr  friendly 
relations  should  occur,  what  would  then  be  onr 
situation  ?  Bioh  and  poor,  but  especially  the 
poor,  must  suffer  as  they  have  dime  for  the 
want  of  salt.  As  an  independent  nation,  we 
ought  not  to  be  subject  to  snob  casualties,  but 
we  OQght  to  have  the  means  d  sabsistenoe 
within  ourselves. 

I  am  ready  at  any  time  to  examine  and  re- 
vise the  tariff.  I  have  no  doubt  it  can  be  im- 
proved ;  bat  I  protest  against  taking  a  single 
article.  No  portion  of  the  conntry  has  been 
(in  my  opinion)  so  severely  taxed  as  that  which 
I  represent ;  and  no  interest  so  severely  taxed 
as  the  navigating  interest  Shall  they  have  no 
relief?  Is  salt  va»  only  article  affecting  manu- 
faotares,  worthy  of  our  notice  t  I  have  always 
believed  that  we  could  ea»ly  ameliorate  the  po- 
litical tariff  of  1828,  without  ii^ury  to  any  m- 
terest 

Salt  is  an  essential  of  Ufe.  The  importance 
of  its  manufacture  camiot  be  questioned.  The 
greater  part  tued  is  now  mannfactnred  in  this 
country.  Th6  manufactories  are  Increasing  and 
improving.  The  price  of  salt,  owing  t».  the 
competition  of  manufacturers  and  importers,  is 
kept  pretty  steady  and  low,  and  will  be  grad- 
aaUy  reduced.  I  tmst,  under  such  circum- 
stances, we  shall  not  repeal  the  duty  on  salt, 
and  that  the  vote  of  yesterday,  vhich  I  think 
passed  without  mature  oonmera^m,  will  be 
reconsidered. 

Hr.  YiNTOH  Mud:  After  the  repeated  de- 
(ridons  <^  Uie  House,  during  the  present  session, 
against  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  salt,  I  most 
confess  I  did  not  anticipate  the  vote  of  yester- 
day, on  that  branch  of  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Sonth  OaroHna  (Hr.  KoDuffib) 
to  the  bill  then  under  consideration.  It  was 
my  intention  to  have  given  a  silent  vote  on  that 
bill ;  but  considering  that  proposition  to  be  a 
blow  struck  at  the  whole  system  of  domestic 
industry,  dependent  as  that  system  is,  and  ever 
must  be,  upMi  all  its  parts  for  support,  I  cannot 
refirain  from  saying  that  that  vote  did  not 
merely  surprise  me,  but  filled  me  witii  alarm 
for  the  safety  of  the  mana&otnriDg  interest  in 
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generd.  Ootild  I  have  at  all  anticipated  the 
resnlt  of  tiie  vote  thw  about  to  be  given,  I 
should  not  hare  permitted  it  to  pass  in  silence. 
The  only  apology  I  shall  now  offer  for  throw- 
ing myself  npon  the  attention  of  the.HoaBe,  i& 
that  some  of  my  conetitnents  have  a  direct,  and 
all  of  them  an  indirect,  interest  in  this  qaes- 
tion,  and  they  all  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  ma- 
terially ii^ured  by  the  proposed  reduction  of 
doty.  I  cannot  think  the  extent  of  the  domes- 
tic manufacture  of  salt,  and  the  importance  of 
that  interest,  were  generally  understood,  or  had 
been  attentively  conmdered  by  the  House,  be- 
fore the  vote  of  yesterday.  In  the  scale  of  im- 
portance, I  think  the  maun&otore  of  salt  stands 
decidedly  next  after  tlie  great  &brics  (tf  cotton, 
wool,  iron,  and  leather.  The  annual  oonsnmp- 
fion  of  salt  in  the  ITi^ted  States  does  not  vary 
very  far  from  euht  millions  of  bushels.  Of  this- 
amount,  about  nve-eightha  are  of  domestic  pro- 
duction. It  appears  from  the  last  financial  re- 
port, that  the  importation  of  salt  during  the 
year  A.  D.  1828,  which  went  into  the  consump- 
tion of  the  country,  amounted  to  two  million 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  thonsand  four 
hundred  and  eighty-six  bushek  of  fifty-six 
pounds  each.  The  home  manufacture  may  be 
set  down  at  about  five  millions  of  bushels.  The 
report  of  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  IVeasory,  made 
at  tiie  present  aaaHoa.  im  the  ml^eot  <^  the 
manufacture  of  salt,  gives  the  returns  of  the 
home  mann&ebiTe  at  three  milllion  taght  hun- 
dred imd  fonr  thousand  two  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  bushels.  It  will  be  reooUeeted 
that,  for  want  of  precise  information,  the 
amoont  manufactured  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania is  omitted.  He  has,  however,  collected 
snch  data  as  to  Jnstiiy  us  in  estimating  the 
amount  mannfactared  in  different  parts  of  that 
State  at  seven  or  eight  hundred  thousand  bush- 
els. In  the  tabulu*  statement  of  the  return 
fh3m  Ohio,  I  notice  a  mistake  has  been  com- 
mitted of  sixty  or  eigh^  thonaand  bushels ;  the 
return  of  the  mannuoture  in  one  neidibornood 
h^ng  eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  barrels, 
which  in  the  table  is  erroneondj  set  down  at 
that  number  of  bushels  only.  There  are  in  the 
district  that  I  represent  several  manufactories 
not  noticed,  which  must  produce  some  forty  or 
fifty  thousand  bushels  in  all.  The  Treasury  De- 
partment, I  presnme,  were  not  apprised  of  their 
existence ;  and  there  are  doubUeas  many  other 
small  establishments  in  different  sections  of  the 
country,  of  which  they  have  no  knowledge  at 
that  department.  The  amount  of  capital  in- 
vested in  this  branch  of  manufacture  may  be 
put  down  at  five  millions  of  dollars,  aU  of 
which,  I  shall  endeavor  to  show,  will  be  put  in 
Je(^>ardy  by  the  reduction  of  dnty.  The  do- 
mestio  is  now  rapidly  gaining  ground  npon  the 
imported  article.  The  oonsomptton  of  salt 
imported  into  the  United  States  in  the  year 
1796,  when  the  population  of  the  country  was 
oidy  abont  one-wird  its  present  number,  ex- 
ceeded the  conaomption  for  the  year  1826,  that 
year  being  the  last  Treasury  ntam.   The  im- 
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portation  for  the  three  years  preceding  1828 
conaiderebly  diminished,  till,  in  that  year,  it 
fell  down  to  the  amount  before  stated. 

How  is  this  fact  to  be  accounted  for?  Has 
the  consumption  of  the  country  diminished  in 
this  necessary  of  life,  while  its  populatim  haa 
been  increasing !  The  true  solution  is,  that  tho 
domestic  production  has  been  rapidly  increas- 
ing, and  by  its  competition  pressing  the  foreign 
salt  into  narrower  limits,  or  driving  it  out  of 
mffl'ket.  The  effect  of  this  competition  is  to 
cheapen  the  price  of  the  foreign  article.  It  ia 
a  consideration  of  mnch  importanoe,  that  tho 
manufacture  of  salt  is  more  genendly  diffitaed 
through  the  country  than  any  one  of  the  great 
interoBts,  the  {ntiteoticat  of  which  haa  mgroned 
the  attention  of  Congress.  Nature  haa  so  dia- 
tributed  her  bounties  in  the  dififtadon  (tf  the 
sources  of  this  bruich  of  manufacture,  that  no 
conaideraUe  section  of  the  country  need  be  de- 
pendent upon  anothw  for  the  supply  ot  ttua 
necessary  article  of  honiKU  subsistence. 

Massachusetts,  Hew  Tork,  FennsyWania, 
Virginia,  and  Ohio  are  the  States  that  take  tlie 
lead  in  its  manufacture.  Bat  there  is  scarcely 
a  State  in  any  section  of  the  Union,  that  does 
not  manufacture  it  to  a  greater  or  less  extent. 
On  the  whole  line  of  our  seashore,  and  e^>e- 
dflUy  along  the  coasts  of  the  Bonthein  States 
and  Florida,  neat  natural  facilities  must  every- 
where exist  for  its  ^roductioo,  vMe  the  m- 
terlor  Is  supplied  with  inediaustible  snbtw- 
ranean  springs  of  salt  water.  Permit  me,  sir, 
to  direct  your  attention  to  the  state  of  this 
manufacture  in  the  different  districts  of  conn- 
try  where  it  is  carried  on,  and  see  whether  it 
can  be  sustuned  under  the  proposed  reduction 
of  dnty.  Amoug  the  New  England  StateSi 
Massachusetts  is  the  moat  deeply  interested, 
having  near  two  millions  of  dollars  invested  in 
that  branch  of  business.  The  document  before 
mentioned  shows  that  it  is  there  barely  a  living 
business,  the  profits  being  reduced,  at  least^  to 
a  level  with  labor  in  other  employments. 

The  pn^Kised  rednotion  murt,  therefore^  in- 
evitably rum  the  manu&otnre  in  that  seoUfnt  of 
country.  How  vill  It  be  in  Hew  Ytwk,  where 
the  manufacture  is  carried  on  more  extensively 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union  t  The 
same  document  also  shows  that  it  is  with  diffi- 
culty the  manufacturer  can  sustfun  himselfl  I 
understand  the  domestic  salt  finds  its  wsy  into 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  is  struggling  with 
the  foreign  production  for  that  great  maraet. 

The  domestic  competition  has  so  reduced  the 
price,  that  imported  salt  will  not  bear  the  ex- 
pense of  freight,  and  comes  in  almost  wholly  as 
ballast ;  and,  coming  in  this  way,  it  paya  littie 
or  no  freightL 

Suppose,  sir,  yon  reduoe  the  inij  to  tea 
cents,  how  would  the  matter  stand  betwesi  the 
domestic  manufacturer  and  the  impOTter  V 

The  average  value  of  foreign  salt  is  set  down 
in  the  commercial  report  at  eight  cents  per 
bushel,  which,  from  the  best  infimnation  I  can 
get^  is  at  least  its  fiill  cost  abroad ;  dn^,  teu 


The  Thrif— fibft. 


Digi:ized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  OONaBESS. 


79 


Hat,  IUOl] 

oeots;  ™*H"g  the  ooet,  indepeodeat  of  freight, 
eigbteea  cents.  The  cost  of  production  at  the 
Nev  York  works  ietif^t  and  a  half  cents;  daty 
to  the  State,  twelve  and  a  half  oenta;  cost 
of  bairda,  five  coits  per  bushel ;  making  the 
cost  twen^-six  cuts  per  bushel  when  ready 
(or  market ;  tnating  a  cUfference  in  cost,  inde- 
poident  of  freight,  of  eight  cents  per  bnshel  in 
firror  of  the  importer.  The  foreign  salt  comes 
in  balk  as  well  as  in  ballasL  tiins  saring  the  ex- 
pense of  barrels.  Bat  the  domestic  salt  has  not 
the  advantage  of  going  to  market  as  ballast — it 
most  pay  ^ight  and  tolls  on  the  canal,  and 
freight  down  uie  Hudson  to  the  city.  Is  It  not 
apparent  that,  in  this  state  of  the  trade,  the  for- 
eign ult  would  drive  the  domestic  ont  of  the 
Duiket  of  New  York,  and  transfer  the  theatre 
of  eompetitiott  from  the  city  to  the  very  doors 
of  tike  mannfactnrer,  and,  in  any  great  revnl- 
Boa  of  trade,  break  him  down  even  theret 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  present  this  operation  in 
mother  a^eot.  The  foreign  and  domestic  salt 
suet  and  mter  into  competition  in  the  city ; 
the  foredgn  would  pay  a  dnty  of  ten  cents,  and 
the  latter  of  twelve  and  a  h^  o&ata  per  bnehel. 
I  say  he  would  pay  it,  i>eoanse  to  the  mannfac- 
tarer  it  is  precisely  the  same  thing  whether  he 
pays  that  som  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  or  into  the  Treasory  of  the  United 
States.  He  would  pay,  then,  two  and  a  half 
cents  per  bnshel  more  dnty  than  the  importer. 
The  cost  o£  the  foreign  article  being  only  eight 
cents,  the  difference  is  thirty-two  per  cent,  on 
that  cost,  and  is  exactly  the  same  tbing  as  if  a 
diacrininatinK  duty  in  thirty-two  per  cent, 
were  imposed  in  &vor  <^  the  impwter  of  the 
fimlgn  prodnet.  It  is  needless  to  say  IMt  thu 
great  and  nluable  conoem  most  nnk  in  that 
tkste,  if  snch  an  advantage  is  given  to  the  for- 
eign over  the  domestic  product.  The  compe- 
tidon  is  now  so  closely  contested,  that  the  con- 
snmer  of  for«gn  salt  is,  in  point  of  &ct,  relieved 
(nm  the  payment  of  freight.  But  suppose  the 
doty  reduced,  and  the  domeetio  manufacturer 
brok^  up,  what,  then,  would  be  the  coarse  of 
trade  t  The  importation  would  then  become  a 
regdar  bosiness,  and  salt  could  aSbrd  to  pay 

A  port  of  tiie  navigation  of  the  country  would 
go  into  the  salt  trade  for  Uie  freigjit.  The  oou- 
nmer  would  pe^  ten  oents  less  duty  than  be- 
fine  ;  but  he  would  p«y  ten  eents  more  for  the 
frdgfat,  and  consequently  would  find  himself 
predsely  where  be  now  is,  with  this  important 
differoice — ^be  has  annihilated  a  large  amount 
of  capital,  and  lost  a  valuable  domestic  market 
Complaints  have  been  made  here  of  the  doty 
pud  to  the  State  of  Kew  York  by  the  manu- 
fictarera,  and  tJiey  who  make  them  would 
nsnpel  her  to  repeal  it.  I  understand  the  duty 
is  pledged  by  the  constitution  of  the  State  to 
the  payment  of  the  oanal  debt,  and  is  therefore 
immutable,  and  not  under  the  control  of  her 
Legislature.  I  do  not  think  it  a  just  subject  of 
oomjA^t,  so  as  to  justify  us  in  enacting  laws 
to  bear  upon  that  fund  and  upon  the  oonstita- 
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tion  of  the  State.  It  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  New  York  Ctutal  was  the  first  great 
enterprise  of  the  kind  andertaken  in  this  coun- 
try. It  was  inUMrtsnt  to  fpve  stability  to 
the  credit  of  the  Btat^  and  ncAhing  could  more 
effeotually  do  that,  than  the  provisitm  in  the 
constitation.  The  rest  of  the  country,  snr^y, 
owes  that  State  something  for  the  experience 
we  have  all  acquired  at  her  exp^tse,  and  for 
the  moral  influence  she  has  spread  over  the 
Union  by  her  example.  Nor  ought  tbe  multi- 
plied benefits  that  almost  every  section  of  the 
country  derives  from  her  canals,  to  be  wholly 
forgotten  here.  Passing  on  from  New  York  to 
Pennsylvania,  we  find  her  salt  mannfactories 
situated  in  the  western  district  of  that  State, 
and  directiy  on  the  line  of  the  canal  now  cou- 
stmoting  over  the  Alleghany  mountuns,  to 
mite  the  waters  of  the  Atlantio  with  those  of 
the  Ohio  and  Lake  Erie.  The  cost  of  produc- 
tion is  supposed  to  be  about  twenty  cents,  say 
twenty-five  oents  per  bushel,  inclndiug  the 
barrel.. 

There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  if  the  pres- 
ent duty  is  retained,  the  salt  of  western  Penn- 
sylvania will,  BO  soon  as  this  oanal  is  opened, 
compete  with  the  imported  article  for  the  mar- 
ket of  Philadelphia  precisely  as  the  salt  of 
western  New  York  now  does  for  the  market  of 
the  city  of  New  York.  Should  this  be  the 
case,  the  tolls  and  transportation  arising  from 
the  business  will  be  of  no  inconsiderable  im- 
portance to  that  State.  It  is  therefore  the  un- 
doubted interest  of  Pennsylvania  to  susttun  and 
foster  its  manufacture!  Going  still  fhrther 
west,  the  principal  seat  <^  this  description  of 
manufacturing  interest  in  that  section  of  the 
United  States,  is  on  the  banks  of  the  great 
Eenhswa,  in  Western  Yii^nia.  Uanufac- 
tories  on  a  small  scale  are  found  on  the  Ohio, 
the  Muskingum,  and  in  many  other  parts  of  the 
western  country.  The  manufacture  on  the 
Eenhawa  amounts  to  about  a  million  of  boshels 
per  annum.  I  believe  the  production  has, 
under  peculiar  excitements,  gone  much  higher 
th^  that  amouut,  reaching  a  million  and  a  half ; 
but  the  result  was  a  very  general  bankruptcy 
of  all  who  were  engaged  in  the  business.  Tak- 
ing all  the  manofactories  in  tbe  western  coon- 
try,  in  the  aggregate,  the  average  cost  of  pro- 
dumtm  to  the  manufacturer  may  be  set  down 
at  about  twenty-live  cents  per  bushel  whoi 

Sacked  in  barrels  ready  for  market.  Let  the 
uty  on  salt  be  reduced  to  ton  cents,  cost  of  for- 
eign salt  eight  cents,  freight  at  half  the  cost, 
say  four  cents,  and  the  cost  of  foreign  salt  in 
New  Orleans  would  be  twenly-two  cents  per 
bushel.  The  cost  of  prodnction  at  tbe  door  of 
the  manufacturer,  when  ready  for  market, 
would  be,  at  least,  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  for- 
eign salt  in  New  Orleans  to  the  importer.  Now, 
sir,  permit  me  to  inquire,  how  would  this  trade 
operate  in  that  state  of  things !  In  the  first 
place,  the  foreign  salt  is  considered  the  better 
article,  and,  oonsequentiy,  would  take  posses- 
don  of  the  market  at  the  same  price.  In  the 
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next  place  it  l}ecome9  material  to  look  at  the 
geographical  position  of  these  manufactories, 
Uieir  markets,  and  the  means  of  transporUttion. 
These  establishments  are  situated  on  the  very 
margin  of  the  navigable  waters  leading  into  the 
MiB»Bsippi. 

Their  prodncts  descend  the  Ohio,  and  ascend 
its  tributaries,  penetratiDg  into  the  heart  of  In- 
diana, Eentneky,  Tennessee,  and  I  believe  into 
the  country  bordering  on  the  Mississippi,  meet- 
ing the  imported  salt  and  competing  with  it  on 
that  river.  The  transportation  is  now  mainly 
by  steam.  The  amonnt  of  steam  tonnage  now 
very  great,  is  every  year  increasing,  and  has  a 
constant  tendency  to  overdo  itself.  What 
wonld  be  the  operation  on  all  that  vast  theatre 
that  may  be  denominated  the  middle  gronnd 
between  the  manofaoturers  of  the  npper  oonn- 
t^,  and  the  importer  of  salt  at  New  Orleans  t 
The  descending  cai^  consists  chiefly  of  bulky 
agricoltural  products,  while  the  return  freight 
is  composed  of  mauofu^red  articles,  occupying 
mn^  less  space.  It  is  therefore  apparent,  that, 
in  the  regmar  comw  of  buraness,  and  in  that 
state  of  things  to  which  that  navigation  is  fast 
approximating,  the  amonnt  of  tonnage  required 
to  perform  the  descending  will  far  exceed  that 
of  the  ascending  navigation.  To  make  up  this 
deficiency  of  freight,  salt  would  be  carried  up 
the  river  at  almost  a  nominal  price ;  (at  least 
at  a  freight  not  exceeding  the  price  of  down- 
ward freight ;)  and  coming  into  New  Orieans 
in  the  first  place  as  ballast,  and  them  np  the 
IDssiHippi  and  Ohio  from  a  similar  necessity, 
there  can  be  nothing  plainer  than  that  the  man- 
ufacturers would  be  overwhelmed  with  a  flood 
of  foreign  salt  at  their  very  doora,  whenever 
the  steam  navigation  went  a  Ilttie  beyond  the 
business  of  the  country,  which  an  active  com- 
petition gives  it  a  constant  tendency  to  do.  It 
IS  needless  to  add  that  the  manufacturer  must 
sink  under  this  state  of  things,  and,  when  once 
down,  could  never  rise  agidn.  These  manufac- 
tories are  indeed  far  in  the  interior;  but,  in  the 
present  state  of  steam  navigation,  distance  is 
almost  annihilated,  and  the  pwfecUon  to  whiph 
that  navigation  will  no  doubt  shortly  arrive, 
will  place  them  in  almost  the  precise  ritnation 
ihej  would  be,  if  a  navigable  arm  of  iba  sea 
put  np  to  them  from,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  I  am 
ftdly  convinced  the  proposed  reduction  of  duty 
would  greatly  endanger,  if  it  did  not  destroy, 
the  capital  now  invested  in  that  section  of  the 
country,  "While  the  farmer  wonld  lose  the  val- 
uable market  which  these  establishments  create 
for  his  products,  he  would,  at  the  same  time, 
be  compelled  to  pay  more  for  his  salt  than  he 
now  does.  To  me  manufacturer,  the  capital 
employed  would  become  in  a  great  d^ee  val- 
ueless ■  he  could  not  convert  it  to>  any  other 
use,  as  some  gentlemen  seem  to  imamie.  For 
example,  he  nos  a  well  perforated  into  the 
bowds  of  the  earth,  tbrongh  solid  rock,  three, 
fovr,  five,  and  even  hundred  feet,  until  he 
strikes  the  saline  water.  What  could  he  do 
with  this  ezpendve  hole  in  the  earthf  To 
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what  other  business  or  use  could  he  transfer  itt 
Certainly  to  none. 

While  speaking  of  the  aalt  manufacture  in 
tihe  West,  I  beg  leave  to  direct  your  attoition 
for  a  few  moments  to  a  topic  of  a  local  diarao- 
ter,  connected  wi^  this  subject  The  district 
of  country  along  on  the  Ohio,  and  particalarly 
at  Cincinnati  and  its  vicinity,  is  largely  engaged 
in  the  export  of  pork  to  New  Orleans,  and  from 
thence  to  other  ports.  The  salt  manufactured 
in  the  interior  does  not  answer  the  purpose  of 
pickling  for  exportation  as  well  as  the  coarse 
imported  salt.  On  tJiat  account,  pork  goes  to 
New  Orleans,  imperfectly  pickled,  where  it  is 
repacked  in  forei^  salt  at  a  con^derable  charge. 
Now,  sir,  I  noticed  that  my  colleagues  from 
that  immediate  neighbuhood  voted,  yesterday, 
to  reduce  the  dnty  on  salt,  thinking  no  donht, 
the  reduction  wonld  have  the  effect  of  transfer- 
ring the  business  of  packing  from  New  Orieans 
to  Cincinnati.  The  object  is  certunly  very  de- 
sirable. But,  if  my  culeagnes  will  pardon  me 
for  presenting  a  siiu^e  consideration  to  them  in 
particular,  I  think  I  can  satisfy  them  that  the 
proposed  reduction  of  duty  would  not  effect 
their  object.  Let  the  duty  be  reduced  ten 
cents,  and  we  will  suppose  a  corresponding  re- 
duction would  take  place  in  the  price  of  salt. 
You  have  changed  the  actual  price  both  at  New- 
Orleans  and  at  Cincinnati;  but, the  relative 
price  remfdns  unaltered. 

The  packer,  who  pickled  a  barrel  of  -pork  in 
foreign  salt,  at  Cincinnati,  New  Orleans,  or 
Boston,  wonld  pay  precisely  the  some  amonnt 
of  duty,  whether  that  doty  be  ten  or  twenty- 
cents.  By  the  reduction,  therefore,  the  packer 
at  Oinoinnati  gains  no  advantage  over  the 
packer  at  New  Orleans.  The  relative  price 
must  change  in  favor  of  Cindnnati,  before  the 
packer  can  have  any  inducement  to  transfer  bis 
business  irom  New  Orleans  to  that  place.  If 
you  can  practically  annihilate  the  space  be- 
tween the  two  citiesj  or  make  an  approach  to 
it ;  in  other  words,  if  yon  can  get  rid  of  the 
harden  and  cost  of  transportation  between  Nev 
Orleans  and  Ohio,  yon  will  thcoi  change  the 
relative  priee  of  sut  and  efifect  your  objeet. 
As  things  now  are,  the  padcer  must  pay  the 
freight  of  his  salt  up  the  river,  and  then  pay 
freight  back  agun  on  tiie  same  salt  after  it  is 
.converted  into  pickle.  To  avoid  the  payment 
of  these  two  freights,  it  is  his  interest  to  use 
the  foreign  salt  at  New  Orleans  instead  of  Oin- 
oinnati, The  proposed  remedy  most  obvioody 
does  not  reach  the  evlL 

It  is  my  belief  that  domestic  competition  re- 
duces the  price  of  salt,  everywhere,  below  what 
it  would  be  if  it  came  into  the  country  duty- 
free, without  that  competition.  From  the 
close  of  1807  to  1818.  salt  pud  no  duty,  and  I 
am  informed  t^iA  dnnng  that  period  the  priee 
was  higher  than  it  has  been  rinoe,  and  more 
flnctoating.  I  have  but  one  conrideration  more 
to  present,  and  that  addresses  itself  to  the  good 
faiui  of  the  nation.  It  has  been  said  the  duty 
is  a  war  dafy,  and  ought  to  be  repealed  on  that 
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aoorant  Such  is  not  tho  foot— the  act  of  1813 
expired  of  its  own  limitation  a  year  after  the 
vtr,  iod  vu  revived  in  1816,  a  period  when 
the  rerenue  of  the  country  was  prosperous  and 
abondant  beywd  anj  precedent.  That  was 
the  jear  when  tiie  fonndation  was  laid  of  the 
whole  protectiTe  system,  and  tMs  duty  most 
have  been  imposed  aa  a  protective  duty.  The 
daty  has  ousted  now  for  seventeen  years  with- 
Dot  interruption,  and  in  the  mean  time  a  large 
capital  confiding  in  the  futh  of  the  Govern* 
mmt,  has  gone  into  the  manufacture.  To  force 
them  to  duuige  their  ocoapatioD,  ia^  in  my 
opinion,  not  oaly  impolitio,  but  orad  in  the  ex- 
treme. 

Mr.  DoDDUDGB  Bud  he  must  ask  the  atten- 
tioa  <jf  the  House  to  a  fbw  remarks,  by  way  of 
explanation.  They  will  be  biie^  (said  Hr.  B,,) 
■ft  the  state  my  health  at  present  wonld  for- 
bid an  exertion,  were  I  disposed  to  make  one^ 
and  aa  the  argament  of  my  friend  from  Ohio 
(Mr.  Vinton)  has  nearly  exhausted  the  snl^Ject. 

I  most  confess  that  a  want  of  that  knowledge 
(tf  financial  detail  which  more  experienced 
members  of  this  body  possess,  led  me  to  vote 
yesterday  evening  for  the  proposed  reduction 
of  dnty  on  sslt.  I  did  this  on  acconnt  of  the 
maniffst  nrgenoy  of  soathern  members.  My 
mistake  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is 
considered  that,  thoogh  not  a  yonng  man,  I  am 
a  yoong  member  of  this  House,  and  that  neither 
my  i^vate  pnrsnlts  nor  pnblio  duties  ever  be- 
fiore  impoaea  on  me  the  necesdty  of  acquiring 
that  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  eperaUons 
of  our  commercisl  and  fiscal  systems,  and  their 
minute  details,  which  are  necessary  to  the  mer- 
dttut^  the  manu&ctnrer,  and  the  statesman. 
ILj  attention  heretofore  has  been  turned  to  the 
goieral  principles  alone,  on  which  our  systems 
of  revenue  and  protection  are  founded. 

Perceiving  the  great  excitement  of  hope  on 
one  ode,  ami  alarm  on  the  other,  produced  by 
the  vote  which  I  proposed  to  reconsider,  I  have 
availed  myself  of  uie  short  time  that  has  elapsed, 
to  ooosuit  some  of  the  public  tables  and  omoial 
^W)"mf^  that  hare  a  bearing  on  the  srtbject ; 
and  I  am  now  satisfied  that  a  reduction  ol  the 
iatj  in  question,  at  the  present  tune,  would  be 
pr^ndicial  to  the  public  interests,  and,  in  a  pe- 
cakar  manner,  destructive  of  those  of  my  con- 
Ritaenta. 

1  did  not  know,  before  now,  t^at  a  ci^ital  of 
so  many  millions  was  vested  in  the  home  pro- 
doetifm  of  this  article  of  first  necessity,  nor 
that,  of  the  whole  amount  of  salt  imported  from 
oth»  nations,  ^ree-fonrtha  parts  come  from 
the  ports  of  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies 
— fiom  those  very  ports  which  are  sealed 
against  the  introduction  of  our  breadstufifs  and 
ctiwr  provifflons.  From  all  other  nations  we 
imfait  into  the  whole  United  States  a  quantity 
Int  l^tie  exceeding  the  produce  of  the  Eenhawa 
worka, 

I  can  recoUeot  to  have  seen  in  my  bounty 
fcvdve  dollars  given  for  a  bushel  of  alum  salt. 
I  lecollect  when  the  price  of  that  article  waa 
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reduced  to  eight,  and  to  five  dollars,  by  the  im- 
provement of  our  mountain  roads.  To  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  the  price  stood  at  about 
three  dollars,  until  the  Kenhawa  uid  othu 
works'  displaced  the  foreign  article  from  our 
markets  tmd  consumption.  I  remember  the 
time  when  twenty-four  bushels  of  wheat  would 
not  pay  for  more  than  one  \bashel  of  alnm  salt ; 
and  I  have  seen  the  price  of  salt  bo  reduced, 
that  a  barrel  of  it  would  not  pay  for  a  barrd  of 
wheat  flour.  And  this  great  and  beneficial 
chmige  is  the  result  of  improvements  in  the 
modes  of  conveyance,  and  of  the  protection  af- 
forded to  home  prodnction  by  tariff  laws — by 
the  imposition  of  reasonable  protecting  duties 
on  foreign  importation.  Were  we  to  exclude 
foreign  salt  altogether,  we  could  produce  the 
quantity  necessary  for  the  whole  consumption, 
without  inconvenience.  In  the  western  coun- 
try the  excloeion  of  foreign  salt  has  been  so 
effectual,  that,  in  more  than  half  of  my  district, 
I  do  not  suppose  that  one  bnahti  of  foreign  salt 
has  been  consumed  within  the  last  fifteen  years. 
The  reduction  in  price  would  continue,  except 
at  a  particular  place,  if  forei^  salt  were  entirely 
excluded.  Home  producers  are  so  numerous, 
and  so  scattered  over  the  country,  as  to  create 
that  competition  which  is  the  life  and  soul  of 
all  manniacturing  and  producing  operations. 

Kor  is  this  redaction  of  price  the  only  benefit 
the  farming  and  other  coosuming  classes  have 
derived  fh>m  tiie  protection  given  to  home  pro- 
ducers. The  home  mennuoturer  produces  a 
constant  supply,  to  be  had  in  any  quantities, 
laive  or  small ;  and  as  the  produce  of  our  farms 
and  shops  enters  into  ib&  consumption  of  the 
manufacturers  of  salt,  this  indispensable  article 
of  diuly  use  can  be  had  at  every  village,  at  any 
time,  and  in  any  quantity,  ^d  can  be  purchased 
and  paid  for,  at  a  reduced  price,  by  our  own  pro- 
duce or  manufactures.  Salt  has  thus  become  a 
constant  article  of  trade  and  exchange  in  the  in- 
terior commerce  of  the  country.  Nothing  can 
be  more  obvious  than  the  truui  that  these  in- 
calculable benefits  are  the  fruits  of  our  system 
of  protecting  dutdea,  in  modem  times  called  the 
American  system.  And  shall  I  be  asked  to 
surrender  these  advantages,  in  order  to  admit 
the  produofionB  of  that  country  which  exolndea 
ours,  by  a  permanent  BTstem  trom  whidi  she 
never  relaxes,  except  when  compelled  to  it  1^ 
necessity  ? 

The  principal  staples  of  my  district  are  bread 
stuffs,  bee^  pork,  and  manufactured  articles. 
These  are,  by  England,  excluded  from  her  West 
India  ports  in  our  neighborhood,  while  the 
friends  of  free  trade,  as  they  style  themselves, 
would  import  from  those  places  at  which  our 
pork  and  beef  are  prohibited,  the  very  salt  with 
which  the  prohibited  article  is  cured.  Such  a 
trade  would  not  be  reciprocal,  and  would  be 
ruinous  to  western  agriculture.  I  admit  that 
the  immediate  effects  of  a  reduction  in  the  duty 
on  salt  would  be  a  diminution  in  the  price  of 
the  article.  Ttua  diminution  in  price  would 
continue  until  our  own  establishments  would  be 
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rained  and  abandoned,  and  onr  depeodenoe  on 
t^e  foreign  English  supply  ag^  restored,  when 
the  price  would  be  increased,  as  formerly,  at 
the  pleasure  of  foreigners,  and  when  cash  wonld 
be  demanded  in  payment,  and  the  sapply  ren- 
dered precarious  by  all  those  accidents  and 
vexations  attendant  on  foreign  commerce. 

Those  who  now  live  by  the  manofaotnre  of 
salt  hare  their  c^iitals  vested  iu  thmr  wells  and 
fomaoes,  their  kettle^  and  other  implements 
and  fixtures,  and  in  sums  necessary  to  carry  on 
their  business.  Beduce  the  duties  on  foreign 
salt,  and  that  article  will  ascend  the  Ohio  at 
Rich  reduced  prices  as  to  fall  below  the  actual 
cost  of  produdng  it  at  home.  "When  this  is 
done,  the  owners  must  abandon  their  works, 
and  vest  their  capitals  in  other  pursuits.  For 
a  short  time,  our  supply  from  abroad  might  be 
regular  and  cheap,  and  might  continue  so  until 
the  domestic  manufacture  would  be  everywhere 
abandoned ;  and  then  we  would  be  inevitably 
compelled  to  purchase  at  higher  prices,  in  an 
nncotain  market,  for  ready  cash,  instead  of 
articles  of  domestic  growth  and  the  frnits  of 
onr  own  labor.  If  we  wish  to  secure  onr  salt  at 
low  prices,  we  must  diaoonrage  importatiiui  from 
abroad,  and  encourage  that  competition  at  home 
which  has  succeeded  to  the  utmost  of  onr  wishes. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Watke) 
haa  spoken  of  our  system  (including,  I  suppose, 
the  motion  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit)  as 
one  of  "  bai^ain  and  sale,"  and  having  a  necessary 
tendency  to  corruption.  I  understood  him  as 
having  particular  reference  to  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Gobhau  ;) 
but,  whether  to  that  gentleman  or  to  myself, 
inasmuch  as  the  gentl«nan  from  Georgia  con- 
cluded by  aaying  he  meantnodisreroeot,  I  snp- 
pose  I  have  no  oanse  to  complam.  These 
words,  therefore,  of  bargidn  ana  sale,"  are  not 
understood  as  conveying  any  personal  reproach, 
in  the  vocabulary  of  the  day.  But,  whatever 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  may  think  of  my 
course  here,  or  by  whatever  epithets  describe 
it,  that  matters  me  but  little,  as  neither  the 
opinions  uor  epithets  of  others  can  "  pick  my 
pockets,  or  break  my  shins." 

According  to  the  doclaine  of  some,  all  con- 
cessions  and  compromise  in  legislation  are  im- 
moral ;  whereas  it  is  a  universal  maxim,  ac- 
knowledged by  the  wise  in  ev^ry  country,  that 
aU  wise  and  beneficial  le^^dation  must  be  the 
result  of  mntnal  concession,  of  mutual  forbear- 
ance, and  of  compromise.  Where  a  country  is 
80  large  as  to  embrace  a  ^reat  variety  of  climate, 
of  soil  and  of  pnrsuits,  it  ia  impossible  to  l^is- 
late  wisely,  without  much  consultation  on  the 
separate  interests  of  each.  In  seeking  to  ren- 
der onr  agriculture  and  manufiactDres  independ- 
ent of  foreign  intermeddling,  it  was  thought 
necessary,  in  the  infancy  of  those  interests,  to 
foster  and  encourage  them  by  the  imposition  of 
high  duties  on  such  articles  imported  from 
abroad  as  might  come  into  advantageous  com- 
petition with  Ihem  in  our  consumption.  To 
afford  this  universal  protection  has  betntitie 
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aim  of  this  Government,  from  the  year  1789  to 
the  present  time ;  and  no  portion  of  the  United 
States  pressed  this  policy  sooner,  or  more  ear- 
nestly, than  the  southern  section. 

Yesterday  evening,  it  was  plainly  discovera- 
ble, that,  should  we  give  up  the  protection  of 
the  great  of^ital  vested  by  New  England  and 
New  York  in  the  maniuaotare  d  salt,  we 
would  be  in  danger  of  lodng  the  efforts  of  dum 
States  in  farthwlng  that  protection  whkb  is 
indispensably  necessary  for  oar  interests  in  the 
West ;  and  m  so  far  as,  on  tJbat  aooomtt,  we 
may  be  more  disposed  to  protect  onr  eaatent 
friends,  we  are  to  meet  the  censures  of  the 
South.  Uke  the  gentleman  from  Yenncmt^ 
(Mr,  Mallabt,)  I  uDderstood  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Watks,)  as  holding  ont  a 
hope  to  some  of  the  friends  of  the  tariff,  that, 
if  they  would  persevere  in  the  reduction  of 
duties  on  salt,  he  mi^ht  be  induced  to  vote  for 
the  bill  under  consideration,  the  passage  of 
which  eveiy  real  friend  to  domestic  protection 
has  so  moch  at  heart,  and  to  wMch  uie  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  had  appeared  to  be  so  mndi 
opposed.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  how- 
ever. Bays  he  was  misunderstood  in  this  respect, 
and  I  therefore  do  not  press  the  remark  forther 
than  to  s^T)  that,  understanding  the  pntieman 
when  he  was  up,  as  throwing  out  this  induce^ 
ment,  I  did  not  censure  him  for  l^at  coarse.  I 
thought  it  perfectly  fair,  but  considered  it  as 
very  inconsistent  in  him  to  censure  in  others 
the  very  course  which  I  thought  him  openly 
pursuing  himself,  Thia  opinion  I  chemnlly 
withdraw,  because  the  gentleman'B  explanation 
removes  the  grounds  of  it,  and  convinces  me 
of  my  mistake  as  to  him, 

"Bat,  however  cenanraUe  it  may  seem  in  the 
e^es  (»  Km»  ct  our  opponents  that,  in  l^;ida- 
tion,  members  shotild  concede  any  thing  at 
their  views,  measures,  and  wishes  to  others^  in 
return  for  mutual  concession  on  their  ]»rt.  It 
is  evident  to  me  that  some  of  our  opponeilta  do 
not  concur  in  this  opinion,  but  actually  practise 
what  others  of  tiiem  seem  openly  to  condemn. 
This  morning,  a  friend  of  mine,  whose  seat  is 
near  me,  (Gen.  Findlat,)  and  who,  in  relation 
to  the  protecting  system,  differs  from  me  in 
nothing  but  the  policy  of  reducing  tiie  duties 
on  salt,  informed  me  that  one  gentieman,  (whom 
he  named,)  if  not  two  or  uiree  among  those 
opposed  to  OB,  would  vote  for  our  tariff  law,  if 
we  would  retmn  in  it  the  clause  reducing  ttie 
duty  in  question ;  and  that  gentleman  will  so 
vote,  and  with  that  expectation.  I  did  not 
inquire  how  my  friend  obtained  this  assurance. 
I  suppose  he  had  it  from  him,  or  those  alone 
able  to  give  it ;  and,  if  so,  I  looked  upon  it  as 
fiur  play.  It  would  be  the  result  of  a  calcula- 
tion of  the  choice  between  supposed  evils. 

I  feel  compelled  to  take  a  respectful  notice  of 
the  remarks  of  a  gentieman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  BABsmoEB,)  in  relation  to  my  vote 
yesterday  evening,  and  my  motion  to-day, 
whidi  has  given  rise  to  the  present  discnsuon. 
That  gentleman  has  made  an  allusion  to  the 
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kiss  tnd  to«asoa  of  Judas.  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
knov  whether  he  meant  to  be  witty  or  satirical. 
If  wit  was  his  object,  he  fiuled ;  for  I  oonid  not 
perMive  that  a  single  smile  was  elicited  in  the 
hall.  Shoold  I  presome,  as  that  gentleman  did, 
to  offer  an  advice  not  asked  for,  I  woold  sa^, 
pat;  wbeaever  be  attempts  to  extract  his  saUies 
^of  wit  {rum  a  record  the  most  awfiil  and  in- 
stractive  that  the  mind  of  man  can  contem- 
plate, lie  will  exhibit  himself  in  bad  taste  before 
a  Christian  aadience.  Bat  if  satire  was  intend- 
ed, and  the  gentleman  meant  both  to  assail  me, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  pve  ns  a  siunple  of 
his  magnanimi^,  he  was  ^gnaUy  saocessfol. 
Having  east  his  arrow  araoes  the  nail  at  Die,  he 
most  magnanimonriy  demanded  the  previoas 
qiMstion ;  which  would  shut  my  montii  from 
tuis  explanation,  and  from  a  reply. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Georgia,  rose,  and  ob- 
Eerved  that  in  all  the  debate  he  had  heard  noth- 
ing new  on  the  question ;  and,  as  farther  de- 
bate oonld  be  of  no  ase,  he  moved  to  lay  the 
motion  for  reconsideration  on  the  table,  and 
dcaoaanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question ; 
bat  witilidrew  his  motion  at  the  request  of 

Hr.  ICcOoT,  who  promised  to  renew  it  when , 
he  had  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  adhering 
to  the  reduction  of  the  salt  dntgr.  Having  done 
BQ^  he  ruie  wed  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  ^omp- 
■osr;  and 

The  qnestHm  b^g  pat  on  lajing  the  motion 
to  reetmrider  on  the  taUe,  it  was  decided  in 
tlie  nenliTe— yeas  96,  nays  103. 

Mr.  Pole  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
redoetion,  and  ezpluiatory  of  the  history  of 
the  daty  on  salt  laid  from  time  to  time ;  and 
believing  that  enou^  bad  been  stud,  pro  and 
am,  and  as  much  as  the  time  of  the  Honse 
CO  old  afford,  he  condnded  by  calling  for  the 
previons  question. 

Mr.  Watkb  moved  a  call  of  the  House ;  but 
the  motion  was  not  sustained. 

The  motioa  for  the  previona  question  was 
ieeonded  by  a  minority  of  the  Honse ;  and 

The  question  hebag  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  call  ot  Mr.  Oahbebuno,  it  was  carried 
-171  to  86. 

The  nuun  question  (being  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  on  the  ameudmeut  reducing 
the  duty  OQ  salt)  was  then  put,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative  by  the  followmg  vote— yeas  102, 
nays  97. 

The  question  then  recnrring  on  the  amend- 
mnt  proponng  to  reduce  the  dnty  on  salt, 

Mr.  "MoDmms  modified  the  amendment  so  as 
to  d^^  the  reduction  to  fifteen  cents  to  the  Ist 
ti  SmtGonbtt-,  1881,  and  the  reduction  to  ten 
ocntafirom  and  after  the  81st  of  December,  1882. 

The  debate  was  now  renewed,  and  continaed 
whh  unabated  animation  and  ooeasional  pun- 
gency during  several  hours. 

Messrs.  OAjccunuBNa,  Dbattoit,  Babbinosk, 
AsoBL,  Baaaaj  Obaiq,  of  Tirginia,  Jsssmaa, 
yfiLia,  and  LBA.advoc^»d  the  amendment,  and 
thepn^metyof  redndngthednty;  and  Mea^. 
^non,  of  Keir  Tori^  Maxunr,  Sxokbs,  of 
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New  York,  Ibvik,  of  Ohio,  Twr,  Davis,  of 
Massadiosetts,  and  Sebo  opposed  the  amend- 
ment for  various  reasons ;  some,  beoanse  tboy 
were  opposed  to  the  reduction  as  impolitio,  and 
would  not  diminish  the  price  to  the  consumer ; 
others,  that  it  was  improper,  connected  with 
this  bill ;  others,  that  it  would  pat  the  bill  it- 
self in  jeopardy,  thoagh  they  were  not  opposed 
to  the  repeal  of  the  duty,  if  it  were  an  uncon- 
nected proposition.  For  the  reason  last  men- 
tioned, Messrs.  Ramsbt  and  Milleb  stated  they 
should  vote  now  agfunst  the  amendnwnt,  u- 
thon^  they  yesterday  voted  for  it. 

[Tda  following  were  the  remarks  of  Meesra. 
Angel  and  Lu :  j 

Mr.  Anqxl  said  he  must  crave  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Honse  for  a  few  moments,  while 
he  would  state  briefly  the  reasons  which  wonld 
govern  his  vote  on  this  occasion.  I  am  (said 
Mr.  A.)  tiie  more  disposed  to  do  this,  becanse 
I  am  constrained  to  differ  from  many  of  my 
coUeagnee ;  those  with  whom  I  have  generally 
acted,  whom  I  greatly  esteem,  and  for  whose 
judgments  and  opinions  I  entertain  the  greatest 
respect.  Under  these  ciromnstances,  my  course 
may  seem  singular  to  some,  and  I  therefore 
desire  to  state  the  reasons  which  not  only  in- 
duce, but  oblige  me  to  take  it. 

My  first  otfjeelion  rests  upon  general  princi- 
plea.  The  real,  absolute  neoeasariea  of  life 
ought  not  to  be  taxed,  unleaB  there  be  some 
strong  and  urgent  neoesnty  for  it ;  and  then  no 
longer  than  the  necessity  for  the  tax  conlinuee. 
Here  the  tax  on  salt  is  unnecessary ;  the  reve- 
nue is  abnndant  without  it. 

Salt  is  an  absolute,  natural,  and  real  neoes- 
sary  of  life — other  tilings  may,  from  nee,  be 
thought  necessary,  as  tea^  coffee,  sugar;  but 
salt  is,  in  its  nature,  a  real  necessary  to  life — 
and  one  without  which  life  and  health  cannot 
be  maintained.  It  is  abeolatdy  necessary  to 
animal  life  and  health.  Horses,  cattle,  and 
sheep  must  be  fed  with  it ;  and  immense  num- 
bers of  them  die  yearly  for  the  want  of  a  mtffl- 
cient  quantity  of  It.  On  such  an  article,  is  it 
proper  then  to  retmn  a  doty  of  twoity  cents  on 
a  bushel?  More  salt  should  be  osed;  more 
wonld  be  used  if  it  was  ohe^>er,  and  it  should 
be  made  as  cheap  aa  possible,  byfireungitfirom 
taxation. 

The  poor  man,  for  himseU^  bis  wife,  and  his 
children,  must  consume  of  salt,  and  pay  of  his 
t^  as  mach  as  the  rich  man,  for  himself  his 
wife,  and  children — and  as  the  poor  man*s 
family  is  often  the  most  numerous,  he  must  pay 
the  m<st  of  the  tax.  You  make  him  pay  the 
more,  exactly  in  pr(mOTtion  as  he  is  less  able 
than  the  rich  man.  This  is  contrary  to  all  prin- 
ciple. Taxes  should  be  levied  on  men  accord- 
ing to  Khdr  abUity  to  pay.  Is  it  too  irfbah  to 
relieve  the  poor  man,  by  redaetng  hia  tax  at 
first  to  fift;e^  and  afterwards  to  ten  cents  on  a 
bu^ell  I  do  not  say  these  things  to  court 
popularity  with  the  poor.  I  say  them  because 
eternal  jostioe  prodaima  them  to  be  right, 
whether  they  be  popular  or  unpopular. 
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A  few  di^B  sinoe,  we  passed  a  bQl  redndDg 
Hhe  dnties  on  tea  ajad  coflfee,  beoanse  these  are 
BDpposed  to  have  become  necessaries,  and  are 
used  bj  the  poor  as  well  as  by  the  rich.  There 
were  <hi1j  six  rotes  against  that  bill ;  and  will 
any  gentleman  tell  me  that  salt  is  leas  a  neces- 
sary than  tea,  coffee,  or  ooooa,  or  less  oonsmned 
by  the  poor  ¥ 

On  principle,  therefore,  salt,  as  a  natoral  ne- 
cessary of  life,  ought  to  have  been  taxed  twenty 
cents  a  bushel,  or  two  or  three  times  as 
much  as  its  foreign  coat;  and  the  reduction 
of  the  tax  to  ten  cents  a  bushel  is  bat  dow 
and  partial  Justice .  to  the  pnblio,  aa  the  tax 
will  still  be  equal  to  the  expense  of  mddng  a 
bushel  of  salt  at  the  Salina,  or  any  good  salt 
works. 

It  is  aald  that  the  reduction  of  this  salt  tax 
will  be  a  serious  injury  to  the  State  A:t>m  which 
I  oome.  If  I  believed  this,  I  would  be  the  last 
man  to  vote  for  it.  I  can  have  no  inducement 
to  wrong  that  State — ^my  home  is  there — ^my 
friends  are  there — aU  my  interests  and  all  my 
attachments  are  there — and  I  can  only  wish 
her  prosperity.  I  hope  to  show,  as  I  am  satis- 
fied is  the  &ct,  that  the  State  cannot  lose  by 
the  reduction  of  this  tax,  whidi  will  profit 
every  citizen  of  that  State. 

At  present,  Kew  Ytxk  hersdf  levies  an  ezdse 
duty  oi  twelve  and  a  half  cents  on  evray  bushel 
<^  Mlt  manufactured  at  the  salt  works  in  that 
State.  Ky  oolleagnes  allege  that,  in  this  man- 
ner, the  State,  by  a  tax  upon  her  citizens,  raises 
a  revenue  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty -seven 
thousand  dollars  towards  her  canal  ftmd;  that, 
if  the  United  States  reduce  their  duty  on  im- 
ported salt  to  ten  cents  a  bushel,  the  State,  in 
order  to  save  the  manufacturer,  will  be  obliged 
to  reduce  her  duty  on  domestic  salt,  and,  in- 
stead of  this  revenue,  impose  a  direct  tax  to 
pay  her  canal  debt.  £lvery  part  of  this  deserves 
examination. 

If  the  United  States  reduce  tbe  duty  <ai  this 
■rtid^  it  will  save  exactly  bo  much  to  every 
<»tizen  who  uses  fordgn  salt:  and  the  State 
will  undoubtedly  amend  her  laws  and  consti- 
tution so  as  to  reduce  her  tax  on  salt,  which 
will  be  a  saving  to  that  amonnt  to  every  citizen 
who  uses  dom^tic  salt. 

If  by  these  means  the  canal  fond  loses  one 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  thousand  dollars,  do 
not  the  citizens  of  the  State  gain  it  by  their  ex- 
emption from  the  payment  of  the  tax)  Be- 
cause, after  all,  ver^  little  of  this  salt  tax  is  col- 
lected from  the  citizens  of  other  States.  la  it 
not  nearly  all  pud  by  the  citizens  of  New 
York?  Tfo  ihvy  not  oonsome  more  than  nine- 
tenths  of  all  the  salt  manufactured  intheStatet 
"What  can  a  State  gain  by  taking  from  the  dti- 
zen  his  earnings  and  property  by  taxatitm? 
When  gentlemen  talk  of  enriching  the  State  by 
taxing  the  people,  do  they  think  that  taxes  do 
not  make  uie  people  jpoor  1  If  the  salt  tax  costs 
the  people  who  pay  it  nothing,  by  increasing  it 
fonr  or  fivf  fbld,  yon  might,  according  to  th«dr 
argnment,  make,  tbe  State  Yvej  rich,  and 
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ofi"  tiie  canal  debt  in  a  ftw  yean,  witiumt  In- 
jury to  anybody. 

Let  us  look  at  the  other  side  of  the  pictnre— 
take  away  the  tax,  the  doing  of  which,  gentle- 
men say,  will  impoverish  tne  State,  and  then 
see  what  will  be  the  condition  of  tlie  citizens. 
If  the  State  loses  one  hondred  and  fifty-sevei^ 
thousand  dollars  by  the  abolition  of  the  tax,  it  • 
as  certainly  follows  that  the  citizens  gain  the 
same  amount.  The  State  is  the  corporation — 
the  citizens  are  its  members;  and  when  the 
members  are  required  to  pay  a  sum  for  the 
common  benefit,  the  ahare  required  of  each 
should  be  in  proportion  to  his  amount  of  stock 
in  the  company.  Iliis  is  plidn;  it  is  every 
di7*8  practice  in  the  peonmary  regnlationa  m 
oorpOTate  bodies ;  and  what  Government  would 
ever  charter  a  company  with  authority  to  com- 
pel the  bolder  of  one  share  to  pay  as  hi^  a  tax 
as  he  who  holds  twenty  diares  f  This  is  the 
operation  of  the  present  salt  tax.  The  poor 
man  not  worth  a  dollar,  pays  as  much  towards 
its  aggregate  amount  as  the  wealtlueet  man 
amongst  ns. 

If,  as  is  conceded  on  all  hands,  the  State 
must  and  will  reduce  her  salt  tax  if  the  United 
States  reduce  theirs,  how  can  the  manufacturer 
be  ii^ured  by  it }  Foreign  salt  will  cost  abroad 
some  six  or  ten  cents;  to  this  there  must  be 
added  fright,  insorance,  and  importers*  pofit, 
and  the  United  States  duty  will  still  remam  ten 
cents.  The  price  of  domestic  aall^  free  from 
the  State  tax,  would  be  only  ten  cents  or  lesa 
at  the  salt  works.  It  is  therefore  utterly  im- 
possible that  the  foreign  salt  should  ever  com- 
pete with  the  domestic  salt,  unless  the  State 
should  obstinately  refdse  to  relieve  its  citizens 
from  this  burden— and  there  is  not  the  least 
foundation  for  snppcraing  that  the  State  wonld 
delay  to  perform  a  duty  flo  agreeable  and  profit- 
able to  her  citizens. 

If  the  State  tax  on  salt  was  rednoed,  (as  it 
wonld  immediately  be  in  effect,  and  shoray  in 
form,)  the  salt  mannftutorera  could  sell  salt  at 
the  works  for  ten  cents  a  bnshel,  instead  of  tiie 
prMcnt  price  of  twenty-two  and  a  half  cents^ 
including  the  State  tax.  More  of  it  wonld  be 
carried  east,  and  sold  in  Vermont,  and  in  the 
Hudson  Rivor  and  Mohawk  counties— more 
wonld  go  west,  on  the  canal,  and  find  a  market 
in  west  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Michigan,  and 
Canada — ^more  wonld  go  north,  on  the  cuial  to 
Oswego,  and  find  a  market  in  our  northern 
counties  and  in  Qanada.  In  this  manner,  the 
salt  market  for  our  manufacturer  wonld  be  en- 
laq^  and  his  {aroflta  increased ;  while  the 
price  to  eonsnmers  wonld  be  lednoed,  and  the 
increase  of  transportation  of  the  salt,  and  of  the 
pay  for  it  on  the  canals,  would,  by  the  increase 
of  tolls,  go  far  towards  remwierwng  the  canal 
fond  for  the  loss  it  would  snstain  by  a  redno: 
tion  of  the  salt  duty. 

At  the  time  the  constitution  of  our  State  was 
amended,  and  this  salt  tax  was  pledged  to  the 
canal  ftmd,  the  canals  were  unfinished ;  and  I 
do  not  war  with  the  convention  for  their  en- 
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daftTora  to  secure  the  credit  of  the  Stota.  Btill 
the  people^  manj  of  them,  objected  to  the  con- 
BtitDtiMi — they  demurred  to  the  salt  tax.  At 
that  time  I  was  with  them ;  and  can  speak  of 
tbe  opUDdoDS  of  manj  in  the  western  part  of  the 
State,  from  personal  obBervatioo.  The  oooati- 
tiit3<Hi  was  presented  as  a  whole,  and  the  people 
were  obliged  to  adopt  it  as  a  whole,  or  r^ect  it 
altogether.  It  contained  many  provisions 
wbioh  they  desired  to  secure;  thej  wished  to 
abolish  the  old  conncil  of  appointment,  to  re- 
form the  jadiciary,  and  to  extend  the  right  of 
mffhwe.  They  were  told,  and  regarded  it  as 
a  ]de4ge,  or  pnnnise,  tiiat  the  oaoaU  would  go, 
on  iBocessfiulj,  soon  be  oompletedf  and  the 
ttdla  would  bemorethanBofflcienttoextin^iah 
tiwdebt;  and  that,  as  soon  asaliMe  experience 
oooM  be  had  on  toe  anttject,  this  salt  tax  should 
be  redaoed  or  repealed.  They  believed  this,  and 
adopted  the  conatitatloQ  ;  but  if  they  had  been 
told  that  this  tax  most  be  perpetual,  they  would 
have  rejected  the  tax  and  constitution  together. 
If  this  tax  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  on  a  bushel 
of  salt,  in  favor  of  the  canal  fund,  had  been  the 
only  amendment  proposed  to  the  constitution, 
would  not  the  people,  I  ask  my  colleague,  have 
r^ected  it  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  ? 

The  State  salt  tax,  like  the  United  States  salt 
tax,  18  very  unequal  and  mjast— a  repeal  or  re- 
dne&Mi  of  both  is  called  wr  by  the  interest  of 
tbepeople. 

The  New  York  eanal  debt  is  the  debt  of  the 
whole  State.  The  salt  tax  there  is  thrown  into 
the  canal  fund  to  pay  that  debt  Bat  the  State 
■alt  tax  is  not  paid  by  all  the  people  of  the 
State,  but  only  by  about  two-thirds  of  them. 
Of  these,  many  are  obliged  to  pay  who  use  the 
eaoats  bnt  little,  and  who  are  rather  injured 
than  benefited  by  them.  The  other  third  of 
the  popalation  of  the  State  consumes  imported 
sttt;  pays  nothing  into  the  canal  fnod;  but 
pays  twoity  cents  a  bushel  on  salt  to  the  United 
States.  Thus  the  people  of  that  State  are  taxed, 
(two-thtrda  of  tiiem,)  m  wie  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollara  towards  the  oanal  fimd ;  and 
to  eoable  the  Btatb  to  tax  theae  two-thirds  to 
that  amonnt,  my  wdleagite  wonld  compel  the 
other  third  to  pay  twenty  oents  on  every 
badidof  salt  they  eonstune,  into  the  Treasury, 
to  be  paid  ont  in  internal  improvements  in 
other  States.  Here  is  a  doable  taxation ;  and 
one  part  of  the  State  is  to  be  employed  as  the 
instrament  to  fix  this  tax  on  the  other,  instead 
d  joining,  as  I  think  they  should,  to  reduce  both 
taxes.  If  the  tax  were  reduced,  all  would  get 
thdr  salt  cheiqier  than  they  now  do.  If  the 
United  States  tax  on  salt  be  reduced  ten  OMits, 
that  of  the  State  will  fiillow,  and  every  consom- 
CT  will  obtatai  his  salt  ten  oents  oheiqm  thui 
he  would  if  the  tax  were  continued.  And  yet 
I  am  told  that  the  people  of  New  York  will  be 
injored  by  reducing  uieir  taxes  I  I  have  yet 
lo  learn  that  men  grow  rich  by  being  taxed,  or 
that  they  become  wealthy  by  having  their 
money  taken  from  them.  I  have  heard  much 
said  npoo  thia  floor  in  fiivor  of  heavy  taxation 
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— have  lieard  gmtlemai  8^7  that  it  wonld 
reploiish  the  stores  and  increase  the  wealth  of 

the  country ;  that  the  individuals  composing 
the  nation  wonld  be  enriched  and  rendered 
happy  by  it  It  would  seem  from  their  doc- 
trine that  an  eztrava^t  system  of  taxation 
was  a  kind  of  eomvcopia  provided  by  the  ma^o 
of  GrOTemment,  to  supply  the  wants  and  gratify 
the  'avarice  of  every  class  of  citizens.  Sir,  I 
cannot  understand  this  kind  of  logic ;  bat  when 
I  am  brought  to  l>elieve  as  those  gentlemen  do, 
then  I  will  vote  with  them,  and  not  before. 
I  have  spent  my  days  with  the  people  of  New 
York,  and  will  never  ii^nre  them.  Iknowthey 
do  not  deserve  it  They  have  borne  burdens 
withont  murmur.  Can  any  man  complain  that 
I  injure  him,  when  I  wish  to  reduce  his  taxes  I 

Sir,  I  represent  a  farming  district  Uy  col- 
league (Ur.  Stobbs)  seemed  to  think  that  the 
genUeman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Oambbklbno) 
knew  nothing  about  the  interests  of  the  agricul- 
turists, because  he  comes  from  a  city.  I  am, 
in  part,  a  farmer  myself — I  was  brought  up  at 
the  plough — I  know  the  worth  of  a  dollar,  for 
I  have  labored  with  my  hands  to  earn  it 
Through  life  niy  associations  have  been  with 
those  who  procured  their  livelihood  by  honest 
labor — my  life  has  been  spent  with  a  people 
who  earn  their  bread  by  the  aweat  of  their 
brow,  and  I  know  and  unaeratand  their  feelings 
and  their  interests.  "iSj  constituents  are  in- 
dustrious fEumers— they  pursue  thle  path  of 
honesty,  and  avoid  all  juggling  peculations. 
They  pay  their  debts  and  their  taxes  too ;  and 
they  well  know  what  labor  it  costs  to  meet  all 
the  exactions  upon  them.  Such  are  the  men 
for  whom  I  go,  and  such  are  the  men  whose 
interests  shoold  be  protected — and  I  know  of 
no  better  way  to  protect  them,  than  to  relieve 
them,  if  I  can,  from  this  taxation. 

This  State  salt  tax  is  peculiarly  oppressive 
upon  my  district  That  district  can  use  the 
canals  but  very  little,  and  they  are  believed 
ratho*  to  have  injured  than  benefited  it  Be 
this  as  it  may,  such  is  the  opinion  of  many 
good  judges  of  the  value  of  property ;  and  it  is 
certain  that  many  burinesa  men  have  been 
drawn  from  that  conuty  to  the  canals,  with 
considerable  capitfd ;  and  that  the  prices  of 
real  estate,  and  other  articles  in  the  market, 
have  greatly  depreciated.  Meanwhile,  that  dis- 
trict, which  is  a  single  oonntry,  consumes  more 
than  thirty -five  thousand  bushels  of  domestic  salt, 
and  thus  pays  into  the  canal  fund  a  tax  of  from 
four  thousand  dollars  to  six  thousand  dollars  a 
year ;  and  at  the  same  time  every  citizen  of  the 
county  who  transports  any  one  article  on  the 
canal,  must  pay  as  great  tolls  as  those  who, 
residing  elsewhere,  either  enjoy  greater  benefits 
from  the  oanal,  or  pay  nothing  of  this  salt  tax. 
My  coDstitnwts  are  willing  to  pay  any  rate  of 
tolls  necessary  to  the  cwsl  fund,  so  far  as  they 
use  the  canal — ^they  are  willing  to  pay  for 
whatever  they  use  j  but  it  is  unjust  to  tax  them 
wi^  burdens  which,  though  benefidal  to  others, 
are  only  injurious  to  themselves.  And  I  wiah 
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to  redace  the  United  States  tax  on  salt,  as  the 
onlj  and  best  means  of  procaring  that  reduc- 
tion of  the  State  dnty  on  salti  which  our  agri- 
cultural and  laboring  population  everywhere 
desire  and  deserve. 

But,  sir,  my  colleagne,  Qtr.  Stobbs,)  to  deter 
the  New  York  delegation  from  voting  for  the 
reduction  of  this  salt  tax,  declares  Uiat  that 
reduction  will  drive  the  State  of  New  Tork  to 
a  land  toz,  to  supply  the  place  of  this  salt  tax 
to  the  canal  fund.  What  an  odious  oigmnent  I 
"What  is  this  bnt  to  say  to  the  citizens  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  if  you  rid  yourselves  of 
the  salt  tax,  the  yoke  of  a  land  tax  shall  be  fixed 
on  your  necks  ?  Shall  I  use  sach  an  insulting 
argument  to  the  citizens  of  mv  district?  ShoU 
any  man  say  to  them,  yoo  shall  bear  either  a 
salt  tax  or  a  land  tax !  Sir,  they  ought  to  bear 
neither. 

And.  sir,  is  it  tme— is  there  a  shadow  of 
tmUi  in  it,  that  the  loss  of  this  salt  tax  will 
ruin  the  great  State  of  New  York,  and  drive 
her  to  a  land  tax  to  support  the  Erie  and 
Ohampl^n  Canals  ?  These  are  the  best  canals 
in  America;  are  located  on  the  easiest  and 
cheapest  routes — connect  the  most  extensive 
natural  navigations  on  this  whole  vast  conti- 
nent, traverse  the  most  fertile  districts,  and 
bear  on  likeir  bosoms  the  industry  and  pr<»lncts 
of  every  cUme,  and  of  millioQs  of  people.  Af- 
ter boasting,  as  he  did,  a  few  days  since,  of  the 
ntilify  and  profits  of  tiiese  the  most  useftu  works 
of  the  age,  shall  he  tell  ns,  and  ask  ns  to  believe 
him,  that  these  canals,  such  as  I  have  described 
them,  cannot  support  and  pay  for  themselves ; 
that  they  are  so  lame,  impotent,  and  feeble, 
that  the  loss  of  this  excise  of  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  on  a  bnahel  of  salt,  extorted  alike  from 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  will  force  New  York  to 
burden  her  citizens  with  a  land  tax  to  support 
than  I  "What,  sir,  a  direct  tax  to  support  tiie 
best  canals  In  the  world  I  Is  this  tme  ?  How 
does  it  tally  with  that  gentleman's  arguments 
in  favor  of  internal  improvements  ?  Did  he  not, 
a  fbw  days  since,  entertain  ns  with  a  discourse 
to  prove  how  very  profitable  these  works  are, 
ana  how  soon  they  would  pay  for  themselves  f 
And  now,  forsooth,  the  State  of  New  York  is 
to  be  mined  by  the  redaction  of  the  tax  on 
foreign  salt  to  ten  cents,  which  still  leaves  Gie 
enormons  duty  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  on 
that  necessary  article  of  life. 

But  let  me  quiet  the  gentleman's  nnhappy 
alarms.  He  has  himself  hinted  at  the  manner 
in  whic^,  if  the  State  lose  the  salt  tax,  it  can 
easily,  and  wi&out  imustice,  supply  the  defi- 
cienoy  of  the  canal  ftmd.  That  gentieman  has 
told  ns  that,  if  the  account  should  now  be  taken 
between  the  New  York  canals  and  western  Ver- 
mont, western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  Michi- 
gan, they  would  be  found  indebted  to  New 
York  for  the  reduction  which  her  canals  have 
effected  in  their  transportation,  "thousands, 
and  hundreds  of  thousands."  Yes,  sir,  I  appeu 
to  every  honest  man,  let  him  reside  where  he 
majj  ought  not  they  who  ei^oj  the  benefit  of 
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these  canals  to  pay  for  their  conatmction  and 
repurf  Would  any  man  partake  of  the  ban- 
quet, and  meanly  skulk  off  and  leave  others  to 
pay  the  bill  ?  If  Vermont,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
and  Michigan  have  had,  and  will  forever  hav^ 
profits,  "thousands  andhundredsofthoosands^** 
OS  my  coUeague  (Mr.  Stobbs)  says,  in  their 
cheaper  transportation,  would  they — could  they 
decline  such  a  moderate  increase  of  the  eantd 
tolls  as  would  supply  this  deficiency,  in  the 
event  of  there  being  any  i  I  think  they  could 
not — my  constituents  will  freely  pay  the  in- 
creased tolls — it  would  be  a  piUhd  increase, 
'nie  tolls  are  now  more  than  euht  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  an  increase  of  oo»  dollar 
and  ^tj  cents  on  each  hundred  dollars  of  flie 
present  toUs  would  replenish  the  fund. 

For  these  reasons,  and  others  which  I  cannot 
now  detail  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  salt  tax  of 
the  United  States  ought  to  be  reduced,  as  an 
act  of  justice  and  sound  policy  to  all  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  I  believe,  too,  it 
will  lead  to  a  reduction  of  the  New  York  State 
excise  on  salt,  beneficial  to  all  the  consumers 
of  domestic  salt  manufactured  in  that  State, 
and  ultimately  extending  the  mteket  for  that 
article,  and.  therefore^  beneficial  to  the  manu- 
facturers of  it. 

Some  brieve  that  to  tax  is  the  best  mode  to 
improve  the  wealtit  and  riches  of  men ;  but  I 
believe  taxes  to  be  the  worst  enemies  to  indus- 
try. A  tax  which  indiscriminately  presses  upon 
the  weak  and  the  strong ;  which  adds  to  the 
miseries  of  poverty ;  which  takes  from  the  food 
of  the  hungry,  and  diminiE^es  the  scanty  stores 
of  the  needy ;  which  lays  the  widow  and  the 
orphan  under  contribution,  and  preys  upon  the 
substance  of  the  halt,  the  mamied,  and  the 
blind,  is  unworthy  of  the  countenance  of  a  free 
and  liberal  Government.  The  small  sum  of 
twenty  cents,  exacted  by  the  Government  of 
the  citizen,  as  the  price  of  his  Ucense  to  use  a 
bushel  of  salt,  may  appear  trifling  and  of  little 
consequence  to  gentlemen  enjoying  hi^  salaries, 
or  drawing  ample  wages  in  the  service  of  the 
Government;  but  to  the  poor  laborer,  whose 
wages  are  less  than  fifty  cents  per  day,  this  tax 
is  onerous,  and  he  feels  and  groans  under  tiie 
weight  of  it.  I  am  not  the  iriend  of  useless 
taxation,  and  so  long  as  I  enjoy  a  seat  upon  thu 
fioor,  it  shall  not  receive  my  support. 

These  are  my  sentiments,  and  I  should  be  a 
hypocrite  if  I  concealed  them.  Popular  or  un- 
popular, they  have  their  source  in  an  honest 
conviction  of  their  rectitude.  Let  them  put  me 
up,  or  put  me  down,  I  will  abide  by  them. 

Mr.  Lea  said  he  did  not  rise  to  m^e  a  speech, 
but  to  ask  for  the  reading  of  two  letters,  whibh 
he  had  in  his  hand,  contuned  in  a  document 
reported  to  this  House  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  during  the  present  session  of  Congress. 
These  letters  are  from  gentlemen  of  first  re- 
spectability,* one  of  them  interested  in  the  salt 
works  reared  to,  and  the  other  intimately  bc- 
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qaunted  with  those  concerns.  The;  speak  of 
the  s^t  works  on  Holston  Birer,  in  Virginia, 
and  give  ua  some  facts  worth;  of  oar  attention, 
when  honorable  gentlemen '  tell  us  here  that 
the  present  dot;  of  twentj  cents  a  bushel  on 
foreign  salt  is  necessary  to  protect  oar  domestic 
manafftctores,  and  even  argae  gravel;  that  salt 
is  che^r  on  account  of  the  dnt;.  We  are 
told  that  some  salt  works  will  be  destroyed  if 
tibe  dut;  should  be  repealed.  And  what  of  that  ? 
If  they  cannot  make  as  cheap  as  others,  let 
them  go.  Host  the  whole  communitj  bw  a 
grievoofl  tax,  in  order  to  keep  np  a  few  dull  and 
unprofitable  salt  works,  when  there  are  others 
in  Uie  country  that  could  make  more  than 
enough  at  half  the  amount  of  the  present  dut;  ? 
What  do  these  letters  tell  ns  f  One  of  them  Ba;8 
salt  is  made  at  about  tweDt;-five  centsabashel, 
and  might  be  made  at  twelve  and  a  half;  the 
other  sayu  it  is  made  at  sixteen  or  seventeen 
cents,  and  might  be  made  for  six  and  a  fourth, 
and  the  quantity  might  be  extended  to  meet  an; 
demand  of  the  whole  Union.  One  of  the  letters 
says  the  price,  at  the  work&  has  been,  for 
several  years,  one  dollar  for  fifty  ponndsl  I 
live  in  a  conntry  uipplied  from  this  source,  and 
know  the  eoat « thia  same  ealt  aa  it  [nvgresses 
down  the  rivers  Holstoa  and  Tennessee,  in- 
ereasiag  from  one  dollar  to  one  and  a  half  and 
two  doUara  a  boshel  of  fifty  pounds,  until  com- 
petition of  foreign  and  other  domestic  salt,  be- 
low the  Huscle  ahoaU,  reduces  the  price  to 
six^-two  and  a  half  cents,  little  more  than  half 
the  price  where  it  started  1  Is  this  no  monop- 
oly ?  Do  these  works  need  a  protecting  dut;  1 
Host  they  have  a  bounty  of  twenty  cents  duty 
imposed  on  foreign  salt,  to  keep  it  from  inter- 
fermg  with  the  market,  in  order  that  these 
manufacturers  ma^  be  able  to  sell  at  a  living 
fHioe  1  But  the  fiiends  of  the  protecting  system 
eeem  alarmed  lest  the  reduction  of  this  duty 
should  endanger  other  parts  of  the  tariff  Aye, 
indeed,  is  it  ul  of  a  piece  f  And  are  these  its 
principles  I  and  thia  a  specimen  of  the  whole? 
I  am  glad  to  hear  gentlemen  tell  us  that  this 
odious  salt  tax  is  a  true  test  of  the  "  American 
system,"  and  let  them  refuse  to  repeal  this  duty, 
and  abide  that  test  I  ask  that  the  letters  be 
Ktd. 

The  question  at  length  being  put  on  the 
amendment,  it  was  negatived  by  the  following 
:  yeas  98,  nays  102. 
the  amendment  was  rejected. 
The  qaestion  then  recorrine  on  the  substi- 
tute to  the  original  bill  agreed  to  in  Oommit- 
tee  of  the  Whole, 

Hr.  Pouc  called  for  a  divlMon  of  the  qnes- 
tSofk,  so  as  to  leave  fbr  separate  deoiuon  the 
section  containing  the  amendment  re^>ecting 
the  dat;  on  iron,  offered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  by  Messrs.  Scott  and  Howard;  and, 
after  some  explanatory  remarks  by  Mr.  P.,  and 
some  passages  between  him  and  Mr.  Stbsiobre 
en  a  point  of  order. 

The  question  was  put  on  all  the  sections  of 
fits  iubstitnte,  ace|rting  that  above  mentioiied, 
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and  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nayB :  yeas  186, 

nays  11. 

The  qaestion  then  came  up  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  SooTT,  as  amended  by  the  proviso 
of  Mr.  HowABD. 

Mr.  Scott  defended  bis  amendment  sgainst 
some  objections  of  Mr.  Folk. 

Mr.  WiOKLiFFB  suggested,  that,  instead  of 
calling  the  yeas  and  nays  on  both  branches  of 
the  amendment,  it '  would  save  time  if  Mr. 
SooTT  would  move  to  strike  out  Mr.  Howabd's 
proviso. 

Mr.  BuoHAKAN  advised  his  oolleagae  to  adopt 
this  course,  for  the  reason,  also,  that,  by  giving 
up  a  part,  he  would  be  more  likely  to  obt^ 
the  other  portion  of  the  amendment 

Kr,  Scott  jrielded  to  the  suggestion,  imd 
moved  to  strike  from  the  amraidment  the  pro- 
viso adopted  in  committee,  on  the  motion  <tf 
Mr.  HowAHD. 

Mr.  Bbown  opposed  making  the  distinction ; 
and 

Mr.  Watnx  advocated  Mr.  Howard's  pro- 
viso, and  opposed  the  motion  to  strike  it  out  ' 

The  qaestion  being  put  on  striking  ont  the 
proviso,  it  was  negwved  by  yeas  and  nays : 
jeaa  46,  nays  140. 

Mr.  Chiltoh  moved  to  include  in  the  amend- 
ment imported  iron  "used  for  axes,  hoes,  or 
ploughs,  or  for  uiy  other  purpose  of  agricul- 
ture," and,  in  support  of  his  motion,  sud  as 
follows : 

Mr.  C.  remarked  that  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice must,  as  he  conceived,  belong  to  one  of 
two  classes,  either  such  as  were  natural  and  in- 
flexible, being  founded  in  the  nature  of  things, 
or  such  as  rest  upon  a  civil  compact.  Now, 
sir,  said  Mr.  0.,  I  affirm  that  the  principles  in 
this  bill  involve  specifically  the  aistiaction  X 
have  just  alluded  ta  In  order  to  test  them,  I 
propose  these  two  qaestions  to  &e  House :  Is 
it  in  the  power  of  tne  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  Impose  burdens  upon  their  fellow-dtl- 
zens,  and  thereby  abridge  all  their  pleasures 
and  cartml  the  firuits  of  their  industry,  on  mere 
principles  of  natural  justice?  Or  have  they 
this  power  from  the  constrnction  of  an  instru- 
ment agreed  to  b;  the  States  of  this  Union, 
and  conferring  such  a  power !  None  will  con- 
tend, I  presume^  that  the  authority  is  derived 
from  a  natural  right  Sir,  the  very  beasts  have 
a  right  to  rove  over  the  plain,  to  seek  for  pas- 
ture wherever  the;  can  find  it,  and  drink  of 
every  brook  they  meet  in  their  way ;  and  are 
not  men  by  nature  as  free  as  they?  Sorely, 
rar.  And  has,  then,  a  collection  of  men,  unau- 
thorized by  me,  a  right  to  put  their  hands  in 
mv  pocket,  and  take  m;  money,  to  sustain  an- 
other who  has  no  just  claim  to  the  fruit  of  my 
toil?  They_  have  not.  It  is  apparent,  then, 
that  as  this  is  not  a  natural  right,  if  it  exists  at 
all,  it  must  be  acquired.  In  order  to  judge 
whether  it  has  been  conferred  upon  Congress 
or  not,  our  only  resort  must  be  to  the  charter 
agreed  on  by  the  States,  and  there  we  shall  see 
how  for  this  power  of  taxation  is  oanied.  The 
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qaestion  is,  what  power  has  Congress  on  this 
enbject  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  f  It  is  far  from  my  intention  to  oppose 
any  constitntionl  power,  and  I  do  believe  that 
the  power  to  levy  taxes  with  a  view  to  reve- 
nne  is  a  constitutional  power.  Even  the  mnch- 
abnsed  States  of  Norm  and  South  CWolina, 
and  GeoFfpa,  will  not  hesitate  to  make  the 
aame  admisuon.  They  all  admit  yonr  power 
to  lay  taxes  with  a  view  to  repleniut  the 
Treasury.  But  what  is  the  fact  now !  I  say 
yon  have  usurped  a  power  never  conferred 
upon  you,  and  which  you  cannot  clum  as  a 
natur^  right — the  power  of  grindiof^  the  face 
of  the  poor  for  the  benefit  of  the  nch.  Be- 
gardles9  of  the  cries  of  the  unprotected  and 
helpless,  yon  hold  over  them,  without  mercy, 
the  iron  rod  of  the  oppressor.  This,  in  my 
opinion,  involves  £he  whole  principle -of  your 
constitutional  right,  and  toncbea  especially  a 
question  in  relaUon  to  the  West,  which  must 
ntteriy  forbid  me  to  vote  fw  it.  I  here  pub- 
licly avow  that  1  believe  this  House  has  no 
fowfit  under  the  oonstitntion  to  proeeonte  what 
is  called  the  protecting  system ;  in  other  words, 
that  it  has  no  power  to  thrast  its  hand  into  a 
thousand  pockets  far  the  puipose  of  keeping  up 
the  fulness  and  splendor  of  one.  Sir,  permit 
me  to  ask  what  was  originally  the  object  of  the 
confederation  of  these  States.  Was  it  that  the 
isolated  interest  of  one  single  State  should  pre- 
dominate over  tiiat  of  all  the  rest  ?  Surely 
not.  The  interests  of  these  States  are  exoeed- 
inriy  diversified.  Their  inhabitants  are  in  very 
different  situations,  engaged  in  difi'erent  pur- 
suits, inhabiting  a  diveruty  of  climate  and  of 
soil.  Some  ^arts  of  our  country  abound  in 
hemp,  others  in  iron,  others  in  cotton,  others  in 
sugar-cane,  and  you  never  can  fix  on  a  system 
of  taxation  in  which  all  will  agree,  unless  it  is 
done  under  the  immediate  pressure  of  an  exist- 
ing war,  when  sectional  interests  aro  forgotten, 
and  all  bum  with  a  noble  zeal  to  defend  the 
stars  and  stripes  of  the  national  banner. 

The  great  object  of  the  confederation  was  to 
provide  for  the  general  defence  and  common 
welfare.  It  never  was  intended  that  the  ma- 
jority should  oppress  and  despoil  the  minority, 
ne  have  in  Keutucl^  a  constitution  which 
guaranties  to  eveiy  inmvidual  certfun  rights  as 
being  nnalienable,  and  I,  as  an  ikmerican  citi- 
xen,  have  a  claim  to  these  rights,  and  may  in- 
^  npon  them  in  m^  own  case,  though  all  the 
rest  of  my  Mlow-oitizens  should  have  given 
them  np.  For  what  were  constitutions  made  ? 
or  why  do  we  contend  with  so  much  earnest- 
ness on  this  floor,  as  to  their  true  intent  and 
meaniug?  Surely  the  object  of  them  is  to 
protect  all.  The  intention  was,  that  all  should 
Daily  contribute  to  the  common  defence, 
as  it  the  object  of  our  Government  that  the 
poor  shall  fight,  and  the  rich  roll  in  Inxnry  } 
Sir,  the  poor  man  cannot  get  a  substitute ;  he 
must  turn  out  in  his  own  person ;  and  I  ^ow 
some  poor  men  who  in  the  last  war  left  behind 
tiiem  their  wives,  children,  frionds,  home,  and 
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all  they  held  dear,  for  sixty  dollars.  What,  sir, 
in  a  time  of  profoand  peace,  shall  we  be  enact- 
ing a  general  tariff  of  duties  t  That  I  always 
advocated  the  doctrine  of  putting  an  end  to 
taxes  and  burdens  the  moment  they  ceased  to 
be  of  absolute  necesaty,  will  be  recollected  by 
all  who  have  done  me  the  honor  to  listen 
whenever  I  have  raised  my  Ttnoe  on  this  flow. 
I  have  repeatedly  argued  in  iSavor  of  reducing 
the  tax  upon  salt ;  and  I  am  now  equally  op- 
posed to  any  Increase  of  the  tax  upon  iron. 
It  will  readily  be  discovered  that  iron  presents 
as  good  a  subject  for  monopoly  as  salt.  Every 
farmer  must  nave  it  It  enters  into  the  com- 
position of  his  knife  and  fork,  of  his  axe,  his 
plough,  his  hoe,  his  harrow,  his  sickle,  hia 
scythe,  his  ox  chain ;  in  a  word,  of  all  the  toc^ 
and  implements  by  which  he  is  able  to  turn  the 
stubborn  glebe,  to  reap  down  his  fields,  and  to 
subdue  the  soiL  He  must  have  it,  or  starve. 
Now,  sir,  why  shall  we  give  relief  on  this  sub- 
ject to  the  wealthy  gentlemen  who  fonn  a  rail- 
road company,  and  deny  it  to  the  humble  com 
and  tobacco  grower  t  Sir,  I  cannot  fail  to  n<^ 
tioe  an  argument  on  which  great  stress  is  Md, 
that  this  bill  is  intended  solely  and  exclanvely 
to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  revenue  as  it 
was  Imd  by  the  tariff  bill  of  1828,  and  not  to 
lay  any  additional  daty.  No  alteration  was  to 
be  made.  The  duties  were  to  be  neither  in- 
creased nor  diminished.  The  humble  individual 
who  had  had  the  price  upon  his  salt  increase^ 
from  twenty-five  cents  to  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents,  was  to  be  wholly  disregarded.  Now, 
sir,  in  my  district,  which  consists  of  twelve 
counties,  there  is  not  one  establishment  for  the 
mannfitotore  of  salt,  while  there  are  several 
mannfaotorifis  of  iron.  When,  then,  I  see  a 
bill  before  me,  which  grants  no  relief  on  a 
prime  necessary  of  life,  but  diminidies  the  duty 
on  an  article  which  aU  admit  to  be  profitable, 
can  any  man  expect  me  to  vote  for  it }  Be- 
sides, sir,  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
when  this  administration  came  into  power, 
looked  with  fond  anticipation  to  this  epoch  as 
one  in  which  all  unnecessary  ofiices  were  to  be 
dispensed  with,  and  no  new  offices  were  to  be 
created.  Yet,  what  is  provided  by  this  bill  1 
A  large  number  of  new  offices  are  created, 
with  heavy  salaries,  for  the  purpose  of  guard- 
ing against  frauds  1  What  does  this  prove  I 
It  is  admitted  tliat,  before  162&  the  revurae 
derived  from  duties  exceeded  the  amoolt  of 
what  it  is  at  ^wnt.  In  the  name  of  common 
sense,  then,  will  any  man  say  that  to  collect 
less  revenue  more  officers  are  needed  ?  I  in^ 
that  the  general  principle  of  the  system  is 
wrong.  Taxes  ought  never  to  be  laid  except 
for  the  general  d^ence.  This  thing  of  taxing 
some  for  the  protection  of  others,  I  am  ntteriy 
against.  It  is  calculated  to  rob  one  thonsand 
nme  hnndred  and  ninety-nine  persons,  in  order 
to  sustain  the  splendor  and  gratify  the  cupidity 
of  ONE  monopolist  or  manufacturer.  Contrast 
the  number  of  manufacturers  with  the  amount 
of  the  population  of  the  United  States^  and 
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yon  vill  find  fbe  diqnvportiffli  as  strikiDg  as 
any  oootrast  that  can  exist  upon  earth.  And 
shall  we  tax  all  them  for  tiie  pnrpose  of  haild- 
Ing  im  one  or  two  ?  If  we  may  tax  the  people 
lor  the  protection  of  manofactares,  why  may 
ire  not  for  the  protection  of  agriooltaref  The 
two  interests  are  inseparable ;  and,  on  the  same 
principle,  we  may  give  enconragement  to  both. 
But  we  ooght  not  to  enooarage  either  at  the 
expense  of  its  neighbor.  Suppose  me  settled 
on  a  farm  which  I  manage  hadly;  my  next 
neighbor  is  pmdent  and  industrious,  and  he 
raisea  one  thonaand  bushels  of  Indian  com, 
while  I  make  three  hundred  boahelB  of  wheat. 
Shan  I  go  to  ttie  oonnty  court  or  le^ature, 
and  aajf  1  fnj  ran  to  a  duty  of  twenty  or 
thirfy  emits  per  boahel  on  my  neighbor's  com, 
to  eaable  me  to  monopolize  the  market  ?  Sir, 
iron,  salt,  wheat,  and  com  are  in  one  respect 
all  alilEe ;  they  are  all  necessaries  of  life ;  and 
is  there  a  man  in  these  United  States  whose 
sense  does  not  revolt  at  snch  an  idea  f  Shall 
ve  tax  the  poor  man  because  he  happens  to  be 
in  the  neighborhood  of  a  nabob  t  The  article 
of  salt  is  a  proof  of  this.  Before  1828,  salt  in 
mj  district  was  sold  at  twenty-five  cents  per 
bosheL  It  increased  Uttle  by  little,  till  it  is 
now  from  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  to 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents.  Why  I  S<3t  from 
any  sQtrtAty  of  the  article,  bnt  from  the  effect 
of  an  *wM  monopoly,  wUch  is  grinding  the 
poor  literaDy  to  death.  I  hope  the  Honse  will 
look  into  that  subject  The  question  on  tiiis 
bQl  is  finally  to  settle  the  hopes  of  the  South 
and  West.  I  wish  it  understood  by  my  con- 
stitoents.  I  know  that  these  oonnderations 
sometiines  have  Uttle  weight  here,  bnt  it  may 
op&i  the  eyes  of  some  who  have  been  de- 
ceived. X  acknowledge  the  power  of  this  6ov- 
emment  to  levy  duties  for  all  just  purposes  of 
revenae,  and,  in  time  of  war,  to  lay  direct 
taxes ;  bat  I  connder  a  direct  tax  as  more  jnst 
than  this.  One  in^vidual  may  abound  in  cash, 
and  yet  bear  aoaroe  any  bnrden ;  whQe  another 
im  a  wife  and  a  iramerotis  family  of  children, 
in,  of  oourse,  consumers  of  salt.  Sir,  look  at 
the  eSM  of  this  system.  What  is  it  ?  Your 
peace  and  happiness  was  lately  disturbed  by 
the  rude  footsteps  of  hostile  invaders,  and  the 
calamities  of  war.  This  very  spot  where  we 
now  sit  calmly  consulting  for  the  public  good, 
vas  then  poUated  by  the  foot  of  the  enemy. 
The  effect  was  that  the  South  and  the  West 
advanced  like  brothers  at  your  call;  they 
marched  from  their  homes  to  yonr  defence,  and 
fix^t  tb«r  way,  not  literally  but  figuratively, 
through  seas  of  blood.  In  the  tune  of  danger, 
ve  fo4ight,  and  bled,  and  fell  ude  by  ude. 
Ihis  diows  the  deep  oaoae  of  complaint  which 
alone  oould  rouse  the  South  to  resistance. 
Ibis  bin  with  propriety  be  entitled  a 

bin  tor  the  oj^resaion  of  the  South.   On  this 
potmd  I  oppose  it.  Bnt^if  it  can  be  so  ^^>ed 
as  to  do  no  more  than  enforce  the  revenue  lawi^ 
1  viO  Toto  in  its  fevor.* 
He  eoBclnded  by  asking  for  tSie  yeas  and 


[H.  or  R. 

nays  on  his  amei^ment,  but  they  were  not 
granted,  and  the  amendzoent  was  negatived— 
yeas  67. 

Mr.  Dbatton  then  moved  to  add  to  the 
amendment  an  amendment,  providing  for  a  re- 
peal, after  December  nezt,  of  the  duty  Ifud  on 
imported  slates,  by  the  tariff  of  1828,  and  he 
exhibited  a  number  of  reasons  and  several  &ota 
in  support  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  BcoHAHAN  made  a  statement  of  facts 
relative  to  the  abundant  supply  of  slates  which 
Pennsylvania  furnished,  to  show  the  inexpedi- 
ency of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Oabsoh  readied  to  B.,  and  contro- 
verted the  propnety  of  allowing  a  profit  of 
three  hundred  per  cent,  to  the  workers  of  idate 
in  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Huirr  and  Mr. 
Ihkib  sustained  the  statemeut  of  Mr.  B.,  to 
show  the  capacity  of  the  country  to  supply 
plenty  of  slate,  bnt  the  business  conld  not  be 
prosecuted  without  the  protecting  duty. 

Mr.  I>BA.TTOK  replied  to  all  the  olg'ectiona, 
to  show  that  the  duty  was  onerous  and  im- 
proper. 

The  question  being  then  pnt^  the  amendment 
was  rejected — ^yeas  55. 

Mr.  Tdokbb  rose  to  move  an  amendment,  in 
which  he  said  he  was  in  earnest ;  it  was,  that, 
after  Jnne  next,  Hie  duty  on  molasaes  be  re- 
duced to  five  cents  a  gallon.  He  confessed  that 
he  had,  when  the  noxious  tariff  law  of  1826 
was  before  the  House,  voted  for  the  high  duty 
on  molasses,  in  hopes  of  killing  the  bill ;  he 
thought  he  could  make  good  come  oat  of  evil, 
but  he  was  deceived.  He  did  not  think  the 
friends  of  that  bill  would  swallow  the  molas- 
ses, but  he  was  disappointed.  As  he,  however, 
had  wded  to  put  on  the  duty,  he  now  wished 
to  try  to  take  it  ofi^  and  he  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question,  but  they  were  re- 
fused by  the  House ;  and 

The  amendment  was  negatived,  without  a 
division. 

Ut.  Dkatton  then  moved  that,  after  the 
80th  of  June  nezt^  the  aarae  duty  now  imposed 
on  a  ton  of  slates  be  Imposed  on  one  thonsand 
slates,  for  reasons  which  he  expItUned;  but  the 
motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  ^end- 
ment  of  Mr.  Soott,  with  the  proviso  of  Mr. 
HowABD,  and  carried :  yeas  101,  nays  70. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  C&bson,  animad- 
verting on  the  reasons  assigned  by  Messrs. 
Rausbt  and  Mnxaa  for  their  change  of  vote 
on  the  salt  duty,  and  replies  by  tliose  gentle* 
men, 

The  qnostion  was  (at  9  o'clock)  put  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time,  and  deeded  in  the  affirmative  by  the  fbl- 
lowing  vote ; 

Teas. — ^Ueesrs.  Angel,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Barber,  Bartley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beekman,  John 
Blair,  Bocbee,  Boon,  Bont,  Brodhead,  Brown, 
Bacbaoan,  Butman,  Cahotm,  Ohilds,  Clark,  Cole- 
man, Condict,  Cooper,  CowIbs^  Hector  Cratg,  Crane, 
Crawford,  Crughtoa,  Daniel,  John  Daria,  Benny, 
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Dickinson,  Doddridge,  Duncan,  Dwielit,  Earll,  Ella- 
worth,  George  Evans,  Joshua  Erans,  Edward 
Eyerett,  Horace  Everett,  Kndlay,  Rnch,  Ford,  For- 
ward, Fry,  GUmore,  Gorham,  Grennell,  Hawkins, 
Bempfaill,  Hodgea,  Howard,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Hunt- 
ington, Ihrie,  W.  W.  Irvin,  Thomas  Inrin,  backs, 
JentdogH,  Johns,  lUchard  H.  Johnson,  Kendall, 
Eenaon,  Eincaid,  Perkins  King,  Adam  King, 
Lccompte,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Uageei  Mallary,  Martin- 
dale,  Lewis  Maxwell,  llionias  Maxwell,  McCreery, 
Mercer,  Milter,  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Norton, 
Pearce,  Pettis,  Pieraon,  Powers,  Ramsey,  Reed, 
Richardson,  Rose,  Russel,  Scott,  Shields,  ^  a  A. 
Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Stanberry,  Standl- 
fer,  Bterisere,  Henry  H.  Storrs,  WilUam  L.  Storrs, 
Strong;  Sutherland,  Swaan,  Swift,  Taylor,  Test, 
John  Thomson,  Vance,  Vamum,  VinttHi,  Washi^ 
ton,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  WiekUll^ 
Yancey,  Toung — 116. 

K^TS  Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  John  S.  Bar- 
bour, Chilton,  Claiborne,  Conner,  Crocfaeron,  Da- 
Tenpiart,  Deberry,  Gordon,  Hammons^  Harvey,  Cave 
JobDSon,  Lea,  Loyall,  MarUn,  Mclntire,  Polk,  Ren- 
cher,  Augustine  H.  Bbepperd,  Richard  Spencer, 
TMlia&rro,  Wayne,  Weeks,  WUlianu— S4. 


Thubsdat,  2fay  18. 
Salt. 

Mr.  TALiAFBimo  roH,  and  said,  lie  asked  of 
the  House  a  favor  which  be  had  never  asked 
before,  and  which  he  had  never  refhaed  to  anj 
other  member  who  requested  it.  It  was  that 
the  House  would  grant  its  uoanimooa  consent 
for  him  to  introdaca  a  restdation,  and  have  it 
printed. 

Inquiry  being  made  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
resolnCion, 

Mr.  T.  said  it  was  of  a  nature  which  lay  at 
t^e  door  of  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in 
the  nation.   It  was  of  the  nature  of  salt. 

Leave  being  granted,  Mr.  T.  handed  to  the 
Obair  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas  salt  is  an  article  which  enters  into  the 
d^ly  consumption  of  every  human  being  in  our 
country,  as  a  matter  of  primary  and  unavoidable 
necessity,  and  is,  to  a  very  great  extent,  procured 
at  a  high  price,  compared  with  the  cost  of  produc- 
ing it,  which  too  often  exposes  the  poor  consumer 
to  the  grinding  ezacUons  of  the  vender  and  monopo- 
list  of  the  artiwe.  lofloenoed  by  such,  and  by  other 
obviously  sound  conenderations,  Congress  never  has, 
except  under  circnmstaiioes  of  great  and  emergent 
fiscal  necessity,  imposed  a  duty  on  salt.  And 
whereas,  since  the  necessity  for  which  the  exisUng 
tax  on  salt  was  imposed  (after  five  years'  entire  ex- 
emption of  it  from  duty)  in  the  yean  1818  and 
1816,  has  been  snccessf^dly  met  and  overcome  by 
the  patient  bearing  and  faithful  payment  of  this 
and  the  other  taxes  by  the  people ;  and  the  Gov- 
ernment no  longer  needs  the  revenue  arising  from 
the  existing  tax  on  salt  : 

Jtitolved,  That,  from  and  after  the  30th  day  of 
September  next,  the  duty  imposed  on  all  salt  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  and  the  territories 
thereof,  shflU  be  ten  cents  the  measured  bushel ; 
and  that,  fVom  and  after  the  lOth  day  of  September, 
18S1,  nit  may  be  imported  as  aforesaid,  free  of  any 
duty  whatever. 


pfar,  1680. 

Renolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heaos 
be  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  a  biD,  in  con- 
formity with  the  foregoing  resolution. 

The  reaolntion  being  read,  Ux.  T.  moved  that 
it  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  PoTTSB  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
withdraw  his  motion,  and  allow  the  resolation 
to  be  now  considered. 

Mr.  Taliafehko  did  not  intend  to  ask  for  its 
consideration  at  this  time,  but,  at  the  request 
of  the  gentleman  from  Korlii  Oarolina,  be 
would  withdraw  bis  nurfion  to  I17  it  <m  the 
table. 

Mr.  FoTTBB  then  demanded  fhe  qneBtion  of 
consideration. 

Mr.  Ibvdt,  of  Ohio,  reminded  Mr.  T.  of  liis 
pTonUae,  if  the  tesuntion  were  reotirad,  to 
ask  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  not  now 
oonsidfflred. 

Mr.  Tauafskbo  immediately  rose,  and  asked 
as  a  favor  of  Mr.  Pottbb  that  he  would  with- 
draw his  motion,  and  permit  the  resolution  to 
be  laid  on  the  talue ;  and  he  begged  pardon  for 
having  for  a  moment  foi^t  the  pledge  which 
he  had  given,  in  first  yielding  to  the  request  of 
Mr.  PoTTKB ;  he  regretted  it,  and  h(H»ed  that 
gentleman  wonld  permit  him  to  naaem  bis 
pledge. 

Mr.  ForncB  accordingly  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion; and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tauaiubo, 
the  resolation  was  lud  on  the  table. 

The  Tarif. 

The  engrossed  bill  "to  amend  the  act  in 
alteration  of  the  Boveral  acts  laying  duties  on 
imports,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
question  stated,  "  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?  " 

Mr.  Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  he  hod 
not  heard  distinotly  the  title,  and  wished  to 
hoar  it.  He  had  understood  the  bill  to  be  a 
bill  for  enforcing  the  collection  of  the  revenue ; 
he  wished  always  to  call  things  by  their  right 
names.  He  had  never  given  a  tariff  vote,  nor 
did  he  ever  intend  to  do  so ;  but,  mr,  sud  Mr. 
H.,  I  shonld  oertoinlj  do  so  were  I  to  vote  for 
this  bilL  This  is  a  hilL  pn^oesedly  and  in 
fact,  to  enforce  the  tariff  law  of  1888.  Tbe 
ori^nal  bill  to  which  this  is  proposed  as  an 
amendment  or  substitute,  was  intended  for  tiie 
same  purpose.  And  why  is  the  amendment,  or 
the  bill  itself^  proposed  or  required  !  Evidently 
because  the  tariff  of  18S6  is  defective — is  in- 
efficient. This  bOl  is  to  supply  the  defect — ^to 
give  the  efficiency  desired.  It  is,  therefore,  to 
be  the  efficient  cause — the  real  cavaa  cavtana 
of  any  additional  effect  produced  by  the  tariff 
of  1828,  whether  for  good  or  evil.  As,  there- 
fore, I  never  did  give  a  tariff  rote,  and  as  thia 
bill  is  ^rtoally,  and  to  all  practical  purposes, 
the  tariff  law  of  1828, 1  shall  not  rote  for  it. 
I  am  aware  that,  in  re^^ard  to  amendments  of  a 
certain  character,  I  differ  fhnn  many  here  in 
my  construction  of  the  Ux  parltamentttria. 
All  alterations,  sir,  are  not  amendments.  TUs 
is  one  instance  in  point  All  propositlonB  pnr- 
pOTting  to  be  amendments  are  not  reaOj  so. 
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When  tAie  primary  lav  was  presented  to  me,  I 
abhorred  it  aa  much  as  nature  abhors  a  Tacaam. 
If  a  bill  was  before  us,  bad  in  its  nature,  and  a 
sabstifcate  under  the  name  of  amendment  of- 
fered, BO  garnished  (though  oontaining  the 
same  priiHriples)  as  to  make  it  more  easily  swal- 
lowed, it  would,  in  p(^t  of  prineiple,  be  no 
amendment,  bnt  a  mere  sobtltoite,  in  fbrm. 
Where  an  amendment  oflfored  has  the  effect  of 
atriUoff  off  a  mnldon,  hy  which  the  aotnal  evil 
is  lessened,  this  is  both  an  alteration  and 
amendment ;  bnt  not  so  the  striking  out  one 
evil,  ai^  inserting  the  same  in  effect.  I  have 
oerer  saSanA  myself  to  be  thus  caught  by  the 
name  of  amendment.  Sir,  I  should  not  have 
Toted  for  this  biU  had  the  salt  been  retained  in 
it — it  was  not  to  my  taste,  however  well  salt- 
ed. I  would  as  soon  have  voted  for  the  bill 
itself,  called  Mallary's  bill,  because  I  could  not 
have  been  made  to  vote  tat  ^ther. 

lb.  TuoKiB,  South  Carolina,  entered 
mttj  iargeir  into  a  statement  also  of  his  ob- 
jeetkm  to  the  biU,  and  to  the  protecting  sya- 
CMD.  He  waa  followed  by 

Mr.  OaiLTOir,  of  Kenfinb^,  who  ai^ued 
eanwrtly  at  some  length  on  the  same  idde,  and 
eondnded  with  a  motion  to  the  Ull  on  the 
table,  which  waa  negatived. 

Hr.  Oahbeslbno  briefly  stated  why  be 
dioDld  vote  for  the  bill,  notwithstanding  his 
repngnanoe  to  some  of  its  provisions,  which  be 
deemed  improper,  bnt  which  he  relied  on  the 
Senate  to  rectify. 

The  qaestion  was  then  put  on  the  passage  of 
the  Irill,  and  dedded  in  the  afflrmatiTe  by  the 
fi^lowing  TOte : 

Tka& — Means.  Angel,  Armatrong,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Bttber,  Bartky,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beekman,  John  Blair, 
Bockee,  Boon,  BoEst,  Brown,  Bnchanan,  Bnrgea,  But- 
mh,  Oahoon,  Cambreleng,  Chandler,  Childs,  Clartc, 
rnhaian.  Cwidict,  Cooper,  Cowles,  Hector  Craig, 
Bobot  Ctaag,  Crane,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crownia- 
iUdd,  Daniel,  John  Davis,  Denny,  De  Witt,  Dickin- 
■00,  Doddridge,  Duncan,  Dwight,  Earll,  Ellsworth, 
6eone  Bvans,  loAnt  Ersns,  Edward  Everett,  Hor- 
ace ^erett,  Findlay,  Finch,  Forward,  Fry,  Gilmore, 
Gmmdl,  Hawldns,  Hemphill,  Hodges,  HoSbun, 
Hawaid,  Hni^es,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Inger- 
afl,  Irrin,  mrin,  lausks,  Jennings,  Jobna,  Biourd 
IL  Jobaaon,  Kendall,  Kenoon,  Kinctid,  Peikins 
Cng.  Lecompte,  I«tcher,  Lyon,  Magee,  Uallary, 
lfartnH*'*t  h.  Maxwell,  HcGreery,  Mercer,  Mitchell, 
HoDeO,  Muhlenberg,  Norton,  Overton,  Pearoe,  Fet- 
tis,  Fierson,  Powers,  Basisey,  Randolph,  Beed, 
Bidiardson,  Bose,  Scott,  Shields,  Semmea,  %I1, 
Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  ^Hgg,  Stanberry,  Standi- 
fir,  Sterigne,  Stephens,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  WiUiam 
L  ftuns,  Strong  Sntiienand,  Swum,  Swift,  Taylor, 
Tot,  nMnnaon,  Tracy,  Vance,  yamnm,  Yerplanek, 
Vmtoa,  Washington,  Whittlesey,  Campbell  F. 
WUte,  Edward  D.  White,  WickUffe,  Tancey,  Toung 
—IK. 

Hvn. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  John  8.  Bar- 
bav,  FhiSp  P>  Barbour,  Barringer,  Chilton,  Glai- 
faenie^  Oay*  Cmner,  Crockett,  Crocheron,  Daven- 
M  Dabcary,  Dcaha,  Drayton,  Dudley,  Gordon, 
Bammm,  Bamy,  Cave  Joboson,  Im,  Lent,  Loyall, 
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Lewis,  Lumpkin,  Maxwell,  McCoy,  Mclntire,  Polk, 
Bencher,  Roane,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Richard  Spencer,  Taliaferro,  Trezvant, 
Tucker,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Williams,  Wlngate — 10. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  oimoarrence. 


Wedhzsdat,  Hay  19. 

£ep«al  of  Duty  on  Salt. 

Ur.  ICoDiTFm,  from  the  Committee  of  Witys 
and  Means,  reported  the  following  bill : 

*^Beit  enacted,  dx.  That  the  duty  on  salt  be  fif- 
teen cents  per  bushel  of  flfty-aix  pounds,  from  the 
Slst  of  Deoember,  1881 ;  and,  after  that  time,  ten 
cents  a  bushel,  and  no  more.** 

The  bill  waa  read  the  first  time ;  when 
Mr,  Eabix,  of  New  York,  objected  to  the 
second  reading,  which  motion,  by  the  rules  of 
the  House,  waa  tantamount  to  a  motion  to  re- 
ject the  bul. 
After  a  few  ranarka  by  Mr.  Uillei^ 
Mr.  Datib,  of  Maaaaohnsetts,  expressed  briefly 
his  objections  to  the  bill,  and  concluded  by 
moving  to  postpone  the  bill  to  the  next  session 
of  Oongress,  with  the  view,  if  his  motion  pre- 
vailed, of  moving  a  call  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  IVeasnry,  to  collect  certain  information, 
which  Mr.  D.  deemed  necessary  to  enable 
Oongress  to  act  discreetly  on  so  important  a 
subject. 

Mr.  Ohiltoit  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Mr.  P.  P.  Babbouk  swTed  the  previona 
question. 

Mr.  HomcAB^  roaa  to  a  p<^t  of  order,  wMoh 
the  Ohair  overruled. 

The  oall  for  the  preTions  question  being  sec- 
onded, 

Mr.  PowEHa,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
demanded  by  Mr.  Oohnbh,  they  were  taken, 
and  the  motion  to  lay  m  tiie  taole  lost :  yeas 
88,  nays  102. 

The  prenona  question  being  then  carried  by 
110  to  73, 

The  main  qaestion  was  put,  "  Shall  the  bill 
be  r^ected  f "  and  was  negatived :  yeas  85, 
nays  108.   Of  course, 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading.* 


*The  grar*  error  of  this  bill  wu  tn  not  providing  fltr  the 
redncUoo  of  the  fishing  bounties  and  allowanoea  Id  propor* 
tion  to  the  rednoUon  of  the  salt  daty  on  wU«h  they  wei« 
fimnded.  That  error,  then  so  paTo,  has  beoome  mora  so 
since,  being  followed  U  anhMqaent  rednotUuu  of  the  aalt 
dotj,  ontll  the  bonntlea  and  aDowaiuea  hara  naarir  lost 
their  fbnodatlon,  and  beoome  alnMst  naked  bonntlet  ftom 
the  Treasnry.  In  ererr  act  lajlng  or  raising  the  dntj  on 
salt,  the  fishing  bosatles  and  allowances  were  laid  with  It, 
and  rose  with  it;  and  when  the  daty  was  totally  abolished 
In  Mr.  Jeflbrson's  administration,  (March  8d,  1807,)  the  boon- 
tlee  and  allowaneea  were  also  entirely  aboUshod— both  dona 
Id  the  wme  sat— tha  salt  ^tXj  abollshod  In  tbe  fliat  aaatlon, 
and  the  booaUes  aad  allowaaoes  in  ths  seoond. 
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TacBeDAT,  May  20. 
S^eal  iff  IhUjf  on  Salt. 

The  bill  reported  yesterdaj,  for  reducing  the 
duty  on  salt,  buoR  read  a  aecond  time, 

Ur.  Ema,  of  Keir  Tork,  mored  that  the  bill 
be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Hoaee. 

Mr.  MaDnFFR  opposed  this  coarse,  as  mere- 
ly going  to  produce  delay  and  a  defeat  of  the 
bil^  which,  if  there  was  a  minority  favorable 
to  the  object,  should  be  acted  on  immediatelj 
to  effect  its  passage  this  session. 

Mr.  Ihqbbsoll  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  be  instructed  to  amend  the  bill,  hj 
adding  thn«to  the  following  section : 

"From  and  alter  the  80th  September,  1880,  the 
daty  on  molBAses  shall  be  five  cents  per  gallon,  and 
no  more ;  and  from  sod  after  that  time,  a  drawback 
be  allowed  on  all  sprits  distilled  in  this  country 
from  fordgn  molasses,  on  the  exportation  thereof 
to  any  foreini  country,  the  same  as  was  allowed  be- 
fore ttie  tarOfof  19th  of  Hay,  1828." 

Mr.  I.  Bud,  if  &6re  vaa  one  article  on  which 
tiie  tariff  ot  1838  operated  ni^ustly,  it  was  that 
which  he  now  Booj^t  to  reUeve.  The  iqjoertice 
of  tiie  donble  dn^  imposed  on  molasses,  in 
1828,  would  be  very  generally  acknowledged, 
and  by  none  more  mnkly  than  those  by  whose 
votes  the  increase  was  effected.  No  man  now 
would  deny,  indeed,  it  had  already  been  dis- 
tinctly admitted  on  this  floor,  that  molasses 
was  loaded  with  a  heavy  duty,  at  the  period  to 
which  he  alladed,  for  the  porpose  of  rendering 
the  tariff  odions.  It  was  hoped  by  the  Soath- 
em  gentlemen  who  voted  it  in,  uiat  the  bill 
would  be  thus  drugged  by  too  heavy  a  dose  to 
go  down.  In  that  ta&j  were  disappointed,  and 
he  was  glad  to  see  a  dispontion,  which  had 
been  expressed  aa  a  late  oocanon,  by  one  of 
those  who  was  in  the  vote,  to  nodo  what  had 
In  this  reject  failed  to  answer  the  object  in- 
tended. Mr.  I.  felt  more  solicitude  on  this  sub- 
ject, at  the  present  time,  firom  having  recently 
examined  with  care  the  report  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department  in  regard  to  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  country  for  the  year  past. 
He  found  in  that  document  that  onr  trade  with 
Cuba,  the  island  from  whence  onr  greatest  im- 
portations come,  had  declined  nearly  a  million 
of  dollars  during  the  past  year  from  what  it 
had  usually  been.  The  cause  of  this  decline 
was  principally  to  be  attributed,  as  he  learnt 
from  a  most  intdligent  redd«it  in  that  island, 
to  the  fact  that,  under  onr  present  heavy  duty 
upon  molasses,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
expense  of  ft^hts  and  casks,  the  islanders 
oonld  not  make  sales  of  the  article  to  ns  to  any 
extent;  and  they  now  actnally  spread  over 
their  land,  and  use  as  manure,  immense  quan- 
tities of  molasses,  which  they  would  gladly  ex- 
diange  for  the  lumber  and  breadstuffs  of  our 
country,  if  we  would  but  let  the  trade  go  on. 
Are  gentlemen  aware,  said  Mr.  I.,  that  the 
trade  with  Cuba  is  one  of  the  most  Talnable 
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branch^  of  onr  foreign  commerce  t  It  stands 
on  the  list  next  to  England  and  France  in 
amount ;  and  strike  out  the  articles  of  cotton 
and  tobacco  which  go  to  these  countries,  and  it 
will  exceed  our  trade  with  both  nations.  Nay, 
sir,  as  a  market  for  onr  breadstuffs,  it  is  more 
valuable  to  us  than  all  Europe.  It  la,  too,  a 
trade  in  which  every  section  of  this  country  is 
deeply  interMted — ^it  has  no  sectional  bearing. 
It  takes,  in  large  quantities,  the  rice  tlie 
South,  the  lumber  of  North  Carolina,  the  min 
and  beef  of  tiie  West  which  descend  the  Mis- 
sissippi,  and  find  there  almost  their  only  for^ 
eign  market— the  flour  of  the  Middle  States, 
the  com  meal,  lumber,  and  live  stock  of  New- 
England.  Besides  this,  immense  qnaDtities  of 
our  maanfactured  articles  find  an  outiet  iJiere  ; 
not  those  manufactures  which  were  noxious  to 
some  parts  of  this  connlxy,  but  those  which  are 
produced  in  the  workshops  of  our  mechanics  in 
every  State  of  the  Union — such  as  hats,  leather, 
carriages,  shoes,  harnesses,  soap,  candles,  and 
cabinet  furniture.  A  trade  like  this,  said  Mr. 
L,  is  one  of  the  last  that  should  be  shackled. 
We  impoee  heavy  dnties  <m  European  goods, 
becanse  we  cannot  barter  awi^  our  iBvadatnfib 
or  agricnltural  products  for  them :  bat  here  Is 
a  market  which  oflisrs  to  take  every  thing  that 
yon  wis  send— it  invites  to  it  eveir  interest 
that  can  be  named.  Why  tiien  oripple  it  by  an 
ungenerous  regnl^on  of  yonr  own ;  and  why 
visit  your  heaviest  tax  upon  the  humblest  arti- 
cle which  goes  into  the  consumption  of  the 
poorest  people  of  the  country  f 

Mr.  I.  said  he  would  say  a  few  words  as  to 
the  proposed  reduction  of  the  duty  on  salt,  as 
he  mi^t  not  have  another  opportunity  to  give 
his  reasons  for  the  votes  he  had  givan,  or 
should  fpve,  on  that  question.  The  salt  trade 
of  tiiis  oonnby  had  not  been  cfHreetly  repre- 
sented. We  have  heard  mnoh  of  the  salt  tax, 
as  bearing  severely  and  pecoliaily  on  the  poor : 
and  80  far  ae  that  was  tlie  case,  he  conld  (ra  as 
far  as  any  man  in  extending  relief.  But  there 
never  was  a  time,  even  when  salt  was  duty 
free,  that  it  could  be  had  cheaper  than  it  now 
can,  even  on  the  seaboard ;  ana  never  so  cheap 
in  the  interior,  near  the  extensive  salt  worl^ 
which  have  grown  up  under  the  operation  of 
the  existing  duty.  The  bulk  of  our  importa- 
tion of  salt,  and  on  which  most  of  the  dnty 
operates,  is  not  the  coarse  West  India  salt  used 
to  pack  provisions,  and  which  is  consumed 
principally  by  the  poorer  citizens ;  but  the  re- 
fined, or  brown  salt,  as  it  is  caUed,  which  we 
import  from  liverpool,  or  other  ports  of  0»at 
Bntdn.  The  valne  of  fordgn  salt  imported 
during  tiie  last  year,  as  appears  by  tJie  Treas- 
ury returns,  amounted  to  seven  hundred  and 
fourteen  thousand  nx  hundred  and  eighteen 
dollars,  of  which  four  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  was 
imported,  not  from  Turk's  Island,  or  from  any- 
West  India  port,  but  from  England  and  Ire- 
land. This  kind  is  imported  pnndpally  in  its 
refined  and  manufactured  state,  for  tho  tables 
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of  Um  rich,  and  is  as  fur  a  Batgeot  for  revenue 
■s  mj  one  that  can  be  named.  He  should  be 
opposed  to  redncing  the  duty  on  this  refined 
article ;  but  would  oheerfoUy  reduce  the  doty 
oa  the  ooarse  and  strong  West  India  or  Tnrk^s 
Island  salt,  beoatue  that  was  used  by  the  poor, 
and  goes  largely  into  the  agricultural  opera- 
tions of  the  country.  He  would  reduce  this, 
and  leave  the  other  untouched,  for  the  same 
reason  that  he  would  reduce  the  duty  on  mo- 
lasses and  leave  suflsr  untouched;  in  other 
words,  he  would  listen  the  tax  from  those 
who  are  least  able  to  pay  it,  and  let  the  burden 
rest  oa  tiioee  who  lise  the  most  ezpenrnve,  or 
what  are  generally  deemed  the  most  luxurious 
articles.  Should  the  amendment  which  he  now 
offered  prevail,  he  pledged  himself  to  follow  it 
ap  by  another,  maldng  a  diaeiimiiiallon  on  salt, 
that  he  thought  would  be  acoeptable  to  every 
part  of  the  House. 

Hr.  XiroKKB,  for  the  purpose  of  bnnging  on 
a  diacosfflon  upon  the  bill  by  itself^  moved  the 
previous  question;  which  motion  being  sec- 
onded by  a  majority,  and  the  previous  question 
being  snstained  by  a  vote^  by  yeas  and  nays,  of 
ft8to68, 

ICheiDain  questionwasthenput,  viz:  "Shall 
the  bill  be  engrc»sed,  and  read  a  third  time  ? " 
ttd  was  decided  in  the  afilrmative  by  the  fol- 
lowing TOte :  yeas  108,  nays  88. 


FaiDiLT,  Hay  21. 

MolMut  and  Sum. 

3Cr.  UcDuTFiB,  from  the  Oommittee  t>f  Ways 
snd  Keans,  reported  the  following  bi]l : 

"S*  U  ermeted,  That,  from  and  sfter  the  80th 
kKf  of  Sqitember,  1880,  the  duty  oa  molasses  shall 
be  five  cents  per  gsllou,  and  no  more ;  and  from 
■ad  aAer  that  time,  there  shall  be  allowed  a  draw- 
back of  fbnr  cents  upon  every  gidloa  of  spirits  dia- 
tiDed  in  the  TTnited  States  or  the  teiritories  thereof, 
bma  foreign  molasses,  on  the  exportation  thereof 
to  any  foreign  port  or  place,  other  than  the  domiu- 
ioos  of  any  foreign  State  immediately  a^oinlng  the 
United  States,  in  the  same  manner,  and  oa  the 
me  cmditions,  as  before  the  tariff  of  May  the 
Ifth,  1828." 

The  bin  b^ng  read  the  first  and  seocmd  time, 
Ur.  McDmrFis  moved  that  the  bill  be  m- 

groased  for  a  third  reading. 
A  can  of  the  House  was  moved,  and  ordered, 

but  sD»^ded  before  the  Olerk  had.  got  through 

the  roll. 

Kr.  WiOKUFn  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  md  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion ;  which  being  ordered, 

The  qneation  was  taken,  aod  the  motion  de- 
dded  in  the  negative:  yeas  66,  nays  120 ;  and 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time, 
by  a  hBS«  nug<ai^. 

OuUuTe  qf  811k. 
The  Honae  reeomed  the  consideration  of  the 
nsol^kin  r^orted  by  Mr.  Bfbboib,  of  New 
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York,  a  week  or  two  ago,  for  printing  ten 
thousand  copies  of  Mr.  Ruui's  report  on  the 
culture  of  silk. 

Mr.  Spkkoeb  replied  to  the  objections  which 
had  been  urged,  on  a  former  occadon,  to  this 
proposition,  contending  for  the  estsblished  value 
of  the  information  contained  in  the  report — ^the 
great  importance  of  diffusing  it  through  the 
country,  inasmuch  as  eilk  might  be  successfolly 
cultivated  in  every  part  of  the  Union — ^the 
great  value  to  the  country  of  that  culture,  and 
the  importance  of  encouraging  it  by  the  distri- 
bution of  instruction  in  the  varions  processes 
of  the  art;  to  show  all  which,  he  adduced  va- 
rions facts  and  arguments^  and  a  number  of 
respectable  authorities.  Mr.  S.  condnded  by 
offering  a  modification  of  the  resolution,  by 
order  of  the  Oommittee  on  Agrionltore,  pro- 
posing to  print  —  thoosand  copies  ot  the 
report. 

Mr.  Hatnss,  of  Georgia,  moved .  that  the 
resolution  and  the  amendment  be  laid  on  the 
table ;  and  the  question  IHing  put,  the  motion 
was  negatived :  yeas  71,  nays  92. 

Mr.  Folk  then  rose  to  speak  on  the  subject, 
but  the  expiration  of  the  hour  out  off  further 
debate. 

SATintDi.T,  May  S2. 

OultuT*  of  SUTs. 

The  House  resumed  the  resolution  modified 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Spknokh,  to  read  as  follows : 

Jietolved,  That  ax  tboasand  copies  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  made  to  this 
House  on  the  18th  of  March  last,  with  the  comma- 
nication  accompanying  the  same,  on  the  cnltnre 
and  manufiusture  of  suk,  and  the  like  number  of 
cojdes  of  essays  on  American  silk,  by  Messrs.  Peter 
S.  DupoDcean  and  John  D'Homergue,  recently  pub- 
lished, be  printed  fbr  the  use  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Folk  opposed  the  resolutifm,  on  the 
ground  l^at  t^ere  was  no  more  propriety  in 
printing,  and  paying  for,  out  the  contii^;ent 
rand  of  the  House,  instructions  in  the  art  and 
mystery  of  cultivating  eilk,  than  in  printing 
and  distributing  the  American  Farmer,  Taylor's 
Arator,  a  work  on  Farriery,  or  any  other  trea- 
tise on  any  branch  of  rural  economy,  &c. 

Mr.  OfliLTON  also  opposed  what  he  consid- 
ered taxing  the  community  some  two  or  three 
thousand  dollars,  to  print  books  for  the  use  of 
the  members,  and  to  distribute  amongst  their 
friends ;  and  argued  generally  against  the  prac- 
tice of  voting  money  out  of  the  Treasnry  for 
the  pmohase  of  books  for  private  use.  He  luid 
no  donbt  when  the  people  reoovered  thdr 
smses— recovered  from  that  convulsion,  that 
^plexy,  in  which  they  had  been  thrown  by 
political  demagogoea,  they  would  rectify  this 
sort  of  retrenchment  and  reform.  He  con- 
cluded a  number  of  remarks  of  the  like  effect, 
by  moving  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
bnt  withuvw  it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  SnvdB,  wlu>  argned  to  show  that  the 
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works  which  it  was  proposed  to  disfaribnte, 
were  not  aocesrible  to  the  people  generallj; 
that  they  were  on  a  enhjeot  of  immense  impt^- 
tanoe  to  the  country,  and  one  which  ought  to 
be  encouraged  by  the  Hoose ;  that  the  cost  of 
the  pablication  was  inugnifioant,  compared 
with  the  value  which  it  would  be  to  the  whole 
Union,  &c.   When  Mr.  8.  condaded, 

Ht.  Oonnke  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table ;  on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  at  the  call  of  Kr.  Bazlok  ;  ai^ 
being  taken, 

The  moUon  was  negatived :  yeas  78,  nays  97. 

Mr.  Ghiltos  then  renewed  hia  o^tpontMHi  to 
the  resolotico),  and  spoke  until  the  exjdration 
of  the  hour. 


HcnmiT,  "Maj  24. 

Oaltvre  of  Silk. 

The  House  resnmed,  the  oonsideration  of  the 
resolution,  reported  l|r  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
onltnre,  to  print  six  thousand  copies  of  cer- 
tain traeta  on  the  culture  of  dlk,  so. 

lb.  Ohilton,  to  get  rid  of  fiuther  debate  (m 
Oie  anljeot^  moved  the  jnerious  qnestum; 
which  being  secfmded,  and  the  main  question 
ordered, 

Hr.  llABTiR  required  a  dtviiion  of  the  ques- 
tion; and 

The  qneetion  being  accordingly  put  on  the 
first  member  of  the  resolution,  viz :  "That  six 
thousand  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Commits 
tee  on  Agriculture,  made  to  this  House  on  the 
12th  of  March,  1838,  with  the  communication 
accompanying  the  same,  (Mr.  Rush's  report,) 
on  the  coltore  of  silk,"  be  printed,  it  was  de- 
eded in  ttie  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays: 
yeas  109,  nays  68. 

The  seoond  member  of  the  resdatlon,  viz : 
'*  And  the  like  number  of  copies  of  essays  on 
American  silt  by  Means.  Peter  S.  Dnponceau 
and  John  D'Homet^e,  recently  publi^ed,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  House,"  was  men 
also  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays — 100  to  80. 

Bo  uio  wh(de  of  the  reaidution  was  agroed  to. 

Removal  of  the  Indiant. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished 
business  of  Wednesday  last,  being  the  bill  pro- 
vidii^  for  the  removal  of  the  £dians  beyond 
the  river  Miarisrippi — the  question  pending  be- 
ing on  a  motiou  for  tbe  previous  question. 

On  trying  tiie  sense  of  the  House  on  second- 
ing  the  motion  for  the  previous  qaestion,  only 
eeventy-eight  ros^  and  the  motion  was  there- 
fore not  seconded  by  a  nufjority  of  the  House. 

The  question  thm  recured  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Bell  opposed  the  amendments,  and 
a^ed  briefly  tliat  the  bill  itself  proposed  an 
appropriation  only  to  carry  into  effect  existing 
contracts  and  treaties  witit  the  Ind!Uui  tribes, 
according  to  their  oonstraotiou  by  the  Govem- 
ment)  and  introduced  no  new  policy,  as  was 
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contended  by  the  opposition  to  it.  Therefore, 
the  amendment  was  unnecessary. 

l£i.  Stores  rephed,  and  contended  that  no 
treaty  in  existence  contuned  the  provinon 
which  his  amendment  proposed,  and  that  it 
was  therefore  necessary  and  expedient. 

Mr.  Waybs  denied  what  the  amendment  as- 
somed,  namely,  that  the  Gherokees  were  a  na^ 
tion  independent  of  the  State  of  Qetngia.  He 
expressed  a  determination  to  take  an  oppoita- 
nity  going  to  the  foundation  this  qaeetion 
of  Indian,  rights,  and  that  whatever  credit 
gentlemen  might  obtain  for  a  fanciful  eto- 
quenoe,  they  should  not  have  the  benefit  <tf  tho 
argnment 

Mr.  Wiu>B  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokee 
Indians  west  of  the  MlsdasippL  of  l/ja  Sft, 
1628,  aa  a  i^y  to  the  resoiatknn  of  ISr, 
Stosbs. 

Mr,  Tdttok  a^ed  that  as  that  treaty  was 
made  by  the  Cherokees  west  of  the  Missiarippi, 
it  had  no  binding  effect  on  the  Cherokees  re- 
maining on  the  east  of  the  Mis^ssippt  He 
commented  on  that  treaty  as  a  direct  tod 
grosB  vidation  of  all  jostice,  and  expressed  the 
indignation  he  had  always  felt  at  smA  an  at- 
tempt to  violate  tihe  rights  of  third  perams, 

"iu,  BuBOBs  contended  that  the  treaty  of 
1828  was  practically  a  fraud,  a  deep  and  last* 
in^  disgrace  to  the  last  administration,  and  that 
this  bill  contained,  by  implication,  a  confirma* 
tion  of  that  fraud,  now  attempted  to  be  pahned 
upon  this  nation;  to  eustun  which  opiniona, 
he  adverted  to  the  history  of  the  tread7,  ana 
the  circumstances  growing  out  of  it, 

Mr.  JsNmBOB  made  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  Lewis  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
argued  to  ^ow  ttut  the  treaty  which  had  been 
denoimoed,  was  Just  and  proper,  and  dted  the 
treaty  with  the  Vidians  east  of  uie  MissiBBippi, 
ti)  snow  that  Ae  bill  before  the  House  was  in 
oonfinrmity  to  the  settied  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  read  the  JoomaL  to  ^ow  that 
many  gentiemen  who  opposed  this  bill,  sop- 
ported  precisely  the  same  provimons  in  1826, 
when  recommended  by  a  different  PreaideDt ; 
inferred  from  tha^  that  the  opporition  to  it 
was  a  party  opposition  to  the  administration, 
and  to  the  South :  that,  as  this  bill  was  known 
to  be  the  leading  measure  of  the  present  Fren- 
dent,  it  was  an  object  of  great  solicitude  with 
the  oppoution  to  defeat  it ;  and  therefore  called 
on  tiiose  who  avowed  themselves  the  support- 
ers of  the  administration,  to  sastain  this  meas- 
ure ;  that,  if  they  did  not,  they  would  be  foith- 
lesa,  and  traitors  to  their  party.  Mr.  L.  then 
proceeded  at  some  length  to  vindicate  the  pol- 
icy of  the  biU,  and  in  reply  to  Messrs.  Siobbs 
and  EvxBRT.   When  he  ooncluded, 

Mr.  Btobbs  rose,  and  said,  that,  as  a  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  HsMPHnx)  was 
about  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  bUl,  of  a 
more  extensive  effect,  and  which  woald  snper- 
sede  the  amendment  now  before  the  House,  he 
would  vUhdzaw  it  anlal  Ute  qoaitian  oonld  be 
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taken,  or  that  which  he  (Mr.  H.)  was  about  to 
propose. 

Mr.  Etkbrt,  of  Massaohnsetta,  replied  brieflj 
to  i£r.  Lswis's  reference  to  himse]^  in  which, 
among  other  mnarks,  he  oheerred,  that,  if  the 
provisions  of  the  present  bill  w^  preoisely  the 
same  as  those  wMoh  he  bad  supported  in  1826, 
it  was  singular  that  the  gentlemen  who  now 
advocate  this  should  have  voted  aninst  that, 
•a  was  the  caae  with  the  members  from  Geor- 
gia itself;  and  he  vindieatod  Jiimaelf  from  the 
impittatkn  of  b^ng  inflnenoed  in  iia  coorae  <m 
this  Bnbfeot  hj  par^  ooBdderati(HU. 

Ht.  Trompsoh  said  that  he  did  not  rise  to 
enter  into  a  general  discnsuon,  at  that  time, 
of  the  nibject  then  before  the  Hoase — that 
althoiigh  he  had  poiposely  abetfuned  from  a 
participation  in  the  aiaotission  of  any  of  the 
varioas  sabjects  which  had  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Hoose  daring  the  present  session, 
with  a  qtecial  view  to  secure  to  himself  the 
privilege  of  discasBing  this  sabjeot  at  some 
lei^th,  yet  considerations  of  an  important 
character  had  di^osed  him  to  abstain  &om  the 
fiaemrion;  nv  iroold  he  now  trouble  the 
Hntue  with  mj  renuAs  npon  the  aabject,  for 
ha  thoo^t  the  caose  of  pnnoiple  and  human- 
ity eonM  be  better  served  by  voting  than  by 
talking;  bat  the  gentleman  from  MawaohoBetts 
Ob.  Stkkbxt)  had,  on  two  oocaraons,  allnded 
to  the  vote  which  the  delegation  from  Georgia 
gave  OB  the  call  of  the  late  President  of  the 
trnited  States  (Mr.  Adahs)  for  an  appropria- 
tioQ  to  cury  what  is  conmionly  called  the  new 
treaty  into  effect  Hr.  T.  said  that  he  felt  that 
it  was  dne  to  Georgia— to  the  gentlemen  who 
composed  that  delegation — to  correct  princi- 
plea — to  the  House,  and  to  the  American  peo- 
ple, to  state  coodaely  the  prinoiples  whicQi  in- 
Boenoed  the  Oeor^  delef^tion  on  tiut  oooo- 
WKL  In  F^bmary,  1826,  tuiA.  Ifr.  T.,  oonunis- 
■onera  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  for  the  porpose,  entered  into  compact 
with  the  Greek  Inoiana,  at  the  Indian  Springs, 
by  which  they  relinmiisbed  tbor  chum  to  all 
territory  within  the  limits  of  G^eoi^a.  This 
compact  was  transmitted  to  the  seat  of  the 
General  GovermneiU;,  and,  with  objections  to 
Us  validity,  was  presented  to  the  President, 
wbO'lttd  that  instniment,  with  the  objections 
to  it,  before  a  cabinet  council ;  and  nnder  the 
advice  of  the  coondl,  the  treaty,  with  the  ob- 
jectkma^  was  presented  to  the  Senate  fbr  ratifl- 
cttioL  That  body,  by  a  very  lane  mi^tnity, 
xave  their  aanotion  to  it  Bat  bewe  the  rati- 
ficitioD  reodved  emontive  aanotion,  the  Fred- 
deatial  chair  changed  incomboits.  Mr.  Adams, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  ooonoil  who  advised 
Kr.  Masaoe  to  lay  the  sabjeot  before  the  Sen- 
ile^ floeceeded  to  the  execative  ohidr,  md  final- 
Ij  gave  the  ezeoaUve  sanction  to  that  ratiflca- 
tim.  Thus,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  treaty,  having 
received  final  constitntional  sanction,  became  a 
npreme  law  of  the  land,  and  of  coarse  was  by 
the  ooDStitution  placed  on  the  same  dignified 
gRnmd  irith  the  o(uutitatiu»i  itael^  fur  that  in- 
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stmment  b$.jb  that  "  this  constatntion,  and  laws 
of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made  in 
porsaance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made,  or 
which  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land."  Now,  mr,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  treaty  of 
the  Indian  Springs  having  thus  received  coosti- 
tstional  sanctions,  all  the  territory  within  the 
limits  of  Geor^a,  embraced  by  its  provisions, 
became  a  part  tn  the  sovereign  Btata — ^for  as 
Georgia,  by  the  isaae  oi  tfae  American  revolu- 
tion, acquired  the  ri^t  to  ezclnuve  sovereign- 
ty withm  her  limits,  and  as  the  United  State^ 
by  the  compact  with  Georgia,  in  1802,  bound 
themselves  to  eztingoish  the  Indian  title  to  all 
territory  within  Georgia,  for  the  use  of  that 
State,  the  instant  that  those  Indians  thus  rella- 
(^uished  their  title,  a  full,  perfect,  and  complete 
title  to  the  territory  embraced  by  the  pro- 
visions of  that  treaty  within  the  limits  of 
Georgia,  vested  in  that  State,  which  could  not 
be  divested  without  her  consent.  Sir,  said  M^. 
T.,  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  opening  Message  ad- 
dressed to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session  which  immediately  ensued  his  in- 
stallation into  the  exeontive  office,  repudiated 
the  treaty  of  the  In<Uan  Springs,  (18S6J  by 
suggesting  that  it  was  founded  in  fitrad,  bnt 
said  he  would  make  it  the  subject-matter  of  a 
separate  and  special  Message.  This  promise 
was  not  redeemed;  but  Mr.  Adams  assumed 
the  right  to  enter  into  treaty  wiiii  a  delegation 
from  that  part  of  the  Creek  tribe  of  Indians 
which  was  known  as  hostile  to  the  United 
States  during  the  late  war,  by  which  he  re- 
ceded to  that  tribe  a  part  of  the  territory,  a 
complete  title  to  which  had,  by  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  of  1626,  vested  la  Georgia,  and 
this  without  the  privity  or  consent  of  that 
State ;  thus  virtually  ceding  to  an  Lidian  tribe 
a  part  of  a  sovereign  State.  Now,  a^  Kr. 
T.,  if  it  was  competent  for  Mr,  Adanu  thus  to 
re-cede  to  the  Creek  Indiana  a  portion  of  terri- 
tory which  bad  thus  beoome  a  part  of  a  sov- 
ereign State,  was  it  not  competoit  for  him  to 
re-cede  to  those  Indians,  as  well  as  to  the 
Cberokees,  all  the  territory  obtained  from 
them  by  previous  purchases !  And  if  so,  what 
point  of  limitation  coold  have  stayed  his  wast-  * 
ing  hand  in  a  backward  coarse  of  reckless  pol- 
icy }  Concede  this  power  to  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  the  Union,  and  the  white  population 
may  be  driven  into  the  Atlantic  by  a  retroces- 
sion of  the  whole  territory  to  the  aboriginal 
inhabitants  of  this  continent  Any  or  all  of 
the  States  of  this  Unitm  mi{^t  be  sold  by  him 
to  a  foreign  power.  These,  sud  Mr.  T.,  were 
the  views  wMch  inSaenced  the  del^ation  team 
Georgia  to  give  their  vote  agunst  the  treaty 
made  by  Mr.  Adams  with  the  Creek  Indians, 
as  well  as  against  the  appropriation  to  carry  it 
into  effect.  And  the  principles  upon  which 
the  delegation  from  Georgia  acted  on  that  oc- 
canon,  are,  it  seems  to  me,  said  Mr.  T.,  such  as 
ought  to  have  induced  every  honest  and  cor- 
rect man,  who  bad  any  knowledge  of  ooostita- 


Digi:ized  by  Google 


96 


ASBIDOMENT  OF  THB 


H.OVB,] 

tioDal  prindplea  and  proTislons,  to  TOte  in  op- 
position to  sncfa  a  dating  violation  of  oonstitn- 
tional  prinoiplea,  each,  a  monstroua  strrtoh  of 
ezecatiTe  power,  as  .was  committed  hj  ICr. 
Adams  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  ViSTON  then  took  the  floor,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House  two  hours  agwnst  the  biU. 
When  he  oonelnded,  seren  or  eij^t  members 
rose ;  bnt 

Mr.  DsaHA^  having  obt^ned  the  floor,  mored 
the  previons  question. 
Ht.  Thohpsoh,  of  Georgia,  moved  a  call  of 

the  House. 

Ur.  LuuB,  of  Georgia,  demanded  the  yeaa 
and  nin^s  on  this  motion ;  which  being  taken, 
the  call  was  ordered  bj  a  vote  of  126  to  29, 

The  ndl  was  then  called,  when  it  appeared 
there  were  seven  members  abaent^  two  of 
whom  soon  after  entered  the  Hall ;  and,  aStw 
tamo  time, 

Mr.  Bbowh  moved  a  snspension  of  ftirther 
proceedings,  which  motion  was  decided  hy  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  affirmative. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  recur- 
ring, the  House  divided,  and,  tellers  being  ap- 
pointed by  the  Chair,  they  reported  ninety-three 
for  puttii^  the  {ureviona  question,  and  ninety- 
nine  against  it. 

Mr.  WATira  said:  Sir,  I  prooeed  to  the 
diseusnon  of  the  snlfjeot :  and  the  flrst  point  of 
inquiry  is,  what  was  the  condition  of  the  In- 
dian in  r^ard  to  his  right  to  land  or  soil  npon 
this  continent,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the 
arrival  of  the  white  man  t  This  inquiry  into 
the  Indian's  ownership  of  the  soil,  when  he 
was  flrst  vifflted  by  the  colonists,  is  forced  upon 
na  by  the  manner  in  which  the  whole  question 
has  been  argued  by  oar  adversaries  in  and  out 
of  this  House.  I  would  willingly  have  avoid- 
ed it,  if  it  had  not  been  made  the  sonrce  of 
firnitfal  imposition  in  this  controversy.  For 
effect,  and  to  produce  a  sympathy  to  interfere 
with  the  nnderrtanding  of  the  argameut  in 
support  of  the  measore  now  before  as,  the  In- 
dian,  has  been  oalled  the  owner  of  the  soil — 
that  he  generooaly  permitted  our  uicestors  to 
partite  of  what  the  providence  of  God  had 
given  to  him  and  bis  Others  as  an  inheritance 
— "  that,  as  original  tenant  of  the  soil,  by  im- 
memorial possession,  he  holds  a  title  beyond 
and  superior  to  the  British  Crown  and  her  ool- 
onies,  and  to  all  adverse  pretrarions  of  our 
confederation  and  subsequent  union."  8ir,  we 
meet  the  honorable  gentiemen  who  so  fondly 
revert  to  the  rights  of  these  early  and  first 
lords  of  the  soil,  and  deny  that  the  Indian  had 
either  ownership,  proprietair  right,  or  tnuuiQy 
by  ocoupauoy,  to  the  lands  over  which  he 
roomed.  It  is  commonly  aaid,  our  ownership 
eziatB  by  purchase  from  the  Indian,  and  that  he 
was  proprietor  and  sovereign  of  the  soil  But 
both  are  said,  only  because  he  was  found  upon 
the  continent  at  its  discovery.  That  he  was  in 
possession  of  portions  of  land,  which  were  in 
savage  cultivation,  over  which  be  roamed  for 
game  and  war — that  several  of  the  tribes  had 
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demgnated  natural  boundaries  as  the  fimita  of 
thdr  hunting  gronnde^  and  claimed  such  an 
excludve  use  of  it,  against  other  tribes,  no  on« 
will  deny.  But  did  tiie  extent  of  their  natural 
rights  against  each  other  ^ve  such  a  title  or 
occupancy  to  all  that  they  aggregately  claimed, 
as  to  include  a  power  to  ezdude  others  from 
seeking  this  continent  as  a  resting-place  from 
persecution  and  want,  and  making  it  the  land 
of  civilization  and  Ohristianity?  Sir,  they 
were  proprietors  of  what  they  used,  so  long  as 
it  was  nsed ;  bnt  not  sovereigns  of  any  ^art. 
The  one  denotes  a  thing  or  place  in  possessHa ; 
the  other  is,  strietly,  an  aitiflcial  term,  wpUcft- 
hie  only  to  that  state  of  sooi^  wfawe  Gcrrom- 
ment  is  soffidently  advanced  to  class  those  liv- 
ing under  it  in  the  community  of  nations: 
where  tiiere  is  individnaUty  o£  possesrion  and 
pursuit,  and  a  reo(^nition  of  the  leading  prin* 
ciples  of  conduct  between  man  and  man,  with 
customs  or  laws  to  enforce  the  observance  ot 
them ;  and  that  compacted  existence  of  a  peo- 
ple, which  separates  them  flxim  others,  and 
gives  to  them  the  name  and  attitude  of  a  na- 
tion, in  its  relative  pc^tiou  with  other  nations. 
Sovereignty  over  soil  is  the  attribute  oi  States ; 
and  it  can  never  be  affirmed  of  tribes  Uving  {& 
a  saTBge  condition,  without  any  of  the  eloneatft 
of  civmzation,  as  they  were  exhibited  in  the 
nations  <^  antiquity,  or  In  Uiose  of  modem 
times ;  whether  they  live  nnder  the  pressure  cf 
Asiatic  superstitions,  or  in  the  emancipated 
privil^es  of  Christendom.  Among  the  In- 
dians of  North  America,  an  ^>propriation  of 
soil  to  individuals  was  unknown — ^nor  had  any 
of  the  tribes  any  institutions  to  indicate  that 
the  property  in  the  soO  was  in  the  tribe,  as 
was  the  case  among  the  ancient  Germans,  ex- 
cept the  fiactuating  limits  which  a  stronger 
tribe  chose  to  assame,  from  time  to  time,  to 
prevent  hunting  excursions  within  ^em  by  a 
weaker.  Th^  was  Hib  hunter's  state^  and  in 
a  lower  owiditicai  of  it  than  had  been  known 
before  by  <dviliKed  man.  Their  hunger  htiog 
appeased,  from  flood  and  fleld,  Indivldoal^  or 
parties  of  each  tribe,  roved  over  the  land  in 
pursuit  of  game,  without  rward  to  the  place  in 
which  it  was  taken ;  and  their  wanderings  in 
the  chase  knew  no  bounds,  except  as  they  were 
r^nlated  by  the  quantity  of  game,  or  as  they 
ascertained  the  existence  of  some  other  tribe, 
using  the  adjacent  land  for  the  same  purpose. 
"Without  formal  conventions  to  fix  boundaries, 
the  tribes  in  the  neighborhood  of  each  other, 
in  the  course  of  time,  knew  the  hunting 
grounds  as  they  were  separately  clumed.  A 
trespass  by  dUier  upon  w»  gronnds  of  anoUi- 
er,  was  flulowed  by  individoal  oraitraitiaw  cr 
tnbsl  war.  Wars  taught  the  savage  pnideno& 
or  ra^er  how  to  smother  his  revenge,  ontil 
time  or  accident  placed  it  in  his  power  to  9laka 
his  demon  remembrances  of  supposed  or  actual 
wrongs  in  the  blood  and  entr^ls  of  his  enemy. 
When  the  relative  strength  of  tribes  prevented 
one  from  extarpating  or  enslaving  another,  the 
foara  of  each  oonoeded  to  the  otlier  rights,  not 
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to  the  laoA  or  khI,  bnt  to  the  fish  in  its  streams, 
and  to  the  •"^"'w'*  on  its  snrfaoe;  and  this 
wofraetaary  eqjoTment  was  all  that  the  Indian 
daiinfld.  Oan  saoh  a  use  of  a  country  give  a 
proporty  in  the  soil  ?  or  did  it,  by  the  law  of 
nature,  empower  the  Indian  to  exclude  the 
irliite  man  from  making  a  setUement  within 
tb«  Umits  of  Uie  hunting  gronnda  of  the  for- 
mer, and  maintaining  hU  possession  bj  force,  if 
be  Itad  alulitj  to  do  so  t 

Bnt,  sir,  this  question  is  settled  for  ns ;  and, 
ontal  this  oontroTersy  be(;an,  I  had  not  snp- 
poeed  it  would  have  been  overlooked  or  de- 
nied; and  it  is  with  soma  surprise  that  I  hare 
heard  it  stated,  in  the  ooarse  of  this  debate, 
that  it  was  the  generons  consent  of  the  Indians 
wbaA  permitted  our  anoeston  to  begin  the  set- 
tlemokt  of  these  gtorioos  States,  that  we  were 
intruders  npon  their  possesnons,  and  were  now 
to  repaj  Uieir  kindnesses  to  onr  fore&thers  by 
drinng  th«n  into  annihilation.  Yatt^  says, 
toSio  92,  section  81 :  '*  The  whole  earth  is  ap- 
poiated  for  the  nourishment  of  the  inhabitants ; 
bat  it  wonld  be  incapable  of  doing  so,  was  it 
QDcnltiTated.  Every  nation  is,  then,  obliged 
by  the  law  of  nature,  to  cnlUvate  the  gronnd 
that  has  fallen  to  its  share ;  and  it  has  no  right 
to  expect  or  require  assistance  from  others  any 
fiirther  ibaa  aa  the  Iwd  in  its  posses^(m.  is  in- 
o^aUa  of  fimiishing  it  with  necessaries.  Those 
sM^e,  Uke  the  ancient  Germans  and  modem : 
Tartara,  whoj  having  fertile  ooantries,  disdain 
to  «iUaTate  the  earth,  and  dioose  rather  to  live 
hj  ra^ne,  are  wanting  to  thonsdvea,  and  de- 
Gerve  to  oe  exterminated  as  savage  and  perni- 
dons  beasts.  There  are  others,  who,  to  avoid 
■gricnltore,  would  live  only  by  hunting  and 
their  fiocka.  This  might,  donbtlesa,  be  allowed 
ia  the  first  ages  of  the  world,  when  the  earth, 
vithont  cultivatioa,  produced  more  than  was 
Goffieient  to  feed  iia  few  inhabitants.  Bnt  at 
presoit,  when  the  hmnan  race  is  so  greatly 
moltiplied,  it  could  not  subsist  if  all  nations 
nanArei  to  live  in  that  manner.  Those  who 
itiU  retdn  this  idle  life,  usurp  more  extendve 
toiftories  than  thoy  would  have  occadon  fbr, 
were  tb^  to  use  bmest  labor,  and  have,  there- 
§m,  no  reaaon  to  oomplain,  if  other  nations, 
mnm  libwioDs  and  too  closely  confined,  come 
to  poasees  a  part.  Thus,  thotuh  the  oooquest 
<^  the  onciviiized  empires  of  Fern  and  Mexico 
was  a  notorious  usurpation,  the  establishment 
of  many  colonies  on  the  continent  of  North 
America  may,  on  their  confining  themselves 
within  just  bounds,  be  extremely  lawiU.  The 
people  of  these  vast  countries  rather  overran 
than  inhabited  them." 

And  tiie  same  writer,  in  his  oh^ter  npon  the 
MtriiBahmBnt  of  a  nation  in  a  country,  re- 
mtka :  ^  There  is  another  celebrated  question, 
to  which  the  discovery  of  the  New  World  has 
priocQwlly  ^ven  rise.  It  is  asked,  if  a  nation 
may  lawfully  take  possession  of  a  part  of  a 
vast  country,  in  which  th^e  are  found  none 
but  erxatio  nations,  incapable,  by  the  smaUness 
of  numbers,  to  people  the  whcde.  We 
TobXL~7 
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have  already  observed,  in  estahli^ing  the  obli- 
gation to  omtiTato  the  earth,  that  these  nationa 
cannot  exdlusively  appropriate  to  themselvea 
more  land  than  they  have  occasion  for,  and 
which  they  are  unable  to  settle  and  cultivate. 
Their  removing  tiieir  habitations  through  these 
immense  regions  cannot  be  taken  for  a  tine  and 
1^^  possession ;  and  the  people  of  Europe,  too 
closely  pent  up,  finding  land  of  which  these 
nations  are  in  no  particular  want,  and.of  which 
they  make  no  actual'  and  constant  use,  may 
la^ully  possess  it,  and  establish  colonies  there. 
We  have  already  said  that  the  earth  belongs  to 
the  human  race  in  general,  and  was  derignra  to 
furnish  it  with  subsistence.  If  each  nation 
had  resolved,  from  the  beginning,  to  appropri- 
ate to  itself  a  vast  country,  that  the  people 
might  live  only  by  hunting,  fishing,  and  wild 
fruits,  our  globe  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
maintain  a  tenth  part  of  its  present  inhabit- 
ants. People  have  not,  then,  deviated  from 
the  views  of  nature,  in  confining  the  Indians 
within  narrow  limits.  However,  we  cannot 
help  praising  the  moderation  of  the  English 
Puritans  who  first  settled  in  New  England, 
who,  notwithstanding  their  being  fhmished 
with  a  charter  from  their  sovereign,  pnrchased 
of  the  Indians  the  land  they  resolved  to  culti- 
vate." And,  til,  is  not  this  commendable 
moderation  in  re^rd  to  the  Indians,  whidi  we 
now  propose  to  pursue,  bnt  which  gentlemen 
from  New  England  interpose  to  defesS,  with  an 
unfilial  disregard  of  the  source  from  which  we 
draw  the  example  of  our  conduct  ?  Wbenevar 
it  is  said,  then,  that  the  Indian  permitted  the 
white  man  to  occupy  the  lands  we  now  possess, 
no  more  is  meant  than  that  he  stipulate,  for  a 
price,  to  abstun  from  using  the  power  of  num- 
bers to  repress  the  settlement  of  a  colony  in  its 
infancy.  Every  contract  between  the  early 
settlers  and  the  Indians  will  show  it  to  have 
been  the  apprehension  of  the  former  that  they 
were  buying  peace,  and  not  lands — though,  to 
nreserve  the  first  it  waa  necessary  that  some 
Donndaries  ahoidd  be  determined  by  the  par- 
Idfls,  within  which  each  was  to  live  in  his 
aocnstomed  manner.  To  at^owledge  in  the 
Indian  a  greater  right  in  the  soil  than  has  been 
steted,  and  to  have  allowed  it  in  practice, 
would  be  an  admission  of  the  propriety  of  his 
continuing  to  live  in  his  irrational  condition ; 
irrational,  because  their  numlrars  might  have 
been  supplied  with  food  by  the  cultivation  of  a 
hnndredtn  part  of  the  territory  which  the 
tribes  claim  for  the  chase.  For,  notwithstand- 
ing it  suits  the  purposes  of  gentlemen  to  call 
them  great  and  powerful  nations,  which  have 
dwindled  into  insignifieanoe  from  their  contact 
with  the  white  man,,  who  does  not  know  that 
the  fears  of  the  colonists,  the  natural  love 
the  marvellous  in  the  savage,  wd  his  metar 
phorical  expression  of  niunbers,  magnified  hun- 
dreds Into  thousands,  and  the  hundred  tribee 
into  which  they  were  divided  into  miUiona  of 
persMist  Trumbull,  in  his  histtny,  ^ves  a 
oondensed  but  very  satisfactory  view  o£  this 
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point,  which  eorrespondfi  with  the  researches 
of  the  heet  writers  npon  the  snl^eot ;  and  the 
qnestion  in  regard  to  aboriginal  population  in 
we  United  Stotes,  when  the  colonists  landed, 
is  so  well  seittled,  that  even  the  warmest  ad- 
mirers of  New  England  antiqaides  no  longer 
repeat  the  delusions  of  Mather  and  Neale. 
"What,  then,  becomes  of  the  portion,  so  vannt- 
in^ly  assumed  and  repeated  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  that  God,  in  his  providence,  plant- 
ed these  tribes  in  this  Western  world,  and 
made  them  tenants  of  the  soil  bj  immemorial 
possession  t  The  Indian  the  tenant  of  the  soil  1 
He  never  was  so,  in  mj  sense  of  the  word. 
Bat  it  is  by  the  misapplication  of  such  terms 
to  his  oonution,  to  which  civilized  man  has 
affixed  a  distinct  meaning,  descriptive  of  indi- 
vidual ownership  in  lands,  that  we  are  misled 
Bs  to  Indian  rights. 

Sir,  God,  in  his  providence,  had  been  pleased 
to  reveal  himself  to  the  man  of  another  conti- 
nent— ^his  pQTposes  towards  him,  in  time  and 
for  eternity — what  was  his  rational  condition, 
his  rights  over  the  earth,  though  the  penalty  of 
his  transgression — how  the  proper  use  of  it 
would  conduce  to  his  comfort,  and  the  increase 
of  his  species,  and,  by  binding  men  in  commu- 
nities, would  keep  alive  a  social  devotion  to  his 
Makffl',  and  the  remembruioe  of  a  hereafter,  in 
which  men  are  to  live  a  Ufe  of  immortality. 
It  was  this  providence  which  gave  to  our  &- 
thers  the  right  to  plant  themselves  by  the  ride  of 
^e  Indian — ^to  draw  themselves,  and  to  teach 
their  degraded  brother  to  draw,  from  their 
mother  earth,  bounties  which  he  neither  knew 
how  to  produce  nor  to  ei^oy.  What  though 
the  Indian  roved  through  the  forests  of  Amer- 
ica cotemporaneoasly  with  the  wanderings  of 
God's  chosen  people  in  their  escape  from  Egyp- 
tian hondace— time  conld  give  to  him  no  right 
to  more  of  the  soil  than  he  conld  coltivate : 
ftnd  the  decree  which  denied  him  to  be  lord  of 
the  domain,  was  tiie  Almighty's  command  to 
his  creatures  to  till  the  earth. 

Oompare  the  present  population  of  the  world 
with  its  magnitude ;  ana,  if  men  were  still  rov- 
ing tribes,  without  civilization  or  fixed  habita- 
tion, its  spontaneous  prodactions  of  vegetables, 
fish,  fowl,  and  animals,  wonld  be  sufScient  to 

Srevent  mankind  from  degenerating  to  the  con- 
ition  of  cannibals.  Sir,  the  civilized  man  of 
Europe,  pinched  by  want,  and  worn  down  by 
intolerance,  neither  needed  the  edicts  of  popes, 
nor  the  charters  of  Mngs,  to  authorize  him  to 
make  this  Western  world  his  reftige.  His 
wants  admonished  him  to  seek  a  land  where 
his  labors  woold  be  rewarded  by  plenty ;  tyran- 
ny absolved  him  from  aU  allegiance  to  the  place 
of  his  nativity ;  and  his  right  to  make  this  con- 
tinent the  grave  of  himself  and  tlie  home  of 
his  posterity,  was,  that  the  Indian  claimed  ter- 
ritories too  large  for  the  condition  in  which 
Ood  intended  man  Aoold  be;  uid  that  the 
land  which  was  not  in  Individual  as  well  as  in 
tribal  use,  and  only  in  nse  for  hnnting,  was  not 
Such  an  oooupanoy  as  excluded  ot^era  from  its 


[lUT.isaoL 

eid<^ment,  or  which  created  an  ownership 
whidi  it  was  nigust  to  invade.  Kor  can  the 
right  for  which  I  contend  be  ref^ited,  until  it 
can  be  shown  that  no  pressure  of  want  or 
tyranny  wUl  justify  expatriation,  and  that,  in 
onr  neceerities,  we  are  debarred  from  casting 
our  eyes  to  those  new  regions  which  sdence 
and  enterprise  have  discovered,  and  which  God 
intended  for  the  support  of  all  which  its  sur- 
face, aided  by  cultivation,  can  maintiUn.  The 
Indian,  a  creature  like  ourselves,  had  his  share 
in  this  new  world — and  Christians,  coming 
among  them,  had  no  right  to  trespass,  but  only 
to  partake.  This  was  only  a  ahare — not  a  po- 
litical right,  or  jurisdiction,  or  ownership,  d»* 
cause  God  had  placed  him  in  tiie  midst  of  these 
groves,  mountains^  and  streams,  to  deprive  liis 
more  civilized  brother  from  resting  in  thdr 
shade,  enjoying  their  grandenr,  or  partakiog  of 
their  products,  and  to  commit  them  as  an  in- 
heritance to  endless  generations.  I  will  not 
presume  to  inquire  by  what  tremendous  moral 
or  natural  convulsion  a  portion  of  the  human 
raoe  were  separated  from  the  rest,  and  allowed 
to  degenerate  into  barbarism ;  but,  knowing 
the  fact,  reason  and  the  records  of  divinity  tell 
me,  as  well  by  precept  as  by  example,  that, 
when  resisted  by  the  man  of  Europe  the  bbt- 
age  of  America  was  not  in  the  otmoitiiEHi  which 
GoA  intended  his  creatures  to  be — that  their 
rights  over  soil  or  territory  were  limited  to 
what  they  could  catch  or  Idll,  to  appease  the 
cravings  of  hunger — ^to  tlie  spots  upon  which 
they  may  have  built  their  huts — and  that  they 
had  no  such  jurisdiction  over  the  land,  as 
wonld  have  justified  them  in  refusing  to  re- 
ceive from  the  emigruit  a  somethinir  as  the 
pledge  that  fhey  were  to  lire  in  mu^  with 
him. 

In  this  branch  of  the  discusrion,  sir,  I  have 
advanced  no  principle  inconsistent  with  the 
most  rigid  morally — ^none  which  it  has  not 
been  convenient  to  gentlemen,  in  the  ardor  of 
their  opporition,  to  roraet ;  and  I  have  beoi 
forced  to  oocnpy  the  tmie  I  have  taken,  the 
more  effectually  to  disabuse  the  minds  of  many 
of  a  misconception  of  Indian  rights  over  soU 
and  territory,  and  of  that  amiable  sympathy 
for  early  Indian  generosity,  which  has  bwn  so 
dexterously  tamed  into  oppowtion  to  the  preor 
ent  administration  by  the  plaintive  r^nwpeo- 
tion  of  our  adversaries. 

It  is  time,  however,  sir,  to  inquire  into  what 
was  the  political  condition  of  the  Indians  in 
regard  to  Enrfand,  after  the  colony  was  colo- 
nized. Did  they  continue  to  be  independent 
of  that  Government  ?  And,  if  not,  what  por- 
tion of  thdr  independence  was  smrendered 
voluntarily,  or  taken  away  by  conquest  ?  Did 
the  Indian,  after  having  surrendered  the  ri^t 
which  he  claimed  to  sell  his  hunting  gnnmda, 
by  acknowledge^  the  pre-emption  m  them  to 
be  in  Great  Britain,  retain  any  thing  to  himself 
but  a  qualified  right  of  occupancy,  with  a  po- 
litical and  civil  jurisdiction  over  their  persona 
and  lands  in  the  king  of  England!  I  shall  not| 
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of  course,  detun  the  Honse  with  refereoces 
to  the  history  of  the  many  tribes  of  Indtane 
which  acknowledged  themselves  to  be  eabjects 
of  the  king  of  England  previous  to  1766 ;  bot, 
in  illostrstion  of  the  iorisdiction  daimed  by 
the  English  over  the  Indian,  and  practically 
•aaerted,  It  will  be  well  to  refer  gentlemen  who 
deny  any  JorisdicUon  to  the  States  over  the  In- 
dians Unog  in  their  limits,  to  the  historical 
recollectious  of  the  treaties  of  Byswick  and 
Utrecht,  between  the  English  and  French,  and 
the  last  of  which  was  ratified  in  1718.  In 
those  tresties  we  find  the  English  claiming  do- 
minimif  ezennaing  soTerngnty,  which  was  ac- 
knowledged by  the  Indius  uienuelTefL  and 
admitted  by  the  French,  over  tiie  most  formi- 
dable assodation  of  sava^  in  North  America, 
and  the  only  tribes  haying  the  semblance  of 
Government — the  Five  Nations.  They  are 
termed,  in  the  tre^y,  the  subjects  of  England, 
and  are  distingmshed  from  other  Indians  living 
within  the  grants  of  the  king,  who  are  called 
the  friends  of  England,  but  had  not  acknowl- 
edged themselves  to  be  subjects.  In  regard  to 
the  latter,  it  is  snffictent  to  assert,  what  cannot 
be  denied,  that  all  the  tribes  in  tiie  provinces, 
or  on  their  borders,  had  acknowledged  them- 
■elves  to  be  snb^eota  of  tiie  king  previous  to 
and  no  tnbe  more  pointedly  than  the 
Cfaerokees.  As  early  as  the  year  1780,  they 
acknowledged.  EDghuid>  king  as  their  mon- 
arch, and  reoeivea  from  the  hands  of  his  en- 
voy, Sir  Alexander  Gumming,  a  commander-in- 
chief  for  the  Cherokee  nation.  They  sent  a 
depotadon  of  ctuefs  to  England — "  laid  the 
crown  of  th&T  natjon,  with  the  scalps  of  their 
enemies  and  feathers  of  glory,  at  his  Majesty's 
feet,  as  a  pledge  of  their  loyalty."  They  not 
(mly  stipmated,  by  treaty,  to  be  the  allies  of 
England,  in  war  and  peace — bnt,  by  treaty, 
tbey  were  to  snrrender  their  own  people  for  a 
vii^tiDa  oi  the  ri^ts  of  Englishmen,  as  well 
■a  Eu^ishmen  who  mi^t  trespass  npon  them. 
Bj  this  treaty  the  king  acquired  a  right  to  give 
a  title  to  Cherokee  lands,  and  the  Cherokees 
became  individnally  his  sabjects.  Nor  was 
their  d^iendency  and  sabjeotion  to  Great 
Britun  in  any  way  internipted  for  twenty-five 
years. 

When  the  disputes  between  the  French  and 
Ed^^h,  concerning  their  territories  in  Amer- 
ica, broogfat  on  war,  the  Cherokees  again  ao- 
koowledged  their  fe^ty  to  the  king  of  Eug- 
liad;  and  tiiough,  at  the  termination  of  the 
war,  they  were  sedooed  from  their  alle^ance 
by  die  artifices  of  the  French,  and  by  the  mis- 
eondnet  of  stnne  of  our. people,  yet  the  war 
with  them  ended  In  their  complete  subjugation 
by  Grant,  Montgomery,  and  Stewart.  Hostili- 
tiaa,  it  is  true,  ceased  by  treaty,  but  tbey  were 
not  treated  with  as  equals:  and  the  king  of 
England  re-affirmed  his  sovereignty  and  juris- 
dictioa  over  them,  but  left  them  in  the  undis- 
tnrbed  occupancy  of  their  hunting  grounds — 
still  rebuning  the  rigtit  to  grant  them,  only 
so^eet  to  mch  oocopaocy.  *  And  this  sovr 


ereignty  and  Jurisdiction  were  ezerosed  in  Ta> 
nous  ways,  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
were  shown  in  the  most  undeniable  character, 
when,  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  the  Chero- 
kees obeyed  the  orders  of  England,  and  laid 
waste  the  frontiers  of  the  Carolinas  and  Geor- 
gia. When  the  constancy  of  our  people  termi- 
nated what  had  been  gloriously  begun,  by  a 
glorious  peace,  Englanc^  subdued  where  she 
had  waged  the  war,  surrendered  her  sovereign- 
ty and  jurisdiction  of  every  kind  over  all  the 
people  within  the  boundaries  of  the  United 
States.  From  that  moment,  not  only  G^eor^a, 
but  every  State  in  the  confederacy,  where  In- 
dians were,  asserted,  by  their  legislation,  a 
jurisdiction  over  them  and  their  lauds;  and, 
until  very  recently,  notwithstanding  the  nature 
of  the  intercourse  between  the  tribes  and  the 
United  States,  this  jurisdiction  of  the  States 
over  the  Indiana  within  tbeir  limits  had  not 
been  denied,  even  by  implication.  Nor  is  it 
now  denied  entirely,  except  in  behalf  of  the 
Cherokees,  who  are  supposed  to  be  released 
from  its  operation  by  virtue  of  treaties  be- 
tween that  tribe  and  the  United  States.  The 
weakness,  however,  of  such  a  pretence  shall 
be  shown,  when  the  provisions  ox  those  treaties 
shall  be  examined,  as  they  will  be  before  I  con- 
clude. 

The  jurisdiction,  sir,  of  which  I  speal^  did 
not  extend  to  a  right^^  npon  the  part  ox  the 
States,  to  deprive  the  Inmaus  of  their  hunting 
grounds,  without  a  cause,  and  without  compen- 
sation ;  but  it  was  exercised,  as  it  had  been 
done  by  England,  in  preventing  them  from 
selling  any  of  their  lands  withoat  permission 
from  the  States — though  they  were  granted  by 
the  States  without  consulting  the  tribes,  and 
the  grantees  took  their  titles,  disburdened  of 
every  lien  or  encumbrance  except  Indian  occu- 
pancy. The  States  oldmed,  and  without  any 
exception  Uie  Indians  ai^owledged  Ihey  had 
a  pre-emption  of  their  lands.  The  Statu  reg- 
ulated their  trade;  and  this  without  treaty 
stipulations,  but  in  virtue  of  the  anthori^  to 
do  so,  which  the  Indians  had  conceded  to  Eng- 
land. The  States  punished  them  for  violations 
of  law,  whether  committed  within  the  territo- 
ry which  had  been  reduced  practically  under 
tbeir  police,  or  without  it  And,  in  short,  the 
jurisdiction  was  asserted  in  every  particular, 
and  nothing  was  left  to  the  Indians  but  an  au- 
thority over  each  other,  which,  as  savages, 
they  had  exercised,  and  whioli,  in  our  then 
condition,  it  was  inconvenient  to  the  States  to 
assume.  This  Jurisdiction  was  asserted  by 
Massachusetts  as  early  as  167S ;  and  the  JxL' 
di&ns'  right  to  land  in  that  "Jarlsdlction,"  was 
limited  by  statute  to  snch  as  they  had  "  pos- 
sessed, improved,  and  subdued."  At  the  same 
time,  the  Indians'  right  to  sell  land  was  prohib- 
ited, by  severe  penalties,  without  "  license  from 
that  court."  Nor  were  they  permitted  to 
"  make  grants  for  a  term  of  years."  All  trade 
with  tiie  Indians  in  that  province  was  forbid- 
den, under  the  penalty  of  a  confiscation  of  the 
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merchandise,  *'  beoanee  the  trade  of  fnrs  with 
the  Indians  in  this  Jnrisdiction  doth  properly 
belong  to  the  commonwealth."  And  hia  ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  with  the  consent  of  his 
council,  was  empowered  to  "  appoint  and  oom- 
missionate  discreet  persons,  within  several  parts 
of  this  province,  to  have  the  inspection  and 
more  puticnlar  care  and  government  of  the 
Indians  in  their  respective  plantations ;  and  to 
have,  use,  and  exercise  the  power  of  a  jostioe 
of  the  peace  over  them,  in  all  matters,  civil 
and  criminal,  as  well  for  the  hearing  and  deter- 
mining pleas  between  party  and  party,  and  to 
award  execution  tbereon,  as  for  examining 
hearing,  and  punishing  of  criminal  offenoea, 
aooording  to  the  acts  and  laws  of  this  prov- 
ince, so  utr  aa  the  power  of  a  justice  does  ex- 
tend ;  aa  also  to  nominate  and  qpptnnt  consta- 
bles and  other  proper  and  neeeeaaiy  officers 
among  them." 

It  woold  only  have  been  discreet,  too,  in  gen- 
tlemen from  Hassachosetts,  Maine.  Connecticut, 
and  New  York,  who  have  zealously  distin- 
guished themadves  by  opposition  to  the  measure 
now  before  na,  to  have  exandned  more  minately 
than  they  mnar  to  have  dtme,  into  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  jnrisdiotion  olwmed  by  the 
States  over  Lidians  living  In  their  limits.  If 
they  had  done  so,  it  is  reasonable  to  think  that 
tiie  fear  of  the  re-action  of  their  reproaches 
against  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  having  ex- 
duded  the  Oherokees  from  giving  testimony, 
bat  in  cert^  cases,  in  her  courts,  would  have 
restr^ed  them  from  the  free  indulgence  of 
tiieir  regrets  in  that  regard.  8ir,  in  the  Stato 
just  mentioned,  as  the  law  stands  at  this  day, 
the  evidence  of  an  Indian,  though  sustained  by 
strong  "  concurring  circumstances,  amounting 
to  a  nigh  presumption,"  in  the  only  case  in 
whi<di  an  Indian  is  permitted  by  statute  to  tes- 
tify, is  nullified  by  the  accused,  if  he  will  but 
swear  the  accusation  to  be  untrue.  Nay,  nr, 
BO  far  is  this  jurisdiction  carried  by  Maswchu- 
aetts,  that  a  devise  of  real  estate  by  an  Indian 
was,  and  is  to  this  day,  nnll  and  void;  and  so 
unintermpted  has  been  the  paternal  superintend- 
ence of  that  State  over  these  children  of  the 
forest,  who  have  been  cruelly  subjected  to  laws, 
under  which  at  least  their  numbers  have  not 
increased,  though  admirably  calculated  to  cive 
happiness,  strength,  and  respectability  to  tneir 
masters,  tii^  as  late  as  1806,  we  find  statutory 
goardians  appointed  to  have  the  care  and  over- 
ioght  of  said  Indians  and  their  property,  with 
ftul  power  to  superintend  the  same.  All  con- 
veyances by  them  of  lands  in  fse,  or  for  a  term 
of  years,  are  declared  to  be  "utterly  void,  and 
of  none  effect,  except  approved  by  their  guar- 
dians.'* And,  by  a  statute  passed  in  1810,  so 
Tbolesome  has  been  the  operaticm  of  Massa^ 
ohusetts  le^slation  upon  tne  morals  and  in- 
crease of  the  Indians  within  her  limits,  and  so 
carefully  have  they  assured  to  them  the  rights 
of  freemen,  that  no  action  can  be  snstuned  "  in 
any  court  of  law  in  that  commonwealth,  where 
ftn  T"*^'^  is  a  plMtttiffj  nnlsBB  the  o^gintil  will 
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be  endorsed  by  two  or  more  of  their  guar- 
dians." 

While,  sir,  I  am  upon  the  subject  of  Massa- 
chusetts jnrisdiction  over  the  Indians,  pwmit 
me  to  remind  those  of  her  citizens  representing 
her  in  this  House,  and  who  are  so  tender  of 
Cherokee  rights,  tiiat  their  Steto  has  distin- 
guished itself  by  one  memorable  instance  of  pun- 
ishment for  a  denial  oi  her  sovereignty  over  the 
Indiana,  The  name  of  Soger  Williama  is  &• 
miliar  to  the  ears  of  gentlemen  from  the  £a«t; 
and  the  memory  of  the  man  is  dear  to  all  who 
love  to  trace  the  b^inning  of  that  Christian  lib- 
erty which  is  now  exhibiting  itself  in  triumph 
in  every  part  of  Knn^  and  which  we  so  fuBy 
enjoy;  for  he  was  among  the  foremost,  if  not 
the  first,  of  those  men  in  £ngland  or  America, 
who  well  understood,  and  were  bold  enough  to 
preach  Christian  toleration.  Williams,  however, 
was  a  politician  as  well  as  theol<^an;  and 
though  there  was  much  contention  concerning 
his  orthodoxy,  which  exposed  him  to  persecu- 
tion, his  life  will  bear  mefhUy  outin  the  decla- 
ration that  he  would  never  have  been  baniahed, 
i^  in  the  zeal  fbr  Indian  r^ta,  he  had  not  saia 
that  the  oharter  of  Massacnnsetta  was  good  toe 
nothing,  as  the  edU  and  Borer^gntr  were  not 
pnrcihaBed  from  the  Indians.  Neitiher  threats 
nor  persuasions  could  prevail  upon  him  to  re- 
frun  from  the  promu^ation  of  this  ptditical 
opinion;  and  the  ma^strates  of  the  common- 
wealth combated  it  in  the  shortest  way,  by  a 
sentence  of  banishment.  Sir,  the  Stete  of  Geor- 
gia claims  at  the  hands  of  the  del^ation  from 
Massachusetts,  in  her  present  controversy,  the 
benefit  of  this  instance  of  the  exercise  of  her 
sovereignty ;  and  leaves,  for  their  consolation, 
the  reflections  which  may  be  drawn  from  the 
remembrance  that  the  jurisdiction  over  the  In- 
diana within  her  limits,  for  which  she  contends, 
is  sanctioned  by  tlie  perseeutiai  of  one  of  the 
most  renurkalde  men  of  the  aga  in  which  he 
lived,  on  aoount  of  his  denial  <tf  ittoHasaachn- 
setts. 

Connecticut,  too,  dr,  was  not  behind  her 
eldest  sister  in  the  assertion  of  her  jurisdiction 
and  sovereignty  over  the  Indians  within  her 
chartered  limits;  and  we  find  her  early  declar- 
ing '^that  aU  lands  in  this  Government  are 
hdden  of  the  Eiug  of  Great  Britain,  as  the  lord 
of  the  fee ;  and  that  no  title  to  any  lands  in,  thia 
colony  can  accrue  by  any  purchase  made  In- 
diana, on  pretence  of  their  being  native  pro- 
prietors tiiereof  witiiont  the  aOowanoe  and  ap- 
probation oi  this  Assembly."  She  restrained 
and  regulated  trade  with  them  as  she  pleased; 
and  Erected  her  selectmen  to  endeavor  to  as- 
semble the  Indians  annually,  "and  acquit 
them  with  the  laws  of  the  Government  for  the 
punishment  of  such  immoralities  as  they  may 
be  gnil^  of^  and  make  them  sensible  that  theT 
are  not  exempted  from  the  penalties  of  such 
laws,  any  more  than  his  M^esty's  other  snlyects 
in  the  colony  are."  Purchases  of  lands  from 
the  Indiana,  "under  color  or  pretence  of  snch 
Indians  being  the  loi^prieton  of  sud  landi  by 
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a  ludTe  right,"  wHLoat  leave  from  the  Assembly, 
an  forbiddeD  under  severe  penalties.  The  tea- 
tinnoaj  of  an  Indian,  though  snstained  by  stroiiR 
mrcnmstanoea,  is  of  no  a^^l,  if  the  accnsed  wUl 
bat  Bwear  to  his  innocence.  And,  notwithstand- 
ing Cotmectieat,  by  her  representatives  on  this 
floor,  remonstrates  against  any  civil  jnrisdio- 
ti<Mi  over  the  CherokMs  by  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, her  leguistors,  in  1808,  and  only  so  far 
back  as  1821,  passed  acts  sabjecting  Indians  in 
her  Umita  to  the  same  ponishments  as  are  to  be 
biflicted  upon  vhite  men  who  may  transgress 
her  laws;  and  the  regolation  of  their  property 
and  persooB  is  oommitted  to  that  kind  goardian- 
diip  whioh  their  degraded  condition  requires, 
and  without  which  they  would  be  constant 
Tiedms  impo^cm. 

Sir,  I  pass  over  the  laws  of  Ifaine,  New 
Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvaida,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
and  South  Carolina,  in  all  of  which  jorisdiction 
and  sovereignty  over  the  Indians  in  their  re- 
spective limits  are  asserted,  as  weU  before  the 
rerolation  as  after  it,  and  practised  to  the  pres- 
ent dfty ;  and,  though  the  gentleman  from  New 
T<nk  ^fr.  Stobbs)  has,  by  his  manner  of  ar- 
gnmg  thia  qnestioi!^  snl^Jeated  the  State  which 
be  representfl,  in  part,  to  some  animadvernon, 
and  lumaelf  to  reproof  I  will  content  myself 
with  remarking  tiiat  no  State  in  the  Union  has 
more  positively  insisted  npon  her  sovereignty 
over  Indiana,  and  their  lands  within  her  limits, 
than  New  York ;  and  that  her  civil  jurisdiction 
over  their  persons,  both  by  the  decision  of  her 
courts  and  her  statntea,  is  afBrmed  in  the 
strongest  terms,  as  well  over  those  Indians  who 
have  not  ceded  their  lands  to  that  State,  as  over 
those  who  have :  and  this,  notwithstanding  the 
establishment  by  the  Indians  of  a  Government 
for  themselves,  chiming  to  be  independent  of 
that  State,  as  the  Cherokees  do  of  Geor^&  and 
the  ezistenoe  of  treaties  between  those  Indians 
and  the  United  States,  containing  the  same  as- 
sorances  of  protection  and  goaranties  of  terri- 
b»7,  which,  it  is  a^d  by  gentlraaeu  on  this 
floor,  make  the  Cherokees  a  distinct  and  in- 
dependent nation.  Nor,  sir,  should  we  have 
heard  s  denial  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States 
over  Indians  within  their  limits,  if  the  too 
zeidona  anxiety  of  gentlemen  to  defeat  the  ad- 
ministration, in  this  prominent  point  of  its 
policy,  had  not  caused  an  oblivion  in  their 
minds  of  the  political  history  of  our  country. 
We  have  the  records  to  show  that  this  claim  of 
jurisdiction  was  collectively  sdmitted  by  the 
gtiiea,  from  the  b<^nning  of  their  first  con- 
federacy until  after  the  adoption  bf  the  present 
eonstitation ;  and  it  will  be  for  those  opposed 
to  us  to  prove  whoi,  how,  and  by  what  States, 
it  has  been  anrrendered  to  the  United  States. 
We  can  for  the  convention,  agreement,  the 
direct  clause  in  the  eonstitation,  by  which  it  is 
pven  np ;  or  for  any  other  which,  by  inference 
or  coustrnction,  can  take  it  away. 

When  a  petition  from  a  part  of  Vir^nia  was 
Ud  htiote  Ocw^reia,  on  tlw  1st  of  Juie,  1776} 
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intimating  "  fears  of  a  rapture  with  the  Indians, 
on  account  of  Lord  Dmunora^s  condact,"  and 
desiring  oommis^oners  to  attend  a  meeting  of 
the  Indians  at  Httsburg,  it  was  ordered  "  tiiat 
the  above  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  the 
colonies  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania."  Nor 
were  there  any  subsequent  proceedings  in  re- 
gard to  it,  without  the  consent  and  co-operation 
of  those  States.  In  less  than  six  weeks,  Con- 
gress, aware  of  the  efforts  made  by  English 
emissaries  to  excite  the  Indians  to  take  up  arms 
against  the  colonies,  took  saoii  steps  as  the  ex- 
igency required,  to  secure  their  friendabip  and 
neutruity;  and  three  Indian  departments  were 
formed— the  Northern,  ICiddle,  and  Southern. 
But  in  none  of  their  subsequent  measures  was 
the  jurisdiction  of  States,  over  Indians  in  their 
limits,  in  any  way  infracted.  And  the  first  pnxtf 
in  support  of  the  declaration  I  have  made,  is  to 
be  found  in  the  proceedings  of  Congress  on 
the  2d  November,  1782,  when  a  deputation  from 
the  Catawba  tribe  urged  Congress  to  secure  to 
them  certain  lands  in  South  Carolina,  to  pre- 
serve them  from  being  "  intruded  into  by  force, 
and  not  to  be  alienatod,  even  with  their  own 
consent."  Congress  knowing  where  the  juris- 
diction was, 

Resolved,  "  Tbst  it  be  recommended  to  the  Leg- 
islatare  of  South  Carolina  to  take  such  measures  for 
the  saUsfaction  and  security  of  the  sud  tribe,  as  the 
B(ud  Legislatare  shall,  in  their  wisdom,  think  lit." 

And  for  the  partionlar  hiibrmation  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  Qii.  Stobbs,)  that 
he  may  hereafter  know  the  true  ground  of  that 
Stete's  jurisdiction  over  Indians  within  her 
limits,  and,  in  his  future  discussitms  of  this 
subject,  either  privately  or  in  this  House,  that 
he  may  not  mistake,  and  mistake  it  to  be  from 
voluntary  concessions  by  Indians  to  the  Stete,  I 
refer  him  to  the  report  of  a  committee  of  Con- 
gress, May  1st,  1782,  and  ask  to  be  permitted 
to  read  it  : 

1st.  "  It  clearly  appeared  to  your  committee,  tbat 
all  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Nations  of 
dians,  and  their  tributaries,  have  beea,  In  due  form, 
put  under  the  protection  of  the  crown  of  England, 
by  the  sud  Six  Nations,  as  appended  to  the  late 
Government  of  Neir  Tone,  so  fiir  as  respects  Juris* 
diction  only." 

2d.  "That  the  citizens  of  the  sud  colony  of  New 
York  have  borne  the  burden,  both  as  to  blood  and 
treasure,  of  protecUog  and  supporting  the  said  Six 
Nations  of  Indians,  and  their  tributaries,  fat  upwards 
of  one  hundred  years  last  past,  aa  the  dependenu 
and  allies  of  the  sud  Government." 

Sd.  "Ttut  the  crown  of  England  has  always  ooih 
sidered  and  treated  the  country  of  the  s^d  Six  Na- 
tions, and  their  tributaries,  inhabiting  as  far  aa 
the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,  as  append- 
ant to  the  Goverament  of  New  York." 

4th.  "  Tbat  the  neighboring  colonies  of  M'assaebU' 
setts,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Uaryland,  and  Ti^ 
ginia,  have,  also,  from  time  to  time,  by  their  public 
acts,  recognized,  and  admitted  the  said  Six  Nations, 
and  their  tributaries,  to  be  appendant  to  the  Qov^ 
ernment  of  New  Toik." 
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And,  as  a  fortlier  reason  for  accepting  the 
cession  of  land  from  the  State  of  New  York,  to 
which  this  report  related,  it  is  concluded  in 
these  remarkable  words:  "That,  by  Congress 
accepting  this  cession,  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
whole  western  territory,  belonging  to  the  Six 
Nations  and  their  tribataries,  will  be  vested  in 
the  United  States,  greatly  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Union."  Words  plainly  showing  the  juris- 
diction to  be  in  the  State,  and  the  State's  right 
to  transfer  it.  Nor,  sir,  mast  it  be  said  tbat 
these  repeated  reoognitions  by  Congnss  of  the 
States'  jnrisdictioii  over  Indians  within  tiieir 
limits,  was  owing  to  the  terms  in  which  tbat 
part  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  confederation 
giving  to  Congress  "the  sole  and  ezdnsive 
right  and  power  of  regulating  the  trade  and 
managing  all  affairs  with  tiie  Ittdians  not  mem- 
bers  of  any  of  the  States,"  is  expressed ;  for  the 
article  is  no  more  than  the  concession,  embodied, 
of  the  States'  jarisdiction :  and  the  oare  with 
which  it  was  intended  to  be  retained  by  the 
States,  is  shown,  by  Congress  only  having  con- 
ceded to  It  tiie  power  to  regnlate  trade  and 
manage  all  affi^rs  "  with  the  Indians  not  mem- 
\m»  M  any  of  the  States,"  and  this,  too,  "  pro- 
vided the  leglsIatiTe  right  of  any  State,  within 
its  own  limits,  be  not  infringed  or  violated." 
Bat,  in  virtae  of  the  authority  given  to  Con- 
gress by  the  States  over  the  Indians,  Congress, 
by  its  proclamation  of  September  2d,  1783,  ex- 
ercised the  antbority  which  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land had  done,  in  prohibiting  settlements  and 
forbidding  pnrchases  of  l^ds  inhabited  or 
claimed  by  Indians,  "  without  the  limits  or  ja- 
risdiction of  any  particular  State."  When  it 
became  neoessary  to  prepare  an  ordinance  for 
regolating  the  Indian  trade,  Congress  exhibited 
the  same  comm^dable  caution  in  regard  to  the 
States'  mrisdiolioii  over  Indians  in  time  limits, 
by  readving  "tbat  the  preceding  measures  of 
Congress  relative  to  Indian  affairs  shall  not  be 
construed  to  affect  the  territorial  claims  of  any 
of  the  States,  or  their  legislative  rights,  within 
their  limits."  But  why,  sir,  shonld  I  fiatigue 
myselfj  and  exhaust  the  patience  of  this  House, 
by  citmg  additional  proofs  of  what  was  the 
universal  apprehension  of  the  jurisdiction  pos- 
sessed by  the  States  over  Indians  and  Iheir 
lands  ?  Those  who  are  carious  in  this  matter, 
will  see,  by  consnlting  the  Journals  of  the  con- 
vention, how  repeatedly,  in  framing  the  articles 
of  confederation,  it  was  aoknowledmd.  There  is 
enough,  sir,  to  shield  the  State  of  Georgia  from 
the  imputation  of  settinj;  np  any  novel  preten- 
sion in  bra-  claim  of  jurisdiction  over  the  Cher- 
okeeSj  and  their  lands  lyiiu;  in  the  State,  and 
pursuing  the  course  to  which  she  has  been 
vrgei  by  cirenmstaoces,  regardless  of  what  may 
be  said  of  her.  The  State  is  prepared  to 
mtunt^n  the  position  she  has  taken,  agfunst  any 
coercion  which  may  be  attempted,  and  her 
fanotionaries  are  ready  to  defend  her  rights  be- 
fore any  tribunal  by  which  they  can  be  consti- 
tutionally investigated.  We  ask  for  no  more 
than  other  States  haTe  and  ccmtinue  to  exertise, 
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without  having  their  claims  of  Jariadioti(Hi  over 
the  Indians  in  their  limits  qneraoned ;  and  our 
authority,  proceeding  from  the  same  common 
fountain,  we  shall  not  permit  to  be  lessened,  or 
any  restraint  to  be  imposed  upon  its  exercise. 
Repeated  calumnies  against  the  State  have 
taught  her  people  to  bear,  with  dignity,  every 
slander  upon  its  honor :  and  it  is  our  pride  that, 
thoagh,  in  the  many  controversies  we  have 
had,  she  has  been  misjudged  in  the  commence- 
ment, t^e  State  has  never  ddmed  a  political 
or  territorial  ri^t  which  has  not  beoi  con- 
ceded ;  and  time  has  nnifonnly  ffrea  to  W 
the  vantage  ground  of  vindication  in  the  con- 
tention. 

Where  proofeof  tiiisjnrisdictioninthe  States 
are  so  plain  and  numerous,  as  well  historical  as 
political,  it  becomes  necessary  for  those  who 
sustain  it,  to  notice  the  groonds  upon  which  it 
is  denied.  I  shall  state  them  fuUy,  so  far  aa 
they  have  been  urged  in  this  debate,  and  by 
those  out  of  this  House,  who  have  distingnifjiea 
themselves  in  exciting  public  opinion  agungt 
the  policy  proposed  by  tiie  bill  on  your  table. 
It  is  sud,  in  behalf  of  Indian  independence  gen- 
erally, that,  as  early  as  1768,  the  King  issued  a 
prodamation;  forbidding  setUements  to  be  made 
upon  any  lands  whatever,  "  which,  not  having 
been  oeded  or  purchased,  were  reserved  to  the 
Indians."  And  in  support  of  Cherokee,  Chick- 
asaw, Choctaw,  and  Greek  nationality  and  sep- 
arate existence  from  the  States  and  tiie  United 
States,  certain  treaties  between  those  tribes  and 
the  United  States  are  cited  as  evidence.  Now, 
sir,  it  xmfortunately  happens,  for  those  who 
have  such  faith  in  the  royal  ordinance  of  1763, 
that  it  asserts  dominion  over  the  Indians  in 
terms,  and  merely  reserves  to  them  the  un- 
molested occupancy  of  their  "  hunting  grounds.'* 
"  Whereas  it  u  just  and  reasonable^  and  essok- 
tial  to  our  interest  and  the  security  of  onr  col- 
onies, that  the  sererfd  nations  or  tribes  of  In- 
dians with  whom  we  are  connected,  and  who 
live  under  onr  protection,  shonld  not  be  mo- 
lested or  disturbed  in  the  pc^session  of  sudi 

Earts  of  onr  dominions  and  territories  as,  not 
aviuff  been  ceded  to  or  purchased  by  os,  are  re- 
served to  them,  or  any  of  them,  as  their  hunt- 
ing grounds,"  is  the  lan^age  of  the  proclama- 
tion. Here  is  the  assertion  of  jurisdiction,  and 
it  is  followed  by  a  command  to  one  class  of 
subjects  not  to  disturb  another.  If^  at  that  day, 
any  one  of  his  H^esty's  subjects  in  the 
colonies  had  used  this  prodamation  as  the  haeia 
of  Indian  independence,  to  the  exolnri<Hi  of 
England's  sovereignty  and  jaris^ctitm  over 
them,  and  had  promulgated  his  doctrine,  his 
career  wonld  soon  have  been  stopped  by  a  vi^t 
from  the  King's  attorney,  in  the  form  of  an  in- 
formation, to  answer  for  sedition — if  ho  bad 
not,  in  the  loyalty  of  the  provinces,  l>een  made 
to  share,  in  a  more  summary  manner,  the  fate 
of  BogOT  Williams.  Banishment,  sir,  would 
have  been  a  tender  mercy  for  snoh  political 
heresy.  In  the  succeeding  p&ragnq>h  of  tiw 
"  n^al  ordinance  "  to  that  wniohluis  jut  becu 
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cited,  ibrbiddiog  settlements  npoii  Indian  bunt- 
ing grounds,  the  fiing  declares  it  '*  to  be  oar 
royal  will  and  pleasure,  for  the  present,  to  re- 
serve under  oar  sovereign  protection  and  do- 
minion, for  the  use  of  the  said  Indiana,  all  the 
lands  and  territories  not  inclnded  within  the 
limits  of  oar  sud  three  new  Governments." 
Sneh,  air,  is  the  support  given  to  Indian  inde- 
pendence by  the  proclamation  of  1763;  and, 
with  this  plain  aswrUon  of  soverdpity  by  the 
King,  I  am  warranted  in  snppo^g  that  gentle- 
men could  never  have  arrayed  it  Id  aopport  of 
their  caaae,  i^  in  their  haste  to  defeat  the  bill 
onder  conMderation,  they  had  not  overlooked 
the  contents  of  this  "  royal  ordinance  "  and 
comer-stone  of  Indian  independence.  Bat  the 
strong  gronnd  apon  which  Indian  independence, 
and  that  of  the  Cherokees  particalarly,  is 
placed,  are  the  treaties  existing  between  the 
tlnited  Statea  and  those  tribes,  entered  into  be- 
fore  and  once  the  adoptioQ  of  the  present  con- 
stitatioQ.  I  shall  take  np  the  gaontlet  which 
has  been  thrown  down  by  the  opposition  in 
behalf  of  the  Cherokee  independence,  and  am 
willing  to  make  the  treaty  stipnlations  between 
that  tribe  and  the  United  States  the  test  of  the 
jorisdiction  of  the  Statea  over  Indians  living  in 
their  limits. 

■  The  assumption  in  behalf  of  the  Cherokees  is, 
that  they  are  an  independent  people,  having  a 
political  sovereignty  over,  and  title  in  fee  to, 
the  lands  which  they  claim;  that  they  are 
neither  subordinate  to  the  United  States,  nor 
eul^ect  to  the  jurisdiction  of  any  of  the  States  in 
which  they  live ;  that  they  hare  a  right  to 
form  a  Government,  which  shall  act  not  only 
opon  themselves,  bat  npon  citizens  of  the 
United  States  who  nu^  transgress  its  laws :  and 
that  &ey  have  the  ability  to  establish  sudi  re- 
lations between  themselves  and  the  United 
States  in  fbture,  as  tbeir  interest  or  conven- 
iouie  may  dictate.  This  independence  is  based 
npon  treaties  with  the  United  States ;  and  those 
of  Hopewell  and  Holston  are  princip^y  relied 
npon  in  support  of  it ;  the  seventh  article  in 
tiU  latter  bein^  a  guaranty  to  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion of  all  their  l^ds  not  ceded.  The  object 
which  I  now  have  in  view  is,  to  prove,  without 
■ay  reference  to  the  authority  which  Geoivia 
miy  exert  over  them,  that  the  Oherokees,  by 
tbe^  own  eoneesnons  in  the  treaties  mentioned, 
are  debarred  from  establishing  such  a  Govern- 
ment as  now  exists  among  them ;  and,  of  C0Dse> 
quence,  that  they  are  not  an  independent  peo- 
ple, and  can  have  no  attribute  of  a  nation.  The 
sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell  deprives 
the  Cherokees  of  the  power  of  punishing  In- 
diana, or  persons  residing  among  them,  or  who 
ebail  take  refhgo  in  their  nation,  for  robbery, 
murder,  or  other  capital  crime,  on  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States;  and  binds  them  to  deliver 
the  offender,  to  be  punished  according  to  her 
laws.  And,  by  the  seventh  article,  they  have 
not  the  privu^  to  punish  a  oiUzea  of  the 
United  Statea,  who  ahall  commit  eitlier  of  the 
cfliaooeB  just  named  npon  an  Indian.   By  the 
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ninth  article,  the  United  States  have  the  exclu- 
sive right  of  regalating  the  trade  with  the  In- 
diana, and  of  managing  all  their  affairs  in  such 
manner  as  they  think  proper.  The  same  power 
is  in  the  United  States  by  the  sixth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Holston ;  and  by  the  tenth  and 
eleventh  articles  of  the  same  treaty,  the  Chero- 
kees are  bouid  to  deliver  np  crinunal&  refugees 
as  well  as  Lidians ;  and  the  United  States  re- 
serves the  right  to  punish  its  own  citizens  who 
shall  commit  crimes  on  Cherokee  land.  It 
must  be  kept  in  mind  that,  by  the  first  and 
third  treaties  of  Tellico,  the  treaties  before  ex- 
isting between  the  parties  are  declared  to  be 
in  force,  togetherwith  the  construction  and  usage 
under  their  respective  articles,  and  so  to  con- 
tinue ;  and  the  sixth  article  of  the  first  treaty 
of  Tellico  is  a  repetition  of  the  guaranty  to  the 
Cherokees  of  the  remfuuder  of  their  country 
forever.  Is  it  consistent,  then,  with  sachpow- 
ers  as  are  oonoeded  by  the  teeatiea  of  H<me- 
well  and  Holston  to  the  United  States,  that  the 
Cherokees  shall  form  a  Government,  Tirtnally 
excluding  the  operation  of  any  action  of  the 
United  Statea  upon  Cherokee  concerns? — a 
Government  which  legislates  for  the  punish- 
ment, by  their  own  courts,  of  the  refugees  and 
criminaU  whom,  by  treaty,  they  are  bound  to 
surrender,  to  be  punished  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  the  only  iosta^ce  in  which 
they  are  permitted  to  punish  a  citizen  being 
where  persons  intrude  upon  their  lands  without 
their  consent :  a  Government  which  taxes  the 
licensed  trader,  and  forces  a  revenue  from  the 
vender  of  merchandise,  when  the  sole  and  ex- 
olosive  right  to  regulate  their  trade  is  in  the 
United  States ;  wl^oh  inflicts  the  scourge  upon 
the  backs  'of  your  people,  regardless  of  their 
cries  tiiat  they  are  American  oitizeos,  and  of 
the  remonstrances  of  your  agent,  who,  by  treaty, 
lives  among  them  to  protect  them  from  abuw, 
and  our  own  people  from  that  cruelty  which,  in 
the  face  of  our  institutions,  permits  polygamy 
as  a  fit  indulgence  for  their  chiefs  and  rulers, 
and  twists  a  halter  around  the  neck  of  every 
Indian  who  dares  to  enroll  his  name  as  an  emi- 
grant, or  who  attempts  to  persuade  others  to 
become  so. 

K  the  Ofaerokees  have  a  right  to  establish  an 
independent  Government,  they  are  disnnited 
fh>mthe  United  St^es  as  well  as  the  Statea, 
and  can  enter  Into  alliances  witii  foreign  na- 
tions, except  so  far  as  they  may  be  restnuned 
by  their  treaties  with  the  United  States.  But 
even  this  badge  of  sovereignty,  and  without 
which  a  people  cannot  exist  as  a  nation,  was 
surrendered  by  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Holston.  Sir,  it  would  have  been  well  for  gen- 
tlemen, before  they  had  chanted  their  strains 
of  Cherokee  virtue,  happiness,  simplicity,  and 
indepeudence,  to  have  acquainted  themselves 
with  the  true  position  of  that  tribe,  as  fixed  by 
treaties,  and  with  their  moral  condition  as  a 
people.  And  it  is  not  amiss  for  me  now  to  in- 
quire if  their  violations  of  the  treaties,  by  the 
establishment  of  a  Government  which  pata  aside 
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their  concesaionfl  to  the  United  Statea,  have 
not  released  the  latter  from  all  obligation  to 
maintain  the  guaranty  of  their  territory.  I  have 
no  dispotitiou  to  conceal  the  fitct,  that,  in  the 
troatiee  with  this  tribe,  there  are  e^resdons 
which  seem  to  oonntenance  the  assnnrnticm  that 
they  are  an  independent  people.  But  when 
interpreted  in  conoection  with  their  conces- 
sions, their  geographical  position  to  the  United 
States  and  the  Stale  of  Georgia,  and  to  Spain, 
before  LoaiManaand  the  Floridas  were  acquired 
by  US,  those  expressions  indicate  no  more  than 
the  caution  whi(^  om-  Government  used  to  pre- 
vent depredations  upon  our  frontiers  by  a  horde 
of  savages,  and  an  admission  that  they  should 
continue  to  live  upon  their  huntiog  grounds 
nnmolested,  and  in  the  darkness  of  their  own 
superstitious  and  savage  laws,  until,  by  the  force 
of  our  example  and  aid,  they  oomd  tiunw  off 
their  btrndage. 

We  have  heard  it  relied  npon,  too.  that,  in 
these  treaties,  the  tribes  are  called  nataons ;  and 
the  use  of  the  word,  from  its  ordinary  acceptar 
tion,  is  suited^  as  the  opposition  know,  to  mis- 
lead persons  in  general  as  to  what  was  the 
political  character  of  the  tribes  in  the  appre- 
hension of  the  Unit^  States,  when  they  were 
treated  with.  At  first,  it  would  imply  the  con- 
cession of  a  separate  and  national  existence. 
But  it  does  not  do  so ;  and  that  it  may  not  do 
so,  I  invoke  the  aid  of  Robertson,  the  historian, 
to  put  down  the  interpretatiim  |^ven  to  the 
word  by  "William  Penn"  and  his  coadjators 
in  this  Honae— and  the  historian^s  authority 
win  at  least  be  conndered  entitled  to  an  equal- 
ity of  weight  with  those  who  may  have  the 
temerity  to  set  themselves  up  against  him.  In 
his  fourth  book,  under  the  head  of  the  Indians 
being  divided  into  small  communities,  he  says : 
"  In  America,  the  word  nation  is  not  of  the 
same  import  as  in  other  parts  of  the  globe.  It 
is  applied  to  small  societies,  not  exccMing,  per- 
haps, two  or  three  hundred  persons,  but  occn- 
pymg  provinces  greater  than  some  kingdoms  in 
Europe."  The  sacceeding  part  of  the  para- 
graph, in  which  the  philosophic  historian  denies 
the  ownerehh)  of  lands  in  the  Indiana,  is  also 
recommended  to  the  perusal  of  such  as  assert 
it;  and  they  will  take  kindly,  I  trust,  my  inti- 
mation th^  the  whole  chapter,  having  some 
connection  with  this  subject,  will  interest  them. 

But  this  question  of  Cherokee  independence 
and  the  right  of  self-government,  of  entire  free- 
dom from  State  jurisdiction,  may  be  resisted  by 
stronger  arguments  than  inferences  from  treaties 
with  the  United  States,  which,  upon  a  full  ex- 
amination of  the  constitutional  enioacy  of  trea- 
ties, and  the  powers  given  to  the  United  States 
to  make  them,  will  be  found  can  neither  nve 
nor  take  away  any  ri^t  of  an  Indian.  This 
confederacy  consisted,  originally,  of  States  de- 
riving their  political  existence  from  their  joint 
dedaration  m  indeprndenoe,  and  the  snbaeqnent 
acknowledgment,  by  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace 
tiiat  th^  were  free,  sovereign,  and  independ- 
ent States ;  and  Eng^d,  in  these  remarl  cable  I 
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words  in  the  treaty,  relinquishes  to  them,  as 
individual  States,  '*all  claims  to  the  Govern- 
ment, propriety,  and  territorial  rights  of  the 
sameandeverypartthereo£"  Their  boundaries 
were  dedared  in  thdr  charters  or  grants;  and 
in  the  collective  declaration  m  the  treaty  <tf 
peace  of  the  bonnduies  of  the  United  States, 
those  which  each  State  claimed  for  itself  are 
comprehended.  Within  the  boundaries  o£  these 
States,  Indian  tribes  lived,  having  hunting 
grounds  reserved  for  their  use,  and  of  which 
they  could  not  be  deprived  bnt  by  their  own 
consent,  and  for  a  price. 

By  the  articles  of  the  confederation,  the  right 
to  regulate  the  trade  and  to  manage  all  afi'^ra 
with  the  Indians  not  members  of  any  of  the 
States,  was  given  to  the  United  States.  The 
readiest  mode  of  exerciung  tiiese  powers  was 
by  treaty ;  and  it  not  being  then  well  under- 
stood what  tribes,  from  their  scattered  condi- 
tion, were  within  the  States,  the  United  States 
negotiated  with  them  without  a  particular  ref- 
erence to  this  limitation  of  their  powers,  and 
without  a  certain  knowledge  of  the  location  of 
the  tribes ;  the  ezisencies  of  the  States  in  the 
war  with  Great  Briton,  making  it  essential 
that  their  friendship  and  partiaUty  should  be 
secured.  Bat,  after  the  war,  the  common  dan- 
ger no  longer  menacing  the  existence  of  the 
States,  no  sooner  did  the  United  States  make  a 
treaty  with  any  tribe  of  In^ans,  than  the  StiUes 
began  to  look  mto  its  provisions  to  see  if  they 
were  conmstent  with  the  grant  of  power  to 
^'regnlate  the  trade  and  manage  all  afmirs  with 
the  Indians  not  members  of  any  of  the  States." 
The  treaty  of  Hopewell,  with  tiie  OherokeM, 
was  at  once  protested  against  by  North  Cardi- 
nal for  its  invasion  of  their  le^dative  ri^ta. 
A  protest^  in  snoh  a  case,  was  aJl  that  was  ne- 
cessary, Specially  as  the  United  States  did  not, 
by  I^uatirai,  attempt  to  enforce  those  danses 
of  the  treaty  which  were  noxious  to  the  rights 
of  the  protesting  States.  It  must  be  kept  in 
mind  that,  up  to  this  period,  the  United  States 
bad  made  no  guaranty  to  the  Cherokees  of  their 
lands.  Thus  matters  stood  between  the  United 
States,  the  States,  and  the  InAans,  nntil  after 
our  present  oonstitntion  had  been  ratified  by  the 
States.  Inl791,theUnitedState8niadewiththe 
Cherokees  the  treaty  of  Hdston,  and,  by  virtae 
of  a  dause  in  the  constitution,  to  **  regulate 
commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  they  assume 
the  right "  solemnly  to  guaranty  to  the  Cherokee 
nation  all  their  lands  not  hereby  oeded; "  and 
from  this  guaranty  it  is  argued  the  Cherokees 
are  independent,  having  a  right  of  self-govern- 
ment, and  free  from  the  dvil  jurisdiction  of  tha 
States.  That  is,  the  right  of  the  United  Statea 
"  to  regulate  commeroe  with  foreign  nations, 
and  among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  In- 
dian tribes,"  is  so  expanaive  a  power,  tiiat,  be- 
cause commerce  mi^  be  regulated  by  treaty, 
tiie  United  States  are  empowered  to  dindve^  by 
treaty,  all  the  political  relations  between  the 
States  and  Indians  living  in  their  limits;  to 
make  them  an  indenendent  people^  with  aa 
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abOitj  to  fonn  s  Government  and  State  within 
the  acknowledged  limits  of  other  States,  thongh, 
by  the  third  seetioa  of  the  fourth'  article  of  the 
oonatitatioa,  it  is  declared,  "  no  new  State  shall 
be  formed  or  erected  within  tlie  jnriisdiction  of 
anj  other  State,  nor  an;-  State  be  formed  hj 
the  junction  of  two  or  more  States,  or  parts  of 
States,  withoat  the  consent  of  the  Legislatures 
of  the  States  concerned,  as  well  as  of  the  Con- 
gress." Sir,  80  mosBtroos  a  concatenation  of 
ccHUtmction  it  is  only  honuuie  to  strangle  in 
iti  birth;  andltnutit  Has  dead  la  all  its  de- 
JuHuity. 

Ifr.  Thovpso^t,  of  Geoi^  said  he  had  for- 
bor&e  to  take  np  the  time  of  the  Honse  in  de- 
liverittg  his  views  at  laive  on  the  bill^  and  he 
was  therefore  privileged,  ne  thought^  in  again 
demanding  the  prerions  qoestion,  (which  woold 
o£  coarse  pat  bj  the  amendment.)  Acoord- 

'''^ellers  were  appointed  to  coont  the  House, 
who  reported  ninety-eight  in  favor  of^  and 
ninety-eight  against  the  previous  qaeation. 
The  Spkakek  voted  in  the  affirmative :  so  the 
motion  for  the  previoas  question  was  seconded. 

The  previoas  qaestion  was  then  pat,  "  Shall 
die  main  queetioa  be  now  put? "  and  the  votes 
ninety-nine  to  idnety-nine,  the  Spbakkb 
with  the  yeaa,  and  decided  the  question 
in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  xnun  question  was  at  last  put,  "  Shall 
the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  ?  "  and  was  decided 
in  the  afSrmative  by  the  following  vote : 

Teas. — Iteasra.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Ander- 
eon,  Angel,  Archer,  John  S.  Barbour,  F.  P.  Barbour, 
Bvnw^  Baylor,  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair, 
Boekee,  Boon,  Borat,  Bonldb,  Brodhead,  Brown, 
Chmbn^ng,  Campbell,  OarsoD,  Chandler,  Claiborne, 
(Say,  Coke,  Coleman,  Conner,  Hector  Craig,  Robert 
Gn^,  Crawford,  Crocheron,  Daniel,  Davenport, 
Wairen  B.  Davis,  Desha,  De  Witt,  Drayton,  Dwight, 
KbtH,  Ftndlay,  Ford,  Foster,  Fry,  Gaither,  Gllmore, 
Gordon,  Halt,  Hammoos,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Htada, 
BoABan,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Isaoks,  Jenaings,  B.  U, 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Perkins  King,  lAmar,  Lea, 
Lecompte,  Loyall,  Lewig,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Magee, 
Martsn,  Thomas  Kaxwell,  HcCoy,  UeDoffie,  HcId- 
tirc,  Kitcbell,  Honell,  Nuckolls,  Overton,  Pettis, 
Polk,  Potter,  Powers,  Bamsey,  Rencher,  Roane, 
Scott,  Wm.  B.  Sbepard,  Shields,  Speight,  Richard 
Spencer,  ^vigg,  Standifer,  Sterigere,  mley  Tbomp- 
son,  Trezvant,  Tucker,  Verplanck,  Vayne,  Weeks, 
C  P.  Wbite,  VTickliSa,  Wilde,  Yancey— 102. 

Natil — ^Vessrs.  Armstrong,  Atnol^  Bailey,  Noyes 
Bariwr,  Baninger,  Bartley,  Bates,  Beekman,  Bnrgea, 
Batman,  Oahoon,  Childs,  CbOton,  Clark,  Gondict, 
Cooper,  Cowtes,  Crane,  Crockett,  Creighton,  Crown- 
insUdd,  John  Davis,  Deberry,  Denny,  Dickinson, 
m>ddri<^e,  Dorsey,  Dudley,  Duncan,  Ellsworth, 
Geocge  Eraaa,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett  Hor- 
see  Everett,  Finch,  Forward,  Qorham,  Green,  Gren- 
BeD,  ibwkins,  Hemphill,  Hodges,  Hughes,  Hnut, 
Euntingtoa,  Ihrle,  Ingersoll,  Thomas  Irwin,  Wm. 
W.  Irvm,  Johns,  Kendall,  Kennon,  Blincaid,  Adam 
King,  Leiper,  Xietcher,  Mallary,  Uartlndale,  Lewis 
Vaxwell,  McCreery,  Vereer,  Miller,  JIuhlenberg, 
Korton,  Fearce,  Fierson,  Randolph,  Reed,  Richard- 
■0^  Boee,  Busd,  Aug.  E.  Sbspperd,  Sunues,  Oil, 
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Samuel  A.  Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Stanbery, 
Stephens,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  Wm.  L.  Storra,  Strong, 
Sutheriand,  Swaun,  Swift,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Test, 
John  Thomson,  Tracy,  Vance,  Vomum,  Vinton, 
Washi^ton,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  WU' 
lianu,  wingate,  Toang-^. 


TowDAT,  May  26. 
The  Imgteaehmmt. 

Ut.  Stobbs,  of  New  York,  observed,  that 
as  the  Senate  would  meet  t<Mlav  as  a  conrt  of 
impeachment,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
answer  of  the  respondent.  Judge  Peck,  it  was 
indispensable  that  the  Honse  come  to  some 
order  immediately  on  the  subject.  He  there- 
fore moved  a  resolution  that  the  House  woidd, 
in  Committee^f  the  Whole,  attend  the  Bcmate 
duriog  the  trial  of  James  H.  Feck. 

Mr.  Pettis  eaxA,  he  would  like  to  know  some 
reasons  why  the  House  should  attend  the  Sen- 
ate during  the  trial.  Unless  the  attendance 
were  abs^ntely  necessary,  it  would  be  bettor 
to  be  employed  in  the  transaction  of  its  ordi- 
nary business,  and  let  the  managers  appointed 
by  the  House  attend  the  Senate,  and  oondaet 
the  proseontion.  If  the  Honse  adopted  this 
resolution,  (etdd  Mr.  P.,)  the  attendance  on  the 
Senate  would  take  up  the  whole  time  of  the 
next  session,  and  nothing  else  would  be  done. 

Mr.  Stobbs  observed  that  this  resolution  was 
conformable  to  the  us^  of  the  Honse  on  for- 
mer occasions.  The  House  would  receive,  at 
twelve  o'clock  to-day,  a  message  from  the  Sen- 
ate, that  they  are  ready  to  receive  the  House, 
and  that  seats  are  prepared  for  them.  The 
Honse  would  only  have  to  go  there  to-day,  and 
be  present  while  Judge  Peck  pute  in  hia  answer 
to  the  impeachment;  the  Hotise  will  come 
back,  and  the  Senate  will  adjourn  as  a  court 
until  the  second  Monday  of  next  sesnon.  If 
the  House  be  not  present,  the  Senate  cannot 
receive  the  plea  of  the  accused. 

Mr.  FBttib  insisted  that  the  presence  of  the 
managers  would  be  sufficient,  and  that,  if  the 
House  resolved  to  attend  the  Senate  during  the 
trial,  there  would  be  littie  other  business  done 
daring  the  next  session. 

Mr.  SuTHBBLAjn)  thought  it  would  be  wrong 
to  adopt  the  resolution.  It  would  be  very 
proper  to  go  to  the  Senate  to-day,  and  be  pres- 
ent at  the  opening  of  the  ooart  for  the  impeach- 
ment, and  receiving  the  answer  of  the  accused ; 
but  afterwards,  unless  some  very  pre^ng  oc- 
casion should  require  it,  the  presence  of  the 
House  would  be  unnecessary.  The  object  in 
appointing  managers,  was  to  leave  it  to  them 
to  conduct  the  impeachment.  He  cited  Jeffer- 
son's Manual  to  sustain  his  opinion,  and  moved 
to  modify  the  resolution  so  as  to  provide  that 
the  House  would  attend  this  day. 

Mr.  Stobbs.  Then  we  shall  have  to  adopt  a 
similar  one  every  day,  as  the  attendance  of  the 
House  is  indispensable  to  the  continoanoe  of 
the  prosecution. 
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"Mr.  WiLUuia  said  he  would  like  to  lesm 
Jrom  the  Bpeakw  what  the  praotioe  was  in 

Bach  cases. 

The  8PBAZXB  ohserved  that  every  member 
was  as  oompetent  to  inform  himself  and  jndge 
as  the  Chair;  bat  there  was  no  doabt  the  ooi- 
form  practice  had  bem  for  the  Honse  to  be 
^-eseat  at  the  trial,  as  the  accuBera  and  proa»- 
oatOTs. 

Ifr.  Stosbs  then  entered  into  a  somewhat 
detuled  examination  of  &e  subject,  in  reply  to 
Messrs.  Pbttis  and  Sutkbruitd,  to  show  that 
the  presence  of  the  Honse  was  necewary.  The 
appointment  of  managers  was  not  intended  to 
dl^>ense  with  the  presence  of  the  Hoose,  bnt, 
merely  to  act  for  the  House,  as  it  would  he  in- 
convenient for  so  large  a  body  to  act  for  itself^ 
and  tbe  maaagere  coiUd  take  no  step  withont 
consulting  the  Honae,  whicdi  mn4t  tlierefin^  be 
present. 

Mr.  MoDditib  hq>ed  bis  Mend  from  Kew 
York  wonld  remove  the  present  difficulty  by 
Boceptii^  the  modifioation  of  Mr.  SnrsKBLAim, 
and  order  for  future  arrangemrats  oonld  be 
taken  hereafter. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  Mbbobb  and 
SuTBiBLAND,  Mt.  Btosbs  acocpted  the  modifi- 
cation, and  the  resolnlaon  was  agreed  to  as  fbl- 
lows: 

SMohtd,  That  this  House  will,  this  day,  at  such 

boar  as  tbe  Senate  shall  appoint,  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  attend  in  the  Senate 
on  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  there  pending  of 
James  H.  Peck,  judge  of  the  district  conrt  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  HiBSOuri. 


Thubsdat,  May  27. 

2£aj/nille  and  Lexington  (JTy.)  Boad  BUI — 
Veto  Metaage. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  tbe  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  pri- 
vate secretary,  returning  the  bill  which  orig- 
inated in  this  Honse,  and  which  had  pa^ed 
both  Honses,  for  anthorizing  a  subscription  to 
the  stock  of  the  Maysville  and  Wa^iington 
Turnpike  Road  Company  in  Kentncky,  with 
his  reasons  at  lai^  tac  reftidng  to  sign  the 
same. 

The  Message  was  read  throiif^  by  the  olei^ 
and  heard  with  great  attention. 

When  the  reading  was  concluded,  there  arose 
a  hurried  and  anxious  debate,  involving  no 
principle  of  the  bill,  bnt  merely  the  question 
whether  the  bill  should  be  reconsidered  tna&m- 
ter^  or  whether  tbe  reconsideration  sbonld  be 
postponed  until  tp-morrow.  During  tbe  whole 
of  tuis  proceeding,  there  was  a  constant  t^- 
dency  to  debate  the  main  question,  and  an  ef- 
fort on  the  part  of  the  Chair  to  confine  the  de- 
bate to  the  question  of  postponement.  In  this 
skirmishing,  Mr.  Ibvin  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Daniel, 
Mr.  Vavoe,  Mr.  Ivokbboll,  Mr.  Bbowit,  Mr. 
PorfBB,  Mr.  P.  P.  Babboob,  Mr.  Wiokufib, 
Hx.  PoLK^  Mr.  Bbu,  Mr.  Oolehav,  Mr,  Lktoh- 


[Mat,  1880. 

bb,  Mr.  BtTBOSS,  Mr.  YASon,  and  Mr.  Bab* 
BiHGiB  took  some  part 

finally,  as  by  common  consent,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  reooosideration  should  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow,  by  which  time  the  Message,  it 
was  supposed,  wocdd  be  printed,  and  in  tto 
hands  of  every  member. 

The  qnesticm  of  printing  the  report  gave  liso 
to  some  debate,  by  reason  of  the  int^rention 
of  the  rule  requiring  one  day's  notice  tat  an 
order  for  an  extra  number  cS  oq>ie8  (rf  any  doo* 
ument.  Ft>r  the  present,  under  that  nue^  tiie 
usoal  number  only  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Bepeal     Salt  Jhity. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  engrossed  bill  entitied  "An  act  to  rednoe 
tbe  duty  on  salt;"  and  tbe  question  was  stMed, 
ShaU  tbe  bill  passt  when 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stoebs  of  Xew 
York,  tliat  tbe  said  bOl  be  recommitted  to  the 
Oopimittee  <rf  Ways  and  Means,  wlUi  inatmo- 
tiona  so  to  amend  the  aanw^  as  to  poe^Nme  any 
rednotiott  <tf  the  doty  on  salt  until  the  80th 
September,  1881. 

Mr.  S.  alleged,  as  a  reastm  for  bis  motion, 
that  he  wished  to  ^ve  the  State  of  New  York 
time  to  alleviate  by  her  legislation  tbe  effect  of 
this  measure  on  ber  interest,  and  to  adapt  her 
policy  to  a  change  which  would  inflict  ao  great 
an      on  her  peooniaiy  interests 

Mr.  P.  P.  BABBOTOinovadthepre^ons  qaes- 
tion. 

Mr,  Stavbebt  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table ;  on  which  motion  Mr.  Vihtov  demanded 
tbe  yeas  and  nays,  and  tb^  were  ordered. 

Ifr.  PoTXBB  moved  a  eeU  <tf  tbe  Honse. 

[At  this  moment  a  number  of  tbe  Senaton 
coming  into  the  Hall,  it  was  asoertnlned  that 
the  S^ate  had  a^onmed;  and  as  the  joint 
rules  of  the  two  Houses  provide  that  "no  bill 
that  shall  have  passed  one  House,  shall  be  seat  few 
concurrence  to  the  other  on  either  of  the  Uiree  last 
days  of  tbe  session,"  it  became  a  question  wheth- 
er it  would  be  worth  while  to  pass  tbe  bill  nnder 
oonsideratioD,  inasmuch  as  this  was  tbe  last 
day  on  which  a  bill  oould  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  coDcurrence,  and  the  Senate  had  now 
adjoumed.] 

Mr.  Tatlob  was  of  opinion  that,  as  the  Senate 
had  adjourned,  it  woud  be  nseleaa  to  pass  the 
bill,  as  It  ooold  not  be  sent  Ihere  for  oononr* 
renoe. 

Mr.  MoDnmB  add,  it  was  evident  that  the 
Senate  had  by  inadverteoce  overlooked  the 
rule,  and  had  a^oumed  withont  being  aware 
of  the  effect;  therefore,  doubtles^  somettung 
would  be  done  to  remove  tbe  difficulty,  as 
there  were  several  bills  which  it  was  indispm- 
sable  to  pass.  He  hoped  therefore  the  Honse 
would  go  on  with  this  bill,  and  pass  it. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babboob  thoogbc  the  bill  could  be 
sent  to  tbe  Senate,  aotwithstaDding  it  had  ad- 
joaroed.  Suppose  tbe  Senate  were  not  to  sit 
two  of  the  fbur  last  d^ys  of  the  eession,  oonld 
that  d^Te  the  Hoaae  of  the  benefit  of  all  the 
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bills  which  might  be  paned  by  it?  Sir,  (said  ; 
Hr.  B.J  the  Clerk  of  this  Hotise  can  deliver  this 
biD  to-dajr,  if  it  pass,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate^  and  the  Senate  can  to-morrow  take  it 
up  and  act  on  it.  althoagh  it  be  not  In  sessioo 
to-day  when  the  bill  goes  there. 

ICr.  Vano«  now  moved  that  the  Hoose  ad- 
jonm ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded 
by  Hr.  IiAMAB,  they  were  taken,  and  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived :  yeu  64,  nays  127. 

Hr.  Dbattok  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  a 
eaU  (tf  the  House  on  the  table ;  and  Mr.  Ranskt 
demanding  the  yeas  and  n^s  on  the  motion, 
Hr.  D.  withdrew  it ;  bat 

Jb.  SnuoUB  renewed  Ute  motion  to  lay  on 
tbe  taUcL  which  being  taken,  the  motion  for  a 
call  of  the  Honse  was  ord»ed  to  lie  on  the 
tatdeb  The  qnesdon  was  then  taken  on  lining 
the  VOX  on  the  table,  and  negatived:  yeas  8^ 
nays  97. 

The  previous  qneetlon  was  then  seconded  by 
a  majority  of  tlie  House ;  and  the  previous 
qoestion  was  carried  1^  yeas  and  nay»r-108  to 
76.  So  that 

The  main  question  was  at  last  pnt  on  tbe 
passage  of  the  bill,  and  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive: yeaa  105,  nays  8S. 

So  the  Inll  was  passed,  and  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  oononrrenoe. 

rwhen  the  roQ  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
calling  and  the  Olerk  reached  the  name  of  Mr. 
Tasobt,  of  EuDtncky,  Kr,  T.  rose,  and  said, 
he  knew  he  was  oat  of  order,  bat  still  he  wish- 
ed to  state  the  reason  which  governed  his  vote, 
as  be  was  going  to  change  the  vote  he  had  for- 
merly given  on  this  bill.  We  are  in  poasession 
of  intdligeoce  (said  Mr.  Y.)  that  the  West  In- 
dia trade  will  now  be  opened ;  and  as  the  West 
Indies  have  salt  in  abandance,  and  the  western 
eonntry  has  provisions  in  abnndance,  one  being 
exchanged  for  the  other,  will  reduce  the  price 
of  salt  in  the  West  to  the  poor  man.  It  was 
that  be  felt  interested  for,  and  this  indaoed  him 
to  ehange  his  vote.  Mr.  Y.  did  not  of  coarse 
make  taeae  nonarks  without  being  called  to 
ordbr  repeatedly,  both  by  the  Hoose  and  the 
ChuT,  but  be  persisted  in  saying  thns  mnch 
b^xe  he  TOted.] 

Molauet  and  Sum. 

Tbe  engrossed  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on 
molanes,  and  to  allow  a  drawback  on  rum 
distilled  from  foreign  molasses,  was  next  read 
tbe  third  time,  a^d  pat  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  BAsmNOBB  moved  the  previous  qnestion, 
fearing  that  debate  might  arise  on  tbe  Dill,  and 
endanger  it  by  delay. 

Mr.  V  AHOi  moved  to  lay  tbe  bill  on  the  table, 
wlueh  was  n^tived;  and 

Tbe  i«evioaa  qaestion  being  seconded  aiid 
agreed  to.  tJie  qnestion  was  pat  on  tbe  passage 
of  the  biD,  uid  dedded  in  the  affirmative  by 
yeas  and  nays— 117  to  60. 

So  this  bill  was  passed,  and  ordered  to  be 
tept  to  tiie  Senate  for  cononrrenoe. 


Feidat,  May  28. 
The  Veto  Mmage. 

The  House  then,  according  to  order,  proceed- 
ed to  the  oondderation  of  the  Message  of  the 
Frendent  of  the  United  States  reftising  hia  as- 
sent to  the  bill  for  a  sabsoription  of  stock  in 
the  Maysville  Boad  Compaoy — the  question 
being,  "Will  the  House  pass  tbe  bill,  the  objec- 
tions of  the  Prendent  notwithstanding?*' 

Mr.  Kbknoh  observed,  that,  being  perfectly 
satisfied  in  bis  own  mind  that  all  the  argamenta 
which  could  be  adduced  would  not  change  a 
single  votp  apon  the  snlt}^^  himself 
bound  to  move  the  lavvions  qnestion. 

The  qaestion  was  agreed  to  by  a  vote  of 
yeas  86,  nays  67.  So  tbe  previoas  question 
was  carried. 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  ordered, 
and  taken,  on  the  putting  of  the  main  question. 
It  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  106  to  76. 

The  main  qaestion,  which  was  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  the  objections  of  the  President 
notwithstanding,  was  then  put.  The  vote  was 
asfoUows: 

YiAS. — Messrs.  Armatrong,  yoyes  Barber,  Bart- 
ley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beekman,  John  Blair,  Boon, 
Brown,  Barges,  Cahooa,  Childs,  Chilton,  Clay,  Clark, 
Coleman,  Condict,  Cooper,  Crane,  Crawford,  Crock- 
ett, Creighton,  Crownin^eld,  John  Davis,  Demiy, 
Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Duncan,  Ihright,  Ellsworth, 
George  fiTans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett 
Find^y,  Finch,  Ford,  Forward,  Grennell,  Hawkins, 
Hemphill,  Hodges,  Howard,  HoxheB,  Hwit,  Hunting- 
ton, In^rsoll,  Irvin,  Isacks,  Johns,  Kendall,  Ken- 
Don,  Kincaid,  Lecompte,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Hallary, 
Hartindale,  L.  Uazwell,  HcCreery,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Mitcbell,  Norton,  Pearce,  Pettis,  Fiersoa,  Bamse^r, 
Randolpb,  Reed,  Kcbsrdson,  Rose,  Raasel,  Scott, 
William  B.  Sbepard,  Semmes,  Sill,  Ambrose  Spen- 
cer, Sprigg,  Stanberry,  Standifer,  Stephens,  H.  R. 
Stom,  W.  L.  Stom,  Strong,  Sutherland,  Swann, 
Swift,  Test,  John  Thomson,  Vance,  Vinton,  Waah- 
ington,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  Wickliffe, 
Tancey,  Young — 96, 

Nats. — Measrs.  Alexander,  Alien,  Alston,  Ander- 
Bon,  Angel,  Archer,  Arnold,  Bi^ley,  J.  S.  Barfooor, 
Pliilip  P.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barrlnger,  Bell,  James 
Blair,  Bockee,  Borat,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Cambre- 
ieng,  Campbell,  Caraon,  Chandler,  Claiborne,.  Coke, 
Cornier,  Cowles,  Hector  Craig,  Robert  Craig,  Croch- 
eron,  Daniel,  Davenport,  W.  R.  Davis,  Deberry, 
Desha,  De  Witt,  Drayton,  Dadlev,  Earil,  Foster, 
Gaither,  Gordon,  Gorham,  Hall,  Hanunons, 
Harvey,  Haynes,  Hinds,  Hoffbian,  Hubbard,  Jen- 
nings, Care  Johoson,  Perkina  Khig,  Adam  King, 
Lamar,  Lea,  Leiper,Loyall,  Lewis,  Lumpkin,  Ma^ee, 
Thomas  Maxwell,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  Mclntire,  Ho- 
nell,  Muhlenberg,  Nuckolla,  Overton,  Polk,  Potter, 
Powers,  Rencher  Roane,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Smith,  Speight,  Richard  Spencer,  Sterigere,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor,  Wiley  Thompson,  Trezvant,  Tacker, 
Tamom,  Yerphnck,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Campbdl  P. 
White,  Wnde,  Williams— 90. 

So  the  bill,  not  being  supported  by  two-tldrds 
of  the  House,  was  r^ected. 
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Sjltdbdat,  Hay  29. 
LouimilU  and  Portland  Canal. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  a  enb- 
■erlptioii  to  the  Btook  of  the  Louisville  and 
Portland  Oanal  Gompsaj,  was  finally  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  anthorizing  a  mb- 
Bcriptlon  to  the  stock  of  the  Washington  and 
Frederick  Road  Oompany,  was  finallj  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  authorize  the 
payment  of  the  cl^  of  the  State  of  MaBsaohn- 
setta,  for  certain  services  of  the  militia  daring 
the  late  war,  was  finally  passed. 


UoNDAT,  Kay  81. 

The  bills  which  originated  in  this  House, 
last  presented  to  the  Preudent  for  his  approba^ 
tion.  were  re  tamed  for  his  ngnatora. 

Tne  following  msBaace  aooompanied  one  of 
IliesebUli: 


[UiT,1680L 

To  the  Soute  of  RrprttuUaiive*. 

OinLniiN  :  I  have  approved  and  ^gned  the-bOl 
entitled  "  An  act  making  appTopriadons  for  exam- 
inations and  Burveys,  and  also  for  certain  works  of 
internal  {mprovements;"  but  atf  the  pbraseolo^  of 
the  section  which  appropriates  Uie  sum  of  eight 
thoosaod  dollarB  for  the  road  from  Detroit  to  Chi- 
cago, may  be  construed  to  authorize  the  applica- 
tion of  the  ftppropriatioQ  for  the  continoaoee  of  the 
road  bejosd  the  limits  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
I  dedre  to  be  nnderstood  aa  having  approved  this 
bill  with  the  nnderstan^ng  that  ne  road  uittor- 
ized  by  tUs  sectlOD  b  not  to  ba  extended  beyond 
the  ttmlta  of  the  sdd  territory.* 

JToy  SI,  188&  AKSBEW  JACESOK. 

The  bariness  of  the  session  being  finished, 
the  osaal  committee  was  appointed  to  wiut  up- 
on the  President  of  the  United  States  to  inform 
him  that  the  House  was  ready  to  a^lonm. 

The  oommittee  having  reported,  uie  Speaker 
a^Jonmed  the  Hoose  «hi«  dw. 


*  A  atronc  butnea  of  the  AAmw  cf  maUnt  nadi  In 
TwritoriM  aad  of  rnaUsf  tkurn  In  BtatM. 
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TWENTT-FIBST  C0N6KESS.-SEC0in)  SESSIOK 


PROCEEDINGS  IK  THE  SENATE. 


IfoHDAT,  December  6,  1630. 
Hue  Atkjj  at  twelve  o'docdc,  the  roll  having 
been  called  over  b  j  the  Seoratar  j  of  tho  Senate, 
(VAun  LoWBDB,)  it  appeared  that  there  were 
present  thirty-five  members;  whereapon,  Hr. 
QJOT^  of  Maryland,  President  pro  tempore,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Tioe  President,  took  the 
chair,  and  called  the  Benate  to  order.  The 
Seoetary  was  directed  to  acquaint  the  Honse 
of  BepresMitativea  that  a  qnornm  of  the  Senate 
TBB  aesembled,  and  readj  to  proceed  t3  bnsi- 
nees;  who  retomed,  and  informed  the  Senate 
tbit  the  other  Hoose  had  a^onmed  until  to- 
moROV,  at  twelve  o'dook. 


TunDAT,  December  7. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Honse  of 
RcpoecntatiTea,  informing  the  Senate  that  a 
qoorom  of  that  Honse  had  assembled,  and  were 
ntdy  to  proceed  to  business. 

The  usual  Standing  Oonunittees  of  the  Senate 
were  Uien  appointed. 

A  oommnnication  having  been  received  from 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  announcing  the 
idq>tion  hy  that  House  of  a  resolution  for  the 
ajqxnntment  of  a  committee,  on  their  part,  to 
wut  ou  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
eonjimction  with  a  ccnnmittee  on  the  utrt  of 
the  Senate,  and  to  Inform  him  tiiat  both  Houses 
hid  oiganized,  and  were  ready  to  receive  any 
emmninicatioa  that  he  might  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them,  the  Senate  oonourred  in  the 
mofaiticn,  and  appointed  a  eonmilttee  (n  their 
put 

Ur.  Gbcthdt,  from  the  joint  committee,  sub- 
Bequmtly  reported  that  ihey  had  performed 
that  duty,  and  had  received  for  answer  from 
the  Preaaent.  that  he  would,  this  day,  at  half 
pest  one  o'clock,  make  a  communication,  in 
writing,  to  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  annual  Uesaage  was 
received  from  the  President,  by  A.  J.  Domald- 
tas,  his  private  Secretary. 

FOo^OUuena  of  tht  SkntOt 

and  of  the  JBimtt  of  B^artutUaHvta  : 
Tke  pleasure  I  hsr^  la  congratuUting  yon  oa 
yov  ntora  to  your  constitutional  dotiea  h  much 


heightened  by  the  satisfkction  which  the  condition 
of  onr  beloved  country  at  this  period  justly  inspires. 
The  beneficent  Author  of  all  good  has  granted  to 
us,  during  the  present  year,  health,  peace,  and 
plenty,  and  numerous  causes  for  Joy  in  the  won- 
derful success  whidi  attends  the  progress  of  our 
free  institutions. 

With  a  populatton  anparaH^Jed  In  Its  increase, 
and  possesring  a  character  which  combines  the 
hardihood  of  enterprise  with  the  considerateness 
of  wisdom,  we  see  in  every  section  of  our  happy 
country  a  steady  improvement  in  the  means  of 
social  inturcourse,  and  correspondent  effects  upon 
the  genius  and  laws  of  our  extended  republic 

The  Bi^nrent  exoratious  to  the  harmony  of  the 
prontect  are  to  be  referred  rather  to  inevitable  dl- 
vernties  in  the  various  interests  which  enter  into 
the  composition  of  so  exteonve  a  whole,  than  to 
any  want  of  attachment  to  the  Union — ^interests 
whose  collisions  serve  only,  in  the  end,  to  foater 
the  spirit  of  conciliation  and  patriotism,  so  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  that  union  which,  I  most  de- 
Tontly  hope.  Is  desUned  to  prove  imperishable. 

In  the  midst  of  these  bleariogs,  we  have  recently 
witnesBod  changes  In  the  condition  of  other  na- 
tions, which  may,  in  their  consequences,  c^  for 
the  utmost  vigilante,  wisdom,  and  unanimity,  in 
oar  councils,  and  the  exerclBe  of  aU  the  modetation 
and  patriotism  of  our  people. 

-The  important  mo<Ullcauons  (tf  their  government, 
effected  with  so  much  courage  and  wisdom  by  the 
people  of  IVanoe,  afford  a  luppy  presage  of  their 
future  course,  and  has  naturally  elicited  from  the 
kindred  feelings  of  this  nation  that  spontanoous 
and  universal  burst  of  applause  in  which  you  hare 
participated.  In  congratulating  yon,  my  fellow- 
dtisens,  upon  an  event  so  bus[^oub  to  the  dearest 
interests  of  manUnd,  I  do  no  more  than  respond 
to  the  voice  of  my  country,  without  transcendhig, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  that  salutary  maxim  of  the 
illustrious  Washington,  wliich  enjoins  an  abstinenoo 
from  all  interference  with  the  internal  affairs  of 
other  nations.  From  a  people  exercising,  in  the 
most  nnlhnlted  degree,  tiie  right  of  self-gorern- 
ment,  and  ei^oying,  as  derivra  from  this  proud 
oharaeterisUc,  under  the  &vor  of  heaven,  much  Of 
the  hapidnesswith  which  they  are  blessed ;  a  peofde 
who  can  ptdnt  In  triumph  to  their  free  inatitutions, 
and  challenge  comparison  with  the  fruits  they  bear, 
08  well  as  with  the  moderation,  intelligence,  and 
energy,  with  which  they  are  administered;  from 
,  such  a  peoplflb  the  deepest  sympathy  was  to  be  ex- 
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pected  in  a  atruegle  for  the  sacred  principles  of 
liberty,  conductedin  a  apirit  every  way  worthy  of 
the  cause,  and  crowned  by  an  beroie  moderation 
which  has  disarmed  revolution  of  Ua  terrors.  Not- 
withstanding the  strong  assurances  wtuch  the  man 
whom  we  so  rincerely  love  and  justly  admire  bu 
{^ven  to  the  world  of  the  high  character  of  the 
present  King  of  the  French,  and  which,  if  sustained 
to  the  end,  will  secure  to  him  the  proud  appellation 
of  Patriot  King,  it  is  not  in  hia  success,  but  in  that 
of  the  great  principle  which  has  borne  him  to  the 
throne — ^tbe  paramount  authority  of  the  public  will 
-^bat  the  AioericaB  pe<^  r^oiee. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  yon  that  the  anticipations 
which  were  mdulged  at  the  date  of  my  last  com- 
munication on  the  subject  of  onr  fbreign  affurs, 
have  been  fully  realiiied  in  several  important  par- 
ticulars. 

An  arrangement  has  been  effected  with  Great 
Britun,  in  relation  to  the  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  ber  West  IncUa  and  North  American 
oolonies,  which  boa  settled  a  question  that  has  for 
years  afforded  matter  for  contention  and  almost 
uninterrupted  discussion,  and  has  been  the  subject 
of  no  less  than  six  negotiations,  in  a  manner  which 
promises  results  highly  favorable  to  the  parties. 

The  abstract  ^it  of  Great  Britain  to  monopo- 
Uie  the  trade  with  her  colonies,  or  to  exclude  us 
from  a  participation  therein,  has  never  been  denied 
by  the  United  States.  But  we  have  contended, 
and  with  reason,  that  if,  at  any  time,  Qreat  Britdn 
may  demre  the  productions  of  this  country  as  ne- 
eessu7  to  her  colonies,  they  must  be  received  upon 

Erincifdcs  of  just  recipro(»ty  ;  and  furtiier,  that  it 
<  mabiDE  an  invidious  and  unfriendly  ^stinction, 
to  open  ner  colonial  ports  to  the  Teasels  of  other 
nations,  and  close  tbem  against  those  of  the  United 
Sutes.- 

Antecedentiy  to  1*794,  a  portion  of  our  produc- 
tions was  admitted  into  the  colonial  islands  of  Great 
Britun,  by  particular  concesuou,  limited  to  the 
term  of  one  year,  bat  renewed  from  year  to  year. 
In  the  transportation  of  these  productions,  how- 
erer,  onr  vessels  were  not  allowed  to  engage ;  this 
being  a  privilege  reserved  to  British  sluii^g,  by 
which  alone  our  produce  could  be  taken  to  the 
islands,  and  tiieirs  brought  to  us  in  retura.  From 
Newfoundland  and  ber  continental  possessions,  all 
our  productions,  as  well  as  our  vends,  were  ex- 
cluded, with  occational  relaxations,  by  which,  in 
seasons  of  distress,  the  former  were  admitted  In 
British  bottoms. 

By  the  treaty  of  1794,  she  offered  to  concede  to 
us,  lor  a  limited  time,  the  right  of  carrying  to  her 
West  India  possessioiis,  in  our  vessels  not  exceed- 
ing seventy  tons  burden,  and  upon  the  same  terms 
as  British  vessels,  any  productions  of  the  United 
States  which  British  vessels  might  import  there- 
from. Bat  this  privilege  was  coupled  with  con- 
ditions which  are  supposed  to  have  led  to  its  nyec- 
tion  by  the  Senate ;  that  is,  that  American  vessels 
should  laud  their  return  cargoes  in  the  United 
States  only ;  and,  moreover,  that  they  should,  dur- 
ing  the  continuance  of  the  privilege,  be  precluded 
from  carrying  molasses,  sugar,  coffee,  cocoa,  or 
cotton,  either  from  those  islands  or  from  the  United 
States,  to  any  other  part  of  the  world.  Great  Brit- 
ain readily  consented  to  expunge  this  article  from 
the  treaty;  and  subsequent  attempts  to  arrange 
the  terms  of  the  trade,  either  by  treaty  stipulations 
or  concerted  legislation,  having  fdled.  It  has  been 
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successively  suspended  and  allowed,  according  to 
the  varying  legislation  of  the  parties. 

The  following  are  the  prominent  points  which 
have.  In  later  years,  separated  the  two  Govern- 
ments. Besides  a  restriction,  whereby  oil  importa- 
tions ini»  her  colonies  in  American  vessels  are  con- 
fined to  our  own  products,  carried  hence,  a  restric- 
tion to  which  it  does  not  appear  that  we  have  ever 
objected,  a  leading  object  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  has  been  to  prevent  us  from  becomhig  the 
carriers  of  British  West  India  commo^ties  to  any 
other  country  than  our  own.  On  the  part  of  the 
United  SUtM,  it  has  been  contended,  1st  That  the 
subject  should  be  regulated  by  treaty  etipolatiom 
in  preference  to  separate  legislation ;  2d.  That  oor 
productions,  when  imported  into  the  colonies  in 
question,  should  not  be  subject  to  higher  duties 
than  the  productions  of  the  mother  country,  or  of 
ber  other  ^lonial  possessions ;  and  3d.  That  onr 
Teasels  should  be  allowed  topiirlldpate  la  tiie  tir- 
cuftooB  trade  between  the  JMteA  States  and  di& 
ferent  parts  of  the  British  domini<ms. 

The  first  point,  after  havii^  been,  for  a  long 
time,  strenuously  inasted  upon  by  Great  Britain, 
was  given  up  by  the  act  of  Payment  of  July, 
1826 ;  all  Teasels  sufEered  to  trade  with  the  colonise 
bdng  permitted  to  clear  from  thence  with  any  ar- 
ticles which  British  Teasels  might  export ;  and  pro- 
ceed to  any  part  of  the  wortd.  Great  Britain  and 
her  dependencies  alone  excepted.  On  our  part, 
each  of  the  above  points  had,  in  succesrion,  been 
explicitly  abandoned  in  negodations  preoe^ng  tiiat 
of  which  the  result  is  now  announced. 

This  arrangement  secures  to  the  United  States 
every  advantage  asked  by  them,  and  which  the 
state  of  the  negotiation  allowed  us  to  insist  upon. 
The  trade  will  be  placed  upon  a  footing  decidedly 
'  more  &vorable  to  this  country  than  any  on  whit^ 
it  ever  stood ;  and  our  commerce  and  navigation 
will  eqjoy,  in  the  colonial  ports  of  Great  Britain, 
every  privilege  allowed  to  otiier  nations. 

That  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  so  fiur  as  It 
depends  on  this  trade,  will  be  greatly  promoted  by 
the  new  arrangement,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  b- 
dependentiy  of  the  more  obvions  advantages  of  an 
open  and  direct  Intercourse,  its  estaiilisbment  win 
be  attended  with  other  consequences  of  a  higher 
value.  That  which  has  been  nrried  on  since  the 
mutual  interdict  under  all  the  expense  and  Ineon- 
venience  unavoidably  incident  to  it,  would  \»-n 
been  In^apportably  onerous,  had  it  not  bem,  la  a 
great  degree,  lightened  by  concerted  evasions  En 
the  mode  of  making  the  transshipments  at  what  are 
called  the  neutral  porta.  These  indirections  are 
inconnstent  with  the  dignity  of  nationa  that  have 
so  many  motivea,  not  only  to  cherish  feelings  of 
mutual  friendship,  but  to  maintain  such  relations 
as  wis  stimulate  their  respective  citizens  and  sob- 
jects  to  efforts  of  direct,  open,  and  honorable  com- 
petition only;  and  preserve  them  fW>m  the  lofln- 
ence  of  seductive  and  vitiating  circsmstances. 

When  your  preliminary  interpotition  was  asked 
at  the  close  of  the  last  sesrion,  a  copy  of  the  in- 
structions under  which  Mr.  UcLane  has  acted,  to- 
gether with  the  communications  which  had  at  that 
time  passed  between  him  and  the  British  Govern- 
ment, was  laid  before  yon.  Althoogh  there  baa 
not  been  any  thing  in  the  acts  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments  which  requires  secrecy,  it  was  thought  moat 
proper.  In  the  then  state  of  the  nc«otiation,  to  nudie 
that  communication  a  oonAdentiu  me.'  So  soon, 
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lowerer,  aa  the  evidence  of  execution  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain  is  received,  the  whole  matter  gbaii 
be  laid  before  7011,  when  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
aj^ndieiision  wfaicli  appears  to  have  suggested  one 
of  the  proTisioDS  of  the  act  pnased  at  your  last  ses- 
rioo,  tb«t  the  restoration  of  the  trade  in  qnestion 
might  be  connected  with  other  Bubjeots,  and  was 
sought  to  be  obtained  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  public 
interest  in  other  particulars,  was  wholly  unfounded ; 
and  that  the  change  which  lias  taken  place  in  the 
views  of  the  British  Government  has  been  induced 
1^  oondderationa  as  htmorable  to  boUi  parties,  aa, 
Itnat,  the  reaolt  wtll  prove  benefidaL 

This  detdrable  resnlt  waa,  it  will  be  seen,  greatly 
promoted  by  the  liberal  and  confiding  provtaiona 
of  the  act  of  CoDgresB  of  the  laat  session,  by  which 
our  ports  were,  upon  the  reception  and  annuncia- 
tion by  the  Freadent  of  the  required  assurance  on 
the  part  of  Groat  Britain,  forthwith  opened  to  her 
TesHk,  before  the  arningenient  conld  be  carried 
into  efl^t  on  her  part;  putndng,  in  this  act  of 
proBpeative  legislation,  a  fflmilar  course  to  that 
adopted  by  Great  Britain,  in  aboUsbiag,  by  her  act 
of  Patiiament,  in.  1825,  a  restriction  then  existing, 
and  permitting  our  vessels  to  elear  from  the  colomea, 
on  Uielr  return  voyages,  for  any  ftoretgn  country 
whatever,  before  Brit^  vessels  had  been  relieved 
from  the  restriction  imposed  by  our  law,  of  return- 
ing directi J -from  the  United  States  to  the  colonies 
~a  restriction  which  she  required  and  expected 
that  we  should  abolish.  Upon  each  occasion,  a 
Emited  and  temporary  advantage  has  been  given  to 
the  opposite  party,  but  an  advantage  of  no  impor- 
tance in  comparison  with  the  restoration  of  mutual 
Mnfideoee  and  good  fe^nga,  and  the  ultimate  es- 
tatdialunent  of  ue  trade  npon  fUr  prindidea. 

It  gives  me  onfeigsed  pleasure  to  assure  you 
that  uds  negotiation  has  been,  throughout,  charac- 
terized bj  the  most  frank  and  friendly  spirit  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  and  concluded  in  a  manner 
■trengly  io^cative  of  a  sincere  desire  to  enltivate 
the  bcM  relatifflu  with  the  United  States.  To  re- 
ciprocate this  ^qiorition  to  the  fhllest  extent  of 
my  abOity,  is  a  duty  which  I  shall  deem  it  a  priv- 
ilege to  (fiacharge. 

Alihongh  the  result  Is,  itself,  the  best  commen- 
tary on  the  services  rendered  to  his  country  by  our 
Xi^ster  at  the  court  of  St.  James,  it  would  be 
dtring  violence  to  my  fselinga  were  I  to  dismiss  Uie 
subject  without  expresnng  the  very  high  sense  I 
f^Wfrtiitn  of  the  talent  and  exertion  which  have 
been  ^^ilayed  by  him  on  the  occasion. 

The  injury  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
resulting  from  the  exdnnon  of  our  vessels  from  the 
Black  &a,  and  the  prerious  footing  of  mere  suf- 
fezasce  upon  which  even  the  limited  trade  enjoyed 
by  OS  with  Turkey  has  hitherto  been  placed,  have, 
Soe  a  Imw  time,  been  a  eoorce  of  much  solidtnde 
to  Ibis  Government;  and  several  endeavora  have 
been  made  to  obtdn  a  better  state  of  things.  Sen- 
iSde  of  the  importanee  of  the  object,  I  felt  it  my 
doty  to  leave  00  proper  means  unemployed  to  ao- 
qdre  for  our  flag  the  same  privileges  that  are  en- 
joyed by  tbe  iwincipal  powers  of  Europe.  Cum- 
BdniODera  were,  conseqnentiy,  appdnted  to  open 
a  n^otiaUon  with  tbe  Sublime  Fone.  Not  loi^ 
after  the  member  of  tbe  commisnon  who  went  di- 
teetly  from  the  United  States  had  sailed,  tbe  ac- 
coonl  of  the  treaty  of  Adriaaople,  by  which  one  of 
the  objects  in  view  was  supposed  to  be  secured, 
reached  this  country.  The  Black  Sea  waa  under- 
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stood  to  be  opened  to  ua.  Under  the  supposition 
that  this  was  tiie  case,  the  additional  fadlities  to 
be  derived  from  the  establishment  of  commercial 
reguhitions  with  the  Porte  were  deemed  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  require  a  prosecution  of  the 
negotiation  as  originally  contemplated.  It  was, 
therefore,  persevered  in,  and  resulted  in  a  treaty, 
which  will  be  forthwith  lud  before  the  Senate.  * 

By  its  provi^ons,  a  free  passage  is  secured,  with- 
out limitation  of  time,  to  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  to  and  from  the  Black  Sea,  including  the 
navigation  thereof;  and  our  bade  with  Turkey  ts 
nJaoed  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nation. 
The  latter  is  an  arrangement  wholly  independent 
of  the  treaty  of  Adrianople ;  and  the  farmer  de- 
rives much  value,  not  only  from  the  increased 
security  which,  under  any  circumstances,  it  would 
give  to  tiie  right  in  question,  but  from  the  &ct, 
ascertained  in  the  course  of  die  negotiation,  that, 
by  tbe  oonstmction  put  npon  that  treaty  by  Tmv 
key,  the  article  relating  to  the  passage  of  the  Bos- 
phonis  ia  confined  to  nations  having  treaties  with 
the  Porte.  Tbe  most  friendly  feelings  appear  to 
be  entertained  by  the  Sultan,  and  an  enhghtened 
disposition  is  evinced  by  him  to  foster  the  inter> 
course  between  the  two  countries  by  the  moat  lib- 
eral arrangementa.  This  diapodtion  it  will  be  our 
duty  and  interest  to  cherish. 

Our  relations  with  Russia  are  of  the  most  stable 
character.  Respect  for  that  Empire,  and  confi- 
dence in  its  friendship  towards  the  United  States, 
have  been  so  long  entertained  on  onr  part,  and  so 
carefully  cherished  by  the  present  Em;»ror  and  hia 
llluatriouB  predecessor,  as  to  have  become  incorpo- 
rated with  uie  public  sentiment  of  the  United  States. 
No  means  will  be  left  unemployed  on  my  part  to 
promote  these  salutary  feelings,  and  those  im- 
provements of  which  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  two  countries  is  susceptible,  and  which 
have  derived  increased  importance  from  our  treaty 
with  the  Sublime  Forte. 

I  sincerely  regret  to  inform  yon  that  onr  Minis- 
ter latdy  commia^ned  to  that  Court,  on  whose 
distingniabed  talents  and  great  experience  in  pub' 
lie  aS£irB  I  place  great  reliance,  baa  been  compeUed, 
by  extreme  indispoution,  to  exercise  a  privilege, 
which,  in  consideration  of  the  extent  to  which  his 
constitution  has  been  impaired  in  the  public  ser- 
vice, was  committed  to  his  discretion— -of  leaving 
temporarily  hia  post  for  tbe  advantage  of  a  more 
genial  climate. 

11^  as  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  improvement  of  his 
health  should  be  such  as  to  justify  him  in  doing  so, 
he  will  repair  to  St.  Petersburg,  and  resume  tbe 
discharge  of  his  otBcial  duties.  I  have  received 
the  most  satisfactory  assurance  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  public  interests  in  that  quarter  will  be 
preserved  from  prejudice,  by  the  intercourse  which 
be  will  continue,  through  the  Secretary  of  Legation, 
with  the  Russian  cabinet. 

You  are  apprised,  although  the  fact  has  not  yet 
been  officially  announced  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, that  a  treaty  was,  in  the  month  of 
Uan^  last,  concluded  between  the  United  States 
and  Denmark,  by  which  $660,000  are  secured  to 
our  citixens  as  an  indemnity  for  spoliations  npon 
their  commerce  in  tbe  years  1808,  1809,  1810,  and 
1811.  This  treaty  was  sanctioned  bythe  Senate  at 
the  close  of  its  last  session,  and  it  now  becomes 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  pass  the  necessary  laws  for 
the  organization  of  the  Board  of  CommisEdoDeis  to 
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distribtite  the  iodemuit;  amongst  the  claimants.  It 
is  an  agreeable  circumstance  of  this  adjustment, 
that  its  terms  are  Id  conformity  with  the  prerioualy 
ascertained  views  of  the  claimanta  themselves; 
thus  removing  ail  pretence  for  a  future  agjtatioa  of 
the  sabject  in  any  form. 

The  nego^tioDB  in  regard  to  sach  pdnta  Id  our 
foreign  relations  as  remained  to  be  adjusted,  have 
been  actively  prosecuted  during  the  recess.  Ma- 
terial advances  have  been  made,  which  are  of  a 
character  to  promise  favorable  results.  Our  coun- 
try,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  is  not  in  a  ^toatioa  to 
invite  aggresBion;  uid  it  will  be  oar  &iilt  If  she 
ever  becomes  bo.  Sincerely  dedrous  to  enltivate 
the  most  Uberai  and  Mendly  relations  with  all; 
ever  ready  to  Mfll  onr  engagements  with  scrupu- 
lous fidelity ;  limiting  our  demands  upon  others  to 
mere  justice ;  holding  ourselves  ever  ready  to  do 
unto  them  as  we  would  wish  to  be  done  by,  and 
av<Hding  even  the  appearance  of  undue  partisUty 
to  any  nation,  it  appears  to  me  impos^bte  that  a 
dmple  and  sincere  application  of  our  principles  to 
our  foreign  relations  can  f^  to  place  them  ulti- 
mately upon  the  footing  on  which  it  is  our  wish 
they  ^ould  rest. 

Of  the  poiuta  referred  to,  the  most  prominent 
are,  our  claims  upon  France  for  spoliations  upon 
our  commerce ;  similar  clums  upon  Spun,  toge- 
ther with  embarrassments  in  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  two  countries,  which  ougSt  to 
be  removed ;  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce and  navigation  with  Uexico,  which  has  been 
so  long  in  suspense,  as  well  as  the  final  settlement 
of  limits  between  ourselves  and  that  republic;  and, 
finally,  the  arbitrament  of  the  question  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britda  in  ref^rd  to  the 
northeastern  IranndMry. 

The  negotiation  wiui  France  has  been  condncted 
by  our  luniater  with  zeal  and  ability,  and  in  all 
respects  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  Although  the 
prospect  of  a  favorable  termination  was  occasion- 
ally dimmed  by  counter  pretensions,  to  which  the 
United  States  could  not  assent,  be  yet  had  strong 
hopes  of  being  able  to  arrive  at  a  satis&ctory  set- 
tlement with  the  late  Government.  The  negotia- 
tion has  been  renewed  with  the  present  authorities ; 
and,  senffible  of  the  general  and  lively  confidence 
of  our  citizens  in  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of 
regenerated  France,  I  regret  the  more  not  to  have 
it  In  my  power,  yet,  to  announce  the  result  so  con- 
fidently anticipated.  No  ground,  however,  incon- 
^tent  with  this  expectation,  has  been  taken ;  and 
I  do  not  allow  myself  to  doubt  that  justice  will 
Boon  be  done  to  us.  The  amount  of  the  claims, 
the  length  of  time  they  have  remaned  imsatlsfied, 
and  their  incontrovertible  justice,  make  an  earnest 
prosecution  of  them  by  this  Government  an  urgent 
duty.  The  illegality  of  the  seizures  and  conSsca- 
tious  ont  of  which  they  hare  arisen  is  not  disputed ; 
and  irtiatever  distinctions  may  have  heretofore 
been  set  up  in  regard  to  the  liability  of  the  exlst- 
ing  Government,  it  is  quite  clear  that  aaeh  oondd- 
erations  cannot  now  be  interposed. 

The  commercial  intercourse  between  the  two 
countries  is  susceptible  of  highly  advantageous 
improTementB ;  bnt  the  sense  of  this  ii^nty  hai 
had,  and  must  continue  to  have,  a  very  unuvonble 
influence  upon  them.  From  its  satisfactory  adjust- 
ment, not  only  a  firm  and  cordial  Mendship,  but  a 
progressive  development  of  all  their  telaUooB,  may 
be  expected.  It  is,  therefbre,  my  earnest  hope 
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that  this  old  and  vexatious  subject  of  diffbrence 
may  be  speedily  removed. 

I  feel  that  my  confidence  In  our  appeal  to  the 
motives  which  should  govern  a  just  and  magnani- 
mous nation,  is  alike  warranted  by  tfae  character  of 
tfae  French  people,  and  by  the  Ugh  voodherwa 
possess  for  the  enbrged  views  and  pure  hitegritj 
of  the  monarch  who  now  presides  over  their  coun- 
cils ;  and  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to 
meet  any  manifestation  of  the  spirit  we  anticipate 
in  one  of  corresponding  frankness  and  liberality. 

The  subjects  of  difi^nce  with  Spain  have  been 
brongfat  to  the  view  of  that  Government,  by  onr 
Minbter  there,  with  much  fbroe  and  propriety ;  and 
the  strongest  aasaraucei  have  been  received  of 
theh*  early  and  fovorable  consideration. 

The  steps  which  remained  to  place  the  nutter  la 
controversy  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  iairly  before  the  arbitrator,  have  all  been 
taken  in  the  same  liberal  and  ftiendly  spirit  irtiidi 
characterised  those  before  announced.  Recent 
events  have  doubtiess  served  to  delay  the  decision, 
but  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  the  distinguished 
arbitrator  has  been  assured  that  it  will  be  made 
witlun  the  time  contemplated  by  the  treaty. 

I  am  particularly  gratified  in  being  able  to  stats 
that  a  decidedly  mvoroble,  and,  as  I  hope,  lasting 
change  has  been  effected  in  our  relations  with  the 
neighboring  repubUc  of  Mexico.  The  unfortonata 
and  unfounded  ensidefoDB  fn  regard  to  our  dispod- 
don,  which  It  became  my  painful  duty  to  advert  to 
on  a  former  occasion,  have  been,  I  believe,  entirely 
removed ;  and  the  Government  of  Mexico  boa  been 
made  to  understand  the  real  character  of  the 
wishes  and  views  of  this  in  regard  to  that  country. 
The  consequence  ia,  the  eatabhahment  of  fHendahlp 
and  mutual  eonfldenee.  Such  ore  the  assorances 
which  I  have  received,  and  I  see  no  cause  to  doubt 
their  ^cerity. 

I  had  reason  to  expect  the  conclndon  of  a  com- 
mercial treaty  with  Mexico  in  season  for  commoni- 
cation  on  the  present  occasion.  C^umstancee 
which  are  not  expbUned,  bat  which,  I  am  per- 
suaded, are  not  the  resnlt  of  an  Indtepontion  on 
her  part  to  enter  into  it,  have  produced  the  delay. 

There  was  reason  to  fear,  is  the  course  of  the 
last  summer,  that  the  harmony  of  our  relations 
might  be  disturbed  by  the  actaof  cert^  claimanta, 
under  Mexican  grants,  of  territory  which  has  hither- 
to been  under  oar  jurisdiction.  Tfae  co-opeistioa 
of  the  representative  of  Mexico  near  this  Govern- 
ment was  ai^ed  on  the  oceaaion,  and  was  readily 
aiforded.  Instructione  and  advice  hare  t>een  given 
to  the  Governor  of  Arkansas  and  the  officers  in 
command  in  the  ai^oining  Mexican  State,  by  which^ 
it  is  hoped,  the  quiet  of  that  frontier  vrill  be  pre- 
served, until  a  final  settlement  of  the  dividing  lim 
shall  have  removed  all  ground  of  controversy. 

Tfae  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  treaty  con- 
dnded  last  year  with  Austria  has  not  yet  taken 
[dace.  The  delav  has  t>een  occasioned  by  the  non- 
arrival  of  the  ra^cation  of  that  Government  with- 
in the  time  prescribed  by  the  treaty.  Renewed 
authority  has  been  asked  for  by  the  representative 
of  Austria;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  ra^ddly  in- 
creasing trade  and  navigation  between  tiie  two 
coancries  bare  been  placed  upon  the  most  Uberai 
footing  of  onr  navigation  acts. 

Several  alleged  depredations  faave  been  reeentij 
committed  on  our  commerce  by  tfae  nationd  ves- 
sels of  FortogaL  niey  hare  been  mode  the  anfagcot 
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of  imnediate  remoiiBtnuice  aai  recUraatioo.  I  am 
not  yet  possessed  of  sofficienC  infonnation  to  ex- 
press  a  definitive  oiHoion  of  their  character,  but 
expect  soon  to  receive  it.  Ko  proper  means  shall 
be  omitted  to  obtun  for  oar  citizens  all  the  redress 
to  which  they  ma;  ftppeu  to  be  enUtled, 

Almost  at  the  moment  of  the  a^oumment  of 
your  last  aeadon,  two  bills,  the  one  entitled  **  An 
■et  foe  making  appropriations  for  building  light- 
homes,  ligbtboats,  beacons,  and  monuments,  plac- 
log  buoys,  and  for  improviog  harbors  and  directing 
Birreys^"  and  the  other,  "An  act  to  aathorize  a 
nbscription  for  stodc  in  the  LomniUe  ud  Port- 
land Csnal  Company,**  were  sabmitted  for  my  ap- 
provaL  It  was  not  poaaible,  within  the  time  ^- 
lowed  me,  before  the  close  of  the  session,  to  give 
these  bills  the  consideration  which  was  due  to  their 
character  and  importance ;  and  I  was  compelled  to 
retain  them  for  that  purpose.  I  now  avail  myself 
(tf  this  early  opportunity  to  return  them  to  the 
Houses  in  which  they  respectively  originated,  with 
the  reasons  which,  alter  mature  deliberation,  com- 
pel me  to  withhold  my  approval 

The  practice  of  defraying  oat  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  es- 
tablishment and  sapport  of  lighthouses,  beacons, 
booys,  and  public  piers,  within  the  bays,  inlets, 
harbors,  and  porta  of  the  United  States,  to  render 
the  navigation  thereof  safe  and  easy,  is  eoevat  with 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitation,  and  has  been  con- 
tinoed  without  interruption  or  dispute. 

As  our  fisreigo  commerce  increased,  and  was  ex- 
tended into  the  interior  of  the  country  by  the  es- 
ublisfament  of  ports  of  entry  and  delivery  upon  our 
sari^able  rivers,  the  sphere  of  thow  expenditures 
received  a  corresponding  enlar^ment.  Ught- 
hoases,  beae<»is,  buoys,  public  tuers,  and  the  re- 
moval of  sand  bats,  sawyers,  and  other  partial  or 
temporary  impediments  in  the  navigable  rivers  and 
harbors  which  were  embraced  in  the  revenue  dis- 
tricts from  time  to  time  established  by  law,  were 
aatiiorised  upon  the  same  principle,  and  the  ex- 
pense defrayed  in  tito  nme  manner.  That  these 
expenses  have  at  times  been  extravagant  and  dis- 
proportionate, is  very  probable.  The  circum- 
stances  under  which  they  are  incurred,  are  well 
calculated  to  lead  to  snch  a  result,  unless  their  ap- 
plication is  subjected  to  the  closest  scrutiny.  The 
local  advantages  arismg  from  the  disbarsement  of 
public  money  too  frequentiy,  it  is  to  be  feared,  In- 
vite appropriations  for  objects  of  this  ehuaoter 
thit  are  neitiiflr  necessary  nor  osefiiL  The  number 
of  lighthouse  keepers  is  already  very  large,  and  the 
bill  before  me  proposes  to  add  to  it  fifty-one  more, 
of  various  descriptions.  From  representations  upon 
the  Bidiiect,  which  are  understood  to  be  entitied  to 
respect,  I  am  indoced  to  believe  that  there  has  not 
only  been  great  improvidence  in  the  past  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government  upon  these  objects,  but 
that  the  security  of  navigation  has,  in  some  in- 
ctances,  been  diminished  by  the  multiplication  of 
lighthouses,  and  consequent  change  of  hghts,  upon 
the  coast.  It  is  in  this,  as  in  other  respects,  our 
duty  to  avoid  tU  unnecessary  expense,  as  well  as 
every  increase  of  patronage  not  called  for  by  the 
public  service.  Bat,  in  the  discharge  of  that  duty 
in  this  partscolar,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that,  in 
relation  to  oar  foreign  commerce,  the  burden  and 
benefit  of  protecting  and  accoounodating  it  neces- 
sarily go  together,  and  mast  do  so  as  long  as  the 
pobGc  revenue  is  drawn  from  the  people  through 
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the  custom  house.  It  is  indisputable,  that  what- 
ever gives  facility  and  security  to  navigation,  cheap- 
ens imports ;  and  all  who  consume  them  are  alike 
interested  in  whatever  produces  this  effect.  If  they 
consume,  they  ought,  as  they  now  do,  to  pay ; 
otherwise,  they  do  not  pay.  The  consumer  in  the 
most  inland  Slate  derives  the  same  advantage  firom 
every  necessary  and  prudent  expenditure  for  the 
facility  and  security  of  our  foreign  commeree  and 
navigation,  that  he  does  who  resides  in  a  maritime 
State.  Local  expenditures  have  not,  of  themselveB, 
a  correspondent  operation. 

From  a  bill  maluDg  dirwt  appropriations  for  such 
objects,  I  diould  not  have  withheld  my  assent 
The  one  now  returned  doea  so  in  several  particu- 
lars, but  it  also  contains  appropriations  for  surveys 
of  a  local  character,  which  t  cannot  approve.  It 
gives  me  satisfaction  to  find  that  no  serious  incon- 
venience has  arisen  from  withholding  my  approval 
from  this  bill ;  nor  will  it,  I  trust,  be  cause  of  regret 
that  an  opportunity  will  be  thereby  afforded  for 
Congress  to  review  its  proviuons  under  circum- 
stances better  calculated  for  full  Investigation  than 
those  under  wluch  it  was  passed. 

In  speaking  of  direct  appropriations,  I  mean  not 
to  include  a  practice  which  has  obtained  to  some 
extent,  and  to  which  I  have,  in  one  instance,  in  a 
different  ci^city,  given  my  assent — that  of  sub- 
scribing to  uie  stock  of  private  associations.  Posi- 
tive experience,  and  a  more  thorough  considera- 
tion of  the  subject,  have  convinced  me  of  the  im- 
propriety as  well  as  inexpediency  of  such  invest- 
ments. All  improvements  effected  by  the  funds  of 
the  nation,  for  general  use,  should  be  open  to  the 
eiyoyment  of  all  our  fellow-citizens,  exempt  from 
the  payment  of  tolls,  or  any  imposition  of  that 
character.  The  practice  of  thus  mingling  the  con- 
cerns of  the  Oovertiment  with  those  of  the  States 
or  of  individuals,  is  inconustent  with  the  object  of 
its  institution,  and  highly  impolitic.  The  successful 
operation  of  the  federal  system  can  only  be  pre- 
served by  confining  it  to  the  few  and  simple,  bat 
yet  important  objects  for  which  It  was  designed. 

A.  (Ufferent  practice,  if  allowed  to  progress,  would 
ultimately  change  the  character  of  this  Govern- 
ment, by  consolidating  into  one  the  General  and 
State  Cfovernments,  which  were  intended  to  be 
kept  forever  distinct.  I  cannot  perceive  how  bills 
authorizing  such  subscriptions  can  be  otherwise 
regarded  uan  as  InUs  for  revenue,  and  consequent- 
ly subject  to  the  rule  in  that  respect  prescribed  by 
the  constitution.  If  the  interest  of  the  Govem- 
meiA  in  private  companies  is  subordinate  to  that  of 
individuals,  the  management  and  control  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  public  funds  is  delegated  to  an  authority 
unknown  to  the  constitution,  aud  beyond  the  super- 
vision of  our  constituents;  if  superior,  its  officers 
and  agents  will  be  constantly  exposed  to  imputa- 
tions of  &voriti8m  and  oppression.  Direct  preju- 
dice to  the  public  interest,  or  an  ahenation  of  the 
affections  and  respect  of  pwrtioos  of  the  people, 
may,  therefore,  in  addition  to  the  general  discredit 
resulting  to  the  Government  from  embarking  with 
its  constituents  in  pecuniary  speculations,  be  looked 
for  as  the  probable  fruit  of  such  associations.  It  is 
no  answer  to  this  otgection  to  say  that  the  extent 
of  consequences  like  tiiese  cannot  be  great  from  a 
limited  and  small  number  of  investments ;  because 
experience  in  other  matters  teaches  us,  and  we  are 
not  at  hberty  to  disregard  its  admonftlons,  that, 
unless  an  entire  atop  be  piA  to  them,  It  will  soon 
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be  impos^ble  to  prerent  their  accumulation,  until 
the;  are  spread  over  the  whole  country,  and  made 
to  embrace  manv  of  the  private  and  appropriate 
concerns  of  indindnals. 

The  power  which  the  General  GoTenunent  would 
acquire  within  the  several  States  \>j  beconuDg  the 
principal  atockholder  in  corporations,  controlling 
every  canal  and  each  sixty  or  hundred  miles  of 
every  important  road,  and  giving  a  proportionate 
vote  in  ul  th^  elections,  is  almost  inconceivable, 
and,  in  my  view,  dangerooa  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people. 

This  mode  of  ai(Un{|  such  works  is,  also,  in  its 
natnre,  deceptive,  and  m  many  cases  conducive  to 
improvideoce  in  the  administration  of  the  national 
funds.  Appropriations  will  be  obtained  with  much 
greater  facility,  and  granted  with  leas  security  to 
the  public  interest,  when  the  measure  is  tlius  dis- 
guised, than  when  definite  and  direct  expenditures 
of  money  are  asked  for.  The  interests  of  tiie  na* 
tion  would  doubtless  be  better  served  by  avoiding 
all  such  iacUrect  modes  of  «d)ng  particular  objecta. 
In  a  Government  like  ours,  more  especially,  should 
all  pnblio  acts  be,  as  for  as  practicable,  simple,  and 
undiKUised,  and  intelligible,  that  they  may  become 
fit  aidyeots  for  the  aNprotwtion  or  animadverdon 
of  the  people.  The  bUl  authorldnff  a  mbeoription 
to  the  Louisrille  and  Fordand  Canal  affords  a 
StriUng  illustration  of  the  difficulty  of  withholding 
additional  appropriations  for  the  same  object,  when 
the  first  erroneous  step  has  been  taken  by  institute 
ing  a  partnerstup  between  the  Government  and 
private  companies.  It  proposes  a  third  subscrip- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  when  each 
prececUng  one  was  at  the  time  regarded  as  tiie  ex- 
tent of  the  aid  which  Govemment  was  to  render  to 
that  work ;  and  the  accompanying  bill  for  light- 
houses, Ac,  contains  an  appropriation  for  a  survey 
of  the  bed  of  the  river,  with  a  view  to  its  improve- 
ment, by  removing  the  obstruction  which  the  canal 
Is  deugned  to  avoid.  This  improvement,  if  suc- 
cessful, would  afford  a  free  passage  to  the  river, 
and  render  the  canal  entirely  useless.  To  such  im- 
providence is  the  course  of  legislation  subject,  in 
relation  to  internal  improvements  on  local  matters, 
even  with  the  beat  intentions  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress. 

Although  the  motives  which  have  influenced  me 
in  this  matter  may  be  already  suffldentiy  stated, 
I  am,  nevertheleaa,  induced  by  ita  importance,  to 
add  a  few  observations  of  a  general  character. 

In  my  objections  to  the  bills  anthoriziDg  sub- 
scriptions to  the  Ifaysville  and  Rockville  Road 
Companies,  I  expressed  my  views  fully  in  regard  to 
the  power  of  Congress  to  conatruct  roads  and 
canals  within  a  State,  or  to  appropriate  money  for 
imi»ovements  of  a  local  character.  L  at  the  same 
time,  intimated  my  belief  that  the  r^^t  to  make 
appropriation  for  such  as  were  of  a  national  char- 
acter had  been  so  generally  act«d  upon,  and  so 
long  acquiesced  in  by  the  Federal  and  State  Gov- 
emments,  and  the  constituents  of  each,  as  to  jus- 
tify its  exercise  on  the  ground  of  continued  and 
uninterrupted  usage ;  but  that  it  was,  nevertheless, 
Ughly  expedient  that  appropriations,  even  of  tiiat 
character,  should,  with  the  exception  made  at  the 
time,  be  deferred  nntil  the  national  debt  is  paid, 
and  that,  in  the  meanwhile,  some  general  rule  for 
the  action  of  the  Govemment  In  that  reqwot  ought 
to  be  established. 

These  suggestions  were  not  necenaiy  to  the  de- 
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cision  of  the  question  then  before  me ;  and  were,  I 
readily  admit,  intended  to  awaken  tiie  attention, 
and  draw  forth  the  opinions  and  observatimia  of 
our  eonstitoents  npon  a  anlgeot  of  the  liighest  Im> 
portance  to  tfadr  interests,  and  one  destined  to 
exert  a  powerfiil  infiuence  upon  the  fitture  opera- 
tions of  our  political  system.  I  know  of  no  tribor 
nal  to  wldch  a  pubhc  man  in  this  country,  in  a  ease 
of  doubt  and  difficulty,  can  appeal  with  greater  ad- 
vantage or  more  propriety,  than  the  judgment  of 
the  peoT^e;  and  althongn  I  must  neoessarily,  in 
the  dischorffe  of  my  ofBoal  duties,  be  governed  by 
the  dictates  of  my  own  judgment,  I  have  no  dedro 
to  conceal  my  aniious  wish  to  conform,  as  fitf  as  I 
can,  to  the  views  of  those  for  whom  I  act. 

All  irregular  expresfflons  of  public  oiNnion  are  of 
necessity  attended  with  some  doubt  as  to  thdr  ac- 
curacy; but,  making  tall  allowances  on  that  ac- 
count, I  cannot,  I  think,  deceive  myaelf  in  believing 
that  tiie  acts  referred  to,  as  well  as  the  so^eetions 
which  X  allowed  myself  to  make  in  relation  to  their 
bearing  upon  the  future  operations  of  the  Govem- 
ment, have  been  approved  by  the  great  body  of 
the  people.  That  those  whose  Immediate  pecu- 
niary interests  are  to  be  affected  by  proposed  eX" 
pen^tures  should  shrink  &om  the  ^luication  of  • 
rule  which  imfers  thdr  more  geneial  and  remote 
interests  to  those  which  are  perscnul  and  immo' 
diate,  is  to  be  expected.  But  even  such  objeetioos 
must,  from  the  nature  of  our  population,  be  but 
temporary  in  theur  duration ;  and  if  it  were  other- 
wise, our  course  should  be  the  aame,  for  the  time 
is  yet,  I  hope,  iar  distant,  when  those  intrwted 
with  power  to  be  exeidaed  for  the  good  of  the 
whole,  will  conrider  it  either  honest  or  wise  to  pur- 
chase local  &Tor  at  the  sacrifice  of  prindjde  and 
the  general  good. 

So  understanding  pnblic  sentiment,  and  thorough* 
ly  satisfied  that  the  best  interests  of  our  common 
country  imperiously  require  that  the  course  which 
I  have  recommended  in  thia  regard  should  be  adopt- 
ed, I  have,  upon  the  most  mature  consideration, 
determined  to  pursue  it. 

It  is  due  to  candor,  as  well  as  to  my  own  feel- 
ings, that  I  should  express  the  reluctance  and  anx- 
lety  which  I  must  at  idl  times  experience  in  exer- 
cising the  undoubted  right  of  the  Exeoative  to 
withhold  his  assent  from  bills  on  other  grounds 
than  their  unconstitutionality.  That  this  right 
should  sot  be  exercised  on  dight  oocaaiona,  all  will 
admit.  It  is  only  in  matters  St  deep  interest,  when 
the  principle  involved  may  be  justly  regarded  as 
next  in  importance  to  infractions  of  the  constitu- 
tion itself  that  such  a  step  can  be  expected  to  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  the  people.  Such  an  occa- 
sion do  I  conacientioualy  beUeve  the  present  to  be. 
In  the  cUscbai^  of  this  delicate  and  highly  reqion- 
sible  duty,  I  am  sustained  by  the  reflection  tlut  the 
exercise  of  this  power  has  been  deemed  condstent 
with  the  obligation  of  official  duty  by  several  of  mjr 
predeceseora ;  and  by  the  peraua^n,  too,  that 
whatever  liberal  institutions  may  have  to  fear  from 
the  encroachments  of  Executive  power,  which  has 
been  everywhere  the  cause  of  so  much  strife  and 
bloody  contention,  but  littie  dan^r  is  to  be  appre- 
hended from  a  precedent  by  which  that  authority 
denies  to  itself  the  exercise  of  powers  that  bring 
in  their  train  influence  and  patronage  of  great  ex- 
tent ;  and  thus  excludes  tiie  operation  of  personal 
interests,  everywhere  the  bane  of  official  trusL  I 
di(Hive,too,  no  small  degree  of  satisfhetionfrom  tha 
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refleetioii,  tfaBt,  if  I  hftve  mistaken  the  interarts 
•Bd  wishes  of  the  peoj4e,  the  crastitotlon  affords 
the  means  of  soon  redresfdng  the  error,  Belect- 
iog  for  the  pUee  their  &vor  haa  bestoved  upon  me 
a  dticen  whose  opinions  may  accord  witn  their 
own.  I  trat,  In  the  mean  ^ue,  the  intereets  of 
tibe  natlmt  will  be  sared  from  prdudice,  hj  a  rigid 
api^cation  of  that  portioa  of  the  paUio  funds 
wUeh  might  otherwise  be  applied  to  different  ob- 
jects— to  mat  highest  of  all  our  obligationB,  the  pay- 
ment of  the  pablic  debt,  and  an  opportuidty  be 
aSbrded  for  the  adoption  of  some  better  role  for 
the  operations  of  the  Oorernment  in  this  matter 
than  anj  which  has  hitherto  been  acted  upon. 

Prowimdlj'  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
the  Bofc^ect,  not  merely  as  it  relates  to  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  country,  bnt  to  the  safety  of  the 
federal  system,  I  cannot  avoid  repeating  my  ear- 
nest hope  that  all  good  citizens,  who  take  a  proper 
isteTest  in  the  Buccess  and  liarmony  of  our  admi- 
rable poUtieat  institutions;  and  who  are  incatuble 
of  demring  to  convert  an  oppoute  state  of  tiiiun 
into  means  for  the  gratification  of  personal  ambi- 
lioD — will,  laying  aside  minor  constderaUons^  and 
ifiscarding  local  prejudices,  unite  Adr  honert  ex- 
ertions to  establish  some  fixed  general  principle, 
which  shall  be  calculated  to  effect  the  greatest  ex- 
tent ol  public  good  in  r^i;ard  to  the  subject  of  inter- 
nal improrement,  and  afford  the  least  ground  for 
seedonal  discontent. 

The  general  ground  of  my  objection  to  local  ap- 
propriations has  been  heretofore  expressed ;  and  I 
shall  endeavor  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  what  has 
been  already  urged — the  importance  of  sustaining 
the  State  sovereignties,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with 
the  rigbtful  action  of  the  Federal  Government,  and 
of  presernng  the  greatest  attainable  harmony  be- 
tween them.  I  wul  now  only  add  an  expression  of 
my  conTfetlfm — a  conviction  which  every  day^s 
experience  serves  to  confirm — that  the  political 
creed  which  inculcates  tiie  pursuit  of  those  great 
objecta  as  a  paramonnt  duty  is  the  true  faith,  and 
one  to  which  we  are  mainly  indebted  for  the  pres- 
eot  sooeees  of  the  entire  system,  and  to  which  we 
Burt  alone  look  fbr  its  fliture  stability. 

That  there  are  diverrities  in  the  interests  of  the 
liferent  States  which  compose  this  extensive  con* 
federacy,  must  be  adnutted.  'Diose  diversities, 
arising  from  situation,  climate,  population,  and 
porsnits,  are  donbtiess,  as  it  is  natural  they  should 
be,  gready  exaggerated  by  jealousies,  and  that 
qMt  oi  rinlrT  BO  uueparalMe  from  neighboring 
coomnnities.  Thrae  drcnmstanees  make  it  the 
doty  of  those  who  are  intrusted  with  the  manage- 
meat  of  its  afbirs  to  neutralize  their  effects  as  far 
18  practicable,  by  making  the  beneficial  operatioa 
of  the  Federal  Government  as  equal  and  equitable 
among  the  several  States  as  can  be  done  con- 
riitaitly  with  the  great  ends  of  its  institution. 

It  U  only  necessary  to  refer  to  undoubted  fbcts, 
to  see  how  far  the  past  acts  of  the  Government 
upon  the  subject  under  conMderation  have  fallen 
Aori  of  this  object.  The  expenditures  heretofore 
made  for  internal  improvements  amount  to  upwards 
of  five  miHioufl  of  dollars,  and  have  been  distrib- 
oted  in  very  unequal  proportions  amongst  the 
States.  The  estimated  expense  of  works  of  which 
sarfeyi  have  been  made,  together  with  that  of 
others  projected  and  partially  surveyed,  amount  to 
won  than  ninety-six  millions  of  dollars. 

That  such  improTements,  on  aocoont  of  partloa- 


lar  drcnmstanees,  may  be  more  advantageously 
and  benefiaally  made  in  some  States  than  in  others, 
is  doubtless  true ;  but  that  they  are  of  a  character 
which  should  prevent  an  equitable  ctistribntion  of 
the  funds  amongst  the  several  States,  is  not  to  be 
conceded,  ^e  want  of  this  eqidtable  distribution 
cannot  ful  to  prove  a  prolific  source  of  Irritatim 
amongst  the  States. 

We  have  it  constantiy  before  our  eyes,  that  pro- 
fessions of  superior  zeal  in  the  cause  of  internal 
improvement,  and  a  dispontion  to  lavish  the  public 
fhnds  upon  objects  of  that  character,  are  daily  and 
eamestiy  put  forth  by  aspirants  to  power,  as  consti- 
tuting the  highest  claims  to  the  confidence  of  the 
people.  Would  it  be  strange,  under  such  circum- 
stances, and  in  times  of  great  ex<utement,  that 
grants  of  this  description  should  find  their  motives 
m  objects  which  may  not  accord  with  the  public 
good?  Those  who  have  not  had  occanon  to  see 
and  regret  the  indication  of  a  «nister  infiuence  in 
these  matters  in  past  times,  have  been  more  for- 
timate  than  myself  in  their  observation  of  the 
course  of  public  affaira.  If  to  these  evils  be  added 
the  combinations  and  angry  contentions  to  which 
such  a  course  of  things  ^ves  rise,  with  their  bale- 
ful infiuences  upon  the  legislation  of  Congress 
touching  the  leading  and  appropriate  duties  of  the 
Federal  Government,  it  was  but  doing  justice  to  the 
oharacter  of  our  peoide  to  expect  the  severe  con^ 
denmation  of  the  past  which  uie  recent  exhibition 
of  pulific  sentiment  has  evinced. 

Nothing  short  of  a  radical  change  in  the  action 
of  the  Government  upon  the  subject,  can,  in  my 
opinion,  remedy  the  evU.  If^  as  it  would  be  natur^ 
to  expect,  the  States  which  liave  been  least  favor- 
ed in  past  appropriations  riionld  in^  on  bdng 
redressed  in  those  hereafter  to  be  made,  at  the 
expense  of  the  States  which  have  so  largely  and 
disproportionately  participated,  we  have,  as  matters 
now  stand,  but  little  security  that  the  attempt  would 
do  more  than  change  the  inequality  from  one  quar- 
ter to  another. 

Thus  viewing  the  subject,  I  have  heretofore  felt 
it  my  duty  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  some 
|dan  for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  funds  which 
may  at  any  time  remain  in  the  Treasury  after  the 
national  debt  shall  have  been  paid,  among  the 
States,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their  repre- 
sentatives, to  be  applied  by  them  to  objects  of 
internal  improvcibent. 

Although  thisjAau  has  met  with  favor  In  some 
portions  of  the  ifidon,  it  has  also  elicited  oUections 
which  merit  deliberate  conddentioo.  A.  brief 
notice  of  these  ol^ections  here  will  not,  therefore,  I 
trust,  be  regarded  as  out  of  jdace. 

They  rest,  as  far  as  they  have  come  to  my  fcnowU 
edge,  on  the  following  grounds :  1st,  an  objection 
to  the  ratio  of  distribution ;  2d,  an  apprehenrion 
that  the  existence  of  such  a  regulation  would  pro- 
duce improvident  and  oppresdve  taxation  to  raise 
the  funds  for  distribution ;  Si,  that  the  mode  pro- 
posed would  lead  to  the  construction  of  works  of  a 
local  nature,  to  the  exclufnon  of  such  as  are  general, 
and  as  would  consequently  be  of  a  more  useful 
character;  and,  last,  that  it  would  create  a  dis- 
creditable and  injurious  dependence,  on  the  port  of 
the  State  Governments,  upon  the  federal  power. 
Of  those  who  object  to  the  ratio  of  representation 
as  the  basis  of  distribution,  some  insist  that  the  Im- 
portations of  the  re^eotive  Sutea  would  constitute 
one  that  would  be  more  eqoitsbls ;  ud  othen^ 
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agftin,  that  the  extent  of  their  reapective  territories 
vould  furnish  a  standard  which  would  be  more  ex- 
pedient, and  saffideofl;  equitable.  Hie  ratio  of 
rei^esentatioa  presented  itself  to  mj  mind,  and  it  still 
does,  as  one  of  obTious  equity,  because  of  its  being 
the  ratio  of  contribution,  whether  the  funds  to  be  dis- 
tributed  be  derived  from  the  customs  or  from  direct 
taxation.  It  does  not  follow,  however,  that  its 
adoption  is  indispensable  to  the  establishment  of 
the  system  proposed.  There  may  be  conmderations 
appertaining  to  the  sabject  which  would  render  a 
departure,  to  some  extent,  from  the  rule  of  contri- 
bution, proper,  Kor  is  it  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  basis  of  distribution  be  confined  to  one  ground. 
It  may,  if,  in  the  judgment  of  those  whose  right  it 
is  to  fix  i^  it  be  deemed  politic  and  just  to  give  it 
that  character,  have  regard  to  several. 

In  my  first  message,  I  stated  it  to  be  my  opinion 
HuA  "  it  is  not  probable  that  any  adjustment  of  the 
tariff  upon  principles  satisfactory  to  the  people  of 
the  Union,  will,  until  a  remote  period,  if  ever,  leave 
the  Government  without  a  considerable  surplus  in 
the  Treasury  beyond  what  may  be  required  for  its 
current  service."  I  have  had  no  cause  to  cliange  that 
oi^nion,  but  much  to  confirm  it.  ^onld  these  ex- 
pectations  be  realized,  a  snitaUe  flmd  would  thos  be 
produced  for  the  jrian  under  consideration  to 
operate  npon;  and  if  there  be  no  soch  fund,  its 
adoption  will,  in  my  opimon,  work  no  injury  to  any 
interest;  for  I  cannot  assent  to  the  justness  of  the 
apprehension  that  the  eatabliahmentof  the  proposed 
system  would  tend  to  the  encouragement  of  Improv- 
ident  legislaUon  of  the  character  supposed.  What- 
ever the  proper  authority,  in  the  exercise  of  consti- 
tutional power,  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  decide 
to  be  for  the  general  good,  will,  in  tllat  as  in  other 
respects,  deserve  and  receive  the  acquiescence  and 
support  of  the  whole  country ;  and  we  have  ample 
security  that  every  abuse  of  power  in  that  regard, 
by  the  agents  of  the  people,  will  receive  a  speedy 
and  effectual  corrective  at  their  bands.  The  views 
wfaich  I  take  of  the  future,  founded  on  the  obvious 
and  increasing  improvement  of  all  classes  of  our 
fellow-citizens,  in  intelligence,  and  in  public  and 
private  virtue,  leave  me  without  much  apprehension 
on  that  head. 

I  do  not  doubt  tliat  those  who  come  after  as  will 
be  as  much  alive  as' we  are  to  Uie  obligation  npon 
an  the  trustees  of  political  power  to  ezompt  those 
for  whom  they  act  from  all  unneoeasary  burdens ; 
and  as  sensible  of  the  great  truth,  that  the  re- 
sources of  the  nation,  beyond  those  reqtured  for 
the  immediate  and  necessary  purposes  of  Govern- 
ment, can  nowhere  be  so  well  deposited  as  in  the 
pockets  of  the  peo^de. 

It  may  sometimes  happen  that  the  Interests  of 
p^cult^  States  would  not  be  deemed  to  coincide 
with  the  general  interest  in  rehition  to  improve- 
ment within  snch  States.  But,  if  the  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  this  source  is  sufficient  to  re- 
quire it,  a  discietioQ  might  be  reserved  to  Congress 
to  (firect,  to  such  improvements  of  a  general  char- 
acter as  the  States  concerned  might  not  be  dis- 
posed to  unite  in,  the  application  of  the  quotas  of 
those  States,  under  the  restriction  of  confining  to 
each  State  the  expenditure  of  its  appropriate  quota. 
It  may,  however,  be  assumed  as  a  safe  general 
rule,  that  such  improvements  as  serve  to  increase 
the  prosperity  of  the  respective  States  in  which 
they  are  made,  by  giving  new  facilities  to  trade, 
and  thwebj  angnwating  the  wealth  and  eomfiMrt  of 
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their  inhabitants,  constitute  the  surest  mode  of 
conferring  permanent  and  substantial  advantages 

3K>a  the  whole.  The  strength,  as  well  as  the  tme 
^  ory,  of  the  confederacy,  is  mainly  founded  on  the 
proi^rity  and  power  of  the  several  independent 
sovereignties  of  which  it  is  composed,  and  the  cer- 
tainty with  wliich  they  can  be  brought  into  suc- 
cessfU,  active  co-operation,  through  the  agency  of 
the  Federal  Qovemment. 

It  is,  moreover,  within  the  knowledge  of  such  as 
ore  at  aU  conversant  with  public  affairs,  that 
schemes  internal  improvement  have,  fh>m  time 
to  time,  been  proposed,  which,  from  their  extent 
and  seeming  magnificence,  were  regarded  as  of 
national  concernment ;  but  which,  upon  fuller  con- 
sideration and  further  experience,  would  now  be 
r^ected  with  great  unanimity. 

That  the  pun  under  considentlon  would  deriTs 
Important  advantages  from  its  certdnty;  and  that 
the  moneys  set  apart  for  these  purposes  would  be 
more  judiciously  applied  and  economically  expend- 
ed under  the  direction  of  the  State  Legislatnres,  in 
which  every  part  of  each  State  is  immediately  rep- 
resented, cannot,  I  think,  be  doubted.  In  Uie  new 
States  partietdariy,  where  a  oompaiatiTely  sduU 
population  is  scattered  over  on  extensive  soi&ce. 
and  the  representation  in  Congress  consequently 
very  limited,  it  is  natural  to  expect  that  the  appro- 
priations  made  by  the  Federal  Government  would 
be  more  likely  to  be  expended  in  the  vicinity  of 
those  members  tlirough  whose  immediate  agency 
they  were  obtidned,  than  if  the  fimdswere  ^aced 
under  the  control  of  the  Le^^datnre,  in  which  eveij 
county  of  the  State  has  its  own  representative. 
Tills  supposition  does  not  necessarily  impugn  the 
motives  of  such  Congressional  representatives,  nor 
is  it  so  intended.  We  are  all  scnnble  of  the  bias 
to  wtuch  the  strongest  minds  and  purest  hearts  ore, 
under  such  circumstances,  liable.  In  respect  to  the 
last  ottjection,  its  probable  effect  upon  the  dignity 
and  independence  of  the  State  Governments,  U 
smears  to  me  only  necessary  to  state  the  case  as 
it  IS,  and  as  it  w(nild  be  if  the  measure  proposed 
were  adopted,  to  show  tliat  the  operation  is  most 
likely  to  be  the  very  reverse  of  that  which  the  ob- 
jection supposes. 

In  the  one  case,  the  State  would  receive  its  quota 
of  the  national  revenue  for  domestic  use,  npon  a 
fixed  principle,  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  from  « 
fimd  to  the  creation  of  which  it  hod  Itself  contrib- 
;  uted  its  fUr  proportion.  Surely  there  could  be 
nothing  derogatory  in  that.  As  matters  now  stand, 
the  States  tbomaelres,  in  their  sovereign  character, 
are  not  unfrequentiy  petitioners  at  the  bar  of  the 
Federal  Legisbture  for  such  allowances  cut  of  the 
national  Treasury  as  it  may  comport  with  their 
pleasure  or  sense  of  duty  to  bestow  upon  them.  It 
cannot  require  argument  to  prove  which  of  the  two 
courses  is  most  compatible  with  the  efficiency  or 
respectability  of  the  State  Govemmeitts. 

But  all  these  are  matters  for  discussion  and  dis- 
passionate consideration.  That  the  de^red  ad- 
justment would  be  attended  with  difficulty,  affords 
no  reason  why  it  diould  not  be  attempted.  The 
effective  operation  of  such  motives  would  have 
prevented  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  under 
which  we  have  so  long  lived,  and  under  the  beni^ 
influence  of  which  our  beloved  country  has  so  sig- 
nally prospered.  The  framera  of  that  sacred  in- 
strument had  greater  difficulties  to  overcome,  and 
they  did  orercome  them.   The  patriotism  of  thr 
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people,  directed  bf  a  deep  coQTicUoa  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  UoioD,  produced  matoal  concesaioD 
sad  rec^nocal  forbeannce.  Strict  right  wu  merged 
hi  a  qnrit  of  compromise,  and  the  rMolt  haa  conse- 
erated  their  dianterested  devodoa  to  the  general 
ireal.  Unless  the  American  people  have  degener- 
ated, the  same  result  can  be  again  effected,  when- 
erer  experience  pointa  out  the  necessity  of  a  resort 
to  the  same  means  to  uphold  the  fabric  which  their 
btbars  han  reared.  It  is  beyond  the  power  of 
man  to  make  a  system  of  goTemment  like  ours,  or 
any  other,  operate  with  precise  equality  upon  States 
situated  Uke  those  which  compose  this  confeder- 
acy; nor  is  inequality  always  injustice.  Every 
State  cannot  expect  to  shape  the  measures  of  the 
General  Goreriiment  to  suit  its  own  particular  in- 
teresta.  The  esnses  which  prevent  it  are  seated  in 
the  nature  of  tliinga,  and  cannot  be  entirely  coun- 
teracted by  human  means.  Ifatnal  forb^rance, 
therefbre,  becomes  a  duty  obligatory  upon  all ;  and 
we  may,  I  am  confident,  count  oo  a  cheerful  com- 
pGanee  with  this  high  injunction,  on  the  part  of  our 
conatituents.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  they 
will  object  to  make  such  comparatively  inconsider- 
able sacrifices  for  the  preservation  of  rights  and 
privileges,  vhich  other  less  &TOred  portions  of  the 
world  EavB  in  run  waded  through  seas  of  blood  to 
acquire. 

Oar  coarse  is  a  safh  one,  if  it  be  but  faithfully 
adhered  to.  Acquiescence  in  the  constitutionally 
expressed  will  of  the  majority,  and  the  exercise  of 
that  will  in  a  spirit  of  moderation,  justice,  and 
broth eriy  kindoesa,  will  constitute  a  cement  which 
would  forever  pieserre  our  tJnlon.  Those  who 
cherish  and  inealcate  sentiments  Uhe  these,  render 
a  most  essential  service  to  thtur  country ;  whilst 
(faoae  who  seek  to  weaken  their  influence,  are,  how- 
ever conscientious  and  pr^seworthy  tluir  inten- 
dons,  in  effect  its  worst  enemies. 

the  iatelligenee  and  influence  of  the  country, 
insttad  of  laboring  to  foment  sectional  prq'udlcca, 
to  be  made  subservient  to  party  warfare,  were,  in 
good  &ith,  applied  to  the  eradication  of  causes  of 
local  discontent,  by  the  improvement  of  our  insti- 
tutions, and  by  facilitating  their  adaptation  to  the 
CMididoD  of  the  times,  this  task  wonid  prove  one 
of  teas  diffietdty.  Maj  we  not  hope  that  the  ob- 
vkras  interests  of  our  common  country,  and  the 
dictates  of  an  enlightened  patriotism,  will,  in  the 
end,  lead  the  pnbBe  mind  in  that  direction. 

After  alt,  the  nature  of  the  subject  docs  not  ad- 
mit of  a  [rian  wholly  free  from  objection.  That 
which  has  for  some  time  been  in  operatiou  is,  per- 
haps, the  worst  that  could  exist ;  and  every  ad- 
vance that  can  be  made  in  its  Improvement  is  a 
matter  eminently  worAy  of  yonr  most  deliberate 
attention. 

It  is  very  pos^ble  that  one  better  calculated  to 
effect  the  objeots  in  view  may  yet  be  devised.  If 
■0,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  who  disapprove  of 
the  past,  and  dissent  from  what  is  proposed  for  the 
fotore,  will  feel  it  their  duty  to  direct  their  atten- 
tion to  it,  as  they  must  w  senrible  that,  unless 
•ome  fixed  rule  for  the  action  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
cnment  in  this  respect  is  estabUshed,  the  course 
BOW  attempted  to  be  arrested  will  be  again  resorted 
to.  Any  mode  which  is  calculated  to  give  the 
greatest  degree  of  effect  and  harmony  to  our  legis- 
UtioB  upon  the  subject — wUch  shall  best  serve  to 
ke«t  tbie  movements  of  the  Federal  Oovernment 
within  the  si^ere  intended  by  those  who  modelled 
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and  those  who  adopted  it — ^whlch  shall  lead  to  the 
extinguishment  of  the  national  debt  in  the  shortest 
petioa,  and  impose  the  Ughtest  btvdens  npon  our 
constituents,  shall  receive  from  me  a  cordial  and 
firm  support. 

Among  the  objects  of  great  national  concern,  I 
cannot  omit  to  press  agdnupon  your  attention  that 
part  of  the  constitution  which  regulates  the  ela- 
tion of  Preddent  and  Vice  President.  The  neces- 
sity f&r  its  amendment  is  made  so  clear  to  my  mind 
by  the  observation  of  its  evils,  and  by  the  many 
able  ^scussions  which  they  have  elicited  on  the 
floor  of  Congress  and  elsewhere,  that  I  should  be 
wanting  to  my  duty  were  I  to  withhold  another 
expressioD  of  my  deep  solicitude  upon  the  subject. 
Our  system  fortunately  contemplates  a  recurrence 
to  first  principles,  diifering,  in  this  respect,  from  idl 
that  have  preceded  it,  and  securing  it,  I  trust, 
equally  against  the  decay  and  the  commotions 
which  have  marked  the  progress  of  other  Govern- 
ments. Our  fellow-citizens,  too,  who,  in  proportion 
to  their  lore  of  liberty,  keep  a  steady  eye  upon  the 
means  of  sustainuig  it,  do  not  require  to  be  re- 
minded of  ^the  duty  they  owe  to  themselves  to 
remedy  all  essential  defects  In  so  vital  a  part  of 
their  system.  While  they  are  sensible  that  every 
evil  attendant  upon  its  operation  is  not  necessarily 
io(Ucative  of  a  bad  organization,  but  may  proceed 
from  temporary  causes,  yet  the  habitual  presence, 
or  even  a  single  instance  of  evils  which  can  he 
clearly  traced  to  an  organic  defect,  will  not,  I  trust, 
be  overlooked  through  a  too  scrupulous  veneration 
for  the  work  of  thdr  ancestors.  The  constitution 
was  an  experiment  committed  to  the  virtue  and 
intelligence  of  the  great  mass  of  our  countrymen, 
in  whose  ranks  the  framers  of  it  themselves  were 
to  perform  the  part  of  patriotic  observation  and 
scrutiny  ;  and  if  they  have  passed  from  the  stage 
of  existence  with  an  increased  confidence  in  its 
general  adaptation  to  our  condition,  we  should 
leam  from  autiiority  so  high  the  duty  of  fortifying 
the  poiuts  in  it  which  time  proves  to  be  exposed, 
rather  than  be  deterred  from  approaching  them  by 
the  suggestions  of  fear,  or  the  dictates  of  misplaced 
reverence, 

A  provision  which  does  not  secure  to  the  people 
a  direct  choice  of  their  Chief  Magistrate,  but  has  a 
tendency  to  defeat  their  will,  presented  to  my  mind 
such  an  inconsistency  with  the  general  spirit  of  our 
institutions,  that  J  was  induced  to  suggest  for  your 
consideration  the  substitute  which  appeared  to  me 
at  the  same  time  the  most  likely  to  correct  the  evil, 
and  to  meet  the  views  of  our  constituents.  The 
most  mature  reflection  since  has  added  stren^^h  to 
the  belief  that  the  best  interests  of  our  country 
reqmre  the  speedy  adoption  of  some  plan  calculated 
to  effect  this  end.  A  contingency  which  some- 
times places  it  in  the  power  of  a  single  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  decide  an  election 
of  so  high  and  solemn  a  character,  Is  unjust  to  the 
people,  and  becomes,  when  it  occurs,  a  source  of 
embarrassment  to  the  iniUviduals  thus  brought  into 
power,  and  a  cause  of  distrust  of  the  representative 
body.  I^ble  as  the  confederacy  la,  tnm  Its  great 
extent,  to  parses  founded  upon  sectional  interests, 
and  to  a  corresponding  mulupUcation  of  candidates 
for  the  Presidency,  the  tendency  of  the  constitu- 
tional reference  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
is,  to  devolve  the  election  upon  that  body  in  almost 
every  Instance,  and,  wlutever  choice  may  iban  be 
made  among  tiie  can^dates  thus  proennted  to 
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them,  to  swell  tbe  InBueace  of  particular  iutereats 
to  a  degree  iocon^atent  vtth  the  general  good. 
The  conBequeacea  of  this  feature  of  the  conatitu- 
tion  appear  far  more  threatening  to  the  peace  and 
integrity  of  the  Union  than  any  which  I  can  con- 
ceive  ta  likely  to  reaolt  from  the  nmple  legialatiTe 
action  of  the  Federal  Government. 

It  was  a  leading  object  with  the  framera  of  the 
constitution  to  keep  as  separate  as  possible  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Legislative  and  Executive  branches  of 
the  Government.  To  secure  this  object,  nothing 
ia  more  essential  than  to  preserve  t^e  former  from 
the  temptations  of  private  interest,  and,  therefore, 
80  to  direct  the  patronage  of  the  latter  as  not  to 
permit  soch  temptations  to  be  offered.  Experience 
abundantly  demonstrates  that  every  preoaation  in 
this  respect  is  a  valuable  safeguard  of  liberty,  and 
one  which  my  reflections  upon  the  tendencies  of 
our  system  Incline  me  to  think  should  be  made  still 
stronger.  It  was  for  this  reason  that,  in  connection 
with  an  amendment  of  tbe  conatitntion,  removin|; 
all  intenDodiate  agency  in  the  choice  of  tbe  Preai- 
dent,  I'  recommended  some  restrictions  upon  tbe 
re-eUgibtUty  oi  tbaX  ofBcer,  and  upon  the  tenure  of 
ofBces  generally.  Tbe  reason  still  exists;  and  I 
renew  the  recommendation,  with  an  Increased  con- 
fidence that  its  adoption  will  strengthen*  those 
checks  by  which  the  constitution  designed  to  ee- 
enre  the  independence  of  each  dnArtmeoi  of  the 
OoTemment,  and  promote  tbe  healtbftil  and  equit- 
able administration  of  all  the  trusts  which  it  has 
created.  The  agent  most  likely  to  contravene  this 
design  of  the  constitution  is  the  Chief  Magistrate. 
In  order,  particularly,  that  hts  appointment  may, 
as  far  as  possible,  be  placed  beyond  the  reach  of 
any  improper  influences ;  in  order  tbat  he  may  ap- 
proach tbe  solemn  responsibilities  of  the  highest 
office  in  the  gift  of  a  free  people,  uncommitted  to 
any  other  course  than  the  strict  line  of  constitu- 
tional duty ;  and  that  the  securities  for  this  inde- 
pendence may  be  rendered  as  strong  as  the  nature 
of  power,  and  the  weakness  of  Its  possessor,  will 
admit,  I  cannot  too  eamestiy  invite  your  attention 
to  the  propriety  of  promoting  such  nn  amendment 
of  the  constitution  as  wiU  render  him  ineligible 
after  one  term  of  service. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  announce  to  Congress 
that  the  benevolent  policy  of  the  Government, 
steadily  pursued  for  nearly  thirty  years,  in  relation 
to  the  removal  of  the  Indians  beyond  the  white 
settlements,  is  approaching  to  a  happy  consumma- 
tion. Two  important  tribes  have  accepted  tbe  fwo- 
vinon  made  wr  their  removal  at  the  lairt  sesdon  of 
Congress;  and  It  is  believed  that  their  enm^ 
will  induce  the  remaning  tribes,  also,  to  seek  ue 
same  obvious  advantages. 

The  consequences  of  a  speedy  removal  will  be 
important  to  tbe  United  States,  to  individual  States, 
and  to  tiie  IntUans  themselves.  Tbe  peconiaiy  ad- 
Taotages  which  it  promises  to  the  Oovemmeot  are 
the  least  of  its  recommendations.  It  puts  an  end 
to  all  possible  danger  of  collision  between  the  au- 
thorities of  the  General  and  State  Governments,  on 
account  of  the  Indians.  It  will  place  a  dense  and 
civilized  ^pulation  in  lai^e  tracts  of  country  now 
occuiried  by  a  few  savage  hunters.  By  opening  the 
whole  territory  between  Tennessee  on  the  north, 
and  Louisiana  on  tbe  south,  to  the  settlement  of 
the  whites,  It  will  incalculably  strengthen  the 
southwestern  frontier,  and  render  the  a^acent 
Statea  strong  enough  to  repel  fotore  Inra^on  with> 
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out  remote  aid.  It  wiU  reBere  the  whole  State  of 
Uisais^ppi,  and  tbe  western  part  of  Alabama,  of 
Indian  occupancy,  and  enable  those  States  to  ad- 
vance rapidly  in  population,  wealth,  and  power. 
It  will  separate  tbe  Indians  from  immediate  con- 
tact with  settlements  of  whites;  free  them  from 
the  power  of  the  States;  enable  them  to  pursue 
happiness  In  their  own  way,  and  under  their  own 
rude  institutions ;  will  retard  the  progress  of  decay, 
which  is  lessening  their  numbers;  and  perhaps 
cause  them  graduaUy,  iinder  the  protection  of  the 
Government,  and  through  tbe  influence  of  good 
counsels,  to  cast  off  their  savage  habits,  and  be- 
come an  Interesting,  civilized,  and  Christian  com- 
munity. These  consequences,  some  of  them  so 
certain,  and  the  rest  so  probable,  make  the  com- 
plete execution  of  the  i^an  sanctioned  by  Congress 
at  their  last  session  an  object  of  much  solicitude. 

Toward  the  aborigines  of  tbe  country  no  one  can 
indulge  a  more  friendly  feeling  than  myself,  or 
would  go  further  in  attempting  to  reclaim  them 
from  their  wandering  habits,  and  make  them  a 
happy  and  prosperous  people.  I  have  endeavored 
to  Impress  upon  them  my  owv  solemn  convictions 
of  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment in  relation  to  the  State  authorities.  For  the 
justice  of  the  laws  passed  by  the  States  within  the 
scope  of  their  reserved  powers,  they  are  not  respon- 
sible to  this  Qovemment.  As  in^vlduals,  we  may 
entertdn  and  express  our  ojdnions  of  wtAr  acts; 
but,  as  a  Oovemment,  we  have  as  fittle  right  to 
control  them  as  we  rare  to  imseribe  laws  to  fm- 
eiga  nations. 

With  a  fbll  understanding  of  the  subject,  the 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes  have,  with  great 
tmanimity,  determined  to  avaU  themselves  of  the 
liberal  oflSers  presented  by  tbe  act  of  Congress,  and 
have  agreed  to  remove  beyond  the  missiBsiimi 
River.  Treaties  have  been  made  with  them,  which, 
in  due  season,  will  be  submitted  for  consideration. 
In  negotiating  these  treaties,  they  were  maite  to 
understand  their  true  condition ;  and  they  have 
preferred  maintaining  their  independence  in  the 
Western  forests  to  s&mitting  to  the  laws  of  the 
States  In  which  they  now  reside.  These  treaties 
being  probably  tbe  ust  which  will  ever  be  mada 
with  them,  are  characterized  bj  great  liberality  on 
the  part  of  the  Government.  Tbey  give  the  Indians 
a  liberal  sum  in  conndcraUon  of  their  removal,  and 
comfortable  subsistence  on  their  arrival  at  their 
new  homes.  If  it  be  their  real  intei«Bt  to  main- 
tain a  separate  existence,  they  will  there  be  at 
liberty  to  do  so  without  the  inconveniences  and 
vexations  to  which  they  would  nnavddably  have 
been  subject  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi 

Humanity  has  often  wept  over  the  fate  of  the 
aborigines  of  this  country ;  and  philanthropy  has 
been  long  bnnly  employed  in  devinng  means  to 
avert  it.  Bnt  Its  progress  baa  nerw  fbr  a  mommt 
been  arrested;  uid  one  by  one  have  many  power> 
ful  tribes  disappeared  from  the  earth.  To  follow 
to  the  tomb  the  last  of  bis  race,  and  to  tread  on 
the  graves  of  extinct  nations,  exdtes  melancholy 
reflections.  But  true  philanthropy  reconciles  the 
mind  to  these  vicissitudes,  as  it  does  to  the  extinc- 
tion of  one  genetatioQ  to  make  room  for  another. 
In  the  monuments  and  fortresses  of  an  unknown 
peoi^e,  spread  over  the  extensive  regions  of  the 
West,  we  behold  the  memorials  of  a  once  powerful 
race,  which  was  exterminated,  or  has  disappeared, 
to  nuke  room  Cor  tbe  exlBtittg  aarage  tribes.  Kor 
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is  (h«re  tny  thing  in  this,  which,  upon  a  compre- 
beDrive  view  of  general  intereata  of  the  human 
race,  is  to  be  regretted.  Philanthropy  could  not 
viab  to  see  this  continent  restored  to  the  condition 
io  which  it  was  found  by  our  fcirebthers.  What 
mod  man  would  prefer  a  eonntiy  covered  with 
forarts,  ud  ranged  by  a  few  thousand  saTagea,  to 
oiir  extemdve  repablie,  studded  with  cities,  towns, 
and  prosperous  ferma;  embelHshed  with  all  the 
unproTements  which  art  can  devise,  or  industry 
execute  -,  occupied  by  more  than  twelve  millions 
of  bappy  people,  and  filled  with  all  the  bleaungs  of 
fiberty,  drilization,  and  religion  I 

Tbe  present  policy  of  the  Goreniixient  Is  but  a 
continnation  of  the  same  progressive  chanee,  by  a 
milder  proeesB.  The  tribes  which  occupied  tbe 
countries  now  constituting  the  Eastern  States  were 
aooilulated,  or  Iiave  melted  away,  to  make  room 
for  the  whites.  The  waves  of  population  and  ci^l- 
Iiation  are  rolEng  to  the  westward;  and  we  now 
iwopose  to  acquire  the  countries  occujued  by  the 
nd  men  of  tbe  south  and  west,  by  a  ftir  exchange, 
and,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  to  send 
them  to  a  land  where  their  existence  may  be  pro- 
longedr  and  perhaps  made  perpetual.  Doubtless  it 
will  be  painful  to  leave  tbe  graves  of  their  fathers ; 
but  what  do  they  more  than  our  ancestors  did,  or 
than  our  children  are  now  doing  f  To  better  their 
conation  in  an  nnknowa  had,  our  ferefetbers  left 
an  that  was  dear  in  earthly  otijects.  Oar  children, 
by  thoosanda,  yearly  leave  tbe  land  of  their  birth, 
to  seek  new  homes  ia  distant  regions.  Does  hu- 
manity weep  at  these  punful  separations  fVom 
evn7  thing,  animate  and  inanimate,  with  which  the 
vom^  heart  has  become  entwined?  Far  from  it. 
it  is  isther  *  source  of  joy  that  our  country  affords 
scope  where  our  young  population  may  range  un- 
constrained in  body  or  in  mind,  developing  the 
power  and  fecnltiea  of  man  in  their  highest  perfec- 
tion. These  remove  hundreds,  and  almost  thou- 
sands of  miles,  at  their  own  expense,  purchase  the 
lands  they  occupy,  and  support  themselves  at  their 
new  home  from  the  moment  of  their  arrival.  Can 
it  be  cruel  in  this  Government,  when,  by  events 
wUch  it  cannot  control,  the  Inffiao  ia  made  discon- 
tented in  Us  ancient  liome,  to  purdiase  Us  lands, 
to  g^ve  Um  a  new  and  extennve  territory,  to  pay 
tbe  expense  of  his  removal,  and  support  bim  a  year 
in  bia  new  abode  ?  How  many  thousands  of  our 
own  people  would  gladly  embrace  the  opportunity 
of  removing  to  the  West  on  such  condiUoosI  If 
tfie  offers  made  to  the  Indiana  were  extended  to 
tikem,  they  would  be  baDed  with  gratltade  and  joy  I 

And  is  it  supposed  that  the  wandering  savage 
has  a  stronger  attachment  to  his  home  than  me 
•etded,  dvilized  Christian  f  Is  it  more  afflicting  to 
Um  to  l^ve  the  graves  of  hia  fathers,  than  it  is  to 
oar  brothers  ana  cUldrenf  Rightly  conmdered, 
the  poHcy  of  the  General  Government  towards  tbe 
red  nian  ia  not  only  liberal  but  generoua.  He  is 
onwOling  to  submit  to  tbe  lava  of  the  States,  and 
mingle  with  their  population.  To  save  him  from 
tfaw  alternative,  or  perhaps  utter  annihilation,  the 
General  Government  kindly  offera  him  a  new  home, 
•od  proposes  to  pay  the  whole  expense  of  his  re- 
mov^  and  settlement. 

In  the  consummation  of  a  policy  originating  at 
an  caily  period,  and  ateaiUIy  pursued  by  every  ad- 
Miiriatraaoa  within  tbe  present  century — so  just  to 
the  Statee,  and  ao  generous  to  the  Indivta,  the 
Bicentivfl  ieeU  it  has  a  ri^t  to  expect  the  co- 


operation  of  Congress,  and  of  all  good  and  disin- 
terested men.  The  States,  moreover,  have  a  right 
to  demand  it.  It  was  substantially  a  part  of  the 
compact  which  made  them  members  of  our  con- 
federacy. With  Georgia,  there  ia  an  express  con* 
tract;  with  tbe  new  States,  an  implied  one,  of 
equal  obligation.  Why,  in  authoring  Ohio,  In- 
diana, Illinois,  Missouri,  Misdssippi,  and  Alabama, 
to  form  constitutions,  and  become  separate  States, 
did  Congress  include  within  their  limits  extensiva 
tracts  of  Indian  lands,  and,  in  some  instances, 
powerful  Indian  tribes  f  Was  it  not  understood  by 
both  parlies  that  the  power  of  tbe  States  was  to  be 
co-extendve  with  their  Umits,  and  that,  with  all 
convenient  despatch,  the  General  Government 
should  extinguish  the  Indian  tide,  and  remove 
every  obstruction  to  the  complete  jurisdiction  of 
the  State  Governments  over  the  soil?  Probably 
not  one  of  those  States  would  have  accepted  a 
separate  existence — certitinly  It  would  never  have 
been  granted  by  Congress — ^had  it  been  understood 
that  they  were  to  be  confined  forever  to  those 
small  portions  of  their  nominal  territory,  the  In- 
dian titie  to  wUch  had  at  tbe  time  been  extin- 
guished. 

It  is,  therefore,  a  duty  which  this  Government 
owes  to  the  new  States,  to  extinguish,  as  soon  as 
posuble,  the  Indian  title  to  all  lands  wUch  Con< 
greas  themselves  have  inclnded  within  their  limits. 
Wheo  this  is  done,  the  duties  of  tbe  General  Gov- 
ernment in  relation  to  the  States  and  Indians  with* 
in  their  Umits  are  at  an  end.  The  Indians  may 
leave  the  State  or  not,  as  they  choose.  The  pur- 
chase of  their  lands  does  not  alter,  in  the  least, 
their  personal  relations  with  the  State  Government. 
No  act  of  the  General  Government  has  ever  been 
deemed  necessary  to  ^ve  the  States  jurisdlctioa 
over  the  persona  of  the  In^ans.  That  they  possess, 
by  virtue  of  their  sovereign  power  within  their  own 
limits,  in  as  full  a  manner  before  as  after  tbe  por- 
chase  of  the  Indian  lands;  nor  can  this  Govern- 
ment add  to  or  ^mioish  it. 

May  we  not  hope,  therefore,  that  all  good  do- 
zens, and  none  more  zealoosly  than  those  who 
think  the  Indians  oppressed  by  subjection  to  the 
laws  of  the  States,  wSl  unite  in  attempting  to  open 
the  eyes  of  those  children  of  the  forest  to  their 
true  condition ;  and,  by  a  speedy  removal,  to  re- 
lieve them  from  the  evils,  rral  or  imaginary,  pres- 
ent or  prospective,  with  which  they  may  be  sup- 
posed to  be  threatened. 

Among  the  numerous  oanees  of  congratulation, 
the  eonditimi  of  onr  Impost  revenue  deserves  spe- 
cial mention,  inasmuch  as  it  promises  the  means  of 
extinguishing  the  public  debt  sooner  than  was  an- 
ticipated, and  famiahee  a  strong  illustration  of  the 
practical  (^cts  of  the  present  tariff  upon  our  com- 
mercial Interesta. 

The  ol^ect  of  the  tariff  is  otjccted  to  by  some  as, 
unconatitutional ;  and  it  is  considered  by  almost  all 
as  defective  in  many  of  its  parts. 

The  power  to  impose  duties  on  imports  originally 
belonged  to  tbe  several  States.  The  right  to  ad- 
just those  duties  with  a  view  to  the  encouragement 
of  domestic  branches  of  industry  ia  ao  comfdetely 
incidental  to  that  power,  that  it  is  difficult  to  sop- 
pose  the  e^tence  of  the  one  without  the  other. 
The  States  have  delegated  their  whole  authority 
over  imports  to  the  General  Government,  without 
lindtiUion  or  restriction,  saving  the  very  Inconsid- 
eraUs  reeerratlon  rdadog  to  weir  inspection  laws. 
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This  authority  having  thus  entirely  passed  from 
the  Statee,  the  right  to  exercise  it  for  the  parpose 
of  protection  does  sot  exist  Id  them ;  aad,  conse- 
queotly,  if  it  be  not  possessed  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, it  must  be  extinct.  Our  political  eyrtem 
vonld  thus  presoit  the  uioDuly  of  a  people  stripped 
of  the  r%ht  to  fester  thtir  own  indiutnr,  and  to 
counteract  the  most  selfish  and  destrucuve  policy 
which  might  be  adopted  by  forel^  nations.  This 
sorely  cannot  be  the  case  ;  this  indispensable  power, 
thus  surrendered  by  the  States,  must  be  within  the 
scope  of  the  authority  on  the  subject  expressly 
delisted  to  CoiuiresB^ 

la  this  conclnsion,  I  am  conflnaed  as  well  by  the 
oi^nions  of  Presidents  Washington,  Jefferson, 
Uadison,  and  Monroe,  who  have  each  repeatedly 
recommended  the  exercise  of  this  right  under  the 
constitution,  as  by  the  uniform  practice  of  Con- 
gress, the  coQtloued  acquiescence  of  the  States, 
and  Uie  general  understanding  of  the  people. 

The  difficulties  of  a  more  expedient  adjustment 
of  the  present  tariff,  althoag^  grot,  are  far  from 
bdng  insuarmount&ble.  Some  are  unwilling  to  im- 
prove any  of  its  parts,  because  they  would  destroy 
tbe  whole ;  others  fear  to  touch  the  objectionable 
parts,  lest  those  they  approve  should  be  jeoparded. 
I  am  persuaded  that  the  advocates  of  tliese  con- 
fliotiog  views  do  iqjustioa  to  the  American  people, 
and  to  thdr  Bepmentatives.  The  general  interest 
is  the  interest  of  each;  and  my  cmfideiice  is  en- 
tire, that,  to  enAire  the  adoption  of  such  modifica- 
tions of  the  tariff  as  tbe  general  interest  requires, 
it  is  only  necessary  that  that  interest  should  be 
understood. 

It  is  au  infirmity  of  our  nature  to  mingle  our 
interests  and  prejudises  with  the  operation  of  our 
reasoning  powers,  and  attribnte  to  the  objects  of 
our  likes  and  dislikes  qoolities  they  do  not  possess, 
and  eSbcts  they  cannot  produce.  The  effects  of 
the  present  tariff  are  doubtless  overrated,  both  in 
its  evils  and  in  its  advantages.  By  one  class  of 
reasoners,  the  reduced  price  of  cotton  and  other 
egticultuiml  products  is  ascribed  wholly  to  its  iidu- 
ence ;  and  by  another,  the  reduced  price  of  manu- 
factured articles.  The  probability  is,  that  neither 
opinion  approaches  the  truth,  and  that  both  are 
induced  by  that  influence  of  interests  and  preju- 
dices to  which  I  have  referredi  The  decrease  of 
prices  extends  throu^out  the  commercial  world, 
embracing  not  only  the  raw  material  and  the  man- 
n&ctured  article,  but  provisions  and  lands.  The 
cause  must,  tiierefore,  be  deeper  and  more  per- 
vading than  the  tariff  of  the  United  Butes.  It 
may,  in  a  measure,  be  attributable  to  tbe  increased 
value  of  tbe  precious  metals,  produced  by  a  diminu- 
tion of  tbe  supply,  and  an  increase  in  the  demand ; 
while  commerce  has  rapidly  extended  itself,  and 
population  has  augmented.  Hie  supjdy  of  njld 
and  diver,  the  general  medium  of  exchange,  us' 
*  been  greatly  Interrupted  by  civil  eonvnUone  in  tbe 
countries  from  which  they  are  inindpally  drawn. 
A  port  of  the  effect,  too,  is  doubtless  owug  to  an 
increase  of  operatives  and  improvements  In  ma- 
chinery. But,  on  the  whole,  it  is  questionable 
whether  tbe  rednctim  in  the  price  of  lands,  pro- 
duce, and  znanuioc tores,  has  been  greater  thu  the 
appreciation  of  the  standard  of  value. 

While  the  cbief  object  of  duties  should  be  reve- 
nue, tbey  may  be  so  adjusted  as  to  encourage  man- 
ufactures, bi  this  adjustment,  however,  it  is  the 
duty  of  tlie  Qovemment  to  be  gddcd  by  the  gen- 
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:  erol  good.  Objects  of  national  importance,  alone, 
ought  to  he  protected ;  of  these  the  productions  of 
our  soil,  our  mines,  and  our  workshops,  essential 
to  national  defence,  occupy  the  first  rank.  What* 
ever  other  species  of  domestic  indnstr7,  having  the 
importance  to  which  I  have  referred,  may  be  ex* 
pected,  after  temporary  protection,  to  compete 
with  foreign  labor  on  equal  terms,  merit  Ihe  some 
attention  in  a  subordinate  degree. 

The  present  tariff  taxes  some  of  the  comforts  of 
life  unnecesearily  high;  It  undertakes  to  protect 
interests  too  local  and  minute  to  justify  a  general 
exaction;  and  it  also  attempts  to  force  some  tdods 
of  manu&otnres,  for  which  the  country  is  not  ripe. 
Ifuch  relief  will  be  derived,  in  some  of  these  re- 
spects,  from  the  measores  of  your  last  session. 

The  best,  as  well  as  fairest  mode  of  determining 
whether,  Srom  any  jdst  oonsiderations,  a  particular 
interest  ought  to  receive  protection,  would  be  to 
submit  the  question  rin^y  for  delibetatioo.  It 
after  due  eumiaation  of  its  merits,  unconnected 
with  extraneous  connderations — such  as  a  desire 
to  sustain  a  general  system,  or  to  purchase  support 
for  a  different  interest — it  ^ould  enlist  in  its  favor 
a  majority  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people, 
there  can  be  littie  duiger  of  wrong  or  injury  in 
adjusting  the  tariff,  with  reference  to  its  protective 
eoect.  If  this  obviously  just  [uinciple  were  hon- 
estly  adhered  to,  the  bnnoheB  of  Indostry  which 
deserve  protection,  would  be  saved  from  the  pre- 
judice excited  against  them,  when  that  protection 
forms  part  of  a  system  by  which  portions  of  the 
country  feel,  or  conceive  themselves  to  be,  oppress- 
ed. What  is  incalculably  more  important,  the  vital 
prindpie  of  our  system — that  principle  which  re- 
quires aeqmesceDoe  in  the  will  of  tbe  m^ority— 
would  be  secure  from  tbe  discredit  and  danger  to 
which  it  is  expoeed  by  the  acts  of  minorities,  foond- 
ed,  not  on  identity  of  conviction,  but  on  comtdn^ 
tions  of  small  minorities,  entered  into  for  the  pur- 
pose of  mutual  assistance  in  measures  wUch,  resting 
solely  on  their  own  merits,  could  never  be  carried. 

I  am  well  aware  that  this  is  a  snUect  of  eo  much 
delicacy,  on  account  of  the  extended  interests  b 
involves,  as  to  require  that  it  should  be  touched 
with  the  utmost  caution ;  and  that,  while  an  aban- 
donment of  the  poUcy  in  which  it  originated — a 
policy  coeval  witii  our  Government,  and  pursued 
through  successive  administrations,  is  neither  to  be 
expected  nor  desired,  the  people  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand, and  have  demanded,  that  it  be  so  modified 
OS  to  correct  abases  and  obviate  injustice. 

That  our  deliberations  on  this  interesting  su^eet 
should  be  uninfiuenced  by  those  partisan  connicts 
that  are  incident  to  ttee  institutions,  is  the  fervent 
wish  of  my  heart.  To  make  this  great  question, 
which  unhappily  so  much  divides  and  excites  the 
public  mind,  subservient  to  the  short-sighted  views 
of  faction,  must  destroy  all  hope  of  settling  it  sati^ 
factorily  to  the  great  body  of  tbe  pe(^e,  and  for 
tbe  general  interest.  I  cannot,  therefore,  on  taking 
leave  of  the  subject,  too  earnestly  for  my  own 
feelings  or  the  common  good,  warn  you  against  the 
blighting  consequences  of  such  a  course. 

According  to  the  estimates  at  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, the  receipts  in  the  Treaann  during  tiie 
present  year  wQI  amount  to  twenty-four  muliotia 
one  hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand  and  eighteen 
dollars,  which  will  exceed  by  about  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  tlie  estimate  presented  in  the  last 
annud  report  of  the  Secretu/  of  ihe  Treasury. 
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ne  total  expendttare  during  the  ^esr,  exclusiTd 
of  pid)lic  debt,  ii  estimated  at  thirteen  ndUioiu 
handred  and  forty-two  thonaaad  three  hmi- 
di«d  and  deren  ddlars;  and  the  payment  on  ao- 
cOTut  of  public  debt  for  the  eame  period  irill  have 
been  elerea  miUiooa  three  hundred  and  fifty-four 
tboosRod  tai  hundred  and  thirty  dollars ;  leaving  a 
b&isDce  fn  the  Treasury,  on  the  Ist  of  January, 
1831,  of  four  milUons  e^t  hundred  and  nineteen 
titonsaDd  seven  hnndred  and  eighty-one  ddkrs. 

In  connection  with  the  oondiBon  of  onr  finances, 
it  affindi  me  pleasnre  to  remaric  Uiat  Jodidoaa  and 
efidcBt  arrangementa  hare  been  made  by  the 
Treasarr  Department  for  securing  the  pecuniary 
responsibility  of  the  pablic  officers,  and  the  more 
punctual  payment  of  tne  pubUc  dues.  The  revenue 
cutter  service  has  been  organized,  and  placed  on  a 
good  footing ;  and,  aided  by  an  increase  of  inspect- 
ors at  exposed  points,  and  the  regulations  adopted 
aader  the  act  of  May,  1880,  for  the  inspection  and 
appraisement  of  merchandise,  have  produced  much 
improvement  in  the  execution  of  the  hiwa,  and 
more  security  agunst  the  commission  of  frauds 
upon  the  revenue.  Abuses  in  the  allowances  for 
fishiiw  boonties  have  also  been  corrected,  and  a 
material  saving  in  that  branch  of  the  service,  there- 
by  effected.  In  addition  to  these  improvements, 
the  system  of  expenditure  for  sick  seamen  belong- 
ing to  the  merchant  service  has  been  revised ;  and, 
by  being  rendered  uniform  and  economicU,  the 
benefits  of  the  fund  applicable  to  tiiis  olyoot  have 
been  osefally  extended. 

Tb»  proaperity  of  our  cooDtry  Is  also  farther 
evinced  by  the  iocretsed  revenue  arising  from  th^ 
sale  of  pablic  lands,  as  wiU  awear  from  the  report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Genera]  Land  Office, 
and  the  docoments  accompanying  it,  which  are 
berewith  transmitted.  I  beg  leave  to  draw  your 
attention  to  this  report,  and  to  the  propriety  of 
maldiK  early  approprfationB  for  Uw  ol^eots  wnteh 
Htpeeaea. 

Yonr  attention  is  again  Invited  to  the  subjects 
connected  with  that  portion  of  the  public  interests 
intrusted  to  the  War  Department.  Some  of  them 
were  referred  to  in  my  former  Message ;  and  they 
are  presented  in  detail  in  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  herewitli  snbmitted.  I  refer  you  also 
to  the  report  of  that  officer  for  a  knowled^  of  the 
State  Ot  ^e  array,  fortificaUons,  arsenals,  and  In- 
dian a&iiB;  all  of  which,  it  will  be  perceived,  have 
been  guarded  with  zealous  attention  and  care.  It 
is  worthy  of  your  consideration  whether  the  arma- 
ments necessary  for  the  fortifications  on  our  man- 
time  frontier,  which  are  now,  or  shortly  will  be, 
ompleted,  sbonld  not  be  in  readiness  sooner  than 
Uk  eoatomary  qipn^RiaUous  irill  enable  the  De- 
partment to  provide  them.  This  precantioD  seems 
to  be  due  to  the  general  system  of  fortification 
which  has  been  sanctioned  by  Congnies,  and  is  re- 
commended by  that  maxim  of  wisdom  which  tells 
Ds  in  peace  to  prepare  for  war. 

I  refer  yon  to  Uie  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
KavT  a  highly  aaUa&etoiy  Mconnt  of  the  man- 
ner in  wUch  £e  concerns  of  that  Department  have 
been  eonducted  during  the  preaent  year.  Oar 
position  in  relation  to  the  most  powerfol  nations  of 
the  earth,  and  the  present  condition  of  Earope, 
admonidi  us  to  cherish  this  arm  of  our  national 
defence  with  peculiar  care.  Separated  by  wide 
seas  from  all  those  Governments  whose  power  we 
m^it  have  zeason  to  dread,  we  hare  nothing  to 


apprehend  ftom  attempts  at  conqoest.  It  is  chiefly 
attacks  upon  our  commerce,  and  hftriwt"ng  inroads 
npqn  our  coast,  a^init  wUoh  we  have  to  guard. 
A  naval  force  adequate  to  the  (Hvteetion  of  our 
commerce,  always  afloat,  with  an  accnmulataon  of 
the  means  to  jpve  it  a  rapid  extension  in  case  oT 
need,  furnishes  the  power  by  which  all  such  ag- 
gresmons  may  be  prevented  or  repelled.  'The  at- 
tention of  the  Government  has,  therefore,  been 
recently  directed  more  to  preserving  the  public 
vessels  already  built,  and  providing  materials  to  be 
placed  In  depot  for  future  use,  than  to  increacong 
their  number.  With  the  aid  of  Congrees,  in  a  few 
yean,  the  Government  will  be  prepared,  in  case  of 
emergency,  to  put  afloat  a  poweiful  navy  of  new 
ships  almost  as  soon  as  old  ones  could  be  repaired. 

The  modifioaUons  In  this  part  of  die  service 
su^iested  in  my  last  annnal  Message,  which  are 
noticed  more  in  detail  in  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  are  again  recommended  to  yonr 
serious  attention. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  in  like  ' 
manner,  exhibits  a  satisfactory  view  of  the  impor- 
tant branch  of  the  Government  under  his  charge. 
In  addiUtm  to  the  benefits  already  secured  by  tne 
operations  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  condder- 
able  improvements,  witiun  the  present  year,  have 
been  made,  by  an  increase  in  the  accommodation 
afforded  by  stage  coaches,  and  in  the  frequency 
and  celerity  of  Ute  mail  between  some  of  the  most 
important  points  of  the  Union. 

Under  the  late  contracts,  improvements  have 
been  provided  for  the  sou  them  section  of  the 
country,  and,  at  the  same  time,  an  annual  saving 
made  of  upwards  of  seventy-two  thousand  dollars. 
Notwithstanding  the  excess  of  expenditure  beyond 
the  current  receipts  for  a  few  years  past,  necessa- 
rily incurred  in  the  fulfilment  of  existing  contracts, 
and  in  the  adcUtional  expenses,  between  the  periods 
of  contracting,  to  meet  the  demands  created  by 
the  rapid  growth  and  ezteaAra  of  oar  flourishing 
count^,  yet  the  satisfectory  assoranee  is  given, 
that  the  future  revenue  of  the  department  i^  be 
sufficient  to  meet  its  extendve  engagements.  The 
system  recently  introduced,  that  sntfjeots  its  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements  to  strict  regulation,  has. 
entirely  fulfilled  ita  design.  It  f^m  rail  assmwioe 
of  the  punctual  transmiaeion,  as  well  as  the  seomity, 
of  the  funds  of  the  department.  The  effldency  and 
industry  of  its  officers,  and  the  aUUty  and  energy 
of  contractors,  justify  on  increased  confidence  m 
its  continued  proaperity. 

The  attention  of  Congress  was  called,  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  to  the  necessity  of  suoh  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  office  of  Attorney-General  of  the  United 
States  as  would  render  it  more  adequate  to  the 
wants  of  the  public  service.  This  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  the  office  of  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  and  the  earliest  measures  were  taken  to  give 
effect  to  the  provisioDS  of  the  law  which  authorized 
the  appointment  of  that  officer,  and  defined  Ids 
duties.  But  it  is  not  believed  that  this  proviuon, 
however  useful  in  ItMlf,  Is  cakmlated  to  supenede 
the  necessity  of  extending  the  dudes  and  powers 
of  the  Attorney-General's  office.  On  the  contrary, 
I  am  convinced  that  the  public  interest  would  be 
greatly  promoted  by  giving  to  that  officer  the  gen- 
eral superintendence  of  the  various  law  agents, 
of  the  Government,  and  of  all  law  proceedings, 
whether  6ML  or  criminal,  in  which  the  United 
States  may  be  interested;  allowing  to  him,  at  the 
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■ame  time,  anoh  a  compenBation  as  would  enable 
him  to  devote  bis  undivided  atteotion  to  the  public 
budness,  I  think  snch  a  provision  is  alike  due  to 
the  public  and  to  the  officer. 

Occasions  of  reference  from  the  different  Execu- 
tive Departments  to  the  Attomej-General  are  of 
frequent  occurrence ;  and  the  prompt  decision  of 
the  questions  so  referred,  tends  much  to  facilitate 
the  despatch  of  badness  in  those  departments. 
The  report  of  the  Secretarj  of  the  l^asory,  hereto 
^tpended,  shows  also  a  bnmeb  of  the  public  ser- 
vice not  8pecificaU7  intrusted  to  any  omieer,  which 
might  be  advantageously  oonunitted  to  the  Attor- 
ney-General. 

But,  independently  of  those  considerations,  this 
office  is  now  one  of  diuly  duty.  It  was  origiDally 
OTganized,  and  its  oompensaUon  fixed,  with  a  view 
to  occadonal  serrtee,  leaving  to  the  Incumbent 
time  for  the  exercise  of  his  profesnon  in  private 
practice.  The  state  of  things  wUch  warranted 
such  an  organizatioQ  no  longer  exist&  The  fre- 
quent claims  upon  the  services  of  this  officer  would 
render  his  absence  from  the  seat  of  Ooverament, 
In  professional  attendance  npon  the  courts,  fa^n- 
rions  to  the  poblio  serrlce ;  and  the  interests  of 
the  Oovemment  could  not  fiul  to  be  promoted  by 
charging  him  with  the  general  superintendence  of 
all  its  legal  concenis. 

Under  astrong  conviction  of  the  justness  of  these 
BuggestioDs,  I  recommend  it  to  Congress  to  make 
the  necessary  provisos  for  giving  effect  to  them, 
and  to  place  the  Attomey-Oieaenl,  in  regard  to 
compensation,  on  the  same  footing  with  the  heads 
of  the  several  Executive  Departments.  To  than 
officer  mi^ht  also  be  intrusted  a  cognizance  of  the 
cases  of  msotvency  in  public  debtors,  espedally  if 
the  views  which  I  submitted  on  this  subject  last 
year  should  meet  the  approbation  of  Congress — to 
wbUk  I  again  solicit  your  attention. 

Your  attention  Is  respeotfWy  invited  to  the  situ- 
ation of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Placed,  by  the 
constitution,  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  and 
control  of  Congress,  this  District  is  certainly  enti- 
tled to  a  much  greater  share  of  its  conuderation 
than  it  has  yet  received.  There  Is  a  want  of  uni- 
fiarmity  in  its  laws,  particulariy  in  those  of  a  penal 
diaraoter,  which  inoreaaes  the  expense  of  thur  ad- 
ministration,  and  subjects  the  people  to  all  the  in* 
conveniences  which  result  from  the  operation  of 
different  codes  in  so  small  a  territory.  On  different 
ffides  of  the  Potomac,  the  same  offence  is  punish- 
able in  unequal  degrees ;  and  the  peculiarities  of 
many  of  the  early  laws  of  Haryland  and  Virginia 
remidtt  in  fbroe,  notwitiistanding  thdr  repngnanoe, 
in  some  cases,  to  the  bnprovements  whica  have 
superseded  them  In  those  States. 

Besides  a  remedy  for  these  evils,  which  is  loudly 
called  for,  it  is  respectfiilly  submitted  whether  a 
provision,  authorizing  the  election  of  a  delegate  to 
represent  the  wants  of  the  citiiena  oF  tUs  district 
on  the  floor  of  Coogress,  is  not  due  to  them,  and 
to  the  character  of  our  Oovenunent.  "So  portion 
(rfoor  dtisena  shoold  be  without  a  practical  enjoy- 
ment of  the  principles  of  freedom ;  and  there  is 
none  more  important  than  that  which  cultivates  a 
proper  relation  between  the  governors  and  the  gov- 
erned. Imperfect  as  this  must  be  in  this  case,  yet 
it  is  believed  that  it  would  be  greatly  improved  by 
a  representation  in  Congress,  with  the  same  priv- 
ileges that  are  allowed  to  that  of  the  other  TeeA- 
toHes  of  the  United  States 


p)»OMfM»,  1880. 

The  penitentiary  is  zeady  ibr  the  reception  of 
convicts,  and  ooly  awdti  ue  neceetary  legidatton 
to  put  it  into  operation ;  as  one  ottjeot  of  which  I 
beg  leave  to  rerall  to  yonr  attention  the  propriety 
of  proi^ding  aoltable  compensation  for  the  officers 
charged  with  its  inspection. 

The  importaoce  of  the  principles  involved  in  the 
inquiry,  whetiier  it  will  be  proper  to  rec barter  tfae 
Bank  of  tiit  United  States,  requires  that  I  should 
agun  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject. 
Nothing  has  occurred  to  lessen,  in  any  degree,  the 
dangers  which  many  of  our  citizens  a|^rehend 
from  that  institution,  as  at  present  organized.  In 
the  spirit  of  improvement  and  compromise  which 
distinguishes  our  country  and  its  institutions,  it  be- 
comes us  to  Inquire  whether  it  be  not  po^ble  to 
secore  tiie  advutagea  affbrded  b^  the  present 
Buk  throt^  the  wency  of  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States  so  modified  in  its  prioci}des  and  stmotnro 
as  to  obviate  constitotioosl  and  other  objections. 

It  is  thought  practicable  to  organize  such  a  bank, 
with  the  necessary  officers,  as  a  branch  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  based  on  the  public  and  in- 
dividual deporits,  wiAout  power  to  nake  loans  or 
pnrebase  property,  which  nsll  rendt  the  fiuds  of 
the  Oovernment,  and  the  expenses  of  which  may 
be  pud,  if  thought  advisable,  by  aUowing  its  of- 
ficers to  sell  bills  of  exchange  to  private  inmvidnals 
at  a  moderate  premium.  Not  being  a  corporato 
body,  having  no  atockholdera,  debtors,  or  property, 
and  bnt  few  officers,  it  would  not  be  obnoxious  to 
tile  constitutional  otjeotioos  wbi<^  are  urged 
agdnst  the  present  bau ;  and  having  no  means  to 
operate  on  the  hopes,  fears,  or  interests  of  large 
masses  of  the  commumty,  it  would  be  shorn  of  the 
infiueoce  which  makes  that  bank  formidable.  The 
States  would  be  strengthened  by  having  in  their 
hands  the  means  of  fuiiishing  tiie  local  paper  cur- 
rency  through  their  own  banks.;  while  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  though  isaaing  no  paper,  would 
check  the  issues  of  the  State  banu,  by  taking  thnr 
notes  In  deposit,  and  for  exchange,  only  so  long  as 
they  continue  to  be  redeemed  with  specie.  In 
times  of  public  emergency,  the  capadties  cf  such 
an  institution  odght  be  enlarged  by  le^shtiTe 
provisions. 

Tbeae  suggesllonB  are  made,  not  so  much  as  a 
reoommendanon,  as  with  a  view  <^  calling  the  at* 
tention  of  Congress  to  the  possiblg  modifications  <^ 
a  system  which  cannot  continue  to  exist  in  its 
present  form  without  occadonal  oolMons  with  the 
local  authorities,  and  perpetual  ajqirehensions  and 
iSscontent  on  the  part  of  the  States  and  tiie  people. 

In  oonofairioni,  fellow*dtiieDS,  aUow  me  to  utTwc^ 
in  behalf  of  your  ddflterations,  that  spirit  of  oonr 
ciliaticm  and  dlsinterestednesa  which  is  the  gift  of 

gttriotism.  Under  an  ovemiliag  and  merciAiI 
rovidence,  the  agency  of  this  spirit  has  thus  &r 
been  signalized  In  the  prosperity  and  glory  <tf  our 
beloved  country.   May  its  influoHW  be  eternal. 

ANDBSW  JACKSOir. 

EIto  thoasand  oc^es  of  the  Hessage,  and  fif- 
teen hnndrad  copies  ttf  the  aecompanying  doo- 
ument^  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  aafhorizing  a  snbscription  to  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  Oanal,  returned  by  the 
Prerident  with  objections  to  it,  was  laid  on  the 
table. 


lU  PmUmf*  Mmagt. 
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'Vnunnu.T,  Deoembo?  8. 

The  seTBral  sal^ects  comprised  in  the  Hessage 
of  the  Praudemt  of  the  United  States  were  this 
day  Teforred  to  the  ^proiniato  ecHnmittees. 
No  otb«r  boinnesB  vu  trannctod. 


Thdbsdat,  Deoembw  9. 
The  Gumne)/. 
On  moti<Hi  of  Ur.  SAimni^  of  New  York,  it 

Rmoived,  That  a  Select  Comnuttee  be  appointed 
to  cooaider  the  state  of  the  current  c<nii8,  and  to 
xeport  ndi  Mnendmenti  of  the  ezistbg  kwa  con- 
cenugg  eoni  aa  may  be  deemed  expedunt. 

Sonor*  to  ^Dead. 
Ur.  EixD  Mid,  that,  in  conaeqnenoe  of  the 
lamented  death  of  his  late  oolleagae,  the  honor- 
able  BoBKBT  H.  Adams,  he  rose  to  present  a 
molntum  to  &e  oonsidenUion  of  the  Senate. 
The  deceased  was  a  native  of  Rockbridge 
county,  Vii^^nia.  After  completing  tJie  coarse 
of  his  edneation  in  Washington  college,  he 
ftodied  law,  and  at  an  early  period  emigrated 
to  Kioxrille,  in  Tennessee,  where  he  pursoed 
hia  profearion  with  nnremittang  zeal  and  great 
snooem.  To  a  mind  at  once  (uear  and  compre- 
henaTe^  it  wpeared -perceptible  that  his  pros- 
pects wooid  be  more  flattering  in  the  lower 
coantry,  and  he  removed  to  Natchez,  Missis^ppi, 
in  1819.  There,  in  the  midst  of  a  Qomeroos 
and  talented  bar,  withont  fortune  or  ftmily  in- 
fineooe,  by  the  fbrce  of  high  intellectoal  endow- 
moitB  and  pleasing  manners,  he  rapidly  rose  to 
the  biriiest  honors  of  his  profession.  Sur- 
rounded, as  he  was,  by  an  intelligent  and  ex- 
tensive acqnaiDtance,  he  was  not  loeg  per- 
mitted to  eiiioy  the  enviable  distinction  arising 
from  proftasumal  merit  Aoaa.  In  Jann^  last, 
he  wn  called  by  the  le^alatnre  of  his  adopted 
State  to  s  seat  in  the  oonndls  of  the  naUon. 
Here  be  was  too  well  known  to  require  eology. 
Ur.  E.  wonld  only  aa^,  that  the  death  of  bo 
t  young  e  man,  distingmshed  as  he  was,  most  be 
a  loss  to  the  nation.  It  was  pnblicly,  deeply, 
and  nnrrenaliy  deplored  in  the  State  which  he 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  He,  tiiere- 
fore,  moved  the  following  resolntiim;  wlii<di 
was  nnanimonsty  adopted : 

Raoirted,  imammondy,  Thtt  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  from  a  desire  of  sboviDg  ever;  mark  of  re- 
^eet  to  the  memory  of  the  Honorable  Robkrt  H. 
AitAna,  deceased,  late  a  Senator  of  this  body  from 
the  State  of  Miarinippi,  will  go  into  mournicg  for 
oae  mcMith,  by  wearing' crape  on  the  leh  arm. 

Ur.  Easx,  of  Illinois,  said,  tliat  a  paper 
which  he  had  presented  on  the  first  day  of  the 
seaaon,  annonnoed  to  the  Senate  the  decease 
ti(  his  Ute  college,  John  UoLean,  of  Illinois. 
He  died,  after  a  short  illness,  at  his  residence, 
on  the  14tb  day  of  October  last.  Thoogh  not 
a  Batire  vi  the  State  which  he  repreeented,  he 


might  well  be  oltimed  as  one  of  liie  fisvorite 
sons  of  minds.  He  had  remOTod  l^eie  at  an 
early  age.  There  he  commenced  his  career  In 
life;  a  career  <^  nseflilness  and  distinction, 
which  had  fallen  to  the  lot  of  few  in  that  region 
of  coQotry.  In  private  life,  he  was  remark- 
able for  hia  benevolence,  frankness,  and  inde- 
pendence of  character.  No  one  in  the  circle 
m  which  he  moved  had  a  laiver  share  of  the 
confidence  and  actions  of  his  fellow  men. 
He  was  by  profesedon  a  lawyer,  possessed  of  a 
vigoroos  mind,  a  rapid  bnt  easy  elocntion. 
These  qnalifioations,  added  to  an  honesty  of 
purpose,  nniversally  accorded  to  him,  raised 
him  to  the  front  rank  of  bis  profession ;  and 
there  snstuned  him.  As  a  statesman,  the  peo- 
ple of  Illincns  would  long  remember  him  as  the 
author  of  many  of  the  most  valued  portions  of 
their  statute  books,  and  as  the  acute  and  able 
presiding  officer  over  the  deliberations  of  ^e 
most  numeroDs  branch  of  their  l^slatore. 
Ur.  MoLuN  had  been  twice  elected  to  a  seat 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  his  last 
election  was  the  result  of  the  nnanimous  vote 
of  the  membcnrs  of  both  branches  of  the  Gener- 
al Assembly.  In  the  state  of  things  which  then 
existed,  no  stronger  evidence  of  the  general 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  those  who 
knew  him  beat  could  well  be  ^ven.  In  order 
to  pay  a  proper  respect  to  tiie  memory  of  snoh 
a  mauj  aa.  £anb  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
followu^  resolution;  which  was  nnammonsly 
agreed  to: 

Jietolved,  unanimouHy,  That  tlie  members  of  the 
Senatoifiir  the  purpoae  of  diowlng  a  proper  reapeot 
to  Ae  memory  of  the  Honwable  Jomt  UcLxah,  de- 
ceased, late  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Illinois, 
will  go  into  mooming  for  one  numth,  by  wearing 
crape  on  the  left  am. 

On  motion  <st  JSi,  Ellis,  of  Uisdssippi,  it  was 
also 

lUtotvtdy  viMmmnidy,  That,  aa  tn  additional  evi- 
dence of  respect  te  the  memory  of  the  deceased 
Senators  from  HiadssipfH  and  BUnois,  the  Senate  do 
now  adjooro,  to  meet  on  Uondaj  next,  at  eleven 
o'elook. 


UoiinAT,  December  18. 

Impeadhment  of  Judge  Peek, 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  announcing  the  adoption  by 
that  Honse  of  a  replication  to  the  answer  and 
plea  of  Judge  Peck  to  the  article  of  impeach- 
ment exhibited  against  him  by  them. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  Court  of  Impeachment 
for  the  bial  of  Judge  Peck,  of  Uissouri,  was 
opened  in  dne  form  by  procLamation  from  t^e 
Marshal  of  the  District  aS  Oolnmbia.  The 
Senators  were  ranged  on  two  sets  of  benches, 
covered  with  green  cloth,  to  the  right  and  left 
of  the  Ohair  occupied  by  the  President  of  t^e 
Senate. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Woodbdst,  the  Secretary 
was  ordered  to  inform  the  House  of  Bepresent- 
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atives,  that  the  Senate  had  organized  itself  into 
a  Oourt  of  Impeachment  for  the  trial  of  James 
H.  Peak,  jodge  of  the  District  Coort  of  the 
United  States  for  tlie  district  of  Missoori,  and 
were  ready  to  proceed  to  the  trial ;  and  that 
seats  had  heen  prepared  for  the  reception  and 
accommodation  of  ^e  memhersof  the  HouBe  of 
Eepresentativea. 

Shortly  after  Uie  order  was  passed  the  re- 
spondent, accompanied  by  Mr.  Wirt  and  Mr. 
Meredith,  his  coansel,  appeared  at  the  bar  of 
the  Senate.  They  were  condnoted  to  seats, 
with  a  table  before  them,  prepared  for  their 
oonverrienoe. 

In  a  few  minates,  the  managers,  to  condact 
the  impeachment,  on  tiie  part  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatires,  also  came  in,  and  took  tbdr 
Beats. 

Mr.  Bdohanjlk,  one  of  the  managers,  rose, 
and  said,  ^at  the  managers,  on  the  part  of  the 
Hoose  of  Representatives,  were  ready  to  pre- 
sent the  replication  of  that  House,  to  the  an- 
swer and  plea  of  Junes  H.  Peck,  judge  of  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Missouri,  to  the  articles  of  impeachment 
exhibited  again^  him  by  that  body.  He  then 
read  the  replication,  as  follows : 

"The  House  of  BepresentatiTee  of  the  United 
States,  hftTing  cooMdered  the  answer  and  plea  of 
James  H.  Peck,  judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Uiasouri,  to  the  ar- 
ticle of  impMchment  agunst  him,  by  them  exhibited, 
in  the  name  of  themselves,  and  of  aU  the  people  of 
the  Uidted  States,  reply,  that  the  said  fames  H. 
Feck  is  guilty,  in  mch  manneT  as  he  stands  im- 
peached ;  and  that  the  House  of  Representatires 
will  be  ready  to  prove  their  charges  against  lum,  at 
such  convenient  time  and  place  as  diall  be  appointed 
for  that  purpose.** 

The  Ooort,  after  some  preliminary  bnsiness, 
a^onmed  to  Monday  next,  and  the  Senate  till 
to-morrow. 

[The  notices  of  this  trial,  which  will  be  foond 
lia  the  following  pages,  embrace  only  such  re- 
ports as  were  given  from  daj  to  day,  through 
the  columns  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  for 
the  pnblio  information,  and  to  convey  a  general 
idea  of  the  merits  of  the*  case,  and  the  coarse 
and  cliaracter  of  the  trial.  They  are  mere 
sketches,  and  are  to  be  reodlTed  as  saoh  only. 
A  ftail  report  of  the  trial— the  testimony  and 
the  argnmenta  of  the  managers  and  counsel — 
making  a  large  volume,  baa  been  pabUsfaed 
aqtaraSely.] 


TiTxsDaT,  December  14. 

This  day  was  principally  oonfiunied  in  rec^v- 
ing  and  referring  petitions,  and  in  the  oon^d- 
eration  of  Executive  business. 

The  Senate  elected  the  Rev.  Hsmtr  Van 
Dtkb  Joasa  to  be  their  chaplain  for  the  oar- 
rant  oesiUon. 


[Dbcskbbb,  1880. 

WEDNxaoAT,  December  16. 
Fott  Office  Department. 

The  Senate  took  ap  for  oon^deration  the 
followiog  resolatioo,  miioh  was  yesterday  snb- 
mitted  by  Mr.  CLaTroN : 

"  RMolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ez' 
amine  and  report  the  present  condition  of  the  Post 
Office  Department ;  in  what  manner  the  laws  regu- 
lating that  department  are  administered;  the  dls- 
tributi(m  of  labor;  the  number  of  clerics,  and  tJie 
dutiefl  assigned  to  each;  the  number  of  icents; 
where  and  how  employed;  the  compensauon  of 
contractors ;  and,  genenUy,  the  entire  management 
of  the  department ;  and  whether  ftarther,  ana  what^ 
legal  providons  may  be  Beeesaary  to  Hcnre  the  prop- 
er adnunlatratioB  of  Us  aibirs,*' 


KoiTDAT,  December  20. 
Trial  of  Judge  Peck. 
The  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Coart  of  Im- 
peachment, for  tlie  trial  of  Judge  Peek,  of  Mia- 
sonri. 

The  Honse  of  Representatives,  preceded  bj 
their  managers,  Mr.  ^uohanan,  Mr.  UoDttffx]^ 
Jadge  Spbnoeb,  Mr.  Stobbs,  and  Mr.  'Wicc- 
LiFFB,  came  into  the  Senate  chamber  in  a  body, 
and  having  taken  the  seats  {ffepared  for  them, 

Mr.  Bdohakaii  rose  and  s^d,  that  the  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives were  now  prqiared  to  proceed  in  this 
trial, 

Sib-.  Mebedith,  one  of  the  counsel  for  the 
respondent,  desired  that  the  witnesses  sum- 
moned in  his  behalf  mi^ht  be  called. 

The  Marshal  accordmgly  called  over  their 
names.   Some  of  tbem  did  not  answer. 

Mr.  MjBBEDiTB  observed,  tiiat  three  of  the 
material  witnesses  for  the  respondent  wvn  not 
present.  We  are.  said  he,  notwitiistandlng, 
ready  to  go  to  teial. 

Vx.  luDDumB  then  rose,  and  opened  the 
case  for  the  prosecution  in  substance  as  follows : 

Mr.  MoD.  said,  that,  in  opening  this  case,  he 
should  endeavor  to  reduce  to  the  narrowest 
limits  the  preliminary  view,  which  he  proposed 
to  take  of  the  principles  upon  which  he  should 
invoke  the  judgment  of  this  honorable  court  on 
the  chai^  set  forth  in  the  article  of  impeach- 
ment against  the  respondent  now  apon  his  triaL 
It  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  attract  the  special 
attention  (rf^e  court,  by  any  exposition  of  the 
importance  of  the  case.  Every  member  of  this 
honorable  oonrt  most  be  aware  of  its  great  im- 
portance to  the  resptmdent  binuelf,  and  to  the 
country  at  large.  He  asked  that  patient  atten- 
tion, in  the  conaideratiok  of  the  case,  which 
was  indispensable  to  a  correct  decision  vipon  it. 
He  then  proceeded  to  lay  down  the  principles 
of  the  constitution  and  law  upon  the  snbject  of 
contempts,  and  contended  that  Judge  Peck  had 
violated  them,  and  had,  in  the  summary  pnnish- 
ment  which  he  had  inflicted  upon  Mr.  lawless, 
been  guilty  of  an  illegal  and  tyrannical  nsnrpa- 
lion  <H  power.  Whatever  view  the  court  might 
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lake  of  the  powers  of  the  Judge,  he  maintained 
that  oo  cmtempt  had  been  onmnitted.  The 
common  law  of  En^and  wbb  ntter^  nnkuown 
to  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  United  States. 
Upon  what  princiule,  be  demanded,  coold  it  be 
contended  that  the  Eoglish  common  taw,  as 
sai^  bad  any  force  in  this  oonntry  ?  Were  it 
tot  that  it  bad  been  pwily  adopted  in  stnne  of 
the  States  by  I^islative  enactments;  bad  we 
not  been  educated  in  its  {>rinciples;  would  it 
occur  to  any  hnman  bdng  in  this  country  that 
it  had  any  existence  heref  It  was  utterly 
absurd  to  say  that  the  common  law  was  in  force 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  He  granted 
that,  as  respected  maoy  of  our  laws  and  acta  of 
GoDgresa^  espedaUr  those  which  provided  for 
the  orgaiiiatiMi  oi  onr  oonrta,  they  were  ex- 
ponnded  acoor^ng  to  the  priwnplea  and  roles 
of  the  cmmnon  law.  Where  onr  conrts  were 
called  npon  to  decide  oases,  they  must  have 
rules  of  proceeding  and  action,  and  be  agreed 
that  for  these  they  had  wisely  and  properly  re- 
sorted to  the  common  law.  These  were  wise 
rules  of  action  for  cases  within  the  express  ju- 
risdiction of  the  courts.  But,  yrith  regard  to 
crimes  and  pniushments,  the  principles  of  the 
common  law  had  no  force  iu  our  tribunaU.  He 
was  aware  it  might  be  sud.  that  it  was  necea- 
mrj  for  the  conrts  to  adopt  some  principle 
which  woold  uithorize  them  to  maintain  their 
jmisdiotion  by  poniahing  for  contempts  com- 
mitted withll  and  against  it.  But  the  power 
cf  pnnisldng  for  ocmtempt  was  a  high  cnmiual 
power;  and^  although  it  had  been  exercised  by 
courts  of  chancery  as  well  as  law,  it  was,  of  eil 
others,  the  most  djuigerous  that  oonld  be  eu- 
forced.  He  m^utuned  that  the  power  could 
not  legally  or  constitutionally  be  exercised  so 
as  to  aiafranchise  a  citizen,  or  to  deprive  him  of 
his  liberty  and  the  means  of  his  existence.  The 
correct  principle,  then,  was  this :  the  courts  of 
the  United  States  had  no  power  to  punish  for 
eoot^pt,  further  than  their  own  self-preeerva- 
tioa  required.  It  was  necessary  that  they 
ffaonld  possess  the  power  to  protect  themselves 
ia  the  administration  of  justice ;  to  prevent  and 
ponish  direct  outrages  upon  tbe  court ;  to  pre- 
▼«it  the  Judge  irom  being  driven  from  tbe 
bencSi,  the  jury  from  being  assaulted,  and  tbe 
r^;nlar  aiKl  fair  administr^ion  of  justice  from 
b»ng  impeded.  This  power  the  court  prasess- 
fd  indq^iendently  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  common  law.  The  right  to  pun- 
ish in  Buc^  oases,  was  inherent.  But  how  far 
did  it  extend)  Witot  principle  of  necessity,  the 
tjranfs  plea,  woold  justify  the  exercise  of  this 
power?  for  nothing  but  necessity  could  justify 
ir.  It  could  be  enforced  only  so  far  as  to  ^ro- 
uct  the  courts  in  the  administration  of  jnsUce ; 
to  prevent  any  obstruction  in  tiieir  proceedings. 
It  most  be  a  flagrant  outrage  in  Hie  face  of  the 
court  to  Jostify  a  summary  ponishment  for  con- 
umpL  It,  in  such  cases,  our  courts  bad  not 
ibe  power  to  protect  themselves  in  the  dis- 
diai^  of  their  high  ftinotioas,  it  would  be  in 
nin  I6r  them  to  attempt  to  au&inlBter  jnstice. 
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Certain  powers,  however,  had  been  impercepti- 
bly introdnoed  here  from  the  common  law  courts 
of  England;  onr  Judges  and  lawyers  had  hem 
thus  unbued  with  oertun  principles,  which 
were  utterly  incompatible  with  liberty.  What 
was  the  case  of  the  respondent!  He  was  not 
in  court;  he  was  not  in  the  actual  administra- 
tion of  Jostioe,  when  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Lawless  was  made.  He  claimed  the  power  of 
protecting  his  sacred  person,  like  the  King 
of  England,  from  all  scrutiny  t  The  judgment 
of  the  court  had  been  rendered  six  months  be- 
fore the  pablication.  The  decree  had  been  en- 
tered. There  was  an  end  to  the  judicial  func- 
tions of  the  Judge  as  to  that  case.  But  some 
four  or  five  months  after  Judgment  rendered, 
J ndge  Peck,  from  some  motave,  no  doubt  having 
reference  to  the  pnblio  interest,  thought  proper 
to  come  out  and  publish  an  extra-judicial  opimon 
in  the  newspapers:  a  labored  argument  pre- 
pared after  his  judicial  functions  had  ceased,  to 
make  such  an  impression  upon  the  land  claim- 
ants in  Missonri  as  should  correspond  with  his 
own.  And  it  was  this  extra-judicial  opimon 
which  he  sought  to  protect  from  aU  scrutiny, 
by  the  principles  of  the  common  law;  upon  the 
principle  that  the  king  could  do  no  wrong,  and 
that  the  judge  was,  as  the  representative  of  the 
king,  administering  his  Jnstioe,  equally  exempt 
from  responsibility. 

Was  were  any  thing  in  this  case  to  justify 
the  exercise  of  such  an  extraordinary  power,  aa 
that  assomed  by  tbe  Jndge,  to  commit  and  sus- 
pend Mr.  Lawless?  Was  justice  likely  to  be 
impeded,  because,  by  an  extra-judici^  act  of 
the  Judge  himself  his  opinion  was  subjected  to 
public  discussion?  Suppose  the  article  written 
by  Mr.  Lawless  to  have  been,  what  it  was  not, 
an  atrocious  libel,  founded  in  falsehood,  an  in- 
famous and  defamatory  libel,  where  was  the 
evil?  What  injury  could  it  have  done  to  the 
administration  of  justice?  Was  it  a  case  of 
emergency  ?  Ko,  sir.  It  would  have  been  an 
ordinu7  case  (tf  UbeL  which  could  just  as  well 
have  been  ^mushed,  through  the  ordinary 
channel  of  tnal  by  Jury,  in  two  years,  as  any 
other  libeL  Admit  the  impunity  of  Judge 
Pedc  from  scrutiny ;  suppose  him  to  have  be^ 
administering  the  king's  justice,  and  to  have 
been  protected  from  all  animadversion ;  where 
then  was  the  necessity  for  inflicting  punislmaent 
by  a  mode  of  trial  which  excluded  all  investi- 
gation; without  any  la-ial  in  fact;  without inves- 
t^ation ;  without  the  interposition  of  a  jury  ? 
Would  any  man  of  sense  contend,  on  these 
principles,  that  the  judges  of  the  United  States 
had  any  power,  any  right  to  punish  any  libel, 
however  flagitious,  on  any  act  of  th^  court, 
after  it  had  been  doneasaoontemptf  Had  the 
people  no  right  to  discuss  the  .principles  of  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States?  Had  s  »rath  Cardina  editor,  for  ex- 
ample, no  right  to  examine  the  opinicm  of  that 
court  in  the  oase  of  Cohen,  and  to  produce  it 
as  evidence  that  the  jndges  w^  the  ministers 
of  de^iotism  f  He  demanded  of  this  honorable 
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ooort,  vheUier  there  was  any  unmeasared  lan- 
gnage  of  reprobatioii,  in  which  a  oitizm  mi^ht 
not  indulge  towards  a  court  for  piononncing 
an  opinion,  and  proclaiming  prini»ples  danger- 
ous to  liberty,  and  to  the  free  institntions  ofhia 
country  f  Woold  the  Supreme  Court  send  the 
M^hal  to  South  Carolina  or  Louisiana  to  bring 
eac^  an  editor  before  them  for  contempt,  aaa 
to  punish  him  by'  the  summary  process  of  at- 
tachment !  From  his  knowledge  of  that  court, 
and  of  the  Chief  Justice,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  they  would  tmanimonsly,  and 
with  one  accord,  decide  that  they  were  a  court 
of  limited  powers;  that  they  did  not  poaaesa 
any  authority  on  uie  subject  of  oontempta,  ex- 
cept the  inherent  power  to  protect  themselves 
in  the  administration  of  justice,  and  to  prevent 
its  oltttruotion.  To  support  his  argument,  Mr. 
HoD.  adverted  to  the  sedition  law,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  exciting  any  prcyndioe,  or  reviving 
any  party  feeling,  m  this  honorable  court,  but 
as  Aimishing  some  analogy  for  the  illustration 
of  the  present  case.  That  law  was  thoroughly 
understood  by  every  public  man  in  the  country. 
It  was  settled  in  the  public  mind  to  be  an  usurp- 
ation. Every  man  of  understanding  consider- 
ed it  to  have  been  oncfHUtitutionaL  And  yet 
it  wasamitigatioaoftiieofmunon  law  of  fag- 
land.  It  exploded  the  monstrous  heresy,  that 
the  greater  uie  truth  the  greater  would  oe  the 
libeC  But  it  was  deemed  unconstitntionaL 
Oongress  were  condemned  not  for  having  pass- 
ed an  act  which  mitigated  the  principles  of  the 
common  law  of  England,  but  because  they  had 
no  authority  to  pass  any  law  restricting  the 
liberty  of  speech  or  of  the  press;  because  they 
had  conferred  on  the  federal  courts  a  power  to 
punish  for  contempt  any  man  who  might  utter 
or  publish  what  they  might  deem  a  libel.  Was 
not  this  a  grievance?  The  law  bad  been  re- 
pealed: it  had  become  universally  ocUous.  And 
^MWj  tiie  Preddent,  the  Senate,  imd  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives,  together,  did  not  possess 
the  power  which  Judge  Peck,  representmg  the 
King  of  England,  and  administermg  his  Justice, 
claimed,  of  punishing  a  citizen  for  contempt,  in 
daring  to  ^uestiQn  the  infallibility  of  bis  opinion. 
Whence  did  he  derive  a  power  which  did  not  be- 
long to  the  united  functionaries  of  this  Govern- 
ment (  Under  the  sedition  law,  the  citizen  ac- 
cused of  a  libel  was  entitled  to  a  trial  by  Jury, 
and  to  g^ve  the  truth  in  evidence. 

By  ite  repeal,  the  pet^le  of  the  United  States 
had  decided  that  the  President,  Senate,  and 
House'  of  Bepresentatives  could  not  subject  a 
oitixen  even  to  trial  by  a  jury  for  tiie  most 
deCamatorr  libeL  But  here,  in  this  oas^  the 
Judge  laidertakes,  not  by  the  interpontion  of 
a  jury,  but  of  his  own  will,  to  punish  t(at  con- 
tempt imagined  by  himself,  which  nobody  ^se 
womd  have  noticed  or  viewed  as  a  contempt. 
Without  law,  this  honorable  judge  dumed  a 
power  to  punish,  mudi 'greater  tiian  that  which 
was  possessed  by  every  other  branch  of  the 
Government  united.  He  claimed  a  power  to 
make  the  law,  and  puniah  under  it^  at  the  same 
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moment.  This  was  the  most  infamons  and^- 
rannical  of  the  whole  tissue  of  usurpations.  We 
had  analo^es  in  the  acts  of  Oongnx  bearing 
on  this  case.  By  the  judicial  act  oS  1789,  the 
federal  courts  luive  the  power  to  punish  for 
conteotpts  committed  during  the  progress  of  a 
trial  of  any  cause  depending  in  court.  In  car- 
rying this  law  into  effect,  they  might  punish 
any  act  tending  to  impede  the  course  of  justice, 
any  insult  to  the  court  or  jury,  any  contempt 
perpetrated  in  the  face  of  the  court,  by  fine  and 
imprismnwit.  The  vxprtm  grant  of  one  pow- 
er was  the  negation  ^  anothor.  The  power 
conferred  by  this  act  raised  a  presumption  that 
Congress  had  not  intoided  to  go  fbrtner ;  that 
the  federal  courts  possessed  no  other  or  greater 
authority  in  relation  to  contempts.  He  humbly 
conceived  that  the  kind  of  punishment  indicated 
by  tiiat  act,  was  that  by  fine  aad  imprisonment 
alone.  If  it  were,  it  would  .be  most  extraordi- 
nary that  the  courts  should  claim  the  power  to 
pimish  in  any  other  way  than  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment. Unquestionably,  they  did  not  pos- 
sess any  such  authority.  What  argument,  then, 
could  justify  the  renmndent?  Althongh  Con- 
gress had  authorized  only  fine  and  imprison- 
meut  for  the  higher  grades  of  contempt,  the 
respondent  daimMl  the  power  to  inflict  a  grower 
puoishment  for  the  milder  grades.  In  anj 
Tiew7  whether  we  r^arded  the  oommonlaw,  the 
laws  or  usages  of  our  own  country  or  of  Eng- 
land, or  the  principles  of  the  coinatntion,  our 
courts  and  jndgra  could  not  inflict  a  greater 
punishment  for  contempt  than  fine  and  imprison- 
ment :  they  could  not  inflict  disfranchisement : 
they  could  not  deprive  a  man  of  his  occupation, 
his  inheritance,  or  the  means  of  subsisting  his 
family.  Such  a  power  was  never  clumed  b»* 
fore  by  any  tribunal  in  the  civilized  world. 

It  must  be  apparent,  by  this  time,  that  the 
distziot  court  of  Kissouri  had  no  power  to  pun- 
ish a  dtizen  ot  the  United  States  for  oontempk 
farther  than  to  protect  the  court  in  the  actual 
administration  of  Justice.  Even  the  prindplea 
of  the  common  law  conferred  no  semblance  of 
authority  to  punish  a  contempt  a^tinst  the 
mi^esty  of  a  court.  What  was  uie  principle  as- 
sumed in  regard  to  contempts  by  the  courts  of 
England  ?  In  the  case  of  the  King  temt$  Al- 
mon,  which  was  no  case  at  all,  a  mere  extras 
judicial  opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Wilmot,  found 
among  his  papers  i^r  his  death,  all  t^e  princi- 
ples l^d  down  in  it  were  the  principles  of  un- 
mitigated ju^dal  despotism.  This  ingenious 
and  ar^l  tissue  assumed,  that  the  judges  of 
England  deriving  their  authority  from  the  King 
of  England,  and  adnunistering  the  King's  jos- 
tioe,  were  an  emanation  of  his  power,  and  that 
the  same  principle  which  protected  the  charac- 
ter and  person  of  the  King,  as  aaored^rotected 
those  of  his  Judges  in  like  manner.  This  opin- 
ion was  going  the  whole.  The  Jndges,  sitting 
in  the  seat  of  the  King,  could  not  be  called  to 
account  for  denying  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
or  rdbsing  to  fpnat  iL  without  making  the 
King  violate  his  coronation  oath  I   This  miser- 
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able  tissae  of  sophistry  and  fiUsehood  was  osed 
to  justify  the  paiuabment;  of  a  fair  and  manly 
paUioation  on  the  law  of  habeas  corpas  as  a 
contempt  t  God  forMd  that  any  man  in  this 
country  ahould  say  that  the  opiidons  of  Judges 
vore  not  a  fidr  anlgect  of  aDimadremon,  <a 
that  the  prooeedings  of  this  honorable  body 
vere  not  also  open  for  disonssion.  Ko  man, 
aoMwding  to  this  doctrine,  had  a  ri^^t  to  pnb- 
lish  soy  tilings  true  or  fidse,  concemiiu  any 
pablic  nmctionary,  disparaging  him,  his  oharac- 
ter,  or  opinions.  This  principle  of  the  English 
conrts,  a  district  Judge  of  the  United  States  has 
had  the  boldness  to  advance  to  Jostify  his  judi- 
cial tyranny.  Oonld  this  be  lav  t  Any  pnb- 
lieation  against  a  private  citizen  was  prima 
/aeie  a  libu :  it  was  the  private  individaal  that 
oogfat  to  be  protected  from  oahimii^.  The  same 
inmianity  did  not  belong  to  the  pnblio  func- 
tionary. What  might  prqperly  be  punished 
for  hfAng  a$iii  against  a  private  oitizen,  it  would 
be  jostifiable  to  say  agmnst  a  pnblio  fanctionary. 
There  was  hardly  any  thing,  true  or  false,  that 
on^t  not,  witE  impnnity,  to  be  allowed  to  be 
pnbliAed  against  a  public  man,  rather  than  run 
the  hazard  of  restricting  the  liberty  of  discns- 
rion.  By  the  irreversible  decision  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  npon  the  sedition  law, 
It  had  been  decided  that  yon  cami9t  punish  any 
thing  said  against  a  public  officer.  A  decinon 
BO  onanimous  as  that  was  did  not  exist  on  roc; 
ord.  He  woold  now  barely  call  the  attention  of 
this  honorable  court  to  one  or  two  British  an- 
ttoritiea  to  aatis^  them  that  ^ndge  Peck  had 
bem  ^altj  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  even  if  we 
admitted  ute  force  of  the  common  law  in  this 
coantry.  Some  of  the  elementary  English  an- 
tbors  carried  the  doctine  ot  oontonpt  ftuiher 
than  others. 

Blackstone,  in  whose  work,  unfortunately  for 
many  of  ns,  we  were  educated  as  a  text  book, 
copported  the  authority  of  the  King  on  all  oc- 
casions, and  spoke  of  tiie  right  of  tbe  court  to 
panish  for  oonsequential  contempts.  Bat  even 
he  ^d  not  push  the  doctrine  as  far  as  this  ty- 
nnineal  Jndge  had  done.  Hawkins  broadly 
laid  down  the  principle,  Uiat  any  words,  how- 
ever tme  or  fidse,  which  mi^t  be  nttered,  re- 
woadifld  ot  the  jndge,  were  immediately  fina- 
ble the  court ;  but  that  the  better  opinion 
waa,  that  a  man  could  not  be  pnni^ed  for 
words  8^d  against  a  Judge  not  in  tne  actual  ex- 
ecution of  his  offidal  £ities.  If  a  man  sidd 
that  a  judge  was  a  nnmsknll,  and  deserved  to 
be  hanged  for  giving  such  an  opinion,  here  was 
omitemptnoos  as  well  as  reproachful  langui^e ; 
bat  the  man  coOld  not  be  punished  for  it.  Tnis 
had  been  lud  down  by  a  writer  who  pushed 
the  King^B  prerogative  to  its  utmost  limits. 
Sudt  a  man  mi^ht  say  to  a  jndge  out  of  conrt, 
**  your  ofdnion  is  a  fair  subject  of  investigation : 
I  hare  a  rij^t  to  prononAoe  yon  a  fool  or  a 
sooandrcJ."  This  langnage  wonld  not  be  a 
pnipCT  aabjecA  of  indicboent.  He  wonld  not 
preCmd  to  compare  language  so  oontranptnons 
■  sod  fianqpectftu  aa  thia  to  the  pnl^oatum,  by 
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Mr.  Lawless,  of  "A  Citizen,"  for  which  his 
m^esty.  Judge  Feck,  had  imprisoned,  suspend- 
ed, and  disfranchised  the  author.  His  was  a 
respectful  and  harmless  puUication.  He  wonld 
produce  another  English  elementary  writer. 
According  to  Holl^  it  is  held  in  En^jand  that 
a  judicial  opinion  is  a  fair  subject  of  discussiiHL 
provided  no  bad  or  oorrapt  motive  be  ascribed 
to  the  Jndge.  Although  he  would  not  adndt 
tht^  it  was  punishable  to  say  to  a  tyrannical 
judge,  "  yon  are  a  judicial  tyrant,"  yet  even 
according  to  the  English  law,  as  expounded  by 
the  writers  to  whom  he  had  referred,  Judge 
Peck  had  no  right  to  punish  Mr.  Lawless,  who 
had  ascribed  no  wrong  or  corrupt  motive  to  his 
opinion  in  the  case  of  Soulard.  The  power  ex- 
'  ercised  by  that  Judge  was  the  most  arbitrary 
and  dangerous  ever  exeroised  by  any  court  or 
Judge  in  this  coantry.  It  was  a  pregnant  pnxtf 
of  the  danger  of  such  an  exneise  of  jndi^ 
power,  to  sa^,  as  he  would  declare,  that  the 
power  to  pnniah  for  contempt,  even  in  cues  of 
neoessity,  was  a  dangeroaa  power,  a  despotic 
power,  an  anomaly,  utterly  incompatible  with 
liberty,  the  essence  of  tyranny  ana  despotism. 
It  was  the  very  illustration  of  tyranny,  that  a 
judge  might  m^e  the  law,  fix  the  punishment, 
and  punish,  at  the  same  time.  Oould  any  man 
donbt  that  Judge  Peck  had  assumed  the  right 
to  punish  a  contempt  against  his  saored  person : 
that  he  had  fixed  the  punishment,  and  enforced 
it  too ;  that  be  had  performed  the  functions  of 
l^islator  and  Jndge  in  his  own  case  i  Oonld 
any  man  donlit  that  this  Judge,  to  gratify  his  vin- 
dictive passions,  had,  by  an  arbitrary  and  sum- 
mary process,  deprived  an  American  citizen  of 
his  rign^  sn^ected  him  to  an  ignominious  con- 
finement In  prison,  and  deprived  him  of  the 
means  of  snpporting  his  family  ?  Was  not  such 
a  man  a  juiucial  tyrant,  whose  crimes  called 
aloud  for  exemplary  punishmentt 

Mr.  MoDuFFiB  then  proceeded  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  court  to  the  publication  of  "A 
Citizen,"  which  Jndge  Feck  alleged  to  be  a 
libeL  punishable  as  a  contempt :  and  he  .ana- 
lyzed it  paragraph  by  paragraph,  comparing  it 
as  he  went  along  with  Uie  (pinion  of  the  Judg^ 
on  which  it  was. a  ocnnmentary,  and  with  the 
answer  to  the  artide  ^  impeachment,  in  order 
to  show  that  it  was  not  even  a  miarepresentar 
tion,  much  less  a  disrespectful  contempt,  of  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Feck.  By  this  analytical  pro- 
cess also,  he  would  demonstrate  -that  the  con- 
duct of  that  Judge  to  Mr.  Lawless  presented 
the  strongest  illustration  of  Judicial  despotism 
that  had  ever  been  exercised,  from  the  first 
dawn  of  civil  liberty  to  the  present  day.  It 
must  have  required  all  the  disordered  imagina- 
tion and  furious  passion  of  this  Jndge  to  distort 
into  a  contemptuous  libel  one  of  the  most  inno- 
cent publications  ever  issued  £rom  the  isess. 
A»  Ood  was  his  Judge,  if  he  did.not  know  the 
respectable  ooonsel  (u  uie  respmdent,  he  should 
say,  from  the  defence  of  the  Judge,  that  he 
must  have  been  deranged.  Ho  man  in  his 
aensea  could  have  tortued  the  puUicationof 
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Ur.  Lawlesa  as  he  had  d(me.  In  the  case  of 
Soolard'B  heirs,  althonsh  the  Judge  had  decided 
agidnat  the  claimaotB,  he  said,  in  his  published 
otanioD,  that  it  was  still  open  for  the  discoasion 
of  counsel.  Mr.  Lawless,  therefore,  commenced, 
his  pablication,  with  an  unbecoming  humility 
to  the  court,  such  as  no  citizen  ought  to  have 
manifested,  by  saying  that  he  would  aviul  him- 
self of  the  permission  granted  by  the  Judge,  to 
point  the  public  attenUon  to  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal errors  which  he  thought  he  had  disoov- 
erod  in  his  opinion.  This  very  apology  had 
been  seized  on  by  this  jealous  tyrant,  and  tor- 
tured into  an  insult  upon  the  court.  The  Judge 
alleged  that  he  had  not  siud  the  case  was  open 
for  newspiq>er  disoosdon ;  nor  had  Mr.  Lawless 
said  BO.  But  the  Judge  seemed  to  suppose  that 
Mr.  Lawless  had  discovered  a  secret ;  that  by 
the  publication  of  his  opinion,  Judge  Feck  had 
shown  so  little  sense  of  judicial  decency  and  de- 
corum as  to  invite  a  newspaper  discussion  of  a 
case  which  had  been  decided  m  his  court.  And 
this  was  the  insult  which  Mr.  Lawless  had  com- 
mitted I  This  was  the  congeries  of  ridiculous 
absnrd^es  uttered  by  the  Ju^ ;  this  ma  the 
defence  which  he  had  dared  to  make  before  the 
highest  tribnmd  in  the  United  States  I  Such 
an  idea  never  could  have  been  conceived  by 
any  man  of  understanding.  Humbly  as  the 
Judge  might  estimate  tiie  land  claimants  in 
Missouri,  no  one  of  them  would  have  been  so 
deficient  in  common  sense  as  to  have  put  the 
construction  which  he  had  put  on  the  apology 
of  Mr.  Lawless.  Mr.  MoD.  then  consecutivdy 
and  critically  examined  every  specification  in 
the  publication  of  *'A  Citizen,"  with  the  com- 
mentary of  the  Judge  upon  it ;  and,  in  relation 
to  the  first,  he  remarkea,  among  other  thmgs, 
that,  with  due  deference  to  Va.  Lawless,  he 
tfaonght  the  only  crime  he  had  committed  was 
a  violation  of  grammatical  ac<^b«oy ;  a  blander 
which,  he  believed,  was  common  to  the  Irish, 
and  Scotch  Irish ;  he  bad  construed  a  want  of 
power  in  a  sub-delegate  of  Louisiana  to  grant 
land  for  services  rendered,  or  to  be  rendered, 
into  a  prohibition  from  making  such  grants. 
And  for  this  monstrous  and  flagitious  blunder 
in  the  Eling's  English,  committed  by  Mr.  Law- 
less in  the  presence  of  his  honor  Judge  Peck ; 
for  thus  wounding  the  vanity  of  the  Judge, 
clothed  in  a  Httle  brief  authority,  Mr.  Lawless 
was  charged  with  the  suggestion  of  a  falsehood, 
and  sent  to  prison  for  a  contonptl  In  Uie  pro- 
gress of  his  analyna,  Mr.  UoD.  endeavored  to 
demonstrate,  that  many  of  the  interpretations 
put  by  Judge  Feck  npon  tihe  publication  of  Mr. 
Lawless  could  have  been  conceived  only  by  the 
very  spirit  of  judicial  cavilling ;  by  none  but  a 
tyrant  in  the  meridian  of  nis  tyranny;  by 
nothing  but  the  very  genius  of  despotism  in 
its  maddest  freaks.  He  pronounced  Judge  Peck 
himself  to  be  the  most  accomplished  libeller 
that  had  ever  appeared  in  a  court  of  justice, 
and  declared  that  bis  whole  commentaiy  upon 
the  publication  of  "A  Citizen,"  was  a  tissue  of 
libels  ofi^isive  to  decency.    The  charge  of 


Msebood,  absurdity,  libel,  ran  throu^  it;  it 
was  the  phantom  which  haunted  his  imadnap 
tion  when  he  sent  this  man  to  prison.  Frail 
would  be  the  tenure  by  which  the  people  would 
hold  their  liberties,  if  an  American  citizen  could 
be  pmiished  by  a  judge  for  the  coinage  of  his 
own  brain ;  i^  frantic  with  rage,  by  a  species 
of  school-boy  cavilling,  he  might  peipetrate 
this  indignity  npon  an  American  citizen  f 

Mr.  lAwhw  had  a  fUl  knowledge  of  tlie  facts 
and  the  laws  in  relation  to  land  Sums  In  Mi»- 
sonri  at  th»  time  of  writing  and  puhliabing  the 
article  for  which  be  was  punished.  He  had 
approached  much  nearer  to  grammatical  and 
substantial  accuracy  than  had  l>een  supposed 
by  2ifr.  MoD.  yesterday.  He  had  correctly  rep- 
resented the  opinions  of  Judge  Peek.  The 
Judge  had,  nevertheless,  declared  in  his  answer, 
In  relation  to  almost  every  specification  in  the 
publication  of  Mr.  Lawless,  that  it  was  untrue. 
Were  Mr.  Lawlesa  tbe  Judge,  Judge  Peck  him- 
self yronld  be  liable  to  be  attached  and  puni^ed 
for  contempt ;  but  Qod  forbid,  that  Mr.  Law- 
less should,  in  that  event,  have  the  power  to 
decide  upon  his  own  case.  That  gentleman 
had,  in  his  publication,  imputed  to  uie  Judge 
the  doctrine  that  the  relations  of  the  Glovemor 
General  of  Louisiana  had  the  effect  of  annulling 
the  grants  of  lands  for  services.  It  was  fortu- 
nate for  Mr.  Lawless  that  this  case  had  occurred 
in  1826,  before  the  great  national  question  of 
nullification  had  been  raised :  if  it  had  not,  Mr. 
Lawless  might  have  been  attached  and  punish- 
ed for  charging  Judge  Peck  with  nullifying  the 
regulations  of  the  Governor  General.  The 
vanity  of  the  Judge  had  been  cut,  by  giving  his 
opinions  without  his  remarks.  Mr.  Lawlesa 
had  g^ven  tiie  sabstanoe,  stripped  of  the  feath- 
ers. He  had  dared,  with  sacrilegions  hands, 
to  tear  Uie  opinion  o{  the  Judge  from  his  saoraa 
context,  and  to  give  it  to  the  public  wifiiont 
his  arguments ;  and  for  this  he  was  to  be  sent 
to  jul,  disfrandiised,  and  deprived  of  his  rights. 

Having  completed  his  analysis  of  the  pubU- 
cation  of  Mr.  Lawless,  of  which  no  sufficient 
idea  can  be  formed  from  this  imperfect  report, 
Mr.  MoD.  appealed  to  the  candor  of  the  honor- 
able court,  to  say  whether  that  publication  con- 
tained a  solitary  word  or  syllable  disrespectful 
or  contemptuous  to  the  court  or  the  Judge.  It 
would  be  difScult  for  them  to  lay  their  finger  upon 
any  political  or  other  publici^on  so  perfectly 
respectful  as  that  was.  Was  there  in  it  a  word 
of  censure  or  t^rwroaob?  It  was  tlie  praotioe 
in  South  Oarolma  for  every  lawyer  to  make  his 
own  statement  of  any  ezoeptioDs  which  he  may 
take  to  an  opinion  of  the  judges  in  the  courts 
below,  and  to  lay  it  before  tiie  same  judges, 
who  constituted  the  Court  of  Appeals  m  that 
State.  There  was  not  one  case  in  one  hundred, 
of  that  description  in  which  the  lawyers  were 
as  correct  in  giving  the  opinion  of  the  jndges 
as  Mr.  Lawlesa  hi^  been  in  representing  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Peck.  They  were  not  eroect- 
ed  to  give  the  dress  and  the  feathers  of  the 
judge.  They  were  expected  to  g^ve  the  (qdni<ai 
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M  tixej  nndentood  it.  Hr.  IfoD.  said  he  had 
never  made  a  atatunent  in  a  bill  of  exoeptiona 
as  oorrecUj  as  that  which  had  been  made  bj 
Hr.  lawless,  in  his  pablioatioa  of  the  opinion 
of  Jnd^  Peck.  Differing,  as  he  did,  from  the 
Judge,  It  was  natural  tliat  he  should  pat  a  dif- 
feruit  coustroction  upon  his  opinions ;  but  for 
this  no  Lawyer  in  that  State  had  ever  been  sent 
to  jail.  Every  man,  whether  in  onr  oonrts  or 
in  Uie  gladiatorial  halls  of  legislation,  was  liable 
to  have  his  argument  misunderstood  and  mis- 
represented :  but  he  did  not  wince  at  this,  or 
rise  np  on  every  occasion,  and  say,  I  did  not 
make  that  remark  or  that  ailment.  Was 
every  man  to  be  punished  for  misconceiving  an 
argoment  or  an  opinion  i 

The  Se<»«tai7  having,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
ISaD^  read  to  the  oonrt  the  publication  of  Hr. 
lawlesa,  that  honorable  manager  aj^tealed,  with 
perfect  confidence,  to  the  court,  to  say  whether 
a  more  harmless  or  respectful  pnblic^on  could 
have  been  made ;  whether  a  man,  who  c^uld 
regard  that  publication  as  a  contempt,  and  pun- 
ish it  by  sending  its  author  to  jail,  and  depriv- 
ing him  of  bis  right  to  foUow  his  profession^ 
occupation,  and  ot  the  means  of  subsisting  bis 
funily,  was  not  a  judicial  tyrant,  calling  for 
exemplary  punuhment  at  the  hands  of  this  au- 
gnst  tribunal!  According  to  the  principles 
which  he  had  cited  from  the  English  books, 
aoj  subject  of  England  might  public  a  com- 
mentary or  an  opnicm  of  a  Judge,  if  he  did 
not  Ascribe  corrupt  motives  to  it.  It  was  pnb- 
lie  property,  and  Uable  to  animadversion,  pro- 
Ttdra  that  the  fur  limits  of  criticism  were  not 
tranaeended.  This  was  the  English  law.  The 
0<Histitation  of  the  United  States  was  more 
free,  and  allowed  a  greater  latitude.  What 
was  the  criticism  of  Hr,  Lawless  I  Was  it  upon 
the  opinion  of  the  court  ?  No,  sir :  that  jndg- 
ment  had  been  pronoonced  six  months  before. 
The  decree  had  been  entered.  Mr.  Lawless  had 
not  taken  exception  to  it  after  the  case  had 
been  taken  out  of  that  court.  The  criticism 
was  upon  the  long  argument  of  Judge  Peck, 

Eoblianed  in  a  newroaper,  after  the  judgment 
ad  been  rendered.  ?rhe  ease  was  pending  be- 
fore th«  Supreme  Oonrt  of  the  United  States ; 
Hid  Judge  Peck  m^t  have  been  attached  for 
a  contempt  of  that  oonrt,  in  publishing  his  ar- 
gnment  in  the  newspapers,  upon  much  better 
grounds  than  those  upon  which  he  attached 
and  ponished  Mr.  Lawless.  The  opinion  of 
Judge  Peck  as  published,  had  not  been  deliv- 
ered in  term  time ;  it  was  published  in  vaca- 
titm.  Mr.  Lawless  had  just  as  much  right  to 
critidze  it  as  the  Judge  had  to  publish  it ;  and 
it  was  entitled  to  no  more  respect  than  if  it 
had  been  delivered  on  thehustmgs.  We  had 
heard  mnc^  about  judicial  decency  and  de- 
oorom.  JndgcuFeck  had  misconceived  both  by 
going  into  thethew^pers ;  and  his  published 
0|nnioD  was  not  entitled  to  the  decent  and  re- 
mee^al  notice  which  it  had  received  from  Mr. 
uwleas.  Any  citizen  possessed  a  fuU,  f^, 
and  dear  right  to  investigate  that  opiiuon.  He 
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considered  the  Judge  to  have  been  extremely 
censurable,  in  publishing  his  opinion  while 
the  case  was  pending  before  the  Supreme  Oonrt 
of  the  United  States.  Whatever  might  be  the 
character  of  the  contempt  imputed  to  Mr.  Law- 
less, whatever  might  be  thought  of  it,  the  Jud^e 
had  transcended  the  limits  of  all  authority  m 
inflicting  upon  him  the  particular  punishment 
which  he  had  visited  upon  him  for  the  offence. 
Fine  and  imprisonment  were  the  only  punish- 
ment of  a  citizen  authorized  by  the  law  of  Eng- 
land or  of  the  United  States  in  cases  of  contempt. 
Certainly,  Congress  had  never  delegated  any 
power  to  indict  a  greater  punishment  for  the 
highest  grades  of  contempt.  Any  officer  of  a 
oonrt,  attorney  practising  in  a  court,  for 
malversation,  fraud,  peculation,  unfiur  dealing 
with  his  clients,  for  any  baise  or  disgrac^l  act, 
where  convicted  of  fraud  or  perjury,  might  be 
stricken  from  the  rolls  of  the  court,  as  unworthy 
of  confidence.  Por  these  causes,  in  England  and 
the  United  States,  the  courts  had  assumed  the 
power  of  striking  from  their  lists  of  practising 
attorneys.  But  Judge  Peck  had  not  pretended 
that  Mr.  Lawless  had  been  guilty  of  any  of  these. 
Did  not  this  honorable  court  perceive  that  there 
was  no  relation  between  the  offence  and  the 
punishment  of  that  gentleman  ?  Because  Judge 
Peck's  dignity  had  been  offended,  because  he 
chose  to  think  the  publication  of  Mr.  Lawless 
calculated  to  bring  ridicule  and  cmtempt  upon 
his  conrt,  had  he  a  right  to  strike  him  from  the 
list  of  attorneys  practising  in  his  court,  and  to 
deprive  him  and  his  family  of  the  means -of 
snbsistence?  Mr.  Lawless  was  a  lawyer,  a 
public  man,  in  relation  to  the  pecuniary  interest 
of  hundreds  and  thousands  of  the  citizens  of 
Missouri ;  they  had  a  right  to  his  professional 
services,  and  this  tyrannical  Judge  had  said  that 
he  would  deprive  him  of  his  and  their  rights. 
He  had  exercised  a  tremendous  power,  not  call- 
ed for  by  any  public  consideration,  nor  justified 
by  any  law,  but  originating  in  the  malevolent 
passions  of  the  petty  judge  by  whom  the  sen- 
tence had  been  pronounced.  Having  presented 
to  the  oonrt  the  facts  and  the  grounds  upon 
which  tiie  managers,  on  the  part  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  prayed  i^  judgment  in  this 
case,  Mr.  MoD.  w(nud  offer  a  fow  general  re- 
marks on  the  danger,  the  real,  great,  and  alarm- 
ing danger  of  the  precedent  which  would  be 
established  by  this  honorable  court  if  Jn^ 
Feck  should  be  suffered  to  go  mipunished  for 
this  high  misdemeanor. 

He  had  violated  the  liberty  of  the  press  in 
the  most  dangerous  form.  He  had  violated  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury  by  drawing  to  himself  tiie 
power  to  try  and  punish  in  a  summary  manner 
an  offence  which,  if  it  were  one,  was  a  proper 
sabjeot  of  ordinary  indictment  and  trial.  And 
he  had  defeanded  his  tyrannioal  conduct  by  the 
allegation,  that  the  charge  of  violating  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press  was  the  stale  declamation  by 
which  demagogues,  slanderers,  and  libellers, 
attempted  to  justify  themselvea^  and  to  bring 
the  Government  into  ocmtempt.    He  trusted 
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that  Uberfy,  the  liberty  of  the  press,  was  not 
thus  to  be  laughed  and  sneered  oat  of  the  cap- 
ital of  ^e  United  States  by  a  petty  provincial 
judge.  When  a  Earopean  monarch  had  been 
hurled  from  his  throne  for  daring  to  violate  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  were  we  to  be  told  that 
the  liberty  of  the  press  was  only  the  theme  of 
demagogueB?  Tyrants,  alone,  would  so  desig- 
nate it.  It  had  been  justly  stud^  that  tlie  liber- 
ties of  mankind  could  not  survive  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  liberty  of  the  press.  Even  Hume, 
the  English  historian,  the  apolo^st  of  tyrants, 
had  declared,  that  no  people  having  the  liberty 
of  the  press  could  be  en^ved.  He  had  said, 
that  the  only  difiereoce  in  Government,  be- 
tween his  time  and  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  was, 
that,  when  he  wrote,  England  enjoyed  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press;  that,  with  this  privilege, 
Turkey  berself  would  be  comparatively  &ee. 
And  yet  we  are  told  by  this  Judge,  that  this 
was  the  theme  of  demagogues.  He  called  upon 
this  honorable  court  to  look  at  the  danger  of 
the  precipice  on  which  they  stood,  if  they  set 
the  prec(^lent  of  acquitting  this  Judge.  Sup- 
pose he  should  be  condemned  by  this  tribniuil ; 
suppose  he  should  go  back  to  Uissonri,  and 
proclaim  that  he  had  been  made  the  victim  of 
party  feeling,  as  he  had  said  in  defence  before 
the  other  House,  where  he  had  grossly  reflected 
upon  that  Eoose ;  suppose,  that  when  he  ar- 
rived in  Kiseonri,  be  uionld  make  the  wdkin 
ring  with  his  charges  against  this  court ;  would 
they,  after  the  sedition  law  had  been  driven 
from  the  statute  hook,  make  themselves  the 
legislators,  and  judges,  and  executioners,  of  the 
law,  by  punishing  Judge  Feck  for  his  calumnies 
agunst  them  1  Would  any  man  think  of  send- 
ing for  him  to  answer  for  tiie  free  investigation 
which  he  might  think  proper, to  indulge  in? 
Would  this  honorable  court  act  upon  the  prin- 
ciple which  tiiey  would  consecrate  by  the  ac- 
quittal of  Jndge  Peck?  And  yet  soch  would 
be  the  tendency  of  his  acquittal.  Evwy  editor 
in  the  United  States  was  liable  to  be  immured 
within  the  waUs  of  a  pruon,  upon  the  princi- 
ples asserted  by  Judge  Peck,  unless  this  Iwnor- 
able  court  would  say  that  it  would  be  extremely 
dangerous  for  the  President^  Senate,  and  Hoose 
of  Kepresentatives,  to  pnnish  editors  for  the 
ddly  calumnies  published  upon  them,  as  Judge 
Peck  had  punished  Hr.  Lawless.  Should  the 
Senate  of  Some  not  punish  a  libel,  and  yet  del- 
egate the  powOT  to  punish  to  its  proviwSal  pro- 
consuls f  Should  it  be  said  that  a  pro-conanl, 
reeking  with  the  blood  of  his  feUow-citizens, 
Biay  exercise  a  power,  may  be  trusted  with  this 
power,  ridher  than  we  Senate  of  Borne  f  It 
was  said  that  the  King  of  Bngland  conld  do  no 
wrong,  and  that  Uie  judges,  deriving  their  au- 
thority  from  him,  and  administering  his  justice, 
were  entitled  to  xa  equal  protection.  Jndge 
Peck  derived  his  power  from  the  President  and 
Senate.  You  may  slander  them  as  much  as 
you  choose ;  and  yet  you  may  not  slandw  this 
pitiful  emanation  of  their  authority. 
Hr.  IbiD.  contended  Hbaii,  if  any  paUio  fimo- 
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tionary  onght  to  be  held  reflp<Hi8)ble  to  the 
press,  whioi  was  the  organ,  the  only  troe  or- 
gan, of  the  people,  it  was  the  judges,  who  alone 
held  tb^r  offices  during  good  behavior.  If 
you  would  preserve  the  independence  of  the 
judiciary,  make  them  do  their  daty,  and  punish 
them  for  transgressing  it.  In  this  ago,  when 
tyrants  were  overwhelmed,  and  thrones  over- 
turned, for  violating  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
would  you  suffer  your  judges  to  trample  upon 
it  with  impunity!  He  had  always  been  in 
favor  of  the  independence  of  the  judiciary,  and 
against  the  rotatoT7  principle ;  but  if  the  doc- 
trine, that  tb»  ji^gea  were  not  liable  to  the 
animadverdon  of  the  public  press,  \»  estab- 
lished, God  forMd  that  he  should  permit  the 
independence  of  the  judiciary  to  continue  for  a 
moment  longer  than  he  could  help.  A  judge 
was  as  impalpable  as  air,  if  you  could  not  readi 
him  through  the  public  press.  You  must  per- 
mit him  to  go  on  with  his  outrages,  without 
complaint,  until  you  could  bring  him  before 
this  august  trihnn^.  You  might  bring  him  to 
account  here,  but  nowhere  else.  Had  we  come 
to  this,  that  we  may  not  call  a  judicial  tyrant  by 
his  right  name ;  that  we  may  not  call  him  to 
account  for  his  crimes  and  misdemeanors  ?  In 
the  worst  dars  of  Paris  the  cry  of  tyranny  was 
allowed.  "  Down  with  the  tyrant "  was  echoed 
and  re-echoed  from  one  enid  of  Paris  to  the 
otiiw.  But  when  a  judge  committed  an  out- 
rage, we  may  not  characterize  it  in  the  appro- 
priate language. 

It  was  in  vain  to  attempt  to  disguise  it.  If 
this  Judge  should  be  held  guiltless,  there  could 
l>e  no  judicial  outrage  which  would  not  be 
clearly  Justified  by  the  precedent.  It  had  never 
occurred  to  a  m^ority,  in  the  most  inflammable 
times,  to  punish  so  hiumless  an  article  as  that 
for  which  Ur.  Lawless  had  been  punished.  The 
precedent  of  an  acquittal  in  this  case  would  jus- 
tify any  judge  in  laying  down  any  principle  to 
justify  such  an  outrage.  The  most  insidiona 
encroadbment  of  power  would  be  sanctioned 
by  precedents  of  this  kind.  It  was  no  eztrar- 
agant  supposition  to  imagine  that  t^is  Govem- 
ment  might,  at  some  period  hereafter,  be  ad- 
ministered under  the  influence  of  party  pas- 
sions; that  a  party  mi^t  get  into  power  by 
intrigue  and  monument,  and  that  it  might 
occur  to  that  party,  consisting  of  a  minority,  to 
attempt  to  mamttdn  their  power  by  muzzling  or 
suppressing  the  freedom  of  tSie  press.  Iney 
mi^t  not  pass  a  sedition  law,  but  they  might 
appoint  tm  thousand  district  and  tentorial 
jadges ;  they  might  send  justices  of  the  peace 
into  every  town  and  parish  in  the  Union:  and 
each  of  these,  upon  the  doctiineof  Judge  Feck, 
might  drag  an  editor  before  him,  puni^  Mm 
for  contempt,  and  thus  destroy  uie  Uberty  of 
the  press.  It  was  impossible  toXell  the  extent 
to  which  this  principle  might  %e  carried  by 
party  judges,  in  party  times.  It  must  appear 
much  better,  in  the  view  of  every  statesman, 
to  suffer  the  most  ui^just  Hbels  to  be  published 
in  tiie  newspaper^  and  to  let  thehr  poieomed 
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mows  recoil  upon  UwmselTeB,  Hun  to  eap- 
prasB  the  liberiT  of  tiie  presB.  Sat  what  was 
the  liberty  of  Mi.  Lawless,  according  to  the 

Eractical  doctrine  of  Judge  Peck!  It  was  the 
bertj  of  being  sent  to  prison,  incarcerated 
with  common  felcms,  and  deprived  of  the  means 
of  h)3  sabsistence,  for  respectfully  differing  in 
opinion  with  the  Judge. 

A  wise  man  of  antiquity,  upon  being  asked 
what  was  the  best  form  of  Government,  justi- 
fied the  character  which  he  had  received  by 
the  answer,  that  that  was  the  best  in  which  an 
ii^ory  done  to  a  sin^e  citizen  was  felt  as  an 
ii^jiiry  done  to  the  whole  community.  There 
was  not  a  mad  in  the  oonntry  that  ought  not  to 
make  the  iqjary  done  to  Luke  E,  Lawless  his 
own.  We  were  told  that  he  was  an  Irishman. 
He  deserved  infinite  credit,  when  ordered  to 
prison,  for  the  moderation  which  he  exhibit^, 
for  not  dra^Dg  tiM  tyrant,  as  Yirginius  had 
dragged  the  tptait  Appios,  from  the  throne. 
As  God  was  tus  judge,  he  beheved,  that  if  the 
case  of  Mr.  Lawless  had  been  his ;  if  he  hod 
been  ordered  to  prison,  and  his  family  deprived 
of  the  means  of  subsistence,  he  ^ould  have 
dragged  him  from  his  seat  on  the  bench.  He 
hadnis  whole  life  lived  in  abhorrence  of 
despotism,  in  every  shape,  whether  in  a  judge, 
or  aa  overseer  of  slaves;  and  he  considered 
that  this  petty  Jndge  bad  been  guilty  of  tyran- 
nical otHuoot  which  would  have  msgraoed  a 
ala>Te-driTer, 

TmsDAT,  December  21. 

Thn  Senate  ag^  rewdved  itadf  intoaOonrt 
of  Impeachment. 

The  House  of  Bepresentatires  came  into  the 
Senate  Chamber  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  MoDuCTiB  resumed  the  floor,  and  cou- 
clnded  his  opening  speech,  commenced  yester- 
day, ag^st  the  respondent.  [The  remarks 
made  on  both  days  are  embodied  above,  instead 
of  dividing  them,  as  delivered.] 

Mr.  BuoHANAir  then  offered  the  documentary 
evidence  in  behalf  of  the  prosecution. 

The  ooort  then  adjourned. 


WxDiTRaDAT,  Decemb^  22. 

Trial  of  Judge  Peck. 

The  Senate  again  reived  itself  into  a  Oourt 
of  Impeachment. 

The  day  was  occupied  in  receiving  the  testi- 
mony of  LuKB  R  L^wissa,  and  in  examining 
him.  Before  the  cross-examination  was  finish- 
ed, the  Oonrt  a^f  (""^^ 


Thdbsdat,  December  28. 

Trial  of  Judge  Peck. 

At  twelve  o^clock  ^e  Senate  again  resolved 
itself  into  a  High  Oonrt  of  Impeaonment. 


The  oross -examination  of  ISx.  Lawless  waa 
resumed,  and  continued  during  the  whole  of 
the  sitting  of  this  day.  In  the  course  of  that 
examination,  both  yesterday  and  to-day,  a  va- 
riety of  points  were  r^sed,  and  argued  with 
great  abiUty  by  the  managers  and  the  counsel 
for  the  respondent,  on  the  admissibility  of  cer- 
tain questions  propounded  to  the  witness.  The 
most  important  of  these,  and  that  the  decision 
of  which  will  probably  protract  the  cross-exam- 
ination at  least  a  day  or  two,  was  the  point, 
whether  Mr.  Lawless  should  be  required  to  say, 
whether  oertaiu  designated  passages  in  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Peck^  in  the  case  of  SouIapi*a 
heirs,  were  the  parte  of  that  (pinion  upon 
which  he  based  the  assertion,  made  in  the  pub- 
lication of  "A  Citizen,"  that  Jndee  Peck  had 
awumed  the  position,  "  thf^  by  the  Onlinanoe 
of  1764,  a  sub-dele^te  under  ^e  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment of  Louisiana  was  prohibited  from 
making  a  grant  of  lands  in  consideration  of  ser- 
vices rendered,  or  to  be  rendered  ?"  The  Sen- 
ate, after  ingenious  and  able  arguments  by  Dfr. 
BnoHANAN  and  Mr.  Stores,  in  behfdf  of  the 
managers,  and  by  Mr.  Wibt,  in  behalf  of  the 
respondents  decided,  by  a  vote  of  thirty-two  to 
ten,  that  the  question  might  be  put,  and  must 
be  answered.  This  wilL  it  la  supposed,  lead  to 
a  similar  examination  oi  the  witness  in  relation 
to  the  p;rounds  upon  which  he  advanced  dl  the 
proponUons  contained  in  his  pubUoation  on  the 
ojiinion  of  Judge  Peck,  for  wnioh  be  was  com- 
mitted and  suspended .  frttm  practice  by  the 
Judge. 

The  narrative  part  of  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Lawless  will  afford  the  means  of  information 
to  the  general  reader  as  to  the  circumstances 
which  have  led  to  this  impeachment.  It  is 
therefore  subjoined.  Let  It  be  remembered, 
that  the  heirs  of  Soulard  filed  a  petition  in  the 
District  Oourt  for  Missouri,  of  which  the  re- 
spondrait  is  and  was  the  Judge,  to  try  tiie 
validity  of  their  daim  to  ten  thousand  arpents 
of  land,  under  a  concessi<Hi  alleged  to  nave 
been  issued  by  Trudeau,  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  Upper  Louisiana,  to  Antoine  Soulard, 
the  ancestor  of  the  petltionera.  Mr.  LkwIcgb 
was  the  counsel  in  the  case. 

Lun  Edvabd  Lawless,  Esq.,  having  been 
called  and  sworn,  gave  a  historical  narrative  of 
the  proceedings,  so  far  as  related  to  the  case  of 
Soulard,  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  State  of  Missouri,  under  the  act 
of  Congress  of  1824,  enabling  th»  claimants  to 
lands  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims, 
and  in  relation  to  the  circumstances  which  had 
led  to  his  commitment  and  suspension  by  tiiat 
court  He  testified,  in  substtmee,  that,  in  the 
case  of  Sou]ard*8  heirs  against  the  United  States, 
he  had,  as  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs,  argued  it 
on  a  general  demurrer.  It  was  thought  by  some 
of  the  profesuon  whom  he  consulted,  tliat  it 
would  be  well  to  have  his  argument  printed ; 
and  it  waa  acoordindy  printed.  Upon  the  ex- 
hibition to  him  by  Mr.  Buohasait,  one  of  the 
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honorable  managers,  of  one  of  the  printed  cop- 
ies of  the  argument,  he  said  that  it  was  the 
same.  The  demurrer  was  subsequently  with- 
drawn; and  the  District  Attorney  filed  bis 
answer  to  the  petition  of  the  cMmants.  "While 
taking  the  deposition  of  one  of  the  former  Lieu- 
tenant Governors  of  Upper  Looisiana,  Judge 
Pet^  mentioned  tbat  he  bad  read,  or  had  oaneed 
to  be  read  to  him,  tiie  argnment  of  Hr.  Law- 
less, a  oopy  of  which  that  gentleman  sfldd  he 
Lad  sent  to  him  before  that  time.  When  the 
court  again  sat,  Judge  Peck  directed  an  issue 
to  try  the  question,  whether  such  a  concession 
as  that  under  which  the  pltuntiffs  claimed  the 
lands  in  question  had  ever  been  made?  It 
was  found  that  it  had  been  made ;  such  as  it 
vraa  set  forth  to  be  in  the  petition  of  the  claim- 
ants.' The  cause  then  came  on  upon  its  merits 
and  the  proofs.  Mr.  Lawless  again  argued  it 
very  much  at  length.  This  was  in  the  spring  of 
1825.  The  conrt  took  the  case  under  advise- 
ment,  and  reserved  it  for  future  decision.  He 
was  absent,  and  the  Judge  decided  it  in  his  ab- 
sence.  Mr.  Lawless  was  not  present  when  the 
deoi^on  was  made ;  but  Judg«  Peck  postponed 
making  up  the  record  for  taking  an  appeal 
raiUl  t£e  counsel  returned.  "When  he  returned, 
the  record  was  made  up,  the  appeal  taken,  and 
the  appeal  bond  given.  This  was  in  Decem- 
ber, 1825.  In  Man^  following,  about  the  80th, 
he  saw,  in  the  Bepublican  newspaper,  published 
at  St.  Louis,  an  article  beaded, "  Feck,  Jndge," 
and  found  it  to  purport  to  be  au  opinion  or 
ai:gument  in  justincation  of  the  decree  of  the 
District  Court  entered  in  the  case  of  Soulard's 
heirs  against  the  United  States. 

It  appeared  to  him  to  cont^  a  great  many 
errors,  in  fact  and  in  doctrine.  It  appeared  to 
bim  to  be  calculated  injuriously  to  a^t  the 
jrablic  opinion  upon  that  and  a  variety  of  other 
mmilar  claims,  in  which  he  was  oonoerned  as 
counsel.  The  article  was  anonymous,  and  he 
looked  on  it  as  an  ai^Tunent  not  presented  by 
the  Judge,  when  his  opinion  was  delivered.  It 
produced  a  great  sensation,  tended  to  depress 
the  hopes  of  his  clients,  and  to  depreciate  con- 
siderably the  value  of  their  property.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  rather  to  be  au  inquiry  of  what 
the  law  should  be,  than  a  peremptory  decision 
of  what  it  was.  In  the  opening  of  that  opin- 
ion, the  Judge  eziHessed  doubts  as  to  the  law, 
and  seemed  to  feel  as  if  he  were  weodering 
through  a  wildemiBss  to  reach  the  deured  obiect 
Further  disousnon  seemed  to  be  invited  of  the 
p<^t8  involved  in  that  decision.  Taking  all 
these  considerations  into  view,  and  believing 
that  as  a  dtizen,  independently  of  his  character 
as  counsel,  he  had  an  undoubted  ri^ht  to  point 
out  the  errors  in  the  published  opinion  of  the 
Judge,  and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  he  could,  the 
injury  they  were  likely  to  produce,  Mr.  Lawless 
took  up  his  pen,  and  wrote  the  article  signed 
"  A  Oitizen,'*  which  was  published  in  the  Mis- 
souri Advocate  and  Bt.  Louis  Enquirer,  of  the 
8th  of  April,  in  the  same  year.  Shortly  after 
that  the  District  Court  sat  bj  spedal  aqjoom- 


[Decdibcr,  1880. 

meut.  He  attended,  and  took  his  place  in  court. 
Upon  taking  his  seat,  and  disposing  of  some 
business,  the  Judge  pulled  a  newspaper  out  of 
his  pocket,  stated  what  paper  it  was,  and  asked, 
with  apparent  emotion,  who  was  its  editor, 
addressing  himselE  as  Mr.  Lawless  thoaglit^ 

Cticularly  to  the  District  Attorney,  or  to  the 
generally.  Mr.  Lawless  replied,  that  he 
knew  who  was  the  editor  d  toe  paper,  and 
that  it  was  one  Stephen  W.  Foreman.  He  be- 
lieved, from  his  manner,  t^at  the  Jndge  had 
in  view  the  article  wMch  he  had  written ;  and 
he  was  perfectly  willing  that  it  should  be 
brought  up  for  discussion.  The  Jndge  asked  - 
Mr.  Lawless  if  he  would  swear  to  the  fact  as  to 
the  editor.  He  said  he  would,  and  was  accord- 
ingly sworn.  Describing  the  article  Judge 
Peck  dicteted  a  rule  upon  the  editor,  to  show 
cause  why  he  had  published  it.  The  rule  was 
served  upon  the  editor,  and  Mr.  Lawless  volun- 
teered as  counsel  for  him,  he  being  the  author 
of  the  article,  and  considering  it  his  duty  to 
deftoid  the  editor.  He  applied  to  no  other  per- 
son to  appear  for  him.  ISr,  Lawless  urged 
the  editor  by  no  metms  to  nve  up  the  author, 
using  every  argument  that  ne  conld  to  satisfy 
him  that  it  was  his  duty  not  to  yield  on  snch 
an  occasion.  He  appeared  in  court  the  day 
alter  the  order  was  issued^  and  defended  the 
editor  on  all  the  grounds  which  gugsested  them- 
selves to  his  mind ;  on  the  ground  of  the  per- 
fect truth  of  the  article,  and  of  the  absence  on 
its  face  of  all  intention  to  commit  a  contempt 
in  demonstrating  the  truth  of  the  article,  he 
recurred  to  the  published  opinion  of  the  Jndg^ 
to  all  that  the  article  contained,  and  pursued 
the  same  course  of  argument,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, as  £bi:  as  his  humble  abilities  would  per- 
mit, which  had  been  taken  by  the  honorable 
Manager  who  had  opened  this  case.  He  pro- 
duced all  the  authorities  which  he  could  rake 
up  on  the  occasion,  to  ^ow  that  the  publication 
of  *'  A  Citizen^'  was  not  a  contempt.  Imme- 
diately after  concluding  his  anrnment,  which, 
he  thought,  had  occupied  more  tban  one  day,  he 
left  the  coart ;  and  be  understood  that  Mr.  Gey- 
er,  a  gentleman  of  the  St.  Louis  bar,  had  also 
afterwards  stepped  forward  in  defence  of  the 
editor. 

TVhen  Mr.  Lawless  retomed  into  court, 
he  found  Judge  Feck  about  to  make  the  role 
absolute  for  an  attachment  upon  the  editor. 
Ocmddering  that  the  Judge  appeared  to  fokat 
at  him  as  the  author  of  the  •article,  inasmnch 
as  the  rights  of  his  dients  were'invotved  in  the 
case,  he  changed  his  view  of  the  course  which 
the  editor  ought  to  pursue,  and  assented  to  the 
giving  up  of  his  own  name  as  t^e  author,  litr. 
Foreman  was  then  discharged  ^m  the  rule, 
and  a  rule  was  made  on  Mr.  Lawless,  to  show 
cause  why  an  attachment  should  not  issue 
against  him,  and  why  he  shoold  not  be  sus- 
pended from  practice  in  that  court  for  having 
written  the  article  as  set  forth  in  the  attach- 
ment Mr.  Geyer,  Mr.  Magennia,  and  Mr. 
Strother,  members  oS  the  bar,  appeared  before 
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Jadge  Feckf  the  next  day,  he  believed,  and 
argaed  the  matter  as  his  couuseL  When  tbej 
attempted  to  demonstrate  the  iatrinsio  truth  of 
the  artiole  of  "  A  Citizen,"  they  were  stopped 
by  the  Jadge,  told  that  he  had  decided  and  dis- 
posed of  that  qnestion,  and  that  it  was  not  open 
for  further  argument.  They  then  proceeded  to 
discosa  the  questions  of  pure  law  on  the  merits 
of  th«  case.  Their  authorities  and  argoments 
(HI  that  point  were  oTerroled  by  the  Judge,  who 
ordered  the  article  to  be  read  to  him,  paragraph 
by  paragraph,  by  Hr.  Bates,  the  District  At- 
torney, and  proceeded  to  examine  and  comment 
upon  each  paragraph  as  it  was  read.  The  man- 
ner of  the  Judge,  in  treating  the  subject,  was 
exoeedinriy  vehement;  he  was  more  impas- 
siooed  tlum  he  had  erer  seen  lum.  In  his 
observaUons,  he  permitted  himself  to  nse  ex- 
prea^ona  which  Mr.  Lawless  considered  offen- 
rave  to  him  as  a  man  and  a  genUeman.  The 
witness  felt  himself  irritated  by  them,  and 
perhaps  hia  countenance  exhibited  evidences  of 
that  irritation.  He  was  apprehensive  that  he 
might  betray  his  feelings  by  some  expression  or 
gesture,  and  he  thou^t  it  best  to  leave  the 
eonrt.  He,  ther^ore,  asked  his  friend,  Mr. 
Geyer,  if  he  thought  it  would  be  a  contempt 
for  him  to  leave  the  court  while  the  Judge  was 
^peaking :  Mr.  Geyer  thought  no  contempt  \ 
could  be  inferred  from  his  leaving  the  conrt 
He  rose  up  and  left  the  court,  and  went  to  the 
Gireait  Conrt  for  the  comity  of  Bt.  Lonis,  then 
Bitting,  before  which  it  so  happened  that  a  case, 
in  which  he  was  employed  as  leading  counsel, 
was  about  to  be  tried.  It  was  the  case  of  some 
slaves,  who  had  sued  Peter  Cbotean  for  the 
recovery  of  their  freedom.  He  was  counsel 
for  the  defeudant.  While  this  trial  was  pro- 
oeeding,  he  was  informed  by  the  de^ty  marshal 
the  rule  of  an  attachment  aguust  him  had  been 
made  absolute  by  Judge  Iraok;  and  he  was, 
therefore,  obliged  to  leave  the  Circuit  OourL 
When  he  fQ>peared  in  the  District  Court, 
oonduoted  by  the  deputy  marshal,  he  was 
iofinrmed  by  Judge  Peck,  that  be  had  a  ri{^t  to 
demand  that  interrogatories  should  be  pro- 
pounded to  him,  as  he  understood  him,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  him  to  purge  himself  at  the 
allied  contempt. 

To  this  the  witness  replied,  that  he  did  not 
require  any  interrogatories  to  be  propounded 
to  him;  and,  if  propounded,  he  should  not 
answer  them.  He  did  not  recollect  whether  he 
then  stated  any  reasons  to  the  conrt  for  declin- 
ing. He  tendered  exceptions  to  the  detodon  of 
the  Judge  with  his  reasons,  which  the  Judge 
refined  to  file.  An  order  was  then  made  out 
for  hia  commitment  to  prison  for  twenty-four 
hours,  and  for  his  suspension  from  practice  in 
that  court  for  eighteen  months.  X  copy  of  the 
order  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  deputy 
marshal,  and  the  witness  was  conducted  to  the 
Jul  of  the  county  of  St.  Louis,  locked  up  in  a 
room  where  common  felons  had  been  impris- 
oned, as  he  was  informed  and  believed.  Mr. 
Soolard  and  Ur.  Hector  acc<mipanied  him,  and 


were  looked  up  in  the  room  with  him.  After 
wituess  had  been  there  some  time,  he  ctUled  for 
the  jailer,  and  requested  bim  to  show  him  the 
order  of  commitment,  which  he  did.  After  he 
had  examined  it,  he  determined  to  petition  the 
circuit  court  for  a  writ  of  habecu  carpus,  in 
order  to  apply  for  a  release,  on  grounds  which 
be  thought  he  had  discovered  in  the  order  itself. 
The  judge  of  that  court  granted  the  writ,  and 
decided  to  discharge  him  from  prison,  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  no  seal  to  the  order  or 
signature  of  the  Ju^e.  He  was  accordingly 
discharged,  and  heara  no  mace  on  the  snlgject 
from  Judgo  Peek.  An  order  was  also  made 
out  to  suspend  him  from  practice  fbr  eighteen, 
months,  and  he  was  not  restored  until  his  stis- 
pension  had  expired  by  limitation.  It  appealed 
further,  from  the  testimony  of  the  witness, 
that  he  was  a  native  of  Ireland ;  that  he  left 
that  country  in  1810 ;  that  he  went  to  France, 
and  that  he  came  to  the  ITnited  States  in  1816. 
[It  is  said  that  he  was  an  officer  in  the  army  of 
Napoleon  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo.]  He 
declared  his  intention  in  the  Marine  Conrt  of 
New  York,  as  soon  as  he  arrived  in  that  city,  to 
apply  for  a  certifloate  of  naturalization  as  an 
American  citizen ;  and  he  accordingly  obttdned 
his  certifloate  at  St  Louis,  in  1823.  He  had 
been  admitted  to  practise  in  Kentucky,  both  by 
Judge  Johnson  and  Judge  Barry,  the  present 
Postmaster  General  of  the  ITnited  States,  and 
moved  on  with  the  tide  of  emigration  to  St. 
Louis  in  Uissouri. 


Fbidat,  December  24. 
I^itf  Judge  Peek. 

After  despatching;  several  private  sot^ecti, 
and  spending  some  time  in  Executive  boslnees, 

The  Senate  agun  resolved  itself  into  a  Court 
of  Impeachment. 

The  cross-exanunfttion  of  Mr.  LAwtHSS  was 
continued  np  to  the  hour  of  adjournment.  It 
reached  only  to  the  sixth  siiecifioation  in  the 
publication  of  "A  Citizen."  The  searching 
ability  displayed  by  Mr.  Wmx  on  the  occasion 
was  met  by  nnnsual  vigor,  talent,  and  det^on, 
on  the  part  of  the  witness. 

The  Senate  adjourned  till  eleven,  and  the 
court  till  twdye  o'clock,  on  Monday. 

MoHDAT,  December  27. 
IHalo/ Judge  Pwi. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itsdf  into  a  High 
Conrt  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  WntT,  the  leading  counsel  for  the  re- 
spondent, resumed  and  ooncluded  the  cross- 
exam  ination  of  Mr.  lUwLBas. 


TuESDAT,  December  28. 
Trial  if  Judge  Peck. 
After  the  transootlon  of  some  ndnor  had-  ' 
ness, 
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The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Court  of  Impeachment. 
■  •  Henry  S.  Gbter,  a  member  of  the  Missonri 

bar,  the  Bev.  Thomas  Hobbell,  and  Abthub 
L.  MAaENNis,  another  member  of  the  Missonri 
bar,  were  examined,  and  oross-ezamined,  as 
witnesses  on  behalf  of  the  House  of  B^roeent- 
etarrea. 


Wbdubsdat,  December  29. 
TYial  of  Judge  Peck. 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  Senate  agfun  resolved 
itself  into  a  High  Court  of  Impeachment 

Mr.  Mebbdith  announced  the  absence  of  his 
friend  and  colleague,  (Mr.  Wibt,)  in  this  case. 
He  bad  been  call^  home  to  B^timore  by  the 
dangerous  illness  of  one  of  his  children.  He 
felt  the  embarrassment  of  his  own  ntnation, 
occasioned  by  this  unpleasant  circumstance. 
To  be  deprived  of  the  aid  of  bis  ooDeagae  at 
any  time,  or  on  any  occasion,  would  to  him  be 
a  cause  of  regret ;  but  in  a  case  of  this  magni- 
tude, so  iuteresting  to  the  respondenL  and  so 
interesting  to  the  community,  to  be  depriTed 
of  his  services  was  a  source  of  deep  regret 
yOivX  he  should,  therefore,  propose,  with  the 
consent  of  the  managers  on  the  other  side,  was, 
that  they  should  proceed  to  finish  the  examina- 
tion of  the  witnesses,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  then  that  this  honorable  court  ahould 
adjourn  over  to  Mond^  next,  to  await  tte  retom 
of  Mr.  Wirt 

Mr.  BuonANAN  said,  that  the  managers  on 
the  ^art  of  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives  would 
aoqniesce  in  whatever  the  court  might  deter^ 
mine  to  be  its  ideasure  on  the  occatdon. 

Chaklbb  3.  Hbhpstbad,  Eowabd  Chablkw, 
and  Wbabton  Rbotob,  witnesses  in  behalf  of 
the  impeachment,  were  then  called,  sworn,  ex- 
amined, and  cross-examined. 

The  certificate  of  naturalization  of  Mr.  Law- 
less, the  protest  of  the  Spanish  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  Upper  Loniaaaa,  agiunst  the  regnla- 
tiona  of  Morales,  and  sundry  o^er  papers,  were 
produced  as  evidence. 

Mr.  BuoHAXAif  then  said,  that  the  Managers 
of  the  Honae  Representatives  here  rested 
the  cause  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Mkbxdith  renewed  his  ^plication  fbr  a 
suspension  of  the  trial  until  Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tazewell,  the  court 
determined  to  a^oom  over  to  Monday  next,  at 
twelve  o'clock. 

The  Senate  ac^ounied  till  to-morrow. 


MoNDAT,  January  8,  1881. 

The  honorable  .Tohn  C.  Calhoun,  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Statfis,  appeared  this  day 
and  took  the  Chair  as  President  of  the  Senate. 

Trial  of  Judge  Peek. 
After  the  transaction  of  some  morning  busi- 
ness, the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Oonrt  of  Impeadmient 


[Jahdabt,  1881. 

In  consequence  of  the  death  of  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  WiHT,  the  leading  counsel  of  Judge  Peck, 
the  Court  of  Impeaoiiroent,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Tazewell,  adjourned  to  twelve  o'clock  on 
Wednesdi^  next 

Mr.  Lrriscnios  subnutted  the  f<^oiring  reao- 
Intion : 

Sttoltedf  Tlut  nothmg  cootuoed  in  any  of  the 
rules  for  conductiog  impeachinents,  made  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  May,  1880,  shall  be  so  coDStmed  as 
to  prevent  any  Senator,  when  he  shall  give  bis  vote 
on  the  question  guilty  or  not  gdlty  oo  any  article 
in  an  impeaohment,  from  aarigmog  ma  reaaona  for 
such  vote. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  condderation  of 
Execative  bnsmess,  and  ^ent  upwards  of  two 
hours  on  it,  and  then  a^oorned. 


TuxsDAT,  January  4. 

The  ImpeaeJunent. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterdqr  "by  Mr. 
LmNQBTOR,  explaining  the  rules  to  conduct 
impeachmoits,  so  aa  to  allow  any  Senator  to 
assign  his  reasons  for  his  vote  on  the  question 

of  ginlty  or  not  guilty,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  the  resolution  was  predicated 
upon  a  doubt  whether  the  rules  adopted  in 
Mapr  last  did,  or  did  not,  allow  Senators  to 
assign  their  reasons  for  the  votes  they  might 
give  on  the  pending  impeachment.  He  was 
rather  indifferent  than  otherwise  as  to  the  fate 
of  the  resolution.  Its  ot{)ect  was  to  settle  the 
doubts  which  existed  on  uie  subject ;  and  that 
object  would  be  attained,  whether  the  resolu- 
tion should  be  rejected  or  adopted.  Both  sides 
of  the  qaestion  presented  difficulties.  The 
Court  oousitted  of  forty-eight  members ;  and 
if  every  member  were  to  express  his  sentiments, 
after  the  Managers  and  toe  Counsel  for  the 
respondent  had  been  heard,  a  great  deal  of  time 
would  be  consamed.  On.  the  other  hand,  the 
right  to  speak  on  the  occasion  was  one  which 
he  considered  a  proper  privilege ;  and  he  was, 
upon  the  whole,  disposed  to  affirm  it 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Fobstth,  tiie  reso- 
lution was  lead  upon  tiie  taUe  until  tomorrow. 


Wbdi^dat,  January  6. 

Trial  of  Judge  Peck. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  Senate  resolved  itself 
into  a  High  Court  of  Impeachment  The  msn- 
agers  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  and  the 
respondent  and  bis  counsel,  having  taken  their 
seats, 

Mr.  MEBEDrni  opened  the  grouDds  of  de- 
fence. The  honorable  manager,  who  had  stated 
the  case  for  the  impeachment,  had  prop^ly  ad- 
verted to  its  great  impratance,  both  to  tiie  re- 

rndent  and  tiie  oommnnlty.  To  the  respon- 
t  personally,  it  was  undoubtedly^  of  very 
deep  mterest.  In  its  character  and  its  conse- 
quences. He  was  charged  with  the  exercise  ot 


TWo/  <if  Ju^  Peck. 


Digi:ized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


135 


jAinrAKr,  1831.] 

an  arbitrary,  oppresenve,  and  nsnrped  jadicial 
power,  from  malicions  motives,  to  the  great 
oisparagemeQt  of  pnblic  justice,  and  to  the  sub- 
version  of  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  If  this  chai^  were  sustained 
by  this  honorable  ooart,  the  respondent  would 
be  doomed  to  meet  not  only  the  lasting  re- 
proaches of  his  fellow-citizens,  but  the  grievous 
coDsequencefl  of  removal  from  ofiBce,  and,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court,  sonteQC^  to  a  per- 
petual ostracism  from  the  oonfldenoe  and  hon- 
ors of  hifl  country.  Couriderations  of  this  lind 
entitled  him  to  the  most  serion^  calm,  and  dis- 
passionate deliberation  upon  his  case.  Other 
oonaiderations  called  for  cool  and  candid  exam- 
ination. Tbe  surest  safegaard  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people  was  to  be  found  in  the  firm  and 
independent  administration  of  justice ;  and  it 
became  them  to  look  to  the  safety  of  that  por- 
tal which  the  constitution  had  placed  around 
the  judicial  authority  of  the  country.  If  the 
doctrine  on  which  this  impeachment  bad  been 
supported  were  sustained,  questions  wonld  arise 
oat  of  the  case  of  deep  and  lasting  buportance. 
His  duty  on  the  occasion  was  an  exceedingly 
dmple  one ;  it  was  within  prescribed  limits ; 
and  to  these  he  should  confine  bimselfL  He 
had  to  state  tbe  grounds  of  defence  on  which 
the  respondent  relied,  with  the  evidence  to  sup- 
port that  defence.  The  transaction  which  had 
prodaced  this  impeachment  could  be  told  in  a 
very  few  words.  The  respondent,  as  Judge  of 
the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  in  Mis- 
sonri,  bad  pronounced  an  opinion  in  a  case  of 
very  great  importance,  and  had  been  induced 
to  publish  that  opinion  in  ooe  of  the  news- 
pai>ers  of  that  country.    It  was  already  in 

Sroof^  and  would  more  fully  be  shown  in  evi- 
enee  hereafter,  that  the  <^inion  had  been  pnb- 
liahed  not  only  at  the  request  of  the  members 
of  the  bar,  bat  of  those  persons  generally  who 
were  interested  in  tbe  case.  One  of  the  coun- 
sel concerned  in  it  had  thought  proper  after- 
w»dfl  to  publish,  anonymously,  under  l^e  sig- 
natare  of  "A  Citizen,"  not  a  fair  criticism  upon 
it,  bat  a  bare  enumeration  of  what  he  termed 
the  errors  of  the  Court,  some  of  its  principal 
errors  in  fact  and  in  doctrine,  some  of  the  as- 
sumptions of  the  Judge,  without  assigning  any 
reasons  to  snstaiu  the  charge.  This  publica- 
tion, to  the  mind  of  the  respondent,  appeared 
to  be  a  ^ross  and  palpable  misrepresentation  of 
lus  opinion,  calculated  to  brine  nis  court  into 
disr^pect;  and  he  prooeeded  to  attach  and 
pnnish  its  auth&T  for  the  contempt.  After  a 
patient  bearing  of  two  or  three  days;  after 
giving  to  the  counsel  of  the  author  every  op- 
portunity to  defend  him,  and  to  him  every  op- 
portanity  to  purge  himself  of  all  intentional  dis- 
respect to  the  court ;  ^er  the  peremptory  re- 
fosat  of  Mr.  Lawless  to  answer  the  interroga- 
tories propounded  to  him,  and  his  reassertion 
of  the  truth  of  bis  publication,  Judge  Peck  bad 
sentenced  bim  to  twenty-four  honrs  imprison- 
ment and  to  a  suspension  from  practice  in  his 
court  for  eighteen  months.    For  this  the  re- 


[Sekate. 

spondent  bad  been  charged  with  a  hi^h  mtsde* 
meaner,  and  with  the  wilful  and  malicious  ex- 
ercise of  an  arbitrary  and  oppressive  judicial 
power.  Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  state  tbe 
facts  and  evidence  by  which  the  respondent 
would  be  able  to  establish  the  positions,  that  a 
contempt  had  been  committed  by  Mr.  Ltfwless ; 
that  the  court  possessed  a  legal  warrant  to  pun- 
i^  him  for  the  contempt ;  and  that,  if  not,  the 
judge  was  influenced,  in  uie  case,  by  a  sense  ot 
official  obligation  and  duty,  and  not  by  the  wil- 
ful, malicious,  and  arbitrary  motive  and  inten- 
tion imputed  to  him  in  the  article  of  impeach- 
ment. He  gave  a  history  and  character  of  tbe 
land  claims,  and  the  transactions  out  of  which 
this  impeachment  had  grown ;  the  arduous  and 
perilous  difficulties  which  the  respondent  bad 
to  encounter  in  the  exercise  of  his  lurisdiction 
over  the  alleged  concessions  olEumed  under  the 
Spanish  authorities,  and  tbe  frauds,  meditated 
and  apprehended,  against  which  be  had  to 
guard.  He  described  the  case  of  Soulard,  which 
had  led  to  this  impeachment,  as  a  select  and 
test  cause,  and  said  that  it  required  no  pro- 
phetic spirit  in  the  Judge  to  fbresee  the  dissatia- 
kctiou  which  an  adverse  dednon  would  pro- 
daoe  in  all  the  ohumants.  It  woold  extinguish 
their  hopes,  as  long  as  the  decision  remuued 
unrepealed,  or  the  court  unchecked.  Accord- 
ingly, general  dissatisfaction  and  dismay  on  tbe 
part  of  suitors  did  ensue.  The  Judge  postponed 
the  enrolment  of  his  decree  in  the  case,  to  en- 
able Mr.  Lawless  and  his  associate  counsel  to 
put  in  tBeir  exceptions  to  it,  or  to  fUrnish  far- 
ther argument  upon  it.  This  was  declined  by 
them.  The  Judge  published  his  opinion.  The 
motives  for  its  publication  were  summed  ap  in 
his  answer  to  the  charge  in  the  article  of  im- 
peachment He  perceived  that  such  pablica- 
tiona  were  usual  both  in  Eagland  and  i^erioa, 
and  saw  no  impropriety  in  the  practice.  On 
the  contrary,  the  branch  of  law  involved  in  the 
case  was  new ;  its  grounds  bad  not  been  fully 
signed  at  the  bar,  and  it  was  proper  that  they 
should  be  fully  opened  for  the  deliberate  con- 
sideration of  counsel ;  it  was  right  that  their 
clients  should  see  the  reasoning  of  tbe  court  on 
the  sabject,  and,  if  satisfactory,  that  they  should 
be  saved  from  any  further  expense.  It  was 
proper  that  they  should  see  that  the  court  bad 
not  hastily  and  incoosiderately  assumed  the 
principles  upon  which  the  opinion  was  founded, 
but  that  it  had  conscientiously,  upon  facts  and 
arguments  which  itcoold  not  resist,  come  to  its 
condoBion  in  the  case.  Upon  these  reasons, 
the  respondent  confidently  rdied  for  the  justifi- 
cation of  the  publication  of  his  opinion.  Eight 
days  after,  it  was  followed  by  tbe  publication 
of  "A  Citizen,"  in  another  newspaper.  In  this, 
the  respondent  saw  a  gross  and  palpable  mis- 
representation, calculated  to  bring  ridicole  and 
contempt  upon  the  court,  to  provoke  the  re- 
sentment of  the  claimants  towards  the  Judge, 
and  to  break  down  the  court  by  the  force  of 
public  opinion.  Was  the  respondent  justified 
in  these  apprehensions!   Kbtwithstanding  the 
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gloss  put  upon  the  subject  by  the  compariBon 
which  the  boDorable  manager  (Mr.  MoDdffis) 
had  iDStitated  between  the  opinion  of  the  Judge 
and  the  pnbUootioa  oflSr.  Lawlem,  the  respon- 
dent relied  upon  a  candid  examination,  and 
oomparison  by  this  honorable  court. 

He  would  be  able  to  show,  by  gentlemen  fa- 
miliar with  the  case,  that  he  was  by  no  means 
dngular  in  attributing  misrepresentation  to  the 
publioatioa  of  "A  Citizen."  Uen  of  intelli- 
gence, lawyers,  acquunted  with  all  the  facts 
and  doctrines  of  the  case,  looking  with  a  sinf^e 
eye  to  see  whether  misrepreseqt^on  was  to  be 
found  in  the  publication  or  not,  would  establish 
the  fact.  These  same  witnesses  would  show 
the  effect  of  this  misrepresentation.  If  Mr. 
Lawless's  [mbUoation  ooald  be  ooosidered  an 
accurate  representation  of  the  oondonous  to 
wbioh  the  court  had  oome  in  that  case,  they 
were  so  preposterous,  so  absurd,  that  nothing 
but  ignorance — an  ignorance  amounting  to 
idiocy — ^nothing  bat  downright  oorrnption, 
could  have  influenced  the  Judge.  The  effect  of 
the  misrepresentation  had  been  to  destroy  con- 
fidence in  the  court ;  the  disappointment  of  the 
claimanta  was  converted  into  hostility  to  the 
Judge ;  and  so  great  had  been  the  disbust  and 
dissatisfaction,  that  memorials  were  sent  to 
Oongress,  the  object  of  which  was  to  deprive 
tiie  court  of  its  jarisdiction  over  the  claims,  and 
to  transfer  it  to  another  tribunal. 

Ij^  therefore,  the  respondent  saw,  or  this 
honorable  court  shonld  beUere  that  he  'Oon- 
scientionaly  tiionght  he  saw,  an  evil  'dedga  in 
the  aathor  of  the  pnbUoation,  what  oourse 
would  they  say  was  left  him  to  porsne !  Pain- 
ful as  it  was,  there  was  but  one  course  for  him 
to  take ;  and  that  was  to  guard  the  sacred  trust 
committed  to  his  charge,  and  to  punish  the 
contempt  as  he  had  punished  it  in.  this,  Mr. 
H.  contended,  that  the  respondent  had  been 
Justified  by  immemorial  usage ;  by  the  inherent 
power  of  the  courts;  by  a  power  which^  al- 
though sometimes  queetionea,  had  remained 
nntonohed  in  every  political  struggle  that  had 
taken  place;  nntonohed  in  every  constitution 
that  had  been  adopted  in  the  country.  It  was 
jnstified  bj  American  precedents,  the  hest 
lawyers  and  purest  patriots  that  ever  adorned 
the  bench.  It  would  be  shown,  in  due  time, 
that  the  power  had  been  exercised  by  all  the 
State  courts;  by  the  highest  court  in  the 
Union ;  by  the  Circuit  and  District  Courts  of 
the  United  States,  in  oases  far  more  doubtful 
than  this.  The  respondent  waa  jostified,  in 
treating  and  punishing  the  publication  as  a  con- 
tempt, not  only  by  the  statute  and  common 
law,  but  by  the  law  universal,  by  precedent, 
by  the  decisions  of  all  the  courts  in  the  coun- 
ty. But,  if  he  were  not  so  Justified,  had  he 
been  governed  by  ib»  malioioas  inteutiim  im- 
puted to  him  In  this  impeachment,  what  motive 
could  he  have  had?  Hehadnothad  any  personal 
disagreement  with  Hr.  Lawless.  Ko  previous 
^nan^  had  occurred  between  them.  No  lurk- 
ing resentment  existed.    All  their  measures 
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with  each  other  had  been  of  a  perfectiy  amica- 
ble nature.  Was  a  malicious  motive  to  be 
found  in  the  character  of  the  resp<mdent  ?  It 
would  be  shown  that  he  was  mild,  oonciliatwy, 
and  equable  in  temper ;  respectful  and  patient 
in  his  dqKHtment  towards  all — to  the  members 
of  the  bu-,  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  court, 
and  to  suitors.  Was  snoh  a  motive  to  be  in- 
ferred from  the  transaction  itselfl  It  would 
he  proved,  not  by  those  who  oonld  see  the 
transaction  only  in  colors  of  resentment;  not 
by  witnesses  who  were  hostile,  or  who  were 
present  in  court  only  at  intervals  while  the  case 
was  |>ending ;  but  by  calm,  disinterested,  and 
intelligent  witnesses,  who  were  present  during 
the  whole  or  gre^r  part  of  the  time,  that  the 
manner  of  the  Jndge  was  not  nuore  Tdtement 
than  it  nsnaUy  had  been  when  his  ndnd  was 
deeply  exercised  on  any  snbject ;  that  it  was  as 
mild  as  any  judge  who  mA  ever  graced  Ihe 
bench ;  that  the  language  he  used  on  the  oeca* 
sion  was  addressed  to  the  publication,  and  not 
to  its  anthor;  and  that,  in  fact,  he  looked  be^ 
yond  iSx.  LawleeSi,  to  otiier  and  higher  consid- 
erations, in  awarding  the  attacdmient  and  pnn- 
'  ishment  to  which  he  had  been  sentenced. 

[This  is  bat  "a  bird's^ye  iriew"  of  the 
speech  of  Mr.  M.] 

RoBEBT  Wash,  Esq.,  a  Judge  of  the  Sopreme 
Court  of  Missouri,  was  then  called,  sworn,  and 
examined  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  re^n- 
dent  At  the  condnrion  of  his  testimony — 

The  court  a^fonmed  over  till  twelve,  and  the 
Senate  till  eiano.  o'dook,  to^nmrow. 

Thubbdat,  January  6. 
Trial  nfJud^  Ptek 

After  the  transaction  of  some  nunor  bnsiDesL 
at  twelve  o'clock  the  Senate  agun  restdvea 
itself  into  a  Hb^  Oomt  <tf  Impeachment. 

John  K.  Walker,  of  St  Louis,  and  Mr. 
Fkitib,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives,  were  called,  sworn,  and  examined  as  wit- 
nesses, in  behalf  of  the  respcmdent  Then  ad- 
Joomed. 


Fbtoat,  January  7. 
TWoZ  <tf  Judge  Peck, 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Gonrt 
of  Impeachment. 

J.  B.  O.  LuoAS,  W.  0.  Cabb,  and  Jassa  E. 
LnrDBLi^  were  called,  sworn,  and  examined  in 
behalf  of  the  respondent  Jndge  Wash  was  re- 
examined in  part. 

The  court  then  adjourned  to  Monday. 

The  Senate  ordered  two  <minioQs  of  Judge 
PaoK  to  be  printed,  and  also  acgonxned  to  Mon- 
day. 


MoNDAT,  January  10. 
Trial  <if  Judge  Peck. 
After  disposing  of  petitions,  resolotions,  and 
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KWie  private  bUlB,  the  Senate  asun  resolved 
Steelf  into  a  High  Oonrt  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  Mbkedith  apologized  for  the  absence  of 
Ur.  Wist,  oooaaioned  b;^  indi^oridon. 

The  depositions  of  Edwakd  Batbs,  John 
BxKT,  and  Sajcuxl  Mbbbt,  in  behalf  of  the  re- 
qwndeot^  were,  with  the  emeption  of  o«tain 
partL  apunged  by  agreoaien^  and  iwreeaiUj 
to  a  deoinon  of  the  ooort,  reoeived  and  read  as 
•videnoew  Judge  Oabb  was  again  called  and 
Te-exandned;  ud  two  w  three  otherwitneaaeB 
gave  their  testimony.  Hie  whda  evidenoe  was 
cloeed,  with  the  exoeptiim  of  acme  p^wrs  in 
the  General  Office. 


Tdsidat,  January  11. 

Trial  <ifjudg6  Peek, 

^e  Senate  agun  sat  as  a  Co  art  of  Impeach- 
menL 

The  ntting  was  eonsomed  in  the  TOO^ution 
and  examinatitm  of  doonmentaiT  evidenoe  and 
oral  testimoDy  ia  the  ease  of  Jnue  Ywst.  The 
honorable  Mr.  Button  was  called  to  prove  the 
correctaeas  -of  certain  extracts  translated  by 
him  tram  a  ^>anish  ordinance  into  English. 
Colonel  LawLBsa,  Mr.  Getxb,  and  one  or  two 
othw  witnesses  were  re-examined.  Finally,  at 
abovt  four  o'clock,  it  was  announced  by  the 
managers  fac  the  House  and  liie  connsel  for  the 
respondent,  that  the  e^denoe  was  dosed,  and 
that  they  would  prooeed  with  the  argoment  to- 
morrow. 

Acyonmed. 

WxDSUDi.T,  Jannary  12. 
Trial  <if  Judge  Peek. 

Hie  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Oonrt  of  Impeadunent. 

In  conseqnence  of  the  oontinned  indisposition 
of  Mr.  WiBT,  Mr.  Tazewbll  moved  an  a^Joam- 
meat  of  the  oonrt  till  to-morrow,  when  his 
physicians  t^ongbt  he  might  be  sufficiently  re- 
stored to  attend  the  trial. 

The  court  accordingly  a^jonmed. 

The  Senate  ^en  proceeded  to  the  oonridera- 
tion  of  ExeoQtive  bumness ;  and,  after  spending 
some  time  thereon,  a^onnied. 


TansDAT,  Jaunaxy  18. 

Trial  ofJPudge  Peck. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Court 
of  Impeachment. 

The  VioB  Fbbsedknt  presented  a  letter  from 
one  of  the  physicians  of  Mr.  Wist,  ezpresnve 
of  the  opinion  that  he  could  not  at  present 
leave  his  room,  without  some  danger  a  re- 
Lupee  at  a  more  important  crisis  in  the  prading 
trU,  and  that  byMond^he  would  be  entire^ 
restored  to  health. 

Qa  motion  of  Mr.  flmEH^  of  Maiyland,  the 


[SnAR. 

Court  o^jonmed  to  meet  again  on  Monday 
next,  at  twelve  o*<dook. 


Monday,  Jannary  17. 
Trial  of  Judge  Peck. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  announcing  the  reeolutton  of 
th»t  House  to  attend  the  Senate,  from  day  to 
day,  during  the  argument  in  the  impeabhmoit 
now  pending  against  Jahbs  H.  Fbok,  District 
Jud^  of  Missouri. 

Ine  Senate  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
BSgh  Court  of  Impeadmiettt. 

Judge  Casr  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  was 
permitted  to  make  some  explanation  on  a  point 
of  his  former  testimony. 

Mr.  Spenobr,  of  New  York,  a  manager  on  the 
part  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  then  rose, 
and  addressed  a  voy  learned  and  aide  argu- 
ment to  the  court  in  snpport  of  the  impeach- 
ment. Having  o(»idnded  at  four  o'dock,  the 
court  a4]ounied. 


TussDAT,  January  18. 
Trial  of  Judge  Peck. 

After  receiving  petitions,  resolutions,  and  re- 
ports of  committees,  the  Senate  agun  resolved 
itself  into  a  High  Court  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  WiCKLiFFB,  one  of  the  manasers  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  advancea  and  mun- 
tained  the  portions  that  Judge  Feok  had  no 
legal  Jurisdiction  over  the  publioation  c€  Mr. 
LawlMS.  ev«i  simposing  it  to  have  been  a  eon- 
tempt,  for  whioh  ne  Imprisoned  and  suspended 
him ;  and  that,  in  tmui,  that  publication  was 
no  contempt  at  all.  Mr.  W.  defended  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press  with  energy  and  zeal. 

Mr.  BiroaANAH  and  Mr.  Stores  stated,  for 
the  information  of  the  comuel  of  the  r^wn- 
dent,  who  will  to-morrow  commence  the  ail- 
ment in  his  defence,  the  additional  authorities 
which  they  intended  to  produce  in  snpport  ot 
the  impeachment. 

The  court  ebd  Senate  then  acyoumed. 


WxDNKSDAT,  January  19. 
IHal  of  Judge  Peck. 

AfbBt  diqudng  of  some  morning  bndness, 
the  Senate  resumed  the  impeachment. 

Mr.  MiBSDrrH  addressed  the  court  tar  three 
hoars,  in  defence  of  the  reEjiondeiit. 


Thtbsdat,  Jannary  20. 
Trial  of  Judge  Peek. 

The  Senate  gpeat  the  principal  part  of  to-day 
aa  a  Oonrt  of  Impeaohment. 

Mr.  MnxDiTH  oontinoed  his  argument  in  de- 
fence of  the  re^ndent. 
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ItoAT,  Jaimaiy  SI. 
Impeeuihment  ^r^petUM. 

The  Inn  making  providon  for  the  payment 
of  the  witoeeses,  and  of  other  expenses  incurred 
in  tiie  trial  of  James  H.  Peek,  District  Judge  of 
the  United  States  for  the  District  of  IGssonri, 
was  taken  up.  [Tbe  bill  allows  each  iritness 
fonr  dollars  per  day,  and  twenty  cents  mileage 
tore  travelling  expenses.] 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  that  the  wit- 
nesses who  had  attended  the  trial  of  Judge 
Ohase,  had  been  fdlowed  but  three  dollars  a 
day,  and  twelve  and  a  half  oents  milea^.  He 
wiahed  to  know  the  reasons  which  had  mdaced 
the  oommittee  to  increase  the  compensation  of 
the  witiiesses  and  the  mileage  in  the  prescmt 
case. 

Vx.  Tmifi»tT.  replied,  that  when  Judge  Chase 
was  tried,  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress  was 
rix  doUan:  it  was  now  eight  dollars.  The 
committee  oonceived  it  but  Just  to  fix  the  oom- 
pensation  to  the  witnesses  at  one-half  of  diat 
which  was  allowed  members. 

Mr.  Obunst  said  that  another  consideration 
showed  the  propriety  of  tbe  increase.  ITiese 
witnesses  had  come  from  a  much  greater  dis- 
tance than  tbe  witnesses  in  the  case  of  Judge 
Ohase.  Most  of  them  were  professional  men, 
aad  had,  by  their  absence  from  hrane,  lost 
nearly  a  half  year's  practice.  He  shoold  vote 
for  the  ibur  dollars,  and  would  have  roted  for 
six  dollars  if  that  sum  had  been  in  the  bill. 

The  blank  !u  the  bill  ^ras  filled  with  tiie  sum 
of  twelve  thousand  dollars  for  the  expenses  of 
the  trial ;  and,  thus  amended,  it  was  engrossed, 
read  a  tlurd  time,  and  passed. 

Trial  of  Judge  Peck. 

The  Senate  then  again  resolved  itaelf  into  a 
High  Court  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  Mrbbdith  continued  his  argument  for 
the  respondeat  until  half  past  three  o'dook, 
when  the  oonrt  and  Soiate  a^jonmed. 


Satdbiut,  January  22, 

Trial  qf  Judge  Peel. 

The  Senate  having  again  resolved  itself  into 
a  Court  of  Impeachment 
,  Mr.  MsBEDiTE  concluded  his  argument  at 
twenty  minutes  past  one  oVlock. 

Mr.  WiBT  then  rose  to  address  the  court  for 
the  respondent.  He  regretted  that  he  had  been 
the  unwilling  cause  of  so  much  delay  in  the 
progress  of  t^is  trial,  and  thanked  the  honora- 
ble court  for  the  humanity  of  the  indulgence 
which  they  had  extended  towards  him.  His 
fiiend  miEht  also  have  consumed  much  more 
time,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  than  was  oecea- 
eary;  but  it  would  be  recollected  that  two- 
thirds  of  that  time  bad  been  used  in  reading 
precedents  fr(»n  tbe  books.  lu  a  case  in  which 
the  reapondent  was  so  deeply  conoemed,  it 
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would  be  a  dereliction  of  doty  on  the  part  of 
his  counsel,  if  they  were  to  relinquish  any  of 
the  ground  which  the  honorable  managers  had 
deemed  material  to  their  argument ;  and  time 
had  probably  been  saved  by  the  readinz  of  the 
books  which  had  been  produced  by  Lis  ool- 
leagne.  It  would  not  be  necessary  to  read 
them  again.  He  should  oontent  himself  with 
bestowing  upon  them  a  few  pasdng  remarks 
when  he  shonid  come  to  the  cases  which  they 
presented.  Some  topics  which  had,  he  could 
not  bat  presume,  been  introduced  for  effect,  it 
would  be  neoeseary  for  him  to  notice.  In  doing 
so,  he  begged  to  be  understood  as  treating  the 
honorable  managers  with  every  possible  re- 
spect. He  knew  the  amiable,  upright,  and 
enlightened  qualities  which  adorned  them. 
Whatever  they  had  deemed  of  importance,  he 
oould  not  be  eo  prammptaoua  as  to  pass  by  un- 
regarded. It  had  been  stated  tliat  the  House 
of  Representatives,  by  a  lam  minority,  in 
wbidi  party  had  no  shar&  had  voted  this  im- 
peachment. What  was  the  object  of  this  re- 
mark? Why  was  it  introduced  here  ?  Gould  it 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  this  honorable 
court,  whether  the  House  of  Representatives 
bad  been  hasty  or  not ;  whether  party  had  in- 
fluenced them  in  the  vote  which  they  gave  for 
this  impeachment  f  Would  it  be  decorous  in 
the  respondent,  or  in  those  who  were  connects 
ed  with  him,  to  impeach  their  proceedinss! 
He  knew  too  well  hia  duty  to  that  honorwle 
Honse,  to  this  honorable  court,  and  to  bis  hum- 
ble 9^  to  step  BO  &r  out  of  hia  way  as  to  qnea- 
tlon  the  motfres  for  this  impeachment.  The 
House  of  Representatives  were  the  ^rand  in- 
quest of  the  nation.  Their  article  of  impeach- 
ment against  Judge  Peck  was  the  finding  of  the 
grand  jury.  Would  it  be  proper,  in  a  case  be- 
fore a  petit  jury,  for  counsel  to  appeal  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  grand  Juiy ;  to  say  that  they 
had,  by  a  laige  majority  uninfluenced  by  party 
n>irit,  found  a  bill  of  indictment  f  Would  not 
the  court,  in  that  case,  stop  counsel,  and  say  to 
him,  sir,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  grand 
jury,  or  its  motives ;  we  are  to  try  this  case 
upon  its  merits,  without  reference  to  what  WSB- 
ea  in  the  grand  jury  on  the  subject  1  The  find- 
ing of  the  grand  inquest  is  »mply  the  accusa- 
tion. The  honorable  House  had  not  come  here 
to  sacrifice  a  victim  whom  they  had  fore- 
doomed to  destruction.  They  had  done  noth- 
ing more  than  to  declare  that  the  ofi'ence  with 
which  the  respondent  had  been  charged,  was 
worthy  of  a  trial.  The  respondent  was  not 
there,  before  the  honorable  House,  upon  his 
trial.  They  had  sent  him  here  to  be  tried. 
What  was  the  fundamental  feature  of  a  trial  ctf 
that  sort?  It  was,  that  the  accused  was  pre- 
sumed to  be  ionooent  until  he  had  been  found 
guilty.  But,  if  the  remark  of  which  he  was  now 
complaining  were  to  have  weight,  that  prind- 
ple  would  be  reversed.  The  accused  was  to  be 
presumed  to  be  guUty  until  proved  to  be  inno- 
cent. He  hoped  to  hear  no  more  of  the  uu^or- 
ity,  or  the  motive  by  whidi  this  impeachment 
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had  been  Institated  by  the  hononble  Honse. 
He  considered  snoh  remarks  improper.  The 
respondent  stood  here  nnknown,  almost  alone, 
ft  stnmger  fh)m  the  western  wilds,  to  breast 
the  storm  of  Uiis  impeachment.  He  trasted  to 
this  honorable  coort  for  a  f^r  trial,  and  relied 
npon  the  correctness,  and  innocence,  and  punty, 
of  his  own  conduct,  for  an  honorable  acquittal. 
He  woold  be  tried  by  the  simple,  naked  facts 
and  principles  of  the  case,  and  not  by  the  dra- 
matic exhibition  of  fancied  analogies  which  they 
had  witnessed.  "Was  the  reppondent  to  be  in- 
Tolred  in  the  tnrpitnde  of  all  the  wicked  jadges 
of  England;  in  the  gnilt  of  the  unsparing  Jef- 
fireys,  the  tamoltaons  Scroggs,  and  the  tyrant 
Bromley  f  He  trusted  not :  he  hc^ed  that  he 
wonld  be  tried  upon  his  own  merits  alone.  He 
a^nonished  the  honorable  managers,  that  some- 
thing was  continually  occurring  to  remind  us 
of  ue  inflrmi^  of  human  reason  contending 
astunst  human  prejudice.  This  mast  teach 
Parity  to  all.  He  apprehended  the  existence 
of  some  extraordinary  prt^udice  which  had  in* 
fluenced  and  inflamed  the  spirit  of  this  prjoseca- 
tion.  He,  too,  might  be  the  victim  of  preju- 
dice ;  of  that  friendship  which  a  close  intimacy 
had  produced  with  the  respondent.  He  admit- 
ted an  equality  of  inflrmity  with  the  honorable 
managers.  This  honorable  court  wonld  decide 
between  them.  To  what  other  cause  than  prej- 
n^ce  cotdd  fae  impnte  the  language  in  wnich 
the  respondeat  had  been  held  up  as  a  judicial 
tyrant,  a  petty  provincial  judge,  a  monster 
walking  over  the  fallen  bodies  of  the  constitu- 
tion ana  laws  of  his  country  ?  This  picture  of 
wickedness  and  horror  had  been  sent  as  far  as 
the  press  could  range ;  as  far  as  the  wings  of 
genius  and  eloquence  coald  send  it.  Kany  a 
mther  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  country  had 
read  this  account  with  feelings  of  abhorrence. 
With  the  paper  in  his  hand,  he  had  probably 
sud  to  his  son — see,  what  a  monster  is  now 
before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  I  If 
yoar  country  shoold  ever  Novate  yon  to  public 
station,  never  become  saoh  a  monster  as  this 
Feck.  He  may  no  doubt  have  had  respeetable 
parents;  he  may  once  have  been  respectable 
mouelf ;  bnt  see  what  a  monster  of  crime,  of 
ahame,  and  of  ignominy,  he  has  now  become  1 
How  long  woold  it  not  be  before  this  criiel  er- 
ror could  be  corrected ;  before  it  would  be  seen, 
npon  the  testimony  of  the  most  respectable  gen- 
tlemen, that  this  monster  was  one  of  the  most 
mild,  patient,  kind  and  courteous  of  human 
beings :  so  amiable,  that  in  the  language  of  one 
of  the  witnesses,  he  was  dear  to  all  who  knew 
him.   He  could  not  help  ascribing  the  terrible 

Siotnre  which  had  been  drawn  of  the  respon- 
ent,  to  some  nnacoonntable  prcgudice.  He 
adrerted  to  other  topics,  of  which  the  htmora- 
hle  managers  appeared  to  him  to  have  taken  a 
discolored  and  distorted  view. 

The  respondent  had  been  represented  as  an 
enemy  to  the  freedom  of  the  press ;  a  principle 
saored  to  all.  He  was  represented  to  have 
soidbd  at  it.    This  jodioial  monster  was  de- 


scribed as  having  walked  over  the  prostrate  lib- 
erty of  the  press,  and  as  having  attempted  to 
sneer  and  smurl  it  out  of  existence.  "Where  had 
he  s^d  this  of  itf  "Where  had  he  uttered  one 
sentiment  of  disrespect  towards  the  liberty  of 
the  press!  Not  here,  certainly.  But  he  had 
done  BO  in  his  defence  before  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, which  bad  been  introduced  as 
evidence  here,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
this  charge  agunst  the  respondent.  Look  at 
that  defence,  and  see  whether  he  has  treated  the 
liberty  of  the  press  with  contempt.  "  It  is  said, 
that  in  punishing  this  publication  as  a  contempL 
the  jndge  has  invaded  the  liberty  of  the  press." 
What  is  the  Ubertr  of  the  press  f  And  in  what 
does  it  oonsistl  -  Does  it  otmmst  in  a  right  to 
vilify  the  tribnn^  of  the  country,  and  to  bring 
them  into  contempt,  by  gross  txA  wanton  mis* 
representations  of  their  proceedings  ?  Does  it 
confflst  in  a  right  to  obstruct  and  cormpt  the 
streams  of  jostice,  by  poiscming  the  public  mind 
with  r^^ard  to  causes  in  &ese  tribunals,  before 
they  are  heard!  Is  this  a  correct  idea  of  tiie 
liberty  of  the  press?  If  so,  the  defkmer  has  a 
charter  as  free  as  the  winds,  provided  he  resort 
to  the  press  for  the  propagation  of  his  slander; 
and,  under  the  prostituted  sanction  of  the  liber- 
ty of  the  press,  hoary  age  and  vir^  innocenoe 
lie  at  his  mercy.  ThSs  is  not  the  idea  of  the 
liberty  of  the  ^ress  which  prevails  in  courts  <tf 
justice,  or  which  exists  In  any  sober  or  well- 
regulated  mind.  The  liberty  c£  the  press  is 
among  the  greatest  of  blessings,  civil  and  politi- 
ck, so  long  as  it  is  directed  to  it"  properobject, 
that  of  disseminating  correct  and  useful  infor- 
mati(m  among  the  people.  But  this  greatest-  of 
blessings  may  become  the  greatest  of  curses,  if 
it  shall  be  permitted  to  borst  its  proper  barriers. 
The  river  Mlseiseippi  is  a  blessing  to  the  coun- 
try through  which  it  flows,  so  long  as  it  keeps 
within  its  banks ;  but  it  becomes  a  scourge  and 
a  destroyer  when  it  breaks  them.  The  liber- 
ty of  the  press  has  always  been  the  favorite 
watchword  of  those  who  live  by  its  licentious- 
ness. It  has  been,  from  time  immemorial,  is 
sUll,  and  ever  will  be,  the  perpetoal  d*eantatwn 
on  tiie  lips  of  all  libellers.  Oswald  attempted 
to  screen  himself  under  its  eegis,  in  the  case 
which  has  been  cited  from  the  1st  Dallas.  But 
the  attempt  was  in  v^.  The^  court  taught 
him  the  difference  between  the  liberty  of  the 
press  and  the  licentiousness  of  the  press ;  and, 
m  his  further  attempt  to  raise  an  impeachment 

Tiinst  the  judges  for  that  sentence,  the  House 
Delegates  confirmed  the  wholesome  lesson. 
I^  indeed,  the  liberty  of  the  press  was  a  pano- 

{)ly  broad  enough  to  cover  every  thing  done  in 
ts  name,  nothiag  in  the  form  of  a  pnblicadaa 
coald  ever  have  Men  ponished  as  a  contempt 
of  court.  In  all  the  reported  cases,  in  which 
those  pnUishers  have  been  called  to  answer  for 
a  contempt,  wherever  the  defence  has  appeared 
in  the  report,  it  is  the  liberty  of  the  press  which 
is  the  perpetual  theme.  It  is  noiformly  claimed 
to  be  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  question  the 
acts  of  aU  public  men,  and  the  changes  are  oon- 
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tinoally  ruag  on  that  great  paUadiam  of  human 
rights  and  human  happiness — ^the  liberty  of  the 
press ;  as  if  human  rights  and  linman  happiness 
conld  be  promoted  by  the  prostration  and  de- 
Btruction  of  courts  of  jostioe,  or  by  poisoning 
their  streams  in  the  fiinntaiu  head.  It  is  nn- 
neoessary  to  pnrsoe  this  frabject.  The 
taa  never  pretended  that  hie  opiniims  are  not 
to  be  questioned.  He  insists,  liowever,  that 
they  are  to  be  qnestioned  only  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land.  One  mode  of  questioning 
them,  under  these  laws,  is  by  ^peal  to  a  supe- 
rior oonrt ;  and.  after  uie  sabjeot-matto'  shall 
bave  been  fin^y  de<nded,  another  mode  of 
questioning  them  is,  by  respect^  discussion, 
either  in  the  public  prints  or  elsewhere.  In 
the  present  case,  the  nrst  mode  of  questioning 
the  opinion,  that  by  i^peal,  had  been  resorted 
to.  For  the  second  mode,  that  of  respectful 
discussion,  the  case  was  not  ready,  because  tlie 
suUeot-matter  had  not  been  disposed  of  finally ; 
and  even  if  it  had  been,  it  has  been  shown  that 
there  was  no  semblanoe  of  investiaaUon  in  this 
article ;  no  pretence  of  discussion  of  any  kind. 
It  was  sheer  misrepresentation ;  and  it  does  not 
follow,  that,  because  an  opinion  of  a  court  may 
be  respectfully  discussed,  it  may,  therefore,  be 
misrepresented ;  mach  less,  that  it  may  be  so 
misrepresented  as  not  only  to  impur  the  confi- 
dence of  the  public  in  the  dignity,  intelligence, 
and  parity  of  the  tribunal,  but  to  render  both 
the  jxi^Q  and  the  conrt  objects  of  universal 
contempt,  scorn,  and  ridicule ;  and  least  of  all, 
that,  in  doing  this,  a  strong  pr^ndice  shall  also 
be  infiised  into  the  public  mind  with  r^&rd  to 
causes  still  pending  in  the  court  WaB  this 
(demanded  mr.  Wirt)  a  sneer  at  the  liberty  of 
tiie  press  f  Was  there  here  any  snaii  at  the 
liberty  of  the  press?  Was  the  declaration,  that 
It  was  the  greatest  of  human  blessings,  confined 
to  the.  dissemination  of  truth  and  mtelligence 
amoi^  the  people,  an  attempt  to  bring  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press  mto  contempt?  Was  not  the 
doctrine  here  lud  down  by  the  Judge  the  sound 
doctrine  concerning  the  liberty  of  the  press! 
And  would  it  not  meet  the  approbatiou  of  all, 
except  the  libeller?  To  be  usefid.  the  liberty 
of  the  press  must  be  restrained.  The  principle 
of  restraint  was  impressed  upon  every  part  of 
creation.  By  restrunt  the  planets  were  kept 
in  their  wblts.  The  earth  perfimned  its  regn- 
-lar  evolutions  by  the  rcBtraint  of  the  oentriAigal 
force  operating  upon  it.  The  vine  would  shoot 
into  rank  loxnriaikce,  if  not  under  the  restrunt 
of  the  laws  of  nature,  by  which  every  tiling 
was  preserved  within  its  proper  bounds.  Was 
not  every  thing  on  earth  impressed  with  this 
principle?  and  was  not  the  liberty  of  the  press 
to  be  restrained  to  the  performance  of  its  right- 
ful functions  of  propagating  troth  for  lusters? 
It  was  not  always  those  who  were  loudeet  in 
their  clamors  for  the  liberty  of  the  press,  who 
were  its  t>e6t  friends.  There  be  those  who, 
when  they  hear  those  bursts  of  genius  and  elo- 
aueuoe  upon  the  liberty  <tf  the  press,  eouhl  say, 
like  poor  Oc»dfllifr<* 
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"  Unhappy  tiiat  I  am,  I  cannot  heave 
U7  heart  mto  mj  mouth ;  I  love  your  Majesty 
According  to  my  bond ;  nor  more,  nor  Iras." 
He  thought  there  had  been  no  occasion  for 
the  remarks  which  had  been  made  on  this  snb- 
jeot.  Judge  Peck  loved  the  liberty  of  the  press 
with  as  ranch  purity  as  those  who  had  been  so 
load  in  its  praises.  If  he  had,  in  the  com- 
menounent  of  this  trial,  been  snbjeoted  to  « 
commentary  so  severe,  what  mi^t  not  be  ex- 
pected in  its  sequel?  It  had  been  charged  uptm 
the  r^ond^t,  that  he  had  dared  to  attempt  to 
bny  off  this  impeaobment  by  an  intimation  thai 
he  was  entitied  to  oonsider^on  and  exemption, 
because  he  had  decided  the  ease  of  Sonlard  io 
favor  of  the  United  States.  It  had  been  alleged 
that  he  had  tried  to  buy  off  the  House  of  Iwp- 
resentatives  by  dirty  acres.  If  he  had  done 
so,  he  was  a  vile  and  degraded  man,  and  he 
would  add,  one  of  the  most  consummate  fools 
that  ever  sat  upon  the  bench.  But  where  had 
he  sud  this?  At  the  close  of  his  defence,  he 
^Jttdge  Feck)  observed,  "that,  in  Uus  proceed- 
ing, he  vaa  aotoated  by  a  sense  of  facial  duty. 
He  considered  it  his  duty  to  sustain  the  dignity 
and  authority  of  the  court  over  which  he  had 
been  anointed  to  preude :  he  con^dered  it  due 
to  the  Government  which  he  represented ;  due 
to  the  tribunal,  and  due  to  the  suitors  whose 
rights  were  committed  to  its  protection,  to 
punish  this  contempt  as  he  did  punish  it.  He 
did  consider  himself,  and  does  still  conmder 
himsdf^  as  sustained,  at  every  step,  by  the 
highest  authority.  He  believed  it,  conscien- 
tiously, to  be  his  solemn  and  imperious  duty  to 
make  the  ezanmle  which  he  md  make,  mon 
espeoioilj  in  relation  to  the  oounti?  in  which 
he  holds  his  oourtsj  and  the  nature  of  the  claims 
which  he  was  called  upon  to  adjudicate,  and 
which  had  produced  this  agitation.  If^  in  so 
doing,  be  has  erred,  he  has  erred  in  company 
with  iadifual  characters  with  whom  any  judge 
may  be  proud  to  associate ;  and  he  has  yet  to 
learn  that  such  an  error  would  be  a  high  mis- 
demeanor in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  Judge  Feck  is  perfeotiy  aware ' 
of  the  purposes  to  be  answered  by  his  removal, 
and  is,  therefore,  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  per- 
tinacity with  which  it  has  been  sou^t  for  the 
last  four  years.  Whether  these  purposes  are 
such  as  the  interests  of  the  United  States  ea& 
upon  them  to  countenance,  ordering  further 
proceedings  in  this  case,  is  a  question  for 
others,  not  for  Judge  Peck.  Conndent  he  is, 
that,  if  he  had  been  made  more  pliant  mate* 
rials,  and  could  have  reoon<^ed  it  to  himself  to 
consult  his  repose,  rather  than  his  sense  of  duty, 
the  House  would  not  have  been  troubled  with 
this  inqniry."  Was  this,  ear,  a  proposition  to 
bny  off  impeachment?  Was  this  the  language 
of  a  man  crouching  under  the  cha^  whim  had 
been  alleged  agmnst  him?  There  was  no  at- 
tempt, here,  to  screen  himself  by  a  bribe ;  by 
an  appeaX  to  the  interests  of  the  honorable 
House  of  Representatives.  It  was  the  language 
of  a  man  indignantly  aasertiDg  lus  innoooioei 
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and  turning  npon  his  aocnuer.  It  was  no  at* 
tempt  to  buy  off  pnnishmmt.  Let  nmdid  and 
honorable  men  read  and  decide  for  themselves. 
There  was  another  oironmstanoe  which  he  felt 
himaelf  called  apon  to  notice  with  unspeakable 
regret  He  had  heard  of  it  with  pain,  while 
confined  to  bis  bed.  The  respondent,  held  np, 
as  he  had  been,  before  these  crowded  galleries, 
and  this  assembled  mnltitade,  as  a  judicial  mon- 
eter;  a  petty  provincial  tyrant;  thus  oartoa- 
tnred,  empaled  and  eracified,  before  this  natira, 
with  these  lacerated  feelings,  hsTine  occasion 
to  apeak  to  a  ptrint  ot  evidence,  he  had  betrayed 
tai  tma&on  with  fais  trambluig  band;  a  tear 
had  started  from  ^e.  Was  it  wondeifbl 
tbat  the  renmdent,  innocent  and  rimple-hewt* 
ed  aa  a  child,  with  his  repntation  at  hazard: 
vHh  an  aged  parent,  whose  gray  hairs  he  did 
not  wish  to  send  down  to  tlie  grave  with  sor- 
row, should  have  thus  betrayed  his  feelings  on 
the  oocasiont  Yet,  an  honorable  manager  (Mr. 
"If  lomnB)  had  represented  him  as  shedding 
feigned  tears,  orooodile  tears,  before  this  assem- 
bly and  thi<t  nation.  Did  the  honorable  man- 
ager recollect  the  prosecution  of  Sir  Walter 
Ealeigh  by  Sir  Edward  Ooke?  Did  he  remem- 
ber the  roirit  in  which  tbat  prosecution  had 
been  oondueted)  Did  be  recollect  that  Sir 
Edward  Ooke  had  eti  roiatbEed  that  gallant  sol- 
dier as  a  si^er  of  bnit  Let  me  aak  the  htm- 
orable  manager  which  character  he  would  rather 
bear  with  posterity — that  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
or  Sir  Edwwd  Ooket  He  had  the  pleasnre  of 
a  persMial  aoquuntance  with  the  honorable 
manager;  be  well  knew  that  unkindness  and 
barbarity  were  far  removed  from  his  heart. 
What,  then,  but  some  unaccountable  pr^udice 
oonld  have  indnced  these  remarks?  They  had 
gone  to  the  world.  It  wonld  be  a  long  time 
before  this  tri^  would  go  before  the  world,  to 
eonect  the  impressions  which  the  representa- 
tions of  honorable  managers  bad  made.  He 
bad,  therefore,  been  uixlons  to  duvw  that  the 
respondent  was  not  the  jndioial  monster  tiiat 
,he  was  charged  with  bmng;  that  be  had  not 
'rMated  the  Uberty  of  the  press;  that  he  had 
notattemptedtoboyofftbisimpeaohment;  tbat 
be  was  amiable,  patient,  and  forbearing,  both 
as  a  man  and  a  Judge,  and  tbat  the  epithets 
applied  to  him  had  been  the  eOtot  of  prejudice, 
«  heated  and  perverted  imaginations,  baling 
no  foundation  in  fact. 

Ifr.  WiBT  was  proceeding  to  consider  the 
^rite  of  the  case;  when  at  the  so^estionof 
Ifr.  Vmnoc,  title  court  adjomned. 


Ho>DAT,  January  34. 

TYial  tif  Judge  Peek. 

TbA  Senate  having  ^ain  resdred  itself  into 
a  Court  of  Impeachment, 

Mr.  HoDrrFFia  said,  that  in  consequence  of  a 
ranaA  of  Mr.  Wmr  yesterday,  he  fdt  himself 
ealled  upon  to  st^,  in  anbetanoe,  that  tiie  pnb- 
Uoitlim  of  hb  ramark^  in  i^ening  tiie  oase 


against  Jndxe  Peck,  had  been  made  without  bis 
rathority;  that  the  r^H>rt  of  these  r«narks  must 
have  appeared  evidently  imperfect,  though 
probably  as  perfect  as,  under  the  circumstances, 
It  could  have  been ;  and  tJlat,  if  he  had  been 
consulted,  he  should  have  advised  agunst  the 
publication. 

ISx.  WiBT  acceded  to  the  correctness  of  these 
suggestions,  and  appeared  to  do  so  the  moro 
readily  from  the  fact  that  he  had  seen  his  own 
remarks,  made  on  Saturday,  published  this 
morning,  withont  his  having  been  consolted  on 
the  subject.  He  added,  that  he  was  sure  that 
nothing  had  l>een  sidd  by  the  honorable  man- 
ager inbia  opening  speeol^  of  the  truth  of  which 
be  bad  not  beoi  entirely  satisfied. 

TnsDAT,  Jannary  35. 

Trial  of  Jvdge  Peck, 

The  Senate  t^n  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Oourt  of  Impeachment. 

Hr.  WiBT  occupied  four  hours  in  concluding 
his  speech  for  the  respondent.  Wit,  sarcasm, 
searcning  argnraent,  and  impressive  eloquence, 
poured  forth  in  streams,  riveted  the  attention 
and  elicited  the  admiration  of  a  crowded  Senate- 
room  and  crowded  galleries  during  that  long 
space  of  time.  Whatever  might  be  the  fate 
the  respondent,  stud  the  graoe^l  orator,  in  sub- 
dued and  almost  ezhai^ted  tones;  whether 
convicted  or  acquiti»d,  he  should  always  bo 
proud  to  take  him  by  the  band  as  tbat  noblest 
of  Qod's  works,  ak  bonkst  iun,  and  to  call 
him  ms  fkiend. 

The  oourt  and  Senate  then  a^onmed. 


WumsDAT,  January  26. 
TrM  qf  Judge  Peck. 
Hr.  Stobbb  addressed  the  Oonrt  In  support  ttf 
the  impeaehmoit.  Hemunfadned  the  position, 
that  no  free  citizen  oonld  be  punished  by  the 
summary  process  of  attachment  for  a  libel  or 
contempt  against  any  court  in  a  cause  not  pend- 
ing Id  tnat  court ;  that  such  a  power  had  never 
b^n  exercised,  even  by  the  courts  of  England ; 
that  the  charge  ara^inst  Judge  Peck  was  not 
so  much  for  Bospending  Mr.  Lawless,  as  an  at- 
torney^ from  practice  in  his  court,  bnt  for  im- 
prisonmg  him,  and  depriving  him  of  bis  liberty 
as  a  citizen,  without  indictment  and  trial  by 
jury ;  that  libels  or  contempts,  for  caoses  not 
pen^ng  in  court,  were  misdemeanors,  which 
oonld  only  be  ponish^  by  indictment  and  trial, 
and  tlwt  the  oondnct  of  Jndge  Peck  tended  to 
break  down  all  the  seonrities  and  guards  whidi 
the  law  bad  rdsed  for  the  protection  of  the 
liberties  of  the  American  people. 
Befinre  be  oonolnded,  the  oonrt  a^oomed. 


Thcbsdat,  January  27. 

Mr.  OuTtON,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  bivestigate  lue  {nreaent  confUtton  <tf  the  Post 
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Office  Department,  offered  the  following  resoln- 
tilOD,  observing  that  the  committee  were  nnani- 
monsly  of  the  opinion,  that  in  order  to  prose- 
cute that  investigatiOD  with  effect,  it  was  ne- 
cessary that  they  shoald  be  empowered  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers : 

Re*<4ved,'niBX  the  Select  CoTDmittee appointed  to 
examme  and  report  the  preseot  condiUon  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  have  power  to  aend  for  per- 
sona and  papers. 

Ht.  Giattok  moved  the  second  reading  and 
adoption  of  the  resolation  at  this  time;  but  this 
motion  requiring  the  unanimous  assent  of  the 
Senate  for  its  passage,  and  Mr.  Benton  object- 
to  it,  the  r^luUon  lies  on  the  table  one 

day. 

Mr.  LmNOflTON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
Intion: 

SMolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
Btruoted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
further  proviuon  for  the  support  of  Africaos  cap- 
tured by  Teaaeb  of  the  United  Statea,  and  bioaght 
into  the  Umted  Btatea. 

TVial  of  Judge  Peck. 

The  Senate  tiien  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Oonrt  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  Stobbs  concluded  his  argument  in  support 
of  the  impeachment.  Its  seqnel  was  peculiarly 
Impressive  and  eloquent.  One  sentmient  ut- 
tered by  the  honorable  manager  is  especially 
worthy  of  record.  He  said  the  best  support 
of  the  jndimary  was  to  be  foond  in  the  affections 
of  the  people.  The  people  would  be  b^e  to 
tiiejodidaxy  as  long  as  thciy  were  true  to  them- 
selves. The  judieiaiT  would  find  protediiHi 
with  the  people,  and  m  their  legislative  halla, 
until  they  should  become  so  debased  as  to  be 
unworthy  of  protection.  It  was  not  by  the 
usnrpation  of  an  unlawful  and  tyraniuoal  power, 
Bor  by  the  exercise  of  an  unlawful  jurisdiction, 
that  tiiey  could  expect  their  independence  to 
be  respected  or  preserved;  and  he  seemed  to 
press  this  point  so  for  as  to  thint  that  the 
character,  utility',  and  fate  of  tiie  jndidal  branch 
of  the  Grovenunent  dc$«ided  upon  the  deduon 
of  this  case. 

The  court  and  Senate  adjoomed. 


FsnuT,  Jannaiy  28. 

The  resolutions  sabmttted  yeaterd^  by  Ur. 
Olatton,  and  Mr.  IjviMasioH,  were  severally 
taken  np  and  adopted. 

IHaX  of  Judg»  Peek. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Oourt  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  WiBT,  with  permission,  ezpluned  a  re- 
mark which  be  was  understood  to  have  made 
towards  the  conoltudon  of  hiaargnmentin&vor 
of  the  respondoit 

TSx.  BuoBANAN  tboi  ros©,  and  addressed  the 
court  in  an  able  argoment  in  support  of  the 
impeachment.  He  aedarod,  that  the  osurpa- 
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tion  of  an  authority  not  legally  possessed  a 
judge,  for  the  manifest  abuse  of  a  power  ready 
given,  wias  a  misbehavior  in  the  sense  of  the 
constitntiou,  for  which  he  should  be  dismissed 
from  ofBoe.  He  contended,  that  the  conduct  of 
Judge  Peck,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Lawless,  was  hi 
express  violation  of  the  oonstitation  and  the 
laws  of  the  land,  that  the  circumstances  of  that 
case  were  ampl^  sufficient  to  show  a  criminal 
intention  on  ms  part  in  the  summary  punish- 
ment of  Ur.  Lawless ;  that,  in  order  to  prore 
the  criminality  of  his  intenti<m,  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  demonstrate  an  actually  malicious 
action,  or  a  larking  revenge;  that  the  infliction 
npon  Mr.  Lawless  of  a  summary  and  omel  pun- 
ishment, for  having  written  an  article  decorous 
in  its  language,  was  itself  sufficient  to  prove  the 
badness  of  the  motive ;  that  the  conseqnenoeB 
of  the  Judge's  actions  were  indicative  of  his  in- 
tentions ;  that  onr  courts  had  no  right  to  pun- 
ish, as  for  contempts,  in  a  summary  mode, 
libels,  even  in  pendmg  causes ;  and  that,  if  he 
succeeded,  as  he  believed  he  ahoold,  in  eatab- 
Ushing  these  positions,  he  shonld  consider  that 
he  had  a  right  to  demand  the  Judgment  of  tibe 
oourt  against  the  respondent.  The  honoraUe 
manager  continued  to  address  the  court  for 
three  hours  and  a  qoarter;  and  finding  that  he 
could  not  conolade  nis  a^punent  at  this  sitting 
the  court  a4Jonmed  till  to-morrow. 

Satubdat,  January  29. 
THoI  ^Judga  Peck. 

The  Senate  then  again  reeolved  itself  into  a 
Oonrt  Impeachment. 

Mr.  BnooANAK  concluded  his  argument  in 
support  of  the  impeachment  He  took  the  for* 
ther  position,  that  the  pnblicatitm  of  Mr.  Law- 
less, under  the  signatnre  of  "  A  Citizen."  could 
not,  in  a  trial  upon  an  indictment  for  libel,  be 
established  to  be  libedlous,  according  to  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  land ;  that  the  p^>er 
was,  on  its  &ce,  perfectly  harmless  in  itself; 
and  that,  so  &r  as  it  went,  it  was  not  an  unfur* 
representation  of  the  opinion  of  Judge  Fei^ 
The  honorable  manager  critically  and  l^ally 
analyzed  the  nine  last  specificationa  in  the  pub- 
lication, to  establish  these  points.  He  then 
proceeded  to  sum  np  and  descant  upon  the  tes- 
timony prodaoed  in  the  case  before  the  Oonrt 
of  Impeachment,  in  order  to  show  the  arbitrary 
and  cruel  conduct  of  Judge  Peck ;  and,  in  » 
peroration,  marked  by  its  afdent  eloquence,  he 
declared;  uiat  if  this  man  esoKped,  the  deolara* 
tion  of  a  distinguished  politician  of  this  country, 
that  the  power  of  impeachment  was  but  the 
scarecrow  of  the  constitution,  would  be  fully 
verified ;  that  when  this  trial  commenced,  he 
recoiled  with  horror  from  the  idea  of  liiAiting, 
and  rendering  precarious  and  dependent,  the 
teanre  of  the  j  adicual  office,  but  that  the  acquittal 
of  the  respondent  would  reocmcile  him  to  that 
evil,  as  one  less  than  a  hopeless  and  remediless 
aabnusuon  to  Jndidal  osnrpation  and  granny, 
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mt  least  so  flu:  as  respected  the  inferior  ooorts. 
God  forbid  that  the  limitatioQ  shoald  erer  be 
•xteDdad  to  the  Sapreme  Coort  ?  Ueroy  to  the 
req>oiident  would  be  ora^tj  to  the  American 
peqile.  In  the  name,  therefore,  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  whose  liberties  ue  had 
violated— in  the  name  of  the  judiciar;',  whose 
character  he  had  iignred  and  tarni^ied-^e 
respectfoUy  asked  of  this  honoraUe  oonrt  the 
oonTiotiou  of  the  respondent 

The  argtunent  being  oonoladed  on  both  sides, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Wkbsteb,  the  court  then  re- 
Kdred  to  meet  agwn  at  12  oVlock  on  Monday 
morning  next,  in  order  to  proceed  ftirther  in 
the  conrideratbn  of  this  impeachment. 

Adjonmed. 


Monday,  Jonnarj  81. 
Trial  of  Judge  Peck. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Oonrt 
of  Impeachment;  and 

The  House  of  Bepresentatives,  with  their 
managers,  and  the  connsel  for  the  respondent, 
luiTing  come  into  court, 

Kr.  Tazbwxix  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Retoivtd,  That  this  court  inJl  now  pronoonce  judg- 
ment upon  J&mes  H.  Peck,  Judge  of  the  District 
Court  of  the  United  SUles  for  the  District  of  His- 
Bonn* 

Itr.  Taziwku.  observed,  titat  if  there  was 
one  member  of  the  court  unprepared  for  a  de- 
idnon  on  this  impeachment  at  this  time,  or  pre- 
temi  any  other  mode  of  proceeding  to  pro- 
noonoe  jadgment,  he  would  oheerfiUlj  with- 
draw the  resolution. 

Ko  objection  having  been  made,  the  resolu- 
tion was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  names  of  the  Senatcn^  were  then  called 
ovw  by  the  Secretary. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  under  t2ie  direc- 
tion of  the  ViOB  PBisiDEzrr,  read  the  article  of 
'  impeachmoit  exhibited  by  the  Honae  of  Bepre- 
eentatives  against  James  H.  Peck,  Judge  of  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  States  fbr  the  Dis- 
trict of  Hissonri. 

The  VioK  Pbbsident  rose  and  said — 

Skxatobs  :  YoQ  have  heard  the  article  of  im- 
peachmeut  read :  you  have  heard  the  evidence 
and  the  argoments  for  and  against  the  respon- 
dent: when  your  names  are  called,  yos  will 
rise  from  yonr  seats,  and  distinctly  ^noance 
whether  he  is  guilty  or  not  guilty,  as  oharged 
by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Viox  pBEsnmrr  then,  in  an  suable 
voice,  put  the  following  question  to  each  of  die 
Senafetna  in  alphabeliodi  order : 

lb.  Senator   :  What  say  yon:  la 

James  H.  Peek,  Judge  of  the  District  Oonrt  of 
the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Missouri, 
guil^  or  not  guilty  of  the  high  misdemeanor 
diarged  in  the  artide  of  impeachment  exhibited 
agii^  him  by  the  Honae  q£  Bepreaentatires  t 


[SnuxK. 

Each  Senator  rose  from  his  seat,  as  this  ques- 
tion was  pn^KHmded  to  him,  and  answered  as 
follows: 

OmLTT. — ^Uessrs.  Barnard,  Brown,  Clayton,  Dtck- 
erson,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Hayne,  Iredell,  Kane, 
I^ing,  Livio^on,  HcKinley,  Poindezter,  Bobbins, 
Saaford,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Soatii  Caro- 
lina, Troup,  Tyler,  Woodbury— 21. 

Not  Gdiltx. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chase, 
Foot,  FrelinghujS«n,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hobnea, 
Johiuton,  Knight,  Marks,  Naudain,  Noble,  Rugglea, 
Seymour,  ^Ubee,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Webster, 
Wlute,  Willey— 22. 

Mr.  Benton  and  Mr.  Bobihson  were  excused 
from  voting.  Mr.  Bma,  Ur.  Ohahbebs,  and 
Mr.  RowAjr  were  alraent 

The  Vies  PBummrr  again  rose,  and  ob- 
served— 

SiNAT0B8:  Twenty-one  Senators  having 
voted  that  the  respondent  is  guilty,  and  twen- 
ty-two that  he  is  not  guilty ;  and  two-thirds  of 
me  Senate  not  having  voted  for  his  oonvio- 
tion,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Ohair  to  pro- 
nounce, that  James  H.  Peck,  the  Judge  of  the 
District  Oonrt  of  the  Cnited  States  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Missouri,  stands  acqmtted  of  the  charge 
exhibited  against  him  by  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives. 

The  YioB  Pbssidknt  then  directed  ^e  Mar- 
shal to  adjourn  the  Court  of  Impeachment; 
and  it  was  accordingly  ad(}onmed  nne  di&. 


Wednssoat,  Febroary  3. 

Bank  (if  the  United.  Stat«»—2^<m-SeMual  of 
HiA  Ckarter. 

Mr.  Benton,  in  pxusuanoe  of  notice  given 
yesterday,  rose  to  ask  leare  to  introdnce  the 
following  resolution : 

Retolvtdby  the  Bmate  amd Hotat  of  BepmenU^ 
tint*  of  the  United  States  of  America,  •»  Oongreta  «• 
«emi^  That  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  ought  not  to  be  renewed. 

Ifr.  Benton  commenced  his  speech  in  sup* 
port  of  the  application  for  the  leave  he  was 
about  to  ask,  with  a  justification  of  himself  for 
bringing  forward  the  question  of  renewal  at 
thia  time,  when  the  charter  had  still  five  years 
to  run;  and  bottomed  his  vindication  chiefly 
on  the  right  he  possessed,  and  the  necessity  he 
was  under  to  answer  certain  reports  of  one  of 
the  committees  of  the  Senate,  made  in  opposi- 
tion to  certain  resolutions  relative  to  the  bank, 
which  he  had  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  for- 
mer sessions,  and  which  reports  he  had  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  answering.  Ha  sdd  it 
had  been  hia  ibrtane,  or  diance,  some  three 
years  ago,  to  submit  a  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  undrawn  balances  of  public  money  in  the 
hands  of  the  bank,  and  to  accompany  it  with 
some  poor  remarks  of  unfavorable  implication 
to  the  future  existence  of  that  institution.  My 
resolution  (said  Mr.  B.)  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance^  who  made  a  report  de- 
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cidedl^  adverse  to  all  mj  viewa,  aod  eminently 
favorable  to  the  bank,  both  as  a  present  and 
fntare  institation.  Thia  report  came  in  on  the 
18th  of  May,  jnst  fourteen  days  before  the  con- 
clasion  of  a  six  months'  eessioo^  when  all  was 
hnrry  and  precipitation  to  terminate  the  bnst- 
ness  on  hand,  and  when  there  was  not  the  least 
chance  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Senate  in 
the  consideration  of  any  new  subject.  The  re- 
port was,  therefore,  laid  upon  the  table  onan- 
swered,  but  was  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate, 
and  that  in  extra  numbers,  and  widely  diffused 
over  the  oonntry  by  means  of  the  newspaper 
press.  At  the  commencement  of  the  next  ses- 
non,  it  being  irregnlar  to  call  for  the  considerar 
tion  <rf  the  past  report,  I  was  under  the  neces- 
■ity  to  begin,  anew,  and  accordingly  submitted 
my  resolution  a  second  time,  and  that  quite 
early  in  the  session ;  say  on  the  first  day  of 
January.  It  was  my  wish  and  request  that 
this  resolution  might  be  discussed  in  the  Sen- 
ate, but  the  sentiment  of  the  m^ority  was  dif- 
ferent, and  a  second  reference  of  it  was  made  to 
the  Finance  Committee.  A  second  report  of 
l^e  same  purport  with  th«  first  was  a  matter 
course ;  bnt  what  did  not  seem  to  me  to  be  a 
matter  of  course  was  this:  that  this  second  re- 
port shoold  not  come  in  until  the  20th  day  of 
February,  just  fourteen  days  again  before  the 
end  of  the  session,  for  it  was  then  the  short 
Bession,  and  the  Senate  as  much  pinched  as  be- 
fore for  time  to  finish  the  bnsiness  on  hand. 
No  answer  could  be  made  to  it,  but  the  report 
was  printed,  with  the  former  report  appended 
to  it ;  and  thus,  united  like  the  Siamese  twins, 
and  with  the  apparent,  but  not  real  sanction  of 
the  Senate,  they  went  forth  together  to  make 
the  tour  of  the  Union  in  the  colunms  of  the 
newspaper  press.  Thus,  I  was  &  aecond  time 
ont  of  court:  a  aeoond  time  non-snited  for 
want  of  a  replication,  when  there  was  no  time 
to  file  one.  I  had  intended  to  b^n  At  novo, 
and  for  the  third  time,  at  the  opening  of  the 
ensuing  sesaon;  bnt,  happily,  was  anticipated 
and  prevented  by  the  annual  Message  of  the 
new  President,  (General  Jackson,)  which 
brought  this  question  of  renewing  Uie  bank 
charter  directly  before  Congress.  A  reference 
of  this  part  of  the  Message  was  made,  of  coarse, 
to  the  Finance  Committee :  the  committee,  of 
course,  again  reported,  and  with  increased  u-- 
dor,  in  favor  of  the  bank.  Unhappily  this  third 
report,  whidi  was  an  amplification  and  reitera- 
tion of  the  two  former,  aid  not  come  in  nntil 
the  aearion  was  four  months  advanoed,  and 
when  the  time  of  tlie  Soiate  had  become  en- 
grossed, and  its  attention  absorbed,  by  the  nn- 
merous  and  Important  subjeots  which  had  acon- 
mnlated  npon  the  calendar.  Printing  in  extra 
nnmbera,  general  oiroalation  ihroagh  the  news- 
paper press,  and  no  answer,  was  the  catastrophe 
of  this  third  reference  to  tiie  Finance  Commit- 
tee. Thus  was  I  non-suited  for  the  third  time. 
The  fourth  session  has  now  come  round ;  the 
same  subject  is  agiun  before  the  same  commit- 
tee on  the  reference  of  Um  part  of  the  Presi- 


dent's second  annual  Message  which  relates  to 
tiie  bank ;  and,  doubtless,  a  fourth  report  <tf  th« 
same  import  with  the  three  preceding  ones, 
may  be  expected.  But  when  V  is  the  qneetion. 
And,  as  I  cannot  answer  that  question,  and  the 
session  is  now  two-thirds  advanced,  and  as  I 
have  no  disposition  to  be  cut  off  for  the  fourth 
time,  I  have  thought  proper  to  create  an  occa- 
sion to  deliver  my  own  sentiments,  by  asking 
leave  to  inlrodnce  a  Joint  resolution,  adverse  to 
the  tenor  of  all  the  reports,  and  to  give  my 
reas(ms  anhut  Aem,  wnQe  sopporUng  my  ap- 
plication nir  the  leaTO  demanded ;  a  conrse  dt 
proceeding  which  is  jiUt  to  mysdi;  and  nnjnst 
to  no  one,  ainee  all  ar«  at  liberty  to  answer  me. 
These  are  my  personal  reasons  for  this  stefk 
and  a  part  of  my  answer  to  the  objection  that  I 
have  b^un  too  soon.  The  conduct  of  the  bank, 
and  its  mends,  ccmstitntes  the  second  branch  of 
my  justification.  It  is  certainly  not  '*  too  soon  " 
for  them,  Jadging  by  their  condnct,  to  engage 
in  the  question  renewing  the  bank  charter. 
In  and  oat  of  Congress,  they  all  seem  to  be  of 
one  accord  on  tiiis  point  Three  reports  of 
committees  in  the  Senate,  and  <me  from  a  Com- 
mittee (hT  the  Hoose  vS.  B^nresoitatiTea  have 
been  made  in  fiivor  (tf  the  renewal;  and  all 
these  reports,  instead  of  being  lud  away  iae 
future  use — instead  of  being  stuck  in  pigeon 
holes,  and  labelled  for  future  attention,  as  things 
coming  forth  prematurely,  and  not  wanted  for 
present- service — have,  on  the  contrary,  been 
nniversally  received  by  the  bank  and  its  friends, 
in  one  great  tempest  of  ^plause ;  greeted  with 
every  species  of  acclamation ;  reprinted  in  most 
of  the  p^wrs,  and  every  effort  made  to  give  the 
widest  diffusion,  and  tiie  highest  effect,  to  the 
ai^uments  they  contain.  ^  addition  to  this, 
and  at  the  present  session,  within  a  few  days 
past,  three  thonaaiid  copies  <tf  the  exposition  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Banjc  have  been  printed  by 
order  of  the  two  Houses,  a  thing  never  before 
don&  and  now  intended  to  blaison  the  merits  of 
the  bank.  [Ifr.  Sioth,  of  Maryland,  here  ex- 

Sressed  some  dissent  to  this  stat^ent;  but  Mr. 
I.  afiBrmed  its  correctness  in  substance  if  not  to 
the  letter,  and  continued.]  This  does  not  look 
as  if  the  bank  advocates  mought  it  was  too  won 
to  discuss  the  question  of  renewing  the  charter : 
and,  upon  this  exhibition  of  their  sentiments,  I 
shall  rest  the  assertion  and  the  proof,  that  they 
do  not  think  so.  The  third  branch  of  my  Jnsti* 
fication  rests  upon  a  sense  of  public  duty ;  upon 
a  sense  of  what  is  just  and  aavantageons  to  the 
pewle  in  general,  and  to  the  debtors  and  stock- 
holders  of  the  bank  in  partionlar.  The  renewal 
of  the  charter  Is  a  question  which  concerns  the 
people  at  large ;  and  if  they  are  to  have  any 
hand  in  the  decision  of  this  question— if  they 
are  even  to  know  what  is  done  before  it  is 
done,  it  is  high  time  that  they  and  their  liepre- 
sentatives  in  Congress  should  understand  each 
other's  mind  upon  it.  The  charter  has  bnt  five 
years  to  nm ;  and  if  renewed  at  aU,  will  proba- 
bly be  at  stmie  short  period,  say  two  or  three 
years,  b^ore  the  time  is  ont,  aw  at  any  time 
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■OMier  that  a  chance  can  be  seen  to  gallop  the 
renewal  throi^h  Oongre^.  The  people,  there- 
fore, have  no  time  to  lose,  if  they  mean  to  -haTe 
naj  hand  in  the  decision  of  this  great  qoestion. 
To  the  bank  itself,  it  most  be  advantageona,  at 
least,  if  not  dedrable,  to  know  its  fate  at  once, 
that  it  maj  avoid  (if  there  is  to  be  no  renewal) 
the  trouble  and  expense  of  mnltiplying  branches 
upon  the  eve  of  disaolntion,  and  the  risk  and 
ineonrenience  of  extending  loans  beyond  the 
term  of  its  existence.  To  the  debtors  upon 
mortgages,  and  indefinite  accommodations,  it 
must  be  &lao  advantageous,  if  not  desirable,  to 
be  notified  in  advance  of  the  end  of  their  indnl- 
goncei :  bo  that,  to  every  interest,  pnblio  and 
iwirate,  political  and  pecaniary,  general  and 
partknuar^  fall  discnsaion,  and  seasonable  de- 
cision, is  just  and  proper. 

I  liold  myself  justified,  Ur.  Preddent,  upon 
the  reasons  ^ven,  for  proceeding  in  my  present 
jqifdication;  bat,  as  example  is  sometimes  more 
authoritative  than  reason,  I  vrill  take  the  lib- 
erty to  produce  one,  which  is  as  high  in  point 
of  aathoiity  as  it  is  appropriate  in  point  of  ap- 
pticatioo,  and  which  happens  to  fit  the  case  be- 
fore tiie  Senate  as  completely  as  if  it  had  been 
made  for  it.  I  speak  of  what  has  lately  been 
dtme  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britun.  It  so 
happens,  that  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
Itad  is  to  expire,  opon  its  own  limitation,  nearly 
abont  the  same  time  with  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  TTnlted  States,  namely,  in  the  year 
1888;  and  as  far  back  as  1824,  no  less  than 
nine  years  before  its  expiration,  the  question  of 
its  renewal  was  debated,  and  that  with  great 
freedom,  in  the  British  House  of  Commons.  I 
will  read  some  extracts  from  that  debate,  as 
the  furest  way  of  presenting  the  example  to 
tiie  Senate,  and  the  moat  effeotoal  mode  of  se- 
eoring  to  myself  the  advantage  of  the  senti- 
ments expressed  by  British  statesmen. 

{thi  izrEAcn.] 

8b  Henry  ParnelL — "The  Honse  should  no  longer 
delay  to  tarn  its  atteation  to  the  expediency  of  re> 
■eviog  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England.  Here- 
tofore  it  bad  been  the  regular  custom  to  reneir  the 
ehsrtar  several  years  before  the  existing  charter 
had  expired.  The  last  renewal  was  made  when  the 
eywting  charter  had  eleven  years  to  ma ;  the  pres- 
ent charter  had  nine  years  only  to  continue,  and  he 
iUk  very  aazioiis  to  prevent  the  making  of  any 
agreement  between  the  Goveniiaent  and  the  bank 
for  a  renewal,  without  a  full  examination  of  the 
iM^ey  of  agaia  conferring  upon  the  bank  of  Eng- 
taod  any  exeluatve  privilege.  The  practice  bad 
been  for  Government  to  make  a  secret  arraogement 
with  the  bank;  to  sobmit  it  immediatdy  to  the 
pnqtrietota  of  tiw  bank  for  their  ajqirobauoii,  and 
to  eaS  upoa  the  House  the  next  day  to  confirm  it, 
irithout  affording  any  opportunity  of  fair  deltbera- 
tkw.  So  much  information  had  been  obtained  up- 
on the  banking  trade,  and  upon  the  nature  of  our- 
TCDcy  in  the  last  fifteen  years,  that  It  was  particu- 
luly  necessary  to  enter  upon  a  full  bvestigatlon  of 
^e  policy  of  renewing  tbe  bank  charter  before  any 
n^otiatioa  should  be  entered  upon  between  the 
Qovemment  and  the  bank;  and  he  trusted  the 


Government  would  not  commence  any  such  negoti- 
ation anlil  tlie  sense  of  Parliament  had  been  tmkea 
on  this  important  subject." 

*'  Mr.  Hume  said  it  was  of  very  great  importance  * 
that  his  mnjeatj's  ministers  shoiild  take  immediate 
steps  to  free  themselves  from  the  trammels  in  which 
they  had  long  been  held  by  the  bonk   Ab  Uie  in- 
terest of  money  was  now  nearly  on  a  level  with 
what  it  was  when  the  bank  lent  a  large  sum  to 
Government,  he  hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  not  listen  to  any  application  for  a 
renewal  of  the  bank  charter,  but  would  pay  off  every 
shilling  that  bad  been  borrowed  from  the  bank. 
••••••  Let  the  country  gentlemen  rec- 
ollect that  the  bank  was  now  acting  as  pawn-broker 
on  a  large  scale,  and  lending  money  on  estates,  a 
system  entirely  contrary  to  the  original  intention  of 
that  institution.    ••••••••  He 

hoped,  before  the  exidration  of  tbe  diarter,  that 
a  regular  inquiry  would  be  made  into  the  whole 
subject.'* 

Mr.  Edward  EDice.— "It  (the  Bank  of  England) 
is  a  great  monopoli^g  body,  eiyoyin^  privileges 
which  belonged  to  no  other  corporation,  and  no 
other  class  of  his  nm'esty's  subjects.  •  •  *  • 
He  hoped  that  the  exclusive  charter  would  never 
again  be  granted ;  and  that  the  conduct  of  the  bank 
during  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  would  make 
Government  very  cautious  how  they  entertained 
any  such  propoeitioos.  The  right  honorable  Ohau- 
ceuor  <tf  tbe  Exchequer  [Ur.  Bobinson]  bad  pro- 
tested agunst  the  idea  of  straining  any  point  to  the 
pr^udice  of  the  bank ;  he  thought,  however,  that 
the  bank  had  very  Uttle  to  complain  of,  when  thur 
stock,  after  all  their  past  profits,  was  at  2S6." 

Tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  "  deprecated 
the  diecosaiOD,  as  leading  to  no  practical  result." 

Hr.  Alexander  Baring    otdeoted  to  it  as  prema- 
ture and  imnecessary." 

Sir  William  Pulteney  (in  another  debate.) — "Tbo 
prejudices  in  favor  of  the  present  bank  have  pro- 
ceeded iVom  the  long  habit  of  conridering  it  as  a 
sort  of  [Hilar  which  nothing  can  shake.    *   *  * 
The  bank  has  been  supported,  and  is  still  sapported, 
by  tbe  fi»ar  and  terror  of  whicfa,  by  means  of  its 
monopoly,  it  has  bad  the  power  to  insfare.   It  is 
well  Imown,  that  ^ere  is  hurdly  an  extendve  trader, 
a  mantdaoturer,  or  a  banker,  either  in  London,  or 
at  a  distance  from  it,  to  whom  tbe  bank  could  not 
do  a  serious  ii^nry,  and  could  often  bring  on  even 
insolvency.    ••••••    I  conuder  the 

power  given  by  the  monopoly  to  be  of  tbe  nature 
of  all  other  despotic  power,  wtdch  corrupts  the 
despot  as  much  as  it  corrupts  the  slave.  •  •  * 
"mm  ItislD  the  nature  of  man,  that  a  monop- 
oly must  necessarily  be  ill-conducted.  •  »  •  • 
*  *  Whatever  Unguage  the  [private]  bankers 
may  feel  themselves  obliged  to  hold,  yet  no  one  can 
believe  that  they  have  any  satisfaction  In  b^g, 
and  continuing,  under  a  dominion  which  has  proved 
80  grievous  and  so  disastrous.  •»••*• 
I  can  never  believe  that  the  merchants  and  bankers 
of  this  country  will  prove  unwilling  to  emancipate 
themselves,  if  they  can  do  it  without  risking  the  re- 
sentment of  the  bank.  No  man  in  France  was 
heard  to  complain,  openly,  of  the  bastile  while  it 
existed.  Tbe  merchants  and  bankers  of  this  coun- 
try have  the  Uood  of  Englishmen,  and  will  be  happy 
to  relieve  thenueives  from  a  sitiuUon  of  perpetnu 
terror,  if  ^y  conld  do  it  condstently  with  a  doe 
regud  to  tbw  own  interest.** 
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Here  is  authority  added  to  reason — the  force 
of  a  great  example  added  to  the  weight  of  nu~ 
answerable  reasons,  in  favor  of  early  discas- 
sion;  so  that  I  trust,  I  have  effectually  put 
aside  that  old  and  convenieat  objection  to  the 
"time; "  that  most  flexible  and  accommodating 
objection,  which  applies  to  all  aeasoosj  and  all 
snbjeots,  and  is  Just  as  available  tar  enttmg  off  a 
late  debate,  because  it  is  too  late,  as  it  is  for 
stifling  an  early  one,  because  it  is  too  early. 
Fbst;  Kr.  Preudent,  I  olnect  to  the  renewal 
the  charter  of  the  Sank  of  the  United  States, 
because  I  look  upon  the  bank  as  an  institution 
too  great  and  powerful  to  he  tolerated  in  a 
Government  of  free  and  equal  laws.  Its  power 
is  that  of  a  purse ;  a  power  more  potent  than 
that  of  the  sword ;  and  this  power  it  possesses 
to  a  degree  and  extent  that  will  enable  the 
bank  to  draw  to  Itself  too  much  of  the  political 

Sower  of  this  Union ;  and  too  much  of  the  in- 
ividual  property  of  the  citizens  of  these  States. 
Hie  money  power  of  the  bank  is  both  direct 
and  indireoL 

[The  VioB  Fbebtoeitt  here  intimated  to 
Ur.  B.  that  he  was  out  of  order,  and  had 
not  a  right  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  bank 
upon  the  motion  which  he  had  made.  Hr.  B. 
begged  pardon  of  the  Vice  Fresidrat,  and  ro- 
spectiully  insisted  that  he  was  in  order,  and 
had  a  right  to  proceed.  He  sud  he  was  pro- 
ceeding upon  the  parliamentary  rule  of  asking 
leave  to  bring  in  a  joint  resolution,  and,  in 
doing  which,  he  had  a  right  to  state  his  rea- 
sons, which  reasons  constituted  his  speech; 
that  the  motion  was  debatable,  and-  the  whole 
Benate  might  answer  him.  llie  Yios  Fbksi- 
DEXT  then  directed  llr.  B.  to  proceed.] 

Hr.  B.  resumed.  The  direct  power  of  the 
bank  is  now  prodigious,  and,  in  tiie  event  of 
the  renewal  of  the  charter,  must  speedily  be- 
come bonndless  and  uncontrollable.  The  bank 
is  now  authorized  to  own  effects,  lands  inclu- 
sive, to  the  amount  of  fifty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  to  issue  notes  to  the  amount  of  thirty- 
flve  millions  more.  This  makes  ninety  mil- 
lions ;  and,  in  addition  to  this  vast  sum,  there 
is  an  opening  for  an  unlimited  increase :  or, 
there  is  a  dispensation  ia  the  charter  to  issue 
as  many  more  notes  as  Oon^ess,  by  law,  may 
permit.  This  opens  the  door  to  boundless 
emiadons;  for  wbat  can  be  more  nnbotmded 
than  the  will  and  pleasure  of  suooearive  Con- 
gresses? The  indirect  power  of  the  bank  can- 
not be  stated  in  fignres ;  but  it  can  be  shown 
to  be  immense.  In  the  first  place^  it  has  the 
keeping  of  the  public  moneys,  now  amounting 
to  twenty-six  millions  per  annum,  (the  Post 
Office  Department  incladed,)  and  the  gratuitous 
use  of  the  undrawn  balances,  large  enough  to 
constitute  in  themselves  the  coital  of  a  great 
State  bank.  In  the  next  place,  its  promissory 
notes  are  receivable,  by  law,  in  pdrchase  of  aU 
property  owned  by  the  United  States,  and  in 
payment  of  all  debts  due  them;  and  this  may 
increase  its  power  to  tiie  amount  of  the  aimnai 
revenue,  by  creating  a  demand  for  its  notes  to 


that  amount.  In  the  third  place,  it  wears  the 
name  of  the.  United  States,  and  has  the  Federal 
Government  for  a  partner ;  imd  this  name,  and 
this  partnership,  identify  the  credit  of  the 
bank  with  the  credit  of  the  Union.  Ih  the 
fourth  place,  it  is  armed  with  authority  to  dis- 
parage and  mscredit  tiie  notes.of  other  banks, 
hj  excluding  them  from  all  payments  to  tihe 
TTnlted  States ;  and  tliis,  added  to  aU  its  other 
powers,  direct  and  indirect,  makes  this  instita- 
tion  the  tmoontrollable  monarch  of  the  mon- 
eyed system  of  the  Union.  To  whom  is  (dl 
this  power  granted !  To  a  company  of  pnvate 
individuals,  many  of  them  foreigners,  and  the 
mass  of  them  residing  in  a  remote  and  narrow 
comer  of  the  Union,  unconnected  by  any  sym- 
pathy with  the  fertile  regions  of  the  Great  Val- 
ley, in  which  the  naturu  power  of  this  Union 
— the  power  of  numbers — will  be  found  to  re- 
side long  before  the  renewed  term  of  a  second 
charter  would  expire.  By  whom  is  all  this 
power  to  be  excu^iised?  By  a  directory  of 
seven,  (it  may  be,)  governed  \n  a  m^oritr  of 
four,  (it  may  be ;)  and.  none  of  uiese  de(^  \>j 
the  people,  or  responsible  to  them.  Where  is 
it  to  be  exercised  f  At  a  single  city,  distant  a 
thousand  miles  from  some  of  the  States,  receiv- 
ing the  produce  of  none  of  them,  (except  one ;) 
no  interest  in  the  welfare  of  any  of  them,  (ex- 
cept one ;)  no  commerce  with  the  people ;  with 
branches  in  every  State ;  and  evory  branch 
subject  to  the  secret  and  absolute  orders  of  the 
supreme  central  head :  thus  constituting  a  sys- 
tem of  centralism,  hostile  to  the  federative  prin- 
ciple of  our  Union,  encroaching  upon  the 
wealth  and  power  of  the  States,  and  oi^anized 
upon  a  principle  to  nye  the  highest  effect  to 
the  greatest  power.  This  mass  tff  power,  thas 
concentrated,  thus  nunlfled,  and  thus  directed, 
must  necessarily  become,  under  a  prolonged 
existence,  the  absolute  monopolist  of  American 
money,  uie  sole  manufacturer  of  paper  cur- 
rency, and  the  sole  authority  (for  authority  it 
will  be)  to  which  the  Federal  Government,  the 
State  Governments,  the  great  cities,  corporate 
bodies,  merchants,  traders,  and  every  private 
citizen,  must,  of  necessity,  apply,  for  every  loan 
which  their  exigencies  may  demand.  "The 
rich  ruleth  the  poor,  and  the  borrower  is  the 
servant  of  the  lender."  Such  are  the  words  of 
holy  writ ;  and  if  the  antJiorit?  of  the  Bible 
admitted  of  corroboration,  the  histotr  of  the 
world  is  at  hiuid  to  give  it.  But  I  will  not  cite 
the  tustory  of  the  world,  but  one  eminent  ex- 
ample only,  and  that  of  a  nature  so  high  and 
commanding,  as  to  include  all  others ;  and  so 
near  and  recent,  as  to  be  directly  applicable  to 
our  own  situation.  I  speak  of  what  happened  in 
Great  Britain,  in  the  year  1796,  when  the  Bank 
of  England,  by  a  brief  and  unceremonious  letter 
to  Mr.  Pitt,  such  as  a  miser  would  write  to  a 
prodigal  in  a  pinch,  gave  the  proof  of  what  a 
great  moneyed  power  could  do,  and  would  d(^ 
to  promote  its  own  interest  in  a  crids  of  iifr< 
tional  alarm  and  difficulty.  I  will  read  the  let* 
ter.  It  is  exoeedingly  short ;  for,  after  the  ecun- 
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pliments  are  omitted,  there  are  but  three  lines 
of  it.  It  is,  in  fiwsL  about  as  long  as  a  sentence 
of  execntioD,  leaving  out  the  prayer  of  the 
judge.  It  mns  thns : 

•*  It  Is  the  wish  of  tbe  Court  of  IKiectors  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  settle  hU 
amngementa  at  finances  for  the  present  year,  La 
■neh  manner  as  not  to  depend  upon  any  fUrther  aa- 
ristance  from  them,  beyond  what  ia  already  agreed 
fiw." 

Sach  were  the  words  of  this  memorable  note, 
enfficiently  explicit  and  intelligible ;  but  to  ap- 
preciate it  fully,  we  must  know  what  was  the 
condition  of  Great  Britain  at  that  time  ?  £e- 
m ember  it  was  the  year  1796,  and  the  begin- 
2iiDg  of  that  year,  than  which  a  more  porten- 
toos  (Hie  never  opened  npon  tiie  British  empire. 
Tbo  war  with  the  XVench  repnblio  had  omi 
raging  for  two  years ;  Spain  had  just  dedared 
war  against  Great  Britam ;  Ireland  was  bnrst- 
ing  into  rebellion ;  the  fleet  in  the  Nore  was  in 
opea  mutiny;  and  a  cry  for  the  reform  of 
abuses,  and  the  reduction  of  taxes,  resounded 
throogh  the  land.  It  was  a  season  of  alarm 
and  consternation,  and  of  imminent  actual  dan- 
ger to  Great  Britain ;  and  this  was  the  moment 
which  the  bank  selected  to  notify  the  minister 
tliat  no  more  loans  were  to  be  expected  1  What 
was  the  effect  of  this  notification  ?  It  was  to 
par^yze  the  Government,  and  to  subdue  the 
minister  to  the  purposes  of  Uie  bank.  From 
that  day  forth  Itr,  Pitt  became  the  minister 
of  the  bank ;  and,  before  two  years  were  out, 
he  had  succeeded  in  bringing  aU  the  Departs 
ments  of  Government,  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mona,  and  the  Privy  Council,  to  his  own  slavish 
condition.  He  stopped  the  specie  payments  of 
the  bank,  and  ma^  its  notes  the  lawful  cur- 
rency of  the  land.  In  1797  he  obtained  an 
order  in  conncil  for  this  purpose ;  in  the  same 
year  an  act  of  Parliament  to  confirm  the  order 
for  a  month,  and  afterwards  a  series  of  acts  to 
continue  it  for  twenty  years.  This  was  the 
reign  of  the  bank.  For  twenty  years  it  was  a 
dominant  power  in  England,  and,  during  that 
disatftrous  period,  the  public  debt  was  increased 
about  £400,000,000  sterling,  equal  nearly  to 
two  thousand  millioEkS  of  dollars,  and  that  by 
pi^»er  loans  from  a  bank  which,  according  to 
Its  own  declarations,  had  not  a  shilling  to  lend 
at  the  commencement  of  the  period  I  I  omit 
rest  I  say  nothing  of  the  general  subjuga- 
tion of  the  country  banks,  the  rise  in  the  price 
of  food,  the  decline  in  wages,  the  increase  of 
crimes  and  taxes,  the  mnltipUcation  of  lords 
and  beggars,  and  the  frightful  demoralization 
of  society.  I  omit  all't^is.  I  only  seize  the 
prominent  figure  in  the  picture,  that  of  a  Gov- 
ernment arrested  in  the  midst  of  war  and  dan- 
ger by  tiie  veto  of  a  moneyed  corporation ;  and 
only  permitted  to  go  on  upon  condition  of  as- 
suming the  odium  of  stopping  specie  payments, 
and  sustuuing  the  promissory  notes  of  an  in- 
solvent bank,  as  the  lawful  currency  of  the 
land.  This  sin^d  figure  suffices  to  fix  the  char- 
acter of  the  l^eBj  fox  wbea  the  GoTemment 


becomes  the  "  servant  of  the  lender,"  the  peo- 
ple themselves  become  its  slaves.  Cannot  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  re-chartered,  act 
in  the  same  way?  It  certainly  can,  and  just 
as  certiunly  wilL  when  time  and  opportunity 
shall  serve  and  interest  may  prompt.  It  Is  to 
no  purpose  that  gentlemen  may  come  forward, 
and  vaunt  the  chuB^er  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  and  proclaim  it  too  just  and  merciful  to 
oppress  the  State.  I  must  be  jpermitted  to  re- 
pudiate both  the  pledge  and  the  praise.  The 
security  is  insufiBcieilt  and  the  encomium  be- 
longs to  Constantinople.  There  were  enough 
such  in  the  British  Parliament  the  year  before, 
nay,  the  day  before  the  bank  stopped;  yet 
tiieir  pledges  and  pnuses  neither  prevented  the 
stoppage,  nor  made  good  the  damage  that  en- 
sued, lliere  were  gentlemen  in  our  Congress 
to  pledge  themselvM  in  1810  for  the  thai  ex- 
piring bank,  of  which  the  one  now  existing  is  a 
second  uid  deteriorated  edition;  and  if  their 
securityship  had  been  accepted,  and  the  old 
bank  re-chartered,  we  should  have  seen  this 
Government  greeted  with  a  note,  about  August, 
1814 — about  the  time  the  British  were  burning 
this  capital — of  the  same  tenor  with  the  one 
received  \)j  the  younger  Pitt  in  the  year  1796 ; 
for,  it  is  incontestable,  that  that  bank  was 
owned  by  men  who  would  have  glorified  ia 
arresting  the  Government,  and  the  war  itself 
for  want  of  mtmey.  Happily,  the  wisdom  ana 
^triotism  of  Jefrawn,  under  the  providence  of 
God,  prevented  that  infamy  and  roiiu  by  pre- 
venting the  renewal  of  the  old  bank  charter. 

Secondly.  I  object  to  the  continuance  of  this 
bank,  because  its  tendencies  are  dangerous  and 
pernicious  to  the  Government  and  to  the  peo- 
ple. 

What  are  the  tendencies  of  a  great  moneyed 
power,  connected  with  the  Government,  anA 
controlling  its  fiscal  operations  ?  Are  they  not 
dangerous  to  every  interest,  public  and  private 
— political  as  weU  as  pecuniary  t  I  eay  they 
are ;  and  briefly  enumerate  the  heads  of  each 
mischief. 

1.  Such  a  bank  teiids  to  subjugate  the  Gor- 
emment,  as  I  have  already  shown  in  the  history 
of  what  happened  to  the  Britiah  miniatar  in 
the  year  1795. 

2.  It  tends  to  collusions  b^iween  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  bank  in  the  terms  of  the  loans,  as 
has  been  fully  experienced  In  England  in  those 
frauds  upon  the  people,  and  insults  upon  the 
understanding,  called  three  per  oeut.  loans,  in 
which  the  Government,  for  about  £60  borrow- 
ed, became  liable  to  pay  £100. 

8.  It  tends  to  create  public  debt,  by  facilitat- 
ing public  loans  and  substituting  unlimited  sup- 
plies of  paper,  for  limited  supplies  of  coin.  The 
British  debt  is  bora  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
That  bank  was  chartered  in  1694,  and  wasnotii- 
ing  more  nor  less  in  the  beginning  than  an  act 
of  Parliament  for  the  incorporation  of  a  com- 
pany of  Bubscrit>er3  to  a  Government  loan. 
The  loan  was  £1,200,000;  the  interest  £80,- 
000 ;  and  the  expenses  of  maiugemeat  £4,000. 
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And  this  ia  the  birth  and  oiigin,  the  germ  and 
nncleos  of  that  debt  vhidi  is  now  £900,000.- 
OOO,  (the  nnfhnded  items  included,)  whion 
bears  an  interest  of  £30,000,000,  and  cost 
£260,000  for  annnal  management. 

4.  It  tends  to  b^t  and  prolong  nnneoessary 
wars,  by  famishing  the  means  of  carrying 
them  on  withont  recav^nce  to  the  people. 
England  is  the  ready  example  for  this  ofuamity. 
Ew  wars  for  tiie  Testoration  of  the  C^t 
Bourbons  were  kept  np  by  Icmuu  and  sab- 
ridies  oreated  ont  of  bank  paper.  Tba  people 
of  En^and  had  no  interest  m  these  wan,  whudi 
cost  them  abont  £600,000,000  of  debt  in  twen- 
ty-five years.  In  addition  to  the  sopplies  raised 
within  the  year.  The  Kings  ^e  put  back  upon 
the  EVench  throne  were  not  able  to  sit  on  it. 
Twice  she  pnt  them  on ;  twice  they  tombled 
off  in  the  mnd ;  and  all  that  now  remuns  of 
BO  much  saOTifioe  of  life  and  money  is,  the  debt, 
which  is  eternal,  the  taxes,  which  are  intoler- 
able, the  pennons  and  titles  of  some  warriors, 
and  the  keeping  of  the  Capet  Booibon^'  who 
are  returned  upon  their  hands. 

6.  It  tends  to  aggravate  the  ineqnality  of 
fortanes;  to  make  ue  rloh  ridier,  and  thepot^ 
poorer ;  to  mnllijdEy  nabobs  and  paupers;  and 
to  deepoi  and  widen  the  golf  wbaoh  separates 
Dives  from  Laxams.  A  great  moneyed  power 
is  favorable  to  great  capitalists ;  for  it  is  the 
principle  of  money  to  fevor  money.  It  is  un- 
uTorable  to  small  capitalists ;  for  it  is  the  prin- 
dple  of  money  to  eschew  the  needy  and  nnfcHv 
tunate.  It  is  injurious  to  tha  laboring  classes ; 
because  they  receive  no  favors,  and  have  the 
price  of  the  property  they  wish  to  acquire 
nused  to  the  paper  maximum,  while  wages 
remun  at  tiie  silver  minimum. 

6.  It  tends  to  make  and  to  break  fortunes, 
by  the  flnx  and-reflnx  of  paper.  Froftise  issues, 
and  sudden  contractions,  peifoiin  this  opera- 
tion, which  can  be  rqwated,  like  planetary  and 
pesdlmtial  viaitationa,  in  every  oyde  of  so 
many  years ;  at  every  periodical  return,  trans- 
ferring millions  from  uie  actual  possessors  of 

Sroperty  to  the  Neptunes  who  preside  over  the 
uz  and  reflux  of  paper.  The  last  operation  of 
this  kind  performed  by  the  Bank  of  England, 
about  five  years  ago,  was  described  by  Mr. 
Alexander  Baring,  in  the  Hoxise  of  Commons, 
in  terms  which  are  entitled  to  the  knowledge 
and  remembrance  of  American  citizens,  I  will 
read  his  deacriptdon,  which  ia  brief  bat  impres- 
sive. After  describing  the  profose  issues  of 
1828-'24,  he  painted  the  re-aootm  in  the  follow- 
ing  terms: 

"  They,  therefore,  aD  at  once,  gave  a  sttddeo  jerk 
to  the  horse  on  whose  neck  the;  had  before  Buffered 
the  reiDS  to  hang  loose.  They  contracted  their  is- 
sues  to  a  considerable  extent.  The  chsDge  was  at 
onoe  felt  throughout  the  country.  A  few  days  be- 
fore that,  no  one  knew  what  to  do  with  his  money : 
now,  no  one  knew  where  to  get  it.  •  •  •  *  • 
The  Lendoo  bankers  found  it  necessary  to  follow 
the  same  course  towards  thar  country  correspond* 
ants,  an4  .these  again  towards  their  enstonars,  and 
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each  individual  towards  his  debtor.  The  conse- 
queaoe  was  obrioiis,  ia  the  late  panic  Every  one 
dc^us  to  obtain  what  was  due  to  hitn,  ran  to  bis 
banker,  or  to  any  other  on  whom  he  had  a  claim  ; 
and  even  those  who  had  no  immediate  use  for  their 
money,  took  it  back,  and  let  it  lie  nnem|]3oyed  in. 
their  pockets,  thinking  it  unsafe  in  others*  haads. 
The  effect  of  this  alarm  was,  that  houses  which  were 
weak  went  immediately,  Then  went  second-rate 
houses;  and,  lastly,  bouses  wliich  were  solvent 
went,  because  their  securities  were  unavi^lable. 
The  dally  calls  to  which  each  indlvidoal  was  snlyect 
pat  it  out  of  Ids  power  to  aarist  liis  ndghbm.  jCen 
were  known  to  seek  fiw  asslstanee,  and  that,  too, 
without  finding  it,  who,  on  examination  of  their  af- 
fairs, were  proved  to  be  worth  200,000  pounds, — 
men,  too,  who  held  themselves  so  secure,  that,  if 
asked  six  months  Iwfore  whether  they  could  con- 
template such  an  event,  they  would  liave  sud  It 
would  be  inqmssible,  unless  the  sky  should  fidl,  or 
some  other  event  equally  Improbable  should  occur." 

This  is  what  was  done  in  England  five  years 
ago;  it  is  what  may  be  done  here  in  evoy 
five  years  to  come,  if  the  bank  charter  is 
renewed.  Sole  dispenser  of  money,  it  cannot 
omit  the  oldest  and  most  obTions  means  of 
amaesipg  wealth  by  the  flax  and  reflux  of 
pwer.  The  game  will  be  in  its  own  handa^ 
and  the  only  answer  to  be  pwa  is  that  to 
which  I  have  alluded :  "  The  Sultan  is  too  just 
and  meroifol  to  abuse  his  power." 

Thirdly.  I  object  to  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter, on  account  of  the  exdnave  privileges,  uid 
anta-republioui  monopoly,  whidb  it  ^ves  to  the 
stockholders.  It  gives,  and  that  by  an  act  of 
Congress,  to  a  company  of  individuals,  the 
exclusive  l^al  privileges : 

I.  To  carry  on  the  trade  of  banking  upon 
the  revalue  and  credit,  and  in  the  nune^  of  the 
United  States  of  Ammoa. 

a.  To  pay  the  revenoes  (tf  the  Vmoa  in 
own  womiaaory  notes. 

8.  To  hcdd  the  moaeja  of  the  United  States  in 
deposit,  without  makiog  oompensaticHi  f<»r  the 
undrawn  balances. 

4.  To  discredit  and  disparage  the  notes  of 
other  banks,  by  excluding  them  from  the  collec- 
tion of  the  federal  revenue. 

6.  To  hold  real  estate,  receive  rents,  and  re- 
tain a  body  of  tenantry. 

6.  To  deal  in  pawns,  merchandise,  and  bills  of 
exchange. 

7.  To  estabUsb  branches  in  the  States  without 
their  consent. 

8.  To  be  exempt  from  liability  on  the  fsilore 
of  the  bank. 

9.  To  have  the  United  States  for  a  parteer. 

10.  To  have  foreigners  for  partners. 

II.  To  be  exempt  from  the  regular  adminis- 
tration of  justice  for  the  violations  of  thnr 
charter. 

13.  To  have  all  these  exclu^ve  privil^ea  se- 
cured to  them  as  a  monopoly,  in  a  pledge  of  the 
public  faith  not  to  grant  the  tike  privileges  to 
any  other  company. 

These  are  the  privil^es.  and  this  the  mo- 
nopoly, of  the  bank.  Nov,  let  as  examine  than, 
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and  ascertain  their  effect  and  bearing.  Let  ua 
contemplate  the  msgaitade  of  the  povrer  which 
they  create;  and  aecertdn  the  compatibility 
of  this  power  with  the  eafetj  of  this  repablicaa 
Government,  and  the  rights  and  interests  of  its 
free  and  equal  constituents. 

1.  The  name,  the  credit^  and  t^e  revennes 
of  the  United  State^  are  givim  up  to  the  use 
of  this  company,  and  oonstitate  in  themijelves 
an  immense  capital  to  bank  upon. — ^The  name  of 
the  United  States,  like  that  of  the  King,  is  a 
tower  of  strength ;  and  this  strong  tower  is 
now  an  outwonc  to  defend  the  citadel  of  a 
nuMieyed  corporation.  The  credit  of  the  Union 
is  in«dciilable;  and,  of  this  credit,  as  going 
with  the  name,  and  being  in  partnership  with 
the  United  States,  the  same  corporation  now 
lias  possession.  The  revenues  of  the  Union 
are  twenty-six  millions  of  dollars,  includiDg  the 
Post  0£Gc6  ■  and  all  this  is  bo  nmch  capital  in  the 
hands  of  the  bank,  because  the  revenue  is  re- 
ceived bj  it,  and  is  payable  in  its  promissory 
notes. 

£.  To  pay  the  revennes  of  the  United  States 
in  thdr  own  notes,  until  Oongresa,  by  law,  shall . 
otherwise  direct — ^This  is  a  part  of  the  charter, 
incredible  and  eztraordioary  as  it  may  appear. 
The  promissory  notes  of  uie  bank  are  to  be 
received  in  payment  of  every  thing  the  United 
States  may  have  to  sell — in  discharge  of  every 
debt  due  to  her,  until  Congress,  by  law,  shall 
otherwise  direct ;  so  that,  if  this  bonk,  like  its 
prototype  in  England,  should  stop  payment,  its 
promissory  not^  would  still  be  receivable  at 
every  custom  house,  land  office,  post  office,  and 
by  every  collector  of  public  moneys,  thronghout 
the  Union,  until  Congress  shall  meet,  pass  a 
repealing  law,  and  promul^^  the  repeal. 
OUier  banks  d«>end  upon  tiieir  credit  for  the 
reoeivabiUbr  of  their  notes ;  bat  this  favored 
institution  has  law  on  its  ride,  and  a  chartered 
right  to  compel  the  reception  of  its  paper  by 
ti»  Federal  Government.  The  immediate  oon- 
seqneuce  of  this  extraordinary  privilege  is,  that 
the  United  States  becomes  virtually  bonnd  to 
stmid  security  for  the  bank,  as  much  so  as  if 
^e  bad  signed  a  bond  to  that  effect ;  and  must 
stand  forward  to  sustain  the  institation  in  all 
emergencies,  in  order  to  save  her  own  revenue. 
This  is  what  has  already  happened,  some  ten 
years  ago,  in  the  early  progress  of  the  bank, 
and  when  the  immense  aid  g^ven  it  by  the  Fed- 
eral Government  enabled  it  to  sorrive  the  crisis 
of  its  own  overwhelming  n^nnaiiuement. 

8.  To  hold  the  moneys  <^  tlie  Umted  States 
in  d^KKitt  without  making  compensation  for 
the  use  of  the  undrawn  balances. — 'This  is  a 
light  which  I  deny ;  but,  as  the  bank  clums  it, 
and,  what  is  more  material,  etyoys  it ;  and  as 
the  people  of  the  United  States  oave  suffered  to 
a  vast  extent  in  consequence  of  this  clajm  and 
enjoyment,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  set  it  down 
to  the  account  of  the  bank.  Let  us  then  exam- 
ine  the  vdue  of  this  privilege  and  its  effect 
npoa  the  interest  of  the  oommunity :  and,  in  the 
mat  place,  let  us  have  a  fall  and  aooorate  view 


[Skmatx. 

of  the  amount  of  these  undrawn  balances  from 
the  establishment  of  the  bank  to  the  present 
day.   Here  it  is  1    Look !   Bead  1 

[Here  Mr.  B.  exhibited  a  table  of  the  quar- 
terly amounts  of  public  money  in  the  bank, 
aven^fuig  about  four  millions  of  dollars,  and 
e(;^uivalent  to  a  permanent  deposit,  or  loan 
without  interest  to  that  amount.] 

See,  Jb.  Freudent,  what  massea  of  money: 
and  alw^rs  on  hand.  The  paper  is  covered  all 
over  with  millions :  and  yet,  ibr  all  these  vast 
sums,  no  interest  is  allowed ;  no  compensation 
is  made  to  the  United  States.  The  Bank  of 
England,  for  the  undrawn  halancra  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  has  made  an  equitable  compeiu^aon 
to  the  British  Grovernment ;  namely,  a  perma- 
nent loan  of  half  a  million  sterUng,  and  a  tem- 
porary loan  of  three  millions  for  twenty  years, 
without  interest.  Yet  when  I  moved  for  a  like 
compensation  to  the  United  States,  the  propo- 
sition was  utterly  rq'ected  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, and  treated  as  an  attempt  to  violate  the 
charter  of  the  bank.  At  the  same  time  it  is 
incontestable,  that  the  United  States  have  been 
borrowing  these  undrawn  balances  from  the 
bank,  and  paying  an  inter^t  upon  their  own 
money.  I  think  we  can  identify  one  of  theae 
loans.  Let  ns  try.  In  May,  1824,  Congress 
authorized  a  loan  of  five  millions  of  dollars  to 
pay  the  awards  under  the  treaty  with  Spain, 
commonly  called  the  Florida  treaty.  The  Bank 
of  the  United  Stetes  took  that  loan,  and  paid 
the  money  for  the  United  States  in  January 
and  March,  1825.  In  looking  over  the  state- 
ment of  undrawn  balances,  it  will  be  seen  that 
they  amounted  to  near  four  millions  at  the 
end  of  the  first,  and  six  millions  at  the  end  of 
the  second  quarter  of  that  year.  The  infers 
enoe  is  irrenstible,  aai.  I  leave  every  Sena- 
tor to  make  it ;  only  adding,  that  we  have 
paid  $1,469,876  in-  interest  upon  that  loan, 
either  to  the  bank  or  its  transferees.  This  is  a 
strong  case,  but  I  have  a  stronger  one.  It  is 
known  to  everybody  that  the  United  States 
Bubscribed  seven  millions  to  the  capital  stock 
of  the  bank,  for  which  she  gave  her  stock 
note,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per 
annum.  I  have  a  statement  from  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury,  from  which  it  appears  tbaL 
up  to  the  SOth  day  of  June  last,  the  United 
States  had  paid  four  millions  seven  himdred 
and  twenty-nve  thousand  dollars  in  interest  upon 
that  note ;  when  it  is  proved  by  the  statement  of 
balaneesexhibited,  that  the  Uidted  States,  for  the 
whole  period  in  which  that  interest  was  accru- 
ing, had  the  half,  or  the  whole,  and  onee  the  dou- 
ble, of  these  seven  millions  in  the  hands  of  the 
bank.  This  is  a  stronger  case  than  that  of  the 
five  miUion  loan,  but  it  is  not  the  strongest.  The 
strongest  case  is  this.  In  the  year  1817,  when 
the  bank  went  into  operation,  tiie  United  States 
owed,  among  other  debts,  a  sum  of  about  four- 
teen millions  and  three-quarters,  bearing  an 
interest  of  three  per  cent  In  the  same  year, 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  were 
anthorized  by  an  act  of  Congress  to  purohaee 
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that  stock  at  sixty-five  per  cent,  which  was 
tiien  ita  market  price.  Under  this  aathOTity, 
tiie  amonut  of  about  one  million  and  a  hair 
was  purchased;  the  reminder,  amoiintiDg  to 
about  thirteen  millions  and  a  quarter,  has  con- 
tinned  unpurchased  to  this  day ;  and,  after  cost- 
ing the  United  States  aboat  six  millions  in  in- 
terest since  1817,  the  stock  has  risen  aboot  fonr 
millions  in  value ;  that  is  to  say,  from  sixty-five 
to  nearly  ninety-five.  Now,  here  is  a  clear  loss 
of  ten  millions  of  doUars  to  the  United  States. 
In  1817,  she  could  have  paid  off  thirteen  millions 
and  a  quarter  of  debt,  with  eight  millions  and  a 
half  of  dollars ;  now,  after  paying  six  millions 
<^  interest,  it  would  require  twelve  millions 
and  a  half  to  pay  off  the  same  debt.  By  refer- 
ring to  the  statement  of  undrawn  balances,  it 
will  he  seen  that  the  United  States  had,  during 
the  whole  year  1817,  an  average  sum  of  above 
ten  millions  of  dollars  in  the  hands  of  the 
bank,  being  a  million  and  a  half  more  than 
enough  to  have  bought  in  the  whole  of  the 
three  per  cent,  stock.  The  question,  therefore, 
natur^ly  comes  op,  why  was  it  not  applied  to 
the  redemption  of  these  thirteen  millions  and  a 

aaarter,  according  to  the  authority  contained  in 
le  act  of  OoDgress  of  that  year  1  Certainly  the 
bank  needed  the  money ;  for  it  was  Just  getting 
iato  operation,  and  was  as  hard  run  to  escape 
bankruptcy  about  that  time,  as  any  bank  that 
ever  was  saved  from  the  brink  of  destruction. 
This  is  the  largest  ii^jnry  which  we  have  sus- 
tained, on  account  of  accommodating  the  bank 
with  the  gratuitous  use  of  these  vast  deposits. 
But,  to  show  myself  impartial,  I  will  now  state 
tiie  smallest  case  of  injury  that  has  come  within 
my  knowledge :  It  is  the  case  of  the  honut  of 
fi^een  hundred  thousand  dollars  which  the  bank 
was  to  pay  to  the  United  States,  in  three  equal  in- 
8talments,forthepufchaseofitacharter.  Nomi- 
nally, this  homu  has  been  paid,  but  out  of  what 
moneys  t  Certainly  out  of  our  own ;  for  the 
statement  diows  our  money  was  there,  and 
fiartber,  shows  that  it  is  still  there ;  for,  on  the 
801^  oa.r  of  June  lasL  which  Is  the  latest 
return,  were  was  stall  f3,SS0,664  in  the  hands 
of  the  bank,  which  is  above  $7SO,000  more  than 
the  amount  of  t}ie  honiu. 

One  word  more  upon  the  subject  of  these 
balances.  It  is  now  two  years  since  I  made  an 
effort  to  repeal  the  4th  section  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  act  of  1817 ;  a  section  which  was  intend- 
ed to  limit  the  amount  of  surplus  money  which 
might  be  kept  in  the  Treasury,  to  two  millions 
of  dollars ;  but  by  the  power  of  construction, 
was  made  to  authorize  uie  keeping  of  two  mil- 
lions in  addition  to  the  surplus.  I  wished  to 
repeal  this  section,  which  had  thus  been  con- 
strued into  the  reverse  of  its  intention,  end  to 
revive  tlie  first  section  of  the  Sinking  Fund  act 
of  1790,  which  directed  the  whole  of  the  anr- 
pluB  on  hand  to  be  applied,  at  the  end  of  each 
year,  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt.  Uy 
argument  was  this :  that  there  was  no  neces- 
si^  to  keep  any  snrplos ;  that  the  revenue, 
coming  la  as  fiist  as  it  went  out,  was  like  a  pv- 


ennial  fountain,  which  yon  mi^t  drun  to  the 
last  drop,  and  not  exhaust ;  for  the.  place  of  the 
last  drop  would  be  supplied  the  instant  It  was 

out.  And  I  supported  this  reasoning  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  annual  Treasuir  reports,  which  al- 
ways exhibit  a  surplus  of  four  or  five  millions ; 
and  which  were  equally  in  the  Treasury  the 
whole  year  round,  as  on  the  last  day  of  every 
year.  This  was  the  argument,  which,  in  fact, 
av^ed  nothing ;  but  now  I  have  mathematical 
proof  of  the  troth  of  my  position.  Look  at 
this  statement  of  balances ;  look  for  the  year 
1819,  and  you  will  find  but  three  hundred 
thousand  doUars  on  hand  for  that  year :  look 
still  lowor  for  1821,  and  yon  will  find  this  bal- 
an 06  but  one  hundred  uid  ei(^ty-two  thousand 
dollars.  And  what  was  the  consequence?  Did 
the  Government  stop  f  Did  the  wheels  of  the 
State  chariot  cease  to  turn  round  in  those 
years  for  want  of  treasury  oil?  Not  at  alL 
Every  thing  went  on  as  well  as  before ;  the  op- 
erations of  the  Treasury  were  as  perfect  and 
regular  in  those  two  years  of  insignificant  bal- 
ances, as  in  1817  and  1818,  when  five  and  ten 
millions  were  on  hand.  This  is  proof ;  this  is 
demonstration :  it  is  the  indubitable  evidence 
of  the  senses  which  concludes  argument,  and 
dispels  uncertidnty;  and,  as  my  proposal  for 
the  repeal  of  the  4th  section  of  the  Sinldng 
Fund  act  of  1817  was  enacted  into  a  law  at  the 
last  sestion  of  Congress,  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  vigi- 
lant and  exemplary  officer,  I  trust  that  the  re- 
peal will  be  acted  upon,  and  that  the  bank 
platter  will  be  wiped  as  clean  of  federal  money 
in  1881,  as  it  was  in  1821.  Such  clean-taking 
from  that  dish,  will  allow  two  or  three  millions 
more  to  go  to  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt ; 
and  there  can  be  no  danger  in  taking  the  last 
dollar,  as  reason  and  experience  both  prove. 
But^  to  quiet  every  apprehension  on  this  point, 
to  silence  the  last  suraestion  of  a  possibility  of 
any  temporary  deficit,  I  recur  to  a  provmon 
contained  in  two  diflisrent  clauses  in  the  bank 
charter,  copied  from  an  amendment  in  the 
chartw  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  expressly 
made,  at  the  instuioe  of  the  ministry,  to  meet 
the  contingency  of  a  temporary  deficiency  in 
the  annual  revenue.  The  English  provision  is 
this ;  that  the  Government  may  borrow  of  the 
bank  half  a  million  sterling,  at  any  time,  with- 
out a  special  act  of  parliament  to  authorize  it, 
The  provision  in  our  charter  is  the  same,  with 
the  smgle  substitution  of  dollars  for  pounds.  It 
is,  in  words  and  intention,  a  standing  authority 
to  borrow  that  limited  sum,  for  the  obvious 
purpose  of  preventing  a  constant  keeping  of  a 
sum  of  money  in  hand  as  a  reserve,  to  meet 
contingencies  which  hardly  ever  occur.  This 
contingent  authority  to  effect  a  small  loan,  has 
often  been  used  in  England — in  the  Umted 
States,  never ;  possibly,  becanse  there  has  been 
no  occasion  for  it ;  probably,  because  the  clause 
was  copied  mechiuiically  ^m  the  English  char- 
ter, and  without  the  perception  of  its  practical 
bearing.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  certainly  a 
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wise  and  prudeat  proTisiou,  such  as  all  Govern- 
menta  should,  at  all  times,  be  clothed  with. 

If  any  senator  thinks  that  I  have  ezagger* 
ated  the  b^xaj  soffered  bj  the  United  States, 
on  aoeotmt  of  the  nnoompensated  masses  of 
pablic  money  in  liie  bands  of  the  bank,  I  am 
now  gobig  to  convince  him  that  he  is  wnmg. 
I  am  going  to  prove  to  him  that  I  have  under- 
stated the  case ;  that  I  have  pnrposely  kept 
back  a  lai^  part  of  it;  and  that  justice  re- 

a aires  a  further  development  The  fact  is,  that 
liere  are  two  different  deposits  of  pablic  money 
in  the  bank ;  one  la  the  name  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States,  the  other  in  the  name  of 
disbursing  officers.  The  annual  average  of  the 
former  has  been  about  three  and  a  half  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  of  this  I  have  said  not  a 
word.  But  the  essential  character  of  both  de- 
ports is  the  same ;  they  are  both  the  property 
of  the  United  States ;  both  permanent ;  both 
available  as  so  mach  cwital  to  the  baiUc ;  and 
ttoth  uncompensated.  Here  is  the  statement  of 
the  monthly  amount  of  these  secondary  depos- 
its, as  I  find  them  on  the  bank  returns ;  and  to 
it  I  appeal  for  the  verification  of  what  I  allege : 

1820  I8SS  1880 

Jantiuy,  $1,648,818  S1,S98,605  $856,691 

February,  1,888,784  1,434,800  1,662,841 

Uarcb,  2,185,930  2,260,118  1,664,969 

April,  1,489,934  1,638,146  1,662,641 

May,  1,428,020  1,687,619  1,323,661 

June,  1,682,268  2,801,687  1,346,206 

July,  1,264,768  1,676,274  1,129,990 

August,  1,676,498  2,032,684  876,469 

September,  1,686,401  2,698,606  1,846,200 

October,  2,042,846  1,763,621  1,884,081 

Kovember,  1,668,878  1,683,717  1,194,682 

Deconber,  1,676,997  2,112,097  1,616,666 

I  have  not  ascertained  the  average  of  these 
deposits  since  1817,  but  presume  it  may  equal 
tiie  amount  of  that  bonus  of  one  million  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  which  we  sold 
the  charter,  and  which  the  finance  Oommittee 
of  the  Senate  compliments  the  bank  for  paying 
in  three,  instead  of  seventeen  annual  instal- 
ments ;  and  shows  how  much  interest  they  lost 
by  doing  so.  Certainly  this  was  a  disadvan- 
tage to  the  bank.  It  would  have  been  bettor 
for  it  to  have  dribbled  out  to  as  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  instead  five  hondred  tbou- 
sand  dollars  of  oar  own  monciy,  at  a  tame.  But 
there  are  three  considerations  which  should 
prevent  her  from  complaining:  first,  that  it 
was  the  bargain  to  pay  u  three  years ;  second- 
ly, that  we  furnished  tlie  money ;  thirdly,  that 
we  kept  np  the  amount  in  her  hand.  !^nally, 
these  monthly  returns  show  that  the  overdraw- 
ings,  for  permitting  which  the  bfiuk  has  been 
so  much  lauded,  were  overdrawings  in  name, 
not  in  fact ;  tiie  amount  of  the  money  being 
only  transferred  to  another  deposit,  and  the 
money  itself  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  Preudent)  it  does  seem  to  me  that  there 
is  something  ominous  to  the  bank  in  this 
oontest  for  oompensation  on  the  undrawn  hal- 
onoea.  It  is  tiie  very  way  in  which  the  strug- 


gle began  in  the  British  Parliament  which  has 
ended  in  the  overthrow  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land. It  is  the  way  in  which  the  struggle  in 
beginning  here.  My  resolutions  of  two  and 
three  years  ago  are  the  causes  of  the  speech 
which  you  now  hear ;  and,  as  1  have  reason  to 
believe,  some  others  more  worthy  of  your 
hearing,  which  will  come  at  the  proper  time. 
Tbe  question  for  compensation  for  bahmces  U 
now  fixing  itself  up  here,  as  in  England,  with 
the  question  of  renewing  the  charter ;  and  the 
two,  acting  t(^ther,  will  fall  with  combmed 
weight  npon  the  public  mind,  and  certainly 
eventuate  here  as  they  did  there, 

4.  To  discredit  and  disparage  the  notes  of  all 
other  banks,  by  excluding  them  from  the  col- 
lection of  tbe  federal  revenue. — This  results 
from  the  collection — no,  not  the  collection,  but 
tbe  receipt  of  the  revenue  having  been  com- 
mitted to  the  bank,  and  along  with  it  the  vir- 
tual execntitm  of  tiie  joint  rwdutaon  of  1816, 
to  regulate  the  oolleotion  of  the  fi»deral  reve- 
nue. The  execution  of  that  resolution  was  in- 
tended to  be  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury — a  disdnterested  arbiter  between  rivid 
banks ;  but  it  may  be  considered  as  virtually 
devolved  upon  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  powerfully  increases  tbe  capacity  of  that 
institution  to  destroy,  or  snbjugatc,  all  other 
banks.  The  notes  of  the  State  banks  excluded 
from  revenue  payments,  are  discredited  and 
disparaged,  and  fall  into  the  hands  of  brokers 
at  all  places  where  they  are  not  issued  and  pay- 
able. They  cease  to  insulate  at  all  the  points 
to  which  the  exclusion  extends.  I  am  inform- 
ed that  the  notes  of  the  banks  south  of  the  Fo- 
tomao  and  Ohio,  even  those  of  the  lower  Mb- 
sianppl,  are  generally  refused  at  the  United 
States  Branch  Bank  in  St  Louis,  and,  in  con- 
sequence, are  expelled  from  circulation  in  Mis- 
souri and  niinois,  and  the  neighboring  districts. 
This  exclusion  of  the  southern  notes  from  the 
northwest  quarter  of  the  Union,  is  iiyurious  to 
both  parties,  as  our  travellers  and  emigrants 
chiefly  come  from  the  South,  and  the  whole  of 
our  trade  goes  there  to  find  a  cash  market.  The 
exclusion,  as  I  am  told,  (for  I  have  not  looked 
into  the  matter  myself,)  is  general,  and  ex- 
tends to  the  banks  in  Vii^nia,  the  two  Car- 
olinas,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Lou- 
isiana. If  wis  be  the  fact,  the  joint  resolution 
of  1816  is  violated ;  for,  under  the  terms  of 
that  resolution,  there  are  several  banks  in  each 
of  the  States  mentioned  whose  notes  are  re- 
ceivable in  the  collection  of  federal  revenue ; 
that  is  to  say,  specie-paying  banks  whose  notes 
are  payable,  and  paid,  in  specie,  on  demand. 
Tet,  in  consequence  of  exclusion  from  the 
United  States  Branch  Bonk,  they  are  excluded 
from  ^1  the  land  offices,  eleven  in  number, 
which  deposit  in  that  branch ;  and,  being  ex- 
cluded from  the  land  offices,  they  cease  to  be 
current  money  uuong  the  people.  If  a  travel- 
ler or  emigrant  brings  these  notes  to  the  coun- 
try, or  receives  them  in  remittance ;  if  a  trader 
accepts  them  in  exchange  for  produce,  they  are 
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"  thated  "  out  of  t!i^  hands,  and  sent  ont  of 
the  oonntry.  This  is  a  pecuniary  injury  done 
to  the  northwest ;  it  may  he  more — ^it  may  he 
a  political  iiynry  also;  for  it  contrihntes  to 
bresJc  the  commuDicatlon  between  the  two 
quarters  of  the  Union,  and  enoourafes  the  idea 
that  nothing  good  can  come  from  the  South — 
not  even  money  1  This  power  to  dispara^  the 
notes  of  all  other  banks,  is  a  power  to  mjare 
them ;  and,  added  to  all  the  other  privileges  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  a  power  to 
destroy  them  I  If  any  one  doubts  this  asser- 
tion, let  him  read  the  answers  of  the  President 
of  the  Bank  to  the  questiona  put  to  him  by  the 
Obairman  of  the  Finance  Committee.  These 
answers  are  appended  to  the  committee's  re- 
port <k  the  last  session  in  bvor  (tf  the  bask, 
and  ezpreasly  declare  the  capacity  of  the  fed- 
eral bank  to  destroy  the  State  banks.  The 
worthy  chairman  (Mr.  Shtte,  of  Md.)  puts  this 
question:  "Has the  bank  at  anytime  oppressed 
any  of  the  State  banks  ? "  The  President  (Mr. 
Biddle)  answers,  as  the  whole  world  would  an- 
swer to  a  question  of  oppression,  that  it  never 
had ;  and  Wis  response  was  as  much  as  the  in- 
terrogatory required.  But  it  did  not  content 
the  President  of  the  bank ;  be  chose  to  go  fiir- 
tlier,  and  to  do  honor  to  the  institution  over 
which  he  presided,  by  showing  that  it  was  as 
Just  and  generous  as  it  was  rich  and  powerful.. 
He,  therefore,  adds  the  following  words,  for 
whichf  as  a  seekw  after  evidence,  to  show  the 
alarming  and  dangerous  character  of  the  bank, 
I  return  him  my  unfeigned  thanks :  *'  There 
are  very  few  banks  vhidi  might  not  have  been 
destroyed  by  an  exertion  of  the  power  of  the 
bank." 

This  is  enough  1  proof  enough  I  not  for  me 
alone,  bnt  for  all  wno  are  unwilling  to  see  a 
moneyed  domination  set  up — a  moneyed  oligar- 
chy established  in  this  land,  and  the  entire 
Union  subjected  to  its  sovereign  will.  The 
power  to  desbroy  all  other  ban&  is  admitted 
anddedared:  the  inclination  to  do  so  is  known 
to  all  ralicauu  beings  to  reride  with  the  power  t 
jPolicy  may  restrain  the  destroying  fkoalties  for 
the  present;  bat  they  exist;  and  will  oome 
forth  when  interest  prompts  and  policy  permits. 
They  have  been  exerc^ed;  and  the  general 
prostration  of  the  Soathem  and  Western  banks 
attests  the  fact.  They  will  be  exercised,  (the 
charter  being  renewed,)  and  the  remaining 
State  banks  will  be  swept  with  the  besom  of 
destruction.  Not  that  all  will  have  theu*  signs 
knocked  down,  and  their  doors  closed  up.  Far 
worse  than  that  to  many  of  them.  Subjugation, 
in  preference  to  destruction,  will  be  the  fate  of 
many.  Every  planet  must  have  its  satellites ; 
every  tyranny  most  have  its  instruments ;  every 
knight  is  followed  by  his  squire ;  even  the  king 
of  beasts,  the  royal  qnadmped,  whose  roar  sub- 
dues tiie  fbrest)  must  have  a  small  subservirat 
anim^  to  spring  hia  prey.  Just  so  of  this  im- 
perial bfuik,  when  installed  anew  in  its  formida- 
ble and  Idflting  power.  The  State  banks  spared 
1^  the  swffid,  will  be  passed  under  the  yo^. 
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They  will  become  subordinate  parts  in  the  great 
machine.  Their  place,  in  the  scale  of  snbor^- 
nation  will  be  one  d^;ree  below  the  rank  of  the 
legitimate  branches ;  their  bndness,  to  perform 
the  work  which  it  would  be  too  disreputable 
for  the  legitimate  branches  to  perform.  This 
will  be  the  fate  of  the  State  banks  which  are 
allowed  to  keep  up  their  signs,  and  to  set  open 
their  doors ;  and  thus  the  entire  moneyed  pow- 
er of  the  Union  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  one 
single  institution,  whose  inexorable  and  invis- 
ible mandates,  emanating  from  a  centre, 
would  pervade  the  Union,  giving  or  withhold- 
ing money  according  to  its  own  sovereign  will 
and  absolnte  pleasure.  To  a  favored  State,  to 
an  individual,  or  a  class  of  individuals,  &v(nred 
by  the  central  power,  the  golden  stream  of 
PactoluB  would  flow  direct.  To  all  such  the 
mnnifloent  mandates  of  the  High  Directory 
would  come,  as  the  fabled  god  made  his  terres- 
trial visit  of  love  and  desire,  enveloped  in  a 
shower  of  gold.  But  to  others  —to  those  not 
favored — and  to  those  hated — the  mandates  of 
this  same  directory  would  be  as  "  the  planetary 

Slague  which  hangs  its  poison  in  the  sick  air ;  " 
eath  to  theml  death  to  all  who  minister  to 
their  wants  1  What  a  state  of  things  I  What 
a  condition  for  a  confederacy  of  States  I  What 
grounds  for  alarm  and  terrible  apprehension, 
when,  in  a  confederacy  of  such  vast  extent,  so 
many  independent  States,  so  many  rival  com- 
mercial cities,  so  much  sectional  jealousy,  snch 
violent  political  parties,  such  fierce  contests  for 

Sower,  there  should  be  but  one  moneyed  tri- 
unal  before  which  all  the  rival  and  contending 
elements  must  appear!  bnt  one  single  dispenser 
of  money,  to  which  every  citiien,  every  trader, 
every  merchant,  every  manufacturer,  every 
lanter,  every  corporation,  every  city,  every 
tate,  and  the  Federal  Government  itself  must 
apply,  in  every  emergency,  for  the  most  indis- 
pensable loan  I  and  this,  in  the  face  of  the  fact, 
that,  in  every  contest  for  human  rights  the 
great  moneyed  institutions  of  the  world  nave 
uniformly  been  found  on  the  ^e  of  kings  and 
nobles,  against  the  lives  and  liberties  oS  the 
people. 

5.  To  hold  real  estate,  receive  rente,  and  re- 
tMu  a  1>ody  of  tenantry. — This  privilege  is  hoft- 
tile  to  the  nature  of  our  republican  Government, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  natnre  and  design  of 
a  banking  institution,  Bepublics  want  free- 
holders, not  landlords  and  tenants ;  and  except 
the  corporators  in  this  bimk,  and  in  the  British 
East  India  Company,  there  is  not  an  incorporated 
body  of  landlords  in  any  coxmtry  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth  whose  laws  emanate  from  a  legisla- 
tive body.  Banks  are  instituted  to  promote 
trade  and  industry,  and  to  aid  the  Government 
and  its  citizens  with  loans  of  money.  The 
whole  argument  in  favor  of  banking — every 
argnment  in  favor  of  this  bank — rests  upon  that 
idea.  No  one,  when  this  charter  was  granted, 
presumed  to  speak  in  favor  of  incorporating  a 
society  of  landlords,  especially  foreign  landloraa 
to  buy  lands,  build  nouses,  rent  tenementa,  ana 
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retiun  tenanty.  Loans  of  money  was  the  object 
in  view,  and  the  pnrohase  of  real  estate  is  in^ 
compatible  with  fhat  object.  Instead  of  re- 
maining bankers,  the  corporators  may  tarn  land. 
Bpecnlators :  instead  of  having  money  to  lend, 
utey  may  torn  yon  ont  tenants  to  vote.  To  an 
i^pUcation  for  a  loan,  they  may  answer,  and 
anawer  trnly,  that  they  have  no  money  on  haad ; 
and  the  reasoa  may  be,  that  they  have  laid  it 
ont  in  landa.  This  seems  to  be  the  case  at 
meaent  A  committee  of  the  Legielature  of 
Pennsylvania  has  joat  applied  for  a  loan ;  the 
President  of  the  bank,  nothing  loth  to  make  a 
loan  to  that  great  State,  for  twenty  years  longer 
than  the  charter  has  to  exist,  expresses  his  re- 
gret that  he  cannot  lend  bat  a  limited  and  in- 
adequate sum.  The  fUndsof  the  institation,  he 
says,  will  not  permit  it  to  advance  more  than 
eight  millions  of  dollars.  And  why !  because 
it  has  invested  three  millions  in  real  estate  I 
To  this  power  to  hold  real  estate,  is  superadded 
the  means  to  aoqaire  it.  The  bank  is  now  the 
greatest  moneyed  power  in  the  Union ;  in  tiie 
event  of  the  renewal  of  its  charter,  it  will  soon 
be  the  sole  one.  Sole  dispenser  of  money,  it 
Till  soon  be  the  chief  owner  of  property.  To 
unlimited  means  of  acquisition,  would  be  united 
perpetnity  of  tennre;  for  a  corporation  never 
mes,  and  is  free  from  the  operation  of  the  laws 
which  govern  the  descent  and  distribution  of 
real  estate  in  the  hands  of  indlTiduals.  The 
limitations  in  the  charter  are  vain  and  illusory. 
They  insult  the  understanding,  and  mock  the 
credulity  of  foolish  believers.  The  bank  is 
first  limited  to  such  acquisitions  of  real  estate 
as  are  necessary  to  its  own  accommodation ; 
then  comes  a  proviso  to  undo  the  limitation,  so 
far  as  it  ooncems  pnrohases  upon  its  own  mort- 
gages and  ezecntuHis  I  This  is  the  limitation 
vpon  the  capacity  of  such  an  institution  to  ac- 
mdre  real  estate.  As  if  it  had  any  thing  to  do 
Sot  to  make  loans  upon  mortMgea,  and  ptuh 
ezecntions  upon  judgmental  Having  all  the 
money,  it  wonld  be  the  sole  lender ;  mortgages 
being  the  road  to  loans,  all  borrowers  must 
travel  that  road.  AVhen  birds  enough  are  in 
the  net,  the  fowler  draws  his  string,  and  the 
heads  are  wrung  off.  So  when  mor^ages 
enough  are  taken,  the  loans  are  caUed  in ;  dis- 
connts  cease;  curtailments  are  made;  fulores 
to  ^ay  eosne ;  writs  issne ;  judgments  and  eze- 
cntions follow ;  all  the  mortgaged  premises  are 
for  sale  at  once ;  and  the  attorney  of  the  bank 
appears  at  the  elbow  of  the  marshal,  sole  bidder, 
uia  sole  parohaser. 

What  is  the  legal  effect  of  this  vast  cf^acity 
to  aeqaire,  uid  utis  l^al  power  to  retain,  real 
estate !  u  it  not  the  creation  of  a  new  species 
of  mortmun  ?  And  of  a  kind  more  odious  and 
dangerous  than  the  mortmain  of  the  church 
which  it  baffled  the  English  Parliament  so  many 
ages  to  abolish.  The  mortmun  of  the  church 
was  a  power  in  an  ecclesiastical  corporation  to 
hold  real  estate,  independent  of  the  laws  of  dis- 
tribution and  descent :  the  mortmain  of  the  bank 
is  a  power  in  a  lay  ooiporatlon  to  do  tha  same 


thing.  The  evil  of  the  two  tenures  is  identical ; 
the  difference  between  the  two  corporations  is 
no  more  than  the  difference  between  parsons 
and  money  changers ;  the  capacity  to  do  mis- 
chief incomparably  the  greatest  on  the  part  of 
the  lay  corporators.  The  church  could  only 
operate  upon  the  few  who  were  thinking  of  the 
other  world ;  tite  bank,  upon  all  who  are  im- 
mersed in  the  business  or  the  pleasures  of  this. 
The  means  of  the  ohnrch  were  nothing  bnt 
prayers;  the  means  of  the  bai^  is  money! 
The  church  received  what  it  could  beg  fhnn 
dying  sinners;  the  bank  may  extort  what  it 
pleases  from  the  whole  living  generation  of  the 
just  and  unjust.  Such  is  the  parallel  between 
the  mortmain  of  the  two  corporations.  They 
both  end  in  monopoly  of  estat^  and  perpetnity 
of  sQocession;  and  the  bank  is  the  greatest 
monopolizer  of  the  two.  Monopolies  and  per- 
petum  succession  are  the  bane  of  republics. 
Our  ancestors  took  care  to  provide  against  them, 
by  abolishing  entails  and  primogeniture.  Even 
the  ^ebes  of  the  ohnreh,  lean  and  few  as  tiiey 
were  in  moat  of  the  States,  fell  under  the  re- 
publican principle  of  limited  tenures.  AH  the 
States  abolished  the  anti-republican  tenures; 
but  Congress  re-establishes  them^  and  in  a 
manner  more  dangerous  and  offensive  than  be- 
fore the  revolution.  They  are  now  given,  not* 
generally,  but  to  few ;  not  to  natives  only,  but 
to  foreigners  also ;  for  foreigners  are  large  own- 
ers of  this  bank.  And  thus,  the  principles  of 
the  revolution  sink  before  the  privileges  of  an 
incorporated  company.  The  laws  of  the  States 
fall  before  the  mandates  of  a  central  directory 
in  Philadelphia.  Joreigners  become  the  land- 
lords of  free  bom  Americans;  and  the  young 
and  flourishing  towns  of  the  United  States  are 
verging  to  the  fate  of  the  fiimily  boroughs 
which  belong  to  the  great  aristocracy  of  ££g- 
land. 

Let  no  one  say  the  bank  will  not  avail  itself 
of  its  capacity  to  amass  real  estate.  The  fhot 
is,  it  has  already  done  so.  I  know  towns,  yea, 
cities,  and  could  name  them,  if  it  mi^t  not 
seem  invidious  from  this  elevated  theatre  to 
make  a  public  reference  to  their  misfortunes, 
in  which  this  bank  already  appears  as  a  domi- 
nant and  engrossing  proprietor.  I  have  been  in 
places  where  the  answers  to  inquiries  for  the* ' 
owners  of  the  most  valuable  tenements,  would 
remind  yon  of  the  answers  given  by  the  Egyp- 
tians to  similar  questions  from  tJie  £Vench  om- 
cera.  on  their  march  to  Cairo.  Ton  recollect, 
no  donbt,  sir,  the  dialogue  to  which  I  allude : 
*'  Who  owns  that  ptdace  i  "  *'  The  Mameluke ;  " 
"  Who  this  country  house  ? "  '*  The  Mameluke ; " 
"These  gardens?"  "  The  Mameluke ; "  "That 
field  covered  with  rice  ?"  "TheMamelnke."— 
And  thus  have  I  been  answered,  in  the  towns 
and  cities  referred  to,  with  the  single  exception 
of  the  name  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
substituted  for  that  of  the  military  scourge  of 
Egypt.  If  this  is  done  under  the  first  ch^ter, 
what  may  not  be  expected  under  the  second  ? 
If  this  is  dfflie  while  the  bank  is  on  its  best 
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behavior,  what  may  she  not  do  when  freed  from 
all  restraint  and  delivered  up  to  the  bonndless 
oapidity  and  remorseless  exactions  of  a  mtmeyed 
corporation  t 

6.  To  deal  in  pawns,  merchandise,  and  bills 
of  exchange. — hope  the  Senate  will  not  require 
me  to  read  dry  passages  from  the  charter  to 
prove  what  I  say.  I  know  I  speak  a  thing 
nearly  incredible  when  I  allege  that  this  bank 
in  addition  to  all  its  other  attributes,  is  an  in- 
corporated company  of  pawnbrokers  1  The  al- 
legation staggers  belief^  bat  a  reference  to  the 
charter  will  dispel  incrednlity.  The  charter, 
in  the  first  part,  forbids  a  traffic  in  merchandise ; 
In  the  after  part,  permits  it.  For  tmly  this 
instmment  seems  to  have  been  framed  npon 
tiie  principles  of  contraries ;  one  principle  mak- 
ing limltaUons,  and  the  other  following  after 
with  proriaoea  to  nndo  them.  Thus  is  it  witii 
lands,  as  I  have  jnst  shown;  thns  is  it  with 
mercnandise,  as  I  now  show.  The  bank  is  for- 
bidden to  deal  in  merchandise — proviso,  onless 
in  the  case  of  goods  pledged  for  money  lent, 
and  not  redeemed  to  the  day;  and,  proviso, 
again,  nnless  for  goods  which  shall  be  the  pro- 
ceeds of  its  lands.   "With  the  help  of  these  two 

Srovisoes  it  is  clear  that  the  limitation  is  an- 
one;  it  is  clear  that  the  bank  is  at  liberty  to 
act  the  pawnbroker  and  merchant,  to  any  ex- 
tent that  it  pleases.  It  may  say  to  all  the  mer- 
chants who  want  loans,  Fledge  yonr  stores, 
gentlemen  1  They  mnst  do  or  do  worse ; 
and,  if  any  accident  prevents  redemption  on 
the  day,  the  pawn  is  forMted,  and  the  bank 
takes  possession.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may 
lay  out  its  rents  for  goods ;  it  may  sell  its  reu 
estate,  now  worth  three  millions  of  dollars,  for 
goods.  Thus  the  bank  is  an  incorporated  com- 
pany of  pawnbrokers  and  merchants,  as  well  as 
an  incorporation  of  landlords  and  land-speonla- 
tors;  and  this  derc^tory  privilege,  like  the 
others,  is  copied  from  the  old  Bank  of  England 
charter  of  1694.  Bills  of  exchange  are  also 
subjected  to  the  traffic  of  this  bank.  It  is  a 
traffic  unconnected  with  the  trade  of  banking, 
dangerons  for  a  great  bank  to  hold,  and  now 
operatias  most  fa^urionslr  in  the  South  and 
West.  It  is  the  procesB  which  drains  these 
quarters  of  the  Union  of  their  gold  and  diver, 
and  stifles  the  growth  of  a  fiur  commerce  in  the 
products  of  the  country.  The  merchants,  to 
make  remittances,  buy  bills  of  exdiange  from 
the  branch  banks,  instead  of  buying  prodnce 
from  the  farmers.  The  bills  are  paid  for  in  geld 
and  silver ;  and,  eventnally,  the  gold  and  silver 
are  sent  to  the  mother  bank,  or  to  the  branches 
in  the  Eastern  cities,  either  to  meet  these  bills, 
or  to  replenish  their  coffers,  and  to  famish  vast 
loans  to  favorite  States  or  individnals.  The  bills 
sell  cheap,  say  a  fiction  o£  one  per  cent. ;  they 
are,  therefore,  a  good  remittance  to  the  mer- 
chant. To  the  bank  the  operation  is  doubly 
good ;  for  even  the  half  of  one  per  cent,  on  Inlls 
of  exchange  is  a  great  profit  to  the  institution 
which  monopolizes  that  business,  while  the 
eaIIeoti(ni  and  delivery  to  the  braoiohea  of  all 


the  hard  money  in  the  ooontry  is  a  still  more 
considerable  advantage.  Under  this  system, 
the  beet  the  Western  banks— I  do  not  speak 
of  those  which  had  no  fomidations,  and  sunk  un- 
der Uw  weight  of  n^hborhood  opinion — ^bnt 
those  which  deserved  favor  and  confidence^ 
sunk  ten  years  i^.  Under  this  system,  the 
entire  West  is  now  undergoing  a  silent,  general, 
and  kivisible  drain  of  its  hard  money ;  and,  if 
not  quickly  arrested,  these  States  will  soon  be, 
as  f^ur  as  the  precious  metals  are  concerned,  no 
more  tiian  the  empty  skin  of  an  immolated 
victim. 

7.  To  establiah  branches  in  the  different 
States  without  their  consent,  snd  in  defiance  of 
tiieir  resistance. — No  one  can  deny  the  degrad- 
ing and  ii^niioos  tendency  of  this  privilege.  It 
derogates  from  the  sovereignty  of  a  State; 
tramples  np<m  her  laws;  iiynres  her  reveniM 
and  OMnmeroe;  lays  open  her  Qovmmient  to 
the  attacks  of  centralism ;  impairs  the  property 
of  her  citizens;  and  fastens  a  vampire  on  her 
bosom  to  snck  out  her  gold  and  sUver.  1.  It 
derogates  from  her  sovereignty,  because  the 
central  institution  may  impose  its  intmsive 
branches  upon  the  State  without  her  consent, 
and  in  defiance  of  her  resistance.  This  has 
already  been  done.  The  State  of  Alabama,  but 
four  years  ago,  by  a  resolve  of  her  Legislatnre, 
remonstated  against  the  intrusion  of  a  branch 
upon  her.  She  protested  agunst  the  favor. 
Was  the  will  id  tiie  State  reqwctedt  On  the 
contrary,  was  not  a  branch  inatantaneoody 
forced  upon  her,  as  If  by  the  anddenness  otf  the 
action,  to  make  a  strudng  and  conspicuous  ^s- 
play  of  the  omnipotence  of  the  bank,  and  the 
nullity  of  the  State  t  2.  It  tramples  npon  her 
laws ;  becanse,  according  to  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  bank  and  all  its  branches 
are  wholly  independent  of  State  le^slation ;  and 
it  tramples  on  them  again,  because  it  authorizes 
foreigners  to  hold  lands  and  tenements  in  every 
State,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  many  of  them ; 
and  becanse  it  admits  of  the  mortmain  tenure, 
which  is  condemned  by  all  the  republican  States  in 
the  Union.  8.  It  injures  her  revenue,  becanse  the 
bank  stoc^,  under  the  detnuim  <tf  the  Sapreme 
Coiut,  is  not  liaUe  to  taxation.  And  thna, 
foreigners,  and  n<Hi-re8ident  Americana,  who 
monopolize  the  money  of  the  State,  who  hold 
its  best  lands  and  town  lota,  who  meddle  in  its 
elections,  and  sack  out  its  gold  and  silver,  and 
perform  no  military  duty,  are  exempted  from 
paying  taxes,  in  proportion  to  their  wealth,  for 
the  support  of  the  State  whose  laws  they  tram- 
ple npon,  and  whose  benefits  they  nsnrp,  4. 
It  subjects  the  State  to  the  dangerous  ma- 
ncBUvres  and  intrigues  of  centralism,  by  means 
of  the  tenants,  debtors,  bank  officers,  and  bank 
money,  which  the  central  directory  retain  in 
the  State,  and  may  embody  and  direct  against 
it  in  its  Sections,  and  in  its  k^ative  and  Ju- 
dicial proceeding  6.  It  tends  to  impair  the 
property  of  the  citizens,  and,  in  some  instances, 
that  of  the  States,  by  destroying  the  State 
banks  in  which  they  have  inTestod  thdr  money. 
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6.  It  is  injurioua  to  the  oimimerce  of  the  States, 
([  speak  ottbe  Western  States,)  bj  sabstitntiug 
a  trade  in  bills  of  exchange,  for  a  trade  in  the 
prodnota  of  the  conntrj.  7.  It  fSostens  a  vam- 
pire on  the  bosom  of  the  State,  to  sack  away 
Its  gold  and  silver,  and  to  ca  operate  with  the 
conrse  of  trade  of  federal  legislation,  and  of  ex- 
change, in  draining  the  South  and  West  of  all 
tiieir  bard  monej.  The  Sonthem  States,  with 
their  thirty  millions  of  aninal  exports  in  cot- 
ton, rice,  and  tobacco,  and  the  Western  States, 
with  their  twelve  millions  of  provi^ons  and 
tobacco  exported  from  New  Orleans,  and  five 
mUlioDs  consomed  in  the  South,  and  on  the 
lower  If  issisappi, — ^that  is  to  say,  with  three- 
fifths  of  the  marketable  productions  of  the 
Union,  are  not  able  to  anstain  thirty  specie- 
paying  banks ;  while  the  minority  of  the  States 
north  of  the  Potomac,  withont  any  of  the  great 
staples  for  export,  have  above  four  hundrad  of 
such  banks.  These  States,  without  rice,  with- 
out cotton,  without  tobacco,  without  sugar,  and 
with  leas  flour  and  provisions,  to  export,  are 
saturated  with  gold  and  silver,  while  the  south- 
ern and  western  States,  with  all  the  real 
sources  of  wealth,  are  in  a  state  of  the  utmost 
destitution.  For  this  calamitous  reversal  of  the 
uatnral  order  of  things,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  stuids  forth  pre-^ninentlycolpable.  Yes, 
it  is  pre-eminently  culpable  t  andastatement  in 
the  National  Intelligencer  of  this  morning,  (a 
paper  whidh  wonld  overstate  no  fact  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  bank,)  dtes  and  procldms  the 
fiBOt  which  proves  this  culpability.  It  dwells, 
and  exalts,  on  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver 
in  the  vaults  of  the  United  States  Bank.  It 
declares  that  institution  to  be  "  overburdened  " 
with  gold  and  silver;  and  well  may  it  be  so 
overburthened,  since  it  has  lifted  the  load  en- 
tirely from  the  South  and  West.  It  calls  these 
metals  "  a  drug  "  in  the  hands  of  the  bank ;  that 
is  to  say,  an  article  for  which  no  purchaser  can 
be  found.  Let  this  ''drug,"  like  the  treasures 
of  the  detiinmed  Day  of  Algiers,  be  released 
from  the  dominion  of  its  keeper ;  let  a  part  go 
back  to  the  South  and  West  and  the  bank  will 
no  longer  oomphun  of  repletion,  nor  they  of 
depletion. 

8.  Exemption  of  the  stockholders  from  in- 
divldnal  liabili^  on  the  failure  of  the  bank.— 
This  privilege  der<^ates  from  the  common  law, 
is  contrary  to  the  principle  of  partnerships,  and 
injurioua  to  the  rights  of  the  community.  It  is 
a  peculiar  privilege  granted  by  law  to  these 
corporators,  and  exempting  them  from  liability 
except  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  to  the 
amount  of  the  assets  of  the  corporation.  Un- 
happily, these  assets  are  never  amz,  that  is 
to  say,  eoongh,  wBeu  occasion  comes  for  recur^ 
lii^  to  them.  When  a  bank  folia,  its  assets  are 
alwi^  less  than  its  debits;  so  that  respondbih- 

fails  the  instant  that  liability  accrues.  Let 
no  raie  say  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
la  too  great  to  fiuL  One  greater  than  it,  and  its 
prototype,  has  failed,  and  that  in  our  own  day, 
and  toe  twenty  yean  at  a  time:  the  Bank  of 


[Skkatk. 

England  failed  in  1797,  and  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  on  the  point  of  failing  in 
1819.  The  same  caus&  nunely,  stockjobbing 
and  overtrading,  carried  both  to  the  brink  <x 
destrnotion ;  the  same  means  saved  both,  name- 
ly, the  name,  the  credit,  and  tbe  helping  hand 
of  the  Governments  which  protected  them.  Yes, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  may  fail ;  and  its 
stockholders  live  in  splendor  upon  the  princely 
estates  acquired  with  its  notes,  while  the  indns- 
trious  classes,  who  hold  these  notes,  will  be  nn- 
able  to  receive  a  shilling  for  them.  This  is 
unjust.  It  is  a  vice  in  the  charter.  The  true 
printuple  in  banking  requires  each  8tockh<dder 
to  be  liable  to  the  amount  of  his  shares ;  and 
suljeots  him  to  the  Bumraarr  action  of  every 
holder  on  the  &ilare  of  the  iostitnlion,  till  hfi 
has  paid  up  the  amount  of  his  subs(viption. 
This  is  the  true  principle.  It  has  prevaued  in 
Scotland  for  the  last  centary,  and  no  suoh 
thing  as  a  broken  bank  has  been  known  there 
in  all  that  time. 

9.  To  have  the  United  States  for  a  partner.— 
Sir,  there  is  one  consequence,  one  result  of  all 
partnerships  between  a  Government  and  indi- 
viduals, which  should  of  itself  and  in  a  mere 
mercantile  point  of  view,  condemn  this  asso- 
ciation on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government. 
It  is  the  priooiple  which  puts  the  strong  part- 
ner forward  to  bear  the  burthen  whenever  the 
oonoern  is  In  danger.  The  weaker  members 
fiook  to  tlie  strong  partner  at  the  approach  of 
the  storm,  and  the  necessity  of  venturing  more 
to  save  wnat  he  has  already  staked,  leaves  him 
no  alternative.  He  becomes  the  Atlas  of  the 
firm,  and  bears  all  upon  his  own  shoulders. 
This  is  the  principle :  what  is  the  fact  ?  Why, 
that  the  United  States  has  already  been  com- 
pelled to  sustain  the  federal  bank ;  to  prop  it 
with  her  revenues  and  its  credit  in  the  trials 
and  crisis  of  it»  early  administration.  I  pass 
over  other  Instances  of  the  damage  suffered 
by  the  United  States  on  account  of  this  part- 
nership; the  immense  standing  deposits  for 
which  we  receive  no  compensation ;  the  loan 
of  five  millions  of  our  own  mone^,  for  which 
we  have  paid  a  miUion  and  a  half  in  interest ;  the 
five  per  cent  stock  note,  on  which  we  have 
p^d  our  partners  four  million  sevea  hundred 
and  twen^-five  thousand  dollars  in  interest; 
the  loss  of  ten  millions  on  the  three  per  cent, 
stock,  and  the  ridiculous  catastrophe  of  the 
miserable  honut,  which  has  been  paid  to  us 
with  a  fraction  of  our  own  money :  I  pass  over 
all  this,  and  come  to  the  point  of  a  direct  loss, 
as  a  partner,  in  the  dividends  upon  the  stock 
itself.  Upon  this  naked  point  of  profit  and 
loss,  to  be  detnded  by  a  rule  in  arithmetic,  we 
have  sustained  a  direct  and  heavy  loss.  The 
stock  held  by  the  United  States,  as  everybody 
'knows,  was  subscribed  not  ptud.  It  was  a  etook 
note,  deposited  for  seven  millions  of  dollars, 
bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent.  The  In- 
ducement to  this  snbscriptlou  was  the  seduo- 
tire  conception  that,  by  paying  five  per  cent, 
on  its  note  the  UiUted  States  would  dear  fiiur 
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or  five  per  cent,  in  getting  a  divideod  of  eight 
or  ten.  This  was  the  indacement ;  now  for  the 
realization  of  this  fine  oonoeption.  Let  ns  see 
it.  Here  it  is :  an  official  retam  from  the 
Begister  of  the  Treasnrj  of  interest  paid,  and 
of  dividendB  reoeiTed.  The  aoooont  stands 
thns: 

Interest  pidd  by  the  Umted  States,  t4,'726,000 
Pivideada  received  by  the  United  States,  4>e29,426 

Loss  to  the  United  States,  95,674 

Bisadvantageoas  as  this  partnership  mnst  be 
to  the  United  States  in  a  moneyed  point  of  view, 
there  la  a  &r  more  grave  and  serions  aspect  an- 
der  which  to  Tiev  tt.  It  Is  the  political  aspect, 
reflnltiog  firom  the  union  between  the  bank  and 
the  Government.  This  union  has  been  tried 
in  England,  and  has  been  found  there  to  be 
just  as  disastrous  a  conjunction  as  the  nnioa  of 
church  and  State.  It  ia  the  conjunction  of  the 
lender  and  the  borrower,  and  holy  writ  has 
told  ns  which  of  these  categories  will  be  mas- 
ter of  the  other.  But  enppose  they  agree  to 
drop  rivalry,  and  unite  their  resources.  Sup- 
pose they  combine,  and  make  a  push  for  politi- 
cal  power:  how  great  is  the  mischief  which 
they  may  not  accomplish  I  But,  on  this  head, 
T  wish  to  use  the  lanj^ure  of  one  of  the  bright- . 
est  patriots  of  Great  Britain;  one  wholua 
shown  himself  in  tlwse  modern  di^s,  to  be 
the  worthy  suoceasor  of  those  old  iron  barons 
whose  patriotism  oommanded  the  nnporohase- 
able  eulonum  of  the  elder  Rtt.  I  speak  of  Sir 
'William  Polteney,  and  his  speech  against  the 
Bank  of  England,  in  1797. 

Thi  spebch— Ji!tfrae& — "  I  hare  aud  enough  to 
show  that  Goverameut  baa  been  rendered  depend- 
ent on  the  bank,  and  more  particularly  so  In  the 
time  of  war ;  and  though  the  bank  has  not  yet 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  ambitious  men,  jet  it  ia  ev- 
ident that  it  might,  in  such  hands,  assume  a  power 
sufficient  to  control  and  overawe,  not  only  the  min- 
isters, but  king,  lords,  and  commons.  •  •  *  • 
As  the  bank  has  thus  become  dangerous  to  Qot- 
ernment,  it  might,  on  the  other  hand,  by  uniting 
with  an  ambitions  minister,  become  the  means  <n 
establishing  a  fourth  estate,  suffident  to  involve 
this  nation  in  irretrievable  slavery,  and  ought,  there- 
fore, to  be  dreaded  aa  much  as  a  certain  East  India 
bill  was  justly  dreaded,  at  a  period  not  very  remote. 
I  will  not  say  that  the  present  minister,  (the  younger 
Pitt,)  by  endeavoring,  at  this  ends,  to  t^e  the  Bank 
of  England  under  his  protection,  can  have  any  view 
to  ms£e  use,  hereafter,  of  that  engine  to  perpetuate 
his  owD  power,  and  to  enable  him  to  domineer  over 
OUT  conetitntion :  if  that  could  be  ai^iposed,  it 
would  Only  show  that  men  can  enterbdn  a  very  dif- 
ferent train  of  ideas,  when  endeavoring  to  overset  a 
rival,  firom  what  occurs  to  them  when  ioteodiog  to 
support  and  fix  themselves.  Uy  object  Is  (o  secure 
the  country  against  sU  risk  either  from  the  bank  as 
opposed  to  government,  or  aa  the  engine  of  am* 
bitioua  men." 

And  this  is  my  object  alsa  I  wish  to  secure 
tiie  Union  from  all  chance  of  harm  from  this 
banlc  I  wish  to  provide  s^inst  its  friendship, 
as  well  aa  its  smnitiy— agauut  all  danger  front 


its  hug,  as  well  as  from  its  blow.  I  wish  to 
provide  against  all  risk,  and  every  hazard ;  for, 
if  this  ri^  and  hazard  were  too  great  to  l>e  en- 
countered by  King,  Lords,  and  Oommons,  io 
Great  Britain,  they  must  certainly  be  too  great 
to  be  encountered  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  who  are  but  commons  alone. 

10.  To  have  foreigners  fbr  pftrtners.—Thia, 
ISt.  Prendent,  will  be  astrange  story  to  be  told 
in  the  West.  The  downright  and  npri^t  peo- 
ple of  that  nnsophistioatea  believe  that 
words  mean  what  they  signify,  and  that  "the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  "  is  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  How  great  then  must  be  their 
astonishment  to  learn  that  this  belief  is  a  false 
conception,  and  that  this  bank  ^its  whole  name 
to  the  contrary  notwithstaodrng)  is  just  as 
much  the  bank  of  foreigners  as  it  ia  of  the  Fed- 
eral GoTernmeut.  Here  I  would  like  to  have 
the  proof — a  list  of  Uie  names  and  nations,  to 
establish  this  almost  incredible  fact.  But  I 
have  no  access  except  to  public  doonments,  and 
from  one  these  I  learn  as  much  as  will 
answer  the  presMit  pinch.  It  is  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaner  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  tor  the  last  session 
of  Congress.  "Hiat  report  admits  that  foreign- 
ers own  seven  millions  of  the  stock  of  this 
bank ;  and  everybody  knows  that  the  Federal 
Qovemment  owns  seven  millions  also. 

Thus  it  is  proved  that  foreigners  are  as  deep- 
ly interested  in  this  bank  as  the  United 
States  itself.  In  the  event  of  a  renewal 
of  the  charter  they  will  be  mucli  more  deeply 
interested  than  at  present ;  for  a  prospect  of  a 
rise  in  the  stock  to  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and 
the  unsettled  state  of  things  in  Europe,  will  in- 
duce tiiem  to  m^e  great  ^vestments.  It  is  to 
no  purpose  to  say  that  the  fweiga  stookhoUera 
cannot  be  voters  or  direotors.  The  answer  to 
that  soggestion  Is  this :  the  foreigners  have  the 
money ;  they  pay  down  the  cash,  and  want  no 
accommodations;  they  are  lenders,  not  borrow- 
ers; and  in  a  great  moneyed  institution  snch 
stockholders  must  have  the  greatest  influence. 
The  name  of  this  bank  is  a  deception  upon  the 
public.  It  is  not  the  bank  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, as  its  name  would  import,  nor  of  the 
States  which  compose  this  Union ;  bnt  chiefly 
of  private  individuals,  foreigners  as  well  as 
natives,  denizens,  and  naturalized  subjects. 
They  own  twenty-eight  millions  of  the  stock 
the  Federal  Government  bnt  seven  millions,  and 
these  seven  are  preoisdy  balanced  by  the  stock  of 
the  aliens.  The  Federal  Government  and  the 
aliensare  equal,  owning  one-fifth  each;  and  tiiere 
would  be  as  much  tmtb  in  calling  it  the  English 
Bank  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Now 
mark  a  few  of  the  pri^eges  which  this  charter 
gives  to  these  foreigners.  To  be  landholders,  in 
defiance  of  the  State  laws,  which  forbid  aliens 
to  hold  land ;  to  be  landlords  by  inoorporatioD, 
and  to  bold  American  citizens  for  tenants ;  to 
bold  lands  in  mortmain;  to  be  pawnbrokers 
and  merchants  by  incorporation ;  to  pay  the 
revenue  itf  the  t7nited  States  in  their  own 
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notes;  in  short,  to  do  every  thing  which  I  have 
endeavored  to  point  ont  in  the  loa^  and  hide< 
oaa  list  of  exdnaive  privileges  granted  to  tbis 
bank.  If  I  Iiave  shown  it  to  be  dangerona  for 
the  United  States  to  1>e  in  partnership  with  its 
own  citizens,  how  mnch  stronger  is  not  the 
argnmeot  against  a  partnership  with  foreign- 
ers! What  a  prospect  for  loans  when  at  war 
witii  a  foreign  power,  and  Uie  snhjeota  of  that 
power  large  owners  of  the  huik  here,  from 
which  alone,  or  from  banks  liable  to  be  destroy- 
fld  hy  it,  we  oan  obtiun  money  to  oaiTy  on  the 
war  1  What  a  state  of  things,  i£  in  the  di- 
Tirion  of  political  parties,  one  of  these  partiee, 
and  the  foreiguers,  coalescing,  sbonldt  have 
the  ezdnrave  control  of  all  the  money  in  the 
Union,  and,  in  addition  to  the  money,  sbonld 
have  bodies  of  debtors,  tenants,  and  bank  offi- 
cers stationed  in  all  the  Statefi,  with  a  anpreme 
and  irresponsible  system  of  centralism  to  direct 
the  whole  I  Dangers  from  such  contingencies 
are  too  great  and  obvioos  to  be  insisted  open. 
Tbey  sthke  the  common  sense  of  all  mankind, 
and  were  poweifol  contdderations  for  the  old 
whig  republicans  for  the  non<renewal  of  the 
charter  of  1791.  Hr.  Jeflbrson  and  the  whig 
repnUioana  ataked  their  political  existence  on 
th0  non-renewal  of  that  charter.  They  soo- 
ceeded;  and,  by  sneceeding,  prevented  the 
oonntry  from  being  laid  at  the  men^  of  British 
and  nltra  federalists  for  fands  to  carry  on  the 
last  war.  It  is  said  the  United  States  lost  forty 
miUions  by  Qung  depreciated  currency  during 
the  last  war.  Iliat,  probably,  is  a  mistake  of 
oue-hi^  But  be  it  BO  I  For  what  are  forty 
millions  compared  to  the  loss  of  the  war  itself 
— MHcnpared  to  the  ruin  and  infamy  of  having 
the  Oovermnent  arrested  for  want  of  money — 
Stopped  and  paralyzed  by  the  reception  of  such 
a  note  as  t^e  yoonger  Fitt  reodved  tnm  the 
Bank  of  England  in  1796  ? 

11.  Ezemptiom  from  dne  coarse  of  law  for 
violations  of  its  charter. — ^This  is  a  privilege 
which  aflbcts  the  administration  of  Justice,  and 
stands  without  example  in  the  annau  of  repab- 
Ucan  legislation.  In  the  case  of  all  other  delin- 
qnenta,  whether  persons  or  corporations,  the 
laws  take  their  coarse  agfunat  those  who  i^end 
them.  It  is  the  right  of  every  citizen  to  set 
the  laws  in  motion  agaioBt  every  offender;  and 
it  is  ^e  constitution  of  the  law,  when  set  in 
mofitHi,  to  work  through,  like  a  machine,  re- 
gardless of  powers  and  principalities,  and  cut- 
ting down  uie  gnilly.  which  may  stand  in  its 
way.  N(A  BO  in  the  case  of  tiiis  bank.  In  its 
hehdi^  tlwre  are  barriers  erected  between  the 
<uti2en  and  his  oppressor,  between  the  wrong 
and  the  remedy,  between  the  law  and  the  of- 
&nd«r.  Instead  of  a  right  to  sue  out  a  teirt 
J^eiat  or  a  quo  warranto^  the  injured  citizen, 
with  an  humble  petition  in  his  hand,  must  re- 
Mur  to  the  Fresident  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
Oongresa,  and  crave  their  leave  to  do  so.  If 
leave  is  denied,  (and  denied  it  will  be  when- 
ever the  bank  has  a  peculiar  friend  in  the  Fres- 
idant^  or  s  nujjority  of  such  friends  in  Oongreaa, 
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the  convenient  pretext  being  always  at  hand 
that  the  general  welfare  requires  the  bank  to 
be  sustained,)  he  can  proceed  no -farther.  The 
machinery  of  the  law  oamiot  be  set  in  motionf 
and  the  great  offender  laoghs  from  behind  his 
barrier  at  the  impotent  resentment  of  its  helpless 
victim.  Thus  the  bank,  for  the  plainest  viola- 
tions of  its  charter,  and  the  greatest  oppressions 
of  the  citizen,  may  escape  the  pursuit  of  justice. 
Thus  the  administration  of  justice  is  subject  to 
be  strangled  in  its  birth  for  the  shelter  and 
protection  ot  this  bank.  But  this  is  not  all. 
Another  and  most  alarming  mischief  results 
from  the  same  extraordinary  privilege.  It 
rives  the  bank  a  direct  interest  in  the  Fresi- 
deotial  and  Oongressional  elections :  it  g^vea  it 
need  for  friends  in  Congress  and  in  the  Freai'- 
dential  chair.  Its  fate,  its  very  existence,  may 
often  depend  upon  the  friendship  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Congress;  and,  in  such  cases,  it  is 
not  in  human  nature  to  avoid  using  the  im- 
mense means  in  the  hands  of  the  bank  to  in- 
fluence the  elections  of  these  officers.  Take 
the  existing  fact — the  case  to  which  I  alluded 
at  the  oommenoemoit  of  this  speech.  There  is 
a  case  made  out,  ripe  with  jndicial  evidence, 
and  big  with  the  f^te  of  the  bank.  It  is  a  case 
of  nsury  at  the  rate  of  forty-six  per  cent,  in 
violation  of  the  charter  which  only  admits  an 
intOTCst  of  six.  The  facts  were  admitted,  in 
the  court  below,  by  the  bank^s  demurrer ;  the 
law  was  decided,  in  the  court  above,  by  the 
supreme  judges.  The  admission  concludes  the 
facts;  the  decision  concludes  the  law.  The 
forfeiture  of  the  charter  is  established ;  the  for- 
feiture is  incurred ;  the  application  of  the  for- 
feiture alone  is  wanting  to  put  an  end  to  the 
institution.  An  impsrtial  President  or  Con- 
gresa  might  let  the  laws  take  their  course; 
those  ot  a  difiEbrent  temper  might  interpose 
their  veto.  What  a  orisis  for  the  bank  I  It 
behdda  the  sword  of  Damodea  snqwnded  over 
its  head  t  What  an  interest  in  keeping  those 
away  who  might  Buffer  the  hair  to  be  cat 

13.  To  have  alt  these  nnjnst  privileges  secured 
to  the  corporators  as  a  monopoly  by  a  pledge  of 
the  public  faith  to  charter  no  other  bank. — 
Hus  is  the  mmt  hideous  feature  in  the  whole 
mass  of  deformity.  If  these  banks  are  bene- 
ficial institutions,  why  not  several?  one,  at 
least,  and  each  independeut  of  the  other,  to 
each  great  section  of  the  Union  ?  If  malignant, 
why  create  one?  The  restriction  constitutes 
the  monopoly,  and  renders  more  invidious  what 
was  saffioienUy  hateful  in  itsedfL  It  is.  indeed,  a 
doable  monopoly,  l^slative  as  well  as  banx- 
ing ;  for  the  Ooogress  of  1816  monopolized  the 
power  to  grant  these  monopolies.  It  has  tied 
up  the  hands  of  its  successors ;  and  if  this  can 
be  done  on  one  subject,  and  for  twenty  year^ 
why  not  upon  all  subjects,  and  for  all  time? 
Here  is  the  form  of  words  which  operate  this 
double  engrossment  of  our  rights :  "  No  other 
bank  sh^  be  established  by  any  future  law  of 
OongresB  during  the  continoance  of  the  corpo- 
ration hereby  enacted,  for  which  the  ^th  of 
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Congress  is  hereby  pledged ; "  with  a  proviso 
for  the  District  of  Oolumbia.  And  that  do  in< 
cident  might  be  wanting  to  complete  the  title 
Ulis  charter,  to  the  ntter  reprobation  of  whig 
republicans,  this  compound  monopoly,  and  the 
very  form  of  words  in  which,  it  la  oonoeived,  is 
copied  from  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land ! — not  the  charter  of  William  and  Mary,  as 
OTanted  in  1694,  (for  the  Bill  of  Bights  was 
uien  fresh  in  the  memories  of  Englishmeo,)  but 
the  charter  as  emended,  and  that  for  money,  in 
the  memorable  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  when  a 
tory  Queen,  a  tory  Ministry,  and  a  tory  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  apostle  of  toryism,  in  the  person 
of  Dr.  Sacheverell,  with  hia  sermons  of  divine 
right,  passive  obedience,  and  non-resistance, 
were  riding  and  ruling  over  the  prostrate  liber- 
ties of  England  I  This  is  the  precious  period, 
and  these  the  noble  authors,  mmi  which  the 
idea  vaa  borrowed,  and  the  very  form  of  Torda 
copied,  whibh  now  ^[ure  In  tiie  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  ootastitnting  that 
double  monopoly,  which  restricts  at  onoe  the 
powers  of  Gcmgress  and  the  rights  of  the  dti- 
zras. 

These,  Mr.  President,  are  the  chief  of  the  ex- 
clusive privileges  which  constitute  the  monop- 
oly of  me  Bank  of  the  United  States.  I  have 
spoken  of  them,  not  as  they  deserved,  but  as 
my  abilities  have  permitted.  I  have  shown 
Ton  that  they  are  not  only  evil  in  themselves, 
but  copied  from  an  evil  example.  I  now  wish 
to  show  you  that  the  Govemm^t  from  whidi 
we  have  made  liiis  copy  has  condemned  tLe 
original ;  and,  after  showing  this  &cL  I  think 
I  aball  be  able  to  appeal,  with  sensible  effect 
to  all  liberal  minds,  to  follow  the  enlightened 
example  of  Great  Brit^  in  getting  rid  of  a 
dangerous  and  invidious  institution,  after  hav- 
ing followed  her  pernicious  example  in  assum- 
ing it.  For  this  purpose,  I  wiU  have  recourse 
to  proof^  and  will  read  from  British  state  papers 
of  1826.  I  will  read  extracts  from  the  corre- 
spondence between  Earl  liverpool,  Rrst  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  and  Mr.  Bobinsoi^  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  on  one  side,  and  the  Governor 
and  Deputy  Governor  oS  the  Bank  of  England 
on  the  o&er ;  the  sabject  hdng  the  renewal, 
or  rather  ncm-renewal,  d  tiie  chartw  of  the 
Bank  of  England. 

Communicationtfirom  tha  Flrtt  Lord  o/tlu  TVeaxwy 
and  GhancdU/r  ef  ih»  Sxdugwr  to  the  Qoternar 
and  Deputy  ChvemoroftkeBani  of  SnyUutd.— 
Sxtract: 

"  The  f&Oures  which  have  occnired  Id  Enghnd, 
unaccompanied  as  they  have  been  by  the  aune  oc- 
currences In  Scotland,  tend  to  prove  that  there 
must  have  been  an  unaolid  and  delusive  eywtem  of 
banking  in  one  part  of  Great  Britun,  and  a  solid 
and  substantial  one  in  the  other.  *  *  *  *  In 
Scotlaod,  there  are  not  more  than  thirty  banks, 
(three  chartered,)  and  these  banks  have  stood  firm 
amidst  all  the  convulsions  in  the  money  market  in 
England,  uad  amidst  all  the  distresses  to  which  the 
manufacturing  and  agricnUnral  interests  In  Scot- 
land, as  well  as  in  England,  have  occadonally  been 
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subject.  Banks  of  this  description  must  necessarily 
be  conducted  uptm  the  eeneial^  understood  and 
approved  priociplea  of  banking.  «  •  •  »  The 
Bulk  of  ^giand  may,  perhaps,  propose,  as  they  ^d 
upon  m,  former  occauon,  the  extension  of  the  term 
of  their  exduuve  pririlege,  as  to  the  metropolis  and 
ita  neighborhood,  beyond  the  year  I8S8,  as  the  price 
of  tliis  concession,  [immediate  surrender  of  exclu- 
sive privileges.]  It  would  be  very  much  to  be  te< 
gretted  tliiU  they  should  require  any  such  condition. 

*  *  *  *  It  is  obvious,  from  wliat  passed  be* 
fore,  that  Parliament  will  never  agree  to  it.   *  * 

*  *  Such  privileges  are  out  of  uahion ;  and  what 
expectaUon  can  the  bank,  under  present  circum- 
stances, entertain  tliat  theirs  will  be  renewed?"— 
Jatt.  18. 

AuMMToftie  Oomi  of  I>ir»atan.SetraH. 
"Under  the  oneertalnty  hi  wUeh  the  Court  of 
Directors  find  themselves  with  respect  to  the  death 
of  the  bank,  and  the  effect  which  they  may  have  on 
the  interests  of  the  bank,  this  court  cannot  feet 
themselves  justified  in  recommeoding  to  the  pro- 
prietors to  g^ve  up  the  privilege  which  they  now 
caioy,  sanowmed  and  conflnned  as  it  la  by  Uie 
B<diemn  aots  of  the  Le^alature."— </««.  SO. 

Beeond  eommunieatum  from,  tht  JRuitUn. — Extraet, 
"The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  have  considered  Uie  answer  of  the 
bank  of  the  20th  instant.  Tliey  oannot  bat  mr«t 
that  the  Court  of  Directors  ahcnild  have  dediuM  to 
recommend  to  the  Court  of  Proprietors  the  consid- 
eration of  the  paper  delivered  by  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  Chancellor  of  tbe  Exchequer 
to  tbe  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  on  the  18th 
iustant.  The  statement  contained  in  that  paper 
pears  to  the  Hrat  Lord  of  tbe  Treasury  and  the  Chan- 
celior  of  tha  Ezcheqaer  so  full  and  ezi^dt  on  all 
the  points  to  which  u  related,  that  they  have  notli- 
ing  further  to  add,  although  they  would  have  been, 
and  still  are,  ready  to  answer,  as  &r  aa  possible,  any 
specific  questions  wtdch  might  be  put,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  removing  the  uncertainty  in  which  the  Court 
of  Directors  state  tltemselves  to  be  with  respect  to 
the  details  of  the  plan  tpa^ggutttA  In  that  paper."— 
Jan.  28. 

Second  anauer  of  the  Bank. — EttraU, 
"The  Committee  of  Treasury  [bank]  having  taken 
into  connderation  the  paper  received  from  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Clianoellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, dated  January  28d,  and  fln^e  that  His 
Majesty's  ministers  persevere  in  thdr  de&e  to  pro- 
pose to  restrict  immediately  the  exclusive  privilege 
of  the  bank,  as  to  the  n amber  of  partners  engaged 
in  banking  to  a  certain  distance  from  the  IfetropCH 
lis,  and  also  continue  to  be  of  o|4niou  that  nwlia* 
ment  would  not  consent  to  renew  the  jHivilege  at 
the  exiHration  of  tbe  period  of  their  preaeat  charter ; 
finding,  also,  that  the  proposal  by  the  bank  ^  estab- 
lishing branch  banks  is  deemed  by  His  M^esty'a 
ministers  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  country, 
are  of  opinion  tliat  it  would  be  desirable  for  tlUs 
corporation  to  propose,  as  a  basis,  the  act  of  6th  of 
George  the  Fourth,  which  states  the  conditions  on 
which  the  Bank  of  Ireland  relinquished  its  excludve 
privileges;  this  corporation  waiving  the  question  of 
a  prolOQ^tion  of  time,  although  the  committee  [of 
the  bank]  cannot  agree  in  the  opinion  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  'Ssuanxj  and  the  GhanceUor  of  the 
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c^ieqiier,  that  tbey  ue  oot  making  a  oonaiderable 
aaorifiee,  adTertiog  eapedaUj  to  the  bnk  of  Irdaod 
remaining  in  poasesslon  itf  that  prl^lege  ftve  years 
longer  than  tba  Bank  of  Bnglaad*'— Jm.  as. 

Here,  Ur.  Prendrat,  la  the  end  <tf  all  the  ex- 
dn^ve  raivilegee  and  odU>U8  monopoly  of  the 
Bank  of^  England.  That  aaoient  and  powerfnl 
fautitation,  eo  long  the  haaghty  tyrant  of  ^e 
moneyed  world — so  long  the  sabsidizer  of 
£uuffi  and  Ministers — so  long  the  fhiitfiil  moth- 
er of  national  debt  and  nseless  ware — so  long 
the  prolific  mana&otory  of  nabobs  and  panpers 
— so  long  the  dread  dictator  of  its  own  terms  to 
Parliament — ^now  droops  the  conquered  wing, 
lowers  its  prond  crest,  and  quails  under  the 
blows  of  its  late  despised  assailants.  It  first 
pats  on  a  conrageooa  ur,  and  takes  a  stand 
npon  priTilegeB  sanotioned  by  l^nw^  >a3  con- 
finnea  1^  solemn  acts.  Beting  that  the  Hinis- 
ters  could  have  no  more  to  say  to  men  who 
wotdd  talk  of  privil^^  in  the  nineteenth  cen- 
taiy,  and  being  reminded  that  Parliament  was 
inexorable,  the  bally  saddenly  d^eneratea 
into  the  craven,  and,  from  ahowing  fight,  oaUs 
for  qnarter.  The  directors  condescend  to  beg 
for  the  smallest  remnant  of  their  former  power, 
for  five  years  only;  for  the  city  of  London 
even ;  and  offer  to  send  branches  iato  all  quar- 
ters. Denied  at  every  point,  the  subdued  ty- 
rant aoqoiesoes  in  his  fate,  announces  his  sab- 
misaion  to  the  spirit  imd  inteUigence  of  the 
age ;  and  ^etly  sinks  down  into  the  humble, 
but  aafe  ami  naratal,  oonditiim  of  a  Bootdah  pro* 
vinoial  bank. 

And  here  it  ia  profitable  to  paose;  to  look 
back,  and  see  by  what  means  this  ancient  and 
powerfnl  institation— this  Babylon  of  ^e  bank- 
ing world — was  bo  suddenly  and  so  totaJly  pros- 
trated. Who  did  it!  And  with  what  weap- 
ons ?  Sir,  it  was  done  by  that  power  which  is 
now  regalating  the  affairs  of  the  civilized 
world.  It  was  done  by  the  power  of  publlo 
opinion,  invoked  by  the  working  members  of 
the  British  Pariiament.  It  waa  done  by  Sir 
Henry  PameU,  who  led  the  attack  upon  the 
Wenington  Kinlatry  on  the  night  of  uie  16th 
of  November;  by  Shr  Villiam  Polteney,  Mr. 
Grenfal,  Mr.  Hnme,  Mr.  Edward  EUie^  and 
others,  the  working  members  of  the  Honse  of 
Oommona,  such  as  had,  a  few  years  before, 
overthrown  the  gigantic  oppressions  of  tiie  salt 
tax.  These  are  tue  men  who  have  overthrown 
tiie  Bank  <^  EiwUmd.  Th^  began  the  attack 
in  1834,  under  the  discouraging  cry  of  too  soon, 
too  soon — for  the  charter  had  uien  nine  years  to 
run  I  and  ended  with  showing  that  they  had  b^nn 
jost  soon  enough.  They  b^an  with  the  Minis- 
ters in  their  front,  on  the  side  of  the  bank,  and 
ended  with  having  them  on  their  own  side,  and 
™»Vr"g  them  co-operators  in  the  attack,  and 
the  Instrmnenta  ami  inflioters  of  the  fotal  and 
final  blow.  But  let  ns  do  jastioe  to  Uiese  Wn- 
iitera.  Thoogh  wrong  in  the  bej^nnin^  they 
were  right  in  the  eiw;  though  monarchists, 
fbey  behaved  like  repabUcans.  They  were  not 
like  F<^gnaoaL   They  yidded  to  the  intelli- 
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gence  of  the  age;  they  yielded  to  the  spirit 
which  proscribes  monopolies  and  privileges, 
and  in  their  correspondence  with  the  bank  di- 
rectors, spoke  tmth  and  reason,  aoA  asserted 
liberal  principles,  with  a  point  and  power  which 
quickly  put  an  end  to  dangerons  and  obsolete 
pretensions.  They  told  Uie  bank  the  mortify- 
ing truths,  that  its  system  was  unsolld  and  de- 
lusive— ^that  its  privileges  and  monopoly  were 
oat  of  fashion — that  they  oonld  not  be  prolonged 
for  five  years  even — nor  suffered  to  exist  in 
London  alone ;  and,  what  was  still  more  cut- 
ting, that  the  banks  of  Scotland,  which  had  no 
monopoly,  no  privilege,  no  connection  with  the 
Cktvemment,  which  paid  interest  on  deposits, 
and  whose  stockholders  were  responsible  to  the 
amount  of  thur  diares — were  the  solid  and 
snbatantial  banka,  which  alone  the  public  in- 
terest could  hereafter  rewwaize.  llicydidthelr 
business,  when  they  undertook  i^  like  trae 
men ;  and,  in  the  single  phrase  out  of  ftshioo, 
achieved  the  most  powerml  combination  of  solid 
ailment,  and  contemptuons  sarcasm,  that 
ever  was  compressed  into  two  words.  It  is  a 
phrase  of  elecbioal  power  over  the  senses  and 
p^ons.  It  throws  back  the  mind  to  the 
reigns  of  the  Tndors  and  Stuarts — the  terma- 
gant Elizabeth  and  the  pedagogue  James — and 
rouses  within  us  all  the  shame  and  rage  we 
have  been  accustomed  to  feel  at  the  view  of 
the  scandalous  sales  of  privileges  and  monopo- 
.  lies  which  were  the  disgrace  and  oppression  of 
these  wretched  times.  Out  ftshion!  Tes; 
even  in  England,  the  land  of  their  early  birth, 
and  late  protection.  And  shall  they  remain  in 
&Bhion  here  f  Shall  republicanism  continne  to 
wear,  in  America,  the  antique  costume  which 
the  donghty  champions  of  antiquated  fashion 
have  been  compelled  to  doff  in  England?  Shall 
English  lords  and  ladies  continne  to  find,  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  uiijust  and 
odioos  privileges  which  they  can  no  longer  find 
in  the  Bank  of  England  f  Shall  the  copy  sur- 
vive here  after  the  original  has  been  destroyed 
there?  Shall  the  young  whelp  triumph  in 
America,  after  the  old  lion  has  been  throUled 
and  stranf^ed  in  EngUmd?  Ho  I  never  I  The 
thing  is  impossible!  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  dies,  as  the  Bank  of  England  dies,  in  aU 
its  odious  points,  upon  the  limitation  of  its 
charter;  and  the  .only  circumstance  of  regret 
is,  that  the  generous  deliverance  is  to  take  ^- 
fect  two  years  earlier  in  the  British  monarchy 
than  in  tjie  American  republic. 

One  word,  Mr.  President,  upon  an  incidental 
topic.  It  is  shown  that  the  stock  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  has  fallen  five  per  cent, 
in  consequence  of  the  opinions  disclosed  in  the 
President's  Messages ;  and,  thereupon,  a  com- 
plaint is  preferred  agunst  Uie  President  for  de- 
preciating the  prmwrty  of  innocent  and  unof- 
fending people.  I  made  a  remark  npon  this 
compldnt  in  the  b^jnning  of  my  speech,  and 
now  have  a  word  more  to  bestow  npon  it.  I 
wish  to  contrast  the  conduct  of  the  American 
stockholders  with  that  of  the  Bank  of  England 

Digitized  by  Google 


SaOt  o^Afl  Vmttd  States— N<m-ReMvxil  of  tAe  Char»r. 


160 


ABBIDaMBNT  OF  THE 


Bani  of  the  Uiated  State*— Non-Renewil  qfthe  OSkirteP.  [Fcbrdast,  1881. 


stookbolders,  in  a  Bimilar,  and  to  tbem,  much 
more  disastrous,  case.  The  Bank  of  England 
stockholders,  also,  have  had  a  decline  in  the 
price  of  stock ;  not  of  five  dollars,  bat  of  thirtj- 
nve  ponnds,  in  the  share.  Bank  of  England 
stock,  in  oonBeqoence  of  Earl  liverpocd's  com- 
munioatioo,  and  (tf  the  debates  in  Parliament, 
has  fallen  ft-om  288  to  308 ;  eqnal  to  a  loss  of 
$166  in  every  share.  This  is  something  more 
than  $5.  Yet  I  hare  never  heard  that  Earl 
Liverpool,  or  any  member  of  Parliunen<^  baa 
been  called  to  account  for  producing  this  de> 
preoiation.  It  would  seem  that  the  liberty  of 
speech,  and  the  rights  of  discussion,  in  Great 
Britain,  extended  to  the  affairs  of  the  Bonk  of 
England;  and  that  Ministers  and  legislators 
were  safe  in  handling  it  like  any  other  subject. 

FonrtUy.  I  object  Hr.  President,  to  the 
renewal  of  the  bank  ooarter,  because  this  bank 
is  an  institntion  too  costly  and  expen^ve  for 
the  American  people  to  ke^  up. 

Let  no  one  cavil  at  this  head  of  objection, 
under  the  belief  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  supports  itself  like  the  hibernal  bear,  by 
suoking  its  own  paws;  or  that  It  derives  ita 
revennes,  as  a  spider  spins  its  web,  from  the 
recesses  of  its  own  abdomen.  Bnch  a  belief 
would  be  essentially  erroneons,  and  highly  un- 
becoming the  intelligence  of  the  nineteenth 
centary.  The  fact  is,  that  the  bank  lives  npon 
the  people ;  that  all  its  expenses  are  made  out 
of  the  people ;  all  its  profits  derived  froni,  and 
all  its  losses  reimbursed  by,  them.  This  is  the 
nakeA  truth;  by  consequence  every  shiUing 
held,  or  issued,  by  the  bank,  over  and  ^>ot6 
the  capital  stock,  is  a  tax  upon  the  people; 
and,  as  snch,  I  shall  look  into  the  amoont  of 
the  levy,  and  prove  it  to  be  too  great  for  the 
people  to  bear  any  longer. 

In  the  first  place,  we  have  the  direct  expenses 
of  the  bank,  the  actnal  cost  of  its  annual  ad- 
ministration. These  expenses  are  returned  at 
$372,000  for  the  year  16S0 ;  and,  assuming  that 
sum  for  an  average,  the  total  cost  of  the  admin- 
istration for  twenty  years  will  be  about  seven 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  The  enormity 
d  this  snm  must  strike  every  mind ;  but,  to 
Jndge  it  accurately,  let  us  compare  it  to  the  ex- 
penses of  Bfflne  known  establishment.  Let  ns 
take  the  civil  list  of  the  Federal  Oovenunent  in 
the  first  term  of  Preudent  Washington's  admin- 
istration. Besorting  to  this  standard,  I  find 
the  expenditure  of  this  branch  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  to  be  :  for  1792,  $881,000 ;  for  '93,  $858,- 
000;  for '94,  $441,000;  for '95,  $861,000 ;  pre- 
senting an  annual  average  of  $386, 000 ;  which  is 
but  a  tride  over  the  bank  expenditure  for  1880. 
Now,  what  were  the  heads  of  expenditure  in- 
cluded in  the  civil  list  at  the  period  referred 
to  1  They  were  the  salaries  of  tbe  Prendent 
and  Vice  President ;  the  salaries  of  all  the  Sec- 
retaries, tlteir  clerks  and  messengers,  and  the 
porchase  of  the  paraphernalia  of  all  thdr  of- 
fices ;  compensadon  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  tbe  discharge  of  every  attendant  expense ; 
salaries  to  all  the  federal  judges,  their  marshals 


and  district  attorneys,  and  the  cost  of  their 
court  rooms ;  the  expense  of  missions  abroad, 
and  of  territorial  governments  at  home.  These 
wore  the  items  of  the  civil  list ;  comprehend- 
ing the  whole  expenditure  of  Uie  administr*- 
tion  for  all  ol^Jeota,  except  the  army;  tiiere. 
being  at  that  time  no  navy.  The  administra'* 
tion  of  the  bank,  Aerefore,  aotnally  involves  an 
expenditure,  rivalling  that  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment in  1792,  'as,  '94,  and  '95 ;  omitting  the 
single  item  of  the  army,  which  was  then  on  a 
war  establishment.  The  next  item  of  bank  tax 
is  that  of  the  profits,  in  the  shape  of  anntutt 
dividends.  These  profits  are  now  seven  per 
cent ;  but  have  been  less ;  and  at  ono  time^ 
owing  to  an  explosion  produced  by  stock  job- 
bing, were  nothing.  Assuming  six  per  cent. 
for  the  average  of  twenty  years,  and  the  aggre- 
gate will  be  $43,000,000.  In  the  third  place, 
uie  contingent  fimd,  reserved  to  cover  losses, 
is  near  6,000,000  dollars.  Fourthly,  the  real 
estate,  including  banking  houses,  is  above 
4,000,000  dollars.  Fifthly,  bonus  reunbursed  to 
the  bank,  is  1,500,000.  Sixthly,  the  interest 
on  the  public  deposits,  which  the  bank  was 
receiving  fW>m  the  United  States  or  inffividuals, 
while  the  United  States  were  paying  interest 
on  the  same  amount  to  the  bank  or  to  others, 
was  nx  millions  of  dollars  on  the  standing  de- 
pout  of  abont  five  millions.  The  a^egate  is 
sixty-nx  millions  of  dollars ;  to  say  notung  of 
the  profit  on  the  stock  itself,  which  is  now 
twenty-six  per  cent,  e<fnal  to  $9,000,000  addi- 
tion to  the  original  cwitaL  The  annual  aver- 
age d  this  aggregate  levy  of  uxty-six  millions, 
is  above  three  millifHis  and  a  qoarter  of  dollars ; 
bdng  very  nearly  as  mnoh  as  tiie  whole  expen- 
diture of  the  Federal  Government  in  the  second 
year  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration,  which  was 
but  8,787,000,  dollars,  the  army  included,  and 
the  navy  also,  which  had  then  sprung  into  ex- 
istence. Will  senators  reflect  npon  the  largeness 
of  this  levy,  tmd  oonsider  how  much  it  adds  to 
the  multiplied  hardens  of  onr  complicated  sys- 
tem of  taxation  I  I  say  complicated :  for,  under 
bur  duplicate  form  of  Government,  every  citi- 
zen is  many  times  taxed,  and  by  various  an- 
thorities.  First,  his  State  tax,  then  his  conn^ 
tax,  then  his  cavponHoa  tax.  Of  H^e  in  a 
city,)  then  his  federal  tax,  and,  since  1816,  his 
bank  tax.  The  amoont  of  each  is  oonaderablfl, 
of  the  whole,  is  excessive ;  of  the  bank  tax,  in 
addition  to  the  others,  intolerable. 

The  direct  tax  of  1798,  which  contribated  so 
much  to  the  overthrow  of  the  men  tiien  at  the 
head  of  affiurs,  was  an  inconsiderable  burden 
to  this  bank  levy.  Not  so  mnch  as  one  million 
was  ever  p^d  in  any  one  year  under  the  direct 
tax ;  while  the  annual  levy  of  the  bank  tax  is 
three  millions  and  a  quarter.  Tbe  one  is  as 
truly  a  tax  as  the  othw,  and  as  certunly  paid 
by  tiie  people ;  and,  as  the  redaction  d  taxes 
is  now  the  policy  of  the  country,  I  present  this 
contribntion  to  the  federal  bank,  as  the  fit  and 
eminent  item  to  head  and  grace  Hie  list  of  abo- 
lition. IsflQT,  toheadand  graoe  theliati  Fur 
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it  is  a  tax  not  onlj  great  in  itself,  and  levied  to 
rapport  a  most  daofferoofl  and  invidioaB  institu- 
tion, bat  doablj  and  poonliar^  opprearive  npon 
the  people,  becaase  no  part  of  it  is  erer  reftind- 
ad  to  them  in  the  shape  of  ben^cent  expendi- 
ture. In  tiie  case  of  every  oUier  tax,  in  all  the 
oontribntMrns  levied  for  the  parposes  of  Gov- 
ernment, there  is  some  alleviation  of  the  bnr- 
den — some  restitation  of  the  abducted  treasare 
— some  return  to  the  people — some  re-infasion 
of  strength  into  their  ranks — in  the  customary 
reimbursement  of  the  revenue.  The  Govem- 
ment  osoally  pays  it  back,  or  a  portion  of  it 
for  salaries,  services,  and  snpplies.  But,  in  the 
case  of  the  bank  tax,  there  is  nothing  of  this 
reimbursement.  The  bank  refunds  nothing; 
but  all  the  money  it  makes  oat  of  the  people  is 
gqm  tnm  them  forever.  It  ooes  into  a  comer 
of  the  Union,  and  remains  there :  it  goes  into 
private  hands,  and  becomes  individtul  prop- 
erty. The  stockholders  divide  it  among  ttiem- 
selves.  Twice,  in  every  year,  they  make  the 
division  of  these  modem  ^olia  opima — these 
dearest  spoils — ^not  of  the  enemy's  general  killed 
in  battle,  but  of  Americui  citizens  fleeced  at 
home.  This  is  a  grievous  aggravation  of  the 
amount  of  the  tax.  It  is  the  a^avation  which 
renders  taxation  insupportable.  It  is  "  absentee- 
ism" in  a  new  and  legalized  form.  It  is  the 
whole  mischief  of  that  system  of  absenteeism, 
Thioh  drains  off  the  wealth  of  Ireland  to  fer- 
tilize England,  France,  and  Italy,  leaving  Ire- 
land itself  the  most  distressed  and  exhausted 
country  in  Europe,  instead  of  remaining,  as 
God  created  it,  one  of  the  richest  and  most 
flourishing.  Eternal  drawing  ont,  and  no 
bringing  back,  is  a  process  which  no  people,  or 
oonntry,  can  endnre.  It  is  a  process  which 
would  exhaust  the  resources  of  nature  herself. 
The  earth  would  be  deprived  of  its  moisture, 
and  changed  into  a  desert,  if  the  exhalations  of 
the  day  did  not  return  in  dews  at  night.  The 
vast  ocean  itself  with  all  its  deep  and  bound- 
less waters,  would  be  sucked  up  and  dried 
away,  if  the  vapors  drawn  up  by  the  sun  did 
not  form  hito  clonda,  and  descend  in  rain  and 
snow.  Bo  will  mj  peoide  be  exhausted  of  their 
wealth,  no  matter  bow  great  th&t  wealth  may 
be,  whose  miserable  destmy  shall  subject  l^em 
to  a  system  of  taxation  whloh  is  forever  levy- 
ing, tokd  never  refunding :  a  system  whose  cry 
is  that  of  the  horse-leech,  more  I  more  ]  more  1 
•—whose  voice  is  that  of  the  grave,  give !  give  I 
give  I — whose  attribute  is  that  of  the  grave  also, 
never  to  render  back  I — and,  such  precisely  is 
the  system  of  taxation  to  which  the  people  of 
these  States  are  now  sntiJected  by  the  federal 
bank. 

Of  the  three  great  divisions,  Mr.  President, 
into  which  Uiis  qnestion  divides  itsel£  I  have 
touched  bat  <me.  I  have  left  nntondied  the 
c<mstitational  diffioalt7,  and  the  former  mis- 
managemeift  of  the  bank.  I  have  handled  the 
qnestion  as  if  the  oonsUtational  anthority  for 
dw  bank  was  express,  and  as  if  its  whole  ad- 
mbiistration  had  beea  tne  fitnn  reproach.  I 
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have  looked  to  the  nature  of  the  institution 
alone;  aud,  finding  in  its  very  nature  insur- 
moantable  ol^ections  to  its  existence,  I  have 
eome  to  the  concloaion  that  the  public  good 
requires  the  institaticm  to  cease.  I  believe  it 
to  be  an  histitution  of  too  much  power ;  of 
tendencies  too  dangerous;  of  privileges  too 
odious ;  of  expense  too  enormous,  to  be  safely 
tolerated  under  any  Oovemment  of  free  and 
equal  laws.  My  mind  is  made  up  that  the  pres- 
ent charter  onght  to  be  allowed  to  expire  on 
its  own  limitation ;  and,  that  no  other,  or  sub- 
sequent one,  should  ever  after  be  granted. 
This  is  my  opinion ;  I  may  add,  my  belief;  for 
I  have  the  consolation  to  believe  that  the  event 
will  not  deceive  my  hopes. 

I  am  willing  to  see  the  charter  e^ire,  with- 
out providing  any  substdtote  for  the  present 
bank.  I  am  willing  to  see  the  corraioy  <^  the 
Federal  Government  left  to  the  hard  money 
mentioned  and  intended  in  the  oonsUtnlion ;  I 
am  willing  to  have  a  hard  money  Government, 
as  that  of  France  has  been  since  the  time  ^  a»- 
tignatt  and  mandata.  Every  species  of  paper 
might  be  left  to  the  State  authorities,  unrecog- 
nized by  the  Federal  Government,  and  only 
touched  by  it  for  its  own  convenience  when 
equivalent  to  gold  and  sUver.  Such  a  currency 
filled  France  with 'tj?«^preoiou8  metals,  when 
England,  with  her  overgrown  bank,  was  a  prey 
to  all  the  evils  of  unconvertible  paper.  It  fur- 
nished money  enough  for  the  imperial  Govern- 
ment when  the  pq>alati(»L  of  the  empire  was 
three  times  more  numerous,  and  the  expenses 
of  Government  twelve  times  greater,  than  the 
population  and  expenses  of  the  United  States: 
and,  when  France  possessed  no  mines  of  gold 
or  silver,  and  was  destitute  of  the  exports 
which  command  the  specie  of  other  countries. 
The  United  States  possess  gold  mines,  now 
yielding  half  a  million  per  annnm,  with  every 
prospect  of  equalling  those  of  Peru.  But  this 
IS  not  the  best  dependence.  We  have  what 
is  superior  to  mines,  namely,  the  exports  which 
command  the  money  of  the  world ;  that  is  to 
say,  the  food  which  snstains  life,  and  the  raw 
materials  whidi  snstain  manufactures.  Gold^ 
and  silver  is  the  best  currency  for  a  repnblio ; 
it  salts  the  men  of  middle  property  and  the 
working  ]}eople  best ;  and  if  I  was  going  to  es- 
tablish a  working  man's  party,  it  shoold  he  on 
the  basis  of  hard  money ;  a  hard  money  party 
against  a  paper  party, 

Mr.  Webster  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  to  grant  leave  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  resolation ;  and  the  vote  being  taken, 
was  dedded,  without  ftirther  debate,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TxAS. — Uessis.  Barnard,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown, 
Dickerson,  Dudley,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Iredell, 
King,  UcKinley,  Poindexter,  Sanford,  Smith  of 
South  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  White^ 
Woodbury— 20. 

Nats.— Hessrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chase,  Clay- 
ton, Foot,  Freliiwfaaysen,  Hendrieks,  Holmes,  Johnp 
Btm,  Knight,  lirhigston,  Uarka,  Noble,  Btritibios, 
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BobiDaoiijRnge^, Seymour,  Slabee,  Smitli  of  Hd., 
Spragoe,  Webster,  Willey-— 23. 

So  the  Senate  refoeed  leave  for  the  intro- 
duotion  of  the  resolutioii. 

Poit  CtfflM  IneatigaHon. 
TSi.  OBinrDT  said,  that,  in  the  Select  Commit- 
tee appointed  to  examine  into  the  condition  of 
the  Post  Office  I>^>artment,  a  serious  difference 
of  opinion  existed  In  relation  to  the  description 
of  testimony  to  be  brought  before  them ;  and 
that  he,  for  one,  was  anwilllng  that  the  opin- 
ions of  part  of  that  committee  should  prevail, 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  He, 
therefore,  submitted  tiie  following  resolution : 

Betalved,  That  the  Select  Committee  appointed 

on  the  16th  day  of  December  last,  to  inqiure  into 
the  condiUon  of  the  Poat  Office  Deportment,  are  not 
authorized  to  call  before  them  the  persons  who  hare 
been  dismi^d  from  office,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
tuning  the  reasons  or  causes  of  their  removal. 


Tdmdat,  February  8. 
Duty  on  Ahm  Salt. 

Kr.  Bbnton  rose  to  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  repeal  the  duty  ^ffSttim  salt.  He  said 
that  this  kind  of  salt  was  not  manufactured  in 
the  United  States ;  that  it  was  indispensable  in 
curing  provisions,  and  had  to  be  bought  at 
whatever  price  it  might  cost.  He  said  that  the 
uses  of  salt,  and  the  injury  done  to  the  com- 
monity  by  taxing  it,  had  commanded  the  atten- 
tion of  the  British  Parliament,  and  occasioned 
a  committee  to  be  appointed  in  the  year  1818, 
whose  labors  were  a  monument  to  their  honor, 
and  a  title  to  the  gratitude  of  thdr  country. 
They  had  tf^^  tbo  examinations  in  writing  of 
more  than  seventy  witnesses,  comprehending 
men  of  the  first  character  in  eveir  walk  of  life, 
of  whom  he  would  mei^on  Lord  Eoiyon,  Sir 
Thomas  Bernard,  Sir  John  Sinclur,  Arthur 
Toung,  and  Sir  John  Stanley,  whose  testimony, 
with  the  reports  of  the  committee,  extended  to 
four  hundrra  folio  pages.  He  womd  read  some 
parts  of  their  testimony,  and  believed  that  the 
Senate  would  perform  a  great  service  to  the 
American  people  if  they  would  direct  a  com- 
mittee to  make  an  abstract  of  the  whole,  and 
publish  some  thonsand  copies  for  distribution 
among  the  people. 

Mr.  B.  then  oegan  to  read  a  part  of  the  ex- 
tracts  which  he  had  made,  when  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  Mr.  Foot,  of  Oonneoticut,  who  made 
several  points  of  order,  one  of  which  was,  that 
Mr.  B.'h  motion  was  not  seconded.  The  Vice 
President  said  that  it  was  not  usual  to  have 
motions  seconded  In  the  Senate ;  that  the  rule 
was  a  formality  which  had  not  been  attended 
to  in  practice ;  but,  if  any  Senator  made  it  a 
pointy  the  rule  must  be  enforced.  Mr.  B.  then 
appealed  to  the  Senators  from  the  touth  of  Ma- 
son and  Dickson's  line  to  furnish  him  a  second. 
^veral  rose,  and,  observing  among  them  l£x. 


[Fbbboabt,  188L 

WooDBUHT,  of  New  Hampshire,  he  gave  him 
the  preference,  becaoae  he  was  from  the  Tutrth 
of  Mason  and  Dickson's  line,  and  because  he 
had  been  the  first  to  open  the  campaini  agunst 
the  salt  tax  several  years  ago.  He  sam  that  the 
report  and  speeches  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  against  the  salt  tax,  would  rem^n 
as  moanments  to  his  honor  whcu  his  own  poor 
exertions  were  forjptten;  and  he  took  prids 
and  pleasure  in  paving  this  tribute  to  him,  and 
making  it  more  fally  known  in  the  West,  that 
he  was  only  the  follower  of  that  distingmshed 
and  patriotic  Senator,  so  justly  dear  to  the  whig 
republicans  of  all  quarters  of  the  Union,  in  wag- 
ing a  war  of  det^mlned  hosUUty  agunst  the 
salt  tax. 

The  other  objections  of  Mr.  Foot  being  dis- 
posed of,  Mr.  B.  went  on  to  read,  or  state,  the 
extracts  to  which  he  referred, 

xxTUor. 

1 .  From  Sir  John  Sinclair' t  evideriee. — was  once 
at  the  farm  of  a  great  farmer  in  the  Netherlands,  a 
Mr,  Uesselman,  at  Chenoi,  near  Havre,  where  I  was 
surprised  to  see  an  immense  heap  of  Cheshire  rock 
salt,  which  he  said  he  found  of  the  greatest  use  for 
Us  stock.  He  said,  first,  that,  by  allowing  his 
sheep  to  Uck  it,  the  rot  was  effectually  prevented ; 
secondly,  that  his  cattle,  to  whom  he  gave  lumps  of 
it  to  liok,  were  thereby  protected  fh)m  infectious 
disorders;  aud  the  cows  being  thus  rendered  more 
healthy,  and  being  induced  to  take  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  liquid,  gave  more  milk.  And  I  saw  lumps 
of  this  salt,  to  which  the  cows  bad  access,  in  the 
pUce  where  they  were  kept.  Ha  also  mid,  that  a 
small  quantity  pounded  was  found  very  beneficial 
to  the  horses  when  new  oats  were  given  them,  if 
the  oats  were  at  all  moist.  *  *  *  He  gave  them 
great  lumps,  that  they  (the  cattle)  might  lick  when 
they  chose.  •  *  •  One  of  the  most  important 
uses  of  salt,  as  connected  with  agriculture,  is,  that 
it  preserves  seed,  when  sown,  from  the  atta<^  of 
the  grub."  *  *  *  In  a  communication  to  me 
from  Sweden,  by  Baron  Schnltz,  he  says,  the  salt 
destroys  the  different  sort  of  worms  found  in  the 
bodies  of  sheep,  but  in  particular  the  Urer  worm. 

KXTRiCT. 

2.  Arikur  Tounifi  Tittmony. — ^Dld  you  ever 
try  salt  in  the  feeding  of  your  cattle  f 

Yes ;  but  chiefly  with  sheep ;  and  I  found  the 
sheep  astonishibgly  fond  of  it. 

Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  beneficial  in  pre- 
venting the  rot  in  sheep  f 

I  found  It  so  in  the  years  when  my  neighborly 
sheep  were  generaEy  aflbcted  with  tite  rot;  my 
sheep  esct^d,  and  jny  land  was  quite  as  wet  as 
my  neighbors'. 

Do  you  think,  considering  the  advantages  in 
health,  fattening,  and  the  power  of  umg  inferior 
food  in  the  feeding  of  catUe  and  stock  in  general, 
that  the  free  vse  of  salt  would  be  an  advantage 
equivalent  to  seven  sliilUngB  a  head  to  the  farmer  f 

I  should  think  it  would  be  worth  a  great  deal 
more.  I  think  It  Is  invaloable.  In  shwt,  Ut  my 
answer  be  what  it  would,  it  would  be  under  the  mark. 

Dr.  Young  then  gave  his  opinion  that  the 
stock  in  Engumd  would  be  increased  in  value 
above  three  miUions  sterling,  nearly  fiffcew 
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millunii  of  dollwi,  bj  the  free  nae  of  salt.  He 
estimated  the  stook  In  England  to  be — 

Horaea,  .    1,600,000  head. 

Cattle,       .  4,SOO,000  do. 

Sheep,  .      .    80,000,000  do. 

8.  listmamf  of  William  Olovtr^  nmertntwdtmt 
of  At  ettOU  ofiht  Ron.  Mr.  Cttnoen,  M.  P. 

This  deponent  begao  to  give  salt  to  the  cattle 
tmder  his  care  the  iBth  Norember,  1817,  aad  from 
that  time  till  oow  the  cattle  hare  had  aalt,  aa 
foUove :  40  milch  cows  and  breediog  heifera,  each 
4  ounces  per  da^ ;  80  oxen,  4  otmces  each  per 
day ;  27  young  cattle,  each  2  oonces  per  day ;  26 
calTea,  1  ounce  each  per  day ;  48  horBea,  each  4 
OQQcea  per  day  ;  444  sheep,  2  ouncea  each  per  week. 
The  advantage  of  salt  for  sheep  appeara  to  this 
d^wnent  to  be  neat ;  aa  he  says  none  of  the  atotik 
have  died  in  the  rickneaa  since  they  commenced 
giving  salt;  and  they  have  had  none  in  the  rot; 
in  other  years  they  lost  some  of  the  ewes  and 
vethera  in  the  sickness.  And  this  deponent  says 
that  he  has  now  Icept  the  cattle  at  Schoose  farm  ten 
years,  and  they  were  never  so  long  withoat  tickneas. 

4  The  affidavit  of  thirty^too  farnuft. 
We,  the  nnderaigned,  being  fiurmeia,  and  the 
owners  of  land  in  the  neighborhood  of  Workington, 
do  hereby  certify,  that  we  aie  aequunted  with  and 
witnesses  to  the  fact  of  Ur.  Curwen  giving  salt  to 
hia  cattle  and  horses,  with  their  food,  at  the  Schoose 
turn,  and  at  Workington ;  and  that  we  are  desirous 
(tf  naing  the  same  for  oar  Uto  atook  if  we  could 
obtidB  it  vithottt  difBonlty,  and  at  a  cheap  rate. 

EXTBACT. 

6.  Tettimtmv  of  Mr.  Ctmeen,  M.  P.  — In  regard 
to  cattle,  I  have  under^timated  the  quanUty, 
because.  If  aalt  could  be  bad  at  a  moderate  pncc, 
there  is  no  animal  I  would  give  less  than  six  atone, 
(14  pounds  to  the  stone,)  each  per  annum.  *  * 
*****!  believe  if  salt  were  in  general  use 
for  cattle  it  would  amount  to  840,000  tons — about 
14,000,000  buahels —  »  »  The  importance  of 
the  free  use  of  salt  to  agricnlture  can  scarcely  be 
eetimated  too  highly.  Salt  contributes  not  only  to 
the  health  of  cattle  and  sheep,  but  accelerates  and 
promotes  the  quantity  of  milk  given  by  milch  cows. 
[In  another  place  Ur.  C.  says  that  the  use  of  salt 
prerents  the  ill  taste  which  the  feeding  on  certain 
weeda  uid  vegetables  imparta  to  the  milk.]  It  pre- 
vents the  rot  in  sheep,  and  the  effect  of  hoving, 
when  stock  are  fed  on  turnips  or  clover.  •  •>  • 
Salt  renders  damaged  hay  palatable  and  nutritions ; 
and,  if  applied  in  difficult  seasons,  prevents  an 
undue  fennestation  and  heat  in  the  stack.  Chaff 
and  straw  would  be  rendered  available  to  a  much 
greater  extent  Uian  at  present  by  the  application 
of  sdt.  It  would  be  a  most  valuable  ingredient  in 
the  preparation  of  warm  food  for  stall-fed  cattle  in 
the  improved  system  of  soiling ;  and,  from  my  ex- 
perience of  its  aalntary  effects,  I  should  consider  the 
free  use  of  it,  as  a  condiment,  the  greatest  boon  the 
Ooremment  could  bestow  on  the  husbandman.  * 
*  *  *  *  I  conMder  the  advantage  from  salt,  in 
feeding  my  stock,  on  a  farm  of  eight  hundred  acres, 
worth  about  one  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  would 
exceed  three  hundred  ponnda  per  annum  t  (that  la, 
add  a  third  to  the  annual  value  of  Um  fknn.) 


[Sehath, 


'  The  probable  consumption  of  aalt  for  sheep  and 
cattle  may  be  taken  aa  follows,  to  wit: 


Ptr  UBOH. 

l«  ibt.  lb*  (KB*. 

Sunn. 

1,481,000  COWi  

3,000,000  jtmoM  cattle  

1,100,000  &tttiw  iMMta  

1,800,000  diM^t  cmtUe  

800,000  oolu  and  udd]«  horua. 

9 none  eaoh... 
6  do. 

4  do. 

5  do. 
4  do. 
8  do. 
uotMtlnMted.. 

60,000,000 
8,926,000 
8,000,000 
8,600,000 
MOO^OM 
900^000 

88,898,000 

K.  B.  14  pounds  1  atone,  4  stones  1  bushel,  4 
bushels  1  cwt. 
QTThe  English  bushel  of  salt  ia  S6  lbs. 


IXTEACT. 

6.  Lord  KenyorCi  evidence  be/ore  the  eommittee. — 
By  the  information  which  I  have  been  able  to  col- 
lect, I  am  induced  to  consider  salt,  when  ^riogly 
applied,  aa  an  admirable  manure,  especially  for 
fallowB  and  arable  land ;  and,  when  mixed  np  with 
soil  out  of  gutters,  or  refiise  dirt  or  aahes,  to  be 
vei7  valuable  alao  on  grass  luds.  Hy  own  experi- 
ence convinces  me  that  it  ia  very  powerful  in  de- 
stroying vegetaHon  if  Uid  on  too  thick,  having  puta 
large  quantity  of  refuse  salt  on  about  one-fourth  of 
an  acre  of  land,  which,  after  two  years,  still  remains 
quite  bare.  A  land  surveyor  of^  high  character  in 
my  neighboriiood,  eonddwa  that  the  use  of  salt 
would  be  likely  to  be  very  valuable  in  dwtroylng 
the  slug,  wire  worm,  snail,  fto.,  which  often  destroy 
whole  crops.  He  also  remembers  that  salt  was  used 
largely  In  the  ne^hborhood  of  the  Higher  and 
Lower  Wiches  in  (^eshire,  before  the  duties  were 
raised  to  their  present  height.  With  respect  to  its 
▼idue  for  oattle,  horses,  and  sheep,  I  am  informed 
that  it  ia  very  highly  thought  of^  both  aa  notriment, 
and  as  used  medicinaUy,  internally  and  externally. 
Its  value  also  is  eztreniely  well  known  far  rendering 
bad  and  ill-gotten  hay  more  nourishing  and  more 
palatable  to  cattle  tbui  even  good  hay. 

xxreaot. 

1.  Bndtnet  of  Mr.  Kington.— hi  rejdjr  to  yonr 
qneriea,  aa  an  agriculturist,  I  hate  no  heatation  in 
saying  that  salt,  if  freed  from  duty,  would  become 
one  of  the  most  uaefnl  and  general  articles  of 
manure  that  ever  was  tbon^t  of^  properiy  com- 
posed, by  mixing  It  with  mud  of  any  kind— 4he 
cleanings  of  ditches  and  ponds,  the  surface  of  coarse 
ground  thrown  into  heaps  to  rot,  blubber,  &&  I  am 
also  persuaded,  that  if  it  could  be  afforded  to  be 
sprinkled  on  the  layers  of  hay,  when  making  into 
the  rick,  in  catching  weather,  it  would  prevent  ita 
heating  and  getting  mouldy.  I  had  once  some 
small  cattie  tied  up  to  &tten,  which  did  not  thrive, 
owing,  as  the  bailiff  said,  to  the  badness  of  the  hay, 
of  which  they  wasted  more  than  they  ate  ;  but,  by 
sprinkling  it  with  water  in  which  some  salt  had  been 
dissolved,  they  returned  to  eat  it  greedily,  I  am 
free  to  Bay,  a  proper  quantity  of  aalt  would  prevent 
cattle  from  being  hoven  by  an  excess  of  green  food. 

8.  Mr.  Thomas  B<yume^»  examination. — ^The  com- 
mittee understand  you  are  a  merchant,  reading  at 
Uverpoolf 

I  am. 

Can  you  apeak  as  to  the  probable  effect  of  the 
repeal  of  the  a^t  duties  on  your  trade  t 

It  would  be  a  good  thing,  in  my  ophiion,  Ibr  the 
country  at  large,  and  also  the  muolhotuzes. 
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Hare  yon  my  knowledge  of  iu  being  tued  in  food 
fi>r  udmalsf 
Tes.  to  hones  in  particular. 
Has  it  a  good  effect  f 
Tes. 

Then  do  70a  not  suppose,  if  the  reatrictiona  vere 
taken  off,  it  would  come  into  more  general  use 
among  the  fanners,  for  stock  of  all  kin&  t 

It  vonld  in  that  instance;  we  used  to  have 
fire  horses  iu  oar  rock  salt  mine,  and  those  horses 
always  appeared  in  good  condition,  though  rery 
muoD  wotced. 

Were  Uiey  liable  to  less  disorders  than  those  oat 
of  the  mine  F 

Yes ;  much  less. 

Bo  yon  happeo  to  know  whether  they  were  ic 
the  practice  at  that  time  of  receiving  salt  with  their 
food? 

Tes ;  to  my  knowledge  &iey  were. 
In  what  qiunti^t 

About  a  handfid  to  m  qaartem  of  oats. 

KXTKACT. 

9.  JSvidtnce  of  Mr.  W.  Home. — There  are  rery 
&w  &zmers  who  are  not  swan  of  the  importance 
of  salt  in  preserving  hay,  and  restoring  it  wfae? 
damaged;  many  of  those  whom  I  have  conrersed 
with  on  Hie  sut^ject,  have  nsed  it  for  these  purposes, 
and  it  would  generally  be  resorted  to,  to  the  extent 
of  ten  or  fiiteen  pounds  to  the  ton  of  hay,  if  the 
dnties  on  salt  were  repealed.  Lord  SomerviUe  has 
ftamished  most  satis&ctory  information  on  this  snb- 
Jeot ;  and  I  know,  from  respectable  atttbority,  that 
It  is  a  common  practice  in  the  United  States  of 
America  to  sprinkle  salt  upon  hay  when  forming  it 
into  ricks.  We  also  learn  from  Lord  SomerviUe, 
that  Mr.  Darke,  of  Breedon,  one  of  the  most  cele- 
brated graxiers  in  the  kingdom,  mixed  salt  with  his 
flooded  mouldy  hay,  and  that  his  Hereford  oxen 
did  better  on  it  than  others  on  the  best  hay  he 
had ;  and  he  was  convinced  Uie  hay  had  all  its  good 
effects  from  the  salt.  have 
learnt  from  Mr.  Sutton,  of  Eaton,  in  Cheshire, 
that  he  would  give  thirty  tons  (120  buahela,  of  ft6 
pounds  each)  of  salt  a  year  to  his  cattie,  being 
fifty  cows,  if  the  duty  were  repealed.  •  •  •  • 
In  many  parts  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
salt  is  generally  ^ven  to  cattle.  •  •  •  •  • 
The  excellent  condition  of  the  horses  In  the  rock- 
pita  of  Cheshire,  may  be  adduced  iu  favor  of  its 
benefit  in  fottening  cattle  and  keeping  them  iu 
health.  Kany  counted  that  they  can  attribute 
the  longevity  of  their  horses  to  the  good  etTects  of 
salt  Mr.  Hadfield,  of  Liverpool,  furnishes  an  in- 
stance in  bis  horse,  thirty  years  old';  he  constantly 

give  it  rock  salt  to  lick,  [facing  it  In  bU  manger, 
r.  Tounfi  hss  famished  us,  in  the  annals  of  agri- 
culture, with  a  most  interMting  and  satis&ctory 
statement  (obtained  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris)  on  the  effect  of  udt 
in  fattening  cattie.  From  tUs  report  it  appears^ 
that  to  the  nntimited  use  of  salt  was  to  be  ascribed 
tiie  ciroamstance  of  fintr  times  the  number  of  sheep 
having  been  reared  on  a  steiUe  common,  than  would 
otherwise  have  subsisted  on  it ;  and  that  the  wool 
of  these  flocks  la  not  only  the  finest  in  the  whole 
country,,  but  bears  the  highest  price  of  any  in 
E^ce.  The  fineness  of  tlw  wool  of  the  Spanish 
sheep  is  slsa  attributed,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the 
free  ose  of  salt  It  is  not,  therefore,  I  jmsome,  an 
aztraordinarj  poution  to  WKjt  that,  by  a  proper  dh 
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of  common  salt,  the  same  quantity  of  forage  might, 
on  muiy  occasions,  be  made  to  go  twice  as  &r  as  it 
coold  have  done,  in  feeding  Tiimfilf^  bad  the  salt 
been  withheld  from  them  1 

■rrmacf. 

10.  Mr.  CharU$  0.  Oot^  enmtiMiJl— What  is 
your  profesrion  t  * 

Answer.  A  baoon  and  prarUon  men^ant,rerid> 
ing  in  Jndd  street,  Branswiok  square. 

What  is  the  nature  and  amonut  of  yoor  Irasliiess, 
and  how  &r  has  it  been  affected  by  tbe  salt  duties  ? 

Answer.  About  fifty  years  ago  my  father  estab- 
Ushed  a  manufactory  in  Vine  street,  and  expended 
£10,000  in  adapting  the  premises  for  the  curing  of 
bacon  and  the  salting  of  pork.  Our  annual  returns 
were  about  £60,000 :  it  is  now  diminished  to  less 
than  £1,000  annually.  In  consequence,  as  I  appre- 
hend, of  the  very  high  duUes  on  salt,  as  our  trade 
has  diminished  pr(^;resmvely  as  those  duties  have 
increased. 

Do  you  not  condder  that  tbe  breed  of  hogs  has 
also  d^iniahed,  in  eonsequenoa  of  this  Inorease  ttC 
duty  on  salt? 

Answer.  Twymaterially;  and,asafliriberpro^ 
of  what  I  state,  we  had  a  very  extenrire  trade  of 
£200,000  sjear  in  bogs;  now  not  £10,000. 

What  efnct,  in  your  opinion,  would  a  great 
reduction  of  the  salt  duties  produce  in  your  business  ? 

Answer.  I  conceive  It  would  restore  our  trade : 
we  should  then  be  able  to  supply  tbe  West  India 
matk^  and  other  ctdonlea,  with  saUed  pwk, 
cheimr  and  better  than  any  other  country. 

What  is  the  quantity  of  salt  used  upon  100  weight 
of  poik,  to  make  bacon  ? 

Answer.  In  a  maon&ctwy  of  bactm,  aboat  12 
pounds  i  to  eoce  a  small  qnantity,  about  11  or  18. 

xmuer. 

11.  TWunofiy  Bir  Tkomat  Bernard.— I  ven- 
tured to  sugf^  that  a  tax  on  salt  was  fundamen- 
tally wrong  in  princiide,  because  it  presses  most  on 
the  class  least  able  to  bear  the  weight— becaus^of 
its  immoral  tendency — and  because  it  deprives  the 
nation  of  benefits,  beyonnd  measure  greater  than 
the  whole  produce  of  the  impost.  The  salt  duties 
are  aboot'a  million  and  a  half  steriing  per  annum, 
(about  Bsren  millions  of  dollars.)  The  poor  use 
most  salt  In  proportion  to  thdr  wesMi ;  a  cottaser 
in  the  country  ten  to  one  in  proportion  to  a  noble- 
man in  town.  But  tbe  benefits  of  which  tbe  nation 
ia  deprived  by  the  salt  dudes,  are  not  easily  appre- 
ciated, or  even  numbered.  In  agriculture  and 
rural  economy  alone,  the  loss  in  feeding  cattlci 
sheep,  and  hogs— in  restoring  damaged  provender 

mannre,  and  In  the  eilbet  on  wages,  may, 
without  extravagance,  be  supposed  to  exceed  tl^ 
whole  value  of  the  tax.  Equal,  perhaps,  would  be 
the  gain  to  our  manolkotarers  of  woollen,  linen, 
^ass,  ebrthenware,  soap,  &&,  Ac.,  &c.,  by  the  un re- 
strained use  of  muriate  and  carbonate  of  soda  and 
mnriatio  add,  ef  which  our  salt  mbes  and  ooean 
alfbrd  sappHes  absolutely  inexhaustible. 

Mr.  B.  having  read,  or  stated,  these  extracts, 
to  show  the  use  of  salt  in  agricnltnre,  said  there 
were  many  other  witnesses  examined,  to  prove 
that  alum  salt,  which  the  English  usuaUy  called 
bay  salt,  becaase  it  was  made  \ij  atdar  er^io- 
rauon,  oat  sea  water  in  the  oaj  d  Bimj, 
and  outer  beTs,  was  iiidiq>eiiMlde  to  the  onriiig 
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of  proviaioDS  for  long  keeping,  or  for  exporta- 
tion, other  articles  connected  with  agriciutare, 
as  oheese,  butter,  baooUf  pickled  beef^  and  pick- 
led iK)rk;  and  that  the  English  Government 
p«naitted  alnin  salt,  under  the  name  of  ba^  salt, 
to  be  imported  both  into  England  and  Ireland 
Auty  free,  for  these  pan>08e8,  even  when  the 
domestic  mannfaotnre  of  common  ealt  in  Eng- 
land far  exceeded  tiie  home  demand,  and  far- , 
nished  millions  of  bushels  for  exportation.  He 
also  stated  that  the  committee  oi  the  House  of 
Commons  bad  examined  the  first  physicians  of 
Great  Britun,  to  prove  the  effect  of  a  deficien- 
07  of  salt  in  tlie  provisions  of  the  poor  on  their 
health,  and  that  these  physicians  nniformlj  tes- 
tified Uiat  many  diseases  of  the  poor,  and  espe- 
cially in  children,  were  the  effect  of  usaug  vege- 
tables not  anffidentlr  salted,  and  fish  and  meat 
not  Bofficientlj  onred.  He  also  stated  that  th^ 
eommittee  had  extended  Hieu*  examination  to 
the  use  of  salt  in  various  mauufiictories,  and 
had  established,  by  proof^  that  a  variety  of  use- 
ful manu&otnrea  required  the  abolition  of  the 
salt  duty.  On  this  point  he  read  extracts  from 
the  examination  of  Samuel  Parkes,  Esq.,  an  em- 
inent chemist  of  London,  as  follows : 

EXXIAOTt 

12.  &Mminaliom  tf  Bamud  ParttEj—VnuA  is 
your  profeadoQ? 

I  am  proprietor  of  the  chemical  works  In  Goswell 
street,  Londoa,  sod  of  other  cbemioal  works  in 
Maiden  lane,  latiagton. 

Cu  yon  acqoaint  the  committee  what  are  the 
manufiKtutes  moat  alfocted  by  the  salt  lawsf 

The  mannfimtnrcs  of  mineral  alkali,  crystallized 
■oda,  jnariaUo  add,  hard  soap,  distiogoished  from 
■oft  soap,  Glauber  salt,  Bpaom  salt,  magnesia,  and 
sal  ammoniac,  are  all  matenaUy  afliscted  by  the  duty 
on  aalt;  but  as  common  salt,  or  one  or  other  of  the 
component  parts  of  commoo  salt,  is  made  use  of  in 
the  compontion  of  a  great  variety  of  articles  that 
are  emidoyed  in  our  manufaotures,  It  is  difficult  to 
answer  that  quesUoa  with  precision.  *  *  Be- 
qwctiag  soap,  I  have  only  to  observe,  that  common 
salt  is  WBolutdy  necessary  for  the  manubotore  of 
hard  soap ;  for  however  plentifully  potash  may  be 
produced,  large  quanUties  of  common  salt  must  be 
employed  with  it,  or  the  soap  will  be  only  tempo- 
zaitiy  bard;  it  will,  have  no  lasting  consistence. 
*  *  Salt  is  employed  largely  in  the  preparaUon 
and  mannfactare  of  a  great  number  of  otiier  articles 
that  might  be  enumerated;  and  in  a  short  time  I 
have  no  donbt  they  would  all  be  benefited  by  the 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  salt. 

How  does  Uie  price  of  salt  alfect  the  soap  boilers  ? 

As  it  alfectB  all  other  trades  in  which  salt  is  em- 
ployed. 

State  the  wa^r  Id  which  it  aifoots  them. 
The  cheaper  it  is,  the  cheaper  tiiey  will  have  it  if 
they  boy  it. 

Do  you  know  any  other  (mannflwtnring)  pnrpoaes 
for  salt? 

Tes :  it  is  used  in  very  large  quantities  by  dyers, 
wiien  it  can  be  bad  cheap;  and  in  a  great  variety 
of  Other  ways. 

"VnUi  respect  to  the  salting  Of  hides,  i  learn  from 
ftaitber  inquiry,  that  the  bat^r  usually  applies  five 
pounds  of  salt  to  every  ox  or  cow  hide  wliidi  he 


[SofAn. 

has  occasion  to  bqr  by,  or  to  send  to  the  tanner  at 
a  distance. 

CrystaUised  aoda  (made  of  salt)  is  much  used  in 
washing.   Four  hundred  tons  are  annually  made  at 

the  Long  Benton  works  only. 

Ton  have  stated  that,  during  the  last  or  seven 
years,  It  has  increased  from  one  to  four  hundred 
tovat 

Tea. 

This  at  the  Long  Benton  works  only  V 
Tes. 

Which  la  made  from  salt  duty  free? 
Tes.   They  have  an  ezelumve  privilege. 

When  2Cr.  B.  had  finished  reading  these  ex- 
tracts, and  expressed  his  regret  that,  ont  of 
seventy  witnesses,  and  four  hundred  folio  pages 
of  testimony,  he  conld  read  no  more  without 
encroaching  too  much  on  the  time  of  the  Sen- 
ate, he  said  he  would  introduoe  the  testimony  of 
some  American  witnesses  to  the  same  points. 
He  bad  seen  the  statemmta  of  the  English  wit- 
nesses last  winter ;  and,  being  dedrona  to  hear 
what  Amoioans  would  say  fm  the  same  Bnb< 
ject,  he  had,  in  the  course  of  the  last  snm- 
mer,  addressed  certain  queries  to  some  friends 
and  acquaintances  in  tbe  western  States,  and 
had  received  from  many  of  them  communica- 
tions of  so  much  interest  and  value,  that  he 
should  lay  them  before  the  Senate ;  and,  first, 
would  euiibit  the  queries  for  the  better  under- 
standing of  the  answers.  The  names  of  his 
correspondents,  he  said,  would  be  known  to  the 
members  of  the  Senate  from  tiie  States  in 
which  they  reside ;  some  will  be  known  to  the 
Sotiators  from  muij  States ;  and  some  to  the 
whole  body  of  the  Senate. 

Queriet  on  the  tUUe  of  the  tali  trade  in  the  We^em 

Slates. 

1.  Whether  tbe  trade  in  salt  is  monopolized  T  and, 
if  so,  at  what  worln  f  and  over  how  many  States  do 
the  sales  of  these  monopolists  extend? 

2.  The  practices  of  the  monopoliata,  if  any,  to 
enliance  the  price  of  aalt,  and  to  prevent  competi- 
Uon? 

3.  The  prices  of  domeaUe  and  fbrelgn  salt  In  yonr 
oeigbborhood,  and  tbe  fidght  of  fbraign  salt  from 
New  Orleans? 

4.  Whether  the  monopolists  have  established  de- 
pots of  salt  in  different  ^tes,  and  amointed  agents 
to  sen  their  salt,  and  restricted  the  sues  of  each  de- 
pot to  its  cUs^tf  How&r  are  the  depots  apart  in 
your  State? 

6.  Whether  the  salt  mannfactare rs  have  entered 
into  agreements  with  the  monopolizers  to  restrict 
the  quantity  at  salt  made  at  tbe  works?  to  confine 
the  sales  to  the  monopolists?  and  to  stop  working 
wells  and  famaoes  for  pay?  Tbe  meaning  of  the 
phnue  "dead  wells,"  and  the  rent  of  such  wells? 

6.  Whether  salt  is  sold  in  yonr  neighborhood  by 
weight  or  measure  ?  If  by  weight,  how  many  pounds 
are  allowed  to  the  bushel?  and  how  much  aweighed 
bushel  measures? 

v.  In  selling  by  the  barrel,  is  due  allowance  made 
for  tbe  weight  of  tbe  barrel,  and  for  the  loss  of  salt 
in  drying?  If  not,  what  is  the  diSierence  between 
the  real  and  nominal  quanUty  in  die  burel? 

&  Whether  the  nunuqiolists  sell  for  money,  or 
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coQDtry  produce  f  for  ready  pay,  or  upon  credit  f  I 
and  vheUier  the  price  is  Upier  or  lower  noce  the  i 
monopoly  ? 

9.  Do  the  monopolists  rise  and  fall  in  their  prices  < 
aooording  to  the  presence  or  absence  of  competi- 
ti<Haf  and  what  bm(  competes  with  them? 

10.  Do  they  realise  great  gains? 

11.  Whether  the  domestic  salt  is  fit  for  pickling  : 
beef  and  pork,  for  caring  baoon,  and  preserving 
butter  for  exportation,  or  consumption  In  the  South, 
or  long  keeping  f 

12.  Whether  beef  and  pork,  put  in  common  salt, 
will  be  received  for  the  nsa  of  th6  army  or  navyf 

18.  The  necessity  and  expense  of  repacking  beef 
and  pork  in  alum  salt,  iu  New  Orleans,  which  has 
been  put  np  in  domestic  salt  f 

14.  The  necessity  and  advantage  of  giving  salt 
to  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs?  Whether  salt 
is  not  indispensable  to  stock  in  the  Western  ^tes  ¥ 
Whether  there  'is  not  a  great  Terence  between 
inland  and  maritime  States  In  tiiis  respectt  The 
reason  of  that  difference  f  How  much  salt  per  head, 
and  how  oiten  per  week  or  month  ought  it  to  be 
^ven  to  each  kind  of  stockf  and  whether  the  &rni- 
ers  in  your  section  of  the  country  are  prevented, 
by  the  high  price  and  scarcity  of  salt,  from  giving 
as  much  to  Uieir  stock  as  they  need  t 

16.  The  use  and  advantage  of  salt  in  preserving 
hay,  fodder,  and  clover?  In  restoring  tnem,  after 
bdng  damaged  by  wetF 

Bt  Leuit,  ^y,  1880. 

0(mmiuiueatiomjToinQ.  T.  0.  SfoCLANNAHAH,  Esq.,  of 
Jaehaon  anaUy,  2/orth  Atabanta,  October,  1830. 
Tour  first  query :  The  trade  of  salt  is  entirely  mo- 
nop<dized  here  b^  James  White,  of  the  Holston  salt 
works,  in  Virgima.  I  cannot  exactly  tell  to  what 
States  these  works  furnish  salt,  bat  it  is  to  be  sup- 
posed to  the  western  parts  of  Virginia,  eastern  part 
of  Tennessee,  a  part  of  North  Carolina,  the  northern 
part  of  Georgia,  Korth  Alabama,  and  some  in  South 
Alabama,  &c.,  &0. 

Query  2d.— Gokmel  J.  White  has  a  depot  at  this 
place,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Tennessee  Siver,  down 
which  stream  he  boats  his  salt.  And  if  any  person 
else  brings  salt  here  to  sell,  tbey  immediately  under- 
sell that  person  and  rain  him.  The  people  some- 
times get  their  salt  from  KTashrille,  when  they  have 
a  convenience  of  doing  so,  and  it  comes  much  cheap- 
er, after  payingUnd  carriage  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty miles,  than  WUte's  salt;  but  no  person  dares  to 
compete  with  him  here ;  because  he  can,  at  bis  wUl, 
undersell  any  person  who  pays  a  land  carriage  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty  miles;  and  therefore  in- 
stantly break  them  up.  One  thing  is  yet  to  be  told, 
which  will  convince  any  man  of  the  sin  and  oppres- 
sion of  this  monopoliring  system.  This  same  James 
White  will  carry  his  salt  by  OS  down  to  Dittos  land- 
ing, ten  miles  below  HuntsvUle,  haul  It  oat  to  Win- 
chester, Tennessee,  which  Is  fifty-five  miles  of  land 
carriage,  and  sell  it  there  so  much  lower  than  he 
will  here  on  the  river  take  it  out  of  his  boats,  that 
some  of  the  planters,  who  are  able  to  take  their 
wagons  and  cross  a  very  bad  mountain,  (part  of  tbe 
Cumberland,)  Iiaul  their  salt  over  from  Winchester, 
which  is  forty-five  miles  from  this  place,  la  this 
not  oppres^ve  to  the  poor?  Would  not  this  gov- 
emmental  monopolist  wring  from  the  Stressed  or- 
phan, widow,  and  war-worn  soldier,  all  their  earthly 
nstenanee?  And  yet  the  Coi^rMt  of  the  Uidted 
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States — ^this  boasted  land  of  liberty  and  equal  laws, 
countenances  such  oppressive  acts.  Why  does  Mr. 
White  not  sell  as  low  here  on  the  river  as  at  Win- 
cheater,  after  can7iag  his  salt  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles,  fifty-five  by  land,  and  that,  too,  the 
very  same  saltf  The  answer  is  <ATioua.  At  Win- 
chester there  is  some  competition',  it  is  not  so  CU 
from  NashvUle,  where  foreign  a^t  may  be  obtained. 
And  this  is  why  he  sells  it  lower  there  than  at  this 
place. 

We  are  here  fenced  in  with  almost  Impassable 
mountains,  at  a  great  distance  from  any  commercial 
depot,  and  without  tbe  means  of  shunning  the  ex- 
oroitsjit  exactions  of  these  vampires,  who  take  the 
bread  from  the  mouths  of  our  children  with  the  cal- 
culating coldness  of  an  Arab ;  and  these  acts  are 
legalized  by  a  Congress  of  freemen.  We  are  glad 
to  hear  the  stem  voice  of  indignation  at  this  op* 
presmon,  uttered  by  some  of  the  patriotic  republi- 
cans of  that  body;  and  we  should  glory  lo  being 
among  the  most  petsecnted  victims,  ifby  that  means 
this  most  pernicious  system  of  monopoly  could  be 
overturned. 

Query  Sd. — ^We  have  no  foreign  salt  here  for  sale ; 
:  two  years  ago  some  gentlemen  brought  a  few  bush- 
els from  Kashville,  and  sold  it  for  one  dollar  and 
eighty-seven  and  a  half  cents  per  fifty  pounds,  un- 
derselling the  salt  gentiemen  here  at  that  time. 
The  domestic  salt  has  got  lower  than  it  waa  four 
years  ago.  Then  It  waa  two  doUars  and  fifty  cents, 
now  one  dollar  and  eighty-seven  cents  to  two  dol- 
lars. 

The  freight  from  New  Orleans  to  Xashville  is  one 
cent  per  pound,  as  I  am  informed  by  a  merchant  of 
this  place,  and  from  Nashville  to  this  |dace  one  and 
a  qiurter  cents  per  pound. 

4tb.  There  is  a  depot  here,  and  another  at  Dittos 
Landing,  as  I  am  told,  for  seUing  salt.  These  [dacei 
are  about  fifty-five  miles  apart  by  land.  The  re* 
maining  part  of  the  question  I  do  not  know  any 
thing  about. 

6to.  Colonel  White,  as  I  have  been  informed  by 
good  anthori^,  leased  the  Preston  Mlt  worlu,  la 
what  is  called  New  Virginia,  for  nine  or  twelvo 
thousand  dollars  annually;  but  I  am  further  in- 
formed that  the  lease  is  out,  and  the  works  are  to 
go  into  active  operation  to  compete  with  White,  he 
having  let  them  lie  idle  heretofore ;  these  are  "  dead 
wells,^  but  the  number  of  dead  wells  he  has  I  am 
unable  to  inform  yon. 

etb.  Salt  is  sold  here  by  weight,  fifty  pounds  to 
the  bashel ;  and  fifty  ponndfl  (the  bushel)  of  the 
salt  which  I  tried,  (without  pressing,)  measured 
solid  inchee,making  4  gallons  1-^^% 
quarts,  dry  measure,  which  is  but  very  tittle  over 
half  a  measured  busheL  Therefore,  when  salt  is 
two  dollars  the  fifty  pounds,  we  have  to  pay  at  the 
rate  of  three  dollars  and  sixty-six  and  a  half  cents 
the  measured  bushel.  This  is  oppression  in  a  free 
country — this  Is  the  frolt  of  the  tuiff. 

'Jth.  In  selling  by  the  barrel,  the  weight  of  the 
barrel,  and  the  net  weight  of  salt,  is  sometimes,  and 
most  commonly,  placed  on  the  barrel;  bat  tho 
weight  of  the  buret  is  marked  much  Um  than  Its 
real  weight. 

Tlwy  make  no  deduction  for  the  drying  of  tbe 
salt  One  barrel  I  particulariy  weighed  out,  and  It 
lost  twenty  pounds ;  and  I  am  credibly  iiUbrmed 
that  some  have  lost  as  much  as  fifty. 

8th.  The  monopolists  here  sell  for  money,  or  cot- 
:  ton  at  the  cash  price,  wUdi  is  the  same  tUog  u 
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mooe;.  Tb«y  do  mrt  credit  their  salt.  There  are 
always  two  prices  for  cotton  here — a  caah  and  dis- 
count price.  Herchants,  in  taking  in  cotton  for 
their  accounts,  give  more  for  it  ttum  they  will  in 
monej;  and  thia  is  called  tb«  discouut  price.  The 
Bait  gentlemen  eell  Uielr  salt  for  cotton,  at  the  easb 
price.  The  remuning  part  of  the  query  I  know 
nothing  about, 

Sth.  The  monopolists  have  failen  here,  rince  they 
find  that  people  would  go  to  Nashville  for  their  salt, 
if  they  did  not.  But  they  know  at  what  price  to 
keep  it  up;  they  know  the  planters  cannot  take  the 
trouble  to  go  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  to  Nash- 
ville, to  get  a  little  salt ;  and  they  Imow  that  no 
person  dares  to  compete  with  them ;  as  they  could 
Instantly  reduce  the  price  of  their  salt,  and  thereby 
min  their  competitor. 

10th.  They  certainly  must  realize  great  gains,  or 
they  would  not  give  nine  or  twelve  thousand  dollars 
annually  for  one  manuftctory,  to  let  it  lie  idle. 
Why  does  pot  OoDgresa  lease  til  the  saltworks  in 
the  United  States,  uid  let  them  Ue  idle,  and  then 
knock  the  duty  off  of  salt.  If  they  wish  to  encourage 
the  manufacture  of  salt,  by  filling  the  pockets  of  the 
manufacturers!  It  would  be  much  better  for  the 
people.  They  would  be  great  gainers  by  purchas* 
ing  the  salt  works,  and  demolishing  them,  or  letting 
tbem  oat  at  a  small  rate,  and  then  striking  the  duty 
from  salt. 

The  remdmng  qaeries,  I  am  In  hopes,  will  find 
abler  penona  to  answer  them  than  I. 

Omtmuniaation  from  a  meeiiru  of  tfu  eitttem  of 
MaditoneourUy,  Alabmna,  ^th  of  Nouemher,  18S0, 
the  nbjeet  propoted  by  Dr.  WiUtam,  H,  Olatscock, 
and  autkenticaied  by  the  tignaturea  of  Thonuu 
Miller,  Praidtnt,  and  Charlet  A,  Jones,  Secretary, 
Answer  to  1st.  The  salt  consumed  here  is  almost 
•xclorively  obtained  from  Col.  James  White's  man- 
nfoctory,  of  Virginia,  and  sold  by  hia  agents  in  East 
Tennessee,  a  part  of  KorUi  Alabama,  and  West  Ten- 
nessee. 

2d.  We  can  give  no  definite  answer. 

8d.  The  price  of  domestic  salt  is  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  bushel,  by  the  barrel,  or  one 
doQar  and  serenl^-flve  cents  by  the  ungk  bushel. 
Foreign  satt  sells  at  abont  the  same.  The  freight 
of  salt,  from  New  Orleans  to  Huntsville,  is  about  one 
cent  and  three-fourths  per  pound. 

4th.  Colonel  White  has  salt  deposited  in  different 
parts  of  this  State,  and  others,  at  various  distances 
from  each  other,  say  ten  to  fifteen  miles. 

6th.  Preston's  works  were  for  some  time  discon- 
tinued for — say  ten  thousand  doUara  per  annum. 

6th.  Univeisalty  sold  by  weight,  albwing  fifty 
pounds  to  the  bushel;  ue  measured  bushel  will 
weigh  from  seventy  to  eighty  pounds. 

7th.  When  the  salt  is  weighed  out  of  the  barrel, 
it  seldom  holds  out,  and  frequently  loses  from  fire 
to  twenty  pounds.  We  may  add,  that,  however 
bonesUy  it  may  have  been  put  up  at  the  works,  it 
is  genendly  brought  down  in  open  boats,  sol^ect  to 
the  winter  raiua,  which  damage  it  more  or  less ; 
and  we  know  of  but  one  of  his  agents  who  sella  it 
any  other  way  than  by  the  marked  weight. 

Sth.  Salt  is  sold  for  nothing  else  but  ready  money. 

9th.  Salt  is  sold,  high  or  low,  according  to  com- 
petition. The  Eenhawa  ground  alum  and  liver- 
pool  are  brot^fat  in  but  sparingly,  which  is  the  only 
oompetidoD. 


10th.  We  believe  that  White  realizes  great  gains. 
We  are  sustained  in  this  ofriuion,  from  bis  carrying 
it  by  land  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  farther,  where 
he  meets  with  competition,  and  selling  it  for  less 
than  he  does  here. 

lltb.  Wholly  unfit. 

12th.  It  will  not  be  received  for  either 

13th.  We  can  give  no  correct  answer. 

14th.  It  is  indispensable  for  stock  of  all  kinds. 
It  is  thought  they  require  more  in  the  Western 
States  than  maritime  States,  owing,  probably,  to  the 
absence  of  the  sea  breeze,  and  vapor  impregnated 
with  salt  coming  from  the  sea,  and  alighting  on  the 
vegetable  matter.  Stock  of  all  kinds  should  be 
saited  twice  a  week ;  but,  owing  to  the  high  price 
of  salt,  the  stock  are  probably  not  salted  mora  tlutn 
once  in  two  weeks,  on  an  average.  From  the  best 
accounts,  three  thousand  barreu  of  salt  are  con- 
sumed animaUy  in  Madison  county,  averaging  about 
six  bushels  (of  fifty  pounds)  to  the  barrel.  The  pop- 
olation  being  about  twenty-seven  thousand,  rives  as 
an  average  of  thirty-three  pounds  and  one-third  to 
each  person.  Were  those  heavy  duties  taken  off, 
the  consumption  would  be  much  greater. 

16th.  Salt  is  thought  to  be  useful  in  preserving 
hay,  fodder,  and  clover;  each  will  keep  well  u 
sprinkled  over  with  it,  though  not  thoroughly  oured 
when  put  up.  Moreover,  our  pork  is  often  spoiled 
from  the  want  of  a  aufficienoj  of  salt  to  pack  it  ap 
in,  which  we  cannot  obtain  on  account  of  the  bin 
price.  Thousands,  and  tens  of  thousands  of  pouiulB 
are  often  lost  from  that  cironmstance  alone.  Alum 
salt  would  be  an  immense  sai^gto  North  Alabama, 
in  that  one  particular. 

Retolved,  tluirefvrt,  tmafitDwudtr,  That  the  delega- 
tion from  this  State,  as  w^ell  as  those  of  onr  sister 
States,  have  our  unfeigned  thuiks  for  their  exer- 
tions and  co-operation  in  the  htst  session  of  Con- 
gress, with  Hr.  Benton,  in  endeavoring  to  repeal  die 
duty  on  salt;  and  that  we  request  onr  delegation 
to  use  their  utmost  to  e^ct  the  repeal  of  a  tax  so 
burdensome  to  us,  and  of  no  alUmate  advantage  to 
any  State. 

Oommumcatiot^  fran  Oaimti  F.  W.  Bia1tn,fymer- 

Iv  of  North  Gtrolinaf  now  of  KvsrfrtmaTOugK, 

ftmieMM,  tbUed  Deeenther  8,  1880. 

Toar  favor  of  July  last,  propounding  fifteen  que- 
ries on  the  state  of  the  salt  trade  in  the  Western 
States,  was  received  in  due  time.  To  the  thirteen 
first  of  these  queries,  I  am  sure  that  the  commercial 
gentlemen  of  the  country  can  render  a  much  more 
correct  and  sadsfiwtory  answer  than  I  can. 

To  the  fourteenth  I  will  observe,  that  salt  is  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  the  good  condiUon  of  horses, 
homed  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs,  in  the  Western  States. 
It  is  beneficial  in  the  maritime  States  likewise,  and 
the  more  so  as  you  recede  from  the  seaboard.  The 
watery  constituent  parts  of  the  atmosphere  on  the 
seaboard  take  with  them  salt,  which  is  inhaled  by 
these  animal^  and  thereby  they  are  supplied  with 
that  salt  which  Is  necessa^  for  the  heuthfitl  con- 
dition of  all  animals,  both  granlvorous  and  herbu- 
lent,  and  to  some  of  those  that  are  carnivorous. 
The  quantity  of  salt,  per  head,  to  each  kind  of  stock, 
will  depend  on  the  food  with  which  they  are  sup- 
plied. If  with  grain,  less ;  if  with  herbs,  more  salt. 
I  am  sore,  if  the  price  of  salt  be  reduced,  the  farm- 
ers in  this  section  of  the  ooantry  would  give  their 
stock  a  better  sai^j,  and  that  their  improvement 
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irould  be  In  propordoa  to  the  iucreaaed  qnanUty 

Slveo.  To  err,  iy  an  ezceas,  ts  not  to  be  appre- 
cnded. 

I'd  the  fifteenth  query  I  will  remaric,  that  the  use 
of  Bait,  in  the  preserration  of  hay,  ia  well  expended. 
And  if  new  mowed  hay,  or  clover,  or  other  graasea, 
be  packed,  a  layer  of  hay,  and  a  layer  of  straw, 
^tber  wheat,  oats,  or  rye,  and  a  good  supply  of  salt 
to  each  kyer  be  added,  you  make  the  best  of  food 
for  horses  and  cattle. 

I  approve,  Tery  highly,  your  intention  to  repeal, 
if  ^ou  can,  the  salt  tax,  totally  and  promptly.  In 
this,  and  all  efiorts  of  your  useful  life,  J  wish  you 
loeceaa. 

OmmudeaHonA^  Omeral  William  Ball,  ofSmnr 
mr  «oiM^,  SWsMM,  datad  DtemAtr  8,  1S30. 
I  reoelredyonr  "  queries  oa  the  state  of  the  salt 
trade  in  the  western  States,"  in  due  time ;  and  hare 
delayed  atuwering  them,  only  that  I  might  obttun 
all  the  information  within  my  reach  necessary  to  a 
correct  reply.  The  queries  will  be  answered  in  the 
order  ia  which  they  are  proposed,  Kos.  1, 2,  &c.,  an- 
awerii^  to  the  correqwnding  pumbers  in  the  que- 
ries. 

1st.  The  salt  made  at  tiie  Eenhawm  works,  from 
whence  a  lanje  portion  of  the  supply  for  this  State, 
Ohio,  EentQcky)  Indiana,  and  IHinoia,  is  obtiined,  is 

monopolized. 

2d,  The  monopolists  have  depots  and  agents  In 
the  different  States,  supplied  by  them,  who  are  re- 
quired to  account  quarterly  for  sales,  which  are 
made  for  eash,  and  at  prices  fixed  by  the  monopo- 
lists. 

8d.  The  prices  of  domestic  and  foreign  salt  vary 
from  seventy  to  one  hundred  cents  per  bushel  of 
fifty  pounds.  Freight  from  New  Orieans  may  be 
had  at  fifty  cents  per  hundred  pounds. 

4th.  Answered  in  No.  S. 

5th.  I  hare  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  satisfac- 
tory inftirmaUon  as  to  this  query. 

6th.  Salt  is  8(dd  in  this  State,  and  throughout  the 
western  country,  by  weight.  The  measured  bushel 
weighs  from  twenty  to  twenty-flre  pounds  more 
than  the  weighed  biisheL 

Ith.  An  aUowance  is  made  for  the  wei^t  of  the 
barrel,  though  none  for  the  loes  of  salt  in  drying. 

8th.  Is  answered,  iu  part,  previously.  The  price 
is  higher  since  the  monopoly. 

9th.  The  price  of  salt  is  regulated  by  the  quaDli- 
ty  in  market.  The  quantity  of  foreign,  or  other  do- 
mestic salt,  brought  to  this  mat^et,  is  iiwousiderabie. 

loth.  The  monopolists  realize  great  gains. 

11th.  Althoo^  Kenhawa  salt  is  very  superior  to 
any  other  domMtic  salt  brought  to  this  market,  I 
am  Informed  that  neariy  all  the  beef  and  pork  from 
the  western  country  is  repuked  in  foreign  salt, 
either  for  shipment,  or  for  uie  anny  or  navy. 

12th.  See  No.  11. 

ISth.  I  am  not  informed  as  to  the  price  of  re- 
packing beef  or  pork  which  has  been  put  up  in  do- 
nmUo  sdt. 

14tii.  T%e  neoesrity  and  advantage  of  giving  salt 
to  stock  of  every  kind  ia  universally  admitted.  It 
is  indispensable  in  the  Western  States,  and  ought  to 
be  given  to  all  kinds  of  stock  about  once  a  week, 
and  to  each  head  of  horses  or  cattle  from  two  to 
fonr  ounces  at  a  time,  and  less  than  half  that  quan- 
tity to  sheep  or  hogs,  though  farmers  in  this  section 
are  prevented  from  giving  thtir  stock  the  necessary 
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quantum  of  salt,  owing  to  the  high  price  of  the  ar- 
ticle. 

I6th.  The  use  and  advantage  of  salt  in  preserv- 
ing of  hay,  fodder,  and  clover,  is  admitted  by  all 
practical  farmers,  although  but  few  avul  themselves 
of  the  advantage,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  and 
high  price  of  salt 

CimmMKieatum from  lAaitatumt  Gufwnar  BrtatMt^ 
of  Kmiueky,  dated  RiuaeUvaU,Ifbt.  18,1880. 

Xy  information  wHI  not  enable  me  to  answer 
your  fitvor  on  the  state  of  the  salt  trade  in  detail 

From  the  general  opinion  on  the  subject,  tlurs 
is  no  doabt  there  was,  during  the  last  year,  an  ex- 
tensive salt  monopoly  supplied  from  the  Kenhawa 
works.  Depots  were  had  principally  on  the  water- 
courses for  salt,  where  it  was  vended  by  ttieir 
agents,  sometimes  on  a  credit  of  four  or  dx  months. 
Whether  it  continues  the  present  season,  I  am  not 
advised.  Those  depots  extended  to  Tennessee. 
Sales  were  made  for  money.  There  is  but  littie 
foreign  salt  brought  into  this  neighborhood :  I  can- 
not, therefore,  state  the  difference  in  price.  This 
neighborhood  is  supplied  from  the  Illinois  saline, 
and  the  Kenhawa  sslt  from  the  latter  ia  preferred  to 
preserve  meat.  It  is  not  so  white  and  dean  as  that 
from  the  saline.  It  is  tunaUy  sold  by  wels^t— 60 
lbs.  to  the  bushel,  vhen  sold  by  the  barrel  Ths 
tare  of  the  barrel  is  taken  ol^  and  the  salt  is  genera 
ally  weighed  at  the  time  of  sale.  It  is,  howevtf, 
sometimes  otherwise.  About  this  time  last  year, 
the  common  price,  at  this  place,  was  one  dollar  per 
bushel;  now,  it  may  be  purchased  at  seventy 4v4 
cents.  There  la  no  doubt  that  salt  is  indiapennblo 
for  the  use  of  stock,  and  partioulariy  in  tiiis  country, 
Uuch  stock  has  been  raised  upon  the  grazing  the 
forest  affords,  and  if  they  are  furnished  [4entifuUy 
with  salt,  they  are  &t.  Hence  the  necessity  of  its 
being  as  cheap  as  posuble,  and  because,  also,  of  its 
universal  use  by  alL  I  was  pleased  at  the  reduction 
of  the  duties  bat  session  on  coflbe,  tea,  molasDSB, 
and  salt.  I  sbonld  be  pleased,  however,  to  see  the 
duties  retuned  on  manufactured  articles,  so  that 
our  own  manufiu^ri^  may  enter  into  competition 
with  foreign  ones,  and  make  a  reasonable  profit.  I 
would  sot  have  them  to  have  unreasonable  profit : 
then  it  would  be  a  tax  upon  one  portion  for  tlie 
ben^t  of  the  other.  The  point  to  stop  at  is  one  i^ 
difficulty,  and  requires  great  experience  and  mnd» 
reaeard). 

I  shonld  be  pleased  to  hesr  &«n  yon  oeearionally. 

Btatmtiao/theBhn.  Mr.  Lym  <if  Kmtvehg. 

That,  being  a  member  of  a  meroantile  boose  which 
received  a  quantity  of  salt  from  the  Kenhawa  Salt 
Company,  to  sell  on  commission,  in  the  years  1826 
— ^,  with  instructions  to  sell  at  the  original  mark 
or  lick  weight,  finding  many  of  the  barrols  greatly 
deficient  In  weight,  varying  from  10  to  20  per 
cent.,  they  reweigbed,  and  sold  a  quantity  at  the 
real  weight ;  that,  when  the  agent  in  the  company 
came  on,  be  was  dtisatlsfled,  and  said  it  vaa  tbeir 
custom  to  sell  elsewhere  at  the  original  mark,  and 
that  it  must  be  so  sold  there,  which  they  refused  to 
do.  The  agency,  and  the  salt  on  hand,  were  trans-  ^ 
ferred  to  other  hands;  and  that  he  has  ^at  reason 
to  believe  the  necessities  of  the  peoide,  m  many  in- 
stances, compelled  them  to  purchase  the  deficient 
barrels  at  thur  marked  vd^t. 
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Also,  that  being  in  company  with  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Benton,  of  the  Senate,  in  ascending  the  Ohio  from 
CSncinBati,  last  fall,  on  board  the  steamboat  Emi- 
erant,  said  to  belong  to,  and  be  is  the  employ  of 
ute  Kenbawa  Salt  Company,  which  was  towii^  a 
IcMtboat  to  MajirUle,  Keatueky,  loaded  with  altim 
or  fbraiga  lalt,  and  deliTared  there  for  th»  purpose 
ctf  Nhlog  ]fatk  in  that  part  of  Kentiioky. 

OammmieatimJ^nm.  Otneral  MUroy,  of  J>ttfhi,  In- 
diana,  dated  if  <m.  26,1830. 

I  received  yonr  letter  requesting  iDformation  rel- 
atire  to  the  salt  trade  of  this  country.  Uy  limited 
acquaintance  with  mercantile  bu^neae  will  enable 
me  to  Bay  but  little  from  my  own  knowledge  on  the 
subject,  I  can  say,  however,  that  the  beliefis  uni- 
Tciml,  and  uncontradicted  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, that  agents  employed  by  the  salt  mano&cturers 
furnish  excluairely  the  supply  of  ihat  article  for  the 
Tallcy  of  the  Wabash ;  and  that  none  is  permitted 
to  be  Tended  by  others,  so  far  as  ean  be  prevented 
by  them;  and  that  those  agents  are  regulated  by 
fixed  prices,  under  which  they  may  not  sell,  but  can 
niae  the  price  in  proportiim  to  the  demand.  It  is 
also  beUered  that  a  soardty  of  aalt  ia  frequently  oc- 
oaaloned  by  the  inadequacy  of  the  mimufactoiieB  to 
produce  swBcient  supplies,  or  that  those  monopo- 
wti  hoard  it  up  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  exor- 
Intant  prices ;  neither  of  which  causes  would  oper- 
ate to  produce  the  scarcity  and  high  price  so  op- 
premive  to  the  West,  was  the  salt  tnde  left  open  to 
the  natural  course  of  competftlon. 

He  monopoly  of  the  salt  trade  b  notorious,  and 
1b  one  of  the  greatest  grievances  to  be  complained 
of  in  the  West ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  unre- 
stricted importation  of  alum  salt  is,  perhaps,  the 
only  method  which  can  be  adopted  effectually  to 
break  it  down,  unless  Congress  should  think  proper 
to  declare  it  a  criminal  oflfence  to  attempt  a  monop- 
oly of  any  artide  of  aeceasary  consumption,  as  the 
British  pariiament  has  done,  and  render  such  offence 
punishable  by  fine  and  Imprisbnment,  irtdch  even 
would  not  be  so  efTectual. 

It  will  not  be  &puted  but  that  a  supply  of  alum 
salt  is  necessary  in  the  West,  even  if  the  domestic 
salt  was  obtainable  unembarrassed  by  monopoly, 
from  Its  superior  qualities  in  the  preservation  of 
beef  and  poifc  In  a  louthem  maritet,  where  we  must 
of  neoeadty  send  oar  Hitilns  of  those  articles.  It 
is  beUevpd  by  stock  rauer&  that  a  much  larger 
quantity  of  salt  is  neoeeaarj  for  stock  in  the  West- 
em  than  in  the  Atlantic  St^ea,  owing,  doubtless,  to 
the  nature  of  the  food  on  which  they  are  subnsted, 
and  the  diseases  to  irtiieh  Uiey  are  sotyect. 

I  shonid  have  lieen  mnoh  grati&sd  to  iMive  t»een 
able  to  furnish  yon  InformamQ  on  all  the  points  on 
which  yon  request  it,  and  should  have  done  it  most 
cheerfully  bad  I  been  in  possession  of  it.  Not 
doubting,  however,  but  that  the  method  you  have 
taken  will  elicit  it  in  abundance,  I  ahall,  therefore, 
rest  satisfied,  anxiously  deuring  the  suoceaafol  result 
of  your  efforts  to  rep«d  tlw  salt  tax  entirely,  eon- 
curring  with  you  in  opinion  that  it  it  the  hM  ser- 
vice that  can  be  rendered  to  the  West  next  to  the 
graduation  of  the  price  of  public  lands :  in  both  of 
which  great  western  meaaurea,  yon  liave  the  con- 
onrrenoe  of  a  vast  minority  of  tlie  West  most  ar- 
dently wuhing  y«D  neeess. 


ConanuniecOion  from  GFensral  Tipton,  of  /ndjonOi 
dattd  IiOgansport,  Indiajut,  Nov.  24, 1830. 
Toor  printed  letter  of  July  last  hag  been  duly  re- 
ceived, and  I  have  made  strict  Inquiry  of  merchants, 
and  oUier  gentlemen  of  intelligence  of  this  vicinity, 
in  relatim  to  the  salt  monopoly.  From  facts  col- 
lected from  them,  and  some  witbia  my  own  knowl- 
edge, I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there  is, 
and  has  been  for  years,  a  monopoly  of  that  article, 
to  the  great  iijoiy  of  tlw  poorer  class  of  the  people 
of  Indiana. 

Deports  for  the  sale  of  salt  are  established  along 
the  Ohio  and  the  Wabash  Bivers,  at  from  thirty  to 
forty  milee  from  each  other,  by  monopolists  &om 
Kenhawa,  in  Yirginia,  and  from  Kentucky.  One 
agent  of  these  monopolists  is  at  this  village; 
another  at  La&yette,  forty  miles  below,  who  rise 
or  foil  in  their  prices  according  to  the  oranpetitiOD 
they  meetf  and,  by  this  means,  t^kpresa  the  poor,  and 
amass  wealth  to  tlumsetres  to  a  Tery  large  amount 
per  annum. 

The  salt  manufiustored  at  the  wells  at  Eenhnwa, 
and  in  Kentucky,  will  not  preserve  pork  in  the 
southern  climate.  In  the  winter  of  1822  I  descend- 
ed the  rivers  to  New  Orleans,  with  a  quairtity  of 
pork  put  np  with  salt,  made  at  the  wells  of  these 
monopolists.  Sotm  after  ray  arrival  at  New  Orleans 
I  was  compelled  to  purchase  Turk^  Island  salt,  and 
repack  my  pork ;  thereby  incurring  an  expense  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  douara. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  of  great  benefit 
to  Indiana  to  repeal  the  law  levying  a  duty  on  for- 
Mgn  salt. 

Communication  from  J.  G.  Reed,  Etq.,  member  of  the 

Senate  in  the  Slate  of  Indiana,  dated  Warning- 
ton  County,  Nov.  80,  1830. 

I  received  yours  of  July  last,  and  am  sorry  that 
it  is  not  in  my  power  to  pve  you  a  more  full  ac- 
count of  the  sul^eot  matter  therein  oontained.  Rel- 
ative to  the  act  of  last  winter  reducing  the  duty 
on  salt,  I  have  only  to  say  that,  in  this  section,  it 
met  with  almost  universal  satisfaction,  and  a  great 
anxiety  is  expressed  that  the  entire  duty  be  taken 
off  this  winter. 

I  now  proceed  to  answer,  in  a  brief  and  condee 
manner,  a  few  of  the  queries  propounded  by  you. 

Ist.  "  Whether  the  trade,"  &c.— It  is,  but  at 
what  worlu  particularly  I  do  not  know.  The  mo- 
nopoly extends  throughout  this  State,  and,  I  am  in- 
formed, generally  throughout  the  Western  States. 

Sd.  "  The  price,"  4tc — Domestic  aalt  is  $1  2S ; 
foreign  $1  60.  The  freight  from  New  Orleuis  is 
one  dollar  per  hundred. 

4th.  "Whether,**  &c.— They  have;  the  depots 
are  generally  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles. 

dth.  "Whether  salt,"  &c— It  ia  sold  by  weight, 
60  lbs.  to  the  bushel ;  a  weighed  bushel  will  not 
measure  more  than  three  pecks. 

8th.  "  Whether,"  &c.— They  sell  only  for  cash  in 
band.   The  price  is  higher  since  the  monopoly. 

9th.  "  Do  thoj"  &c.— I  do  not  know,  but  pre- 
'  some  they  do.   Forugn  salt  competes  with  them. 

nth.  "  Whether,"  Ac— It  is  not. 

12th.  "  The  expense,"  Ac. — Some  few  years  ago,  I 
had  a  number  of  barrels  repacked  in  New  Orleans, 
which  had  been  put  up  in  domestic  salt :  it  cost  me 
$1  12^  per  barrel,  and  12^  cents  for  eaoh  hoop  that 
was  furnished  in  the  place  of  those  that  got  broken 
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in  the  process.  I  presuma  the  pEioa  is  near^  tbe 
same  yet. 

14th.  "  The  neceB^tj,"  &c.-^t  to  stock  Id  this 
coontry  is  of  peat  Importance ;  without  it,  bnt  few 

could  be  raised.  It  prevents  maaj  disorders,  Ac. ; 
and  many  farmers  here  are  proTented,  from  the 
high  price  and  scarcity  of  salt,  to  give  them  what 
they  need. 

15th.  "The  ase,**  &e — It  is  of  great  uae.  It  is 
finiiid  to  be  an  adrantage  of  at  least  60  per  cMit.  to 
luy,  particularly  prairie  bay,  that  is  of  little  or  no 
HBO  without  salt ;  la  found  to  be  almost  eqoal  to  fod- 
der when  properly  pat  up  in  salt. 

ComnaMieationfrom  Gen.  W.  M.  SarrUon^  cfOhio, 
dated  Wadni^lon  CUy^  Feb.  5,  1831. 

I  hare  always  supposed,  and  erery  year's  expe- 
rience confirms  me  in  the  oiHoion,  that  the  duty  on 
salt  (at  least  the  higher  rate  of  duty  lately  pfud) 
was  injurious  to  the  interest  of  agriculture  in  that 
part  of  the  Western  country  in  which  I  remde. 
One  of  our  staples,  and  the  one  which  I  believe 
yields  the  most  profit  tothefiutoer,ispork.  The  in- 
crease of  its  maou&cture  (if  I  may  eo  call  it,  mean- 
ing the  preparation  of  it  in  barrels  for  exportation) 
is  altogether  astonishing.  It  is  believed  that,  in 
Cincinnati  alone,  there  were  slaughtered  and  pack- 
ed this  year  one  hundred  thousand  bogs,  averaging 
at  least  alx  dollars,  and  tbus  scattenng  $600,000 
amongst  the  ftrmers.  It  is  asoertained,  beyond 
contraidiottoa,  that  sea  salt  is  neoeenary  to  prevent 
its  spoiling  in  its  passage  through  the  hot  climate 
of  the  Mi^ssippi,  in  its  course  to  a  foreign  market, 
or  to  our  owu  Atlantic  ports.  In  both  of  these,  our 
pork,  of  late  years,  has  acquired  a  very  high  charac- 
ter. This  Is  due  to  tbe  experience  which  has  been 
acquired  in  packing,  and  to  tbe  exclusive  use,  when 
it  can  be  procured,  of  sea  salt.  Befbre  that  article 
was  brought  to  Cincinnati  by  the  steamtioats,  the 
pork  which  was  prepared  with  the  Western  salt  was 
always  repacked  at  New  Orleans,  when  sent  to  a 
market  beyond  that  place,  at  an  expense  of  one 
dollar  per  barrel,  and  sometimes  with  a  consid- 
erable deduction  from  the  quantity,  from  the  re- 
jection of  tainted  [decM.  And,  indeed,  after  ite 
arrival  at  the  foreign  market,  it  brought  a  much 
less  price  than  the  pork  of  the  Atlantic  States, 
which  had  been  cured  with  sea  salt.  From  these 
&ct8,  it  must  be  evident  that,  in  proportion  to  tbe 
abundance  and  the  cheapness  of  sea  salt  in  the  city 
of  Cincinnati,  tbe  price  of  pork  must,  in  a  great 
measure,  be  governed,  and  the  price  in  that  great 
mart  governs  it  in  the  surrounding  States. 

In  tbe  year  1826  or  '7,  the  po»  market  opened 
in  Cincinnati  tolerably  well ;  but  the  pork  dealers 
from  the  Atlantic  cities,  finding  a  great  deficiency 
of  sea  salt,  and  that  at  a  Tery  hwi  price,  refused 
to  purchase,  and  the  article  fell  to  f2  and  |^  60  per 
hundred. 

The  objection,  fn  the  Western  eountry,  that  has 
been  urged  agdost  aboUshing  or  reducing  tbe  duty 
on  salt  ia,  the  apprehendoa  uiat  it  may  destroy  the 
Western  manufactories  of  that  article.  Against  the 
probability  of  this  occurrence  is  the  fact  of  the 
advance  of  price  in  the  domestic  article  of  from 
seventy-Sve  to  one  hundred  per  centum  in  the 
course  of  nx  or  seren  years.  I  am  not  able  to  say 
what  is  the  cost  of  manufacturing  the  domestio  arti- 
cle at  the  several  wotka  in  the  Western  country. 
I  htTe  nnderfltood,  and  b^n,  that  from  thlr^  to 


thirty-five  cents  was  conddered  a  fair  price  for  it  in 
Cincinnati  some  years  ago.  It  is  not  now  sold 
lower  than  fifty  cents;  and,  for  seme  time,  in  De- 
cember last,  sixty'two  ud  a  half  cents  per'  bushel 
of  50  lbs.  was  charged  for  it 

I  will  add  the  fbrUier  &ct  against  the  successftd 
competition  of  the  imported  with  the  Western  salt 
for  domestio  purposes,  for  which  the  latter  is  equally 
good  with  tbe  former,  that  the  salting  of  pork  com- 
mencing In  tbe  beginning  of  December,  the  salt 
must  be  imported  In  the  spring  which  Is  intended 
to  supply  the  market — the  usually  low  state  of  the 
rivers  in  the  summer  and  fall  preventing  the  navi- 
gation in  these  seasons.  The  inreetment  of  money, 
therefore,  by  the  merchant  in  the  article  must  be 
made  at  least  aU  months  before  be  can  effect  a  sale 
of  it. 

Ofmmufuetdion  from  John  C.  Webh,  JSig.y  of  Hit- 
louri,  dated  Cape  CHrterdeau,  emmiy  of  Jaek9(m, 
Nofiembtr  24,  1880.  . 

I  saw  In  the  Jackson  Xercuiy,  August  80,  a  re- 
quest of  yours  to  tbe  citizens  of  the  West,  for  In- 
formation  or  answers  to  several  queries  on  the  ar- 
ticle of  salt.  Considering  myself  interested  in  the 
matter,  I  shall  endeavor  to  answer  them  so  ftr  as 
my  own  knowledge  of  tbe  matter  extends. 

To  tbe  first  query  I  know  but  little  of  myself 
further  than  this:  there  are  some  merchants 
amongst  us  that  have  been  aMdied  to  for  salt,  and 
proposed  trade  in  payment;  tneb  reply  was,  they 
were  selling  on  cumnisrion,  and  could  take  nothing 
else  but  money  for  it 

The  second  query  I  know  notUug  about 

8d.  Tbe  price  of  domestic  sait  in  Jackson,  varies 
fi^m  one  dollar  to  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  per 
fifty  pounds,  and  that  weighed  with  old  rusty  ateel- 
yaras  that  wQl  not  preponderate,  for  eight  or  ten 
pounds.  Foreign  wit  is  never  lower  than  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cmts  per  fifiy  pounds.  Do- 
mestic, by  the  barrel,  varies  from  seventy-five  to 
eighty-seven  and  a  half  cents;  foreign  ditto,  one 
dollar  per  fifty  pounds  by  the  sack,  after  paying  for 
the  weight  ofr  uie  saol^  and  then  adding  fifty  c«Dta 
more  for  the  sack.  The  common  frei^tage  fVom 
New  Orleans  to  the  Cape,  from  seventy4ve  cents  to 
one  dollar  per  hundred. 

4th.  As  to  this  query  I  know  nothing  of  myael£ 

6th.  This  I  likewise  know  nothing  about. 

6th.  This  query  I  have  answered  as  to  tbe  weight 
per  bushel,  mily  the  measured  bushel,  which,  as 
near  as  I  can  say  pointed,  domestic  salt  will  weigh 
from  sixty-five  to  seventy,  foreign  ditto,  frmn 
seventy-five  to  eighty-five. 

7th.  In  selling  by  the  barrel,  thirty  pounds  are  al- 
lowed for  tbe  barrel ;  if  you  take  It  by  tbe  nominal 
quantity,  you  pay  seventy^ve  cents ;  but  If  yo« 
have  it  weighed,  d^ty-seven  and  a  half  cents  Is 
most  common.  '  ' 

8th.  As  to  the  manner  of  selBi^,  It  Is  fiw  money 
alone,  and  that  in  band ;  no  produce  nor  credit  m 
the  case  will  answer. 

9th.  It  appears  that  there  Is  no  competition  here ; 
when  there  is  a  scarcity  it  Is  sure  to  rise,  and  plottj 
never  brings  it  down  lower  than  tbe  abovMtated 
prices. 

lOtL  This  qnerj  I  cannot  answer. 

lltb.  As  to  domestio  salt  they  will  not  recfdve 
beef  or  pork  {dekled  with  it,  and  it  does  not  answer 
for  butter  for  exportation. 
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ISth.  Beef  nor  pork  will  be  received  ia  New 
Orieuu  if  put  up  in  common  salt. 

IStb.  If  nj  doea  go  down  put  up  in  common 
•alt,  it  has  to  be  repacked  with  one  bushel  of  alum 
«alt  for  each  barrel. 

14th.  I  have  long  experienced  the  advantage  of 
giving  salt-to  stock  of  every  kind ;  if  I  am  working 
BIT  horses,  and  the;  Sail  eating,  give  them  salt  or 
nit  and  water  to  drink;  I  Scorer  it  immediately 
restores  them  to  thdr  appetite,  and  they  perform 
th^  labor  much  better.  Through  the  winter  I  salt 
tbrai  twice  a  week,  and  through  the  working  season 
every  other  day.  I  find  it  necessary  to  salt  cattle 
through  the  winter  once  a  week;  they  eat  their 
rough  food  much  better,  and  look  better  in  the 
•I«ug;  and  when  the  grass  and  herbs  begin  to  put 
up,  I  find  it  necessary  to  sslt  every  other  day,  and 
then  through  the  summer  twice  a  week,  and  have 
always  noticed,  if  I  neglected  saltiug  one  week,  my 
milch  cows  &Ued  of  their  milk.  I  have  some  neigh- 
bors that  seldom  Bait  their  stock  at  all,  and  I  uke 
notice  that  my  cattle  look  as  well  in  the  spring  as 
theirs  do  in  the  folL  Thar  reason  for  not  salting 
they  say  is,  that  adt  is  so  dear.  Sheep  and  hogs 
Te<inire  salt  at  any  rate  once  ft  mek  through  the 
summer ;  hogs  put  up  &tten  much  better  by  being 
well  salted. 

IStb.  The  advantage  of  salt  for  damaged  bay  t 
know  is  great.  I  have  seen  hay  that  looked  like  it 
vas  almmt  entirely  spoiled,  and  when  stacked  up 
with  salt,  cattle  eat  it  dean,  and  looked  well;  but 
•alt  seUksso  Ugh  ult  does, prevents  us  poor  peo- 
I^e  from  ba^g  it  by  us  even  for  the  use  of  our 
■took  and  {Nclding  up  our  meat,  as  nothing  but 
money  will  get  it.  Go  to  a  metobant,  and  ask  if  he 
wants  any  Idnd  of  produce ;  if  he  says  yes — well,  I 
will  bring  it  at  such  a  day — I  want  some  salt  to 
pickle  up  my  meat,  for  I  have  got  no  money — his 
reply  is,  my  nit  ia  a  cash  article;  I  cannot  sell  it 
for  im^laee.  Well,  I  am  obliged  to  have  nit;  if 
yon  win  trust  me  &  little  while,  I  wiU  pay  you  the 
money  for  It  His  reply  then  is,  I  merely  bring 
salt  for  accommodation ;  I  m^e  nothing  on  it ;  I 
must  have  the  money  down,  or  otherwise,  will  reply, 
I  am  selling  on  commisaon,  and  am  obliged  to  have 
the  miniey.  On  these  terms  I  have  known  men  to 
do  without  nit  ontll  they  bad  sofl^d  conriderably 
for  wont  of  that  article,  unless  they  could  borrow 
of  a  neighbor. 

Honorable  rir,  if  your  interference  in  Congress 
con  mitigate  the  matter,  it  wiU  confer  %  very  re- 
quisite &vor  on  our  neighborhood. 

Mr.  6.,  after  reading  or  referring  to  these 
commanications,  which  were  given  under  the 
authors^  names,  stated  that  had  another  of 
very  material  import  which  he  would  read  to 
the  Senate,  bat  withont  the  name.  He  had  the 
less  relactance  in  doing  this,  because  he  had 
endeavored  to  giro  to  the  agent  of  the  Kenhawa 
Company,  who  had  been  in  attendance  upon  the 
ottier  Honse  dnring  the  session,  an  opportunity 
to  answer.  He  had  communicated  the  state- 
ment to  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Mana- 
fttctnre^  whose  nune  he  was  at  liberty  to  men- 
tion, (Ur.  J.  B.  Babboub,  of  VlrgiDia,)  for  the 
express  porpose  of  enabling  the  agent  to  answer 
it  before  that  committee,  but  who  had  not 
availed  himaelf  of  that  opportunity. 
Statm^Ht  of  a  eitiMm  of  JC§nhmea,  fitnmhtd  a» 
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guillity,  bat  mth  the  mm6$  of  the  paytrt  and 
reetivtra  m  tA«  "  d»ad  wU "  nwfm ;  tat  ntmat 
being  now  omitted,  aaiti*  not  tne  oigeet  of  Mr.  B, 
to  interfere  mih  individuals,  but  to  expoee  a  tyOan. 

*'Dead  weDs  are  now  common  at  the  Eenhawa 
saUnes,  and  are  giving  to  the  place  a  dilaindated 
and  melancholy  appearooee,  and  dcnng  a  real  in- 
jury to  the  country.  There  are  many  of  these  dead 
wells,  and  mouopolizen  pay  the  owner  for  letting 
them  remain  idle.  •  •  •  and  re- 
ceive about  $1,500  per  annum  for  two  dead  wells. 

*  *  *  receives  about  $3,000  per  annum  for 
one.  •  •  «  about  $1,600  per -annum  for  an- 
other. Many  others  receive  less  or  greater  sums 
upon  the  same  terms.  Besides  deaa  wells,  there 
are  also  nnbom  wells,  whose  owners  are  paid  for 
not  letting  them  be  dog.  I  know  several  of  this 
kind.  «  •  •  receives  $1,250  per  annum  not  to 
dig  a  well  on  his  land;  •  •  *  receives  $1,500 
annually  on  the  some  terras ;  *  *  *  recdvea 
$2,500  per  annum  In  the  same  way ;  and  Z  have 
no  doubt,  many  others,  and  it  is  all  a  thing  of  noto- 
riety In  tbe  n^^boihood.  Before  the  monopoly, 
the  price  of  salt  was  about  a  shilling  a  bushel,  as  it 
is  called,  and  as  often  under  as  above  that  price, 
and  it  could  be  got  for  any  kind  of  trade ;  since  the 
monopoly,  it  la  fifty  eenta  cash,  and  none  will  be 
sold  for  retail  to  the  people  of  the  States,  except  to 
those  who  will  bind  themselves  to  avoid  compe- 
tition with  the  monopolizets  at  their  depots.  The 
company  that  monopolize  the  works  are  the  chief 
shippers,  and  through  their  agents  retail  to  the 
people  in  most  of  the  Western  States,  fixing  their 
own  price,  their  own  weight,  and  the  quantity 
which  each  State  Is  to  have,  except  so  for  as  they 
are  interfered  with  by  alum  salt  from  Kew  Orleans. 

After  reading,  or  referring  to  the  extracts  of 
evidence,  taken  before  the  Committee  of  the 
British  House  of  Commons  on  the  salt  duties, 
and  reading  or  stating  the  communications  re- 
ceived by  himself  from  citizens  of  the  Western 
States,  Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  make  coi^oas  and 
extended  remarks  npon-  the  uses  (h  salt  in 
agriculture  and  mannfaotnres;  the  difibrenoe 
between  the  impure  and  inforior  salt  made  by 
boiling  well  water,  and  the  clean,  pare,  and 
crystaLlized  salt  made  by  the  rays  of  the  sun, 
hi  hot  climates,  out  of  the  water  of  the  sea ;  the 
variety  of  uses  to  which  the  well  water  salt 
was  whol^  unfit  and  inadequate ;  and  the  cruel 
injustice,  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, of  expeUiQg  the  pure  salt  from  the  coun- 
try by  an  oppressive  tax,  which  might  other- 
wise be  had  both  cheap  and  abundant,  for  the 
purpose  of  compelling  tnem  to  iise  the  inferior 
salt  at  an  enormous  and  unconscionable  price. 

1,  He  remarked  on  the  value  of  salt  to  stook; 
as  proved  by  both  the  English  and  American 
testimony.  It  was  proved  that  the  health  of 
tJl  animals  was  preserved  by  it ;  and  with  this 
preservation  of  health,  ensued  all  the  advantages 
of  increased  growth  and  fattening,  prolongied 
life,  multiplied  offspring ;  and  superior  flavor 
to  tbe  flesh,  ^e  milk,  the  butter,  the  cheese, 
the  bacon,  beef,  and  pork,  which  were  made 
from  them.  In  England,  it  was  computed  that 
the  advantage  to  the  stock  from  all  these  sources 
was  36  per  oent       annum.  On  one  £ann  it 
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was  rated  at  about  88^  per  oent. ;  and  the  ag- 
gregate advantage,  or  rather  the  aggregate  loss 
to  the  formers  for  want  salt,  was  stated  to 
exceed  the  annual  amonntof  thetax,  vhiohvas 
about  7,000,000  dollars. 

2.  He  remarked  on  the  necessity  of  sun-made 
salt  for  butter  and  cheese.  If  put  up  in  com- 
mon salt,  the  butter  soon  became  rancid,  and 
sold  at  less  than  half  the  price  of  alum  salt  but- 
ter at  Kew  Oiieans  and  in  the  West  IiuUes. 
He  atlnbnted  thegenenlinfertorify  of  American 
cheese  to  the  impure  salt  which  was  used  in 
nuking  it;  and  dwelt  upon  the  articles  of 
cheese  and  butter  as  sources  of  wealth  to  the 
8to(}k-raieang  States,  if  duly  improved  hy  the 
use  of  pure  salt.  He  said  the  exports  of  the 
last  years  had  reached  the  value  of  $177,000 
per  annum ;  which,  though  considerable,  was  a 
trifle  compared  to  the  consumption  in  our 
towns,  and  the  export  to  the  Lower  Mississippi. 
He  ccmsidered  tiie  fiumers  as  losing  the  one- 
half  of  their  whole  sales  of  butter  and  cheese, 
bj  using  artificial  salt,  made  by  men,  instead 
of  using  the  natural  orystalUaed  salt,  made  by 
nature.  To  the  cows  on  dairy  ftrms,  it  was 
proved  in  England,  that  half  a  budiel  of  aalt  per 
annum  was  necessary;  and  the  milk,  butter, 
and  cheese,  all  were  richer  and  better  flavored 
when  that  quantity,  or  more,  was  given.  Com- 
mon salt  would  do  for  the  cows  to  lick ;  bat 
alum  salt  was  indispensable  for  butter  and 
cheese  that  was  to  be  long  kept  or  exported. 

8.  In  the  article  of  bacon  ne  estimated  the 
loss  at  nearly  one-half  in  using  tiie  fire-made 
salt  Such  bacon  would  not  sell  for  much  more 
than  half  price  in  any  of  our  market  towns,  and 
could  not  De  carried  to  the  Southern  dinutes, 
or  exported,  without  danger  of  apculing,  and 
beooming  a  total  loss.  Siuh  bacon  was  often 
a  drug  in  the  market  at  Hew  Orieana  at  two 
ceuts  a  pound,  a  mere  refase  aitide  at  tlut 
price,  while  the  alum  aalt  bacon  wM  a  ready  sale 
at  six  or  ei^t  cents, 

4.  In  pickled  pork. — ^For  this  purpose  alum 
salt  was  indispensable.  The  artificial  salt 
would  answV  no  purpose.  The  poisonous  in- 
grediwts  called  slack  and  bittern,  which  it 
contiuned,  corrupted  the  pork  in  warm  climates, 
and  the  soluble  nature  of  the  salt  itself,  by  dia- 
Bolving  immediately,  brought  all  the  pieces  in 
contact,  and  made  each  assist  in  destroyiog  the 
other.  The  crystalliaed  salt,  beaidea  being  free 
from  slack  and  bitteon,  is  large  in  the  grain, 
and  so  far  insoluble  that  a  layer  of  it  remains 
for  years  between  each  piece  of  meat,  and*  act- 
ing as  a  perpetoal  preservative.  Mr.  B.  said 
that  bacon  might  be  made,  after  a  fiashion,  witb 
boiled  salt ;  but  pickled  pork  not  at  idL  For 
that  purpose,  the  sun-made  salt  was  a  tine  qua 
turn.  For  want  of  this  salt,  the  Western  farm- 
ers had  got  into  the  general  custom  of  making 
bac(Hi,  whereby  they  kwt  about  one-third  of  the 
product  of  their  hog-stock ;  for  the  bacon  dried 
and  wasted  near  a  third  'by  the  time  it  was 
sold,  and  would  then  sell  for  no  more  than 
pidued  pork,  which  lost  not  an  onnoe  in  wdght 
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from  the  day  it  was  put  into  the  barrel  till  sold. 
A  difference  of  one-third  to  be  saved  in  the 
annual  product  of  the  hog-stock,  would  be  im- 
mense to  the  fanners;  and  this  difference 
would  be  saved  by  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on 
alum  salt. 

6.  In  pickled  beef.— For  this  putpose  alum 
salt  is  absolutely  indispensable.  Beef  could  not 
be  pickled  without  it;  uid,  therefore,  to  find  a 
market,  the  beef  cattle  were  drina  off  npom 
the  hoot  .  2Cr.  B.  pronounced  it  to  be  a  lonng 
business,  a  most  disadvantageons  trsflSc,  to  anr 
country  to  drive  away  its  beef  cattle  to  be  sold 
on  the  hoof.  The  imme^ate  loss  in  that  oper- 
ation was  nearly  one-half  the  value  of  Uie  beeJ^ 
and  the  whole  loss  of  the  hide,  tallow,  and  offal ; 
the  consequential  loss  was,  in  the  purchase  of 
leather  ana  manufactures  of  leather,  and  the 

E>urohase  of  soap  and  candles,  and  also  in  the 
OSS  of  leather,  soap,  and  candles  for  exporta- 
tion. Pickled  beef  in  New  Orleans  was  usually 
from  eight  to  twelve  dollua  a  barr^  which 
was  from  four  to  six  cents  a  pound.  Tb» 
farmers  of  tlie  "West  usually  sdl  their  cattle  at 
from  1^  to  H  oeata  per  pound ;  thus  Buffering 
a  loss  oif  neaiW  one-half  on  the  beef;  the  hide 
and  tallow,  which  is  worth  as  much  as  the  beef 
sells  for  at  such  rates,  being  thrown  Into  the 
bargain,  and  given  away.  The  disastrous  ef- 
fect of  this  suicidal  business  was  seen  in  every 
town  in  the  West,  where  foreign  hides  from 
South  America,  foreign  leather,  boots,  shoes, 
and  saddlery,  and  foreign  soap  and  candles, 
from  Europe  and  the  Atlantic  States,  were 
daily  exhibited  for  sale.  Another  disastrous 
consequence,  but  not  so  visible  to  the  passing 
eye,  was  the  loss  of  all  these  articles  for  exi>or- 
tation.  The  eqxntalion  of  soap  and  candles 
ha4  lately  amounted  to  912,000  dollars  in  the 
year ;  and  of  leather,  boots,  shoes,  and  saddlery, 
to  460,000  dollars.  These  exportations  went 
from  ib»  Atlantic  dtiea  to  the  West  Indiea,  and 
chiefly  grew  out  of  the  gifts  which  the  Weston 
farmers  made  of  their  hides  and  tallow  to  the 
drovers.  They  were  exportdtions  which  be- 
longed to  the  West,  not  only  because  it  produced 
the  material  out  of  whitdi  the  manuiactured 
articles  were  made,  but  it  was  the  best  place 
for  carrying  on  the  manufactory  of  them  on 
account  of  the  cheapness  of  proviuons,  and 
the  fadlitaes  o(  «qMVtiag  direct  to  the  West 
Indies. 

Ur.  B.  made  a  furOierillnstr&titsi  (tf  the  evils 
of  driving  beef  cattle  flrran  the  West^  m  its 
effect  upon  the  internal  uavigatatm  and  domes- 
tic markets  of  the  mat  valley.  The  Kisrissiiqpi 
River  was  to  the  West  what  the  Mediterranean 
Sea  was  to  1^  Romans;  it  is  mart  neUrum-~- 
our  sea— and  the  steamboats  and  other  boats 
upon  it  constitute  our  navigation.  The  building 
of  these  vessels  gives  employment  to  a  multi- 
tude of  us^ul  and  re^>ectable  mechanics; 
creates  a  demand  for  vast  quantities  oi  wood, 
iron,  punt&  and  glass ;  tbmiture  of  every  de- 
scription; daily  rapplieaof  proviu(»ts;  wood 
for  fiiel,  now  estimated  at  a  miUieiL  of  dollan 
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per  ftiumm;  and  for  an  immense  nnmber  of 
persons  to  navigate  and  manage  the  boats. 
The  aggr^ato  of  all  these  expenditures  con- 
nected with  steamboat-bailding  and  navigation, 
was  Bereral  millions  of  dollars  per  anDom,  and 
was  the  most  profitable  kind  of  expeaditnre, 
Ibr  it  was  carried  to  the  very  doras  m  the  peo- 
ide^  and  ddinred  into  thcdr  hands  in  their  own 
honsee.  Having  drawn  the  {nctnre  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  steamboat  navigation  to  the  West, 
Ifr.  B.  .ventured  to  make  the  suggestion  that 
they  wonid  be  nearly  doubled  by  substituting 
a  change  in  the  beef  trade,  from  driving  tbe 
oattle  on  the  hoof  to  the  Atlantic  cities,  to  send- 
ing the  beef  pickled  to  New  Orleans  and  the 
West  Indies.  Such  a  change  would  open  a  new 
and  immense  head  for  freight  down  tbe  river, 
and  a  oorresixmding  increase  for  freight  back ; 
for  it  was  of  the  nature  of  exports  and  imports 
to  emulate  each  other;  it  would  produce  di- 
minished  prices  for  under  coi^,  of  whidi  s^t 
would  be  the  ohief ;  and  a  oorrespMuUng  in- 
crease €ft  every  expenditure  connected  with  the 
ooustroction  tmA  navigation  of  steamboats.  He 
tfa«i  averred  that  this  change,  mi  tbe  stnpen- 
dons  benefits  resulting  from  it,  dep«ided  solely 
and  exclusively  upon  the  free  use  of  alum  salt 
— ^npon  the  abolition  of  the  duty  upon  that  ar- 
ticle— ^upon  the  simple  and  obvious  process  of 
permitting  the  Western  people  to  use  the  salt 
according  to  their  wants  and  wishes,  which  God 
had  created  for  them  in  all  the  islands  of  the 
Golf  of  Mexico.  And  he  ridiculed  with  oon- 
temptoom  sarcasm  the  afiboted  alarms  of  those 
who  expressed  the  fear  that  there  would  not  be 
salt  enon^  if  tiie  domestio  mann&otcriea 
oheotod  Uunr  imerati(ni8.  He  said  it  was  a  fear 
ibdt  there  wotdd  be  a  failure  of  sunshine  and 
aeawater. 

Having  briefiy  touched  npon  the  importsnt 
uses  of  salt  in  agriculture,  and  especially  for 
stock  and  provisions,  Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  notice 
the  disadvantages  under  which  the  farmers  of 
the  Western  States  labored  with  respect  to  that 
article.  At  &e  bead  of  the  list  of  these  disad- 
vantages, or  oppressioi»,  as  they  might  with 
greater  propriety  be  called,  stood  the  appalling 
and  astounding  fact,  that  the  whole  salt  trade 
of  ^  West^  so  &r  aa  it  depended  xipoa  the  do- 
mestio mannfaotoriee,  was  one  vast  and  cmel 
mounxdyt  The  amazing  fiwt  was  proved  by 
a  vanetj  of  testinuniy ;  it  was  known  to  every 
Wcatem  Senator  present;  it  was  felt  at  home 
In  every  department  of  wricultare.  by  all  the 
fanners  of  the  West.  1%6  baleful  effects  of 
this  horrid  monop<^  were  foroibly  depicted  by 
the  witnesses  whose  communications  he  had 
read.  Double  price  and  scant  measure;  the 
whole  country  distrioted,  allowanced,  and  stint- 
ed; ready  money  exacted;  w^ls  rented  from 
their  owners  to  tie  idle;  new  wells  prevented 
from  being  dog;  overgrown  fbrtanes  to  the 
monopolisers,  privation,  want,  and  Buffering 
amon^  tiie  people  and  stock:  such  was  the 
ahoolong  ana  revolting  picture  which  tiiese 
oommnnioatHms  presentea  to  the  Senate.  Mr. 
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B.  animadverted  in  the  most  indignant  terms 
upon  monopolies  of  every  species,  and  placed 
the  salt  monopoly  at  tbe  bead  of  tiie  abomina- 
ble and  infernal  list.  He  said  this  very  mo- 
nopoly was  one  of.  the  causes  which  brought 
Cluirlee  the  First  to  the  block.  Queen  Elizsr 
beth,  though  a  peUicoated  tyrutt,  had  tiie  hu- 
manity, or  rather  ai^ui^,  to  Boppress  the  salt 
monopoly,  towards  the  dose  of  her  reign ;  for 
which  act  of  mercy  and  condescension  the 
whole  FarUunent  went  in  a  body  to  tbauk  and 
bless  her  as  an  angel  of  beneficence.  The  bigot- 
ed Stuarts  revived  itj  and  paid  the  forfeitore  in 
the  loss  of  life  and  kmgdom.  There  bad  been 
no  monopoly  of  salt  in  England  since  Oharles 
tbe  First  had  lost  bis  head ;  the  States  beyond 
tJie  Alleghany  Mountains  were  the  only  exam- 
ple (tf  that  oppression  at  this  time  existing  in 
the  civilized  world.  Mr.  B.  considered  the 
present  duty  on  foreign  salt,  as  the  father  and 
gnardian  of  this  domestio  monopoly.  He  coa- 
sidwed  it  ^e  protector,  defender,  and  supporter 
o!  the  monopolists.  He  considered  the  act  of 
Oongress  which  kept  up  this  duty,  as  the  law 
whidi  QBtabiished  thb  monopoly;  and  de- 
nounced Budi  a  law,  not  merely  as  odions  and 
oppressive,  but  as  a  species  of  impiety  and  sac- 
rUege,  a  species  of  revolt  and  rebellion  against 
the  providence  of  God,  who  had  created  salt, 
and  spread  it  through  tbe  universe,  for  the  use 
of  man  and  beast,  and  as  the  preservative  prin- 
ciple of  life  and  health  in  both.  The  sea  was 
filled  with  it,  and  the  sun  mann&ctured  it.  It 
came  cheap  and  pnre  from  that  manufactory, 
established  by  Divine  wisdom,  and  co-exten- 
sive with  the  bounds  of  the  habitable  j^obe. 
Salt  was  the  ixreservative  principle  of  the  woid. 
Every  living  animal  must  have  it ;  every  species 
of  food  must  contain  it.  Without  it,  universal 
death  and  corruption  would  ensue.  The  disci- 
ples of  Christ  were  called  by  their  Master  *'tho 
salt  of  the  euth; "  and  that  divine  metaphor 
was  intfflided  to  convey  to  the  understandings 
of  all  people  the  knowledge  cf  tbe  preservative 
nature  of  their  mission,  a  mission  which  was  to 
save  the  moral  world  from  corruption,  as  salt 
preserves  the  animal  and  material  world.  Laws 
to  prevent  any  portion  of  the  human  race  from 
using  the  pnre  and  perfect  salt  made  by  the  rays 
(^the  sun  out  of  the  waves  of  the  sea,  if  enact- 
ed without  a  dire  necesaify,  w«e  impious  oon- 
trivanoes  tofrnstrate  the  braeficoioe  of  Qod.  A 
war  for  self-preservation  alone  could  justify  such 
laws.  They  had  existed  in  all  countdes,  and 
had  run  highest  where  human  liberty  was  at  the 
lowest  ebb.  They  are  now  dis^pearing,  van- 
ishing, and  falling  before  the  recuperative  ener- 
gies of  popular  rights.  Tbe  gabelle  fell,  in 
France,  before  the  march  of  revolution.  In 
England,  this  unnatural  tax,  after  attaining  the 
monstrous  height  of  fifteen  shilUngs  a  bpshel, 
sunk  and  disappeared  before  the  labors  of  that 
pre-eminent  ooramittee  from  whose  reports  a 
few  imperfect  and  mutilated  extracts  have  been 
read.  Tbe  Bidt  tax  disappeared  from  the 
United  States  about  twenty  years  ago,  during 
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tbe  aaspicious  administration  of  the  immortal 
JefibrsoD.  Even  Spain,  the  last  country  npon 
earth  in  which  to  look  for  a  liberal  example, 
was  an  instance  of  the  generous  ose  of  salt 
The  United  States  alone  are  now  presenting 
the  example  of  keeping  op  this  odiooa  tax,  of 
keeping  it  up  without  necessity,  of  keeping  it  up 
for  the  expression  of  the  people,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  monopolizers^r  tbe  impoTerishment 
amd  degradation  of  the  West.  But  let  the  peo- 
ple not  despair.  Belief  though  out  of  sight,  is 
sometimes  near  at  hand.  The  darkest  hour  of 
the  niebt  ia  that  which  precedes  the  break  of 
day.  In  England,  in  1801,  the  first  attempt  of 
the  friends  of  tJie  people  to  reduce  the  salt  tax, 
was  followed  by  the  insult  and  outrage  of  rais- 
ing it.  The  Pitt  admiDistration,'  to  punish  and 
intimidate  those  who  proposed  the  abolition, 
immediately  raised  the  dnty  from  ten  to  fifteen 
Bhilliugs  a  bushel ;  .but  they  riuaed  the  spirit  of 
tiie  people  at  the  same  time,  and  ia  a  few  yean 
the  whole  oppreselTe  burden  fslito  the  earth. 

Besnlting  from  this  monopoly,  tboa  estabHsh- 
ed  and  protected,  came  the  presrait  enormous 
price  of  salt.  Mr.  B.  begged  Senators  to  recol- 
lect Qie  testimony  he  had  read,  and  reflect  in 
how  many  places  the  sam  of  76  cents,  or  a  dol- 
lar, or  a  dollar  and  a  quarter,  was  exacted  from 
the  people  for  about  two  pecks  and  a  half  of 
inferior,  fire-made,  artificial  salt,  imposed  upon 
them  under  the  scandalized  name  of  a  bushel. 
If  the  duty  was  ofif,  he  would  venture  to  affirm 
that  the  price  of  pare,  san-made,  crystallized 
salt  woold  not  exceed  Apieaillon  for  a  real 
bushel  at  New  Orleans,  ana  three  or  four  pteaU- 
loTit  in  the  central  parts  of  the  valley  q£  the 
Mississippi.  His  calcidatioii  was  ftls:  that 
the  import  price  of  this  fine  salt  was,  at  present, 
six  cents  for  tliat  of  Malta ;  eight  cents  for  that 
of  Spun  and  Portugal ;  nine  cents  for  thiU;  of 
Turk's  Island ;  and  that,  in  tiie  vast  increase 
which  the  foreign  salt  trade  would  assume ,  and 
the  reduced  price  of  the  ealtfrom  Turk's  Maud, 
(a  British  possession,)  in  consequence  of  the  di- 
rect intercourse  with  that  island,  or  ratiier  with 
the  five  hundred  Bahama  islands,  of  which  it  ia 
the  chief,  tbe  average  price  at  New  Orleans 
would  be  six  and  a  quarter  cents;  freight  for 
salt,  as  under  cai^,  was  now  about  ooe-tiurd 
of  a  cent  per  pound,  and  would  soon  be  brought 
bj  the  great  boats,  daring  the  spring  floods,  for 
one-fburth  of  a  cent.  Thus  wonld  the  price  of 
alum  salt,  at  Louisville,  be  reduced  to  about  26 
cents  a  boahel.  Low  as  thia  would  be,  a  great 
proportion  of  the  Western  fanners  would  get  it 
on  sUU  better  terms.  Thousands  of  fiat-bottomed 
boats  made  without  expense,  navigated  without 
skill  or  labor,  loaded  with  every  conceivable 
production  of  the  farm  and  the  forest,  and  de- 
scending from  all  the  confluent  streams  of  the 
Mississippi,  visat  New  Orleans  every  winter. 
The  owners  are  their  own  factors  and  commis- 
sion merchants.  They  sell  out  the  contents  of 
tbair  boat  (which,  moored  to  the  levee,  and 
labelled  with  its  cfmtents,  serves  for  warehouse, 
kitchenf  parlor,  and  bed-room)  in  the  course  of 
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Uie  winter  months,  when  the^  could  do  but 
little  at  home;  bay  their  groceries  in  the  spring, 
step  on  board  a  steamer  with  their  family  sup- 
plies, and,  for  six  dollars,  are  at  home  in  eight 
or  teoi  days,  ready  to  commenoe  the  new  crop 
with  the  return  of  tiie  vernal  season.  To  afi 
snch  the  aoquiaition  of  two  or  three  sacks 
pure  and  perfect  salt  wonld  be  noUiing  but  the 
exchuige  of  a  few  loose  vegetables,  which 
would  have  rotted  at  home. 

Mr.  B.  muntained  that  the  salt  tax  fell  heavi- 
est upon  the  laboring  classes,  and  n^on  the  poor. 
They  used  most  salt  in  proportion  to  tiieir 
wealth,  and  bought  at  a  disadvantage,  because 
they  bought  in  a  pinch,  in  small  quantities,  at 
ret^  prices,  raised  the  money  to  buy  it  at  a 
sacrifice,  and  were  most  subject  to  be  imposed 
upon,  bo^  as  to  weight,  quality,  and  price.  It 
was  so  in  England ;  it  is  so  here.  Look  at  the 
English  testuoumyl  It  tells  you  the  tax  waa 
haraer  upon  .the  peasant  than  the  nobleman. 
Look  at  the  American  testimony  I  It  tells  yon 
that  the  people  in  remote  places — Uie  small  farm- 
ers, remote  from  great  towns^  had  to  pay  the 
highest  jnicea,  received  the  scantiest  measure, 
and  suffered  most  from  extortion  and  imposi- 
tion. It  was  in  sndi  places,  and  among  such 
customers,  that  the  weighed  bushel  of  fifty 
pounds  woald  find  ample  accommodation  for 
fodgiog,  in  a  half  bushel  measure ;  that  the  old 
rusty  steelyards  were  used,  that  would  not  pre- 
ponderate for  ten  pounds  in  fifty ;  that  the  defi- 
cient barrels  were  obliged  to  be  taken  at  the 
marked  weight ;  and  that  the  extortionate  prices 
of  one  and  two  dollars  for  these  scant  weight 
boBhela,  eqoal  to  two  wid  fonr  dollars  for  real 
measured  buahels,  and  that  for  well-water  nit 
impregnated  with  poisonous  ingredients,  and 
only  half  the  strength  of  sea-water  salt,  were 
actually  pud  by  the  helpless  people,  and  re- 
ceived by  the  relentless  monopolizers  I  And 
yet,  in  the  face  of  these  damnmg  facts,  in  the 
midst  of  the  cries  of  these  saffering  people,  there 
is  a  scheme  on  foot,  not  only  to  resist  the  re- 
duction, but  to  effect  the  increase  of  this 
diabolical  tax  I  to  raise  it  from  ten  to  fifteen 
cents. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  alluded  to  the  bill  in  the  House 
of  Bepresentalivu,  to  increase  the  Bslt  ta:^  and 
thongnt  this  bill  ongbt  to  be  proclaimed 
thronghont  the  West  by  a  herald  and  a  trumpet^ 
to  rouse  and  alarm  the  pe(M;)le,  and  to  put  them 
on  their  guard  agunst  the  dangers  it  portended.] 

Besulting  from  this  monopoly,  and  the  most 
degrading  of  its  consequences,  was  the  power 
to  allowance  and  district  the  country  for  the 
consumption  of  salt.  The  Western  country  was 
districted  and  allowanced.  All  the  witaesses 
prove  the  mortifying  fiu:L  Depots  are  estab- 
lished, and  agents  appointed  to  supply  each  dis- 
trict. No  competition  is  permitted.  No  com- 
petition can  come,  except  from  New  Orleans, 
and  that  in  tbe  season  of  high  water.  To  pre- 
vent the  fulness  of  the  supply  from  operating 
on  the  highness  of  the  price,  the  invention  <» 
"dead  wdls"  was  made,  and  a  mnltitnde  of 
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wells,  rented  from  their  owners,  have  been  per- 
nitt^  to  stand  idle.  Na:^^  more;  &  faAher 
exertion  of  this  invention  has  exhibited  the 
prodigj  of  wells  suppressed — of  nnbom  wells 
stifled  in  the  womb  of  the  earth  bj  hiring' and 
paying  people  not  to  dig  for  their  salt  water  I 
The  oonseqnence  of  these  enormities  was,  stint 
in  the  snpply,  excess  in  the  price.  The  conn- 
try-  was  starved  for  salt,  and  made  to  pay  donble, 
in  many  places  quadruple  its  valne.  The  do- 
mestic snp^  is  not  eqoal  to  one-fifth  oi  the 
demand.  Tlie  whole  quantity  made  in  the 
"Dnitod  States,  as  proved  by  the  returns  of  the 
aalt4nakerB  tfaemsuves  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  does  not  exceed  five  millioDs  of 
buahels;  while  the  consamption  of  the  country 
would  require  thirty  millions.  The  whole  prod- 
uct of  the  West,  including  Western  Pennsylva- 
nia and  the  Holston  works  in  Virginia,  do  not 
exceed  two  and  a  half  millions  of  bushels, 
weighed  bushels ;  each  of  which  bushel,  with 
a  Uttle  pacfciug  and  heaping,  would  comfortably 
establish  itself  in  a  half  bushel  measure. 

lir.  B.  believed  that  the  stock  alone  of  the 
United  States  would  require  twenty  millions  of 
bushels.  He  bottomed  hia  estimate  upon  the 
oonsomption  in  England.  It  was  there  proved 
that  the  stock,  independent  ot  the  draught 
horses,  and  hogs,  which  had  not  been  inohided 
in  tiie  estimate,  required  twenty-two  millions 
of  bushels,  fifty-six  pounds  to  the  bushel,  to 
supply  them  annually.  He  felt  mortified  to 
know  the  number  of  stock  in  England,  for  he 
was  speaking  of  England  proper,  and  not  know 
the  number  in  the  United  States.  He  regretted 
that  the  return  of  stock  was  not  included  in  the 
census — in  the  census  made  by  State  autiiority 
at  all  events — and  especially  in  the  West^  where 
stock  constituted  so  hu^  a  proportion  of  the 
wealth  of  the  people.  In  ihe  abaenoe  of  accu- 
rate information,  he  must  proceed  upon  proba- 
ble data ;  and,  as  the  Uidted  States  was  more 
|>opulou8  than  England,  ten  times  more  exten- 
sive, and  the  keeping  of  stock  more  easy,  be 
would  assume  the  stock  census  of  England  as 
furnishing,  not  the  criterion  of  numbers,  but 
the  data  for  calculation;  the  sheep  of  the  United 
States  being  probably  oae-thinl,  cattle  and 
horses  doubtful,  and  hogs  far  more  numerous. 
Assuming  this  calculation  for  the  relative  num- 
ber of  stock,  the  necessity  for  salt  was 
greater :  for  the  use  of  green  food,  and  especial- 
ly wild  grass,  was  more  usual  in  the  United 
States ;  and  tlds  grass  was  more  fresh,  or  free 
from  saltness,  because,  the  United  States  bong 
a  oontinent,  and  not  an  island,  the  saline  dews 
which  corrected  tiie  freshness  of  the  graM,  did 
not  extend  to  the  interior  States.  Assuming 
the  sheep  of  the  United  States  to  be  one-third 
of  the  English  flock,  to  wit,  ten  milliona  of  head, 
and  allowing  to  each  sheep  the  English  supply, 
of  half  a  pound  a  week,  which  made  half  a 
bushel  a  year,  and  it  resulted  that  the  sbeep 
alone  of  the  United  States  required  five  millions 
of  busbels  of  salt  per  annum  I  being  just  as 
much  as  the  domestic  manufacturers  made  I  so 


that  if  the  population  of  the  Union  should  be 
thrown  on  the  domestic  supply,  and  the  sheep 
supplied  first,  there  would  not  be  one  grain  left 
for  the  hoga,  horses,  cattle,  people,  and  the 
thousand  uses  beside,  for  which  atdt  is  iodis- 
pensablel  So  much  for  the  domestic  supply  I 
It  had  been  computed  in  England  that  the  sup- 
ply of  salt  to  the  sheep  was  the  saving  of  six 
hundred  thousand  head  from  dying  annually ; 
the  loss  of  Western  stock  for  want  of  salt  can- 
not be  estimated.  But  it  is  a  point  for  West- 
em  farmers  to  think  of.  Let  each  one  make 
the  cranpntationfbrbimsdf^  and  consider  what 
his  annual  loss  is  in  cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  and 
horses,  for  want  of  this  condiment  to  their  food ; 
this  medicine  for  their  health,  this  attraction 
against  running  wild ;  and  then  estimate^f  he 
can,  the  annual  aggregate  loss  of  the  nine  West- 
ern States  and  Territories. 

Mr.  B.  affirmed  that  the  stint  of  salt  was 
universal  in  the  West ;  that  it  extended  to  all 
the  operations  of  the  farmer ;  that  it  even  ex- 
tended to  the  pots  and  tables  of  the  poor  I  He 
believed  that  such  an  instance  of  stint,  for  a 
necessary  of  life,  did  not  exist  among  the  ne- 
groes of  the  West  India  idaods.  He  believed 
that  those  negroes  received  from  th«r  masters, 
cnui  as  many  of  tiiem  were,  a  largw  and  better 
allowance  of  salt  than  the  average  of  Western 
farmers  received  from  the  inexorable  monopo- 
lists. He  said  the  entire  West  was  a  stocl^- 
rusing  country.  The  farmers  there,  like  the 
patriarchs  of  old,  estimated  their  wealth,  in  a 
great  degree,  by  the  number  of  their  flocks  and 
herds.  Before  the  invention  of  steamboats,  this 
rich  vein  of  wealth  was  but  slightly  and  imper- 
fectly developed.  Want  of  s^t  prevented  its 
development.  Common  salt  could  not  be  had 
in  snfficient  quantity  for  sslting  the  stock.  Kot 
a  pound  of  alum  salt  could  be  had  for  curing 
bacon,  preserving  butter  and  cheesy  and  pick- 
ling beef  and  pork.  Foreign  salt,  of  no  kind, 
comd  enter  the  vast  and  fertile  regions  oS  the 
West.  Fright,  np  the  liissisdppi,  in  ked 
boats  and  bo^ea,  was  seven  or  eight  cents  a 
pound — across  the  Alleghany  Ifountains,  in 
wagons,  was  as  much  or  more.;  and  then  com- 
menced, from  hard  necessity  and  from  absolute 
want  01  alum  salt,  the  pernicious  and  impover- 
ishing practice  of  driving  off  beef  cattie  on  the 
hoof.  But  steamboats  furnish  the  means  of 
relieving  this  necessity,  of  supplying  this  want, 
and  of  termioatang  this  pernicious  practice. 
They  are  bringing  salt  from  New  Orleans  at  so 
low  a  freight,  tiiat,  if  the  dniy  was  of!^  the  price 
to  the  purchaser^  in  the  central  parts  of  the 
Great  Valley,  and  that  of  the  pure  sea-made 
salt,  would  not  exceed  twenty-five  cents  per 
bushel;  while,  to  those  farmers  who  trade 
down  the  river,  the  price  could  not  exceed  three 
picaillous.  This  cheap  importation  of  cheap 
salt— this  unlimited  means  of  importing  it  at 
the  oue  thirty-second  part  of  its  former  freight, 
was  the  greatest  blessmg  of  all  the  great  bless- 
ings whidi  the  wonderful  invention  of  steam- 
boats had  conferred  upon  the  West.   It  was 
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tiie  very  thing  which  was  lacking  to  give  ftall 
development  to  her  richest  vein  of  wealth — 
richer  than  the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Pern — her 
stock  and  provision  trade  I  Providence,  of  its 
infinite  goodness,  and  to  crown  the  blessings  of 
the  great  West,  sent  this  roiraonlons  invention 
to  give  OS  that  alone  which  waa  wanting,  and 
never  conld  hare  been  got  witfaont  it ;  the  pnre 
muriate  of  soda;  the  natural  crystallized  salt; 
tibe  native  nnndxed  product  of  the  saa  and  sea; 
tlie  salt  of  Divine  mann&otorj ;  as  maoh  supe- 
rior to  artificial  fire-made  salt  aa  the  works  of 
God  are  superior  to  iha  works  of  man  I  Upon 
tiie  dispensation  of  snch  a  Providence,  It  waa 
to  have  been  expected  that  the  Federal  Legisla- 
ture, to  whom  the  whole  power  of  regulating 
foreign  commerce  had  been  assigned  bj  the 
Stat^  whether  wisely  or  not,  time,  and,  above 
all,  the  continuance  of  the  salt  tax,  will  show, 
it  was  to  have  been  expected  that  the  Federal 
Lesislatnre  (that  part  of  it  at  all  events, 
which  assnmed  to  be  tiie  parUoolar  friends  of 
domeBtio  indnstry)  would  have  dvot  all  posd- 
ble  dd  to  the  importation  of  tms  Heaven^sait 
sdt.  A  boonty  in  favor  of  the  ships  which 
brooght  it,  woiUd  have  rested  upon  the  same 
oonstitutional  constraotion,  and  upon  infinitely 
greater  reasons  of  Justice  than  a  boontj  in  fa- 
vor of  vessels  which  bring  home  fi^.  The 
neatest  exertions  might  have  been  expected  for 
tiie  encouragement  of  this  importation.  Every 
reason  which  the  head  could  conceive,  or  the 
tongue  ooold  utter,  spmng  forth  in  favor  of  the 
encouragement ;  not  a  single  reason  that  craft 
and  cunning  could  devise,  ootdd  be  arrayed 
agi^t  it  The  whole  vocabulary  of  the 
"Ameriean  system"  fnmished  not  a  wiwd 
against  It:  for  that  qrstem  reets  upon  the  batis 

making  at  home/and  fbmisfaing  to  the  citi- 
zen, the  same  article,  better  and  cheaper  than 
the  imported  one  I  Well,  alnm  salt,  which  com- 
prehends all  crystallized  salt,  (and  tH  salt  made 
Dv  the  snn,  and  nraie  other,  Is  crystallized,) 
alnm  salt  is  not  made  in  the  Umted  States,  (a 
Utde  in  the  Northeast  excepted,)  not  a  pound 

it  is  made  in  the  West,  nor  any  rival  to  it. 
nor  substitute  for  it.  By  consequence,  it  ooold 
not  be  made  cheaper  and  better  at  home  t  The 
*' American  system  "  was  for  it,  instead  be- 
ing against  it,  unless  it  is  intended  to  ^dnde 
the  mdustry  of  the  fiirma>,  who  raises  stock 
and  salt  provisions,  Cfom  the  industry  to  he 
tHTotaeted  by  that  system.  A  boimty  might 
have  been  expected  in  favor  of  every  ship  that 
should  bring  sun-made  salt  to  New  Orleans. 
Instead  of  that,  what  have  we  seen!  Federal 
legislation  actually  employed  to  keep  this  salt 
away  I  A  hostile  and  repulsive  tax  of  twenty 
cents  imposed  upon  every  eight  cents'  worth  of 
this  indispensable  salt  I  A  requisition  upon 
the  ship  that  brings  it,  to  pay  twice  and  a  half 
its  value  into  the  coffers  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment before  that  ship  is  allowed  to  land  it! 
Bond  and  security  required,  when  the  money 
cannot  be  paid  downl  And  this  security  to  be 
«aoted  from  strangers  who  have  oroseed  the 
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wide  seas  to  exchange  their  surplus  salt  for  our 
surplus  provisions!  And,  in  consequence  of 
these  heavy  and  merciless  exactions,  most  of 
the  ships  bring  stones  instead  of  salt— forced  to 
bring  stones  by  the  Federal  Government,  and 
realizing  the  compulsive  illustration  of  the 
strongest  reproach  contained  in  the  sacred  pages 
(ft  the  Holy  erangelistBl  They  would  bring 
salt  tor  baOast  In  prefbrenoe  to  Btwea,  if  t^e 
laws  would  permit  ihem.  ICniy  tiist  brii^ 
salt,  throw  it  ova-bond,  in  the  mouth  of  the 
MissisEdppi.  When  no  longer  needed  for  baUas^ 
they  throw  It  into  the  river,  because  they  are 
neither  able  to  pay  the  duty  in  ready  money, 
nor  to  give  the  security  which  the  credit 
system  recniires.  Is  this  imagination,  or  is  it 
reality!  It  is  reality!  And  no  longer  ago 
than  tiie  last  summer,  the  troubled  waves  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  the  dark  shades  of  mid- 
night, were  the  conscious  witnesses  of  this  lam- 
entable fact,  of  this  dire  operation  of  taxing  salt 
out  of  the*  land  ctf  America  1  Mr.  B.  said  he 
hftd  heard  of  this  sacrifioe ;  this  new  spedes  crfT 
immolation,  not  to  propitiate  the  genius  the 
river,  but  to  appease  tiie  infernal  genius  of  the 
salt  tax,  soon  after  it  happened,  and  had  laid  it 
up  in  his  memory  for  venfloation.  That  verifi- 
cation was  quickly  received ;  for  on  his  passage 
to  this  city,  in  the  month  of  November  last,  he 
fdl  in  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  with  the  sur- 
veyor and  inspector  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans, 
M^or  Spotts,  formerly  of  the  army,  and  lately 
approved  by  the  Senate  both  as  a  militaij  and 
dril  officer,  and  from  him  received  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  fiuit.  Two  ships,  Hdor  Spotts  was 
oestain,  had  thrown  their  salt  overboard; 
others  ne  sospeoted  of  having  done  so  I  These 
ships,  thus  encountering  Uie  riA  of  fbrfUting 
theor  oargoes,  and  inenmng  all  the  penalties  (9 
violating  the  revenue  laws,  in  addition  to  the 
loss  of  ti^e  salt,  because  they  could  neither  pay- 
the  duties,  nor  give  the  seouri^,  nor  find  any- 
body to  receive  the  salt  as  a  gift,  with  a  tax  of 
twenty  oents  a  bushel  upon  it  I  At  that  very 
moment  the  whole  interior  of  the  West  suffer- 
ing for  salt  1  And  for  whose  benefit  are  these 
oppressions  practised?  For  the  benefit  of  a 
few  hundred  monopolizers  in  the  West,  and  a 
few  thousand  fishermen  in  the  Northeast! 
For  their  benefit,  the  repeal  of  the  odious  tax 
is  not  only  resisted,  but  an  increase  of  the  op- 
presrion  is  aotnally  demanded  I 

Mr.  B.  drew  the  line  of  distbtotloa  between 
good  and  bad  salt  It  waa  a  line  easy  to  be 
drawn,  for  it  was  the  line  between  the  works  of 
nature  and  the  works  o!  man.  All  salt  that 
was  made  by  bcnling,  no  matter  out  of  what 
water,  was  impure  and  imperfect ;  for  the  agita- 
tion and  the  heat  prevented  crystallization,  and 
retyped  the  poisonous  ingredients  called  slack 
and  bittern  ;  all  salt  made  by  the  power  of  the 
sun  was  pare  and  perfect ;  all  the  poisonous  in- 
gredients having  settied  to  the  bottom,  and  the 
salt  itself  formi^  into  lumps  by  concretion  and 
crystallization.  The  artificial  salt,  made  by 
boiling,  is  good  for  many  purposes ;  for  salting 
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itock,  preserving  haj  and  fodder,  for  daily  use 
in  fresh  meat  and  vegetables ;  and,  by  help  of 
nrnch  smoke  and  long  diying,  will  eave  baoon 
for  family  xise.  The  natural,  sun-made  salt  was 
indispensable  to  pickling  beef  and  pork,  and 
to  cariog  bacon,  bntter,  and  cheese  for  expor- 
tation, or  the  Southern  markets.  It  was  of 
the  tax  upon  this  latter  kind  of  salt  that  he 
oomplainM  so  much ;  a  kind  of  salt  so  indispen- 
sable to  the  prorlmon  trade  of  the  Wert,  and 
•  80  impossible  to  made  by  the  donwstio  mann- 
faoturers.  To  this  part  q£  the  aivnmeut  he  in- 
vited, and  invoked,  and  almost  defied,  the  re- 
sponse of  bis  opponents.  The  fire-made  salt 
ironld  not  answer  the  neat  pnrposes  of  the 
provision  trade.  It  oould  not  be  used  by  the 
provision-ourers,  if  presented  to  them  as  a  gift. 
Son-made  salt  alone  would  answer.  It  mnat 
be  had,  cost  what  it  may ;  and  a  tax  1^>on  it 
was  an  oppression  upon  the  people,  without  the 
possibility  of  producing  a  domestic  supply  of 
the  same  article.  The  domestic  salt  wonld  not 
answer  I  All  the  testimony  proved  this  great 
and  durdinal  ihot.  He  would  not  recapitulate 
that  testimony ;  but  would  refer  to  the  oironm- 
Btance  menti^ed  by  the  honorable  ICr.  Lyon, 
of  the  Hoose  of  Representatives,  and  of  which 
he,  Mr.  B.,  was  also  witness — that  (tf  altun  salt 
delivered  at  Mfgrsville,  in  November  last  This 
salt  had  crossed  the  Gulf  of  Hezioo.  It  had 
ascended  the  Hississippi,  in  a  ship  to  New 
Orleans ;  then  to  Loaisville,  in  a  steamboat ; 
then  to  Uaysville,  in  a  keel  towed  by  a  steamer. 
It  had  traversed  a  thousand  miles  of  gulf;  and 
nineteen  hundred  miles  of  river  navigation,  to 
reach  its  point  of  delivery ;  and  that  point  in 
the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  great  Ken- 
hawa  salt  works  1  there  to  be  employed  in  salt- 
ing Kentucky  pork  for  exportation,  or  Southern 
oonsnmptionl  How  overwhelming  and  con- 
clusive  the  bare  annnndatirai  of  snoh  a  preg- 
nant &ot  I  And  that  no  oiroanutance  might 
be  lacking  to  complete  the  power  of  this  im- 
presrive  argument  in  favor  of  foreign  salt,  the 
oompany's  own  steamboat  broaght  itl  Thns 
makmg  themselves  public  and  unanswerable 
witnesses  to  the  total  inefficac>'  of  their  own  salt, 
and  the  absolute  necessity  of  using  the  foreign ! 
.  Mr.  B,  inusted'  that  the  bnrthen  of  the  salt 
tax  upon  the  West  was  a^^vated  by  contrast ; 
for  in  the  Northeast  ^ere  were  drawbacks, 
bounties,  and  allowances  which  more  than  in- 
demnified the  fishing  interest  for  the  proportion 
of  the  tax  which  they  pud.  They  were  allowed 
to  draw  out  of  the  Treaaory,  at  uie  end  of  each 
year,  as  much  money  aa  had  been  pud,  or  sup- 
posed to  have  been  pud,  for  duties  on  the  salt 
employed  in  cnring  fish ;  and  under  this  system 
ckT  orawbacbB  and  allowances,  upwards  of  five 
millionB  of  dollars  had  alretMly  been  drawn. 
The  vimlaut  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
ImnxM)  had  discovered  laige  frauds  in  this 
business,  say  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand 
doUars  in  a  sin^e  ^ear ;  but  the  laws  were  yet 
in  fbroe ;  and  while  they  continued,  the  leak 
from  the  Treasury  on  this  account  must  still 
y<K.  JO.— 12 


amount  to  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars  per 
annum.  The  Western  States,  were  allowed 
nothing  in  the  way  of  drawback  of  duty  on 
the  beef  and  pork  exported  by  them.  Ihese 
States,  therefore,  felt  the  unmitigated  weight 
of  the  tax,  while  to  their  friends  in  the  North- 
east it  was  actually  a  money-making  business. 
This  was  unequal  and  unjust  in  the  extreme. 
The  constitution  dedared,  and,  if  it  did  not, 
the  first  pinoiple  of  equity  would  declare,  that 
iuea  riionld  be  equal  and  uniform  throughout 
the  Union.  But  this  equality  w«s  destnTed 
when  the  tax  was  reAmded  to  one  qnarterand  not 
refunded  to  another.  It  was  the  same  thing  as 
if,  in  the  law  imposing  it,  the  levy  of  the  tax 
should  be  by  sections,  omitting  one  section 
entirely  from  the  operation  of  the  levy.  It 
would  be  better  in  this  case  to  levy  by  sec- 
tions, because'it  has  been  proved  at  the  Treas- 
ury that  a  certain  section  draws  back  more 
than  it  pays— more  than  it  wonld  have  been 
exempted  from,  if  the  levy  had  not  reached  it. 
This  business  of  refunding  the  salt  tax  to  a  part 
of  the  community,  proves  the  impolicy  of  levy- 
ing it  at  all :  for  if  it  is  reftmded  to  a  part,  jus- 
tice requires  it  should  be  refunded  to  all ;  and, 
if  it  be  refunded  to  all,-  where  is  th»  sense  In 
levying  it  ?  The  people  Of  the  Northeast,  with 
whom  salted  fish  is  a  predominant  food,  have  u 
drawback  of  the  duty  allowed  them ;  the  peo- 
ple of  the  South  and  West,  with  whom  suted 
bacon  is  a  predominant  food,  have  no  draw- 
back ;  and  thus  the  operation  of  the  law  is  un- 
equal as  well  as  oppressive.  The  remedy  for 
the  wliole  is  to  abolish  the  tax,  and  all  the 
superstructure  of  drawbacks,  bounties,  and 
allowances,  which  rest  upon  it. 

The  formers,  continued  Mr.  B.,  are  the  class 
most  interested  in  the  alx^tion  of  this  tax; 
they  feel  it  to  tiie  quii^ ;  and  he  oould  not 
allude  to  that  memorious  elaaa  of  dtizens 
withmit  the  deepest  fseliugs  of  mnpathy  and 
oonoen.  They  were  the  eoul  and  body  of  the 
ooun^.  Their  labors  supplied  all  the  ele* 
mentfl  of  sabdstenoe  to  man  and  beast.  Their 
names  were  to  be  found  upon  every  list  of  con- 
tribution to  the  public  service.  They  were 
found  upon  the  tax  list,  the  muster  roll,  the  jury 
panel,  the  road  list,  the  bridge  list,  and  every 
other  list  whidi  exacted  the  payment  of  money 
or  the  performance  of  service.  There  was  bnt 
one  list  on  which  their  names  were  not  to  be 
found,  and  that  was  the  list  of  office  I  Farmers 
and  offices  seldom  get  together.  Their  station 
in  the  body  poUtic  was,  front  rank  for  service, 
rear  rank  for  reward.  Surely,  a  body  of  ihen 
so  numerous,  and  so  meritorious,  so  ready  to  do, 
and  to  suffer  for  the  Government,  and  so  back- 
ward to  ask  favors  ft^  it,  ought  at  least  to  be 
uniiMured  by  the  Government.  Laws  should 
not  be  made  against  tb«n,  if  they  are  not  made 
for  thenL  Fur  play,  at  least,  should  be  their 
portion.  The  "  laiateg  notu  finre'^ — '*  let  us 
alone"— should  be  their  ready  granted  prayer. 
Yet,  how  stands  the  account  with  the  Federal 
Governmoit?    Their  produce  loaded  witii 
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duties  in  foreign  coimtries — virtually  ezclnded 
from  many  ot  than — hj  the  total  failure  of 
Congress  to  make  any  attempt  to  regnlate  for- 
eign commerce  according  to  the  power  granted 
in  the  constitution,  and  the  declared  intention 
of  the  States  in  conferring  that  power  npon 
Congress  I  An  indispensable  ingredient,  not 
only  in  tiieir  wealth,  bnt  in  their  living,  and 
only  to  be  obtained  fitan  abroad,  loaded  with 
the  daty  of  thrae  times  its  value,  before  thej 
can  use  it  at  home  I  The  Golf  of  Ueuoo  u 
saturated  with  the  imrest  salt.  lyo  thousand 
Uluicls  aboimd  with  it  The  Bahamas  alone, 
about  five  hundred  in  number,  of  which  Turk^s 
liJand  is  the  ohief;  lying  in  the  very  channel  to 
New  Orleans,  oould  glut  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi at  a  picaillon  a  bushel.  These  islanders 
vantourprovisions;  we  want  their  salt;  but  the 
Federal  Qovemment  gets  between  the  parties, 
and,  by  a  total  neglect  of  the  |>ower  to  regulate 
foreign  commerce,  and  a  manifest  abuse  of  the 
power  to  lay  duties,  obstructs  and  prevents 
the  natural  and  beneficial  exchange  of  com- 
modities to  which  the  wants  and  snperfluities 
(Mf  the  respective  parties  so  poworftilly  attraos, 
and  80  Qi^ently  invite  them.  The  same  with 
laud.  The  FedA'al  Qovemment  has  got  all 
the  land.  Invested  with  the  whole  domain 
by  the  improvidence  of  the  Sonthem  States,  it 
becomes  the  ioa  in  the  manger,  and  refuses  to 
let  the  farmers  have  for  its  value  what  itself 
cannot  use.  Bat,  to  confine  these  reflections 
to  the  matter  in  hand:  The  Gnlf  of  Mexico  is 
fall  of  salt ;  the  Western  farmers  want  it ;  they 
are  debarred  its  use ;  and  that  by  a  Govern- 
ment  whose  taxes  they  pay,  whose  battles  they 
fight,  whose  burdens  they  bear,  and  whose 
favors  they  seldom  recdve.  We  have  a  Oom-, 
mittee  on  Agriculture,  so  styled,  at  least,  wheth- 
er by  way  of  antithesis  was  not  for  him  (Mr. 
B.)  to  say ;  oertun  it  was,  the  name,  if  not  the 
design,  of  the  committee  should  have  put  them 
attiiebead  of  all  the  measures  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  salt  taxes,  and  reduction  of  the  price 
of  reAise  lands.  He  fAt  himself  to  be  doing 
the  budness  of  that  committee,  and  hoped  they 
would  soon  be  foond  fbllow-laborers  and  co- 
operators  together. 

Farmers,  and  all  the  departments  of  agricol- 
tore,  are  the  chief  sufferers  by  the  salt  duty ; 
but  they  are  not  the  sole  sufferers.  Manufac- 
turers suffer  also ;  and  it»  was  computed  by  Sir 
Thomas  Bernard,  ime  of  the  witnenes  examined 
by  the  Committee  of  the  British  Honae  of  Com- 
mons, that  the  manufacturers  of  England  were 
annually  ii^nred  to  &e  amonntof  the  tax  derived 
from  salt.  Various  manufacturers  require  this 
Vtide,  either  in  itsproper  shape,  or  as  a  chem- 
ical preparation.  The  hard  soap  alone  made  in 
£n£^a  was  computed  to  require  two  thon- 
aand  tons  of  mineral  alkali  per  annum;  and 
this  alkali  is'obtuned  by  a  chemical  process, 
either  ^m  salt  in  its  proper  state,  or  from  the 
salt  contfuned  in  baril^  and  kelp.  To  procure 
'  two  thousand  tolls  of  alkali  must  require  a  much 
greater  number      tons  of  salt  The  bariUa 


only  yields  seventeen  per  cent,  of  alkali,  and 
kelp  six  per  cent.  The  decomposition  of  the 
salt  itself  is  the  cheapest  mode  of  procuring  the 
fdkali ;  and  this  salt  is  taxed  two  or  three  tmies 
its  valae  in  the  United  States,  so  that  the  Fede* 
ral  Government  has  actually  established  a  tax 
upon  cleanliness!  for,  without  soap,  people 
cannot  be  clean ;  and,  without  salt,  they  cannot 
have  soap.  The  Coiamittee  on  ifanufacturea 
ought  to  pnrsae  this  sal^ect.  Their  learned 
labors,  thdr  aaeatifio  researches,  their  practical 
knowledge,  th^  access  to  the  fountain  heads 
of  information,  their  zeal  in  Ae  cause,  would 
enable  them  to  ^ve  in  a  list  of  some  fifty  man- 
ufactures in  which  salt,  or  its  chemical  prepara- 
tions of  alkali,  muriatic  add,  oxy-mnriatio  acid, 
sal  ammoniac,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  is  indispensably 
necessary.  To  that  committee  is  resigned  this 
branch  of  the  subject ;  and  the  confident  belief 
may  be  entertmned  that,  at  the  proper  time, 
this  zealous  committee — this  committee  no  less 
citable  than  zealous — will  come  forward  with 
fl  mathematical  demonstration  to  prove  that  the 
salt  tax  is  an  iqjury  to  manafnctures  to  the 
foil  extent  of  its  own  amount,  say  a  million  of 
dollars  per  annom;  and  that  the  prosperitr 
of  manufactures  loudly  demands  ita  tottd  aiu 
instant  repeal. 

£ver^  interest  cries  aloud ;  the  joint  interests 
of  agriculture  and  manufactures  damor  to- 
gether for  the  repeal  of  this  tax.  It  is  a  tax 
upon  the  entire  economy  of  nature  and  art, 
npon  man  and  upon  beast,  upon  life  and  upon 
health,  upon  comfort  and  luxury,  npcai  want 
and  superfiuity,  upon  food  and  raiment,  upon 
washing  and  i^efu^essl  A  tax  which  no 
economy  can  avoid,  no  poverty  can  shun,  no 
privation  escape,  no  cunning  elude,  no  force 
remst,  no  dexteri^  avert,  no  prayers  can  depre- 
cate, no  curses  repulse  I  It  la  a  tax  which  in- 
'vades  the  entire  dominion  (tf  human  operations, 
falling  with  its  greatest  weight  npon  the  weak- 
est and  most  helpless.  It  is  the  tax  which 
tyranny  invented,  in  the  worst  ages  of  the 
world,  to  force  from  the  cultivator  of  the  soil, 
to  wring  from  the  clenched  fist  of  penary,  to 
extract  from  the  mouth  of  hunger,  the  last 
unwilling  contribution  of  vassals  to  lords.  The 
tones  introduced  it  into  England  above  a  hun- 
dred years  a^o.  Our  necessities  compelled  us 
to  resort  to  it,  in. a  small  degree,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  our  Government.  The  Federal 
Administration  of  1798  ran  it  np  to  its  highest 
amount.  Jefferson  overthrew  it.  The  war  d 
1816  C(Hnpelled  as  to  resort  to  it  a^ain.  Now, 
we  have  no  war,  no  Fednal  Administration,  no 
necessity,  and  the  disciples  of  Jefferson  are  in 
power.  The  English  whigs  have  overturned 
this  tory  tax  in  England ;  cannot  whig  repnbU- 
oans  overturn  it  here ! 

Mr.  B.  repeated,  with  energy  and  emphasis, 
and  wished  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  Senate, 
and  of  all  America,  fully  on  the  circumstance, 
tiiat  the  British  Parliament  had  totally  repealea 
tiie  salt  duties  of  Great  Britain.  The  iniorma- 
tion  collected  by  the  Committee  of  the  Hoose  oS 
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GommoDS,  in  1816,  effected  the  immediate  over* 
throw  of  these  duties.  The  Eiug'B  minUters 
Tithdrew  their  opposition,  impossible  as  it  was 
for  the  tTeasary  to  do  without  the  product  of 
the  dnties,  and  difficult  as  it  was  to  find  a  new 
article  of  taxation  on  which  the  amount  might 
be  levied ;  butt  thej  withdrew  their  opposition, 
and  the  bill  for  the  repeal  went  through  both 
Honses  without  further  debate,  and  received 
the  approbation  of  the  King  the  next  day. 
This  is  what  was  done  upon  the  prajera  of  the 
people,  la  a  country  where  tiie  people  are  very 
imperfeotiy  represented  in  one  branch  of  the 
liBKialatare,  not  represented  at  all  in  the  other, 
and  where  the  chief  magistrate  who  approves 
the  act  is  an  hereditary  ruler ;  where  the  neces- 
nty  for  the  tax  was  urgent;  where  the  domestic 
supply  of  artificial  salt  was  abundant ;  where  the 
manufacturers  of  this  salt  clamored  for  protec- 
tion ;  but  where  the  voice  of  the  people  washeard, 
and  every  minor  interest  made  to  yield  to  that 
sacred  voice.  He  quoted  this  example,  and  dwelt 
upon  it :  for  he  hdd  it  to  be  impossible  that  the 
republican  Congress  of  the  Uaited  States,  with- 
out a  single  restraining  motive  which  operated  in 
Oreat  Britain,  could  refuse  to  do  for  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  what  King,  Lords,  and  Oom- 
mons  had  done  for  the  snl^ects  of  the  Britaah 
Crown. 

Mr.  B.  then  expluned  the  provisions  of  his 

bill.  He  siud  it  proposed,  in  the  first  place,  to 
make  the  reduction  to  ton  cents  (now  provided 
for  by  law)  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  April 
ensuing,  instead  of  the  last  day  of  December 
next.  The  last  day  of  December  happened  to 
he  the  most  unfavorable  season  that  could  be 
found  in  the  whole  year.  It  was  "the  day 
after  the  feast."  Hog-kiUing  time,  which 
created  the  great  demand  for  salt,  was  just 
over,  so  that  the  dnty  was  kept  up  to  the  very 
moment  that  it  pressed  hardest.  The  tme  sea- 
son for  the  reduction  to  take  effect  was  tlie 
spring,  the  month  of  April,  wh«i  the  rivers  of 
the  west  were  all  flowed,  and  the  returning 
steamboats,  and  the  dtizens  who  had  gone 
down  to  New  Orleans  on  trading  voyages,  could 
bring  Qp  supplies  for  the  ensuing  fall.  The 
second  reduction  in  the  hill  was  to  take  effect 
in  April,  1883,  and  the  duty  to  cease  entirely 
in  April,  1888 — requiring^  about  two  years  to 
completo  the  entire  abolition  of  the  tax.  This 
was  a  slow  process  compared  to  what  took  place 
in  Mr.  Jefferson's  time.  The  whole  tax  was 
then  abolished  at  two  reductions,  and  both 
made  in  one  single  year ;  and,  while  that  great 
friend  of  the  people  remained  at  the  head  of 
afiairs,  no  more  salt  tax  was  heard  of  in 
America.  Mr.  B.  hoped  that  this  weuld  soon 
be  the  case  ^un ;  that  two  or  three  years 
more  woold  ezmbit  this  fovored  land  emanci- 
pated fh)m  the  salt  tax,  and  enalde  every  farmer 
to  give  food  to  his  family,  salt  to  his  stocky  and 
send  his  provisions  to  mar^t.  without  paying  a 
daily  and  hourly  tax  to  the  Federal  Oovemment. 

iir.  B.  would  make  no  f^xdooy  for  detuning 
the  Senate  on  this  satyeot^  ua  knew  it  was 


felt  by  many  as  an  intrusion.  Otiier  operaticnu 
had  gotten  into  fiishion,  and  suffered  impatient 
interruption,  while  an  hour's  attention  was 
claimed  for  the  people.  Still  he  would  make 
no  apology.  He  stood  apon  his  rights,  which 
gave  him  authority  to  discuss  the  affairs  of  the 
people.  He  took  post  upon  the  words  of  the 
oonstitction,  which  created  the  Congress  for 
the  express  purposes  of  legislatioru  He  knew 
himself  to  be  backed  by  those  whose  backing 
was  worth  having ;  he  felt  himself  to  be  cheered 
by  those  plaudits  whidh  were  unbought  and 
nnpnrchasable.  He  should  proceed  as  lon^;  as 
he  felt  that  backing  and  heard  that  eheenng. 
He  would  proceed,  with  the  blesung  <k  God 
and  the  approbation  of  the  people,  until  two 
great  objects  should  be  accomplished — till  the 
salt  tax  was  abolished,  and  the  price  of  refuse 
laud  reduced  I 

Mr.  SuiTH,  of  Md.,  made  a  few  remarks  on 
the  subject.  He  aaiA  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
repealme  the  duty  on  salt,  and  had  already  in- 
troduced a  bill  repealing  the  duties  on  that 
article,  among  many  others ;  but  that  he  should 
be  compelled  to  vote  against  the  bill  unless 
amended,  inasmuch  as  it  contonqtlated  a  repeal 
of  t^e  duly  on  alum  salt  alonfe,  which  was  pro- 
duced nowhere  but  at  Turk's  Island,  while  salt 
imported  from  all  other  placet^  England  in 
paracular,  would  be  exdnded  from  its ImiefltB. 

Mr.  Benton  rose  to  reply,  when  he  was 
interrupted  by  the  pBsaiDBHT,  who  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that  the  bill  could  not,  according  to 
the  rules  of  t^e  Senate,  be  introduced  while 
there  was  a  bill,  the  one  noticed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  contemplating  the  same 
measure,  lying  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bbntoit  replied,  that  the  bill  he  sought 
to  introduce  was  for  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on 
a  particular  kind  of  salt,  alum ;  while  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  was  to  repeal 
the  duty  on  salt  in  general.  He,  therefore, 
thought  the  measures  were  essentially  different. 

The  FBunsNT  dedded  that  the  ol^ect  of 
both  bills  as  ^  the  article  of  salt,  was  precisely 
the  same;  and  that  the  leave  asked  by  the 
gentieman  from  Missouri  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Behtoh  smd  he  felt  so  confident  of  the 
correctness  of  the  opinion  he  had  formed,  and 
so  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the 
measure,  that  he  must  appe^  to  the  Saute 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 

Mr,  HoLHBS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  question ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Hathk  observed  that  the  question  of 
order  which  had  just  arisen  was  a  new  and 
important  one.  As  he,  and  he  believed  other 
Senators,  wished  an  opportunity  to  examine 
into  the  rules  of  the  Senate  before  voting 
on  the  question,  he  ho^ed  the  snl^ect  wonld, 
by  general  consent,  be  laid  on  the  taUe ;  which 
was  done. 


Wedhesdai,  February  9. 
Mr.  GEnxDT  said  tha^  at  the  last  sesrioa  at 
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Congress,  &  report  was  received  from  the  Post- 
master General,  and^  in  conseqaence  of  the  ab- 
sence, at  the  time  or  its  receipt,  of  the  gentle- 
man who  made  the  call,  it  was  lud  on  the  ta- 
ble. He  now  moved  that  the  i^oi^  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate.  The  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Po»t  0£Ue  D^xtrtment  InvMtigaHon. 

The  resolution  dedaiii^  12iat  the  Select  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  examme  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  Post  OfBce  Department,  were  not 
authorized  to  call  before  them  persons  removed 
from  office,  for  the  pnrpose  of  ascertaining  the 
causes  of  their  removal,  was  again  taken  up. 

Mr.  Hbndbices  (another  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry)  uezt  rose.  He  said  he  would 
detfun  the  Senate  with  a  very  few  remarks ; 
and,  but  for  a  notice  by  the  chairman,  of  cer- 
tain proceedings  of  the  committee,  when  he 
was  not  present,  he  did  not  know  that  he 
should  have  mingled  at  all,  at  this  time,  in  the 
debate.  Absence  from  the  committee,  at  any 
time,  might)  onexplainedv  be  con»dered  a  dere- 
liction of  dn^,  with  which  he  did  not  feel  him- 
adf  in  the  teas^  degree  chargeaUe.  It  was 
well  known  to  tffe  c^urman,  as  well  as  to  the 
other  members  of  the  committee,  that,  previous 
to  any  knowledge  of  the  meeting  alluded  to, 
he  hod  been  notmed  to  meet  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  a  standing  committee  of  the 
Senate,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  This  fact 
he  had  communicated  to  the  oh^rman  of  the 
Select  Committee,  before  the  meeting  hifd  been 
called.  This  mutui  he  had  thonght  proper  to 
say,  in  explanation  of  the  reasons  of  bis  al>- 
sence  from  the  committee  that  morning. 

It  was  not  his  purpose^  said  Ifr.  H.,  to  go  into 
an  ezaminatirai  then  oi  the  condition  of  the 
Oeiwral  Post  Office,  for  that  was  a  duty  con- 
fided to  the  oommittee,  which  had  not  yet  been 
performed ;  that,  on  the  fragments  of  testimo- 
ny as  yet  before  the  committee,  he,  for  one, 
would  not  form  any  definite  opinion,  and  he 
would  not  prejudge  the  case.  The  oommittee 
had  closed  the  testimony  on  no  one  eangle 
point.  Tbe  testimony  of  Abraham  Bradley, 
the  first  witness,  had  not  been  closed.  Mr,  U, 
here  Epoke  of  the  late  Postmaster  General,  and 
said,  that  of  him  he  had  a  most  exalted  opin- 
ion. He  believed  him  to  be  an  honest  man ; 
an  upright  and  efficient  officer.  He  remarked 
that  as  to  the  present;  Postmaster  General,  he 
would  not,  at  this  time,  pass  either  censure  or 
oology ;  that  in  doing  either  he  should  feet 
himi^  pr^udging  the  case  before  the  endenoe 
had  been  heard.  The  committee  had  a  large 
field  before  them ;  had  taken  as  yet  but  little 
testimony,  eranpared  with  that  thought  neces- 
sary; and  that 'SO  far  there  was  no  testimony 
before  the  oommittee  to  criminate  the  Postmas- 
ter General.  This  remark  he  thonght  proper 
to  m^e ;  for,  from  the  journal  of  the  commit- 
tee, frequeiiuy  referred  to,  he  had  been  seen 
voting  very  broad,  and  almost  unlimited  inqui- 
ries anawers-  to  which  migbt  Berioosly  impti- 
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cate  the  Postmaster  General ;  inquiries  of  which 
the  Senators  from  Tennessee  and  New  Hamp- 
shire had  complained  to  the  Senate.  He 
had,  at  the  instance  of  the  chairman,  voted  In- 
terrogatories, based  on  the  allegations  of  per- 
sonrnnknown  and  unnamed  to  the  committee ; 
he  had  sanctioned  questions  which  did  not  ap- 
pear to  him  very  necessary,  because  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  thought  them  so,  and  it 
was  propw  for  him  to  say  t£at  this  course  waa 
not  based  on  any  testimony  (nven  to  the  com- 
mittee, of  ezistii^  maladi^niBtration  inthe  de- 
partment, bnt  was  taken  in  order  to  g^re  fn6 
and  expanded  scope  to  the  examination,  that 
misdemeanor,  if  it  existed,  might  be  ferreted 
out,  or,  that  rumor  with  her  hundred  tongnes 
might  be  hushed  into  silence.  Justice  required 
this  to  prevent  erroneous  impressions  from  the 
course  he  was  pursuing;  and  while  he  thus 
acted,  and  should  now  vote,  against  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  and  wish 
the  inquiry  to  progress,  he  shonld  feel  himself 
bound,  now,  and  at  all  times,  to  do  justice. 

He  was  somewhat  surprised  to  hear  the  pro- 
oeedingB  of  tiie  committee  thus  far  exhibited 
before  the  Senate ;  fhr  it  had  been  agreed,  that 
until  they  ^oold  be  given  in  the  form  of  a  re- 
port, they  shonld  remain  exdn^vely  with  the 
committee.  Bnt  of  this  he  would  not  com- 
plain, for  every  thing  done  by  him  in  commit- 
tee had  been  done  from  the  house  top,  and  noth- 
ing for  concealment.  The  chairman,  however, 
had  thought  proper  to  suggest,  and  somewhat 
in  the  tone  of  complaint,  that  a  modification  of 
one  question,  calling  on  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral for  the  causes  <n  removal,  had  been  made. 
He  says  tb&t,  in  the  interrogatory  referred  to, 
the  caoses  of  removal,  in  each  individual  case, 
are  not  required,  and  that  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral is  requested  to  dasni^  the  causes  fbr  brev- 
ity's sake.  Ur.  H.  said  he  had  voted  for  thia 
modification,  wishing  to  make  a  report  at  the 
present  session,  and  believing  that  witbont  title 
modification  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  De- 
partment to  answer  the  call  before  the  4th  of 
March.  How  correct  be  was  in  that  opinion, 
the  commnnication  from  the  department  to  tiie 
committee  would  show. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  H.  sidd,  that  the  whole 
matter  had  confirmed  him  in  a  belief  of  the 
correctness  of  his  vote,  originally  given,  for  re- 
ferring this  examinaticm  to  the  standing  com- 
mittee. That  was  the  committee  which  onght 
to  have  been  charged  with  this  duty,  with 
the  sffiura  of  that  department,  the  atanding 
committee  must  neoesurily  be  more  fiunillar 
than  tbe  Select  Committee  could  possibly  be. 
It  was  their  ordinary  bnrinesa  and  duty  to  ex- 
amine into  and  understand  the  outdition  of  the 
General  Post  Office.  To  a  Select  Oommittee  the 
whole  business  was  entirely  new. 

^Tom  what  had  been  said  it  would  readily  be 
seen  that  the  committee  were  employed  in  a 
most  laborious  examination;  and  should  the 
Senate  pass  the  resolntion  of  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee,  the  oommittee  would  be  reUeved 
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from  mQCh  of  its  harden.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, vote  for  the  resolution.  He  entered  upon 
the  duties  required  of  the  committee  with  great 
reluctance,  hut,  having  proceeded  thus  far,  he 
was  inclined  to  go  through.  Let  us  not,  said. 
Mr."H.,  waste' the  time  of  the  Senate  in  debat- 
ing the  matter  now.  The  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware was  the  first  who  moved  in  this  business. 
Be  had  repeatedly  said  that  there  was  good 
reason  for  believing  in  the  maladministration  of 
the  department,  and  said,  let  us  have  light  He 
woold  not  undertake,  at  this  time,  to  b«x  aoy 
thing  about  the  dialaoministration  of  the  de- 
partment, but  with  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
he  would  vote  ag^nst  the  resolution  before  the 
Senate,  and  proceed  in  the  business  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  would  not  consent  to  stop  at  the 
present  point,  and  pnbnsh  this  discussion  to  the 
world,  to  become  a  political  text-book,  instead 
of  authentic  facts  and  testimonj.  Something 
had  been  said  in  committee  about  large  extra 
allowances  to  contractors  in  this  neighborhood. 
This  allegation  he  wished  to  inquire  into.  Sug- 
gestions, too,  had  been  made  of  similar  impro- 
prietiea  in  the  State  he  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
Beat  This  matter  be  wished  to  know  all  about 
He  was  anxious  to  know  if  there  were  any  se- 
rions  evil  in  the  department ;  any  thing  aeri- 
OQsly  to  militato  agunst  the  passage  of  the 
post  roato  bill,  now,  and  last  session  too,  be- 
fore Oongress.  The  department  dould,  if  pos- 
uble,  sustfun  its  own  weight  He  was  far, 
however,  from  believing  that  it  ought  to  he 
looked  to  as  a  source  of  revenue.  Intelligence, 
and  the  convenience  of  the  people,  were,  its 
chief  objects.  He  was  anxious  tnat  the  post 
route  hiU  should  pass,  and  for  one,  if  that  meas- 
ure were  necessary,  he  would  vote  an  appropria- 
tion to  meet  the  expense.  Xt  was  his  wish  that 
the  new  settlements  of  his  own  State  should  be 
supplied  with  the  mail,  and  in  that  point  of 
Tiew  felt  an  interest  in  the  wliole  matter  which 
others  might  not  Ibel. 

Mr.  OtATTOJT  agdn  took  the  floor.  It  is, 
said  he,  with  unfeigned  reluctance  that  I  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  again  engaging  in  a  discussion 
of  a  resolntion  of  the  honorable  genUeman  from 
Tennessee.  Laboring  as  I  do  at  this  time  under 
considerable  indisposition,  it  would  be  mnch 
more  agreeable  to  my  feelings,  if  consistent 
with  my  sense  of  duty,  to  suffer  those  who 
originated  this  debate  to  *'  form  their  political 
text-hook  for  the  year,"  aa  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  has  phrased  it^  without  any  attempt  on 
my  part  to  mar  its  beauties  or  correct  its  er- 
rors ;  but  the  remarks  which  I  hod  the  honor 
to  address  to  the  Senate  on  this  subjeot  have 
been  so  grossly  perverted,  and  ^e  real  state  of 
tiie  funds  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  as 
they  appear  &om  the  documents  before  as,  has 
been  so  incorrectly  represented  by  the  mem- 
bers from  Now  Hampshire  and  Tennessee, 
(Messrs.  Woodbdbt  and  GanKnT,)  that  I  am 
again  compelled  to  trespass  upon  the  indul- 
gence of  tltis  honorable  body. 

His  QSi,  GBinrDY's)  reasoning  to  screen  the 
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Postmaster  General  from  this  invesUgation 
proves  too  much.  It  would  prevent  us  from 
examining  the  conduct  of  all  those  subordinate 
officers  of  this  Government,  who  are  as  liable  to 
impeachment  as  the  President  or  chiefs  of  depart- 
ments. The  gentleman  from  Maine  has  justly 
remarked  that  the  Senate  is,  for  some  purposes,  a 
udicial,  for  others  an  executive,  and  for  others  a 
egislativebody.  It  exerdses  all  the  powers  inci- 
dent to  each  of  these  capacities,  independently  of 
otiiers.  Was  it  ever  heard  that  the  Senate  for- 
bore to  coQucil  and  advise  the  Preddent  in  their 
executive  character,  because  they  might  thereby 
prejudge  matters  wliich,  by  possibility,  might 
afterwards  be  submitted  to  them  as  legislators  f 
Should  we  refuse  to  hear  a  word  to  convince  us 
of  the  necessity  of  passing  an  act  to  prevent, 
by  increasing  the  penalties  for  extortion  in  oor 
public  officers,  because  we  might  be  called  upon 
to  tr^  them  as  judges  f  Did  we  refuse  to  de- 
cide m  our  jadiclal  capacity  a  question  of  con- 
tempt, because  such  a  hill  as  has  since  been  in- 
troduced, to  regulate  the  law  of  contempt, 
mi^ht  be  brought  before  as?  The  argument, 
if  it  deserves  we  name  of  one,  would  subvert 
the  power,  and  obstruct  the  whole  action  of 
the  Senate,  In  all  snoh  cases  the  ot^ection  of 
pr^udgiug  Is  met  and  crudied  by  the  antagonis- 
ing consideration,  that  onr  duty  to  Ihe  peopl& 
and  our  oaths  to  support  the  magna  oharta  of 
their  lihertica,  require  of  us  to  close  every  av- 
enne  against  the  possible  abuse  of  power,  and 
to  expose  and  restriun  every  encrobchment  upon 
their  rights.  Sir,  there  are,  perhaps,  a  hundred 
cases  appearing  on  our  records,  in  which  in- 
quiries  have  been  made  here  into  abuses  of  the 
Government,  for  the  purposes  of  lerislation ; 
and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  this  is  the 
fii^t  tim&  in  the  history  of  uiis  body,  when 
such  an  olyection  has  been  advanced  to  screen  a 
public  officer  from  a  fair  and  full  investigation 
of  tiie  prindplea  which  have  rwilated  his  offi- 
cial c<mdnct  It  is  no  less  strikmg  than  novel, 
too,  that  the  friends  of  the  Postmaster  General 
should  betray  such  great  sensitiveness,  lest  the 
examination  of  the  committee  should  lead  to 
his  impeachment.  When  that  committee  was 
appointed  in  the  early  port  of  this  session,  it 
was  vauntingly  urged  by  his  friends  here,  that 
they  defied  the  investigation,  tind  courted  the 
inquiry.  Their  cry  was,  "  none  but  the  galled 
jade  winces."  "  Examine  every  thing  and  you 
will  find  all  right"  The  original  resolution  di- 
recting the  inquiry  into  the  entire  management 
of  the  department,  was  adopted  with  an  air  <rf 
triumph,  though  the  anxiety  to  avoid  tiie  scru- 
tiny of  a  Select  Committee  did  not  very  well 
comport,  as.  I  thought  then,  sir,  with  the  lofty 
and  sounding  phrases  which  accompanied  it 
When  the  trial  begins,  we  see  that  a  new  light 
is  suddenly  shed  on  the  question  then  decided. 
A  part  of  the  power  which  was  delegated  to 
the  committee,  must  be  now  revok^.  The 
light  begins  to  shine  too  hrightiy,  and  the  cry 
is,  we  are  afraid' you  will  disclose  impeachable 
matter.  In  other  words^  the  fear  is,  that  the 
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Postmaster  General  has  so  grosslj  violated  the 
law  and  the  constitntion,  that  if  we  suffer  your 
committee  to  examine  his  principles  of  official 
action,  with  a  view  to  restrain  him,  we  may  be 
compelled  to  try  him  on  an  impeachment  I  I 
will  not  deny  this,  sir,  hecaase  it  has,  donbtless, 
been  permitted  to  these  gentlemen  to  learn 
much,  more  of  the  B^^rets  of  his  department 
than  myself;  and,  as  I  do  not  love  to  contradict 
gentlemen^  when  I  can  avoid  it,  I  agree  that  the 
wprehensioDS  they  express  may  be  well  gronnd' 
ed.  If  the  proof  be  not  arrested  a  scene  of  bar- 
ter and  smnggling  for  office  may  be  disclosed, 
the  like  of  which  never  before  disgraced  this  or 
any  other  conntry.  It  may  be  that  the  people 
will  stand  aghast  at  it,  and  every  bqnest  man 
of  the  political  party  which  has  elevated  the 
chief  of  this  department  to  his  present  station, 
shall  view  this  scene  of  political  corruption 
with  horror !  Does  the  department  cower  un- 
der these  charges,'  sir  i  Does  it,  in  the  face  of 
an  honest  but  deluded  people,  still  shun  the 
light  under  the  bypooritiGal  pretence  tiiat  we 
cannot  inqtdre  into  impeachatue  matter!  Yes, 
sir,  it  dare  do  this ;  and  it  has  found  a  supporter 
here,  who,  while  he  expresses  his  fears  that  we 
are  ferreting  out  crimes  of  which  we  may  af- 
terwards become  judges,  denounces  us.as  petty 
constables  for  our  trouble.  Yet,  bo  it  remem- 
bered that  this  comes  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Executive  Patronage;  and,  as 
the  Senator  £rom  Maine,  who  was  a  meml>er  of 
it,  has  alleged,  without  contradiction,  in  the 
debate  here,  from  the  very  author  of  l!he  re- 
port of  that  committee,  which,  in  1826,  ex- 
amined every  department  of  the.  Government 
for  Anises,  and  reported  six  bills  to  check  the 
current  of  Executive  power,  with  a  voluminous 
exposition  of  facta  and  alle^^  crimes,  to  lay 
the  foundation  of  led^sdativeinterferaice.  .Look 
at  the  report  t  One  of  the  bills  contains  a  dause 
to  compel  the  President  to  assign  the  causes  for 
every  removal  from  any  office  referred  to  in 
1^  bill.  It  was  not  only  deemed  proper,  then, 
to  disclose  impeachable  matter,  but  necessair 
to  compel  that  disclosure  for  executive  as  weU 
as  legislative  purposes.  Now,  the  very  conrse 
recommended  at  that  time  is  right  for  no  pur- 
pose. Another  of  these  bills  provided  that  no 
postmaster,  where  the  profits  of  his  office 
amount  to  a  certain  sum,  shall  be  appointed  to, 
or  removed  from,  office  by  the  President  and 
Senate.  The  a^ment  in  favor  of  this  bill 
then  pressed  upon  the  people,  was,  that  the  in- 
fluenoe  and  patronage  of  the  department  were 
so  vast,  that  it  had  become  one  of  the  "  arbi- 
ters of  human  fate  "  in  this  conntry,  and  conld 
no  longer  be  sa&ly  trusted  to  a  sinjgle  individ- 
nal.  The  committee,  instead  of  telling  us  they 
were  afraid  to  ferret  out  crimes,  say  they 
"  hold  themselves  to  be  acting  in  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  in  laboring  to  multiply  the 
guards,  and  close  the  avenues  to  the  possible 
abuse  of  power and  the  impeachable  matter 
which  is  now  so  objectionable  a  feature  in  this 
inqniiy,  was  tiisD  bo  g^orioos  a  discoTery,  that 
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six  thousand  copies  of  the  report  were  printed 
by  the  Senate,  and  scattered  throughout  the 
conntry.  Wo  see  here  who  were  the  "  petty  c6n- 
Btahles  "  of  that  day ;  and  if  a  change  of  times 
has  not  produced  a  change  of  principle  too,  we 
shall  now  proceed  fearlessly  in  ferreting  out 
abuses  of  every  description  which  we  can  re- 
form or  inhibit.  If,  for  doing  so,  we  receive 
the  appellation  of  petty  constables,  let  us  rely 
for  - oup  reward  on-tiie  approbation  of  our 
consciences,  and  our  country,  taking  care  to 
merit  no  more  humble  title  than  that  of  honest 
constables,  who  never  charge  donble  compen- 
sation for  their  trouble. 

But  it  is  alleged  that  this  question  was  decid- 
ed by  the  Senate  at  the  lost  session,  when  they 
refused  to  inquire  into  tlie  causes  which  induced 
the  President  to  sweep  the  list  of  civil  officers, 
and  the  aid  of  precedent  is  invoked  to  effect  a 
suppression  of  this  investigation.  Sir,  I  am 
not  aware  that  this  Senate  has,  in  the  gloomiest 
period  of  subserviency  to  Executive  will,  de- 
cided the  abstract  principle,  that  even  the  Pres- 
ident is  above  the  law,  or  that  his  principles  of 
action,  while  administering  .tiie  conBtitutlon, 
are  not  liable  to  investigation.  I  know  well 
that,  in  the  executive  sessions  during  the  last 
year,  inqntries,  In  particular  cases  of  removal, 
were  repeatedly  refused,  some  thinking  the  in- 
quiries inexpedient  in  those  particular  instan- 
ces. The  power  of  the  representatives  of  the 
States  was  held  in  slight  estimation  by  the  ad- 
vocates of  Executive  influence  at  that  day,  it 
is  most  trne ; .  but  even  then  no  man  pretended 
that  all  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  covered  with  the  same  legis 
which  protected  their  chief.  The  argument 
then  was,  sir,  that  the  IVesident  was  answera- 
ble only  to  the  people  who  elected  him  at  the 
pdl^  and  not  to  their  representatives — a  dls- 
tincMon  td  which  I  never  oowed  with  any  re- 
spect, and  which  I  still  think  is  entiOed  to 
none.  But  the  chiefs  of  deputments  are  nei- 
ther elected  by  the  people  nor  the  States,  nor 
answerable  to  either  in  any  other  way  than 
through  their  representatives  here,  to  whom 
their  whole  powers  are  conferred  The  Post- 
master General,  like  the  rest  of  these  chiefs,  is 
an  officer  unknown  to  the  constitution,  and  the 
creature  of  the  law  only.  Congress  enacted  the 
law  which  constitutes  his  whole  authority  for 
action.  It  made  him.  It  can  repeal  that  law 
and  unmake  him.  Upon  the  very  principles 
conceded  by  those  who  sheltered  your  Presi- 
dent from  scrutiny,  the  chief  of  this  dq>artment 
is  amenable,  like  every  otiier  creature  of  the 
law,  to  his  creators.  And  if  not,  then  is  every 
other  executive  officer  of  this  Government  at 
all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  above 
the  very  law  which  established  bis  office.  Yon 
cannot,  on  this  principle,  investigate  the  con- 
duct of  the  most  petty  officer  in  the  customs, 
withoat  invading  the  royal  prerogative;  and 
the  principle  that  the  "  King  can  do  no  wrong," 
which  even  England  knows  only  in  theory,  is 
here  tranaferred  to  every  subordinate  of  the 
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Government,  until  everj  "  pelting  petty  officer  " 
becomes  a  tyrant,  amenable  to  no  haman  tri- 
banal  but  tlie  will  of  his  political  chief. 

But,  sir,  I  have  used,*  It  seema,  an  unfortn- 
nat«  expression.  "  Frosoription  "  is  itself  pro- 
scribed. The  geatienun  from  Tennessee,  vith 
his  nine  causes  of  remotal,  complains  of  the 
use  of  the  word  most  grievoasly.  His  delicate 
organs,  and  the  still  more  tender  sensibilities  of 
the  Pc^tmaster  General,  are  not  to  be  assailed 
by  so  unseemly  a  phrase,  and  he  makes  a  hit  at 
the  Senator  from  Maine  for  daring  to  say  "pro- 
scription." Sir,  we  shall  hardly  be  driven  from 
the  appropriate  use  of  the  offensive  phrase,  even 
though  the  chief  of  this  department  should  be 
subject  tofaintiDgfitaatthosound.  Itisaword 
of  such  "  exceeding  good  command,"  that  he  and 
ilia  advocates  must  pardon  me  if  I  try  how  I 
can  speak  it  in  pure  emulation  of  my  friend 
from  Main^  to  whom  the  member  from  Ten- 
nessee, harug  most  exqniute  organs  to  Jud^ 
between  us,  bat  not  yet  naving  riven  me  a  fair 
bearing,  has  awarded  the  palm  ror  pronouncing 
it  better  than  any  other  man  in  this  nation,  I 
Bay,  then,  in  the  name  of  an  insulted  and  abused 

Seoplc,  to  this  chief  of  a  department,  who  has 
riven  hundreds  of  better  men  than  himself 
from  the  public  service,  that,  although  bis  ad- 
vocate here  has  forbid  our  tongues  to  speak  of 
"proscription,"  yet  I  would  that  every  victim 
of  his  unmerited  displeasure  might  nnd  him 
when  he  lies  asleep,  and  halloo  in  his  ear  "  pro* 
BoripUon." 

"Nay,  I  would  have  a  starling  taught  to  speak 
Nothing  but '  proscription,'  and  give  it  him 
To  keep  his  anger  still  in  moUon." 

He  should  be  met  at  his  incomings  and  his  oat- 

foings,  and  every  honest  man  should  ring  it  in 
is  ears  until  the  effects  of  bis  proscription  are 
properly  appreciated  by  him.  And  now  may  I 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  whose 
nerves  are  so  sensitive  on  this  subject,  how,  in 
his  judgment,  I  pronounce  the  word  proscrip- 
tionf 

rHr.  Gbdiidt — exceedingly  weU.] 
Then  the  bonorable  member  wilL  I  hope, 
hereafter  hesitate  to  decide  before  he  has  heard 
all  tite  evidenoe.  Hay  the  good  word  never  be 
laughed  ont  uf  oonntenance  by  any  political 
wit  snapper  who  may  be  displeased  by  its  use. 
For  the  present,  I  fear  much  that  the  effect  of 
the  vindictive  spirit  which  has  actuated  this 
department  may  not  be  properly  appreciated, 
for  it  has  been  alleged  here,  that  this  proscrip- 
tion meeta  the  full  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  bis  name  has  been  used  as  a  political 
dtcantatur,  to  hash  the  inquiry  into  repose. 
This  sonnds  the  tocsin  of  party,  and  invokes 
the  aid  of  that  influence  which  can  at  all  times 
snocessfolly  suppress  truth  and  propagate  false- 
hood. We  may  despair  in  sncfa  a  contest,  and 
be  compelled  to  aoknowlodge  that  if  he  wfa<f 
presides  over  this  repnblio  has  sanctioned  all 
titis  proscription,  we  are  too  powerless  to  ob- 
tain redress.  But  it  will  be  soon  seen  whether 


[Skkatb. 

there  be  not  one  man  in  this  nation  able  to 
breast  its  terrors  when  even  the  President  hnrls 
his  thanders.  There  are  hawks*  abroad,  su*. 
Itamor  allies  that  the  plundering  falcon  hsa 
lately  stooped  upon  a  nil-winged  eagle  that 
never  yet  flinched  from  a  contest,  and,  as  might 
be  naturally  expected^  all  await  the  result  with 
intense  interest.  It  is  given  out  that  the  in- 
tended victim  of  proscription  now  is  one  dis- 
tinguished &r  above  all  m  office  for  the  vigor 
and  splendor  of  his  intellect : 

—**  Ucat  Inter  omnes 
Telut  inter  ignea  loaa  minores." 

One  who  has  been  a  prominent  member  of 
the  party  which  gave  power  to  our  modem 
dictator,  is  to  feel  the  undying  vengeance  which 
can  burst  fortii  after  the  lapse  of  twelve  years, 
for  an  act  done,  or  a  word  sdd,  in  a  high  offi- 
cial station,  and  under  the  solemn  obligation  of 
an  oath.  Bat  if  that  eneny  and  firmness 
which  have  hitherto  characterized  him  throijgh 
life,  do  not  now  desert  him  in  this  his  hour  of 
greatest  peril,  we  may  yet  live  to  see  one  who 
has  been  marked  out  as  a  victim,  escape  un- 
scathed even  by  that  power  which  has  thus  far 
prostrated  alike  the  barriers  of  public  law  and 
tlie  sanctity  of  private  reputation.  In  the  mean 
time  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  injuries  in- 
flicted by  that  proscription  which  levels  first  at 
the  office,  and  then  at  character  to  justify  the 
blow,  is  not  less  severely  felt  because  the  suf- 
Arer  bas  not  moved  in  a  splendid  circle.  The 
"  beetle  that  we  tread  npon  may  fed  a  pang  as 
great  as  when  a  giant  dies ;  "  and,  looking  to 
vae  case  to  which  I  have  alluded,  may  not  the 
hundreds  who  have  felt  the  sting  of  unmerited 
reproach  furly  invoke  the  sympathies  of  oth- 
ers who  are  now  made  the  objects  of  an  attack 
not  less  unmerited  and  unrelenting  in  its  char- 
acter than  that  which  their  humbler  efforts 
may  have  been  unable  to  renst  ? 

And  now,  sir,  to  return  to  the  resolution. 
It  is  declaratory  of  the  limits  of  the  commission 
under  which  the  committee  act,  by  its  very 
terms.  It  affirms  what  is  untrue,  that  we  have 
no  power,  under  our  commission,  to  make  this 
inquiry.  The  original  resolution  directs,  as  we 
have  seen,  an  inquiry  into  the  "entire  manage- 
ment of  the  Post  Office  Department,"  Why 
do  not  gentiemen  say  in  terms,  that  their  aim 
and  object  is  to  repeal  a  port  of  the  powers 
origin^y  conferred  ?  Why  not  boldly  avow  at 
once,  that  the  boastful  defiance  of  inquiry,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  when  the 
committee  was  appointed,  was  but  an  empty 
vaunt,  which  it  is  now  found  necessary  to  re- 
tract? The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  says 
that  he  can  supply  us  with  all  ^e  information 
on  the  snlfject  of  the  causes  of  removes.  He 
enumerates  nine  of  these :  Ist,  Intemperance ; 
2d,  Delinquency ;  8d,  Prying  into  letters ;  4th, 
Concealing  or  withholding  letters;  6th,  Ha- 
bitual negligenoe  of  duty ;  6th,  Incompotenoy ; 
7th,  Refusal  to  comply  with  the  regulations  of 
the  Department;  8th,  Discharging  the  post- 
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maaten'  dutiea  deputies  under  age;  9th, 
laving  off  the  post  rentes.  And  the  honorable 
gentlemui  sQms  up  this  list  of  causes  with  the 
sweeping  declaration,  **  that  he  has  no  doubt 
there  has  not  been  a  single  instance  of  remoTal 
but  for  one  or  other  of  these  cansesl  "  Sir,  are 
we  to  suppose  that  the  Postmaster  General  in- 
Btructed  him  to  make  such  a  declaration  ?  The 
honorable  member  can  know  but  little  on  the 
fiubject,  of  his  own  knowledge.  He  lives  in  a 
district  whose  political  sins  have  not  demanded 
such  ezpiatiou  as  this  of  removal  from  office. 
But  we  who  live  north  of  the  Potomac  know, 
rir,  that  his  ennmeration  of  canaos  is  a  gross  in- 
sult to  hnadreds  of  our  worthy  oitizeos,  who 
have  been  removed  without  any  other  trans- 
greamon  than  that  with  which,  according  to  the 
orthodox  creed  emanating  ex  cathedrahet^  is 
denominated  political  heresy.  In  the  mean 
time,  sir,  this  declaration  of  the  ^ntleman 
shows  ns  how  just  were  our  suspicions,  that 
th%  files  of  this  department  have  been  filled 
with  groundless  accusations  against  the  vicUms 
of  its  proscription,  which  may  sleep  there  un- 
refutea,  because  they  remain  unknown,  until, 
in  the  lapse  of  time,  when  the  men  have  been 
l(ud  in  their  graves,  these  receptacles  of  filth 
may  be  opened  by  the  hand  c£  DenevoleD0&  to 
tarnish  the  memory  of  those  before  whom,  while 
livihg^  ttie  aoonsers  dared  not  show  their  foces. 
Hia  very  statement  of  causes,  therefore,  exhibits 
the  strongest  reason  for  demanding  an  exposi- 
tion of  the  facts.  Bat,  sir,  the  blow  is  not 
merely  levelled  at  the  hundreds  of  removed 
postmasters.  It  strikes  directly  at  their  late 
chie^  who  retuned  them  all  in  office.  The 
declaration  thus  made  boldly  to  the  world  is, 
that  he  kept  in  office  some  five  or  six  hundred 
men,  who  were  either  drunken,  or  were  prying 
into  correspondenoe,  or  were  guilty  of  some 
other  of  the  enormities  enumerated  in  this  list. 
Hie  answer  to  it  all,  ia,  look  at  the  state  of  the 
money  obest  now,  and  remember  what  it  was 
when  John  If  eLun  was  eompeUed  to  luve  it 
or  surrender  his  independence  as  a  man,  and 
become  the  tool  of  ttus  prosciiptive  and  arbi- 
trary power. 

But  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  finds  anbther 
cause  for  suppressing  the  inquiry,  in  what  he 
« calls  the  veraict  of  the  people.  The  gentleman 
from  Maine  had  complained  of  tho  removal  of 
some  twenty-five  postmasters  in  one  of  the 
counties  of  that  State.  The  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee says  he  has  no  right  to  complain,  be- 
cause the  people  there  have  sanctioned  the  pro- 
scription by  ^ving  their  vote  for  the  admmis- 
tration.  Sir,  T  pretend  to  know  nothing  of  the 
case.  But  I  may  ad^  dU  the  people  act  with 
B'Tiew  to  all  the  subordinate  officers  of  the 
Government,  when  they  merely  approved  of 
the  general  acts  of  tiie  Preddentf  The  con- 
duct of  these  subordinates  was  probably  no 
part  of  the  issue  joined  before  the  people. 
From  the  nature  of  things,  we  must  believe  it 
could  not  have  been  so.  So  far  from  passing 
sentence  on  Uie  removed  officers  by  their  vote. 


[FnaoABT,  IB81. 

the  people  probably  were  engrossed  by  what 
they  deemed  more  important  considerations  af- 
fecting the  general  welfare  of  their  country. 
Bat,  BIT,  if  they  had  aiited  with  a  view  to  these 
offices  alone,  would  it  have  been  quite  fair  to 
have  urged  the  force  of  their  verdict  upon  nst 
It  would  not  sound 'well,  in  any  supposable 
case,  to  offer  bribes  or  threats  to  any  part  of 
the  jury,  and  then  plead  their  verdict  in  justifi- 
cation of  the  act ;  and  the  very  evil  complained 
of  being  the  infiuenoe  of  Executive  patronage 
on  the  elective  franchise,  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say,  without  reference  to  the  people  of  Uaine^ 
or  any  other  particular  State,  that  if  yon  can 
find  a  case  which  has  been  decided  by  the  hi- 
floenco  of  that  patronage,  you  might  as  well 
boast  that  you  had  embraced  a  jury,  and  poini 
in  justification  to  the  verdict,  as  to  pinme  yonr- 
sdves  upon  the  effect  which  that  patronage  has 
produced.  And  if  the  argument  has  any 
weiglit,  what  shall  be  said  of  those  verdicts 
which  the  people  have  rendered  in  other  dis- 
tricts of  country,  where  the*  proscription  has 
been  equally  extensive,  and  where,  in  defiance 
of  your  patronage,  the  decision  has  been  against 
you! 

There  is  no  department  this  Government, 
sir,  in  which  the  people  take  so  lively  an  inter- 
est as  the  post  ofllce.  It  should  be  so  conduct 
ed  as  to  secure  their  perfect  oonfidenoe.  It 
f^oold,  therefore,  have  no  party  character 
whatever.  So  anxious  was  Mr.  Jefferstm  to 
deprive  it  of  all  political  connection,  as  we 
learn  from  his  memoirs,  that  he  prohibited  the 
employment  of  any  printer  in  the  department, 
even  so  far  as  to  be  concerned  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  mail.  Suppose  that,  in  his  day, 
or  that  of  any  former  I^^dent,  it  had  been 
charged  with  operating  on  the  elective  fns^- 
chise,  and  the  rights  of  the  States;,  tlirongh  the 
immense  inflaence  of  an  army  of  dependoitB^ 
amounting  to  more  than  ten  thousand  men, 
with  Bubsidi^ng  the  press,  establishing  a  sys- 
tem of  espionage,  and  wasting  the  pnbho  treaa< 
ure  in  disbursements  to  political  favorites — 
ask,  would  any  party,  at  any  former  period, 
have  had  the  hardihood,  after  an  invetttigation 
had  been  set  on  foot  to  ascertain  the  truth  <rf 
such  conjectures,  to  suppress  the  investigation, 
or  to  restrict  it  in  any  particular,  fi>r  the  purpose 
of  preventing  a  complete  development  of  all  its 
operations  f   Yet  such  charges  are  now  loudly 

C claimed  against  it ;  such  an  investigation  has 
n  called  for,  and  the  very  object  of  the  reso- 
latioD  on  your  table  is  to  dose  the  door  against 
inquiry. 

Sir,  I  havd  done.  In  the  fearless  'discluvge 
of  my  duty  here,  I  may  have  drawn  down  on 
my  own  head  the  vengeance  ai  a  power,  more 
terrible  than  any  .which  all  tlie  otber  anthoii- 
ties  of  this  Government  combined  can  widd ; 
but  I  should  have  proved  a  faithless  represent- 
ative, and  recreant  to  the  interests  of  the  in- 
trepid people  who  have  never  yet  bowed  to 
the  terrors  or  the  allurements  of  Executive  in- 
fluence, if  I  had  shrunk  from  its  perfonnan06b 
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Thctsdat,  FebniMT  10. 
Duty  on  Alum  Salt. 

Mr.  Bbbtton  asked  and  obtuned  leave  to 
withdraw  the  hill,  which  was  Idd  on  the  table 
ttie  other  day,  for  the  abrogation  of  the  dntj 
on  alam  salt. 

The  YiOB  PBBstDSRT  took  the  occasion  to 
say  that,  after  matare  examination  and  delib- 
eratioiL  he  was  satisfied  that  he  had  erroneonsly 
decided  that  the  above-mentioned  bill  coold  not 
be  reeeired.  He  considered  tiiat  it  was  at  the 
^•ponl  of  tiie  Senate^  as  other  billa  were.  ■ 

Mr.  Bunoir  then  gave  nottoe  that  he  voold 
tiMBorrow  flok  leave  to  introdnoe  a  nmilar  Ull 
«itha(Rne  modification, 

Thomat  Jeffinon  and  hit  Daughter. 
Mr.  PoiNDixTKB  rose  to  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce the  bill  of  which  he  yesterday  gave  notice. 
He  said  that,  observing  in  the  Telegraph  of  this 
moming,  in  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  day  before,  an  error,  by  which  it  appeared 
that  he  had  presented  a  memorial  from  Martha 
Bandolph,  the  daoghter^  and  only  surviving 
child  of  Thomas  Jemrson,  deceased,  it  was  dne 
to  the  fluiability  of  that  lady,  as  well  as  to 
himeel^  to  state,  that,  in  riving  notice  of  his 
intention  to  introdnoe  a  biirooaoeming  the  only 
snrviving  child  of  Thomas  Jefforson,  he  was 
aetoated  solely  by  his  own  views  of  the  high 
oblations  of  duty,  and  a  desire  to  rescue  the 
nation  from  the  impatation  of  a  want  of  grati- 
tude to  a  departed  statesman,  who  had  so 
largely  contributed  to  the  establishment  of  this 
Govenmient,  and  the  free  institatioos  under 
which  we  live.  No  memorial  was  either  re- 
ceived or  presented  on  this  snbjeot.  No  inti- 
mation whatever  has  been  made  of  a  desire  to 
tuing  tills  question  under  the  consideration  of 
Oongrees  by  the  individual  named  in  the  bill, 
which  he  had  asked  leave  to  introdnoe.  He 
had  DO  doubt  that  the  error  notioed  was  unlu- 
tentional  on  the  put  of  tihe  editor  of  the  Tele- 
graph. 

Ton  will  peroeive,  Mr.  President,  continued 
the  eloquent  Senator,  that  I  have  brought  be- 
f<»e  this  honorable  body  a  proposition  calcu- 
lated to  animate  the  patriotic  feeling  of  every 
American  citizen ;  a  proposition  which  has  too 
long  slept  in  the  bosoms  of  those  who  admin- 
ister this  Qovemment.  The  name  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  is  identified  with  the  independence 
and  glory  of,  this  country.  His  eulogy  is  writ- 
ten in  the  pages  of  faithful  history,  and  deeply 
impressed  on  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.  I 
will  not  deface  the  sublime  and  beautiful  pic- 
tare  by  any  attempt  to  retouch  it  witii  the  pen- 
dl  of  an  nnsUlfnl  artist;  bat  it  ahall  be  my 
humble  part  simply  to  bring  to  tfae  recoUeotion 
of  this  honorable  body  the  hi^  didms  of  this 
eminent  philosopher  and  statesman  to  the  grat- 
itude of  the  generation  who  survive  him,  and 
leave  to  others,  ht^ter  qualified  for  the  tasL 
the  ^eaiong  doty  of  iUofltnting  the  merits  and 


distingai^ed  services  of  one  whose  equal  has 
seldom  appeared  on  the  great  theatre  oi  the 
pcditical  ^ama  of  the  world.  Washington, 
La&yette,  and  their  oompanionB  in  arms,  ^^d- 
ed  the  physical  force  of  me  colonies  in  our  rev- 
olutionary straggle.  Jefferson,  Adams,  Frank- 
lin, anchtheir  compatriots  in  the  cabinet,  fought 
the  great  moral  battie  of  their  oppressed  coun- 
try at  that  memorable  epoch.  They  boldly  as- 
serted those  rights  and  priooipleB,  which  vindi- 
cated onr  cause  throughout  civilized  Europe, 
and  brought  into  action  the  invincible  energies 
of  the  American  people,  by  whose  perseverance 
and  valor  the  chains  (n  ^anny  were  bn^cm, 
and  the  mercenaries  of  the  tTrant  driven  from 
the  land  which  they  bad  dared  to  invade  and 
desolate  with  confii^ration,  robbery,  and  the 
sword.  Under  the  influence  of  feelings  honor- 
able to  our  national  character,  which  have 
been,  on  many  occasions,  signally  manifested, 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  a  few  years 
past,  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote,  made  a  vol- 
untary gift  to  General  Lafoyette,  of  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  a  further 
douation  of  a  township  of  laud  equal  in  value 
to  the  additional  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thoosand  dollars.  This  liberality  to  the  hero 
who  fought  our  batties,  who  erooused  our  ' 
cause,  and  shed  his  blood  in  our  defence,  and 
who  has  been  the  xmifimn  friend  of  Uherty  in 
both  hfflnispherea,  met  the  ^^probatlon  of  the 
people  at  large.  It  has  never  been  oomplidned 
of  by  the  most  vigilant  guardian  of  the  pnblio 
purse.  Our  national  gratitude  to  this  distin- 
gaished  man  was  due  to  his  disinterested  ser- 
vices and  sacrifices  in  the  great  cause  of  free- 
dom, and  the  emancipation  of  these  States  from 
the  galling  yoke  of  despotic  power,  wielded  by 
the  uurelftiting  arm  of  the  British  monarch. 
It  has  imparted  a  lustre  to  the  American  nflme 
far  more  precious  than  the  price  at  which  it 
was  obtained.  Actuated  by  the  same  lofty 
considerations  which  governed  the  National 
Legislature  on  that  occasion,  let  us  not  forget 
the  testamentary  bequest  of  the  great  author  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  to  hia  beloved 
country.  Jefferson, 'whose  name  must  be  ever 
dear  to  the  friends  Of  human  liberty  through- 
out tiie  world,  in  the  last  hour  of  lus  existence, 
bestowing  an  expiring  thought  on  the  political  * 
ooDuection  which  had  so  long  existM  between 
himself  and  the  American  people,  and  feeling 
the  pressure  of  his  pecuniary  circumstances, 
and  tiie  embarrass^  condition  of  his  affiurs, 
consoled  his  agitated  spirits  b^  the  confidence 
which  he  reposed  in  me  justice  and  benevo- 
lence of  this  nation ;  and,  with  hie  last  breath, 
bequeathed  bis  daughter  and  only  surviving 
ohud  to  that  ooontry  whiob  he  had  so  futhfhlly 
served,  and  of  which  he  was  tiie  pride  and  or- 
nament. Shall  we  then  fold  our  arms  in  cold 
indifference,  and,  unmindful  of  him,  whose  en-  ■ 
lightened  mind  and  unbought  patriotism  gave 
impetus  to  the  ball  of  the  revolution,  and  fixed 
the  great  prindples  of  this  confederated  repub- 
lic^ treat  with  unkind  neglect  the  otfject  dearest 
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to  his  heart,  which  he  had  bo  oonfldently  com- 
mitted to  our  geaerons  protection  ? 

Shall  we  limit  onr  liberal  donations  to  Lafay- 
ette, and  a  few  others,  and  permit  the  only 
sarTiviog  child  of  Thomas  Jefferaon  to  linger 
in  poverty  in  her  native  country,  while  every 
page  of  ItB  lustoiy  points  to  the  glory  which 
has  been  shed  otot  it  by  the  acts  her  illns- 
trions  father  I  I  hope  not.  The  ingratitude  of 
repabliea  is  the  favorite  theme  of  tyrants,  and 
of  an  those  who  aree  that  man  is  incapable  of 
self-government.  The  despots  of  the  world 
tannt  ns  with  this  insulting  epithet.  We  have 
shown  them  in  the  case  of  Lafayette  that  we 
do  not  deserve  the  fonl  imputation.  Let  ns  fol- 
low np  the  good  example  by  an  eqa^  liberality 
to  our  own,  our  venerated  Jefferson,  and  this 
stain  on  the  fair  fame  of  the  repablic  will  van- 
ish into  thin  air,  and  be  remembered  among 
the  fables  of  a  deranged  imagination.  I  now 
move,  Ur.  Prerident,  that  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  according  to  the  notice  which  I 
gave  yesterday,  and  that  it  be  refured  to  a  8e- 
leet  Ooramittea 

A  bill  "concerning  Uartha  Randolph,  the 
dw^^ter  and  only  snrviving  child  of  Thomas 
Jefferson,  deceased,"  was  then  presented  by  Hr. 
PonrDRXTEB  to  the  Chair,  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
consisting  of  Ur.  PonmBXTKit,  Mr.  Bell,  Ur. 
Websibb,  Ur.  Ttleb,  and  Mr.  Rltsx, 

Post  Office  Department  Instigation. 

The  Senate  ag^  took  ap  the  resolution  con- 
cerning the  eiamination  of  witnesses  as  to  the 
eanses  of  their  removal  from  office. 

Mr.  Olattos  otmoloded  his  speech  against 
the  resi^ation. 

Mr.  Benton  uaii,  that  he  did  not  appear  on 
the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  joining  in  the  de- 
bate, nor  to  express  any  opinion  on  tite  tmth 
of  the  all^ations  so  violently  urged  against  the 
Postmaster  General.  He  had  no  opinion  on 
tiie  matter,  and  did  not  wi^  to  have  one,  ex- 
cept it  was  that  presumptive  opinion  of  inno- 
cence which  the  laws  awarded  to  all  who  were 
accused,  and  which  the  pute  and  elevated  char- 
acter of  Mr.  Barry  so  eminently  claims.  If 
impeached,  it  might  be  his  duty  to  sit  in  judg- 
ment upon  him— or,  if  he  had  an  opinion  m 
the  case,  to  retire  from  the  Judgment  seat;  as 
he  oould  neitiier  reooncile  it  to  the  dictates  of 
his  conscience,  nor  the  rights  of  the  accused, 
to  take  the  oath  of  a  judge,  with  a  preconceived 
opinion  in  his  bosom,  to  be  dropped  out  as  soon 
as  the  forms  would  permit.  He  rose,  he  re- 
peated, not  to  accuse  or  absolve  Mr.  Barry,  but 
to  express  his  opinion  of  the  character  of  the 
proceeding  which  was  carrying  on  against  him, 
and  to  intimate  an  idea  of  what  might  be  proper 
to  be  done  hereafter  in  regard  to  it.  He  then 
affirmed  with  deep  and  evident  feeling,  that  he 
looked  upon  the  whole  proceeding,  from  its 
first  inception  to  that  moment,  as  one  of  emi- 
nent impropriety,  compromising  the  judicial 
poiitj  of  ttke  Sen^  oa.  one  hand,  and  invading 
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the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Bepresentativee 
on  the  other.  The  Senate,  nnder  the  constitn- 
tion,  tries  impeachments — the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives prefers  them.  Each  has  its  assi^ed 
port  to  aot,  and  it  is  an  invasi<m  of  privilege 
for  either  to  assume  the  part  of  the  other.  If 
the  tenth  part  of  the  matter  so  flu^oudy  D»ed 
against  Mr.  Barry  was  true,  or  even  fonnded  in 
probabUity,  he  might  oome  before  the  IBenato 
for  trial ;  and  it  would  be  a  horrid  mockery  of 
judicial  forms  for  his  future  Jndges  to  take  the 
lead  in  the  case  of  accusation,  and  to  ex<dt& 
promote,  foment,  and  instigato  oharges  againac 
him.  To  the  House  of  Representatives  belonged 
that  part  of  the  pidnful  bn^ess ;  and  the  pres- 
ent proceeding  in  the  Seuato  must  appear  to 
them  as  an  invasion  of  their  privilege,  and  an 
implied  censure  upon  their  negligence.  It  did 
seem  to  him  that  the  House  of  Itepresentatives 
might  take  notice  of  the  proceeding,  and  feel 
itsdf  bound  to  vindicate  its  ri^ts;  and  the 
two  Houses  thus  be  brought  into  aerioos  cot- 
liaion.  To  xyciA  these  ooDseqaenoes,  as  wdl  aa 
to  esawe  a  oompnHnlse  of  the  Jndicial  oharao- 
ter  of  the  Senate,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  debate  and  proceedings  should  termi- 
nate immediately.  This  would  save  the  ftirthor 
evils  to  the  Senate  itself,  whioh  might  ensue. 
As  to  the  past — the  proceedings  already  had — 
he  declared  that  he  thought  them  a  fit  snlyect 
for  that  operation  which  had  been  performed 
upon  the  record  of  Wilkes's  expulsion  from  the 
British  House  of  Commons — upon  the  record 
of  the  Yazoo  fraud,  in  the  L^islature  of  Geor- 
gia— and  upon  the  reoord  of  the  Massachusetts 
General  Assembfy,  wMdi  declared  it  to  be  on- 
becoming  the  ehanoter  of  a  moral  and  rel^oua 
peof^  to  rejoice  in  the  victories  of  their  coun- 
try. He  de<uared  it  to  be  his  deliberate  opinion 
that  the  history  of  the  whole  proceeding  ag^nst 
Mr.  Barry  ought  to  be  expunged  from  the  jonr- 
nals  of  the  Senate  1  Total  expurgation  from 
the  joamals  was  the  most  appropriate  means 
in  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  restore  its  own 
injured  charactor^to  make  atonement  to  the 
invaded  privileges  and  insulted  feelings  of  the 
House  of  Representatives ;  and  what,  perhaps, 
was  stUI  more  important,  to  prevent  this  evil 
example,  this  horrid  combination  «f  the  accus- 
ing and  trying  ftinctionf  from  being  drawn  into 
precedent  in  Aitore  times  when  the  party  in 
power,  and  predominant  in  the  Senate,  mi^t 
want  the  spoils  of  a  vioUm.  If  the  Amerioaa 
Oato,  tlie  vmerable  Maoon,  was  here,  it  wonid 
be  his  part  to  become  the  guardian  of  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  Senate :  in  his  absenee  that 
high  duty  might  devolve,  at  an  appropriate 
time,  upon  some  aged  Senator.  If  none  such 
undertook  it,  it  might  become  his  part  to  con- 
sider how  far  their  places  ought  to  be  snp- 

Elied  by  a  less  worthy  uid  less  efficient  mem- 
er. 

Mr.  WooDBURT  regretted  the  course  pursued 
by  the  gentlemen  from  Maine  and  Delaware, 
especially  by  the  latter.  It  had  compelled  him 
again  to  trespass  oa  the  indolgenoe  <h  the  Ben- 
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ata  during  the  diaonsdoa  of  this  resolntion, 
althongh  Uie  sabject  muat  have  become  irk- 
some. Bat  new  portions  had  been  assumed — 
new  iosiim&tioDS  uttered — new  and  extraordi- 
nary aooosatatms  rnng  in  the  ears  of  this  body 
and  of  the  whole  oommmiitj.  Silence  under 
tibem  might  be  constmed  into  approbation.  In 
repelling  them,  be  dioolaimed  all  that  part  of 
compliment  bestowed  upon  him  in  connec- 
tion with  his  friend  on  the  right,  (Mr.  G.,)  that 
tii«7  were  "most  dextennu  advocates  of  the 
FostmaBter  GeneraL"  He,  as  an  individual, 
was  in  this  body  the  advocate  nobody.  He 
aoted  in  his  station  as  a  Senator,  and  only  as 
A  Senator ;  and  whomsoever  in  a  public  station 
he  might  be  called  upon,  in  the  course  of  offi- 
cial dutj,  to  vindicate  or  condemn,  he  shonld 
endeavor  to  do  it  in  a  manner  becoming  that 
pablio  station,  -and  with  a  single  eye  to  the 

Snblio  interests.  In  the  discharge  of  what  had 
evolved  on  him,  as  a  member  of  the  special 
Post  Office  Committee,  in  relation  to  the  pres- 
ffitt  debate,  he  had  used,  and  shonld  hereafter 
use,  DO  dexterity  beyond  a  dry  appeal  to  oar 
own  cxMigreadoiial  dooumentSj  and  to  snoh  math- 
ematical otmpotations  on  their  oontents  as  everj 
gentleman  oonld  dteprove  or  verify  for  faimseli 
Poetry  had  never  before,  but  once,  he  be- 
lieved, been  brought  in  ^d  of  an  examination 
into  saj  of  onr  fiscal  concerns;  and  though 
tibial  was  done  by  the  head  of  a  department,  he 
should  beg  leave  to  decline  following  both  that 
example  and  the  example  of  the  two  gentlemen 
mposed  to  this  resolution,  in  preferring  figures 
of  rhetoric  to  figures  of  arithmetic.  Nor  shonld 
he  willingly  follow  the  last  spe^er  in  making 
politick  prophecies,  wheUier  as  to  men  or 
measorea.  He  Idtmnoh  veneration  for  religious 
fmpkwoM ;  bat  as  for  political  ones,  when  ut- 
tered 1^  politicians,  wdo  had  made  arrange- 
ments to  bring  aboot  the  events  foretold,  and 
were  endeavoring,  he  hoped  in  v^n,  to  verifjr 
their  own  predictions,  he  cherished  not  saffi- 
eimt  re^E>eot  for  such  prophecies  as  to  imitate 
■Qoh  an  example.  The  grave  character  of  this 
body  demanded  of  us  to  oonuder  that  we  were 
in  fact  examining  the  conduct  of  one  of  the 
most  elevated  officers  of  the  Government ;  an 
officer  who,  from  his  public  stetion  as  welt  as 
his  high  personal  character,  was  entitied  to  at 
least  ortUnary  comity,  and  an  adherence,  on 
onr  part,  to  a  fair,  manly,  and  liberal  course  of 
bivestigation.  We  were  carrying  a  aorntiny 
Into  l£e  roMiptB  and  «q>enditareB  of  nearly 
two  milliotts  annually ;  and  we  should  do  it, 
he  trusted,  on  the  same  last  principles,  and  the 
same  settled  rales  of  evidence,  as  governed  us 
in  relation  to  similar  sabiects  in  other  depart- 
menta,  and  in  other  periods  of  our  histoiy. 

How  had  we  got  involved  in  tiiis  wide  and 
desnltory  debate !  Assuredly  by  a  mnrveUons 
departore  from  the  language  and  spirit  of  the 
resolntion  itself^  on  the  part  of  its  opponents. 
The  reaolation  proposes  simply  to  check  the 
inqairies  of  the  special  oommittee  into  the 
eaiues  of  romovala  in  the  Fort  Office  Depart- 


ment.  This  is  a  single  and  a  fair  proposition 
for  the  decision  of  this  bodj.  The  committee 
being  divided,  an  appeal  was  made  to  yon,  as 
you  are  the  authors  of  the  reference,  and  have 
power  to  construe,  amend,  or  abolish  it  alto- 
gether. In  &vor  of  that  proposition  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee  believed  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  pronounced  an  opinion  the  last  winter, 
after  very  foil  debate,  and,  therefore,  aot 
"  oareftUly  avoiding,"  as  the  meiid>er  feom  Del- 
aware alleges,  an  argument  on  the  oonstroc- 
tion  which  might  be  given  to  the  words  of  the 
reference  independent  of  that  ojpinicm;  bat 
contending  that,  after  such  an  opinion,  the  Sen- 
ate could  not  intend  to  have  a  constra<Mion 
placed  on  the  reference  hostile  to  their  own 
decision,  the  minority  opposed  going  into  an 
inquiry  of  the  special  causes  of  removal.  They 
believed,  also,  that  we  ought  not  to  embark  in 
that  inquiry,  because  all  admit  the  Postmaster 
Generu  has  both  tiie  legal  and  constitutional 
right  to  displace  any  of  his  deputies.  The 
right  or  power  being  conceded,  there  is  no  law 
nor  sense  in  making  him  ameiu^le,  in  the  firrt 
instance,  to  the  Senate,  for  any  sopposed  abase 
of  that  power.  F<»-  saoh  abuse  he  is  responsi- 
ble only  to  the  other  House,  as  the  impeaching 
body,  or  to  the  President,  who  can  control  or 
remove  him  at  pleasnre ;  bat  we,  the  Senate^ 
can  neither  impeach  nor  remove  him ;  and,  as 
a  legislative  body,  have  no  more  right  to  inves- 
tigate  the  particular  motives  which  infinenced 
him  in  any  removal,  tiian  we  have  the  motives 
Of  a  collector  of  the  customs,  or  a  marshal,  in 
the  removal  of  their  deputies.  The  general 
course  of  administration  in  respect  to  removals, 
it  might  be  proper  to  ascertain,  as  once  before 
remarked,  with  a  view  to  le^alation.  So  might 
it  be  in  respect  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  de- 
partment, with  the  same  view ;  and  tiie  latter 
mvestigation  might  be  pashed  farther,  into  the 
smallest  minntis,  to  see  if  any  departure  had 
been  made  from  the  acts  of  Congress  about  re* 
oeipts  and  expenditures;  and,  if  Any  departure, 
wbat  r^edies  might  be  proper  to  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  the  mischiefs.  But,  in  relation 
to  particular  removals,  the  law  had  intmsted 
^e  Postmaster  General  with  nnlimited  discre- 
tion and  "power.  Such  a  discretion  could  not 
be  violated.  There  would  not  be,  in  any  re- 
moval, a  departure  from  the  law,  because  there 
existed  no  law  restricting  him ;  and  hence  an 
inqniry  loto  particular  oases  was  uigust,  use- 
less, and  improper. 

So  muc^  for  the  direct  merits  of  the  resola- 
tioo.  But  mark  the  ingenni^  of  onr  oppo- 
nents, in  getting  Dp  the  rest  of  this  extraordi- 
nary debate  I  The  Senator  who  has  jnat  ad- 
dressed yon,  avera,  that  the  moneyed  concerns 
of  the  Post  Office  Department  ore  "rapidly 
verging  to  insolvency ;  '*  that  this  has  oeen 
caused  by  the  misconduct  of  faithless  and  frand- 
nleut  officers  recently  appointed ;  and  hence, 
that  you  ought  to  permit  the  oommittee  to  fer- 
ret out  the  causes  of  the  removal  of  their  pre- 
decesBOTS.'  To  reach  his  inference,  it  will  be 
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seen  that  the  gentlemaa  has  been  obliged  to 
resort  to  "  two  sssnmptioDs  of  fact,  if  not  of 
doctrine,"  in  the  language  of  Colonel  Lawless. 
If  either  of  those  assumptions  fail  htm,  in  the 
proof  or  inTeatigation,  bis  inference  agiunst  the 
check  contained  in  the  resolution  has  no  ibim- 
dation  to  stand  on.  Like  the  Indian  philosophy 
aa  to  the  foundation  on  which  the  earth  stands, 
he  ma.y  rest  some  of  his  positions  on  the  ele- 
phant, and  the  elephant  upon  the  tortoise ;  bnt 
on  what  does  his  tortoise  stand,  if  the  depart- 
ment is  not,  in  truth,  veigioff  to  inaolvwoy  ? 
Or.  if  emharnssed,  it  has  not,  in  tintb,  become 
80  oj  nejdect  and  corruption,  but  by  your  own 
vyatem  of  legiElation,  largely  increasing  its  ex- 
penditures? The  gentleman,  likewise,  has  in- 
dulged in  these  two  assamptions,'at  the  very 
moment  when  the  committee  were  inquiring 
into  the  real  condition  of  the  funds  of  the  de- 
partment, and  when  his  questions  about  re- 
movals might  have  been  Jodicioosly  postponed, 
it  is  believed,  till  the  truth  of  the  assomption, 
as  to  insolvency,  on  which  his  other  questions 
rest,  were  fully  ascertained.  But  no ;  this  did 
not  snit  the  zeal  and  impatienoe  of  the  proBooo- 
tion.  It  was  fhon^t  hetter  to  guess  at  the 
&ct  of  insolvency,  or  attempt  tb  show,  from 
Imperfect  and  perverted  oinmrnstances,  than  to 
wait  a  few  days  for  dedMve  evidence,  one  way 
or  tiie  others-evidence,  too,  within  our  own 
reach,  and  which  we  were  ooUectiDg  by  inter- 
rogatories to  the  department,  access  to  its 
bcwks,  and  the  ""T^^jtH  power  oooferred  on 
ns  by  the  Bcuate  to  eend  anywhere  for  persons 
andpi^Mra. 

Fetoat,  Febmaiy  11. 
P«t  Office  I>tymrtment  XtwatigaUon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonsideratlon  of  Kr. 
GnrmT^B  resolution. 

Mr.  Bpbaqus  said  he  decUned  entering 
into  any  discussion  on  its  fiscal  ooooeme, 
but  stated  his  objections  to  the  resolatioo,  as 
tending  to  impeach  the  veracity  of  in^viduala 
who  had  been  dismissed  from  office  in  the 
oapadty  of  witneesea  before  the  spedal  cmomit- 
tee.. 

lb>.  GamroT  explained,  and  said,' than  this 
nothing  was  further  from  his  intention,  and  be 
had  no  olgection  so  to  modify  his  resolution, 
as  to  do  away  with  any  eirooeous  impresdon 
in  that  respect  which  might  be  formed. 

Mr.  LiviNOsioH  said :  I  gave  my  vote  for  the 
resolution  under  vhlofa  this  oommittee  was  ap- 
pointed, bat  most  oertjdnly  not  with  the  intent 
of  vesting  tiiera  with  the  power  whidi  their 
(duurman  contends  they  have  a  ri^t.  to  exer- 
cise. What  is  that  power  I  One,  sir,  that  the 
Senate  has  solemnly  declared,  after  the  fullest 
investigation,  that  the  Senate  itself  had  no  rwht 
to  exeroise ;  a  debate  in  which  the  honorable 
chairman  of  this  oommittee  strove  with  bis 
usual  earnestness,  with  nnosnal  eloqaenoe  and 
ingenoity,  but  strove  in  vain,  to  establish  a 
right  in  the  Senate  to  oaU  on  the  President  to 


give  his  roascMis  tar  sundi  removals  firom  oflke  as 
the  Senate  might  deem  improper.  Sir,  the 
honorable  chairman  needed  not  to  have  ossnred 
us  that  he  was  teuacious  of  bis  purpose  when 
he  thought  tiiat  purp(^  right;  the  perseverance 
with  which  be  dings  to  the  doctrines  which  he 
on  tbat  occasion  so  ably  advocated,  is  a  proof 
of  tiiis.  Now,  sir,  how  does  the  interro^story 
proposed  to  be  put  by  the  committee,  and  the 
argument  by  which  that  right  is  attempted  to 
be  sustained ;  bow  do  these  differ  from  the  ia- 
qairy  then  ntged  to  be  propn',  wid  the  ann- 
ments  whioh  woe  then  wed,  but  whiuh  foued 
to  convince  ns?  The  Postmaster  General  is  an 
officer  appointed  in  virtue  of  a  law  whidi  pre- 
scribes his  duties  and  dcMgnates  his  powers. 
His  great  duty  is  to  secure  the  transmission  of 
the  mail,  and  the  security  of  the  revenue  to  be 
derived  fkx)m  that  source.  The  essential  power 
given  to  him  for  the  performuice  of  these  du- 
ties, is  the  appointinent  of  his  deputies,  and,  as 
a  necessary  oonseqaence^  their  removal,  when- 
ever ttiey  do  not,  in  his  opinion,  properly  per- 
form their  dnties ;  they  are  answerable  to  him 
in  the  same  manner  as  he  is  to  the  President 
— as  the  Present  vaty  remove  him  in  t^e  ex- 
erdsa  of  his  legal  diseretion,  so  may  he  re- 
move the  deputies  whom  he  haa^  on  his  own 
responsibility,  appointed.  All  the  arguments 
used  agsJnst  the  interference  of  the  Senate 
with  the  removals  by  the  President,  apply  with 
the  same  force  to  any  intermeddling  here.  I  wiU 
not  fatigae  the  Senate  by  repeatiog.thoBe  argu- 
ments ;  they  were  deemed  conclusive  tiiea. 
Circumstances  have  not  changed ;  nor  have  the 
members  of  tiie  Senate  changed.  Whether  any 
arguments  now  addressed  to  them  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  oommittee  can  have  operated  any 
change  in  thwr  opinion,  I  sboold  be  very  mach 
indined  to  doubt,  beoause  I  have  beard  none 
now  that  I  cannot  recollect  perfectiy  to  have 
heard  on  a  former  occasion.  Bir.  they  are  old 
acquaintances,  and  though  th^,  like  old  friend^ 
sometimes  pat  on  new  faces,  and  trick  them- 
selves out  in  new  dresses  that  they  borrow  from 
eloquence  and  talent,  yet  it  requires  no  great 
stretch  of  memory  to  recollect  them.  I  will 
rimply  ask  the  honorable  ch^man  what  prac- 
tical good  he  expects  will  result  from  the  in- 
quiry I  Let  us  Buppoee  it  proper,  and  pursue 
its  coarse;  a  discarded  officer  of  the  department 
is  called  before  the  committee  :  Sir,  yoa 
were  a  deputy  of  the  Postmaster  General ;  for 
what  cause  did  he  dismiss  you  ? "  "  Sir,  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  teU ;  I  was  a  most  meri- 
tonooa  officer,  regolar  in  readeriog  my  ao- 
ooant^  panc4»ial  in  my  payments,  uligent  in 
the  duties  at  my  office."  *'OaU  in  the  Post- 
master General:  Why  did  you  dismiss  this 
man  f "  '*  Because  be  was  totally  unfit  for  his 
office;  he  never  attended  to  its  duties;  bis  mails 
were  rarely  mode  up  in  time;  and  the  mail- 
carriers  were  detuned  for  hours  at  his  office.^* 
"Canyonbringproofofthesechargest^'  "Easi- 
ly; youhave  only  to  send  ^  the  mail-oarriw  be- 
tween Memphis  and  New  Orleans,  and  tor  «gUt 
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or  ten  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Tillage  where 
he  lives;  the  distance  is  not  innob  above  two 
tfaoosand  miles,  and  yon  maj  have  them  here 
oertainlj  in  a  year."  The  report  most  be  made 
in  three  veeka.  Here  is  one  case,  and  a  prob- 
abla  ooe :  How  many  sach  in  the  five  hun 
drad  oases  of  removal?  Take  another WI17, 
Ur.  Postmaster  General,  did  yoa  dimaiflB  A.  B. )" 
"Beoaose,  rir,  I  had  no  oonfidenoe  in  him:  a 
disoretiooary  power  was  given  to  me,  whioh  I 
have  exMotsea  in  all  oases  acoordiog  to  the  best 
cf  mj  jadgmeot."  Then  I  think  that  inqairy 
most  end.  Bnt  suppose,  in  another  ease,  the 
flosinoionB  whioh  have  been  expressed,  or  rath- 
er the  positive  obai^  that  has  been  repeated 
till  the  echoes  are  tired  with  it,  that  the  re- 
moT&l  should  have  been  of  a  person  hostile  to 
ihe  election  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate^ 
and  that  another,  of  opposite  politics,  should 
have  replaced  him ;  suppose  this  to  have  hap- 
pened in  three  hundred  out  of  the  fire  hundred 
removals,  what  is  to  be  the  resnlt?  Why,  the 
honorabki  ohairman  has  long  since  anticipated 
it  Such  oondnet  is  oorroption,  and  corruption 
is  an  impeachable  offence.  To  this  resah,  then, 
we  come  at  last.  A  comodttee  <rf  the  Senate, 
members  of  the  hi^  court  for  the  trial  of  im- 
peachments^ are  to  be  en^iloyed  in  finding  ma- 
terials for  the  aocnsation  ot  an  officer  whom 
they, in  the  performance  of  their  high  fnnctious, 
are  to  try ;  but  this  seems  to  offer  no  serious 
objection  to  the  two  members  of  the  committee 
whp  have  argued  against  the  resolution;  they 
think,  and  no  doubt  conscientiously,  that  it  Is 
part  tk  the  duty  delegated  to  them,  to  inquire  and 
pronoonce  upon  this  branch  of  the  aoousatlou 
against  the  Postmaster  General.  Nay,  sir,  Uiey 
have  seme  fiirther ;  they  have  entertained,  amt 
thii^  It  their  daty  to  pronounce  on  aocusaUoos 
of  ftand,  malversation,  and  cormption.  I  did 
not  understand  them  to  say  that  these  eliarges 
were  true ;  but  I  did  distinctly  understand  them 
to  sfty  that  they  were  made,  and  that  the  com- 
ndttee  were  inquiring  into  their  tratli  \  and,  un- 
less I  am  greatly  deceived,  it  was  added,  that 
they  were  supported  by  high  evidence.  Fur- 
ther, sir,  the  written  all^tion  of  some  of  these 
charges  was  laid  before  us ;  was  read  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  chairman,  in  the  shape  of  a  letter 
from  one  of  the  officers  who  had  oeen  dismiss- 
ed. How,  sir,  against  all  this  proceeding  I 
dean  it  a  dn^  aolemnly  to  enter  my  protest. 
£vwT  mranber  <rf  Utia  body  most  pursue  that 
otmdnet  wldoh  is  dictated  by  hla  own  sense  «f 
prc^ety  ud  dnfy.  I  have  no  doabt  that  the 
nonwaUe  membns  who  diflbr  from  me  on  this 
occasion,  are  so  guided.  Tar  be  It  from  me  to 
inculpate  them.  But  I  too  must  fidlow  mine ; 
and  my  sense  of  imperioos  dnty  urges  me  not 
only  to  dtosent  from  this  doctrine,  bat  to  point 
out  the  consequences  of  what  I  deem  a  most 
dangerous  assamption  of  unconstitutional  pow- 
er. Bo  we  not  entirely  disr^ard  the  allotment 
made  to  us  in  the  distribution  of  the  powers  of 
Government  t  Do  we  not  encroach  on  those  of 
Aoo<wdinatel»anoh!  and,     aamndDg  pow- 


ers not  delegated  to  ns,  render  ourselves  inoom- 
petent  to  t^e  performance  of  those  tliat  areV 
We  appoint  a  committee  for  the  purpose  no  doubt 
of  inquiring  whether  any  legi^tive  measure  is 
necessary  to  give  greater  effect  to  the  Depart* 
meat  of  the  Post  Office.  To  give  it  any  other 
construction  would  be  to  suppose  it  an  ancon- 
stitntional  measure.  This  committee  asks  fw 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  With 
eonfldenoe  in  the  correctneaa  of  their  'coarse, 
we  give  It  to  them.  And,  nnder  this  delegation, 
it  is  contended  they  not  onl^  have  a  right  to  do 
that  whioh  the  body,  of  which  they  form  a  part, 
hae  solemnly  resolved  it  has  no  rigbt  to  do ; 
but,  sir,  that  it  is  th^r  doty  to  inquire  into 
charges  of  fraud  and  corruption  in  the  exercise  of 
his  official  duties,  by  an  officer  upon  whom,  if 
he  should  be  accused,  we  are  afterwards  to  sit 
in  Judgment.  Hot  only  is  this  inqairy  pnrsued 
in  the  committee ;  not  only  are  its  members 
fbrced  to  prejndge  the  oasq^  bat  the  ohai^  is 
nttered  in  the  assembled  Senate ;  all  us  are 
to  have  our  Jndgmenta  warped  and  poisoned  by 
hearing  evidence  and  argnmeats  to  show  ue 

Silt  or  to  prove  the  innoeenoe  of  the  aocnsed. 
id  then,  with  oar  passions  inflamed  with  the 
warmth  of  debate,  with  minds  perverted  by  «a 
parte  evidence,  and  the  mixture  of  political 
feeling  that  has  been  introduced  into  the  case, 
we  are  to  take  our  places  beside  yoo,  sir,  in  the 
august  tribunal  where  we  had  so  lately  sat,  and 
we  are  to  call  God  to  witness  that  we  will  de- 
cide ooolly,  and  dispafrionately,  and  Jnstiy,  be- 
tween our  ooontry  and  the  officer  accused. 
How,  sir,  are  we  preparing  ourselves  for  this 
dnty  ?  By  violent  philippics  agiunst  the  man 
who,  if  tlie  opinion  of  those  who  utter  them  is 
wen  founded,  must  appear  at  our  bar  to  answer 
them  t  by  arguments  which  those  who  believe 
in  his  innooence  feel  bound  to  use  in  his  d^isnce  t 
by  the  excitement  which  zeal  and  eloqnenoe 
must  naturidly  produce  in  the  minds  of  tiieir 
fellow-judges,  to  whom  they  are  addressed.  In 
our  zeal  for  political  reform,  or  for  the  advance- 
ment of  justice,  we  forget  what  we  are.  We 
assume  tiie  accnsing,  when  ve  have  only 
the  higher,  the  judging  power.  If  one  "  twen- 
tieth part  the  tithe  "of  the  accusations  that  have 
been  uttered  on  this  occasion  agunst  this  gen- 
tieman  be  well  founded,  he  ought  to  be  im- 
peached; those  who  believe  tbem  to  be  true 
ought  immediately  to  produce  the  ohai^  be- 
fore the  Bocuring  power,  not  to  reiterate  them 
within  these  waSa,  where  no  ndoe  ouffht  to  be 
heard  in  oases  of  alleged  oriminaUtybnt  that 
of  ealm  d^beration. 

Sir,  whether  the  charges  are  true  or  false,  I 
will  not  inquire,  nntil  they  are  constitationaUj 
made  and  le^Iy  proved.  Until  then  I  am 
bound  to  believe  him  innocent,  not  only  by 
duty,  but  because  I  believe  him,  as  far  as  my 
observation  has  gone,  to  be  an  upright,  able 
officer,  and  that,  under  his  administration,  the 
department  has  greatiy  extended  its  usefulness. 
But,  although  this  opinion  may  make  me  re- 
qmre  and  soratini»  proof  befive  I  owidenm,  it 
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will  oever,  if  I  can  confide  in  my  own  judg- 
ment, swerve  me  from  duty,  if  that  proof 
ahoold,  contrary  to  my  beUe^  be  produced. 
Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  can  the  mifiplaoed  in- 
Tectivee,  the  violent,  acrimoniona,  and  repeated 
charges  that  have  been  made,  bias  me  E^tdnst 
tiie  man  whom  I  esteem.  The  honorable  chur- 
man  of  the  committee  may,  as  he  says  he  will, 
"  teaoh  his  starling  to  o^  proscription^'  until 
all  the  prating  party  parrqta  of  the  country  can 
repeat  it  He  may,  as  he  says  he  will,  find  his 
fietim  "  when  he  lies  asleep,  and  in  his  ear 
may  halloo  proscription  I"  He  may  make  the 
Senate  resonnd  with  this  catchword  of  a  party 
nntU  he  is  hoarse  with  the  repetition.  Yet, 
sir,  I  trust  the  members  of  that  angost  body 
will  be  calm ;  they  will  not  snfifer  themselves 
to  condemn  or  acquit  but  in  the  performance 
of  their  oonstitntioual  funcUona,  nor  suffer  any 
delegated  power  to  transcend  thoae  limits  which 
they  have  detennined  to  be  the  boundary  of 
their  powers. 

Before  I  eonclnde^  let  me  ask  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Delaware,  whether  he  thinlm  his 
fitvorlte  word  mi^t  not  be  with  some  propriety 
appUed  to  the  hearing  ex  parte  accasatdons  of 
flraud,  cormption,  and  other  misdemeanors 
against  a  high  officer,  repei^g  them  in  the 
higheet  oooncil  of  the  nation,  and  speeding 
them  on  the  wings  of  his  eloquence  through 
the  land,  before  the  accu^  has  even  answered 
to  the  charge.  The  good  feelings  which  I  know 
that  Senator  to  possessf  wilL  unless  I  greatly 
mistake,  in  his  moments  of  c^m  reflection,  lead 
him  to  regret  the  course  which  an  honest  but 
miat^en  zeal  has  led  him  to  pursue  on  this 
oocadon. 

The  obserratimu,  sir,  of  the  Senator  fh}m 
VUtae  Qlt.  Sra^aus)  are  correct  The  resolu- 
tion offered  by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee 
does  not  go  far  enough.  'I  offer  the  foUowing 
amendment :  Strike  out  from  the  word  "  to," 
and  insert — *'  make  inquiry  into  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  the  Postmaster  General  to 
nu^e  any  remorals  of  Us  deputies ;"  so  as  to 
read— 

Saohed,  Ihat  the  Select  Committee  appointed  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  December  last  to  inquire  into 
the  coDcUtion  of  the  Post  OfBce  Department,  are 
not  authorized  to  make  inquiry  into  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  the  Postmuter  General  to 
make  any  removida  of  his  depntlaa. 

JSi.  QsnsvT  accepted  the  modification  offered 
by  lb-.  L1TIHQ6XOS. 


Satobbat,  February  18. 

After  disposing  of  some  private  bUla  and  other 
morning  business — 

The  eclipse  having  reached  the  greatest 
obscuration  of  the  san  about  this  time,  and  the 
Senate  appearing  indiapcued  to  go  on  with  bosi- 
nesB — 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  a^onm. 


lixaaxAYf  FetHToary  14. 

Mr.  FBrnHGHnTBiK  laid  cn  the  table  the 
following  resolution ; 

JteMoleed,  That  the  Preddent  of  the  United  States 
be  required  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  enticed'* An  act  to  regnUte 
trade  and  intercoarse  with  the  Indian  tribM,  and 
to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,**  passed  the  80th 
March,  1802,  have  been  fnlly  complied  wiUi  on  the 

Krt  of  the  United  Statea  Govmiment ;  and,  if  th^ 
re  not,  that  he  inform  the  Senate  of  the  rmxooa 
that  have  hidneed  the  GoveniBient  to  deoUne  the 
eDforeement  of  tiie  s^  act 


Tduut,  Febntaiy  IS. 
7%elndiaiu. 

The  resolution  yesterday  submitted  by  Ur. 
FfeEUKOHUTBEir,  wos  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  FBKLDranuTBEzr  said  he  bad  presented 
this  resolution  for  tiie  purpose  of  certainly 
ascertaining  the  views  and  purpose  of  the  Exec- 
utive in  respect  to  the  Indian  relations  of  the 
Government.  We  cannot,  s^d  Mr.  F.,  officially 
rely  upon  any  report  or  information  but  that 
which  comes  to  us  under  the  official  sanction  of 
the  Chief  Magistrate.  And,  nr,  the  Senate 
and  the  nation  have  a  right  to  know  his  [>olicy. 
I  am  aware  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  his 
report  to  the  Prewdent,  of  December  last,  has 
undertaken  to  dispose  of  the  iuteroonrse  law 
of  1802,  by  a  very  short  process.  He  has, 
indeed,  out  the  Gordian  knot  He  assomea 
the  whole  ground  of  the  Indian  oontroversy ! 
takes  as  established,  without  argument  or  proo^ 
the  whole  matter  in  issue,  and  then  very 
gravely  draws  out  the  conclusion,  that  this  lav 
is  unconstitutional,  and  ought  not  to  be  exe- 
cuted. He  asserts  the  red  men  to  be  citizens 
of  the  States,  and  inquires,  as  if  surprised  at 
the  necessity  of  asking  the  question,  wbetiier  a 
sovereign  State  has  not  the  right  to  l^slate 
over  all  her  citizens,  white  and  red  t  Sir,  he 
has  not  even  undertaken  to  show  how  the  red 
men,  the  Cherokees  for  example,  became  citi- 
zens of  Georgia ;  and  yet  the  suggestions  of  his 
report  are  put  forth  as  a  serious  expoation  ot 
puDlic  law. 

A  brief  reference  to  the  provirions  of  this  . 
law,  and  the  causes  which  led  to  its  enactment, 
will  shed  very  clear  light  upon  its  nature  and 
oblimition.  Until  the  year  1796,  the  rehttions 
of  the  United  States  with  the  Indian  tribes 
obtefly  rested  upon  the  stipulations  contained 
iif  our  treaties  made  with  these  nations,  and 
the  principles  of  general  law.  About  the  time 
first  named,  our  Government  conndered  this 
subject  to  he  of  sufficient  importance  to  engross 
the  distinct  deliberation  and  legislation  of  Oon- 
gress,  and  accordingly,  in  the  season  of  *96,  the 
Congress  of  Uie  United  States  raised  a  com- 
mittee on  regnlating  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tnbes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  tho 
frontiers.  While  the  matter  was  subsisting 
before  this  committee,  a  communication  was 
made  by  the  then  President,  (General  Waah- 
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ingtou,)  which,  while  it  lUastrates  the  chu'acter 
of  that  exalted  ^tesman,  affords  a  v&y  vain- 
able  portion  of  history,  that  it  ill  refresh  Hie 
hearts  and  enoooraffe  the  hopes  of  every  fneod 
of  the  lodians.  After  the  treaties  made  by  the 
TTnited  States  with  the  Oherokees  in  the  years 
1785  and  1791,  nsoally  known  by  the  names  of 
tte  treaties  of  Hopewell  and  Hoktom,  intronona 
were  repeatedly  meditated  iip<Hi  the  territtniea 
of  Uiat  nation,  and  Governor  Bloant,  of  the 
territory  sontii  of  the  Ohio,  in  1798,  j^prised 
President  Washington  of  these  designs ;  npon 
which  he  addressed  a  message  to  Congress,  as 
I4>i>ears  in  the  following  extract  from  the  jour- 
n^  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

"ToxsDAT,  Februarjf  2, 1796.— Ame«4gein  writ- 
ing wu  received  from  the  Frerident  of  the  United 
States,  b;  Ur  Daodridgo,  his  secretary,  as  loUoweth : 
"United  States,  February  2,  1976. 

*'  GeaUemea  of  the  Seoate  and  House  of  Kepre- 
•entadves :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  lefter, 
dated  the  19th  of  December  last,  from  Governor 
Bloimt  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  stating  the  avowal 
and  daring  designs  of  certida  persons  to  take  pos* 
■esdon  of  land  belonging  to  the  Oherokees,  and 
which  the  United  States  have  by  b«aty  solemoly 

Etarantied  to  that  nation.  The  ii^uatiAe  of  such 
tnudons,  and  the  mischievous  consequences  which 
most  necessarily  tesott  therefrom,  demand  ttiat 
eAwtnal  proviaion  be  made  to  prevent  them. 

«  OEOBOIi  WASHINOTON." 

Here,  said  Kr,  F.,  the  principles  and  spirit  of 
Indian  intercourse  are  traced  np  to  their  head 
spring.  We  r^oice  to  find  their  origin  in  the 
tt)irit  of  nnbroken  faith  and  sacred  honor  that 
sheds  its  radiance  over  tlua  Executive  document. 
Sir,  this  record  of  other  times,  now,  when  to 
hnak  faitit  with  an  Indian  is  construed  down 
intc  something  short  of  dishonor — ^now,  when 
the  clouds  are  gathering  over  and  aronnd  the 
hopes  of  these  forsaken  people — at  this  gloomy 
epoch  in  their  history,  to  look  upon  this  solemn 
acknowledgment  of  all  their  rights  as  "  a  na- 
tion," and  oar  sacred  obligations  by  "  treaty," 
and  under  Washington's  own  hand,  is  a  grateful 
subject  for  consolation.  Would,  sir,  that  Gen- 
eral Jackson  might  he  persuaded  to  put  away 
from  him  all  those  hasty,  ill-considered  coun- 
sels, that  are  leading  him  away  from  the  broad 
ajid  Imninous  path  of  illnstrious  precedent. 

Bnt  to  proceed  with  the  history.  This  Ues- 
sage  and  the  letter  were,  in  the  first  place, 
referred  to  the  CSommittee  of  the  whole  House, 
and  afterwards  to  a  Select  Committee  of  sixteen 
ineml>er8.  composed  of  Mr.  HiUhouse,  Mr. 
Cooper,  Mr.  Fiodlay,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Frank- 
lin, Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr,  White, 
Mr.  Abtel  Foster,  Mr.  Dearborn,  Mr.  Malbone, 
Ur.  Buck,  Mr.  Fatten,  Mr.  Milleage,  Mr.  Green- 
up, and  Mr.  Crabb.  In  the  selection  of  this 
committee,  we  perceive  the  importance  that 
was  attached  to  the  subject-matter  of  General 
Washington's  commanication,  and  the  princi- 
ples that  should  regulate  our  Indian  affairs.  A 
committee  of  the  first  names  in  Congress,  mem- 
bers from  the  difibrent  States,  and  Qeorgia  of 
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tiie  number,  took  up  the  treaties  made  with 
these  tribes,  and  the  duties,  riglita,  and  privi- 
leges that  grew  out  of  our  relations,  and  re- 
ported to  Congress  the  first  intercourse  bill, 
which  became  u  law  in  May,  179S,  imd  which, 
in  all  its  material  provisions,  is  now  the  snbn^ 
ing  and  unrepealed  law  of  the  land. 

These  treatias,  said  Mr.  had,  amongst 
other  things,  traced  and  aetUed  the  boundary 
lines  of  territory  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Indians.  And  in  the  few  sections  of 
this  law,  to  which  I  shall  invite  the  attention 
of  the  Senate,  they  will  perceive  that  in  the 
Congress  of  1796,  of  1799,  and  of  1603,  the 
several  periods  when  this  law  came  under 
public  consideration,  these  boundaries  specified 
m  the  treaties  were  recognized  and  adopted,  and 
became  the  governing  bne  of  territory,  in  the 
first  section  of  the  bill.  This  law,  like  the 
treaties,  runs  t^e  broad  line  between  the  State 
of  Geor^  and  the  Oherokees,  and  recognizes 
it  as  the  boondary  between  separate  and 
distinct  nations, — between  "citizens  of  the 
United  States"  and  "the  Oherokees,"  in  speci- 
fic and  appropriate  terms.  No  one  of  all  the 
enlightened  and  exalted  men  who  filled  the 
seats  of  power,  and  uded  in  the  councils  of  the 
country  in  1796,  entertained  the  notion  for  a 
moment,  that  Georgia  had  even  the  color  of  a 
cldm  to  the  property  or  persons  of  these  tribes 
of  free,  and,  as  to  her,  independent  people,  and 
they  le^slated  concerning  them  accordingly. 
AAer  thus  fixing  the  boondary,  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  law  enacts,  '*  that  if  any  citizen  of, 
or  other  person  resident  In,  the  United  States, 
or  Mther  of  t^e  territorial  districts  of  the 
T7nited  States,  shall  cross  over  or  go  within  the 
said  boundary  line  to  hnnt,  &&.  or  shall  drive 
or  otherwise  convey  any  stock  of  horses  or 
cattJe  to  range  on  any  lands  allotted  or  secured 
by  treaty  with  the  United  States  to  any  IniUaa 
tribes,  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding 
six  months.  And  by  the  fourth  section  it  is 
further  enacted,  that  if  any  sach  citizen  or  other 
person  shall  go  into  any  town,  settlement, 
or  territory  belonging  or  secnred  by  treaty  with 
the  United  States,  to  any  nation  or  tribe  of 
Indians,  and  shall  there commitrobbery,  larceny, 
trespass^  or  other  crime,  a^inst  the  person  or 
property  oi  any  friendly  Indian  or  Indians, 
which  would  be  pnnished  if  committed  within 
the  Jorisdietion  of  any  State,  gainst  a  citizen 
of  the  Uidted  States,  &e.,  such  offender  shall 
forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  twelve 
months."  Sir,  who  can  fail  to  perceive  how 
perfectly  palpable  is  the  distinction  between 
the  jur^iction  of  any  State  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  territory  of  the  Indian  nations  ? 
Every  provision  of  this  law  is  based  upon  this 
distinction,  and  would  be  absurd  and  incon- 
gmous  witiiout  it. 

Again,  sir,  the  fifth  section  provides  "  that 
if  any  such  citizen  or  other  person  shall  make 
a  settlement  on  any  lauds  belonging,  or  sooared 
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or  guarantied  hj  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
to  any  Indian  tribe,  or  shall  surrej  or  attempt 
to  survey  such  lands,  or  designate  any  of  the 
iMondarles,  by  marking  trees  or  otherwise,  sach 
ofltoder  dudl  finfeit  a  snm  not  exceeding  one 
tiionsand  dollars,  «id  snffer  impristminent  not 
exceeding  twelve  months;  and  it  shall  more- 
over be  lawfnl  for  the  Pre^dent  of  the  United 
States  to  take  such  measures  and  emidoy  snch 
military  force  as  he  may  judge  neoesBai?  to 
remove  from  lands  belonging  or  secured  by 
treaty  as  aforesaid,  to  any  Indian  tribe,  any  such 
citizen  or  other  person,  who  bas  made  or  shall 
hereafter  make  or  attempt  to  make  a  settlement 
tiiereon."  Here,  again,  the  nnambigaouB  prin* 
oiples  of  oar  national  policy  are  developed  too 
pWnly  to  be  mistaken,  or  misnnderstood.  A 
policy,  tbus  sanctioned  by  the  conoorrent  opin- 
ions of  ax  snecesuve  Freeidents,  and  by  tiie  nar- 
monioDS  legation  of  Congress  for  tiie  last  tiiir- 
ty-five  years,  is  suddenly  assailed  by  the  opinion 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  sought  to  be  frus- 
trated and  avoided—and  for  what,  sir  ?  For 
vbatt  To  enable  the  State  of  Georgia  to 
break  over  this  bocndary — this  sacred  bonnd^ 
—to  invade  the  possessions  of  our  allies — and 
deprive  them  of  their  property  and  liberties. 

Let  US  for  a  moment '  review  some  of  the 
features  of  Geor^a  legislation.  Onr  act,  be  it 
remembered,  prohibits  all  surveys  or  attempts 
at  surveying  of  Indian  lands,  by  any  .citizen  of 
the  United  States,  or  other  person.  Georgia 
has,  by  a  late  act  of  her  Le^alatnre,  resolved 
to  survey  the  Cherokee  country — now  listen. — 

"Sac.  88.  Andb«U further enactedtThaiKajpn' 
BOD  or  persoQB  who  shall,  by  force,  menmoes,  or 
other  means,  prevent,  or  attempt  to  prevent,  any 
surveyor  or  surveyors  from  running  any  line  or 
lioes,  or  doing  and  performing  any  act  required  of 
him  or  them  by  this  act,  sbail,  on  indictment,  and 
conviction  thereof^  be  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary, 
at  hud  labor,  for  the  term  of  five  years." 

And  the  following  section  still  farther  dis- 
closes the  nature  of  the  proceedings  in  that 
State,  of  which  we  complain : 

"  Bec.  1.  And  b«  it  further  eTUteted  fry  the  author- 
ity  aforeeaid.  That  all  wbite  persons  residing  within 
the  nmits  of  the  Cherokee  nation  on  the  1st  day  of 
March  next,  or  at  any  Ume  thereafter,  withont  a 
Ucense  or  pemUt  firom  his  ExceDency  the  Governor, 
or  from  such  agent  as  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
shall  authorize  to  grant  snch  a  permit  or  Ucense, 
and  who  shall  not  nave  taken  the  oath  hereinafter 
reqwred,  shall  be  gwlty  of  high  misdemeanor,  and 
upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished  by  con- 
finement in  the  penitentiary,  at  hard  labor,  for  a 
term  not  leas  than  four  years :  PnmJed^  That  the 
providons  of  this  section  sliaU  not  be  bo  construed 
as  to  extend  to  any  antborixed  agent  or  agents  of 
tlie  Govenunent  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this 
State,  or  to  any  person  or  persons  who  may  rent 
any  of  those  improvements  which  have  been  aban- 
doned by  Indians  who  have  emigrated  west  of  the 
Uis^Bsippi:  Provided,  That  nouing  contained  in 
this  aeonon  sliaU  be  ao  constrned  as  to  extend  to 
white  fsmales,  and  all  mate  children  under  twenty 
yean  of  age." 
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Sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  crisis  bas  arrived,  when 
this  confiict  mnst  be  decided.  Here  is  direct 
repugnancy  between  the  legislation  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  of  Georgia.  Where  ia 
tlie  £zecQtive  arm  kiS  the  General  Government 
to  protect  our  laws  and  our  treatiea  fhnn  viidtF 
Hon  ?  I  cannot,  sir,  anticipate  that  Ui«  Presi- 
dent will  refuse  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
luid.  I  must  hear  it  from  himself.  I  maintun 
it,  rir.  as  one  of  the  sonndeat  prinoiples  cS  onr 
constitution,  that  the  Ezecotive  does  not  pos- 
sess the  tremendous  power  of  dispensing  with 
the  enforcement  of  public  statutes.  If  a  consti- 
tutional Bcmple  shall  affect  the  mind  of  a  Presi- 
dent of  tlie  United  States,  in  respect  to  any  act 
of  Oongress,  be  must  get  rid  of  bis  scmples,  or 
he  may  lay  down  his  commisnon :  but  wliile  he 
holds  the  office,  he  must  faithfully  ekecate 
every  law.  It  u  absolutely  imperative.  The 
people  of  this  oonntiT  will  Jwdoudy  watch 
over  this  branch  of  Executive  dnty.  They 
will  expect  its  fblfilment,  rir,  to  the  very 
letter.  Of  all  the  men  in  this  nation,  the  Presi- 
dent is  the  last  who  should  pause  upon  the 
reqairements  of  any  statute.  He,  at  least^ 
should  be  exemplary  in  obedience. 

It  may  be,  and  has  been  said,  that  the  opin- 
ions of  the  Prendent  may  be  inferred  from  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  on  thia 
subject,  and  by  the  President  commnnlcated  to 
Ooiu^resB.  I  know,  sir,  that  a  conclusion  might 
be  drawn  fh>m  the  silence  of  the  Executive. 
But  on  80  momentous  a  qaestion,  I  can  leave 
nothing  to  inference.  I  sobmit,  idr,  that  it  ia 
jnat  and  fluir  to  the  Chief  H^strate  to  pro- 
ponnd  a  direct  inqidry,  and  ohtun  from  him  s 
oireot  reply. 

Aiter  some  ftirtber  discuation  on  the  form  as 
well  as  the  anbstance  of  the  rraolution, 

Mr.  Bbston  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  to  ^ve  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
an  opportunity  to  modify  it  so  as  to  call  for 
cert^  spednc  information  as  to  the  Indian 
intercourse  law  of  1802;  but  the  motion  was 
negatived — 16  to  26. 

The  qnestion  was  then  pat  on.the  adopti(m 
of  the  resolution,  and  dedded  in  the  affinnative: 
yeas  48  u^s  8. 

The  Fott  O0ee  J^partment. 

The  Senate  then  took  np  the  following  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Gbuhdt,  as  modified  by  Ifr. 
LivnroBTON,  viz : 

Reiolvod,  That  the  Select  Committee  appointed  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  December  last  to  inquire  into 
the  condition  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  are 
not  aotboriaed  to  make  inquiry  into  the  reasons 
which  have  indooedthePoatmafter  General  to  make 
any  removals  of  his  depadea. 

Jtr.  Nosuc  made  some  remarks  in  oppodtion 
to  the  rescdntion ;  when  die  qnestion  waa  taken 
<m  its  adoption,  and  carried  m  the  afflrmativs^ 
asfiollows: 

TlAS.— Vessrs.  Barnard,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown, 
Dickerson,  Dudley,  ElUs,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne, 
Iredell,  Kane,  King,  Uvhigston,  Pobdexter,  Bohhi> 
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Bon,  Sanford,  Smith  of  Md.,  Smith  of  S.  C,  Taze- 
well Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Woodbury— 24. 

Kats. — Meesrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnett,  Chamben, 
Ofaue,  Clayton,  Foot,  FieHagbuyaeo,  Hendrieka, 
Holmea,  Joboson,  Knight,  Hariu,  Naudain,  Koble, 
Bobbins,  Rug^  Seymonr,  SSabee,  Webster,  Wt- 
lay— 21. 


Wkdnbsdat,  Febrtisry  16. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  following  reso- 
Intion,  Babmitted  yesterai?  bj  Hr.  ijTiHCh 
Rcos: 

"  Seaotved^  That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  tiiree 
members,  be  appointed  to  prepare,  and  report,  at 
the  next  s^on,  a  svstem  of  clril  and  criminal  law 
for  the  District  of  dolnml^  and  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  coorts  therein." 

On  HAa  resolntion  a  debate  took  ^aoe,  which 
luted  nnUl  near  three  o'clock,  in  which  Messrs. 
lArnraenur,  Chambxbs,  Wbbbtbb,  Foot,  Fob- 
8TTH,  HAT3IB,  BiBB,  and  NoBLE,  took  port. 

Afl^r  BO  long  s  discassion,  the  deoate  was 
arrested  by  Hr,  Foot,  who  read  a  paragraph 
from  Jefferson's  Hanoal,  to  show  that,  af^r  an 
adjoamment  of  Congress,  no  committee  coold 
sit  in  the  recess,  the  two  bodies  being  dissolved. 
He  moved  to  lay  the  resoInUon  on  tiie  table ; 
wtuch  motion  prevailed. 


TmiBSDAT,  Febroary  IT. 

^muUntiaryl'unUhmento/Jhtellingy  Chmbling 
amd  Ibrgtrff  m  tke  DUtiriet  ^  Oolttmbia. 

The  bill  fbr  the  punishment  of  crimes  in  tiie 
IHstrict  of  Oolnmbia  was  then  taken  np  for  a 
third  readily. 

Vfhea  the  bin  had  been  read  through, 

Kr.  Hatnk  remarked  that  he  had  not  p^d 
that  attention  to  the  bill  which  would  jastify 
his  acting  npon  it.  He  thoaght,  however,  that 
he  heard  the  clerk  read  a  claase  (in  the  12th 
section)  making  it  a  penitential?  offence  to  send 
a  cballen^  to  fight  a  daeL  He  asked  that  It 
might  ^;ain  be  read. 

[After  the  reading  of  the  12th  section  of  the 
act,  which  nnlu  aoelling  witii  ibrgezj  and 
other  infamons  crimes,] 

Ur.  E.  he  was  no  advocate  of  dnelHng. 
He  wonld  he  very  glad  if  any  means  oonld 
be  devised  to  pnt  an  end  to  the  practice.  Bnt 
his  experience  had  tanght  him  that  every 
attempt  to  legislate  anreasonably  npon  that 
sahject  had  only  tended  to  make  the  matter 
worse.  To  class  it,  as  the  present  bill  did,  with 
the  crime  of  peijnry  and  its  kindred  offences, 
it  seemed  to  him,  wonld  be  productive  of  more 
evil  than  benefit.  Under  these  circnmstaaoes, 
he  moved  recooHnit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Distriot  of  Ckdnmbia,  to  give  an 
opportanhy  flor  its  revisal  in  this  particuar. 

Jfr.  WoonsDsr  observed  that  there  was 
another  clause  in  the  bill  which  to  him  seoned 
radier  extraordinary.  It  was  that  whicb  made 
Tou  XL—IS 


the  offence  of  gambling  punishable  by  confine- 
ment  in  the  penitentiary.  He  wished,  if  the 
bill  should  be  recommitted,  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  this  clause. 

Mr.  CaAMMtBS  said,  the  olanse  alluded  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
HATifB,)  that  of  duellins,  had  met  the  attention 
of  the  committee,  and  toe  force  of  some  of  the 
objections  had  been  felt.  In  his  own  view  of 
the  subject,  the  most  objectionable  clause  was 
that  in  relation  to  testimony  in  relation  to 
duels,  where  witnesses  were  called  upon  in 
cases  of  prosecutions  for  duels.  He  could  not 
say  that  this  was  entirely  reconcilable  with  hia 
views  of  ri^ht ;  bnt,  with  regard  to  classing 
this  crime  with  others  of  an  infamous  charac- 
ter, it  was  conceived  that  the  most  effectual  way 
of  destroying  those  fatal  ideas  which  honorable 
and  high-minded  men  entertained  of  the  prac- 
tiecL  was  to  degrade  it,  and  place  it  on  a  level 
with  (oimee  of  the  most  infamous  hne.  This 
course,  it  was  believed,  wonld  do  more  to  exter- 
minate this  fell  evil  from  the  land  than  any 
other.  It  was  designed  to  assign  it  that  low 
and  degraded  rank,  in  crimes,  which  should 
make  it  infamous,  and  thus  save  the  honorable 
and  high-minded  portion  of  mankind  fh)m 
participating  in  it  It  was  evident  to  the  com- 
mittee that  nothing  bnt  public  sentiment  could 
correct  this  great  evil ;  and  if  it  was  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  that  the  provision  of  the  bill  was 
inexpedient,  it  would  be  shown  by  voting  for 
its  recommittal.  . 

tht  view  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  (Mr.  Woodbitbt)  on  the  penal^  for 
certain  kinds  of  gambling,  also  deserved  some 
connderation.  He  oonl^  however,  inform  that 
gentleman  that  the  provision  was  not  entirdy 
a  new  one.  He  instanced  a  case  in  his  own 
State,  (Maryland,)  where  an  individual  had 
been  inouwated  in  the  penitentiary  fbr  this 
crime.  In  relation  to  the  evidence  of  this 
crime,  also,  it  was  well  known  that  it  was 
diffici^t  to  procure  it  by  any  other  means  than 
through  those  who  were  themselves  the  vio< 
tims,  and  were  entrapped  in  the  tolls  <tf  the 
gambler. 

Mr.  0.  aidd,  if  it  waa  the  aense  of  the  Senate 
to  recommit  the  bill,  he  should  not  strennonaly 
oppose  it,  though  be  thought,  as  the  sul^eot 
was  now  Wore  the  Senate,  its  features  oonld 
be  regulated  there. 

Hr.  WooDBUBT  said,  in  rdation  to  the  clause 
which  he  had  alluded  to,  that  of  making  gam- 
bling a  penitentiary  offence,  he  would  only 
remark,  that  in  the  State  which  he  had  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent,  and,  indeed,  in  all 
the  !Eastem  States,  where  it  was  conceded  that 
the  people  were  as  strict  in  their  moral  views 
and  feelmgs  as  in  any  part  of  the  world,  the  crime 
in  question  was  only  punishable  by  fine.  It 
might  be,  that  in  other  parts,  where  the  evil 
was  more  prevalent,  stronger  punishments  were 
reqninte.  Of  this  he  would  not  pretend  to 
Judge ;  though,  in  most  the  oonstitnttons  of 
tfaeSastexn  and  Northern  States  to  which  ht 
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had  adverted,  a  olaase  was  inaerted  deelarinK 
that  no  nev  or  iiuH^inate  ponudiments  Bfaould 
beii^eted. 

Hr.  PoQTDKZTKB  B^d  that  he  was  not  au 
edrooate  for  dating.  He  referred  to  the  lawa 
of  the  Beveral  States  upon  the  subject ;  to  those 
of  New  York,  Yirgioia,  and  he  believed  North 
Oarolina.  In  those  States  the  penalty  for 
dnelling  was  disqaalification  from  office,  and 
ofScars  were  required  to  take  an  oath  tbat  they 
bad  not  been,  and  would  not  be,  engaged  in  a 
duel.  This  was  as  far  as  any  of  the  States 
went  in  their  enactments  on  the  subject.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland,  said  Mr. 
P.,  mast  be  aware  that  the  most  distinguished, 
tite  moat  honorable^  and  hi^di-niinded  men  in 
this  or  any  other  country  had  been  involved  in 
duels;  and  he  asked  if  there  was  not  reason  to 
fear  that  the  auppreseion  of  the  practice  would 
lead  to  a  worse  result,  the  introdnction  of  the 
BtUetto.  If  duelliag  were  rendered  infamous 
or  impracticable,  would  not  men  find  it  neces- 
sary  to  wear  a  dirk  to  defend  themselves  ftom 
insioltt  If  a  man  of  independent  mind  and 
honorable  feelings  partook  of  none  of  the  charao- 
teristios  of  &  bully,  he  would  still  defend  his 
honor  at  any  hazard.  He  asked  if  snoh  a  result 
had  not  been  seen  in  Virginia,  where  penalties 
had  been  imposed  mran  the  practice.  He  did 
not  advert  to  that  State  with  any  fedings  of 
disrespeot ;  &r  from  it ;  tar  there  were  men 
who  field  it  eretUtable  to  be  tenaoious  of  th^r 
honor.  But  he  beUered  that  the  enactment  of 
severe  penalties  w<Kild  have  the  tendency  of 
compelling  men  to  resort  to  the  knife  to  redress 
their  personal  wrongs.  In  legislating  for  the 
District  of  Colombia,  Oongresa  should  not  go 
further  tl^ui  any  of  the  States  have  gone.  He 
was  in  any  event  opposed  to  ranking  this 
offence  with  the  most  infamous  of  crimes. 

Mr.  FBELiNomiTSBN  said  he  should  oppose 
the  recommitment  of  this  hill.  If  no  other 
oonsideration  had  done  so,  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  lOssis^ppi  (Mr.  Poisdextbe) 
had  convinced  him  of  the  propriety  of  its  pro- 
viraons.  He  was  ready  to  grant  that  high- 
minded  and  honorable  men  had  given  oounte- 
nanoe  by  their  example  to  this  barbarous  asage. 
Bnt  would  any  man,  in  this  age,  contend  that 
St  was  essential  to  resort  to  the  pistol  or  the 
rtiletto  to  avenge  personal  injuries !  He  ap- 
proved of  this  bill,  and  this  mode  of  legislating 
npon  this  snbject  It  was  saying  to  these  high- 
minded  and  honorable  men,  if  yon  persist  in 
this  in&mons  practice,  we  must  show  you  that 
there  is  apower  stronger  than  your  false  notions 
of  honor.  It  is  found  in  tite  laws  of  your 
country ;  uid  the  result  of  yonr  perseverance 
must  lead  to  disgrace,  degradation,  and  infamy. 

Mr.  F.  Bud  he  was  about  to  state,  before  he 
heard  the  remaiis  of  the  gentieman  from  Uissis- 
rippi,  (Mr.  PoiSDsxTBR,)  what  his  own  «zperi- 
enoe  had  tanght  him  on  this  aal^ecL  In  the 
State  wMch  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent, the  only  way  to  put  down  the  practice 
bod  bem  fonnd  to  be  to  braod  the  sot  with 


inftmy.  Booh  measorea  had  been  taken,  and  It 
had  had  the  derired  effeot  It  would  doabtieas 
have  the  effect  here ;  for  when  the  legialatots 
of  the  country  pnt  their  seal  of  oondemnatioa 
upon  it — when  the  youth  saw  that  their  fathns 
and  legislators  were  bent  on  putting  it  down, 
it  would  soon  grow  into  disrepute,  and  fall  un- 
der the  predominance  of  correct  sentiments. 
In  trying  the  experiment  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  it  was,  indeed,  fonnd  necessary  to  show 
that  the  pains  and  penalties  enacted  a^inst  the 
offence  were  meant  to  be  enforced.  But  when 
this  was  discovered,  and  the  brand  of  infamy 
was  affixed  to  the  crime,  it  bad,  in  a  measure, 
ceased  to  exist;  it  had  had  the  effect  of  correct- 
ing the  public  sentiment.  It  is  aaeh  an  eyilj  said 
Mr.  F.,  as  every  good  man  dionld  unite  hia  mfia- 
ence  and  his  interest  in  cotreoting.  Mr.  F. 
Bud,  in  commencing  the  operation  of  tfae'oorreo* 
tive  in  New  Jersey,  fears  of  scane  of  the  evils 
predicted  by  the  gentieman  did  seem  to  be 
justified.  But  now,  since  it  had  been  rendwed 
infamous,  if  the  crime  was  ever  committed,  it 
was  done  by  stealth  only. 

Mr.  LiviKOSTON  said,  the  difficulty  here  en- 
countered in  this  bill  was  a  proof  that  it  bad 
been  hastily  drawn,  and  had  not  received  tbat 
attention  and  digestion  which  it  required.  Of 
this  he  was  before  fully  aware,  when  he  had 
submitted  his  proportion  of  yesterday,  which 
had  been  laid  up<m  the  tatde.  He  had  not  - 
intended,  howevwr,  to  have  inteilwed  with  the 
progress  of  tiie  bill  by  making  a  rin^e  remark. 
But  since  a  motiim  had  been  made,  on  which 
he  must  give  a  vote,  he  would  make  a  few  ex- 
planatory observations. 

Mr.  L.  said  there  was,  perhaps,  no  subject  in 
criminal  jurisprudence,  on  which  so  many  in- 
considerate steps  had  been  taken,  as  that  now 
under  disoossion.  Existing  laws  pnnish  all 
such  offensive  words  as  come  under  the  apella- 
tion  of  libels  and  slanders,  but  not  those  minor 
offences  under  the  denomination  of  insults.  In 
one  case,  the  person  aggrieved  brings  hia 
suit  at  law ;  in  the  other,  he  sends  a  challenge. 
The  reason  ia  obviooa ;  for  these' ve  the  omr 
remedies  in  his  power. 

Mr.L.h«eintrodaoedaletterontbisflnbjeet  . 
referring  to  the  effects  of  the  course  pursned 
by  the  State  of  Yir^nia,  and  an  advocacy  of 
that  policy  which  renders  duellists  incapable  of 
holding  office.  In  this,  Mr.  L.  said  there  was 
high  authority  for  the  belief  that  the  enact- 
ments of  Virginia  had  been  highly  beneficial. 
Hr.  L.  said  he  differed  from  his  friend  from 
Mississippi,  (Mr.  Foindbxtbs,)  in  the  idea  be 
had  advanced  that  the  suppression  of  duelling 
would  introduce  the  use  of  the  stiletto.  It  was 
not  in  the  nature  of  the  American  people  to 
resort  to  such  instruments.  It  did  not  be^ng 
to  them.  Bnt  there  was  another  evil  ta  be 
feared.  It  was  that  of  impunity ;  the  diflwulty 
of  procoring  testimtmy  m  oaaes  of  dael  ,  and 
tiie  strong  feelings  entertrined  by  jurors  hem- 
selves  in  exculpation  of  offianders.  The :  easm 
of  thia  was  obviooalf  that  the  pnniahmei  tvM 
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altogethw^qiroportioni^tothecdBanoe.  Snoh 
he  oooo^ved  to  be  the  osm  in  the  present  btlL 
He  vonld  fovor  the  {dan  ol'  disftwichising 
ofi^ers,  and  thus  afleoting  th^  pride  and 
ambition,  as  the  surest  mode  of  preventing  the 
conunlssion  of  the  offbnoe.  He  shoold  uere- 
fore  vote  for  reeommitting  the  biU. 

Mr.  Ttlib  said  he  confessed  he  had  not  before 
nnderatood  the  full  force  of  this  partionlarprovi- 
Mon  in  the  bilL  For  his  own  part,  he  was  folly 
peraaaded  of  the  inefficacy  and  inadeqitaoj  of  tSl 
l^islation  opon  this  eubject.  The  idea  of  pre- 
venting dnelUng  by  punishments  was  a  futile 
one :  and  enacting  laws  providing  for  shutting  a 
man  up  in  thepenitentiary  for  the  offence,  was  an 
absnrdity.  why,  said  itr.  T.,  the  very  motive 
of  the  offender  unghs  at  your  holta  and  ban ; 
an^shaUhebedetwredbyaneh  a  nK>tiTe,  while 
be  braves  the  hangman**  naltur  t 

The  gentleman  &om  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Fbb- 
jjsoBHTBKs)  had  attributed  the  decrease  of 
the  practice  of  doling  in  his  State  to  the  en- 
actments of  the  Legislature ;  but  tf  that  gentle- 
man woold  serionuy  reflect  upon  the  matter,  he 
believed  he  would  coincide  with  him  in  attrib- 
uting the  effect  to  a  deeper  cause  than  any 
influence  of  law.  He  most  also  reply  to  an 
observation  of  his  fiiend  from  Misdssippi,  (Mr. 
PonrDBXTEB,)  who  auppoBed  that  the  people  of 
the  State  whicb  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to 
rqnesent,  were  driven  to  the  use  of  the  stiletto 
in  conseqnenoe  of  the  enaotmoits  agwnst  dnel- 
lin& 

\M.T.  PomwrixB  ezplained.  He  bcUeved 
the  inatanoes  were  rare.] 

Mr.  T.  Boid  they  were  extremely  rare ;  he 
had  known  of  none  since  the  enactments  of  the 
law  against  dueling.  At  the  time  of  its  enact- 
ment, voeh  anticipfmons  had  been  harbored,  but 
they  proved  to  be  mere  creations  of  the  imag- 
ination. No  snch  results  had  flown  from  it. 
The  operation  of  the  law  had  had  directly  the 
opposite  effect;  and  this  was  felt  by  those 
whom  it  operated  on.  The  fiery  spirit  of  the 
South  would  sometimes  manifest  itself,  said  Mr. 
T.,  in  thehr  young  men,  and  reault  in  a  olinl)pnge 
to  fight  a  dneL  "S^  ^erienoe  taught  him 
that  tlie  otmaeqnence  was  a  greater  degree  of 
mrbanity  in  tiw  interoonrae  of  individuaU,  and 
lie  oonld  safely  say  there  were  less  personal 
diffieuhiea  or  broils  existing  in  the  circles  of 
Bociety  among  his  constitnents  than  could  be 
found  elsewhere.  He  could  attribute  it  to  no 
other  cause  than  the  one  he  had  adverted  to. 
If  you  would  put  down  this  evil,  said  Mr.  T., 
think  not  to  do  so  by  means  of  punishments. 
Attack  the  standing  of  the  individuals  in  their 
digibility  to  office,  and  you  come  nearer  to  the 
root  of  uie  offence.  He  agreed  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  XiOuiaanL  that  to  shut  the  door  to 
oflbie,  honor,  and  emommentj  to  the  partioipa- 
ton  in  the  oSteuw,  was  the  most  erffeotoal 
method  of  correcting  it  Do  this  and  yoor 
work  is  aooonmUflhed. 

Itr.  T.  8^  he  diould  have  been  wilUng  to 
have  let  the  pro  vision  stand  in  the  bill  as  it  was 


reported,  bnt  it  certidnly  went  further  than  he 
was  aware  of. 

Kr.  Ohahbkbs  stud,  from,  his  present  dtu»> 
tion  in  relation  to  this  hUL  he  ftit  somewhat 
embarrassed  and  restrained  in  relatttm  to  his 
action  upon  it.  The  question  eert^ily  in- 
volved a  great  prindple ;  and  in  order  that  the 
view^  of  gentiemen  might  H)e  deliberately 
made  and  calmly  expreissed,  in  order  to  give 
ample  time  for  its  consideration,  he  would 
move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  for  the  pres- 
ent. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate 
a^onnwd. 


FBiDiT,  FebruMy  18. 

OMeral  Agptvpriation  B^l—D^hmaUe  8^ 
rimand  Expenm, 

The  Senate  took  up  the  general  appropriation 
bill,  with  the  amendments  reported  the 
Committee  of  Finance  of  the  S«ute. 

The  sixth  amendment  was  as  foUowa : 

*'  For  the  outfit  and  salary  of  an  envoy  extraor- 
dinary and  miuiflter  plenipotentiary ;  for  the  nlar 
ries  <H  a  seeretary  of  legation ;  of  a  dragoman  and 
a  stodent  of  langoi^ies  at  Constantinopte,  and  for 
tbe  contingent  expenses  of  the  legation,  $74,000  ( 
that  is  to  say,  for  the  outfit  of  an  envoy  extiaor- 
dioary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  $9,000;  for 
salary  of  the  same,  $9,000 ;  for  salary  of  a  nee  re- 
tary  of  legation,  $2,000 ;  for  the  saUry  of  a  drag- 
oman, $2,600;  for  the  salary  of  a  student  of  lan- 
guages, $1,600:  for  the  contingent  expenaea  of  the 
legation,  $60,000. 

["For  eompensatioD  to  the  oommisakmers  em- 
ployed in  negotiating  a  treaty  with  the  SnbUme 
Porte. 

"  To  Charles  Rhind,  an  ontfit  of  $4,600,  deducting 
therefrom  whatever  sum  may  have  been  paid  to  him 
for  bis  personal  expenses. 

"To  Charles  Bhind,  David  OfBey,  and  James 
Biddle,  at  Uie  of  $4,000  per  annnm  for  tbe 
time  that  each  of  them  was  engaged  in  the  aiid  ne- 
gotiation. 

"For  compensation  to  the  commia^oners  em- 
ployed on  a  former  occasion  for  a  mmilar  purpose. 

"  To  William  K.  Crane  and  David  Offley,  at  the 
rate  of  $4,600  per  annum  for  the  time  that  each  of 
them  was  engaged  in  the  said  negotiation.*] 

Mr.  Tazkwsix  moved  to  strike  out  the  part 
above  indoded  in  brackets,  and  this  motion 
gave  rise  to  a  debate  which  occupied  the  Sen- 
ate until  past  fonr  o'clock,  in  the  course  of 
which  allnifflou  was  made  to  the  Panama  mifh 
sion,  and  the  power  of  the  President  denied  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  conclude  a  treaty 
without  submitting  to  tbe  Senate  the  appoint 
ment,  for  confirmation,  at  the  next  ensaiog  aes- 
sion  after  the  qqwintment  Tlie  gentlemen 
who  participated  In  the  debate  were  ICeoora. 
Tazewell,  Chakbxbs,  &fiTH  of  Ifaxylaod, 
Bkix,  Eans,  EiNa,  and  Saxtosd. 
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TDXSD1.T,  Febrnaiy  22. 
ITie  Twrhith  Commiuion — Pouer  of  eA*  Pren- 
dent  to  Originate  Minwnt. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  to  the  hill  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  jear  1881 ;  the  amend- 
ment offered  hy'  Mr.  Tazbwbll,  and  as  fnrther 
proposed  to  be  amended  by  Mr.  Eake,  being 
the  pending  qneation. 

Mr.  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate 

as  folloTs : 

If  I  had  cCHUalted  my  feelinss  ratlierthan  my 
sense  of  dnty,  I  certainly  shonld  not  have  made 
the  motion  I  did  a  few  days  since,  by  which 
the  discnssion  then  commenced  has  been  pro- 
duced. In  this  discnssion,  the  infirmi^  under 
which  I  labor  prev^ted  me  at  that  time,  and, 
I  fear,  will  still  disable  me  from  doing  justice  to 
the  subject.  But,  as  I  have  commenced  the 
task,  (however  laborions  and  even  painful  it 
mast  be  in  my  present  aitaation,)  I  will  now 
endeavor  to  complete  it,  confiding  in  the  Sen- 
ate, who  well  know  how  I  am  connected  with 
this  matter,  and  who  witness  my  present  con- 
dition, to  pardon  this  ungrateful  obtrnslm  upon 
thetr  attentdon. 

In  moving  to  expunge  that  portion  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  committee,  which 
goes  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  "  an  outfit 
and  salaries,"  to  "the  commis^oners,"  ap- 
pointed as  well  by  the  late  as  by  the  present 
^^ident,  "  to  negotiate  a  treaty  wi^  the  Snb- 
lime  Porte,"  I  stated  most  explicitly  that  it  was 
not  my  pnrpose  to  deny  to  these  persona  the 
money  wnich  the  committee  proposed  to  award 
as  compensation  for  the  services  they  were  sup- 
posed to  have  rendered ;  but  that  my  object 
was  to  express,  in  this  manner,  my  own  decided 
disapprobation  of  what  had  been  dcme  in  this 
hc^iaii^  as  well  as  the  mode  in  which  this 
Tamnueration  was  now  proposed  to  be  awarded 
to  them.  I  sdd,  that  if  a  bill  having  for  its 
object  the  compensation  of  these  persona, 
^oold  bo  introoneed  into  the  other  House, 
where  it  onght  to  originate,  and  should  receive 
the  sanction  of  that  body,  snch  a  bill  would 
meet  my  cordi^  support  here,  even  if  it  should 
bestow  upon  these  individuals  more  than  the 
committee  prwosed  to  allow  them  by  their 
amendment  Ihisjexplicit  declaration,  repeated 
more  than  once,  I  lutd  supposed,  would  have 
protected  me  agdnst  the  imputation  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York,  ^r.  Sakfobo,)  which 
was  strongly  implied-  la  the  <;|nestion  he  pro- 
pounded, when  he  so  nnphatically  as^  if  I 
meant  to  claim  to  the  United  States  the  AiU 
benefit  the  labor  and  time  of  these  persons, 
and  deny  to  them  any  equivalent  therefor.  To 
this  question,  thus  asked,  I  will  again  answer 
wi^  equal  emphans,  No.  It  is  not  my  wi^  to 
refuse  to  these  men  one  dngle  cent  So  far 
firom  it,  inconsiderable,  nay,  doabtfnl,  as  I  be- 
Beve  the  benefits  to  be,  which  they  are  sup- 
posed to  have  rendered,  yet  I  wiUgo  hand  in 
Aond  wiQi  tiie  Senator  finom  New  xork,'0'  ^7 


[FSBBnART,  1831. 

other,  in  awarding  for  their  service,  not  a  mere 
gnantum  meruit,  but  a  liberal  and  ample  allow- 
ance  for  all  their  time  and  all  their  labor,  n^, 
even  for  their  hcwestthon^  mistaken  eflorta  m 
this  regard. 

Having  said  thus  much,  I  must  take  the  lib- 
erty of  signifying  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York  the  very  wide  distinction  (which 
to  my  own  mind  is  quite  obvious)  between 
such  a  Toluntary  award  ot  compensation  to 
those  who  intended  well  and  acted  honestly, 
and  voting  an  appropriation  of  money,  upon 
the  applicati<m  tn  the  Execntive,  in  redemp- 
tion of  the  fEdth  of  the  State,  sud  to  be  pledged 
by  those  who  I  cannot  agree  had  an;*  authority 
so  to  commit  it.  One  would  be  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  a  debt,  of  a  demand  (tf  strict  Jus- 
tice, which,  although  Congress  may  have  the 
physical  power,  they  have  not  the  moral  right 
to  refiose.  The  other  is  a  mere  application  to 
our  equity,  not  addressing  itself  in  any  way  to 
our  plighted  faith.  One  is  a  common  exercise 
of  our  power  of  appropriation,  connected  with 
nothing  but  the  special  merits  of  the  particular 
case,  and  oonstitatlng  no  obUgaton^preoedoit 
for  any  other  even  of  aHke  kind.  The  other  la 
a  direct  sanction  of  what  I  believe  to  be  an  un- 
constitutional act  of  the  Ezecutire,  and  a  volun- 
tary abandonment  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  of 
its  rights  and  privileges.  One  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding would  fnmish  to  the  other  House  all 
the  facts  existing  in  the  case,  and  necessary  to 
a  correct  exercise  of  their  discretion  over  it 
The  other  is  well  calculated  to  mislead  that 
body,  by  holding  out  the  idea  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  persons  for  whom  compensation  is 
thus  provided,  has  received  the  confirmation  of 
the  Senate ;  and  that  the  public  faith  is  there- 
by pledged  to  award  to  tbem  the  allowance 
ooetomary  upon  sneh  oooasions. 

The  Senate  cannot  fidl  to  nndOTstand  tiie 
broad  difference  between  the  two  cases ;  and, 
whatever  may  i>e  their  opinion  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  principles  upon  which  this  distinc- 
tion depends,  they  will  nevertheless  see  in  the 
distinction  itself  uie  reasons  for  the  course  I  am 
disposed  to  pursue.  This  course  will  lead  me 
to  co-operate  willingly  with  the  most  liberal,  in 
awarding  compensation  to  these  individuals  for 
what  they  have  done,  whenever  that  aultject 
shall  be  brought  properly  before  me,  but  will 
not  permit  me  to  vote  one  cent,  in  the  mode 
now  here  proposed. 

If  any  Senator,  sidd  Ur.  T.,  shall  concur  with 
me  in  the  opini<»i  I  have  thna  expressed,  that 
the  power  which  has  been  exercised  by  the 
President  upon  this  occasion  is  not  granted,  but 
forbidden  to  him  by  the  constitution,  and  that 
its  exercise  has  been  in  flagrant  violation  of  the 
rights  and  privities  of  wis  body,  conferred 
upon  it  for  the  wisest  purposes,  then  I  know 
that  my  motion  will  receive  support  But  if  _a 
majority  of  the  Senate  shall  difrer  from  me  in 
this  opinion,  it  will  be  rejected  as  it  ought  to 
be.  In  any  event,  however,  I  diall  have  the 
satiriitcticniarbringiDg  this  mnoh  vexed  qnaa- 
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tioD  to  a  oonclasioQ.  Presented  aa  it  now  is,  it 
must  be  decided  ODe  way  or  the  other.  There 
exists  no  mode  of  eluding  it.  It  is  the  convio- 
lion  of  this  which  gives  to  the  present  discus- 
sion all  the  interest  it  has  for  me ;  and  which 
alone  could  have  induced  me  to  trespass  npon 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  at  this  time. 

It  has  now  been  so  long  since  I  presented  to 
the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  facta  existing  in 
this  case,  oat  of  which  the  questions  I  mean  to 
disonss  arise,  that  it  seems  necessary  to  preface 
what  I  have  to  say  by  a  brief  recital  of  them 
flgun,  that  none  may  suppose  I  am  about  to 
waste  your  time  by  an  idle  dissttiation  upon 
some  mere  abstract  proposition,  which,  whettier 
true  or  fidse,  is  of  little  ooi^eqnence  to  the 
country.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Senate 
will  &vor  me  with  their  attcation,  while  I  re- 
peat Uie  statement  formerly  given. 

Between  the  Ottoman  empire  and  the  United 
States  no  political  connection,  or  diplomatic  re- 
lation of  any  kind,  ever  existed,  from  the  hour 
which  gave  birth  to  this  republic  as  an  inde- 
pendent sovereignty,  until  the  year  1620.  It 
u  troe,  ineffectual  attesmts  were  made  to  es- 
taWah  Bodk  rdations  and  connections,  by  both 
the  Adjumaea  wUle  they  preyed  in  onr  Gov- 
ernment. But  the  effort  of  the  elder  Adams, 
although  approved  by  Che  Senate,  failed,  by 
reason  of  the  refusal  of  the  minister  appointed 
by  htm  to  accept  his  appointment,  and  the  sub- 
sequent abandonment  of  this  scheme  by  those 
with  whom  it  originated.  And  the  secret  ef- 
forts of  the  late  President  to  establish  such  re- 
lations, without  the  advice  or  knowledge  of  the 
Senate,  also  failed,  for  reasons  recently  disclos- 
ed to  this  body,  to  which  X  will  not  now  make 
any  further  allusion.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  desires  of  Uiese  Presidents,  however,  t^e 
fiiot  is  undoubted,  as  I  have  stated  it  to  be,  that 
nntil  the  year  1829  there  never  was  any  con- 
neetion  or  relation  between  -the  UiUted  States 
and  the  BnbUme  Porte,  more  than  now  exists 
between  the  former  and  the  empires  of  China 
and  Japan. 

In  this  state  of  things,  on  the  12th  day  of 
September,  1829,  and  dnrUig  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  the  present  President  caused  letters 
patent  to  be  expedited  from  the  Department  of 
State,  signed  by  his  own  proper  hand,  and  au- 
thenticated by  the  great  seal  of  the  United 
States,  whereby  he  commissioned  the  three 
persons  named  in  tlie  amendment  proposed  by 
the  committee  to  be  commissioners  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  thereby  widowed  them 
with  plenipotentiary  powers  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  the 
Ott(»nan  Porte. 

I  b^  the  Senate  to  bear  in  mind  that  this 
anthonly  was  not  conferred  npon  these  persons 
by  any  private  letter  or  warrant  written  by  a 
Secretary,  and  intended  for  their  own  guidance 
and  governance  merely ;  but  that  it  purports  to 
be  granted  by  the  Cliief  Magistrate  himself,  is 
communicated  to  them  by  letters  patent,  under 
his  own  ugnatnre,  onthoitioated  by  the  great 
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seal  of  the  United  States,  addressed  to  all  whom 
they  might  concern,  designed  to  be  exhibited 
to  the  inspection  of  a  foreign  sovereign,  and  to 
be  exchanged  against  similar  powers  to  be 
'granted  by  him  to  others  who  might  equally 
possess  his  confidence.  To  whomsoever  Mas 
seal  was  shown,  it  proved  itself.  When  recog- 
nized by  any  sovereign,  it  entitled  those  who 
bore  the  commission  it  authenticated,  to  all  the 
rif^ts,  privileges,  and  immunities  accorded  to 
ttie  ministers  of  any  potentate  on  earth ;  and 
authorized  them  to  pledge  tiie  &ith  and  honor 
of  this  nation  to  ue  p«rfonnaace  of  any  act 
within  the  scope  of  the  fiill  power  it  purported 
to  bestow.  This  is  the  character  of  the  com- 
raission  granted  by  the  President  upon  the  pres- 
ent oocamon,  a  copy  of  which  is  now  npon  our 
files. 

In  pursuance  of  this  commission,  and  of  the 
instructions  that  accompanied  it,  Mr.  Bhind, 
one  of  the  commissioners,  proceeded  from  New 
York  (where  he  then- was)  to  Constantinople, 
The  other  two  commissioners  were  already  near 
the  scene  of  action ;  one  of  them  being  the 
commander  of  our  squadron  in  the  MediterTft- 
nean  Sea,  and  the  other  a  commercial  agent  of 
the  Umted  States,  resident  at  Smyrna.  Arrived 
at  Oonstontinople,  Vr.  Bhind  exhibited  his  com- 
mission to  the  Sultan,  was  received  and  accred- 
ited as  the  representative  of  the  United  States, 
and  his  proposal  to  negotiate  a  treaty  was  ac- 
cepted. Other  ministers,  clothed  with  equal 
authority,  were  then  appointed  by  the  Turkish 
monarch,  to  confer  wiUi  him  upon  this  subject. 
They  met,  exchanged  their  powers,  end  began 
the  business  of  negotiation.  This  was  termi- 
nated by  a  treaty,  which,  although  it  bears  date 
early  in  May,  1830,  1  will  presently  show  was 
not  completed  until  several  weeks  afterwards. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States  met  on  the 
first  Monds^  in  December,  1629,  and  continued 
In  session  until  the  last  Monday  (belog  the  81st 
day)  of  May,  1880.  During  this  whde  period, 
no  iuformation  of  these  appointments  was  ever 
communicated  to  this  body,  nor  were  they  at 
any  time  consulted,  in  any  form  whatever,  as 
to  the  propriety  of  instituting  this  mission. 
The  Message  of  the  President  to  both  Houses, 
at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, in  annonncing  tliat  n  treaty  had  been  en- 
tered into  with  the  Sublime  Porte,  gave  the 
first  intimation  to  any  Senator,  that  any  nego- 
tiation had  ever  been  had  with  that  power. 

Such  are  the  facts  existing  in  this  case,  as 
every  member  of  the  Senate  well  knows; 
and,  by  these  fac^  these  two  questions  are  pre- 
sented :  Did  the  President  possess  any  author- 
ity to  institute  such  an  original  mia^on  during 
the  recess,  and  without  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  ?  if  he  did,  was  it  not  his 
boonden  duty  to  have  nominated  to  the  Senate 
at  their  next  session  the  persons  he  had  so  ap< 
pointed  during  the  recess ! 

The  amen&ient  ofi'ered  by  the  committee, 
proposing,  as  it  doee,  to  ^ve  *'  as  outfit  and  sal- 
aries," to  these  *' oommisdoaars "  that  ap- 
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Sointed,  is  a  direct  affirmation  of  the  Preai- 
ent*9  authority  so  to  appoint  them,  and  an  ap- 
probation of  his  course  in  withholding  all 
knowledge  of  their  app(^tmentsfrom  the  Sen- 
atft.  Then,  the  propraition  involved  in  mj 
motion  is,  will  &e  Senate  sanction  this  nstupa- 
tion  vt  anthority,  iriAdh  has  been  thus  ezer- 
olsed  in  flagrant  derc^tion  of  their  rtghta? 
This  is  the  qneation ;  and  it  is  vain  for  os  to 
seek  to  hide  it  f^m  onrselvea.  A  power  has 
been  exerted  by  the  President  withont  onr  ad- 
vice and  consent ;  and  be  now  comes  here,  ask- 
ing an  appropriation  of  money,  as  the  pledge 
of  onr  acqaiescence  in,  and  ^probation  of,  that 
which  he  has  so  done.  Onght  we  to  grant  the 
application  which  has  this  object  X  I  pray  the 
Senate  to  consider  the  matter  well,  before  tbej 
agree  tbns  voluntarily  and  forever  to  sorrfflider 
their  highest  privUeM,  conferred  npon  them  hy 
the  ooustitation  for  tibe  wisest  purposes. 

Before  I  undertake  to  ezanune  the  gaeBtions 
I  have  st^ed,  let  me  <»ll  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  natore  and  character  of  what  is 
supposed  by  some  to  be  the  "  trifling  "  power 
which  has  been  exerted.npon  this  oocarion. 

If  the  President  alone,  withont  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate^  may  originate  a 
mission  to  a  State  with  which  we  have  never 
before  had  any  political  connection  or  diplomat- 
ic interconrse,  all  mnst  concede  that  he  may 
eompoand  that  mismon  of  what  materials  be 
may  think  proper.  If  he-nu^  despatch  <me 
Itinister,  he  has  the  same  authority  to  send 
three,  aa  he  has  done,  or  five,  as  was  done  in 
the  n^otiations  at  Ghent,  or  bo  many  more  as 
he  may  think  fit.  The  same  power  he  possess- 
es to  send  Ifinisters,  he  must  also  possess  to 
aooompany  them  with  such  and  so  many  secre- 
taries, interpreters,  students  of  langoages,  and 
other  attaches  as  in  his  discretion  he  may  jndge 
usefol  to  his  new  legation.  And  if  he  may  ap- 
point idl  these,  doubtless  he  may  contract  with 
all  and  each  of  the  members  of  this  newly  re- 
omited  eorpt  diplomatique,  as  to  the  qnantam 
of  the  compensation  to  be  pud  for  their  ser- 
vices. Thus  he  will  have  an  unlimited  power 
to  pledge  the  puUio  reveaue  to  any  extent  he 
may  choose.  We  shall  then  have  these  strange 
anomalies  In  onr  Govemmentt  that  the  Presi- 
dent, who,  cannot  touch  one  cent  even  of  his 
own  salary  withont  the  consent  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  may,  nevertheless,  by  bis  own  act, 
prc^rly  create  any  charge  upon  the  Treasury 
in  favor  of  another,-  which  he  may  think 

{)roper;  and  although,  as  to  our  long-estab- 
isfaed  and  improved  diplomatic  ccmnec^ons, 
the  President  must  not  enlarge  the  establish- 
ments fixed  by  Congress,  yet,  as  to  all  new  re- 
lations, his  own  dtecretion  is  the  (mly  check 
upon  his  own  will. 

Nor  is  this  alL  If  the  Pre^dent  alone,  with- 
out tt»  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  may 
ori^oate  a  new  mission  to  Turkey^  a  power 
with  which  the  United  States  never  had  ai^ 
poUtioal  onmeotion  or  di|domatio  relation,  he 
certainly  most  have  the  same  authority  as  to 
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any  other  State.  Then,  the  moment  the  Senate 
adjourns,  be  may  adopt  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Bhind,  contained  in  one  of  the  letters  now  <»i 
yonr  table,  which  has  been  read,  and  de^atch 
a  troop  of  diplomatiBts  to  Annenis,  and  another 
to  Persia,  on  mlsnons  to  which  I  am  very  con- 
fident the  Senate  would  never  give  tiieir  advice 
or  consent.  If  the  matter  should  end  here,  al- 
though I,  and  the  very  few  others  who  still 
think  as  I  do,  might  regret  this  unexpected  ex- 
tension of  Executive  patronage,  and  useless 
waste  of  the  public  treasure,  yet  it  would  not 
be  productive  probably  of  much  other  positive 
mischief  at  present.  But  it  might  not  end 
here. 

Sir,  we  live  in  strange  times.  Revolutions 
of  Government,  and  the  dismemberment  of  em- 
pires, events,  which  formerly  were  almost  of 
as  rare  oocnrrenoe  in  the  polititnl  world,  as 
those  terrible  convulsions  of  the  natunl  wcnid, 
which  sometimes  have  shaken  to  its  centre 
the  globe  we  inhabit,  have  of  late  become  quite 
common  incidents.  We  now  feel  sui^rised  if 
our  newspapers  do  not  ftamlsh  us,  daily,  with 
the  detaiu  of  some  sanguinary  civil  conflict,  of 
some  new  change  in  long-established  Govern- 
ments, or  of  some  divnlsion  of  ancient  States 
and  empires.  Old  dominions  are  almost  hourly 
tottering  to  their  down&ll,  and  new  sovereign- 
ties, springing  from  their  ruin,  are  claiming  to 
be  recognized  as  independent  monbers  of  the 
great  family  of  nations.  At  such  a  season  aa 
ukis,  while  the  timndw  rolls  and  the  lightning 
gleams  in  the  distance  only,  it  becomes  ns  to 
iwAi  well  to  the  ship  in  whidi  our  all  is  em- 
barked. Onr  coont^  expects  every  man  to  do 
his  duty ;  and  the  ftrst  du.ty  she  enjoins  is  a 
fiuthfal  observance  of  the  mandates  of  her  con- 
stitution. If  the  Prraident  idone,  withont  c<m- 
snlting  either  House  of  Congress,  may  institute 
an  original  mission  to  Tnrkey,  so  he  may  to 
Greece,  to  Egypt,  to  Belgium,  or  to  Poland. 
How  we  all  know,  not  only  what  might  be,  but 
certainly  would  Ixt,  the  result  of  this.  It 
would  be  just  cause  of  war,  and  the  United 
States  would  at  onoe  be  involved  in  that  dread- 
ful conflict  which  seems  but  to  wait  the  return 
of  roring  to  deluge  Europe  onoe  moro  with 
blood,  and  to  thre^eo  the  repose  d  all  Chri&< 
tendom,  perhaps  of  all  the  wwld.  Here,  then, 
would  be  another  anomaly  in  onr  Government ; 
for  while  Congress  alone  is  authorized  by  the 
constitution  to  declare  war,  by  the  mere  exer- 
cise of  this  *'  trifling  "  power  of  despatching  a 
Minister  to  a  new  State,  the  President  alone 
would  be  authorized  to  bring  about  that  very  , 
state  of  things  which  the  wise  antlwrs  of  that 
instrument  certainly  intended  to  omnmit  to  the 
discretion  of  Congress  only. 

Such  is  the  nature,  and  such  may  be  the  ef- 
fects, at  the  *'  trifling "  power  that  has  been 
exerted  by  the  Prealdent  upon  this  occasion, 
and  which  Ve  are  now  asked  to  iq){at>ve,  to 
sanctafy,  and  so  to  perpetuate  in  Um  and  his 
successors.  Let  me  not  be  told,  as  has  bew 
more  than  Insinuated  by  some,  that  tUs  vast 
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power  will  be  lodged  in  the  discretion  of 
the  President;  and  that  we  shonld  have  so 
mach  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of 
this  officer,  as  to  believe  that  the  power  will 
Dot  be  abased  or  exercised  indiscreetly.  Sir,  I 
never  have  had,  and  I  never  can  have,  so  mnch 
confidence  in  any  President  as  willingly  to  con- 
fide to  his  unchecked  discretion  any  important 
power,  with  even  a  hope  that  it  will  not  J>e 
abased.  It  is  in  the  natnre  of  man  to  covet 
power,  and  to  abase  that  which  he  has,  in  or- 
der to  acqnire  more ;  and,  of  all  ftwrns  of  Got- 
emment,  this  elective  monarchy  of  oars  is  I«ut 
ealcolated  to  repress  this  natnral  {nvdivity  of 
its  temporary  chief,  especially  if  be  dedres  to 
retun  his  place  for  another  term.  Oonfidence 
in  the  discretion  of  their  Execative  has  ever 
been  Uie  bane  of  repnblics,  from  Uie  earliest 
day ;  and  I  speak  in  the  spirit  of  oar  own  con- 
stitotion  when  I  say  that,  instead  of  snch  con- 
fidence, it  inculcates  distrust  in  every  line. 
Under  the  infinenoe  of  this  spirit,  I  denied  the 
claim  to  this  identical  power,  when  it  was  as- 
■erted  by  the  immediiUe  predecessor  of  the  pres- 
ent incambent  of  the- Presidential  chair;  and 
nnder  the  same  influence  I  now  deny  it  to  him. 
In  tike  disoieet  exercise  oi  all  tiie  powers  con- 
ferred upon  bim  by  the  oonatatation,  he  ever 
has  bad,  and  ever  uiall  have,  my  sincere  and 
oordial  sapport ;  bat  whenever  be  oversteps  the 
limit  there  prescribed,  I  will  oppose  Ms  lawless 
acts  with  the  same  zeal  and  freedom  I  have 
ever  lieretofore  manifested  npon  other  like  oc- 
casions. Has  he  done  so  in  the  iostaQoe  before 
us  1  This  is  the  question  to  which  I  now  in- 
vite the  attention  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  President^  whatever  may  be  the  opinions 
of  some  as  to  the  inherent  powers  supposed  to 
be  enjoyed  by  this  body,  or  some  other  de- 
partments of  this  Government,  I  think  we 
most  all  agree  tiiat  the  Execntive  has  no  such 
Inliereut  or  undefined  aathority.  All  his  pow- 
en  must  be  derived  nnder  some  express  grant 
eontained  in  the  oonatitntion.  Inherent  power 
to  him  would  be  bat  a  c<MUtly  term  to  denote 
iverogative ;  and  the  enrcise  of  any  nngrant- 
•d  authority  by  him  is  nothing  else  than  mere 
naarpation.  Let  us  then  turn  to  the  charter, 
and  see  if  that  contains  the  concession  of  any 
snob  power  as  has  been  here  exerted. 

It  IB  true  that  the  first  section  of  the  sccoQd 
wtide  of  the  constitation  vests  in  the  President 
"  the  Executive  power ; "  and  equally  true  that 
the  power  which  has  been  exercised  upon  this 
oocasioOjisproperlyanExecntivepower.  There- 
fore, if  there  was  no  other  provision  in  the  con- 
BtttDtion  upon  the  snlject  than  this,  no  donbt 
would  exist  that  the  IV^deut  tab  anthtnlxed 
to  do  that  which  he  baa  done.  Bat  the  consti- 
tntim  does  not  stop  here.  Very  soon  after  this 

Sneral  grant  of  the  Executive  power,  and  in- 
e  next  section  of  the  same  artide  which  con- 
tains 'the  grant,  the  constitation  proceeds  to 
check  and  restrain  the  power  so  granted,  by 
neaoriMng  the  manner  in  wtuch  alone  the 
ftarideot  mut  azerdse  it,    Thu^  in  the 


second  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  this 
same  second  article,  it  declares  tliat  "  he  shdl 
have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concur :  "  and 
then,  that  **  he  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senat^  shall  ap- 
point, ambassador,  other  public  ministers  and 
consols,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  ap- 
pointments are  not  herein  otherwise  provided 
for,  and  whioh  shall  be  established  by  law." 
Hmoe,  It  is  obvious,  that,  although  the  Execu- 
tive power  ia  vested  in  the  President  alone,  he 
is  expressly  Inhibited  from  making  treaties,  (if 
indeed  that  is  an  Executive  power,)  or  appoint- 
ing to  any  office  of  the  United  States,  (which 
certainly  is  snch,)  without  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  But  the  officers  in  qaes- 
tion  never  have  been  nominated  to  the  Senate, 
□or  has  this  body  advised  or  consented  to  their 
appointment  in  any  way ;  therefore,  the  act  of 
the  President  in  conferring  these  appointments 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  can  de- 
rive no  sanction  or  support  from  this  part  of 
the  consUtution. 

If  this  act  can  be  Jastified  at  all,  its  jnstifloa- 
tion  must  be  sought  for  in  the  next  paragraph 
of  the  same  section,  wbiofa  declares  that "  tLe 
President  shall  have  power  fill  up  all  vacancies 
that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
by  granting  commissions  whioh  shall  expire  at 
the  end  of  their  next  session."  This  is  the  only 
part  of  tiie  constitution  which  has  affinity  to, 
or  connection  with,  the  power  in  que^on. 
Let  me  then  inquire  whether  the  desired  justi- 
fication can  be  found  here. 

The  general  rule  is  snch,  as  I  hare  read  it 
from  the  constitution,  tbat  appointments  to 
office  must  be  made  by  the  President  "  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate." 
Under  this  rule,  the  Freddoit  alone  baa  no 
more  antiiority  to  appoint  without  nominating 
to  the  Senate,  than  the  Senate  bave  to  advise 
the  ^pointment  of  cme  not  nominated  by  Um. 
The  exceptioii  to  this  rule  is  contained  in  the 
clause  I  have  just  read.  But  to  bring  the  case 
within  the  purview  of  this  exception,  and  so  to 
take  it  out  of  the  operation  of  the  role,  these 
three  thin^  must  occur :  There  must  be  a  va- 
cancy— this  vacancy  must  have  happened — and 
this  happening  must  have  taken  juaoe  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate.  Unlessall  these  things 
conoor,  the  President  can  find  no  support  for  the 
power  he  has  exercised,  in  this  exception.  Kow 
I  undertake  to  show  that,  instead  of  the  oon- 
enrrenoeof  all  these  events,  not  one  of  them  ex- 
isted on  the  12th  day  ot  September,  1829,  when 
these  ^>pointm6nts  were  made  b^*  the  I^eddent 
alone. 

Hr.  Prendent,  as  this  oonstatntion  was  certain- 
ly intended  by  its  authors  to  be  exhibited  to  the 

Seople,  to  the  end  that  it  might  he  read  and  nn- 
erstood  by  them,  in  order  that,  when  understood, 
if  approved,  it  might  be  adopted  by  them,  I  have 
ever  Delieved  that  the  true  mie  of  oonafemlng 
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it  was  to  give  to  all  its  familiar  terms  their 
polw  signiifioation  at  the  time  of  its  adoption, 
that  sense,  such  terms  were  probably  first 
nsed ;  in  that  eense,  they  were  cert^nly  after- 
wards miderstood ;  and,  being  adopted  in  that 
senscj  their  eigniflcation  shoold  ever  afterwards 
remain  nnchanged.  If  this  is  not  so,  then  in- 
deed IB  the  constitution  "  a  mere  nose  of  wax," 
which  may  be  pressed  into  any  shape,  not  only 
by  designing  and  funhitiooa  statesmen,  bat  by 
every  drivelling  philolt^nst  or  moon-stnick 
metuihysician  who  may  ^oose  to  amnse  him- 
self by  a  dissertation  upon  the  ever- varyliig 
meaning  of  words. 

Trying  the  provisioa  I  am  now  considering 
by  this  role,  I  ask  of  every  honorable  Senator 
here  present,  if  any  doabt  ever  did  exist  among 
the  people  of  the  Btate  be  represents,  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  terms  "  vacancy  in  office." 
Thronghont  our  whole  land,  their  meaning  was 
and  is  the  same.  Everywhere,  and  at  all  times, 
except  in  yonder  pablio  edifices,  they  have  been 
considered  as  denoting  an  actnal  existmg  office, 
which,  having  been  once  filled,  by  eome  cause 
has  ^terwuds  lost  its  incumbent,  and  is  so 
made  vacant  The  idea  of  actual  Taeancy,  in 
mere  posdble  officer  which  never  hod  been, 
and  nevw  migjit  be,  fllledf  is  much  too  subtle  to 
have  been  saf^estea  by  the  wisdom  which  dic- 
tated, and  much  too  refined  for  the  common 
sense  that  adopted,  this  constltntion.  Original 
existing  vacancy,  in  non-existing  and  merely 
potential  offices,  like  original  sin,  is  a  mystery. 
Faith  in  revelation  may  oblige  as  to  adopt  the 
belief  of  the  latter,  bat  each  surpasses  the  power 
of  unaided  human  reason ;  and  if  we  yield  as- 
sent to  the  former,  like  good  Catholics  we  must 
say,  Credo  quia  impo$uhile  e$U 

It,  however,  any  doubt  could  exist  as  to  the 
meaning  of  this  term  "  vacancy,"  when  r^ard- 
ed  alone,  all  sacfa  doubts  most  vanish  when  wo 
examine  its  context,  and  connder  it  la  oonneo- 
tion  with  the  other  words  with  which  we  find 
it  here  associated  in  the  c<»utitation.  Accord- 
ing to  th^  it  is  not  every  vacancy  which  the 
Preudent  may  fill  up  without  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  but  such  vacancies  only 
as  "  may  happen ; "  and  which  may  happen  too 
"  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate.''  Now,  ac- 
cording to  the  common  signification  of  the  term 
happen,  it  is  never  (^>plied  to  denote  certain 
events,  but  it  is  ^plicable  to  denote  such  occur- 
rences only  as  casualty  may  produce,  which  are 
therefore  either  unforeseen,  or  if  seen,  as  possi- 
ble in  themselves,  are  quite  uncertain  as  to  the 
time  of  thorocourrenoe.  We  shoold  not  speak 
reverently  certunly,  should  we  say  that  the  sun 
h^pens  to  rise,  or  that  the  tides  hwpen  to 
change.  There  is  nothing  fortuitous  m  these 
evente ;  they  are  foreseen,  foreknown,  and  mast 
occur,  until  it  pleases  Him  who  has  so  ordained 
to  change  the  order  of  his  own  providence. 
Witit  as  little  propriety  ndgbt  we  say  that  our 
chief  magistracy  happens  to  be  elective,  or  the 
tenure  of  our  judicial  offices  happens  to  be  dur- 
ing good  b^vior.   Xhesfr  thii^  too  are  pre- 
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orduned.  Yet  we  may  well  say  of  the  death, 
redgnation,  removal,  or  disability  of  an  officer, 
that  it  happens ;  because,  even  where  the 
event  is  certain,  the  time  of  its  occurrence  is 
unknown  and  uncertun. 

But  if  we  could  refer  this  term  "  happen," 
which  denotes  casualty  only,  to  the  occurrence 
of  events  pre-ordained  by  the  constitution  it^li^ 
still  the  happening  of  such  events  most  take 
plftoe  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  en- 
large the  general  power  of  the  Frendentl  Then, 
if  we  could  adopt  as  real  tUs  mere  vision  of 
existing  vaoanOT  in  non-existing  but  posnbla 
offices,  we  should  not  aid  him  much  by  auofa  a 
subtle  refinement.  For  even  if  the  office  always 
existed  potentially,  it  was  always  actually  va^ 
cant,  until  it  was  once  filled;  and  who  can  prop- 
erly affirm  of  such  an  original  and  eternal  va- 
cancy, that  it  happened  daring  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  rather  than  during  its  sesdon  1  Unless 
it  happened  during  the  recess  of  the  Soiate, 
however,  the  President  has  no  power  to  fill  it 
up  without  their  advice  and  consent 

Kr.  President  question  is  much  too  im-i 
portant  as  I  have  shown,  I  think,  for  me  to 

fermit  it  to  rest  even  here.  "What  I  have  said, 
shoidd  conuder  as  sufficluit  upon  any  ordinary 
occasion ;  bat  I  will  endeavor  to  make  it  so 
plain,  thattheresIiallnotremuDaloopwhereon 
to  hang  a  doubt. 

It  is  a  sound  and  obvious  rule  for  the  con- 
struction of  every  instrument,  that  where  the 
same  words  are  repeated  in  it,  l^ey  must  alw^s 
receive  the  same  interpretation.  Therefore, 
whenever  we  can  fix  their  signification  beyond 
doubt,  in  any  one  instance,  that  meaning  must 
ever  a^^rwards  be  attached  to  them,  when 
they  again  occur,  unless  the  context  shall  plain- 
ly show  that  they  were  used  in  a  difierent  sense. 
Now  an  inspection  of  the  constitution  wiU  ^ow 
that  the  words  used  in  the  clause  I  am  now 
examining,  have  been  used  twice  before  in  the 
same  ins&mnent  They  are  there  used,  too, 
under  circumstances  wmch  defy  doubt  as  to 
their  Bignifioation-  and  their  true  interpretation 
has  been  fixed  and  settled,  not  only  by  the  d»* 
oisions  of  this  body,  but  by  the  uniform  and  ud- 
varying  practice  in  all  the  States,  firom  tbe  year 
1789  to  this  hoar.  In  this  practice,  eveir  one, 
and  at  all  times,  has  acquiesced ;  and  li  there 
can  be  any  thing  settled  under  a  written  consti- 
tution, it  is  tiie  meaning  of  these  words. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  very  first  article  of 
the  constitution  to  create  a  House  of  Represent- 
atives as  one  of  the  branches  of  the  le^slative 
d^>artment  Therefore,  in  the  first  part  ^the 
second  section  of  that  article,  it  prescribes  the 
role  for  ascertaining  the  number  of  wbidi  this 
Hoose  Aall  oondst;  and  by  whom,  and  fbr 
what  term,  this  number  shall  be  chosen.  Hav- 
ing thus  provided  a  full  and  complete  House  of 
Representatives,  tJie  authors  of  the  instmment^ 
foreseeing  that  casualty  might  vacate  the  seats 
so  filled,  and  this  during  the  term  for  which 
their  incumbents  had  been  elected,  proceed  in 
the  fourth  paragraph  of  tbe  same  section  to 
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provide  for  sooh  eren^  l^tiiese  woird&  "  when 
neaocies  happen  in  the  representation  from  my 
State,  the  Exeentive  authority  thereof  shall  Is- 
BOe  writs  of  election  to  fill  sach  Tsoancies." 
Here  then  is  an  office  created  hj  the  constitn- 
Moa  itself,  which  the  Execative  of  everj  State 
is  imperioasly  reqaired  to  fill  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed, whenever  Tocancj  shall  happen  in  it. 
Ilien,  the  moment  this  constitation  was  adopt- 
ed, there  was  not  a  merely  possible  office,  bat 
one  of  actnal  existence,  as  to  tne  filling  of  which 
no  disoretioD  exited,  provided  this  original  va- 
cancy could  be  considered  as  referred  to  by  the 
terms  I  have  read.  Bat  never  did  any  Governor 
of  any  State  conceive  that  this  provision  gave 
to  him  any  aathorify  to  issue  writs  of  Section 
to  sapply  these  origtiul  vacancies.  No  snoh 
example  eiasts;  and  snbh  a  procedure  voald 
be  so  obrlonaly  absnrd,  that  any  Governor  who 
dionld  have  attempted  it,  wonld  have  been  con- 
ridered  as  deserving  a  str^ght-jocket.   Tet  the 

Sower  conferred  npon  the  Executive  of  any 
tate,  by  the  words  here  nsed,  is  precisely  that 
conferred  upon  the  President,  by  the  same  words, 
in  the  cose  to  which  I  have  before  referred. 

So,  too,  the  members  of  the  Hoase  of  Repre- 
sentatives are  directed  by  this  constitation  to 
be  chosen  for  two  years.  Biennially,  then,  all 
the  seats  In  that  Honse  are  made  vacant  by  the 
constitution  itself.  Here,  then,  are  actoal  va- 
cancies in  established  offices,  that  have  been 
once  filled.  But  no  Governor  of  any  State  has 
ever  fdt  himself  authorized  to  issue  writs  of 
ele<^oa  to  fin  even  these  vacancies.  And  why ! 
Because  all  suc^  vacancies  being  caused  by  the 
constitution  itself^  were  therefore  foreseen  and 
foreknown,  and  cannot  properly  be  said  to  hap- 
pen. Hence  they  are  referred  to  the  general 
rule,  and  not  to  the  exception,  which  applies  to 
casiialties  only. 

Again:  The  constitntion  having  provided  a 
Hoose  of  Representatives,  next  proceeds  to  pro- 
vide a  Senate,  as  the  other  branch  of  the  legis- 
lataro.  This  is  done  by  the  third  section  of 
the  same  article.  This  section  commences,  as 
tn  the  other  case,  by  declaring  of  what  number 
the  Senate  shall  consist,  and  by  whom^  and  for 
what  term,  the  members  shall  be  chosen.  Hav- 
ing  tiius  provided  a  ta&  and  complete  Senate, 
the  authors  of  the  instroment,  foreseeing  that 
vacaocies  might  occar  daring  the  term  pre- 
scribed, in  the  seats  once  filled  for  that  term, 
proceed)  in  the  next  paragraph  of  this  section, 
to  provide  for  sapptying  each  vacancies,  by  these 
words,  "  if  vacancies  happen,  by  resignation  or 
otherwise,  daring  the  recess  of  the  Legislatare 
of  any  Statu,  the  Executive  thereof  may  make 
temporary  appointments  until  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Legislature,  which  shall  then  fill  such 
vacancies."  Here,  again,  we  have  original  va- 
canciea  ia.  ofiSoos  created  by  the  constitution. 
To  these  vacauoiea  no  Governor  of  any  State 
ever  presumed  to  make  any  temporary  ^poiut- 
ment,  because,  they  were  ori^nal  vacancies^ 
and  therefore  were  not  embraced  by  the  words 
of  tUscocoeptkm. 
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Here  also  are  presented  the  cases  of  othor 
vaoandea,  occnrring  after  the  place  has  been 
once  fiUeo,  produced  not  by  imy  caaualtyf  but 
by  the  foreseen  and  foreknown  efflux  of  time. 
Our  Journals  show  us  two  attempts  by  tho  Gov- 
ernors of  States  to  sapply  vacancies  of  this  sort. 
One  is  the  case  of  Mr.  Johns,  from  Delaware ;  the 
other  that  of  Mr.  I^man,  f^om  Connecticut. 
In  both  these  cases,  the  seats  were  vacated  by 
the  efflux  of  the  time  for  which  their  former 
incumbents  had  been  elected.  In  each  case  the 
Le^latureof  the  State  had  made  an  ineffectual 
effort  to  appoint  a  successor,  but  hod  failed, 
not  being  able  to  agree  in  a  choice.  After  the 
adjonmment  of  the  l^islatures,  the  seats  being 
still  vacant,  the  Governors  undertook  to  fill  them 
by  temporary  api>ointmentB.  But  in  botii  cases, 
upon  the  exhibition  of  the  credentials  granted 
to  these  gentlemen,  the  Senate  refused  to  per- 
mit them  to  qualify,  because  the  Governors  of 
these  States  had  no  authority  to  make  tempo- 
rary appointments  to  such  vacancies  as  these. 

Here,  then,  is  a  second  example  of  the  occur- 
rence of  the  same  terms,  where  their  meaning 
is  not  only  obvious  from  the  context,  but  has 
received  the  solemn  and  repeated  sanctions  of 
this  t>ody  itself.  This  meaning,  so  fixed  and 
ascertained,  is  found  to  be  in  exact  accordance 
with  the  sisnification  attached  to  the  same 
words,  ia  the  former  case.  Then,  who  can 
doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  same  terms 
when  they  next  occur,  in  the  clause  to  which 
I  first  advraied?  Here,  too,  theftamers  of  the 
constitution,  having  prescribed  a  rule  for  all 
appointments  to  all  offices,  and  required  that 
they  should  be  made  by  the  President,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  fore- 
seeing that  vacancies  might  afterwards  happen 
in  these  offices  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
when  the  public  exigences  might  nevertheless 
require  such  vacancies  to  be  filled  up,  wisely 
and  providently  gave  to  the  President  alone 
the  power  of  filling  up  all  such  vacancies.  But 
they  had  no  more  idea  of  giving  to  the  Presi- 
dent alone  the  power  of  creating  offices  daring 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  than  Ihey  had  to  ^ve 
to  the  Exeontives  of  the  di^rent  States  power 
to  issue  writa  of  election  to  fill  original  vacan- 
cies in  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  to 
grant  temporary  appointments  to  supply  such 
vacancies  existing  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  President,  let  me  present  the  subject  to 
tiie  Senate  under  another  aspect.  Whatever 
differences  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  the  origin 
of  onr  different  offices,  I  think  we  must  all 
agree  that  the  power  of  the  President  is  the 
same,  in  regard  to  appointments,  to  them  alL 
The  constitution,  in  anthorizing  him  to  nomi- 
nate, and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  to  all  offices,  draws 
no  (Ustinction  in  the  mode  of  ^ipointment  to 
any ;  and  his  separate  power  over  all  vacancies 
which  happen  daring  the  recess  of  the  Senate  is 
the  same,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  origin 
or  nature  of  the  want  office.  Then,  if  his 
poww  over  all  U  the  same  in  both  casBs,  let  us 
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examine  the  diffN'ent  subjects  to  which  t^ia 
identical  power  may  be  applied,  and  perhi^w 
we  m&j  BO  disoover  the  nature  of  the  power  it- 
aelf. 

According  to  the  opinion  of  some,  there  are 
three  different  species  of  offices  referred  to  in 
the  constitution :  such  as  are  created  by  statute 
— such  as  are  created  by  the  constitution  itself 
— Boch  aa,  h&ng  established  by  the  usages 
of  anions,  are  merely  reoogniied  by  the  oomsti- 
totion.  Uost  of  our  dmneBUo  exeontive  offloea 
are  examples  of  the  first  kind ;  the  Ohief  Jus- 
tice, and  nis  associates  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt, 
are  examples  of  the  second ;  and  unbassadora, 
other  public  Ministers  and  consuls,  are  instances 
of  the  last.  Now  with  respect  to  ait  offices  of 
the  first  class,  that  is  to  say,  offices  created  by 
statute,  it  is  very  obvions  that  original  vacan- 
eies  in  these  can  never  occur  during  the  reoeea 
of  the  Senate.  Because,  as  'these  officee  derive 
their  existence  from  a  statute,  which  statute 
can  only  be  enacted  during  the  session  of  the 
Senate,  and  as  these  offices  when  thus  created 
must  be  vacant,  all  original  vacancieB  in  statu- 
tory offioei  must  oeoor  during  the  aeaitaif  and 
not  during  the  reoeaa  of  the  Senate.  Oonse- 
qaently,  the  Presidoitoan  have  no  power  to  fill 
up  such  vacanclM. 

There  never  has  been  but  a  single  instance  of 
an  attempt  by  any  President  to  fill  np  sneh 
vacancies  dnriog  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  This 
attempt  was  promptly  met  by  the  Senate,  who, 
not  content  with  rejecting  the  nominationa  af- 
terwards made  of  the  military  officers  who  had 
been  so  appointed,  referred  the  subject  to  a 
committee.  Their  report,  presenting,  as  it  does, 
a  dear  and  sound  expontion  of  this  part  of  the 
oonstitutjon,  and  an  able  viddieatiou  of  the 
violated  rights  of  the  Seoate,  received  the  oon- 
finnatiw  of  this  body,  whose  views  were  after^ 
wards  assented  to  by  l^e  Executive,  as  we  all 
know.  Then,  no  doubt  exists  that  the  Presi- 
dent alone  has  no  aathority  to  make  an  origi- 
nal appcnotment  to  any  statutory  office. 

The  offloes  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  are  the  only  description  of  offices  of  the 
second  kind.  These  oflloes  are  created  by  the 
constitution  itself,  and  are  thereby  required  to 
be  filled  np.  Here  then  is  the  case  not  of  po- 
tential, bat  of  actual  offices ;  not  of  possible 
offices  that  may  or  may  not  be  required  to  be 
filled  np,  bat  of  existing  offices  ordered  by  the 
oonatitntion  itself  to  be  swpUed  with  incum- 
bents. Tet,  Prerideut  Washington,  daring 
whose  term  these  offloes  were  all  ao  vacant, 
and  thus  continued  for  a  long  time,  nevw 
thought  that  he  possessed  the  power  to  fill  them 
np,  until  after  the  enacti<m  of  the  ju^tawy 
law ;  fmd  did  so  then  only  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  first  obtuned. 

Nor  could  he  have  done  otherwise.  For  un- 
til the  passage  of  this  act  of  Congress,  how 
oonld  he  kaow  what  number  of  judges  to  appoint 
— what  would  be  their  salaries — where  they 
were  to  convene— what  might  be  the  duties 
recpdred  (tf  dieia— or  what  the  role  to  regulate 
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their  process  and  proceeding — nay,  by  what 
other  means  could  the  court  have  been  sup- 
plied with  a  clerk,  a  marshal,  or  any  other 
ministerial  officers,  indispensab^  necessary  to 
the  proper  performance  of  their  functions  t  It 
would  nave  been  as  absurd  for  the  President  to 
have  made  the  appointment  of  judges  before 
the  enaction  of  this  statute,  as  it  would  hara 
been  for  the  Governor  of  a  otaX»  to  have  issued 
writs  election  before  the  Lefpalatnre  of  such 
State  had  passed  the  laws  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  that  provirton  of  the  oonstitutLon  which 
required  the  memben  of  the  House  of  Bepre* 
sentatives  to  be  chosen. 

In  aftertime,  when  none  of  these  difficnlUes 
existed,  and  the  number  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  was  increased,  although  the 
new  Judge,  when  duly  appointed,  like  his  asso- 
ciates, was  in  under  the  constitution,  yet  it  was 
oonceded,on  all  hands  that  the  office,  although 
required  by  the  oonstitntion,  was  established 
by  the  law ;  and,  therefore,  becoming  vacant 
daring  the  session  of  the  Senat^  the  President 
oonld  -not  fill  this  vacancy  danng  the  recesa, 
but  miist  make  tiw  first  awdntment  to  it,  only 

and  with  the  advice  ana  consent  of  this  body. 

When  we  thus  see  that  the  President  cannot 
make  an  original  appointment  to  any  office 
created  either  by  statute  or  by  the  constitotion, 
because  the  vacancies  in  sneh  offices  cannot 
properly  be  said  to  happen  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  is  it  ffur  to  argue  that  he  has  au- 
thority to  make  sach  appointments  to  the  other 
class  of  offices  which  are  established  not  by 
statute  but  by  usage  merely,  and  which  are  not 
req^uired,  but  merely  recognized  by  the  consti- 
tution as  of  possible  use  ?  Does  not  every  ar- 
gument ^>plicaUe  to  the  case  of  the  Judges  ^ 
uie  Supreme  Court,  ai^dy  a  /oHiari  to  thea6 
officest  Of  how  mai^  mlniateta  must  the  new 
misdon  condst— who  and  of  what  character 
shall  be  the  attaehit  to  the  lM[ation — what 
shall  be  the  compensation  allowedto  any  of  the 
mission — and  for  what  term  may  they  hold 
their  offices?  All  these  are  questions  which 
must  be  decided  before  anoh  appointments  caa 
properly  be  made ;  and  the  decision  of  each  of 
these  qaestions  by  the  President  alone  is  for- 
bidden by  the  constitution  in  terms. 

And  here,  Kr.  President^  I  will  offer  a  sng- 
gestioa  to  the  Senate,  which  upon  my  mind  has 
always  had  mudi  influence.  It  is  not  more  the 
object  of  this  comtitation  to  create  and  confer 
power,  than  it  is  to  check  and  restrain  the  aa- 
thorities  which  it  grants.  No  important  aa- 
tiiority  is  thereby  granted  to  any  department  ctf 
this  Government,  unless  it  is  limited  and  guard- 
ed in  its  exercise,  by  some  means  or  other. 
Speaking  generally,  the  judidary  can  establish 
no  role  which  the  Legislature  may  not  abrogate, 
can  pronounce  no  decree  which  the  Executive 
may  not  refuse  to  execute.  The  Executive  can 
do  no  act,  against  which  the  Judiciary  may  not 
relieve,  which  the  Legislatare  may  not  annul, 
or  to  which  they  may  not  refuse  to  give  effeot. 
The  Leg^tnie  itself  can  enact  no  law  withoat 
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tin  aawnt  the  Exeeative,  and  irhieh  is  not 
sntgeot  to  the  revision  of  the  Jndicjary,  wheo- 
erer  it  oomes  in  ocmflict  vith  the  oooBlltiition. 
And  tiie  States,  in  virtae  of  the  li^ts  reserved 
1)7  them  as  parties  to  the  original  oompaot,  may 
watch  over  and  oontrol  the  joint  or  several  ac- 
tion of  all  and  eaoh  of  the  departments  of  tUs 
Government,  so  as  that  none  may  pass  beyond 
its  prescribed  limits.  Now  can  anj  one  beliere, 
that  in  such  a  system,  so  intended  and  so  con- 
trived, it  ever  was  designed  to  confer  the  vast 
power  which  has  been  exerted  npon  this  ocoa- 
rion,  (which,  as  I  have  shown,  tonohes  and  in- 
flnmoes  our  best  and  dearest  interesta,)  to  tiie 
nnoontrolled  discretion  ot  tiie  Fremdmt  alone ! 
'^e  plain  Ungoage  of  the  oonstitntion  (as  I 
think  I  have  now  proved)  repudiates  any  saoh 
Idee ;  and  if  this  langnage  was  even  doubtfiil, 
the  ^irit  which  dictates  every  line  of  that  in- 
■trament,  ooght  to  saffioe  to  solve  any  snob 
doubt. 

I  have  heard  a  mngle  case  saggested,  to  which 
(as  it  seems  to  present  a  difiSomty  to  the  minds 
of  some)  I  most  b^  leave  to  pay  a  little  atten- 
tion. I  have  heard  it  asked,  if  the  President 
may  not  fill  np  any  vacancy  bnt  one  that  hap* 
pens  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  what 
would  be  tiie  condition  of  the  conntiy,  if  an 
offiee,  which  the  pnUib  good  requires  to  be  filled 
immediately,  shoold  bemme  vacant  by  death  or 
otherwise,  h^>paiing  during  the  seanon  of  the 
SeDftte^  and  which  ev«iit  eonld  not  be  made 
known  to  the  President  nntil  after  our  ac|}onm- 
ment  t  To  this  question  I  have  several  answers 
to  give,  either  of  which,  to  my  mind,  is  quite 
satirfactory.. 

The  first  is,  that  it  is  an  extreme  case,  which 
must  be  of  vei7  rare  occurrence,  and  the  very 
necessity  of  which,  whenever  it  ^all  exist,  may 
well  excuse  the  President  for  acting  upon  it, 
even  without  any  direct  authority  so  to  do. 
Bnt  we  should  be  very  cautious  how  we  ^ve 
assent  to  that  species  of  ai^mfflit,  which  would 
infor  tin  legality  of  authority  in  ordinary  eases, 
frcHn  mere  silent  acquieeoenoe  in  its  exercise, 
when  wider  tiie  pressure  of  eztraordiniuy  cir- 
eomstances.  I  certainly  would  not  censure  any 
President  for  making  a  temporary  appointment 
during  the  reoess,  in  this  supposed  rase,  even  if 
2  tiion^t  he  had  no  antiiority  to  do  so,  provided 
he  laid  such  an  appointment  before  the  Senate 
afterwards.  I  have  no  idea,  however,  of  hav- 
ing even  necessary  medicine  administered  to  me 
for  my  daily  bread ;  or  of  a[^lying  thb  hu^ 
law  <K  State  necessity,  which  will  override  the 
ewutitution  itself  to  such  ordinary  transactions 
as  the  case  before  us,  in  which  tMs  plea  of  im- 
me^ate  neoeenty  oumot  have  the  sugfatest  ap- 
^cation.  '  • 

My  ssoood  answer  is,  tiiat,  aeoor^ng  to  a  fair 
construction  of  the  constitution,  the  President, 
in  my  opinitm,  has  authority  given  to  Jiim  to 
fin  up  such  a  vacancy  during  the  reoess.  Sir, 
as  in  all  human  transactions  we  can  reason  only 
from  what  we  know,  and  know  bat  little  m 
Awti  except  tiuoof^  erideiioe^  we  are  guuroUy 
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oonstndned  to  sabstitate  this  eridenoe  for  the 
&ot  it  tends  to  establish.  It  is  ^s  imperfec- 
tion of  our  nature  wluoh  often  prevents  nsiirom. 
r^rding  as  facts  wliat  are  not  shown  to  us  to 
be  such,  and  obliges  us  to  assert  the  trutii  of 
what  is  satisfactonly  proven,  although  the  fact 
so  established  may  be  most  false.  Hence,  I 
think  it  fhtr  to  say  that  a  vacancy,  not  known 
to  exist,  does  not  east  for  any  of  the  purposes 
of  the  constitution ;  and  when  known,  it  dora 
exist,  and  not  until  then,  be  that  when  it  may. 
If  any  Senator  should  die  during  the  session  of 
the  Legislatore  of  tiie  State  he  represented,  but 
the  fiMt  Us  death  oonld  not  be  communicated 
to  that  Legislature  while  it  continued  in  session, 
I  take  it  fw  granted  that  the  Executive  of  the 
State  might  supply  this  vacancy  by  a  tempo- 
rary appointment.  I  say  this,  io  the  spirit  of 
the  constitnti(mj  whose  obvious  purpose  it  is  to 
keep  the  seats  m  this  House  always  fiUed  by 
the  Legislatures  of  the  Sti^  here  represented, 
where  they  have  an  opportunity  to  fill  them, 
but  by  temporary  appolntmrats  from  the  Exe- 
cutive of  these  States,  in  all  cases  where  the 
Legialaturee  have  had  no  such  opportunity. 
And  the  parallel  is  perfect,  I  think,  between 
the  power  of  the  Executive  of  a  State  in  one 
cas&  and  that  of  the  President  in  the  other. 

Hr.  Frendwit,  I  have  now  presented  to  the 
Senate  iny  views  <tf  the  oonsbtntiMi,  so  &r  ae 
it  applies  to  tte  matter  before  us.  If  I  am 
right  in  these  views,  all  must  agree  with  me^ 
that  the  power  exercised  by  the  President  upon 
this  occasion  was  without  warrant,  and  there- 
fore unlawM ;  that  it  is  a  manifest  violation  of 
tiie  rights  of  the  Senate ;  and  if  the  act  was 
done  with  that  view,  it  is  a  flagrant  usurpation 
of  their  constitutional  powers.  I  feel  very  con- 
fident that  no  cme  here  will  controvert  a  single 
position  I  have  stated.  I  have  advanced  nothing 
new,  but  have  merely  repeated  the  arguments 
which  I  urged  here  in  1826,  during  the  discus- 
sion of  the  memorable  Panama  subject,  when 
this  identieal  question  arose,  and  was  fiuly  ex- 
amined. Upon  that  ocoa^on,  I  was  met  by 
Senators  of  ^reat  ability,  whoj  instead  of  oou- 
troverting  this  construction  of  tiie  constitution, 
sought  to  avoid  it,  by  relying  upon  what  they 
called  the  precedents.  The  same  course  ma^ 
possibly  be  pursued  again.  It  is  pnqier,  there- 
fore, tbat  I  should  present  some  suggestions  to 
the  Senate  upon  this  subject  also. 

Sir,  from  the  first  moment  I  was  capable  rnf 
fon&lng  an  opinion  for  myself  upon  any  politi- 
(»1  qifestion,  until  this  hour,  I  have  always 
r^sed  my  voice  against  that  sort  of  argument, 
which,  in  a  Government  founded  upon  a  written 
constitution,  seeks  to  infer  authority  for  the 
governors  from  their  own  {nnoUoes.  The  argu- 
ment (if  indeed  it  deserves  such  a  name)  is  not 
fiur ;  for,  while  it  claims  the  benttSt  of  all  affirm- 
ative cases,  it  allows  no  weight  to  those  which 
are  n^ative  merely.  The  omission  to  exert  ass^ 
power  for  a  century,  altiiou^  opportimities  fit 
uid  pr^er  for  its  exercise  may  have  hourly 
ooQUired  during  all  that  time,  weighs  not  as 
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even  the  dost  in  the  balance  agiunst  its  aotnal 
exertion  in  a  single  instance.  The  argument  is 
dangeroas,  too,  in  the  exb'eme.  The  smallest 
fissure  □ninteDtionally  made  in  the  oonstita- 
tioD,  during  the  darkest  hour  of  some  drowsy 
midnight  session,  to  let  In  some  pigmy  case,  too 
inugnificant  to  attract  or  to  ment  attention,  hj 
the  force  of  this  argument,  is  soon  widened  and 
made  a  horribly  yawning  erevane,  through 
vhioh  a  flood  must  one  day  rash  in  to  deluge 
our  &ir  land.  Deeds  done  in  moments  of  high 
party  ezratement,  or  daring  the  honr  of  danger 
to  the  State,  when  the  safety  of  the  people  is 
the  supreme  law,  by  the  force  of  this  argument 
become  the  parents  of  similar  acts,  in  other  and 
different  times.  It  was  thus  the  dictatorship 
was  made  perpetuid  in  Rome ;  and  the  same 
mews  cannot  fail,  in  time,  to  produce  s(Hue  such 
odamitous  event  here.  It  shall  never  iiave  any 
force  with  me.  Thus  far,  and  no  farther,  am  I 
willing  to  allow  any  weight  to  the  aignmeot 
founded  upon  precedents  merely.  When  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  are  m 
doubtM  imporL  and  qnesUons  arinng  under 
BQch  proTiBioos  hare  been  fiiUy  and  openly  ex- 
amined, so  that  the  people  have  bad  a  op- 
portoiuty  to  understand  their  beaHng  and  in- 
flaenoe,  the  decision  o£  all  such  questions,  if 
iiterwards  aoquiesoed  in  generally,  I  shall  be 
disposed  to  reject;  not,  however,  as  conferring 
power,  but  as  simply  dedaratbry  of  the  true 
construction  of  an  ambiguoos  part  of  con- 
stitution, nnder  which  constitutioa  alone  power 
can  ever  be 'properly  claimed. 

In  this  case  there  exists  no  occasion  for  these 
cautions  and  reservations.  During  the  discus- 
sion of  the  Panama  subject,  we  looked  into  all 
the  precedents.  Every  case  of  any  original  ap- 
p(^tment,  made  by  a  PreaidMit  dnrbig  the  re- 
cess of  the  Senate,  from,  the  first  establislunent 
of  this  Govenunent  to  that  d«y,  was  then  laid 
before  us,  in  a  doomnent  that  now  remains  on 
onr  files.  Each  of  these  cases  was  then  care- 
fully examined ;  and  it  is  such  an  examination 
which  justifies  me,  I  think,  in  saying  that  not 
one  of  them  can  properly  be  conndered  as  a 

f recedent  for  that  which  we  are  now  examining, 
t  is  true  that  a  superficial  examination  of  some 
of  these  oasea  may  seem  to  justify  a  difierent 
opinion.  Bat,  if  any  one  will  take  the  trouble 
of  tracing  such  cases  to  their  origin,  and  will 
inform  himself  of  the  state  of  things  existing,  at 
the  tune  of  thw  occurrence,  I  repeat,  that  not 
one  of  them  will  be  found  to  i4)ply  here.  I'will 
not  &tigae  the  Senate  by  a  reference  to  these 
cases  now;  their  true  oharacter  and  history 
was  given  in  the  debate  upon  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to ;  and  to  that  debate,  now  on  record  in 
your  Register,  I  refer  all  those  who  may  feel 
any  wi^  to  consult  it.  Our  journals  famish 
us,  however,  with  four  cases,  which  liave  a  bear- 
ing so  direct  upon  the  matter  now  before  us, 
that  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  state  them. 

The  first  of  these  occurred  doring  the  admin- 
istratiott  of  Ur.  Jeffwaon,  who,  during  the  re* 
oesa  of  the  Senate,  undertook  to  make  an  origi- 
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nal  appointment  ot  a  Minister  to  Russia  ;  to 
which  court  we  had  not  before  sent  any  Minis- 
ter, llie  nomination  of  this  Minister  was  after- 
wards  lud  before  the  Senate  when  they  con- 
vened, accompanied  by  a  long  letter  of  the 
President's,  setting  forth  the  reasons  which  had 
induced  him  to  make  such  an  i^pointment. 
The  Senate  considered  the  subject  very  maturo* 
ly,  it  seems,  and  finally  reftised  to  give  their 
ooneent  to  the  appidntment.  This  sobenie  was 
then  abandtmed;  nor  was  it  resumed  for  many 
years  afterwards,  nntil  it  was  revived  by  Mr. 
Madison,  acting  ihm  by  and  with  the  advioe  and 
consent  of  the  Senate.  I  refer  to  this  case,  to 
show  the  idea  then  entertained  by  the  Senate 
as  to  their  right  to  be  consulted  by  the  Presi- 
dent in  all  cases  wherein  it  was  proposed  to 
establish  new  diplomatic  relations  with  any 
nation  with  which  none  such  had  previously 
existed ;  and  to  show  the  acquiescence  of  Uie 
Executive  in  this  determination. 

The  next  case  occurred  in  181^  when,  dor- 
inr  the  reoeas  of  the  Sraat^  and  ^^JlagranU 
beilo,"  Preaident  Madison  sent  three  additional 
Ministen,  to  onite  in  the  negotiations  at  Ghent^ 
with  the  two  others  {Hre^onsly  appointed  by 
him,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate.  These  appoiatments  were  laid  befrae 
the  Senate  at  their  next  session,  when  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  power  by  the  Preddent,  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  called  forth  that  able 
and  eloquent  protest  against  it,  which  was  aub* 
mitted  by  Mr.  Gore,  then  a  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  which  I  read  to  the  Senate  when 
I  first  addressed  them.  It  is  true,  this  protest 
was  never  acted  upon  definitively.  But  we  all 
remember  the  state  of  things  then  existing ;  and 
the  ooi^not  of  the  Senate,  in  avoiding  anjr  de- 
oi  this  matter  at  that  time,  mamfrata 
most  distinotly  what  was  the  opinion  then  en- 
tertained. If  the  majority  had  even  doubted^ 
this  protest  would  have  been  r^eoted  at  onoe. 
But,  as  its  adoption  wonld  have  been  highly 
inexpedient  at  uiat  crisis  in  our'affairs,  and  its 
rejection  would  have  been  an  abandonment  of 
the  constitntimal  Hgbts  of  the  Senat^  they  very 
prudently  poatponed  the  oonuderation  ct  the 
subject. 

Next  oomes  the  case  of  the  new  republics  in 
South  AmericsL  £veryi>ody  knows  what  was 
the  state  of  public  sentiment  upon  this  subject 
Mr.  Monroe,  the  Preddent,  was  beset  on  all 
ride^  and  moat  eamest^y  importnned  to  comidy 
with  the  wishes  of  these  States,  by  senmng 
Ifinisters  to  them.  But,  although  denrous  to 
do  so,  he  nevertheless  steadily  refused,  until  he 
had  previously  submitted  the  subject  to  Con- 
gress, and  had  obtained  the  assent  of  both 
Mouses.  Then,  and  not  nntil  then,  did  he  de- 
spatch the  Ministers  which  were  appointed  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate. . 

Last  is  the  case  presented  in  1626  by  the 
Panama  message.   This  is  of  too  recent  ooenx> 
renoe  to  require  any  oomraent.  It  will 
to  say,  that  the  reaolntHtt  then  proposed,  vhun 
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was  dedaratory  of  the  rights  of  the  Senate,  and 
denied  tlie  eMm  of  President  Adams  to  the 
power  he  therein  asserted  to  be  his,  was  laid 
npon  onr  table  1^  the  vote  cS  a  bare  m^ority 
of  tibis  body.  Bat  msaj  of  the  members  of 
that  midority,  in  whose  presence  I  now  speak, 
dedared  at  Uie  time  that  they  did  not  doubt  the 
rights  of  the  Senate  to.  be  snch  as  was  affirmed. 
As,  however,  the  President,  while,  asserting  a 
contrary  power,  had  expressly  waived  its  exer- 
cise, and  had  sabmitted  his  nominations  to  the 
Senate  for  their  advice,  the  question  was  so  re- 
do oed  (as  they  thought)  to  a  mere  abstraction, 
which,  however  proper  to  be  disonned,  it  was 
not  necessary  then  to  decide. 

After  that  time,  no  ease  has  occurred  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  Senate  antil  the  present. 
For,  althonghlCetsn.  Orane  and  Offl^,  in  18S8, 
received  frmn  Prerident  Adams  a  eommiuion 
similar  to  this,  yet  that  fact  wascauttooflly  con- 
cealed from  the  Senate.  These  Ministers  never 
reached  Oonstantinople,  and  their  appointment 
would  not  probably  ever  have  been  brought  to 
light,  unless  it  had  been  found  en>edient  now 
to  refer  to  it  as  a  precedent  to  justify  what  was 
afterwards  done  by  the  present  Executive.  And 
here,  sir,  let  me  i^peal  to  the  candor  of  all  those 
honorable  Senators  who  thought  and  acted  with 
me  during  the  Panama  discussion,  to  say,  if 
they  had  known  that  Pr^ident  Adams  had 
■eeretly  Instltated  a  ntiidw  to  Turkey  daring 
the  leoesa  of  the  Senate,  would  they  not  have 
reprobated  anoh  ao  act,  in  aa  strong  terms  at 
least  as  ai^  used  in  relraon  to  lus  mere  olidm 
of  such  a  power  in  the  Panama  case,  where  the 
exercise  of  the  power  asserted  was  expressly 
widved  by  him.  Fv  my  part,  I  know  I  ohonld 
have  done  so ;  and  knowuw  uiis,  I  cannot  ree- 
<H)cile  it  to  myself  to  At  ment,  when  the  same 
act  has  been  done  by  another  President.  What- 
ever changes  may  have  taken  place  in  the  £x- 
ecutive,  the  oonstitation  remains  the  same ;  the 
rights  and  daties  of  the  Senate  remain  the 
same ;  and  I  will  always  strive  to  preHrve  the 
one,  and  to  fiilfil  the  other. 

The  cases  to  whibh  I  have  Ana  referred, 
mreading  as  tiiey  do  over  a  period  ot  twenty- 
five  years  now  last  past,  ought  to  satisfy  evaiT 
one,  I  think,  that  the  provislona  of  the  otmsn- 
totion  and  uie  practice  of  the  Government  are 
in  strict  accordance.  At  all  events,  they  must 
suffice  to  diow,  that  even  if  other  preoedents 
could  be  foan^  much  more  apposite  than  any 
wMch  exist,  they  cannot  prove  any  nnifi^rm 
practice,  any  continuous  chain  of  precedents, 
settling  this  question  of  power,  which,  thera- 
fbre,  we  most  condder  as  ret  integriL,  and  demde 
by  a  reference  to  the  constitution  alone. 

Mr.  Prerident,  the  argumente  that  have  been 
nrged  in  opposition  to  uie  opinion  I  so  briefly 
expressed  when  I  first  made  this  motion.  Dom- 
ing, too,  from  the  quarter  whence  araw  of  them 
proceed,  have  exrated  my  surprise  almost  as 
modi  as  the  power,  the  exercise  of  which  in 
this  case  they  seek  to  Justify.  I  must  bw  leave, 
thenfore,  to  In^te  sane  attentitm  to  ue  most 


prominent  of  these  at^qments,  which  seem  to 
me  most  awful  <*  signs  of  the  times." 

An  hon(»vble  Senator  firom  Lonisiana,  (Mr. 
LiviKGSTov,)  instead  fjS  controverting  directiy, 
any  proposition  which  I  haveadvanoM,  tells  us 
that  the  oonstmetion  of  the  oonstitotimi  tea 
which  I  have  contended  is  not  so  oertain,  but 
that  wise  and  good  men  may  well  doubt  as  to 
its  correctness;  nay,  even  adopt  a  contrary 
opinion.  He  does  not  say  that  snch  is  his 
opinion,  but  satisfies  himself  with  endeavoring 
to  oast  the  shadow  of  his  donbte  npon  mine ; 
and  then  rebukes  me  for  using  the  strong 
language  I  did  In  expressing  it  Sir,  if  I  could 
feel  any  of  the  doubts  which  this  Senator  has 
sought  to  generate,  like  him  I  might  regret  the 
use  of  strong  phrases  to  express  an  opinion,  of 
the  correctness  of  whudi  I  did  not  ibel  assured; 
but,  entertuning  no  snch  doubts,  I  have  noth- 
ing to  regret,  nothing  to  expliun,  uid  nothing 
to  teke  back. 

And  how,  sir,  is  this  supposed  doubt  pro- 
duced! The  Senatw  fh)m  Louinana  says  that 
the  conatitation  is  susoeptible  of  two  different 
readings.  One,  that  which  I  gave  as  I  found 
it  written,  and  the  other  this:  *'the  President, 
daring  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  shall  have 
power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen.'* 
According  to  this  latter  reading,  he  thinks  it 
probable  that  the  President  wonld  have  the 
right  to  do  l^t* which  he  has  done.  Now,  sir, 
fipom  whenoe  does  this  honorable  Senator  de- 
rive anthOTtty  tims  to  dislooato  tii^members  of 
the  smtenoe,  and  to  re-arrange  them  according 
to  his  fimcy  ?  If  he  is  not  bound  to  read  the 
instrument  aa  it  is  written,  he  has  the  same 
power  to  amend  it,  by  the  substitution  of  new 
words,  as  by  inverting  the  order  in  which  the 
old  words  are  found,  so  as  to  give  them  a  new 
sense.  The  gentleman  cannot  dium  the  merit 
even  of  originality  for  this  invention.  It  is  cer- 
tainly as  old  as  the  days  of  Swift,  in  whose 
amosiog  "  Tale  of  a  Tub  "  we  read  that  the 
same  device  was  practised  upon  the  testament 
there  mentioned.  The  three  brothers  not  being 
a^le  to  6nd  tiie  permission  they  desired,  written 
therein  totidtm  e«r&H,  sought  for  it  totidam 
tyUabtt;  not  finding  it  even  then,  they  tried  to 
make  it  out  toHem^  Uteri$;  and  it  was  only 
when  they  &iled  in  this,  too,  that  they  found 
themselves  under  the  necessity  of  changing  the 
orthwraphy.  Had  they  lived  in  the  present 
day,  uiey  might  have  saved  themselves  much 
trouble,  by  merely  altering  the  name  of  what 
they  wished,  and  beatowii^  upon  it  scone  new 
denomination. 

Do  not  the  Senate  perceive  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  this  new  reading  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion,  as  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  wonld 
persoade  as,  it  was  perm^ble  to  adopt  itt 
Bead  as  it  is  written,  and  these  words,  "  daring 
the  recess  d  the  Senate,"  denote  the  time 
within  whioh  the  vaoaney  most  happen,  which 
vaeanoy  the  Frerident  alone  Is  authorized  to  fill 
np :  but,  according  to  tiiis  new  readinj^  these 
waeia  dmoto  tbe  time  witliin  whioh  the  Fresl- 
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dent  may  exert  the  power  of  filling  the  vaoaD- 
07,  happen  when  it  m&y.  Then,  t^e  Frerident 
vonld  need  but  to  wait  until  the  Senate  ad- 
jonrns,  and  he  woald  have  anthoritj  to  fill  np 
all  vacaDcies.  Naj,  shoald  he  ^adoaslj  please 
to  refer  his  appoiDtments  to  the  Senate  after- 
wards, and  thoj  should  reject  them,  instead  of 
watfdili^  a  fit  oooamon  to  renominate,  the 
Presidrat  night  wait  for  the  acUoiinimeD^  and 
tiien  reappoint  the  same  individaal ;  and  so  on, 
toUet  guotUt,  to  the  end  of  the  ehaptw.  A 
more  Bummarjr  method  to  divest  the  Senate  of 
all  authority,  and  to  invest  the  Preddent  alone 
with  complete  power  over  all  appointments, 
ooDld  not  well  be  devised.  Instinct  informs  the 
very  brutes  of  their  common  danger,  and  of  the 
quarter  from  whence  it  may  be  expected ;  and 
surely  arguments  such*  as  this  should  put  us 
npon  our  guard. 

An  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Smith)  tells  us  that  he  has  never  doubted  npon 
this  point—that  he  has  ever  been  of  oplmon, 
the  Preddent  mi^t  institnte  what  missions  be 
pleases,  without  oonsnlting  the  Senate  or  any- 
body else — that  he  so  add,  and  so  voted,  in  t^e 
Faniama  case,  and  th«^ore  ^all  so  voteln  thia, 
which  is  precisely  similar  to  that.  This  is  all 
very  trne ;  and  I  bear  my  willing  testimony  to 
Qie  perfect  oonnstency  of  that  honorable  Sena- 
tor m  these  oases.  Z  wish  I  could  prevail  upon 
him,  liowever,  to  convince  my  friend  from  Illi- 
nois, (Mr.  Eanb,)  that  these  oases  are  precisely 
similar.  It^oold  rdieve  me  very  much  if  he 
would  do  so ;  for  I  feel  seninbly  the  awkward- 
ness of  my  present  poution,  opposed  on  tiie  one 
hand  by  those  who  opposed  me  in  the  Panama 
case,  because  this  is  the  same  qnesdon  thrae 
presented ;  and  opposed  on  the  Mher  by  Uumb 
with  whnn  I  tJten  agreed,  because  liiis  is  not  a 
similar  ease.  It  is  not  for  me  to  reconcile  snob 
oontrarient  opinioiis.  All  I  can  do,  is  to  op- 
pose  to  the  Senator  from  Maryland  the  a^- 
ment  ui;ged  in  the  Panama  case,  which  I  agree 
with  him  is  precisely  similar  to  this ;  and  to 
endeavor  to  satisfy  my  friend  from  Illinois,  that 
his  distinctions  constitute  no  difference  between 
the  principles  involved  In  each. 

In  what,  sir,  is  any  difibrence  to  be  found 
between  the  two  cases?  It  is  true,  that  was 
the  mere  assertion  of  a  right  to  power,  the  ez- 
eroise  of  which  was  waived  at  the  very  moment 
it  was  ohdmed;  and  this  is  the  enrtaon  of  the 
same  power  tiien  asserted  merely.  But  surely 
this  barren  daim,  waived  when  pnfbrred,  pre- 
sents not  so  strong  a  case,  as  the  actual  exercise 
of  the  very  power  then  waived.  The  two  cases, 
although  not  similar  in  their  facts,  present  the 
same  question ;  and  every  ai^ument  ^plicable 
to  the  one,  applies  afarUori  to  the  other.  The 
honorable  Seiiator  from  Illinois,  I  am  sure,  will 
not  say,  that  because  the  one  set  of  Ministers 
was  to  be  sent  to  Panama,  and  the  other  to 
Oonstantinople,  that  this  difference  of  their 
destination  can  constitute  any  distinction  be- 
tween the  prindples  of  the  two  cases.  Nor 
will  he  say,  that  oeotose  one  set  of  Uiniston 
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were  sent  to  a  Congress  of  the  Ministers  of 
several  nationa,  and  ^e  other  to  a  dn^^e  natioa 
only,  that  this  mere  matter  of  number  can  vary 
the  Question  as  to  the  constitutional  rig^t  of  the 
President  to  appmnt  either.  In  what,  then, 
does  the  difference  consist  f 

The  honorable  Senator  from  lUinoia  ean 
that,  in  the  Panama  case,  the  penmu  proposed 
to  be  despatched  were  to  he  pablie  lunisters; 
but  the  persons  actually  sent  m  this  case  wero 
oomndsuoners  only.  Does  he  mean  to  say  that 
this  mere  change  of  appellation  alters  the  thing 
named  t  The  poet  would  tell  him  that  '*  a  rose 
by  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet; "  and 
I  am  snre  he  wonld  not  agree  that  his  hat  was 
not  one,  because  many  of  his  townsmen  call  it 
a  ehap&au.  But  see,  sir,  what  a  broad  gate  \b 
here  also  hoisted,  to  let  in  the  flood  of  Ezeou- 
tive  power  and  patronage.  An  act  is  forbidden 
when  called  by  its  true  name ;  yet  change  but 
the  name,  end  the  same  act  at  onoe  becomes 
justifiable  and  propw.  There  mi^t  be  some 
hope  <^  an  end  to  this,  if  thoae  who  seek  to  gat 
poww  in  this  way,  were  eonotrtf  ned  to  tax  thnr 
own  invention  for  new  namfls  to  denote  old 
thuigs,  for  as  there  must  be  •ome  limit  to  hu- 
man wit,  when  the  bnuns  were  out,  the  thing 
might  die  I "  Unfortnnatdy,  however,  the 
work  is  already  done  for  them ;  and  a  Seoietary 
of  State  has  but  to  tnm  to  the  mere  index  of 
his  code  dwhmaHgus  and  he  will  there  find  » 
long  list  of  the  names  of  public  ftinotionariea, 
who  have  been  employed  by  diffenent  poten- 
tates, at  various  times,  whi<^  list  may  serve  as 
a  perennial  fountain  of  power. 

Let  me  give  an  examine  aS  the  case  with 
which  this  work  m^  be  done.  The  ooostita- 
tion  mihoiiiea  the  Preddoit  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  ot  the  senate,  to  appoint 
ambassadOTs  and  other  pnbUo  IriKnisters.  It  is 
derired,  however,  to  q>p<dnt  such  without  con- 
sulting the  Senate,  lest  they  may  not  be  willing 
to  establish  any  such  offices.  Turn  to  the  code, 
and  you  may  there  find  that  the  ambassador  oz 
the  Pope  is  not  distinguished  eo  rumine,  bnt  ia 
termed  a  legate.  For,  as  an  ambassador  repre- 
sents the  person  of  his  master,  and  as  the  sanc- 
tity and  infallibility  of  his  Holiness  cannot  be 
represented,  he  therefore  cannot  have  what  ia 
commonly  called  an  ambassadw.  To  show, 
however,  that  this  legato  is  in  very  truth  the 
personal  repreaentative  ckT  his  sorereign,  he  ia- 
sometimes  styled  a  legate  a  latere^  that  ia  to 
say,  he  is  supposed  to  be  taken,  like  our  impru- 
dent mother  Eve,  from  the  dde  of  his  lord  and 
master,  and  therefore  may  veir  property  be 
identified  with  hun.  60,  too,  if  the  Pope  wishes 
to  send  a  minister  plenipotentiary  or  other  ne- 
gotiator,* to  any  of  the  Oatholto  princes,  his 
beloved  ohildrrai,  as  it  wonld  be  quite  unseemly 
for  the  hdy  £ather  (whose  wishes  must  be  com- 
mands to  them)  to  send  to  them  any  officer 
whose  very  titie  imports  negotiation,  his  Minis- 
ter upon  such  occasions  is  styled  a  nuncio,  a 
mere  messenger,  deputed  to  bear  the  will  of 
the  firfher  to  these  Ida  dntiftil  children,  wbidli 
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Till,  to  be  olMf^ed,  needs  bat  to  be  known. 
Kow,  w  this  lepablio  is  a  mere  ulifidal  bodj ; 
snd  as  around  and  within  it  there  are  many 
who  constantly  distingoish  the  President  as 
thur  "great  father,"  it  would  not  reqnire 
mnoh  ioffennitj  to  find  oat  some  similitade 
between  his  offioe  and  that  of  the  Pope.  Then, 
as  the  oonstitation  says  not  one  word  aboat 
legates  or  nonoios,  all  that  is  neoessary  to  attain 
the  desired  end,  woald  be  to  fill  the  blank  in 
tiie  oommisBlon  with  each  words;  when,  ao- 
•ording  to  this  amimait  ct  the  Senator  fh>m 
niinma,  the  Freadent  alone  wonld  so  aoqaire 
power  to  do  the  very  act  which  he  is  forbidden 
to  do,  if  this  blank  was  filled  by  the  proper  name. 

[Bare  llr.  Kaxe  interrtipted  Mr.  Tazewell, 
observing  he  bad  not  meant  to  sa^  that  the 
mere  change  of  a  name  of  any  pabhc  Hmiater 
would  authorize  the  President  to  appoint  one ; 
bnt  that  ho  had  said  these  conunisnoners  were 
not  pnblio  Ministers  at  alh  They  were  secret 
Miaifters  or  private  agents,  like  Ui06e  formerly 
sent  to  Boath  America,  or  the  persons  freqaent- 
ly  sent  with  despatches.  The  appointment  of 
none  of  these  had  ever  been  sabmitted  to  the 
Senate,  bat  was  always  made  by  the  Prendent 
•lone,  because  Boch  appointmeiita  were  not 
eq>ecially  prorlded  fitw  in  the  oonstitation.] 

I  thank  the  gentlnnaii  for  tliis  correction.  I 
really  had  no  idea  that  it  was  Us  purpose  to 
draw  a  distinction  between  pablio  and  aecret 
Kinistars.  My  impresidoii  was,  that  his  dis- 
tinction was  ran  between  pablio  Ministers  and 
these  comnnauoners,  who  were  not  sapposed 
to  be  pablic  Ministers,  because  they  were  not 
•o  cal^ ;  and  I  was  abont  to  show  that  the 
officers  were  the  same,  althoagh  their  denomi- 
nation was  different  However,  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  has  relieved  me  from  this  tronble. 
Let  me  then  inquire,  whether  his  aotaal  arga- 
ment  is  more  condosive  than  that  which  I  had 
rapiKMed  him  to  have  nsed. 

And,  first^  sir,  let  me  ask  my  friend  from 
Illinois,  if  these  commissioners  were  not  pablio 
bat  mcx^t  Ministers,  according  to  his  sense  of 
tbeee  latter  words,  whence  the  President  and 
Senate  tt^ther,  mach  less  the  President  alone, 
can  derive  tiie  right  to  appoint  themf  The 
oonstitation  gives  to  the  President  the  power 
to  nonunate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  poblio  Minis- 
ters :  bat  it  would  be  as  duloult,  I  believe,  tP 
find  any  aathority  in  it  to  appoint  secret  Minis- 
ters who  should  not  be  pablic  Ministers,  as  it 
would  be  to  conceive  the  idea  of  a  private  agent, 
imwinted  to  perform  the  pabUo  duty  of  nego- 
twting  a  Ire^,  which,  when  ratified^  ia  de- 
dared  to  be  tiie  sopreme  law  of  oar  land.  I 
pray  we  may  not  confound  tiie  character  of  the 
IGiUster  with  that  of  the  duty  conferred  upon 
him,  or  with  the  mode  in  which  he  may  be 
directed  to  perform  his  diity.  Doubtless,  under 
that .  provision  of  the  constitution  which  an- 
thorizes  the  appointment  of  public  Ministers, 
the  Freadent,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  oon- 
■ent  of  the  Suiate,  nuj  ^fp<rint  nioh  Hiniaten 


secretly.  The/  may  be  instructed  to  depart  se* 
oret^.  They  may  be  accredited  aecretly.  They 
may  negotiate  (as  they  generally  do)  secretly. 
Nay,  they  may  conolnde  a  secret  treaty,  which 
need  not  be  made  known  until  a  fit  occasion 
arises  to  give  it  the  effect  of  a  law  by  promulga< 
tion.  In  this  such  Ministers  may  prop- 
erly l>e  termed  secret  Ministars ;  but  they  aro 
nevertheless  public  Ministers.'  Because  they 
are  the  Ministers  of  the  public,  commissioned 
by  its  Government^  authorized  to  perform  its 
bntuMOB,  and  aooonntable  to  tiie  pabUc  for  all 
their  acta  and  omisnons  onder  their  commia* 
aon.  In  one  word,  rir,  they  are  pablio  Minis- 
ters secretly  appointed,  and  with  secret  iostrno- 
tions,  bat  they  differ  in  nothii^  else  frmn  all 
other  public  Ministers,  inasmaoh  as  their  com- 
missions are  precisely  the  same  in  both  eases. 
Any  other  idea  than  this  would  present  a  subject 
here  of  quite  as  much  mirth  aa  the  comic  scene 
of  Sheridan,  in  which  he  describes  a  secret  con- 
ference of  two  British  Ministers,  in  the  presence 
and  hearing  of  the  sentinels  at  Tilbury  fort, 
when  one  tolls  to  the  other  as  a  profonnd  se- 
cret what  he  declares  the  other  knew  before, 
A  secret  agent  created  by  letters  patent  nnder 
the  great  seal,  dven  to  him  to  be  shownjUid 
addnased  to  all  whan  it  may  oonceni.  Thia^ 
sir,  would  far  sorpass  the  sarcastic  irony  of  the 
author  of  "The  Oritio." 

Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  do  not  mean 
to  doabt  the  power  of  the  President  to  appdnt 
secret  agents  when  and  how  he  pleases ;  nw 
do  I  mean  to  advance  any  claim  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  to  participate  in  the  exercise  of  any 
auch  power.  As  a  simple  individual,  I  would 
humbly  sujnest  to  him,  if  I  might  be  permitted 
BO  to  do,  that  whenever  he  stands  in  need  of 
secret  agents  who  are  really  designed  to  be 
such,  he  had  better  abst^D  from  putting*hia 
own  name  to  the  warrant  given  to  them,  and 
never  permit  it  to  be  authenticated  by  the  great 
seal.  Snoh  a  prooeedii^  may  sometimes  prove 
hazaTdou&  and  I  think  would  not  be  very  cred- 
itable to  the  nation  whose  seal  it  is.  Bnt  as  a 
Senator,  I  do  daim  for  the  Senate,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  constitution,  the  right  of  advising 
and  consenting  to  the  appointment  of  any  and 
every  officer  of  the  United  States,  no  matter 
what  may  be  his  name,  what  his  dnties,  or  how 
he  may  be  instructed  to  perform  them.  And 
it  is  only  because  aecret  agents  are  not  officers 
of  the  United  States,  but  the  mere  agents  of 
the  President,  or  of  hia  Secretaries,  or  of  his 
military  or  naval  commondere,  tiiat  I  dlsclum 
all  participation  in  their  appointment. 

It  is  this  distinction  between  oflloers  of  the 
Government,  and  the  mere  agents  of  its  offi- 
cers, which  constitutes  the  striking  difference 
between  the  oases  referred  to  by  the  Senator 
from  minois,  and  that  now  before  us.  In  this 
case,  these  commissioners  were  officers  of  the 
United  States— commissioned  as  such — author- 
ized by  that  commission  to  pledge  our  faith 
and  honor— entitled,  aa  the  bearers  of  our  great 
seal,  to  be  regardsa  everywhere  as  the  mpn- 
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Bentatives  of  the  Borereignty  whose  emblem  \% 
is ;  and  to  claim  all  die  immunities  aooorded  by 
tiie  pablio.  law  to  saoh  representatives  of  any 
power  on  earth.  Whereas,  jour  secret  agents 
m  Soath  America,  yonr  bearers  of  despAtches 
or  newspi^ters,  e£  idomne  gmttt,  never  had  any 
conmiission — bad  no  aathority  to  pledge  year 
faith — were  never  tmsted  with  yonr  great  seal 
— and  had  not 'a  single  privilege  anywhere, 
which  any  other  individual  citizen  might  not 
eqaally  well  clium.  In  short,  they  were  not 
officers  of  the  United  States,  bat  the  messengers 
feither  special  or  general)  of  their  oflScera.  Sir, 
it  mortities  me  to  bear  the  high  ftmctionarieB 
of  the  nation  degraded  by  a  oomparisoa  with 
SQch  gentry  aa  these;  and  their  secret  commis- 
sions assimilated  to  the  warrants  of  messengers, 
or  tiie  secret  letters  to  spies.  I  know  but  one 
of  these  commissioners  personally ;  bnt  of  him 
I  will  say,  that  the  same  lofty  spirit  which  re- 
fused to  bring  his  ship  to  Oonstantinople,  unless 
witii  her  ports  triced  np,  her  gnns  shown,  and 
her  flag  and  pennants  aJl  abroad,  would  have 
made  him  cast  yonr  parchment  from  him  with 
scorn,  if  it  had  even  been  hinted  that  it  was 
intended  to  constitnte  him  any  other  than  a 
public  Minister  of  his  country,  whose  honor 
and  whose  interest  he  had  so  proudly  snstained. 

But,  Mr,  President,  the  question  is  not 
whether  these  oommisumierB  wm  what  the 
Senator  from  DUnois  calls  pubUo  Ministers,  but 
whether  tiiey  were  offloen  of  tiie  United  States : 
fbr  the  President  may  not  make  an  original 
appointment  of  any  such  officers,  without  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  To  deter- 
mine this  question,  you  must  look  to  tii^oom- 
misnon.  This  you  And  in  the  same  form  with 
every  other ;  and  if  you  will  but  consider  its 
effects  and  consequences,  none  can  doubt  that 
it  bonstttnted  them  officers  of  the  United 
States.  Suppose  that  the  Grand  Seignior,  after 
accrediting  these  commissioners,  had  sent  them 
to  the  Seven  Towers,  most  not  everybody  ad- 
mit Qiat  the  honor  of  this  nation  would  have 
obliged  it  to  resent  the  insnlt  offered  to  itself 
by  snoh  an  indignity  to  its  repreeentatiTea,  pro- 
tected, as  they  would  have  been,  by  the  public 
law  I  Or  suppose  tliat  any  of  these  onninifr- 
rioners  had  been  bribed,  or  had  been  gailty  of 
any  other  high  crime  against  their  iuth  and 
the  duty  confided  to  them.  Does  any  one 
doubt  that  they  might  have  been  impeached  t 
And  yet,  forsooth,  tney  are  not  officers  of  the 
United  States,  bnt  mere  secret  i^ents,  like  the 
bearers  of  despatches  or  newspapers,  who,  as 
we  all  know,  receive  as  little  consideration  at 
home  as  they  are  entitled  to  expect  abroad. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland,  not- 
withstanding he  affirms  this  to  be  exactly  like 
tiie  Panama  case,  and  tbwefbre  dear,  yet  en- 
deavors to  distinguiah  it  a  littlCL  in  order  to 
mfOce  it  clwer  than  that,  if  possible.  He  tdls 
na  that  one  of  these  oommisnonem,  Mr.  Shind, 
was  r^larly  api}ointed  consul  at  Odessa,  by 
the  President,  acting  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  (^ven  at  our  last  sesdon. 


Thbt  he  being  thus  an  officer  of  the  United 
States^  the  Pn^dent  might  charge  him  with 
whaterOT  instmotaons  might  seem  necessary, 
even  to  n^tiate  a  treaty  with  Tnrk^.  It  is 
so  common  in  this  country  (where  the  thirst 
for  offioe  is  insatiable)  to  continue  the  titles  of 
Governors  of  States,  and  militia  officers,  to 
those  who  have  once  filled  such  places,  not  only 
wherever  they  may  be,  but  so  long  as  they  live, 
that  I  am  not  snrorised  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land should  feel  disposed  to  enlarge  this  custom 
a  little ;  efn>eciaUy  when  a  barren  name  may  be 
made  the  fruitAil  parent  of  so  much  executive 
power  as  he  thus  dums  for  it.  Henceforward, 
we  most  not  only  say,  I  suppose,  that  once  a 
consul,  and  always  a  consul,  but,  also,  that 
onoe  a  consul  auywhere^  and  always  a  consul 
everywhere.  Nay,  if  it  be  true  tiiat  this  consul 
to  the  Russian  port  of  Odessa  may,  virtuU 
ojffUii,  be  metamorphosed  by  the  mei;^  in^ruo- 
tions  of  the  Prerident,  or  rather  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  into  a  negotiator  at  Oonstantino- 
pie  of  a  treaty  with  t£e  Ottoman  empire,  it 
will  be  very  difficult  to  find  a  limit  to  consular 
functions.  Thus,  that  thing  called  a  consul, 
the  lowest  in  the  diplomatic  scale,  without  pay, 
power,  or  privil^e,  may  be  converted  into  the 
most  important  functionary  the  United  States 
can  have  abroad.  Sir,  it  would  have  been  a 
Bul^ect  worthy  oi  Hogartli'B  poicil,  I  imagine, 
to  have  represcaited  the  interview  between  Mr. 
Bhind  and  the  Beis  Eflbudi,  the  proud  repre- 
sentatiTe  of  his  hang^^  sorereign,  if,  wnen 
they  first  met  to  exchange  their  ^wera,  the 
"  christian  dog  "  had  presented  to  him  a  consu- 
lar diploma  to  Odessa,  as  the  equivalent  of  his 
fhll  powers.  It  would  gratify  me  much  to  hear 
Ucim  anybody  what  would  have  been  the  state 
of  the  negotiation,  if,  pendente  lite,  the  Russian 
autocrat  bad  revoked  Mr.  Rhind's  exegwUur, 
and  so  terminated  his  functions  as  consul  at 
Odessa.  Bnt  suppose  we  might  thus  Justify  Mr. 
Bhiod*B  appointment,  what  is  to  be  said  for 
Biddle !  He  was  no  consul  to  Odessa,  nor  any- 
where else;  nor  did  he  bear  any  di|domatio  au- 
thority, save  what  this  oonmdBsion  confiund 
upon  him.  It  is  tme  that  he  bore,  and  gal- 
luitly  bwe,  the  commis^n  of  a  poet  eaptidn  in 
the  navy  <h  the  United  States ;  but  surely  it 
wiU  not  be  contended  that  a  naval  or  military 
officer  may^  virtute  effieii,  be  transformed  into 
a^  diplomatic  functionary  of  the  highest  grade, 
by  the  mere  instmctione  of  a  Secretary  of  State, 
or  a  dmple  order  of  the  President  alone.  The 
officers^  I  am  sure,  ought  to  object  to  this ;  for 
if  so  little  ceremony  is  necessary  in  the  one 
case,  as  little  would  be  requisite  in  its  converse ; 
and  when  naval  officers  msy,  by  a  word  frran 
the  Prevdent,  or  his  Secretaries,  be  converted 
into  public  Ministers  to  negotiate  treaties,  the 
latter,  by  a  process  equally  summary,  may  be 
made  the  commanders  of  oar  fie^  and  armies. 

Bnt  tile  Presidmt  himself  has  answered  this 
argument.  He  did  not  suppose  that  orders  and 
instructions  alone  would  authorize  consuls,  post 
captains,  or  anybody  else,  to  make  treaties. 
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He  knew  that  a  plenipotentiary  comnuB- 
•ion  was  requinte,  and  therefore  granted  these 
"letters  patent "  for  that  very  purpoee,  Kor 
will  he,  I  ehoold  thinlL  feel  mnoh  obliged  to 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland,  for  the 
impatotion  necesearily  implied  in  this  argament, 
the  mm  and  sabstanoe  (^whi<di  is,  that  mean- 
ing to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  Turkey,  and  to 
conceal  tus  his  object  from  the  Senate,  the 
President  nominated  to  them,  as  a  mere  consul 
to  Odessa,  him  whom  he  had  appointed  a  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  for  that  purpose. 

]£r.  President,  there  is  one  more  ailment 
which  I  see  I  bare  to  answer,  and  then  I  will 
have  done  with  this  part  of  the  sabjeet.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  (Mr.  Kans) 
tells  me  that  I  come  too  late ;  that  the  Senate 
have  already  advised  the  ratification  of  the 
treabr ;  and,  by  so  d<^ng,  have  approved  the 
apptmitmeDt  of  the  ministers  who  negotiated 
it  Therefore,  I  am  now  estopped  to  urge  any 
objection  to  these  appointments  For  my  par- 
tkolar  emancipatien  from  this  sapposed  estop- 
pel, I  appeal  to  the  knowledge  of  all  my  breu- 
ren  of  the  Senate,  who  have  heard  my  protes- 
tations, and  witnessed  my  oontinnal  claim  to 
the  right  which  is  now  sooght  to  be  barred  by 
this  strange  limitation.  Nor  can  I  permit  this 
argament,  as  applied  to  the  Senate,  to  pass  on- 
noticed.  As  doctrine  it  is  not  offlrreot,  how- 
ever certain  it  may  be  as  fact. 

I  come  too  late.  I  stand  here  to  vindicate 
tiie  aanotity  of  the  constitation  which  has  been 
vitiated— to  assert  the  high  privileges  of  this 
body  wUob  have  been  imringed;  and  here, 
even  here,  in  this  its  very  haU,  X  am  told  by 
one  of  its  honorable  members,  that  I  come  too 
latel  I  know  it,  sir;  I  do  come  too  late. 
**rri8  troe;  and  pity  'tis,  tis  tnie."  Bat  it  is 
fmly  tme  as  fact,  and  not  as  doctrine.  I  can- 
not nndo  what  has  been  done,  or  prevent  the 
wonnd  that  has  been  already  inflicted — ^for 
this,  I  do  come  too  late.  But  I  do  not  oome 
too  late  to  warn  those  who  sent  me  here,  that 
their  oonstitntion  has  been  violated.  I  do  not 
oome  too  late  to  satisfy  those  with  whom  I  am 
here  aasotdated,  that  tiiur  chartered  rights 
bave  bam  impaired.  I  do  not  come  too  late  to 
heal  those  woonds  which  ooght  not  to  have 
been  inflioted,  or  to  strive  to  {vevent  the  repe- 
tition of  sntdk  ii^arieB  in  fhtore. 

N<nr  does  the  estof^  which  has  been  relied 
upon,  oonstitato  even  a  jnst  technical  objection 
to  the  assertion  of  the  hi^h  privil^ea  which  I 
have  proposed  to  maintam.  There  is  no  con- 
nection between  the  ratification  of  a  treaty, 
and  the  appointmeiit  the  persons  commis- 
sioned to  negotiate  it,  except  what  concerns 
the  foreign  State.  To  the  Grand  Seignior  we 
need  not,  we  mast  not  say,  that  we  ratify  the 
treaty  oondoded  with  him,  bnt  deny  the  an- 
thority  ot  tiie  pmona  iq>p^ted  1^  oorsdves 
to  negotiate  it.  It  would  be  idl&  nay,  it  would 
be  base  to  do  so ;  for  he  wonld  hold  ap  to  ns 
tte  "  ftill  power  "  naoted  to  these  negotiators 
by  OCT  own-Ohief  Haristzate,  under  too  saored 


[Senatb, 

seal  of  oar  own  nation.  This,  indeed,  we  are 
estopped  to  deny  to  him ;  nor  would  it  comport 
with  the  character  of  our  people,  to  suffer  any 
other  earthly  sovereign  to  pass  upon  the  ques- 
tion raised,  as  to  its  rnisnse.  Bat  here,  at  homOi 
itseemssomewhatparadozicaltosay  that  we  may 
not  deny  to  onrselves  that  which  it  is  affirmed  by 
onrselvM  thot  ourselves  have  done.  This  wonld 
be  a  most  extraordinary  estoppd  indeed. 

Short  as  is  our  history,  it  nevertheless  fur- 
nishes several  examples  of  Ministers  who  have 
exceeded  their  iostraotiona,  and  of  officers  who 
have  violated  their  orders.  Keasons  of  policy 
have  induced  the  Government  to  adopt  some 
of  these  acts,  and  to  jostify  others  to  foreign 
States.  Bat,  until  now,  it  has  never  been  sap- 
posed  by  any,  tiiat  these  I'easons  of  State  policy 
were  of  sufficient  force  to  predode  all  inqoiry 
into  the  breaches  of  our  own  laws,  mnoh  less 
into  the  violations  of  our  constitution  itscU 
A  trea^  is  ratified,  no  matter  Low  or  by  whom 
oonolnaed,  whenever  it  is  believed  to  be  pro- 
motive of  the  public  good.  Bnt  if  this  ratifica- 
tion necessarily  implie  a  justification  of  a  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution,  in  the  appointment 
of  the  negotiators ;  and  if  by  such  ratification 
we  are  estopped  to  deny  this,  then,  indeed,  has 
the  time  come,  when  our  opinion  of  the  general 
welfare  is  the  sabstituto  for  the  requirements 
of  the  charter. 

Bnt  how  does  this  question  oome  before  ns  t  . 
An  amendment  to  an  appropriation  bill  is  here 
proiMMed,  the  object  of  which  amendment  is  to 
aathorixe  the  expenditure  of  more  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue  than  was  contemplated  by  the  other 
Honse,  where  the  bill  on^^nated.  If  this 
amendment  obtains,  the  bill  so  amended  must 
be  sent  back  for  the  approval  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  When  there,  who  will  be 
hardy  enough  to  affirm  that  these  constitutional 
guardians  of  the  money  of  the  people  ore 
estopped  from  inquiring  into  the  fitness  of 
granting  vrhgt  may  be  asked,  and  of  the  mode 
m  which  the  grant  should  be  made  ?  Such  an 
affirmation  would  be  carrying  the  claim  of  Ex- 
ecutive power  to  an  extent  never  before  heard 
of.  Tet  it  must  be  conceded  on  all  hand^  that 
the  ^wer  of  the  Senate  over  this  appropnatiMi 
bill  IS  preoteely  the  same,  neither  greirfw  nor 
less,  than  that  of  the  other  House.  What  then 
becomes  of  this  doctrine  of  estoppels,  urged 
upon  the  Senate  to  prevent  the  asswtion  <tf 
their  constitutional  ri^ts  1 

Mr.  President,  I  Imve  now  done  with  this 
part  of  the  subject ;  and  I  will  detain  you  but 
a  few  moments  in  examining  the  second  ques- 
tion. In  discussing  this,  I  am  obliged  to  con- 
cede, gratia  ttrgummU,  that  the  President, 
during  the  reoess  of  tbe  Senate,  might  lawfully 
have  instituted  this  mission,  by  making  these 
original  appointmente.  Yet^  granting  this.  I 
neverthdess  contend  that  it  was  his  bounden 
duty  to  have  mbmitted  to  the  Senate  at  thdr 
next  session  tlw  temporary  appobtinent  of 
these  Ifinisters.  I  have  not  heard  a  ungU 
saggestioa  even  whispered  in  excuse,  much  leas 
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ii^  Juetification  of  this  omission,  except  the  fact 
Bupposed  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois, 
vnich  he  most  pardon  me  for  aaying,  whether 
it  may  be  as  Bupposed  or  not,  does  not,  in  any 
way,  alter  the  case.  Nt^,  this  solitary  argu- 
meat  itself  implies,  that  if  the  fact  be  not  as  is 
nipposed,  this  omismon  has  no  defence. 

My  friend  from  Illinois  saye,  and  says  very 
trnly,  that  if  the  commission  granted  by  the 
President  to  these  Ministers,  on  the  12th  day  of 
September,  1829,  was  properly  granted,  it  would 
have  continned  in  full  force  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  the  Senate,  that  is  to  say, 
nntil  the  Slst  of  Hay,  1880 ;  and  this  without 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  He  then 
ar^es  that  the  treaty  was  concluded  on  the  7th 
of  May,  1880,  whereupon  these  Ministers  b&- 
oame  JSmeti  o_ffieii$y  ceased  to  be  the  officers  of 
the  GoTemment,  and  therefore  it  would  have 
been  qnite  idle  and  unnecessary  fbr  the  Presi- 
dent toliave  nominated  them  to  the  Senate. 

Now,  if  all  this  should  be  granted,  it  cousti- 
tates  no  Jostificaticoi  to  the  Executive,  because 
it  is  obvionsly  an  after^ougfat  that  coold  not 
have  oocnrred  to  them  until  long  after  the  ses- 
sion of  the  Senate.  If  Washington  and  Con- 
stantinople, iustead  of  being  separated  as  they 
are  by  two  seas,  were  connected  by  a  railroad, 
along  which  the  conveyance  might  be  as  rapid 
as  between  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  the  in- 
telligence of  any  event  oconrnng  in  the  Turkish 
capital,  on  tiie  7tb  of  Jt^,  oonld  not  be  com- 
municated mnch  bctyond  the  Western  islands 
by  the  Slst  that  month.  Then  the  demand 
is  of  an  imposribility,  wbidi  would  have  ns  sup- 
pose that  the  Executive  knew  of  the  conclusion 
of  this  treaty,  and  therefore  did  not  make  the 
nominations  of  these  Ministers  to  the  Senate 
daring  their  last  session.  And  the  question  is 
to  be  tried,  not  by  the  fact,  but  by  their  knowl- 
edge of  it.  I  pray  the  Senate  to  notice  the 
various  and  contradictory  modes  resorted  to 
for  enlarging  the  power  of  tlie  Executive.  If 
Mr.  Bhiud  had  di^  on  the  7th  of  May,  and  it 
bad  been  judged  expedient  to  fill  up  the  vacancy 
happening  by  his  death,  all  agree  that  the  Pres- 
ident mi^t  properly  have  done  so  during  the  last 
receBS.  Because,  althongh  this  event  happened, 
it  oonld  not  have  been  known  here  daring  the 
last  session  of  the  Senate.  Bat  if  Mr,  Bnind 
mi^es  a  treaty  on  the  same  day,  this  after-dis- 
covered fact,  although  equally  tmknown  to  the 
President  when  the  Senate  adjourned,  is  urged 
to  justify  him  for  not  laying  Mr.  Rhind's  ap- 
pointment before  the  Senate  at  their  last  ses- 
sion, although  this  appointment  was  made  here 
(and  therefore  well  known)  eight  months  be- 
fore that  ses«on  terminated. 

Is  it  a  fact,  however,  that  this  treaty  was 
oondnded  on  the  7th  of  May  ?  It  is  true  the 
insteoment  bears  that  date ;  but  we  all  know 
that  it  oonld  not  have  bean  then  oonolnded. 
Because  it  is  absolutely  oertsin  that  ^o  of  the 
commissioners  had  not  then  reached  Oonstan- 
Unople;  and  that,  without  thdr  approbation, 
even  th»  Turkish  Govemment  wouia  not  con- 


sent to  consider  the  project  as  a  treaty  con- 
cluded. When  then  was  it  concluded?  Cer- 
tainly not  so  late  as  the  29tb  of  May.  Because 
we  have  on  onr  flies  a  letter  of  that  date,  writ 
ten  by  one  of  these  ooilmua^onen  to  another, 
ui^^ing  many  arguments  to  induce  him  to  ngn 
it.  On  the  next  day,  (the  80th,)  another  com- 
missioner writes  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  say- 
ing that  he  had  that  day  signed  the  treaty ; 
but  there  is  no  evidence  before  the  Senate, 
showing  when  it  was  signed  by  his  associates. 

Suppose,  however,  that  it  was  signed  by  aQ 
the  commissioners  on  or  before  the  80th  of  May. 
The  instruments  were  still  to  be  exchanged  be- 
fore the  business  the  negotiation  could  be 
concluded;  and  we  have  the  strongest  pre- 
sumptive evidence  that  this-  was  not  done  on 
that  day  in  the  fact  apparent  upon  oor  own 
journals  that  the  80th  of  Hay  last  was  Sunday. 
Now  does  any  man  believe  thai  these  miniBtera 
of  a  Christian  people  would  have  thus  publicly 
profaned  the  Christian  sabbath  at  a  Mahometan 
oourt,  and  under  the  view  of  all  the  Ministers 
of  the  powers  of  Christendonr  there  convened  ! 
I  do  not  put  this  even  upon  the  ground  of  their 
Christian  faith,  but  upon  the  ground  of  national 
pride  and  national  honor,  always  involved  in 
the  conduct  of  the  nation's  Ministers.  My  life  ■ 
upon  it,  there  is  one  of  these  commissioners 
who  would  have  willingly  sufi'ered  even  imp^- 
ing  before  be  would  have  so  degraded  hims^ 
am.  Ids  GOuntiy  in  the  eyes  of  all  Ohristendooi. 
Bat  if  this  work  was  not  completed  on  the  80tb 
May,  it  could  not  have  l>een  done  until  the 
Slst ;  and  on  the  morning  of  this  day  odr  jour- 
nals show  that  the  Senate  adjourned.  Now, 
whether  the  exchange  of  the  treaties,  (if  made 
on  that  day,)  or  the  adjournment  of  the  Senate, 
took  place  first,  is  a  question  which  I  will  leave 
to  be  decided  by  those  who  can  better  calculate 
the  difference  of  lon^tude,  and  who  may  know 
more  of  the  etiquette  of  the  Turkish  court  than 
I  do.  This  is  done  the  more  readily,  because  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  work  was  not  completed 
until  the  1st  of  June.  For  I  find  a  letter  of 
that  date  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  Stat^ 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  treaty,  and  ^ving  the 
first  intdIig«ioe  of  its  conclusion ;  and  1 1&»  it 
for  granteawBt  these  commissioners  would  have 
lost  no  time  in  communicating  to  their  Govem- 
ment the  consummation  of  this  tedious  affair. 

Let  it  be,  however,  that  the  treaty  was  con- 
cluded at  any  time  gentiemen  please.  Did  the 
Ministers  cease  to  oe  such  the  moment  their 
work  was  done  1  Will  the  "  salaries  "  proposed 
to  be  allowed  to  them  cease  at  that  time? 
Were  they  not  entitied  to  the  common  priv- 
ilege of  a  member  of  Congress,  or  even  of  a  wit- 
ness eundo  manmdo  et  redeundo  f  I  pray,  sir, 
tiiat  we  may  not  continue  to  perplex  ourselves 
^  confonnding  the  officer  wim  bis  duties. 
Tliese  commissioners  were  IQniaters  before 
they  began  to  negotiate — they  were  MinisterB 
throughoat  the  negotiation ;  and  Ministers  th^ 
continued  to  be,  at  least  while  they  remainea 
at  the  Turkish  court,  whether  engaged  in  per- 
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forming  the  special  serrice  for  which  they  were 
depatea,  or  otherwise.  The  immonities  con- 
ferred apon  them  by  tiie  public  law  attach  not 
to  the  daty  to  be  performed^  bat  the  office 
created  by  the  oommlssion  for  its  performance. 
The  Sultan  would  have  offended  just  aa  mnoh 
the  law,  by  suffering  indignity  to  be 
to  any  of  these  Ministers  after  the  treaty 
was  concluded,  as  before ;  as  mnoh  if  the  n^o- 
tiation  had  never  commenced,  or  hetai  broken 
as  if  it  had  continued.  But  we  know  that 
these  oommisMoners  remuned  at  Oonstantino- 
ple  certunly  until  the  8th  of  June,  for  we  have 
upon  our  files  official  letter  of  that  date,  writ- 
ten by  them  at  that  place.  Then  what  becomes 
of  this  vindication,  rested  as  it  is  upon  unknown 
erentd,  occurring  at  some  donbtfol  period  of  time  t 
Mr.  Presid^t,  my  strength  is  almost  gone, 
and  your  patience  must  be  at  least  as  much  ex- 
hausted, yet  a  few  words  more — I  hope  they 
may  be  the  last  with  which  I  shall  have  occa- 
■non  to  tnmhle  yon.  Por  many  yean  have  I 
watohed  the  working  of  this  Goremment,  and 
have  seen  It  steadily  advancing  to  that  condi- 
tion to  which  onr  most  sagacioua  statesmen 
Icni^  ago  predicted  it  muat  one  day  come.  Oc- 
caaional  obstmctaons  to  its  ouward  motion 
have  sometimes  cheered  me  with  the  hope  that 
these  predictions  would  not  be  verified.  Nor 
will  I  ever  part  with  this  hope,  while  this  body 
remains  trae  to  itself  and  faithful  to  the  States 
whose  sovereignties  are  here  represented.  But 
what  I  have  seen  and  heard  of  late,  is  not  well 
calculated  to  cherish  hope.  The  time  is  not 
far  ^stant  nay:  it  u  at  hand,  when  the  the- 
oretic maxim  of  the  British  law  will  become  a 
Vractioal  -role  for  the  American  people.  The 
English  jurists  tell  us  that"Qie  Euagcan  do  no 
wron^"  and  aoon  may  we  expect  to  hear  this 
fletifm  of  the  British  Government  transferred 
to  ours,  as  a  solemn  tmOx  affirmed  of  our  Pres- 
ident. I  wish  we  may  l>e  able  to  introdnoe 
with  this  principle  the  corrective  it  finds  in  the 
Government  from  whence  it  is  borrowed. 
There,  although  the  King  can  do  no  wron{^  his 
Ministers  are  responnble  for  aU  the  bad  advice 
they  give  him. 

In  the  instance  before  us,  I  am  willing  to  be- 
lieve that  the  President  has  not  knowin^y  vio- 
lated the  oonatitntion,  or  dedpied  to  impair 
the  rights  of  tiie  Senate,  or  desired  to  usurp  for 
himae&  the  entire  and  abaolnte  control  over  all 
mpointments,  although  snch  certfdnly  is  the 
eiract  of  his  acts.  In  the  mode  in  which  bud- 
nees  of  this  kind  is  done,  as  we  alt  know,  many 
circumstances  may  have  existed,  to  absolve  the 
President  from  all  design  to  exert  any  such 
power  as  has  been  here  put  in  practice,  in  order 
to  produce  such  effects.  But  what  mnst  we 
say  of  his  MlniBtera,  the  bomiden  duty  of  some 
of  whom  it  is,  to  present  to  him  the  facts  as 
they  know  them  to  be.  Of  his  cabinet,  foar 
were  members  of  this  body  during  the  memor- 
able Panama  disonssion.  One  of  them  (the 
Secretary  of  the  Kavy)  was  the  mover  of  the 
resoloticuk  decdaratoi7  of  onr  ri^ts,  and  deny- 
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ing  to  the  President  the  power  then  claimed, 
and  here  exercised.  Another  of  them  (tite 
Secretary  of  State)  stood  by  my  side  in  that 
debate,  the  able  advocate  of  tiiose  rights,  elo- 
quently denonncing  the  cltum  of  power  then 
preferred,  as  but  a  part  of  a  long-settled  aystom 
coverttr  to  intvease  the  inflnmce  and  patronage 
of  the  Exeontive.  And  all  foor  niuted  witii  me 
in  the  vote  given  upon  tiiat  oooa^on.  Bap- 
rounded  hj  such  advisers,  if  no  T<Hce  was  raised 
to  admonish  him,  if  no  friendly  caution  was 
given  to  him  by  any  of  those  whose  opinion 
upon  this  subject  was  so  well  known,  and  one 
of  whom  had  in  his  own  office  a  full  represen- 
tation of  all  tlie  facts  existing  in  the  case,  it 
ouffht  not  to  be  matter  of  much  astonishment, 
if  ue  President  shoold  have  r^^u^ed  it  as  one 
of  common  occurrence;  and  tiie  omission  to 
lay  the  appointments  before  the  Senate  at  their 
next  session  may  possibly  have  been  aocidentaL 
I  know  not  how  wis  matter  atands ;  but  this  I 
know,  that  if  suoh  a  npresmtation  had  ever 
been  made  to  the  Senate,  I  shonid  oever  have 
been  heard  to  censure  mere  oversights,  or  acts 
of  any  kind  unconsciously  done.  When  honor- 
able Senators,  however,  instead  of  excusing 
seek  to  justify  what  has  been  done,  and  this 
too  by  suoh  ai^uments  as  we  have  heard, 
which,  if  sound,  must  suffice  to  perpetuate  tiiis 
powe^  the  case  assumes  a  very  different  aspect 
mdeed.  Under  this  different  a^teot,  I  have 
been  obliged  to  consider  It. 

For  thus  regarding  it,  I  know  well  what  I 
am  to  encounter.  I  have  seen  the  writing  on 
the  wall.  I  know  the  finger  by  which  it  is  in- 
scribed. It  needs  no  Daniel  to  interpret  it 
But,  nr,  H  is  my  consolation  to  know,  tnat  the 
balance  in  whidi  I  shall  be  weighed,  will  never 
be  held  by  any  exeontive  officer  of  this  Govern- 
ment, be  he  who  he  may.  They  who  seat 
me  here,  placed  me  as  a  warder  on  the  watch- 
tower,  to  warn  of  the  approach  of  danger.  I 
will  not  play  the  shepherd's  boy,  and  cry  out 
when  tiiere  is  none.  But  when  the  danger 
stands  confessed  before  me,  come  it  in  what 
'*  qaestionable  shape  "  it  may,  I  will  do  my 
duty.  That  duty  is  now  done,  ear;  to  what 
end,  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  wiU  decide. 

Mr.  Kakk  replied  briefly  to  some  of  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Tazewkll. 

Mr.  WooDBUsT  next  rose,  and  observed,  that 
in  some  re^Mcts  his  portion  reseanUed  the  gen- 
ti«iian*s  from  liTew  Jersey ;  bat  in  certain  par- 
ticulars they  differed.  He  (Mr.  W.)  had  not 
spoken  at  aU,  nor  voted  on  the  resolution  of 
1826,  BO  as  to  commit  huns^  on  the  power  of 
the  President  to  make  known  public  and  regu- 
lar diplomatic  appointments  without  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate.  But  on  that 
subject  he  then  formed  decisive  opinions,  which 
still  remained  unchanged ;  and  if  that  resolu- 
tion had  not  been  lud  upon  the  teble,  contraiy 
to  his  vote,  he  would  have  placed  those  opin- 
ions on  oar  legislative  records.  He  should  not 
now,  for  a  moment,  hesitate  to  avow  that  those 
opinions,  so  far  as  regarded  the  oonstmotion  of 
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the  ooDsUtntioii  on  that  point,  went  the  whole 
length  of  what  had  been  detailed  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Vir^nia.  On  that  point,  however 
mndt  they  might  Wt'et  on  other  pointer  he 
agreed  with  hhn  thronghont,  entirely. 

Vr.  W.  Bsid  be  never  supposed  that  tiie  enn- 
meration  of  Ministers,  jndges  ,  &o.,  in  the  oonsti- 
tntion  gave  power  to  ^point  any  paitienlar 
Minister  or  judge  till  a  law  or  a  specino  appro- 
priation created  a  parUcular  office ;  and  that 
then  the  President's  power,  as  well  as  onr  own 
in  snoh  cases,  commencced,  we  acting  with 
him  as  to  future  vacancies  during  the  session  of 
Congress,  and  he  acting  alone,  if  he  chooses,  as 
to  vacancies  during  our  recess,  so  as  to  appoint 
until  the  close  of  the  ensuing  session.  This 
was  the  f^  and  safe  oonstrnoUon.  He  should 
not  now  dwell  on  the  eioeptions  to  this 
general  principle,  nor  upon  its  various  limita- 
tions. Tha  hour  was  too  late,  and  the  question 
too  irrelevant  to  the  real  inquiry  now  before 
Uie  Senate.  That  inquiry  was,  in  his  ooinion, 
a  very  narrow  one.  If  the  House  woula  spare 
him  a  minute  on  the  tme  question  in  issue,  he 
would  endeavor  to  satisfy  tbem  that  the  diffi- 
culty was  wholly  one  of  form  rather  than  sub- 
stance,  and  Chat  the  amendment  of  his  friend 
from  Illinois  would,  he  hoped,  remove  even  the 
objection  of  form. 

What  was  the  fear  of  the  gentlraoan  from 
Yirfpnia?  That  by  voting  for  the  present  ap- 
propriation he  mi«it  seem  to  sanction  what  m 
18S0  he  and  all  in  us,  who  then  thon^t  vith 
him,  ^oried  in  having  disapproved.  We  aU 
stiU  dis^proTe  of  it.  But  he  (Mr.  Taztwill) 
distinctly  admitted  that  a  oampmsation  ought 
to  be  made  to  the  agents  to  an  extent  eqaivfr- 
Imt  to  tibdr  services,  though  th^r  appoint- 
ments may  have  been  irr^nlar  from  mistake, 
precedent,  or  otherwise.  Tmo,  he  wished  it  to 
originate  in  the  other  House,  and  to  be  included 
in  a  separate  bill.  Now,  it  was  well  known, 
the  treaty  was  not  ratified,  and  the  businees 
oonolttded,  tall  after -the  appropriation  bill  was 
reported  in  the  other  House ;  and  in  saoh  case 
it  was  usoal  to  insert  claims  here.  It  was  also 
proper  and  manly  on  tiie  part  (rf  the  Secretary 
of  State^  thonfj^  oensurea  for  it,  to  recommend 
fhe  oompensanon  to  the  old  agents  under  t2ie 
last  administration  as  well  as  to  the  new  agents. 
What,  then,  ia  the  whole  difference,  oonceiding, 
a  moment,  for  aivument,  that  these  appoint- 
ments were  irregular?  Is  it  whether  you  shall 
pay  them  in  a  separate  bill,  or  in  the  gen<^ 
appropriation  billl  And  this  also  at  a  late 
period  in  our  session,  when  a  separate  bill  could 
not  probably  be  originated  and  passed  in  the 
usual  course  of  business.  It  resolves  itself  tiien 
entirely  into  a  question  of  form.  Every  advan- 
tage to  be  obtained  by  a  separate  bill  can  be 
seonred  here.  We  oan  here,  as  in  suoh  a  InU, 
limit  the  sum  to  the  supposed  benefit  derlTed 
to  the  pnblio  from  the  services  of  each  agent, 
or  leave  it  to  be  apportioned  by  the  President. 
"By  in  onr  opinion,  the  services  m  any  have  been 
already  amply  paid,  or  were  useleaa  to  the 


country,  we  can  here  exclade  them.  But  all 
must  admit,  that,  so  far  as  the  tiountry  has 
profited  by  their  exertions,  so  £ar  they  ought  in 
some  way  to  be  paid,  whether  their  appoint- 
ments were  regular  or  irregnlu'.  In  making 
the  compensation,  whether  In  this  or  a  separate 
bill,  we  could  equally  avoid  the  other  difficulty 
of  using  language  calculated  to  express  an  opin- 
ion on  the  irregnlarity  of  their  ap^intments. 
He  was  anxioua  as  any  body  to  avoid  inconsis- 
tency, and  to  relieve  any  gentleman  from  any 
set  of  words  such  as  charges,  outfits,  &c.,  whidb 
might  seem  to  imply  an  expressed  opinion  that 
these  agents  were  regular  chaises,  commission- 
ers, or  any  other  clasSj  by  WMtever  name,  of 
public  or  accredited  diplomatic  officers.  Chi 
this  point  he  deemed  it  embarrasnn^  ^d  un- 
necessary to  go  into  any  subtle  investigations. 
The  present  administration  had  only  followed 
the  steps  of  the  past  one  in  sending  agents  to 
Constantinople.  If  a  part  of  the  Senate  deem- 
ed them  legal  and  coostitntional  appointments 
of  pnblio  regular  agents,  as  made  to  fill  vacan- 
cies, they  conid  vote  for  the  appropriation  on 
that  ground.  If  a  portion  deemed  them  not 
such  appointments,  but  private  informal  agents, 
equally  legal  and  equally  constitutional,  they 
would  vote  for  the  appropriation,  on  that 
ground.  If  others  deemed  tiiem  to  belong  to 
neither  of  these  classes,  they  might  vote  for  it 
on  the  broad  ground  before  mentioned,  and 
whidi  the  Senator  from  Virginia  concedes,  tbat 
i^  having  reaped  advantaj^  from  tiieir  ser- 
vices, they  are  willing  to  bestow  on  them  a 
quid  pro  qvo,  or  a  quantum  meruit.  As  the 
amendmoit  offered  by  his  friend  on  the  right, 
left  no  implication  of  a  specific  opinion  on  these 
questions,  it  was  the  most  preferable^  and 
would  receive  his  support  It  avoided  a  use- 
less controversy ;  it  relinqaished  no  power  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  opened  no  door  to 
danger  or  encroachment. 

For  himself^  he  always  believed  that  the 
President  could  «>point  secret,  informal,  diplo- 
matic agents,  without  our  advice,  and  pay  them 
out  of  the  contingent  ftand.  By  this  amend- 
ment, we  only  increased  that  ftmd  to  meet  this 
new  and  unusual  burden  of  the  Turkish  nego- 
tiation by  such  agents;  and  one  which  all, 
probably,  admitted  to  be  a  just  burden  on  the 
Treasury  in  some  shape  or  other.  Over  that 
fund,  to  its  whole  extent,  the  President  alone 
exercises  a  sound  discretion,  both  as  to  the  indi- 
viduals employed,  and  the  amount  of  their  sal- 
aries, whether  $600  or  |6,000  a  year.  Both 
Houses  of  Congress  have  deemed  it  wise  and 
constitutional  to  place  in  his  hands,  and  his 
hands  alone,  a  power  to  appoint  and  expend  to 
that  extent;  and  if  he  exceeds  it,  no  remunera- 
tion can  be  had  without  our  sabs^uent  appro- 
bation. The  agents  thus  employed  have  no 
fixed  pnblio  diplomatic  powera.  They  Are  not 
impeachable  as  officers.  They  cannot  commit 
either  House  of  Congress  witbont  oar  subse- 
qnont  assent,  lliey  oan  make  no  treaties  with- 
out onr  Bubaeqnent  consent.  It  is  the  Freri- 

Digilized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


213 


FkBsoABT,  1881.] 

dent  and  Senate  who  make  treaties,  who  give 
them  validity,  and  not  the  dranghtsmen,  or 
Bigners,  whether  they  be  regnlar  or  irregalar 
a^ntfi.  No  danger  coold  accrue  A-om  this 
view  of  Executive  powers.  The  doings  of 
agents,  appointed  withoat  onr  advice,  in  mak- 
ing treaties,  whether  in  the  session  or  daring 
file  recess  of  Oongress,  may  or  may  not  be  ap- 
proved by  us  in  the  ratification,  and  may  or 
may  not  be  approved  by  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  in  snbseqaent  appropriations  to  carry 
tiie  treaties  into  effect,  in  tiie  case  of  the 
Florids  treaty,  made  by  Itr.  AdMns,  without 
his  nomination  being  sabmitted  to  the  Senate, 
we  not  only  approved  the  treaty,  but  Congress 
afterwards  appropriated  five  mulions  to  carry 
it  into  effect.  The  late  Austrian  treaty  was 
made  in  the  same  way  by  the  present  Secretary 
of  State ;  and,  if  either  of  tiie  agents  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  bad  a  commission 
under  the  broad  seal  or  the  narrow  se^  they 
had  it  without  consulting  the  Senate.  It  was 
not  intended,  any  more  than  in  this  case,  to 
^ve  them  the  character  of  public  diplomatic 
officers,  bat  of  mere  temporary  agents  with 
specnal  powers.  Their  additi<nial  -paj,  like- 
wise, if  they  had  an^r,  was  either  from  tlie  se- 
cret or  tram.  Uie  oonttngent  Amds. 

Be  didbred,  however,  from  hia  friends  who 
had  spoken  on  the  same  side,  as  to  the  impera- 
tive effect  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by 
OS,  as  imposing  an  obligation  to  pay  the  agente 
at  all  events.  We  ratified  the  treaty  because 
we  deemed  it  beneficial :  certainly  that  wa.s  his 
opinion.  Bnt  the  agents,  or  some  of  them, 
might  appear  to  ns  to  have  been  so  little  nsefol 
in  the  negotiation,  as  to  justify  no  compensation 
on  the  ground  of  a  quantum  meruit  When 
the  President  employed  and  paid  them  out  of 
the  contingent  fund,  he  alone  exercised  a  dis- 
eretion  on  Uiis,  and  went  into  those  eoniridera- 
tions,  unless  lie  had  hetan  made  uritii  tiiem 
q)e(Hfio  oontraota  as  to  the  amount  of  their 
compensation.  Bat,  when  we  were  called  on 
to  appropriate  anew,  and  in  a  specific  or  gen- 
eral form,  for  this  object^  we  had  the  power  to 
affix  any  reasonable  limits  to  that  appropria- 
tion. Here  we  proposed  to  add  to  the  general 
contingent  fund  only  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
leaving  the  Fr^ident,  within  that  sum,  to  ex- 
ercise his  own  discretion,  and  make  such  dis- 
eriminations  as  justice  required. 


Wbdkksdat,  February  28. 
Th*  Turhith  Gommimum, 
The  Senate  hsving  again  reanmed  the  oonsid- 

erstion  of  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  bill  by  Mr.  Tazewxll, 

ISt.  LiTiNOBtoN  Bfdd:  A  just  diffidence  of 
my  power  to  impress  upon  others  the  force  of 
considerations  which  guide  me  in  forming  my 
own  opiniouj  has  generally  induced  me  to  be 
silent,  when  m  uiy  debate  others  had  expressed 
the  reasons  which  were  to  govern  my  vote. 
Ky  rising  to  address  yon  now,  Ur.  Preudent,  | 
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is  no  departure  from  this  nde.  IMssenting  in 
every  particular  from  the  doctrines  on  wbioh  a 
most  grave  accusation  has  been  made ;  feeling 
it  a  duty  to  refute  that  accusation,  on  grounds 
and  for  reasons  which  have  not  been  expressed 
by  others,  I  mnst  relnotantly  ask  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  while  I  endaaror  to  pwftam  this 
dnty. 

Sir,  the  Senator  from  Virginia  has,  in  the 
most  unqualified  terms,  dharacterized  this  whole 
transaction,  from  its  very  outset  to  its  conoln- 
sioD,  as  a  lawleBs,  onooD8tituti<mal  usorpation 
of  power  on  the  part  of  the  Resident ;  and  the 
acquiescence  in  it  which  he  nja  wiQ  be  in- 
volved in  oar  adoption  of  the  amendment,  a 
participation  in  the  acts  thus  denounced,  aggcer 
rated  by  a  base  sarrender  of  rights,  which  are 
vested  in  us  by  tbe  constitution.  I  repeat,  sir, 
literally,  the  charge.  He  has  added,  that  it  is 
gross,  palpable,  to  be  justified  by  no  construc- 
tion of  the  letter  of  the  constitution,  nor  ex- 
cused by  its  spirit;  that  with  respect  to  the 
President,  the  act  is  done,  the  sacrifice  is  coq- 
summated ;  bat  that,  on  our  parts,  we  may  yet 
avoid  the  aaorilegions  gailt  of  violating  ttie 
oonstitataon,  by  voting  with  Um  for  striking 
out  the  mpropriation.  We  have  yet  this  re- 
source. But,  in  a  tone  at  once  admonitory  and 
menacing,  we  are  to2d  that  there  is  no  other 
escape ;  we  stand  on  the  brink,  another  step, 
and  we  are  lost,  envnlfed,  with  tbe  President 
and  his  advisers,  in  the  same  abyss  of  political 
profligacy  and  rain. 

Sir,  I  wish  for  no  escape.  If  I  desired  one,  I 
could  find  it  behind  the  reasoning  of  the  Sen- 
ator himself.  He  moves  to  strike  out  the  ap- 
propriation, because  it  provides  for  an  outfit, 
and  because  it  calls  those  who  made  the  treaty 
commissionerB.  Yet  he  is  willing  to  pay  the 
whole  sum — ay  I  and  a  much  n^eator,  as  muob 
as  any  monber  may  deem  a  sumcient  remuner- 
ation ;  he  will  be  not  only  just  but  generous. 
Why  will  he  do  this  I  Why,  as  a  giurdian  of 
the  public  treasure  as  well  as  of  the  oonstitu- 
tion— -why  will  he  open  it  to  these  persons? 
Undoubtedly  because  he  thinks  tbey  have  ren- 
dered a  service;  but  in  what  manner?  in  what 
capacity?  Clearly,  in  no  other  than  that  of 
making  a  treaty,  and  as  commissioners.  Then, 
I  ask,  sir,  is  he  not  willi^  to  satriflce  the  sub- 
stance for  the  form  ?  Would  not  a  provision 
for  this  payment,  in  any  manner  that  yon  could 
give  it,  Baootion  tbe  service  by  which  it  was 
earned?  Bat  the  "rose"  which,  in  another 
part  of 'the  gentieman's  argument,  he  said 
would  "  smell  as  sweet  hy  any  oth»  name," 
here  loses  its  fl-agranoe.  (Aange  its  denomina- 
tion, call  it  compensation  for  services,  and  its 
perftime  is  delicious ;  alter  the  name  to  outfit 
and  salary,  its  odor  is  insupportable,  and  taints 
the  very  air ;  evety  constit&tional  nerve  of  the 
Senator  is  shocked  by  it.  Now,  sir,  if  I  wish 
to  escape  the  question,  if  I  thought  the  denun- 
ciation well  supported,  I  might,  as  I  stud,  adopt 
this  reasoning,  and,  by  voting  for  the  amena- 
ment  oflfered  by  the  Soaator  &om  HUnois,  (Ur. 
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Kahb,)  which  avoids  the  olMectionable  terms, 
leave  it  in  donbt  whether  I  did  not  assent  to 
the  doctrine  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 
Bat,  sir^  I  am  not  disposed  to  avtul  myself  of 
anch  a  subterfuge.  "WheDever  I  have  formed  an 
opinion,  and  un  properly  called  on  by  my  dn^' 
to  express  it,  I  will  do  it  fearlessly,  independ- 
ently, aa  becomes  a .  member  of  this  august 
body,  frankly  to  my  fellow-Senators,  explicitly 
to  tiie  nation;  bn^  at  ttie  same  time,  with  a 
proper  deference  and  respect  for  the  ophnions 
of  those  with  whom  I  have  the  misfortune  to 
differ.  In  this  spirit,  sir,  I  will  proceed  to  dis- 
cnss  the  serious  questions  that  have  been  raised 
by  the  Senator  from  Yimnia,  and  to  repel,  as 
best  I  may,  the  chai^  en  violating  the  consti- 
tntion,  and  surrendenng  the  rights  of  the  body 
to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  belong. 

I  do  not,  myself,  deal  in  professions  of  at- 
tachment to  the  constitution — when  made  by 
others,  I  believe  them,  unless  their  conduct  or 
character,  has  given  me  reason  to  doubt  their 
sincerity.  In  ttie  case  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, no  one  who  knows  him  can  have  such  a 
doubt ;  but  whilst  the  fidlest  confidence  is  fidt 
that  he  is  persuaded  of  the  truth  <rf  all  he  ot- 
ters, and  while  he  is  conTinoed,  that  the  con- 
struction he  pats  on  the  cfmstitntion  is  the  true 
<me;  while  he  belleTes  that  those  who  think 
differently  are  in  the  wrong,  might  not  a  slight 
snspidon  that  he  himself  a  dec^ved ;  that  his 
judgment,  strong  as  it  naturally  is,  and  invig^ 
orated  as  it  has  been  by  study  and  reflection, 
that  even  such  a  judgment  might  sometimes 
err  1  and  would  not  Uiis  reflection,  had  it  oc- 
curred, have  led  him  to  think  that  this  might 
be  one  of  those  rare  occasions,  and  have  in- 
duced him  to  qualify  by  some  expression  of  a 
pOflBilnlity  that  his  reasoning  might  be  ill- 
Bnmded,  the  sweeping  charges  of  usorpation, 
and  lawless  and  nnoraistitntional  acts  by  the 
Fi^ident,  of  derdicUon  of  duty  in  those  whto 
snppbrt  them?  and  would  not  that  reflection 
also  have  inclined  him  to  avoid  asserting  that 
these  violations  were  gross,  open,  palpable,  such 
as  the  plainest  understanding  must  perceive — 
thus  leaving  to  those  who  cannot  read  the  con- 
stitution aa  he  does,  not  even  the  exoase  of  error 
and  ignorance  to  cover  their  aberrations!  Sir, 
this  charge  goes  oat  to  the  nation,  to  the  world, 
under  the  authority  of  the  Senator's  name — it 
has  already  gone  forth ;  party  spirit  has  already 
seized  it ;  detraction  has  repeated  it ;  simple  cre- 
dulity m^  beliere  it ;  and  the  nati(m  is  nvea  to 
nuderstand  that  Its  first  magiutTate  has  ddiber- 
ately  committed  an  open  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  his  duly,  or,  as  was  ioainnated,  has  been 
Ignorantly  made  the  instrument  of  others  in  its 
performance ;  and  that  this  body,  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  is  ready,  unless  they  listen 
to  the  warning  voice  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, to  aid  in  the  parricidal  act  Now,  sir, 
how  if  this  charge  should  be  unsupported? 
How  if  it  should  be  void  of  the  slighest  foun- 
datic>n  ?  How  if  the  letter  of  the  constitution, 
as  well  as  ita  spirit,  should  saiuitlon  the  repro- 


bated act?  How  if  it  ahonld  he  proved  to  have 
been  the  uniform  course  of  the  Government 
from  its  institution,  pursued  by  the  practice  <^ 
Washington,  Jefferson,  Adams,  Monroe,  by 
every  I^eeident  of  every  party ;  aanotioned  by 
every  Senate,  unimpeached  by  any  Hoose  of 
Representatives — called  in  question  by  no  vigi- 
lant guardian  of  the  constitution  until  the  pres- 
ent day  t  How  then  ?  What  then  wiU  this 
nation,  the  intelligent  nation  to  whom  this 
charge  ia  made,  what  will  they  think — what 
will  be  tbor  verdict?  To  them,  sir,  I  appeal; 
to  their  sentence  I  am  willing  to  submit.  Sir, 
I  do  not  arrogate  to  myself  to  be  one  of  the 
chosen  few  to  whose  charge  the  defence  of  the 
constitntitHi  ia  committed;  or  that  my  con- 
struction of  that  instrument  is  the  only  ortho- 
dox ffuth.  All  those  who  surround  me,  have 
an  equal  duty  to  perform  in  this  respect ;  all 
of  them  are,  no  doubt,  equally  willing,  and 
most  of  them  more  able,  to  perform  it  thui  my- 
self; but,  while  I  yield  to  their  eqoal  right  and 
superior  ability,  I  must  resist  the  claim  any  one 
may  set  up,  either  directiy  or  by  implication, 
to  tiie  tiUe  of  exdndve  dtfender  of  the  consti- 
tution. I  have  said  that  I  do  not  deal  in  pro- 
fessions ;  but  when  tSie  measures  my  sense 
duty  obliges  me  to  support,  are  stigmatized  by 
the  terms  we  have  just  heard,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that  I  yield  to  no  man  in  attadi- 
ment  to  the  charter  of  oar  fiindamental  lawa, 
to  the  Union  of  which  it  is  the  bond,  and  to 
those  rights  of  its  separate  members,  which  are 
not  surrendered  by  it  to  the  National  Govern- 
ment I  am  old  enough  to  have  watched  the 
progress  of  its  formation,  to  have  witnessed  the 
firat  moments  of  its  existence,  and  was  one  of 
those  who  hailed  its  first  appearance  as  the 
harbinger  of  that  prospwity  which  it  has  so 
glorioiul^  realized.  I  saw  it,  nr,  in  its  cradle, 
marked  its  pro^reas  with  no  inattentive  eye ; 
and  the  first  penod  of  my  political  life  was  em- 
ployed in  resisting  inroads  which  false  con- 
structions, in  high  party  times,  made  on  its 
provisions.  I  belonged,  and  faithfully  adhered, 
to  the  party  which  opposed  (for  a  period  nn- 
successfnlly)  acts  whioi  we  thought  infractions 
of  that  instrument.  My  profession  of  faith  has. 
not  heretofore,  and  is  not  now,  altered — ^it 
never  will  be.  But  that  faith  does  not  oblige 
me  to  array  myself  with  any  one,  whatever 
rosy  be  my  opinion  of  his  patiiotism  and  zealj 
in  opposition  to  the  exercise  of  a  power  that  I 
think  is  fturly  conferred  by  the  conatitntion  to 
one  branch  of  the  Government,  or  contend  for 
it  in  &Tor  of  another  not  entitled  to  it,  thon^ 
I  should  myself  be  a  membor  d  that  lattw 
branch. 

What  are  the  facts  which  have  created  this 
sudden  explosion?  The  rapid  growth  of  the 
Russian  establishments  on  the  Black  Sea,  and 
the  consequent  increase  of  commerce  in  that 
quarter,  had  for  some  years  past  made  an  ar- 
rangement desirable  witit  the  Snltan,  who  heid 
the  keys  of  the  narrow  inlet,  through  which 
alone  an  entrance  into  this  sea  ooold  be  had 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS.  215 

VcBaouT,  1881.]     7W£U  Comniuion — Pomr  t^Oe  I^witHt  to  OrigmaU  JfuWMU.  [Sdaxk 


The  immediate  predecessor  of  the  present  Chief 
Haf^atrate  bad  fqipotDted  Bnoceasirely  the  two 
oommanders  of  onr  sqiiadroii  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean,  together  with  Mr.  0£3ey,  our  oonsul  at 
&D7nia,  commiseioDers  to  effect  this  object. 
They  were  fnraished  with  fall  powers,  eommiB- 
rioned  under  the  great  seal,  and  iustmcted  to 
make  a  treaty  to  secure  this  object.  This  was 
designed  to  be  a  secret  mission ;  it  was  never 
communicated  to  the  Senate,  aor  wns  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  commissioners  submitted  to 
them  for  confirmation:  however,  from  some 
oanse,  not  perfectly  understood,  but,  as  many 
beliere,  from  too  great  publicity  given  to  the 
miamon,  it  totally  failed ;  and  this  ^ure  be- 
osme  known  soon  after  Mr.  Adams  went  ont  of 
office.  The  object  increasing  every  day  in  im- 
portance, it  very  early  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  present  administration ;  and  to  avoid  the 
interference  of  other  nations,  and  better  to  se- 
cure  the  secrecy  of  the  operation.  Mr.  Bhind 
was  appointed  consnl  to  Odessa,  hnt  was  far- 
nishea  with  foil  powers,  directed  jointly  and 
severally  to  him,  Commodore  Biddle,  and  Mr. 
Offley ;  he  was  directed,  nnder  the  cover  of  his 
consular  appointment,  to  proceed  to  Constanti- 
nople, and  there  negotiate  for  the  free  entrance 
into  the  Black  Sea ;  he  went  there,  his  object 
was  not  Rospected,  and  on  the  7th  May  last 
he  oondnded  a  troaty,  which  was  ngned  by 
liaun.  Offley  and  Biddle,  they  having  arrived 
in  the  intervalf  on  the  day  before  the  adjonm- 
ment  of  the  Senate  at  its  last  session.  This  lost 
commission,  like  the  preceding  appointments, 
by  Mr.  Aduna,  vaa  made  in  we  recess  of  the 
Senate ;  and,  as  had  been  tiie  case  in  these  in- 
atances,  the  names  of  the  commissioners  were 
cot  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  conSrmation. 
These  are  the  facts,  and  on  them  is  founded 
the  accQsation  we  have  heard. 

Let  us  remember  that  this  is  not  a  question 
which  concerns  the  infringement  of  any  State 
light,  that  it  is  not  one  of  reserved  or  conceded 
powers,  but  merely  regards  the  mode  of  exer- 
cidng  one  confessedly  given  to  the  General 
Govenimait — ttiat  of  trea^g  in  the  name  of 
iSl  the  States  with  a  foreign  nation. 

I  will  eramine,  in  order,  the  positions  on 
which  these  serious  charges  are  founded.  The 
first  of  them  (altiiough  I  do  not  think  it  ap- 
plicable to  the  present  case)  is,  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  no  power  to  apjioiut  a  public  Minister 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  any  power 
where  no  snbh  Minister  had  previonsly  existed ; 
or  even  if  such  mission  had  previously  existed, 
unless  the  vacancy  occurred  after  the  ac|journ- 
ment  of  the  Senate.  To  this  position  I  accede 
in  none  of  its  parts.  But  if  I  should  err  on 
this  suUeel^  I  hope  to  show  that  the  establish- 
ment of  this  oonBtmction  will  not  Justify  the 
diaige  that  Is  founded  npon  it. 

I  constme  the  consUtation  as  I  wotdd  any 
other  written  lostntment,  by  its  words,  where 
they  are  explicit — ^where  there  is  donbt,  by  the 
oootext — by  the  plidn  oljeot  of  its  framers,  by 
a  vbrMr  of  uie  evils  it  was  intended  to  remedy, 


the  drcnmatancee  under  which  it  was  made,  and 
th<B  contemporaneous  constmcUon  and  uniform 
practice  under  it.  To  adhere  to  Its  letter,  with- 
out these  aids,  would  sometimes  defeat  the 
powers  evidently  intended  to  he  vested  by  it — 
sometimes  give  it  greater  than  were  contem- 
plated. For  instance,  the  President  is  directed 
to  "  take  care  that  the  laws  be  f^thf^lly  eze- 
cated."  Take  this  literally,  without  any  aii 
from  the  rules  of  construction  I  have  lud  down, 
and  yon  give  him  all  power  but  that  of  legisla- 
tion. In  the  article  next  preceding,  it  is  said 
that  "  no  State  shall  enter  into  any  compact  or 
agreement  with  another  State,  without  the  con- 
sent of  Congress."  A  literal  constmction  of 
which  would  prevmt  a  settlement  of  di^ate^ 
boundaries :  or  any  other  arrangonent  which 
mutud  accommodation,  for  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  deeds,  the  arrest  of  fugitives,  or  similur 
objects,  might  require.  Let  us  examine  the 
position  by  these  rules. 

The  constitution  directs  that  "  the  President 
shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  oi  the  Senate,  appoint  ambassa- 
dors, other  public  ministers  and  consuls,  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court^  and  all  other  officers  of 
the  United  States,  whose  appointment  is  not 
herein  otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall 
be  esteblished  by  law."  It  then  f^ves  power 
to  Congress  to  vest  tiie  app<nntment  or  such 
inferior  officers  as  they  thmk  proper,  in  the 
President  alone.  Here  the  appointicg  power  is 
complete.  But  as  this  power  was  to  be  exer- 
cised by  the  President,  subject  to  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Senate,  and  as  the  seafdtms  of  that 
body  were  not  permanent  it  was  foreseen  that 
great  inconvenience  would  result  if  all  vacan- 
cies were  tO  remun  open  during  the  recess. 
What  was  the  natural  remedy  ?  To  give  the 
temporary  appointment  to  the  President^  eub- 
jpct  in  the  usual  manner  to  the  confirmation  of 
the  Senate,  when  it  shoold  meet  And  to 
afford  them  time  for  deliberation,  the  duration 
of  the  temporary  appointment  was  exlendeid  to 
the  end  of  thdr  seesion.  The  evil  to  be  rem- 
edied by  this  proviso  was  the  vaconoy  ctf  u 
office  occurring  at  a  time  when  it  was  hnpos^ 
ble  for  the  President  to  submit  a  nomination  to 
tlie  Senate.  Such  would  be  the  case  of  an 
officer  dying  during  the  recess,  or  resigning  on 
the  day  of  our  at^oumment ;  or  of  a  Minister 
dying  in  a  distant  country  at  a  , time  during  the 
•session  when  it  wonld  be  impossible  to  know 
the  event  before  the  adjonmment  If,  in  these 
two  last  cases,  the  office  were  to  remain  vacant 
until  the  meetine  of  Congress,  the  remedy  in 
the  proviso  would  not  be  commensurate  to  the 
evil  it  was  intended  to  avoid.  There  would 
be  vacancies  when  it  was  the  evident  intmtion 
of  the  instmment  there  should  be  none.  I 
must  not  be  understood  as  saying  that  an  in- 
oonvenienoe  att«iding  any  construction  is  suf- 
ficient to  show  it  to  be  ftdse,  or  that  to  be  the 
tme  reading  which  avoids  it  Where  the 
words  ore  express — where  the  intention  is  evi- 
dent^ however  ino(mvenien1^  they  must  be 
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obejred.  Bat,  vrbere  the  words  will  admit  of 
an  mterpretatioa  whioh  ayoids  sach  an  evil  as 
must  have  been  foreseen,  and  caanot  be  sap- 
poaed  to  be  left  nnpnrrided-for,  there  the  ralea 
of  oonstrnotion  to  which  I  advert  will  apply. 
Before  we  consider  the  words  of  the  coDstitn- 
tion,  let  us  see  the  consequeoces  that  woald  re- 
sult from  an  adherence  to  what  is  perhaps  their 
litOTal  meaning.  The  collector  of  the  port  of 
Kew  York  dies  on  the  day  before  the  adjonm- 
ment  The  yacancy  cannot  be  filled  until  the 
December  following.  The  collection  of  one- 
third  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  mast 
be  left  in  irresponsible  hands.  The  commander 
of  a  military  district  in  time  of  war  dies — ^his 
)o98  cannot  be  snpplied — the  most  important 
operations  on  whidi  the  safety  of  the  country 
depends  must  be  ettqiped.  In  the  distant  oper- 
fttiona  of  your  navy,  the  same  or  a  greater  risk 
and  ineonvenienoe  oooors.  At  the  moment  cil 
ooDolnding  a  oommercial  arrangement,  by 
which  immense  advantages  are  to  be  aecnred, 
or  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  ia  to  save  Uie  conn- 
try  perhaps  from  devastation,  yonr  plenipoten- 
tiary dies  during  the  session  of  Congress,  but 
before  the  President  is  apprised  of  it.  He  can- 
not supply  his  place:  the  oommercial  advan- 
tages  are  lost — the  war  must  rage — the  country 
most  be  devastated :  beoaose,  according  to  the 
literal  construction  of  the  clause^  the  vacancy 
hfl^^mied  during  Uie  session,  not  in  the  recess. 
Tm  President  who  should  presume  to  remedy 
Uiese  evils,  would  be  guilty  of  a  "lawless usurp- 
ation of  unMHutitntionat  power."  And  the 
xealoua  guardians  of  our  rights  on  this  flow 
would  denounce  all  those  wao  might  presume 
to  ^ink  differently,  as  men  ready  to  lay  the 
rights  of  the  body  to  which  they  belong  at  the 
foet  of  Szecutive  power.  These,  sir,  and  a 
hundred  other  inconveniences  which  might  be 
stated,  and  not  only  possible,  but  probable,  but 
certain  and  inevitable,  and  must  occur  during 
the  long  series  of  ages  in  which  it  is  our  unan- 
imous prayer  that  our  oonstitaUon  may  live. 
Are  they  not  great  ?  Must  they  not  have  been 
lii^eseent  Could  they  have  escaped  the  wis- 
dom and  de^  foremdit  of  the  sages  who  framed 
the  oonstitntion  I  Have  they  not  provided  for 
tbemi  My  belief  is  that  they  have,  by  the 
wction  in  question.  The  Pr^dmt  by  it  is 
antiiorized  to  "  fill  np  all  vacancies  that  may  hai>- 
pen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate."  Now 
t^e  this  literally,  and  he  may  fill  up  vacancies 
in  the  Senate  itself— and  it  appears,  from  the 
Federalist,  tiiat  this  was  once  seriously  con- 
tended for.  But  this  cannot  be  the  true  con- 
struction, though  no  one  can  deny  that  it  is  the 
literal  one.  Why  t  Because  it  was  evidently 
the  intention  of  this  section  to  limit  it  to  the 
case  of  officers.  There  are,  then,  reasons 
whidi  Jnstify  a  departure  from  the  literal 
meaiUng  of  .t^  aeotum  in  this  inatanoe.  Are 
there  noDe  in  the  case  before  m?  I  thiok  they 
have  been  ^ready  sufficiently  pointed  out. 
Another,  perhuts,  of  some,  though  I  do  not 
think  of  oonolnnve  w«ght  1b,  that  the  omistion 


of  a  comma,  wltich  was  probably  inserted  in 
tiie  draught  after  the  wora  h^fpen,  may  have 
given  ri^  to  all  the  ambiguity  in  the  phrase. 
In  th^  case,  the  pralod  ducrlbed,  that  ia,^  the 
recess  of  tiie  Senate,  wonld  relate  to  the  ante- 
cedent power  of  filling  the  vacancy,  not  to  the 
occurrence  of  the  event  by  whioh  it  was  cre- 
ated. Ify  exposition  of  this  clause,  therefore, 
is,  that  it  permits  the  Preeident  to  fill  all  va- 
cancies in  any  of  the  enumerated  offices, 
whether  they  occur  daring  the  recess,  or  even 
during  the  session  of  tite  ^nate^  if  the  vacancy 
was  not  known  to  him,  or  could  not  be  snpplied 
during  the  session ;  but  that  be  wonld  be  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  duty  if  be  {^pointed  them  during 
the  session,  and  did  not  send  in  the  nomination 
to  the  Senate. 

It  was  said  on  I2iis  sabjeot,  that  no  President 
had  ever  dared  to  fill  np  on  orij^nal  vacancy  in 
an  office  after  the  md  of  tiie  aesdon  in  which 
the  law  which  created  the  office  had  passed. 
Whether  it  was  the  want  of  courage,  or  of  iu- 
clmation,  that  prevented  the  performance  of  an 
imwoper  act,  I  cannot  say.  But  as  it  is  admit- 
ted that  the  act  was  not  done,  perhaps  it  might 
be  quite  proper  to  attribute  it  to  the  latter 
cause.  But  the  fact,  if  it  be  one,  strongly  ex- 
emplifies my  construction.  Any  office,  first 
created  by  law,  must  be  vacant  at  the  moment 
the  law  is  approved  hy  the  President.  That 
must  necessanly  be  daring  the  session  of  the 
Senate.  He  is,  therefore,  bound  to  fill  it ;  be- 
cause the  vacanoy  not  only  happens  daring  the 
session,  bnt  it  also  comes  to  Eos  luiowledge  at 
that  period.  Bnt  suppose  a  law  to  be  passed, 
requiring  the  appointment  of  certain  officers, 
which  is  not  to  take  effect  until  a  distant  pe- 
riod, or  that  is  dependent  on  an  uncertain  event, 
and  at  tiiat  time  the  Senate  should  not  be  in 
session,  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  President 
would  be  authorized  to  make  a  temporary  ap- 
pointment to  fill  such  original  vacancy  f  If  he 
could,  by  what  authority  \  Fot  the  law  rarely ; 
for  that  cannot  alter  a  constitutional  right  of 
the  Senate,  nnless  the  office  he  an  Inferior  one, 
and  the  right  to  fill  it  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate  be  expressly  raven  by  the  law :  it 
nnnt  be  then  by  the  liberal  ooaatrootion  of  the 
section,  which  I  contend  is  the  true  oanstmo- 
tion.  On  which  subject,  sir,  pemut  me  to  state 
a  manifest  difference  in  the  rules  for  interpret* 
ing  the  constitntion.  When  the  qaestiou  la, 
whether  a  certain  power  is  granted  by  it  to  tlie 
General  Government,  or  reserved  to  the  States 
~in  that  case,  whenever  there  is  reasonable 
doubt,  the  power  onght  not  to  be  exercised. 
But  where  the  States  have  confessedly  parted 
with,  and  do  not  claim  the  power — where  it  is 
plainly  their  object  and  their  interest  that  it 
should  be  exercised  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  the  only  question  is,  by  what  branch, 
and  in  what  manner — tiien  the  true  mle  of  in> 
terpretation  is  that  which  will  give  effect  to 
the  power,  rather  tiian  that  which  would  de- 
stroy it  In  the  case  of  interfering  olunis  be- 
tween the  Statea  individually  and  ui^  ftderal 
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head,  the  mind  miut  be  oooTinoed  that  the 
power  in  qaeatlon  was  iotended  to  be  granted, 
Wore  it  can  oome  to  the  oonoludon  that  it  be- 
longs to  the  General  GoTemment.  Where 
there  is  donbt,  there  can  be  no  snch  conclnsion. 
Therefbre.  the  power  mnst  rest  as  it  was — ^Ukat 
ja,  with  ue  State  Government.  Bat  in  the 
question,  how  a  power  confessedly  granted  is 
to  be  exercised — then  such  absolute  certainty 
b  not  required.  The  first  dutjr  of  the  expositor 
is  to  adopt  some  conclndon  that  will  give  ef- 
fect to  the  declared  and  confessed  grant  of 
power.  And  althon^  there  may  be  doubts  as 
to  the  agency  by  which  the  intent  ia  to  be  exe- 
cuted, yet  they  most  be  weighed,  and  the  de- 
ddon  made  aooorting  to  the  prepondArance  of 
the  reasons  in  faTW  of  eithw  of  the  depart- 
ments doming  it.  Thus,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, it  is  the  undenied  and  express  intent  of 
the  oonsUtaUon  that  offices  should  be  filled  by 
the  PresidenL  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate  wnen  they  were  in  session,  and  by 
a  temporary  appointment  in  the  recess.  The 
evident  intent,  then,  is  that  there  shall  be  no 
vacancy.  The  words,  however,  give  rise  to 
two  eonitrnctlons.  By  the  one,  this  evident 
intent  will  be  carried  into  effect.  By  adopting 
it,  there  will  be  no  vaoanoy  for  a  longer  period 
than  lapses  before  it  comes  to  the  ^lowledge 
of  tiie  Freridmt.  By  the  otho-,  in  many  most 
important  eases  this  intent  will  be  defeated; 
the  office  must  remain  vacant  for  the  incon- 
venient, and  sometimes  exceedingly  injurions 
period  of  eight  or  nine  months.  Which  of  these 
constructions  are  we  to  adopt  f  I  ehonld  in- 
-line to  tiiink  the  former  would  not  only  be  the 
best  bnt  the  safest:  for  not  a  single  incon- 
venience, that  I  have  been  able  to  discover,  or 
that  has  bew  suggested,  will  attend  the  ap- 
pointment to  fill  a  vacancy  which  occurs  dur- 
ing the  session,  but  which  is  unknown  to  the 
president  until  the  recess — not  a  single  incon- 
venience that  will  not  occur  If  the  vaoanoy 
happens  in  the  recess :  while  the  neeesnlr  for 
filung  it  is  fqnally  evident  in  both  easea,  'Qen- 
OmnBO,  foe  whose  judgment  I  have  the  highest 
respect,  I  know,  difi'er  from  me  on  this  point ; 
and  it  is  probabI»  they  may  be  right.  I  express 
my  opinion  merely  l>eeanse  the  occasion  calls 
fbr  it,  and  my  constituents  and  the  public  have 
a  right,  in  the  station  I  occupy,  to  nnderstand 
it.  Bat  although  it  lies  at  uie  bottom  of  the 
ailment  which  has  l)een  used  by  the  Senator 
firom  Virginia,  I  do  not  think,  as  I  hope  to 
^ow,  that  it  is  the  point  on  wUoh  the  presoit 
question  is  to  be  decided. 

The  reasoning  I  have  hitherto  used,  is  ap- 
pUcable  to  the  wpointment  of  al  officers,  as 
well  liDiusters  to  fOTeign  powers  as  others ;  but 
there  are  reasons  peomiar  to  the  fbrmer,  which 
place  the  authority  to  commission  them  during 
the  recess  on  a  different  ground.  The  office  of 
Kinistor  to  a  foreign  power  derives  its  author- 
Hj  from  the  law  of  nations.  The  intercourse 
which  the  political  relation  of  difibrent  States  to- 
wards each  other  in  modem  times  requires,  their 


mutual  wants,  and  the  conu^  which  ensts  be- 
tween them,  render  the  frequent,  and  gen«-idly 
the  permanent,  intervention  of  a^nts  from  one 
to  the  other  necessary.  Every  civilized  nation 
must  necessarily  have  the  power  of  appointing 
and  receiving  such  agents  vested  in  some  one 
or  more  of  its  departments.  In  the  Oonstita- 
tlon  of  the  United  States  this  power  is  divided : 
the  President  alone  has  the  right  to  receive 
foreign  Ministers,  and  by  the  power  to  make 
treaties,  subpect  to  the  assent  of  the  Senate, 
that  of  makiDg  these  treaties  himself  or,  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  that  of  appointing  the 
persons  by  whom  th^  are  to  Iw  made.  No 
law,  therefore,  was  necessary  to  give  efffect  to 
the  ezennse  of  this  ftmoticai.  The  moment  the 
first  President  entered  into  office,  he  had  the 
right  to  perform  it,  either  by  himsdf,  or  by 
o&ers. 

The  laws  of  nations,  however,  to  which  I 
have  referred,  make  a  distinction,  as  I  hope 
abundanUy  to  prove,  between  two  classes  of 
agents  by  whom  the  diplomatic  intercourse 
may  be  carried  on;  it  distioguishes  between 
public  Mimsters  and  private  agents.  In  the 
first  are  included  ambassadors,  envoys,  ordi- 
nary and  extraordinary,  Uinistora  residoit, 
cliarg^s  d'affaires,  consuls,  Ac.  In  tlie  second 
class  there  can  be  no  gradation  of  rank,  bnt 
the  powers  may  be  as  extensive  as  those  given 
to  any  of  the  ouiers.  The  power  to  make  treft' 
ties,  thai,  indudes  that  of  appointing  agents,  as 
well  of  the  one  as  of  the  other  class.  Bnt  the 
oonstitotion  has  placed  a  limitetlon  on  the 
power  of  appointing  those  of  the  first  class; 
and  having  given  none  to  that  of  the  second, 
the  Preudent  has  it  without  restriction.  In 
this  branch  of  the  argoment,  however,  oar  in- 
quiry relates  to  the  pohlio  Ministers  only ;  and 
the  question  is,  whether  the  President  has  a 
right  to  ^point  snob  IGnisters  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  t&ther  to  a  power  to 
whom  we  befbre  had  sent  no  sndi  Ministw,  or 
to  fill  A  vacancy  in  the  mission  to  a  country 
where  we  before  had  a  lOnlster,  if  that  vacancy 
should  have  occurred  during  the  session  of  the 
Senate.  This  is  here  the  st^e  question,  for  t 
admit,  that,  in  all  cases  ftf  appointment  to  pub- 
lic foreign  missions,  made  in  the  recess,  the 
President  is  bound  to  submit  the  nomination  to 
the  Senate  at  its  next  meeting.  This  is  my  rea- 
soning on  that  subject.  Having  the  power  to 
make  treatiea,  afterwards  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Senate,  the  President  has  the  right  to  select 
the  nation  with  whom  snch  treaties  are  to  be 
made,  and  the  time  most  fiivorable  for  making 
them.  That  thne  naj  ocoor  during  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  and  he  therefore  has  the  power 
to  fill  the  original  vaoanoy  by  the  appointment 
of  a  public  Minister:  hot,  in  that  oase,  if  the 
negotiation  is  carried  on  by  such  Minister,  he 
mnst  send  in  the  nomination  to  the  Senate  at 
some  time  during  their  session,  if  he  wishes  the 
appointment  to  continne  beyond  that  period. 
If^  on  the  ccmtrary,  he  finds  no  ocoarion  for  ex- 
tending the  powers  of  thtt  Minister  beyond  the 
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time  at  wliicfa  hU  oommissba  woold  eipire  by 
tiie  constitntioDal  Hmitalion ;  if  be  knows,  for 
example,  that  the  treaty  will  be  made  at  that 
time,  or  the  negotiation  will  be  broken  <M,  be 
may,  at  his  discretion,  omit  sending  in  the  name 
for  confirmatioa.  He  mast  do  this,  as  he  does 
all  other  discretionary  acta,  under  hia  responsi- 
bility -to  the  nation ;  but,  in  my  opinifni,  he 
dearly  has  the  power. 

The  error,  as  it  appears  to  me,  lies  in  oonsid- 
oiog  tiie  mission  to  each  ooart  as  s  separate 
ftnd  distinct  office :  whereas  the  office  of  am- 
bassador or  IGnister  plenipotentiary  is  a  general 
<me,  subject  to  the  Prendent's  direction  where 
he  is  to  be  sent  He  is  a  Minister  to  reside  at 
each  a  place ;  an  ambassador  to  ^  to  sooh  a 
sovereign.  Soppose  the  ooostitat»<m  had,  in 
express  terms,  said,  the  President  ^all.  have 
the  power  to  appoint  messengers  to  carry  de- 
spatches to  dififerent  courts — ^woold  tJie  mes- 
senser  to  London,  the  one  to  Paris,  or  St  Pe- 
tM^urg,  be  several  and  distinct  officers,  or 
would  the  office  be  the  substance,  and  the  des- 
tination an  accident,  liable  to  be  varied,  with- 
ont  altering  the  chanoter  of  the  qtpi^tmentf 
Again.;  if  the  President  had  been  authorized 
to  Mipoint  jnstices  of  the  peace  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  surely  he  might  apportion  them 
to  the  different  cities ;  and  their  particular  des- 
tination wonld  not  m^e  tiie  justice  for  one 
town  an  officer  different  in  kind  ftom  the  jus- 
tice of  another.  The  constitution  pnts  the 
offices  of  public  ikGnisters  precisely  on  the  same 
footing :  it  does  not  limit  the  number,  nor  has 
any  law  made  such  limitation :  as  it  now  stands, 
and  ever  has  stood,  and  must  remtun,  nntil  the 
L^palatore  shall  declare  how  many  officers  of 
tins  description  thme  shsli  be,  it  is  necessarily 
a  matter  of  sonnd  discretitm  with  tiie  Freddent 
to  what  courts  the  exigencies  of  tiie  eonntry 
reqmre  that  a  public  randent  Ministw  shoold 
be  sent.  In  case  of  a  new  mission,  as  bis  nom- 
ination may  be  r^eoted,  ^ther  because  the  Sen- 
ate think  the  mission  inexpedient,  or  because 
tiiey  disapprove  of  the  man,  he  will  generally 
avoid  mumg  such  appointments,  without  oon- 
enlting  the  Senate  by  submitting  the  nomina- 
tion, unless  the  exigency  of  the  case  reqnires  it. 
And  as  to  the  existence  of  such  necessity,  he 
must  stand  upon  his  responsibility  to  the  peo- 
ple;  to  be  enforced,  in  case  of  an  unwise  exer- 
dse  the  power,  by  their  voice  of  disapproba- 
tion — a  Bufficiait  sanction  to  a  man  of  charac- 
ter ;  and,  in  case  of  a  corropt  raeroise.  by  im- 
peaehmeoL  And  it  must  fhrther  be  obsttTedf 
tiiat  tiie  two  Houses  have  each  a  check  «i  any 
extravagance  of  this  kind,  by  tiie  appropria- 
tion. 

.  But  that  no  limitation  ns  to  the  particular 
destination  of  the  Ministers  was  intended  to  be 
made  by  law,  is  proved  by  the  first  ^propria- 
tion  bill  passed  m  1790,  where  $40,000  is  ap- 
propriated, not  for  the  support  of  particular 
missions,  but  "  for  the  snpport  of  snca  pers(nis 
as  he  (the  Pretictent)  shall  commisrion  to  serve 
the  United  States  £a  fbre^  parts,"  nd  Ibr 
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tbdr  inddoital  expenses ;  and  its  only  limiea- 
tion  is  that  oS  their  compensation  for  the  dif- 
ferent grades,  which  has  remuned  unchanged 
to  the  present  day. 

The  prominent  and  striking  case  of  Ministers 
appointed  to  make  peace  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  stood  so  directiy  in  tbe  way  of  the 
position  which  denies  the  [>ower  to  create  a 
sew  miaeion  in  tbe  recess,  that  the  absolute 
neoeetilT  of  removiDg  or  gating  round  it  was 
^(parent.  Bnt  it  ocnud  not  b«  removed.  There 
it  stand8-4ts  existenoe  evident— its  oonstito- 
tionalitjr  not  donbted— its  absdnte  neoossity 
onqueetioned.  What  was  to  be  dcme?  The 
ingenuity  of  the  Senator  from  Yiivinia  (Mr. 
Tazkwxll)  has  provided  a  remedy.  The  whole 
is  referred  to  the  war-making  powers.  The 
Prefadent  is  commander-in-chief  of  the  army. 
He  may  find  it  necessary  to  make  an  armistice. 
He  may  effeot  this  by  such  agents  as  he  t^nks 
proper.  The  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  of  peace 
are  not  Mioisters ;  they  are  agents  to  n^otiate 
an  armistice.  As  well,  says  he,  may  you  call 
the  officer  sent  to  negotiate  an  exchange  of 
inisoners,  or  settle  the  terms  of  o»^tnlation  for 
s  fbrtreas :  as  well  might  yon  call  him  a  Min- 
ister, as  the  persons  sent  to  settie  tiie  armis- 
tice. 

It  is  somewhat  unfortnnate  for  this  araument 
that  n^otiators  for  peace  are  invariably  plenipo- 
tentiaries ;  that  their  authority  is  anthentioated 
by  tiie  same  broad  seal  that  is  supposed  to  have 
added  so  much  dignity  to  the  diplomatio  char- 
acter of  Messrs.  Omey,  Biddle,  and  Bhind ;  that 
they  are  civil,  not  military  officers ;  that  they 
exchange  their  full  powers  with  those  wita 
whom  they  treat;  that  the  agreements  tiiey 
mtikb  are  not  annii^oes— intervals  between  acts 
of  hostility — ^bnt  treaties  (tf  peace|.  which  put 
an  end  to  them ;  and  that  nlnefy-nine  times  in 
a  hundred,  the  putting  an  end  to  hostilities  is 
<Hily  one  out  of  many  of  the  stipalations  con- 
tained in  a  treaty  of  peace.  The  power  <^ 
making  it,  therefore,  is  not  a  branch  of  the  war 
power,  but  of  that  which  is  its  very  antagonist 
tbe  power  to  make  treaties.  A  stipulation  that 
the  nations  between  whom  it  is  contraotMl  diall 
remain  at  peace  with  each  other,  even  sliould  it 
oontiun  no  other  agreement,  would  be  as  mnch 
a  treaty  as  any  other  that  ever  was  made.  It 
is  called  by  that  name ;  it  is  negotiated  by  the 
same  means ;  requires  the  same  ceremonies  in 
its  inception,  and  tiie  same  ratification  for  its 
validity  as  other  treaties  are.  Why,  then,  edl 
it  an  armistice,  which  is  never  ratified  1^  the 
treaty-making  power  of  the  nation  t  Wh/ 
liken  it  to  the  capitulation  of  a  fcfftress,  or  an 
exchange  of  prisoners?  Be<»a8e  the  argumoit 
showea  tiiat  nere,  at  least,  was  a  case  in  which 
the  coQStitntion  could  not  bear  the  strict  verbd 
constractioQ  that  was  contended  for ;  and  the 
precedent  proved  that  it  had  been  d^>arted  from 
in  practice,  and  that  tbe  departure  had  never 
been  qnestioned,  much  less  stigmatized,  by  the 
epithets  so  liberally  bestowed  on  the  Turkish 
AH  this  made  it  noeossary  either  to 
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ftbudtn  the  argmDent,  or  give  snotiier  dharae- 
tw  to  the  power  of  appointing  MinisterB  hi  tiie 
noesB  to  stop  the  ravaRU  m  war,  when  per- 
haps its  oontinnaikoe  migiit  endanger  tbe  exint- 
wee  ct  the  nation.  A  treat;^  of  peooe  ia,  for 
this  reason,  called  an  anniBtioe,aad  the  Minister 
plenipotentiary  who  oonolodes  it,  is,  by  the  argu- 
ment, placed  on  the  same  footing  with  the  Bob- 
altem  who  is  led  blindfolded  into  tibe  posteni 
of  a  besieged  fort,  to  sanunon  it  to  sorreoder. 

Bat  the  Senator  shall  have  it  which  waj  be 
pleases.  The  power  to  pnt  an  end  to  a  destrao- 
tlre  war,  by  the  appointoient  of  Ministers  in 
flie  recess  of  the  Senate,  is  acknowledged.  Is 
it  the  ^btM  enrotse  of  a  power  nnder  the 
•omtitatlont  Then  It  can  <my  be  by  giring 
to  the  dense  the  eonstrootion  which  I  have  put 
npon  it.  Is  it  a  power  over  the  oonstitntion  ? 
nien  the  same  end  wluch  I  contend  for,  by  a 
leptimate  constntetion,  ia  to  be  allowed  by  the 
dtuigerons  plea  of  necessity — the  tyrant's  plea 
— which  may  not  exist  when  used  even  to  jus- 
tify a  peace.  It  may  be  hnmane,  and  conven- 
ient, and  proper,  to  put  an  end  to  the  devasta- 
tions of  war ;  bnt  nntil  the  existenoe  of  the 
nation  is  at  stake,  nntil  peace  alone  can  save  it 
from  destmetitn),  there  is,  properly  speaking, 
no  necessity.  What  shall  be  the  case  of  necee- 
dty,  tiien,  mnst  be  determined  by  the  party 
who  is  to  himself  of  the  plea;  and,  if 
admitted,  will  be  Ibond  to  emwaee  all  cases 
that  are  mnnd  convenient.  And  if  the  plea  of 
necessity  be  admitted  to  Justify-  a  treaty  of 
peace,  made  by  lOnlstors  appointed  in  the  re- 
eeas,  why  may  it  not  cover  a  like  appointment 
for  making  a  treaty  of  commerce,  or  boondw^, 
or  oesskni,  which  could  only  be  made  at  that 
timet 

Bat  is  it  possible  the  sE^es  and  practical 
■tatesmen  who  framed  opr  form  of  Government 
ihoald  not  have  foreseen  snch  ordinary  md 
indeed  inevitable  ocoorrences;  or  that,  fore- 
■eeing,  tiiey  should  not  have  provided  for  them  ? 
Ji  it  posiible  tiliat  they  could  have  left  the  pow- 
er of  making  peaoe-Hitizing  an  adiwitagoous 
oecorrenoe  to  make  an  important  treaty — or 
fflUng  an  important  offioe,  during  the  recess  of 
the.  Senate,  to  be  justified  by  necessity  f  The 
Idea  is  an  imputation  on  their  wisdom  or  their 
patriotism,  which  they  do  not  deserve.  They 
old  foresee — they  did  provide.  And  when  they 
gave  to  the  President  the  power  to  make  trea- 
ties, salyect  to  t^e  assent  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Beute,  liiey  gave  htm  the  power  to  appoint  the 
lUnisters  by  whose  agency  they  were  to  be 
made ;  otherwise,  we  should  exhibit  the  strange 
apeetade  oi  a  wise  nation,  which  had  so  cun- 
itii^  contrived  its  Oovemment,  as  to  deprive 
k,  in  cm^Janotures  that  mostfreqaenUy  happen, 
of  the  means  of  making  peace,  avdling  itsiuf  of 
fiivwaUe  drcnmatanoes  to  seonre  oommennal 
•dvantagaa^  ot  fiUing  aome  of  the  most  impor- 
tant offioea. 

Bnt  the  power  m^  be  abased  1  The  Presi- 
dtntmay  ^tpmnt  a  host  of  Xinisters,  and  drdn 
yonr  Treawry  ly  the  payment  of  thdr  ialariea. 
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These  Minister*  mi^  make  bad  treaties  I  He 
nu^  eompromit  onr  nentrality  by  aoknowled^ 
ing  one  cNf  thoae  new  powers  which  are  du^ 
^rinf^g  into  existence  I 

Alas  I  yes,  dr,  it  is  most  true ;  unfortunately 
there  is  no  power  you  can  give,  that  is  not  lia- 
ble to  abase.  It  cannot  be  denied ;  and  the 
observation  makes  np  for  its  want  of  novelty 
by  its  acknowledged  truth.  In  every  GKivem- 
ment,  check  and  balance  it  as  you  will,  some- 
where there  must  be  confidence ;  and,  until  we 
can  find  men  of  unerring  wisdom  and  inoor- 
ruptible  integrity,  blind  to  the  allurements  of 
popularity — deaf  to  the  voice  of  interest,  fa,vor, 
or  affection — ^that  is  to  say,  until  we  can  find 
men  who  are  not  men,  that  ocmfidenoe  will  at 
timea  be  abused.  But  it  must  be  f^ven.  And 
it  so  happens  that  there  ia  no  power  con- 
fessedly given  to  the  President,  that  is  not  lia- 
ble to  greater  and  more  fatal  abuse  than'  this. 
You  fear  war  from  fab  sending  a  Minister  to  one 
of  those  new  powers  wldoh  are  yet  unacknowl- 
edged by  the  rest  of  the  world ;  and  yet  you 
cannot  deny  that  he  has  the  right  to  receive  a 
Hinister  from  one  of  those  powers,  without 
consulting  the  Senate  or  House  of  jEtepresentar 
taves.  Yon  will  not  trust  him  with  sendijig  a 
Minister,  lest  he  should  involve  you  in  a  war: 
and  yet  yon  confess  that  he  has  the  uncontrolled 
command  of  your  army  and  your  navy— 4nstm- 
menta,  if  he  wtahea  war,  in&iitely  bettw  fitted 
toprodooeit. 

You  apprehend  that  he  may  lavish  your 
treasures  in  the  salaries  of  a  few  Ministers,  at 
the  same  moment  that  yon  give  him  the  control 
of  all  the  officers  emt^loyed  in  the  collection  of 
your  revenue.  You  dread  that  he  may  reward 
his  favorites  by  appointments  to  embassies  in 
the  reoess ;  and  yet  no  man  can  obtain  an  offioe 
of  any  description,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest  of  those  which  are  sabmitted  to  the 
Senate,  but  by  his  previous  nomination.  Yon 
are  obliged  to  swallow  the  camel— why  strain 
at  the  gnat? 

We  now  approach  nearer  to  tiie  very  case 
which  has  excited  this  holy  indignation  against 
Executive  encroachment  and  nsnrpaUon:  er- 
cited  it — if  I  may  be  permitted  to  use  a  phrase 
which  did  not  seem  to  find  favor  with  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  when  it  was  uttered  by 
another,  (Mr.  EAirE,>---excited  it  too  late — too 
late,  indeed,  says  he,  to  save  this  mortal  stab  at 
the  constitution ;  but  not  too  late  to  preserve 
the  Senate  from  participating  in  the  parricidal 
act  Here  I  must  take  leave  to  differ.  The 
stroke,  if  it  be  one,  was  fpven  in  the  earliest 
day  of  onr  national  existence.  It  has  been  re- 
peated by  every  Pretident  who  has  sat  in  the 
Executive  obdr;  every  Senate,  and  every  House 
<^  Representativea,  have  been  aeoesaories  to  tiie 
crime ;  and  we  ourselves  have  not  yet  washed 
our  hands  from  the  blood  of  the  victim.  I 
must  be  permitted,  therefore,  to  repeat,  that,  in 
my  poor  opinion,  it  Is  now  too  late  even  to 
prevent  the  participation  of  the  Senator  him- 
adf ;  not  too  late^  however,  for  him  to  ahoT 
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Hb  seal,  eiiei|;7f  and  eloquence  in  defence  of 
the  conatitntion,  all  which  I  greatly  admire  and 
respect,  althoagh  I  cannot  participate  In  the 
feelings  that  have  excited  them. 

In  another  point  of  view,  I  cannot  but  regret 
that  the  discossioD  had  not  taken  place  at  an 
earlier  time,  and  nnder  other  circamstances. 
The  fall  development  of  the  subject  would  re- 
qalre  a  reference  to  matters  which  all  may 
speak  of  bat  ourselves ;  and  although  I  o^not 
bat  feel  much  embarrassment  in  the  endeavor 
to  avoid  disclosing  the  "  secrets  of  ottr  prison- 
hoose,"  I  shall,  in  the  little  1  have  further  to 
Bay  on  the  aal^eot,  carefully  avoid  any  improper 
dieelosare,  by  oonfining  my  remaru  m  the 
defence  to  those  drcimutanoes  which  have 
been  animadverted  on  in  nuddng  the  chai^. 

The  immediate  causes  of  complaint,  then,  are, 
first,  that  Kessrs.  Offley,  Rhind,  and  Biddle 
were  appointed  by  the  President,  in  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  tbe 
Porte — ^that  being  a  new  mission ;  and,  second- 
ly, that  if  it  h»I  been  even  the  filling  of  a 
vacancy,  the  Freudent  ooght  to  have  submitted 
the  nomination  to  the  Senate  at  its  then  next 
•meeting. 

The  first  error  here  is  one  of  fact.  This  was 
not  a  new  mission.  Commodore  Crane  and 
Mr.  Offley  were  sent  by  Mr.  Adams,  for  the 
same  purpose,  to  the  same  court.  They  had 
efiectea  nothing,  and  a  new  commission  was 
instituted,  consisting  of  Ht.  Rhind,  Ctnnmodore 
Biddle,  and  Mr.  Offley.  Here  was  then  a  vacan- 
Cff,  if  that  shoold  be  required — a  vacancy  cre- 
ated by  revoking  the  powers  of  one  set  of 
agents,  and  giving  them  to  others ;  and  if  a 
vacancy,  then,  according  to  the  most  scrupn- 
louB,  a  right  in  the  President  to  fill  it  The 
next  error  is  one  partly  of  fact — partly  of  cou- 
Btruotjon.  It  consists  in  giving  to  those  com- 
missioners Uie  i^pellation  of  public  Ministers, 
and  thus  bringing  them  within  -the  proviso  of 
tto  oonatitntion,  which  directs  that  audi  officers 
Bhall  be  appointed  with  tito  advioB  and  oonaent 
of  the  Senate. 

The  distinction  that  was  made  by  the  Senator 
fi'om  Illinois,  and  supported  by  a  reference  to 
high  authority  on  the  law  of  natious,  did  not 
make  upon  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  the 
impression  it  seemed  to  do  upon  the  rest  of  the 
Senate.  It  is  a  well-foundMl  distinction,  that 
which  he  thus  ur^ed,  between  a  public  Minister 
and  a  secret  agent.  It  seems  to  be  thought 
that  the  nature  and  style  of  the  mission  is  to 
be  determined  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
powers  are  authenticated — not  by  the  character 
given  iu  those  powers.  Sir,  there  are  grades  in 
(Uplomaey  which  give  diffinwit  rank  and  privi- 
leges— ^from  an  ambassador  to  a  secret  agent. 
The  lowest,  of  these  may  ha^e,  for  the  porpose 
of  binding  the  party  he  represents,  the  same 
powers  that  are  usually  vested  in  the  highest 
A  chargfi  d'affures  may  be  ordered  to  make  a 
treaty,  or  to  compliment  a  sovereign  on  his 
acceanon ;  bnt  he  Is  neither  more  nor  leas  than 
•  ohavig^  d*a£Eiidres— so  the  aama  acts  may  be 


done  by  a  secret  agent,  having  no  public  dlplo- 
niatic  character. 

Ambassadors  and  other  public  Ministers  are 
directed  to  be  appointed  by  the  Preeident,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate ; 
because  public  missioog  required  no  secrecy, 
although  their  instructions  might.  But  the 
ft-amers  of  the  constitution  knew  the  necessity 
of  missions,  of  which  not  only  the  object  but 
the  existenoe  should  be  kept  secret  They 
therefore  wisely  made  the  co-operation  of  the 
Senate  ultimately  necessary  in  the  first  instance, 
but  left  the  appointment  solely  to  the  President 
in  the  last 

In  the  very  instance  before  us,  if  the  preead- 
ing  efforts  to  fonn  a  treaty  shoold  have  feiled 
from  too  great  a  publicity  being  given  to  a 
mission  intended  to  be  kept  secret;  If  it  should 
have  been  defeated  by  the  interference  of  other 
powers;  and  if  whatever  success  the  present 
attempt  has  had,  might  be  attributed  to  the 
secrecy  with  which  the  principal  agent  left  the 
United  States,  and  the  ignorance  of  his  object 
which  prevailed  among  the  ministers  of  otiter 
powers  at  Constantinople ;  if  it  should  turn 
out  that  these  thiugs  were  so^  would  they  not 
form  strong  proofe  of  the  utility  of  the  distinc- 
tion between  those  different  kinds  of  agencies ; 
the  public,  by  means  of  public  acknowledged 
Ministers;  the  private,  by  agents  specially 
authorized  to  perform  a  certain  act,  unknown 
to  all  but  those  with  whom  they  treat. 

Bnt  fault  is  found  with  the  manner  in  which 
these  agents  were  constituted.  Their  powere, 
it  is  said,  were  nnder  the  broad  seal  of  the 
United  States,  certified  by  the  signature  of  the 
President  This  broad  seal,  or  great  seal,  as  it 
is  alternately  called,  makes  a  great  figure  in  the 
argument  Let  the  President,  says  the  Senator, 
send  his  agents,  his  mc^ngers,  his  spies,  where 
he  pleases — let  them  be  kicked  and  cuffed  by 
the  anthoritieB  to  which  they  go,  he  cares  not. 
But  the  broad  seal,  the  great  seal,  shonld  never 
be  profaned  to  such  vUe  uses.  Now,  rir,  I  am 
not  quite  so  indifferent  about  the  usage  our 
agent^  may  receive,  whether  they  are  commis- 
sioned under  the  great  or  the  little  seal,  or  by 
no  seal  at  alL  But  I  should  be  glad  to  know  in 
what  manner  a  Pre«dent  is  to  signify  to  a 
foreign  State  his  confidence  in  the  agent  he 
employs,  or  the  powers  with  which  he  chooses 
to  mveet  him,  in  any  other  manner  than  by  his 
signature  to  those  powers,  and  the  addition  of 
the  seal  of  the  United  States,  which  authenti- 
cates it.  To  deny  the  use  of  these  proofs  of 
the  commisdon  given  to  such  agents,  is  to  say 
that  they  shall  d<^  be  employed,  because  they 
can  transact  no  bnriness  with  a  foreign  power 
without  the  usual  proofs  of  their  mission. 
But  the  riffht  to  employ  them  is  abundantly 
proved  by  the  laws  of  nations,  and,  as  I  sh^ 
show,  by  the  constitution;  and  a  uniform  prac- 
tice under  it;  therefore,  the  use  of  the  seal 
makes  no  difference  in  the  nature  of  the  mis- 
sion. They  are  private  agents  for  the  transac- 
tion of  the  bomeas  of  the  nation :  jnibUc  Lt^  In 
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one  Bfflise,  die  reverse  of  secret ;  lat,  in  an- 
other, it  means  what  appertains  to  tlie  nation ; 
and,  in  this  acceptation,  there  is  no  confoanding 
of  terms,  by  saymg  that  a  secret  agent  maj  be 
appointed  to  transact  pnblio  bonnesB.  The 
oommis^oners  to  the  Porte  were  saefa  secret 
acents ;  their  commission,  though  it  gave  them 
plenipotenUary  powers  for  a  nationu  purpose, 
was  a  secret  agency,  and  the  I^ident  was 
nnder  no  necessity  to  nominate  them  to  the 
Senate ;  it  would  have  been  an  act  of  impra- 
dence  if  he  had  done  so,  and  the  treaty  would, 
most  probables  have  &iled. 
Bir,  I  afionia  be  the  last  man  who  would  Im- 

Ste  to  any  honorable  member  of  this  body 
i  indiscretion  of  divulging  any  thing  confi- 
dentially oonunitted  to  us.  Bat  I  put  it  to  the 
Senator  who  t<dd  us  how  safely  all  negotiations 
might  be  intrusted  to  its  management,  whether 
he  ever  knew  any  important  subject  of  our  con- 
fidential debates  that  was  not  first  whispered 
abont  in  the  taverns  of  the  city,  and  soon  after- 
wards alluded  to  in  the  public  papers.  The 
very  sal^ect  before  us  is  an  instance  of  what  I 
say ;  the  injunction  of  secrecy  is  not  removed, 
and  yet  providons,  which  it  is  supposed  that 
treaty  contains,  are  as  common  a  topic  of  dis- 
onadon  as  if  it  had  been  published ;  nay,  in  the 
warmth  of  debate,  here,  with  open  doors — but, 
rir,  I  will  pursue  that  subjecf  no  fkirther,  lest  I 
mi^t,in  my  own  conduct,  afibrd  a  proof  of 
what  I  anert.  Suffer  me  to  repeat,  that  if  ever  ; 
there  was  a  justification  for  the  employmfflit  of 
a  secret  agency,  the  otrcnmstanoes  of  this  case 
afibrd  it  If  ever  there  was  a  case  In  which 
the  difBcnlty  of  oonSning  to  these  walls  what 
passes  within  them  when  our  doors  are  shut, 
this  is  that  case. 

Grant  that  these  were  secret  agents,  and  not 
public  Uinisters :  it  is  said,  with  a  triumphant 
tone,  show  the  power  of  the  President  to  ap- 
point them.  BiTj  I  will  do  this,  so  that  every 
unbelieving  poUtioal  apostle  who  doubts,  may 
not  only  hear  and  see.  but  shall  Uy  his  finger 
on  the  clause.  It  Is  found  In  the  express,  un- 
equivocal authority  given  to  the  President  to 
make  treaties.  under  this  power,  he  himself 
aboold  m^e  a  treaty  with  a  forei^  Minister, 
ftud  subnut  it  to  the  Senate,  oould  it  be  object- 
ed to  as  being  unconstitutionally  negotiated  t 
Sorely  not  by  those  who  contend  for  literal 
c(Mistmotions.  But  no  one  has  denied  that  he 
may  do  it  also  by  others ;  must  such  others  be 
ambassadors  or  public  Ministers  ?  Where  is  the 
clause  that  restncts  bim  to  such  agents }  We 
have  seen  that,  by  the  law  of  nations,  other 
grades  are  known  and  employed  nnder  the  title 
of  secret  agents.  What  title  in  the  oonstHution, 
what  forced  construction  of  any  word  it  con- 
tains, can  be  made  to  show  that  he  may  not 
make  choice  of  them  when  he  deems  it  expe- 
dient} There  is  none.  The  power  to  make 
treaties  is  ^ven,  and  with  it  the  power  to  em- 
ploy all  proper  means  to  effect  it  ■  secret  sgents 
are  at  tunes  proper  means,  and  tberefi>re  he 
maj  empkj  tu«n;  ihentan,  ho  must  employ 
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them  whenever  he  thinks  publioity  would  en- 
danger the  &tlnre  of  his  object.  Now,  sir,  let 
us  see  whether  a  practical  constmotion,  in 
every  thing  conformable  to  the  principles  I  Have 
l«d  down,  has  not  been  pursued,  and  from 
what  period.  A  uniform  practice  in  conformity 
with  any  particular  construction  is  always 
strong  evidence  that  its  first  construction  is  cor- 
rect ;  as  applied  to  our  constitution,  it  is  par- 
ticularly persuasive,  if  it  arose  under  the  man- 
agement of  those  who  framed  the  instmment, 
and  best  knew  its  intent ;  and  it  becomes  almost 
conclusive,  if  the  practice  has  been  uninterrupt- 
ed and  unquestioned.  All  these  eharaoteiiaticsi 
unless  I  greatly  deceive  myself  will  be  fbund  in 
tiie  succession  of  acts  to  which  I  now  invite  the 
attention  of  the  Senate. 

The  practice  of  appointing  secret  agenta  is 
coeval  with  our  existence  as  a  nation,  and  goes 
beyond  our  acknowledgment  as  such  by  other 
powers.  All  those  great  men  who  have  figured 
m  the  history  of  onr  diplomacy,  began  their 
career,  and  performed  some  of  their  most  im- 
portant services  in  the  capacity  of  secret  agents, 
with  full  powers.  Franklin,  Adams,  Lee, 
were  onl^  commis^oners ;  and  in  negotiating  a- 
treaty  with  tiie  Emperor  of  Morocco,  the  selec- 
tion of  the  secret  agent  was  left  to  the  Ministers 
appointed  to  make  the  treaty :  and,  according- 
ly, in  the  year  1785,  Mr.  Adama  ana  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son appointed  Thomas  Barclay,  who  went  to 
Morocco  and  made  a  treaty,  which  was  ratffled 
by  the  Ministers  at  Puis. 

These  instances  show  that,  even  prior  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Pederal  Government,  secret 
plenipotentiaries  were  known,  as  well  in  the 

{iractioe  of  our  own  country  as  in  the  general 
aw  of  nations :  and  that  these  secret  agents 
were  not  on  a  level  with  messengers,  letter-car- 
riers, or  spies,  to  whom  it  has  oeen  found  ne- 
cessary in  aixument  to  assimilate  them.  On 
the  80th  March,  1796,  in  tiie  reoess  <tf  the  Sen- 
ate by  letters  patent  under'  t&e  great  broad 
seal  of  the  United  States,  and  the  rignature  of 
their  President,  (that  Preddent  being  George 
Washington,)  countersigned  by  the  Secretu'y  of 
State,  David  Humplireys  yraa  appointed  com- 
missioner plenipotentiaiy  for  negotiating  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  Aljpers,  By  instructions  ft-om 
the  President,  he  was  afterwards  authorized  to 
employ  Joseph  Donaldson  as  agent  In  that  busi- 
ness. In  May,  of  the  same  year,  he  did  appoint 
Donaldson,  who  went  to  Algiers,  and  in  Sep- 
tember of  the  same  year  concluded  a  treaty  with 
the  Dey  and  Divan,  vlUoh  was  confirmed  by 
Humphreys,  at  Lisbon,  on  the  28th  Kovwnber 
in  tiie  same  year,  and  afterwu-ds  ratified  by  the 

Senate  on  the —  day  of  ,  1796,  and  on 

act  passed  both  Houses  on  6th  May,  1796,  ap- 

Sropriating  a  large  sum,  twenty-five  thousand 
ollors  annually,  for  oariTing  it  into  effect 
I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  all  the 
facts  of  this  case,  with  the  previous  remark, 
that  the  construction  which  it  ^ves  to  the  con- 
stitution was  made  in  tiie  earliest  years  of  the 
Fednal  Oorermnent,  by  the  man  who  presided 
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in  the  convention  which  made  that  constitu- 
tion, acting  with  the  adrice  and  assistanoe  of 
the  leadiDg  members  of  that  body,  all  fresh  from 
its  disonasion ;  men  who  had  taken  prcnninent 
parte  in  every  question  that  arose.  Iliatinthe 
Senate  which  ratified  it,  and  in  the  House  of 
Bepresentatires  which  carried  it  into  execution, 
were  several  members,  not  only  of  the  conven- 
ttou  when  it  was  formed,  but  of  the  State  as- 
semblies where  it  was  discussed,  analyzed,  every 
hidden  defect  brought  to  light ;  every  possible 
inconvenience  predicted;  every  construction 
given  that  ingenuity,  sharpened  by  opposition 
and  party  feeling,  could  conceive ;  where 
amendments  were  proposed,  to  remedy  appre- 
hended evil;  whore  it  was  examined,  article 
by  article,  phrase  by  phrwe,  not  a  word,  not  a 
ayllable,  escaping  thnr  inqaiatorial  scrutiny. 
Tet,  by  those  men,  wiUi  this  perfect  and  recent 
knoirledse  d  the  constitution,  aoUng  auder  the 
solemn  obligaUon  to  preserve  it  inviolate,  and 
wiUiout  aaj  possible  motive  to  make  them  for- 
get their  duty,  was  this  first  precedent  set; 
without  a  single  doubt  on  the  mmd  that  it  was 
correct ;  without  protest,  withont  even  remark. 
A  precendent  going  the  ftUl  length  of  that  which 
is  now  QnheratauDgly  called  a  lawless,  uncon- 
stitutional usurpation ;  bearing  the  present  act 
out  in  all  its  parts,  and  in  some  points  going 
mach  beyond  it.  like  the  present  case,  it  was 
an  appointment  in  the  reoees  of  a  commissioner, 
with  ndl  powers  to  make  a  treaty ;  those  pow- 
ers were  authenticated  aa  theae  were^  by  the 
iignatare  of  the  Preddent  and  the  great  seal  of 
the  nation.  But  it  d!fi^  in  this,  Uiat  the  com- 
mission  to  Ool.  Humphreys  was  an  original  ap- 
pointment, and,  therefore,  according  to  tiie  new 
doctrine,  more  otyectionable,  no  minister  hav- 
ing before  been  appointed  to  treat  with  Alters. 
Whereas,  in  this  case,  a  previous  commission 
had  been  given  by  Kr.  Adams,  which  was  var 
cated  by  the  recall  of  the  firet  powers,  and  the 
appointment  of  Bhind,  Offiey,  and  Biddle.  It 
went  infinitely  farther  than  this,  in  giving  to 
the  Minister  the  auQiority  to  ^point  a  substi- 
tute, and  in  tiie  &ot  that  the  snbatitate  nego- 
tiated and  made  the  treaty— 4fae  Minister  re- 
maining in  Lisbon,  mi  Donaldson  going  alone 
to  Algiers,  where  the  treaty  was  concluded. 
Mark,  too,  that  the  commission  to  Humphreys 
is  dated  only  three  weeks  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  Senate  in  March ;  that  Donaldson  was 
employed  in  May ;  and  that  neither  Hamphreys 
nor  Donaldson  were  ever  nominated  to  the 
Senate,  although  they  of  course  met  in  the  De- 
cember following.  Look,  sir,  into  the  executive 
Journal  before  you.  Ko  nomination  .of  Unm- 
phreys,  under  this  commission — not  a  syllable 
said  of  Donaldson.  Yet.  when  the  treatr  came, 
it  was  ratified ;  yet  both  Honsea  passed  a  law 
for  carrying,  eo  nomine^  this  very  treaty  into 
^feot ;  no  squeamishness  about  tiie  phrase  un- 
der wMch  the  appropriation  should  be  made ; 
nothing  hidden;  the  whole  transaction— the 
mode  of  its  execution— the  ^ents  by  whwn  it 
was  efiTected,  brood  seal  and  all — the  ^pellation 


of  the  agent,  commissioner  plenipotentiary, 
which  is  now  so  ofilensive,  all  spread  before  the 
Senate,  composed  of  men^  foor-fifttis  of  whom 
I  may,  I  think,  say,  had  either  aided  ih.  making 
the  constitution,  or  deUberated  on  the  proprie- 
ty of  its  adoption,  and  this  treaty  sent  to  mean 
by  Geoi^  Washington.  Tet,  with  all  these 
bad^  of  lawless,  imconstitutional  usarpati<m 
on  its  back,  the  treaty  is  ratified — tiie  law 
passes.  Ko  p^ve  Senator,  no  indepotdent 
resentative  rises  to  oppose  this  gross  assumption 
ofpower.  Did  patriotism  deep  on  its  posti 
Where  were  the  watcbfol,  the  sworn  guardians 
of  the  constitution,  thus  palpably  violated! 
Where  were  the  Senators,  jealous  of  their 
rights  1  Where  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, sent  to  ^nard  the  palladinm  of  their  liber- 
tiest  All  nlent;  not  a  word  of  i^podtion; 
not  a  whisper  (tfdonbt.  And  yet  the  violation, 
"gross,  open,  palpable" — more  gross,  more 
open,  more  palpable  than  the  one  we  are  now 
warned  agfdnst,  because  in  more  points  it  con- 
tradicts the  construction  that  is  affirmed  aa  the 
only  true  and  orthodox  faith  by  which  we  may 
be  politically  saved.  Ought  not  this  practical 
and  contemporaneous  construction,  even  if  it 
stood  atone,  to  create  some  doubt  of  the  doc- 
trines we  are  bo  vehemently  urged  to  adopt  ? 
Ought  not  the  example  of  Washington,  even  if, 
in  our  superior  Wisdom,  we  now,  for  the  first 
time,  guided  by  new  lights,  find  it  wrong, 
ought  it  not  to  command  some  littie  indulgence 
for  those  who  follow  it  t 

Will  it  be  said  that  tiiiseumi^  does  not  ap- 
ply ?  Let  the  difference  be  pointed  out ;  and 
where  they  differ,  the  example  set  by  Waf^ing- 
ton  will  be  fooud  more  at  war  with  the  princi- 
ples laid  down  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia, 
than  the  acts  which  he  now  denounces  as  on- 
coDstitational. 

Will  he  refer  again  to  the  war-conducting 
power,  and  call  the  treaty  with  Alfpiers  an  ar- 
mistice! The  treaty  itself  replies  to  this 
answer^it  is  a  treaty  of  commerce,  as  well  ai 
of  peace. 

But  this  is  not  an  isolated  case.  In  the  very 
same  year,  on  the  same  day  of  the  year,  the 
SOth  March,  1795,  David  Humphreys  received 
another  oommiseion,  by  letters  patent  flrom 
President  Washington,  authenticated  in  tho 
sune  maaner,  constituting  him  commissioner 
plenipotentiary  for  ne^tiating  a  treaty  of 
peace  with  "  the  most  illustrious  the  Bashaw, 
Lords,  and  Governors  of  the  city  and  kingdom 
of  Tripoli,"  with  like  power  of  substitution.  On 
the  10th  February,  1796,  he  transferred  his 
powers  to  Joel  Barlow ;  and,  on  the  8d  Janu- 
ary, 1797,  Mr.  Barlow  made  a  treaty  with  the 
Bashaw  and  his  Divan,  which  was,  in  like 
manner  with  the  former,  ai^roved  by  CoL 
Humphreya^  at  lishcm,  on  the  lOtii  February, 
1797,  and  was  ratified  by  the  Senate  the  follow- 
ing session.  Here  we  find  three  ses^ons,  after 
the  commission,  pass,  before  the  treaty  is  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  for  its  confirmation,  during 
all  which,  no  nomination  of  either  Hnmpbreya 
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or  Barlow  was  made.  Sorely,  if  a  donbt  had 
Grossed  the  mind  of  the  President,  that  miod  of 
which  the  eminent  characteristics  were  deliber- 
ation and  prndence,  if  the  shadow  of  a  doubt 
had  passed  over  it,  would  not  the  same  regard 
for  the  oonaUtatiott,  for  whioh  he  iras  equally 
remarkable,  have  induced  him  to  consult  Lis 
cabinet,  to  consull^  as  he  ftvgaently  did,  on 
other  and  less  important  occasions,  the  Senate  ? 
Sir,  he  had  no  doubts ;  the  greatest  and  best, 
and  most  prndent  man  in  the  country  had  no 
^nbts.  His  adrisers  had  none — the  Senate 
had  none.  The  House  of  Bepresentatives  did 
not  hesitate^  and  the  nation,  filled  with  men 
whose  minds  were  enlightened  by  continued 
discussions  of  the  constitution,  approved.  Yet 
we  doubt.  Nay,  more,  we  decide;  and,  ad- 
mitting no  contrariety  of  opinion^stigmatize  that 
Terr  eondoot  thoa  panned  by  Washington,  as 
lawless  osnrpaticHL  That  great  man,  very  soon 
after  tlda,  retired  from  office,  carrying  with  him 
tba  beneoiotions  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  little 
■ospecting  that.tbis  wise  and  upright  act  of  his 
administration  would  draw  down'' on  those  who 
copied  it  the  reproadies  we  have  heard.  John 
Adams,  who,  besides  the  great  share  he  had  in 
fomung  the  constitution,  was  pre-eminently 
qnalifi^  to  judge  on  every  t^aeataon  relating  to 
foreign  Intercourse;  who  might  be  styled  the 
founder  of  American  diplomacy — John  Adams 
succeeded  him.'  And  he,  too,  strange  as  it  may 
appear — ^he,  too,  fell  into  the  same  fatal  error, 
or  (if  the  case  is  as  clear  as  is  supposed)  was 
guilty  of  the  same  unpardonable  fault.  He^  too, 
on  the  18th  of  December,  1798,  put  his  signa- 
ture and  the  great  broad  sad  of  the  nation  to 
a  p^Mir,  vesting  Richard  O^Brien,  William 
Smou,  and  James  Leander  Oathcart,  with  full 
powers  to  n^otiate  withtbeDeyaud  Regency 
of  Tnnis,  alterations  in  a  certain  treaty  made  in 
the  year  1707,  by  Joseph  Famin,  who  calls 
himself  a  "  French  merchant  residing  at  Tunis, 
and  charg6  d'affaires  of  the  United  States." 
These  gentlemen  made  the  new  treaty  on  the 
6th  March,  1799 ;  yet  neither  the  nomination 
(tf  the  French  merchant,  who  made  the  first 
treaty,  (which  must  have  been  in  the  time,  of 
Gencural  Washiogton,)  nor  of  the  three  other 
oommlsHoaers,  was  ever  submitted  to  tiie  Ben- 
ate.  And  it  is  remarkable  that  this  hoi  ap- 
pointment was  made  on  the  ISUi  Deoranber, 
when  the  Senate  was  in  session. 

During  the  administration  of  the  next  Presi- 
dent, Thomas  Jefferson,  only  one  tireaty  with 
the  Barbary  Powers  (tiiat  with  Tripoli)  was 
made ;  but  as  the  negotiation  was  carried  on 
by  Mr.  Lear,  the  public  Minister  of  the  United 
States  at  that  place,  nothing  can  be  inferred 
from  this  transaction  that  bears  on  the  question ; 
but  Jefferson's  oo-operation  in  the  two  appoint- 
ments which  I  have  quoted,  by  General  Wash- 
ington, leaves  no  donbt  of  his  construction  of 
the  ooDstitntion. 

Hwe  we  have  tia  practice  of  Washington, 
Adams,  and  Jefferson,  uniformly  the  samet 
sauotionliig  every  part  of  the  conduct  pursued 
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by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate ;  and,  in  some 
instances,  as  I  have  shown,  pushing  the  con- 
struction further  thui  he  has  found  it  necessary 
to  go.  But  this  is  not  all :  Mr.  Madison  comes 
next.  If  any  voice  can  be  called  the  orade  at 
the  oonstitutioD,  it  ia  Ms :  if  any  practice  under 
it  can  be  deemed  void  of  error  or  intentional 
wrong,  it  Is  thiUi  of  the  wise,  the  venerated 
Madison.  What  did  he  do  f  He  followed  pre- 
cisely the  route  in  which  his  predecessors  trod. 
In  the  year  1815,  hostilities  having  been  com- 
menced by  Algiers  he  commissioned  William 
Shaler,  and  the  gallant  and  lamented  Decatur, 
to  negotiate  with  them.  They  concluded  a 
treaty  on  board  of  the  United  States  ship  Gner- 
riere.  But  he  never  nominated  them  to  the 
Senate;  yet  the  treaty,  like  the  others,  was 
ratified  by  the  Senate  in  the  sucoeeding  session, 
without  a  que^on  as  to  th^  right  to  co-oper- 
ate in  the  ^pointment  He  it  was,  too,  who, 
in  the  recess  <nf  the  Senate,  sent  the  ocHnmisuoa 
whioh  made  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great 
Briton. 

Ag^:  DiflSoulties  having  arisen  as  to  the 
execution  of  the  treaty  with  Algiers,  another 
commis^on  was  issued  on  the  24th  of  August, 
1816,  to  William  Shaler  and  Isaac  Chauncey, 
who  renewed  the  former  treaty,  with  altera- 
tions, on  the  28d  of  December  of  uie  same  year. 
And  again  the  Senate  were  kept  in  ignorance 
of  the  appointment,  nntU  the  treaty  was  sent 
to  them  for  ratification.  This  is  the  last  treaty 
with  any  of  the  powers  profes^m;  tlie  Mahome- 
tan £uth,  priOT  to  tiie  one  tbat  has  f^ven  rise 
to  this  discnflsiou.  And,  in  fonning  this,  the 
President,  wiUi  stnwgw  reasons  for  aecrec^ 
than  any  of  his  predecessors  had,  has  only,  as 
far  as  he  has  gone,  followed  their  example — 
followed  his  own  and  their  construction  of  the 
constitution — and  exercised  no  power  that  had 
not  for  forty  years  been  universally  acknowl- 
edged to  be  legitimate.  X  bring  the  acquies- 
cence down  to  this  moment,  because  the  ques- 
tions raised  on  the  Panama  mission  are  not  tiiose 
to  which  this  transaction  gives  rise.  Then  the 
objection  was  to  an  appointment  of  a  peculiar 
nature — a  mission,  not  to  a  particular  power, 
but  to  a  Congress  of  powers ;  it  was  not  sop- 
posed  to  be  strictly  diplomatic ;  our  agents,  it 
was  feared,  were  to  act  as  deputies  to  a  con- 
federative  Government,  rather  than  as  Ministers. 
And  to  this  was  added  the  difficulty,  at  that 
time  first  rused,  to  the  power  of  creating  a  new 
mission  in  the  recess ;  here,  however,  the  first 
objection  cannot  apply,  and  the  previous  ap- 
pointment by  Mr.  Adams  takes  away  the  second. 
The  objection,  then,  to  the  making  a  treaty  by 
secret  agents,  whose  nomination  is  not  sent  to 
the  Senate,  is,  I  repeat,  a  new  objection  made 
to  an  established,  and,  as  I  believe,  a  perfeotiy 
coiistitntional  practice.  The  objection.is  new, 
but  it  may  yet  be  well  founded,  although  I  can- 
not perceive  its  force;  and  not  perceiving  it^ 
must  be  permitted  to  think  it  passing  strange 
that  it  never  before  oocnrred  to  one  ungle  in- 
dividual, who  has  ever  expressed  his  opinion 
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on  the  satgeot,  as  far  as  mj  limited  information 
goes. 

There  are  two  other  Presidents  whose  acts 
and  opinions  on  this  snhject  we  have  to  ex- 
amine, in  order  to  complete  the  series. 

On  Mr.  Monroe's  accession  to  the  Presidency, 
he  fonud  our  peace  secQred  with  the  Borhary 
Powers ;  he  had,  therefore,  no  commissioners 
to  appoint  to  them ;  bnt  he  had  participated, 
as  the  head  of  the  Department  of  State,  in  those 
which  had  been  sent  by  Mr.  Hodison ;  and  we 
msj,  therefore,  fairly  suppose,  that,  if  the  ooca- 
Blon  had  offered,  he  womd  nave  followed  the 
Bune  coarse.  Bnt,  daring  his  administration, 
and  that  of  his  successor,  it  was  foand  conven- 
ient, in  the  exercise  of  the  same  constitutional 
right  of  making  treaties,  to  employ  other 
agents  than  "  ambassadors  or  public  ministers," 
to  form  treaties  with  European  and  Christian 
powers,  as  had  been  formerly  done  with  the 
Mahometan  States  of  Africa.  Differeooes  bad 
existed  ever  since  the  treaty  of  1802  with  Spain, 
not  only  of  boundary,  but  on  account  of  claims, 
to  a  Tast  amount.  The  settlement  of  the  divid- 
ing line  between  the  United  States  and  Mezioo 
would  take  or  add  to  onr  territorf  an  ex- 
tent anfficient  for  the  eatabliahment  of  several 
States.  And  the  aoquintion  of  Florida  had  al- 
vays  been  oonndered  as  a  matter  of  primary 
importance.  then,  the  magoitude  and  im- 
portanoe  (Mf  the  objects ;  if  the  rank  and  dignity 
of  the  party,  required  that  the  negotiation  should 
be  conducted  by  public  Ministers,  and  that  their 
appointment  should  be  confirmed  by  the  Senate, 
here  was  the  case.  Here  was  not  even  the  plea 
of  the  recess.  For  during  the  session  of  Con- 
gress, in  1818-'19,  Mr.  Monroe  gave  to  Mr. 
Adams  plenipotentiary  powers  to  treat  with 
the  Minister  of  Spiun,  ana  make  a  settlement  of 
all  these  important  matters.  He  gave  these 

S»wers  by  oommisdon  nnder  the  great  seal, 
e  never  conununioatedtbe  appointment  to  the 
Senate,  although  tiiey  were  m  sesrion.  The 
negotiation  was  carried  on  in  the  very  place 
where  they  sat,  and  was  concluded  before  they 
adjourned,  by  a  treaty  which  purchased  the  two 
Hondas ;  settled  our  boundary,  by  abandoning 
our  claims  to  the  immense  extent  of  country 
between  the  Bio  del  Norte  and  the  Sabine ;  and 
made  a  chaive  on  our  Treasury  of  five  millions 
of  dollars.  Yes,  sir,  this  treaty  was  ratified  by 
the  Sraate,  and  not  one  word  of  reprobation, 
not  an  accent  of  doubt  uttered  aa  to  tne  irregu- 
lu-ity  of  the  commission  by  which  it  was  nego- 
tiated ;  and  both  Houses  otaumrred  in  posdng 
UvB  for  carrying  it  into  execution. 

Agfun :  When  Mr.  Adams  came  to  the  Presi- 
dency, he  in  like  manner,  in  the  year  1826, 
commisnoned  Mr.  Clay  to  treat  of  and  oondnde 
a  ire&tj  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  the 
Minister  of  Denmark ;  which  treaty  was  signed 
on  the  26th  of  April,  in  the  same  year,  during 
the  sitting  of  the  Senate,  and  in  like  manner 
ratified  by  them,  although  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Clay  was  never  made  known  to  the  Senate, 
and  of  course  was  not  ooofirmed  1^  th«n.  And 
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we,  fdr,  we  ourselves,  every  one  of  as,  who  nov 
hear  or  make  these  denunciations — ^we  have 
ratified  a  treaty  made  with  one  of  the  greateal 
powers  of  Christendom,  by  a  plenipQtontiaiy 
commissioned  under  the  great  seal,  whose  ap- 
pointment was  never  sanctioned  or  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  its  advice ;  and  that,  too,  a  power 
with  which  before  we  had  no  diplomatic  inter- 
course— with  Austri^^made  by  the  present 
Sewetary  of  State,  under  a  special  appointment 
by  the  ih*esident.  Should  it  be  said  tliat  this 
practice  of  employing  a  special  Minister  at 
home  to  make  treaties  with  a  fbreign  power, 
is  of  modem  date ;  that  it  does  n<^  Uke  the 
case  of  the  Mediterranean  commissions,  mn 
back  to  the  early  part  of  onr  diplomatic  history. 
I  would  answer  that  this,  too,  is  an  error,  ana 
that  my  construction  is  sanctioned  in  this  also 
by  the  practice  of  'Washington.  As  early  as 
tiie  year  1796,  some  doubts  having  arisen  as  to 
the  operation  of  the  third  article  of  Mr.  Jay's 
treaty,  Mr.  Pickering  was  commissioned  to  ne- 
gotiate an  explanatory  article,  which  was  agreed 
to,  submitted  to  the  Senate,  and  ratified  with- 
out any  nominatiim  of  the  negotiator  to  the 
Senate. 

Now,  sir,  does  not  this  uniform,  this  unques- 
tioned practice,  carried  through  every  IVesi- 
dency,  from  that  of  the  Father  of  his  Gonntiy  to 
that  of  the  present  incumbent ;  isitnots^vngly 
persuasive  of  the  correctness  of  that  construc- 
tion which  gives  to  tibie  Prerident  tihe  poww  to 
make  treaties  whenever  he  may  deem  it  expe- 
dient, by  a  special  agent,  instead  of  a  publio 
Minister — to  give  ftill  powers,  under  the  great 
seal,  to  such  special  agent,  and  to  omit  nomi- 
nating him  to  the  Senate  when  he  thinks  prop- 
er? Will  it  be  said  that  the  instances  I  have 
last  mentioned  do  not  apply,  because  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  was  the  a^Nitl  But  he  was 
the  agent  only  by  the  'special  commisnon,  given 
to  him  by  the  President — a  commiKitui,  witiiout 
which  he  could  not  have  acted,  which  as  his 
fill!  power,  he  was  obliged  to  interchange  with 
the  Minister  with  whom  he  treated,  before  the 
negotiation  oould  begm.  If,  as  Secretary  of 
State,  the  duty  could  have  been  done,  mere 
instructions  would  have  sufBced — no  commis- 
edon  would  have  been  necessary.  Bnt  in  every 
instance  commissions  were  delivered,  in  the 
same  form,  aa  to  powers  tiiat  are  used  for 
Ministers  going  abroad.  The  President  might 
have  selected  any  other  individual,  and  tiie  case 
is  as  strongly  in  point  as  if  he  had.   Will  the 

Sntieman  point  out  the  difference  betweoi 
ese  cases  which  he,  jointiy  with  all  of  us,  has 
approved,  and  that  which  he  now  so  violently 
reprobaUn )  If  the  Preudent  ma^  f^point  a 
sp>ecial  agent  to  make  a  treaty  with  a  nation 
with  whom  we  had  none  before,  without  sub> 
mittlng  the  nomination  to  the  Senate ;  if  he 
may  make  such  an  appointment  for  a  negotia* 
tion  here,  can  he  not  make  a  nmilar  appoint- 
ment for  a  negotiation  to  be  carried  on  in  Con- 
stantinople t  If  the  latter  is  forbidden,  where 
is  tiie  olanse  that  antiiorizea  the  fbrmer }  If 


Digi:ized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  OONGRESR 


•  225 


rkucAsr,  18S1.] 

the  fijniMr  ia  Iflgal,  where  is  the  olsiue  that  ex- 
btndes  the  latter  f  Are  not  botii  enrased  un- 
der Hbe  same  oourfdtntional  anthori^  V  Why, 
tiien,  sanction  tiie  one  and  denonnoe  the  other  f 
It  ^peon  to  me  that  a  satts&ctory  answer  to 
these  queries  woold  be  difflcolt,  even  to  the 
ingeniu^  of  the  mover  of  the  amendment ;  and 
that  it  would  be  somewhat  difSonlt  for  him  to 
show  that  there  ia  any  one  of  the  inconveniences 
and  dangers  which  he  apprehends,  from  the  ai>- 
poiutment  of  commissioners,  with  fbll  powers, 
going  to  a  foreign  comitry,  tliat  does  not  attach 
to  n^tiationa  by  special  agents  at  heme.  Bat 
these  dangera  are  imaginary  in  both  cases. 
Kothing  eitiier  of  them  can  do  has  any  force 
Qntil  we  sanotaon  it^  And  in  requiring  the  as- 
sent of  two-Udrds  of  the  Senate  to  every  treaty, 
l^ose  who  made  onr  fbnn  ot  Government 
fitoi^ht  they  might  safely  trust  the  disoretion 
itf  the  PreaUent  in  sdecting  the  agents  for 
aaUng  it. 

Bat  to  remove  all  groond  for  the  distinction, 
take  an  instance  from  the  same  collection  of 
treses  whidi  I  have  before  quoted.  In  the 
year  1818,  Hr.  QaUatin,  then  oar  20nister  in 
France,  was  commissioned  jointly  with  Mr. 
Bnab,  onr  ITmiater  at  St  James*,  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  wit^  England,  in  the  same  muiner  that 
tiie  SeOTetaries  of  State  were  conmiianoned  to 
negotiate  at  Washington.  This  nomination  was 
iMFver  snbndtted  to  ttie  Senate,  yet  a  most  im- 
portant offlavention,  made  nnder  that  appoint- 
ment, was  ratified  by  the  Senate ;  so  that  here 
Te  nave  oomndssiwers  appointed  at  home, 
abroad,  to  Ohristiamias  wellas  infidels,  in  every 
form,  ia  every  chM«oter  in  which  the  power 
oao  be  exereiaedf  and  in  every  form  acknowl- 
edged by  the  co-ordinate  bruiohes  of  Govern- 
ment to  be  oonstitational  and  right ;  and  yet, 
rir,  it  is  now  undertaken  to  arraign  and  denounce 
it  as  a  nsnrpation.  The  second  ground  of  accu- 
sation, that  tibe  nomination,  though  made  in 
the  recess,  was  not  submitted  to  f^e  Senate 
when  they  met,  has  been  anticipated.  It  may 
be  jostafied  on  several  grounds ;  which  were 
thoM  which  actuated  .the  Fre^entL  as  I  am 
not  In  his  counsels,  I  do  not  know.  It  may  be 
Jnettfied  on  tlie  neoesdty  of  keeping  the  misnon 
a  Mcret,  until  the  resiut  was  known ;  on  his 
oonstitational  power  of  originating  a  secret 
nussion  withont  the  co-operation  of  ma  Senate ; 
and  on  the  inutdlity  of  naming  persons  to  be 
oonfirmed  in  offices  which  were  temporary  ih 
their  nature,  and  wlilob  must  expire  before  the 
confirmation  by  the  Senate  could  be  made,  or 
at  any  rate  before  it  could  reach  them,  "nins 
the  treaty  with  the  Porte  having  been  completed 
before  the  adjournment  of  Congress  at  the 
last  session,  it  would  have  been  useless  to  con- 
firm the  powers  of  the  negotiators.  I  pass  over 
the  aqinment  to  show  that,  although  the  letter 
of  Tit,  Offley  particularly  statea  that  he  signed 
the  treaty  on  Sunday,  yet  he  must  have  been 
mistaken,  because  no  Christian  in  a  country  of 
infidels  would  be  gnUty  of  a  breach  of  the 
CBiriatian  sabbath.  I  pass  that  over  wit^  adc- 
VoL.  XL— IS 


ing  how  often  we  ourselves,  when  duty  reqnir- 
ed  it,  have  not  sat  and  deliberated  within  uiese 
TOiy  walls  on  the  same  sacred  day;  and 
whether  disobedience  to  any  of  our  l^ai  acts, 
done  at  such  a  time,  would  be  excused  on  the 
allegation  of  an  impossibilil7  <tf  our  having  been 
guilty  of  the  breach. 

THiiBsni.T,  Eebmaiy  S4. 

and  ^brging  i»  tks  J>utriet  ^  (%2«ffl&M. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Chahbkbs,  the  Senate  re* 
sumed  the  consido^tion  of  the  bill  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  orimes  within  the  District  of  Owun- 
bia. 

Hr.  0.  said  that,  when  the  bill  was  last  b». 
fore  the  Senate,  debate  arose  on  a  motion  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Haynx)  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  District 
Committee,  with  a  view  to  striking  out  the 
clause  relative  to  punishment  for  duelling,  or 
being  coucemed  in  a  duel  l^e  amount  and 
importance  of  the  business  before  the  Senate, 
and  the  expedienqr  of  early  acting  upon  it,  in- 
duced him  to  waive  any  remarks  at  this  time 
on  the  motion,  tbat  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
might  at  once  be  taken  upon  it.  If  the  bill  was 
recommitted,  the  committee  would  of  course 
report  the  Inll  with  the  danse  sbriekm  oat ; 
and  he  could  see  no  necessity  for  its  recommit- 
ment, because  tiie  question  might  as  wdl  be 
taken  now. 

Ur.  Hatnb  explained  the  reasons  why  it  had 
not  been  in  his  power  to  make  the  motion  at 
an  earlier  day.  He  was  desirous  of  testing  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  on  this  particular  clause  of 
the  bilL  If  the  recommitment  took  place,  the 
committee  would  either  strike  out  the  clause, 
or  so  modify  it  as  to  meet  the  views  of  the 
Senate.  A  speedy  decision  on  the  biU  was  de- 
sirable, and  he  took  the  occasion  to  say,  thatL 
if  this  reomnmitment  took  place,  there  would 
benoflirther  opporition  on  his  part  Under 
tiie  presoit  pronidons  of  the  bill,  not  only  the 
parties  convicted  of  fighting  a  duel,  but  the 
bearer  of  the  challenge,  t^e  surgeon,  &c.,— every 
acowsory — was  to  be  panished  by  five  years' 
hara  labor  iu  the  penitently.  With  doe 
deference  to  those  who  introduced  this  elrase 
into  the  bill,  be  was  of  opinion  that  so  severe  a 
mode  of  punishment  would  destroy  the  whole 
object  of  the  provision.  The  punishment  was 
BO  severe,  that  no  jury  would  be  found  to 
enforce  the  provisions  of  the  law.  The  punish- 
ment for  crime  should  be  adapted  to  the  preju- 
dices, tbe  passions,  and  opinions  of  the  people, 
and  a  milder  course  would  be  found  to  answer  a 
more  practical  purpose.  Perhaps  the  better 
course  woold  be  to  strike  out  the  clause  al- 
together from  the  present,  bill,  and  then,  by 
special  statute,  prescribe  tjhe  pnniahment  for 
duelling.  This  InD  went  farther  than  the  laws 
of  any  State  of  the  Union  on  thesul^eot;  and 
be  thoui^t  that  if  the  Ocmgresa  of  the  United 
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StateB,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Senator  from 
Loninana,  shonld  pass  a  law  determinin|;  what 
the  puniahment  in  aaeh.  Q6Be»  should  Be,  the 
BOTeral  States  would  adopt  the  regdataoiu  of 
such  a  law. 

The  bill,  was  tiien  ordered  to  he  recommit- 
ted ;  but,  at  the  suggestion  of  3fr.  Cbambbbb, 
the  vote  was  reconGidered,  and  the  Senate  struck 
out  the  clause  referred  to  altogether. 

Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  passed. 

Turhith  Omimmm — "Bamr  qf  tfte  I^vndent 
toOHgitutte  MiMum. 

The  Senate  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  negotiators  of 
the  Torldsh  treaty, 

Ur.  Ttij£  sai4^  the  Senator  from  Louisiana 
^fr.  LiviNoeTON)  had  commenced  the  speech 
which  he  yesterday  delivered,  by  repeating, 
with  muob  emphasis,  the  words  a  lawless  act, 
and  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of  the  Senate." 
These  words  had  fallen  from  my  colleague,  stud 
Kr.  T.,  and  seemed  to  have  excited  the  feelings 
of  the  honorable  Senator,  and,  in  some  d^ee, 
his  displeasure.  My  colleague  requires  no  £ud 
from  me,  or  any  other  individual,  to  justify 
tither  bis  language  or  his  conduct.  The  mo- 
tives of  the  last  will  at  all  times  be  above  re- 
proach ;  and  the  language  which  he  may  at  any 
time  use  will  never  ml  to  convoy  most  strongly 
the  idea  which  it  is  intended  to  represent.  I 
will,  however,  say  to  the  honorable  Senator, 
that  if  either  my  colleague  or  mysdf  use  expres- 
sions not  famUiar  to  the  ears  of  courtiers,  he 
must  excuse  our  rusticity,  and  ascribe  our  fault 
to  our  course  of  eduoatioo,  and  the  land  from 
whioh  we  come.  The  inhabitants  of  t^at  re- 
pabUc  are  somewhat  a  bold  and  fearless  race, 
and  practise  upon  a  principle  which  has  been, 
for  ail  time,  i)revalent  amongst  them,  of  oaUing 
things  by  their  right  names.  If  an  act  be  done 
without  law,  t^ey  call  it  lawless ;  if  in  deroga- 
tim  of  the  right  of  others,  they  say  so,  whom- 
soever it  may  offend. 

The  same  gentieman  has  more  than  intimated 
that  tins  was  not  the  proper  place  for  this  dis- 
cission ;  that  it  would  have  been  better  to  have 
carried  it  on  in  secret  session.  I  differ  with 
him  in  this,  as  in  much  else.  By  aod  by  I^all 
show  that  the  opportunity  was  not  afforded 
until  the  bill  upon  your  table  came  up  for  con- 
sideration ;  but  if  it  had  been,  onr  secret  cham- 
ber is  no  place  for  tite  discussion  of  a  great 
constitutitmal  question.  It  was  proper  in  every 
point  of  view,  that  the  debate  should  be  in 
this  plaoe.  Here  before  £he  pubUo,  the  attack 
ahould  be  made.  In  the  fiaoe  the  world  our 
reasons  should  be  ^ven  for  our  course  of  con- 
duct, uid  for  the  attitude  we  assume  upon  this 
important  subject.  This  discnssion  has  been 
forced  upon  us,  from  what  motives,  and  for 
what  ends,  I  leave  to  others  to  determine.  Ev- 
ery Senator  here  can  t&etify  that  my  coUe^ue, 
ia  a  day  or  two  after  taking  his  seat  this  ses- 
sion, aimoonced  his  oppoution  to  the  course 
which  had  bew  parsued  in  regard  to  the  late 


mission  to  Constantinople.  The  Secretary  of 
State  knew  bis  opinions  at  an  early  day,  and 
yet  the  pliun,  the  obvious,  the  palpable  course 
by  which  all  controvert  might  have  been 
avoided,  has  been  made  to  yield  to  this.  The 
torch  of  discord  has  been  thrown  among  us, 
and  the  unity  of  the  party  with  which  we  have, 
with  but  one  exception,  acted,  is  for  the  time 
broken  up.  This  claim  of  individuals,  restiug 
merely  on  a  contract  with  the  President,  is  di- 
verted fi'om  the  ordinary  course  of  private  aod 
individoal  l€^:islation,  and  attonpted  to  be 
thrust  into  the  general  appropriation  bUL 

I  am  aware  of  tiie  oreot  of  this,  whatever 
the  dengn.  A  hne  and  ory  is  to  be  raised  at 
oor  heels.  An  anecdote  will  serve  to  illustrate 
its  character.  The  night  succeeding  the  day  on 
whioh  my  colleagae  delivered  his  powerfbl  ar- 
gument on  Ihis  qnestirai,  the  ice  in  the  Poto- 
mac was  put  in  motion,  and,  pressed  on  by  the 
mountwn  torrent  produced  by  the  thaw,  car- 
ried of  a  part  of  the  bridge  connecting  this 
with  the  Virginia  shore.  A  gentleman  gave 
me  the  information,  and  said,  with  archness, 
the  connection  between  Vir^nia  and  tiie  Pres- 
ident's mansion  is  now  severed.  Uy  oolleagpe's 
speech  doubtless  produced  the  thaw;  ud  to 
him,  also,  will  be  ascribed  whatever  erfl  shall 
arise  from  this  disoufldon.  All  are  esteemed 
schismatics  who  oppose  thnnselvea,  no  matter 
Qpon  what  ground,  to  an  error  committed ;  and 
we  shall  be  pronounced  heretics  by  the  political 
Catholic  cburcb.  In  other  words,  an  act  is  done 
which  in  our  consciences  we  cannot  approve — 
which  those  who  have  the  management  of  this 
affair  are  told  in  advance  we  cannot  approve ; 
and  then  we  all  are  to  be  denounced  as  schis- 
matics, and  all  the  vials  of  wrath  are  to  be 
emptied  on  our  heads.  This,  sir,  is  a  per- 
version of  all  justice,  of  all  mwal  ride.  Those 
who  perpetrate  the  error,  must  snrely  be  re- 
spoasible  for  oonsequences  resulting  from  it. 

It  is  oor  duly,  ICr.  President,  under  all  dr- 
oumstances,  and  however  situated,  to  be  faith- 
ful to  the  constitution.  Etto  perpetua  should 
be  the  motto  of  all  in  regard  to  that  instru- 
ment, and  more  emphatically  those  into  whose 
hands  it  is  committed  by  the  parties  to  the 
compact  of  union.  Sir,  parties  may  succeed, 
and  will  succeed  each  other ;  stars  tiiat  shine 
with  brilliancy  to-day,  may  he  struck  from  thur 
spheres  to-morrow ;  convulsion  may  follow  con- 
vulsion ;  the  battiements  may  rock  about  us, 
and  the  storm  rage  in  its  wildest  friiy ;  but 
whUe  the  constitution  is  preserved  inviolate^ 
the  liberties  of  the  country  will  be  secure. 
When  we  are  asked  to  lay  down  the  oonst^- 
tion  upon  the  shrine  of  party,  our  answer  is. 
the  price  demanded  is  too  great.  If  required 
to  pass  over  its  violation  in  silence,  we  reply, 
that  to  do  so  would  be  infidelity  to  our  ti^st, 
and  treason  to  those  who  sent  us  here.  The 
constant  effort  of  Vii^inia  has  been  directed 
to  its  preservation ;  the  political  conflict  of  the 
hour  has  never  led  her  to  yield  it  for  an  in- 
staat.  No  nutter  with  what  solemnity  1^  vi- 
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olation  bas  beea  attended ;  although  sanctioned 
by  the  two  Honses  of  Congress  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  confirmed  by 

i'udicial  decision,  she  has  not  halted  in  her  dnty. 
low  little,  then,  should  we  be  entitled  to  rep- 
resent her^  if  we  could  so  far  forget  ourselves 
as  to  hobble  in  our  coarse.  Let  me,  air,  be  dis- 
tinctly understood.  I  lay  down  no  rale  for 
others.  Senators  here  will  prescribe  rules  for 
tfaemselTes.  Ko  doubt  aU  will  be  goveraed  by 
motives  equally  pure  and  honorable:  bttt,Iiold- 
inc  the  opinions  which  I  do  upon  this  sal^ect, 
I  dtould  esteem  myself  the  veriest  recreant  to 
my  most  sotemn  obligations^  if  I  could  bring 
myself  to  support  this  appropriation. 

The  Senator  from  Louisiana  has  pronounced 
it  a  new  discovery  which  we  have  made — a 
new  discovery,  sir  ?  Was  it  not  proved  to  the 
Senate  the  oUier  day,  that  the  power  had  al- 
ways been  denied  to  the  President  of  sending 
Ministers  to  foreign  courts  of  his  own  mere  mo- 
tion ?  Sir,  n^tiier  the  discovery  is  new,  nor 
the  doctrine ;  both  are  as  old  aa  the  constitn- 
tion  itself  as  I  shall  presenlly  demonstrate, 
from  the  letter  of  that  mstroment.  What 
was  that  question  which  but  a  few  years  since 
divided  this  Senate  t  What  was  the  Panama 
questioD,  bat  the  bone,  flesh,  and  ^ew  of 
tiiis! 

[Mr.  LnrcTasTON  expired.  He  had  spoke 
of  secret  agoicies :  no  one  had  ever  objected 
to  them  as  unoonstitutionol.] 

Sir,  Bald  Mr.  Tyleb,  this  is  no  secret  agency, 
in  the  diplomatic  sense,  but  a  secret  embassy, 
or  misaioo.  But  let  us  return  to  the  Panama 
question.  What  was  that  ?  Nothing  more  than 
a  mere  abstract  declaration  made  by  Ur.  Ad- 
ams, that  the  right  to  depute  Hinistera  withont 
the  Interposition  of  the  Somdie,  fell  within  the 
competency  of  the  Executive  power.  H*did 
not  ^point,  however,  but,  as  the  constitution 
required,  nominated  persons  to  the  Senate  for 
its  advice  and  consent ;  and  yet  what  was  the 
course  pursued?  There  then  stood  on  this 
floor,  arm  to  arm,  and  shoulder  shoulder, 
nineteen  Senators,  who,  with  their  shields  in- 
terlocked, moved  with  the  irresistible  force  of 
the  Spartan  phalanx  upon  that  enemy-principle 
which  threatened  to  overthrow  the  constitu- 
tim.  The  present  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
moved  the  resolution  in  the  following  words, 
viz: 

**  Resolved,  as  the  oi»iu(hi  of  the  Senate,  inasmuch 
as  the  daim  of  powers  thus  set  up  by  the  Executive 
mi^t,  if  soffbred  to  pav  unnoticed  by  the  Senate, 
be  nereafler  relied  upon  te  justify  the  exercise  of  a 
rimilar  power,  they  owe  it  to  themselves  and  tlie 
States  they  represent,  to  protest,  and  they  do  here- 
by Bolemnly,  but  xeq>eetfully,  protCGt,  agunst  tiie  ' 
same." 

Mark  you,  sir— a  mere  cl^m  set  up.  The  ' 
apprehension  that  that  might  be  called  into  '. 
proeedent,  to  Justify  the  exercise  of  a  sin^lar  i 
power  by  some  future  ExeeutiTO,  was  sufficient  i 
toproduoesoflolemnareBolattoiiaathatwMeh  t 


i  I  have  read.   Let  us  look  to  what  was  uttered 
'  in  debate  on  that  question.   The  state  of  the 
'  vote  has  already  been  mentioned.   I  will  read 
.  to  the  Senate  some  of  the  remarks  which  fell 
from  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Be- 
I  fore  I  do  so,  however,  let  me  speak  my  honest 
loonTictions.   I  do  not  believe  that  he  has  had 
any  agency  in  advising  this  mission  to  Constan- 
tinople.   I  do  not  believe  that  he  oould  be 
guilty  of  an  Inconsistency  so  gross  and  pfdpa- 
ble.   No  man  has  more  oonfidenoe  in  the  firm- 
ness of  his  adhesion  to  the  principles  of  the 
constitution  than  myself.   In  his  attachment  to 
the  great  doctrines  of  the  democratic  party,  he 
is  a  fit  and  proper  representative  of  ue  State 
of  which  he  is  a  native — a  State  which  has 
been  distinguished  by  nothing  more  strongly 
than  by  her  uniform  devotion  to  tiw  constitn- 
tion.    That  star  in  our  political  galaxy  has 
never  shed  "  disastrous  twilight,"  or  undergone 
eclipse.   Sir,  I  speak  not  «b  cathedra.   I  have 
had  no  syllable  of  conversation  with  that  gen- 
tlemao ;  but,  from  my  knowledge  of  his  char- 
acter, and  other  drcumstanoes^  f  am  led  to  die 
opinion  which  I  have  expreued.   "I  Tiew," 
smd  Mr.  Branch,  referring  to  the  rest^ution, 
"  the  usurpation  which  it  notices  and  purports 
to  repel  as  a  link  in  the  chun,  threatening  the 
most  portentous  and  calamitous  consequences 
to  the  liberties  of  this  people."   "  Isolated,  un- 
connected with  any  thing  else,  yet  so  plainly 
and  palpably  conflicting  witii  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  it  is  troly  appalling 
to  the  Mends  of  liberty."   And  again :  "  It  is 
time  to  re-enact  magna  charta ;  it  ia  time  to  re- 
assert the  principles  oi  the  dedaration  of  inde- 
pendvce."  The  mere  assertiou  hj  the  Pred- 
dent  that  he  possessed  the  power  of  appointing 
lOnisters,  and  of  orighiating  a  ndarion,  without 
oonsultittg  the  Senate,  produced  these  strong 
expre^ona.    li^pia  charta  was  violated,  and 
the  principles  of  the  Government  required  to  be 
re-asserted.   I  might  multiply  quototiona  from 
the  same  speech,  all  equally  impressive,  but  I 
will  pass  to  that  delivered  on  the  same  ques- 
tion by  a  gentleman,  then  a  Senator,  now  a 
member  from  Kentucky  in  the  other  House.  I 
deem  it  necessary  to  quote  but  one  sentence  in 
order  to  exhibit  his  strong  convictions  on  this 
clidm  of  power  set  up  by  Mr.  Adams.  [Mr. 
Ttlbb  here  read  from  Mr.  Johhsom'b  speech.] 
"  I  think  I  ndffht  risk  the  deoidon  of  this  ques- 
tion upon  the  nasard  of  a  universal  and  unani- 
mous opinion  as  to  the  plun  common  sense 
meaning  of  the  constitution.^*   To  cite  passage 
equally  strong  from  the  speeches  of  others, 
would  not  be  difficult.   The  opinions  then  ut- 
tered by  my  colleague  are  the  same  that  he  has 
enforced  in  this  debate.   But  I  will  give  you 
the  expressions  and  opinions  of  a  gentleman 
who  stands  more  immediately  connected  with 
the  proceeding  now  the  subject  of  discussion. 
I  mean  the  Secretary  o^  State — the  person  im- 
mediately charged  with  the  management  of  our 
dipkmiatdo  relatione— one  upon  whose  advice 
tae  Fresideat  donbaeaa  noosed  with  oomfi- 
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denoe.  I  have  found  no  speech  of  Ui  reportfid 
oa  Ifr.  Branch's  rescdntion,  and  imagino  that 
he  delivwed  none ;  bnt  he  spoke  on  the  Pana- 
ma question,  pnwerlx  so  called,  and  sobse- 
quentlr  on  the  rules  <a  the  Senate.  Let  ua  see 
his  speech  on  the  first  qaeetioD.  [Here  Mr,  T. 
tiead  £rom  that  speech.]  '*Tbe  measure  is 
deemed  to  be  (that  of  sending  Hinieters  to  Pan- 
ama without  previoaalj  consolting  the  Senate) 
within  the  constitutional  competency  of  the 
ExeoatiTe ;  ^at  we  are  only  consulted  to  ob- 
t^  oar  opinipn  t>n  its  expediency,  and  hecanse 
it  is  neoessaiy  to  come  to  na  for  an  apprt^ria- 
tion,  without  which  the  measure  cannot  be  car- 
ried into  effect.  Yet,  sir,  the  first  blow  that 
was  struck  in  tiiat  great  contest  which  subse- 
quently oonTolaed  toe  conntiy,  and  the  &Bt 
Toioe  Uiat  was  raised  to  arrest  the  current  of 
events  then  setting  in,  (speaking  of  the  an^^ 
tion  which  was  made  by  the  first  Adams  rela- 
tive to  the  mission  to  Berlio.)  were  on  points, 
to  all  substantial  .purposes,  identical  with  the 
present.  Is  it  not  a  startling,  if  not  an  omi- 
nous clroumstanoe,  that  so  soon  under  the  pres- 
ent administration  we  should  have  presented 
to  ns,  in  such  bold  relief^  doctrines  and  princi- 
ples, which,  in  the  first  year  of  that  to  which  I 
nave  referred,  laid  the  prindples  of  the  most 
bitter  and  nnrdenting  fbudaf  Does  the  anal- 
ogy stop  heref  Ihe  men  who  then  opposed' 
the  misnon  to  Berlin  were  denounced  as 
sitionista — as  a  faction  who  sought  the  gratifl- 
oation  of  their  personal  views  at  the  expense 
of  the  public  good.  They  were  lampooned  and 
vilified  by  all  the  presses  supporting  and  sup- 
ported by  the  Government,  and  a  host  of  ma- 
UxAom  parasites  generated  by  its  patroiuge." 
Tea,  sir,  and  we  shall  be  lampooned  and  vilified 
for  the  course  which  we  now  pnrsne.  Hy  col- 
league read  correctly  the  handwriting  on  the 
waU.  What  was  fact  formerly  will  be  fact 
■gain.  Bnt  let  the  stonn  rage,  if  it  shall  be  so 
willed  by  those  who  owtrol  the  operations  of 
partionlar  presses;  I  stand  here  the  advocate 
c£  I2ie  oonstitnticai,  and,  if  necessary,  I  am 
ready  to  become  the  victim  in  Ita  ^ace. 

I  am  not  yet  d(me  with  the  Secretary  of 
State.  I  will  read  yon  a  paragraph  from  a 
speech  delivered  by  him  on  what  was  common- 
ly called  '*  the  mlea  vt  the  Senate,"  a  speech 
delivered  since  I  have  had  the  Iuhuv  of  a  seat 
on  this  floor : 

"The  same  dispoddontoBmft  the  popular  br&noh 

was  fiwidbly  mnstrated  In  the  discusdons  of  the 
fi>r^:n  tatercoarse  bill  in  1798.  It  was  upon  that 
occasion  contflnded,  and  soccessAdly,  too,  that  the 
House  of  Repfesentatives  had  no  discretion  upon 
the  question  of  appropriation  for  the  expenses  of 
such  Intercoone  with  for«ga  naUons  as  the 
Freddent  saw  fit  to  establish ;  tiiat  Hhej  would  be 
juaUy  obnoxious  to  the  imputation  of  gross  delin- 
quency if  they  hesitated  to  make  provision  for  the 
salaries  of  such  foreign  Ministers  as  the  Precddent 
with  the  assent  of  the  Senate  should  appoint. 
What  would  be  the  fedings  of  real  and  unchanged 
lepnUioaos  in  niadon  to  rash  doetrinss  at  this  ^  r 
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jLssodated  with  them  was  the  bold  avowal  that  It 
beIon|[ed  to  the  President  akme  to  dedde  on  the 
propnety  of  the  misdon ;  and  that  all  the  constltn- 
tlonal  agency  which  the  Senate  could  of  right  have, 
was  to  pass  on  the  fitness  of  the  tndiTiduala  select- 
ed as  lUnlsterg,  It  was  pretenrions  hiie  these,  said 
Mr.  Tan  Buren,  dded  by  unceasing  indicationa^ 
both  in  the  intenial  and  external  movementa  of  Uie 
GoTenunent,  that  produced  a  deep  and  sMQed  etnt- 
viction  in  the  public  mind  that  a  design  had  been 
conceived  to  change  the  Qoveroment  from  its 
simple  and  republican  form  to  one,  if  not  monarch- 
ical,  at  least  too  enei^tio  fbr  the  temper  of  the 
American  people." 

Indeed,  sir,  the  avowal  that  the  Presidoit 
alone  possessed  the  power  to  decide  on  the  pro- 
priety of  a  mission,  and  that  all  our  agency 
consisted  in  determining  on  the  fitness  m  the 
Minister  to  be  sent,  if  not  monarchical,  ia  at 
least  too  eneivetac  in  its  tendency,  bold,  and 
A>mewbat  reckless;  and  yet  a  misfdon  ori^- 
nated,  and  not  even  the  names  of  the  Hinisttfs 
sent  into  the  Senate ;  and  that,  too,  notwith- 
standing a  long  session  of  that  body  had.  in 
fkot.  intervened.  Why,  rir,  here  is  not  only  a 
bold  avowal,  but  the  aotnal  ezeontion  of  that 
avowal  with  a  vengeance.  Not  only  no  pttni- 
ous  consultation  with,  bnt  no  nomination  even 
ever  submitted.  The  Secretary  also  voted  for 
the  resolation  of  Mr.  Branch  in  the  only  form 
in  which  he  could  express  hia  opinion.  And 
yet  "  ere  those  shoes  were  old,"  with  which 
he  followed  (not "  like  Niobe,  all  tears,"  bnt  with 
a  heart  fall  of  joy  and  gladness)  the  last  admin- 
istration to  its  grave,  the  same  doctrine  is  car- 
ried into  lull  practice.  What,  dr,  make  war 
upon  an  abstraction;  cause  the  thunders  to 
roll  and  the  lightnings  to  fla^,  in  order  to  an- 
nihilate a  mere  abstraction,  and  yet  call  mton 
OS  tt  aanction  its  waotieal  qiplioation  1  Will 
gentlemen  recant  thna  tiiw  opinions  solonnly 
recorded  t  Kudl  it  be  said  that  we  can  give 
two  readings  to  the  constitntion,  and  that  that 
which  is  unconstitutional  in  Mr.  Adams's  tim^ 
becomes  right  and  proper  under  General  Jack* 
son  t  Sbiul  we  put  off  our  opinions  witii  as 
much  fiieility  as  we  do  onr  gloves  t  Have  we 
not  good  ^unds  to  complain  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  if  he  advised  this  nAsnon  ?  and  that 
he  did  so  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  doubt.  Has 
not  the  whole  Jackson  party  cause  to  com- 
plain ?   Was  there  any  question  on  which  that 

e stood  so  deeply  onnmitted  as  aa  this? 
,  sir ;  not  one. 
Even  if  there  existed  an  ratness  in  the  omss 
referrod  to  by  the  Senator  xirom  Looislana  as 
ftimisbing  precedents  to  Justify  this  misrioi, 
howsoever  they  might  influence  the  President| 
they  can  fbmi^  no  exonse  for  the  Secretary, 
bis  oonstitntiooal  adviser.  Those  oases  were 
all  paraded  in  the  discusmon  on  the  Panama 
question ;  tbey  were  commented  on,  and  their 
force  overthrown.  Oan  an  actor  in  that  pro- 
ceeding now  repoee  for  lus  juatification  oa 
|Hecedente  whioh  bad  been  declared  of  no  forot 
w  effbott  Let  it  not  be  said  that  the  VnA- 
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dent  is  alone  liable  to  l>e  questioned.  The  ooq- 
gtatation  has  placed  around  him  advisers  in  the 
several  den>artm6nt^  and  for  the  counsel  they 
ma^  five  him  they  are  uuweraUe,  not  (ndy  to 
him,  but  to  public  opinion. 

But,  Mr.  President,  we  are  told  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Eun,)  that  these  per- 
sons were  not  publlo  Ministers.  Now,  sir,  there 
ffl  an  old  saying,  and  a  very  wis©  one — '*  eave 
us  from  onr  friends,  and  we  will  take  care  of 
our  enemies \"  and  never  was  it  more  iq>pUcar 
ble  than  on  tbe  present  oooasion.  If  an  at- 
tempt is  made  to  excuse  a  Qung,  and  the  excuse 
prove  InsofiSinNat,  better  by  a  hundred  times 
had  it  never  been  urged.  Why,  sir,  if  these 
were  not  pnblio  agents,  what  in  the  name  of 
oonunoD  sense  were  Uiey !  Formerly,  and  no 
doubt  it  is  still  tibe  case,  kings  and  potentates 
bad  their  |Mrlvate  ambassadots.  They  are  de- 
puted to  transact  some  matter  appertuning 
solely  to  the  Zing,  their  master.  They  may  be 
charged,  like  an  Earl  of  Suffolk  in  former 
times,  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  marriage ;  or, 
like  somebody  else,  to  present  congratulations 
on  the  birth  of  an  heir  {^parent,  or  to  purchase 
a  crown  jeweL  These  would,  indeed,  be  pri- 
vate agent^  snoh  as  the  President,  not  as  Pres- 
Ident,  Irat  as  an  indlvidaal,  may  employ.  But 
wbo  wonld  think  for  a  moment  (tf  quartering 
Buoh  agents  on  tiie  Treasury  f  it  is  the  em- 
ployment which  gives  character  to  the  agent. 
If  Sent  on  a  high  embassy,  involving  the  com- 
tneroial  interests  of  the  country,  whether  his 
oharacter  be  publicly  known  or  not,  is  wholly 
Immatorial ;  uid  the  very  quotation  from  Mar- 
tens,  which  he  has  relied  on,  is  sufficient  to  sat- 
isfy the  Senator  of  this :  for,  says  that  writer, 
**  secret  embassies  are  of  many  sorts." 

IF  the  court  to  which  he  is  sent  (speaking  of 
one  employed  on  a  secret  embassy)  "be  in- 
formed of  the  object  of  his  mis^on,  he  ought 
to  be  granted  all  the  inviolability  due  tohim  as 
aBnister."  Did  Mr.  Bbind  make  known  to 
the  Porte  his  true  chartaetert  Tas  he  not 
recognized  fan  that  character  ?  IMd  he  not  ex- 
hibit hia  credentials,  entor  into  a  negotiation, 
and  conclude  a  ti%aty  of  commerce  and  navi- 
gation! Who  doubts  this?  The  fact  that  the 
treaty  is  ratified,  speaks  all  that  I  ask.  But, 
rar,  in  what  a  lamentable  position  is  this  u:gu- 
ment  of  the  gentieman  placed  by  the  Presi- 
dent's own  avowal,  made  but  a  day  since  in 
the  fitce  of  the  pnhUo  t  I  hold  in  my  band  the 
Intelligencer  of  this  morning,  contuning  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, covering  a  letter  fr<»n  Mr.  Rhiud 
on  the  aulgeet  of  oertain  fine  Arabian  steeds 
presented  to  him  by  the  Sultan.  [Here  Ifa-.  T. 
read  a  pwtion  of  Mr.  Bhind's  letter,  in  which 
he  usee  the  following  language  :]  "  Although 
tide  was  evidently  not  intended  to  me  (speaking 
of  the  present)  in  my  ofBoial  c^Mcity,  smce  the 
Ministers  were  aware  X  could  not  accept  them 
as  such*,  still  the  gift  was  one  that  could  not  be 
returned  without  givu^[  offence."  And,  but 
fbr  his offloial  o^ad^,  said  lb.  T.,  whyshonld 


Congress  be  troubled  wil2i  the  subject  at  all? 
The  mandate  of  the  constitution  interposes  witib 
the  declaration,  "  that  no  person  holdiuff  any 
office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  Umted  St^es 
shall,  without  the  -consent  of  Oongress,  accept 
of  any  present,  &c.,  from  any  kl^,  prince,  or 
foreign  State."  The  President,  then,  acknowl- 
edges Mr.  Bbind  to  have  been  an  officer  of 
Government ;  and,  as  I  am  indifferent  about 
names,  if  gentiemen  choose  to  unminiater  itc. 
Bhiud,  if  I  may  coin  a  phrase,  X  care  not,  so 
tbey  do  not  deny  that  he  was  an  officer  of  the 
Qovemment.  The  language  of  the  oonstituticHi 
embraces  as  well  the  case  of  an  officer,  how- 
ever subordinate,  as  of  an  envoy  extrsordina- 
ly.  But,  sir,  if  the  oircumstonce  of  these  per- 
sons having  been  engaged  on  a  secret  n^ion 
converts  them  into  mere  secret  agents  of  the 
President,  I  beg  to  know  what  bwomes  of  us 
when  we  go  into  secret  session.  Do  we  cease 
to  be  public  agents  while  sitting  with  closed 
doors !  True,  we  sit  not  then  in  public,  but  in 
secret ;  but  what  new  credentials  are  made  out 
for  us  ?  Away,  then,  with  these*  fiimsy  apolo- 
gies. Let  us  meet  this  question  boldly  and  fear- 
lessly. Let  us  tell  the  President  that  he  has 
erred.  Let  us  be  true  to  oursetves,  to  onr  con- 
stituent*, but,  above  all,  to  the  oonstltal^on. 
What  is  the  language  of  that  high  instrument? 
"  He  shall  nominate,  and,  by  aaa  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint, 
ambassadors,  and  other  public  ministers  and 
oonsnls.  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  ap- 
pointments are  not  herein  provided  for  and  es- 
tablished by  law."  The  obligation  to  nominate 
Is  one  thing,  that  to  appoint  another.  An  ap- 
pointment cannot  precede  a  nomination,  nor 
can  it  take  place  without  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  Did  the  President  nomi- 
nate these  commissioners,  these  ambassadors, 
these  official  agents?  Gentlemen  can  take  their 
choice  of  terms.  No.  Did  he  uipoint  them? 
Yes;  no  one  doubts  It,  Has  be  appointed 
them  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate  1  No :  for  no  nomination  ever  was 
submitted  to  the  Senate.  What,  then,  is  the 
inference  f  It  is  yltan  and  palpable ;  I  need 
not  express  it.  Sir,  is  not  tiiis  -enough  to  give 
us  pause  t  Language  cannot  be  clearer,  sense 
more  nniooamberecl,  or  injunction  more  obvi- 
ous. These  aivuments  apply  as  well  to  the 
Ministers  sent  by  Mr,  A^na,  so  far  as  their 
true  character  has  been  made  known,  as  to 
those  sent  by  President  Jaokson.  No  one  can 
sanction  the  one  and  disapprove  the  otiier,  or 
diasm>rove  the'tme  and  sanction  the  other.  By 
a  subeeqnent  clause  in  Uie  oonstitution,  authw- 
ity  is  ^ven  to  the  President  to  fill  vaoanoiea 
occuri^og  during  the  recess.  No  man  can  mis- 
take the  true  meaning  of  that  clause-— vacan- 
cies which  occur  between  arasion  and  session  of 
Congress  should  be  ffiled  by  the  President ;  but 
he  is  bound  to  nominate  to  the  Senate  during 
the  sessitm  succeeding  such  appointment ;  and 
to  goard  and  limit  this  power,  the  ocmmdadoa 
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expires  wifii  each  session.  Any  otiber  reading 
would  inTest  the  President  with  nnlimitc4  and 
nncontroUable  power.  Can  we  poasiblf  mistake 
a  text  BO  plainly,  bo  dearly  ezpressedf 

I  have  read  to  the  Senate-  the  clause  in  the 
constitntion  relating  to  this  subject.  I  have 
said  that  no  man  conid  mistake  the  meaning.  I 
beg  leave  to  recant  that  expression.  There  is 
one  class  of  men  who  may  construe  it  differ- 
ently :  statesmen,  they  call  themselves ;  but  no 
more  like  statesmen  of  former  times,  "  than  I 
to  Henmles."  They  bdong  not  to  the  earth, 
nor  deal  with  it  jostlj ;  they  apum  the  gronnd 
on  which  they  walk.-  Following  the  li^ts  of 
ft  bewildered  imaginaiion,  tiiey  ra^  into  speo* 
Illations,  and,  in  their  mad  career,  trample  un- 
der foot  rights  natural  and  chartered.  The 
oonstitntion  preeents  no  barrier  in  the  way. 
Its  lanjpiage,  however  simple  and  ^Mn,  is  con- 
Btrued  mto  an  ambiguous  text  to  suit  their  ruin- 
ous designs.   Every  thing  is  too  plain  and  sim- 

Sle  for  their  vast  minds.  They  go  for  splen- 
or ;  and  what  does  not  glitter,  is  resarded  as 
worthless.  Ifay  heaven,  in  its  goodness,  re- 
lieve US  from  all  the  tribe.  Sir,  I  take  the  sim- 
ple, unambigooQB  language  of  the  «onstatation 
as  I  find  it  I  will  not  inquire  what  it  should 
be,  bnt  what  H  ia,  when  I  oome  to  decide  upon 
it  The  wisdom  of  our  iUustrious  ancestors 
framed  it ;  and  when  I  am  asked  to  exchange 
it  for  the  ix^ioy  of  the  hour,  I  answer,  nay. 
No  matter  by  what  circumstaiices  I  may  be  sur- 
rounded— abused,  slandered,  vilified,  as  much 
as  my  bitterest  enemies  may  please — this  shall 
be  my  answer :  Every  day's  experience  satisfies 
me,  that,  amidst  all  the  turmoil  and  confusion 
of  parties,  the  first  poet  of  safety  is,  to  stand 
by  the  constitution ;  the  second  post  of  safety 
ia,  to  stand  \>j^  the  constitution ;  and  the  last 
poft  <tf  aafistf  ia,  to  stand  by  the  oonstitntion. 

Tha  Senator  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Diokkb- 
mmt)  dted,  as  matter  of  histtny,  the  ncanination 
by  the  elder  Adams,  in  1709,  of  Hr.*Smitli,  as 
Minister  to  the  Porte  j  for  what  purpose  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  imagine.  The  app<nntment  was 
made,  but  not  aoc^ted.  In  my  conception,  it 
operates  diaadvantageonaly  to  uie  recent  pro- 
ceeding. 

When  a  boy,  I  learned  that  the  elder  Adams 
was  the  advocate  of  strong  government  He 
had  held  up,  by  his  writings,  the  British  Gov- 
ermnent  as  the  most  stopendous  fabric  of  hu- 
man invention;  and  yet  he  deemed  it  his 
bonnden  duty  to  auid  no  Minister  to  Constanti- 
nople without  preTioualyBalHnitting  the  nomi- 
nation to  1^  S^te.  Was  Uime  any  nrater 
necesnty  for  d<diig  »  in  this  instance  than  in 
that  f  The  otjeets  were  the  same.  If  it  be 
said  that  secrecy  was  more  necessary  now  than 
-Hien,  might  not  the  message  have  w^oined  se- 
crecy !  And  is  there  any  man  here  who  would 
have  betrayed  his  trust?  But,  sir,  are  the 
forms  of.  tiie  oonstitntion  to  be  disre^irded  be- 
oanse  the  Executive  may  deem  it  proper  to 
keep  from  the  knowle^»  of  the  world  its 
Mdiemes  of  diplomaej  i  what  is  this  but  to 
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make  the  Executive  superior  to  the  constitu- 
tion! 

With  regard  to  the  precedoits  rdied  npon  in 
this  debate,  I  have  cme  answer  for  all  q£  them ; 
and  it  is,  that,  even  if  they  were  all  in  point, 
the  constitution  would  remun  unchanged. 
Shall  we  consecrate  abase?  Shall  we  plead 
precedent  to  justify  error  ?  Is  the  le^suttiou 
of  Congress,  or  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Department,  above  the  constitution?  Shall 
the  creature  daim  to  control  the  creator  t  Pile 
precedent  upon  precedent  imtil  yon  make  Ossa 
like  a  wart,  and  yet  no  sofficdent  jnstifioatim  ia 
Aunished  for  the  Executive.  Sir,  I  am  willing 
to  admit  that  these  precedents  m»j  be  uigecL 
and  I  care  not  how  sueoessfnlly,  in  excuse  oi 
the  President  They  have  misled  others,  and 
why  not  him  ?  But  in  my  opinion  he  has  been 
misled,  and  it  is  my  solemn  duty  to  say  so. 

Hy  colleague  has  anticipated  the  answer  to 
all  those  cases,  and  it  woiud  be  idle  for  me  to 
tread  upon  the  ground  over  which  he  has  gone. 
They  have  no  just  application  to  the  quwtion 
now  under  disousuon.  Huch  stress  is  laid  on 
the  circumstance  that  treaties  have  been  n^o- 
tiated  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  Now,  I  do 
not  mean  to  dedde  a  question  not  befm  me, 
but  I  can  well  owoeive  a  marked  and  strong 
difference  between  that  case  and  this.  The 
Secretary  of  State  is  an  officer  known  to  exist- 
ing laws.  He  ia  nominated  to,  and  appointed 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate. He  is  charged  with  the  diplomatic  relti- 
tiom  of  the  country.  With  Miniaters  near  this 
Government,  it  is  his  duty  to  carry  on  corre- 
spondence. He  is  the  true  constitutional  dian- 
nel  through  which  the  sentiments  of  the  Presi- 
dent are  made  known  to  foreign  nations ;  and 
I  can  see  no  great  impropriety  in  the  Presi- 
dent's investing  him  with  power  to  ugn  a  treaty 
which  the  Secretary  has  hmoaelf  negotiated,  ana 
to  exchange  its  ratifications.  But,  sir,  to  make 
that  case  parallel  with  the  present,  ima^e  that 
the  President  commissions  him  as  a  Uinister  to 
a  foreign  country,  without  any  nomination  to 
the  Senate ;  or,  suppose  be  appoints  him  Secre- 
tary of  State,  without  the  sanction  or  authority 
of  the  Senate ;  then  a  cose  like  that  under  dia- 
cussion  arises ;  and  the  answer  to  both  is  the 
same — the  constitotion  forbids  it 

I  have  expressed  to  you  candidly  my  own 
convictions  upon  this  subject ;  many  gentlemen 
will,  no  doubt,  take  opposite  views  m>m  those 
I  entertain.  K  so,  I  know  how  to  tolerate  dif- 
ferences of  <^inion  between  men.  Such  Sea- 
ators  will,  no  doubt,  be  actuated  by  as  honest 
intentions  as  myself.  For  myself^  the  path  o^ 
duty  is  stra^ht,  imd  I  shall  walk  in  it  Shall 
I  displease  the  President  by  doing  so  ?  If  X  do 
I  cannot  help  it  Bnt  I  daim*to  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  ms  example ;  and  bright  and  glo- 
rious is  that  example.  When  he  exercised  his 
veto  over  certain  bills  daring  the  last  session  of 
Oongress,  he  had  my  most  unqualified  applause. 
I  have  seen  much  in  his  career  to  ^plaud.  The 
patriot  who  has  shed  his  Uood  on  the  emfaat* 
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tied  plain  in  beh&lf  of  hU  ooaDtrj,  will  not 
hesitate  to  apiirove  the  effort  which  is  made  to 
men  the  eons^tntion  from  the  effect  of  an  error 
into  which  he  may  hare  fUIen.  He  ratifles  no 
error  of  onrs.  The  two  Honsea  of  Oongress, 
no  doDbt  with  Bolemn  oonviotioos  of  both  its 
«niedien<7  and  constitalioaalitj,  pass  a  bill, 
wnit^  in  his  eatimstioD,  infHnges  on  the  oon- 
Btitntion ;  witli  Roman  firmness  he  forbids  its 
beooming  a  law.  Shall  we  rival  this  example, 
or  shall  we  be  less  faithfdl  to  the  trost  oonfided 
to  OS  t  The  different  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment are  intended  to  oheok  each  other.  In 
the  L^slatare  each  branch  has  a  check  upon 
.the  other,  ud  the  Presdent  on  both,  while 
each  haa  a  check  on  him.  We  will  do  oar 
dntj  th«t,  as  becomes  ns. 

It  is,  however,  repeated,  that  it  is  now  too 
late  to  object ;  we  ahonld  have  objected  to  rat- 
iiyinff  the  treaty.  I  had  hoped  not  to  have 
heard  this  ailment  repeated,  after  tiie  oondu- 
sive  answer  which  waa  ^ven  to  it  by  my  col- 
league. When  a  treaty  is  submitted  to  the  Sen- 
ate, the  only  qaeslion  which  properly  arises  is, 
merely,  is  it  good,  or  is  it  bad  ?  If  the  first,  it 
shonld  be  rifled ;  if  the  last,  rejected.  The 
Prendent  is  invested  with  fnll  power  to  nego- 
tiate all  b^aties ;  and  when  he  asks  an  appro- 
priation to  the  Ministers  employed  in  negotiat- 
ing it,  the  question  then  for  the  first  time  comes 
m>,  as  to  the  legality  of  th^  mpointment. 
Here,  theOf  is  onr  reason  for  not  having  disooss- 
ed  this  matter  in  seordi  session,  apart  from  all 
othera  Bnt,  fnrthermore,  two  altemstiveB 
were  presented,  and  we  had  a  right  to  exercise 
a  Round  discretion  in  choosing  between  them. 
We  woold  obvioosly  take  tiiat  which  wonld 
produce  the  slightest  ii^ury.  Again,  it  Is  said 
that  we  have  taken  to  ourselves  the  benefit  of 
others'  labor,  and  we  ought  to  pay  for  it.  Ko 
one  denies  it.  It  has  never  been  denied.  But 
I  take  it  that  there  is  a  manifest  difference  be- 
tween an  application  made  by  the  Government, 
and  one  made  by  an  individual.  The  one  ad- 
dresses itself  to  onr  obligations  of  duty,  and  the 
other  to  oar  conTiotioiu  of  what  may  be  jast  or 
eqnitaUft,  To  sanction  the  first,  is  to  approve 
the  coarse  which  the  administri^on  has  pnr- 
saed,  and  to  sacrifice  winciple.  To  re^nd  to 
the  sopidioation  of  the  individaal,  is  to  obey 
the  snggesUons  of  a  benevolent  policy.  The 
error  of  Government  we  will  not  sanction,  but 
we  will  redress  to  the  man  the  injury  which 
that  error  may  have  prodncod,  bnt  it  must  be 
on  his  private  petition  or  application.  The 
Secretary  of  State  would  then  be  heard  as  a 
mere  witness  in  behalf  of  the  applicant,  not  as 
an  officer  of  Government  making  a  requisition 
npon  na.  I  care  not,  however,  for  the  mere 
form  in  which  t^is  thing  is  done,  provided  the 
great  prinoiple  be  saved ;  and,  before  I  take  my 
■eat,  t  shall  move  an  amendment  which  wiU 
save  that  principle. 

Why,  then,  shoidd  we  have  been  goaded  Into 
<^^K>8iti<m  to  the  adminiatration  by  a  persever* 
anee  in  a  ooune  whidh  we  cannot  ^>prove  f 
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Why  presented  to  the  pnUio  in  an  attitade 
which  we  earnestly  decnre  to  avoid  f  Is  it  a 
put  of  the  policy  of  tiie  times  ?  Heret(^br»— 
for  we  have  differed  from  the  Frerident  bat 
npon  one  question  of  important^ — ^we  acted 
then,  as  we  do  now,  upon  high  principles.  We 
deemed  it  then,  as  the  constitutional  advistnrs 
of  the  Prendent,  onr  imperious  duty  to  differ 
frofti  him  in  opinion.  The  principle  involved 
was  intimately  connected  with  the  freedom  of 
the  press ;  we  deemed  it  as  hazardous  to  make 
the  press  the  prominent  subject  of  Executive 
favor,  as  of  Executive  displeasure.  The  influ- 
ence of  money  is  more  irresistible  than  that  of 
force.  In  this  country  there  is  no  danger  frtHn 
the  last ;  bnt  the  first  is  the  lever  by  which 
free  systenu  are  overtan^  We  rested  v^tm. 
the  gix>d  sense  of  tiie  pnblio  for  onr  vindica- 
tion, and  folded  onr  arms  in  dlenoe.  We  there- 
by gave  the  most  omulnuve  evidence  of  our 
desire  for  the  President's  success  in  tiie  adndn* 
istration  of  the  Government,  What  was  onr 
reward  ?  Were  we  treated  with  ordinary  civil- 
ity f  We  were  declared  to  be  in  opposition  to 
the  adnunistration.  Hard  names  were  bestowed 
upon  ns;  abuse  copiously  poured  out  on  onr 
heads ;  our  motives  assailed  and  misrepresent- 
ed ;  onr  designs  represented  as  dark  and  evil. 
This  language  has  been  persisted  in  for  the  last 
twelve  months,  Oui  ixmoT  For  the  good  of 
the  FremdenL  or  of  the  party  to  which  we  be- 
long ?  Is  this  the  w^  to  attach  high-minded 
men  to  any  cause  t  Human  nature,  speaking 
almost  audibly  from  the  heart  of  all,  answers 
in  the  negative.  A  new  discovery  was  mad& 
Ky  colleague  was  represented  as  an  old  federal- 
ist, the  moment  he  gave  a  vote  consecrated,  as 
I  verity  believe  it  to  be,  to  the  purest  repnbli- 
cantsm.  The  history  of  his  life,  ^hibiting  him 
as  it  did,  reared  in  the  very  arms  of  democracy, 
was  not  sufficient  to  protect  him.  The  circum- 
stance of  his  being  an  actor  in  the  spirit-star- 
ring crisis  of  179&-'9;  of  the  part  which  he 
bore  in  that  session  of  Oongress  which  wit- 
nessed the  retirement  of  the  elder  Adams  from 
the  Prendency ;  of  the  uniform  oon^stenoy  of 
his  life  in  adhering  to  the  governmental  doc- 
trines with  which  he  set  out;  of  the  dislin* 
gaished  part  whi(^  he  bore  in  the  late  arduous 
struf^le ;  nothing  was  soffident  to  protect  him 
from  this  charge,  or  shield  him  from  the  bitter- 
ness of  these  hostile  attacks.  For  myself,  I  had 
nothing  bnt  a  conscious  int^ity  to  plead  in 
my  behalf,  and  that  av^ed  me  as  littie  as 
the  services  of  my  coUe^ue  availed  him.  Onr 
own  constituents  urged  no  compltunt ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  seriously  declare  that  I  have  scarce- 
ly seen  the  man  within  the  broad  limits  of  Vir- 
.ginia  who  did  not  approve  our  course.  To  use 
the  language  of  erne  of  her  cntizens,  that  "  un- 
terrified"  oonmuHiwefdth  can  never  be  <^>er- 
ated  vn  by  causeless  damor.  None  these  at- 
tacks were  made  fhnn  thence,  or  from  any  part 
of  the  South.  Nor  did  any  come  from  tiie 
West  Fhwa  whenoe  then  did  they  proceed  f 
They  came  firam  the  NorUi,  and  in  all  their  vi* 
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olenoe  from  <Hie  particular  State.  "  Call  yoa 
this  backing  of  7oiir  fnendal"  Is  this  the 
mode  to  eonft^idate  a  partr  f  It  ia  a  modem 
dbcoreiy,  And  nnknown  beretofore  to  the  world. 
We  could  not  justify  it  to  ourselves,  then,  Mr. 
President,  to  remain  silent  on  this  new  oooa^on 
on  which  we  are  compelled  to  ^ffer  from  the 
administration.  Oar  opinions  and  oar  ail- 
ments will  ffo  to  our  constituents,  and  I  fear 
not  the  resmt  of  the  verdict  tbej  will  retom. 

This  has  been  called  a  mere  question  of  power 
between  the  Senate  and  the  President  Sir,  it 
is  a  question  whether  the  constitution  is  su- 
preme, and  binding  upon  all.  But  if  we  were 
now  forming  the  GoTemment,  I  would  add  to 
the  power  w  the  Preddent  not  even  so  mnofa 
as  would  torn  the  Boeles  b^  the  hundredth  part ; 
offthair.  Thereiaabeadyeiuiaf^Qfthein^ 
of  monarobj  in  the  Preddential  office.  Inera 
lies  the  true  danger  to  our  institutions.  It  has 
already  1>ecome  the  great  magnet  of  attraction. 
The  struggles  to  attain  it  are  destined  to  enlist 
all  the  worst  passions  of  our  nature.  It  is  the 
true  Pandora's  box.  Place  in  the  President's 
hands  the  key  to  the  door  of  the  Treasurj,  by 
oonferring  on  him  the  uncontrolled  power  of 
appointing  to  office,  wd  lii>ert7  cannot  abide 
among  us.  In  the  Iwguage  of  Lord  Chatham, 
this  would  be  to  inflict  the  irremedicabile 
wUwm.  "  Not  poppy,  or  mandragora,  or  all 
flie  drow^  idmps  <a  the  world,  ooold  medi- 
dne"  na  "to  that  sweet  peace"  which  we 
should  thereby  lose.  Ko,  t&t\  the  glittering 
diadem  is  already  studded  with  Jewels,  and 
ambition  evermore  urges  its  votaries  to  elntch 
it  What  would  it  not  be  If  yon  adorn  it  with 
blazing  diamonds  ? 

If,  £en,  we  stand  alone,  we  shall  (^)pose  the 
principle  which  has  now  been  carried  into  prac- 
tice. It  would  be  a  proud  distinction;  bat 
this  will  not  i>e  our  fate.  Indications  have  al- 
ready l>eea  given  of  a  contrary  character,  and  I 
hail  tiiem  as  a  sure  augury  of  suooess. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Ttleb  offered  the  follow- 
ing proviso,  by  way  of  amendment  to  Mr. 
E^b'b  proposition : 

^^Prmithd,  t^uayg.  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  ts  sanctiouiog,  or  in  any 
way  approving,  the  ftppoiotmeot  of  these  persons, 
by  the  Presiaent  alone,  -during  tlie  recess  of  the 
Senate,  and  without  their  sdnce  and  consent,  as 
oommisdonen  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Otto- 
man Porte." 

Mr.  Browv,  of  North  Oarolina,  next  rose, 
and  observed,  that,  when  he  had  taken  his  seat 
that  morning,  he  had  entertinned  but  littie  ex- 
pectation tlut  he  should  have  entered  into  ^e 
discuBNon  of  the  sabject  then  under  eonsidera- 
tioa ;  but,  nnprepared  aa  he  was,  the  ezteaor' 
^nary  ooorse  whidi  it  had  taiktm  bad  induced 
^m  to  d^art  fimn  that  determination,  and  to 
t/Lsim  tiie  indnlgence  of  the  Senate,  modbctiy 
to  present  his  views  in  opporitioa  to  tiie  motion 
which  proposed  to  strike  out  the  appropriation 
maMsff  eompoisatifHi  to  the  oommisuonns  xp- 
pointed  by  the  Fkvndentof  the  United  States 


to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  oommeFoe  with  tht 
Turkiui  Govenuneut 

H«  would  now  proceed  briefly  to  examine 
the  transaction  whuh  had  been  so  severely  an- 
imadverted upon.  The  facts  connected  with  it 
were  briefly  these,  and  bad  already  been  ably 
discussed  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana. 
When  the  present  administiwtion  entered  on 
tibie  discharge  of  its  public  duties,  it  found  that 
the  precedmg  administration  had  appointed 
confidential  agents  to  ascertain  if  a  treaty  could 
not  ^3e  made  with  the  Turkish  Government^ 
and  to  ^ect  that  object  if  it  could  be  don& 
This  mission  having  failed  to  accomplish  its 
purpose,  and  one  of  the  oommisadoners  appoints 
ed  under  the  late  administration  having  return- 
ed to  the  United  States.  Ihe  Freddent  anzions 
to  open  new  and  lucrative  ohannds  of  trade  to 
the  oommerotal  enterprise  dtir  oitiseiu, 
pointed  Mr.  Bblnd  and  Captain  Biddle,  in  oon- 
junction  with  Mr.  Offiey,  to  ^ect,  if  practio»* 
ble,  that  which  the  late  administration  had 
fiiiled  to  do.  To  this  it  was  objected,  that  it 
was  an  assumption  of  power,  in  violation  of  that 
provisiim  of  t^e  constitution  which  declares 
that  the  President  '*  shall  have  power,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of  the  Sen- 
ators present  concur ;  and  he  shall  nominate^ 
and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Sffiiate,  shall  appdnt  ambassadors,  other  pnUio 
ministers  and  consuls,  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  United  States 
whose  appointmenta  are  not  h««in  otherwise 
provided  for,  and  which  shall  l>e  established  by 
law,"  &c.  He  readily  conceded  that  the  Presi- 
dent could  not  constitutionally  appoint  a"  pul>- 
lio  minister"  or  "ambassador,"  without  first 
consulting  the  Senate,  and  their  concurrence 
had  in  the  appointment,  unless  to  fill  up  a  va* 
canoy  which  had  occurred  in  the  recess  of  the 
BenMe.  But  in  the  appointment  then  under 
oonnderation,  in  which  the  Executive  had  ap- 
pointed mere  confidential  agenta,  he  thought  he 
could  peroeive  an  obvious  dlflt^netioD.  Th^y 
had  ijeen  ^jpointed  far  a  spedal,  derignated 
purpose,  not  clothed  with  the  usual  powers  of 
public  Ministers,  unprotected  by  the  immuni- 
ties and  privileges  whidi,  by  the  law  of  nations, 
were  extended  to  that  class  of  Ministers  oon- 
templated  by  the  constitution.  Where,  then, 
was  the  inMngement  of  the  constitution,  which 
had  l>een  so  much  reproiuted  t  By  that  instm- 
ment,  the  management  of  our  foreign  rdationa 
was  peculiariy  confided  to  the  Executive  De- 
partment of  the  Government.  The  power  of 
appointing  confidential  agents  to  confer  and 
treat  with  foreign  powers  in  relation  to  com- 
merce, was  Auriy  dednmbte  from  tlua  intj  im- 
posed by  the  o(»8titttti<m  <m.  the  Preddent  It 
was  unreasonable  to  suppose  that,  when  a  duty 
was  reqtdred  of  an  omoer  of  the  Govonment 
by  the  cotfBtitntion,  it  withheld  from  Um  the 
power  to  employ  the  necessary  means  for  ita 
acoompU^unent  Not  would  its  ezwoiae  be 
attended  with  the  calamitoiu  enuequneea 
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which  we  had  heard  bo  much  deprecated.  It 
could  not,  in  any  case,  nnite  ns,  ei^er  hj  a 
ocMnmercial  or  political  connection,  with  foreign 
nations,  without  the  previous  consent  of  that 
hodr,  as  the  concorrent  aathority  of  the  Senate 
in  the  ratification  of  treaties  wonld  alw^s  in- 
terpose an  effectual  banier  agfdnst  acts  <n  Ex- 
eeutlTe  indiscretion,  or  Schemes  of  ambition. 
Nor  wonld  the  t^ection  of  a  treaty  by  the  Sen- 
ate, thos  negotiated,  have  a  tendenoj-  to  embroil 
US  with  foreign  nations,  as  bad  been  argued ; 
for  every  Government  with  whom  we  may 
have  diplomatic  relations,  either  ia,  or  is  sup- 
posed to  be,  cognizant  of  the  treaty-making 
power  nuder  onr  Government;  and  a  refusal 
by  the  Senate  to  ratify  a  treaty  could  not  af- 
ford any  just  gronnd  of  omniJidnt  or  hostility 
against  us. 

Passing  from  the  arguments  £urly  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  proper  ccmstruction  of  the  consti- 
tution, what,  he  would  ask,  bad  been  the 
usage  of  almost  every  administration,  as  he  be- 
UeTOd,  from  the  origin  of  oar  Government 
down  to  that  period  t  He  confessed  that  be 
attadied  bnt  little  wught  to  precedents,  unless 
they  were  sanctioned  by  long  and  nninterrapt- 
ed  practice,  and  were  authorized  by  a  fiiir  con- 
struction of  the  constitution.  The  practice  of 
appointing  commissioners  of  a  rimilar  character 
with  those  who  had  been  commisnmed  to  ne- 
gotiate with  Turkey,  had  commenced  witii 
General  Washington ;  he  had,  in  the  early  part 
of  his  administration,  pointed  commission- 
's to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Dey 
of  Algiers,  without  a  previous  nomination  to 
the  Senate.  SabseqnenUy,  Ur.  Jefferson  had 
appointed  oommis^oners  to  treat  with  the  Tri- 
IKuitan  Government ;  and,  in  1808,  he  commis- 
sioned ICr.  Short  as  Minister  plenipotentiary  to 
the  court  of  St.  Petmbnig,  in  the  recess  of  the 
8«iate,  whlcih  was  not  to  fill  a  vacancy,  as  the 
Hinted,  States  had  not  before  been  represented 
1^  a  pnhlio  IGnister  at  tbat  court.  Uuch  as 
he  revered  the  memory  of  Hr.  Jefferson,  whose 
great  and  invalnaUe  services  to  his  country,  as 
a  statesman,  had  not,  in  his  opinion,  been  sur- 
passed by  any  of  his  cotemporaries,  yet  he  did 
not  believe,  that  the  Ezecntive  power  was,  by 
a  proper  constmction  of  the  constitution,  com- 
post to  commission  a  public  Minister,  without 
this  advioe  and  oonaent  of  the  Senate,  unless  to 
fill  a  vacancy  which  happens  in  the  recess. 
This  instance  has  been  adduced  of  the  exercise 
of  the  ^pointing  power  by  President  Jeffer- 
son,  to  snow  the  great  divend^  of  opinion 
whieh  had  heretofive  existed  among  the  UHMt 
eminent  patriots  and  statesmen,  in  relation  to 
its  exten^  and  not  that  he  considered  it  at  ail 
analogous  to  the  present  case.  It  showed  that 
a  power  much  higher  and  much  more  question- 
abie  had  been  exerted  nnder  an  administration 
deservedly  enl(^zed  for  its  almost  uniform  ad^ 
ho^nce  to  a  limited  construction  of  the  powers 
^the  General  Government 

The  two  first  oases  to  whidi  he  had  adverted, 
showing  the  ex«dse  of  tha  ssme  power  in  the 
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early  administration  of  our  country,  had  oc- 
curred, it  is  true,  when  a  state  of  war  elated 
between  this  country  and  those  to  whom  com- 
missioners were  deputed  to  treat.  The  gentie- 
man  from  Yirginia  (Mr.  Tazxwbll)  had  main- 
tained the  proposition  that  the  President  could 
rightfnlly  exert  this  power  in  a  state  of  war, 
though  not  in  a  time  of  peace,  for  the  reason 
that  the  object  for  which  war  is  carried  on  ia 
the  attainment  of  peace ;  and  that  the  I^«n- 
deat  may  institnte  a  mission  without  consult- 
ing the  Senate  to  eflfeot  that  end.  Mr.  B.  said 
he  ooold  not  yield  hia  assent  to  this  ailment ; 
for  if  the  Preudent  was  vested  with  authority 
to  appoint  c(nnniiBii<aiers  in  time  of  war,  it  fcd- 
lowea  as  a  consequence  that  he  conld  exert  the 
same  power  in  time  of  peace.  When  publio 
fhnctionaries  look  to  the  constitution  for  a  war- 
rant for  the  exercise  of  power,  it  was  an  ad- 
mitted role  of  construction,  where  a  provision 
of  that  instmment  expressly  conferred  powers, 
as  in  that  before  quoted  by  him,  which  ^ves 
to  the  President  the  power  of  appointing  am  baa- 
sadors  and  other  public  Ministers,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  "  and  to  fill  np 
all  vacancies  that  may  hi^pen  during  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  by  granting  oommismona  which 
shall  expire  at  the  end  of  th^r  next  sesnon," 
that  resort  could  not  be  had  to  any  other  clause 
to  enlarge  that  power  by  implication ;  and  the 
olanae  expressly  conferring  the  power  could 
alone  be  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  true  extent  of  the  authority  granted. 
The  constitution  did  not  vary  with  the  ciroum' 
stances  of  peace  or  war ;  it  did  not  hold  differ- 
ent language  on  different  occasions.  He  had 
been  taught  to  believe  that  the  principles  of 
that  instrument  were  fixed  and  inflexible,  and 
did  not  bend  to  any  emeigency,  however  preaa- 
ing,  or  any  neoesdty,  however  high. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  w(nild  now  prooeed  to  exam* 
ine  the  analogy  which  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
ginia (Mr.  Tazewell)  had  endeavored  to  traoe^ 
and,  as  be  thought,  unsnocessfolly,  between  the 
principles  avowed  in  President  Adams's  Mea- 
sage  m  relation  to  the  Panama  mission,  and 
the  case  then  under  discussion.  The  gentleman 
who  had  preceded  him  in  this  debate,  had  reit- 
erated the  same  objection,  and  had  read  ex- 
tracts from  the  speeches  of  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  present  cabinet,  to  shon^  that  theb: 
coarse,  on  that  occasion,  when  members  of  the 
Senate,  was  wholly  irreconcilable  with  the 
course  which  the  Executive  had  pursued,  in 
Hipointiiu  oommiarioners  to  treat  with  the 
Tnrklah  Government.  Hr.  B.  aidd,  without 
commenting  on  the  essential  distinction,  in 
many  respecte,  between  the  characters  of  the 
Ministers  which  IVesident  Adams  had  asserted 
his  power  to  commission  to  attend  the  Oongreas 
of  Panama,  and  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  treat  with  Turkey,  he  would  ask  permisncm 
to  read  a  part  of  tiie  speech  delivered  in  the 
Senate  by  the  Senator  from  Vir^nia  (Mr.  Tazb- 
wbll)  on  the  memorable  discussion  in  relatifm 
to  the  Panama  mi— inm.  After  oonunenting  on 
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the  case,  ia  whieh  General  Washington  bad 
wpointed  oommissionera  to  treat  for  peace  with 
we  Hej  of  Algiers^  be  proceeded  aa  follows : 

The  next  remark  I  shaU  make  npon  it  is,  that, 
even  according  to  the  representation  given  of 
it,  it  was  the  case  of  an  agent  sent  to  a  bar- 
barian people,  who  were  not  then,  and  have 
never  since  been,  recognized  as  forming  any 
component  part  of  the  family  of  oiviHied  na- 
tions. Let  me  not  be  told  that  the  constitn- 
tional  power  of  the  President  is  the  same, 
whetJier  exerted  in  reference  to  a  savage  or 
civilized  nation.  We  all  know  that  this  is  not 
so.  No  appointment  of  a  Minister,  who  has 
ever  been  employed  to  negotiate  for  peace,  or 
for  uiy  thing  else,  with  any  Indian  tribe, 
whether  dwemng  within  or  withoat  onr  terri- 
tory, whether  Osage  or  Sendnd^  has  ever 
been  kdd  before  the  Senate  for  their  onuent 
They  are  all  conndovd  as  agents  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  not  pablio  Uinisters  of  the  people ; 
and  all  our  intercourse  with  barbarians  must, 
of  necessity,  present  anomalies,  from  which  no 
principles  can  be  inferred.  I  will  not  go  into 
reasoning  to  show  why  this  must  and  ought  to 
be  BO,  although  it  woiOd  be  easy  to  show  it.  I 
merely  state  the  fact,  which  is  conclusive,  to 
prove  tbat  the  case  of  a  mission  to  Algiers,  or 
to  the  Ohoctaws,  can  never  be  a  precedent  to 
Justify  a  mission  to  Panama."  Mr.  B.  said 
that,  in  the  remarks  which  he  had  read  from  the 
Bpeech  of  the  Senator  from  Yiivinia,  he  thought 
the  distinodon  which  he  haa  taken  between 
the  case  of  the  Panama  mis^on  and  the  one  in 
qnesMon  was  folly  sustained,  and  that  it  was 
dearly  conceded  Oiat  the  President  could,  con- 
stitutionally, appoint  agents  to  negotiate  with  a 
barbarian  nation,  without  the  previous  consent 
of  the  Senate.  He  would  ask,  where  was  the 
distinction  as  to  the  power  to  send  a  mission' to 
the  then  existing  Government  of  Algiers,  and 
that  sent,  under  the  present  administration, 
to  the  Turkish  Governments  If  the  principle 
holds  good  in  the  one  case,  it  appeared  to  do 
80  eqnally  in  the  other.  If  the  President  can 
ezeroise  the  power  in  reference  to  any  one  na- 
tion of  pet^e,  whether  savage,  or  otherwise,  it 
appeared  to  bun  to  follow  plainly  that  he  conld 
(fo  so  in  refereAce  to  alL  as  the  constitution  did 
not  vary  the  power  of  the  President  to  appoint 
commissioners  to  treat  with  foreign  nations,  ac- 
cording to  Qieir  degrees  of  barbarism  or  civ- 
ilization, but  afforded  a  fixed  rule  as  to  the 
power  of  the  Prewdent,  applicable  to  nati(HU  c£ 
every  condition. 

Hr.  B.  sud  be  had  heard  with  a  dej^e  of 
surprise  which  be  could  not  conceal,  m  the 
course  of  this  debate,  an  attempt  to  discriminate 
between  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  his  cabinet 
advisers,  attributiag  all  responsibility  to  them 
in  relation  to  the  Turkic  treaty.  This  was. 
indeed,  a  novel  doctrine  in  1^  country,  and 
one  which  he  woold  venture  to  say  was  not  In 
acoordanoe  with  the  theo^  of  onr  Government. 
"Dm  doobine  of  Executive  InfalUbility  was  un- 
known to  OUT  Ibrm  of  GoTOiunent ;  the  Bred- 
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dent  was  alone  re^nnble  for  his  o£3cial  acts 
to  the  people  ct  tiie  United  States,  and,  he  bs^ 
lieved,  wonld  never  seek  to  escape  responftibU* 
ity  in  the  ^scha^  of  his  pnbiio  dntica:  lie 
must,  therefore,  be  pmnltted  to  s^r  fltat  he 
did  not  think  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Hr.  Tazbwbli.)  was  to  be  received  as 
a  very  flattering  oompliment  to  the  President, 
when  he  expressed  ms  perfect  confidence  in 
tlie  hcNaeety  of  his  intentions,  but  believed  that 
he  had  been  deceived  by  his  Ministers,  who 
were  supposed  to  have  advised  him  to  this 
course. 

Mr.  Tazxwkil  in  reply  to  Mr,  Ltvotoston: 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana,  said  Mr. 
1^  has  again  undertaken  to  chide  me  for  the 
nnmeaBQKid  lanniage  In  which  I  have  described 
the  act  of  the  EzMntive,  oouceming  wlu6h  I 
spoke  when  I  last  addraaaed  the  6«i^  I  oan 
readily  oonoeive  that  the  strong  terms  I  em- 
ployed to  characterize  this  transaction  may  not 
be  very  familiar  to  tiie  fastidiousness  of  coorta 
or  palaces,  where  the  dulcet  sonnds  of  appro* 
bation  and  admiration  only  are  commoMj 
heard.  But  as  my  words  denote  precisely  the 
opinions  I  desired  to  oommunioate  to  those  I 
addressed,  and  were  merely  the  abbrenation  (tt 
the  conclusions  to  which  I  thought  I  had  en- 
titled myself,  by  the  arguments  I  had  used,  I 
was  not  aware  that  I  had  violated  any  mle  of 
etiquette  here,  in  thus  summing  np  the  reason- 
ing npm  the  snlfject ;  I  had  proved,  at  leut  to 
my  own  satisfiution,  that  the  eonstitation  fiir- 
nished  no  authority  to  the  Fresident  for  what 
he  had  done;  therefore,  I  Mt  myself  justdfied 
in  nieakiog  of  this  act  as  nnoonstitntional,  and 
as  lawless.  If  such  is  its  tme  character,  all 
mnst  concede  that  a  power  exerted  by  a  Presi- 
dent without  warrant  or  constitutional  grant  is 
a  nsuipation  on  his  part ;  and  as  such  a  osnrp- 
ation  in  this  case  was  a  direct  and  plain  in- 
fringement of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate,  it 
mnst  be  a  gross  violation  of  the  constitution,  in 
flagrant  den^iation  of  the  rights  of  this  body. 
To  the  Senate  I  certainly  owe  no  apol<^  for 
the  earnest  ftppeal  I  made  to  them,  to  induce 
them  to  Tindieidie  their  vidated  rights,  to  prove 
themselves  Mthflil  depositaries  of  the  trusts 
confided  to  them  by  the  constitution,  and  never, 
by  a  reftisal  to  assert  their  privileges,  to  coun- 
tenance tiie  idea  that  they  could  be  guilty  of 
a  base  surrender  of  the  rights  conferred  uptm 
them  by  the  States  they  represent,  which  rights 
so  conferred  are  in  truth  but  duties  imposed  bj 
onr  constituents  for  their  own  wise  purposes. 
This  would  be  a  dereliction  of  duty  on  onr 
part,  which,  however  much  it  may  be  de^red 
by  any  other  department  of  the  Government, 
could  scarcely  find  Justification  or  apology  here 
or  elsewhere. 

Ia  expressing  these  strong  opinions.  I  cer- 
tainly neither  measured  nor  weighed  the  foroa 
of  the  hmgnage  necessary  to  convey  them. 
Bnt  If  this  or  any  other  honorable  Senator 
would  have  been  pleased  to  famish  me  with 
the  fwpu  oourtly  ptuaBCB  in  which  I 
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lurre  oomnrnmoated  my  thoughts,  I  would  will- 
iBi^j  hftre  adopted  them,  provided  they  woold 
hare  expreseed  my  opmions  with  equal  precis- 
i<Mi.  I  donbt  much,  howeTer,  whether  I  should 
hsre  eeu^ed  the  oenaore  of  the  hoaorahle  Sen- 
ator from  Loninaiia,  if  I  had  borrowed  my 
terms  eren  from  his  own  worka,  or  from  the 
pnoedentB  fimiahed  hj  the  meohes  of  some 
of  thoae  hf  whom  tiie  Praddent  ia  now  amv 
rounded,  which  Bpeeohea  were  delivered  by 
them  during  the  Panama  debate.  President 
Jefibrson,  now  so  much  eulogized  by  this  hon- 
oraUs  Senator,  was  not  always  regarded  by 
lum,  I  believe^  as  entitled  to  moh  encomia. 
One  at  least  of  the  acta  of  this  President  was 
oharaoterized  by  this  Senator  in  langn^  as 
unqualified  as  any  I  hare  used ;  and  a  reference 
to  the  speeohes  to  which  I  have  allnded  will 
famish  many  examples  of  much  stronger  phrases 
than  any  I  have  employed,  and  this  too  in  rela- 
tion to  the  same  sabjeot.  These  terms  were 
tlwn  applied,  however,  to  the  asBertions  of  Pno- 
ident  Adams ;  and  X  have  spoken  of  the  acta  of 
Ptttrident  Jackson,  at  tempera  mutantur,  al- 
thoogh  the  oonstitntion  remains  t^e  same. 

But,  fflr,  let  no  one  think  that  I  mean  to  Jns- 
or  even  to  exonse  what  I  have  said,  by  the 
examples  of  others,  or  even  of  the  President 
himsdf.  My  jostiSoation  is,  that  whatever  I 
have  said,  I  thought ;  and  that  which  I  think 
of  the  poblic  acts  of  pnblio  men,  I  feel  myself 
at  perfect  liberty  to  speak  here,  whenever  a 
prop«r  occasion  arises  so  to  do.  In  this  case,  I 
neither  sought  nor  made  the  occasion.  I  would 
have  avoided  it  if  I  oonld.  Bat  the  President 
has  cliosea  to  present  his  application  to  this 
"body,  asking  na  to  appropriate  the  money  of  our 
ooostHuents  to  redeem  his  pledse  of  the  pnblio 
fsith,  plighted  without  our  sanction  or  any  con- 
Btitutionu  warrant,  and  I  am  so  called  upon  to 
approve  the  act.  Forced  thua  to  inquire  iuto 
the  character  of  that  which  has  been  done,  I 
am  constrained  to  speak  of  it  as  I  think  it  mer- 
ite.  I  have  done  so,  and  in  so  -doing,  have  done 
but  what  my  dnty  required. 

Hr.  President,  this  achate  has  taken  the  pre- 
tia»  course  which  Z  foresaw  it  would  ^e. 
The  advocates  of  this  impropriation,  instead  of 
meeting  or  oontrorating  any  poslticm  I  have 
nudnta&ied  in  raference  to  tiie  proper  oonstmo- 
tion  of  the  oouBtitntion,  have  endeavored  to 
Jnatify  what  has  been  done  by  the  precedents 
tii«7  cite,  and  the  practice  they  wlui  to  show 
to  nave  been  settleo.  The  Senatw  from  Louis- 
iana alone  has  e:q»reesed  any  doubt  as  to  the 
owreotnesB  of  the  interpretation  which  I  have 
given  of  the  constitution.  At  first,  this  doubt 
was  rested  upon  an  inversion  and  transposition 
of  the  terms  nsed  in  the  inatnunent.  This  at- 
tempt, however,  seems  to  be  abandoned  by 
him ;  and  he  now  seeks  to  att^n  the  same  ob- 
ject, by  inserting  a  stop  where  there  is  none. 
To  this  new  process  for  ohanging  the  meaning 
of  ita  proTifltHM,  1  have  no  other  answer  to 
give  than  tiiia— uot  ont  all  the  stops,  and  botii 
tibe  learned  and  unlearned  will  replace  them  as 
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they  now  are,  because  they  will  still  concur  in 
reading  the  instrument  as  I  have  read  it,  and 
in  construing  its  language  as  I  have  construed 
it.  Accordmg  to  this  construction,  I  repeat, 
the  President  alone  may  nominate,  but,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  only 
can  ^>point  to  any  office ;  and  when  vacandes 
h^^Mn  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  tite 
Ftendent  al<Hie  may  fill  np  such  vacanoiM,  1^ 
temporary  commissions  only.  Here  I  will 
leave  this  suggested  doubt,  confident  that  it  will 
never  ripen  mto  oertidn^  anywhere,  but  In 
some  hot-bed  jvepared  to  fbroe  ita  growth  nn- 
naturally. 

The  Senator  from  Louisiana  next  draws  a 
distinction  between  the  power  of  the  Preudent 
to  make  treaties  and  his  power  to  make  ap* 
pointments  to  office.  This  distinction  he  seeks 
to  support  by  a  reference  to  the  precedents  he 
has  cited.  This  distinction  is  certunly  new. 
If  to  be  sustained  at  aU,  It  must  be  by  the  force 
of  the  preeedents  only,  tia  the  wcnids  tjt  the 
constitution  as  expliduy  restrain  tiie  one  power 
as  they  do  tiie  other,  and  in  predaely  the  same 
mode.  Each  of  these  powers  is  given  to  the 
President ;  but  in  the  ver^  grant  itself  they  are 
both  required  to  be  exercised  by  him,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  oonsent  of  the  Senate" 
only ;  and  the  only  difference  between  them  i^ 
that,  in  making  treaties,  the  concurrence  of 
two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present,  and,  in 
m  Hiring  appointments,  the  concurrence  of  a 
majority  only^  is  required.  Then,  is  it  not 
strange,  that,,  m  the  very  case  where  the  con- 
stitution imposes  the  strongest  rMtraint,  it 
should  be  o(mteuded  that  none  exists ;  and  yet 
should  be  admitted  that,  in  the  other  ease,  the 
restraint  is  efi^eotnal,  altbouffh  this  restraint  la 
imposed  by  the  same  words  repeated  in  the 
very  next  member  of  the  same  sentence  ? 

But,  sir,  how  are  treaties  to  be  n^tiated  ? 
Certainly  by  some  officer  of  the  Government ; 
and  this,  whether  they  are  negotiated  at  home 
or  abroad.  For  it  is  asking  of  ns  too  mnoh, 
when  we  are  required  to  admit  that  he  who 
has  the  commission  of  the  Government,  which 
oommianon  is  signed  by  its  Ohief  Magistrate, 
anthenticated  by  its  gr«it  seiJ,  and  .who-ein  ia 
expressed,  that,  in  oonsideratioU  of  the  high  • 
confidence  r^cwed  in  him,  antiiorify  is  thereby 
given  hy  him  to  nledge  our  ^tii  and  honor,  la 
not  an  offioer  of  the  United  States.  So  that 
the  questiiHi  still  recurs,  can  the  Preddent 
alone,  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  create  such  an  office?  I  say  create 
such  an  office;  for  when  the  commisnon  la 
granted  to  n^tiate  a  treaty  abroad,  with  a 
nation  at  whose  court  we  have  never  had  any 
representative,  the  office  is  created:  for,  as  I 
have  shown,  there  is  no  pretext  for  saying  that 
such  an  office  is  then  vacant,  or  that  the  Presi- 
dent, in  making  the  appointment  to  it,  is  merely 
suing  np  a  vacancy,  and  a  vacancy  which  has 
happened,  too,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate. 
How  the  Senator  from  Loninana  admits  that 
the  President  alone  cannot  make  an  original 
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i^pomtmeat  to  mj  ofSce.  What,  then,  be- 
comes of  his  distinction  between  the  power  of 
the  President  to  make  treaties,  and  his  power 
to  make  appointments,  in  all  cases  where,  to 
make  a  treaty,  it  is  necesaar7  to  make  an  orig- 
inal appointment? 

Sir,  tike  precedents  maj  be  searohed  from  tbe 
birth  of  this  Gorenunent  to  the  day  of  Hie  dsto 
of  the  Turkish  treaty,  aoA  but  few  eases  will 
be  found  of  a  treaty  negotiated  by  any  c^het 
than  a  ^plomatio  offioer  of  the  United  States, 
whose  appointment,  if  an  original  appointment, 
had  not  been  made  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate.  The  few  oases  existing, 
in  which  this  does  not  appear,  are  either  cases 
occurring,  ^^^fiagrante  5«Mt>,"  with  the  power 
treated  witJi,  or  oases  of  compacta  entered  into 
with  piratical  hordes  or  savage  tribes,  the  de- 
pendents or  tributaries  of  your  own,  or  of  some 
other  sovereignty.  All  the  precedents  referred 
to  by  the  Senator  from  Loaisiana  are  of  this  de- 
scription. These  precedents,  therefore,  do  not 
toooh  or  awdy  to  the^qnestioa  I  havediaonssed, 
and  which  u  presented  In  tliis  ease,  vnlesB  we 
are  prepared  to  say  that  the  principles  of  war 
JnstOT  the  practice  of  peace,  or  that  the  usages 
which  necessity  requires  to  be  adopted  in  our 
intercourse  wiOi  barbarian  powers  and  depend- 
ent States,  constitate  the  rale  which  ought  to 
regnlato  our  intercourse  with  the  oldest,  and 
most  solemnly  and  most  universally  recofpized 
sovereignties  on  earth. 

Even  this  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  would 
have  us  to  do,  for  he  ridicules  my  ideas  that 
the  existence  of  war  ^ves  to  the  President 
power  that  he  may  not  ri^tfblly  claim  in 
peace ;  or  that  there  is  any  dilfermoe  between 
the  piratioal  Barbary  hordea  and  the  Ottrauan 
«upu«.  Kow,  suppose  I  shoald  even  adndt 
that  the  ^istiootion  which  Z  drew  between  the 
cases  of  war  and  peace  was  without  any  just 
foundation,  is  it  fair  to  infer  the  general  rolo  of 
peace  from  the  exception  of  war  t  Or  is  it  wise 
or  safe  to  contend,  that  what  is  acquiesced  in 
withont  murmur,  daring  the  storm  of  war,  is 
therefore  right,  and  may  be  properly  repeated 
in  the  calm  and  "pipbig  time  of  peace."  I 
pray  the  Senate  to  think  well  of  the  conse- 
quences which  may  and  must  result  if  th^ 
sanction  sndi  doctrine  as  this. 

Peace  Ay»  the  role,  and  war  the  exoqitioii 
to  it  Sot  is  it  '  (tf  little  coosequenoe  to  the 

S resent  arfroment^  whether  the  exoeption  be 
s  jure  or  ae/aeto  only.  It  Is  but  an  exception 
in  either  case ;  and  we  reason  erroneoosly  when 
we  seek  to  find  the  rule  in  t^e  exception  to  it. 
But  if  it  be  conceded  that  the  exception  exists 
dejnrt,  and  is  established  by  the  constitution 
itself  as  an  exception,  then  this  exception  proves 
the  general  rule  to  be  different  Now,  I  con- 
tend that  the  exception  does  exist  dsjurs;  and 
that  in  war  tiie  President  may  lawrally  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  enemy,  when, 
where,  and  how  he  pleases,  and  by  the  inter- 
vention of  whomsoever  he  thinks  proper  to 
«npl(7-  fox  ttiat  purposa.  I  ^ore  it  tiins: 


The  legitimate  object  of  all  war  is  peaoe.  To 
attfun  this  desirable  end  whenever  war  exista, 
the  cmstltution  gives  to  the  Executive  every 
lawful  means  for  its  accomplishment  Hence, 
he  may  lawfully  order,  and  by  bis  subordinates 
effect,  the  burning  of  towns,  the  sacking  of 
cities,  the  devastation  of  the  enemy's  country, 
and  the  dau^^Uer  of  its  inhabitants;  for,  alaal 
sad  experimoe  has  taught  mankind,  that  snob 
are  the  neoessary  means  by  which  alone  mart 
oommon^  war  can  be  terminated,  and  titio  de- 
urable  end  of  peace  attuned.  Kow,  surdy,  if 
the  Executive  may  lawfriUy  do  all  this  for  such 
an  oblect,  he  may  attain  the  same  required  end 
by  other  means  less  destructive,  and  more  eon- 
sonant  to  the  dictates  of  humanity.  If  be  may 
lawfully  negotiate  for  peaoe  by  blood  and  ear* 
nage,  may  he  not  n^^tiate  for  the  same  object 
by  argument  and  persnanonf  It  is  true  you 
call  the  one  batUe  and  bloodshed,  and  the  other 
negotiation,  yet  each  of  them  is  but  a  means  for 
the  accomplishment  of  peace,  tiie  great  and  onl^ 
jn^jfiable  end  of  all  war;  whioh  end  it  is  the 
bounden  dulgr  of  the  ExeentiTO  to  eflbot  by  all 
proper  means,  whenever  war  exists,  .^id 
what  at  last  is  this  treaty  of  peaoe,  until  it  is 
ratified  by  the  proper  authority,  that  is  to  say, 
until,  in  this  counlay,  its  ratification  has  reoeiT- 
ed  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Buiate  t  It  is 
Utde  else  than  a  mere  armistice.  Now,  none 
can  doubt  that  the  Executive  may  lawfully  con- 
clude an  armistice  when,  where,  and  how  he 
pleases,  and  this  under  his  genial  power  to 
conduct  the  existing  war  in  that  mode  which, 
in  his  discretion,  peace,  its  only  justifialde  end, 
seems  to  require. 

HereL  then,  is  one  answer  to  all  tiie  prece- 
dents cited  by  tiie  Senator  from  Loniaiana,  of 
treaties  made  with  the  Barbaiy  Power*  during 
the  administration  of  our  two  first  Presidents. 
tAt  the.  time  all  these  treaties  were  negotiated, 
war  existed  between  these  powers  and  the 
United  States.  Moreover,  two  of  these  traatiea 
(being  all  of  this  description  that  were  condud- 
ed  during  the  administration  of  Washington) 
were  concluded  by  Ur.  Humphreys,  an  ac- 
knowledged diplomatic  officer  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  been  previoiuly  and  r^ulariy 
appointed  our  Minister  to  Portugal,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  oosseut  of  the  Senate.  In  oon- 
eluding  these  treaties,  too,  Vr.  HnnndireyB 
acted  m  punmaace  of  the  instroetlaiB  he  hii4 
received,  the  snhatanoe  of  whldi  instrnotiais 
had  beoi  previously  submitted  by  the  TnA- 
dent  to  the  Senate,  and  had  received  their 
probation  so  far  back  as  the  8tii  of  May,  ITM, 
as  our  journals  show.  These  cases,  then,  are 
but  cases  of  treaties  made  by  a  pr^r  ofBcer 
of  the  UiUted  States,  whose  appointment  and 
whose  instinctions  had  previously  received  the 
confirmation  of  the  Senate.  As  to  the  mere 
intemuneii  employed  by  Mr.  Hmnphren  him- 
self in  his  intercourse  with  the  Barbary  Powers, 
and  who  acted  under  appointments  from  him, 
and  not  frcan  the  Preddent,  I  presume  it  cannot 
be  neoewaiy  for  me  to  say  a  dng^  word. 
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Doobtlesa;  the  Minister  might  employ  what  mea- 
Bengers,  ioterpreters,  or  snbagents,  he  thoaght 
ilboeasary,  and  the  obligation  of  the  inatrameut, 
pot  into  fbnn  hj  them  oefisre  it  reeelTed  his  at- 
aent,  ooaM  ndtherbe  strengtiieaed  nw  weakened 
1^  UHir  rign^ire^  whether  it  wu  TSidly  or  !»• 
Mwity  that  mbMribed  it 

The  uune  answer  will  eqnaDy  inply  to  the 
oaaes  of  the  treaties  afterwuds  oonolnded  with 
eome  of  these  same  powers  daring  the  adminis- 
tration of  President  Madison,  war  again  ex- 
isted between  the  United  States  and  these 
powers,  when  these  treaties,  too,  were  oon- 
dsded.  Nay,  snoh  is  the  oapidons  and  rapa- 
ok>as  cbaraoter  of  these  ooraaire,  and  sndi  their 
Ignorance  or  contempt  of  the  proviaionB  of  the 
pnbUo  law,  and  the  naages  of  civilized  nations, 
that  it  is  ^fficnlt  to  detarmine  when  war  does 
not  eidst  with  them.  It  is  this  tbfj  drenm- 
■taaee  whioh  omstltates  one  of  the  gnat  causes 
wlnr  TDor  intereonrse  with  &em  always  has, 
md  always  most  produce  many  anomalies,  trtm 
whioh  no  principle  or  mle  can  properly  be  de- 
dooed.  Bat  if  I  wanted  an  u»t  itlnstratjoQ  of 
the  troth  of  my  position,  that  the  power  of  con- 
ducting a  war  neoessarily  indndes  the  power 
of  ooDdnctin^  it  by  negotiating  for  peace,  I 
shonld  find  it  in  the  circamstances  attending  one 
of  these  Terj  treaties.  The  gallant  Decatur 
had  jnst  captured  the  Algerine  sqnadron. 
Hastening  from  the  scene  of  his  conquest,  be 
presented  tus  Tlotorioos  fleet  before  the  ixHrt  of 
Algiers,  ready  to  fire  upcm  the  citty,  and  to  lay 
it  m  ashes,  if  neeessaiy.  To  save  tiiemselTU 
from  tiia  immlnoit  danger,  and  to  gtSn  time  for 
preparation,  the  memy  wished  to  parley,  pro- 
rnmiiim  a  wish  to  ne^iate  a  peace.  His 
aaswer  to  their  proposition  was,  "  Here  are  the 
oidT  terms  of  peace  I  can  accept.  Sign  and 
ratuy  this  treaty,  and  oar  nations  are  friends 
again ;  r^eot  it,  and  I  must  do  my  dnty.  I 
0ve  you  two  hoars  to  decide."  Within  the 
time  prescribed,  the  treaty  was  returned,  duly 
•xfented  on  their  part;  and  hence  was  oon- 
idnded,  on  board  of  his  own  flsg  riiip,  the 
United  States  ship  Ghierriere.  How,  ett,  will 
one  say  thsA,  in  thus  actto^  this  h«o 
■rimated  any  precept  of  the  oonstitation  of  Us 
utmalrji  And,  if  not,  it  surely  cannot  be  pre- 
tended Gut  the  President  could  so  offend,  by 
aadiori^ng  that  to  be  done,  which,  when  done 
in  pursuance  criThis  orders,  was  rightfaUy  done. 
Tet^  rightfully  done,  war  must  give  power  to 
the  JSxeoatiTe  that  in  peace  is  forbidden. 

Aj^:  Is  it  correct  to  say  that  there  is  no 
difference  between  the  piratical  hordes  of  Al- 
giers, and  Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  the  professed  trib- 
utaries and  acknowledged  dependents  of  the 
SnUime  Porte,  and  the  Ottoman  empire  itself? 
Thb  is  an  assertion  which  I  confess  I  did  not 
expect  to  have  heard  made  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  Mr  historical  reoidleetioDS  do 
not  deoMTe  me^  I  think,  wfaMMthey  lead  me  to 
aaj  that  the  Ottoman  GoTcmmeut  is  now  the 
{Meat  in  the  world.  While  every  other  known 
Govenunent  has  been  oftentimes  changed,  de- 
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stroyed,  and  reconstructed,  that  simple  demiot- 
iam,  snstained  as  it  is,  [dike  by  religion  and  by 
forca  has  ever  remained  unaltered  from  its 
creation,  now  neariy  twelve  centuries  ago,  ontil 
t^  honr.  Before  the  disooven^  of  America  by 
Odmnbns,  the  seat  of  the  Turkish  empire  was 
filed  where  it  now  is,  at  Cktudantioople ;  and 
never  since  has  that  capital  been  profaned  by 
the  presence  of  any  fi^ign  foe.  Almost  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  all  Europe  trembled 
at  its  onward  march;  and  the  most  powerfol  of 
Eoropean  sovereigns  fied  firom  the  smoking 
ruins  of  his  capital,  "Vienna,  to  escape  this  ene- 
my. Much  more  than  a  century  since,  Bender, 
one  of  its  distant  pi%>vinoial  towns,  offered  a 
safe  a^lnm  to  the  tinfortunate  Swedish  mon- 
arch, when  flying  from  the  disastrous  field  of 
Pnltowa ;  and  Turkish  faith  and  Turkish  power 
would  never  penult  tiiat  aq'lnm  to  be  violated. 
Deprived  Asm  ot  snne  of  its  dcvnain  by  the 
Busrian  arms,  it  neverthdess  s^  ranks  as  one 
among  the  principal  powers  of  the  wtnld,  hav- 
ing been  always  recognized  and  always  Te4>eot- 
ed  as  an  independent  and  great  nation  by  every 
State  in  Ohristendom.  It  does  not  seem  very 
1)eooming  in  us,  almost  the  youngest  of  the  great 
family  nations,  to  wish  to  degrade  this  an- 
cient and  powerfol  sovereignty,  not  less  re- 
markable for  tiie  prood  simplicity,  than  for  the 
strict  honor  md  fidelity  of  its  diaracter ,  (and 
this,  too,  at  the  moment  when  we  have  just  con- 
cluded our  first  treaty  with  it,)  by  comparing 
it  with  its  own  tributary  dependents,  whose 
piratical  pnrsnitB,  and  open  contempt  of  all  the 
ussges  of  civilised  States^  have  ever  prevented 
every  poww  frwn  reoogni^ng  any  at  them  as 
an  equal  sovM^gnfy,  or  trasting  among  them 
any  other  representative  than  an  humble  consuL 
As  well  might  we  oompare  the  Rusnan  Govern- 
ment with  some  wretcned  bsnd  of  Esquimaux, 
or  horde  of  fierce  Tartars,  dw^ing  within  its 
limits ;  or  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
with  tiie  Cherokee  nation,  or  the  tribe  Win- 
neba^oes,  dwelling  within  oars. 

It  IS  strange,  too,  that  this  assertion  shoold 
be  haaarded  now,  when  it  is  proposed  by  the 
very  amendmott  bef^nsto  i^tprofniatea  sum 
of  money  fbr  the  new  nusricm  to  the  Sublime 
Porte,  wnidi  sum  far  exceeds  in  amount  the 
aggrente  of  all  the  sums  proposed  to  be  appro- 
priated for  oar  missions  to  Russia,  to  France, 
and  to  Great  Britun.  To  justify  this  appro- 
priation, a  list  of  the  foreign  Mmisters  <n  t^e 
diffOTent  nations  of  Europe,  now  accredited  at 
the  Turkish  court^  is  sent  to  us,  whidi  list  pre- 
sents a  diplomatic  corps  that,  in  rank,  in  the 
nnm'ber  of  States  represented,  and  in  the  com- 
pensation granted  to  these  Ministers,  far  exceeds 
any  such  corps  assembled  at  any  other  court 
in  the  world  [  Yet,  sir,  that  nation,  at  whose 
oonrt  princes  or  noblonen  of  hkh  rank  have 
not  felt  degraded  to  appear  as  Ministers,  and 
whose  sovereigns  intend  to  hcnor  them  by  such 
^poiatments,  is  in  the  Senate  <tf  the  United 
States  to  be  sank  to  the  levd  (rf  its  own  tributa- 
riee,  to  whose  castles  none  other  than  a  cooaol 
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has  ever  been  sent,  and  this  for  the  most  obvions 
reasons. 

The  oaae  of  treaties  oondaded  here  by  a 
Secretazy  of  State^  the  Senate  mnst  at  once 
perceiTe,  tonches  not  the  qneation  I  hayejpre- 
sented.  No  one  can  donbi  that  he  is  an  officer- 
of  the  TTnited  States,  who  b^g  ohar^  hy 
the  law  of  his  creation  with  the  snpenntend- 
ence  all  the  foreign  relations  of  t^e  country, 
may  very  properly  be  instructed  hy  the  Presi- 
dent to  negotiate  a  treaty  here.  In  his  case, 
the  power  given  to  him  has  no  other  effect  than 
to  (diarge  the  old  office  with  a  new  and  very 
proper  duty.  It  creates  no  new  office  in  him, 
as  we  all  know ;  for  although  we  have  hewd  of 
pay  for  oonsb^otiTe  jonmeya  never  performed, 
yet  even  the  parsons  who  thon^t  thrauelTes 
entitled  to  snah  compensation,  have  nevw  pre- 
nuned  to  bA  fyr  oon^noave  *^oatfit  and 
salary  "  for  the  performance  of  this  new  dnty 
merdy.  It  would  be  absurd,  too,  to  say  that 
the  ftUl  power  given  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  negotute  a  treaty  here,  could  entitle  him  to 
any  of  Uie  privileges  and  immunities  accorded 
by  the  public  law  to  such  as  are  aeait  abroad 
with  such  power.  It  is  this,  at  last,  that  con- 
stitutes the  true  test  whereby  to  ascertain 
whether  the  agent  appointed  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  is  an  officer  of  the  United  StatM,  in  vir- 
toe  of  snoh  an  appointment.  For  as  the  im- 
munities conceded  by  the  public  law  are  official 
inivil^es  merely,  he  who  acquires  none  snch  in 
Tirtae  of  his  apptuntment  to  n^tiate  a  treaty, 
is  not  thereby  made  an  officer.  But  whereso- 
ever the  rap^tmeut  is  designed  to  draw  after 
it  pay  at  noma,  and  immunity  abroad,  tiiea  it 
creates  office.  Now  such  is  the  case  of  these 
commisdoners;  and  suoh  never  was  tiie  case 
of  any  Secretary  of  State. 

I  have  to  notice  bnt  a  single  other  argument 
of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana.  He  tells  as  that 
this  was  not  a  new  mission,  for  it  had  been 
previously  established  by  the  last  President  in 
the  appointments  of  Kessrs.  Crane  and  Offley, 
made  by  him  in  like  manner,  and  for  the  same 
purposes  with  the  present  Sir,  frtnn  this  day 
forward,  let  nsnot repeat tihephraseand promise 
of  "  refinming  the  abases  whidi  had  crept  into 
this  Government"  It  is  high  time  we  should 
drop  it,  when  honorable  Senators  think  they 
justify  a  violation  of  the  constitution  by  the 
present  Executive,  by  regarding  it  as  a  mere 
continuation  of  the  usmped  authority  of  his 
predecessor.  The  question  we  have  to  decide 
IB,  whether  the  constitution  autiiorizes  the 
President  to  create  a  new  office,  withont  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  by  instituting 
a  mission  to  a  nation  with  which  we  never 
before  had  established  an^  political  connection 
or  diplomatic  relation.  Lt  answering  thiaques- 
lion,  it  ia  gravely  said  ihat  the  presott  Presi- 
dent has  not  done  so,  becanae  tneh  a  mission 
was  secretiy  and  ineffeotoally  attempted  to  be 
estabUshed  by  his  predecessors ;  and  this  secret 
and  vain  effort  to  strip  the  Senate  of  their 
highest  pririlega  at  that  time^  aanotifiea  and 
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justifies  the  actual  deed  afterwards  done.  Much 
better  would  it  be  to  say  at  once,  that  because 
Preddent  Adams  publicly  proclaimed  in  the 
Panama  message  that  such  a  power  was  "  with- 
in tiie  constitutional  competency  of  the  Execu- 
tive," therefore  it  mnst  be  so.  But  as  thia 
ai^ument  would  scarcely  find  favor  anywhere 
now,  it  la  deemed  better  to  rely  upon  the  secret 
and  meffectual  attempt,  rather  than  npon  the 
open  and  avowed  opinion  of  this  Preadent 
when  President  Adams  publicly  announced  this 
opinion,  ita  correctness  was  as  publicly  denied 
and  controverted  here ;  and  snrely  his  blddoi 
acts,  which  could  not  becenaured,  becaose  they 
were  not  known,  are  even  of  less  weight  aa 
authority  than  his  declared  opinions.  What 
may  be  the  weight  and  authority  of  his  opinf  ona 
npon  this  snlject  now,  I  know  not,  but  I  well 
know  how  they  were  regarded  byaomefiuiner- 
ly ;  and  at  the  very  time,  too,  when  liiis  act  of 
his  was  secretiy  done.  My  opinions  upon  this 
subject  then  coincided  with  those  entertuned 
by  others  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  and  mind 
certainly  hare  midergone  no  change  sinoe. 


Fbidxt,  February  26. 

and  the  Povaer  to  r«gulaU  OboMwrM^  duHn^ 
and  jM0fMflrei&Za  Jwtfrt. 

Kr.  Bmmnr  laid  <m  the  table  tlie  foDowing 
resolntion : 

SMohed,  That  the  poven  confinred  on  CwgreM 
by  the  States  to  lay  and  odlect  duties,  and  to  rM- 
uUte  commerce,  are  distinct  and  inoonvertibb 
powers,  aimiDg  at  different  objects,  and  requiring 
Different  forms  of  legislative  actioa;  the  levying 
power  being  coBBned  to  imports,  and  chiefly  hiteo^ 
ed  to  raise  revenae;  the  r^^ting  power  being 
directed  to  exports,  and  somy  Intended  to  procure 
fikvomUe  terms  for  the  admimon  of  the  slupa  and 
products  of  the  States. 

a.  That  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  duties' on 
imports  was  solicited  by  die  foonders  of  the  prewat 
Federal  Government,  and  granted  hy  the  States,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  payiug  the  public  debt,  and 
with  the  Bofemn  and  reiterated  ossaranoe  tliat  the 
duties  levied  for  that  puipose  should  cease  the  mo 
meat  the  debt  was  pai^wbich  aaauranoe  was 
given  in  answer  to  objections  from  the  States,  and 
to  quiet  the  apprehensions  expressed  by  some  of 
them,  that  the  grant  of  power  to  Congress  to  raise 
revenae  from  the  commerce  of  the  States,  without 
limitation  of  time  or  quantity,  and  without  account* 
abiKty  to  tbem  for  its  expenditure,  might  render 
GoDgreas  faidependent  of  the  Sutes,  and  endanger 
th^r  Ubertiea  and  prosperity. 

8.  That  the  public  debt  will  (probably)  be  pdd 
off  In  the  year  1834,  and  the  amount  of  about 
twelve  millioDS  of  dollan  of  revenue  will  then  be 
subject  to  abolition,  and  ought  to  be  abolished, 
according  to  the  agreement  of  the  parties  at  the 
estabUshment  of  ^e  preaent  Federal  Oovenmient, 
and  in  oonfonnity  to  the  pneaent  actual  condition 
and  interest  of  the  States. 

4.  That  an  abolition  of  twelve  milUcns  of  daties 
TiU  be  a  reUef  to  the  peo^  of  from  abottt  dxteen 
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miUioiu  of  taxM,  (artfaiating  th«  retail  m«rcliant*B 
adrance  upon  the  datiea  at  one-third,)  and  that  the 
■aid  abolition  maj  be  made  without  diminishins  the 
protection  due  to  any  eaeential  branch  or  pursuit  of 
domeatio  indoBtry,  ud  with  manifest  advantage  to 
nuwtof  tbem. 

8.  TbaA,  for  the  pnrpoM  of  enabUng  Congreu  to 
determine  with  entire  safety  to  erery  interest,  and 
frith  ftiU  satiafiwtion  to  tlie  public  mind,  what 
branehee  and  pursuits  of  domestic  industry  may  be 
entitled  to  protection,  and  ought  to  be  guarded 
tnm  the  iDittriona  effects  of  foreign  competition,  a 
yOat  eommittee  of  the  Senate  and  Bodm  of  BeiK«- 
MotatiTes  ought  to  be  appointed  to  take  the  exam- 
inatioDa  of  practical  men  (producers,  oonsumen, 
and  importers)  in  all  doubtfiil  cases,  and  to  report 
their  evidence  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

6.  That  the  said  committee  onght  to  be  appoint- 
ed at  the  commencement  of  the  next  stated  sea- 
rion. 

I.  That  the  power  to  regnUte  foreign  commerce 
was  gtjinted  to  Congress  by  the  States,  for  the  ex- 
press and  sole  purpose  of  enabling  Congress  to 
obtain  and  secure  &vorable  markets  abroad  for  the 
exports  of  the  States,  and  &TorabIe  terms  for  the 
admissiou  of  tbor  ships ;  and  to  effect  these  objects 
by  establishing  an  equitable  system  of  commercial 
reciprocity,  discrimination,  and  relation,  which 
■honld  measure  beok  to  erenr  foreign  namn  the 
■ame  degree  of  bror,  or  dufoTor,  whldi  itself 
measured  out  to  the  commeree  and  navigatioa  of 
the  United  States. 

8.  That  the  power  to  regulate  foreign  commerce, 
although  one  of  the  first  of  the  enumerated  powers 
of  the  constitntioQ,  and  Uie  enduing  cause  of  its 
adoptioB,  has  never  yet  been  exerdsed  by  Congress. 

9.  That  the*  ai^ineching  extinction  of  the  public 
itiOy  and  oonsequeut  obligation  to  abolish,  and 
Adrantage  in  eboiiahiDg,  alwut  twelve  millioas  of 
annual  revenue,  will  enable  the  United  States  to 
receive  a  large  portion  of  her  foreign  commerce, 
•ay  the  one-half  thereof,  free  of  duty ;  and  that  the 
hie  prindi^es  of  a  Just  reelpromty,  the  dictates  of 
obvious  policy,  justice  to  the  States,  and  the  con- 
•titotional  duty  of  the  Federal  Government,  already 
too  long  deferred,  will  require  this  Oovernment  to 
demand  equivalents  from  all  nations  which  may 
wish  to  be  admitted  to  a  parUdpation  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  great  amount  of  firee  and  unrestricted 
trade. 

10.  That  the  free  importation  of  the  following 
articles  (unong  others)  may  be  admitted  into  the 
United  States  without  compromiunB  the  prosperity 
of  any  bruich  or  pursuit  of  domesUc  industry,  and 
with  manifest  advantage  to  most  of  them,  namely ; 
linen B,  silks,  wines,  coffee,  cocoa,  worsted  stuET 
goods,  several  descriptions  of  woollens,  several 
^iliUes  offlneGOttoo8,fleveral  kinds  of  spirits,  &c., 

II.  TiMt  the  ftee  fanporlttlen  of  mid  articles 
ought  to  be  offered  to  all  nations  which  shall  grant 
equivalent  advantages  to  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  the  United  States,  and  will  receive  the 
products  of  their  industry,  namely  :  fish,  furs,  lum- 
ber, naval  stores,  beef^  bacon,  pork,  grain,  flour, 
rlee,  cotton,  tobacco,  live  stock,  mannfketnres  of 
cotton,  leather,  wool,  and  silk,  Ijutter  and  cheese, 
•oap  and  candles,  hats,  glass,  and  gunpowder,  lead, 
shot,  and  sugar,  S|drit8  made  of  grain  and  molasses, 
Ac,  Ac.,  or  some  adequate  proportion  thereof 
dther  free  ot  dn^,  or  upon  peyment  of  moderate 
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and  reasonable  duties,  to  be  agreed  upon  In  treaties; 
and  to  continue  for  a  term  of  years,  and  to  no  other 
nations  whatever. 

12.  Thai  there  is  nothing  in.  existing  treaty 
stipulatious  with  foreign  powers  to  prevent  the 
regulation  of  our  commerce  apon  the  foregoing 
pnodples. 

18.  That  an  commercial  nations  wOl  find  it  to 
their  advantage  to  regulate  their  commerce  with  the 
United  States  on  these  principles,  as,  in  doing  so, 
they  will  substitute  a  fair  and  liberal  trade  for  a 
trade  of  vexations,  oppressions,  restrictions,  and 
unuggling;  wlU  obtidn  proviMons  for  subastence, 
and  matmals  for  manufoetures,  on  cheaper  terms 
and  mora  abundantly ;  will  promote  their  own  ex- 
ports; will  increase  tii^r  revenue,  by  increasmg 
consumption  and  diminishing  emu^ling;  and,  in 
reftuing  to  do  so,  will  draw  great  iiyury  upon 
themsdVea  in  the  loss  which  wul  ensue  of  several 
great  brauihei  of  their  trade  with  the  United 
States. 

14*  That  the  a^culture,  manufactures,  com- 
merce, and  navigation  of  the  United  States  would 
be  greatiy  benefited  by  regulating  forei^  trade  on 
the  foregoing  priDcipleB ;  first,  by  getting  rid  of 
oppressive  duties  upon  the  staple  productions  of 
the  United  States  in  foreign  markets ;  secondly,  by 
lowering  at  home  the  price  of  many  articles  of  com- 
fort or  necesdty,  hi^rted  from  abroad. 

16.  That  the  safest  and  most  satls&etory  mode 
of  regulating  foreign  commerce  on  these  principles 
would  be  by  combining  the  action  of  the  legislative 
and  treaty-making  powers,  Congress  fixing,  by  law 
or  joint  resolution,  the  articles  on  which  duties  may 
be  abolished,  and  the  Executive  negotiating  with 
foreign  nations  for  the  grant  of  eqmnients. 

16.  That,  to  be  Id  readiness  to  carry  this  system 
of  regulatiug  foreign  commerce  into  effect  at  the 
e^^ction  of  the  public  debt,  it  will  be  necessary 
for  Coiufress  to  dedgnate  the  articles  for  the  abo- 
lition   duty  at  Uie  next  stated  sasBon. 

UTational  Boad  in  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Btjbnbt,  the  orders  were 
postponed  for  the  purpose  oS  taking  np  tiie  bill 
declaring  the  usent  tn  Congress  to  an  sot 
the  General  Asaembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Ur.  BuBNKT  said  he  vonid  occupy-  bat  a  few 
minntes  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  ezplaii^ng 
the  bill.  Its  object,  he  said,  was  nothing  more 
than  to  give  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act 
of  the  State  (ft  Oliio,  for  the  preservation  and 
repair  of  so  mnoh  of  the  national  road  as  lies 
within  the  limitfi  of  that  State.  That  the  law 
to  which  the  assent  of  Congress  was  asked, 
provided  for  the  collection  of  a  moderate  toll, 
to  be  expended  in  repairs.  It  also  provided  for 
the  punishment  of  persons  detected  in  the  per- 
petration of  malicious  mischief  iniurions  to  the 
road.  He  aidd  that  it  was  generally  understood 
and  beltered  in  Ohio,  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  road  was  exclasively  vested  in  the  United 
States;  that  the  General  Assembly  had  no 
power  to  le^^slate  on  the  subject  without  the 
consent  of  Congress. '  It  was  well  known,  be 
remarked,  that  the  road  wonld  soon  become 
entirely  nseless,  if  an  arrangement  wei^  not 
made,  without  delay,  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing it  in  repair ;  that^  as  toe  road  had  been 
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oonstnicted  by  Oongress,  at  a  great  expense,  it 
was  noreasoiiable  to  rely  on  them  for  yearly 
appropriatioQs  of  money  from  the  nation^ 
Treasary,  to  keep  it  in  a  state  of  preservation ; 
that  the  road  being  once  completed,  ought  to 
snatain  itself  without  imposing  a  farther  bur- 
den (mtibe  national  Treasury;  tiiat  this  descrip- 
tion oi  internal  improrement  ooold  not  be 
carried  to  a^y  great  extent,  if  every  new  con- 
struoMon,  when  completed,  was  to  be  followed 
by  a  new  annual  chuge  on  the  Treasury  of  the 
nation.  Buch,  be  said,  was  the  impression  of 
the  Legislature  of  Ohio^  and  on  Hiat  view  of 
the  subject,  and  for  the  pnrpoBea  already  men- 
tioned, they.had  passed  the  law  recited  in  the  bill 
nnder  conrideration.  He  thought  it  would  be 
found,  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  law,  that 
its  provisions  were  just  and  reasonable.  The 
toll  proposed  to  be  cnarged  wasnnusnally  low ; 
much  less  than  is  commonly  charged  on  ot^er 
roads  of  a  idmilar  chantoter— he  was  ocmfident 
that  it  was  less  than  a  tenth  of  the  valne  <tf  the 
advantage  to  be  derived  by  Uie  persona  who 
were  to  pay  it.  He  disclaimed  all  idea,  or  de- 
ure,  on  the  part  of  Ohio,  to  derive  a  revenue 
from  this  sonrce.  They  did  not  contemplate 
snch  a  result,  nor  did  they  wish  if.  If  the  road 
oould  be  preserved  without  a  tax  on  them,  or 
on  the  General  Gtovwnm^t,  they  would  prefer 
to  have  it  remain  as  it  is  now,  free  and  nnen- 
cumbered  with  toU  gates ;  but,  said  he,  that  is 
impossible ;  the  road  cannot  be  preserved  with- 
out constant  rep^rs,  which  necessarily  requu*e 
a  constant  supply  of  money.  That  Ohio  con- 
templated nothing  more  thui  the  preservation 
(tf  the  road,  was  evident  from  tiie  net  that  tiie 
whole  amount  of  money  collected  was  to  be 
pud  into  the  State  Treasnry— kept  in  a  separate 
fund,  and  ^plied  exdanvely  to  the  repur  and 
preservation  of  the  road,  and  that  no  more 
money  was  to  be  collected,  than  would  be  re- 
quired for  that  pun>ose.  Mr.  B.  sud  that  care 
had  been  taken,  in  dranghting  the  law,  to  secure 
the  rights  of  the  United  Stetes,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  separate  States,  by  a  provision  that  the 
mail  should  pass  free ;  that  all  persons  in  the 
service  or  employ  of  the  United  States,  or 
either  of  them,  and  all  property  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  or  either  of  tnem,  shonld  be 
exempt  from  the  payment  of  toll.  Such  being 
the  character  and  otject  of  the  bill,  he  did  not 
antidpato  an  objection  that  he  believed  oonld 
reasonably  be  urged  against  it.  It  did  not,  he 
a^d,  affirm  any  principles  or  profess  to  settle 
any  question  of  right ;  it  was  a  naked  declara- 
tion, on  the  part  of  Congress,  of  their  willing- 
ness that  Ohio  shonld  execute  the  law  she  had 
passed.  He  was  aware  tJiat  some  members  of 
Congress  t>elieTed  that  the  State  poaaesned  that 
power  already,  but  many  others  were  of  a 
different  opinion;  and  it  was  manifest  that 
Ohio  thought  differently,  otherwise  she  would 
not  have  passed  the  law  in  question.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  add  Hr.  B.,  X  feel  confidnit  that 
every  Senator  presoat,  whatever  may  be  his 
<qpini(tn  <hi      oelioato  qaeation  ot  intOTnal  Im- 
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provement,  can  vote  for  this  bill  without  com- 
mitting himself^  on  any  principle  connected 
with  mat  question,  because  it  involves  no  prin- 
ciple of  that  character.  It  will  leave  the  ^es- 
tj<Hi8  of  oonstitutitMoal  power  and  constitutional 
ri^t  where  they  now  stand,  to  be  a^nated  and 
settled  as  would  be  the  case  had  this  law  never 
been  thonj^t  at  ^  as  he  believed,  the  pro- 
visions (tf  the  bin  were  nnolfjertionablc^  on  the 
score  of  principle,  he  was  very  certun  they 
were  calculated  to  secure  a  highly  important 
object,  as  wonld  be  verified  by  the  experi- 
moit,  should  the  bill  under  consideration  pass. 
It  would  prevent  fotnre  applications  to  Congress 
for  appropriations  of  money  from  the  national 
Troasnry  to  repair  the  road.  As  yet  no  anch 
^iplieation  had  been  made  for  the  part  of  the 
road  within  the  State  c£  Ohio,  because  it  had 
not  become  necessary ;  and  he  woold  venture 
an  assnranoe  that  swdk  an  application  shoold 
not  be  made  if  OcHimea  passed  thiabllL  .Ohio 
vonid  rdieve  the  united  States  fmn  the  tax 
and  the  labor  of  preaerring  her  pOTtion  of  the 
road.  With  tlie  means  which  tnis  law  would 
pat  in  her  power,  she  would  guaranty  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  object  without  farther 
trouble  to  the  United  Stat^  and  certainly  with- 
out  farther  e:q>eii8e  to  their  Treasury.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  plan  proposed  by  the  State  of 
Ohio  was  the  best,  if  not  the  only  one,  by 
which  the  road  could  be  kept  in  repur  for  any 
length  of  time,  as  it  was  evident  that  Con- 
gress wonld  soon  become  weary  of  making 
yearly  appropriationa  t<x  that  purpose;  and 
that  whenever  these  appropriationa  ahonld  be 
reqnired,  there  bdng  no  anbstitato  {vovided, 
the  road  wonld  go  to  min,  and  the  money 
already  expended  would  be  lost  to  the  nation. 

iir.  Hatns  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
object  of  the  bilL  He  aboold  be  ^lad  to  see 
the  principle  carried  out,  and  the  United  Statea 
wholly  relieved  from  t^e  care  and  preservation 
of  this  road.  He  thought,  however,  that  the 
bill  stopped  diort  in  one  important  particular, 
and  that  was,  tiie  cession  of  the  road  to  the 
State  of  Ohio.  He  shonld  like,  if  it  eonld  be 
done,  to  introduce  a  provinon  into  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  ito  cession— it  was  a  matter  of 
imp(»rtanc&  in  hb  o^nion— and  it  would  re- 
l^se  the  United  States  baa  idl  ftatnre  legis- 
lation on  ibe  subject  Should  this  course  be 
pursued,  next  year  Yire^ia,  Maryland,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  other  Stetes  intermted,  would 
make  a  similar  application  to  Congress,  and, 
theh-  wishes  once  granted,  the  United  States 
would  be  relieved  from  an  almost  continual 
drain  on  their  Treasary.  The  construction  and 
preservation  of  this  road  was  an  unfortunate 
event  for  the  eonntryj  the  United  States  had 
been,  and  would  be,  from  the  neoesaity  of 
things,  snbjjeoted  to  more  expense  in  wwks  of 
this  natnre,  than  either  individuals  or  States. 
Mr.  H.  spoke  of  the  sums  paid  for  the  omstnio- 
tion  of  the  road,  and  the  ^eat  expense  reovtred 
to  keep  it  in  repdr.  He  would  uk  the  Ohair' 
man  oi  the  Oommittee  if  sooh  a  proviakm  as  ho 
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JtMi.  mgeested  oonld  not  be  introdaoed  Into  the 
bill,  tiins  rtflieve  tiw  Goveniment  from  saj 
fiirtber  appropriationa. 

Hr.  PoiNDKZTBB  sstd  that  there  were  at  least 
two  oligeetioDs  to  the  bill  as  it  now  stood,  un- 
less tbje  proTiBion  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Oarolina  should  be  incorporated 
into  iL  The  first  was,  that  it  undertook  to 
transfer  ta  the  Iiegislatore  of  Ohio  a  right  to 
ereet  toll  gates,  with  a  view  to  the  colleo- 
tion  of  revenue,  to  provide  for  keeping  the  road 
in  repair — a  power  which  the  CSongress  of  the 
United  States  did  not  ItBdlf  poasess.  The  mat- 
ter had  been  more  than  once  discussed  in  Oon- 
gross,  and  bills  proridir^  for  rusing  a  rereune 
from  tdlla,  for  the  rep^  of  the  road,  had  been 
r^eoted.  Ji,  then,  Oongreaa  did  not  possess 
the  poww,  could  tne  right  be  transferred,  hj 
OongreBB,  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  <h 
Ohio  ?  In  his  opinion,  it  oonld  only  be  done 
by  ceding  that  part  of  the  road  lying  within 
the  State  of  Ohio  to  that  State  altogether,  and 
thus  give  its  Legislature  a  right  to  exercise  the 
power  now  sought  to  be  obt^ed.  If  the 
power  were  not  given  in  this  way,  he  could 
not  see  in  what  other  way  it  could  be  done, 
when  Congress  did  not  possess  the  power  itselt 
The  Mocmd  objec^on  was,  itiat,  by  the  pro- 
Tirims  of  tiie  biUf  the  Justioes  of  the  peace  in 
tiie  State  of  Ohio  were  to  exercise  jnnsdictlon 
over  offenders  against  the  law,  and  to  enfcn^ 
its  provisions.  Certainly,  said  Hr.  P.,  we  can- 
not give  this  jurisdiction  to  those  officers  d  the 
State  of  Ohio.  The  constitution  provides,  tiiat 
"  tlM  Jo^ciol  power  of  the  United  States  E^all 
be  TUted  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such 
inferiw  courts  as  ihe  Congress  may,  from  time 
to  time,  ordun  and  estabUsb."  Can  we  trav^ 
oat  of  the  oonrse  haA  do^ra  for  us  in  the  con- 
stitolion,  and  ^ve  an  authority  to  State  officers 
to  enforce  our  laws— ^ve  them  a  jurisdiotion 
wUeh  wa  have  no  anthmtiy  to  do  by  the  oon- 
itttatitHi  t  No,  said  Ur.  P. ;  we  have  not  the 
power  to  e<nistitnte  these  officers,-  quoad  Am, 
joffidal  officers  of  the  United  States.  The 
course  which  he  should  prefer,  and  whidi 
ahonld  be  pursued,  was,  to  cede  that  part  of 
the  road  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  passing  through 
her  boundaries,  and  so  on  to  other  States,  to 
the  whole  length  of  the  road :  for  this  was  the 
worst  Oovemmeot  in  the  world  to  have  the 
management  of  the  roads.  He  bad  thrown  out 
these  views  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate, 
and  he  hoped  honoraUe  gentlemen  wonid  agree 
with  him  in  the  eiqwduooy  of  u  entire  sea- 
non. 

Mr.  Limranov  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
SCariscdppi,  who  bad  jnst  taken  his  seat,  mis- 
toc^a  little,  the  provisions  of  the  bilL  It  did 
not  grant  a  power  to  erect  toll  gates,  but  sim- 
ply gave  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  State  of 
Ohio  to  do  so.  The  road  passed  through  the 
limits  of  the  State,  but  was  constructed  by  the 
United  States.  Many  persons  were  of  opinion 
that,  because  the  road  was  made  wiu  the 
nuNuy  of  the  United  States  therefore  it  was 
TobXL— le 


[Serazb. 

the  property  of  the  United  States — others  were 
of  opinion  that  the  road  was  oonstmoted  in 
parsoonoe  of  the  power  possessed  by  the  Oot- 
enunent  to  make  post  roada ;  aud  on  these  two 
cases  many  disputes  might  arise.  He  was  op- 
posed to  ceding  the  road  to  the  States.  Mr.  L. 
remarked  that  it  was  the  State  of  Ohio  which 
gave  the  power  referred  to  the  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  not  Congress;  we,  in  sanctioning 
ner  law,  ^ply  assent  tluit  she  shall  hare  the 
power  to  give  the  jurisdiction  to  these  officers 
expressed  in  the  biU,  end  do  not  appoint  ^em 
onrselves.  Hr.  L.  made  a  reference  to  the  in- 
speotion  and  other  laws  of  tiie  Statea,  which 
w««  sanotiooed  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, but  were  not  laws  of  Congress.  He 
wished  similar  provisions  to  those  contuned  in 
the  present  bill  could  be  extended  to  every 
St^  throng  whidk  roads  ran,  constructed  by 
the  United  States. 

Hr.  FonTDXXTBB  thought  he  ^scovered,  in 
the  arguments'of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  a 
distinction  without  a  difference.  If  the  assent 
of  Congress  was  necessary  to  give  effect  to  a 
law  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  then  we  certtunly 
transferred  to  her  a  power  to  do  that  whidi 
she  could  not  do  horsdf.  If  she  had  a  right  to 
exercise  the  power  proposed  to  be  given  in  this 
bill,  withont  our  consent  then  Ihe  bill  is  use- 
less ;  bat  if  our  assent  u  necessary,  then  our 
act  is  the  only  tJiing  which  gives  a  binding 
effect  to  the  law  of  ^e  State  of  Ohio.  Where 
was  the  difference  in  our  acting  on  subjects  of 
this  kind  subsequently  or  anteriorly  t  In  the 
present  case,'  the  Legislature  had  acted  before- 
hand,  and  sent  their  law  to  us  for  our  assent  to 
its'  proviMons.  If  we  were  to  pass  a  law  be- 
forehand, giving  them  the  power  now  sought 
to  be  obtained,  and  they  saw  proper  to  act 
upon  the  subject,  wonld  it  not  amount  to  the 
same  thing  ?  The  justices  of  the  peace  in  Ohio^ 
he  maintained^  would,  in  this  instance,  act  en- 
tirely dependent  on  onr  will ;  and,  in  granting 
them  the  power  sooght  to  be  obtained,  we 
were  gmng  bciyond  the  proviwms  <ii  the  oon- 
stitntion. 

Hr.  LmNosTON  said  he  would  state  the  dif- 
ference in  the  two  cases,  and  it  was  the  same 
difference  which  existed  between  a  compromise 
and  a  suit  at  law.  Might  not,  two  parties  being 
at  variance,  one  oflbr  a  compromise  for  the  se^ 
tiement  of  their  differences,  and  the  other  re- 
fuse, because  he  wonld  say,  if  I  do  agree  to  a 
compromise,  you  will  say  that  I  admit  you  have 
the  ri^t  on  your  ride.  As  to  the  justices  of 
the  peace,  when  they  came  to  act,  it  woold  not 
be  by  virtue  of  any  taw  of  Oonfcress,  but  under 
the  provirionB  of  tiie  law  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  Bidd  be  could  not  vote  for  the 
bill  in  its  present  shf^e.  He  agreed  witii  the 
gentieman  from  Mississippi  in  his  views  of  the 
matter,  and  wonld  cheenally  vote  for  a  cesrion 
of  the  road,  if  the  State  of  Ohio,  or  any  other 
State  concerned,  was  willing  to  take  it  He 
was  among  those  who  believed  that  the  United 
States  oonld  obum  no  jurisdiotifm  over  the 
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property.  The  State  of  Ohio  asked 'of  as  a 
jnrisdiotion  which  we  could  oot  give,  stud  Mr. 
F.,  because  we  had  not  the  power.  Oede  the 
property  to  her,  and  she  might  exercise  such 
l^slation  in  relation  to  the  road  as  she  might 
Bee  proper.  He  regretted  that  he  could  not 
vote  for  the  bill ;  he  had  assigned  his  reasons 
why  he  ooold  not  He  was  willing  to  surren- 
der every  section  of  the  road  to  the  States  in- 
terested, if  they  would  keq>  it  in  rqifir. 

Kr.  Rdoolbs  said,  this  was  the  third  efibrt 
which  had  been  made  to  prevent  the  road  fi-om 
going  to  rain.  There  was  no  other  method 
uiat  oonld  be  pursued  to  accominliBh  the  end  in 
view.  Bills  for  the  preservation  of  the  road 
had  been  before  Congress  on  several  occasions, 
hut  without  snooess.  One  did  pass  the  two 
Houses,  but  was  rejected  by  the  uien  Prosidait 
— yir.  Mooroe.  Other  pr<;{iect8  had  been  tried, 
but  nothing  finally  done.  The  State  did  not 
contemplate  deriving  a  revenne  from  the  tolls 
collected;  their  only  objeot  was,  to  keep  the 
road  in  repair,  and  to  uiis  piirpo»  tiie  flmda 
would  be  applied.  It  wonla  be  to  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States  to  assoit  to  the  act;  andi^ 
in  the  preeuit  caae,  tiie  assent  of  Oongress  was 
obtiJiied,  the  States  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania, 
Varyland,  Ao.,  vonld  heruifter  adopt  similar 
measnres.  8<»ae  measure,  to  keep  the  road  from 
dilapidation  and  ruin,  should  be  speedily  re- 
sorted to.  It  was  the  bofft  road  in  the  country ; 
but,  unless  early  attended  to,  must  go  to  decay. 
He  thought  the  bill  prescribed  the  best  course 
that  could  be  adopted,  and  hoped  it  would  pass. 
Ohio  did  not  ask  for  or  want  the  road;  she 
simply  wished  the  power  to  preserve  it  fnmi 
destruction. 

Hr.  BtmnR  said,  there  was  one  point  of 
-view,  in  which  the  anUeot  might  be  presented, 
which  he  thought  would  remove  the  difficulty 
under  which  the  Senator  from  Missisnppi 
seemed  to  labor.  The  national  road,  he  sua, 
had  given  rise  t»  questions  of  doubtful  or  dis- 
puted jnrisdiotion.  Hauy  persons  of  informa- 
tion and  legal  talents  were  of  opinion  that  the 
jurisdiction  vested  in  the  State  through  whidi 
the  road  passed ;  others,  equally  well  informed 
and  of  equal  legal  talents,  were  of  a  different 
oplniou;  they  t^Hight  the  jarisdlotion  was  in 
Congress,  and  in  this  state  of  things  the  road 
was  ftst  pAxkg  to  nUn.  For  the  purpose  <^ 
obviatiDg  the  e£bots  of  this  ctdlinon  c^ojHnion, 
witiuHit  meeting  the  contested  qnestifm,  the 
Lapdatnre  of  GblOy  he  s^  has  passed  a  law, 
ezerdmig  a  jurisdiction  in  part,  with  a  proviso 
that  it  MOuM  not  be  earned  into  effeot  with- 
out the  consent  of  Congress.  The  whole 
amount  of  the  matter  then  was,  tiiat  the  con- 
tending parties,  by  this  bill,  consented  that 
Ohio  uiould  take  ohai^  of  the  road,  for  tiie 
purpose  of  preserving  it,  leaving  the  question 
of  right  as  it  heretofore  stood — unsettled  and 
undecided.  The  Senator  from  MiSBissippi  had 
certify  misapprehended  the  bill ;  he  had  con- 
sidered the  language  of  the  Legislature  as  being 
the  language  of  Ooogren,  by  Mqtpodng  that 


the  latter  was  about  to  vest  jurisdiction  by  this 
bill  in  the  officers  and  courts  of  the  State, 
when,  in  fact,  it  was  the  enactment  of  Ohio 
which  gave  the  jurisdiction,  and  when  Con- 
gress were  required  to  do  nothing  more  than 
express  their  approbation  ol  the  course  pursued 
by  that  State— ^  tiio  power  to  be  exercised  by 
those  courts  and  officers  would  be  derived  from 
the  State,  by  an  express  enaetmrat,  in  whi<^ 
the  UiUted  States  were  nether  named  nw  re- 
ferred to  as  having  any  i^^cy  in  tiie  matter. 
If  a  State,  sud  he,  by  statute,  gave  jurisdiction 
to  her  own  tribumds  and  officers.  Congress,  by 
expressing  its  approbation  of  the  measure,  will 
not  become  the  graotor  of  that  jurisdiction ;  it 
would  still  be  an  authority  derived  exclusively 
from  the  State. 

The  question  was  then  pot  (m  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  ud 
determined  in  the  affirmativew 

JPvniakamt  for  DiuXUng. 
Ur.  LiTDrosKHr  nbmitted  the  fidlowing  res- 
(dntion: 

JZbspIw^  That  a  Select  Oomnlttee  be  wpointed 
to  examine  and  rqiort  whether  any  l^fsbtive  pro- 
vision is  expedient,  In  order  to  prevent  and  poniah 
the  practice  of  dudUug  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other' 
wise. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Hr.  L.  remarked, 
that  when  the  bill  from  the  other  House,  for 
the  punishment  of  crimes  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, was  under  consideration,  some  excep- 
tion was  made  to  that  clause  which  related  to 
the  punishment  for  duelling.  Not  to  hazard 
that  bill,  the  olaose  had  been  stricken  out,  with 
a  view  to  come  at  the  sultJect  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  omnmittee  to  wepare  and  re^rt  a 
special  bill  relative  to  duelling.  With  this  view 
he  had  ofifored  the  reeolulliMi,  and  he  doubted 
not  that  a  bill  might  be  reported  in  time  to  be 
acted  on  at  the  present  session. 
«The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to^  and 
Messrs.  Livinostok,  HA.Tin,  and  Ou,tk» 
were  ^pointed  the  committee. 

TurhiMh  Commisaion — Potoer  cf  the  Praident 
to  Originate  Mieeioru. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  oonnderation 
of  the  amendments  to  the  ^fpropriatim  biU, 
tihe  qaoBtioa  being  on  Uw  mooons  <d  Haam. 
Taziwxll  and  Kakb. 

Hr.  FoUTTH  s^d  he  was  in  fltvw  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois, (Mr.  Eaits.)  He  was  satisfied  of  its  strict 
propnety,  by  his  recolleoti<m  of  what  occurred 
m  the  House  of  Sepresentatives  in  the  year 
1818,  when  he  occupied  in  the  House  thsgposi- 
tion  now  occupied  in  the  Senate  by  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tazewell,)  who  first  open- 
ed the  discussion.  Hr.  Honroe  had  appointed 
three  distinguished  citizens  oommissioners  to 
go  to  Spanish  America,  to  examine  into  the 
political  ofmdition  of  the  States  straying  to 
m^iiitaiii  thdr  iodependenoe.  Ha  had  prom- 
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ised  them  salaries  at  the  rate  of  $6, 000 per  annum 
each,  and  had  given  them  a  secretary  with  a  aal- 
wj  of  2,000  or  8,000  dollars.  These  gentlemen 
had  all  been  aiqiointed  daring  the  recess  of  the 
Smate,  and  were  not  nominated  at  the  ensuing 
sesaion.  Th^  had  left  the  United  Btates  on 
their  misaion  before  Oongr^  met.  Hieir  mis- 
sion was  one  of  thcf  topics  of  the  Ezecntire 
message  at  the  opening  of  Oongresa.  The  ap- 
propriation bill  of  that  year  was  reported  with 
a  claose  making  a  speciflo  appropriation  for  the 
payment  of  these  commissioners  and  their  sec- 
retfliy.  The  Speaker  of  the  House,  Mr.  day,- 
who  was  Just  be^ning  to  display  symptoms 
of  hostility  to  the  administration,  inquired  into 
the  authority  far  making  those  appi^ntments — 
donbted  the  propriety,  and  condwBDed  the  ex- 
pediency of  them.  After  a  ooosoltation  with 
that  dlfltii^idahed  etatennaii,  the  late  Hr. 
Lowndes,  the  pori^  of  whose  character,  the 
aonndness  of  whose  judgment  whose  honorable 
flmbitioo,  with  not  enough  of  the  alloy  of  self- 
isbness  in  it  to  make  it  current  in  the  world's 
traffic,  gave  to  his  opinions,  while  he  lived,  the 
most  imposing  weight  Mr.  F,  proposed  to 
strike  from  the  appropriation  bill  the  specific 
appropriation,  and  to^d  the  amount  reqaired 
for  the  payment  of  the  oooimissionera  to  the 
sum  set  apart  as  the  contingent  fond  for  foreign 
intercourse.  The  amendment  was  adopted 
without  a  divimtHi,  and  proved  aoeeptable  to 
the  Senate.  Tho  olfj^  ^  throw  the  ez- 
penditora  upon  th^  fbnd  wludi  was  intrusted 
to  the  absolute  dboretion  of  the  l^ident,  to 
prevent  any  inferences  unfavorable  to  the  con- 
trolling power  of  the  Senate  in  confirming  ap- 
pointments, and  of  the  House  in  creating  offices. 
The  confidential  agents  appointed  to  negotiate 
a  treaty  with  Turkey  have  been  appointed 
nnder  the  same  authority  that  was  exercised  in 
1818  by  Mr.  Monroe.  If  there  was  any  differ- 
ence in  principle,  the  difference  was  in  favor  of 
the  present  administration.  The  commissioners 
to  Spanish  America  were  public  p<dttical  agents 
with  fixed  salaries,  protected  by  the  Sag  of  the 
United  States  in  th^  voyage,  and  by  we  com- 
missions from  the  Secretary  of  State,  bearing 
letters  to  the  Governments  they  were  sent  to 
visit,  and  entitled  to  respect  in  their  known 
public  political  character  from  all  civilized 
nations.  The  agetata  to  Turkey  were  secret 
agents,  withont  salaries,  authorized  to  make  a 
treaty  of  commerce,  if  practicable,  without  let^ 
ters  of  credence  to  any  power,  and  entitled  to 
no  peculiar  protection  except  from  the  Turkish 
Government,  with  whose  officers  it  was  neces- 
sary for  them  to  confer,  to  ascertain  the  prac- 
ticability of  effiacting  the  object  in  view.  There 
oertunly  was  no  course  of  reasoniiw  that  would 
Messrs.  Bhind,  Offley,  and  Biddle  in  the 
recent^  and  Uessrs.  Offley  and  Orane  in  the 
former,  effort  to  negotiate  secretly  with  Tur- 
key, officers  of  Government,  whose  appoint- 
ments ought  to  be  provided  for  by  law,  or  sub- 
Ject  to  the  oontrollmg  power  <rf  the  Senate,  that 
would  not  more  strongly  ap|dy  to  the  case  of 


the  commissioners,  Bland,  Rodney,  and  Gra- 
ham, and  their  secretary,  Brackenridge,  who 
were  sent  to  the  South  ionerioan  States  by  Hr. 
Monroe. 

T.  said  he  had  hoped  that  tiie  pro- 
posed amendment  (tf  the  Senator  from  lUmcns 
would  have  met  the  approbation  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tazbwzll,)  as  he  pro- 
fessed a  perfect  readiness  to  pay  liberally  for 
the  servioes  rendered,  if  no  inference  against 
the  power  of  the  Senate  could  be  drawn  from 
it  He  c9ntends,  however,  that  such  an  infer- 
ence will  be  justifiable,  if  the  payment  is  not 
made  on  the  perscHial  application  of  the  per- 
sons who  rendered  the  service,  by  a  bill  special- 
ly reported  for  their  relief^  and  originating  in 
Uie  House  of  Bepresentativea.  Mr.  F.  did  not 
agree  witii  the  Senator  on  this  point  All  that 
could  be  legitimately  inferred  from  (he  pro- 
posed increase  of  the  contingent  fond  wa&  that 
Oongresa  dedded  that  the  commissioners  should 
be  remunerated  for  services  rendered  in  Taricey. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  the  other  Senator 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ttlbb)  appeiu^d  to  be, 
therefore,  unnecessary  to  the  protection  of  the 
Senate,  and  objectionable ;  as,  with  the  osten- 
sible purpose  of  extracting  a  conclusion  not 
liable  to  be  drawn,  it  gave  occasion  to  one,  un- 
justifiable in  itself,  reflecting  upon  the  present 
Administration,  and  the  present  Administration 
only.  Mr.  F.,  while  he  beUeved  the  present 
disooasioB  neimcA'  called  for.  nor  in  place,  was 
not  unwilling  to  express  hia  opinions  on  the 
qnestioQ  suggested  by  the  Senators  from  Vir- 
ginia, or  those  really  involved  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  payment  of  the  Turkish  commis- 
sioners. He  coincided  in  opinion  with  the  Sen- 
ator on  his  right,  (Mr.  Tazewell,)  tiiat,  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Federal  Government, 
the  Executive  had  gained  upon  the  legislative 
branches  of  the  Government,  had  encroached 
upon  the  authority  of  the  Senate ;  and  when- 
ever any  Senator  presented  himse^  to  restore 
the  true  principles  of  the  constitution — to  vin- 
dicate the  powers  of  tiiie  Senate,  Mr.  F.  would 
afford  hia  heartr  support,  vithont  stepping  to 
inquire  over  whose  prostrate  fortunes  it  was 
necessary  to  march,  m  effecting  that  great  ob- 
ject In  the  important  bn^ness  of  foreign  in- 
tercourse, it  iqtpeared  to  him  that  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  intended  that  every  negoti- 
ation, from  its  inception  to  its  consummation, 
should  be  made  known  to,  and,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, be  under  the  control  of,  the  Senate.  La 
the  first  years  of  the  CK)vemment  such  seemed 
to  have  been  tiie  practice.  General  Washing- 
ton frequentiy  presented  to  this  body  such 
questions  as  these:  Shall  a  n(«otiati<Hi  be 
opened  with  such  a  power  t  Shall  inatmoiiona 
to  this  or  that  effect  be  ^venf  .  Shall  a  treaty 
be  formed,  if  the  mutual  stipulations  ii^icated 
shoidd  be  agreed  onf  In  this  praottoe  Gen- 
eral Washington  did  not  persist  An  event  oc- 
curred in  1795,  having  no  doubt  some  influence 
in  justifying,  in  the  minds  of  our  Presidents,  if 
it  did  not  oooauon,  this  dumge,  A  ■al^jeot.itf 
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Tast  Gonaequenoes  was  sabmitted  to  the  deda- 
ion  of  the  Senate  in  secret  executive  session, 
nnder  the  most  sacred  obligation  not  to  be  dis- 
closed by  any  Senator.  Ko  sooner  had  the  Sen- 
ate adjonmed,  than  the  whole  matter  was 
Bpread  before  the  public  by  a  Senator  from  Yir- 
ginia,  (Mr.  Mason.)  The  whole  country  was 
thrown  into  oonfosiou ;  warm,  animated,  angry 
discttsdoa  followed,  and  all  the  Berrieea,  and 
Tirtnea,  and  character  of  Waahington  were  in- 
vaffloient  to  save  him  from  the  oensoce  and  re- 
proach of  a  part  of  tiie  coontry.  Sr.  F.  did 
not  censure  that  disclosure ;  those  to  whran  the 
Senator  was  responsible  applaaded  tiie  act;  he 
would  not  question  their  decision. 

It  was  soon  found,  as  the  Government  moTod 
on,  that  if  a  desire  was  felt  tbat  any  snl^ject 
should  be  bruited  about  in  every  comer  of  the 
United  States,  should  become  the  topic  of  uni- 
versal discusnon,  nothing  more  was  necessary 
than  to  dose  the  doors  of  the  Senate  chamber, 
and  make  it  the  ol^eot  «f  secret,  ooi^attial 
delibaiiti<»i.  Our  own  experience  afaows  that) 
in  thla  reapect,  there  has  been  no  improvement ; 
Hie  art  m  keeping  State  secrets  is  no  better 
understood  now  than  it  formerly  was,  Tet, 
with  these  facts  before  the  public,  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Vii^nia,  nearest  to  him,  (Mr. 
Tti^)  asserts  that  the  Senate  is  a  perfeoUy 
safe  depomtory  for  all  the  secrets  of  our  foreign 
cU^omacy. 

This  obange  in  the  course  of  the  Executive 
Departmentliad  been  submitted  to  wiliiODt  cen- 
sure or  resistance.  No  individual  Senator, 
even  as  far  as  Mr.  F.  was  informed,  had  ever 
made  an  effort  to  drive  the  Executive  into  a 
foil  And  ft«nk  disclosure  of  the  mysteries  of  our 
foreign  intercourse,  or  to  sastwi  a  claim  to 
control,  by  senatorial  advice,  the  character  and 
ezent  m  the  insbructions  given  to  onr  forei|fD 
Ministera  or  agents.  Thinking,  as  Mr.  F.  did, 
that  the  ecoistitation  intended  &e  Senate  should 
be  previously  consulted  on  all  points  of  foreign 
negotiation,  he  was  yet  compelled  to  admit 
that  the  usage  of  the  Government  bad  been 
uniformly  inconsistent  with  that  opinion.  Upon 
the  question  of  appointments  to  new  foreign 
misHODB  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  on  which 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  on  his  right  (Mr. 
TixnrxLL)  had  dwelt  with  so  mnoh  zeal  and 
eamestooaa  the  right  of  the  Flesident  to  orig- 
inate new  nnsBions  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  although  exerobwd  in  many  cases,  and 
asaertea  on  a  recent  occasion  by  the  late  Presi- 
dent, bad  not  been  resisted  by  the  Senate.  In- 
dividual Senators  had  condemned,  and  had 
asked  the  Senate  to  join  in  the  censure  of  such 
acts  and  pretensions ;  but  the  Senate  had,  on 
every  occasion,  evaded  a  decision. 

Both  the  great  parties  into  which  the  people 
were  suppo^  to  be  divided,  had  united  in  the 
expediency  of  avoiding  oolliston  with  the  Pres- 
ident on  this  question  of  power. 

The  motions  of  Mr.  Gore,  censuring  the  ap- 
pc^Dtment  by  Mr.  Madtooa  dnring  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  «f  Heaan.  GftUatin,  Bayard,  to 


treat  under  the  Bussiau  mediation,  were  lidd 
on  the  table  by  the  republican  votes  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  motion  of  the  present  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  (Mr.  Branch,)  condemning  the  pre- 
tensions of  Mr.  Adam^  that  he,  as  Frendent^ 
was  competent  to  appoint  Ministers  to  the  Con- 
gress of  -Panama,  was  laid  on  the  table  by  the 
vote  of  the  friends  of  the  late  Administration. 
So  fiv  aa  a  j^gment  was  to  be  farmeA  of  the 
opinion  of  the  Senate,  any  Frerident  had  a 
i^t  to  oondnde,  whatever  may  be  the  opinion 
of  his  cabinet,  or  of  stnne  <tf  his  distingafshed 
friends  In  either  or  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
that  his  power  to  make  appointments  to  new 
missions  during  the  recess  of  this  body  was  ad- 
mitted by  the  Senate  itself.  Mr.  F.  did  not  im- 
pute the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to 
assert  its  constitutional  rights,  to  party  consid- 
erations alone ;  although  it  had  unfortunately 
happened  that  these  tjuestions  were  always 
stirred  in  high  party  times,  and  pressed  with 
a  view  to  party  effect ;  the  satijeot  was  one  of 
difficulty ;  and  whenever  it  ia  oanvaased  as  it 
oo{^t  to  be,  with  a  ringle  ^e  to  tibe  relive 
constitutional  power  of  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate, it  would  be  found  ^at  a  decision  eithw  in 
favor  of  or  agtunst  the  power  of  the  Pre^dent 
alone  to  appoint  to  new  mladons^  would  be  at- 
tended with  serious  danger  to  the  pnblio  int^ 
est  He  was  prepared,  whenever,  m  executive 
session,  it  was  proposed  unconnected  with  par- 
ty strife,  for  the  expression  by  the  Senate  of  a 
fixed  opinion ;  and  to  adhere  to  that  opinion  in 
tdl  future  intercourse  with  the  Ohi^  Magis- 
trate. 

Apart  from  these  questions,  the  experience 
of  the  oonfiidvation  having  shown  the  neoea- 
sity  of  secret  confidential  agendes  in  foreign 
countries,  very  early  in  the  progress  of  the 
Federal  Government,  a  ftmd  was  set  apart  to 
be  expended  at  the  discretion  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  on  his  responsibility  only, 
called  ^e  contingent  fund  of  forei|;n  inter- 
course. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  on  his 
right  (Mr.  Tazewsll)  supposed  that  this  fbnd 
was  for  the  payment  of  spies  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, who  might  be  imprisoned  or  hung,  if  de- 
tected, with  his  free  will,  as  the  United  States 
were  not  bound  to  protect  them.  This  would 
depend  upon  their  character;  if  American  cit- 
izens, they  would  be  entitled  to  protection; 
and  tiiat  proteoticm  ahooldf  at  every  hazard,  be 
afforded ;  but  this  term  sf^,  to  which  the  goi- 
tleman  chooses  to  confine  the  use  of  this  con- 
tingent fand,  will  not  answer  his  purpose.  Foi- 
eign  Ministers  are  defined  to  be  privileged  spies, 
sent  abroad  to  lie  for  the  benefit  of  their  coun- 
try, (the  last  part  of  this  definititm  Mr.  F. 
hoped  was  not  always  accnrate.)  If  the  Pres- 
ident can,  on  the  strength  of  this  contingent 
fund,  appoint  spies,  he  can  appoint  the  privileged 
spies.  But  on  what  ground  does  the  ^ntle- 
man  narrow  down  the  use  of  this  contingent 
fund  ?  It  was  given  for  all  purposes  to  which 
a  secret  service  fond  should  or  could  be  applied 
tor  the  public  benefit.  For  spies,  if  Uie  guitle- 
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man  pleases ;  for.persooa  seat  publicly  and  se- 
cretly to  search  for  importaot  loformatiou,  po- 
litical or  commercial ;  for  agente  to  carry  con- 
fidential itkBtructioas,  written  or  verbal,  to  our 
foreign  Ministers,  in  negotiations  where  secrecy 
was  the  element  of  success ;  for  agents  to  fe^ 
tiie  pulse  of  foreign  GoverumentB,  to  ascertun 
if  treaties,  commeroial  or  political,  could  be 
fcvmed  with.them^  and  with  power  to  form 
them,  if  prfutioeble.  Such  nses  have  been  fre- 
qaently  made  oS  this  fand :  indeed,  the  propri- 
ety of  thos  QBiog  it  is  now,  for  the  first  time, 
doubted,  yfhj  is  it  pnblioly  discussed  ?  Hr. 
K  could  not  probably  speak  of  what  the  exec- 
attve  jonmat  did,  but  he  was  authorized  to  say 
what  it  did  not  contain.  The  Senate  had  not 
censured  or  doubted  the  propriety  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  agents  to  make  a  treaty  with 
Turkey.  No  committee  of  that  body,  no  indi- 
vidual Senator  had  proposed  to  the  Senate  to 
express  any  opinion  on  the  subject.  But,  on 
this  petty  ^tpropriation,  the  grave  constitn- 
timuu  qaestMHi  is  stirred  here  botii  Senators 
frcnn  ViiginiA — the  one  (Mr.  Tazbwell)  fnnn 
demair;  the  other,  (Mr.  Tzuib,)  because  an  at- 
tack onght  to  be  openly  made. 

To  the  first  Senator,  Mr.  F.  would  si^jgest 
that  patriotism  should  never  despair  of  the  re- 
pnblic ;  and  that  the  people  might  possibly  re- 
mind him  that  he  should  not  invoke  Hercules 
until  he  put  his  own  shoulder  to  the  wheel. 
The  other  Senator  discloses  the  purpose  of  bis 
movement  {  It  is  an  attaok.  OertMnly  the 
place  L9  well  ohosen,  and  the  attack  is  in  the 
nick  of  time.  3£r.  F.  thought  the  executive 
session  was  the  true  place  to  vindicate  the 
rights  of  the  Senato  in  its  interconrse  with  the 
Chief  Magistrate — that  the  Judgment  of  the 
Senate  ooght  to  be  disthictly  expressed,  not 
left  to  obscure  inferences  from  omissions  or  ei- 
presdons  in  appropriation  acts — these  were 
proper  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  which 
ooold  only  tiirongh  appropriations  check  the  ir- 
regular or  dangerous  action  of  the  Executive, 
but  not  in  the  Senato.  Yet  he  admitted  the 
propriety  of  taking  any  and  every  opportunity 
to  give  warning  to  the  States  and  to  the  people. 
Tlus  being  the  avowed  object,  no  allusion  to 
the  handwriting  on  the  wall  was  necessary. 
The  Administration  was  in  the  balance,  and  the 
people  will  decide  whether  it  is  or  is  not  want- 
ing in  fidelity  to  its  trust.  Some  remarks  had 
bMtt  iudnked  in,  on  the  manner  of  the  Sena- 
tors from  Virginia  In  th^  disouasion  of  this 
subject  Mr,  F.  was  too  much  in  the  habit  of 
apcf^ug  freely  to  find  fault  with  it  in  others — 
indeed,  he  was  always  like  Lockdey,  the  Bob- 
inhood  of  Ivaohoe,  ready  to  add  his  lialo 
*'  whenever  he  saw  a  good  shot  or  a  gallant 
blow."  If  disposed  to  criticize  he  should  find 
tbib  opposite  fault  with  both  the  Senators — ^they 
were  far  too  conrtiy  for  the  meridian  of  the 
TTnited  States.  They  had  adopted  and  -acted 
upon  the  maxim  of  courtiy  continental  Europe, 
and  of  the  palace  of  St,  James.  The  Chief 
Magistrate  can  do  no  wrong — the  Ministers  are 


[Skmatb. 

re8poo^ble-~on  them  let  the  weight  of  publio 
indignation  fall ;  and  one  of  the  gentiemen  (Mr. 
Tazkwbll)  had  gone  so  far  as  to  express  the 
sentiment,  that  he  was  willing  to  have  the 
maxim  universally  acted  upon,  if  the  cabinet 
Mmisters  could  he,  as  in  England,  brought  to 
the  block  for  ^ving  unconstitutional  advice  to 
the  Freudent  ITnuI  the  constitatiou  changes, 
the  Chief  only  is  responsible  for  Executive 
acts;  be  may  take  the  advice  of  his  Secreta- 
ries if  he  thinks  proper  \  but  there  is  no  obli- 
gation npbn  him  either  to  take  or  to  foUow  fliat 
advice ;  and  if  he  does  botli,  he  does  not  escape 
the  consequences — he  is  morally,  constitution- 
ally, and  legally  answerable  for  all  Executive 
acts ;  and  mx.  F.  thanked  Qod  that  whenever 
there  should  be  use  for  the  headsman's  axe, 
there  was  no  officer  of  this  Crovemment  too 
high  nor  too  low  to  eacape  its  edge.  The  pres- 
ent Chief  Magistrate  asks  not  the  introdootion 
of  this  slavish  doctrine — late  discoveries  show 
that  he  is  not  willing  to  assume  the  obligations 
of  others,  bat  be  has  never  shrunk  from  his 
own.  If  there  is  one  oharaetOTiatio  above  all 
others  peonUarly  distingoishing  the  man,  it  ii 
the  fearleBBness  witii  whii^  he  throws  himsdf 
upon  responsibility ;  not  with  the  reckless  in- 
difference of  a  profligate,  but  with  the  generoqs 
confidence  of  an  honest  mind.  Surprised  as 
Mr.  F.  was,  at  this  unusual  effort  to  strike  over 
the  Presideat's  shoulders  at  objects  behind  him, 
and  Weltered  by  his  constitutional  ahield,  he 
was  still  more  struck  with  the  distinctions  made 
in  selecting  points  of  attack.  The  Senator 
who  led  the  assault  (Mr.  Tazbwxll)  charged 
upon  the  four  members  of  the  cabinet,  who  had 
been  formerly  members  of  the  S^iate,  upbraid- 
ed them  for  the  inoonaistoiKgr  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Executive  with  certain  opinions  recorded 
in  the  journals  of  the  Senate  during  the  Pana- 
ma disGUssioQs ;  and  witii  giving  to  me  President* 
advice  to  violate  the  constitution.  The  Secreta- 
ries of  State,  War,  and  Havy,  and  the  Attor- 
ney>(^neral,  were  condemned  for  having  ad- 
vised, or  for  not  having  prevented  by  their  ad- 
vice, a  violation  of  tiiat  sacred  instrument. 
Why  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  exclud- 
ed ?  He,  too,  is  a  constitutional  adviser  of  the 
President,  under  the  like  obligations  to  give 
good  council,  imd,  by  so  doing,  preventing  vio- 
lations of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the 
country.  On  all  the  important  questions  aris- 
ing oat  of  the  Panama  misritm,  there  was  lit- 
tie  differeDOe  of  opinion  among  tbe  then  oppo- 
sition party,  which  tbe  Secretary  from  Penn- 
sylvania was  a  most  active  member ;  and,  al- 
tboufi^  not  recorded  here,  his  opinions  stand 
upon  record  elsewhere  on  those  questions. 
Why  is  he  of  Pennsylvania  excused  by  the 
Senator,  (Mr.  Tazbwbll,)  when  he  of  New 
York,  and  he  of  Tennessee,  and  he  of  North 
Carolina,  and  he  of  Georgia,  are  condemned 
without  scruple  or  mercy?  Even  this  dis. 
oriminaticHi,  wnguiar  as  it  is.  Is  surpassed  by 
that  of  the  other  gentleman  from  Yii^inia, 
(Mr.  Trm.)  He,  too^  seenu  to  faave  a  utot- 
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ite  in  the  cabinet,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
(Branch,)  whom  he  has  anzioasly  sought  to 
draw  out  of  harm's  way  from  the  deadly  range 
of  the  too  hot  fire  of  his  colleague.  Cannot 
our  Navy  stand  fire)  Now  this  Secretary 
(Branch)  was  the  author  of  the  resolutions 
brought  up  in  judgment  against  the  cabinet — 
the  approbation  of  the  other  three  Secreta- 
ries is  infrared  from  their  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  them  on  the  taUe — an  infereaoe^ 
every  Senator  knows  is  not  always  OOTreot 
Tet  the  author  is  to  be  excused,  Qie  inferred 
wprorers  condemned.  It  cannot  be  supposed 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  ignorant  of 
fliis  secret  negotiation  with  Turkey.  By  the 
facts  communicated  to  the  Senate,  he  is  the 
only  one,  besides  the  Secretary  (mF  State,  who 
certainly  was  informed  of  it.  The  expenses  of 
the  agency  were  advanced  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  repud  out  of  the  contingent  ftmd  of 
foreign  intercourse. 

The  commander  of  the  Kediterranean  squad- 
ron was  one  of  the  commissioners,  and  had  in- 
stmotions  from  the  Navy  0epartm«it,  alrant 
the  fimds  to  be  used  In  the  nraotiatioD  and  the 
movementB  of  his  shijM,  to  ftcuitate  its  sncoees. 
Yet,  although  he  did  know,  and  it  is  uncertain 
whether  two  other  members  of  the  cabinet  did 
or  ^d  not  know  any  thing  about  it,  he  is  not 
only  carefully  moved  out  of  the  way  of  re- 
proaoh,  but  is  made  the  subject  of  a  special 
euloginm.  He  from  North  Carolina  is  the  true 
republican  of  the  old  democratic  principles.  He 
is  a  star  who  never  suffered  dim  eclipse,  nor 
shed  disastrooa  twilight  over  half  the  nations ; 
nor,  Mr.  F.  would  add,  with  fear  of  change, 
perplexed  monarohs — andUr.  F.  would  say  far- 
ther, if  disposed  to  indulge  in  a  prophetic  spirit, 
that  the  honoraUe  Secretary  never  wonld.  No 
disparagement  to  the  worthy  gentleman  was 
-intended;  the  poetry  and  the  propheoj  might 
be  applied  to  all,  and  to  any  of  his  associates. 
Those  who  were  disposed  to  speculate  curiously 
into  the  circDmstances  of  the  hour,  might  in- 
vestigate the  causes  of  tliese  strange  discrimi- 
nations. Tou  and  I,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr. 
F.,  adopting  the  habit  of  onr  New  England 
brethren,  might  make  shrewd  guesses  at  the 
true  causes ;  but  whether  our  guesses  would  fly 
at  random,  or  directly  to  the  mark,  is  not  at 
present  of  much  importance — now,  it  is  neces- 
sary only  to  mark  the  fact  that  the  discrimina- 
tion is  made.  Leaving  the  favored  pair  to  re- 
joice, the  one  at  his  perfect,  and  the  other  at 
his  partial  immunity,  and  the  unfortunate  tri- 
umvirate to  repine  at  their  fate,  and  bear^  witib 
all  the  grace  in  their  power,  the  galling  fire  of 
Virginia's  wrath,  Mr.  F.  would  proceed  to  con- 
sider the  attack  as  if  made  upon  the  only  re- 
sponsible ofBcer,  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  charged  with  lawless  acts,  with 
the  first  violation  of  an  important  provision  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  with  a 
usurpation,  into  his  own  hands,  of  a  power  con- 
fided to  him  conjointly  with  the  Senate. 

The  Senator  fnnn  VirpnJa  who  first  on 
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the  subject,  (Mr.  Tazewsll,)  denied  the  correot- 
ness  m  the  distinctiou  between  agents  and 
officers  of  the  Government.  The  distinotilon 
might  not  be  sound ;  but  one  thing  was  certain, 
that  it  had  always  been  made,  and  always  had 
been  an^  was  now  acted  upon.  Every  head  of 
a  department  occasionally  employs  and  pays 

rte  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  his 
y,  on  the  strength  of  the  contingent  fimd 
submitted  to  his  disbursement.  We  have  con- 
sals  appointed  under  the  oonstitnticHQ,  by  and 
wil^  the  ad^oe  and  consent  oi  the  Senate: 
oommereial  agents  sdeoted  by  the  Preridoit 
with  consular  powers,  about  whose  ^pdnt* 
ment  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  are 
never  asked.  We  have  agents  or  commissioners 
to  make  contracts,  treaties  they  are  called,  with 
Indian  tribes.  These  appointments  were  in  the 
first  days  of  the  Government  submitted  to  the 
Senate,  but  were  soon  made  at  the  discretion  of 
the  President  or  his  Secretary  of  War,  without 
even  the  ceremony  of  stating  to  the  Senate  that 
they  bad  been  made.  We  have  foreign  Minis- 
ters and  charge  d'affaires  appointed,  by  and 
with  the  adriceand  otmsentof  the  Senate;  and 
agencies  oomndtted  to  the  Secretary  of  ^te  to 
make  treaties  while  the  Senate  is  sitting^  and 
secret  agents  to  make  treaties  abroad ;  and  in 
neither  case  is  tbe  Senate  informed  of  the  poww 
given  xmtU  it  is  executed,  the  treaty  bdng 
signed  by  the  empowered  agents. 

If  these  acts  are  lawless — ^if  these  are  viola- 
tions of  the  constitution,  encroachments  on  the 
powers  of  the  Senate,  the  remedy  should  come 
from  Virginia,  for  Virginia  was  the  author  of 
the  eviL  If  the  constitution  lira  suffering  under 
festering  wounds,  the  blows  were  struck  by  her 
steel,  and  it  is  her  duty  to  apply  the  sovereign 
balm — the  rust  of  the  weapon  heals  the  wounds 
it  has  made.  The  first  stab  was  gjven  ^ 

Cntal  hand  of  Washington.  •Je&rson,  and 
ison,  and  Monroe,  have  each,  in  turn,  stmek 
deep  into  the  vitals  of  the  victim.  Ay,  eir^  if 
her  Senators  are  right  in  principle,  they  can 
point  to  as  many  gashes  in  the  constitution,  as 
Antony  bared  to  the  view  of  the  Roman  peo- 
ple on  the  piangled  body  of  their  dead  Gcesar. 

Mr,  F.  would  not  fatigue  the  Senate  by  bring- 
ing agun  into  view  all  the  examples  of  appoint- 
ments like  those  of  the  commissioners  to  Tur- 
key. He  would  touch  cmly  two  or  three  of  the 
most  striking ;  some  of  the  prominent  circum- 
stances of  vhieh  bad  esoaped  l^e  attention  d 
the  gentleman  from  Lou&ana,  (Mr.  Livma- 
stonO 

On  the  80th  of  March,  17S6,  David  Hum- 
phreys, Minister  of  the  United  States  to  Pw* 
tugal,  was  ai^Knnted  by  Genra'al  Washin^t<m, 
during  the  recess  of  tiie  Senate,  a  commissioner 
to  conclude  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
witli  Algiers.  He  n^tiated  a  treaty,  by  his 
deputy,  J.  Donaldson,  jr.,  in  September,  1796, 
but  signed  it  himself  at  Lisbon,  on  the  28th  of 
November,  1796.  This  treaty  was  n^otiatcd 
under  a  full  power,  bearing  the  ugn  manual  of 
the  President,  and  the  broad  seal  of  the  United 
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States.  It  was  submitted  to  the  Senate  in  Feb- 
raary,  1796,  and  ratified  on  the  2d  of  Harcb, 
1796,  bj  a  vote  of  twenty-three  to  two. 
No  nomination  of  Mr.  Humphreys  was  made 
to  the  Senate.  The  tenth  session  of  the  Senate, 
an  extra  session  called  by  President  Washing- 
ton^  began  on  the  8tb,  and  closed  on  the  20th 
of  Jane,  1795.  Here  tfawe  was  a  confidential 
oommisuMier  i^>pointed  under  a  ftall  power, 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  not  nominated 
to  the  Senate  at  its  sneoeedlng  session,  and  abont 
whose  movements  nothing  was  known  until 
late  in  the  second  session  aRer  his  appointment ; 
when  this  power  having  been  snccessftilly  exe- 
onted  by  the  formation  of  a  treaty,  that  treaty 
was  sabmitted  for  approval,  and  ratified  almost 
tmauimoaaly,  without  a  whisper  of  disapproba- 
tion on  the  course  pursued  by  General  Wash- 
ington, or  a  doubt  as  to  his  right  to  Uie  exoln- 
uve  power  exercised  by  him. 

A  like  commission  was  given  to  Mr.  Hum- 
phreys at  the  same  tune,  80th  March,  1796,  to 
moke  a  trea^  of  amity  and  oonunerce  with 
TripoU.  Joel  Bariow  was  snbatitnted  the  10th 
of  FebmaiT.  170S ;  a  treaty  was  negotiated  on 
the  4th  of  January,  1797,  and  laid  before  the 
Senate  on  the  S6th  of  May,  1707.  Two  sessions 
of  Oo ogress  intervened,  and  three  sessions  of  the 
Senate,  between  the  ap^intment  of  the  com- 
missioner and  the  submission  of  the  treaty  to 
the  Senate,  during  all  of  which  General  Wash- 
ington was  President.  Mr.  Adams  submitted 
the  treaty  for  ratification  during  the  third  ses- 
sion of  Congress  snoceediDg  the  appointment  of 
the  commissioner.  No  nomination  was  ever 
made,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  in  both 
cases  was  uiproved.  Mr.  F.  would  not  say  that 
what  had  been  done  In  those  days  was  right, 
beeanaa  it  was  done  tnr  the  grwt  model  for 
■tatesmen  and  ratizenB;  nut  he  would  say  that 
the  President  oonkt  not  be  JnsUy  charged  with 
now,  for  the  first  time,  vioUtiDg  the  constitu- 
tion, when  he  had  taken  such  examples  for  his 
guide,  and  squared  his  conduct  by  the  rule  of 
Washington.  Mr.  F.  would  not  press  the  sub- 
sequent appointments  made  by  the  succeeding 
Presidents  from  Virginia,  as  all  had  been  al- 
luded to,  except  the  remarkable  one  made  by 
Mr.  Madison  in  1816.  William  Shaler  and 
Isaao  Ghanncey  were  appointed  on  the  24th  of 
August  of  that  year,  commissioners  to  alter  the 
treaty  tiien  recently  made  with  Algiers  by 
Shaler  and  Deoatnr,  under  a  oonmiismon  to  them 
and  Oaptdn  BiUnbridge.  This  altendion  was 
made  b^  treaty  on  the  38d  of  December,  1810, 
and  ratified  during  Mr.  Monroe's  administra- 
tion, 1st  of  Febmarr,  1822 :  yeaa,  43— nave, 
none.  Mr.  F.  had  both  commissions  in  his 
hands ;  they  were  full  powers  nnder  the  sign 
manual  of  the  President  and  broad  seal  of  the 
United  States,  in  all  respects  like  the  powers 
granted  to  Biddle,  Offley,  and  Bhind.  In  these 
instances,  also,  the  Vii^nia  I^esldent  did  not 
ask  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and 
esc^wd,  like  bisgreat  predecessors,  all  censure 
and  remark.  The  hcmorable  Senators,  how- 
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ever,  admit  that  all  these  things  have  been 
don^  and,  as  th^  say,  r^htfuUy  done;  and 
their  opinions  against  this  Tarkish  negotiation 
rest  upon  the  correctness  of  certain  distinctions 
they  have  presented  to  the  Senate,  lliey  ad- 
mit that  the  former  Presidents,  beginning  with 
General  Washington,  have,  daring  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  rightfully  appointed  commission- 
ers to  treat  of  peace  and  oonmierce  with  tjie 
Barbary  Powers,  whose  names  were  not  sent  to 
the  Senate  at  subsequent  sessions.  Th^  admit 
that  Messrs.  Gallatiiif  Bayard,  and  Adams  were 
rightAiUy  appointed  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate  to  treat  with  Great  Britfuo  under  the 
Russian  mediation.  They  admit  that  the 
President  has  rightfully  negotiated  treaties  in 
Washington  dunng  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
and  daring  the  sessions  of  this  body,  without 
asking  its  advice  and  consent,  by  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  State ;  and,  admitting  all  tliia, 
they  accuse  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  disregarding  the  constitution,  for  having  ne- 
gotiated, through  the  instrumentality  of  secret 
agents,  a  oommercial  treaty  with  Turkey. 

The  hfflunvble  Senators  unite  in  resting  this 
apparent  inoonsistency  of  opinion  on  these 
grounds: 

First  On  the  ground  that  all  the  previous 
appointments  of  this  kind  were  made  during 
war.  A  state  of  war,  in  their  judgment,  justi< 
fles  during  the  recess  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  make  peace ;  but  does  it  Justify, 
also,  the  foilure  to  ask  a  confirmation  of  the 
appointment  of  these  commissioners  at  the  suo- 
oeeding  session  of  the  Senate !  It  was  not  so 
contended  when  Mr.  Gore^s  resolutions  were  dis- 
cussed. This  resort  to  the  war  power  is,  how- 
ever, certainly  convenient^  as  carried  to  its 
If^timate  extent;  it  renders  any  participation 
of  the  Senate  in  the  business  of  re-estabuahing 
the  regtdations  of  peace  altogether  snpwfluousw 
It  proves  too  much  for  the  gentieman's  purpose. 
It  involves  besides  the  truth  o£  one  of  these 

Sropoutions,  to  both  of  which  Mr.  F.  expressly 
issented:  either  that  the  sole  power  of  the 
President  over  the  foreign  relations  of  the 
Uidted  States  was  enlarged,  or  the  controlling 
power  of  the  Senate  over  those  relations  dimin- 
ished, by  the  state  of  war — propositions  far 
more  dangerous  in  their  consequences  than  any 
that  coald  arise  from  the  practice  of  appointing 
secret  confidential  t^ents  in  negotiating  treaties 
of  commerce.  Mr.  F.  did  not  Mliere  that  any 
gentieman  woold  risk  his  reputation  as  a  states- 
man, (if  be  nright  use  tfae  term  without  ofilanoe 
to  the  Senatw  behind  him,  (Mr.  Trtu,)  who 
had  honored  it  with  a  pecoliar  sneer,)  seriously 
contending  that  either  was  true ;  yet,  he  sulf* 
mitted  with  confidence  to  the  Judgment  of  the 
Senators,  if  one  of  them  was  not  the  inevitable 
result  of  the  distinction  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia. 

The  facts  in  the  cases  referred  to  did  not  "bear 
the  genti«nen  out,  even  if  their  distinction  was 
just;  all  the  appointments  made,  were  not 
made  during  a  state  of  war.  Hei«,  however, 


l\irkuh  Commmion — Power  o/tAe  Prcndent  to  Qrigaiatt  Mutiont. 


Digi:ized  by  Google 


348 


ABBIPaHENT  OF  THE 


a  reliance  is  placed  upon  another  groand,  cover- 
iug  all  the  appointments  mode  to  treat  with  the 
powers  on  the  Barbary  coast.  It  was  stud  they 
were  Barbarian  Powers,  and  not  to  be  treated 
aa  civilized  nations.  Indeed  1  Barbarian  Pow- 
ers I  Foreign  Barbarian  Powers,  certtunly  not 
dependents  on  the  United  States.  The  treaties 
ficvmed  bj  tiie  oramnisuoners  mentdoned  made 
the  United  States,  for  a  time,  tbur  tribataries. 
As  this  was  a  grave  oonstitntional  question,  to 
be  tried  by  the  language  of  the  instrument  it- 
self, Kr.  F.  would  ask,  with  due  respect,  why 
the  gentleman  traveUed  out  of  the  instrument  to 
look  into  the  character  of  the  foreign  power 
with  whom  negotiation  was  direct^  by  the 
President,  and  what  degree  of  civilization  in  a 
foreign  nation  was  necessary  to  briogtbeAgentB 
sent  to  them  within  the  controlling  power  of 
the  Senate.  The  honorable  Senators  did  not 
as  yet  affirm  that  the  treaties  made  with  them 
were  not  beyond  or  below  the  Senator's  orbit. 
■  But  Vi.  F.  did  not  discover  any  reason  for  the 
participation  of  the  Senate  in  the  ratifioation  of 
the  treaty,  which  was  not  applicable  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  D^tiators,  if  they  were,  as 
contended  for  by  the  gentlemen,  officers  in  the 
technical  language  of  uie  constitution.  In  their 
zeal  to  find  them,  they  have  struck  upon  dis- 
tinctions much  too  broad  for  their  purpose. 
Supposiog  the  distinction  sound,  the  distinction 
covers  the  Tarkish  negotiation,  and  upon  their 
own  doctrines  the  Administration  stands  justi- 
fied. Take  the  Algerines,  for  example's  sake : 
how  do  they  differ  from  the  Turks?  The 
Earopean  woald  call  the  Algerines  barbarians 
-HBO  be  does  the  Turks:  the  Algerines  are  not 
Ohristians,  nor  are  the  Turks;  the  Algerines 
are  Mahometans,  so  are  the  Turks.  In  the 
event  of  a  rimtore,  the  Algerines  imprison  the 
consuls  of  the  power  with  whom  tney  are  at 
war,  reduce  its  salyeots  or  citizens  to  slavery, 
and  confiscate  all  the  property  belonging  to  the 
enemy^s  nation  within  their  power — so  do  the 
Turks :  on  the  principle  of  the  lex  talionU^  the 
Algerines  are  not  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 
rules  of  honorable  war — nor  are  the  Tnrks. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Tazewbll) 
says  uie  Turks  have  been  a  formidable  power 
before  the  American  Government  bad  existence 
— so  have  the  Algerines,  although  their  Dey  ia 
now  kicked  about  with  as  little  ceremony  as  a 
Chert^ee  chie£  Bow  long  is  it  unce  iJgiers 
has  made  the  most  formidable  nations  of  Europe 
tremble  1  If  antiquity  of  strength  is  of  any  im- 
portance in  this  aiscusion,  the  barbarians  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  so  called  while  they  were 
teaching  Europe  civilization,  have  been  terrible 
for  centuries.  They  foiled,  in  all  the  pride  of 
his  strength,  the  grandson  of  that  monarch 
under  whose  patronage  this  continent  was  dis- 
covered. He  who  humbled  France,  was  al- 
most  master  of  Europe,  was  himself  reduced 
to  extremity  by  tliese  now  despised  Barbarians. 
Mr.  F.  was  unable  to  discover  any  tan^ble  dis- 
tinction between  the  Mahometan  Powers  of 
Africa,  and  the  Mahometaa  Powers  of  Enrope 
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and  Asia.  Turkey  was  distinguished  from  the 
others  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  but  that  dtstino- 
tion  was  founded  solely  upon  the  gec^^bioal 
portion  of  a  part  of  the  Sultan's  dominions — a 
position  that  could  -not  be  important  in  the 
question  before  the  Senate.  Oconpylng  an  in- 
teresting and  imposing  position  in  Europe,  the 
European  Govemmenta  ooodescended  to  eon- 
sider  the  Turkish  Giovemment  as  part  of  the 
Enropean  system.  It  was  one  of  the  make- 
weights in  the  balance  of  power — that  chimera 
to  which  millions  of  lives  had  been  sacrificed — 
which  had  enabled  the  wily  di|>lomacy  of  artful 
despotism  to  stay  for  centuries  the  onward 
march  of  reason  and  liberty.  In  no  other  re- 
flects is  there  a  distincUon  made  between  the 
Turks  and  other  Mahometan  Powers.  War 
and  peace,  and  treaties  of  commerce,  are  made 
with  all,  and  with  all  the  nations  of  the  world 
regulate  their  intercourse  as  if  they  were  Chris- 
tian powers.  Untal  the  gentleman  can  find  a 
stronger  distinction  than  this,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  practice  of  former  Administra- 
tions in  their  intercourse  with  the  Barbarian 
Powers,  covers  the  case  of  this  secret  negotia- 
tion with  the  Barbarian  Tork. 

The  ^ntlemen  had  not  been  more  fortnnate  la 
mdntaming  the  other  ground  chosen  by  them. 
Pressed  by  the  force  of  the  precedents  urged 
of  treaties  made  without  the  Senate's  knowl- 
edge, by  the  instrumentality  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  during  the  recess,  and  during  sessions 
of  ^is  body  \  treaties  of  commerce,  of  indem- 
nity, of  dums  due  to  and  by  the  United  States ; 
for  the  settiement  (Mf  diluted  boundaries,  and 
for  cessions  of  ezten^ve  territory,  the  Senators 
urge  that  the  negotiators  acted  in  these  cases  as 
the  agents  of  the  President,  by  virtue  of  thetr 
commissions  as  Secretaries  of  State.  What  was 
there  in  the  commission  of  the  Scretary  of 
State  that  made  him,  ex  officio,  a  negotiator  ? 
What  was  there  in  the  law  creating  ^is  office 
that  warranted  this  distinction!  There  was 
certainly  nothing,  either  in  the  commission  or 
act  of  CoDgress.  There  was  a  mistake  made 
by  the  genUemen  destructive  of  their  conclu- 
sion ;  they  assumed  aa  a  fact  what  did  not  exist. 
The  Secretaries  of  State,  acting  as  the  agents 
of  the  Prendent,  did  not  negotute  by  virtue  of 
thor  commissions  as  Secretaries  of  State— th^ 
were  appointed  by  the  Presidents,  under  their 
sign  manual  and  the  broad  seal  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  special  purpose  of  making  the 
treaf^  formed  by  them  severally ;  they  had 
tall  powers,  such  as  were  granted  to  Blddle, 
Offiey,  and  Khind.  There  was  no  difference 
but  tills :  the  Secretaries  In  Washington,  in  the 
face  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  nation,  negotia- 
ted ■  the  Tarkish  commissioners  transacted  their 
business  in  secret  at  Constantinople.  What 
constitutional  principle  justifies  the  appointment 
of  an  agent  here,  the  Senate  ^tting,  publicly  or 
privately,  to  form  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  pow- 
er, that  will  not  justify  the  appointment  of  a 
secret  agent  to  form  a  treaty,  if  practicable,  in 
London  or  Constantinople  t  Hie  place  where 
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tiie  pover  trruted  is  to  be  cairied,  cannot 
cflEtet  tiie  right  of  ibe  Preddent  to  grant  that 
power.  Sappose  the  Torkish  GoTemment  had 
sent  ft  secret  and  confidential  ^nt  to  Wash- 
ington, and  a  treaty  bad  been  conclnded  with 
him  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  the  agent  of 
the  Ftesident,  can  it  be  reasonably  pretended 
that  the  app<Hntment  of  the  Secretary  as  agent 
would  not  have  been  a  constitutional  exercise 
of  power  bj  the  President,  according  to  all 
past  usage  ?  If  it  would  have  been,  casuistry 
itself  could  not  condemn  the  i4)poinfaneut  of 
t^e  secret  agents  who  had  been  sent  to  Oonstan- 
linople. 

Ut.'F.  bdieved  the  condoet  of  the  Frerident 
atrietlj^  correct,  if  it  oonld  be  shown  that  the 
negotiation  wiui  Turkey  ought  to  have  been 
bept  secret  The  motives  for  a  secret  negotia^ 
tion  were  to  him  obvious  and  satisfactory.  The 
United  States  could  have  no  desire  for  any 
political  connection  with  Turkey ;  a  commercial 
treaty  had  Ions;  been  considered  important,  and 
U  had  always  been  deemed  prudent  to  seek  to 
establish  commericd  relations  with  that  Got- 
emment  by  informal  secret  agents.  It  has 
been  thought  that  an  informid  agency  would  be 
more  likely  to  succeed  than  a  public  lOnister ; 
the  misnon  of  a  confidential  informal  agent 
would  not  create  a  belief  that  we  were  too 
anxioas  to  sacceed,  while  his  secret  negotiation 
wonW  not  be  liable  to  be  defeated  by  the  influ- 
ence of  Uie  great  powers  who  were  represented 
at  Constantmople.  It  was  apprehended  that 
some  of  the  European  Oovemments,  none  of 
whom  dislike  to  monoplize  power  and  com- 
merce, might  not  be  pleased  to  see  Jonathan's 
long  sickle  thrust  into  the  golden  harvests  that 
grow  on  the  borders  of  the  £uxine,  and  might 
poraibly  use  some  little  artifices  to  prevent  it. 
There  was  some  pride,  too,  in  refraiumg  from 
a  pnblic  effort  to  make  a  treaty  when  success 
was  .so  problematioal,  and  with  this  pride  was 
mbig^ed  no  small  portion  of  Yankee  economy. 
A  pnUie  raisnon  to  the  Turkish  Government, 
snccesBflil  onuifortnnate,  was  always  expennve, 
and  there  was  a  wise  determination  not  to  expend 
iiie  pnblio  mon^^  if  the  object  in  view  could 
not  be  accomplished.  One  of  the  Senators 
from  Vu*ginia  (Mr.  Ttlbr)  had  dwelt  with 
strong  ^phasis  upon  the  character  Mr.  Rhind 
gave  himself  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Suppose  that  the  respectable  and  worthy 
man  had,  in  the  vanity  of  reoent,  and,  as  he 
honesdy  believed,  important  success,  considered 
himself  as  a  high  diplomatic  character,  his  view 
of  it  did  not  determine  his  character ;  and  that 
could  not,  from  the  papers  before  the  Senate,  be 
mistaken.  To  the  often  repeated  question,  of 
how  did  these  agenta  differ  firom  the  public 
ITinisters,  Mr.  F.  saw  bat  one  answer— they 
were  not  accredited  by  the  heads  of  tiie  foreign 
Govoument  with  whom  tbey  toansacted  bim- 
ness — ^they  carried  no  letters  credential,  and 
were  entitled  to  no  privil^ea.  It  was  not  Kr. 
F.'s  purpose,  nor  was  it  necessary  ten  the  vindi- 
o^ioa  of  the  Admiadstntiffio,  to  saatoin  i}ie  |wo- 
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prietj  of  tids  distittotion  between  agents  and 
IGnisters;  he  had  aecomidi^ed  his  object  by 
proving  that  it  had  been  early  and  constantly 
made,  and  by  no  Presidents  more  freqnentiy 
than  those  who  were  given  to  ns  by  Virginia. 

The  honorable  Senator  who  led  the  way  in 
this  discussion,  Qlr.  Tazewzix,)  not  satisfied 
with  having  oharged  the  cabinet  with  a  pal- 
pable violation  of  the  constitution,  seemed  deter- 
mined to  make  the  impression  that  there  had 
been  an  insidious  design  in  the  manner  of  ask- 
ing for  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  Turkish 
oommisnonerB.  He  ima^ned  the  Secretary  o£ 
State  widied  to  entrap  the  S«iate  into  a  sano- 
tion  of  the  orif^nal  impointment  of  tiieee  con- 
fidential agents.  The  Secretary  knew,"  the 
gentleman  aud,  "  at  the  b^inning  of  the  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  that  this  appropriation  would 
be  wanted.  The  Secretary  asked  it  not  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  where  the  appropria- 
tions OQght  properly  to  originate ;  but,  at  this 
late  day  of  the  Senate,  through  their  Com- 
mittee of  Finance."  No  desire  to  receive  a 
sanction  of  the  appointment  of  these  commis- 
sioners could  exist,  after  the  treaty  formed  by 
them  had  beeu  ratified,  without  tiie  slightest 
intimation  from  the  Senate  that  there  bad  been 
any  irregularity  in  the  manner  of  appointing 
them.  The  history  ol  the  transaction  is  an 
ample  refhtation  of  ibia  ungenerous  charge. 
The  Turkish  treaty  was  not  disposed  c£  until 
the  gener^  appropriation  bill  had  passed  the 
House  of  Bepresentotlves ;  the  ai^ropriation 
for  the  payment  of  the  service  rendered  could 
not  be  asked  for  until  the  question  on  that 
treaty  was  decided  here ;  and  when  it  was  de- 
cided, the  appropriation  was  requested  where 
only  it  could  property  be  made.  The  assertion 
of  the  gentieman,  that  appropriation  bills  ought 
properly  to  originate  in  the  House  of  Represent* 
atives,  was  not  American  in  its  character ;  it 
was  borrowed  from  England.  The  House  of 
Commons  of  the  English  Parliament  asserts  its 
right  to  originate  all  money  biUs;  the  Hoaae 
of  Represei^iatives  oS  the  Oongresa  of  the 
TTnited  States  -had  no  exolodva  right  to  orig- 
inate any  bills  bnt  those  for  rating  revenue: 
and  recent  circumstances  were  well  calculated 
to  raise  a  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  that  restric- 
tion upon  the  power  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  States.  Even  revenue  bills  could  be  amend- 
ed in  the  Senate,  and  the  appropriation  under 
discussion  could  be  properly  made  if  the  Eng- 
lish rule  was  to  govern  our  practice.  There 
was  in  this  case  a  peculiar  propriety  in  asking 
the  appropriation  of  the  Senate.  When  these 
oommissiouers  were  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, he  might  have  paid  their  swvices  out  of 
his  oontingoit  fund ;  but  scrupulously  desirous 
not  to  use  the  dtsoretion  over  it  vested  in  him, 
when  it  was  not  absolutely  necessary,  he  di- 
rected the  eomnusnoners  to  be  told,  *^  your  ex- 
penses shall  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund, 
and  such  compensation  for  your  services  as 
Congress  maj  allow."  Now,  nr,  to  have  asked 
tills  appn^»natioa  of  the  House  of  Bepreaenta- 
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tfves  in  the  first  instance,  would  have  been  to 
apply  to  persons  who  had  not,  and  cami<it 
have,  nntil  the  ratifications  of  the  Tnrlcish 
treflt7  are  exchanged,  the  means  of  jndging 
what  sum  oaght  to  be  paid  for  the  service 
rendered.  The  Senate  does  know,  and  no 
doabt  the  House  will  so  far  rdj  upon  onr 
knowledge  and  discretion  as  to  approve  the  sam 
that  may  be  fixed  apon  here.  The  Execntive 
is  unfortanate,  when  his  aompnloiiB  anxiety  to 
oonsnlt  the  representatives  ta  the  people,  and 
of  the  States,  in  the  eraenditare  of  pablic 
money,  g^ves  birth  to  a  onarge  of  inndionaly 
attempting  to  make  the  Senate  connive  at  a 
violation  of  the  constitntion,  and  ap|m>Te  of 
his  nsnrpation  of  thoir  rightfiil  power. 

The  services  rendered  by  the  commimcoieTS 
bad  been  slightly  spoken  ofi  Some  supposed 
that  a  treaty  with  Torkey  was  of  no  conse- 
qnence,  since  the  treaty  of  Adrianople  between 
Bassia  and  Turkey  had  opened  the  channel  into 
the  Black  Sea  to  all  nations.  It  was  true,  that, 
by  the  stipnlatioDB  of  that  treaty,  the  Turks 
bound  themselves  to  Russia  to  admit  all  powers 
at  peaoe  vitii  the  Ottoman  Porte  into  the  Black 
Sea;  and  Roasla  was  expressly  andiorbed  to 
oonsider  a  disremrd  of  that  stipnlation  as  just 
cause  of  war.  Still  the  treaty  of  Adrianc^e, 
dependent,  as  it  is,  upon  the  continuance  of 
peace  between  Russia  and  Turkey,  gave  the 
United  States  no  claim  upon  Turkey  to  a  free 
passage  through  the  canal  of  Oonstantinople : 
in  fact,  Americans  who  Tentured  into  the  gold- 
en horn  were  not  permitted  to  pass  through 
the  Black  Sea.  No  doubt  the  Government 
might  have  solicited  from  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  his  interference  to  secure  the  observance 
of  the  treaty  made  with  him.  His  answer 
would  certainly  have  been,  I  wish  you  to  have 
a  oommeroe  with  all  my  dominirau;  but  at 

S resent  I  cannot  prodently  go  to  war  to  compel 
le  Turks  to  ftilfil  this  engagement  'When- 
ever circumstances  permit,  I  shall  .recollect  and 
punish  this  disregard  of  the  promises  made  tome. 
Was  it  not  better  to  procure  from  the  Ottoman 
Porte  itself  the  right  to  a  participation  of  the 
commerce  of  the  Black  Sea — a  right  which 
would  be  independent  of  the  state  of  war  or 
peace  with  Russia,  than  thus  to  have  solicited 
the  exertion  of  Russian  power  fur  our  benefit ! 
The  treaty  of  Adrianople,  without  doubt,  facil- 
itated our  success.  That  our  object  could  not 
have  been  reached  without  a  treaty,  is  certain. 
We  know  that,  under  tiie  TnrUdi.  constraotiMi 
of  the  treaty  of  Adrianoide,  nations  not  having 
treaties  with  Turkey  are  not  admitted  into  the 
Black  Sea— that  nations  having  commercial 
treaties,  since  the  treaty  oS  Adrianople,  have 
Bought  admismon  under  the  protection  of  the 
promise  to  Bnsaia,  and  that  it  has  been  refused ; 
the  answer  made  to  both  was,  the  eogagement 
made  with  Russia  does  not  alter  our  treaties 
with  other  powers.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Yireinia  on  his  right  (Mr.  Tazbwsix)  had 
spoken  of  the  inoonnderable  benefits  likdy  to 
arise  out  of  tiie  ocmuneroe  to  the  Turkish  and 
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Russian  settiements  on  the  Black  Sea.  There 
was  no  recent  information  on  which  a  certain 
calculation  could  be  made  of  the  benefits  tiiat 
would  probably  result  to  the  country  from 
this  negotiation.  The  commercial  community 
would,  as  the  most  intelligent  merchants  be- 
lieved, profit  by  it.  The  navigating  interests 
certainly  would,  unless  the  owners  of  ships 
had  lost  their  ancient  skill  and  enterprise.  In 
the  present  depressed  conation  of  the  navigat- 
ing interest,  perishiog  under  the  paralyzing 
influence  of  our  iotenuu  policy,  the  Aoministra- 
tion  had  done  its  dubr  in  lookuig.to  onr  external 
policy  for  its  relie£  Mr.  F.  had,  with  some 
^igence,  sought  for  accurate  informaticn.  Al- 
though bis  labor  had  not  been  as  well  rewarded 
as  he  ooold  have  wished,  he  had  yet  collected 
some  &cts,  gleaned  from  the  history  of  past 
years,  whim  would  afford  gentiemeu  the  means 
of  approaching  the  truth  in  making  an  estimate 
of  the  OTobable  benefits  of  a  free  omuneree 
into  the  Black  Bea. 

After  being  closed  by  the  Turks  upon  all  the 
world  for  near  three  hundred  years,  from  1476 
to  1774,  the  iMSsage.of  the  Black  Sea  was 
opened  to  Bnsnan  vessels  by  treaty  in  1774. 
Oa  85th  of  Jane,  1808, 1^'  *  treaU  fonned 
at  Puis,  the  f^ch  tag  was  adnutted  into  the. 
Black  Sea  j  and,  shor^  after,  the  liberty  of 
navigatii^  it  was  sucoessfUly  demanded  by,  and 
yielded  to,  the  other  commercial  European 
Powers. 

In  1808,  816  vessels  took  in  cargoes  in  the 
Russian  ports  of  the  BlMk  Sea :  663  at  Odessa, 
210  at  Taganrog,  2S  at  OafiTa,  19  at  Kosloo,  7  at 
Sevastopol,  and  4  at  Chersou.  Of  these,  421 
were  Austrian,  829  Russian,  18  Ragnsan,  16 
Ionian,  15  fratofa,  7  Eo^^iah,  fl  Url^  and  S 
Spanish. 

In  1617, 1,985  vessels  entered  the  p<nt  ttf 
Odessa  alone :  480  Bnsrian,  188  AnirtriaQ,  164 
Eo^h,  48  French,  18  Spanish, '49  Swedi^ 
81  Sardinian,  66  Turkish,  7  Danish,  7  Neapoli- 
tan, 3  Sidlian,  and  881  Russian,  engaged  in 
the  coasting  trade.  In  the  same  year,  400 
entered  the  port  of  Taganr<^.  In  1808,  there 
was  an  importation  at  Odessa  of  88,181  bidea 
of  cotton.  In  1817,  the  frdght  of  a  single 
article  of  commerce,  wheat,  shipped  to  Leghorn 
from  the  Black  Sea,  amounted  to  $1,860,0001 
All  these  facts  related  to  the  Rnssian  domin- 
ions :  when  it  was  taken  into  view  that  the 
Turkish  dominions  on  the  borders  of  the  Enxine 
included  Wrge  cities,  liith  a  popnlation  exceed- 
ing 360,000  souls,  landing  on  the  borders  of 
rich  settlements,  one  of  than,  Trebisond,  in 
the  direct  Hue  of  intercourse  with  the  Pendan 
Gulf,  it  mig^t  be  fairly  concluded  that  the 
owners  of  onr  ships  would  find,  if  true  to  them- 
selves, profitable  employment  for  their  now 
almost  useless  property.-  The  prospect  of  pres- 
ent advantage  was  nothing  when  compared  to 
that  which  might  be  anticipated  hereafter.  The 
Black  Sea  had  been,  at  more  than  one  era,  the 
heart  of  an  active  and  luorative  industry. 
I^ior  to  the  cstabUabnieiit  of  the  Ottoman 
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empire,  its  waves  had  been  plonghed  bj  the 
keels  of  all  oommercial  nations.  Its  shores  had 
been  stndded  with  populoos  and  prosperous 
cities,  and  with  prodactive  settlements.  Under 
the  power  of  Rns»an  despotism,  which  is  oper- 
ating as  the  genius  of  ci^lzation  in  that  por- 
ti<Hi  of  Uie  globe,  it  is  again  becoming  the 
omtn  of  attraction  to  comrnermal  enterprise. 
The  RoBsian  dominions,  from  the  months  of 
the  Dannbe  to  the  ports  <^  St,  Ifidit^as,  eonth 
of  the  Phasis  or  Rione,  are  advancing  in  popa- 
lirtion  and  wealth  with  a  rapidit;^  nnezsmuea  in 
the  history  of  the  old  world,  and  rivalled  only 
by  the  ahnost  incredible  progress  of  oar  own 
oonntry.  Sanguine  tempers  might  be  deceived 
in  their  estimate  of  the  benefits  to  the  country 
to  be  derived  now  or  hereafter  from  this  snc- 
cessfbl  effort  at  negotiation.  Mr.  f ,  believed 
the  oonntry  wonld  applaud  those  who  had 
made  it,  should  the  hopes  of  profit  be  disap- 
pointed, realized,  or  exceeded. 

Hr.  SiuTH,  of  Md.,  stud  he  rose  because  he 
did  not  perceive  that  any  other  Senator  was 
disposed  to  spMk  on  the  subject,  and  beoauae 
he  thought  it  nis  duty,  as  ohafnnan,  to  sustain 
the  unendment  proposed  to  the  appropHatioa 
bill  by  the  Oommittee  of  Finance.  What  is 
that  amendment !  said  Mr.  S.  Simply  an  appro- 
priation to  pay  cert^  persons  employed  by  the 
late  President  to  negotiate  with  the  Ottoman 
Porte,  in  which  they  had  been  nearly  success- 
ful ;  and  to  pay  certain  other  persons  appointed 
by  the  present  President,  who  had  completely 
sDCceeded  in  making  an  excellent  treaty  with 
the  Porte.  Both  commissions  had  similar 
powers  and  similar  instmotions.  The  treaty 
nas  been  confirmed  by  the  Senate ;  has  been 
highly  dpproved ;  and  the  qaestion  is,  will  you 
pay  for  the  labor  actually  performed  I  An 
amendment  has  been  offered  by  a  Senator,  (Mr. 
Kanb,)  to  apply  a  snm  folly  adedaate  to  the 
d^eet  in  ud  of  the  contingent  fund,  to  enable 
the  Prerident  to  remunerate  the  parties  in  such 
manner  as  he  may  think  proper.  Either  mode 
will  be  equally  agreeable  to  me.  All  that  the 
committee  require  is,  that  the  persons  employed 
shall  be  paid ;  and  they  are  willing  to  adopt 
the  amendment  proposed,  as  they  find  that 
amendment  most  approved  of  by  the  Senate. 
It  is  proper,  however,  for  me  to  state,  that  the 
committee  had  had  before  tiiem  both  modes  of 
remuneration,  and,  after  oonMderation,  proposed 
bringing  the  snljjeot  before  the  Senate  in  a 
mbMantive  fonUf  so  that  all  who  rei^  might 
understand  the  otije(^  and  because  they  deemed 
it  to  be  more  consistent  for  Oongreas  to  derig- 
nate  what  they  meant  to  pay  to  each  person, 
than  to  leave  to  the  Executive  discretion  to 
allow  what  they  pleased.  The  Senator  from 
Georgia  has  shown  a  precedent  in  the  case  of 
iSr.  Rodney,  who,  it  was  determined  by  Con- 
gress, shoold  be  paid  from  the  contingent  fond, 
and  I  acquiesced. 

I  little  thought,  Mr.  President,  that  a  consti- 
tstional  question  wonld  or  could  have  been 
raised  i^on  a  questiw  to  pay  for  aervioes  ren- 


dered ;  it  has,  however,  and  we  must  meet  it 
as  best  we  can.  Early  in  my  political  life,  I 
asked  a  friend  whether  it  wks  true  that 
"  Rhode  I^and  was  without  a  written  consti- 
tution;"  he  answered  that  "it  was  true; "  that 
they  did  well  under  their  charter  from  Ofaarles ; 
and  he  added,  "  that  a  written  constitution  was 
like  s  nose  m  wax,  which  oonld  be  moulded 
into  a  flat  nose,  a  Roman,  a  Oredan,  or  pug 
nose,  and  in  like  manner  an  ingenious  man 
misht,  he  sud,  make  the  Oonstitation  of  the 
Umted  States  to  mean  sometiiing,  nothing,  any 
thing,  or  every  tJiing."  We  have  seen  that  it 
has  been  made  to  mean  every  thing,  by  the 
construction  put  on  the  words  "  general  wel- 
fare;" and  tiie  very  ingenious  Senator  from 
Virginia  shows  that  he  thinks  it  may  be  made 
to  mean  any  tiling.  He  contends,  first,  that 
the  President  has  not  power  to  send  a  Minister 
to  a  foreign  court  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate, where  no  Minister  had  prerkraslT  been 
sent;  tiiat  it  is  a  new  (dto  whieh  be  baa  not 
the  power  to  create  alone ;  and,  aeemdly,  that 
the  President  has  not  the  povra-  tosend  a  eom- 
mlsi^oner  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  as  a  secret 
agent  to  treat  with  a  foreign  nati<m,  without 
nominating  such  agent  to  the  Senate. 

Those  subjects  nave  been  ably,  and,  to  my 
mind,  satisfactorily  dlscnssed  by  tiie  S^ators 
from  Louisiana  and  Georgia ;  nor  would  I  enter 
on  those  subjects,  if  tiie  Senator  from  Yir^ia 
had  not,  in  a  manner  very  pleasing  to  me,  ob- 
served, that  I  had  been  consistent  in  my  opin- 
ion of  the  constitntion  on  the  first  point ;  evi- 
dentiy  conveying  the  idea,  by  his  mannw,  and 
by  what  be  said,  that  I  studied  more  the  expe- 
diency oi  a  measnre,  Uum  the  true  meaning  of 
the  words  of  the  oonrtttation.  It  therefore 
made  It  incumbent  on  me  to  state  my  under- 
standing of  the  points  submitted  by  that  Sen- 
ator. We  are  all  bound  by  our  oaths  "  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 
Each  will,  or  ought  to  be  governed  by  his  con- 
science, and  by  his  own  judgment.  I  meddle 
not  with  those  of  that  Senator,  or  any  other ; 
they  are  their  own.  I  bottom  the  opinion  I  shall 
give  on  the  powers  vested  in  the  President,  in 
part,  from  never  having  heard  tbe  first  doubted 
until  the  discusMon  on  tbe  Panama  misson; 
and  of  the  second^  nntil  this  time.  I  o(Hi«der 
both  those  powers  as  admitted.  They  may 
have  been  mooted.  I  will  not  a^y  they  have 
not  If  they  ever  had  been,  it  has  totidly  ea- 
•caped  my  recollection.  My  oonstmction  of  the 
constitution  is,  "  That  Ministers  to  for^gn  na^ 
tions,  is  an  office  created  by  the  oonstitntionf 
and  not  by  law."  The  article  says,  that  the 
President  sh^  have  power  to  apprant  ambas- 
sadors, and  other  public  Ifinisters,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate."  AgMn, 
he  shall  have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that 
may  happen  during  the  recess  of  tbe  Senate.  I 
contend  that  the  office  of  Minister  is  an  orig^n^ 
vacancy,  and  that  it  can  be  filled  in  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  to  any  place  that,  in  the  mind  of 
the  President,  a  IGiiister  mi^  be  raquredf  bj 
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fhe  exigenoj  of  the  case.  If  the  8etiat«  think 
that  sach  an  ezigenoj  does  Dot  exist,  they  can 
r^eot  the  nomination,  which  most  be  sent  to  it 
on  the  first  Bcssion  thereafter,  and  this  is  the 
power  of  the  Senate ;  more  than  that  .they  hare 
not,  and,  in  mj  opinion,  that  power  is  amply 
snffieient  for  the  correction  of  any  probable  evil 
that  might  arise  from  anch  a  power.  I  wiU 
state  a  case.  We  have  never  had  a  Minister  to 
Aostria.  The  President  might,  in  my  opinion, 
aend,  ia  the  recees,  a  Minister  to  that  oonrt. 
He  haa,  I  think,  the  power  under  the  ooosdtQ- 
tion,  and  we  have  the  power  to  r^Ject^  Am  I 
alone  in  this  opinion  f  No,  sir,  my  learned 
ftiend  from  Lonlsiaiia  holds  the  same.  We 
were  both  &llow<laborers  on  the  democratic 
aide  a  long  time  past,  and  both  a^ee  tbet  it 
bad  been  a  received  opinion.  Have  I,  Mr. 
Freeident,  no  other  authority  i  Yes,  sir,  tiiat 
of  the  great  apostia  of  the  democratic  party, 
Mr.  Jefferson.  He  gave  a  practical  illustration 
of  his  opinion ;  and,  with  all  proper  deference 
to  the  Senators  of  Virginia,  I  most  think  tiiat 
he  was  as  able  an  expounder  of.  tiieoonstitction 
as  those  gentiemen.  Mr.  Ifadiaon  was  then 
the  SeeretaryofStat^  and  mtiflt  have  ooncnrred 
in  ihe  act,  wfaioh  he  did.  We  have  all  been  in 
tSm  haMt  of  believing  that  he  was  an  e^rannder 
of  the  constitation,  in  whom  we  misht  safiely 
trnst;  and  yet  the  Senator  (Mr.  Tazbwbll) 
has  implicated  Ur.  Jefferson  in  his  cliarge  of  a 
violation  of  the  constitation,  by  his  appoint- 
ment, in  a  reowB,  of  Mr.  Short  to  Russia,  where 
no  Minister  from  the  United  States  had  been 
before.  He  did  appoint  Mr.  Short  to  Bossia. 
This  amply  proves  that  his  opinion  was,  "  that 
he  had  the  power."  Ay ;  bat,  says  the  Sen- 
ator, "the  Senate  rejected  the  nomination,  on 
the  ground  that  the  President  had  not  the 

river."  Admit  it  Does  that  eontradiet  what 
have  said t  No,  sir;  Mr.  Jeffivaon  beUeved 
as  I  do,  that  he  bad  the  power,  and  be  acted 
on  it,  which  is  the  best  posdble  proof,  But 
did  the  Senate  r^ect  it,  on  tiie  ground  ot  its 
being  a  usorpation  of  power }  Certainly  not 
I  was  then  a  Senator,  and  know  that  the  r^eo- 
tion  of  Mr.  Short  was  for  causes  and  reasons 
entirely  different  The  question  of  power  may 
hare  been  incidentally  mooted  by  some  of  our 
speakers.  I  will  not  trust  to  my  memory  to 
say  that  it  was  not.  But  this  I  can  say,  tiiat, 
if  animadverted  on  by  any  Senator,  it  has  to- 
tally escaped  my  recollection.  I  think  it 
would  have  made  such  an  ImpressifHi  on  mjc 
mind,  that  I  should  not  have  forsottaa  it.  I 
repeal  that  it  was  not  on  the  qnestuMiL  oC  power 
that  Mr.  Short  bad  been  rejected.  The  first 
time  I  heard  that  the  power  was  doubted,  was 
on  the  Panama  question,  when  Mr.  Gore^s  reso- 
.faitions  were  read.  Those  resolutions  were 
presented  on  the  nomination  of  the  commis- 
sioners sent  in  tiie  recess,  by  itx.  Madison,  to 
make  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain.  I 
was  not  then  a  Senator.  Party  spirit  ran  high 
at  that  time ;  and  we  all  know  those  reso- 
lutions were  oalonlated  fbr  party  pwposei^ 


merely  deetkmeering.  What  was  their  fbtef 
Scouted  by  every  ^mooratio  Senator  as  un- 
tenable, and  by  some  of  the  federal  Senator*, 
I  can  name  three.  The  two  members  from 
Rhode  Island,  and  one  from  Delaware.  And 
this  is  the  only  document  that  the  Senator  has 
produced  to  sustain .  bis  charge  against  Mr.  Jef- 
fMson,  for  a  violation  of  tJie  constitution — a 
simple  resolution  presented— not  acted  on-~and 
not  Bostsined  by  the  Senate.  It  died,  I  believe^ 
a  natural  death.  Against  those,  resolntiouk 
and  the  opinion  of  the  Senator,  I  am  Bupwffted 
by  the  opinion  of  Je&raon,  Madison,  my  wam- 
ed  Mend  from.  Loidsiatta,  and  by  the  ocmdMt 
of  other  Adminirtr^aona,  and  the  decouon  ftf 
tiie  Smate  on  the  Panama  question.  Let  the 
people  and  my  constituents  judge  wliich  of  us 
have  produced  the  best  authorities.  But,  on 
all  oonstitational  qnestiona,  I  am  the  sole  judge 
for  myself,  I  rest  on  my  oat^,  and  as  my  poor 
judgment  directs. 

The  Senator  has  said,  and  truly  said,  that 
the  constitution  gives  the  same  power  to  the 
President  in  the  case  of  the  appointment  ^ 
jadges,  as  it  does  in  that  of  Ministers  to  foreiim 
nations.  I  agree  that  the  power  is  ezaoUy 
similar  in  every  respect.  He  tiien  aaks  trinmphr 
anUy,  "  will  any  man  say  that  the  FxwAdaat 
could  appoint  in  the  recess  as  many  judges  as 
he  might  think  pro^v  1 "  I  answer,  yea— if  he 
had  not  been  restramed  by  law.  I  will  state  a 
case.  Suppose  the  Senate  had  risen  without 
confirming  the  nominations  of  the  first  judges 
made  by  General  Washington ;  there  would 
have  been  presented  the  anomaly  of  laws,  withr 
out  judges  to  expound  and  administer  tiiem. 
The  President  is  bound  by  the  constitution  to 
attend  to  the  execution  of  the  laws.  Without 
judges  that  duty  could  not  have  been  perform- 
ed. The  constitution  created  the  offioe  of  judge, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  have  been  uie 
du^  o£  Preddent  Wadiington  to  ^>point Judges 
in  the  recess,  to  be  ntmunated  to  the  Senate, 
at  their  next  session,  for  their  ^)prol)ation  or 
r^ection.  Offices  recognized  by  the  constitu- 
tion or  the  laws  must  be  filled  by  the  i^point- 
ment  of  the  Presidwt  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  when  the  public  good  requires  it ;  and 
the  corrective  of  his  exercise  of  this  power  lies 
in  the  Senate's  power  of  rt^ectiog.  "But," 
said  the  ssme  Senator,  "  we  have  now  seven 
judges ;  can  the  Frendent  appoiut  an  eighth  in 
the  recess  of  the  Senate  ? "  I  answer,  no :  be- 
cause the  law  has  established  the  number, 
which  he  cannot  exceed,  and  that  number  ia 
seven.  He  eonld  not  i^potnt  an  eighth  either 
in  tiie  reoess  or  duing  the  sessiMi  of  the  Sen- 
ate, until  the  law  is  altered,  and  an  increase  ct 
the  number  authorized. 

The  Senator  (Mr.  Tazawxix)  has  raiphati- 
oally  told  us,  not  on  his  twinion,  but  pomtively, 
peremptorily,  that  "  the  ^vsident  had  commit- 
ted a  palpable  violation  of  the  constitution  in 
sending  oommisuoners  in  the  recess  to  make  a 
treaty  with  the  Pwte,  without  nominating 
tiiem  to  the  Senate^  in  dentation  (tf  theri^its 
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of  tiuB  body."  This,  Mr.  Premdent,  ia  a  grave 
obarge  against  that  high  officer.  What  is  the 
nwaiiing  of  the  word  "  palpable  f"  Johnson 
atTB  that  one  of  its  meanings  is  "  plain,  easily 
perc^tible."  That  ia  to  my,  bo  plain  and  easy 
to  be  nnderetood,  that  he  who  reads  most  nu- 
derstaud.  Is  it  t^en  so  plun  ?  It  ^>pear8  that 
the  gentlemen  ftom  Kev  Uampekin,  Loois- 
iana,  North  Oarolina,  and  Getngia,  do  not  find 
it  so  ^lain ;  ther  'oannot,  they  have  said,  see 
any  Tit^tttum  whatever,  nor  can  I;  nor  has 
any  of  all  onr  Freridents  been  able  to  see  it 
Vor,  «r,  in  all  b«t  one  of  the  Administratjcms 
same  act  has  been  done.  All  the  Presi- 
dents have,  then,  been  violators  of  the  oonsti- 
tation ;  the  Senate  also,  for  every  Senate  has 
sanctioned  the  violation.  And  now,  for  the 
first  time,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  it  is  a  vio- 
lation ;  and  it  is  to  be  chained  home  on  An- 
drew Jackstxi,  as  the  <»ily  one  who  has  com- 
mitted t^e  saorilege.  Is  this  firir,  is  it  pKwert 
Vlien  the  Senatw  must  hare  known  tlutt  Gen. 
JFaokson  had  pnraned  and  acted  npon  ^e  coarse 
of  all  his  predecessors  from  Waabington  down, 
as  wen  as  on  his  own  opinion.  The  President 
ia  the  only  responsible  officer.  It  will  not  do 
to  go  behind  him  to  attack  the  Secretary  of 
State,  (for  I  think  it  probable  that  he  alone  was 
consulted,  and  he  alone  was  the  adviser.)  It 
will  not  do  for  the  Senator  to  say  that  he,  the 
President,  knew  little  of  l^e  anbject,  and  acted 
becanse  be  was  wnorant,  and  toerefore  onght 
to  be  ezoQsed.  iNo,  sir ;  if  he  haa  d4»ie  wrong, 
if  he  has  palpably  violated  the  sacred  instm- 
ment  that  he  has  sworn  to  sopport,  ignorance 
be  no  plea ;  and  t^is  nonie  fior  him  is  a 
man  violwit  insolt  than  any  that  conld  be 
offered ;  at  least  so  I  understand  it  But,  Mr. 
Prerident,  has  there  been  any  violation  of  the 
constitution?  The  Senators  who  have  pre- 
ceded me,  think  not,  and  I  concur  with  them 
in  opinion.  Has  fmy  President  ever  anhmitted 
to  the  8«iate  the  nomination  of  commission- 
ers soch  as  those  under  consideration  f  Never ; 
I  challenge  those  Senators  to  show  one  solitary 
instance.  I  do  not  confine  my  question  to  Ma- 
hometan but  to  Ohristian  powers,  which  if  they 
cannot,  (and  I  know  they  cannot,)  then  how 
can  the  Senator  (Ur.  Tazbwkll)  charge  the 
^vsldent,  General  Jackson,  with  having  com- 
mitted "a  flagrant  usurpation  of  power,  in  fla- 
grant denwatum  of  the  powers  of  the  Senate  ?  " 
How  can  the  Senator  from  Virginia  urge  "  that 
be  may  like  the  treason,  therefore  voted  for 
the  treaty,  but  detests  the  traitor." 

Mr.  Prerident,  riang  so  late  in  the  debate,  I 
have  fnond  all  that  I  meant  to  say  taken  from 
me  by  the  Senators  from  Loniaiana  and  Geor- 
gia, and  more  ably  certainly  than  I  would  have 
conveyed  them.  I  may,  however,  be  pardoned 
fbr  following  them,  and  perhaps  repeating  after 
them.  It  cannot  be  too  often  urged  that  Gen- 
ual Jackson  has  poraued  the  prewdent  set  him 
by  all,  or  almcBt  every  one  of  his  predecessors. 
The  Senator  firam  Loaiuana  has  read  to  you  a 
variety  of  initanoeaof  cMmninioMrs  wlu>  had 


been  sent  by  different  Freadents,  treaties  made 
by  them,  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate  without 
any  nomination,  and  not  a  word  lisped  of  its 
being  unoonstdtntional :  the.  Senate  thus  con- 
firming the  oonstitutionaJitj  of  the  power  that 
had  been  exercised.  The  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia has  produced  others.  One'  by  General 
Washington  In  1796.  In  that,  the  power  under 
the  great  seal  and  the  sign  manual  of  the 
"Father  of  his  Country,"  was  ^ven  to  Mr. 
Humphreys,  then  a  consul  or  Minister  resident 
(I  know  not  which)  at  Lisbon,  to  make  a  treaty 
with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco.  Mr.  Hum- 
phreys transferred  his  power  to  Mr.  Simpson, 
who  made  a  treaty  which  became  the  law  of 
the  land.  Was  either  Mr.  Simpson  or  Mr. 
Humphreys  ever  nominated  to  the  Senate? 
Never.  Not  a  whimper  (rf  unconstitutionality. 
The  Senate  slept  at  thMr  post,  and  now  General 
Washington  is  found  by  the  Senator  firom  Vir- 
^a  to  be  a  palpaUe  violator  of  the  cimstita- 
tion,  AgM%  Messrs.  Bodn^,  Bland,  and  Gra- 
ham were  sent  as  commissioners  to  the  South 
American  States — Ghristian  States.  Were  they 
ever  nominated  to  the  Senate  1  Ko,  sir.  The 
late  President  gave  a  commission  to  Mr.  Offley 
and  Commodore  Crane,  to  treat  with,  the 
Forte.  .  Were  they  ever  nominated  to  the  Sen- 
ate ?  No,  sir.  So  that  Mr.  Adams  was  also  a 
violator;  Mr.  Jefierson.  Mr.  Madison  did  the 
same.  Mr.  Monroe  followed  after,  and  acted 
in  like  manner.  .  Where  were  the  Advisers  of 
t^oae  goitlemen.  Where  the  advisers  of  Mr. 
Monroe  I  Em:  it  la  well  known  that  he  acted 
on  foil  advisement  of  hU  cabinet  Where,  I 
adc,  were  they  all,  that  they  did  not  jirevent 
him  from  committing  this  presumed  violence 
of  the  constitution  ?  Were  they  all  aale^  at 
their  posts  ?  We  moat  conclude  that  none  of 
them  considered  it  a  violation  of  power. 

The  Senatw  from  Virginia  sud  that  it  would 
be  a  thing  unheard  o^  unknown  to  the  history 
of  thft  world,  *'  that  a  power  at  war  should 
send  a  Minister  to  the  power  with  which  it  was 
at  war."  Why,  Mr.  President,  the  Senator's' 
reading  and  mine  must  have  been  very  differ- 
ent Mine  says,  that  there  is  no  event  more 
common.  I  am  now  reading  Sismondi's  Italian 
Bepublios.  The  small  States  of  Italv  were  in 
almost  perpetual  war  with  each  other;  and 
nothii^  more  oommcm  than  the  sen^ng  Mini»' 
ters  from  one  dty  to  the  other  to  treat  whilst 
war  raged  between  tiiem.  But  rir,  I  will  read 
some  reemt  cases,  some  in  wnioh  we  had  an 
interest: 

"FreUminary  articles  of  the  treaty  of  peace  be- 
tween France  and  Great  Britain,  sigaea  at  Ter- 
BBilles,  20th  January,  1788. 

"  The  moat  Christian  King  and  the  King  of  Great 
Britdn,  wisUng  to  pat  an  end  to  the  calamitiea  of 
war,  nominated  to  that  effect,  on  the  part  of  the 
former,  the  Count  of  Tergeaaes,  and,  of  the  latter, 
Alioyn  Fitxherbert,  Esq.,  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
his  Bud  Mi^esty  the  King  of  Great  Britun,  who, 
having  eommmicated  thcfr  fuU  powers  in  the  form, 
I  have  agreed  npon  the  following  preliminaries: " 
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Bkcond. — ^Preliminary  articles  of  peace  ^gaed  at 
Londxm,  Ist  October,  1601,  between  Lord  Hawkea- 
buryand  Louis  William  Otto.  Tber  eommnnJcated 
tiieir  Ml  powers  in  due  form,  aod  tuen  agreed  upon 
theartidtfL 

In  1797,  Lord  UalmeBburr  iraa  sent  to  lisle,  a 
dty  of  the  French  republic,  as  ambassador  with 
foil  powers  to  conclude  a  peaoe. 

In  1806,  Lord  Lauderdale  was  sent  to  Fails  to 
n^tiate  a  treaty  of  peace. 

Permit  me  to  rabmit  another ;  a  very  Btnmg 
one.  Qneen  Anne  wanted  peace;  the  allies 
were  not  so  disposed,  and  she  sent  a  secret 
agent,  .Matthew  Prior,  I  believe  a  poet.  He 
was  not  snspected,  for  who  would  soppose  that 
a  poet  womd  be  sent  on  an  object  so  impor- 
tant (  He  condoded  the  peace.  It  was  then 
made  pnblio;  and  the  Qneen  withdrew  her 
troops  from  the  allied  army. 

The  late  period  of  the  session  warns  me  that 
I  ought  not  to  OGcnpy  any  more  of  yoor  time, 
and  I  oottclade  with  a  hope  that  the  discoamon 
mur  BOW  terminatflL 

B«fin«  I  At  down,  I  will  notice  an  obaamtr 
tion  made  by  Uie  Senator,  (Hr.  Tuiwxii..)  He 
ngnificanUy  sneered  at  the  emi^ymoit  of  c<m- 
Bius  and  captains  of  onr  ships  of  war  being 
clothed  with  plenipotentiary  powers  to  make 
treaties.  "  Oonsula  1  "  said  he,  "  What  I  are 
they  snperior  to  justices  of  the  peace  ?  Oap- 
tuhs  of  the  Kavy  with  their  oomnussions  in 
tiieir  pockets,'*  significantly.  And  yet,  sir, 
consnls  and  captains  have  been  so  employed  by 
tiie  b^  of  onr  Freaidenta.  Washington  em- 
poyed  Mr.  Oonsnl  Humphreys,  as  has  been 
shown,  Jefferson  employed  Mr.  Lear  and  Oap- 
tain  Freble  to  treat  with  Tripoli  Madison  em- 
ployed Omanl  Bhder  and  Captain  Deoatnr  to 
treat  with  A^era.  John  Qnmcy  Adams  oti- 
]doyed  Oaptun  Sodgera  to  sound  the  Turk, 
^t  he  might  know  hia  disposition  to  make  a 
treaty,  and  aotnally  appointed  Oonsnl  Offley 
and  Capt«to  Crane  to  make  a  treaty  with  the 
Forte ;  and  General  Jackson  has  employed  Oon- 
suls  Bhind  and  Offley,  and  Captain  Biddle,  to 
make  a  treaty.  They  have  done  so  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  Senator.  And  now,  for  the 
first  time,  is  fault  found  that  sncb  persons  have 
been  employed.  Why !  BecaoBe  General  Jack* 
son  has  so  acted,  sir.  We  all  understand  the 
oaose,  and  so  will  tJie  people.   I  have  done. 

TTia  Vote  and  Amendment. 
"For  the  ontflt  and  salary  of  tn  envoy  extraor- 
dinary and  minister  plenipotentiary ;  for  the  nlaries 
of  a  secretary  of  legation,  of  a  dragoman,  and  a 
student  of  languages,  at  CoostantiDOple,  and  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  legation,  seventy-four 
thouBaod  dollars :  that  is  to  say,  for  the  outfit  of  an 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  [^nipotentlary, 
nine  thousand  dollars ;  for  the  salary  of  the  same, 
nine  thousand  dollars ;  for  salary  of  a  secretary  of 
legation,  two  thousand  dollars ;  for  the  salary  of  a 
dragoman,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  for 
the  ealsry  of  a  tttudent  of  languages,  one  thou- 
sand fire  hundred  dollars ;  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  legation,  fifty  thousand  doUars. 
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["For  eompenaatim  to  the  eommlsrionera 

?loyed  in  negotlatlDg  a  trea^  with  the  SaUfaae 
orte: 

"To  Charles  RUnd,  an  outfit  of  four  thousand 
five  hundred  doUars,  dedooting  therefrom  whatever 
sum  may  hare  been  paid  to  him  for  his  personal  ex- 
penses. 

"  To  Charles  Bfamd,  David  OfBey,  and  James  Bid- 
die,  at  die  rate  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum  for  the  time  that  each  of  them  was 
engwed  in  the  sud  negotiation. 

"For  compensation  to  the  commissioaera  em- 
ployed on  a  fomer  oOQUioa  for  a  shnilar  poipoae : 

»To  William  M.  Crane  and  David  Offley,  at  the 
rate  of  four  thousand  five  huudnd  doUan  per  an- 
num for  the  time  that  each  of  them  was  engaged  in 
the  said  negotiation."] 

Mr.  Tazewell  had  moved  to  strike  ont  all 
the  foregoing  Inoluded  In  brackets. 

Mr.  KAKn  ameodmoit  was  ta  follows : 

Strike  ont  all  after  the  wnd  "  compensation,^ 
in  tibe  &st  line  of  Qi6  aeoond  paragr^>h  above 
quoted,  and  Insert' "  to  the  persons  heretofore 
employed  in  oar  interconrse  with  the  Sublime 
FortCj  the  further  snm  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars, in  addition  to  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
thooaand  dollars  appropriated  for  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  foreign  intercourse." 

This  motion  of  Mr.  Eanb  to  strike  out  and 
insert  having  precedence  of  Mr.  Taxewbll's 
motion,  the  question  was  taken  thereon,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Hessrs.  Barnard,  Benton,  Brown,  IMcker- 
Bon,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hen- 
dricks, Iredell,  Kane,  Kmg,  HcKinley,  Poindexter, 
RobUns,  Bolidnaon,  Banford,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Troop,  WoocUtury — SS. 

Navs.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Bibb,  Burnet,  Cham- 
bers.  Chase,  Foot,  Frelingbuf  sen,  Johnston,  Knlght| 
livingston,  HaAs,  Naudam,  Kuggtes,  Seymour, 
^ilsbee,  Spr^us,  Taiewell,  Tyler,  WUIey,  Web* 
ster.— 21 

The  question  was  Uwn  tabn  <hi  the  follow- 
ing proviso,  moved  by  Mr.  True,  to  be  added 
to  Mr.  Sasb'6  antendment,  viz : 

"  Provided,  oZtP^ys,  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  as  sanctioning,  or  in  any 
way  approving,  the  appointment  of  these  persons 
by  the  President  alone,  daring  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  and  without  their  ad'rice  and  consent,  as 
commistionets  to  nqpitiMe  a  trea^  with  tite  Otto- 
man Porte." 

The  proviso  was  agreed  to  b7  tiie  fi^wing 

vote: 

Tbas.— Kessra.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Bnmet, 
Chambers,  EUia,  Foot,  Frelint^uysen,  Hayne,  Hen- 
dricks, Iredell,  Johnston,  King,  Knight,  Marks, 
Naudaln,  Poindexter^  Buggies,  Seymour,  ^bee, 
Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Webster,  Willey— 2S. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chase, 
Dickeraon,  Dudley,  Fwsyth,  Grundy,  Kane,  Idving. 
ston,  McSUnley,  Robbins,  Bobinson,  Banford,  Smitli 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  South  Carolua,  Thnip,  Wood- 
buij^lS. 

lb:.  Tabwux  then  withdrew  lua  motioa  to 


TMuk  Chmmiimm  Jk»w  t^Utt  Ptniint  to  Oyinato  JfiwMU; 
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8tiriA»  OQt,  and  the  tmited  amendments  of 
llesan,  Easx  and  Ttlbb  eonseqaentlj  became 
A  aabBtitute  for  that  part  of  the  ameadmeot  re- 
|KHied  by  the  Committee  <tf  Elnuioe,  proTiding 
for  the  compensaMoQ  of  the  commiBsioners  ap- 
pointed to  conolade  the  treaty. 

Ur.  Wkbbtbb  then  sabmitted  the  following 
amendment : 

Strike  oat  all  that  relates  to  the  oatfit  imd 
salary  of  a  UiniBtw  plenipotentiary,  &0.,  and 
inaeit — 

For  the  oatfit  and  saUrj  of  a  charge  d'afikircfl ; 
for  the  MUry  of  a  dragoman,  and  a  student  of  Un- 
goages,  at  Coustan^nople,  and  for  the  contingent 
espenaea  <tf  (he  legation,  thirty-eight  thousand  dol- 
lars :  that  ia  to  aay,  for  the  oatfit  of  a  ebani  d'af- 
fidrcfl,  fonr  thonsand  five  hundred  doUars ;  for  the 
aaUry  of  the  same,  fonr  thousand  five  hnndred  dol- 
lars ;  for  the  salary  of  a  dragoman,  two  thousand 
five  hundred  dolUrs;  for  the  salary  of  a  atadent  of 
languages,  one  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars ;  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  legation,  twenty-five 
thousand  ^tUacs." 

Mr.  Wbbbteb  said  that  this  sabject  had  been 
presented  to  the  Senate  in  a  double  aspect  by 
the  Prerident  of  the  United  States — the  choice 
appeared  to  be  left  to  that  body  whether  they 
would  send  a  Minister  *plenipoteDtiu7  or  a 
obarg6  d*a£EUreB  to  tiie  court  of  Oonstantino- 
ple ;  and  the  Committee  of  Finance  had  snb- 
mitted  an  appropriation  for  the  salary  and  oatfit 
of  the  former.  One  of  the  letters  read  to  the 
Senate,  that  from  Mr.  Ofi3ey,  who  certainly  ap- 
peared to  have  had  some  experienoe  on  t^s 
calfject,  so^ested  the  propriety  of  sending  a 
ohargd  d'affaires,  and  in  this  opinion  he. (Mr. 
W.)  most  heartily  concurred.  Mr.  "VT.  epoke 
at  some  length  in  favor  of  his  motion ;  eaia  he 
conid  see  no  very  great  necessity  for  the  mis- 
uon — that  he  thought  oar  relations  with  Tur- 
key wonld  continue  pretty  much  in  the  same 
Btate  as  before — and  that,  for  some  time  to 
oome,  oar  consul  at  Smyrna  woald  be  the  most^ 
important  agent  of  the  United  StiOea  in  that 
qnarter  of  the  world.  He  nwke  of  the  large 
salaries  of  the  Ministers  of  foreign  powers  at 
the  court  of  Constantinople ;  the  great  show 
and  parade  they  made  there,  wholly  for  effect, 
and  said  that,  if  our  Ministers  complained  of 
the  incompetence  of  their  salaries  at  the  ooarts 
of  the  civilized  powers  of  Europe,  there  cer- 
tainly wonld  be  more  cause  of  complaint  at 
Constantinople.  He  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  mission  was  to  be  continued; 
whether  a  similar  call  for  salaries,  &c.,  would 
be  made  next  year ;  spoko  of  the  large  amount 
ap^ro^iaied  for  oontinoentnes ;  aiul  asked  if  it 
was  supposed  that  a  SGnister  ooold  snpport 
himself  at  a  aalary  of  $9,000  per  annam.  If  a 
representative  mast  be  sent,  he  tfaooght  a 
efaargS  d'a&ires  wonld  be  competent  to  per- 
form all  the  necessary  duties ;  though,  even  if 
his  amendment  prevt^ed,  his  opinion  was,  that 
another  mission  in  Enrope  shoiud  not  be  estab- 
IL^ed.   Be  was  not  in  &vor  of  an  increase  of 
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missions — he  would  rather  redace  some  of  those 
now  existing. 

Mr.  Ema  said  that  the  sal^ect  bad  been  snb- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  Finance  withoat 
any  recommendation  from  the  Executive ;  and, 
after  oonsoltaticm,  that  committee  had  come  to 
tlLe  conclnuon  that  it  would  be  best  to  snbmit 
an  appropriation  for  the  salary  of  a  Minister 
plenipotentiary.  The  salary  wonld  conmiaDd 
the  services  of  an  individoal  who  would  be 
qualified  to  sustain  the  character  and  standing 
of  the  country,  and  enable  bim  the  better  to 
keep  ap  a  soit^le  establi^meat.  He  was  un- 
der the  impresmon  tiut  it  wonld  not  be  neoea- 
sary  to  keep  a  Minister  at  Constantinople  for 
any  great  length  ttf  time.  The  oontingenoiea 
of  the  mission  would  not  be  greater  than  at 
the  court  of  any  other  power,  except  in  the 
first  instance;  and  this  to  comply  with  the 
usual  custom  there  to  make  presents  on  the  rat- 
ification of  a  treaty. 

Mr.  WooDBTiBT  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment submitted  by  Mr.  Webstbb. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  also  preferred  the  amendment ; 
though  he  saw  no  necessity,  he  said,  for  politi- 
cal relations  between  this  country  and  Tur- 
key. 

Ur.  SuTB  reoapitolated  the  views  of  the 
Committee  of  Finance  in  providing  for  a  Min- 
ister plenipotentiary,  and  said  the  Government 
did  not  intend  keeping  him  there  more  than 
one  year.  The  object  was  to  send  a  Minister  of 
the  highest  gcade,  in  the  first  instance^  whose 
duty  it  would  be  to  exchange  the  ratihcations 
of  the  treaty,  md  afterwards  a  charg6  d'affaires 
would  be  amply  sufficient,  A  Minister  pleni- 
potentiary, he  remarked,  had  access  to  the  Sul- 
tan ;  a  cbarg6  oonld  not  apinvaoh  beyond  the 
Qrand  Vizier. 

The  qnestion  was  put  on  the  amendment  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Wzbsteb,  and  determined  in  the 
affirmative  as  follows : 

TxAS. — ^Uessrs.  Barnard,  B&rton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Brown,  Burnet,  Chambers,  Chose,  Clayton,  Dicker- 
son,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelinghuysen,  Gruudy,  Hayne, 
Hendricks,  Holmes,  Iredell,  Johnston,  Kane,  Knight, 
UcKinley,  Marks,  Naadaio,  Poindezter,  Bohuas, 
Robinson,  R aggies,  Seymoor,  Silsbee,  Spragiie, 
TazeweU,  Troop,  Tyler,  Webster,  Willey,  Wood- 
bury— 87. 

Nats.— Uessrs.  Bibb,  Dudley,  EUis,  Khig,  Uvix^f- 
ston,  Sanford,  Smith  of  Maryland— T. 


Satubdat,  February  26. 

Laying  I}utie$,  and  Seffulating  Commerce,  fte# 
J)i$tinei  and  IneonvertibU  Povi&r§. 

The  resolnUon  yesterday  offered  by  "Mr.  Bbit- 
TON  relative  to  the  foreign  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  was  taken  np  for  consideration ; 
when  Mr.  B.  remarked  that  he  had  not  submit- 
ted the  resolution  with  a  view  to  its  being  acted 
ou  at  the  present  session,  bat  that  it  might  re- 
oave  the  early  oonaiderati<ai  of  the  Semite  at 
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the  next  stated  sesst(Hi  of  CoDgreee.  On  hU 
motioD,  it  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be_printed. 

The  bill  from,  the  House  of  EopreseBtatives 
making  appropiiationB  for  carrying  on  certain 
ToadB  ana  works  of  internal  improTement,  and 
proTidiag  tor  surreys,  was  twioe  road,  «nd 
feired. 

National  Rood  in  Ohio. 

Hie  bill  granting  the  assent  of  Oongress  to 
an  act  of  de  General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  for 
erecting  toU  gates,  &o.,  and  otherwise  provid- 
ing for  the  preservation  and  repMr  of  the 
Umted  States  road  within  the  limits  of  that 
State,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  by  a 
vote  of  twenty-nine  to  seven,  as  follows : 

Tus.— Hessra.  Baniard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Burnet,  Chambers,  CIum,  Clayton,  Dudley.  Foot, 
Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Holines,  Kane,  Koleht, 
HcKtnley,  Harks,  Nmudain,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Bug- 
les, Sanford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Bmhh  of  Maryland, 
Webster,  WiUey,  Woodbury— 29. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Brown,  EUis,  Eayne,  Iredelf, 
Foindexter,  Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Troup— f. 

CfmercU  Appropriation  Billr—Ex^fmsei  <if  th« 
Gotemment — Inereoit. 

Tfie  Senate  ag^  resumed,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Uie  bill  making  aj^roprlations 
for  the  support  of  the  Government  for  the  year 
1881— the  question  bdng  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  as 
yesterday  omend^. 

ICr.  Foot  rose  to  make  a  few  general  remarks 
on  the  increa^ng  expenditures  of  the  Goverp- 
ment. 

Mr.  F.  said,  we  are  indeed  fallen  on  evil 
times.  The  application  of  the  "  searching  oper- 
ation," mentioned  by  General  Jackson  in  his 
inaugural  address,  has  become  indispensable  to 
save  the  Treasury  from  bankruptcy.  The  siren 
song  of  retrenchment,  economy,  and  reform, 
hits  lost  its  fascinatiDg  charms.  Broad  and  b<w 
assertions  will  no  longer  be  received  as  proof  of 
eomiomy,  while  tiie  pnblio  documents  prove 
them  to  be  Also ;  the  people  will  no  longer  be 
deorived  by  these  hackneyed  terms,  nor  can 
die  present  Administration  be  screened  from 
censure  by  charing  their  predecessors  with 
"  wasteful  extravagance,"  when  the  documents 
IVimish  convincing  proof  that  the  present  is  the 
most  extravagant  Administration  that  has  ever 
wielded  the  destinies  of  the  natioa  He  called 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  documents 
in  proof  of  his  assertion,  and  presented  a  state- 
ment t^en  from  the  printed  reports  from  the 
departments,  from  which  he  gave  the  compara- 
tive expenditures  between  the  two  last  years 
<^2Ir.  Adams's  Administration,  andthe  two  first 
of  Qeneral  Jackson's. 


In  tiie  year  1829, 
"  18S0, 


14.844,090  66 


Total  In  the  two  first  years  of 
General  Jackson^s  economical 

Admhiistration,       -      -  $26,610,616  84 

Making  sn  excess  «t  expendltore 
in  two  years,  abore  the  expense 
in  Mr.  Adams's  AdndidBtratlon, 

of          .      ,      .      -  $2,M8,MS  80 

And  of  this  excess,  neariy  half  in 

the  civil  Hat—  • 

Gvail8t,18«,    -      -      -  |1,«8.8W  04 

«       1828,    ••      •      -  1,787,887  88 


Appro^iatioas  hi  1B27, 
«*       «  1828, 

MaUng 


$11,316,568  95 
12,326,482  59 


928,642,061  64 


Making     -  - 

Gvn  list,  1829,     12,887,802  68 
"       1880,       2,862,461  81 


18,466,724  89 


$4,789,764  84 


Making  an  excess  in  the  dvll  Bst 
alone  during  the  two  first  years 
of  Genwal  Jackson's  Adminis- 
tration, -      •      -       $1,288,089  9g 

The  amount  of  appropriations 

contained  in  tbe  hiU  for  tbe 

support  of  Oovemment  for 

1881,  now  under  consideration, 

as  passed  by  the  House  of  Bep- 

resentatives,  -      -       $2,060,779  64 

Proposed  amendments  by  the 

Committee  of  Finance  of  the 

Senate,  -  121,000  00 


Maldi%  In  the  vhols, 


$2,171,779  «4 


This  extraordinary  increase  <^  expenditure 
speaks  a  laugnoge  not  to  be  misunderstood.  Tf 
any  Sraiator  doubts  the  fact,  let  him  examine 
the  printed  documents,  and  he  will  find  the 
statement  oorrect — tbe  statement  before  hira 
twas  taken  from  those  docnments. 

Do  yon  ask,  how  can  these  things  be?  It  is 
easily  accounted  for  by  the  increased  expenses 
in  every  department  —  by  establishing  new 
bureaus — ^by  creating  new  offices — by  increas- 
ing salaries  and  contingent  expenses — by  in- 
creasing the  number  of  olM'ks---and  by  every 
other  possible  means  for  rewarding  politicu 

E artisans,  fifty-two  additional  pages  in  the 
ilue  Book,  of  names  of  officers,  will  givetfome 
evidence  of  an  increase  in  the  number — the  re- 
calling of  four  Ministers,  and  some  charges 
d'affaires,  vrill  account  for  about  $60,000  in- 
creased expense  during  the  first  year  of  this 
economical  Administration — the  office  of  Solici- 
tor of  the  Treasury,  created  at  the  last  session 
to  perform  a  part  of  the  duties  of  the  Fifth 
Auditor,  as  agent  for  the  Treasury,  has  called 
for  an  extra  aprat^riation  of  near  $10,000. 

Sir,  said  Hr.  F^  we  need  the  aid  and  fUthftal 
servloes  of  another  "ra£eal  oonunittee,"  as 
the  Select  Committee  of  18S0  has  been  called 
by  the  Ohairman  of  tbe  Cknnmlttee  of  Finance 
which  he  himsdf  has  acknowledged  saved  three 
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ndllions  of  dollars  to  the  Treasnry,  to  arrest  the 
prwresfl  of  the  Oovemment  in  ua  downward 
road  to  bankruptcy  and  roin. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

YariooB  other  amendments  were  made,  and 
the  bill  having  been  got  through  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  the  bill  a^d  amendments  were 
reported  to  the  Senate;  and 

The  amendment  adopted  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Vnana  coming  np,  Mr.  Smr^  of  Hary- 
IhbA,  moved  to  sfarflre  oat  from  the  salary  of  a 
draginnan,  $500 ;  whleh  was  negaidved. 

Mr.  HATn  moved  to  sfltike  out  the  prorUon 
for  a  student  of  langnages ;  which  was  deter- 
mined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  29,  nays  18. 

The  oneslion  was  then  pat  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Wbbstbb,  as  amended,  and  determined 
in  the  aflbmative,  as  fdlows : 


TusL— Hessrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Brown,  Barnet,  Ghainbeis,  Chue,  Clayton,  Dudley, 
EUiSt  Fonyth,  Freltnghuysen,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hen- 
drickfl.  Holmes,  IredeO,  Johnston,  Kane,  King, 
Knigbt,  liviDgston,  Mails,  Naodaia,  Pt^dexter, 
Bobbins,  Robiown,  Sasford,  Beymonr,  Silabee, 
Smidt  of  HaryUnd,  &iiith  of  South  Carolina, 
Spragne,  Tasewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  Webster,  Wood- 

Nati,— ICann,  Bibb,  Foot,  ICoEInUy,  Bugghe 

Mr.  Bdb  moved  to  strike  oat  the  proviso, 
yestuday  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Hr.  Ttlxb  ; 
bnt  gave  way  for 

Mr.  KmOy  who  moved  to  slrike  oat  all  after 
the  wwd  "  Provided,"  and  insert  a  proviso 
more  general  in  its  natare.  referring  not  only  to 
the  present  and  past  Adnunistration,  bat  to  all 
former  Administrations. 

After  some  conversation  between  Uessrs. 
WooDBUBT,  Wbb8tk%  and  Houcbb, 

Mr.  Wbbstkk  called  for  a  division  of  the  qnes- 
tion,  so  as  first  to  determine  on  striking  oat 

Tim  qnestifHi  waa  negatived— yeas  19,  na^ 
88. 

Hr.  Enro  now  renewed  a  motion  he  had  be- 
fore made,  to  strike  out  fWnn  the  woviso  the 
words  "  by  the  President  alone  "  and^^  a  treaty 
bot  the  motion  was  declared  not  to  be  in  order, 
the  Senate  having  Jnst  determined  that  it  would 
not  strike  out  any  part  after  the  word  "  Pro- 
vided." 

Hr.  Bibb  now  renewed  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  whole  of  the  jproviso,  which,  after  an 
enlanalion  by  Hr.  Ttueb^  of  his  object  in 
offering  it,  disclaiming  any  mtention  of  fpving 
it  a  partmilar  uii^ication  to  the  President,  was 
determined  in  the  negative  as  follows : 

Tufl. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chase,  Dud- 
ley, FMaytb,  Qnmdy,  Kane,  £tng,  Urineston,  Uc- 
Kinlay,  Bobbina,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Sudth  of  South  OaroUna,  Troop,  Woodbury — 11. 

Vatm. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Bnmet, 
Chambers,  ClaytOQ,  EUis,  Foot,  Frelbighuysen, 
Hayne,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Iredell,  Johnston, 
Knight,  Marks,  Naudain,  Foindexter,  Rubles,  Sey- 
iDoar,  SUsbee,  Sprague,  Taxewell,  Tyler,  Webster 
—•2S, 

VokXI^lT 


Hr.  Kane's  amendment  was  amended,  by 
rtriking  out  the  words  "  in  addition  to,"  ana 
inserting  the  words,  in  aid  of^  and  thns  amend- 
ed was  agreed  to. 

So  the  aizth  amendment  was  agreed  to  as 
followi: 

'*For  the  outfit  and  salary  of  a  cbargfi  d'affiures 
and  a  dragoman  at  Constantinople,  and  for  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  legation,  $36,600 :  that  is  to 
say,  for  the  outfit  of  a  charge  d'affaires,  $4,600 ;  for 
the  salary  of  the  same,  $4,600;  for  the  sdary  of  a 
dragoman,  $2,600 ;  for  the  contli^ent  ezpeines  of 
the  legadoD,  $26,000. 

"  For  compensation  to  the  persons  heretofore  em- 
ployed in  our  iatercourse  with  the  Sublime  Porte, 
the  further  sum  of  $16,000,  In  aid  of  the  sum  of 
$26,000,  appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  foreign  intercoui;ae :  Providtd,  aimys.  That  noth- 
ing in  this  aet  contained  shall  be  construed  u  sauo- 
Umiing,  or  in  any  way  approving,  the  apptnotiiient 
of  ^ese  persons  by  the  Freddeot  alone;  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  and  without  their  advice  and 
consent,  u  comnUa^MMTS  to  negotiate  a  treaty  irith 
the  Ottoman  Porte." 

The  amendments  wm  then  ordfflvd  to  be 
and  the  tdH  to  be  read  a  third  lime ; 

then 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HoiTDAT,  February  28. 

Death  <if  Mr.  miU. 

On  the  Senate  being  called  to  order — 
Hr.  Hkndibioks  rose,  and  said,  it  becomes, 
Hr.  President,  my  painfol  duty  to  announce  to 
the  Senate  the  deaui  of  my  respected  oollestfoe. 
He  deputed  thia  life  on  Saturday  evening  laatt 
at  ten  o'clock.  His  aervioes  in  this  body  have 
been  faithful  and  oninterrnpted  for  the  last 
fifteen  years.  They  have  been  honorable  to 
himself^  and  osefhl  to  Ms  country;  bat  man 
goe&  to  his  lon^  hom^  and  with  him  t^ese 
services  have  ternunated  in  the  meridian  of  life. 
He  had  indeed  lived  to  see  bis  early  aasociatea 
in  the  business  of  this  House  retire  to  other 
spheres  of  life,  or,  like  himself^  pass  silently 
into  the  grave ;  yet  his  Mends  might  reason- 
ably have  hoped  and  expected  for  him  a  longer 
period  of  nsefolness  and  distinction.  On  an 
oconrrence  like  the  present,  and  especially  stand- 
ing, as  I  do,  in  the  midst  of  a  cinue  so  intimate- 
ly aeqn^nted  with  the  deceased,  it  will  not  be 
expected  me  to  pronounce  his  eulogy ;  but 
I  can  speak,  and  I  may  be  permitted  to  ^>eak 
in  the  language  of  early  and  well-tried  personal 
friendship  Mone  hi^y  prized,  not  only  by 
hlnuKdf^  but  by  the  State  he  has  so  long  had  the 
honor  to  represent^  of  an  individoal  idolized  by 
almost  every  circle  in  which  he  ever  moved. 
He  was  a  bold  tmd  fearless  poUtician,  warm 
and  generous  in  his  feelings.  He  had  a  heart 
that  responded  to  every  advauce  of  sympathy 
and  benevolence ;  a  heart  formed  for  the  most 
ardent  attachments.  Open  and  undiB^oised, 
the  pnmdnent  traita  of  Ids  ohanoter  wore  a^ 
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ways  l}efore  the  world ;  bnt  a  long  period  of 
familiar  acquaiQtance  could  only  develop  the 
ardor,  the  devotion,  and  the  value  of  his  mend- 
Bhip.  For  such  an  associate,  it  may  well  be 
permitted  us  to  mouru,  and  well  assured  am  I, 
that,  in  paying  these  last  honors  to  his  memory, 
are  bnt  giving  egression  to  the  feelings  of 
•  every  member  of  the  Senate.  His  society  I 
have  eiyoyed  when  he  was  in  health.  In  sick- 
ness I  have  frequently  been  near  him,  and  en- 
deavored to  soothe  his  hoars  of  anguish  and 
disbresBf  and  I  had  an  opportunitty  of  watching 
with  intense  aoziety,  and  great  acdicitude,  the 
last  momente  of  his  life. 

Hr.  Subnet  then  sabmitted  the  following 
resolution ;  which  was  agreed  to : 

JRHebtei,  tMommoM^,  That  a  oomndttee  be  ap- 
p4^ted  to  take  order,  for  superibtendiag  the  fimentl 
of  the  Hon.  Jakes  Nobli,  deceftsed,  which  will  take, 
place  at  half-past  eleren  o'clock  this  day,  and  that 
the  Senate  will  attend  the  same ;  and  that  notice  of 
this  event  be  given  lo  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Ohfdr  stated  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  upon  being  yesterday  in- 
formed of  the  death  of  the  late.  Senator  from 
Indiana,  he  had  appointed  a  Oommittee  of  Ar- 
rangements, and  pall  bearers;  and  hoped  the 
course  he  had  pursued  would  not  be  disapproved 
of. 

*Ur.  BuBKZT  then  submitted  the  following 
resolutions ;  which  were  adopted : 

Jiuolved,  vnanimovtltf.  That  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark 
of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Jahxs 
KoBLi,  deceased,  thdr  late  asBOtdate,  will  bo  into 
mourning  for  him  for  one  month,  by  the  usuiu  mode 
of  wearing  crape  roand  the  left  arm. 

Reaoitwi,  tman*»i«tu!y,  That,  as  an  additional 
mark  of  re^tect  for  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Jaxbs 
NOBLK,  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

{The  body  of  the  deceased  was  then  brought 
into  the  chamber  of  the  Senate,  and  placed 
in  front  of  the  Secretary's  desk.  Soon  after 
which,  the  House  of  Representatives,  preceded 
by  their  Spesker  and  Clerk,  t(^ether  with 
their  Sergeaut^at-Anns,  entered  the  chamber, 
and  were  immediately  followed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  tiie  United  States,  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments, and  the  Judges  of  the  Bapreme  Court, 
who  respectively  took  the  seats  prepared  for 
them.  The  Chaplain  to  the  Senate  (the  Bev. 
lb*.  Johns)  then  rose,  anddelivovd  an  eloqaent 
and  very  impressive  address,  which  was  follow- 
ed by  a  fervent  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley, 
the  Chaplun  to  the  House.  A  procesaon  was 
then  formed,  and  proceeded  to  the  Eastern 
Branch  burial  ground,  where  the  remuns  of 
the  deceased  were  solemnly  interred.] 


Tctbdat,  Uaroh  1. 

Hr.  DiOKKBSON  moved  that  the  Senate  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  p^r  yesterday  sab- 
mUitod  by  him  u  the  views  of  uie  minoritiy  of 
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the  Select  Committee  on  the  subject  of  re- 
ducing the  duties  on  iron. 

Mr.  Hathb  said  he  would  be  glad  to  know 
what  course  should  be  adopted  respecting  it 
when  taken  up — if  it  were  intended  to  have  it 
pnnted  as  an  argument  against  the  report  of 
the  Select  Committer  which  he  had  presented, 
he  wished  to  know  if  the  geuUeman  would 
have  any  obJecUon  to  his  having  an  answer  to 
that  argument  in  like  manner  printed.  The 
r^rt  of  the  committee— of  the  mi^wi^  the 
committee,  had  already  been  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  t^e  document  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  (Ur.  Dioebbson,}  whldi  ex- 
hibited the  views  of  Uie  minority  of  that  ocan- 
mitte^  could  not  now  go  with  it  unless  an  ex- 
tra number  of  copies  of  the  original  report  were 
ordered  to  be  printed.  To  this  he  would  have 
no  objection,  provided  his  answer  or  rejoinder 
to  that  argument  went  along  with  it  If  the 
printing  of  the  original  report  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate  nod  not  in  the  first  place  be^  refused — 
a  course  which  had  been  well  said  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Alabama  (Mr.  Eisa)  was  alti^tfaer 
unprecedented,  and  out  of  the  regular  mode 
adopted  with  every  report  (tf  a  committee,  he 
(Mr.  Hatne)  might  not  have  thought  of  stand- 
ing on  his  right  As  it  was,  be  conceiv«l  he 
had  an  equal  right,  if  this  practice  of  allowing 
individual  members  of  a  committee  to  print 
their  arguments  agMnst  a  report  were  tolerated, 
to  expect  his  rejoinder  to  that  argument  to  be 
printed — and  if  Ae  genUeman  chose  to  reply  to 
that^  he  (Mr.  H.)  would  be  prepared  with  a 
replication  to  that  argumeob,  and  thus  «>  on 
and  ask  for  all  to  be  pnnted  fm  the  use  m  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  DiGKEBSOH  replied  that  his  ade  otd^ot 
was  to  present  tiie  vfews  of  the  minority  ofittie 
committee  on  the  satgect. '  Bnt  he  only  pre- 
sented it  as  the  views  of  himself  and  anouier  in 
their  individual  capacity,  and  as  individuals 
they  had  a  rij^t  to  ask  for  those  views  to  be 
printed.  It  was  a  ri^t  which  they  in  common 
with  others  possessed ;  and  was  it  not  the  case 
that  the  views  of  individuals  respecting  the 
subjects  of  memorials  even  were  frequently 
printed }  He  would  have  no  objection  to  the 
gentleman's  rcyoinder  being  printed,  provided 
he  was  informed  what  it  would  be ;  but,  before 
deciding,  it  would  be  but  proper  to  know  some- 
thing respecting  it. 

Ur.  BMrrn,  of  Maiylmd,  said,  if  this  praotioe 
were  sanctioned,  it  would  put  an  end  to  dl 
theirformer  rules  of  proceeding;  it  was  unpar- 
liamentary and  qnite  unprecedented.  It  would 
now  appear  that  we  were  to  have  a  counter 
r^>ort — an  answer  to  that  and  thua  he  did 
not  know  where  it  was  to  have  an  end.  The 
subject  appeared  to  lead  to  debate ;  tliere  were 
many  bills  from  the  other  House  which  it  was 
necessary  to  take  up  without  loss  of  time,  and 
he  would  therefore  move  that  the  paper  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  HoufBS  said,  for  his  part  be  would  have 
no  oljjeotion  to  the  plan  whidb  the  gentleman 
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from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hatkb)  had  laid  out 
for  himself  to  pnrsne,  if  lie  (Mr.  H.)  were  al- 
lowed also  to  aaopt  it,  and  to  vrite  aaring  the 
recess,  while  time  might  hang  heavj  on  his 
hands,  a  farther  replication  to  the  gentleman's 
replication,  and  this  too  to  be  printed  at  the 
pnbUc  expense.  He  had  also,  he  confessed,  like 
the  honorable  Senator,  a  penchant  for  making  an 
occasional  speech,  and  for  seeing  himself  in  print 
now  and  again ;  and  he  hoped,  if  this  new  sys- 
tem were  to  be  adopted^  that  the  pririlege 
Thioh  h«  lud  claim  to,  wonid  also  be  octended 
to  him. 

Ur.  Clattos  Boggested  that  the  Senator  from 
Kew  Jersey  ^£r.  Diokxbbon)  might  better  ac- 
complish bis  pnrpose,  if  the  Oommittee  on 
Kano&ctnrea,  of  which  he  was  duirman,  were 
to  report  on  the  same  aabject. 

Mr.  DiCKZBSoir  explained,  and  inmsted  on  his 
riehL  from  former  precedents,  that  his  paper, 
which  exhibited  a  view  of  two  individaals  who 
had  formed  a  minority  of  the  committee,  shoald 
be  received ;  and  said,  if  it  were  not  intended 
to  carry  the  matter  ad  ti^itum,  the  Senate 
coold  81^  where  it  ma  to  iaip. 

After  some  farther  remarks  from  Mr.  Hatbtk 
and  Mr.  Eiho,  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr. 
SniTH^B  mo^on  to  lay  on  the  table,  vhen  it  was 
nttratived  by  a  rote  of  19  to  12. 

Sur.  Hatsx  then  moved,  aa  an  amendment  to 
the  origin^  motion  for  the  receiving  of  Mr, 
IhoxBBSON^s  r^rt,  which  was  still  pending, 
that  the  views  of  the  mtyority  of  the  committee 
in  repUcation  to  that  paper  be  also  printed. 

The  qaestion  on  this  last  amendment  being 
first  taken,  it  was  i^^reed  to,  and  Mr.  Haysi 
banded  in  the  replication  accordingly. 

lib-.  Webstbb  sud,  tiiat,  in  regard  to  a  report 
from  a  minority  of  a  committee,  althongh^ 
Etrictiy  spedcing^  there  conld  be  no  such  thing) 
as  a  oommittee  was  a  regular  appointed  body 
and  constitnted  a  whole,  still,  although  it  might 
be  irregular  for  the  minority  to  report  aa  such, 
in  a  case  like  the  presenl^  he  thought  they  were 
entitled  to  give  their  views  as  mdividuals  on 
tiie  policy  of  a  measure  to  which  they  had  al- 
ways been  opposed,  and  which  went  to  recom- 
mend a  system  to  the  country  which  was  alto- 
gether new.  He  would  therefore  vote  in  fitvor 
of  the  document  being  received. 

Mr.  Gbundt  said  he  would  vote  i^inst  it, 
because  he  thought  any  other  individual  in  the 
Senate  had  an  eqnal  right  to  offiar  hia  views  on 
the  subject,  and  have  tnem  printed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  receiving  the 
paper  presented  by  Mr.  Diocbbsoit,  when  the 
motion  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  19  to  18. 

ISr.  Smith,  of  Ma^land,  moved  that  when 
the  Senate  adjoorn  to-day,  it  shall  adjourn  to 
meet  to-morrow  at  tea  o'dook.  The  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

InMlemt  JMttort  of  Vte  United  Statei. 
Thb  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent 
debt(M-8  of  the  United  States  was  then  taken  up, 
OD  motion  of  Mr.  Vxbbzeb. 


Mr.  Wbbcteb  then  said,  the  oliject  of  this 
important  and  long-dedred  measure  was  to  en- 
able the  Government,  in  proper  oases,  and  by 
a  just  and  safia  proceeding,  to  compromise  wiu 
certain  of  its  insolvent  debtors.  He  looked  on 
this  object  as  equally  politic  and  humane.  The 
relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  was  a  delicate 
one;  many  practical  consequences  ordinarily 
sprang  from  It ;  and  it  was  not  expedient  that 
large  numbers  of  persons  shonld  bear  this  rela- 
tion to  the  Government,  without  the  hope  of 
ever  chaiupng  it.  It  uatiirally  cherished  feel- 
ings not  the  most  friendly,  to  the  disehuge  of 
social  and  political  duties.  Hopeless  debt,  too, 
terminates  the  active  agency  and  effective 
efforts  of  most  of  those  woo  have  become  isnb- 
jeot  to  it.  .Their  exerdons,  their  enterprise, 
their  usefulness,  are  in  a  great  measure  lost  to 
society.  Few  will  struggle  under  a  weight 
which  they  know,  struggle  as  they  may,  can 
never  be  moved.  Few  will  exert  themscdvea, 
nnder  the  consciousness  that  the  utmost  exer- 
tion will  never  enable  them  to  Uirow  off  or  to 
break  the  chain  which  binds  them,  and  to  place 
themselves  again  in  a  ocmditicai  to  enter  the 
employmeota,  the  bueiness,  and  &e  engagements 
of  society.  It  was  wise,  therefore,  in  his 
opinion,  tiiat  every  hopelessly  insolvent  dabtor 
to  Government  ihould  be  able  to  ask  inqmry 
into  his  case,  and  the  causes  of  his  inability,  and 
to  show  his  honesty  and  his  misfortune,  and 
then  have  the  power  of  making  his  peace  with 
his  creditor;  to  have  his  guUUu^  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  old  law,  and  be  encouraged,  once 
more,  to  such  efforts,  and  such  services,  as  his 
social  and  domestic  duties  may  require  of  him. 

This  being  the  general  object  of  the  bill,  said 
Mr.  'W.,  it  proceeds,  in  the  first  plaoe,  to  dis- 
tinguish clearly  and  broadly  between  mere  debt 
and  official  delinquency.  This  distinction  is 
founded,  not  only  m  true  policy,  but  in  correct 
morals  also.  Unpaid  debt  is  one  thing;  vio- 
lated  trust  very  mnch  another  thing.  Delin- 
quency, or  f^nre  in  the  discharge  of  official 
duty,  finds  neither  fkvor  nor  indulgence  in  any 
of  the  provisions  of  this  bilL  Principals  in 
official  bonds,  and  all  persons  who  have  received 
money  to  be  pMd  into  the  Treasury,  or  who 
have  received  it  from  the  Treasury,  for  public 
disbursement,  are  cut  off  from  all  its  benefits. 
This  is  just.  It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark, 
however,  that,  in  the  history  of  our  Govern- 
ment, the  pnblic  has  lost  infinitely  less  by  pub- 
lic debtors,  than  by  puUlo  officers  and  servants. 
Six  or  seven  hundred  nullwns  of  dollars  have 
been  received  into  the  Traasur,  almost  all  by 
being  first  seeored  by  bond,  with  only  a  loss  (mT 
the  half  of  one  per  cent  This  fact  speiaks  much, 
not  only  to  the  credit  of  a  system,  but  also  for 
the  int^rity  and  punctuality  of  the  American 
mercantile  character.  No  Government  in  tho 
world,  I  believe,  collects  its  revenues  with 
more  certMuty,  or  more  economy,  than  ours. 
But  it  must  be  confessed,  that  when  we  pro- 
ceed to  the  next  stage,  and  look  into  the  dia* 
hnrsemeatB  made  ont  of  the  Treasury  fbr  the 
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oUeots  of  Oovenunent,  and  to  the  degree  of 
fidelity  and  correctness  which  has  there  pre- 
valled,  our  experience  has  been  far  less  gratify- 
ing. The  selected  servaats  of  the  Government 
have  loet  us  thonsands,  where  those  whom  the 
laws  and  the  coarse  of  business  have  compelled 
to  become  our  debtors  at  the  costom-honae, 
have  hardly  lost  us  a  dollar.  The  mercantile 
character  has  richly  earned  this  distinction.  In 
all  times  it  has  shown  itself  worthy  to  be  re- 
lied on ;  la  all  times,  in  prosperity  and  adversi- 
ty, in  peace  and  in  war,  amidst  all  the  events 
that  UBoally  affect  national  income,  or  8ho<^ 
systems  of  finance,  the  Government  has  always 
felt  that  what  was  due  to  it  from  the  ccHnmercial 
oomnmnity  was  to  be  ooonted  on  as  so  much 
already*  in  its  ooffers.  Debtors  of  this  class, 
heoomlng  insolvent  without  imputation  of  and 
or  dishonesty,  have  fair  claims  to  a  discharge. 
On  the  other  hand,  let  the  severity  of  the  law 
continue  towards  public  delinqoenoy.  Let  those 
who  solicit  pnbtio  trusts  unaerstimd,  once  for 
all,  that  a  rigorous  rule  will  be  applied ;  that 
a  perfect  aoconnting  will  he  exacted ;  and  that 
debts,  created  by  msregarded  duty,  and  a  vio- 
lated trust,  is  a  fetter  never  to  he  oroken. 

The  bill,  ^r,  proyoew  a  public  and  open  pro- 
ceeding, to  ascertain  the  facte  in  each  partioular 
ease.  The  msdvenkdehtOT  is  to  apply  by  po- 
tion, setting  forth  the  fiusts  of  Ms  case.  The 
petitdon  Is  to  be  referred  tocommisrioners,  who 
are  to  inquire  into  it,  with  poww  to  examine 
tibe  petitioner,  and  any  other  persons  on  oath, 
TcepeotiDg  the  whole  matter  before  them ;  and 
they  are  to  he  attended  by  an  agent  on  the  part 
of  toe  Government,  to  interpose  objections,  and 
demand  explanations  of  whatever  may  appear 
to  require  explanation.  The  fkots  thus  ascer- 
tuned  are  to  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury ;  and  thereupon  he  is  authorized 
to  compound  and  c(»nproniisetbe  debt,  aooord- 
ins  to  the  oiroomstances,  and  diaoharge  the 
debtor. 

It  mlf^t  be  expeotod,  pwhaps,  that  the  bill 
would  nave  jnovided  that,  in  every  case,  if  no 
fraud  or  nnraimess  appeaired,  and  clear  insol- 
vency and  inability  to  pay  were  made  manifest, 
a  diaoharge  should  be  granted  of  course.  But, 
from  what  w«s  known  in  r^;ard  to  some  exist- 
ing eases,  it  was  tbou^t  better  still  to  leave 
the  Secretary  some  discretion.  It  is  known 
that  there  are  oases  in  which,  by  the  contribu- 
tions of  friends  and  oonnectaons,  or  otiier  means, 
oonfdderable  sums  would  have  been  pud  if  dis- 
charges could  have  been  obtained ;  which  cases, 
without  such  proqtects  of  discha^  would  be 
oases  of  great  and  total  loss.  Bot£atone  effiact 
of  this  very  measure  will  doubtless  be,  to  cause 
reeeipts  into  the  Treasury  ci  eonnderaUe  smns, 
on  account  <^  debts,  no  part  of  which,  without 
it,  would  ever  have  been  collected. 

The  next  important  oharacteristio  of  the  bill 
is,  that  in  its  operation  it  is  altogether  retroapeo- 
tive.  It  is  not  a  standing  provision.  It  applies 
onJ^  to  fnast  oarcs.  Its  objeet  is  to  settle  op 
and  oloM  umb  of  InM^Tenoy,  loig  since  h^t- 
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pening,  and  still  existing;  tomakea  sort  of  hi^ 
century  jnbOee,  and  set  aU  the  honest  and  un- 
fortunate once  more  free  from  the  demands  of 
Government  debts. 

We  see  that,  in  the  individual  concerns 
commercial  men,  it  is  found  indiroensable  that 
some  system,  having  the  actual  effect  of  a  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy,  should  be  adopted.  Con- 
gress does  not  seem  disposed  to  exercise  its  un- 
disputed power  of  establishing  snch  a  system 
for  the  whole  country,  by  law ;  no  State  can 
establish  such  a  system,  except  to  a  partial  ex- 
tent ;  and  most  of  the  States  nave  not  attempt- 
ed to  provide  any  at  all.  But  voluntary  assign- 
ments, and  voluntary  dischaives,  have  c<»n6 
into  very  general  use,  from  the  absolute  neoesritr 
of  the  case.  In^vionals  thus  establish  roles  of 
distributicHi  of  effeots,  and  for  the  discharge  from 
debts,  for  themselves.  But  GoTCtnm^t  has 
not  the  power  whidi  belongs  thus  to  a  private 
alitor.  The  Treasnry  cannot  compromise  or 
discharge  the  debt,  in  any  case,  without  full 
payment  Under  this  aot,  as  to  past  obliga- 
tions, it  will  possess  that  power ;  and  when  its 
operation  shall  have  been  seen  and  tried  by 
experience,  it  will  be  competent  to  Congress  to 
repeat  the  provision,  at  a  proper  time  hereafter, 
or  not  to  repeat  it,  as  its  wisdom  shall  see 
fit 

As  I  do  not  antioirate  any  oUectioa  to  tiie 
prinaple  of  the  bill,  I  shall  no  langsar  press  a 
(daim  on  that  time  and  that  attention  of  the 
Sffliate,  which  are  dnnanded  hj  so  many  other 
urgent  subjects.  I  wi^  however,  not  to  re- 
sume my  seat  before  I  express  my  sense  cMf  the 
obligation  which  the  public  is  under  to  the 
^tinguished  gentleman  in  the  other  House, 
on  whom  it  devolved,  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  there,  to  take  the  lead  in  this  measure. 
I  feel  that  he  has  rendered  a  substantial  service 
to  the  country ;  that  the  bill  which  he  has  ma- 
tured and  supported  through  the  House  to 
which  he  belongs,  will  be  a  joyous  relief^  and  a 
great  blesdng,  to  many  honest  and  valuable 
citizens ;  and  both  us^I  and  saiis  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  am  lumpy  in  seetmding  here  that 
which  he  has  so  well  susttdued  elsewhere ;  and 
am  desirous,  for  one,  of  expressing  my  thaniks 
fbr  his  zealous  devotion  to  this  object,  and  his 
sncoessful  lead  in  ita  accomplishment. 

The  biU  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  tUrd 
time. 

The  Vies  Pbxsidsnt  having  stated  that  he 
should  not  again  attend  the  meetings  of  the 
Senate  at  the  present  session,  av^ed  Idmsdf 
of  this  tfpportonity  of  wiping  the  Senators  a 
vwy  pleasant  retnm  to  their  hcones. 

The  Senate  tiien  took  a  recess. 


KVKFINa  siasioiT. 

The  YiOK  Pbssidknt  having  retired  from  the 
chair  of  preriding  officer,  the  Senate  jHrooeeded 
to  the  eleotixm  m  a  Ksndut  jnv  ttm. 
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The  votes  were,  (first  ballot :) 

For  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,         -  17 

Mr.  BeU,  of  Hew  Hampshire,  -  12 

Mr.  Tazewell,  of  Virginia,      -  8 

Soatteriog,     -      -      .      -  4 

On  a  second  balloting,  there  were 

For  Mr.  Smith,  of  ICarylaiid,  -      •  18 

Mr.  TazewdL  9 

Mr.  Bell,       ....  8 

Scattering,     ....  3 

On  a  third  balloting  there  were 

For  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  -      -  15 

Mr.  Tazewell,  -      -      -      -  21 

Scattering,     .      -      .      .  6 


So  Vi.  Tazbwxll  was  elected  Prenndent  pro 
tempore  of  the  Senate. 

Wherenpon.  Mr.  Tazzwill  rose,  and  with  a 
profeaaioa  iA  nis  idnoere  distmst  of  hia  ability 
to  dtocharge  the  dnties  of  the  Ohur  with  satis- 
Awtion  to  himself  w  to  the  Senate,  begged  to 
tw  ezcnsed  from  accepting  the  honorable  Ma- 
ti<at  which  the  Senate  had  assigned  to  him. 

Mr.  Wbbstbk  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Viwinia  wonld  reoon- 
•ider  his  determination,  and  would  not  be  ez- 
oosed  from  the  duty  to  which  the  vote  of  the 
Senate  bad  called  him. 

Mr.  Ttlu,  expressing  his  high  respect  for 
his  colleague,  and  declaring  that  he  himself, 
with  all  the  sincere  respect  which  he  had  for 
his  colleagae,  not  expecting  such  a  coarse,  had 
voted  for  the  venerable  Senator  from  Maryland, 
and,  dnirous  to  pay  dne  re^vd  to  the  wishes 
of  Ida  colleagae,  moved  that  his  colleagae  be 
exoiued  from  aerring  as  Preddrait  pro  tempore. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  having  pat  the 
qoestion  on  this  motion,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  by  20  votes  to  14. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  another  bal- 
loting for  President  of  this  body;  and  it  resolt- 


ed  as  follows : 

For  }£x.  Smith,  of  Maiyland,  -      -  SO 

Mr.  Bell,  of  New  Hampshire,  -  11 

Mr.  Haggles,  of  Ohio,     -      -  4 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  4 


So  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  elected  Frea- 
i&nt  pro  Umporo  d  the  Senate ;  and,  being 
oondnoted  to  the  chair,  made  his  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  honor  which  he  Baii  he  was  sat- 
ined was  paid  rather  to  his  age  than  to  his 
ability,  and  sud  that  the  only  retam  he  CQold 
make,  wonld  be  to  devote  his  best  ability  to 
the  proper  de^atoh  of  the  basinsBB.  before  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  despatch 
of  a  variety  of  bnaineaa,  of  which  the  following 
was  the  most  jmrniinent : 

■The  bill  to  carry  hito  effect  cert^n  Indian 
treaties  was  read  the  second  time,  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Qbundt,  it  was  amended  by  striking 
out  the  clanse  which  provides  for  taking  the 
sam  appropriated  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
Choctaw  treaty,  from  the  fond  of  $600,000  last 
year  tpmoftiaXeA  for  the  removal  of  the  Soath- 
«m  Indiana,  and  the  e]q>ense  of  carrying  into 


[Ssuxib 

effect  that  trea^  was  ordered  to  £e  paid  oat  of 
any  money  in  uie  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated.  Thus  amended,  it  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  Honse  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  general  appropria- 
tion  bill  were  all  agreed  to,  with  the  exception 
of  that  which  goes  to  strike  out  the  clanse  in- 
serted on  the  motions  of  Mr.  Kane  and  Mr. 
Ttleb,  and  inserting  $16,000  for  the  services 
of  the  commissioners  employed  to  conclude  the 
trea^  with  the  Sablime  Porte. 

A  variety  of  motions  were  made  on  this  sab- 
jeet,  several  points  of  order  were  discossed,  and 
then  some  remarks  were  made  on  the  eonstitn- 
tionality  of  the  ^ipointment  of  the  commis- 
sioners.  The  effect  that  the  amendment  of  the 
House  would  hav^  as  preventing  the  Senate 
from  expressing  thdr  disapprobation  of  the 
conrse  of  the  Ezecntive,  was  also  spoken  of, 
when,  finally,  the  Senate  refused  to  agree  to 
the  amendment,  and  appointed  a  Committee  of 
Conference  on  its  part,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Tazewbll,  Wkbsixb,  and  Kiko,  to  meet  con- 
ferees to  be  ^^mted  by  the  Hoaae  c£  Bepro- 
sentatjves. 

The  Senate  then  a^oamed. 


WxinrasDAT,  March  8. 

Claim  qfjamet  Momroe. 

Mr.  Haynb  said  he  was  about  to  make  a  mo- 
tion— each  a  one  as  he  seldom  made,  and  to 
which  he  was  in  general  opposed — a  motion 
which  would  have  been  unnecessary,  if  the  bill 
had  been  suffered  to  come  up  in  its  order,  but 
which  had  been  prevented  by  the  many  mo- 
tions made  by  gentlemen  to  take  up  bills  oot  of 
their  order — and  that  was,  to  take  up  the  bfll 
for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe. 

The  moticu  previdled— reas  26. 

The  motion  to  amend,  her^fore  sabmitted, 
to  strike  from  the  bill  the  words  "  for  pnblio 
services,  losses,  and  sacrifices,"  was,  on  motion 
of  Mi*.  HATm^  disagreed  to,  to  save  time. 

After  a  remark  cv  two  from  Mr.  FoBstra 
and  Mr.  BsLif 

Mr.  Ltvinqston  said  he  would  premise  what 
he  had  to  say  on  this  subject  by  a  declaration 
that  he  intended  to  vote  for  the  bill.  I  am 
obliged,  said  he,  in  this  case,  as  all  of  us  must, 
for  the  most  part,  in  oases  of  clums  for  ser- 
vices, or  the  settlement  of  acoounta.  to  trust 
very  maxAi  to  the  investigation  made  by  oar 
oommittees,  and  to  the  oorreotuesa  of  their  re- 
POTts.  Were  each  mafaiber  to  investigate  the 
detidb  of  the  nnmwotts  oases  that  come  before 
UB,  we  should  spend  all  oar  time  in  thifl  exam- 
ination, and  then  do  the  bnsineas  imperfectiy, 
leaving  no  time  for  attention  to  the  great  inter- 
ests of  the  nation.  In  this  case,  a  committee  <A 
the  other  House,  that  House  itself,  and  our  own 
committee,  have  informed  ns  that  Mr.  Monroe 
has  an  equitable  claim  on  the  nation :  and  they 
propose  that  the  amoont  of  this  daim  shall  be 
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settled  hj  oor  aooonntioff  officers  on  equitable 
principles.  I  most  belicTe,  therefore,  that 
something  is  dne,  and  therefore  will  vote  for 
the  bill.  Bat,  sir,  a  private  duty  which  I  owe 
to  the  menior7  of  a  very  near  and  ver^  dear 
relative,  a  pnbUo  duty  to  a  statesman  who  had 
no  inconsiderable  share  in  the  establishment  of 
our  independence,  who  was  one  of  the  commit- 
tee wfaiok  8anoti<Hied  the  declaration  that  pro- 
daimed  it  to  the  world,  and  whoae  snbseqaent 
life  was  a  aetiM  of  impottant  swvioea  to  his 
ooaiitr3r:  these  duties  oUige  me  to  notice  an 
attem^  to  deprive  him  of  the  credit  of  one  of 
the  most  important  of  those  services.  Among 
the  ol^ms  which  Mr.  Monroe  urges  to  t^e  grat- 
itude of  the  conntrj,  is  the  acqn&tion  of  liOois- 
iBDa  to  the  Union.  Foigettin^  the  agency  of 
his  colleagae,  scarcely  mentibnm^  him,  dzcept 
only  to  say  tnat  he  bad  the  merit  of  agreeing 
witii  him,  (Mr.  M.,)  he  directly  assomes  the 
whole  credit  of  the  n^otiation,  by  saying  that 
nothing  was  done,  or  could  be  done,  until  his 
arrival ;  intimating  clearly  that  it  was  his 
agency  alone  which  produced  the  important  re- 
sult. I  beg  leave^  mr^  in  order  to  test  Hie  Jne- 
tlce  of  this  pretenoon,  to  advert  to  the  history 
of  this  transactioD. 

In  the  year  1801,  BobertB.  Livingston  was 
sent  by  Mr.  Jefferson  as  pleoipot^tiary  to 
France.  Important  claims,  the  payment  of 
which  had  been  promised  by  the  treaty  of  the 

S receding  year,  were  yet  tmsatisfied ;  and  the 
eranged  finances  of  the  republic  rendered  it 
very  difficult  for  them  to  procure  the  means  of 
discharging  them.  The  first  part  of  the  year 
1802  was  spent  by  our  Minister  in  unceasing 
bat  froitlees  attempts  to  procure  the  justice  due 
to  our  dtizens.  Other  causes  soon  combined  to 
^ve  a  more  important  turn  to  the  negotiation. 
The  suqwndon  of  tiie  right  of  deposit  at  New 
Orleans  excited  a  just  and  violent  sensation  in 
the  western  oonntry.  Its  citizens  could  scarcely 
W  reetnined  from  marching  down,  and  securing 
by  force  of  arms  the  firee  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, so  essentia  to  their  oommerce.  About 
the  same  time,  Mr.  Boss,  a  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, made  a  formal  proposal  to  antborize 
the  President  to  take  possession  of  New  Or- 
leans :  a  measure  which  it  was  thought  more 
urgent,  beicaose,  aboat  this  time,  May,  1802,  it 
was  known  in  the  ITmted  States  tliat  ^ain 
had,  in  the  preceding  year,  ceded  Looiuana  to 
IVwee.  And  it  was  feared  that  If  a  war  broke 
oot'agun  (which  was  apprehended,  and  shortly 
afteo:  liappened)  between  that  power  and  Eng- 
land, this  last  power  would  make  a  ocmquest 
of  it,  and  thus  enclose  us  on  our  whole 
frontier.  Instructions  were  therefore  sent  to 
Mr.  Livingston,  to  endeavor  to  purchase  New 
Orleans  and  the  Floridas  for  a  price,  of  which 
the  payment  of  the  debt  dne  to  onr  citizens 
was  to  form  a  part.  In  obedience  to  these  in- 
structions, Mr.  iivijigston  tiimed  his  whole  at- 
tention to  the  accomplishment  oi  this  great  ob- 
ject. While  nrging  on  the  one  hand  the  pay- 
ment of  tike  debt,  on  the  othw  he  was  endeav- 


[Maboh,  1881. 

oring  to  demonstrate  the  policy  of  making  the 
cession  to  the  United  States,  not  only  as  the 
means  of  discharging  the  clums  of  our  citi- 
zens, but  as  the  only  mode  of  preventing  Great 
Britain  from  acquiring  that  valuable  colony. 
In  a  memoir  which  he  published  in  Decemb^, 
he  not  only  insisted  on  these  topics,  but  showed 
tiie  advantage  to  France  of  encouraging  the 
commerce  and  naval  power  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  some  act  which  would  prevent 
the  rapid  aooesraon  to  those  of  the  rival  of 
France. 

In  February,  of  the  year  1808,  finding  that 
he  could  get  no  explicit  answer  from  the  Min- 
istry of  ^France,  he  took  a  step  dictated  by  a 
dose  study  of  the  character  of  the  extraordi- 
nary man  who  as  First  Oonsnl  then  directed 
the  affairs  of  France.  Qnitting  the  established 
form  of  oommumcation,  he  a^essed  a  letter 
directiy  to  the  First  Consul  himself^  appealing 
to  his  honor  as  a  soldier,  and  personal  sense  of 
justice,  for  the  performance  of  a  treaty  he  him- 
self had  made.  This  bold  proceeding  had  its 
effect.  An  answer  was  s^veo,  poutivuy  prom- 
ising a  prompt  liquidation  and  payment  of  the 
claims.  To  give  greater  effect  to  this  promise, 
and  increase  the  obligation  of  performing  it, 
the  contents  of  the  answer  were  immediately 
communicated  to  the  agents  of  the  claimants 
at  Paris ;  they  were  advised  not  to  dispose  4^ 
their  olaims,  and  told  that  they  might  rely  on 
the  word  of  the  First  Consul.  This  was  done, 
with  a  knowledge  that  no  other  means  could 
be  found  by  Fi:anoe  for  discharging  the  debt, 
bat  the  cession  of  New  Orleans.  j£  the  mean 
time,  Mr.  Monroe  had  been  ^>pointed  on  a 
special  misenon  to  effect  the  same  olgect  His 
arrival  was  expected  about  the  beginning  <^ 
April,  and,  so  far  from  expediting,  would,  by 
waiting  for  his  arrival,  have  ddayed  the  termi- 
nation of  our  difficulties,  but  for  the  ooncor- 
rence  of  events  which  brought  the  matter  to  a 
conclusion  in  the  mind  of  the  First  Consul  be- 
fore Mr.  Monroe  had  set  his  foot  in  Paris.  A 
history  lately  published  by  M.  de  Marbols,  <me 
of  the  confidential  Ministers  of  Napoleon,  has 
reused  the  ourtun,  and  exhibited  to  us  what 
passed  in  his  cabinet  on  this  subject.  On  the 
10th  April,  two  days  before  Mr.  Monroe's  ar- 
rival in  Paris,  this  important  oounotl  was  held. 
Loniuana,  althougb  oeded,  had  not  yet  betok 
delivered  to  France.  The  stipulations  oi  the 
peace  of  Amiens  had  not  been  perlbrmed;  a 
renewal  of,  hostilities  was  daily  apprehended, 
and  one  of  the  first  acts  of  those  hostilities  waa 
expected  to  be  the  seizure  of  Louisiana  by  the 
British.  IVance,  too,  wanted  money  for  carrying 
on  the  war ;  and  the  First  Consul  was  pressed 
for  the  performance  of  his  promise  to  pay  the 
American  debt.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  submitted  to  the  two  counsellors,  on  the  day 
I  have  named,  the  question,  whether  it  would 
be  most  expedient  to  transfer  Louisiana  to  the 
United  States,  or  to  send  on  the  expedition 
whioh  had  been  prepared  to  take  possession, 
and  to  risk  the  anhsaqnent  ofnqaest  of  it  by 
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Xi^laiKl.  Wm  two  ooniudloni  took  di^rent 
sides  of  this  qneslaon;  their  amiments  are 
givea  in  detail  oj  the  historian,  wno  was  him- 
self one  of  them,  and  who  advooated  the  ees- 
rton.  The  deliberatloDs,  he  tells  ns,  oontinned 
dll  lat«  in  the  night.  At  daybreak  on  the 
morning  of  the  llw,  he  summoned  M.  Marbois 
to  hear  and  ezeonte  his  decision ;  he  gave  it  in 
these  words:  Irresolntion  and  deliberation 
are  no  longer  In  season.  I  renoimce  Lonisiana. 
It  is  not  omj  New  Orleans  that  I  will  cede ;  it 
is  the  whole  colony,  without  any  reservation. 
I  know  the  price  of  what  I  abandon.  I  re- 
nounce it  vita  the  greatest  regret :  to  attonpt 
obstinately  to  retain  it,  would  be  fbUy.  I  ai- 
reot  you  to  n^otiate  this  aSklr  with  the  envoys 
of  tiie  United  States ;  do  not  even  wait  the  ar- 
rival of  Hr.  Monroe;  have  an  interview  this 
very  day  with  Ur.  Livingston.  Bat  I  require 
a  great  deal  of  money  for  this  war,  and  I  would 
not  like  to  commence  it  with  new  contribution. 
I  will  be  moderate,  tn  consideration  of  the  ne- 
cessity in  which  I  am  of  making  the  9ale,  but 
keep  this  to  yourself ;  I  want  fifty  millioDS  of 
livres,  and  for  less  than  that  I  will  not  treat." 
On  that  very  day  U.  Harbois  did  make  the 
OTertore  to  Mr.  livingston,  the  ^oice  was  dis- 
ouaaed ;  but,  of  course,  Mr.  Livingstw,  knowing 
that  Hr.  Uonroe  was  toiued  wfth  him  In  the 
missioii,  and  that  he  bad  arrived  at  Havre,  oould 
nut  condnde  any  thing  until  his  arrival;  he 
bad  uio£ber  conference  on  the  18th  (before  Mr. 
Monroe  had  been  presented)  with  M.  Marbois, 
Tith  whom  he  had  been  on  a  footing  of  inti- 
macy of  as  old  a  date  as  the  revolutionary  war, 
when  Mr.  Livingston  was  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  M.  Marbois  held  a  diplomatic  em- 
ployment to  the  old  Oongreas,  which  consider- 
ably facilitated  their  intercourse  on  the  present 
occasion.  Mr.  Monroe  arrived  on  the  12th, 
and  soon  after  joined  his  colleague  in  the  nego- 
tiation ;  and  the  treaty  was  rigned  on  the  80th 

of  AjKU. 

Two  dreomstances  are  remarkable  in  this 
transaetion :  first,  that  the  arguments  employed 
in  tlie  oonsnltation  of  the  First  Oonsal's  cabinet 
in  Unor  of  the  cession  are  precisely  those  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Livingston  in  his  merooir  of  De- 
conber,  1802,  and  expressed  in  nearly  the  same 
language;  the  other,  that  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Vonroe,  and  the  part  he  took  in  the  negotia- 
tion, did  not  change  an  item  in  the  propositions 
made  by  the  Urst  ConsuL 

Two  things  are  adduced,  howcTer,  as  proofe 
that  Mr.  lAvingston  oonld  effect  nothing  with- 
out the  aid  of  Jfr.  Monroe,  and,  consequently, 
lliat  all  the  merit  of  the  eeasion  is  due  to  him. 
One  is,  a  {nivOe  letter  written  hastily  to  con- 
gratulate him  on  his  arrival,  in  which  he  (Mr. 
L.)  speaks  doubtingly  of  final  snccess,  unless 
Ur.  Monroe  should  bring  the  account  of  Mr. 
Boss's  reeolntions  having  passed,  and  says  they 
would  negotiate  to  much  better  effect  with 
New  Orleans  in  our  possession ;  and  most  un- 
doubtedly we  shonld.  The  purchase  would 
hare  been  made  tar  half  the  prioe.    But  it 


must  be  remarked  ihat  this  letter  was  written 
on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  before  the  resolu- 
tion which  was  the  result  of  the  Oonsnl's  cab- 
inet council  was  taken.  But,  in  this  very  let- 
ter, Mr.  livingston  tells  his  ooUeagne  he  had 
paved  the  w^  for  him.  What  did  he  mean  by 
this,  if  he  had  lost  all  hope  ? 

It  is  sud,  too,  that  this  same  language  was 
repeated  on  the  night  of  the  12th,  and  that  it 
was  recorded  in  Mr.  Monroe's  journftl.  There 
is  something  that  always  struck  me  as  singular 
in  thus  recording  what  was  said  in  a  friendly 
visit  made  at  the  moment  of  his  arrival.  Why 
was  this  treasured  up,  even  if  it  was  rightly 
apprehended?  Bat,  nr,  there  was  evident 
nusapprehenmon  or  inaccuracy ;  for  Mr.  liv- 
ingston  oould  not,  on  the  12th,  at  night,  have 
used  this  language,  when  he  had  the  day  before 
received  the  overtures  ftom  M.  Marbois,  and 
even  discussed  the  prioe.  He  very  probably 
did  repeat  that  they  would  have  negotiated  to 
greater  advanta^  if  Kew  Orleans  had  been 
taken;  and  is  it  not  probable,  too,  that  he 
might  not  think  it  prudent  to  express  what  he 
really  bought  in  the  presence  of  a  young  gen- 
tleman he  did  not  know,  and  of  whose  discre- 
tion he  oonld  not  be  assnred,  and  that  he  re- 
served the  commuidcation  of  the  overtures  that 
had  been  made  to  him  for  a  fitter  oooasion  ?  It 
is  said,  indeed,  that  he  did  not  betieve  the  over- 
tures to  have  l>een  sincere;  but  whether  he 
thought  so  or  not,  he  wonld  have  been  Iwnnd 
to  communicate  them  to  Mr.  Monroe ;  and  his 
not  doing  so  on  ihat  occasion  pres  force  to  the 
conjecture  that  he  was  restramed  by  the  pres- 
fluce  of  a  third  person,  and  used  vague  expres- 
sions, which  were  not  accurately  rendered  in 
transferring  them  to  the  JonrnaL  But  Marbois, 
it  is  said,  thought  that  Mr.  LivinjUton  was 
suspidous  of  the  sinoerily  of  the  offers;  bat 
for  tibis  argument  it  nnfortunately  happens  that 
M.  Marhou  takes  hia  fact  from  Mr.  Monroe, 
and  quotes  his  memoir  for  his  authority;  so 
that,  in  relying  on  Marbois's  authority,  Mr. 
Monroe  only  quotes  his  own. 

Bat  whatever  were  Mr.  Livingston's  impr^s- 
sionsj  they  could  not  alter  the  facts,  that  the 
decision  to  cede  LoulsiauA  was  taken  two  days 
before  Mr.  Monroe  arrived  in  Paris,  and  that 
decision  made  under  the  pressnre  of  causes 
which  Mr.  Monroe  had  no  snare  in  producing, 
and  of  which  he  was  totally  ignorant—that  the 
cession  would  have  been  made  if  he  had  never 
arrived — that  the  conditions  even  were  not 
modified  by  his  interference.  The  sale  oi  the 
whole  province  being  resolved  on,  iiutead  of 
the  part  for  which  he  came  to  treat,  and  the 

Jirioe  fixed  bpr  the  First  Consul  on  the  11th,  be- 
6re  his  amval,  being  that  which  was  agreed 
upon  afterwards,  his  merit  consists  in  having 
agreed  with  his  colleague  in  exceeding  their  in- 
structions, and  taking  the  whole  instead  of 
part  And  yet  he  assumes  to  himself  the  whole 
credit  of  the  treaty ;  makes  no  allowance  to 
the  memory  of  a  man,  to  whose  able  and  l&- 
borious  n^[otiati<n,  whatever  there  was  of 
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merit,  in  the  preparatory  steps  taken  to  ensure 
the  oearion,  was  dae.  Near  two  ^ears  of  nnra- 
mitting  ezerUon  to  bring  abont  this  end  are 
considered  as  nothing  I  The  dilemma  to  which 
the  First  Consul  was  reduced  by  his  renewed 
promise  to  pay  the  debts — a  promise  procured 
by  a  bold  and  hazardona  departure  from  the 
usual  modes  of  negotiation — and  the  snggee- 
tion,  urged  with  so  much  force  in  the  memoir 
of  the  previoos  December,  that  they  were  used 
aa  argnments,  and  had  tiicdr  eflbct  in  Integing 
about  the  decision  of  the  First  Consul — all 
tJieao  are  passed  over  in  silence,  and  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Monroe*  the  bare  we^ht  of  whose  name 
before  he  had  arrived,  it  is  given  to  understand, 
had  more  more  weight  than  all  these ;  and  Mr. 
Idvingston'a  name  is  only  mentioned  to  give 
him  the  great  merit  of  agreeing  with  his  col- 
leu^e. 

Sir,  I  lament  that  ISi.  Monroe  should  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  pursue  this  course.  It 
is  unworthy  of  him,  and  of  Ihe  memory  of  a 
man  wi^  whom,  to  say  the  least,  he  would  not 
have  lessened  himself  by  acknowledging  as  aa 
eqnaL  His  course  has  obUged  me  to  make 
these  obedrvations,  which,  I  repeat,  are  not  in- 
tended to  ii^jnre  bis  clfum  on  the  justice  or 
gratitade  of  the  country.  My  duty  to  a  broth- 
er's memory  has  forced  &om  me  these  explana- 
tions. I  know  the  value  be  placed  on  the  share 
he  bad  in  annexing  the  vast  territory  of  Louis- 
iana to  our  confMeracy,  and  should  be  un- 
worthy of  the  honor  of  my  relation  to  him, 
uufidthfbl  to  his  memory  and  ungrateM  for  his 
fraternal  affection,  if  I  stood  by  and  silently 
permitted  any  one  to  assome  the  sole  credit 

What  I  have  said  is  not  intoided  to  injure 
any  obdm  Mr.  Monroe  may  have  on  the  Justice 
of  the  conntiy.  I  should  be  grieved  if  it  had 
that  efifect ;  nor  can  I  beUevelt  posstble  that  it 
should. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reacUng,  and  was  dedded  as  ibl- 
loara: 

Teas. — Vessrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Chambers,  Cfaose, 
ClaytoB,  Dudley,  Frelinghnysen,  Gmady,  Hayne, 
HeDdricks,  JohoatOD,  Livingstoo,  Harts,  Pdndez- 
ter,  Robinson,  Seymour,  ^bee,  8[nmgue,  Tasewell, 
Tyler,  WMey,  Woodbuiy— 22. 

lSi.T8. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Biimet,IMck- 
cnon,  Ellis,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Iredell,  Kane,  HcKinley, 
.Bobbins,  Rugglee,  Smith  of  Uaryland,  Troup — 16. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  patted. 


THDSSDJ.T,  March  8. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Chavbebs,  the  seventeenth 
joint  mle  was  suspended  for  this  day,  so  for  as 
respects  those  biua  which  have  passed  both 
Hooses,  or  require  for  their  final  passage  an  as- 
sent only  to  amendment, 

Foit  Office  I>tparUMnt. 

Jir.  OhkTtos,  from  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  X6th  December  last,  to  inqoii* 


[HixcB,  1881. 

into  the  present  state  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, made  a  report,  enumerating  certain 
papers  communicated  by  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, which  he  was  instructed  by  the  commit- 
tee to  more  to  have  printed.  The  printing  was 
ordered. 

Mr.  Chaiibsbs  presented  the  following  me- 
morial from  Abraham  Bradley,  late  Asnstant 
Postmaster  General: 

7bth«B6norabUtke8enaUoftht  Umted  Blatet : 
The  memotial  of  Abraham  Bimdley,  kUe  ,Af^'f*"M 

Postmaster  General,  most  reqieotfiiUy  lepn- 

Bents-— 

That,  after  his  removal  from  office,  he,  as  is  well 
known  to  the  Senate,  presented  to  the  Prarident  of 
the  United  States  a  letter,  in  which,  among  othtv 
things,  he  stated  that  Ur,  Barry,  the  wesent  Post* 
master  General,  had  mads  an  extra  aUowaooe  to  a 
Hr.  Harrall,  a  mail  contractor,  and  to  others,  aa  thb 
memorialist  conceived,  without  warrant  of  law. 

A  copy  of  this  letter  having  been  called  for,  was 
presented  by  this  memorialist  to  the  present  Select 
Committee  of  the  Senate  on  the  Post  OJBce  Depart* 
ment. 

During  tiie  last  session  of  Congress,  a  call  was 
nuule  on  that  department,  at  the  instance  of  one  of 
the  Senatws  from  Oldo,  for  informaUon  relative  to 
the  extra  allowances  wfaloh  had  been  made  to  mall 
contraetots. 

The  response  of  the  dopaztment  to  t^  eaU  was 
submitted  to  the  view  tii  this  memoriaUstas  contain* 
ing  matters  in  which  he  was  deeply  conoemed. 
Upon  examining  it  to  ascertun  if  his  recollection 
of  Harrall'a  case  was  correct,  be  was  unmeasurably 
astonished  to  find  that  the  extra  allowance  was 
there  charged  to  have  been  made  by  him,  acting  as 
Postmaster  GeneraL  It  was  evident  that  the  doc* 
omenta  bad  been  originally  ^fibrent,  that  an  erasure 
bad  been  made,  and  the  name  of  this  memorii^ 
inserted.  Induced  by  this  to  examine  ftirtiier,  he 
found  tliat  forty-nine  cases  of  extra  allowance  were 
in  that  document  charged  to  have  been  made  by 
him.  Tlurty-six  of  these  were  rimilar  to  the  case 
of  Eamdl ;  iha  original  document  had  been  muti- 
lated, and  the  name  of  A.  Bradley,  Jr^  acting  as 
Postmaster  General,  earefiilly  Inserted.  - 

This  memorialist  called  the  attenUon  of  tiie  com- 
mittee to  these  circomatances,  as  evidence  of  an  at- 
tempt to  impeach  his  testimony,  and  to  load  his  of- 
ficial conduct  with  opprobrium,  being  public  docu- 
mentary proof  from  the  boolcs  of  the  department, 
that  he  bad  squandered  the  public  funds  daring  the 
few  days  he  bad  acted  as  Postmaster  General,  between 
the  10th  of  Haidi,  when  Hr,  HcLean  left  Uie  office, 
and  the  6th  of  April,  when  Xr.  Barry  came  Into  It, 
and  that,  in  order  to  screen  himself^  he  bad  charged 
these  thinga  upon  the  latter  gentleman.  The  com- 
mittee kindly  anthoriaed  a  sub-committee  to  ao- 
company  this  memorialist  to  the  department  yester- 
day, die  S8th  instant,  to  aaoeruun  whether  Ui 
statements  were  correct.  Tour  memorialist  confi- 
dently appeals  to  those  gentlemen,  in  support  of  the 
iact,  that  it  satis&ctorily  appeared  to  them,  that  In 
this  case  of  Harrairs,  aa  well  as  in  every  other  case 
but  one  in  which  an  erasure  had  been  made,  Hr. 
Barry  was  originally  and  properly  charged — and 
that  it  was  there  asserted  that  tbesa  erasorea  had 
been  made  by  mistake,  and  his  name  insetted  by 
mistake.  The  gentlemen  had  not  time  to  pirsae 
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thdr  ioqabr,  and  do  examination  wu  nude  Into 
thow  etMS  wi^niUly  cbftrged  to  jaw  niMDoriaBit. 

In  vhateAr  muiner  these  mutilfttions  of  the  ori^ 
Inal  docnment  may  have  ooonrred,  and  these  fitlae 
uneadmeats  to  it  nude  bj  mistake  or  not,  the  efEact 
most  be,  if  it  goes  to  the  world,  to  itynre,  if  not  to 
ctectroj,  a  reputation  upon  which  your  memorialist, 
after  nearly  forty  years'  public  serrice,  must  mainly 
reW  for  support.  The  Senate  has,  as  he  has  been 
innnned,  directed  ^ia  r^rt  to  be  printed. 

If  this  shoold  be  done,  and  it  should,  with  all  its 
&lfleh6odB  and  injuriooB  tendency,  be  spread  before 
the  people  under  the  sanction  of  the  Senate  of  the 
Uidied  States,  your  memorialist  sabmlts  that  great 
i^joatice  must  necessarily  foUowto  him.  He  there- 
fore prays  that  soeh  order  may  be  taken  by  the  Sen- 
ate, as  will  eeeue  his  right,  and  eqtMiBlly  preserre 
flw  reputadtMi  vUdi  doonments  pablidMd  by  the 
Mithority  of  the  Senate  should  dwagrepoaseas.  And 
fan  memorl^st,  as  in  du^  bound,  is. 

Jfardt  1,  1811.         ABRAHAU  BBADLET. 

Hr.  0hu(bxb8  moTed  that  the  order  for  the 
printing  of  the  report  referred  to  be  rescinded. 

Mr.  Grdhdt  thought  the  better  coarse  would 
be — the  right  way  to  do  jostioe — to  print  the 
report,  and  sabjoin  to  it  the  memorial  of  Ur. 
Bradley,  and  the  testimonj  of  Meeen.  Brown, 
Sottar,  et  al 

Hr.  CUTTOV,  ohiurmaa  <tf  the  Seleet  Oom- 
adttee  to  whom  those  doonmente  had  been  re- 
ferred, rose,  and  ohseored  that  they  were  very 
Totamittoiia,  purporting  to  be  answers  to  the 
resolation  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th  April  last, 
which  directed  the  Postmaster  Goaeral  to  re- 
port "  copies  of  all  existing  coDtracts  made  by 
him  or  hid  predecessor  in  office,  on  which  al- 
lowances have  he&a  made  for  additional  ser- 
Tices;  designating,  in  each  case,  how  mooh 
and  what  additional  service  has  been  perform- 
ed, and  by  whom  it  was  required,  and  desi^ 
Dating  also  what  Bam  has  been  allowed  in  each 
oaae  lor  soch  additional  serrio^,  and  by  whom 
it  was  allowed."  The  answer  to  this  call  was 
kqiC  back  nntal  abont  the  10th  of  last  month. 
Daring  debi^  which  oecurred  here  on  th» 
resolnBon  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
among  other  things  then  said,  I  complained  of 
this  delay  as  an  evidence  of  a  design  to  bafBe 
inquiry  into  the  concerns  of  the  department ; 
Baa,  after  that,  the  report  c^ed  for  in  April, 
1830,  came  in.  It  was  first  referred  to  the 
standing  committee  on  the  Post  Office,  al- 
tiioogh  I  prayed  for  its  reference  to  the  Select 
Oommittaa,  to  whom  unquestionably,  as  we 
now  see,  it  properly  bdooged.  The  standing 
oonmuttoe,  without  ezunination,  as  we  most 
■oppose^  recommended  it  to  be  printed,  and  the 
SeniCe  ordered  It  to  be  printed.  After  this, 
and  aboat  a  week  sinoe,  it  was  referred  to  the 
Select  Oommittee.  They  ezan^ned  It  and  have 
ascertained  that  in  thlrt^-siz  oases  of  extra  al- 
lowance to  contractors  scattered  through  these 
documents,  embracing  some  of  the  grtMsest  vi- 
olations of  the  law  in  granting  away  the  pablio 
money  to  mail  ooatractors,  the  allowancea  liave 
been  ftbetr  nt  down  as  faavii^  been  made  ij 


[Skmatb. 

Abraham  Bradley,  as  acting  or  assistant  Post- 
master General^  -whoa,  in  Uiese  very  cases,  the 
allowanees  were  actually  made  by  the  present 
Postmaster  General;  and  for  the  trnth  oi  this 
I  refer  to  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Bradley,  those 
of  the  clerics  in  the  department,  and  the  report 
itself  of  the  Postmaster  General  in  answer  to 
the  call,  all  now  on  the  table  before  you,  as 
well  as  to  the  statements  of  the  Senators  from 
Mfdne  and  Tennessee,  (Messrs.  Houns  and 
Gbundt,)  who  went  to  the  deparlanent  as  a 
sub-committee,  by  onr  direction,  to  ascertain 
the  fects.  These  documents,  in  each  of  these 
cases,  exhibit  to  yonr  eye  palpable  erasures, 
where  the  name  of  William  T.  Bartj,  Post* 
master  GeoeraL"  has  been  robbed  out^  and  that 
of  Abraham  Bradley,  acting  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral," iAserted.  The  resnlt  of  the  examination 
was,  that  Ur.  Barry^  name  was  originally 
written  down  on  the  documents  as  the  person 
who  made  the  allowances,  according  to  the 
truth — that  the  name  of  Hr.  Bradley  was  af- 
terwards inserted,  and  now  stands  in  each  of 
these  thirty- 4x  cases,  which,  call  them  false* 
hoods,  errors,  or  what  you  please,  certainly 
misrepresent  the  fact,  llien  it  is  also  n^ces- 
sary  to  state  that  the  letter  of  Abraham  Brad- 
ley to  the  President,  which  was  read  in  the  de- 
bate here  on  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee,  charing  Mr.  Barry  with  gross  vio- 
lation of  the  law  in  some  of  these  oases,  (par* 
ticularly  in  the  case  of  the  South  Oarolina  con- 
tract,) was  written  more  than  a  year  ago,  and 
shortly  after  his  removal  from  office ;  that  this 
letter  had  been  sworn  to  by  Hr.  Bradley  in  the 
committee ;  and  that  the  tendency  of  this  falsi- 
fication of  the  documents,  if  xmdeteoted,  was 
to  convict  Hr.  Bradley  of  swearing  falsely, 
who,  in  saying  on  his  oath  that  the  Postmaster 
General  made  the  allowances,  stated  the  exact 
truth.  Sir,  I  have  t>estowed  much  attention  on 
these  papers,  and  I  do  not  undertake  to  say 
that  these  are  all  the  misrepresentations  con- 
tained in  them.  They  are  moogh,  howevw, 
to  induce  the  Senate,  both  in  justice  to  its  own 
character,  and  the  repntation  of  an  ezoellent 
citizen  and  an  innocent  man,  to  refuse  to  give 
any  publicity  to  doenmente  which  all  can  see, 
and  all  now  admit  to  t>e  sporioua  and  mutilated. 
If  they  be  printed  even  with  the  evidence 
which  proves  th«n  felse,  still  injustice  may 
possibly  resnlt  from  it ;  for  it  will  appear  to 
the  world,  that  the  Senate  had  some  confidence 
in  these  papers ;  and  it  may  happen  that  those 
who  shall  hereafter  read  the  calumny  will  not, 
among  such  a  mass  of  papers,  also  advert  to  the 
refutation  of  it.  At  the  time  these  papers 
were  sent  in,  Bradley  was  a  witness  against 
the  department,  and  under  examination  before 
the  committee.  All  here  know  what  an  ^rt 
was  made  in  jmblic  diBeasrion  to  impeach  his 
Toradty,  and  I  trast  all  will  now  adnut  bow  en- 
tirely that  effbrt  fidled.  But  I  will  not  stop  to 
Inqube  into  the  motives  of  those  who  directed 
those  altwations  to  be  made.  With  motivea 
we  have  now  nothing  to  do.  Bat  the  fact  is 
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incontrovertible,  that  these  docnments  are  on- 
worthy  of  credit.  It  is  therefore  unworthy  of 
the  Senate  to  pnbllsh  them,  and  I  hope  the  or- 
der for  their  publication,  made  in  an  nngoarded 
moment,  may  be  rescinded. 

Mr.  HoLHBB  Bfud:  Mr.  President,  having 
been  selected  by  the  committee  as  a  snb-com- 
mittee  with  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Gkdhdt,)  to  go  to  the  d^uutment,  examine  the 
booksy  and  asoertain  what  was  the  tmth,  we 
took  with  OS  the  witnen  under  examination, 
and  proceeded  to  the  General  Post  Office.  "We 
took  also  the  abstract  of  allowances,  now  be- 
fore the  Senate.  This  abstract  was  obtuned  by 
a  call  made  on  the  14th  of  April  last,  made  by  a 
Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Bdbnxt,)  requiring, 
among,  other  things,  information  of  extra  al- 
lowancea  made  to  contractors,  and  for  what  ad- 
ditional services,  that  the  Senate  might  com- 
pare the  value  of  the  service  with  uxe  com- 
pensation. The  answer  to  this  call  did  not 
come  to  the  Senate  until  the  10th  of  February 
of  thia  wsslon,  near  nine  moathei.  It  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office,  &c, 
and  by  them  returned  to  the  Senate  on  the  82d, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  waa  then  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Inqniry.  It  was  vo- 
lominouB,  and  exceediDgly  confused ;  but  some 
members  of  the  committee  discovered  at  once 
that  it  must  be  erroneous,  to  say  the  least.  The 
fact  is,  that  Mr.  McLean  left  the  department 
about  the  10th  of  March,  1829— that  Mr.  A. 
Bradley,  the  senior  as^tant,  was  then  the 
acting  Postmaster  Qeneral,  as  locum  tenant 
from  that  time  until  the  7th  of  April,  less  than 
foor  weeks.  Still,  within  that  time,  additional 
allowances  appeared  by  tJiis  "  abstract "  to 
have  been  inade,  about  42,000  dollars. 
TTpoD  ezamioiDg  this  "abstract,"  it  appeared, 
mtHBOver,  that  there  bad  been  thirty-six  eras- 
ures, and  A.  Bradley's  name  inserted.  Hie  al- 
lowance to  Harrall  appeared  tiie  most  extraor- 
^nary.  -  This  was  a  case  of  erasure.  It  seems 
that  Bradley  had,  on  the  17th  of  October,  1829, 
in  a  letter  to  the  President,  among  other  thiugs, 
charged  Mr.  Barry  witb  prodigality,  and  lud 
instanced  this  allowance  to  Harrall.  Harrall's 
contract  was  for  carrying  the  mail  from  George- 
town  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  for  6,W)0 
dollars,  and  the  extra  allowance  was  1,992  dol- 
lars, about  thirty-three  per  cent. ;  and  the  eanse 
aUe^  was  two  bonrs'  expedition ;  the  lav 
lowing  only  a  pro  rata  addition,  whidi  would 
have  heen  abont  eight  per  cent  if  the  two 
bonrs*  expedition  had  been  required.  But  here 
was  another  error  in  the  abstract,  the  expedi- 
tion required  being  only  one  and  a  half  hour. 

Thia  extravagance,  which  Bradley,  in  his  let- 
ter to  the  President,  had  charged  upon  Barry, 
and  had  before  the  committee  verified  it  by  bis 
oath,  Barry  had,  in  an  official  oommuuicatioQ, 
charged  t>ack  upon  Bradley.  The  reputation 
of  these  two  gentlemen  seemed,  therefore,  to 
be  BO  deeply  involved,  that  it  became  the  duty 
of  the  committee  to  ascertain  how  the  fact 
was,  and  the  sub-oommittee  was  aooordingly 
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appointed.  In  pursnauoe  of  thia  appointment, 
we  proceeded  to  the  department;  Mr.  Barry 
was  not  there;  we  inquired  of  M9.  Gardner, 
the  assistant,  and  others,  for  the  persons  who 
made  out  the  abstracts,"  and  Mr.  Taylor  and 
Mr.  Dundas  wwe  inlmduoed,  and,  after  a  preliut* 
inary  examination,  wore  sworn  and  testified. 
We  recurred  to  the  erasures,  and  asked  what 
was  erased  to  make  the  blaiiks  which  were  filled 
by  Mr.  Bradley's  name  ?  They  answered,  Mr. 
Barry's  and  Mr.  McLean's,  but  chiefly  Mr.  Bar- 
ry's. "Why  were  Messrs.  McLew  and  Barry's 
names  first  inserted  t  Because  they  supposed 
it  was  right ;  but  Mr.  Brown,  by  order  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  as  he  said,  had  determined 
otherwise,  and  directed  this  nile :  to  take  the 
ledger,  and  look  at  the  aoooont  of  the  con- 
tractor which  was  acMosted  for  each  quarter, 
and  if  the  credit  of  the  allowance  at  tiie  end 
of  the  qnarter  is  carried  into  Bradley's  time, 
cfaai^  the  allowance  to  him.  It  appeared  that 
the  aooount  with  Harrall  was  acljnsted  and  bal- 
anced to  the  end  of  the  quarter,  to  wit,  the  1st 
of  April ;  and,  as  Gaoler  was  then  acting 
Poetanaster  General,  this  auowaiute  was  conse- 
quently charged  to  him,    I  inquired  if  this 

anarter's  account  was  adjusted  and  halloed  at 
le  time  it  bears  date  ?  The  answer  was,  no ; 
and  not,  probably,  untU  June.  Whether,  if  the 
allowance  had  been  made  between  the  Ist  ot 
April  (the  end  of  the  qnarter)  and  June,  the 
time  of  actual  adjustment,  it  would  have  been 
carried  to  Harrall's  credit  in  that  .quarter }  The 
answer  was,  that  it  would.  Do  not  you,  then, 
we  asked,  see  the  fallacy  <^  yoor  rule  in  prov- 
ing who  was  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  who  made 
the  allowance?  Your  qnarter  dosed  on  the 
Ist  of  April,  and  Bradley'a  functions  ceased  on 
the  7th,  and  yonr  adjustnteat  of  the  quarter 
was  made  on  uie  first  oi  June.  If  this  allow- 
anoe  had  been  made  any  time  between  the  7th 
of  April  and  1st  of  June^  and  you  had  carried 
it  Iwck  to  the  1st  of  Apnl,  do  yon  not  see  that 
you  fix  on  Bradley  an  allowance  made  by  Bar- 
ry? Brin^  your  ori^al  entry,  where,  oou- 
ceming  this  allowance,  yon  first  put  pen  to  pa- 
per, no  matter  what  is  the  name  of  the  book  or 
document.  They  brought  "  the  cash  book ; " 
there  the  allowance  was  stated,  and  the  time 
for  which  it  was  made,  bat  not  when  the  de- 
cision was  made.  Bnt  I  perodvedt  in  a  snudl 
note  in  red  ink,  "  see  letter  of  18th  April"  I 
demanded  the  letter,  and  it  was  lovDght ;  and, 
behold,  it  was  a  letter  of  Phiueas  Bradley  to 
Harrall,  dx  days  after  Abraham's  functions 
had  ceased,  statiug  that  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral (Barry)  had  examined  his  dum  for  extra 
compeusation,  and  had  directed  him  to  pass  the 
sum  of  1,992  60  per  annum  to  his  orodit,  as 
extra  allowance.  Here  the  thing  was  settied. 
The  charge  of  Bradley  to  the  Preudent,  of 
Barry's  extra  allowance,  was  true ;  the  attempt 
in  Barry's  official  report  to  shoulder  it  off 
Bradley  was  entirely  defeated.  The  Anistant 
Postmaster  General,  Gardner,  and  Ohi^  ClerlL 
Brown,  were  fivoed  to  admit  the  wror,  ana 
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that  tho  rale  vhioh  had  fixed  ahont  $40,000  of 
aUowmoes  open  Bradley,  took  these  aUowmces 
tKm  HeLean,  hot  chiefly  ttam  Barry,  where 
Utej  in  ftot  beloiiged,  and  cbarmd  them  upon 
BnMley,  where  they  did  not  bSong.  It  was 
■trange,  indeed,  that  this  abstract  shoald  have 
been,  at  first,  made  out  correctly,  and  that  Mo- 
liSan  and  Bury's  names  should  have  been  im- 
properly Mased  and  Bradley's  improperly  in- 
serted. Kow,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that 
chaises  so  grn.v6  as  thoee  presented  by  Bradley 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his 
letter  of  the  I7th  of  October,  were  never  oom- 
mnmcated  to  the  Foatmaater  General.  Mr. 
Bradley  had  been  an  Assistant  Postmaster  Qen- 
caral  fku  thirty  years^  and,  in  all  that  time,  had 
maintained  an  iReproauiaUe  dharaotw.  He 
had  been  removed  without  being  permitted  to 
know  ttie  oaoM.  One  the  cERrgea  (to  wit, 
prodigality)  which  he  prefers  against  the  Post- 
master General,  (Barry,)  is  attempted  to  be  shoul- 
dered off  on  him.  This  the  witness  declares  on 
oath  was  the  act  of  Barry  himself  and  prores 
it  in  the  way  I  hare  stated. 

The  depositions  of  Brown,  Dnndas,  Taylor, 
Sntter,  and  Gardner,  admit  the  misrepresenta- 
tion in  this  "  abstract ;"  but  "  it  is  an  innocent 
mistake."  It  may  be  so,  and  we  wish,  in  all 
diarity,  that  we  tiad  i>etter  gronnda  to  presume 
it.  lliis  abstract "  is  neitber  an  oiiginai  rec- 
ord, nor  a  oopy  from  any  record.  It  states 
MeAyin  each  case  the  amount  of  Ibe  contract, 
Hie  name  of  the  contractor,  the  amount  of  the 
extra  aUowance,  and  for  what  time.  It  is 
nether  an  extract  nor  abstract  from  any  reo- 
orA  OF  doonment.  It  is  rather  a  compuation 
a£  these  facts  from  the  letters,  the  cash  i>ook, 
and  the  ledger.  It  seems  nngular  that  there  is 
no  direct  record  of  the  time  when  these  allow- 
ances were  granted.  Bnt,  nevertheless,  it  hap- 
pended  in  this  case  that  the  sabordinate  officers 
fonnd  no  difficulty  in  ascert^ing  which  Post- 
master Gener^  did  make  the  allowances ;  and 
notliing  bnt  the  mle  promulgated  1^  Hr.  O.  B. 
Brown  changed  the  n|^t  into  a  wrong.  Kow, 
it  would  seem  tiiat  a  rale  so  utterly  nllacBona 
aa  this^  would  werate  sometimea  toe,  and  some- 
times ag^nst,  Mr.'  Bradley ;  bnt  this  (strange 
to  tell)  operated  in  every  case  against  him,  and 
fixed  upon  him  the  most  numerous  and  extrav- 
agant extra  allowances  that  were  ever  made  in 
twice  that  distance  of  time.  Considering, 
therefore,  that  Mr.  Barry  had  l>een,  long  before 
this,  presented  to  the  Prendent  for  extrava- 
gance in  these  allowances ;  that  his  answer  to 
a  can  from  the  Senate  had  i>een  altered,  by 
erasures,  so  as  to  remove  this  chaive  from  him, 
and  fix  it  on  Bradley ;  that  the  nlsity  of  the 
oSkaal  docnment  had  been  detected,  and  ao- 
Jmowledged  by  the  officers  who  have  the  chief 
management  of  the  department ;  it  is  for  the 
pn'Uio  to  dedide  whether  snoh  errors  in  such  a 
department,  which  combine  to  destroy  the  fur 
fluitte  ci  a  worthy  and  highly  distingniahed  dt- 
inn,  are  to  be  a8ail>ed  to  gross  ignoianoe  or 
taiedMlga. 


From  all  the  evidence  which  we  obtained 
from  the  department,  it  would  seem  that,  in 
less  than  four  weeks.  Hr.  Bradley  is  made  to 
have  givoi  extra  allowances  in  fwty-seTen 
oases ;  in  thirty-six  of  which  Mr.  McL^tn  and 
Bany  were  rightly  charged,  but  their  names 
were  erased,  and  Bradley°s  wrongfblly  inserted. 
It  appears  further,  that  though  the  call  as  to 
these  extra  allowances,  which  was  made  nine 
months  before  it  was  answered,  extended  also 
to  the  reasons  or  consideration  for  them,  yet  in 
very  few  instances  has  the  reason  or  consid- 
eration been  ^ven;  and  in  some  it  is  found 
that  it  has  bMn  erroneously  ^ven.  In  tliia 
very  case  of  Hanall,  all  that  is  pretended  to 
have  been  gained  for  tiiis  $1,892  per  annum,  ia 
expediting  two  hours  in  twenty-four,  whiclu 
upon  inqmry,  tonu  out  to  be  but  an  hour  ana 
a  ball  In  the  short  time  tiiat  this  mass  of 
matter  has  been  before  us,  we  have  ^soovered 
enouffh  to  convince  me  that  this  mutilated, 
manned,  perverted  document  never  ought  to 
go  to  the  public  with  the  sanction  of  the  Ben- 
ate.  The  Senator  from  Tennessee  suggesta  that 
the  petition  and  this  docnment  may  both  be 
poblisbed.  Bnt  the  committee  know  that  the 
petition  is  true  and  the  docnment  is  not  Shall 
we,  then,  ^ve  currency  to  official  slander 
against  a  citizen  who  has  served  yun  near  for^ 
years  with  distingnished  ability  and  stem  In- 
tegrity t  -  If  his  ftithfol  services  could  not  save 
him  bom  a  rdentieee  proscription,  but  he  must 
be  cast  upon  the  world  in  the  evening  of  hia 
days,  penniless,  and  without  employ,  surely  we 
wul  not  give  currenf^'  to  that  whidi,  if  troe^ 
would  consign  him  to  in&my,  bnt  which  we 
know  is  a  gross  fsbrioation.  If  you  will  con- 
sent to  adopt  a  resolution,  directing  the  printer 
to  enclose  the  erasures  in  brackets,  and  insert 
this  resolution  in  a  noto  at  the  bottom  of  each 
page  which  shall  contain  an  erasure,  the  anti- 
dote would  then  go  with  the  poison,  and  no 
harm  would  be  done.  But,  as  it  is,  I  protest 
agidnst  such  ti^nstioe. 

The  question  was  thm  put  oa  suspending  the 
printing,  and  determined  ia  the  affirmative^ 

MM.  MA. 

Penal  Code. 

Mr.  LivnraaToir,  of  Louisiana,  s^d,  it  would 
be  remembered,  that,  on  the  last  day  of  the 
last  s^on,  he  had  laid  on  the  table  a  bill  to 
establish  a  system  of  penal  law,  with  the 
avowed  intention  of  submitting  it  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate  at  this  session.  The 
time  occupied  by  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
during  the  beginning,  and  the  extraordinary 
press  of  bn^ess  during  the  remiunder  of  the 
sesNon,  concurred  with  other  circumstances  in 
preventing  Mm  from  bringing  it  up.  Among 
them  was  a  propositicm  for  appointing  commis- 
sioners to  frame  a  code  of  laws  for  the  District 
of  Colombia ;  for  that  part  of  which,  relating 
to  penal  law,  tiiis  system  forms  an  important 
point.  That  pnmMntion  having,  within  a  few 
daya,  fsOed,  Mr.  L.  said  he  woold  now,  in  jfor- 
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snance  of  nolice  given  on  a  former  day,  more 
for  le&re  to  bring  in  his  bill.  It  was  his  inten- 
tion, had  time  permitted,  to  hare  developed  the 
principles  of  the  bill,  some  of  which  would  be 
foond  extremely  important.  Under  preseiit 
ciroomstancea,  he  wonld  confine  himself  to  say- 
ing that  it  laid  down  general  principles  appli- 
cable to  the  sabjecL  provided  for  the  case  of 
those  general  acts  which  onght  to  be  punishable 
under  the  powers  vested  in  the  General  Gov- 
enuneDtf  ia  whatever  part  of  the  tnited  States 
th^  may  be  ocanmittea,  and  then  whioh  may 
lie  oomiiaitted  in  plaoea  under  the  exdusive 
Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  indodlng^  of 
course,  the  District  of  Columbia — that  it  aa- 
otu-atel^  defined  all  offences,  provided  as  well 
for  their  prevention  as  their  punishment — in- 
cludes a  complete  system  of  procedure — a  code 
of  prison  discipline,  and  a  Iwok  of  definitions, 
explaining  all  the  tedmioal  words  used  in  every 
part  of  the  eysbem.  He  woald  mention  two 
important  features  in  the  plan — ^the  oq^  was, 
providing,  br  positive  law,  for  defining  and 
punishing  offences  against  the  laws  of  nations, 
and,  amoDg  them,  smne  which  had  hitherto  been 
left  without  any  sanctmn;  sudt  as  offences 
aeainst  that  law  whioh  regulated,  in  modern 
nmes,  the  oondnet  of  etvuised  nalitnu  with 
respect  to  each  other  in  time  of  war  as  wdl  as 
of  peace.  As  these  were  entoely  new,  Mr.  L. 
said  he  wished,  when  tbe'docoxnent  was  pat  in 
the  bands  (tf  the  Senators,  th^  won^  pay  par- 
ticular attention  to  its  provisions,  as  well  as  to 
one  most  important  principle  which  pervades  the 
whole— the  total  aoolition  of  the  punishment 
of  death.  To  this  he  invited  the  Senators  to 
give  a  most  serions  reflection,  that  they  might 
be  prepared  to  meet  the  discussion  which  he 
should  think  it  a  duty  to  invite  at  the  next 
sendon. 

Having  been  prevented,  by  the  reasons  which 
he  had  mentioned,  ftom  explaining  the  pro- 
vLdons  of  the  system  in  an  aadress  to  the  Sen- 
ate, he  would  Buj^dy  It  by  an  introdnotory  repwt 
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which  would  be  ddivered  to  the  members  of 
both  Houses,  together  with  the  system.  Hr. 
L.  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill, 
which  was  granted. 

Hr,  Bobbins  said  that  he  held  a  document  on 
tiie  subject  of  the  abolition  of  the  punishment 
of  death,  which  he  thought  would  be  very  use- 
ful to  the  Senate  in  forming  an  opinion  on  that 
subject  It  consisted  of  extracts  frtHn  reports 
made  to  the  Legislature  of  Lomsiana  by  the 
Senator  from  th^  State,  which  had  been  lately 
republished  in  P«msylTania.  He  inored  that 
it  might  ti>e  printed ;  which  was  ordered. 

On  moticn  of  Hr.  'WoomimT,  the  Senate 
then  went  into  ezeentiTe  budnen^  and  satviUk 
dosed  doors  till  foor  o'clook,  when  th^  took  a 
recess  till  six. 

XVKHINa  SSBBION. 

The  Senate  re-assembled  at  six  o'docd:,  and 
immediately  went  into  the  consideration  of 
executive  bosineas,  and  sat  with  dosed  doors 
until  half  past  seven. 

Messrs.  Woodbubt  and  Busmcr  were  then 
appointed  a  committee,  to  join  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  to 
waitonthe  Frecndmtof  the  United  Sti^  and 
Inlbrm  him  that,  unless  he  had  some  fbrther 
communications  to  make  to  that  body,  it  was 
reedy  to  adjourn. 

The  committee  soon  after  retnnied,  and  noti- 
fied the  Senate  that  the  committee  bad  attend- 
ed to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  that  the 
Presideot  informed  them  he  had  noftartbereom- 
mnnications  to  make. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House  of 
Representatives  that  the  Senate,  having  concluded 
Uie  legialative  business  before  i^  are  now  ready  to 
a^outn. 

The  Secretary  having  returned, 
The  Pbuidkht  jw.  tern,  acyonrned  the  Boiata 
tine  die. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONaSSSS.  £09 


TWENTT-riBST  COirGBESS.--SECOND  SESSION. 


FBO0££I>INQS  AND  DEBATES 

IK 

THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


MoNDAT,  December  6, 1880. 

At  12  o*aloek  preoisely,  the  roll  of  members 
WAS  called  over  by  the  Olerk  of  the  House, 
(ICatthbw  St.  Claie  Clarks,)  and  it  appeared 
that  ooe  fatmdred  and  seTeDtj-flre  Members 
and  two  Delegates  were  presmt. 

The  Olerk  uving  annoonoed  that  a  qnorom 
of  tike  Home  waa  Meaent— 

Me,  Abqhib^  of  vi^t^nia,  rose,  and  tliat 
be  was  requested  by  his  coUeagne,  Ha  Sfkakkb 
4^  this  House,  to  state,  that  he  was  prevented 
from  attending  by  in^spoeition ;  bat  that  he 
expected  to  be  u>l6  to  reach  the  city  before 
the  osoal  honr  of  sitting  of  the  Honse  to- 
morrow. A  geaUeman  who  had  arrived  in  the 
«ty  in  this  morning's  m^-boat,  brought  infor- 
mation  tbet  he  passed  the  Speaker  yesterday 
on  his  road  to  this  plaoe.  In  anticipation  of 
the  question  which  might  be  presented  by  the 
absence  of  the  Speaker,  Mr.  A.  said  he  had 
loK^ed  to  the  records,  to  asoertain  what  had 
beoi  the  jnvctioe  of  the  Honse  tm  like  oases 
hm^tm.  He  found  that  it  had  beoi  two- 
fUd :  in  one  or  more  oasea,  the  House  having, 
on  abs«Qoe  of  the  Speuer,  a^^onmed  tnm 
daj  to  day,  and  in  two  cases,  oocuning  in  one 
year,  (1798,)  having  elected  a  Speaker  jMv  tmt- 
pore.  He  had  risen,  he  said,  only  to  m^e  the 
comnmnication  which  he  had  done  from  the 
Speaker,  and  to  state  what  had  been  the  prac- 
tiee  heretofore.  It  would  be  for  the  House  to 
determine  what  coarse  it  would  pnrsne  on  the 
present  occasion. 

Mr.  Folk,  of  Tennessee,  s^d,  after  the  com- 
monioalaou  which  had  juat  been  made  to  ibB 
House,  It  being  probaUe  that  the  Speaks:  would 
1w  here  tiMDorrow,  he  dionld  propoae  that  the 
House  do  now  a^oum  until  to-morrow. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  motiu,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  Honse  a^Joomed. 


ToisDAT,  December  7. 

The  Speaker  ([the  Hop.  Ahdbbw  SrsrvmojXf 
of  Virginia)  beiag  present  this  day,  took  the 
cbtur  at  12  o'clock. 

The  joamal  of  yesterday  having  been  read, 
the  members  elected  since  the  last  session  were 
sworn  in. 

Messages  were  then  Interchanged  between  the 

two  Houses,  that  they  were  respectively  ready 
to  proceed  to  hnsiness. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed,  to  join 
each  committee  as  should  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate  to  vrait  upon  the  President, 
and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  were 
formed,  and  ready  to  receive  any  communica' 
tion  which  he  might  have  to  make. 

Soon  after  which  Mr.  Hatkbs  reported  that 
the  committee  had  performed  ihe  dntj  aseogned 
to  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  it 
was  drtenuined  that  two  chaplains  should  be 
^fpointed,  as  nsnal,  of  diffore&t  denominaticnui, 
to  interbhange  weekly  between  tiie  two  Houses. 

The  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  waa  then  brought  in 'by  his  private 
Secretary,  Mr.  Donelson,  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed — ^referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  Fur  Message 
see  Senate  Frooeediog^  p.  100. 


Thubsdat,  Deoembo'  9. 
Fretidrnt^B  Metaage — B^(grene«  fh«  fwpM- 
tive  parts  to  the  different  Committae$. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hoffxan,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
an  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  WioKuwa  in 
theoh^. 

Mr.  HonvAmr  moved  resolutions  referring 
the  varions  sabjects  of  the  President's  Mes- 
aige  to  difliuwit  standing  and  sdeot  committees. 
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AU  were  referred,  without  qaestion,  until  the 
slzOi  resolntion  wsb  arrived  tib,  which  was  in 
tSteee  words : 

"  Betolved,  That  80  mucli  of  tlie  swd  ¥e8flage  u 
relates  to  the  public  debt,  the  rerenue,  its  securit;, 
«nd  coUectioD,  the  Bonk  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  omnizadoD  of  a  bank  founded  on  poblio  and 
ludividoBl  depodtB,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Wajs  and  Means." 

Hr.  'WxTSTK  moved  to  amend  the  stud  resolu- 
tion, by  striking  out  the  words  "  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  tiie  orgwization  of  a 
bank  founded  on  public  and  iudiTidoal  depos- 
its," and  at  Uie  end  of  the  said  resolution  to 
add  tiie  following : 

"And  that  so  mooh  of  the  said  Message  as  refers 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtei,  and  to  the  omui- 
izalion  of  a  bank  as  a  biaooh  of  the  TreaBoir  i>e- 
fiartment,  be  referred  to  a  Select  Comniittee.*' 

lib'.  Tatlob  moved  for  a  division  of  the 

aaeation,  so  tiiat  tiie  sense  of  the  committee 
lionld  first  be  had  on  striking  ont. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and. 
The  qnesdon  being  vat  hj  the  <Aalr, 
It  was  dedded  in  tlie  negativa— onlj  fi%- 
fimr  ri^E^  in  fitvor  of  stacking  out. 

The  remainder  of  the  reeolntions  were  then 
Bererally  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
resc^ntions  as  amended  to  &e  Honse. 

The  qnestion  being  stated  from  the  Oh  au- 
to agree  to  the  resolntions,  as  amended  in  com- 
mittee, 

]£r.  WAnra  moved  that  tiie  qnestion  be  pnt 
on  agreeing  to  all  bat  the  sixth. 

Ho  objection  being  made,  the  qnestion  waa 
60  taken,  and  all  the  reeolntions  were  agreed  to 
hj  the  Hoose,  with  the  exception  of  the  dxth. 

Kr.  "Watnx  now  renewed  the  motion  which 
he  had  made  in  Oommittee  of  the  Vbole. 

lb.  yfxTm,  in  snpncH'ting  this  motion,  apol- 
ogized for  troubling  Uie  House  with  a  remark 
or  two  on  this  topic,  at  so  early  a  period  of  the 
sesuon.  The  first  communication  made  to 
OoDjgresa  by  the  present  Executive,  (at  the  last 
sesfflon,)  intimated  a  doubt  in  his  mind  as  to 
the  pTopriety  of  rechartering  the  existing  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  The  portion  of  his  Hes- 
Ba^  on  this  sul^ect  had  been  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Uean&  who  submitted 
to  the  House  a  report,  in  which  they  exhibited 
at  great  lengtii  their  views,  wbicli  were  op- 
posed to  tli<Me  expressed  by  the  Frerident. 
Shonld  the  present  portion  if  his  Ikaaage  be 
referred  to  the  same  committee,  unless  tome 
great  and  unexpected  change  had  taken  place  in 
tiieir  opinion  sioce  the  last  session,  the  sut^ect 
would  be  met  by  men  whose  minds  were 
already  made  up,  whose  sratiments  had  been 
publicly  expressed,  and  who,  therefore,  could 
not  be  expected  to  give  it  that  fjur  and  un- 
biassed consideration  which  its  great  impor- 
tance demanded.  The  importance  of  the  ques- 
tion touching  the  bank  must  be  aclmowledged 
by  may  one,  as  well  as  ita  ac^tsting  on 
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the  public  mind,  throughout  every  portion  of 
the  Union.  He  conodved  it  as  only  reepeotfol 
to  the  Ftesident,  when  such  a  subject  was  by 
Mm  officially  recommended  to  the  attention  of 
Oongreas,  to  place  it  in  such  an  attitude  as 
ahomd  secure  to  it  a  calm  investigation  by  per- 
sons who  had  not  pr^udged  it  Hr.  W.  said 
he  would  not  diffgnise  the  fiiot  that  his  own 
views  in  relation  to  the  rechartering  of  the 
present  bank  were  such  as  would  induce  him 
to  vote  agunst  it  in  every  event ;  but  what  he 
wished  at  present  was,  that  the  House  might 
[  ascertain  inietfaer  it  was  practicable  or  not  to 
organize  an  institation  resting  on  the  funds  cf 
the  country,  which,  while  it  secured  all  the 
advantages  intended  to  be  attained  by  the  exist- 
ing ban^  should  avoid  the  dangers  with  which 
that  establishment  was  by  many  ccmoeived  to 
be  fraught.  The  inclination  of  hia  own  mind 
was  to  the  opinion  that  this  was  practicable ; 
but  he  deured,  at  all  events,  that  tiie  question 
shonld  be  submitted  to  those  who  would  go  to 
its  discussion  untrammelled  by  any  previous 
judgment.  It  waa  not  from  any  feeUng  of  hoa- 
tilit^  to  the  bank  that  he  was  indnoed  to  desire 
this,  but  from  a  wish  for  ftimesa  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  But^ect  itself^  and  from  Tespect  to 
a  communication  made  to  Otngraas  by  the 
Chief  Uagistrate. 

Mr.  Ohilton,  of  Kantuoky,  sidd,  that  whilst 
he  had,  he  trusted,  a  proper  rewd  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  he  had  some 
regard  also  for  the  committee  to  whom  it  was 
proposed  to  refer  this  subject.  He  did  not  him- 
self feel  any  particular  interest  in  this  matter, 
either  for  or  against  the  bank.  But,  at  the  last 
session  of  Oongress,  a  very  able  report  upon 
the  subject  had  been  made  by  the  Committee 
of  Wi^  and  Keana,  which  he  had  no  doubt 

£ laced  Urn  sutject  in  as  fUr  a  pdnt  of  view  aa 
;  could  be  placed  by  a  select  or  any  other  ccnn- 
mittee.  He  had  heard  no  snffident  reason  why 
the  subject  should  now  be  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  that  committee.  As  this  subject, 
moreover,  had  been  heretofore  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueans,  to  give  it  a 
difilerent  direction  now,  would  be  to  caet  a  re- 
flection on  that  highly  respectable  committee, 
at  the  head  of  which  stands  a  gentieman  whose 
character  for  firmness  on  the  one  hand,  and 
integrity  and  abilities  on  the  other,  could  not 
be  questioned.  Hr.  0.  was  therefore  opp<Med 
to  the  amendment. 

Hr.  OoHDioT,  of  Kew  Jersey,  desired  tfiit 
the  qnestioD  on  JLt,  Watkh's  amendment 
should  be  taken  by  yeaa  and  ni^  and  it  was 
ordered  accordingly  to  be  so  taken. 

Hr.  Davi9,  of  Soutii  Carolina,  proposed  to 
amend  the  amendment,  so  as  to  strike  out  the 
latter  clause,  and  refer  simply  the  question  con- 
cerning the  present  bank,  without  the  establiidk- 
ment  of  a  substitute  for  it,  to  the  oonnderation 
of  a  Select  Committee. 
This  motion  was  negatived. 
Mr.  T1.TIAR,  of  New  York,  said  that,  if  the 
sal^eot  refarred  to  in  the  Message  had  beu 
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entirely  new,  he  shoold  lutve  qo  oUections  to 
the  ameadmentproposed  hj  the  gentleman  from 
GecM^lia,  (Ur.  W atks  ;)  bat  when  it  was  coq- 
ddered  that,  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  the 
report  made  at  the  last  sessioa  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  was  oontinaed  as  a  part 
of  the  bnrineas  of  the  present  sesuon,  that  fact, 
be  thought,  furnished  an  objection  a^nst  the 
setting  of  the  same  subject  to  a  Select  Oommit- 
tee.  Such  a  measure  would  amonut,  in  sub- 
stanoe,  to  sending  the  report  of  one  of  the 
standing  committees  of  this  House  to  be  re- 
viewed by  a  Select  Committee.  Would  this  be 
reepeatftuf  Would  it  he  treating  th6  Oom- 
udttee  of  Wajs  sod  Usflna  inth  tut  ditfarence 
wMefa  vas  doe  to  tiiem,  to  take  their  rwort, 
(irhethw  it  was  befbre  the  Hoose,  or  had  oem 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  or  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,)  and  send  it  to  a  Select  Committee! 
Wh^  direction  had  been  given  to  the  report 
of  last  see^n,  he  had  been  unable  to  ascertain, 
the  means  not  being  at  this  time  within  reach 
of  the  offioers  of  the  House ;  bnt,  whatever  it 
bad  been,  the  report  was  a  put  of  the  business 
of  the  HoDse  eontinQed  over  from  last  session, 
and  was  to  be  viewed  in  all  respects  tiie  same 
as  if  it  had  been  rendered  at  the  present  ses- 
lion.  And  he  put  it  to  the  House  whetiier  it 
-would  be  proper  to  weoA  a  report  now  made 
bj  one  oommittee  (HF  the  Hoose,  and  submit  it 
toaaotberl 

[The  GoAiB  here  stated  that  he  was  Informed 
hy  tiie  Clerk  that  the  report  of  the  Comnuttee 
of  Ways  and  Means  was  at  the  last  seauon  had 
on  the  table  of  the  Hoose.] 

Mr.  Tatlob  sud,  if  that  were  the  case,  conld 
any  one  disapprove  an  arrangement  which 
Toold  eventuate  in  sending  the  subject  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  that  it  might  there  receive  the  fullest 
«xandnation  that  any  of  its  advocates  coold  de- 
mre?  He  suggested  to  the  House,  tiwrefiore, 
that  the  coarse  in  the  original  motion  waa  evi- 
dentiy  the  proper  one. 

Mr.  HonrHAN,  of  Kew  York,  si^d  that,  in 
making  the  motion  he  had  done  in  reference  to 
this  ounse  of  tite  PresidenCs  Message,  he  had 
not  intended  to  express  either  approbation,  or 
the  contrary,  as  to  the  reasoning  or  the  state- 
ment of  facts  it  oontuned ;  nor  had  he  supposed 
that  Ids  motion  involved  the  slightest  disrespect 
towards  the  Szeoutive.  He  had  been  led  to 
propose  tiie  disposition  to  be  ^iven  to  the  sub- 
ject, fh>m  no  friendship  or  hostility  to  the  pres- 
ent Bai^  of  the  United  States :  no  expression 
of  OTinion  on  that  sal^eot  was  now  called  for. 

]Th9  Ohaib  observed  that  the.  merits  of  the 
measure  jpropoeed  in  the  Measf^  were  not  be- 
fore the  HooM,  bnt  nmply  a  question  as  to  the 
proper  committee  to  whom  it  was  to  go.] 

Mr.  H.  resumed,  aai  s^d  that  he  had  made 
the  forcing  observations  expressly  for  the 
pnrpoae  of  doing  away  any  inference,  from  his 
motion,  of  lua  personal  finendship  or  hostility 
toward  the  bank  as  now  organized.  That  snb- 
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jeot  had  always,  heretofore,  been  referred  to 
the  standing  committee  of  the  House  having 
cognizance  of  the  finances  of  the  country.  He 
oould  not  bring  himself  to  believe  that  the 
opinions  of  the  gentiemen  forming  that  com- 
mittee were  so  irrevocably  fixed,  as  not  to  re- 
main open  to  the  developments  of  time  and 
the  influence  of  sound  reasoning.  Goald  he 
sappose  this,  he  should  certunly  be  in  favor  of 
reierring  the  snbject  to  some  committee  which 
should  be  differently  constituted.  It  was  in- 
different to  him  what  might  be  the  disposition 
made  by  tiie  House  of  tiiis  part  of  the  Message. 
If  it  was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  ke 
hoped  that  such  a  committee  would  he  selected 
as  would  be  perfeotiy  competent  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  matter  ^  and  if  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  trusted 
that  they  would  consider  it  dispassionately,  and 
without  prejudice.  Either  course  would  seoore, 
he  doubted  not,  a  full  and  able  investigation. 

Mr.  Watkb  agun  rose.  It  was,  he  s^d, 
from  no  want  of  respect  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  that  he  had  been  induced  to 
desire  that  this  important  subject  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee.  He  agun  insist- 
ed, that  whra  the  suljieot  of  a  national  bank 
had  been  a  second  time,  and  in  a  more  expUcit 
and  particular  manner,  recommended  to  the 
oonrideration  of  the  Hoose,  it  would  not  be  re- 
Bpectftil  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  send  it  back 
to  a  committee  who  had  made  up  their  (pinion 
in  opposition  to  that  intimated  by  the  Execn- 
tive.'  He  had  not  the  least  doubt  that  if  the 
light  of  truth  could  be  made  manifest  to  them, 
the  minds  of  those  gentiemen  were  open  to 
conviction  on  this  as  on  every  other  subject ; 
but  all  knew  that  truth  was  often  difficult  of 
access,  and  sometimes  not  less  difficult  to  be 
received,  and  this  acknowledgment  involved 
no  imputation  whatever  on  the  uprightness  of 
that  oommittee.  He  had  another  reason  for 
wishlog  the  amendment  to  prevail ;  it  was  not 
to  be  expected  that,  nnlese  tiie  question  waa 
submittea  to  a  few  mmda  wUob  felt  a  strong  in- 
terest in  regard  to  it,  it  would  be  examined  with 
that  application  and  industry  which  were  in- 
dispensable to  the  fhll  development  of  the  sub- 
ject. The  suggestion  of  the  President  involved 
a  reference  to  the  amount  and  places  of  de- 
posit,  their  effect  npon  commerce,  tec,  tbo., 
which  oould  not  be  gone  into  at  large  unless  by 
a  committee  speciuly  devoted  to  the  sohject. 
If  the  House  approached  the  investigation 
through  its  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
oould  it  expect  as  fall  and  det^ed  a  report  as 
If  by  a  Select  Ocmimittee^  whose  views  corre- 
sponded  with  those  of  the  President?  He 
Imew  that  gentiemen  would  object  to  his  prop- 
osition ;  that  the  reference  to  a  Select  Commit- 
tee would  excite  a  belief  in  the  community 
that  the  United  States  fi&nk  was  not  to  be  re- 
chartered,  and  thus  greatiy  depress  the  price  of 
bank  stuck.  Admit  that  such  might  be  the 
effect,  was  this  a  valid  objection  I  Was  the 
JQonse  bound  to  pretdode  inquiry  on  a  most  im- 
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portant  aabjeot,  from  a  fear  that  the  disoasmon 
might  affect  the  price  of  stocks !  Suppose  the 
gaestion  should  be  deferred,  it  must  coine  np 
at  last ;  and  wotild  it  not  affect  stock  then  as 
mach  as  now  f  Mr.  W.  said,  when  the  qnes- 
tion  came  up  on  reoharterin^  the  bank  as  now 
organized,  he  shonld  vote  against  it,  becaase  its 
benefits  enured  to  individ^ds  and  not  to  the 
Oovenunent,  who  might,  by  means  of  snch  an 
institatioD,  contribute  to  relieve  the  people  of 
the  Union  from  onjnst  taxation  to  the  amomit 
perhaps  of  millions  annoall;'.  He  should,  how- 
ever, abstain  from  entering  npon  the  merits  of 
the  mtun  question  at  this  tune.  He  was  aware 
that  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  touch  npon 
them.  He  had  had  the  honor  of  offering  a  resoln- 
tion  on  the  same  sabject  ftt  the  last  session,  and 
^onld  renew  it  at  the  present  session.  His 
only  motive  Uien,  as  now,  had  been  to  promote 
an  inqniry  after  trath.  He  believed  tiiat  the 
appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  wonld  elimt 
a  mass  of  focts  which  it  was  desiraUe  to  obtain, 
and  which  wonld  not  otherwise  come  before 
tiie  Honse,  tending  to  show  whether  the  meas* 
ore  proposed  by  tue  E»ontive  was  practicable 
or  not 

Mr.  CiMBSKLMsa,  New  Tork,  said  tiiat  if 
the  yeas  and  nays  had  not  been  ordered  on  this 
•nbject,  he  shoidd  not  have  risen.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  because  he  viewed  the  whole  qaestion 
as  premature  at  this  time.  When  the  proper 
time  arrived  for  its  consideration,  he  should 
certainly  be  in  favor  of  referring  it  to  a  Select 
Oommittee^  It  had  been  so  referred  when  the 
bank  petitioned  for  a  renewal  of  its  charter. 
He  hsid  the  greatest  respect  for  the  geatleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  and 
Keana,  (Ur.  KGDumi,)  but  be  tiioogbt  the 
sutneot  ought  never  to  come  before  the  House 
untd  the  bank  should  again  appear  as  a  peti- 
tioner for  the  renewal  of  its  charter.  Hie 
Frendent,  in  presenting  his  Message  to  Con* 
gress,  had  glanced  Ms  eye  over  the  whole  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  had,  very  properly, 
given  to  the  House  his  views  of  a  great  and 
weighty  question  of  public  policy.  It  was  a 
question  which  involved  the  circulating  me- 
dium, and,  in  fact,  tiie  property  of  the  whole 
nation.  As  such,  the  question  was  befcae  the 
people— it  w8B  a  question  fox  the  nation  to  de* 
dde.  JjL  thia  House,  it  was  not  &irly  present- 
ed as  a  sal^t  of  isupdry  imtil  the  buik  shoold 
apply  for  a  new  chiutw ;  when  that  time  ar- 
nved,  Mr.  C.  sud  he  shoold  be  for  sending  it 
to  a  Select  Committee;  but  at  present  the 
whole  matter  was  prematore. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Wi-TNs,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
Teas  and  najB,  as  fbllom: 

Tub. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Angel,  Bam- 
well,  Baylor,  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Boon, 
Borst,  Brodhead,  Carsoa,  Chandler,  Claiborne,  Clay, 
Coke,  Conner,  Daniel,  Davenport,  Warren  R.  Dav^, 
Earil,  i^udlay,  Ford,  Foster,  Fry,  Gaither,  Gordon, 
Hall,  Habay,  TT^monw,  fibsynes,  Hinds,  Leonard 
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Jarris,  Cave  Johnson,  KenaoQ,  Perkins  King,  La- 
mar, Lea,  Leavitl,  Leeompte,  Lewis,  LoyaIl,-Lunp- 
kin,  Thomas  Maxwell,  Honell,  Norton,  Noekolla,  Pet- 
tis, Folk,  Potter,  Powers,  Bencher,  Boane,  Sanford, 
Scott,  Angustine  H.  Shepperd,  Bbielda,  Standifer, 
Taliaferro,  WUey  Thompson,  Juu  Thomson,  Trea- 
vant,  Tndter,  Wayne,  Weeks,  WIckBlf^  Tancey— 
67. 

Kats. — ^Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Arnold,  B&iley, 
Barber,  Barringer,  Bartley,  Beekman,  Bockee, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Butman,  Cahoon,  Cambreleng^ 
Chilton,  Clark,  ColeniaQ,  Condict,  Cooper,  Gowlra, 
Oralg,  Crane,  .Crawford,  Crnghtoo,  Crocheroo, 
Denny,  Dickinson,  Draper,  Drayton,  Dudley,  Dun> 
can.  Eager,  EDswortb,  Q.  Evans,  J.  Evans,  H..  Evei^ 
ett,  }i1nih,  GUmore,  Gorfaam,  Green,  Grcnneli,  Har- 
vey, Hemphill,  Hodges,  Hoffnuui,  Holland,  Howard, 
Hughes,  Hoot,  Huntington,  Ingersoll,  Irvio,  Irwin, 
Jennings,  Johns,  Keu&l^  Eincaid,  A.  King,  LeD^ 
Letcher,  Lyon,  Magee,  Hallary,  Marr,  Martindale, 
Lewis  Xazwetl,  MoCreery,  Mclntire,  Mercer,  lOUer, 
:  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Overton,  Fatton,  Pearoe, 
Person,  Randolph,  R^d,  Richardson,  Rose,  Russel, 
William  B.  Shepord,  Semmes,  OH,  Smith,  ^ight, 
Ambrose  Spencer,  SprEgg,  Btanberry,  Sterigere, 
Btorrs,  Strtoig,  Satherlud,  Swann,  Swift,  Taylor, 
Tracy,  Tanoe,  Vamnm,  Terplanck,  Vinton,  Waeh- 
ington,  WUttlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  WUfiams, 
Wilson,  Wingate,  Toung— 108. 

So  the  Honse  revised  to  amend  the  resola- 
tion,  and  the  resolntion,  as  Reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Wh<de,  was  afpreed  to. 

The  Hoose  then  atyoumed. 


TscDATf  Beoember  10. 

Judgs  Ptet. 

After  the  reception  of  petitions  and  resolu- 
tions : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buohanait,  in  order  to 
give  time  for  the  Honse  to  make  the  prelim- 
inary arrangements  for  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck, 
which  commences  in  the  Senate  chamber  at  12 
o'do^  on  Monday  next,  the  Honse  agreed  to 
meet  at  11  o^olock  on  that  day. 


UoHDAT,  DeMmber  18. 

Jvdife  FeeiL 

Mr.  BuoflAiTijr,  on  behalf  of  Ac  mana^ra 
appointed  to  conduct  the  impeachment  against 
Judge  James  H.  Peck,  submitted  the  following 
report,  which  was  agreed  to : 

The  Committee  of  Managera  appointed  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  ooudnct  the 
impeachment  agamst  James  H.  Pedc,  judge  tk 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  (tf  Missouri,  report,  that  they  have  had 
under  consideration  the  imswer  of  Judge  Peck 
to  the  article  of  impeachment  exhibited  agunst 
him  by  the  Honse,  and  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  replication  thereto : 

KXrU01.TIOH 

By  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  to  the  amsww  and  plea  of  Jasm  H.  Fedk, 
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jodgB  of  tha  AMtlet  eonrt  of  ibn  United  Sutes 
Sat  tbe  dtetriot  vi  Iflanori,  to  tba  trUole  of  im- 
pewshBient  exhibited  against  him  by  the  House 
of  RapreaeaUdTes. 

ne  Howe  of  BepreeentetiTeB  of  the  TTnited 
Statei  hariog  conaderod  the  anBwer  end  plea  of 
Junes  H.  P»k,  jadge  of  tbe  district  court  of  the 
United  Stetea  for  the  district  of  Missouri,  to  the  ar- 
ticle of  impeachment  against  him  bj  them  exhibited, 
in  the' name  of  themselves  and  of  all  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  reply,  that  the  sdd  James  H. 
Peek  la  guilty  in  such  manner  as  he  stands  im- 
peached; and 'that  tbe  Bouse  of  RepresentaUves 
will  be  ready  to  prove  their  chaiges  wunst  him  at 
neh  convenient  time  and  {daee  as  shall  be  appirint- 
ed  for  that  purpose, 

JissolMtf,  That  the  foregoing  repUeation  be  pnt  In 
to  the  answer  and  plea  of  the  aforesaid  Jamci  H. 
Peck,  on  iMhalf  of  this  House;  and  that  tbe  mao- 
agfin  be  instructed  to  malntjjn  the  said  repDca- 
noo  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  at  snoli  time  as  shall 
be  appcdnted  by  the  Senate. 

Dutiet  on  Sngar, 

Hr.  HA.TNB8,  of  Qeor^  eabmitted  the  fol- 
lowing reaolution : 

Buotved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Veons 
be  Instruoted  to  inqolre  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
pealing the  duties  on  sugar  imported  from  foreign 
oountnes  into  the  United  States.  v 

Hr.  ScTHSBLAim  required  that  the  question 
be  taken  upon  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion ;  and  Mr.  Williaub  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  qnestioQ.  They  were  ordered  by 
the  Hoose,  and,  being  taken,  stood  as  foUows : 

Tkas. — ^ICessrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Archer,  Armstrong,  Barbour,  Bamvell,  Bar- 
ringer,  Baylor,  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Boon, 
Brodhead,  Brown,  Gambreleng,  Campl>eIl,'Carson, 
CU^ome,  OUy,  Coke,  Conner,  Craig,  Crochcroo, 
Warren  R.  Davis,  Desha,  De  Witt,  Draper,  Drayton, 
Dudley,  EarQ,  Oidther,  Gordon,  Hall,  Halsey,  Ham- 
mons,  Harvey,  Haynea,  Hinds,  Holland,  Hoffknan, 
Hubbard,  Jarvia,  Jenninn,  Cave  Johnson,  Lamar, 
Lea,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin, 
Thomas  Maxwell,  McDuffie,  McInUre,  Mitchell,  Mo* 
Ben,  Nuckolls,  Fatten,  PetUa,  Polk,  Potter,  Powers, 
Bentther.  Roane,  Sanford,  William  B.  Sbepard,  Au- 
gustine H.  Sheppard,  Shields,  Speight,  Richard  Spen- 
oer,StaMberry.  Standifer,  Taliaferro,  Wiley  Thomp- 
son, Tucker,  yerptanck,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Campbell 
P.  White,  Williams,  Wilson— 8S. 

Nats. — Ueesre.  Arnold,  Bailey,  Barber,  Bartley, 
Bates,  Beekman,  Bockee,  Borst,  Buchanan,  Butman, 
Gaboon,  Clark,  Coleman,  OontUct,  Cooper,  Coulter, 
Oowlcs,  Crane,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crowsinshield, 
Daniel,  Denny,  Dlelunson,  Doddridge,  Duncan, 
Dwtght,  Eager,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans,  Horace  Ev- 
erett, Flndlay,  Finefa,  Ford,  Forward,  Fry,  Gilmore, 
Green,  Grennell,  Qurley,  Hawkins,  HempblU,  Hodges, 
Howard,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  IngeraoU, 
Irwin,  Irvin,  lUcliard  IL  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kenoon, 
Kincdd,  Peridns  King,  Adam  King,  L»vitt,  Lyon, 
Magee,  ICallary,  Marr,  MarUndale,  Lewis  Maxwell, 
HcCreery,  Miller,  Huhlenbeif ,  Overton,  Fearce,  Pier- 
eon,  Ramsey,  Reed,  lUchardson,  Rose,  Rusael,  Scott, 
^  Smith,  Ambroa»  ^enoer,  Sprigg,  Storigere,  Ste- 
phena,  Stone,  Strong,  Batheriand,  Bwaim,  Swift, 
Vm^ZL— 18 


[H.  or  B. 

Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Tracy,  Vance,  Vurnum, 
Yinton,  Washington,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White, 
Wickliffe,  Yancey,  Young — 99. 

So  the  Hoose  refused  to  connder  the  resola- 
tion. 

United  States  and  Dejymark. 
The  Bpeaebk  laid  before  the  Hoase  the  fol- 
lowing Heesage  from  the  I^rendent  of  the 
United  States: 

Ta  tkt  Sbtm  o/RipruenMiiM*  of  tka  United  StalM  : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Reiwesentativea  printed 
copes  of  the  convendon  between  tbe  United  States 
and  his  Majesty  the  BLing  of  Denmark,  concluded 
at  Copenhagen  on  tbe  38tb  of  March,  1830,  and 
raUfied  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WiSHlMOToX,  December  10,  1830. 

The  Message  and  convention  were  reibrred 
to  the  Oommittee  on  Fcveign  Affairs,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Ptmntation      JfatioruU  Stof  taade  qfJmet' 

iean  Silk. 

The  Spiakbb  likewise  laid  before  the  Honse 
the  foUoving  tetter,  which  was  read ;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Spesoeb,  of  New  York,  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  Oommittee  oa  Agricol- 
tore: 

Philapclfbia,  Beeember  7,  1830. 

Sib:  You  wHl  receive  with  this  letter  a  diken 
Hag,  bearing  the  colors  of  the  United  S^tes.  TUs 
flag  is  made  entirely  of  American  Bilk,^cled  from 
the  cocoons,  prepared  and  woven  by  Mr.  John 
D'Homergne,  silk  manufacturer.  The  coloring  has 
been  done  by  the  best  artist  he  could  procure  in 
the  city  of  niiladelphta,  be  himself  not  profesdng 
to  be  a  dyer. 

Tbe  staff  of  this  flag,  with  the  eagle,  measures 
about  fifteen  feet;  the  flag  itself  ia  twelve  foet  and 
a  half  long,  and  At  foet  wide.  It  is  woven  all  in 
one  j^ece,  without  a  seam. 

I  beg.  At,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  present  this 
flag,  most  respectlVilly,  in  my  name,  to  the  honor- 
able House  over  which  you  preside,  as  a  sample  of 
American  industry,  thus  applied,  for  tbe  first  Ume, 
to  the  most  valuable  of  American  prodnctionB ;  and 
as  a  result  of  the  efforts  they  have  made  during  the 
last  five  years  for  the  promotion  of  tbe  important 
branch  of  agricnltnre  to  which  we  owe  uie  rich 
material  of  which  this  flag  is  composed. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  with  the  hi^est  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humUe  servant, 
PETER  S.  DUPONOEAU. 

Hon.  Akdsiw  Stcvknsoit, 

Sptaker  of  the  Hatm  of  RepnamUMeaa. 

The  Impeaehmtnt, 

A  message  was  receired  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  were  in  their  pab- 
lic  chamber,  and  ready  to  proceed  on  the  trial 
of  tiie  impeachment  of  James  H.  Peek:  and 
that  seats  were  provided  for  the  aooonuDoda- 
tum  of  the  members  of  the  Houses 

Wherenpon,  Ur.  Buouxuc  submitted  the 
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following  resolatioiL ;  which  was  oarried,  fwm. 
con. : 

Jteat^ved,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  infonn  them  that  this  Honse  have  agreed  to  a. 
Tcplieatioa,  on  th^  part,  to  the  answer  and  pka  of 
James  H.  Feck,  jodge  of  the  disttiot  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  KiSsouri,  to  the 
article  of  impeachment  exhibited  to  the  Senate 
against  him  by  this  House,  and  hsTe  directed  the 
managers  appointed  to  conduct  the  said  impeach- 
ment to  carry  the  said  replication  to  the  Senate, 
and  to  maintain  the  same  at  tiie  bar  of  the  Senate, 
at  sw^  time  as  shall  be  appdnted  by  the  Senate. 

^  MteticH  iff  OKapIain. 

Kr.  T1.TLOB  moved  that  the  Honae  do  now 
proceed  to  Hie  election  of  a  diiylain ;  wbieh 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Hesars.  Abohbb,  Wbittlbsbt,  and  Fobwabd 
were  appointed  tellers :  wherenpon, 

2fr.  Abohbb  nominated  the  reverend  Mr. 
Post;  Mr.  Fobwahd  nominated  the  reverend 
yir,  Thomas ;  Mr.  Whittlssbt  nominated  the 
reverend  Mr.  Gorlej ;  and  Mr.  Hubbabd  nom- 
inated the  reverend  Mr.  Palfrey. 

On  conntlag  the  first  ballot,  it  speared  that 
180  Totes  were  riven  in — neoessarjr  to  a  ehoice 
91 ;  of  whioh  Mr.  Post  received  88 ;  Mr.  Gnr- 
ley,  46;  Mr.  Palfrey,  U  \  Mr.  Thomas,  12  ; 
aaA.  there  were  five  blank  votes. 

After  two  other  inefi'ectnal  ballodnga, 

On  tiie  fourth  ballot  there  were  170  votes — 
necessary  to  a  ohoioe,  86 :  Ur.  Ghiriey  received 
01 ;  Mr.  Post,  7fi ;  and  there  were  foor  aoatter^ 
.ing.  • 

80  the  reverend  Balph  R.  Gorley  was  duly 
elected  Chaplain  on  the  part  of  the  Honse  of 
Bepresentatires  for  the  present  session. 

Mr.  IfoaKSON,  of  Kentucky,  ronarked  that 
there  was  a  difference  of  <^nuMi,  at  lewt  in  his 
qnarter  of  the  Honse,  as  to  tiie  ordw  which 
snonld  be  taken  in  attendiOig  the  trial  of  Judge 
Peck,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Some 
were  of  ojnnion  that  the  House  should  attend 
in  ft  body ;  others  thonght  that  it  wotild  only 
be  necessary  for  the  managers  on  the  put  of 
the  House  to  attend  daring  the  triaL  At  the 
last  session,  sidd  Mr.  J.,  the  House  were  in  at- 
tendance ;  and  it  was  thonght  by  many  mem- 
bers that  the  same  course  would  be  pursued  at 
this  session.  He  wished,  for  his  own  part,  to 
have  a  correct  anderstanding  of  the  subject, 
and  he  woald  thank  the  Ohair  to  give  to  the 
Honse  his  opinion  as  to  the  course  that  should 
bepnrsned. 

The  Speakeb  stated  that  the  resolnUon  of 
the  Hoose  at  tiie  last  session  was  confined  to 
its  attendance  before  the  court  of  impeachmmt 
for  a  single  day.  The  Clerk,  however,  would 
read  the  resolution. 

[The  resolution  having  been  read,  which  was, 
in  efi'eot,  that  the  House  would  in  a  body  at- 
tend in  the  Senate  chamber  for  a  certdo  day, 
to  support  the  charges  against  Judge  Peck,] 

Mr.  BuouAiri^  rose,  and  observed,  that  there 
seemed  to  be  a  miannderBtonding  xtpon  the  aab- 


Ject.  mth  the  permission  the  House  he 
would  state  the  course  that  had  been  pursued 
by  the  mAnagera.  They  had  examined  all  the 
precedents  which  had  occurred  in  this  country, 
to  guide  them  to  a  correct  performance  of  iSieir 
duty.  It  was  ascertained  that,  since  the  adojv 
ixoa  of  the  present  constitution,  there  had  been 
three  impeachments,  viz.,  those  of  Messrs. 
Blount  and  Pickering,,  and  Judge  Chase.  On 
the  trial  of  the  two  &8t,  the  House  did  not  at- 
tend in  a  body,  but  left  it  to  the  managers  to 
conduct  the  impeachment;  on  the  trial  c£ 
Judge  Chase  they  did  attend  every  day.  It 
not  being  considered  hs  the  managers  of  the 
pending  triil  that  mj  principle  so  important 
aa  to  intermpt  the  legislative  btu&Mss  of  the 
Honae  was  involved  in  the  preaent  ease,  th^ 
had  gone  to  the  Senate  this  day,  as  nuuu^era^ 
and  presented  to  that  body  the  repUoaUon 
agreed  upon  by  the  House.  Mr.  B.  further  re- 
marked, that  he  had  consulted  the  English  pre- 
cedents. On  the  trial  of  Warren  Hastings,  the 
House  of  Commons  attended  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  trialj  but  they  did  not  continue  to  . 
do  so.  On  the  trial  of  the  Earl  of  Macctesfieldf 
they  did  not  attend  until  his  conviction  by  the 
House  of  Lords;  and  then  they  attended  in 
consequence  of  a  message  having  been  sent 
them  by  that  body,  that  they  were  ready  to 
pronounce  judgment  on  the  impeached,  if  the 
House  of  Commons  would  attend  and  demand  it. 

Mr.  B.  would  not  advocate  the  attendance  or 
non-attendance  of  the  Honse  at  tlie  trial  which 
was  to  take  place.  He  had  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  state  the  course  which  had  been  pur- 
sued on  previous  occasions  of  impeachment| 
and  what  had  been  done  by  the  managers  in 
the  present  case,  and  to  state  that  his  sole  ob- 
ject was  to  do  that  which  would  best  please 
the  House.  No  motion  having  been  made  tliia 
morning  on  the  subject,  the  managers  had  fdt 
it  to  be  their  imperative  duty  to  attend  at  the 
bar  of  the  Senate,  and  presoit  the  replioatixm 
which  had  been  agreed  upon. 

M>.  JoHKSON,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  one 
great  object  of  his  rising  had  been  to  obtiua 
nrom  the  managers  an  ex^anation  of  the  coorae 
which  they  had  taken.  For  his  part,  he  want- 
ed to  go  on  with  the  public  business. '  He  re- 
collected, however,  the  great  debate  in  the 
Senate  at  the  last  session,  and  that  it  waa 
nearly  impossible  to  retain  a  quorum  of  the 
House ;  if  it  were  probable  such  would  be  the 
case  on  the  present  occasion,  and  the  Honae 
should  be  compelled  to  adjourn  from  day  to 
day  for  want  of  a  qnorum,  how  mnoh  soever 
he  wished  the  publio  boainess  attended  to^  ha 
would  prefer  that  the  Honse  itself  should  oon- 
duct  the  impeachment. 

Mr.  J.  was  about  to  proceed^  when  tihe 
Speaker  reminded  him  that  there  was  no  prop- 
osition before  the  House,  and  suggested  the 
propriety  of  his  submitting  a  resolution  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  J.  dedinlog  to  make  any  distinct  motion 
at  this  time,  the  Honae  adjourned. 
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TmoDAYy  Deoember  14. 

Sunday  Mail*. 

A  memorial  was  presented  by  Kr.  Coctltkh, 
on  the  sabject  of  Sunday  mails— recommending 
that  the  mul  ahoold  bo  disoontiDiied  on  the 
sabbath.  On  ita  preaenttdioii,  he  moved  its 
reference  to  tiie  Ocnnradttee  on  the  Post  C^oe. 

Kr.  JomTBOH,  of  oljected  to  giving  the 
petition  the  diroction  moved  by  the  gentl«nan 
who  presented  it 

He  observed,  that  if  the  authors  of  the  peti- 
tion had  an  advocate  or  advocates  on  this  floor, 
be  was  perfectly  willing  that  the  report  for- 
merly made  by  the  Post  Office  Committee  on 
the  general  Bubject  shoald  at  any  time  be  called 
up.  Let  the  Honse  hear  what  gentlemen  had 
to  say  on  a  snlnect  which  he  had  always 
thonght,  and  woold  now  say,  ought  never  to 
have  bean  bronght  into  the  Hall  of  Congress. 
He  was  deeiroos  to  hear  what  conld  be  said  in 
&vor  of  Congress  inteifaring  with  religioits 
oonnderations.  The  committee  had  acted  on 
12ie  subject,  and  it  would  not  do  ao  agidn,  nnless 
compelled  to  do  so  by  an  express  order  of  the 
House.  He  hoped  the  gentlemm  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  Codltbb)  would  acqniesce  in  the 
motion  which  he  wonld  now  nuike,  that  the 
petition  be  laid  upon  the  table,  or,  rather,  that 
It  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Uxuon ;  and  he  made  that  mo- 
tion. 

Kr.  CoTTLTEB  B^d  that  he  felt  very  indiffer- 
ent what  direction  should  be  nven  to  the  peti- 
tiqn.  He  had  always  considered  it  proper, 
when  the  House  was  addressed  in  a  decorous 
manner,  on.  any  sulject  pn^r  fbr  lenslation, 
to  give  the  petition  a  respeotfiil  oonsideratlon. 
Jn  the  present  case,  as  the  course  indicated  by 
the  Oludrman  of  the  Post  Office  Oommittee 
was  likely  to  effect  the  very  olject  which  the 
petitioners  had  in  view,  viz.,  to  have  the  sub- 
ject disensaed^  and  obtun  some  action  of  Con- 
gress in  relation  to  it,  he  was  entirely  willing 
it  should  be  adopted.  He  had  made  a  different 
motion,  only  out  of  the  courtesy  which  he  sup- 
posed due  to  the  Post  Office  Committee,  and  m 
compliance  with  the  custom  of  the  House.  He 
bad  no  doubt  that  the  honorable  Chairman  of 
the  Post  Office  Oommittee  was  both  competent 
and  willing  to  meet  the  discussion,  which  it 
was  tba  otjeet  of  the  prayer  of  the  petiticmers 
to  invite.  If  they  liad  an  advocate  la  the 
Honse,  that  advocate  would  donbtleaa  avail 
himself  of  the  privilege  of  debating  the  ques- 
tion without  being  specially  invited  so  to  do  by 
any  one.  Mr.  C.  said  it  wa»  not  his  purpose 
to  avoiv  himself  as  their  champion,  as  he  did 
not  feel  himaolf  pledged  to  any  particular 
course  in  the  matter ;  he  should  endeavor  on 
this,  as  on  other  occasions,  to  do  what  he  con- 
sidered his  duty  to  his  constituents  demanded. 
If  that  duty  led  him  to  advocate  the  cause  of 
these  petiUoners,  he  should  be  ready,  in  so 
doing,  to  meet  even  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tacky. 


[K  ovB. 

Ur.  Johnson  agidn  rose,  bnt  the  Speaks 
sn^^ting  that  there  was  no  proposition  before 
the  House,  the  petition  was  refeired  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  by  the  acquiescence  of  the  mover. 

Kr.  Hatses  moved  the  reference  of  a  peti- 
tion to  another  committee:  which  was  assoit- 
tedto. 


Thubsdat,  Deoember  IS, 

ChvenwMnt  Live  Oak  Plamtaticnt — P$nerrion 
o/the  LatB. 

The  following  resolution,  yesterd^-  submit- 
ted by  Kr.  Wnxiif,  of  Floriaa,  was  taken  np : 

Rnolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 
directed  to  eommuiueate  to  thi«  House  copim  ot 
the  conespondenca  of  llie  Baperintendrat,  and  re- 
ports of  the  ererseer  of  the  liTeoakpImtationBnear 
the  navy  yard  at  Fenaao^a. 

Kr.  SnooBT  offered  the  f crowing  amend- 
ment: 

"  And  (bat  be  be  fiirtker  directed  to  oimimanioate 

to  this  House  copies  of  all  eorre^imdence,  conir&cta, 
deeds,  or  other  papers,  connected  with  the  purchase 
of  live  oak  Uq^  Id  Florida,  in  the  potseeaioii  of^  or 
with  in  the  control  of  the  Navy  Department;  the 
quantity  porchaaed;  the  persons  &om  irhom  the 
purchases  were  made ;  the  prices  dven ;  to  whom 
paid,  vhen  paid,  and  on  what  authority  ;  together 
with  all  other  infonnatloa  tendiug  to  show  the 
value  of  such  lands  at  the  time  of  ue  pnrohaae,  as 
well  aa  the  qnanU^  and  value  of  the  Bve  oak  tim- 
ber on  each  tract,  fit  fbr  naval  porposes." 

Kr.  Whits,  of  Florida,  said  he  did  not  ob- 
ject to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentie- 
man  from  North  Carolina,  and  would  «coept  it 
as  a  modification  of  his  resolution,  although  all 
the  information  called  for  by  it  had  at  the  last 
session  been  commuuioated  to  Congress.  The 
object  he  had  in  view  was  a  simple  one,  and 
related  to  a  subject  of  more  importance  than 
might  at  first  be  imagined.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Kavy,  in  his  report  to  the  President,  and 
by  him  communicated  to  Congress,  holds  the 
following  langu^ : 

"  Further  efforts  have  been  made  for  the  execu- 
tion of  this  act,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  preserra- 
tioo  of  the  lire  oak  growing  on  the  ooasta  of  the 
Atlantic  &nd  Onlf  of  Hezioo. 

"  By  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  the  Presldeat 
is  authorized  to  provide  for  the  preserration  of  this 
timber ;  but  it  seems  to  have  been  iotended  that 
the  power  should  be  Kmited  to  that  object.  An 
inteipretation  of  tlie  law  has  heretofore  been  enter* 
taiaed,  extendiog  this  power  not  only  to  the  {dant- 
iug  of  the  acorns,  and  the  cultivation  of  plantations 
of  vouDgtrees.'buttothe  parcbase  from  mdlvldnals 
of  Lands  producing  them.  The  paper  accompanying 
this,  marked  D,  shows  tbe  amount  which  has  been 
expended  on  these  plantations,  and  the  auma  wUeh 
have  been  paid  to  individoals  for  the  purchase  of 
tracts  of  such  land. 

"When  it  is  considered  that  this  timber  is  the 
natural  pwdoct  of  the  coast  of  the  United  Stat«^ 
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from  the  St  UKtfa  to  the  Sabine ;  that  the  greater 
part  of  this  belongs  to  the  United  States,  and  ia  pro- 
poaed  to  be  retained  with  a  view  to  preserring  a 
Bupplj  of  tiiiB  important  material  for  the  nary;  it 
can  scarcely  be  necessary  for  the  present  to  engage 
is  its  artificial  propagatioa  or  culture. 

"  Under  an  im[»es«on  that  this  system  is  neither 
eipe^ent,  nor  la  cooformity  to  the  iatentiona  of 
the  act,  an  order  has  been  given  to  disoondnoe  the 
works  after  the  expration  ofthe  present  year. 

"But  the  presenraUon  of  this  Umber  !a  an  object 
of  great  importance,  and  shoold  be  jsmecated  wiUi 
an  active  and  oaderiating  porpose."^ 

He  has  exhibited  in  this  report  the  expenses 
of  ft  pablio  work  recommended  by  his  prede- 
oeBSor,  npcm  the  concurrence  of  the  most  ex- 
peiienoed  naval  oflScen,  and  sanctdoned  by 
tkmpresa,  and  has  announced  his  determination 
to  disoontinne  it  at  the  end  of  this  year.  The 
expenses  to  which  the  OoTemmrat  have  been 
Bubjected,  ore  only  diecIoBed  by  him.  Ilie  ez* 
tent,  pn^^ress.  and  benefit  of  the  work  is  not 
presented,  and  can  only  be  nnderstood  by  hav- 
ing copies  of  the  papers  called  for  in  theresoln- 
tion  he  had  the  honor  to  submit  To  form  a 
jnst  idea  of  any  public  improvement,  the  ad- 
vantages  as  well  as  expenses  ehonld  be  ex- 
hibited  to  those  who  are  to  decide  whether  the 
policy  of  the  coontir  requires  its  coDtinuaace. 

From  a  perusal  of  the  report  of  tlie  Secretary 
of  the  Kavyj  one  would  be  led  to  believe  that 
an  unanthonzed  interprrtatiMihad  been  put  by 
his  wedecesBor  upon  the  third  (erroneously 
oalled  fonrth)  BecUon  of  the  act  for  the  gradu^ 
improvement  of  the  navy.  It  had  fhlleu  to  his 
lot  to  know  something  about  this  subject, 
which,  as  it  had  not  hoen  disclosed  in  the  re- 
port, ought  now  to  be  stated  here. 

The  subject  of  forming  plantations  of  live  oak 
for  the  fatore  supply  of  that  valuable  timber 
for  the  navy,  was  first  introdaced  by  a  resolu- 
tion in  this  House,  on  the  12th  of  January, 
1827.  By  that  resolution,  the  Ck)mmittee  on 
Kaval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  ioquire  into 
the  expediency  of  fonning  plantations  for  reai^ 
ing  live  oak  for  the  fiitnre  supply  of  the  navy. 
It  passed  by  an  almost  nnanimoos  vote ;  and  it 
wak  then  distinctly  annoonced  that  the  timber 
was  ao  rapidly  disappearing,  unless  arttfi- 
oial  propagation  ana  onltote  were  resorted  to, 
there  woold  not  be  a  soffloient  qnanti^  in  a 
few  years  for  naval  purposes. 

It  never  was  conceived  that  the  act  for  the 
gradual  improvement  of  the  navy  conferred 
power  to  make  purchases  of  land.  No  such 
"  interpretation  was  ever  entertained,"  and  no 
such  power  claimed  or  exercised.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  was  believed  that  the  Executive  bad 
no  BQch  authority ;  and  as  it  was  considered 
that  the  pnblic  interest  wonld  be  promoted  by 
the  purchase  of  afew  individnal  oIaim&  to  com- 
plete a  proposed  reservation  of  the  jnuAio  land 
near  a  navy  yard,  a  specific  appropriation  was 
made  in  the  bill  making -appropriation  for  the 
navy  in  1828,  and  will  be  foond  in  the  third 
seotitm  of  that  bill  as  follows : 


"Be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  be,  and  is  here- 
by, appropriated  for  the  pnrduue  of  soch  lands  as 
the  i^esident  of  the  United  States  may  think  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  iwovide  live  oak  and  other  tim> 
ber  for  tha  use  of  Uie  nary  of  the  United  States  a 
sum  not  exoee^g  ten  thousand  dollars,"  ko. 

This  is  the  authority  under  which  the  pnr- 
chasee  were  made,  and  not  the  fourth  section 
of  the  act  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the 
navy. 

The  object  of  this  provision  was  dutinctly 
ezplidned  in  a  communication  to  the  Gommit- 
tee  on  Kaval  Afifurs  in  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Kepresentatives,  and  by  them  to  tiie  respec- 
tive branches  of  Ckmgress  to  which  they  be- 
longed. It  was  proposed  by  the  I^endent  to 
make  a  reewval^on  w  the  pniinsala  fimned  by 
Pensacola  Bay  and  St.  Bosa^Sonnd,  near  to  the 
navy  yard,  for  the  live  oak  then  upon  it,  and 
to  make  an  experiment  of^  or  its  further  propa- 
gation by,  artificial  culture.  The  sitaatioD 
was  perhaps  the  best  in  the  United  States.  The 
promontory  between  these  two  l>odie8  of  salt 
water,  from  its  peculiar  position  and  ^most  in- 
sular form,  presented  advwtages  which  were 
not  offered  on  any  other  part  of  that  coast.  At 
the  distance  of  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  up  the 
sound,  the  waters  approached  within  half  a 
mile,  which  afforded  an  opportunity  of  keeping 
out,  with  tittle  care  and  expense,  the  fires  which 
are  so  destmctive  to  the  yonng  trees.  There 
were  within  this  boundary  a  few  in^vidnal 
elunis  to  be  extinguished.  to  give  the  United 
States  exclusive  jurisdiction  and  possession  of 
the  land.  The  contiguity  of  this  land,  too,  to 
the  navy  yard,  rendered  it  accessible  at  all 
times  to  the  officers,  and  subject  to  their  snper- 
intendence.  A  plan  was  made  at  the  General 
Land  Office,  the  price  to  be  paid  stipulated,  the 
situation  welt  nnderstood,  and  the  intention  of 
the  Government  made  kno\ifn,  and,  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  all  these  facts,  Congress  made  the 
appropriation.  This  took  place  in  that  year, 
when  a  m^ority  of  both  committees,  aqd  of 
boUi  HoDses  of  Congress,  were  opposed  to  the 
Administration,  so  that  there  was  no  overstrain- 
ed construction,  no  absurd  and  arbitrary  inter- 
pretation, to  make  these  purchases.  If  the  at- 
tack is  intended  to  be  made  upon  the  policy  of 
the  measnre,  it  is  impugning  the  decision  of 
Congress,  The  Secretary  has  alsa  stated  that 
live  oak  is  the  "  natural  product "  of  the  whole 
coast  from  St.  Mary's  to  the  Sabine.  This  is 
assumed  as  the  ground  for  abandoning  the 
policy  adopted  by  Congress,  and  continued  by 
this  Administration  from  the  4th  of  March,  1829, 
np  to  this  time.  1  regret  that  I  am  under  the 
necesEdt^  of  differing  from  the  Secretary  bo 
widely  in  this  atatement  If  the  honorable 
Secretary  had  referred  to  the  respectable  naval 
officers  in  the  other  end  of  the  ouUding,  th^ 
would  have  told  hun,  from  information  acqnired 
from  an  intimate  personal  acquaintance  with 
that  coast,  that  the  live  oak  is  found  sparsely 
scattered  at  most  runote  distances,  and  in  oaau 
bodies.  If  artifidal  cnltttre  Ib  not  raorted  to^ 
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and  the  firea  kept  oiit  of  tiiereserTatioDB,  there 
will  not  be  enough  in  fifty  jean  to  bnild  a 
West  India  squadron. 

As  I  have  the  honor  to  represent- the  teni- 
tory  in  which  thia  establishment  is  located,  I 
desire  to  hare  the  anlject  foirly  placed  before 
OtHigresa,  and  let  thttu  dataaa  whether  the 
pnwo  Interest  will  not  be  promoted  hj  the 
contLnuance  of  the  experiment  The  reports 
will  show  that  there  are  70,000  live  oak  trees 
upon  the  land  purchased,  which,  in  half  a  oen- 
tnry,  or  even  a  quarter,  will  be  worth  ten  limes 
the  amount  ever  expended  apon  them. 

Ur.  Whitb  having  aeoeptea  the  amendmeot 
of  SFBumr  aa  a  modinoation  of  his  reatdn- 
tion, 

iir.  HoFFiuK  ifloved  farther  to  amend  it,  hj 
adding  the  following : 

"  And  all  other  information  in  the  power  of  the 
departmeot  to  give,  relative  to  a  production  and 
providing  a  supply  of  live  oak,  and  the  measures 
taken  respecting  the  growing  thereof,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  such  measDros.** 

Ur.  HoFFXAN,  on  offering  this  amendment, 
said,  that  the  subject  of  this  resolution  was  now 
before  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  ia 
conseqaeoce  of  a  reference  to  that  committee 
of  a  part  of  the  annual  Message  of  t^e  Presi- 
dent. His  object  in  moving  this  amendment 
waa  to  eiUarge  the  proposed  call,  so  as  to  em- 
brace all  the  information  on  the  subject  which 
it  waa  in  tJ^epower  of  the  department  to  com- 
mnnicate.  He  was  not  aware,  he  said,  whether 
Congress  had,  or  had  not,  in  any  way  sanction- 
ed the  policy  of  planting.  He  did  not  rise  to 
express  any  opinion  on  tliat  question  at  present, 
bat  only  desired  to  have  ^1  the  information 
which  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it. 

Mr.  Whitb  accepted  the  amendment. 

Ur.  WioELiPFK,  of  Kentucky,  proposed  an 
amendment,  to  in<uude  also  an  inquiry  into  the 
measnrea  adopted  for  the  "  preaervatioa "  of 
the  live  oak  timber.  He  wanted  to  get  at  in- 
formiriltm  on  tlus  subject.  He  understood  that 
there  had  been  a  corps  of  orerseera  employed 
abont  that  business  for  the  last  and  aeveral  pre- 
ceding years.  He  wished  to  know,  from  au- 
thority, what  they  were  about. 

Mr.  Whitb  accepted  also  this  amendment. 

The  resolution,  as  thus  amended,  waa  agreed 
tOf  fwm.  eon.* 

UoHDAT,  Deoember  20. 

JviffePoei, 

Kr.  HopnuB  begged  pemdsEdtHi  to  tampass 
fbr  » moment  apoa  luie  time  of  the  Hoase.  It 
would  be  recollected  that  to-day  was  fixed  upon 
for  proceeding  in  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  in 
the  case  of  that  individual's  impeachment  be- 

*  It  la  now  tlilrtf  jem  ■Inee  thU  Ur*  oak  onltm- 
tloa  poltey  eonuMneod,  and  It  would  ba  ImrtrHetlva  to  In- 
qolre  how  maeh  baa  bawi  azpendad  In  pnnult  of  this  poUof, 
and  lAat  bsBOlU  has  baea  dart  nd  ftoni  theie  plaatattoni. 


[H.  or  B, 

fore  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  It  was. 
in  bis  opinion,  advisable  that  the  House  should 
attend,  even  if  only  in  the  first  instaace  to  pros- 
ecute  the  case  before  the  Senate;  and,  with 
this  view,  he  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Setolved,  .That  this  Honae  wiQ,  from  -time  to  time, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  at- 
tend in  chamber  of  the  Senate  on  the  trial  of 
the  impeachment  against  James  H.  Peek,  a  ia^fi 
of  the  United  States  diatttet  eonrt  for  the  distnei 
of  MissoorL 

Kr.  H0FFIU.N  said,  in  support  of  his  resolu- 
tion, that  it  was  not  dictated  by  any  spirit  of 
idle  curiosity  to  witness  the  proceedings  in  the 
Senate  diamber  on  aoacdemn  andinteiesting  an 
oocadon,  bnt  from  an  anxiety  to  asoert^  the 
pr^plea  vpoa  which  andi  an  impcntant  mat- 
ter was  to  be  oonducted,  in  order  that  the 

Cresence  of  the  Honse,  before  the  highest  tri- 
onal  in  the  Union,  might  give  effect  to  a  case 
which  wonld  be  a  snl^eot  of  discussion  throoghont 
the  country,  and  which  would  form  part  of  our 
public  history.  The  trial  of  an  impeachment 
was  a  proceeding  of  a  grave  nature ;  it  was 
never  instituted  but  for  the  purpose  of  punish- 
ing those  offences  which  the  ordinary  laws 
ooold  not  reach ;  and  aa  snch,  it  was,  perhaps, 
better  that  it  shotUd  be  attended  with  all  tiie 
solemnity  possible ;  besides,  snch  would  be  the 
interest  manifested  to  witneaa  its  progreaa 
that  it  waa  donbtfol  to  Um  whether  th^  would 
be  able  to  obtain  a  quomm  in  that  Honae  during 
the  time  that  the  proceedings  upon  it  were  car- 
rying on  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DwioHT  said  he  concurred  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Kr.  HoFFMas)  in  the 
propriety  of  the  House  attending  during  the 
trial ;  but  this  resolntion  seemed  to  imply  the 
necessity  of  its  oontinnal  attendance.  He  was 
deMrons  the  House  should  meet  at  eleven 
o'clock,  in  order  to  give  the  Hooae  one  honr 
for  their  own  business. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messra.  Vioeufvi 
and  BvoHAiraN,  who  stated  tiiat  ttie  Senate 
were  w^ting  for  the  appearance  of  the  man- 
agers, and  the  propositiott  of  an  amendment  to 
the  res(^ntion  by  Mr.  Dwioht,  which  was  sub- 
sequenUy  negi^ved, 

Mr.  Pole  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by 
inserting  *■  tiliis  day,"  instead  of  "  from  time  to 
time ;  "  and  thia  was  accepted  by  the  mover  aa 
a  modification,  as  this  would  g^vethe  House  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  question  of  its 
continual  attendance,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pbitis  objected  to  the  attendance  of  the 
House  in  the  Senate  chamber,  which  he  con- 
ceived to  be  entirely  unnecessary.  There  were 
two  or  tiirae  hundred  bills  already  on  their 
table,  which  it  would,  he  thought,  be  better  to 
di^jEKwe  0^  with  the  utmost  promptitude.  As 
to  not  having  a  quomm  present  fiwtbe  despatch 
of  the  pubUc  hiuineas,  should  sncfa  be  the  case, 
it  would  be  easy  to  try  the  effect  of  a  call  of 
the  Honse.  Upon  the  question  of  the  adoption 
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of  the  resolution^  he  Bhould  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Hr.  DosDBiDOB  moved  to  lay  the  resolation 
upon  the  table.  Negatived. 

The  resolution  of  Hr.  Hoffhah  was  then 
carried;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wiaxzsrws,  the  Honse  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
3fr.  Dbattoh  in  the  chiur,  and  repdred  in  pro- 
cession, accompanied  by  their  officers,  to  the 
Senate  <AAmber,  where,  having  been  seated,  the 
impeachment  was  proceeded  in. 

The  Representatives,  after  some  time,  having 
returned  to  their  own  hall,  in  like  order,  and 

Mr.  DsATTON  having  reported,  on  motion  of 

Mr.  Whtitlssbt,  it  was  resolved,  tibat  when 
the  ETonse  adjoamed,  it  shonld  a^onm  till 
eleven  o'clock  to-morrow. 


TmsDATf  Deoembor  SI. 
SUbMannfiufttn. 

ISr.  SpBToiR,  from  the  Oommittee  on  .A^- 
enltare,  to  which  was  referred  the  letter  of  P. 
B.  DoponcesQ,  presenting  to  the  House  a  Sag  of 
American  silk  and  mannfactnre,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

**  The  Committee  on  Agrioultare,  to  wfaioh  was 
referred  the  letter  of  Peter  S.  Duponoean^  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House,  anDouncing  bis  presentatioQ 
to  the  Honse  of  a  diken  flag,  bearing  the  ctdote  of 
the  United  States,  made  of  American  sllfc,  reeled 
from  cocoons,  and  prepared  and  woven  by  John 
D'Homergue,  silk  manufacturer  the  entire  process 
in  the  manuikctBre,  of  the  same  having  been  per> 
fimned  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  report : 

**  That  they  consider  this  specimen  of  American 
industry,  applied  for  the  first  time  to  the  pro- 
duction of  a  fabric  in  soch  general  use  in  the 
United  States,  in  the  purchase  of  which,  in  foreign 
coantries,  several  milUona  of  dollars  are  annooBj' 
drawn  from  this  country,  as  highly  aospicioas  to 
the  agriculture  and  arts  of  the  United  Sutes;  and 
that  Mr.  Dnponcean,  for  bis  patriotic  exertions  In 
]»omotlng  the  culture  of  silk,  and  in  bis  efforts  to 
exdte  the  attention  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  that  important  branch  of  industry,  de- 
serves the  commendation  of  bis  country.  The  com- 
mittee liave  received  a  communication  from  Mr. 
Duponceao,  detailing  various  important  facts  and 
remarks  in  reference  to  the  bill  entitled  '  An  act  for 
promoting  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  nlk,* 
which  they  have  appended  to  this  report  for  the 
information  of  the  House ;  and  the  committee  re- 
port a  resolution,  and  recommend  its  adoption  by 
the  House. 

"  Retolved,  That  the  flag,  bearing  the  colors  of 
the  United  States,  raeseoted  to  this  House  by  Peter 
S.  Dnponceau,  of  Philadelidiia,  made  of  American 
rilk,  and  prei«red  and  woven  by  John  D'Homergue, 
silk  manufacturer  in  the  city  Phihidelphia,  be  ac- 
cepted by  this  House,  and  that  it  be  displayed, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Speaker,  in  some  con- 
sjHCuous  part  of  the  ball  of  sittings  of  this  House." 

Kr.  AuoAsssB  moved  that  the  report  and 
letter  therrin  referred  tt^  lie  on  the  tabl^  and 
be  printed. 


[DSCEXBKB,  1880. 

Mr.  Whittlesbt  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question ;  and  the  qnestion  being  pat  to  lay  tJie 
report,  &c.,  on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  46,  nays  74. 

The  qnestion  was  then  pat  on  Hie  adoption  <^ 
the  resolntion  submitted  by  the  committee,  and 
it  was  determined  in  the  affinnatiTe. 

Babseqnently,  the  report  and  letters  ven 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Tile  Impeachment. 

"iii.  BtobbSj  of  New  York,  rose  to  ask,  for  his 
own  information,  whether  it  was  expected  that 
the  mant^rs,  in  the  absence  of  t^e  House, 
were  to  condnct  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
agfunst  Jndge  Peck.  The  hour  for  the  trial  had 
now  arriv^,  and  it  was  necessary  for  the 
House  to  take  some  order  on  the  snbjeot. 

Mr.  HoFFMAK  hoped  that  the  same  oonrse 
would  be  parsued  by  the  Honse  to-day,  as  was 
taken  by  it  yesterday ;  and  he  aocOTdingly  snb- 
mitted,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Bottse,  the 
same  resolution  that  was  yesterday  adopted  by 
the  House. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stboko,  the  House  agreed 
to  meet  to-morrow  at  eleven  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hoffmait,  the  Honse  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Oahbbelen o  in  t^e  chfur ;  &nd. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  the  Hoose,  as  a 
committee,  proceeded  to  the  Senate  chamber, 
further  to  attend  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
against  Judge  Peck;  and,  after  about  two  hours 
and  a  half  spent  tiierein,  the  committee  return- 
ed to  the  hall,  and  the  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair. 

Mr.  OAHBBETEiTa,  from  the  said  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  reported  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  again  attended  the  trial  of 
the  said  impeachment  in  the  Senate,  and  that 
the  court  had  a^jonmed  till  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o'dodE. 


Wkdhibdat,  December  BS. 
TAtf  Iii^peachmen,t. 
Mr.  DwiOHT  submitted  a  resolution,  In  sab- 
stance,  requiring  the  House  to  meet  each  dxj 
at  eleven  o*olo&  daring  the  trial  <rf'the  im- 
peachment of  Judge  Feck ;  and  that  at  twelve 
o'clock  it  wonid  resolve  itself  into  a  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole,  and  proceed  to  the  Senate  for  the 
puipose  of  attending  the  trial. 

Mr.  Write,  of  New  Tork,  called  for  tibe  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolotion,  and 
they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Pettis  opposed  the  resolution.  He  sud 
that  a  resolution  was  offered  at  the  last  session 
of  the  House  to  attend  on  the  trial,  but  the 
House  only  attended  one  day.  When  the 
gentieman  from  New  Tork  (Mr.  Homuv) 
offered  his  resolution  on  Monday,  there  was  no 
time  for  disons^n.  Testerday,  the  Honse 
parsued  the  same  oonrse  as  on  Monday.  He 
hoped  tiie  rescdotion  .would  be  r^ectei^  if  for 
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BO  other  reason  than  that  the  proceeding  was 
wfaoUr  oimeoeRsarjr.  If  the^uwhadDo  basi< 
2ies8  before  them,  geDtlomen  might  iodulge  their 
carioait7  in  attending  the  -triiu  in  the  Senate. 
For  himself,  he  had  no  such  cnriostly.  There 
was  a  great  nnmber  of  bills  on  the  docket, 
which  required  the  action  of  the  House ;  it  was 
a  short  aeasion ;  aod,  if  the  House  attended 
every  daj  in  the  Senate  during  the  trial,  there 
would  be  littie  or  nothing  else  done.  He 
tbonght  the  interest  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  generalif  shonld  be  taken  into  consider- 
ation ;  the  House  had  appointed  able  managers 
to  eoudact  the  impeachment ;  and  these  man- 
■gen  had  dedarad  that  it  was  not  necessary  for 
w  Hooae  to  attend.  Why  should  we  go? 
asked  Mr.  F.  Why  ne^ect  the  pnhlio  badness 
to  gratify  onr  owuonriosityl  Si.  F.  conclad- 
ed  by  ezpresdng  the  hope  that  the  Honse  wonld 
not  be  compelled  to  go  to  the  Senate  in  a  body. . 

Mr.  DwioBT  said  t£at  the  gentleman  who  had 
just  taken  his  seat,  had  remarked  that,  la  at- 
tending the  trial  of  the  impeachment,  gentle- 
men wished  to  indnlge  their  own  cariosity. 
Let  me  ask,  said  Mr.  D.,  if  the  Representatives 
of  the  nation  have  not  a  higher  motive  for 
doing  sot  Were  not  the  Hoose  boand  to  at- 
tend in  the  fulfilment  of  their  constitutional 
fonctiona  I  Mr.  D.  apprehended  that  the  pub- 
lic bnwness  might  be  attended  to,  and  yet  the 
House  be  able  to  attend  on  the  trial. 
After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  FsTTfis, 
Mr.  Cla.t  moved  to  amend  the  resolntion  of 
Mr.  DwiQHT,  by  inserting  the  words  *'antil 
otherwise  ordered ; "  so  ttutt  the  Hoose  shonld 
at  any  time  have  the  power  to  rescind  tiie  reso- 
lntion. - 

Mr.  DwiGHT  aooepted  the  amendment  as  a 
modification  of  his  resolntion. 

Mr.  DoDDBtnoB  preferred  the  resolution 
originally  offered  by  Mr.  Hoffman  on  Monday 
last,  and  moved  its  consideration  as  a  substitute 
for  tiiat  this  day  offered  by  Mr.  Dwioht. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  DosnBtDOi, 
HoFmur,  and  StbonO)  the  amraidment  waa 
rejected. 

Mr.  Dbattoit  then  moved  an  amaidment; 
which  be  supported  in  a  few  words :  when 

Mr.  Hatnss,  believing  that  the  opinion  of 
the  members  was  made  np  on  the  snbjeot, 
called  for  the  previons  qneetioiL  The  call  was 
Bostwned  by  the  Hoase — yeas  SO. 

The  previons  qaestion  was  then  put,  in  the 
following  words,  viz.:  "shall the mtun question 
be  now  put  I  "  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  main  question  being  then  put,  viz.,  on  the 
adoption  of  tiie  resolntion  offered  by  Mr. 
0W1OHT,  it  waa  dedded  in  tiie  negative— yeas 
84,  nays  87. 

So  Uie  House  dedded  to  leave  to  the  man- 
i^en  the  ewdnc^ng  <tf  the  impeaohment  agunst 
Jndse  Feck. 

The  bill  to  establish  certain  post  roads,  and 
to  discontinue  others  coming  np  as  the  order 
of  the  day,  it  was.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Danisi^  in 
ocHueqnenoe  of  tfie  necessary  absoioe  of  Mr. 


[H.  or  R. 

WiozuFFB,  who  offered  a  proviso  to  it  on 
Friday  last,  ordered  to  lie  on  tiie  table. 

The  Honae  thai  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole.  Mr.  Maokb  in  the  diai^  an&  took  np 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bernard  Kelly,  of  Geor- 
gia. The  report  of  the  committee  and  the  evi- 
dence in  the  case  were  read.  The  bill  was 
BQ{n)orted  by  Mr.  TH0aii>80N  and  Mr.  Foster, 
of  Georgia,  and  Mr,  Johnson,  of  iLCntncky,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Wbittlb8st  and  Mr.  Sctmobbb  ; 
the  latter  of  whom  mov^  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clanse  of  the  bill. 

The  motioQ  was  negatived ;  whereupon,  the 
committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 
Honse  without  amendment. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  bj  yeas  and  najys— yeaa  71, 
nays  49. 


Tedbbdat,  December  28. 

Ifavp  Tarda. 

'  The  following  resolution,  yesterday  suhmit- 
ted  by  Mr.  Fsaboe,  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration : 

"  Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  House  the  anmial  Hum 
"necesBary  to  nuiotun  a  oavy  yard  for  boilding  and 
equipiHDg  of  ships  with  de8patob,ander  the  present 
navy  regulations,  with  the  probable  aanual  amount 
of  deteiioraUon  of  bdldlDgB,  and  ioterest  of  tin 
money  disbursed  in  the  weitkw  <tf  bnildlngs  neeee- 
sary  for  a  navy  yard." 

Mr.  EoTFMAN  (Ohiurman  of  the  Naval  Own- 

mittee)  said  he  should  like  to  bear  some  reft- 
sons  offered  for  the  adoption  oS  the  resolotion. 

Mr.  Fbabck  replied  that  be  would  gratiiy 
the  gentleman.  He  assured  him  that  be  had 
not  acted  unadvisedly  in  submitting  the  mo- 
tion; for  he  had  taken  the  puns  to  consult 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  it  was  of- 
fered with  his  approbation.  The  suMeet  had 
been  brought  bw>re  Oongreas  at  the  last  aea- 
non;  the  nnmber  of  navy  ^rds  was  then 
stated  to  be  too  great ;  and  it  was  manifest 
that  if  there  were  mwe  navy  yards  than  was 
necessary  for  the  public  interest,,  that  the  ex- 
pense to  the  nation  of  supportii^  them  was 
greater  than  it  need  be.  He  buieved  t^at 
the  expense  of  nuuntuning  the  several  yards 
amounted  to  |SOO,000  annually.  The  object  of 
tiie  resolution  was  to  obtun  such  infmmation 
as  would  enable  the  House  to  act  ond^rstand- 
ingly  when  the  matter  ahould  be  broi^ht  be- 
fore it. 

Mr.  Hoffman  stated  tiiat,  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Honse,  the  Oonmiktee  an  Naval  AfOnirB  al- 
ready had  the  snl^Ject  before  them;  and  he 
hoped  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  would 
consent  that  the  resolution  should  lie  on  the 
table  until  he,  Mr.  H.,  oonld  confer  with  the 
committee.  He  thought  it  prolnUe  he  should 
be  able  to  do  so  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pbaboe  remarked  that  he  had  no  great 
objection  to  the  resolntion  lying  on  the  table 
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for  8  day  or  two ;  bnt  the  House  would  recol- 
lect that  this  wonld  be  a  short  session,  and  that 
the  infonoation  was  wanted  fw  the  action  of 
the  Home.  Certainly  no  diarespeot  was  in- 
tmded  towards  the  Oommittee  on  Naval  Af- 
j^n ;  axA  he  trusted  that  the  gentteman  woold 
agree  to  the  r^ienwee  at  this  time. 

Ifr.  HoFFUAir  stud  that  the  information  now 
aou^t  coold  be  obtained  throogb  the  Conuoit- 
tee  on  Kaval  Affiurs.  He  thought  the  adoption 
of  the  Besolndon  wholly  unnecessary,  and 
would  conclude  by  moving  that  it  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Impeachment. 
Kr.  HATincB  aabmitted  the  fidlowing  resdla- 
tion: 

Jieiolved,  That,  during  the  trial  of  the  Impeaoh- 
meat  DOW  pending  before  the  Senate,  this  House 
will  meet  daily  at  the  hour  of  eleTen  o'clock  lo  the 
fiorenoou  ;  and  that,  from  day  to  day,  U  wiU  resolve 
itself  into  a  Comniittee  of  the  Whole,  and  attend 
nld  trifti  during  the  continnanee  thereof,  and  until 
the  concludoa  of  the  same. 

In  support  of  this  motion, 

Mr.  HA.YNB8  said,  whatever  difference  of 
opinion  there  might  have  been  on  this  subject 
before,  the  proowdings  of  yeatcn^ay  must  con- 
Tinoe  every  gentleman  of  the  expediency  of 
the  course  now  proposed.  Whilst  the  House 
yesterday  fonod  itself  without  a  qaonun,  he 
saw  that  among  the  absentees  were  gentiemen 
who  had  voted  against  die  proposition  for  at- 
tending the  court  of  impeacumeDt  He  meant 
not  to  charge  any  membera  with  impropriety 
OQ  this  account,  but  mentioned  the  fact  to  show 
the  expediency  and  propriety  of  passing  this 
resolution.  It  appealed  to  him,  indeed,  to  be 
a  singular  procee^ng,  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
tliat  when  the  only  precedent  in  existence  was 
in  &vor  oi  the  course  proposed  in  the  resolu- 
tion now  under  oonuderation,  the  Hoose  should 
have  refused  to  adopt  it  Ck>nld  it  be  pretend- 
ed that  there  was  any  difibrence  in  the  magni- 
tude of  the  present  case  and  the  former  case  of 
impeachment,  which  justified  different  forms  of 
proceeding  in  the  two  oases?  He  presumed 
not.  The  same  personal  liberty,  and  the  same 
inalienable  rights,  guaranteed  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  our  country,  were  involved  in  this  case 
as  in  that  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Ohase. 
Without  going  unnecessarily  into  the  merits  of 
the  case,  or  consuming  (me  moment  of  the  time 
of  the  House,  ICr.  H.  hoped  that  his  motion 
would  prevail. 

Mr.  TnoKKB  considered  it  to  be  the  du^  of 
gentlemen  to  continue  in  the  House,  and  attend 
to  the  public  bunneos  of  tiie  nation ;  and,  if 
any  mraaber  ohoie  to  attend  the  trial,  let  him 
account  to  his  constituenta  for  his  neglect  of 
duty.  He  should  be  very  sorry  if  the  rc*lu- 
tion  was  agreed  to ;  and  he  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  its  adoption. 

Mi,  Hatses  would      the  geutieman  from 
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South  Carolina  how-  members  of  this  House 
were  to  account  for  it  to  their  constitnents, 
in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  so  many 
monbera  bom  the  House  during  the  triu, 
some  lec^sUtion  should  be  defeated  which 
ought  to  succeed,  and-  irane  suoeeed  which 
ought  to  ful.  In  looking  at  this  matter,  lb. 
H.  said  he  viewed  it  as  a  practical  question. 
Every  one  must  know  what  an  interest  wookl 
be  excited  and  felt  in  this  trial  at  almost  every 
moment  of  it,  and  that  it  would  be  impractica- 
ble for  this  House  to  transact  business  whUst 
that  court  was  in  session. 

Hr.  TucKEB  replied :  If  blame  should  attach, 
it  would  be  to  those  who  had  not  discharged 
their  duties,  by  remaining  in  the  House.  If 
any  important  measure  ahould  be  adopted,  af- . 
fecting  the  interests  of  the  constitnents  of 
members  during  their  ahsence  from  the  sittinga 
of  the  House,  let  those  members  account  for  It 
as  they  best  could.  He  should  attend  to  what 
he  conceived  to  be  his  duty. 

Hr.  Fkitib,  of  Missouri,  rose  to  ask  tiie  faw 
of  the  House  to  allow  this  question  to  be  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays.  WhiM  up,  be  would  make 
one  remark.  The  geutieman  from  Georgia 
complained  that  a  quorum  could  not  be  kept 
yesterday.  But,  sud  Mr.  P.,  when  it  was 
doubted  whether  there  was  a  quorum,  it  was 
found,  on  the  Speaker's  count,  that  there  was 
a  quorum.  Experience  snfficientiy  proved  that 
a  quorum  oould  not  be  got  to  attend  the  court; 
for,  on  the  last  attendance  ot  the  House,  the 
honorable  Speaker  and  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  when  tiiey  returned 
from  the  court  to  the  Hous^  returned  fdmost 
alone,  two  or  three  members  only  returning 
with  them.  The  root  of  ^  difficulty  in  this 
matter  was,  in  fact,  the  indisposition  <^  mem- 
bers to  do  the  budness  of  the  House. 

The  House  refused  to  sustain  the  call  for  tiie 
yeas  and  nays ;  and  the  Question  being  taken  on 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Hatbes, 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  96, 
noes  60. 

So  the  House  determined  to  attend  the  trial 
of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck. 

Judge  Peck. 

The  hour  <^  twelve  having  arrived,  Mr.  Bu- 
oBAKAN  rose  and  smd,  that,  as  tiie  House  had 
determined  upon  attending  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment of  Jodge  Fe(^  he  would  midie  a 
motion  that  it  now  go  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  purpose.  He  did  not  vote  for 
the  resolution  wnioh  had  been  this  day  adopt- 
ed, on  the  motion  of  the  gentieman  from  Geor- 
gia ;  yet,  as  the  House  hM  resolved  on  attend- 
ing the  trial  in  the  Senate,  he  thought  it  ought 
to  be  punctual  in  ita  atteimanoe. 

The  SpKAns  observed  that  he  ooswdered  it 
to  be  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  notify 
House  on  each  d^r,  when  it  waa  ready  to  pro- 
oeed  in  the  trial. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  ita^  into  a 
Ocmimittee  of  the  Wlwle,  Mr.  GuasiLna  In 
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the  cfai^,  and  prooeeded  to  the  Seaate  to  at- 
toad  the  trial  of  Judse  Feck. 

HftTii^  returned,  Kr.  0*in«w.»ira  reported 
pngren ;  Ad  tiwrenpon  the  House  adjourned. 


Fbidit,  December  24. 

Mr.  JoHva,  after  a  faw  introdactorj  remarks, 
moved  that  the  resolation  yesterday  adopted, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hi.tnis,  that  the  House 
do,  from  day  to  day,  attend  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment of  Judge  Peck,  be  reoonsidored ;  and 
on  his  motion  he  called  for  theyeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered  by  the  Hoose. 

Hr.  Polk  stud,  that  in  the  first  instance  he 
had  opposed  a  resolation  of  the  kind,  consider- 
ing  it  nnnecessary  for  the  Honse  to  attend  the 
trial  of  the  Im|ieaclunent.  The  Honse,  on  the 
boeanon  to  which  he  alluded,  rejected  the  res- 
olution offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chosetts,  (Mr.  Dwioht^  and  on  that  day  did 
not  attend — ^yesturday  they  did.  The  Senate 
had  been  notified  that  this  House  would  attend 
during  the  trial,  and  he  was  anxious  that  t^e 
House,  though  the  resolution  was  adopted 
against  his  wishes,  yet,  being  adopted,  should 
preserve  a  proper  degree  of  consistenoy.  He 
considered  it  of  no  importance  that  the  House 
should  attend  the  trial ;  they  would  adjourn  to 
Monday ;  and  if^  on  that  day,  a  m^ority  shonld 
determine  aoi^nst  attending,  why,  be  it  so ;  but 
let  ns  not  be  blown  about  by  every  Imeeze. 
ICr.  P.  moved  to  postpone  the  question  of  re- 
eoDsideration  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  JoHSB  making  no  objejition,  his  moUon 
was  postponed  by  general  oonaent. 

The  Honse  a^in  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Caubbbun'g  in  the 
ohur,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate  chamber  for 
the  purpose  of  attending  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peatmment  of  Judge  Peck.  Havin?  returned 
to  their  hall,  the  committee  reported  progress, 
and  the  Honse  adjourned  to  M<mdi^. 

MoiTDAT,  December  S7. 
JtiOifePeek. 
The  hour  of  twelve  liaving  arrived,  Mr.  Bn- 
OHANAN  moved  that  the  House  do  now  resolve 
itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  tiie  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment of  Judge  Peek ;  wMoh  moUun  was 
agreed  ta 

Mr.  OAHBXKxm  was  again  called-  to  the 
dh^  and  the  oommiTtee  prooeeded  to  the  Sen- 
ate Cuamber.  Having  afterwards  retnmed  to 
-UMir  haQ,  the  oonmiittee  reported  further  prog- 


TnnBanAT,  December  80. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolation  of  Mr.  Howard,  ordering  the  print- 
ing of  certain  reports;  the  amendment  propos- 
ed yesterday  by  Mr.  OAiCBBaLBva  b^ng  nnder 
eonaderation — 

Mr.  Watxk  observed  that,  when  the  hoar 


[H.  orRt 

expired  yesterday,  he  was  abont  to  state  the 
distinction  between  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  and  the  gentleman  from 
New  Tork,  There  was  no  audi  difference  be- 
twe«n  them  as  would  justiiy  the  Hoose  in  re- 
jecting the  one  and  adopting  the  other.  If  the 
object  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Tork,  in 
sabmitting  his  amendment,  was  to  inform  the 
public  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  opinions,  on  a  certain 
subject,  in  '08,  npon  what  principle  will  the 
Honse  r«jjeot  fats  amwidmeot,  and  adopt  the  res- 
olation cff  the  gentleman  frmn  Mar^and,  when 
it  calls  for  the  doctrines  promul^Aed  1^  the 
same  in  180S  f  And  that,  too,  when  the  avowed 
object  of  the  gentiemaa  from  Maryland  is  not 
to  enlighten  the  public  mind,  but  to  subserve 
party  purposes.  The  object  of  the  sentiemut 
from  Maryland  was  to  prove  that  Mr.  Jeflfor- 
son,  and  the  party  that  came  with  him  into 
power,  were  in  favor  of  the  protective  sys- 
tenu  Mr.  W.  had  no  objection  to  the  resolu- 
tion, and  he  would  vote  for  it,  whether  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  man  New  York 
was  adopted  or  not. 

He  woold  vote  for  it  because  there  could  be 
nothii^  tortured  oat  Qf  these  reports  to  prove 
that  iix.  Jefferson,  or  his  friends  had,  at  my 
time,  conceded  the  power  in  question.  Mr.  W. 
said  he  was  not  now  disposed  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  that  question :  but,  when  he  saw 
an  attempt  made  to  impress  the  belief  that  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  in  favor  of  certain  doctrines,  he 
felt  bound  to  correct,  as  far  as  he  could,  the 
erroneous  impression.  Such  a  proposition  was 
never  distinotiy  affirmed  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  nor 
by  his  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Gallatin. 
He  wonld  acknowledge  that  duties  were  im- 
posed on  foreign  articles  daring  Mr.  Jefferson^s 
AdndniBtration ;  hut  it  was  equally  well  known, 
that  the  express  oljeot  of  that  tariff  was,  not  as 
a  bonnty  to  domestic  muiufiictares,  but  to 
liquidate  the  national  debt.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W., 
in  looking  over  Mr.  Gallatin's  reports,  I  have 
found  no  evideqce  whatever,  of  the  slightest 
interference  with  this  subject.  In  one  of  Mr. 
Jefferson's  Messages  to  Oongress  be  alluded  to 
the  enooaragemeut  of  such  manufactures  as 
woold  render  us  independent.  A  general  prop- 
osition was  made  in  Congress  to  refer  this 
part  of  the  message  to  a  committee,  in  order  to 
see  what  might  be  nec^sary  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  military  establishment. 

A  debate  arose  on  this  snlyec^  in  which  the 
strong  ground  was  taken,  ^t  Oongress  had 
no  power  to  act  on  the  snbtfect,  and  that  it  was 
striody  confined  to  revenae  bills.  From  these 
circumstances,  Mr.  W.  thooght  it  a  matter  of 
inference,  not  to  be  resisted,  that,  so  far  as  the 
character  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration  is 
concerned,  there  is  no  support  to  be  obtained 
for  the  protective  system.  He  did  not  say  that 
all  Mr.  Jefferson's  friends  were  opposed  to  it. 
As  he  said  before,  Mr.  W.  was  indifferent,  him- 
self, whether  the  amendment  of  the  gentieman 
from  New  York  was  adopted  or  not.  He  woold 
-vote  both  for  it  and  the  resolntton. 
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The  gentlenun  from  Uaryland  wishes  to  oall 
np  reports  ctf  this  Honse  in  180^'8  and  '4,  to 
prove  that  Mr,  Jeflbraon,  and  the  party  in  pow- 
er with  him,  were  In  avor  of  ute  protective 
system.  Why  not,  said  Mr.  W.,  suffer  Mr.-Jef- 
ferson's  own  report,  on  the  same  subject,  to  be 
giyen  to  the  public  1  Why  not  permit  him  to 
bpeak  for  hiinself  t  He  believed  the  reports 
were  only  to  be  fonnd  in  the  lilnrary  of  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  Button  sud  he  was  not  disposed  to 
make  any  remarks  on  the  merits  of  the  reports 
called  for,  either  by  the  geaUeman  from  Mary- 
iand,  or  the  geaUeman  from  New  T(H-k.  The 
HoosBthe  observed  had  no  li^t  to  admt  either 
tho  resolaticai  or  the  amendmoot.  He  bad 
no  doabt  bat  slH  would  reooUeot  a  Joint  resoln- 
tlon  prtssed  last  session,  prohibiting  the  expen- 
diture of  tiie  contingent  fnnd  for  any  printing, 
Other  than  that  called  for  by  the  onrrent  hnai- 
nesB  of  either  Ilonae.   All  other  printing  must 

paid  for  out  of  the  Treasury,  or  by  uie  or- 
dinary process  of  an  appropriation  bill.  He 
would,  for  the  satisfaction  of  tho  House,  ask 
the  Clerk  to  read  the  joint  resolntion  to  which 
he  alluded.  And,  alter  it  had  been  read,  Mr. 
D.  moved  that  the  resolution  and  amendment 
be  referred  to  the  Gotnmittee  on  the  Library ; 
and  the  qnestion  being  put,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Obiltox  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

RtKixxdy  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed, 
wiUi  instrocUoos  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
adopting  some  noiform  mode  for  computing  the  dis- 
tance for  which  members  of  Coogress  shall  be 
allowed  compeDsatioD  for  mileage  to  and  from  the 
aeat  of  Oovemmeut ;  and  that  said  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Ohilton  said  that  he  had  not  offered  the 
resolution  with  a  view  to  cast  any  imputation 
on  honorable  members.  Neither  bad  he  offered 
it  from  electioneering  motives,  or  with  a  view  to 
home  consumption.  That  there  was  a  great 
^sparity,  at  the  present  time,  in  the  computa- 
tion of  the  mileage  of  members,  oonld  not  be 
denied.  As  an  example,  he  wotdd  state  that, 
of  two  gentlemen  both  living  in  tiie  same  sec- 
tion the  country,  one  had,  by  a  difference  in 
the  computation  of  mileiwe,  received  a  differ- 
ence in  amount  of  one-halt.  In  1826,  tbe  ndle- 
age  of  the  two  Senators  from  Missouri,  both 
residing  in  St.  Louis,  so  varied,  that  one  re- 
ceived $1,700  and  a  small  fraction,  while  Uie 
other  received  $8,800  and  a  lai^  fraction.  He 
had  made  it  his  business  to  examine  into  the 
subject,  and  he  had  discovered  many  inequali- 
ties in  the  payment  of  the  mileage  of  menibers, 
which,  in  nls  opinion,  called  loudly  for  tiie  in- 
terporation  of  tne  Hotue,  so  that  an  equality 
might  be  established  amongst  members.  He 
wished  the  resolution  to  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee ;  bat,  if  tiie  House  did  not  oonMder  it  a 
matter  of  nifflt^nt  importance  to  XsHisa  tills 
oonzBe^  he  was  satined,  ii  th^y  saw  proper 


to  take  np  the  eal^ect,  it  would  oraunme  bufc 
littie  time. 

Mr.  OixBitiLiso  did  nob  think  tiie  reecdnticm 
of  sufficient  importance  for  tbe  appointment  of 
a  Select  Oommittee,  and  sn^esten  to  the  mover 
to  refer  it  to  the  Oommittee  on  the  Post  Offioe 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Obxltoit  only  wanted  some  order  taken 
upon  the  resolution  by  the  House,  and  declared 
his  readiness  to  agree  to  the  proposed  modifloa* 
tion. 

Mr.  WiOELivra  sidd  it  would  be  recollected 
that,  at  the  last  session  of  Oongress,  the  House 
of  Bepromntatives  had  passed  a  bill  on  this 
snliieot,  which  had  not  been  acted  npon  by  the 
Senate ;  and  he  was  mabh  astonidiM  at  hear- 
ing of  some  of  the  reasons  which  were  asugned 
in  that  body  whjf  the  bill  should  not  pass. 
[The  8pEi.KXB  said  it  was  not  in  order  to  al- 
lude to  proceedings  in  the  Senate  Mr.  Wiox- 
LiFFB :  Not  to  proceeding  of  the  last  session  t 
The  Speajexb  :  No,  sir.  Mr  WioKLiFrx ;  If  we 
have  no  right  to  refer  to  proceedings  of  either 
House  at  former  sessions  of  Congress,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  theparliamentary  rules  ought  to 
be  amended.]  What  he  had  risen  to  snggest, 
however,  was,  that  the  Oommittee  on  Pablio 
Expenditures  wpeared  to  him  the  moat  proper 
committee  to  refer  the  subject  to. 

Mr  OmLToir  said  he  had  no  objection  to  neb 
a  reference  of  it 

Mr  JamnNQS,  after  a  flaw  observations,  moved 
to  lay  the  resolntion  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ghiltoh  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion,  and  tiiey  were  ordered  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  Ellswobth  caBed  for  the  reading  of  the 
present  law  on  the  subject  of  the  mileage  of 
members,  and  the  law  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  lining  the 
resolntion  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  neg« 
ativ^  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Kessrs.  Anderson,  Bamwdl,  Bachanal^ 
Dudley,  Edward  Everett,  Gtirley,  Hunmons,  Hajnes, 
Hinds,  Jarris,  Jennings,  Kennon,  Itorton,  Henry  K. 
Storn,  Vinton,  Edward  D.  White,  Wilde— 17. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Angel,  Archer, 
Armstrong,  Arnold,  Bailey,  Noyes  Barber,  Burio- 

fir,  Bartny,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beekman,  BeU,  James 
lair,  John  Blur,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst,  Brown, 
Gaboon,  Cambreleng,  Carstm,  Chandler,  CMlton, 
CUibome,  Clay,  Clark,  Coke,  Coleman,  Condict, 
Conner,  Cooper,  Cowlea,  CrMg,  Crane,  Crawford, 
Crockett,  &eighton,  Crocberon,  Crowninahield, 
Daniel,  Davenport,  Warren  R.  Bam,  Denny,  Desha, 
De  Witt,  DicUnson,  Doddridge,  Draper,  Drajton, 
Duncan,  Dwigbt,  £iger,  Earn,  Ellsworth,  George 
Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  H.  Everett,  Findlay,  Finch, 
Ford,  Forward,  Foster,  Fry,  Gaither,  Elmore,  Gor- 
don, Green,  Grennell,  Htdl,  Halsey,  Harrey,  Haw- 
kins, Hodges,  Holland,  Hofitoan,  Howard,  Hubbard, 
Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Ingersoll,  T.  Irwin,  W.  W. 
Irvin,  Johns,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Care  Johnson, 
Keni^  Ktneaid,  Perkins  Sine,  Adam  King,  Lea, 
Iifcaritt,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Magee,  Uarr,  Uartindale,  MarUn,  Thomas 
lUxweQt  Lnrto  Maxwell,  McOoy,  MoDnffie,  MoIntiN, 
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Mercn,  Wtdi^  MuUenberg,  ITw^Di,  Ftttton, 
Fearce,  Fettto,  nenon,  Pol^  Potter,  Randolirii, 
Keed,  Bencher,  Ricbardsoo,  Roane,  Bnssel,  Sanfwd, 
Seotl,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  ShieldB, 
SevnooB,  Kll,  Smith,  Speight,  Ambrose  Spencer, 
Sptigg,  fltandifer,  Sterigere,  William  L.  Storra, 
Btraog,  Snnn,  Swift,  Taylor,  Teat,  Wile;  Thomp- 
son, Jolm  Thomson,  Tracy,  Trezrant,  Tucker, 
Tance^  Tamum,  Yeii^uick,  Washington,  Wayne, 
Weeks,  WhittlMejr,  \nokliflb,  ^HDUuna,  Tance;, 
Tonng— 160. 

Hie  qautSm  -wu  then  |Kit  on  the  adoption 
ot  the  rewlntion,  and  it  vas  agreed  to. 


IfoNDAT,  January  8, 1881. 

DeTunark  and  ths  United  StaUt. 

The  Speaker  laid  befbre  the  Hooae  the  follow- 
Ing  Xesuge  from  the  President  of  the  Ui^ted 
States: 

^thtSotU9ofRepr€*eiUaHvetofthe  United  8tate$ : 
I  transmit  herewith  to  Congress  the  copy  of  a 
correspondence  wliich  lately  passed  between  Ut^or 
General  Von  Scholten,  his  Danifib  Uajesty's  Gov- 
ernor General  of  his  West  India  possesrions,  and 
•pedal  iriniater  to  tiie  United  SUtes,  and  Mr.  Van 
BnreD,  Seeietary  of  State,  eraoemlog  the  regula- 
tion of  the  commercial  intoroonrse  between  uioee 
poasertons  and  the  United  ^tes ;  which  compre- 
hends the  propositions  that  General  Ton  Scholten 
made  to  this  GoTerament,  In  behalf  of  his  sot- 
creigD,  upon  ttiat  subject,  and  the  answers  of  the 
Sseratary  of  State  to  the  saiDe,  the  last  showing 
the  grounds  npon  which  this  GoTemmoit  decIlDed 
acceding  to  the  orerturea  of  the  Danish  enroy. 

Ttiis  correspondence  Is  now  snhmitted  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  in  compliance  with  the  wish 
and  reqaest  of  General  Yon  Scholten  himself,  and 
under  the  Ml  persuasion,  on  my  part,  that  it  will 
foeeire  all  the  attention  and  consideration  to  *bich 
the  very  friendly  relations  that  have  so  long  sahsist- 
ed  between  the  United  Statei  and  the  King  of 
Denmark,  espeeiaUy  entitle  H,  In  the  ooaoous  of 
this  Union. 

AXDREW  JACKSON. 
WianxoTM^  Deeentitr  81, 1880. 

The  HeHage  wu  read,  and,  together  with 
the  doenmenti  aoonnpanyii^  it^  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  on  Oormneroe,  and  ordered  to  be 
'  pisted. 

Britiah  Colonial  Trade. 

The  Spefdcer  aUo  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  Messf^  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States: 

7b  the  Emm  ofReprtmntaHvu  of  tht  United  BtaUt : 
I  communicate  to  Congress  the  papers  relatiug  to 
the  recent  arrangement  with  Great  Britain  with 
respect  to  the  trade  between  her  colonial  poses- 
rions  and  the  United  States,  to  whidi  reference  was 
made  In  ny  nusMge  at  the  opening  of  the  present 
aMwn. 

It  wiQ  ^ipear  from  those  documents,  that,  owing 
to  the  omisBon,  in  the  act  of  the  29th  of  Hay  last, 
«tm  ol&nsa  expreedy  restricting  imporuUons  into 
the  British  oolonfea  m  American  Teasels  to  the  pro- 


[H.orB. 

'doetioas  of  the  United  States ;  to  the  amendment 
engrafted  upon  that  act  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, providing  that,  when  the  West  India  colo- 
nies should  be  opened,  the  commercial  intercourse 
of  the  United  States  with  all  other  parte  of  the 
British  dominioM  or  possesuona  should  be  left  on  a 
footing  not  less  favorable  than  it  now  is ;  and  to 
the  act  not  specifying  the  terms  upon  which  British 
vessels  condiig  from  the  Northern  colonies  should 
be  admitted  to  entry  into  the  porta  of  the  United 
States;  an  awrebension  was  entertained  by  the 
Government  of  Great  Briton,  that,  under  the  con- 
templa(ed  arrangement,  clums  might  be  set  up  on 
our  part,  inconautont  with  the  proportions  submit- 
ted by  our  minister,  and  with  the  terms  to  wUch 
she  was  witling  to  agree;  and  that  this  drcomstanoe 
led  to  explanations  between  Hr.  HcLane  and  the 
Eari  of  Aberdeen,  respecting  the  intention  of  Con- 
gresa,  and  the  true  coostrucUoQ  to  be  given  to  the 
act  referred  to. 

To  the  interpretatioa  ^ren  by  them  to  that  act, 
I  <Ud  not  heidtato  to  agree.  It  was  quite  clear 
'  that,  in  adopting  the  amendment  referred  to,  Con- 
gress could  not  have  intended  to  preclude  future 
alterations  In  the  existing  Interconne  between 
the  United  States  and  other  parte  of  the  British 
dominions ;  and  the  suppodtion  that  the  omission 
to  restrict,  in  terms,  the  importetionsto  the  i»^uc- 
tions  of  the  country  to  which  the  vessels  belong, 
was  intentional,  was  precluded  by  the  propositioas 
l»«Tionsly  made  by  this  Ooveniment  to  that  of 
;  Great  Britun,  and  which  were  before  Congress  at 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act;  by  the  principles 
which  govern  the  maritime  legislation  of  the  two 
countries,  and  by  the  provisions  of  the  existing 
commercial  treaty  between  them. 

Actuated  by  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  con< 
vinced  that  It  was  in  accordance  with  the  real  inten- 
tions of  Congress,  I  fialt  It  my  duty  to  (^ve  dkct  to 
the  arrangement,  by  issuing  the  required  proclama- 
tion, of  which  a  copy  Is  likewise  herewith  eommu< 
nicated. 

ANDBEW  JACKSON. 
Washiiiotoii,  Jmnary  8, 18S1. 

The  Ueasage  was  read,  and,  together  with 
the  Bocompanying  doonment^  were  referred  tfi 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  6,000 
oo^ea  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Hooae  them  a^oomed. 


TuBSDAT,  January  4. 

Ur.  Stobbs,  from  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
poiotetl  <m  tlie  PreeldenVs  Message  relative  to 
the  fifth  oensns,  reported  the  following  bill : 

*'Be  it  enacted,  fee.  That  It  shall  and  nuty  be  hw- 
fbl  for  such  of  the  assistante  to  the  marshals  in  the 
respective  States  and  Territories,  who  have  not, 
before  the  passage  of  this  act,  made  their  respective 
returns  to  such  marehala,  under  the  act  hereby 
amended,  to  c«npleto  their  enumerations  and  make 
tiieir  returns  under  the  nid  act,  at  any  time  before 
the  Ist  day  of  Jane,  1881 :  Pr<mded,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  deemed  to  release  sueh 
assistanta  from  the  penalties  contained  in  the  act 
aforesaid,  unless  their  returns  shall  be  made  witlua 
the  time  prescribed  in  this  act." 
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Mr.  Stobbs  mored  that  the  hill  be  ordered 
to  he  eogrosfied  for  a  third  reading,  ohserving 
titiat  there  were  bat  three  oases  of  failure  to 
make  the  returns  within  the  requi^te  time  for 
which  the  bill  was  intended  to  provide;  name- 
ly, from  ooA  county  in  TennesMe,  one  coonty 
in  Indiana,  and  two  of  the  wards  of  the  city  of 
New  York. 

Kt.  Beix,  of  Tennessee,  desired  to  know 
whether  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  intended  to 
inteifere  with  the  apportionment^  at  the  present 
sesstoD,  of  the  ratio  of  representation  nnder  the 
new  census;  becaose,  as  the  Legislature  of 
Teonessee  sits  but  onoe  in  two  years,  a  poet* 
ponement  of  the  appointment  would  prove  in- 
convenient to  that  State,  and  he  found  tbat  the 
time  of  completing  the  census,  and  mitHng  re- 
turns, was  extended  to  Jane  next 

Hr.  Btobbs  ezpluned.  The  inBtrootions  from 
the  DMMTtment  of  State  to  the  marshab  were 
limited  to  the  lafe  of  December  for  making  their 
returns  of  the  enumwatitm.  The  instruction 
was  snoh  a  one  as  no  derk  in  the  Department 
onght  to  have  taken  upon  himself  to  issue ;  be- 
cause, although  the  law  itself  made  that  limita- 
tion the  instruction  from  the  Department,  the 
deputy  marshals  wonld  prolubly  not  have  dis- 
continued the  enumeration,  as  appears  to  have 
been  tbe  case,  when  it  was  discovered  that  it 
could  not  be  completed  within  the  precise  time 
fixed  by  the  actC  Having  been  informed  by 
the  clerk  in  the  Department  having  chai^  of 
the  bnsineaa,  that  no  retom  would  be  received 
after  the  lat  of  December,  the  deputy  marshals 
had  ceased  the  enumeration  at  tiiat  time;  so 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  must  now  have  time 
to  communicate  with  those  iniui«h<t]«  before  they 
will  resome  the  enameration.  In  regard  to  the 
^>portionment  of  representation  under  the  new 
oensns,  this  bill  onght  not  to  interfere  with  or 
delay  that  object  at  alL  In  1^0,  the  returns 
were  not  entirely  complete,  yet  the  appoint- 
ment was  fixed,  so  far  as  the  retnms  were  re- 
ceived ;  and  arterwards,  when  the  additional 
retoms  from  Alabama  came  in,  a  supplemental 
law  gave  that  Btate  the  benefit  of  it.  Kr.  S. 
eaid  he  ahonld,  in  a  vwy  few  daja.  move  to  take 
np  the  apportionmflnt  bUL  which  shoold  be 
passed  at  an  early  day,  or  the  delay  might  pro- 
dooe  to  some  <a  the  States  the  inoonvemenoe 
of  an  extra  eearion  d  QaSr  Le^^datore^  to 
arrange  their  reiH^wataticm  nnder  t^  new  ap- 
portionment. 

'Mr.  Whittlbbbt  moved  to  strike  out  of  the 
bill  the  following  words :  "  unless  their  returns 
ehall  be  made  within  the  time  prescribed  by 
this  act but  the  amendment  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Stobbs,  and  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Bailbt,  the  following  ad- 
ditional proviso  was  added  to  the  bill : 

"  And  provided  further.  That  no  person  be  in- 
eluded  in  the  returns  made  under  the  present  act, 
unlen  soch  persons  shall  have  been  iohabltanta  of 
the  ^stricta  of  which  such  returns  ahftll  be  made  on 
the  1st  day  of  June,  one  UKHuaod  eight  hundred 
andtlurty." 


Thus  amended  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

SaUroadjTom  SatHmwe  to  WiuhijiffUn. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  ooustruction  of  a 
lateral  bracdi  ci  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail- 
road to  the  dty  of  Washington,  came  np  £me 
connderatioa;  when 

Kr.  SsHHRS  eabndttod  the  fblloving  amend- 
ment: 

Sic.  1.  And  b«  it  enacted.  That  the  said  road 
sbidl  be  looated  over  such  ground,  and  have  imdt 
course  and  direction,  &3  eDgioeerB,  authorized  and 
appointed  by  the  Govemment,  shall  determine  and 
advise. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  enacted,  That  the  said  company 
shall  not  make  any  higher  charges  for  tolls  or  tnDs> 
portation  on  any  part  of  the  road  to  be  constructed 
between  BalUmore  and  the  District  of  Columbia, 
than  are  allowed  by  law  for  tolls  and  trt asportation 
from  west  to  east,  on  the  Baltimtwe  and  Oluo  rail- 
road, except  as  antborind  by  the  aeeond  aeotion  of 
thisacL 

Sec.  S.  And  be  ii  enacted.  That  uoten  the  sud 
road  between  Baltimore  and  the  District  of 
Columbia  is  commenced  within  one  year  from  the 
passage  of  this  act,  and  finished  within  three  yeaia 
thereuter,  thia  aet,  and  all  the  privileges  wlddi  It 
confers  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bulioad  Com- 
pany, shall  cease,  and  be  entiidy  v(dd  and  of  no 
effect. 

Mr.  Seuuks  s^d,  it  became  his  daty^  as  one 
of  the  Bepresentativee  of  Maryland,  which  has 
so  deep  an  interest  in  tSie  proposed  meaanre^  to 
make  a  few  bri^  remirks  m  support  of  the 
amendment  he  had  oflbzed.  Not  aotioipsting 
that  this  bill  would  be  oalled  np  to-day,  said 
be,  I  refp^t  t^at  I  have  .not  had  time  for  refleo- 
tion,  which  would  enable  me  to  do  that  justice 
to  tne  subject  which  its  great  importance  de- 
mands. 

This  is  a  great  national  work,  one  which  is  to 
affect  the  interest  of  the  whole  United  States, 
and  therefore  demands  our  most  serious  consid- 
eration ;  and  it  becomes  the  duty  of  Congress, 
whilst  it  has  the  power,  to  bestow  that  atten- 
tion which  will  enable  us  to  protect  and  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  whole  ooantry. 

The  constmotioa  of  worics  of  this  character 
may,  in  common  eases,  be  safely  confided  to  the 
discretion  of  the  corporation  which  has  chai^ 
of  the  undertaking,  because  their  private  and 
individnal  into^st  is,  generally  Hteaking,  t^o 
surest  gnarantj  of  thdr  fiddity ;  but  the  ease 
now  under  conedderation  forms  an  exception  to 
this  gener^  rule.  The  work  in  question  is  (Mf 
great  national  importance,  and  promises  to  be 
one  of  tiie  most  profitable  investments  of  money 
that  can  be  made  anywhere  in  this  country ; 
whilst  many  rich  and  powerful  persons,  with 
great  resources  and  influence,  and  having  op- 
posite and  oonflioting  interests,  are  engaged  m 
it,  and  have  the  oontnd  of  the  oiH|>(Hrati(Mi 
which  is  to  omutmot  it:  for  those  gentlsmeni 
personally  and  individnally,  I  have  great  re- 
spect, and  would  as  aom  confide  in  their  integ- 
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rify  and  disinterestedness,  as  in  those  of  any 
other  company  m  existence ;  bnt,  under  exist- 
ing dmunstances.  it  becomes  the  datj  of  Cod- 
greas,  as  the  giuraiana  of  the  pnblio  welfare,  to 
gtTO  snoh  a  mreotion  to  the  proposed  improve- 
ment as  Till  eEFectaally  promote  the  public  in- 
terest. 

The  amendment  I  have  offered,  embraces 
three  distinct  propoeitifms.  The  first  is,  ttiat 
the  road  shall  be  made  in  snob  manner  and  over 
snch  groand,  and  in  snch  coarse  or  direction, 
as  eogineers  appointed  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  shall  advise  and  determine. 
To  this  proposition,  I  presume  there  can  be  no 
objection  :  becaase  the  United  States  engineers 
have  been  largely  employed  in  locating  the 
mun  track  of  l£e  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad, 
ai^  may  safely  be  trosted  with  the  looation  of 
tluB  lateral  branch,  wldlst  the  peculiar  olrcnra- 
stwioes  of  the  ease  nnder  oonnderation  rendw 
sacfa  a  provision  indispensably  necessary.  The 
tribnn^  which  is  to  decide  on  the  location  of 
this  great  and  important  national  road,  ought 
to  be  placed  above  the  reach  and  even  above 
the  snspicion  of  local  feeling  and  private  inter- 
ests, more  especially  since  there  are  so  many 
conflicting  and  opposing  interests  engaged  in 
the  undertaking.  Take,  for  example,  tiae  Balti- 
more end  of  the  proposed  road ;  three  different 
routes  are  spoken  of,  and  all  have  powerAil 
support  from  the  individuals  whose  local  md 
private  interests  are  to  be  aflbeted  by  it 

The  first  of  these  routes,  the  one  whioh  is 
sapposed  to  be  tiie  most  direct  will  cross  the 
Patuwoo  Bivet  at  Elkddge  landing,  at  or  near 
Smitn's  bridge ;  the  second  will  cross  the  river 
at  the  Patterson  viaduct,  and  the  third  will  pass 
by  EUicott's  mills.  Which  of  these  routes 
onght  to  be  preferred  I  am  unable  to  say ;  there 
ia  a  strong  party  in  favor  of  each  one,  and,  no 
matter  which  is  selected,  there  will  be  much 
dissatisfaction  and  complaint,  unless  the  selec- 
tion be  made  by  some  independent  and  impar- 
lial  tribunal  in  whom  all  have  confidence. 
Bndh,  I  enppoee,  we  may  consider  a  board  of 
enfrine«^  appelated  by  the  Preudent  of  the 
XJwed  States.  This  appeara  to  be  almost  the 
only  seonrity  we  have  that  the  looation  will  be 
made  with  &  view  to  the  public  good,  and  the 
publio  good  only.  Again,  let  ns  look  at  the  Dis- 
trict end  of  this  road,  and  hen  we  find  the  same 
kind  of  difficnlties  and  embarrassments.  Wheth- 
er the  road  will  enter  Georgetown  or  Washing- 
ttm,  or  at  what  point  of  either  city  it  will  enter, 
is  a  matter  of  doubt  and  uncertainty.  There 
are  several  practicable  routes,  all  of  which  have 
their  advocates ;  and  at  present  it  is  uncertain 
whether  the  road  will  diverge  to  the  west,  and 
pass  through  Anne  Arundel  and  Ifont^mery 
to  Gwrmtown,  or  whether  the  focUiUes  for 
oonstniraon  are  snoh  as  to  permit  it  to  proceed 
in  ueariy  a  direct  line  to  this  city,  where,  in 
my  hnmble  opinion,  it  ought  to  come,  if  practi- 
cable; but  of  one  thing  we  are  certain,  that 
each  interest  will  endeavor  to  have  that  route 
seleoted,  which  will  best  pnxmote  its  own  par- 


[H.  OF  R. 

Ocular  views.  Such,  sir,  is  the  nature  of  man, 
and  we  may  talk  as  much  as  we  please  abont 
patriotism  and  disiuterestedne^  bnt  self-interest 
is  the  great  moving  prindple  which  governs 
manldnd,  and  most  of  ns  wUl  obey  its  impulses. 

I  ODofeas  that  I  do  not  even  pretend  to  rise 
above  this  feeling  but,  like  other  men,  am  fmx- 
ions  to  promote  what  I  believe  to  be  the  best 
interests  of  those  who  sent  me  here.  X  believe 
that,  on  examination  by  competent  persons,  the 
most  advant^^ous  route  wiU  be  found  to  pass 
through  the  very  heart  of  my  district^  and' will 
advance  the  local  IntereBta  of  my  constituents ; 
Iwlleving  this, 'as  well  as  for  general  reasons  of 
a  public  nature,  I  am  anxious  that  an  impartial 
and  independent  tribunal,  which  has  no  local 
interests  or  local  feeUngs  to  gratify,  ahall  deug- 
nate  the  route ;  and  if  I  am  msappointed,  I  wQl 
moat  dierafnlly  snbmit,  and  I  risk^othing  in 
making  the  same  pledge  for  those  I  rmresent 
The  Honse  will  perceive  by  the  bill,  that  this 
roa^is  also  intended  for  the  transportation  of 
the  Viited  States  mail ;  this  increases  the  in- 
terest of  the  Government  in  the  undertaking^ 
and  is  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment I  have  offered,  because,  if  it  be  intended 
for  a  mail  route,  the  saving  of  a  few  miles  is  of 
immense  importance. 

The  second  proportion  is,  that  there  shall 
be  no  higher  charges  for  tolls  or  transportation 
than  are  allowed  by  law  to  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  Oompany  for  UiUi  or  transporta- 
tion from  west  to  east  Thb  requires  some  ex- 
planation. By  the  charter  of  the  Baltimoro 
and  Ohio  Railroad  Oompany,  diflbr«nt  rates  of 
toll  are  allowed.  From  west  to  east  w 
limited  to  one  cent  a  ton  per  mile  for  toll,  and 
three  cents  a  ton  per  mile  for  transportation ; 
while,  from  east  to  west,  they  have  the  power 
to  chai^  three  cents  a  ton  per  mile  for  toll, 
and  the  same^or  transportation — making  an 
average  difference  of  fifty  per  cent  This  was 
right  and  proper  in  the  original  charter.  The 
work  is  tiie  most  splendid  and  important  of 
any  thing  of  the  kind  of  which  we  have  any 
account,  requiring  great  resources  and  mud[k 
risk,  and,  utor  ooold  only  be  reMrded  at 
tiie  ^e  as  an  experiment  of  doubtful  diaracter. 
Under  these  discouraging  drenmstanoes,  it  was 
necessary  to  grant  a  strong  and  Hber^  charter, 
holding  forth  great  inducements  to  men  of  cap- 
ital and  science  to  embark  in  the  enterprise ; 
whilst  the  great  difficulties  to  be  encountered 
in  making  the  road  from  Baltimore  to  the  Ohio, 
and  the  large  expenditures  necessary  to  procure 
the  engines,  vehicles,  and*  other  fixtures,  to 
tran^rt  heavy  articles  up  a  continued  ascent 
over  the  mountains,  induced  the  Xiegislature  of 
Maryland  to  gruit  this  additional  fifty  per  cent, 
as  a  fair  remuneration  £6r  the  additional  trouble 
and  expense.  But  rimilar  reasons  do  not  now 
exist  The  proposed  road  will  pass  through 
comparatively  a  level  country.  The  expenses 
of  construction  will  be  moderate,  and  the  ne- 
cessary vehicles  and  propelling  power  can  be 
eaaly  and  cheaply  obtained;  uierefore^  the 
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lowest  rate  of  tolls  and  transportation  allow 
to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Oompanj 
will  be  an  ample  remnneration  for  the  money 
and  labor  expended,  and  will  render  this  the 
moat  ralnable  investment  now  to  be  made  in 
the  United  States.  The  travelling  on  this  route 
is  already  immense ;  and  when  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  is  completed,  and  this  Distriot 
filled  with  a  population  probably  greater  than 
that  of  the  dty  of  New  Tork,  the  travel  and 
transportation  will  so  greatly  increase,  that 
I  know  of  no  Improvement  of  the  kind  that  a 
likely  to  prove  so  valnable  to  the  proprietors. 

TbA  third  pro^Kieition  which  I  have  snbmit- 
ted,  directs  the  tmie  when  the  road  shall  com- 
mence and  be  completed ;  and  provides  that  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  conferred  by  this  bill 
shall  be  forfeited  by  non-compliance.  It  may 
appear  ratSer  inviaioos  to  place  the  company 
nnder  this  restriotion,  and  I  would  not  do  so, 
if  I  did  not  believe  that  snch  a  coarse  is  stri<^y 
correct,  and  not  only  correct,  bat  due  ^the 
best  interests  of  the  oonntry.  w 

This  contemplated  road  is  a  great  pnUio  high- 
way, of  importance  to  t2ie  whole  country,  and 
ongbt  to  be  oonstructed  as  soon  as  possible  for 
the  public  convenience ;  at  the  same  time,  it 
holds  forth  great  advantages  to  the  proprietors. 
It  is  right  and  proper  that  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  JUilroad  Company  should  have  the  power 
to  construct  it  If  they  please.  They  are  the 
pioneers  in  this  valuable  species  of  internal  im- 
provement, which  is  likely  to  produce  an  entire 
change  in  our  internal  commerce,  and  even  to 
change  the  face  of  the  interior  of  the  whole 
conntry.  Their  public  spirit  and  enterprise  have 
seldom  if  ever  been  equalled,  and  never  sur- 
psased ;  and  titey  have  embarked  th^  private 
fortunes  to  a  very  large  amonnt,  in  what  at  the 
time  was  considered  bnt  at  best  a  donbtftil  ex- 
podmeot;  and  they  have  zeakasly  and  ably 
pushed  forward  this  great  work,  till  sacoess  is 
no  longer  doubtful ;  but  although  it  will  prove  a 
blessing  to  the  country  at  large,  such  have  been 
the  almost  insnnnoontabledimcnlties  they  have 
had  to  contend  with,  and  so  great  the  expendi- 
ture of  money,  which  is  nsually  the  case  with 
a  first  undertaking,  that  it  is  doubtful  whether 
it  will  prove  profitable  to  the  stockholders. 
For  these  reasons,  sir,  when  we  are  now  about 
to  construct  an  addition  to  this  great  work,  we 
ought,  as  liberal  and  generous  representatives 
of  the  nation,  to  confer  the  power  on  the  same 
company,  who  have  acted  as  idoneers  in  the 
great  nndotaking,  in  order  that  the  certain 
pR^ts  whidi  wOi  arise  from  the  one  work, 
may  remunerate  any  losses  which  they  may 
sn^r  by  tbe  other,  which,  whether  it  prove 
profitable  or  unprofitable  to  the  stockholders, 
will  certwnly,  when  completed,  and  I  consider 
that  now  certtun,  prove  a  national  blessing. 
But  still  this' amendment  is  necessary.  Some 
unforeseen  occorrence  may  prevent  the  con- 
struction of  this  road  by  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Bailroad  Company ;  if  snch  should  nnfor- 
tansUHj  prove  to  be  the  case,  we  oaght  to  re- 1 


serve  the  power,  and,  after  a  reasonable  time^ 
confer  the  same  privileges  on  some  other  com- 
pany, that  will  speedily  construct  the  work ; 
and  there  is  no  danger,  even  if  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary for  the  L^Satnre  to  create  a  new  cor- 
poration for  the  purpose,  bat  that  the  whole 
subscription  can,  at  any  time,  be  obtuned  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  twenty-four  honn. 
Honey  is  cheap  and  plea^ — tt  is  duBoolt  to  find 
profltaUe  investments^  uid  this  scheme^  as  I 
have  before  stated,  promises  to  be  vny  pn>fitar 
ble,  and  will  be  eagerly  sooght  after. 

Maayqf  Gold. 

Mr.  Oabsok  offered  a  resolution  providing  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  an  assay  office  in  the 
gold  r^ons  of  North  C^lina. 

Mr.  FosTEB  suggested  that  Geor|^  also  should 
be  added  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Oassoh  sfdd  perhaps  it  would  be  better 
to  say  "  the  gold  regions  m  the  South." 

Mr.  Hatobs  tiioiia^t  that  nther  too  extea- 
dve  a  range, 

Mr.  Blaib,  of  Sooth  Carolina.  We  can  find 
a  littie  gold  in  oar  State.  Soppoae  we  add 
Sonth  Carolina  too. 

The  resolation  was  finally  adopted,  with  the 
terms,  "gold  regions  of  the  South;"  and  the 
number  of  the  committee  directed  to  be  five. 

The  spe(»al  order  of  the  day  having  been  an- 
nounced^ 

Mr.  Vebplanoe  moved  that  they  be  post^ 
poned,  with  a  view  of  going  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  TJnion^  to  take 
up  certain  appropriation  bills,  which  it  waa  of 
importance  to  p^ 


Wednxsdat,  January  S. 
Mr.  TuoEXH  sabmitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  he  intended  to  ofi'er  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  joint  resolation  reported  by  Mr. 
MoDnFFiK,  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  tbe 
United  States,  when  that  resdation  shall  eoma 
up  for  consideration : 

Rttclvtd,  That  no  person  who  sbsU  hereafter  be 
elected  President  of  the  TJnited  SUles,  and  who 
sbidl  accept  the  same,  or  exercise  the  powoa  thsve* 
of,  shall  be  ag^n  eligible  to  sud  office. 

Resolved,  That  any  person  who  sball  be  elected 
Prerident  of  the  United  States  after  the  4tb  day  of 
Ifareh,  1888,  AaH  hold  bis  office  Sac  the  term  of 
ftve  years, 

P«y  qf  Memben  ^  the  Ebvte. 

Mr.  Chilton,  of  Eentoeky,  submitted  the 
following  resolation : 

Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  PabUe  Ex- 
pen^torea  be  instmcted  to  Inquire  Into  the  expe- 
diency of  adopting  some  regolaUon  by  which  meu- 
bers  of  each  branch  of  the  Natioou  Lc^slatare 
shall  receive  the  allowmnce  of  eight  dollars  per  day 
onlj  for  the  number  of  days  of  each  session  on 
which  they  shall  have  been  in  actual  atteadanoB 
iqKm  tlu  serrlse  of  the  House  to  wUoh  they  nay 
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belong — Qiile«  tbMot  bj  nuoa  trf  ^knen,  tur  hj 
leare  of  the  Hotue,  or  iriien  the  MiDe  ihall  not  be 
in  seanon. 

Kr.  WiLLiuis,  of  North  OaroHna,  inquired 
wliether  the  rule  proposed  to  be  adopted  hj  the 
resolve  was  not  the  same  as  that  which  ia  al- 
ready in  operation  1 

The  Sfkakxb  said,  that  when  a  member  of  the 
House  is  absent  on  leave,  his  attendance  ceases 
to  be  charged.  When  members  are  absent 
without  leave,  no  account  is  taken  of  snob 
absence,  every  mraiber  beins  presumed  to  be 

? resent  nnless  absent  from  siwiess  or  on  leave. 
•7  the  seventy-third  rule  it  is  made  the  dnty  of 
the  Committee  of  Acconnta,  and  not  of  the 
Speaker,  to  sndit  the  accoants  of  the  members 
tot  their  travel  to  and  from  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, and  their  attendance  in  the  Honse. 

Kr.  Oi3SoiT,  of  North  OaroUna,  inqaired  of 
the  Chtur  what  would  be  the  precise  effect  of 
the  resolution,  if  passed  ? 

The  Speakth  gud,  it  proposed,  in  Its  present 
shape,  an  inquiry  only. 

Ur.  BABRisaEB  suggested  the  propriety  of 
amemUog  the  resolution  so  as  to  conform  to  the 
present  praoUoe  of  withholding  pay  ftom  such 
members  as  are  absent  on  leave. 

ICr.  Weittlbsbt  sonested  aidifibrent  modifi- 
cation, by  inserting  ^ter  the  words  "  by  leave 
of  the  House,"  the  words  **  on  badness  of  tiie 
House." 

Mr.  Ohilton  agreed  to  this  modification,  so- 

ceptiog  it  as  a  part  of  his  motion. 

Jfr.  Casson  wished  to  know  what  would  be 
the  difference  between  the  effect  of  this  resolu- 
tion and  the  existing  rule ! 

The  SpEArsB  sud  that  each  gentleman  must 
decide  tliat  for  himself,  by  comparing  them. 

Kr.  Thompbos,  of  Geoi^a,  did  not  know  but 
that  there  might  be  good  ground  for  the  com- 
plaint presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky. He  vas  himself  of  opinion,  with  the 
honorable  mover,  that  members  ought  to  be 
punctilious  in  their  attendance.  To  carry  this 
principle  fnlly  out,  Kr,  T.  suggested  to  the  gen- 
tleman to  amend  his  proposition  so  as  to  re- 
qure  all  members  who  nave  absented  them- 
selves to  refand  whatever  compensation  they 
might  have  received  for  time  during  which  they 
were  not  in  attendance.  If  the  principle  was 
correct,  it  should  operate  throughout 

Kr.  Ohilton  sua  that,  for  himself,  he  felt  no 
scruple  in  regard  to  the  amendment  suggested ; 
for  he  could  coufidentiy  say  that  he  hod  not 
been  absent  from  the  House  for  a  sin^e  day, 
e»ept  when  detidned  fhnn  it  by  dckness.  But 
the  sabject  waa,  he  repeated,  a  delicate  one ;  be 
thought  Ms' resolution  went  far  enough.  But, 
if  the  gentieman  from  Georgia  inclmed  to  go 
farther,  he  would  sa^st  to  his  honorable 
friend,  in  return  for  has  snggestioUf  that  he 
should  move  to  amend  the  resolution  accord- 

Tbohpson  declined  to  move  any  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution. 
The  queetioa  was  then  taken  cm  agEeeing  to 


the  resolution,  and  decided — ^yeas  167,  nays 

ai. 

Bo  the  resolve  was  agreed  ta 

Kr.  Jomraos  submitted  the  folloving: 

Itetolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  iDqnire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  set  of  CoDgress,  p»88ed  at  the  last  session, 
entitled  "An  act  for  tiie  relief  of  certain  officers 
ud  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  Une  and  navy  of  tiie 
continental  army,  during  the  reTolutiooary  war,"  so 
as  to  chuige  or  alter  Uiq  first  section,  as  not  to  require 
evidence  as  to  Uie  line  on  wldch  the  resolution  war- 
rut  of  Tir^nia  issued :  also,  to  amend  the  third  sec- 
tion, 80  as  to  embrace  cases  where  warrants  have 
been  located  and  surveys  or  patents  probibited  by 
law,  by  which  the  land  is  lost  to  the  locator :  also, 
to  cases  of  inrveys  or  patents,  where,  by  the  high- 
est judicial  tribunal  of  the  State,  or  United  States, 
the  land  has  been  taken  by  a  prior  or  better  cls^m: 
also,  to  proride  for  the  renewal  of  lost  or  destroyed 
certificates  or  scrip:  also,  to  change  the  maximum 
quantity  of  land  allowed  to  be  appropriated  by  tiie 
^d  act  to  sup^y  the  claims  embraced  by  wud  act: 
lastiy,  to  make  such  alteraUona  aa  the  said  com- 
mittee may  condder  just  and  equitable. 

Kr.  Hatkks  said  that  the  resolntion  appeared 
to  be  of  an  important  nature.  He  certainly 
was  in  favor  of  a  part  of  it  and  perhaps,  on  ex- 
amination, he  should  be  of  the  whole.  To  give 
time  for  a  proper  examination  of  the  subject, 
he  requested  the  gentieman  from  Kentucky  to 
consent  that  the  resolutioa  be  lud  on  the  table 
till  to-morrow. ' 

Kr.  Johnson  msking  no  olfjeotion,  the  reso- 
lntion took  that  course. 


TuBSDAT,  January  11. 

EiMMHif  Military  CadaU, 

On  moUrai     Kr.  Ihuirov,  it  was 

Raotwdy  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  House  whether  the  existing 
laws  do  not  provide  for  a  greater  number  of  cadets 
at  the  United  States  Military  Academy,  than  is 
consistent  with  the  objects  for  which  it  was  estab- 
lished;  and,  if  so,  that  be  do  report  a  plan  and 
organization  for  that  academy,  corresponding  with 
the  alterations  and  reductions  which  may  be  deemed 
expedient 

The  m6tlfmjffev^ed.  « 

Duly  on  Sugar. 

Kr.  Hatitbs,  of  Gieorgia,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution ;  and  remarked  on  (^ring  it, 
that,  as  the  subjeot  of  it  was  interestiug  to 
every  part  of  the  oommnnily,  he  hoped  it  would 
not  he  denied  the  courtesy  of  a  oonsideratioD, 

Jteaotvtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Heans  be  instructed  to  Inquire  into  the  ezpedleney 
of  redndng  the  duty  on  brown  sagar  Imported  into 
the  United  States  from  foreign  oountriea. 

Mr.  Bahsbt  inquired  if  a  similar  resolution 
had  not  already  been  offered  at  the  present  sea- 
ston. 
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The  Spbaesb  replied  that  there  had  been  so 
many  resolutions  offered,  he  could  not  take  it 
upon  himself  to  answer  the  question. 

Hr.  CoiTDioT  demanded  the  qneation  of  oon- 
Bideration, 

Hr.  Hatnes  asked  if  he  could  have  an  op- 
portunity to  modify  the  resolation,  before  the 
question  of  consideration  was  put. 

The  Speakbb  answered  in  the  ^rmative. 

Mr.  HiLTifEs  then  modified  tua  motion,  to 
read  as  fdlows : 

Whereas,  withoat  ft  considerable  ctimiDution  of 
revenue,  the  public  debt  will,  in  a  very  few  vears, 
be  redeemed  and  discharged:  Aod  whereas  the 
end  of  republican  government  is  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  the  people :  And  whereas  this  end 
cannot  be  more  certainly  promoted  than  by  a  sv8> 
tern  of  taxation  which  shall  leave  the  largest'por- 
tion  of  the  products  of  labor  in  the  pockets  of  the 
people :  And  whereas  the  oecessaries  of  life  should, 
as  &r  as  praoticable,  be  exempted  from  lazation : 
And  whereas  brown  sugar  has  become  an  article  of 
great  and  necessary  consumption  among  alt  classes : 
And  whereas  the  present  duty  on  that  article,  im- 
ported from  foreign  countries,  bears  an  unjust  and 
extravagant  proportion  to  the  original  cost  in  for- 
eign  markets ;  And  whereas  there  is  good  reason  to 
beUeve  that  the  tax  collected  by  the  Oovemment, 
upon  its  importation,  amounting  to  one  million  four 
hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand  nine  hmidred  and 
dxty-one  dollars  and  eleven  cents,  is  less  than  half 
the  sum  taken  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  under 
the  operation  of  the  existing  duty,  the  quantity  man- 
ufactured in  the  United  States  within  the  year  18S0 
having  been  estimated  at  one  hundred  thousand 
h<^sheads,  equal  to  one  hundred  millions  of  pounds, 
at-three  cents  per  pound,  protecting  duty  equal  to 
three  millions  of  dollars — 

Hetolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
dttdng  the  duty  on  brown  sugar  imported  into  the 
Umted  States  from  foreign  countries. 

On  this  resolation  Mr.  Cohdiot  demanded 
the  qnestion  of  consideration. 

Mr.  Mi^TiN  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  and  others  who  sustained  the  tariff  pol- 
icy, were  determined  to  prevent  the  considera- 
tion of  this  subject,  he  would  suggest  that  their 
object  could  be  effected  by  moving  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table  and  |>rinting  it  That 
motion  would  prevent  discnssion,  wuile,  at  the 
same  tin^  the  House  and  the  world  would  see 
the  nature  and  character  of  tht  resolution,  in 
f^Tor  of  wbioh  they  refused  to  hear  a  nti^le 
word. 

Kr.  Denny  renewed  the  demand  for  the 
question  of  oonnderation. 

Mr.  O&icBBXtJtNa  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question,  and  they  were  ordered  by  tlie 
House.  Being  taken,  they  stood : .  yeas  89, 
nays  85. 

Mr.  HA,YirBs  then  rose,  and  said  he  was  glad, 
notwithstanding  the  rule  which,  however  wise- 
ly adopted,  was  in  its  operation  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  abridge  the  liberty  of  speech,  that  the 
House  had  extended  to  the  resolution  lost  of- 
ered  the  courtesy  of  eondderatiou.  He  was 


[  JAiniABr,  1881, 

willing  to  have  rested  the  subject  solely  upon 
the  resolation  first  offered,  and,  bat  for  the  ap- 
prehension of  a  refusal  to  consider  it,  should 
not  have  modified  it  by  the  addition  of  the  pre- 
amble. Bat,  as  the  House  had,  somewhat  unex- 
pectedly, afforded  him  the  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting a  few  observations  to  its  attrition,  he 
would  not  permit  that  opportnnitr  to  pass 
away  wholly  uuimprov^  him.  ^Vnenhenad 
the  honor  to  bring  this  subject  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  House  at  an  early  period  of  tiie 
present  sesnon,  he  had  extended  his  propor- 
tion to  the  whole  class  of  sugars,  because, 
whether  they  had  been  imposed  for  the  pur 
pose  of  revenue  or  protection,  he  thought  the 
time  had  arrived  when  the  duties  ought  to  be 
entirely  abolished.  But,  in  introducing  the  sub- 
ject thus  broadly,  he  did  not  consider  that  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  be  neces- 
sarily restricted  in  their  inquiry  to  the  mere 
question  of  repeal ;  but  if,  in  their  wisdom,  it 
should  be  determined  that  a  partial  reduction 
of  the  duties  was  all  the  exigencies  of  the  coun- 
try would  permit,  they  would  be  antborixed  to 
go  so  far  and  no  farther.  For  his  part,  he  had 
formerly  believed,  he  now  belieTeo,  azid  ever 
should  believe,  that  the  true  end  of  Govern- 
ment was  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the 
people ;  and  for  the  furtherance  of  this  end,  it 
was  essehtifd  that  the  necessaries  of  life  should 
be  subjected  to  the  smallest  amount  of  taxation 
which  the  pnblio  exigencies  would  permit. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  original  use 
of  the  article  of  sngar — ^if  it  was  first  a  modi- 
cine,  and  then  a  luxury — it  had  become  an  ar- 
ticle of  essential  necessity,  as  was  proven  by 
the  estimated  consumption  of  the  present  year, 
at  one  hundred  and  fif^  millions  of  pounds. 
Nor  in  this  character  is  its  use  confined  to  any 

E articular  or  favored  class  of  tiie  communis, 
ut  runs  through  every  degree  and  condition 
in  life.  Nor  is  it  any  answer  to  this  assertion 
to  say,  that  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars  of  revenue  has  been  derived  from 
their  consumption  witliin  the  years  1816  to 
1829,  inclusive.  And  here  he  would  remark, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  laws  of  the  country 
are  ayessible  to  all,  it  is  important  that  the 
public  mind  should  be  enlightened  upon  tiie  ex- 
isting tax  on  sugar.  But,  before  proceeding 
farther  with  the  snljeot^  he  would  Deleave  to 
remark,  that  how  much  soever  gentlemen  might 
sneer  at  the  proportion,  that,  under  our  system 
of  revenue,  the  taxes  are  paid  by  the  pro- 
ducers, no  prop(»ition  was,  to  his  mind,  more 
clear  and  undeniable,  as  consumption  must 
necessarily  be  regulated  by  production.  By  an 
examination  of  the  tariff  of  1816,  and  refer- 
ence to  the  annual  reports  IVom  the  Treasury 
Department  upon  the  commerce  and  navigation 
of  the  United  States,  since  that  period,  it  would 
be  foond  that  the  duties  imposed  upon  the  im- 

Sort  of  lump  and  refined  sugars  and  sugar  candy 
ad  amounted  to  prohibition ;  thus  effectually 
depriving  the  consumer  of  any  choice  what- 
soever between  the  forogn  and  domestic  arti- 
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oles.  Nor  is  this  all ;  for  inasmuch  as  the  con- 
sumption of  brown  sugar  among  the  poorer 
eUsaes  is  mach  greater  in  proportion  to  their 
means  than  among  the  wealthy,  the  tax  falls 
most  heavily  upon  those  who  are  least  able  to 
bear  it.  And  here  he  would  take  the  occasion 
to  remark,  that,  although  be  still  entertained 
the  opinion,  under  the  mfluence  of  which  his 
resolntioa  of  the  18th  of  December  was  of- 
fered, the  advice  of  friends,  and  the  hope  of  a 
more  favoraUe  oonnderatitm,  had  indaced  him 
to  narrow  tiiat  resolntioD  to  ita  lawsent  shape. 
But  who  seeks  for  the  repeal  or  reduction  of 
taxes  (  Not  the  receiver,  bnt  the  payer  of 
taxes. 

He  r^retted  that  he  had  no  q)ecific  infor- 
mation as  to  the  price  of  sugar  in  fcoKa^  ooan- 
tries,  when  the  tariff  of  1794  was  miposed. 
Bat,  if  he  had  been  correctly  informed,  the 
foreign  cost  of  brown  sugar  imported  into  this 
country  at  that  period,  was  not  teas  than  eight 
to  ten  cents  per  poond.   If  this  be  true,  it  is 
the  obvious  inference  that  Govemmeat  did 
not  then  intend,  by  a  tariff  of  two  cents  per 
poond,  to  impose  a  dntj  which  should  operate 
as  more  than  twenty  or  twenty-five  per  cent 
ad  valorem  on  the  original  cost  of  the  article. 
But,  as  the  foreign  cost  has  oonnderably  de- 
clined since  that  period,  thereby  increasiag  the 
relation  of  the  duty  to  such  cost,  if  the  duty 
of  1794  had  not  been  increased  by  the  act  of 
1616,  it  would  now  operate  at  the  rate  of  forty 
to  fifty  or  sixty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  the 
original  foreign  cost.    Bat,  by  nusing  the  duty, 
in  1816,  to  three  cents  per  pound  on  brown 
sn^ar,  its  ad  valorem  operation  is  still  greater, 
being  not  less  than  one  hnndred  per  cent.  In 
the  ^sonsaion  of  this  subject,  we  might  be  told 
Hi&t  the  average  price  of  sugar  hod  declined 
in  consequence  of  its  manufacture  in  this  coun- 
try, and,  therefore,  sound  policy  requires  tibe 
continoance  of  the  present  duty.   If  gentlemen 
would  take  the  tronble  to  inform  themselves  on 
this  snlyect,  he  was  satisfied  they  would  find 
that  such  an  assertion  was  wholly  without 
foundation.   For  his  part,  he  had  been  at  some 
pains  to  obtun  information,  the  result  of  which 
was,  that  the  price  of  sugar  imported  into  Eng- 
land from  the  year  1814  to  1823,  incluuve,  h&d. 
□nder^ne  an  astonishing  diminution,  no  part 
of  which  could  be  ascribed  to  its  mann&otore 
in  this  country.   By  a  reference  to  a  statistical 
work  on  the  population  and  resources  of 
Great  Briton,  which  he  had  extunined,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  average  price  of 
1m)wn  sugar  imported  into  Ed gland,  in  the  for- 
mer year,  was  seventy-three  Bmlliogs  and  four 
pence  one  farthing  uie  hundred  weight,  and. 
in  the  latter  year,  but  thirty-one  shillio^  and 
one  farthing.   Surely  this  could  not  be  ascribed 
to  its  manufacture  hereu   Nor  does  it  appear 
that  the  price  of  either  year  depended  upon  a 
stinted  supply  in  the  one,  or  an  excesdve  Im- 
portation in  the  other,  as  a  oon^erable  surplus 
was  exported  in  each. 
And  here  he  woold  repeat,  snbatandally, 
Toh  21^19 


what  was  said  during  the  discussion  of  the 
East  India  sugar  duty  in  the  House  of  Ccm- 
mona,  in  1823,  by  the  late  Mr.  Huskisson,  one 
of  the  most  able  and  practical  statesmen  Eng- 
land has  ever  produced,  and  whose  death  may 
well  be  lamented  in  that  country  as  a  great 
public  calamity,  that,  whenever  there  is  an  ex- 
cess of  import  over  consumption,  ^e  price  of 
the  article  must  be  regulated  by  the  markets  of 
the  world.   He  said,  uiat  a  proposition  of  such 
obvious  truth  did  not  require  the  aid  of  illos- 
tration  or  alignment  fhnn  lum.  Not  cmly  had 
the  BriHsfa  market  exercised  an  influence  on 
the  price  of  the  article,  bnt  the  French  market 
also.   And  here  be  was  not  prepared  to  spei^ 
so  definitely  as  to  the  price  in  France,  as  he 
had  done  of  England.   Kor  was  it  important 
for  him  to  do  so,  as  the  influence  exercised  by 
the  French  market  on  the  price  of  sugar  origi- 
nated principally  from  the  partial  ezclasion  of 
the  article.   It  must  be  well  known  to  every 
member  of  this  House,  that,  during  the  wars 
of  the  French  revolution,  the  sugar  colonies  of 
Fruioe  were  cat  off  from  the  mother  country, 
and  tiiat  althongh  the  commerce  between  those 
colonies  and  the  mother  country  entered  for 
several  years  very  largely  into  the  American 
carrying  trade,  yet  the  interpolations  <f(  na- 
tional law.  brought  to  operate  upon  neutrals  by 
the  principal  belligerents,  at  length  destroyed 
that  trade  entirely.   Accustomed  to  the  nse  of 
sugar,  the  French  people  were  not  willing  to 
forego  this  necessary  article  of  consumption, 
and  their  ingenuity  soon  furnished  a  snbstitote 
in  the  sugar  extracted  from  the  beet   The  cul- 
ture of  the  beet,  and  the  extraction  of  sugar 
from  it,  had  grown  to  snch  an  extent  before 
the  general  pacification  of  Europe  in  1815,  that 
the  Government  imposed  a  high  duty  on  for- 
eign sngar,  for  the  protection  of  the  domestic 
This  system  had  not  been  abandoned  since  the 
recovery  of  the  French  sugar  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies.   Thus  it  was  probable  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  tiie  sugar  manufactnred  in 
those  colonies  was  necessarily  thrown  upon  the 
great  market  of  the  world.    He  said,  if  the 
facts  and  inferences  upon  which  he  had  thrown 
himself,  were  tnie,  and  he  did  not  think  they 
could  be  successfully  controverted,  the  price  of 
sugar  arising  (rom  its  manufacture  in  this  coun- 
ty, so  far  from  regulating,  had  been  regulated 
by  the  markets  of  the  world.   But,  before  dis- 
missing this  branch  of  the  subject,  he  would 
observe  that  the  price  of  sugar  in  ^e  English 
market  coold  not  have  been  inflnenced  by  any 
variation  of  the  duty,  as  that  fluctuated  be- 
tween twenty-seven  and  thirty  shillings  tike 
hundred  weight,  making  a  difference  of  bnt 
three  shillings  the  hnndred  weight  between 
any  two  years  of  the  period  to  which  he  had 
referred.   Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  high 
duty  in  Great  Britain  considerably  lessens  t£e 
amount  of  sugar  consumed  there,  and  particu- 
larly in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  thus  leaving  a 
much  larger  quantity  for  the  supply  of  o&er 
maricets,  and  ocHiseqnently  lowering  its  piioe 
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In  thoae  marketa.  Bat  we  might  derive  in- 
straotion  on  thU  anbject,  bj  a  referenoe  to  the 
Treasury  reports  upon  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  this  coantrj  from  1821  to  1829,  in- 
clusive. During  that  whole  period^  it  would 
be  fotind  that  the  foreign  cost  of  brown  sn^ 
imported  into  the  United  States  bad  not  varied 
more  than  about  half  a  cent  per  pound,  and  that 
not  by  a  uniformly  declining  price.  Nor  will 
it  to  be  observed,  upon  an  examination  of 
the  reports  referred  to,  that  the  importation  of 
brown  sugar  paying  duty,  was  greater  in  1820 
thaa  in  1821,  and  not  much  less  than  the  aver- 
age annual  importation  of  the  whole  period. 
KoT  might  it  be  improper  for  him  here  to  rfr- 
mark,  that  there  wu  a  oonnderable  vuinal  ex- 
portation with  the  benefit  of  drawback  from 
1821  to  1829,  incluuve.  If  it  could  be  neces- 
Bary  for  him  to  go  further  to  account  for  the 
gradual  decline  in  the  price  of  sugar  through- 
out the  commensal  world  within  the  last  fif- 
teen years,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  advert  to 
tibe  large  amount  of  labor  released  from  the 
purposes  of  war  about  the  commencement  of 
that  period,  and  the  consequent  diminution  of 
its  value,  in  all  tiie  productions  of  human  in- 
dustry. Bat,  as  the  kindness  of  a  friend  had 
foraiahed  him  with  the  means  of  doing  so  since 
the  commenoement  of  his  remarks,  he  would 
state  some  additional  fiujts  bearing  upon  the 
probaUe  causes  of  the  diodnished  price  of  «a- 
MT  within  the  last  few  years.  He  bad  brooc^t 
down  the  price  of  sugar  imported  into  Great 
Britun  to  the  year  1828,  and  was  now  prepared 
to  trace  it  to  1828,  at  the  close  of  which  it 
was  twenty-seven  shillings  the  hundred  weight. 
!N'or  was  this  occasioned  by  diminished  duty— 
the  duty  havin;^  been  permanently  fixed  at 
twenty-seven  shillings  the  hundred  weight,  or 
one  hundred  and  twdve  ponnds.  He  was  also 
prepared  to  state  epeoifioally  the  effect  which 
the  protection  afforded  in  France  to  sngar  ex- 
tracted firom  the  beet  had  iffodooed  on  the  eon- 
snmption  of  West  India  ragar  in  that  oonntry 
In  the  year  1837— the  consumption  amonnting, 
in  a  population  exceeding  thirty  millionB,  to  no 
more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  millions 
of  pounds.  But,  when  we  otmaider  that  the 
whole  consumption  of  sngar  in  France  and  the 
British  Empire  in  Furope,  equals  six  hundred 
millions  of  pounds  annually,  (the  consumption 
of  England  alone,  in  1628,  having  been  estimat- 
ed by  Mr.  Huskisson  at  three  hundred  and  nxty 
millions,)  and  reflect  on  the  immense  additional 
quantity  necessary  to  supply  all  the  countries 
of  the  world  which  consume  the  article,  it  must 
be  manifest  that  its  manufacture  in  the  United 
States  exerdses  a  my  insennble,  if  any,  influ- 
ence on  its  price  eiuier  at  fao^e  or  abroad. 
But  our  own  commercial  history  funuabes  an 
instance  of  the  decline  in  the  price  of  brown 
sugar  within  a  few  years,  as  remarkable  as  any 
that  has  been  mentioned,  and  that,  too,  without 
my  possible  reference  to  its  manu&cture  in  this 
country.  If  gentlemen  will  examine  the  prices 
current  oi  Philadelphia  for  the  yean  1604  to 


[Juntunr,  ISftl, 

1607f  indnave,  they  wHI  find  that,  firom  June 
oi  tbe  fbrmer  to  we  same  month  (rf  the  latter 

year,  the  price  declined  from  twelve  and  one 
half,  to  nine  cents  per  pound,  and  that,  too,  at 
a  period  when  our  foreign  relations  with  the 
most  powerful  maritime  nation  in  the  world 
threatened  serious  interruption  to  our  foreign 
trade,  and  consequentiy  a  diminished  import  of 
sugar.  He  said,  that  a  strong  additional  argu- 
ment against  the  presumption  that  the  price  of 
brown  sugar  in  other  countries  had  been  influ- 
enced by  the  manufacture  of  that  article  in 
this,  was,  that  the  price  of  white  oUyed  •agar, 
an  article  not  of  American  mannftotore,  haa 
e^wrienoed  a  corresponding  decline.  Be  had 
ascertained  by  an  examination  of  the  miiladd- 
phia  prices  ooirent,  from  1808  to  1607,  indn- 
sive,  that,  in  the  former  year,  this  article  was 
quoted  in  that  market  at  seventeen  and  one- 
half  cents  per  pound,  and  in  the  latter  at  but 
thirteen  and  one-half^  a  difference  of  four  oenta 
per  pound  in  the  short  period  of  four  years. 
And  although  he  had  no  means  of  ascertaining 
the  cost  in  the  foreign  market,  it  could  not  but 
be  presumed  to  have  been  considerably  higher 
than  the  average  of  the  six  years  ending  with 
1629,  within  which,  notwithstanding  there  was 
some  variation  in  the  inioes  of  different  years, 
he  <Ud  not  believe  the  nverage  would  be  foona 
to  exceed  seven  and  oneJialF  cents  per  pound. 
As  the  operation  a  part  ot  the  system  ni 
duties  <m  sugars,  he  would  state  what  he  had 
no  doubt  was  true,  that  in  some  instances  much 
more  drawback  had  been  allowed  on  the  ex- 
portation of  refined  sugar  than  the  dut^  pre- 
viously paid  on  the  raw  sugar  from  whiob  it 
was  made.  In  fact,  that  the  article  alluded  to 
as  thus  receiving  drawback,  was  not  worth  the 
average  price  of  brown  sugar,  and  that  llttie, 
if  any,  loss  of  quantity  had  probably  been  sus- 
tained by  converting  the  one  into  the  othw. 
This,  he  said,  he  understood,  had  imdeigone  Jn- 
didal  investigation,  and  the  court  had  been 
cwnpelled  to  oedde  that  Uie  article  came  with- 
in the  todmical  meaning  of  refined  sngar,  un- 
der the  law.  But,  although  this  was  an  atpse^ 
he  would  not  leave  the  subject  without  a  pass- 
ing notice  of  the  protection  afforded  to  bona 
fide  rttOners  of  sugar  in  this  oonntry.  By  the 
tariff  of  1816,  the  duty  on  refined  sugar  im- 
ported into  this  country  is  twdve  cents  per 
pound.  He  believed  that  one  hundred  and 
seventy  pounds  of  raw  sugar  were  generally 
estimated  as  equal  to,  or  snm^ient  for,  the  man- 
ufacture of  one  hundred  pounds  of  refined. 

He  did  not  know  precisely  how  it  was  esti- 
mated in  this  oountry.  He  knew  that  this  was 
comddffiwd  to  be  the  standard  in  Great  Britain, 
and,  aa  he  understood  five  cents  per  pound  to 
be  we  drawback  diowed  on  the  expwtation  of 
American  refined  sugar,  presumed  tiie  English 
and  American  standard  £d  not  materially  vary. 
What,  then,  said  he,  is  the  consequence  t  That 
the  refiner  of  sugar  in  this  country  receives  a 
drawback  to  the  whcde  amount  of  duty  on 
what  he  e]qKa:ta,  and  a  proteoting  duly  of 
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■even  oeots  the  pound  on  all  thai  is  oonsumed 
in  the  oonatry.  He  did  not  pretend  to  know 
what  is  the  cost  of  refining,  but,  to  his  mind, 
the  tax  appeared  to  be  enormously  dispropor- 
tioned  to  the  ralae  of  the  article  npon  which 
it  is  l^d.  But,  in  discnBsing  this  subject,  it  is 
necessary  that  we  consider  its  influence  apon 
some  of  the  varioas  and  important  interests  of 
the  cOODtrj.  We  have  been  told  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  in  bis  annual  report 
npon  the  finances,  that  the  navigation  of  the 
oonntry  is  in  a  most  languishing  condition. 
This  must  be  manifest,  if  we  look  at  tlie  dimin- 
iahed  ralae  of  onr  exports  and  imports  within 
the  hut  five  years.  If  he  was  not  mistaken, 
though  he  had  not  very  recently  examined  the 
'snlgect,  he  believed  that  both  exports  and  im- 
ports had  declined  in  annual  value  within  that 

Siriod,  about  thirty  millions  of  dollars  each, 
e  sud,  although  for  his  part,  he  had  no  doubt 
the  evil  Just  adverted  to  hod  a  much  deeper 
root,  he  was  prepared  to  believe,  and  did  be- 
lieve, that  a  dne  proportion  of  the  depression 
under  which  American  navigation  now  lan- 
goishes,  may  be  justly  attributed  to  the  restrio- 
tion  imposed  by  the  existing  duty  on  sugar, 
i^<Hi  our  intenxnirae  with  sngar-maUng  oonn- 
tries;  and  Ibr  evidanoe  of  tiie  partial  wbets  of 
these  reatrietions  on  American  trade  and  navi- 
gation, he  wonid  refbr  gentlemen  to  the  oor- 
respondence  between  General  Yon  Scholten, 
the  special  minister  from  Denmark,  and  the 
Secretary  of  State,  which  had  lately  been  com- 
monieated  by  the  President  to  Congress,  and 
printed  by  order  of  the  House.  He  had  not 
troubled  the  House  with  the  inquiry  whether 
the  duty  imposed  by  the  act  of  1816  was  in- 
tended for  revenue  or  protection,  or  partly  for 
both.  This  was  unnecessary,  as  he  had  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  at  the  outset,  that  whether 
dengned  for  the  one  or  the  other,  repeal  or  re- 
dnetiiMi  waa  now  necessary.  In  investigating 
13ie  ^bot  of  this  duty  on  Amwtcan  navigation, 
h»  had  looked  over  a  part  of  the  annnal  report 
on  commerce  and  navigation  for  the  year  1829, 
for  4he  purpose  of  ascertuning  the  true  state 
of  the  matter.  Upon  a  oarefnl  examination,  he 
had  found,  that,  althoa^  our  exports  for  that 
year  to  the  Swedish,  Danish,  Dutch,  British,  and 
French  West  Indies,  British  American  colonies, 
Ouba,  other  Spanish  colonies,  Brazil,  and  the 
West  Indies  generally,  amounted  to  fifteen  mil- 
lion three  hundred  and  two  thousand  and  eighteen 
dollars,  yet  the  imports  amounted  to  no  more 
than  twelve  million  six  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  thousand  three  hundred  and'  forty-two  dol- 
lara,  showing  an  excess  oi  exports  over  imports 
of  two  million  mx  hondred  and  twenty-seven 
thonaand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-dz  dollars. 
Aa  the  value  of  the  exports  was  estimated  in  the 
home  market,  and  of  imports  in  the  foreign.  It 
is  difficult  to  reconcile  the  excess  of  the  former 
over  the  latter,  npon  any  principle  consistent 
with  profitable  trade.  But  the  sotgect  seems  to 
present  farther  illostraUon  when  we  compare 
the  amoDnt  of  tonnage  engaged  in  this  bosl- 
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ness,  which  entered  wd  departed  within  tiie 
same  period.  This  comparison  shows  an  ex- 
cess of  seventy  thousand  one  hundred  and 
thirty  tons  of  shipping  departed,  over  that 
which  entered  during  that  year.  He  had  not 
attempted  an  accurate  estimate  of  the  foreign 
tonnage  engaged  in  this  trade  within  the  [>eriod 
under  consideratjon,  but  did  not  believe  it 
would  materially  vary  the  result.  Bat,  if  we 
include  the  trade  with  Hayti,  whidi  shows  a 
considerable  balance  of  imports  over  exports, 
it  will  reduce  the  general  balance  against  us  to 
bnt  little  less  ihan  two  niilli<ms  of  dollars. 
He  said,  further  comment  on  this  subject  could 
not  be  necessary.  And  here  he  said  he  oould 
but  regret  Uiat  the  information  called  for  by  an 
honorable  member  from  North  Carolina,  QSr. 
OoNVKB,)  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
that  which  had  been  called  for  by  a  resolution 
which  was  offered  by  himself  rince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present,  had  not  yet  been 
received  from  the  Treasury  department.  And 
altiiough  he  came  not  here  as  the  eulogist  of 
any  man,  it  would  become  him  to  say,  that  if 
the  information  sought  for  by  the  resolutions  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  had  been  within  the 
power  of  the  able  and  ^igmt  head  of  that  de- 
partment,  be  had  no  doubt  it  would,  before 
now,  have  been  communicated  to  this  House. 
He  regretted  the  absence  of  this  information, 
particularly  as  we  are  without  any  specific  data 
upon  which  to  estimate  the  amonnt  of  capital 
employed  in  the  culture  of  the  cane  and  the 
manufacture  of  sugar  in  this  conntry,  and  the 
annud  profit  which  it  affords.  It  has  been 
stated  that  the  quantity  manufactured  in  this 
conntry  in  the  year  18S0  amonnts  to  one  hun- 
dred thousand  hogsheads,  or  ofle  hundred  mil- 
lions of  pounds.  Assumiog  the  amonnt  im- 
ported in  1829  as  the  standard  of  importation 
of  1880,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that 
the  oonsnmption  at  the  present  year  cannot  fidl 
short  <tf  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 

Sounds.  If  this  estimate  be  correct,  it  is  not 
ifficnlt  to  arrive  at  the  amount  of  contribntion 
levied  upon  the  whole  mass  of  consumers  by 
the  operation  of  the  present  unequal  and  most 
burdensome  tax  on  this  article.  In  his  view 
of  the  subject,  there  was  no  doubt  the  consum- 
ers were  taxed  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  per 

Eound  upon  the  whole  consumption  of  one 
undred  and  fifty  millions,  making  an  a^e- 
gate  of  four  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars  for 
the  present  year ;  thus  showing  that  this  tax 
which  carries  into  the  Treasury  bnt  one  mil- 
lion and  a  half  of  dollars,  puts  the  sum  ctf  three 
millions  into  the  pockets  of  the  American 
manufacturers  of  brown  sugar.  If  he  should 
be  asked  how  he  arrived  at  this  oondnsion,  he 
would  answer,  that  he  had  been  informed,  and 
did  not  believe  the  fact  could  be  controverte<L 
that  the  difference  between  the  diort  price  and 
the  long  price  of  sogar  in  oar  greatest  commer- 
cial city,  was  precisely  the  amoont  of  the  dn^ 
of  three  cents  per  poond. 
1    As  his  ranarka  nii^t,  perohanee^  attract  Uifi 
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notice  (tf  other  ejes  than  those  of  oommercial 
men,  he  would  stKte,  that  t^e  short  price  waa 
the  prioe  without  the  Avtj^  and  the  long  price 
the  price  indndiDg  the  doty.  So  that,  as  no 
foreign  sugar  regularly  imported  can  be  con- 
sumw  in  the  country  without  paying  the  long 
price,  the  duty  is  necessarily  paid  on  all  so  oon- 
Bumw.  It  might  be  objected,  that  domestic 
sugar  is  lower  ia  the  market  of  New  Orleans 
than  the  average  price  oi  foreign  sugar  in  the 
Atlantic  cities  on  which  duties  has  been  p^d ; 
but  he  apprehended  no  essential  difference  will 
be  found  between  the  prices  of  the  foreign  and 
domestic  articles  in  the  Atlantic  cities  above 
referred  to.  And  he  has  been  informed,  and 
believes,  that  foreign  sugar  at  the  abort  price, 
or  duty  o£^  can,  at  the  present  moment,  be 
booght  at  a  considerably  lower  price  in  oar 
Koraiem  markets,  than  the  domiestic  In  the 
market  of  New  Orleaos.  If  this  be  tiie  iact, 
*  would  not  the  artide,  if  the  duty  should  be 
materially  reduced,  come  as  cheaply  from  the 
West  Indies,  or,  indeed,  more  so,  than  from 
Hew  Orleans  ?  But,  in  the  remarks  which  he 
had  submitted  upon  the  subject  as  connected 
with  the  navigation  of  the  country,  he  had  not 
advertM  to  the  recent  recovery  of  the  direct 
trade  with  the  British  West  India  Islands.  He 
oonld  not  apeak  advisedly  on  the  sulyeot^  but 
had  nodonbt  a  reduction  of  the  dnty  on  brown 
sugar  would  have  a  most  salutary  influence  on 
the  advantagea  to  be  derived  fhnn  this  acqiusi- 

tiOD. 

Bat,  in  advocating  the  reduction  of  this  duty, 
it  was  not  to  be  consid^tid  that  he  looked  to 
that  reduction  as  likely  to  destroy,  or  essential- 
ly diminish,  the  manufacture  of  brown  su^ar 
in  this  country.  The  enormous  profits  whieb 
he  believed  were  now  reaped  by  persons  en- 
gaged in  this  manufacture,  nught  weU  bear 
some  reduction — and,  when  we  consider  the 
languishing  condition  of  other  agricultural  pur- 
suits, ought  to  bemadeto  bear  it.  Whatis  the 
general  condition  ctf  agriculture  throughout  the 
oountry,  it  is  not  neoessary  to  state,  nor  the 
lai^  portion  of  oar  pe(^e  who  derive  their 
Bobastttiee  from  its  bard  earnings.  He  most 
agaio  ezjpress  his  regret  for  tite  want  of  more 
spedfio  inflMrmation  on  the  aal^eot  In  the 
absence  of  such  infbrmation,  he  must  rely  upon 
an  estimate  of  the  sum  necessary  to  purchase 
and  supply  with  the  neoessary  stock,  machin- 
ery, and  subsistence  for  one  year,  a  plantation 
for  sixty  hands,  and  the  probable  product  of 
their  labor,  as  a  standard  of  the  profits  of  this 
pnrsoit.  The  estimate  he  would  first  offer  was 
one  to  have  been  made  by  an  individual 
who  has  had  some  practical  acquaintance  with 
the  businees  as  oonducted  in  one  of  the  sugar 
oolonies  of  France.  He  said  he  did  not  intend 
to  rely  solely  on  this  estimate;  but,  after  pre- 
sentihg  it,  he  would  offer  othma  to  the  notice 
of  the  House,  which,  he  was  pnniaaded,  would 
be  found  not  to  present  a  i^tnre  too  &vorable 
to  the  mann&otarerctf  brown  sugar  in  this  coon- 
try.  The  estimate  to  which  &  had  referred 
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pnta  down  the  cnxty  hands  at  an  average  of 
three  hundred  dcdiars,  making  an  aggregate  of 
eighteen  thousaud  duUars.  Fivehnnored  acres 
<x  land  at  ten  dollars  per  acre,  five  thousand 
dollars;  dwelling,  negro,  and  other  houses, 
works,  tools,  steam  engines,  Ac,  at  twenty- 
three  thousand  dollars ;  one  year's  subsi3teiic& 
indnding  incidental  expenses,  at  four  thousand 
dollars— Snaking  a  total  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
Taking  the  quantity  of  land  cultivated  in  cane 
at  three  hundred  acres,  and  the  average  product 
of  sugar  at  twelve  hundred  and  filly  pounds 
per  acre,  will  be  three  hundred  and  seventy-five 
thousaud  pounds.  Hie  quautity  of  molaases  at 
eighty -four  gallona  per  acre,  will  be  three  thou- 
sand  seven  nnudred  and  fifty  gallona  of  molas- 
ses. Estimating  ^e  sugar  at  five  cmts  the 
pound,  and  the  molasses  at  fifteen  cents  the 
gallon,  the  gross  revenue  will  be  twenty-two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  from  which  de- 
duct three  thout«nd  dollars  for  yearly  expenses, 
and  it  will  leave,  of  net  income,  nineteen  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars,  or  about  thirty-niDC 
per  cent,  upon  the  whole  investment.  Mr.  H. 
said,  although  the  estimated  average  value  of 
slaves  in  other  States  might  seem  to  justify  the 
average  assmned  for  the  gang  of  sixty,  yet,  as 
the  estimate  might,  by  some,  be  considered  too 
low  for  Louinana,  be  wonld  add  ten  thoosand 
dollars  to  the  estimated  cost  of  the  establish- 
ment: and  then,  asmmiog  the  same  annual  pro- 
duct from  it,  if  he  bad  made  no  mistake  in  the 
calculation  tiie  net  profit  would  exceed  thirty- 
two  per  cent.  But  suppose  we  set  down  the 
capital  invested  at  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, instead  of  fifty,  and  calculate  upon  the 
same  product,  the  profit  will  be  near  tweoty 
per  cent,  j  and  if  we  add  half  a  cent  per  pound 
to  the  estmiated  value  of  the  sugar,  (and  he  had 
been  informed  tiiat  the  last  advices  from  New 
Orleans  placed  it  at  that  sum,)  the  profit,  taking 
the  whole  cost  of  the  establi^ment  at  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  would  exceed  twenty 

Sir  oentum  per  annum.  Bnt,  suppose  tLe  me- 
am  sum  of  seventy-five  tlioasand  dollars  bo 
taken  as  the  oost  of  the  plantation,  hands,  tc, 
and  estimate  the  product  at  four  thousand 
pounds  to  the  hand,  and  he  would  veuture  the 
decided  opinion  that  the  bands  actually  em- 
ployed do  not  fall  below  that  average,  estimat- 
ing the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds 
of  sugar  at  five  and  a  half  cents  per  pound, 
twenty  thousand  one  hundred  aud  uxty  gallons 
of  molasses  at  fifteen  cents  per  gallon,  and  the 
result  is  the  gross  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  two 
hundred  and  tweuty-four  dollars,  which,  allow- 
ing four  tliousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-four 
d<ulars  for  annual  expenses,  leaves  twdve  thou- 
sand dollars  dear  profit,  or  sixteen  per  cent, 
per  ftHTiniw. 

Where  is  the  agriculturist,  engaged  in  any 
other  bnuush  of  this  widely  diverged  pursuit, 
who  reaUzes  one-third  of  this  profit  from  the 
capital  and  labor  which  he  employs}  Surely 
not  the  grain  grower,  of  whose  limited  market 
and  scanfyprffiSts  we  have  heard  so  much;  and 
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as  sorely  not  the  tobacco  or  cotton  grower, 
who,  with  so  much  difficulty  bring  the  two 
sides  of  the  legcr  to  meet.  He  said  he  had  no 
practical  information  on  this  snhject,  hat,  from 
what  he  h^'  heard  upon  authority,  he  did  not 
dnestion  two  thousand  ponndB  of  sugar  had 
been  maonfactored  from  an  acre  of  cane,  in  one 
of  the  soQthern  conntiea  of  Georgia,  and  he  had 
nnderstood  that  a  like  c^nantity  had  l>een  mann- 
fiustnred  by  some  individual  in  Florida,  since 
the  commencement  of  the  present  winter.  But 
why  go  farther  into  detail  on  this  subject  ?  If 
his  calculations  were  to  be  relied  on,  and  he  had 
little  doubt  that  some  one  of  them  might  be, 
the  result  is,  that  the  maonfacture  of  brown 
sugar  can  be  profitably  prosecuted  ia  this  coun- 
try witbout  uie  aid  of  a  protecting  duty. 

Bat  let  OS  view  the  subject  somewhat  more 
In  the  a^regate.  If  one  thousand  pounds  of 
sugar  to  the  acre  be  a  Cur  average,  and,  if  it 
varies  from  the  truth,  he  believed  it  was  below 
it ;  and  if  a  hand  can  manage  five  acres,  and 
he  believed,  from  his  general  knowledge  of 
soathem  a^cnlture  in  relation  to  artides  re- 
qnirii^  stmihu*  coltivation  to  the  sugar  oane,  he 
can  do  so,  we  arrive  at  the  oondusion,  that  the 
land  cultivated  in  cane  does  not  exceed,  and 
probably  falls  below,  one  hundred  thousand 
acres,  and  the  hands  cultivating  it  cannot  ex- 
ceed twenty-five,  and  probably  do  not  number 
more  than  twenty  thousand.  Taking  then  the 
whole  product  of  eighteen  handred  and  thirty, 
at  one  handred  millions  of  pounds  of  sugar,  and 
the  molasses  he  should  not  esUmate,  because  he 
liad  understood  it  would  cover  the  annual  ex- 
penses ot  the  plantation  on  which  it  was  made, 
at  least,  the  expenses  of  onltivaUon — and  the 
value  of  the  sugar  amounts  to  five  milUons  and 
a  half  of  dollars  at  New  Orleans,  and  probably 
two  millions,  or  two  and  a  half  more  before 
it  gets  into  the  ^nerol  consum^tidn  of  the 
country.  If  we  divide  the  five  millions  and  a 
half  between  twenty  thousand  hands,  the  dis- 
tributive amount  to  each  is  two  hundred  and 
sevebty-five  dollars.  If  a  like  disttibutioa  be 
made  between  twenty-five  thousandjit  is  two 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars  each.  Then  is  it 
juat|  is  it  reasonable,  that  the  whole  agriculture 
of  the  country  shonld  be  burthened  by  a  tax 
of  four  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars  ?~for  if 
the  million  and  a  half  now  received  as  revenue 
can  be  dispensed  with,  and  by  its  repeal  the 
country  would  be  relicTOd  from  an  additional 
levy  of  three  millions  now  p^d  to  the  sugar 
manufactarers,  the  whole  tax  may  now  be  con- 
sidered as  operating  for  their  benefit — that  the 
hands  employed  in  manufoctariog  brown  sugar 
in  this  country  may  earn  for  their  employers 
the  annual  return  of  from  two  hundred  and 
twenty  to  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars 
for  the  labor  of  each,  exclusive  of  the  value  of 
molasses.  Shall  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
hands  employed  throujghont  our  widespread 
country  in  niring  grain,  tobacco,  cotton,  and 
other  agrieoltnral  products,  be  taxed  four  mil- 
lions and  ahalf  of  dollar^  to  enable  twenty  or 
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twenty-five  thousand  to  cultivate  from  eighty 
to  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  at  a  profit 
of  from  sixteen  to  near  forty  per  centum  per 
annum?  Surely  justice  forbids  it.  But  some 
advocate  for  continuing  the  duty  might  say, 
tiiat  the  sugar  culture  cannot  be  pn^tably  caiv 
ried  on  without  it  If  he  believed  this  to  be 
the  case,  which  he  most  certainly  did  not,  he^ 
for  one,  shonld  say  it  was  high  time  the  culture 
was  abandoned, 

Mr.  H.  said,  that^  amon^  the  motives  whicb 
bad  at^ed  him  to  bring  this  subject  to  the  con* 
sideration  of  the  House,  there  was  one,  which, 
although  it  had  been  omitted  at  the  outset  of 
his'observations,  it  might  not  be  immaterial  to 
mention.  He  came  from  a  State  which  might 
be  considered  by  some  as  having  an  interest  in 
the  continuance  of  this  duty — a  State  which,  as 
she  had  gone  into  the  revolutionary  contest  in 
defence  of  principle,  was  reedy  to  mi^tain  it 
now.  Tea,  sir,  it  was  for  principle  that  Geor- 
gia made  oommcm  cause  with  the  oppressed  of 
other  oolonie^  In  thatdark  honrthroughwhldi 
the  sun  of  hadependeaoe  has  risen  on  this  con- 
tinent. As  one  of  her  representatives,  I  came 
here  upon  all  subjects  connected  with  the  tariff 
with  clean  hands.  If  I  did  not,  I  should  not  be 
her  true  representative.  But,  sir,  I  did  not  in- 
troduce this  subject  alone  for  the  purpose  of 
addressing  this  House.  I  know  not  that  any 
fact  or  argument  which  1  could  offer  to  its  con- 
sideration, would  have  the  smallest  infiuenoe 
upon  the  decision  of  the  question  now  before  it. 
Sir,  I  had  another  and  a  higher  motive — it  was, 
that  I  might  from  tiiis  place  address  myself  to 
the  practical  good  sense  of  the  coun^,  that, 
perohance,  I  might  awaken  in  the  bosom  of  the 
laboring  man,  as  he  whistles  over  the  handles 
of  bis  ploagh,  the  Inquiry  why  this  unequal  and 
burthfflisome  tax  should  be  continued,  mainly 
for  the  benefit  (tf  the  Iwdly  c^ntalist. 


FnmAT,  January  14^ 
Miieaga  of  Mmalbm. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  instruotiona  proposed  to  be  s^ven  to  Uie 
Oommittee  on  Public  Expenditures  relative  to 
the  computation  of  the  milef^^  of  members  of 
Oongress— tlie  question  being  on  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  heretofore  moved  by 
Hall,  on  the  12th  instant. 

Mr.  OitAia  submitted  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  to  add  to  it  tiie  words,  **  with  an 
allowance  of  ten  per  cent,  fm  varution  from 
the  direct  line.'* 

Mr.  Dk  Witt  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table.  Negatived — yeas  25,  nays  169. 

Mr.  Oraio  assigned  his  reasons  for  offering 
his  amendment.  Some  members  lived  on  or 
near  the  direct  line — others  did  not— and  It 
was-  his  object  to  pay  to  those  who  did  not,  an 
addition  of  ten  per  cent,  to  the  nsnal  aUowanoe 
for  mileage. 

Mr.  OHaTtnr  oppoaed  the  amendment.  Ha 
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bill  was  passed  containiDg  such  a  provision,  it 
would  be  giving  an  advantage  to  those  members 
■who  lived  on  tiie  direct  line  of  travel  to  the 
seat  of  Government,  of  ten  per  cent,  over  those 
who  had  to  travel  over  a  monntainons  country, 
and  by  a  oironitons  route. 

The  question  was  then  pat  on  the  amend- 
ment propoeed  by  "SSr.  ObIio,  and  dedded  in 
the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hall,  and 
it  w'as  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  114^ 
nays  80. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted,  in  the  words 
ftdlowlng: 

**  jSeao/Mt^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Ezpraditorea  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instnioted 
to  report  to  thla  House  a  bill  making  it  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the  Set- 
geant  at<arma  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  with 
the  aid  of  the  Postmaster  Geoenl,  at  the  end  of 
every  aesdon,  to  make  an  estimate,  as  neariy  as 
possible,  of  the  actual  distance  (iu  a  dlreot  hue)  of 
the  rendence  of  each  member  of  ttie  Senate,  House 
of  RepreseDtativeA,  and  Delegate  of  a  Territory, 
from  the  seat  of  GovernmeDt ;  and  that  the  mileage 
of  members  of  Congress  be  computed,  and  Uieir 
accounts  for  travelling  be  settled,  according  to  saoh 
esthnate." 

iSx.  Yavok  and  Kr.  Bates  both  wished  t^ 
propose  farther  amendments;  bat  they  were 
deolared  to  be  oat  of  order. 

Claim  <tf  Jamm  Monroe, 

The  motion  to  postpooe  tiie  orders  of  the  day 
was  negatived;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Meboxb, 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  'aOommitteeof 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Findlat  in  the  ohalr,  and  re- 
sumed the  oonsideration  of  the  bill  *^  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Uonroe  "—the  qnestion  being  <m 
a  motion  <^  Mr.  Ohiltoh  to  strike  out  tiie  en- 
aotibg  claose  of  the  bill. 

When  the  bill  was  last  before  the  committee, 
Hr.  Chjltok  moved  an  a^onmment,  and  was 
therefore  entitled  to  the  noor  to-di^ ;  bnt  he 
declined  speaking  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Spbnoib  spoke  at  great  length  m  favor  of 
the  bill,  and,  In  the  course  of  his  remark^  vindi- 
cated the  eitixena  of  the  dty  (tf  Kew  York  In 
the  course  they  had  taken  to  proeare  the  pae- 
aase  of  a  bill  for  Mr.  Mtmroe's  boiefit. 

Mr.  OoEB  and  Mr.  Bcbois  also  spoke  in 
&vor  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  Ihrib,  of  Pennsylvania,  said :  If  I  were 
On  this  occasion  to  ^ve  way  to  my  individual 
feelings,  and  permitted  myself  to  be  under  their 
control,  I  should  certidnly  support  the  claim  of 
the  petitioner.  No  gentleman  upon  this  floor 
estimates  the  charad:er  and  aervioea  of  Mr. 
Monroe  more  highly  than  I  do ;  and  if  it  were 
possible  to  persuade  myself  to  doubt  upon  this 
question,  I  would  freely,  and  without  hesita- 
tion, give  my  vote  in  f&vor  of  the  bilL  Bnt  I 
have  in  vain  endeavored  to  satisfy  ngrself  with 
regard  to  its  propriety,  and  the  oonclcsion  to 
whleh  I  have  arrived  has  been  to  myself  a  snb- 
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jeot  of  regret.  Sir,  it  is  a  painful  subject. 
That  a  eitjzen  upon  whom  alt  tbe  honors  of  the 
republic  have  been  bestowed,  who  has  reaped 
the  rich  harvest  of  rewards — whose  fame  and 
name  stand  identified  with  the  glory  and  past 
history  of  his  country — that  such  a  man,  in 
the  evening  of  his  day,  should  be  impreased 
with  a  belief  that  his  oonntry  is  ungraiefhl  or 
utmost,  is  indeed  a  elrenmstsnoe  mn^m  to  be  rfr- 
gretted.  In  the  investigation  of  such  qaes~ 
tions,  however,  we  are  not  permitted  to  yield 
to  our  sympathies,  nor  indulge  in  personal  pre- 
dilection— ^there  are  other  considerations  of  a 
graver  cbaracter,  which  must  guide  us  in  the 
course  we  ought  to  pursue. 

In  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  this  claim, 
for  obvious  reasoiu,  I  have  confined  myself 
principally  to  the  memorial  of  Mr,  Monroe 
himse^  which  was  laid  upon  our  tables  during 
the  present  session,  and  I  think  it  is  furly  em- 
braced under  the  following  items:  ilrst  For 
widitiooal  expenses  in  Hie  «nployment  ctf  sev- 
eral aaristant  secretaries  during  his  misuon  to 
France,  in  the  year  1794,  the  rent  of  a  house 
for  their  service,  and  other  acoommodations. 
Second.  For  extraordinary  expenses  in  England 
and  France,  arising  from  his  detention  there. 
Third.  For  losses  sustained  in  the  purchase  of  a 
house  in  Paris.  Fourth.  For  gratuities  to  the 
citizens  of  Paris,  and  for  assistance  extended  to 
American  citizens  then  in  France,  who  made 
appeals  to  his  generosity  daring  his  mission 
there.  Fifth.  For  compensation  in  negotiating 
owtain  loans  during  the  last  war,  whilst  Secre- 
tary of  War;  and,  lastiy,  interest  upon  all  these 
itemi^  to  the  present  period. 

In  the  memorial  just  referred  to,  Monroe 
puts  his  claim  upon  the  gronnd  that  the  Gov- 
ernment is  in  his  debt,  and,  in  submitting  it  to 
your  consideration,  be  expressly  solicits  no  in- 
dulgence or  favor.  Sir,  if  the  claim  be  proved 
a  debt  due,  I  apprehend  no  one  here  pretends  to 
doubt  but  that  it  should  be  paid ;  and  whether 
it  be  a  debt  or  not,  appears  to  me  the  only  in- 
quiry necessary  or  proper  for  us  to  make.  By 
a  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Congress,  in  1820,  which  was  raised  upon  a 
dtum  at  that  time  presented  by  Mr.  Monroe,  it 
will  be  peroeived  tnat  no  allowance  was  then 
made  for  two  of  the  items  oompwing  the  pres- 
ent daim,  vis. :  Fw  Contingent  expenses  of  the 
mission  to  France,  from  the  1st  of  Augost,  17M, 
to  the  Ist  of  Jannaiy,  1797,  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars 
and  eighty-five  cents,  that  being  the  avera^ 
allowance  to  all  the  American  Ministers  in 
France,  deducting  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars 
previously  received ;  and  for  extraordinary  ex- 
peiues  incurred  by  Mr.  Monroe's  detention  in 
England,  by  direction  of  his  Government,  for 
the  space  of  two  years  and  four  months,  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  five  hundred  doUars,  to- 
gether with  interest  upon  both  items  from  the 
8d  of  December,  1810,  to  the  8d  of  December, 
1826.  The  aotion  of  this  Hoose,  then,  having 
been  already  obtuned,  with  regard  to  two  ct 
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the  itetus  before  enamerated,  and  now  again 
presented,  and  the  money  having  been  paid,  I 
ctnuider  that,  with  respect  to  them,  tlie  ao- 
eoant  10  closed,  and  therefore,  in  the  few  re- 
marks which  I  propose  to  snbmit,  I  will  con- 
fine myself  to  the  three  remmning  items  of  the 
demand. 

It  is  not  pretended  by  any  one  in  favor  of 
this  bill,  that  Mr.  Monroe  had  any  instmctions 
from  his  Government  to  purchase  a  house  in 
Paris.  The  course  thus  by  him  pursued,  is 
placed  npon  the  grounds  of  expediency  and 
of  Boimd  policy.  I  assnme  it  for  granted,  there- 
fore, that  no  such  instmetions  were,  in  fact, 
^Ten ;  and  that  the  Government  waa  not  privy 
to  the  purchase.  Sir,  in  s  step  eo  eztraordi- 
lUffy,  I  would  suppose  that  some  previous  inti- 
matioQ,  at  least,  should  have  been  given  to  his 
Government,  and  the  necessity  or  policy  of  the 
measure  expUuned.  I  have  searched  in  vain, 
for  evidence  upon  thin  subject  There  is  none 
upon  your  records ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  that, 
in  the  absence  of  all  proof  of  that  description, 
I  hold  it  incumbent  on  the  friends  of  this  claim 
to  satisfy  as  that  the  measure  was,  at  least,  ex- 
pedient Indeed,  I  think,  under  all  the  circum- 
etanoes,  the  expediency  of  the  measure  should 
be  iqiparent.  The  Committee  of  Public  Safety, 
in  France,  shortly  after  his  recognition  by  the 
then  existing  Government,  proffered  to  Mr. 
Monroe  a  national  house  for  his  accommoda- 
tion, which  he  declined  to  receive,  because  of 
that  clause  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  forbade  him  to  accept  any  present 
or  emolument  from  a  foreign  power ;  and,  for 
fear  this  refusal  on  his  part  might  be  misinter- 
preted, it  is  said  he  purchased  the  property  in 
question.  Sir,  I  cannot  perceive,  notwithstand- 
ing all  that  has  been  spoken  and  proved  upon 
tl^  subject,  that  there  existed  any  reasonable 
ground  for  this  apprehension.  Mr.  Monroe  bad 
assigned  the  true  and  substantial  reason  for  this 
refusal,  and  doabtless  the  reason  thus  assigned, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  at  Public 
Safety,  was  entirely  satisfactory,  as  it  certainly 
was  conclusive.  The  citizens  of  France,  I  can- 
not believe,  could  expect,  that,  in  any  transac- 
tion with  their  Govenunen^  he  should  violate  the 
constitution  of  his  own  country.  There  is,  there- 

-  fore,  in  my  bumble  apprehension,  no  soundness 
in  the  argument;  tnere  was  no  reasonable 
cause  to  fear  the  (Uspleasnre  of  the  French 
Government. 

I  do  not  profess,  sir,  to  be  wdl  acquainted 
with  the  course  usually  adopted  by  this  Gov- 
ernment with  our  foreign  Ministers,  in  regard 
to  thdr  reudence.  But  I  cannot  understand 
why  Government  should  at  all  interiiere.  Are 
not  onr  Uinisterb  in  this  respect  free  agents  ? 
and  is  it  not  reasonable  they  should  he  t  A 
mansion  or  a  situation  that  would  be  agreeable 
to  one^  might  not  perhaps  please  another.  One 
may  prefer  the  quiet  and  seclusion  of  the 
country,  another  the  bustle  and  life  of  a  gay 
netropolia.   Cue  may  prefer  to  live  a  plun  re- 

'  pablioan,  another  to  compete  with  the  wealthy 


I  in  the  glitter  of  his  equipage.  Whatevor  the 
inclination  in  this  respect  maybe,  Government, 
I  apprdiend,  does  not  interfere.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose, nor  do  I  desire  to  insinuate,  that  wr. 
Monroe  was  unnecessarily  extravagant  I  de- 
sire merely  to  show  how  very  idle,  nay,  how 
very  inconvenient  it  would  prove,  if  Govern- 
ment should  undertake  to  control  its  ^nisters 
in  the  selection  of  a  residence.  Sir,  if  it  should 
proceed  so  far,  it  might  as  well  go  farther ;  and, 
besides  selecting  a  residence,  also  control  the 
expenditure  of  an  outfit  or  salary.  Indeed,  all 
that  Government  reasonably  can  require  of  its 
Ministers,  is  an  upright  and  violent  diBcharge 
of  their  functions ;  that  being  aocomnUshed,  it 
will  not  stop  to  inquire  where,  or  now  t^ey 
live — whether  in  a  hut  or  a  palace. 

But  I  am  wandering  from  the  true  point  be- 
fore me.  It  is  said,  however,  that  the  purchase 
of  a  house  assisted  in  giving  the  appearance  of 
permanency  to  our  amicable  relations  with  the 
French  repnblic.  Sir,  I  cannot  think  so,  unless 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  were  very  easily 
convinced  upon  that  subject,  as  they  assuredly 
must  have  been  if  the  mere  purchase  of  property 
could  induce  snch  a  t>elief.  In  reality,  I  cannot 
perceive  what  possible  material  difference  there 
could  be  with  the  Frmoh  Goreownent,  whether 
your  Minister's  abode  was  in  a  rented  mantioa, 
.for  a  term  of  years  merdy,  or  npcm  a  purchased 
estate,  at  any  time,  at  all  times  easily  ^Id. 

It  is  contended,  I  am  aware,  that  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, at  the  time  he  made  the  purchase,  intend- 
ed it  for  the  use  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  purchase  was  made 
with  a  view  of  making  it  the  future  residence 
of  our  Ministers  to  France.  Sir,  I  do  not  in  the 
least  doubt  but  that  such  was  the  intention  of 
Mr.  Monroe,  because  he  says  so  now,  and  so 
declared  it  at  that  period.  But  to  any  one  who 
will  take  the  tronble  to  examine  the  documents 
upon  your  table  on  this  subject,  it  will  appear 
manifest,  that  if  such  was  the  intention  of  Mr. 
Monroe  at  the  period  of  the  purchase,  that  in- 
tention, beyond  all  doubt,  was  abuidoned  snb- 
sequendy.  Indeed,  any  other  construction 
would  place  Mr.  Monroe  in  a  singular,  perhaps 
unfavorable,  attitude. 

Mr.  Churman,  this  intention  of  offering  it  to 
the  Government  was  abandoned  certainly,  be- 
cause Mr.  Monroe,  before  he  left  France,  again 
disposed  of  it  without  consulting  his  Govern- 
ment. He  sold  it  for  a  price  beyond  the  orig- 
inal purchase  money,  with  its  interest  and  re- 
pairs superadded.  He  made  the  contract  of 
jinrohase,  as  also  that  of  sale,  without  consnlta- 
tion  with  his  Government ;  and,  besides  afi,  if 
farther  pnxtf  were  necessary,  he  put  the  mtmey 
(fifty  thousand  livres)  paid  to  bun  on  account 
of  the  sale,  into  his  private  funds,  and  applied 
it  to  his  private  purposes. 

It  Is  trne,  a  loss  was  afterwards  sustained,  in 
the  &ilnre  to  recover  the  balance  of  the  pur- 
chase money  from  his  vendee,  in  consequence, 
as  it  was  alleged,  of  a  defect  in  the  title.  Sir, 
it  was  not  the  error  of  this  Govemmenlj  that 
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Mr.  Monroe  purchased  a  defective  title,  and  its 
evil  coQseqnenoes  ooffht  not,  therefore^  to  £all 
upon  it,  notwithstanding  the  intention  mani- 
fested in  the  purchase,  when  all  intention  to 
appljr  it  to  national  pnrposes  was  afterwards 
abandoned.  It  would,  indeed,  produce  a  sin- 
gular state  of  afTairs,  that  any  foreign  Minister 
should  be  at  liberty  to  purchase  property,  and 
make  his  Government  responsible  only  when 
a  loss  is  sustained.  To  what  extent  such  a 
privilege  might  be  abused,  it  is  needless  to  say : 
one  result  would  follow,  generally :  the  Gov- 
ernment would  certainly  have  all  the  losses  to 
sustain,  without  a  corresponding  chance  for  the 
gains  of  the  apecnlation. 

I  con»der,  therefore,  Obainuan,  that  in 
this  transaotion  there  was  no  manner  of  benefit 
deriyed  to  the  United  States.  That  this  Gov- 
ernment was  in  nowise  consulted  with  regard 
to  that  measure,  and  had  given  no  instructions 
concerning  it ;  and,  as  it  could  not,  under  the 
oircnmstauces,  be  a  gainer,  so  it  should  not  l>e 
made  the  loser,  and  particularly  because  Mr. 
Monroe,  with  whatever  intention  or  design  he 
may  have  made  the  purchase  originally,  beyond 
a  doubt  io  this  respect  changed  his  mind,  finally 
considering  it  as  a  part  of  his  private  estate,  and 
as  such  disposed  of  it 

The  second  item  of  the  clum  is  founded  upon 
certain  gratnities  or  donations  to  the  people  of 
Paris,  aa  also  for  adTanoements  made  to  dti- 
zens  of  America  titien  in  PnuuxL  and  who  in 
their  distress  made  appeaU  to  his  generosity. 
Mr.  Ohairman,  doubtiess  this  strikes  you,  as  I 
think  it  must  every  other  member  of  this  com- 
mittee, as  beinff,  at  least,  a  very  novel  claim. 
I  am  persuaded  there  is  no  one  here  willing  to 
urge  it  as  a  debt  which  the  Government,  upon 
any  acknowledged  principles,  is  bound  to  dis- 
charge. Then  f  would  inquire  of  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  committee,  QSx.  Meboeb,)  who 
have  made  it  a  part  of  their  report,  to  show 
under  what  obligation  the  United  States  can 
possibly  be  to  assume  the  payment  of  this 
cJaim. 

True,  it  is  In  itself  not  very  ]axg»,  and  by 
some,  therefore,  may  be  oonridered  as  unim- 
portant; but  still  the  qaestioo  recurs,  upon 
what  principles  is  the  claim  to  be  sustained  ? 
Sir,  I  will  not  consider  whether  the  objects  of 
tiiis  charity  were  meritorious  or  otherwise ;  per- 
haps, if  I  were  so  disposed,  the  means  for  ex- 
amination would  be  wanting.  But,  taking  it  as 
conceded  that  Mr.  Monroe  was  in  this  respect 
truly  benevolent  and  cbaritable,  and  I  do  not 
doubt  but  he  was,  I  would  inquire  whether,  in 
so  doing,  he  looked  for  any  other  reward  than 
that  reward  which  he  doubtless  received  and 
yet  enjoys.  Sir,  when  your  Minister  is  disposed 
to  become  the  a^NBOser  of  alms,  he  acts  with- 
out the  pale  of  his  ministerial  fanotioos.  It 
forms  no  part  of  his  public  duty.  He  may, 
perhajMS  ima^ne  that  such  conduct  may  exert 
a  benracial  mSuence  upon  the  interests  of  his 
country,  yet,  as  he  is  not  despatched  for  the 
purpose  of  distributing  his  ohantiea,  the  Qov- 
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ernment  therefore  cannot  be  made  resp<n- 
uble. 

I  wish  not  to  detnujt  frtm  ttie  eoone  ttaa 
pursued  by  Mr.  Honroe ;  he  was  a  benevolent 
man,  and  such  oonduct  is  worthy  of  imitation ; 
but  as  these  acts  of  his  genero»ty  were  indi* 
vidnal  in  their  character,  as  the  donations  ema* 
nated  solely  from  the  pority  and  excellence  of 
his  heart,  I  feel  persuaded,  in  our  le^;islatiTe 
diaracter,  we  ougut  not,  as  I  am  convmced  in 
reality  we  cannot^  add  to  his  reward. 

But,  Mr.  Ch^rman,  this  is  a  delicate  sulgeot, 
and  I  pass,  without  saying  any  thing  more,  to 
a  more  important  item  of  this  claim — an  item 
which,  exclusive  of  interest,  is  put  down  at 
^6,000 :  I  allude  to  the  compensation  for  loans 
negotiated  by  Mr.  Monroe  daring  the  last  war, 
whilst  officiating  as  Seoretaty  df  War.  Sir,  ft 
was  truly  sud  by  an  honorable  gentieman  from 
North  CaroUna,  during  this  debate,  (Mr.  Wil* 
LiAMS,)  that  for  many  years  past  tbe'finandal 
situation  of  this  country  has  been  unembar- 
rassed, and  perfectly  adequate  to  all  its  engage- 
meuts ;  and  hence  it  appears  to  me  not  a  little 
remarkable  that  this  item,  important' in  all  its 
aspects,  has  not  been  presented  before, 

I  have  not  taken  the  troable  to  examine  mi- 
nutely into  tJie  accounts  heretofore  settied  with 
Mr.  Monroe,  nor  have  I  searched  for  any  other 
evidence  than  t^at  ftinushed  by  the  two  very 
respectable  and  intelUgent  committees  to  whom 
these  Bulfjeots  have  -been  referred.  From  the 
reports,  however,  upon  your  table,  I  perceive 
that  Mr.  Monroe  was  Secretary  of  State  from 
the  1st  A|n^  1611.  to  the  80th  September, 
1814,  three  ^ears  and  ux  months,  at  |fi,000  per 
annum,  during  which  he  reoaved  from  the 
public  Treasury  the  sum  of  $17,600 ;  that  he 
was  Secretary  of  War  from  October  1, 1814,  to 
February  28, 1816,  five  months,  at  |4,000,  per 
annum,  and  received  for  salaiy  $1,876 ;  and 
that  he  was  sgain  Secretary  of  Steto  from  1st 
March,  1616,  to  8d  March,  1817,  two  yean  and 
three  days,  at  a  salary  of  6,000  dollars  per  an- 
num, and  received  $10,041  66,  a  sum  sltogetiier 
amounting,  by  way  of  salary,  to  $29,416  06  for 
a  period  of  five  years,  eleven  months  and  three 
days'  service. 

It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Monroe^ 
for  the  period  when  tiiese  loans  were  nego- 
tiated, received  his  legal  compensation  by  way' 
of  salary.  The  servioe  in  question  was  render- 
ed within  the  period  I  have  mentioned.  He 
has,  therefore,  received  the  legal  compensation 
for  his  services,  the  amount  affixed  by  law,  and 
for  which  he  undertook  tbe  service  with  ul  its 
burdens.  The  duty  having  thus  been  periV»m-* 
ed,  and  the  salary  receivM  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  then,  the  contract  was  termi- 
nated. Does  it  not  follow,  thorefiwe,  ICr. 
Ohairman,  that  the  daim  now  under  oonuder* 
ation  is  a  demand  for  an  extra  oompensationt 
In  pliun  terms,  you  are  asked  to  make  on  extra 
allowance  for  services  performed,  to  compen- 
sate which  there  was  a  fixed  salaiy,  amply  suf- 
ficient for  all  the  labor  bestowed.  I  say,  dr, 
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ample,  because  I  am  yet  to  hear  that  it  is  coo- 
sidered  otherwise. 

I  should  not,  Mr.  Oh^rman,  be  doing  justice 
to  this  old  and  faithful  servant  of  the  republic, 
if  I  did  not  concede  he  rendered  eminent  ser- 
vices for  his  country.  His  history  is  onr  his- 
tarji  but  while  speaking  of  these  services, 
what  nuwe  to  hii  praise  can  be  said,  than  that 
he  discharged  the  duties  of  the  varied  ritua- 
tiooa  whi<£  be  filled  with  fidelity?  8tr,  can 
yon  bestow  a  higher  enlo^um  upon  any  man, 
than  to  say  he  retired  from  every  puliJic  ait- 
na^Q  which  he  held,  taking  with  hhn  an 
irreproachable  fame,  together  with  the  appro- 
bation of  his  country  ^  Sir,  I  grant  be  render- 
ed important  services,  and  discharged  his  duty 
fiuthfully ;  but,  for  so  doing,  I  do  not  consider 
that  the  Government  is  under  any  obligation  to 
make  him  aa  extra  allowance.  If  it  be,  then 
every  other  officer  of  the  Government,  whether 
he  be  found  in  the  navy  or  the  army,  or  upon 
yjmr  <anl  list,  who  has  rendered  faithAtl  ser- 
Tioa  is  abo  eimtled. 

Toat  there  are  such,  you,  Hr.  Ohairman,  will 
ailow :  a  lilt  of  soch  could  soon  be  made  out. 
Sir,  upon  that  principle,  in  the  very  number  of 
witnesses  who,  on  this  occasion,  have  testified 
to  the  services  performed  by  the  ex-President, 
without  going  further,  yon  would  find  objects 
for  your  bounty.  Men,  it  is  true,  who  per- 
fbrmed  an  humbler,  but  at  the  same  time,  not 
the  lees  necessary  task,  but  who  are  on  this  as 
on  every  similar  occasion,  too  frequently  over- 
looked or  forgotten  in  the  honors  imd  triumph 
wbioh  await  only  the  few. 

Kcnr,  I  appeal  to  t)ie  good  mie  of  all  who 
hoar  taOj  whether  a  proMdent  such  as  we  are 
asked  on  thia  occasion  to  ooustitnte,  is  consist- 
wt  with  a  sound  p<^cy.  In  efi^eet  it  would  be 
holding  out  salaries  to  men  aa  inducements 
merely  to  aocept  a  trust,  and  then  to  pay  them 
besides  for  doing  their  duty.  There  is  no  obli- 
gation upon  any  one  to  undertake  these  respon- 
sibilities ;  but  when  he  does  so,  he  is  under  a 
moral  aa  well  as  legal  obligation  to  discharge 
the  duties  thereof  with  fidelity.  Such  were 
the  responsibilities  in  the  present  instance. 
For  this  duty  he  has  been  piud,  and,  I  think, 
wdl  paid.  Ha  haa  rec^ved  all  to  which  he 
was  entitled  by  the  oontraot.  I  cannot  per^ 
oeive,  therefbre^  Mr.  CBudrman,  that  the  Gov- 
emment  of  the  United  States  is  under  a  legal 
or  a  moral  obli^aticm  to  pay  any  more.  There 
ia,  in  fact,  no  mdebfcednesa  establiahed,  which 
alone  could  bind  us. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  show  that,  upon 
prindples  of  legal  liability,  the  Government 
owes  Mr,  Monroe  nothing ;  and  it  becomes  me 
now  to  consider  whether  we  can  with  propriety 
liquidate  this  claim  upon  any  other  ground. 
As  a  donation,  nothing  is  desired:  Mr.  Monroe 
aska  for  nothing  which  is  not  strictly  due  on 
aound  principlea,  and  whiolt  his  country  shall, 
on  ftall  oonsidwttion  and  nnqoestionable  evi- 
dence think  that  it  owes  it  to  itself  to  allow 
him."  Nevcffthelesfl^  as  aa  individual,  I  have 
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every  disposition  to  favor  the  application ;  but, 
in  doing  so,  I  very  much  doubt  my  authority 
to  do  it  by  any  means  not  my  own.  Sir,  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  discover  that  we  have  the  right  to 
be  generous  at  the  expense  of  others.  If  I 
were  asked  the  question,  upon  what  principle 
the  gratuity  was  to  be  made,  I  should  not  be  en- 
abled to  answer ;  I  speak  with  reference  to  th» 
duties  we  are  delegated  to  perform, 

I  am  acquainted  with  no  principle  consistent 
with  onr  dnties  as  legislator^  that  will  autiicr- 
ize  the  members  of  this  House  to  lay  their 
hands  upon  the  public  Treasury  for  purpoees  of 
this  kind.  It  is,  indeed,  no  part  of  the  busi- 
ness, to  transact  which  we  are  delegated.  But, 
sir,  aside  from  these  considerations.  I  ask  you, 
Mr.  Chairman,  whether,  in  paying  this  vory 
large  sum  of  money,  we  should  be  doing  jus- 
tice. Are  there  not  others  whose  claims  are 
equally  pressing,  and  who  have  not  been 
so  well  provided  for  as  Mr.  Monroe  t  Are 
there  not  other  men  who  also  fon^t  and  bled 
for  tiieir  country  t  "ii/ea.  who  spent  their  youth 
and  fortune  and  strength  in  her  cause!  Let  me 
ask,  have  you  pud  these  men  the  debt  yon  owe 
them?  Have  you  paid  your  revolutionary 
army?  Sir,  these  men,  the  patriots  of  oth» 
days,  have  not  yet  been  paid;  this  debt  of 
honor,  of  gratitude,  and  of  contract,  still  le- 
mains  open  against  you.  How  often  is  it  that 
Ihe  venerable  patriot  of  the  revolution  is  seen 
lingering  about  your  doors ;  and  how  often  is 
he  turned  awayj  with  regret  I  say  it,  not  with 
his  honest  dues  in  bis  pocket,  but  witii  a  Iieavy 
heart,  to  reflect  upon  his  services,  and  tlie  in- 
Jnstice  and  ingratitude  of  his  country,  to  live  in 
penury,  and  <ue  a  beggar. 

But  admitting,  Mr.  Gburmaiif  that  you  are 
willing  to  pay  this  clium,  I  am  at  a  total  loss  to 
conceive  upon  what  ground  interest  is  to  be  al- 
lowed also.  Certainly  not  one  of  the  gentle- 
men has  condmcended  to  show  us  upon  what 
principle  this  is  to  be  effected.  Interest,  it  is 
true,  usually  follows  a  debt,  and  is  given  by 
way  of  damages  for  its  detention.  But,  Mr, 
Ohairman,  there  can  be  no  debt  outstanding, 
where  all  has  been  proved  piud  according  to 
agreement.  It  is  true,  also,  that  when  a  pay- 
ment is  withheld  illegally  or  unjustly,  interest 
should  follow  by  way  of  reoompenM.  But 
guitlemen  fUl  in  the  outset  of  their  argument: 
the  foundation  is  not  laid,  and  yon  cannot  add 
the  superstructure.  They  must  establish  an  in- 
debtedness first,  before  they  can  set  np  a  cl^m 
for  interest ;  bnt  in  their  attempts  at  this  they 
have  entirely  failed. 

I  pass,  however,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  another, 
and  perhaps  the  most  important  view  of  this 
subject.  You  know,  sir,  that,  in  the  year  3826, 
Mr.  Monroe  made  an  application  similar  in 
many  respects  to  the  present,  consisting  Of  va- 
rious items,  some  of  which  are  again  to  be 
found  in  the  demand  before  us,  and  amounted 
to  the  sum  of  $28,670.  A  very  able  committee 
was  appointed,  who  made  a  repor^  making 
some  Kduotion  in  the  amount,  bnt  still  allow- 
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iag  for  all  the  items  of  that  olaini,  save  oce.  I 
think  they  reported  as  being  dae  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe the  som  of  $16,688  86,  together  with  inter- 
est from  Sd  December,  1810.  It  may  not  be 
necessary  that  I  should  here  state  the  progress 
of  that  bill  to  its  final  passage.  Suffice  it  to 
say,  that  to  the  amount  thos  reported  was 
superadded  the  iatereat  for  a  ]>eriod  of  fifteen 
years,  thereby  swdlin^  the  sum  reported  as 
'behig  due  by  the  committee  to  $29,618. 

Here,  then,'  Mr.  Obairman,  a  greater  snm 
was  finally  allowed  than  the  principal  of  Mr. 
Monroe's  claim  at  that  day  amonnted  to.  This 
doubtless  was  done  from  a  disposition  alike 
honorable  to  Congress  as  it  was  generous  tow- 
ards Mr.  Monroe.  In  doing  so,  however,  Oon- 
gress  deemed  it  proper  to  impose  terms ;  and^ 
with  a  desire  that  this  committee  may  fairly 
comprehend  me,  I  ask  yon,  sir,  that  the  act  of 
Oonoress  passed  in  the  jear  1826  for  the  relief 
of  Mr.  Mcaaoe  be  read. 
[Here  the  derk  read  as  fcdlowa :] 
**Se  itenaetedby^  Satatt  andJIotue  o/Smrt' 
■utaativa  of  th*  UnUtd  Statt$  ofAnuriea  in  Oon- 
gvtM  auembUd,  That  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  be  ia  hereby,  authorised  aod  required  to 
cause  to  be  paid  to  Junes  Monroe,  out  of  any 
imappropriated  moneys  ia  the  Treasury,  the  sum  of 
twenty-nine  thousand  Ave  hnudred  and  thirteen 
donam,  in  fiiU  of  all  demands  whatever  against  the 
United  Sutes.** 

Mr.  IiTBR  resumed.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
cannot  perceive  upon  what  principle  we  can 
again  be  called  upon  to  legislate  on  this  sub- 
ject without  violotiDg  our  own  deliberate  act 
The  money  was  voted,  and  it  was  received, 
Mid  in  the  spirit  and  vetr  letter  cf  the  law, 
was  intended  as  a  final  aqjustment  of  all  Mr. 
Monroe's  demands.  Sir,  in  a  conrt  of  jnstioe, 
the  Gk>vemment  mig^t,  if  disposed,  ^ead  a 
former  recovery  with  some  propriety ;  at  any 
rate,  upon  whatever  principles  yon  may  desire 
to  place  it,  the  plain  nile  of  ordinary  life  should 
bold,  that  a  debt  or  a  claim,  or  by  whatever 
name  you  may  please  to  call  it,  being  once  set- 
tled and  paid,  uiould  be  permitted  to  rest.  It 
is  not  eauitable  that  the  Government  should 
again  ana  again  be  called  upon  to  account,  par- 
ticularly after  a  final  a^ustmeut,  to  the  terms 
of  which  the  parties  interested  have  acceded. 

Mr.  Ohairmau,  I  have  thus  briefly  paned 
through  this  subject  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  give 
my  vote  against  this  application,  in  whatevw 
farm  it  may  present  iteelf ;  a  daty,  sir,  by  no 
means  in  accordance  with  my  wishes.  Sir,  I 
would  I  could  conscientiously  give  my  voice  in 
favor  of  the  venerable  patriot  whose  life  and 
reputation  I  have  always  been  taught  to  es- 
teem ;  I  should  deem  it  a  pleasure,  which  I 
hope  ever  to  enjoy,  in  contributing  my  feeble 
efforts  to  the.  benefit  of  those  who  sustained 
this  republic  in  the  hour  of  her  need.  But  I 
cannot  permit  my  indinaticou  to  sway  my  judg- 
moit;  1  cannot  consent  to  rive  to  one,  and 
withbcdd  from  another ;  I  wiui  my  ooontry  to 
Iw  jnst  before  ahe  is  geaierona. 


[jMniAn,  1881. 

Mr.  Mkboke  rose,  and,  in  a  speech  of  some 
length,  replied  to  the  arguments  of  those  gen- 
tlemen who  had  opposed  the  bill.  In  conclu- 
non,  he  handed  to  the  chair  the  following, 
which,  he  said,  if  tlie  motion  now  before  the 
House  should  not  succeed,  he  ahonld  offer  as 
an  amendment  to  the  bill : 

"That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury- be,  and  they  are  ber^y,  authorised  to 
ai^ust  and  settle  the  aooomitB  and  chums  of  James 
Monroe,  late  Prudent  of  the  United  States,  oa 
princiides  of  eqmty  and  justice,  snUect  to  the 
rcTicdoD  and  final  deddon  <tf  the  Frwodent  of  the 
United  States. 

"  And  b<  it  fttrther  maetei,  That  so  soon  as  it 
shall  have  been  ascertuned  and  detennined  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  that  any  sum  of  money  is  due  to  die 
sidd  Jamea  Monroe,  soeh  sum  shall  be  pdd  him  oat 
ofanymtmeyin  the  Treasory  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated." 

The  proposed  amendment  was  read  by  tlie 

Olerk;  when 

The  question  was  pnt  on  striking  out  the  tn- 
acting  clause,  (to  des^y  the  bill,)  and  it  was 
deci<ted  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  78,  nays  67. 

The  oonmiittee  then  rose,  and  report  prog- 
ress. 


Monday,  January  17. 
The  ImpMehment.  ' 

Mr.  Hathbb  submitted  the  following  reedu- 

tion: 

Stteived,  ^Hiat,  during  (he  ar^ment  of  counsel 
in  the  impeaebmant  now  pending  in  the  Senate 
against  James  H.  Feck,  district  judge  of  Mis- 
souri, this  House  will,  fi«m  day  to  day,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  sute 
of  the  Union,  and  attend  the  same ;  and  that  the 
Clerk  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  HATiTxa  said  that  it  was  understood  that, 
upon  the  opening  of  the  high  court  of  impeach- 
ment to-day,  the  arguments  of  connsel  would 
commence.  He  thought  it  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  attend  duriiu;  the  ailments;  and 
with  that  view  he  had  submitted  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  WHrrrusKT  suggested  the  propriety  of 
amen^ng  the  resolution,  by  addbig  to  it  the 
foUdwing  words:  ^and  that  the  houritf  meet- 
ing of  the  House  shall  be  11  o>oloek  after  tUs 

day." 

Mr.  Hatiies  accepted  the  ameDdment  as  a 

modification  of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  'WiLUAUB  then  moved  so  to  amend  the 
resolution  as  that  the  House  should  attend  for 
this  day  only. 

This  motion  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr,  Pkttis  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  adoption  of  the  resolntion ;  but  the  House 
refused  to  order  them. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  its  adoption, 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  89, 
ni^s  74. 


3A«  Itnpeaehmnt. 
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Tdudxt,  JaDiiary  IS, 

Tbe  Honae  went  iato  s  Committee  ot  the 
"Whole^  Ht.  Habtiv  in  the  chair,  and  proceeded 
to  the  Senate  chamber,  to  attend  the  trial  of 
Judge  Peek. 


WnnnBsi.T,  Janoaiy  10. 

Stgf&mumerary  Qfficert  and  Cadet*. 

Mr.  WKSXivn  snbmitted  the  ftdloTii^  r«w>- 
Intioa: 

Jteaolvdd,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflain 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipedienoj  of  dis- 
nifliiog  from  the  army  the  superoomerarj  lienten- 
ants  by  biuret  commission. 

That  the  committee  also  inquire  into  the  expe- 
lUeney  of  fixing  the  age  between  17  and  21  years, 
•8  the  period  of  admiesion  into  tlie  West  Point 
Academy ;  and  that  all  the  gradattes,  from  time  to 
time,  at  that  iustitation,  shall  be  dfaohuged  from 
the  army,  when  not  needed  in  the  actual  serrice  of 
the  oonntry. 

That  they  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing appointments  in  the  line  of  the  army,  from 
tite  mwlti^oaa  mm-conmuamoned  (Aoeia  of  the 
army. 

And,  also,  of  redndng  the  number  of  cadets  In 
■ud  academy,  now  aathoriied  by  law. 


Thubsoat,  Janoary  20. 
Maitaiy  Aeadenm, 

The  resolntion  yesterdiqr  submitted  by  Kr. 
WiCKum  was  then  taken  np. 

Hr.  Dkatton  was  entitled  to  the  flow ;  but, 
as  tiie  honr  had  nearly  elmwed  for  the  oonnder- 
ation  of  reeolatlonSb  he  deoUned  maUng  tiie 
remarks  whidi  he  m tended  to  have  done  to 
correct  the  errors  into  which  the  gentleman 
from  Eentacky  had  fallen,  and  sfdd  he  would 
content  himself  with  moving  for  a  division  of 
the  qDestion,  so  as  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
Eoose  on  the  first  member  of  the  resoln- 
tion: 

The  qnestion  being  pat,  the  first  paragraph  of 
the  restMQtion  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

"lUtoived,  That  the  Committee  on  MUitaiy 
Affdrs  be  instmeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  fismisring  from  the  army  the  superunmerary 
Ueotanants  by  brevet  commission." 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  remainder  of  the  resolntion,  ana  was  also 
agreed  to,  in  the  fbllowing  form : 

"That  Uie  committee  also  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  fixing  the  age  between  seventeen  and 
t»en^*0De  yean  as  the  period  of  admission  into 
the  west  Point  Academy ;  and  that  all  the  graduates, 
from  time  to  time,  at  that  institution,  shall  be  dis- 
charged from  the  army  when  not  needed  in  the 
actual  ttrrfcfl  of  the  conntnr. 

"  That  they  inquire  into  un  expediency  of  author- 
Izfa^  appointmentB  In  the  line  of  the  army  from 


[H.  or  £. 

the  meritorious  Don-otmunissfoned  ofBcen  of  the 
army. 

"  And,  also,  of  reducing  the  nnmber  of  cadets  in 
said  academy,  now  anthorized  by  law.** 

Impeaehment. 

The  House  then  TwdTed  itself  into  a  Oommit- 
tee  of  the  Whola  and  prooeeded  to  the  Senate, 
to  attend  the  trial  (tf  Uw  impeachment  <tf  Judge 
Peek. 


Fsmar,  Jamiaiy  SI. 

MiUage  qf  MettJmt. 

The  engrossed  bill  "to  establidi  a  Tiniform 
mode  of  compnting  the  mileage  d  mwnbera  of 
Congress,  and  del^ates  fircHm  tMrritcwies,"  was 
read  the  third  Ume;  and  the  question  bong 
stated  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  Ohiltoh  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  queation,  and  they  were  OEdered  by  the 
House. 

Ur.  TvoKSB  requested  inform ation  as  to  the 
time  when  the  bill,  if  it  passed,  would  take 
efi^ect.  He  presumed  not  till  the  next  session 
of  Oongress;  in  which  ease,  he  should  be 
arerse  to  passing  the  bill. 

The  SpuEBn  replied  that,  if  the  bill  shonld 
pass,  it  would  take  effect  upon  the  present 
Oongress, 

Mr.  TooKBB  wit^idrew  his  cppositi(w ;  and 

The  question  was  then  pot  on  the  passage  of 
Hm  bill,  aod  waa  detemdned  in  the  affirmative 
—yeas  189,  n^s  80. 

So  the  bill  passed,  and  was  B«it  to  the  Senate 
for  ooncnrrence. 

The  fi^owing  Joint  resdation  was  read  the 
third  time: 

".RmoIw^  Ae.  That  the  roles  of  each  Hooso- 
shall  be  BO  amended,  as  to  make  it  the  imperative 
duty  of  die  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Sergeant- 
at4rms  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  ascertain, 
at  the  end  of  every  seasioa  of  Congress,  from  each 
Senator,  member,  or  delegate  ftoia  a  territory,  the 
number  of  days  wliicb  he  may  have  been  al}8ent 
from,  and  not  in  attendance  upm,  the  business  of 
the  House;  and,  in  settling  the  accounts  of 
Senators,  memben,  and  delegates,  there  shall  be 
deducted  from  the  account,  or  amount  of  pay  for 
each  session,  at  the  rate  of  ^ght  dollars  per  day 
for  every  day  any  member  of  either  House,  or  dele- 
gate, shall  luve  been  absent,  except  by  order,  on 
business  of  the  House  to  which  he  belongs,  or  In 
consequence  of  slduuMS." 

The  question  being  pnt  upon  its  passage,  a 
brief  debate  took  place  between  Uessrs,  Thomp- 
son, of  Georgia,  Hali^  Oobhan,  SFTBSSLAim, 
TtTOKBB,  and  DaanoN,  upon  the  form  of  the 
resolution,  and  its  effect  apon  the  rules,  &c. 
Pending  the  remarbi  of  the  latter  gentleman,  a 
message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  infbrm- 
ing  tM  House  that  that  body  was  now  ritting 
as  a  court  <tf  impeachment :  whereupon, 

The  House  resolved  Itself  into  a  Committee 
of  tiie  Whde,  Mr.  Maniir  in  the  di^,  and 
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proceeded  to  the  Senate,  to  attend  the  trial  of 
Jadge  Peck. 


Battbd&y,  Jannar^  23. 
Pay  of  Member*. 
The  HoQse  resomed  the  consideratioD  of  the 
Joint  resolution  relative  to  the  pay  of  members 
of  Ooncress, 

Mr.  Hall  moved  to  recommit  the  reeolntion 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures,  with 
instradions  to  report  a  bill,  providing 

"That  it  BbaU  be  the  imperative  duty  of  the 
Beeretary  of  the  Senate  and  Sergeant-at-anus  of  the 
House  of  RepreseaUtlves  to  sBcertaiu,  at  the  end 
of  every  fteaeion  of  Congress,  from  each  member  of 
Congress,  or  delegate  from  a  territory^  the  number 
of  days  which  he  may  have  been  absent  from,  and 
not  in  attendance  upon,  the  business  of  the  Bouse ; 
and,  In  settling  the  accounts  of  Senators,  members, 
and  delegates,  there  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
account,  or  amount  of  pay  for  each  sesstou,  at  the 
rate  of  eight  dollars  per  day  for  every  da;  any  mem- 
ber of  eiuier  House,  or  delegate,  shall  have  been 
absent,  except  by  order,  on  business  of  the  House 
to  which  he  belongs,  or  in  consequence  of  rickness.** 

On  this  motion  a  debate  of  some  length  took 
place,  in  which  Messrs.  Dbattoh,  Sutheblakd, 
Hall,  'Whittlesbt,  Chilton,  and  Oabson,  en- 
gaged. 

Mr,  Cabson,  as  he  sud,  in  order  to  put  the 
question  to  rest,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  debate^ 
moved  to  lay  the  reecdntion  on  the  taUe. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Cgolton  required  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  accordingly 
by  the  Honse.  Being  taken,  they  stood— yeas 
SO,  nays  186. 

So  the  House  revised  to  lay  the  subject  on 
the  table. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming that  that  body  was  now  »tting  as  a 
hic^  court  of  impeachment :  whereupon. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate,  to 
attend  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Jndge 
Peck. 


MonmAT,  January  24. 
The  Judiciary, 

Vx.  Datxb,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  submitted  a  report  from 
the  m^ority  of  that  committee,  on  the  question 
of  rep^ing  the  26th  section  of  the  judiciary 
act  of  1789,  accompanied  by  a  bill  "to  repeal 
the  25th  section  of  the  Jndbuaiy  act  of  4th 
September,  1T89." 

Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  same  committee, 
was  desirous  to  present  the  report  of  the  minor- 
ity of  the  committee ;  but  the  Spbakhk  stated 
that  the  question  must  first  be  pnt  on  the  raa^ng 
of  the  bilL 

The  hUl  was  thm  read  a  first  time,  and  a  mo- 
tion made  for  its  second  reading;  when 

Mr.  BuoHANAK  again  moved  for  leave  to  pre- 
sent the  rc^rt  of  the  minority  of  the  oommit- 


[Jahuabt,  1881. 

tee ;  but  the  Chair  stated  that,  as  the  House 
could  not  entertain  two  motions  at  a  time,  that 
made  by  the  gentiemau  from  Pennsylvania  was 
not  now  in  order.  He  could  have  an  oppor- 
tunity hereafter  to  present  the  report. 

Mr.  DoDDBmoB  moved  the  n;Jection  of  tiie 
hill,  and  on  his  motion  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  Speaeeb  stated  that  the  question  would 
be  on  now  giving  the  bill  its  second  reading ; 
and,  if  the  House  refuse  to  order  it  to  be  read  a 
second  time,  it  would  amount  to  a  rejection  of 
it. 

On  the  motion  to  read  a  second  time,  Mn 
Doddbidqb  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays:  pend- 
ing which  demand, 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
informing  that  that  body  was  now  utting  as  a 
hii^  court  of  hnpeachment:  whereupon. 

The  House  then,  on  motion,  reacuved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  proceeded 
to  the  Senate,  to  attend  tiie  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment of  Judge  Peck. 


TmsDAT,  January  S8. 
The  Judiaary. 

The  bill  yesterday  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  "to  repeal  the  26th 
section  of  the  Judiciary  act  of  1789,"  was  taken 
up.  ■ 

Mr.  Datis.  of  South  Carolina,  hoped  the  bill 
would  he  allowed  now  to  be  read  the  second 
time,  and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  far 
Tueeoay  next ;  which  motion  he  made. 

The  Speakbb  sud  the  bill  could  not  take  that 
course,  imlesa  the  Mutieman  from  Virnnia  (Mr. 
Doddbidqb)  would  consent  to  withdraw  his 
opposition. 

Mr.  Doddbidqb  would  not  consent. 

Mr.  Bdohanan  addressed  the  House.  He  said 
the  measure  proposed  was  one  of  great  impor- 
tance, and  he  wished  to  give  an  opportunity  for 
members  of  the  House  to  express  their  opinions 
on  it  freely  and  Adly,  and  that  their  remarks 
might  be  sent  to  the  people.  He  was  opposed 
to  hasty  legislation  on  important  matters ;  but 
if  the  gentiemau  from  Virginia  would  withdraw 
his  opposition  to  the  second  reading,  he  would 
move  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  Tuesday  next.  Such  a  motion,  he  presumed, 
would  not  be  in  order  now. 

The  Speakbb — No.  The  Chair  will  read  the 
rule  of  the  House,  for  the  information  of  gen- 
tlemen. 

[The  Spbaeeb  here  read  the  rule  as  follows :] 

"  The  first  reading  of  a  bill  ahall  be  for  infomia- 
tion ;  and,  if  opporitfon  be  made  to  it,  the  quettioa 
shall  be,  '%aU  this  bill  be  r^ected?*  If  no  op- 
position be  nude,  or  if  the  question  to  r^ect  be 
negatived,  the  bill  shall  go  to  its  second  raaibB 
without  a  questioB.** 

Mr.  DoDDBn»i  oonsented  to  withdraw  hla 

oppo^titm. 


7^  Judtdarf. 
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Hr.  Batis  inqnired  if  the  oonsideration  of 
the  bin  was  postponed  to  Tuesday  next,  it 
oonld  then  be  considered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  Speaker  said,  after  the  bill  had  been  read  a 
Becond  time,  it  could  go  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  or  bo  otherwise  disposed  of,  as  the 
Honse  might  direct. 

Mr.  Martin  said,  the  gentleman  from  Fenn- 
i^lvania  had  expressed  his  willingnefs  to  have 
a  free  and  fiill  discassion  of  the  subject,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  no  desire  to  smoth- 
er it.  He  (Mr.  M.)  nad  been  listening  for  rea- 
sons why  the  bill  should  not  take  the  ordinary 
ooorm,  bat  had  heard  none.  The  bOl  was  one 
of  vaat  importance,  and  he  was  also  in  favor  of 
8  five  and  full  discussion.  He  shonld  be  sorry 
that  the  bill  should  take  a  course  to  prevent  his 
hearing  the  views  of  gentlemen  on  the  subject ; 
and  he  was  not  sure  that  he  should  not  take  part 
in  ft  discassion  himself.  He  did  not  intend 
now,  however,  to  commit  himself. 

Mr.  Buchanan  had  no  disposition,  on  this  or 
any  other  occasion,  to  prevent  the  freest  discus* 
fflon  of  the  matter  before  the  House.  It  was  for 
the  purpose  of  assuring  himself^  on  the  con- 
trary, that  a  ijnestioD  smiold  be  taken  on  this 
bill  at  the  present  scsnon,  that  he  had  proposed 
its  postponement  to  this  day  week.  It  would 
tiias  come  up  for  coo^deration,  as  business,  of 
course,  on  that  day.  The  bill  will  be,  on  that 
day,  precisely  in  the  situation  in  which  it  is  at 
thb  moment.  It  wiU  stand  higher  on  the 
calendar  than  it  would  do  were  we  now  to  refer 
it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.  If,  on  that  day,  it  should  be  thought 
an  expedient  course,  the  bill  can  then  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  now.  We  all 
know  that  there  are  many  subjects  referred  to 
tiie  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  we  know  that  there  is  a  vast 
mass  of  lumber  there  too.  If  this  salnect  were 
referred  to  that  committee,  Ur.  B.  said,  such  an 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  this  Honse  upon 
it,  as  is  due  to  its  importance,  and  must  be 
expected  by  the  nation,  would  not  be  obtidned 
at  the  present  session. 

Ur.  Stokbs,  of  New  York,  asked  whether 
the  question  upon  the  second  reading  or  rejec- 
tion of  a  bill  was  not  a  question  open  to  dis- 
cussion. [The  Spbaeeb  answered  that  it  was.] 
If  so,  saia  Mr.  8.,  then  the  gentleman  ft-om  South 
Carolina,  and  all  others,  would  have  as  full 
opportunity  as  they  desired  to  debate  it, 
without  referring  it  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

iSr.  DoDDEiDOB  said  Aat  his  objection  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill  wes  prompted  by  the 
eame  motives  as  had  influenoed  the  course  of 
«  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  viz.,  that  be 

mignit  have  it  in  his  power  to  debate  and  decide 
upon  this  bill.   He  gave  way  only  to  allow  of 
,  the  motion  for  postponement,  and  for  no  other 
'  [nirpose.   He  shoald  not  have  made  the  objec- 
tion to  the  second  reading,  bat  that  he  might 


[IT.  o*  B. 

subject  the  bill  to  debate,  intending  himself 
fUly  to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  Bausbt  asked  how  this  bill  came  to  be 
reported.  W&s  there  any  petition  or  any 
instruction  to  the  committee  to  bring  this  sub-- 
ject  now  before  the  House  ?  If  the  people  of 
the  United  States  do  not  ask  us  to  do  this  thing, 
B^d  be,  we  ought  not  to  take  it  up  at  all. 

Mr.  Daihel  said  that  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee had  been  instructed,  by  a  special  resolution, 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or 
modifying  the  26th  section  of  the  judiciary  act; 
and,  on  considering  the  subject,  they  had  come 
to  the  resotution  that  it  ought  to  be  repealed. 
Hr.  D.  had  no  objection  to  the  proposed  post* 
ponement  for  a  week. 

Mr.  Abohkb  said,  if  there  is  a  minority  of  the 
House  disposed  to  obtain  a  decision  of  this 
question,  they  could,  at  any  time,  get  at  it  by 
going  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  should  it  be  referred,  as  he 
thought  it  ought  tdilbe,  to  that  committee,  where 
it  could  be  more  freely  discussed  than  in  the 
House.  This  mode  of  disposiug  of  the  bill,  was 
better  suited  also  to  the  gravity  and  importanoe 
of  the  question. 

Mr.  Mabtin  said :  Was  this  the  ordinuy  mode 
in  which  bills  were  opposed  t  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  said  that  he  had  made  the 
motion  to  reject  this  bill,  because  it  was  a  de- 
batable one.  But  certuoly  all  would  admit 
that,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  discussion 
would  be  more  full,  more  free,  and  ovet  a  wider 
field.  If  the  opinion  entertained  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  on  this  subject,  was  common 
to  a  m^ority  of  the  House,  he  could  at  any 
time  obtun  a  vote  to  go  into  committee  upon 
it.  The  gentleman  shakes  his  head :.  but  he 
can,  at  any  time,  move  to  go  into  committee  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  because,  such  a  motion 
has  preference  over  any  other.  On  the  other 
hand,  iho  advocates  of  the  bill  will  not  shrink 
flrom  the  investigation  (tf  its  object  They  have 
no  desire  to  avoid  a  decidon  upon  it  uid  will 
anite  with  its  opponents  in  bringing  it  on. 

Mr.  WioKUFFB  said  that  he  should  be  verr 
much  gratified  to  have  this  subject  discussed. 
But  he  wished  to  see  the  bill  placed  in  such  a 
situation  as  to  allow  of  an  amendment  being 
offered  to  it,  for  a  modification  of  the  2fith  sec- 
tion of  the  old  law,  which  he  should  prefer  to 
a  total  repeal  of  it.  Let  the  bill  be  read  a  sec- 
ond time,  and  theii  be  postponed.  When  it 
should  agdn  be  taken  up,  it  would  be  open  to 
amendment. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDOB  considered  the  measure  to  be 
of  as  much  importance  as  if  it  were  a  proposi- 
tion to  repeal  the  Umon  of  these  States ;  and 
for  that  reason  he  could  not,  with  his  consent, 
suffer  it  to  take  the  course  of  an  ordinary  bill. 
If  the  House  should  overrule  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  firom  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  D.  sud 
he  should  then  renew  opposition  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Ellbwokth  said  that  he  should  regret 
any  delay  hj  this  House  <rf  a  decidon  upon  a 
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qnestion  so  momentous  as  this.  It  was  because 
of  ita  OTerwhdmiog  magnitude  that  he  woold 
have  it  acted  upon  forthwith.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  there  was  a  gentleman  within  hearing 
of  his  Toice^  vho  had,  at  this  moment,  any  doabt 
upon  his  mmd  as  to  what  his  vote  would  be 
on  this  question.  It  seemed  dedrable  to  him, 
in  everjr  view,  that  this  qaestitm  shoold  be  at 
once  decided. 

Kr.  Johnson,  of  Eentncky,  said  he  should 
vote  in  flavor  of  postponement 

[Here  the  boor  for  morning  borineas  ei- 
pired.] 

B j  leave  of  the  Honse,  Hr.  BucHAirA.N  then 
presented  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the 
Jadiciary  Committee  agunat  the  measure  pro- 
posed, and  tliat,  t<^tber  with  the  rtmort  of  the 
miyoritj  of  tiie  committee^  were  ordered  to  be 
printed.  ^ 

JvAga  Peek. 
The  hour  of  twelve  was  hft«  announced  by 
the  Gliair,  and  the  House,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Mabtin  at  its  head,  proceeded  to 
attend  the  high  court  of  inipeaohmmt. 


WiDKXBDAT,  January  26. 
C<»npdtuaiion<if  Membera. 

Hie  House  resumed  the  ooniideraMcni  of  the 
Jc^t  resolution  "relative  to  the  pay  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress ; "  together  with  the  instrao- 
tions  proposed  to  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Expenditures  when  that  resolution  was 
last  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Hall  proposed  a  modification  of  the  in- 
structions, by  adding  to  them  a  proviso  that 
the  bill,  as  proposed,  should  not  have  a  retro- 
active operation. 

Mr.  HoFFHAjir  was  opposed  to  the  recom- 
mitment of  the  resolution,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  qaestion. 

[Here  the  hoar  for  morning  business  ex- 
pired.] 

On  motion  of  "Mr.  Spsmn^  of  !^ew  York, 
three  thousand  additional  copies  of  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject 
of  the  cultivation  of  sugar  cane,  and  the  mann- 
facture  of  brown  sogar,  recently  transmitted  to 
Oongress,  were  ord««a  to  be  printed. 

Judge  Peek. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Mabtin  in  the  diair, 
and  .proceeded  to  attend  the  trial  before  the 
high  court  of  impeaohment,  ' 


Thdbsdat,  Janoary  ST. 

The  House  resumed  the  connderation  of  the 
joint  resolution  "  relative  to  the  pay  of  mem- 
bers of  Ooogress,"  together  with  the  motion  to 
recommit. 


[jAMCAxr,  18B1. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  yesterday  called  for 
by  Mr.  Hoffman,  on  the  Question ;  but  this 
day  the  House  reftised  to  oraerthem. 

After  some  discussion,  the  previous  questtoi 
was  demanded,  and  the  demand  was  susfeidned 
by  the  House.  [The  effeot  of  the  prevloiu 
question  was  to  supersede  the  motion  for  re- 
commitment wiUi  instructions,  and  bring  the 
question  directly  before  the  House  on  the  paa* 
sage  of  the  joint  resolution.] 

The  main  question  being  put  in  the  following 
form:  "Shall  the  joint  resolution  pass  I"  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Tub. — Uessrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Andsr- 
Bon,  Angel,  Armstroog,  Arnold,  Noyes  Barber,  Bam- ' 
well,  Bartley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beekmon,  J.  Blair, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Borst,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Brown, 
Burges,  Butman,  Gaboon,  Cambreleng,  Campbell, 
Carson,  Chandler,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  Qay,  Condict, 
Conner,  Cooper,  Cowles,  Craig,  Crane,  Crawford, 
Crockett,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Daniel,  Darenport, 
W.  R.  DariB,  Deberry,  Denny,  De  Witt, 

Dickinson,  Doddridge,  Dorgey,  Draper,  Drayton, 
Duncan,  Dwigbt,  £i«er,  Earll,  EUaworth,  Q.  Evans, 
Horace  Everett,  FiniOay,  Rnch,  Ford,  Forward,  Fos- 
ter, Fry,  Gordon,  Qreen,.Ha]l,  Hammona,  Harvey, 
Hawkios,  Haynes,  Hodges,  Holland,  Hoffman,  fiob- 
l>ard,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  IngerBoQ,  Thomas 
Irwin,  Jarvis,  B.  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Ken- 
dall, Kennon,  Bjncaid,  Perkins,  King,  Lamar,  Lea, 
Le&vitt,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Letcher,  Loyall,  Lump- 
kin, Lyon,  Uaeee,  Mallarr,  Martindale,  Martin, 
Thomas  UaxweU,  Lewis  Uuwell,  McCreery,  Mo- 
Coy,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Mondl,  Uuhkabeiv,  Nuck- 
olls, Overton,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Powers,  Ramsey, 
Bencher,  Richardson,  Roane,  Rnssel,  Scott,  William 
B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Sbepperd,  Shields,  Sill,  Smith, 
Speight,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Richard  Spenoer,  Stan- 
berry,  Standefer,  Sterigere,  Stephens,  William  L. 
Stom,  Strong,  Swoon,  Swift,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Test, 
Wiley  Thompson,  J.  Thomson,  Tracy,  Tresvant, 
Tucker,  Yanee,  Tamom,  Terplanck,  Wayne,  Wedu^ 
Whittiesey,  C.  PlWhlte,  Wickliffe, Wilde,  WilUama, 
Wilson,  Wingate,  Yancey,  Young — 169. 

Nats. — Messrs.  John  S.  Barbour,  Coleman,  Crown- 
infihield,  Edward  Everett,  Qaither,  Oorham,  Oren- 
nell,  Ourley,  Hinds,  Hughea,  Lelper,  Miller,  Norton, 
Ffttton,  Fieraon,  Rose,  ^[frin,  Henry  B,  Btorrs, 
Sutheriaad,  Tinton,  Edward  D.  White— SI. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence,  in  the  following  form : 

"  Jteaolved  by  tht  Senate  and  Hotue  of  Rmftteni- 
aft'tm,  That  the  niles  of  each  House  shall  be  so 
amended  as  that  it  ahall  be  the  imperative  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Sergeaot-at«rms  of 
the  House  of  Bepreaentatlves  to  aseerCdn,  at  the 
eud  of  every  session  of  Congress,  from  each  mem- 
ber of  Congress  or  delegate  fnm  a  territory,  the 
number  of  days  wbdch  be  may  have  been  absent 
from,  and  not  in  attendance  upon,  the  business  of 
the  House ;  and  in  settling  the  accounts  of  the  Sen- 
ators, members,  and  delegates,  there  shall  be  de- 
ducted from  the  accoont,  or  amount  of  pay  for 
each  sesaon,  at  the  rate  of  dgbt  dollan  per  day 
for  every  day  any  member  of  either  House,  or  dele- 
gate, shall  have  been  absent,  except  by  order,  on 
bnsinflSB  of  the  House  to  which  hs  belongB,  or  in  cukp 
aeqaenee  of  siekaeaa." 
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Juraw,  1881:] 

laneU  letwm  l/udhw  and  Bx^ti  Linet. 

1^6  HooM  tben,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Stebi- 
«KBB,  went  into  Oommittee  of  Uie  Wliole,  Mr. 
HowAXD  in  tiie  obair,  and  took  up  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  to  *'  amend  an  act  to  quiet  the  title 
of  oertun  porchasers  of  lands  between  the  lines 
of  Lndlow  and  Boberta,  in  the  State  of  Ohio," 
together  with  certain  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Olaims. 

rrhis  snbjeot  has  been  lon^  before  Congress, 
and  the  debate  on  the  merits  of  the  case  re- 
peatedly pnUiahed  in  the  Intelligencer.  Gen- . 
eral  McArthnr  and  Philip  Doddridge,  as  agents 
for  oUiers,  were  the  owners  of  cei^ain  lands 
between  the  lines  of  Lndlow  and  Roberts,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio.  These  lands  had  been  sold 
to  other  individaals  by  the  United  States,  be- 
liCTing  them  to  be  a  part  of  the  national  do- 
mfun,  and  the  proceeds  were  pud  Into  the 
Treasury.  Undu:  this  state  of  things,  Dodd- 
ridge had  commenced  suit  against  tiie  par- 
chasers,  and  the  United  States  made  thenuelTes 
defoidantB  in  the  case.  In  the  Supreme  Ooort, 
«  decnnon  was  made  in  faror  of  Doddxidse. 
After  that  daoirion,  Congress  passed  an  aot  ror 
the  snrvey  of  the  lands,  and  aath(n4dng  tiie 
amxrintment  of  commissioners  to  appraise  their 
valne.  When  their  report  was  mad&  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  was  anthorized  to 
treat  with  McArthnr  and  Doddridge  for  a  set- 
tlement of  their  cliums,  in  order  to  quiet  the 
tides  of  those  who  had  purchased  from  the 
United  States.  McArthnr  agreed  to  receive 
for  bis  lands  the  valuation  fixed  by  the  ap- 
prusers,  Doddridge  demanded  the  same  sum, 
witii  interest,  that  had  been  paid  into  the 
T^reamry.  An  act  had  passed  OonMresa,  at 
the  last  seanon.  ^propriating  a  sam  mmey 
for  quieting  these  1a^;  and  tiie  bill  at 
present  reported  was  to  make  a  ftardier  ap- 
propriation, to  the  use  of  Mr.  Doddridge,  for 
<Hie  of  the  .surveys,  which  he  had  already  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  but  for  vMeh.  the  act  be- 
fore named  did  not  make  sofBdent  compensa- 
tion.] 

A  debate  of  some  dnration  took  place  be- 
tween Messrs.  Stbbioebe,  MoCot,  Wioeuffb, 
YniTON,  and  Pettis.  It  consisted  chiefly,  how- 
ever, of  ezplanaUoos,  and  a  statement  of  the 
principles  on  which  the  bill  before  the  House 
was  foooded.  Mr.  SxEBiflXBs  moved  that  the 
prwoaed  amendmenta  be  reacted. 

llr.  TmBVAST  had  risen  to  speak,  when 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate. 

"the  Spbakxb  immediately  took  the  chair, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  announced  that 
that  body  was  now  sitting  as  a  high  court  of 
impeM^mient. 

JvdgePeek. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Mabtin  in  the  chair,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Senate  chamber,  to  attend  the 
high  court  of  impeachment  sitting  for  the  trial 
of  Judge  Peek. 


[H.  or  £. 

Having  returned,  and  reported  progrras, 
The  House  again  resumed,  in  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole,  the  bill  which  was  before  that  com- 
mittee in  the  morning  relative  to  lands  between 
Lndlow  and  Roberts'  lines :  without  continuing 
the  debate,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported 
progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

FsiDAT,  January  28, 
SurpZu*  Samue. 

"SSt.  Pole,  from  the  Select  Otnmnittee  to 
whidi  was  referred  so  much  of  &e  Hesa^  of 
the  Preddent  of  the  United  States,  at  the  oom- 
mencement  of  the  session,  as  relates  to  Ihe  dis- 
tribution of  the  snrplas  revenue,  made  a  report, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  to  print  6,000  oc^ies  of 
the  report ;  which  motion  lies  one  dAj  on  the 
table.  . 

Mr.  Whitb,  of  New  Tork,  moved  for  the 
printing  of  8,000  copies  of  the  reports  of  the 
muority  and  minority  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Jnd  iciary,  relative  to  repealing  the  twenty-fifth 
section  of  the  judidary  law  of  1789 ;  wMoh 
motion  lies  one  day. 

The  Judiciary. 
'iSi.  LsoovPTE  submitted  the  following : 
Jtaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amendiug  the  ConstitutloD  of  the  United  States,  so 
that  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  of  the 
inferior  courts  shall  hold  war  reBpeotfve  offlcos  for 
a  term  of  years. 

Mr.  WamLESBT  demanded  the  question  of 
condderation,  and 

Mr.  YjlHok  called  flor  the  yeas  uid  nays  on 
the  question. 

They  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and,  being 
taken,  stood — yeas  61,  nays  116. 

So  the  House  refused  to  oonidder  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Ih^erua  of  the  Impeachment. 

Mr.  Ellbwobth  stated  that  the  witnesses  at- 
tending on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck  could  not 
be  discharged  until  they  were  paid;  and  he 
moved  to  suspend  the  consideration  of  any 
other  business  on  the  table,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House 
wait  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  lb*. 
DwioET  hi  the  ohair,  and  took  up  the  bill 
"making  provision  for  the  compensation  of  the 
witnesses,  and  other  expenses  attending  the 
trial  of  Judge  Feck,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Oonmiittee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

[The  gross  sum  proposed  to  be  appropriated 
by  the  Senate's  bilL  amounted  to  $13,000;  by 
the  proposed  amencunents,  that  anunmt  was  in- 
creased to  118,600.] 

Mr.  Pole  said  the  bill  provided  for  the  com- 
pensation of  the  witnesses,  both  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  and  the  respondent.  In  all 
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State  prosecutions,  the  defendant  always  paid 
his  own  witaesses,  and  be  thought  the  United 
States  wonld  do  enough  to  compensate  the  wit- 
nesses on  the  part  of  the  prosecution.  He  re- 
gnested  informaUon  as  to  what  had  been  the 
usage  in  former  cases  of  impeachment  .under 
tills  Government. 

Mr.  Ellswobth  replied  that,  in  the  case  of 
Jndge  Chase,  the  United  States  had  paid  the 
fritnesses  on  both  sides.  He  was  not  positive 
as  to  the  other  cases.  He  wonld  remark,  that 
it  would  tend  to  tbo  utter  min  of  any  individ- 
nal  brought  before  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  for  trial,  if  he  were  to  be  compelled  to 
compensate  his  own  witnesses.  It  was  right 
and  proper  that  the  Government  should  pay  all 
the  witnesses  attending  trials  of  impeachments ; 
and  whether  Judge  Peck  should  or  should  not 
be  cleared,  it  was  obvious  that,  if  he  were  to 
be  compelled  to  pay  his  witnesses,  he  was  a 
ndned  man. 

Hr.  Oabson  was  in  &tot  of  the  bill  as  pro- 
posed to  be  amended.  If  a  precedent  was  now 
established,  that  the  United  States  were  not 
to  pay  witnesses  on  behalf  of  the  persons  ac- 
cused in  trials  of  impeachment,  no  future  prose- 
cution would  take  place,  however  ag«tivated 
might  be  tho  offence  committed.  No  man 
would  undertake  it.  There  was  no  analogy 
between  the  ordinary  trials  in  tbe  States  and 
a  trial  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  In 
the  latter,  witnesses  had  generally  to  be 
brought  from  a  distance,  often  very  ^reat,  as 
in  the  present  rase,  and  their,  detention  here 
was  boui  long  and  expensive.  *  What  pos^ble 
chance  was  there,  he  would  ask,  that  an  indi- 
Tidn^  could  ck-or  himself  of  an  alleged  crime, 
if  he  was  obliged  to  pay  his  own  witnesses  ? 
No  man  could  clear  himself,  for  no  man  could 
afford  the  expense.  In  his  opinion,  for  the 
United  States  to  refuse  to  pay  witnesses  in  trials 
of  the  kind  refen'ud  to,  wonld  amount  to  a  pos- 
itive denial  of  justice. 

The  question  wos  demanded,  and  the  amend- 
ments offered  by  the  Jt||llidary  Committee  were 
agcoed  to. 

The  committee  reported  the  bill  as  amended ; 
the  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Zand*  heiween  Ludloa  and  SoberUi*  Jdntt. 

The  House  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bin  "  to  amend  the  act  to  quiet  the 
title  of  purchasers  of  tbe  public  lands  between 
the  lines  of  Ludlow  and  Roberts,  in  tbe  State 
of  Ohio,"  Mr.  Howakd  in  the  chair. 

Some  further  conveniation  took  place  be- 
tween Messrs.  Tebzvutt,  Wiokuffb,  and  Vin- 
voir,  when  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Committee  on  Private  lud  Oudnu  were  disa- 
med  to,  and  the  oomntittee  rose,  and  reported 
Uie  bill  to  the  House. 

The  Honse  concurred  with  the  OMnmittee  of 
the  Whole  in  rejecting  the  proposed  amend- 
ments, and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 


[Jahvakt,  1881. 


Judge  Peek. 

The  hour  of  12  having  arrived,  the  Honse 
agun  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  Mr.  Makiin  in  the  chair,  aod  proceeded 
to  tbe  Senate  to  attend,  before  the  high  court 
o£  impeadiment,  the  taal  of  Judge  FmIc 


Batubdat,  Jannary  S9. 

TheJudmary. 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  26th  section  of  the  Jn- 
diciary  act,  pasaed  on  the  4th  September,  1789, 
coming  up,  the  question  being  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Bdohahan  to  postpone  the  motion  that 
the  bill  be  read  a  second  time  on  Taesday 
nei^- 

Ifr.  CsAvnffiD,  after  a  few  remaAa,  de< 
manded  the  previons  question ;  which  was  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Doddbidgs  that  the  bill  be  re- 
jected. 

The  demand  was  sustained— yeas  61,  nays  69. 

The  question  was  then  put,  *^  Shall  tiie  mun 
question  be  now  put  ? "      .  ' 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  76,  nays  68. 

The  main  question  was  then  pnt,  viz. :  "  Shall 
the  bill  be  rejected  t** 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  affinnatlTe  as 
foUows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Aadersoo,  Armstrong,  Arnold, 
Bailey,  Noyes  Barber,  Jobn  S.  Barbour,  Barriiteer, 
Bartley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beekm&n,  Jobn  Blidr,  Boe- 
kec,  Boon,  Bont,  Brodhcad,  Brown,  Bnchanan, 
Burges,  Butman,  Gaboon,  Cbilton,  Clark,  Condict, 
Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowles,  Craig,  Crane,  Crawford, 
Crockett,  Crei^ton,  Crochcron,  Crowninabield, 
Jobn  Davis,  Deberry,  Denny,  De  Wtt,  DicUiiBOn, 
Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Drayton,  Dwight,  Eager,  Earll, 
EllBwortn,  O.  Evans,  Joshua  Evana,  Edward  Ever- 
ett, Findlay,  fincb,  Forward,  Fry,  Gilmore,  Gor- 
ham.  Green,  Grennell,  Guriey,  Haisey,  BemphiUf 
Hodges,  Holland,  Hofftaian,  Howard,  Hubbard^ 
Hugbes,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ibrie,  IngersoU,  William 
W.  Irrin,  Thomas  Irwin,  Jobos,  Cave  Johnson, 
Kendall,  Eennon,  Eincaid,  Perkins  King,  Adam 
Bang,  Leavitt,  Leiper,  Lent,  Letcher,  Uagee,  Mdla- 
ry,  Martindale,  Lewis  Usxwcll,  McCreery,  HcDaffie, 
Hclntire,  Uen^r,  Uiller,  Mitchell,  Monell,  Muhlen- 
berg, Norton,  Pearce,  Heraon,  Powers,  Reed,  Wch- 
ardson.  Rose,  Ruaael,  Sanford,  Scott,  WilUam  B.  Shep- 
ard,  Augustine  H.  Shcpperd,  Shields,  Sill,  Speight, 
Ambrose  Spencer,  Kchard  Spencer,  Sprif^,  Stande- 
fer,  Sterigere,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  William  L.  Storra, 
Sbx)og,  Sutherland,  Bwaan,  Swift,  Taylor,  Test,  J. 
Thomson,  Vance,  Tamnm,  Ter|danck,  Vbton, 
Washington,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  C.  F.  White,  Ed- 
ward  D.  White,  Willianu,  Wilson,  Wingate,  Tonng 
—138. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Angel, 
Barnwell,  Bell,  Jamea  Blair,  Bouldin,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Chandler,  CUibome,  Clay,  Coleman,  Con- 
ner, Daniel,  Davenport,  W.  R.  Davis,  Desha,  Draper, 
Foster.  Gattber,  Qordon,  Hall,  Harvey,  Haynes, 
Hinds,  Jarvis,  filebard  M.  Johnson,  Lamar,  Le- 
compte,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Martin, 
Thomas  Uaxw^  McCoy,  Ntidudli,  Orenon,  Fu- 
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ton,  FettU,  Folk,  Potter,  Roane,  Wiley  Thompson, 
TreiTut,  Tucker,  Wicklifie,  WOde,  Taneey— 61. 
So  the  bill  was  r^ected. 

Brown  Sugar. 

The  Hoose  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolation  Bohmitted  bj  Mr.  Hatnbs  some  days 
nnoe,  relative  to  brown  sogar. 

Hi.  Vhitb,  of  Louisiana,  said,  tiiat  when  tlus 
salfjoot  oune  np  in  order,  it  was  laid  over  for  a 
q[>raflo  object.  I,  myself,  moved  its  postpone- 
ment, as  well  from  my  own  conviction  of  the 
pvii»ietj  of  the  step^  as  at  the  instance  and 
snggestioQ  of  some  other  gentlemen.  The  ob- 
ject alluded  to  was,  to  let  in  a  report  on  the 
snl^eot,  which  we  were  daily  expecting  to  re- 
ceive from  the  Treasury  Department,  m  com- 
pliance with  a  call  from  this  House.  That  re- 
port, sir,  has  nnce  been  sent  in,  hot,  beinff  of 
some  Tolame,  the  jiublic  printer  has  not  had 
time  oiongh  to  lay  it  on  oar  tables.  This  cir- 
cumstance I  regret  as  much  as  any  one  oaif ; 
yet  it  does  present  the  qoestioi^how  far  it  is 
proper  to  proceed  without  it. .  Several  gentle- 
men have  mentiomad  the  snlrject  to  me ;  and 
one  among  the  number  intami^ed  that,  if  I  did 
not  move  its  further  postponement,  he  woald. 
As  to  myself,  it  does  i^pear  to  me  that  it 
would  not  be  over  respectrol  to  the  gentleman 
who  ivesides  in  the  department,  to  take  no 
heed  of  a  doooment  which  we  have  caused  him 
to  prepare  with  no  inconsiderable  labor.  Be- 
sides, I  feel  that  I  shall  be  wanting  In  defer- 
ence to  the  people  where  I  live,  if  I  neglected 
to  use,  and  to  imbne  the  House,  as  far  as  de- 
pends on  me,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  facts 
which  l^y  have  taken  so  much  puns  to  em- 
body. There  is  another  consideration :  we  are 
bound  the  rule  we  have  adopted  to  attend 
in  the  Senate,  during  this  week,  on  the  debate 
of  tbe  impeaohm^nt  we  have  preferred  against 
Judge  Peek.  The  hand  on  the  dial  plate  indi- 
eates  tJiat  hat  five  minutes  coald  now  be  allot- 
ted to  the  subject.  For  these  reasons,  sir,  I 
move  its  further  postponement  nntil  next 
'Wednesday,  in  the  nope  that  it  may  be  then 
taken  up,  and  prosecuted  to  a  termination. 

The  motion  prevaDed. 


HosDAT,  January  81. 

Judgt  Peek. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  ICr.  Spkoht, 
Testdved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Kr.  OAMBxaxse  in  the  chur ;  and,  on  motion 
of  Hi.  Hathu,  proceeded  to  the  Senate,  to  at- 
tend the  fiirther  trial  of  Judge  Peck  before  tiie 
high  court  of  impeachment.  Having  returned, 
tiie  chfurman  reported  that  the  oommittee,  in 
pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  House,  had  at^ 
tended  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck ;  and  that  the 
Senate  had  pronounced  judgment  in  the  case, 
and,  by  a  vote  of  23  to  21,  had  revised  to  8a»- 
taur  the  impeachment  preferred  by  tlte  Hoose ; 
and  that  the  ooort  had  adionmed  niM  ditf, 
VebZL-N 


UlinoU  and  Michigan  Canal. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  tiie  motion  made  on  tbe  6th  instant,  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  was  r^eoted  the 
bill  to  authorize  a  change  in  tbe  disposal  of  the 
land  granted  for  the  construction  of  the  lUi- 
nois  and  IGohinn  Oamd. 

Ur.  DuHojwnoped  the  motion  for  reconrid- 
eration  would  prevail,  and  that  the  hill  would 
be  made  the  oraer  of  the  day  for  some  day  cer- 
tain ;  and  he  called  fbr  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port the  Committee  on  Public  iJinds,  which 
oommittee  reported  tbe  bill.  It  was  read  by 
the  Clerk. 

Mr.  Yanox  B^d  that,  when  the  bill  was  taken 
up  before,  he  was  desirous  of  offering  an  amend- 
ment, with  a.  view  to  meet  t^e  views  of  gentle- 
men. If  no  other  member  did,  he  should  take 
occasion,  if  the  Honse  agree  to  reconsider  the 
bill,  to  submit  an  amendment,  so  as,  if  possible, 
to  meet  the  views  of  gentlemen,  and  secure  tlie 
passage  vl£  the  bill  in  tbe  best  possible  shape. 

Mr.  Dirsau?  remarked  that  the  gmtleman 
who  had  made  the  moticm  to  reconsider,  bad 
stated  to  the  House,  at  the  time  of  doing  so, 
that  he  did  it  with  a  view  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, proposmg  to  appropriate  money,  in  lieu 
of  scrip,  to  aid  the  State  of  Illinois  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  proposed  canal.  If  gentlemen 
would  prefer  the  appropriation  of  money,  he 
had  no  objection ;  though,  for  his  own  part,  he 
should  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  scrip.  Gen- 
tlemen were  mistaken  in  the  idea  that  tJie  scrip 
woald  be  sacrificed.  Lands  to  the  amount  of 
$860,000  had  been  sold  in  the  State  of  Illinois 
tiie  last  year ;  it  was  proposed  by  the  bill  to 
apply  but  $60,000  wortii  of  sorip  in  a  year ; 
and  it  was  evident  that  it  would  be  eqiul  to 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  State. 

Hr.  Bill  had  voted  for  l^e  oii|pnal  bill,  and 
stated  the  {p*ounds  upon  which  he  did  bo.  He 
should  be  opposed  to  an  amendment  like  the 
one  suggested,  and  oould  not  vote  for  the  re- 
consideration, though  he  had  voted  for  the  hill 
originally.  ' 

Kr.  Yanob  said  that,  for  himself^  he  was 
willing  to  take  the  bill  as  it  was ;  bat  it  did 
not  appear  to  be  so  framed  as  to  satisfy  gen- 
tlemen ;  and  with  a  view  to  give  more  general 
satisfaction,  the  motion  had  been  made  to  re- 
consider, BO  as  to  Buhmit  the  amendment  sug- 
gested. 

Ur.  Ibtin,  of  Ohio^  with  a  view,  as  he  said, 
to  have  done  with  the  Bnlir|eeL  for  the  ^ffesott 
session,  moved  to  lay  tiie  motion  fhr  reooiaid* 
eration  on  the  taUe. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  had 
been  r^eoted,  and  was  decided  in  the  negative 
—yeas  62,  nays  100. 

Jamm  Mmroe. 
The  Hoose  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jamea  ICooiroe. 
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The  qaestioD  was  taken  on  agreeing  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  etriking  oat  the 
enacting  clanse  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the 
negative— jeas  60,  nays  109. 

Mr.  Mbbobb  then  moved  to  strike  ont  all  af- 
ter the  enacting  danse  of  the  bill,  and  insert 
the  amendment  which  he  had  before  read. 
Fuidlng  which  motion. 

Kr.  wiLLUUB  moved  an  ac(ioiinunent. 

Hr.  Datis,  of  MasBaohiuet&,  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman wonld  withdraw  the  motion  for  one 
minnte,  to  enable  him  to  ask  leave  of  absence 
for  his  ooUeagne  (Mr.  Gorbah)  for  ten  days. 

Hr.  WnxuMB  oonsmting,  leave  was  gnmted, 
as  reqoested. 


TuBBDAT,  Febmai;  1. 

AmendmefU  ({fthe  Bulet. 

The  reaolntion  of  Mr.  Pon^  to  amend  the 
rule  which  linuta  debate  on  resolntifHui  and  the 

Sresentation  of  reports  to  one  hoar  in  each 
ay,  was  again  taken  np. 
[When  this  reaolation  was  under  considera- 
tion a  few  days  ago,  Mr.  PomBmade  a  few 
observations  in  regard  to  it,  one  of  which 
produced  a  general  smile  in  the  House.  Ad- 
verting to  the  operation  of  the  mle  which 
limits  the  consideration  of  resolations  to  a 
single  hoar  on  each  day,  freqaently  cutting 
o£f  a  speech  which  might  have  been  near 
its  couciufflon  but  for  the  intervention  of  the 
Tule^  he  said  that  the  effect  of  it  was  to  give 
time  to  the  orator  to  recuperate,  and  resume 
his  speech  the  next  daj  with  fresh  materialsand 
ftesh  vigor.  *Mr.  P.  had  soareely  pnmonneed 
these  words,  when  the  Speaker  apprised  &e 
gentleman  that  the  hoar  had  expired,  and  he 
must  suspend  his  farther  observations  for  this 
d^.  Wherenpon,  Hr.  P.  observed  that  there 
oonid  not  have  been  a  better  illustration  of  tiie 
remark  which  he  had  jnst  made,  than  that 
which  the  present  case  farnished,  iS  he  should 
feel  disposed  to  avail  himself  oi  the  interval  of 
a  day  to  prepare  a  set  speech.] 

Hr.  FoTTBB  spoke  of  the  numerous  and  oom- 
idioated  roles  of  the  House,  and  of  the  maoy 
instances  in  which  fleuUemm  were  declared  to 
be  oat  of  order,  nom  the  want  of  a  proper 
knowledge  of  them.  He  ouwlnded  moving 
to  refer  the  resolution  to  a  Seleot  Oommittee, 
with  instructions  to  amend  the  rules  generally. 

Hr.  Hbboicb  had  one  su^estion  to  make. 
By  the  present  rule  of  the  House,  ^ould  the 
previous  question  be  demanded,  and  sustained, 
It  shut  oat  all  amendments  which  had  been 
■  previously  made  to  a  bill,  and  the  question  re- 
curred on  the  original  bill  itself.  He  hoped  that 
the  rule  would  undergo  an  amendment,  so  as 
to  avoid  this  nngular  operation. 
The  resolation  was  then  agreed  to. 

Wood /or  the  Poor  Qeorgetoton. 

The  apBAxn  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  the  Mayw     Geotijetown,.  relative  to  tiie 


[Fesbdabt,  1881. 

distressed  situation  of  the  poor  of  that  city) 
and  soliciting  the  House  to  grant  a  donation  of 
some  of  the  wood  in  the  vaults  of  the  oa^itol 
for  their  present  use. 

Mr.  Washinqtok  woold  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  Honse  in  explaining  the  necessity  for  act- 
ing immediate  on  the  ^plication  just  made. 
The  letter  snffidentiy  anlained  itself,  and  he 
i^ould  ocmtent  himself  with  nmply  submitting 
the  following  resolation : 

Saolved,  That  the  Cleik  of  the  House  is  hereby 
onUiOTiied  and  directed  to  cause  thirty  cords  of 
wood  to  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  tin  Ibyor  of 
Oeoigetovn,  for  the  use  of  the  sdbriiig  poor  of 
that  town. 

Kr.  PouE  knew  it  was  an  ungracious  task  to 
opp6se  a  ^solution  in  behalf  of  the  suffering  * 
poor  of  this  Disbiot,  or  any  other  country. 
He  must  be  permitted  to  remark,  however, 
that  the  precedent  of  appropriating  the  pnbUo 
ftmda  for  such  purposes  was  a  baa  one.  Tho 
resolution  now  before  tiie  Honse  had  come  upon 
it  suddenly,  and  it  was  not  of  snfflrient  conse- 
quence to  move  its  postponement  He  recol- 
lected that,  some  years  ago,  there  was  a  fire  in 
the  District,  to  be  seen  from  the  windows  of 
the  capitol,  and  an  application  was  immedi- 
ately made  for  extending  relief  to  the  n^erers. 
While  he  was  disposed  to  do  full  justice  to  the 
motives  which  prompted  members,  on  that  oo- 
casion,  to  draw  money  from  the  Treasury  for 
the  relief  of  the  sufferers,  he  wonld  ask,  was 
the  coarse  adopted  a  pn^per  one  t  Was  the 
obligation  to  contribute  to  the  relief  of  suffer- 
ers withhi  the  tm  miles  square,  greater  than  to 
those  of  other  parts  of  the  Uni<»i  T  The  very 
same  day  that  the  fire  occurred  in  Alexandria, 
property,  to  a  far  greater  extent,  was  destroyed 
by  the  same  element  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio ;  but 
he  had  never  heard  that  those  sufferers  applied 
to  Congress  for  relief.  There  were  many  suffer* 
ers  in  the  United  States — many  objects  of  oharity 
— but  they  did  not  call  upon  Confess  to  help 
them.  Continue  to  pass  resolutions  of  the 
obarat^r  of  that  now  before  the  House^  and 
what  would  be  the  consequence  f  Why,  every 
winter,  when  the  mow  fell,  or  the  Potomac 
was  frozen  over,  appUoatums  would  be  made  to 
Congress,  and  members  would  be  engaged  in 
tho  dignified  object  of .  buying  and  stowing 
wood,  to  ^ve  to  the  poor  of  the  Disbict  n 
Columbia.  Mr.  P.  remarked  that,  in  opporimr 
the  resolution  now  under  oonsideration,  he  did 
it  on  principle :  the  House  had  not  ^e  power 
to  make  the  donation  requested.  He  mi^t  be 
told  that  Congress  was  the  exclnsivo  Le^sla- 
ture  for  the  District  Be  it  so.  But  was  that 
any  good  reason  that  they  should  give  away  all 
the  revenae  of  the  nation  to  the  people  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  f  If  so,  the  poor  of  the 
other  sections  of  the  country  had  nothing  to  do 
but  to  come  and  sit  down  here,  in  this  District, 
and  apply  to  Congress  for  rdiel  It  was  not 
to  the  amount  proposed  to  be  giveu  that  he  ob- 
jected—no^  not  the  paltry  ooat  of  ttdrty  onda 
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of  wood ;  bat  he  would  state  that  gentlemen 
came  here  to  legislate  on  the  great  conoernfl  of 
the  Union,  and  not  to  give  away  the  pnblic 
property.  It  was  not  money  from  the  Treaau- 
ry,  but  the  expense  was  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
ocmtiiiff^t  fond  of  this  House.  That  fand  was 
voted  for  the  use  of  the  Honse ;  there  should 
be  some  discretion  in  its  ^plication ;  and  if 
we  mvr  give  away  a  part  ta  it,  for  purposes 
other  than  for  what  it  was  intended,  we  may 
^Te  away  the  whole.  He  might  well  address 
femself  on  this  occasion,  to  those'Who,  by  tbe 
operation  of  the  previons  qnestion,  had  cat  off 
all  opportanity  of  remark  on  a  former  similar 
sabjeotw  Their  motives  were  kind,  no  donbt, 
ana  he  gave  them  credit  for  them ;  a  severe 
storm  was  raging,  and  they  yielded  to  their 
feelings  as  men.  No  sach  reason  coold  be 
niged  now,  however ;  for  the  present  was  one 
<tf  the  most  pleasant  days  they  had  ei^oyed 
for  some  time.  Bat  it  was  said  the  poor  of 
Georgetown  were  suffering-^  may  be  the 
poor  of  New  York,  and  other  sections  oi  the 
tlnion.  In  ctuwlnuon,  he  tmsted  that  the 
Hoose  would,  by  its  vote  to-day,  pot  a  dieck 
to  legislation  on  matters  of  this  sort, 
'  ICr.  Blub,  of  Booth  Oarolina,  contended 
that  it  was  not  competent  for  the  Hoose  to 
vote  donations  of  Aiel  for  the  people  of  the 
District  If  so,  it  wonld  have  power  also  to 
vote  milUons  of  the  public  money  to  feed  and 
clothe  the  soffering  poor  of  the  Bistriot.  The 
House  had  no  right  to  give  away  the  public 
money  for  any  sucii  purpose ;  and  if  gentlemen 
were  disposed  to  be  liberal,  let  them  be  liberal 
out  of  their  own  money.  He,  tiierefore, 
moved  the  fdlowing  anbstitate,  by  way  of 
amendment,  viz : 

'*Tbat  the  Seigeaat^t-ftnns  be  reqi^d  to  de< 
dnct  from  the  compeoBation  of  the  members  of  this 
Honpe  one  day's  pay,  and  deliver  said  sum  to  the 
MayM  of  G«<»getoirn,  to  be  mplied  to  porcbase  fuel 
for  the  paupers  of  that  town :  Fravided,  nevertheless, 
that  such  deduction  shall  be  made  from  the  compen- 
sation of  socb  members  only  as  vote  in  favor  of  this 
resolutjon." 

ICr.  Folk  aaked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment,  otuerving  that  he  wonld  vote  for 
it  with  the  greatest  pleaaure. 

Hr.  Stobbs,  of  New  York,  asked,  what  was 
the  Legislature  of  the  District  of  Columbia? 
As  the  answer  to  that  question  wonld  imply 
the  power  of  the  Honse  to  ^rant  the  proposed 
relief^  yet  not  to  grant  a  similar  relief  to  the 
people  of  Ohio,  or  any  other  State  having  its 
own  L^pslatore,  Oongress  stood  in  the  same 
relaUoii  to  this  Territory  as  tiie  Legislature  of 
New  York  did  to  hers.  He  concluded  a  few 
remarks,  by  demanding  the  previous  question. 

The  call,  was  seoonBed,  90  to  86 ;  and  the 
mun  question  was  ordered. 

The  effect  of  this  decision  being  to  set  aside 
the  amendment  ol  Mr.  Blaie,  the  question  was 
nut  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  ud  decided, 
Dy  yeas  and  najs,  in  fba  afflnnatiTe— yeas  108, 
nays  79. 


Judioial  OoiUmjiU, 

'  Mr.  Dbaper,  of  Virginia,  by  leave  of  the 
House,  submitted  for  conuderation  the  fdlow* 
ing  resolution : 

Seaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
defining  by  statute  all  offences  which  may  be  pun* 
isbed  as  contempts  of  the  eonrts  the  Umted 
States. 

Mr.  Dbafkk  said  th^  he  had  offered  this 
reeolution  under  the  deepest  aenas  of  duty.  It 
was  not  his  intention,  he  said,  «t  this  oocwriiNi, 
to  agitato  a  question  which  had  been  reoentiy 
much  agitated  elsewhere.  Bat,  said  he,  I  do 
wish  to  Know  upon  what  tenure  the  people  of 
this  country  hold  their  liberties.  I  wish  to 
know  whether,  if  I  myself  choose  to  go  into 
the  public  newspapers  to  vindicate  any  vote  I 
give  here,  it  be  not  competent  for  any  man, 
who  thinks  proper  to  do  so,  to  enter  the  same 
forum,  upon  equal  ground,  to  show  that  my 
opinion  is  wrong.  If  I,  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  or  this  House  as  a  body,  should  set  forth 
to  the  world  any  opinion  upon  a  matter  bobre 
us,  has  notaany  one  a  rif^t^  through  the  same 
medium,  to  question  the  oorrectnese  of  tiial 
opinion  !  Does  not  that  opinion,  from  the  mo- 
ment of  its  publication,  become  public  proper- 
ty t  Does  it  not  present  as  ftdr  a  snbjeot  for 
discnsnon  as  any  that  can  be  presented  to  the 
mind  of  man  f  The  oliieot  of  such  a  publica- 
tion of  an  opinion  is  to  convince  the  readers  of 
it  that  a  certain  proposition  is  right.  If  tM 
olfjeot  of  a  pubUcatioo  be  to  oonvince  the  pub- 
lic at  large  that  any  particular  proposition  agi- 
tated here  is  correct,  is  it  not  competent  tor 
any  citizen  to  call  into  qneation  tiie  oorreotness 
of  such  an  opinion?  Surdy  it  is.  If,  then, 
we  have  not  the  power  of  prtmrnlgating  our 
opinions,  under  the  protection  oi  a  ^b  of  offi- 
cial sanctity,  I  should  like  to  know  if  any  other 
department  of  the  Government  has  a  ri^t  to 
go  before  the  public  witii  a  vindication  of  its 
opinions,  without  any  citizen  who  ohooses  hav- 
ing the  right  of  reply  to  them,  or  comment 
upon  them.  This  body  has,  I  admit,  a  right  to 
preserve  decorum  and  order  within  these  Walls, 
and  to  remove  from  within  them  any  one  who 
may  disturb  the  proceedings  of  this  House. 
But  if,  after  having  acted  upon  any  subject,  a 
majority  of  this  Honse  shall  choose  to  go  into 
the  newspapers  to  state  the  grounds  on  whidi 
we  have  acted,  I  muntain  that  any  dtizea 
whatever  has  a  right  to  meet  us  there^  and  con- 
test tiioee  grounds.  Any  solitary  mdlvidual 
has,  under  such  circumstances,  a  right  to  meet 
and  confront  the  whole  body  of  the  majori^ 
of  this  House.  If  this  reasoning  apply  to  ^e 
legislative  body,  does  it  not,  in  an  eqiul  degree, 
apply  to  every  other  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ?  I  maintain  that  it  does.  Whenever 
an  individual  in  ofBce  lays  aside  his  official  ca- 
pacity, and  endeavors  by  ugument  and  reason 
to  convince  others  that  any  thing  which  he  hw 
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done  o£BoiaIlj,  b&s  been  done  properly,  he  has 
a  right  to  be  met  by  whomsoever,  differuig  in 
opinion  from  him,  in  anj  fomm  which  he  him- 
ielf  may  select.  Believing  thia,  I  have  pre- 
pared this  resolution,  under  a  deep  sense  of  the 
duty  which  I  owe,  not  only  to  myself^  but  to 
tiie  sixty  thousand  fireemen  whom  I  represent 
on  this  floor.  I  am  not  for  holding  my  liberty 
for  one  moment  at  the  discretion  of  any  indi- 
yidual.  It  may  be  sud,  sir,  in  opposition  to 
the  oUect  of  this  resolution,  that  there  will 
be  (Umonl^  in  defining  contempts  of  court. 
Thongh  this  may  be  true,  we  shall  find  no  diffi- 
col^  in  defining  what  are  not  oontempta.  We 
can  emivaoe,  in  any  proTinon  on  this  sab- 
Jeot,  many  cases  whioh  are  not  contempts. 
We  might  say,  for  example,  that  it  would  not 
be  a  contempt  of  court  to  express  an  opinion 
upon  any  decision  finally  made  in  cooFt,  &c. 
We  might  declare  that  it  shoulft  not  be  a  con- 
tempt of  court  in  any  one  to  say  that  a  judge 
is  not  inmiacnlate.  I  beg  not  to  be  ander8,to(>d, 
aaii  Hi.  J>.,  as  here  referring  to  a  case  which 
has  been  latdy  befin«  the  other  branch  of  this 
Legiabitate^  dtting  as  a  high  eoart  of  impeach- 
mmt.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  reflect  upon  the 
conduct  oT  any  individiial,  who  for  such  oon- 
dact  has  been  erastitatioiully  tried,  and  Iwally 
acquitted.  But  the  law  ought  to  be  so  clear, 
that  every  individual  may  be  able  to  look  to 
the  statute  book,  and  know  whether,  in  any 
thing  that  he  may  do,  he  acts  within  the  law 
not  For  the  security  of  the  rights  of  the 
whole  people,  and  for  no  pnr|>ose  of  iuTidious 
dlusion  or  personal  gratification,  I  invite  this 
inquiry.  It  is  proper,  nr,  that  ev^ry  individual 
in  the  community  should  know  what  are  the 
laws  which  he  is  bonnd  to  observe  at  the  peril 
of  his  liberty. 

Hi,  Doddbidos,  ocmonrrine  with  his  col- 
league in  the  ffitpediency  of  this  inqoiry,  sug- 
gerted  to  him  the  propriety  of  modiiying  his 
resolution,  by  adding^  to  it  these  words :  "  uid 
also  to  limit  the  ponishmeut  far  the  aame." 

Hr.  Deapbe  accepted  this  mo^cation. 

Thus  modified,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Claim  of  Jama  Monroe. 
The  Honse  took  up  for  consideration  the 
amendment  yesterday  submitted  by  Ur.  Hxb- 
OKR  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  JuneB-Ktmroe ; 
which  was  as  follows : 

*'8trihe  out  frcM&  the  btll  all  that  follows  the 
eoActing  ciaose  and  insert— 

**Hiat  the  proper  aeooootiDg  oflleeif  of  the 
Treiiory,  under  the  sopervidw  and  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  subject  to  the  approvftl  of 
the  Prudent  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  aathorixed  to  adjust  and  settle  all  the 
accounts  and  claims  of  James  Monroe,  late  Fresi- 
dent  of  the  United  Statea,  upon  princiidcs  of  justice 
and  equity. 

"And  be  it  furthtr  enacttd,  That,  so  soon  as  any 
amouDt  sbsU  have  been  fonnd  due  to  the  si^d 
James  Monroe,  It  shall  be  p«dd  to  faim  oat  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropn* 
■ted.^ 


[FkBsnART,  1881. 

Hr.  WiLLUHs  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  Treas- 
ury, and  inserting  the  following : 

"Be,  and  they  a»e  hereby,  authorised  and  di- 
rected to  examine  and  adjust  all  the  accounts  and 
claime  of  James  Monroe,  Ute  President  of  tbe 
United  States,  upon  the  principles  of  justice  and 
equity. 

"And  U  it  further  tiut^ad.  That  the  amount  of 
the  several  accounts  and  cUima,  when  exandned 
and  adjusted,  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  together  with 
tbe  principle  on  wluch  each  item  is  founded,  shall 
be  reported  to  CongresB  for  final  dedrion  and 
allowance.". 

Its.  WnxUHS  addressed  the  Honse  in  mpport 
(tf  his  amendment. 

Mr.  8PBK0EE,  of  New  Tork,  preferred  tlie 
amendment,  submitted  by  Hr.  Hsbokb,  to  that 
then  under  consideration. 

Hr.  Chilton  addressed  the  House  at  some 
length  against  the  claim,  and  replied  to  the  ro- 
marks  of  Hessrs.  Spenokb,  Etbbitt,  and  Ksb- 
OBB.  Of  the  two,  he  had  a  preference  for  that 
of  Hr.  WiLLUMSj  but  Uiought  Congress,  instead 
of  Hr.  Hagner,  should  setUe  the  claim. 

Hr.  &T0VBS,  of  New  Tork,  thought  it  wonld 
be  perfectly  safe  to  refer  the  accounts  of  Hr. 
Honroe  to  the  aocoonting  officers.  Be  hoped 
they  would  be  settled  t^uiem,  and  never  come 
before  Congress  agfun. 

Hr.  HoxmoTOH  votdd  vote  tat  the  amend- 
ment Of  Hr.  WoiuxB,  and  tnuted  that,,  if  that 
should  not  prevail,  the  Hotise  would  act  npon 
the  matter  ^  once. 

Hr.  Haixabt  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
didm,  and  wonld  have  been  willing  to  relieve 
the  distinguished  individual  referred  to  from 
all  his  embarrassments.  He  should  support  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

lb.  Button  thooght  enon^  had  already 
been  allowed  to  Hr.  Honroe.  He  referred  to 
former  lefl^ation  of  the  House,  and  spoke,  not 
hearing  ute  argumenta  of  othern,  but  from  his 
own  experienoe. 

Hr.  Jlnqkl  addreased  tbe  Honae  aa  fi^ows : 

Sir,  if  it  be  now  in  order  to  advwt  to  the 
merits  of  this  clum,  I  wiU  take  the  liberty  to 
express  my  opinion  upon  them.  I  am  aware 
of  the  ungracious  office  I  have  to  perform  in 
oppoung  this  daim.  A  daim  identified  with 
the  name,  and  serrioes,  and  sufferings  of  James 
Honroe,  ^  calculated  to  draw  to  it  a  generous 
feeling,  and  to  inspire  a  confidence  in  its  merit 

In  1826,  a  portion  of  this  dwn,  together 
with  other  items,  was  pending  before  Congress, 
The  subject  elitnted  great  interest,  and  under- 
went a  thoronj^  investi^^on  by  uie  members 
o£  this  Hoase  at  that  tune.  I  tbra  had  the 
h(Hior  of  a  seat  here ;  it  became  my  duty  to  act 
upon  it,  and  I  bestowed  ^reat  attention  upon 
its  merits.  I  sat  down  to  an  raamination  with 
feelings  of  strong  predilection  in  its  favor.  I 
had  a  high  veneration,  and  boundless  regard. 
for  the  character  and  services  of  the  man.  I 
felt  an  earnest  desire  to  find  prooft  which 
would  anthniie  me  to  give  it  my  anf^ort.  I 
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Till  not  sa^  that  I  examined  it  impartially ;  for 
my  feellogs  strongly  preponderated  in  favor  of 
the  dumant  I  was  reoonoOed,  tiien,  to  an  al- 
lowance  of  a  portion  the  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars then  allowed  him ;  bat  snoh  was  the  result 
of  my  examination,  that  I  was  compelled  to  vote 
against  the  allowance  of  the  whole  amonnt. 

Previous  to  presenting  the  claim  toOoagress, 
Ur.  Uonroe  had  applied  to  the  proper  depart- 
ment for  its  allowance.  It  had  undergone  the 
examination .  and  decision  of  gentlemen  who 
were  then  in  the  Administration.  The  exami- 
nation by  the  department  took  place  at  a  period 
when  the  facts  and  the  circamstanoes  connected 
with  the  claim  were  fresh  in  the  recollection 
and  clearly  within  the  knowledge  of  those 
whose  dnty^  it  then  was  to  pass  upon  it  The^n- 
tiemen  of  the  department  who  tlien  audited 
and  liquidated  Kr.  llonroe's  claims,  were  his 
contemporaries  in  service,  and  were  hia  per- 
sonal and  political  friends.  Not  satisfied  with 
their  rejection  of  certain  items  for  extra  ex- 
penses, and  for  interest,  he  presented  thequestion 
to  Goncreas,  and  asked  that  those  items  might 
be  settled  by  that  body,  upon  principles  of  jus- 
tice and  equity.  After  a  lapse  of  more  tJian 
fifteen  years  from  the  -time  the  snlgect  was 
passed  upon  by  the  department,  Ck)Dgrees  was 
mdneed  to  pass  a  bill  allowing,  in  ad(Ution  to 
the  allowanoes  by  the  department,  the  sum  of 
twenty-nine  tiionaand  five  hundred  dollars, : 
which  was  then  deemed  and  considwed  by  tiie 
minority  of  Congress  who  voted  the  allowance, 
to  be  an  ample  and  liberal  liquidation  and  pay- 
ment of  all  that  was  due  to  Mr.  Monroe,  upon 
principles  of  law^  Justice,  and  eqnity ;  and  in- 
serted a  clause  m  the  bill,  declaratory  of  its 
being  in  fnll  of  all  his  claims  upon  the  Gk)ven]- 
ment.  It  seems  that  further  justice  and  equity 
■re  now  called  for.  If  the  bill  of  1826  was  a 
satisfaction  in  full  of  all  his  d^ms,  the  appro- 
priation to  be  made  by  the  present  bill,  if  it 
became  a  law,  must  be  a  donation,  and  not  a 
iumnent  The  Congress  <rf  1M6  became  the 
aibiters  between  Mr.  Monroe  and  the  Treasury 
Depwbnent.  Their  award  was  obligatory  npon 
the  Treasury  to  pay ;  and,  under  the  terms  of 
the  act,  the  acceptance  of  the  money  by  Mr. 
Ifonroe  cannot  hnt  be  considered  as  obli^tory 
npon  him.  Reciprocity  of  obli^tion  upon  the 
parties  must  be  irresistibly  implied. 

In  looking  into  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  last  seesion,  who  reported  tiie  bill  nnder  con- 
nderation,  it  will  be  seen  that  upwards  of 
twenty-four  thousand  dollars  now  reported  as 
being  dne  to  Mr.  Monroe,  and  incorporated  in 
the  bill,  consists  of  items  r^eoted  by  the  Coq- 
greas  of  1626.  Three  thousand  dollars  and  up- 
wards, of  this  latter  snm,  is  for  oontiiUKnt  ex- 
penses, allied  to  have  aoomed  in  England 
and  France  dnring*  his  mission  to  those  coun- 
tries. In  1826,'  when  his  claim  for  contingent 
expenses  was  bafore  the  committee,  they  allow- 
ed him  for  those  expenses  a  sum  eqnu  to  the 
average  allowed  to  otiier  Ministers  in  like  cases. 
Bub  ^ft^  toe  those  ex^muea  was  not  backed 
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by  vouchers,  but  exhibited  in  gross.  The 
charge  was  found  to  exceed  the  averse  allowed 
to  otber  Ministers  by  upwards  of  three  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  excess  was  therefore  njeoted  by 
that  committee.  The  balance  of  this  twenty- 
four  thousand  dollars  is  made  up  of  interest 
alleged  to  have  accrued  upon  his  diums  agtunst 
the  Government  previous  to  December,  1810, 
at  which  time  he  exhibited  his  accounts,  and 
settled  with  the  department  The  committee 
of  1826  rejected  this  interest,  on  the  ground  that 
its  allowance  would  be  contrary  to  the  usage  of 
the  Government  in  all  other  cases.  It  was  npon 
the  principle  that  no  laohet  were  imputable  to  the 
Gtovemment ;  that  it  was  always  ready  to  pay 
its  creditors  when  they  should  exhibit  their  ao* 
counts,  and  demand  payment  This  prinoipla 
is  in  consonance  witb  the  prindples  of  tiie 
common  law,  which  dedarea  that  an  unliqui- 
dated demand  shall  not  draw  interest^  thotwh 
the  creator  may  omit  to  make  his  demand  fat 
jeoTB,  This  role  prevails  both  In  law  and 
equity,  and  the  allowance  of  this  interest  would 
be  a  perversion  of  the  established  rule  of  each. 
Sir,  I  object  to  its  allowance  in  this  case,  for 
the  reason  that  it  would  be  a  manifestation  of 
fickleness  on  the  part  of  the  Government  It 
would  be  an  innovation  upon  its  fixed  and 
establidied  rules;  those  nues  to  which  the 
clt^ms  of  an  its  creditors  are  snlgeot  Adopt 
this  prineiple  in  your  settlements,  and  there  are 
claims  enough  of  this  description,  to  draw  fimn 
your  Treasury  nuuiy  millions  of  dolhus.  Give 
notice,  by  the  establishment  of  this  precedent, 
that  such  olums  are  allowable,  and  you  will  be 
overwhelmed  with  them.  Bappose  you  relax  the 
rule  in  this  particular  case  ouy,  what  will  the 
next  claimant  say  to  you  when  you  reject  his 
claim,  predicated  upon  the  identical  principle 
with  this?  Will  he  not  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand of  you  even-banded  justice  t  and  will 
he  not  have  just  grounds  for  murmur  and  com- 
plaint, if  you  try  his  claim  by  one  rule,  and  Mr. 
Monroe's  by  another? 

Sir,  it  is  oar  plide,  and  onrevOTydi^^s  boast, 
that  our  eitizens  all  eijjoy  equal  ng^ta  and  are 
all  entitled  to  equal  pnvilegeB.  What  room  for 
comment  upon  your  boastra  equality  would  not 
the  allowance  of  this  claim  afibrd  ? 

In  1386,  the  item  exhibited  for  services  and  . 
disbursements  amounted  to  ahout  eighteen 
thousand  dollars.  The  excess  then  claimed 
over  that  sum  was  exclusively  for  interest  ac- 
crued upon  it  The  principal  was  reduced  by 
deducting  from  it  the  three  thousand  dollars 
before  mentioned,  and  Mr.  Monroe  was  allowed, 
by  the  bill  passed  at  that  sesuon,  above  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  of  the  principal  of  his  alleged 
demand,  with  the  interest  on  the  same  from 
December,  1810,  up  to  the  passage  of  that  act; 
which  interest  amounted  to  more  than  fonrteoi 
thousand  dollars. 

Should  we  now  allow  the  twenty-four  thou- 
sand dollars  then  rejected,  we  should  pay  to  Ifr. 
Monroe  the  eighteen  thousand  dollars  of  prin- 
dpal  he  thtti  chdmed,  with  upwards  of  thir^- 
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five  tbooeand  dollars  interest  upon  the  same. 
No  such  claim  ever  was,  or  ever  should  be, 
allowed  by  this  Government.  Since  1826,  sev- 
eral additional  items  have  been  annexed  to 
those  then  olumed.  The  merits  of  these  items 
have  been  canvassed,  and  dearly  expluned  upon 
this  door,  by  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me 
in  opposition  to  this  bill.  I  will  not  say  that 
these  additional  items  have  since  been  hunted 
up,  as  an  apology  for  allowing  to  Mr.  Monroe 
a  snm  of  money ;  bat  I  will  say,  that  it  appears 
to  me  extreordiniuy  that  they  uionld  have  been 
omitted  when  the  claim  was  before  presented. 
I  have  ezamioed  them,  and  I  conour  with  the 
gentlemen  who  have  represented  their  ntter 
gronndleanieaB.  It  is  nnneoeasarr  to  repeat 
their  argnmenta,  and  I  will  not  detain  tiie  Bonse 
by  doing  bo. 

We  have  beard  it  alleged  in  this  debate  that 
the  people  of  this  coontiT'  desire  the  aUowanoe 
of  this  daim,  and  that,  should  its  decision  be 
sabmitted  to  them,  they  would  be  nearly  xman- 
imons  in  ita  favor.  Sir,  it  is  possible  that,  if 
it  ahoold  so  to  thorn  nnder  the  partial  represen- 
taticma  ofltB  Mends  in  this  Hons^  they  wonid 
declare  in  &nnr  of  its  jnstioe ;  but  shonld  the 
other  dde  <A  the  story  be  told  them — diould 
tii^  be  told,  as  is  the  &ot,  tiiat  Mr.  Monroe 
bad,  within  l^e  last  Qurtr-fbnr  Tears,  reouved 
the  snm  of  about  foar  handred  thonsand  doUarB 
for  his  services  and  expenses,  which  amounts 
to  an  allowance  of  over  thirty  dollars  a  day  fw 
all  that  time ;  that,  in  adcUtion  to  this  aUow- 
ance,  we  voted  him  money  enough  in  1826  to 
load  a  wagon  with  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and 
that  we  were  now  called  npon  to  give  him 
sufficient  to  load  two  other  wagons,  it  is  not  so 
clear  to  me  that  they  would  caJl  us  illiberal  or 
nngratefol  for  withholding  it 

rar,  a  peonniary  debt  to  an  individual  for  ser- 
vioce  rendered,  and  moneys  disbursed,  is  one 
thing;  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  his  patriotic  de- 
votion and  unyielding  fidelity  to  the  cause  of 
our  country,  is  another.  Gould  I  find,  amraigst 
the  proofe  exhibited,  the  evidence  of  a  pecu- 
niary indebtedness  to  Mr.  Monroe,  I  woi  Jd  be 
amongst  the  first  to  vote  its  payment.  That 
we  owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude,  I  most  cheer- 
folly  acknowledge;  and  when  a  proposition 
shall  be  made  to  grant  him  a  sum  of  money  as 
a  donation,  or  pension,  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
act  upon  it  How  I  should  act,  is  now  un- 
necessary to  say.  "Sofficient  for  the  day  is 
the  evil  thereof.'*  I  cannot  reoonoile  my  Judg- 
ment to  voting  a  donaUon,  nnder  color  of  par- 
ing off  a  pecuniary  demand. 

Mr.  Cbookxtt  remarked,  that  the  talking  of 

gentlemen  wonld  not  change  a  single  vote,  and 
e  therefore  demanded  the  prerions  question ; 
but  withdrew  the  demand  on  being  Informod 
of  its  effect 
Mr.  Haioions  renewed  the  demand. 
The  demand  was  not  sustained  by  the  House. 
Mr,  WiLUAus  then  called  fw  the  yeas  and 
ni»8  on  his  amendmrat 
Mr.  Hkmbk  replied  to  Qiose  gcntiemai  who 


had'  spoken  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the 
member  £rom  North  Oarolina,  and  referred  to 
the  statute  book  to  show  that  seventy-seven 
cases  had  be«>in  settled  on  the  principles  of  jus- 
tioe  and  equity,  since  the  eBtablishment  of  the 
present  Glovernment. 

After  a  short  explanation  by  Mr.  'WiixiAue, 
the  question  was  put  on  the  amendment  offered 
by  him  to  Mr.  Mekobb's  amendment,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  109,  nays  81. 

The  question  then  ocourrinff  on  the  amend- 
ment 01  Mr.  UiBCBE,  as  amended  the  amend- 
ment (rf  Mr.  WnxuuB, 

Mr.  HEXPaiu.  inqidred  if  it  wonld  be  in 
order  for  him  to  oSex  an  amendment,  to  snp^ 
sede  that  now  before  the  House. 

The  Spbakbb  said  it  would  not  be  in  order ; 
but  if  the  House  refused  to  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment now  under  consideration,  the  gentleman 
would  then  have  an  opportunity  to  offer  bis  prop- 
osition. 

Mr.  HxifPBiLi.  desired  that  the  amendment 
he  held  ^ould  be  read,  and  it  was  read  1^  the 

Clerk,  as  follows : 

"  Whereas  James  Monroe  baa  repeatedly  memo- 
rialized Congress,  concemiDg  certain  clunis :  and 
irhereas  aereral  oommitfees  of  the  Hoose  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  reported  favorably  thereon:  and 
whereas,  from  the  lapse  of  ^e,  and  other  causes, 
an  accurate  oi^on  cannot  be  formed  as  to  the 
amount,  leaving  a  compromise  as  the  only  alterna- 
tive :  therefore, 

"  Bt  it  enaded,  Ac,  That,  for  public  services, 
losaes,  and  sacrifices,  the  sum  of  thirty-six  thousand 
dollars  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  to  James 
Monroe,  immediately  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasnrr  not  otherwise 
appropikted ;  vUoh  shall  be  in  fbll  of  all  demands 
of  the  said  James  Monroe  for  his  claima  as  afore* 
said." 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  tiien  ordered  on 
agreeing  to  1£t.  Meroer^b  amendment  as 
amended;  and, 

The  question  being  finally  put  thereon,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative, — yeas  88,  nays  93. 

So  the  amendment  as  amended  was  r^ected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  ordering  the 
orinnal  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  this  question  Mr.  Hatnks  demanded  tQB 
previous  question ;  pending  which  demand, 

Mr.  MoOoT  moved  an  aqjoomment ;  wUcb 
prevsiled. 

WKoirasDAT,  February  2. 
8aUi^>rinff»  in  HUnoU. 

Mr.  Ibvot,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Oommittee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  reported  a  hill  iot  the  sale  ot 
lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  reserved  for  the 
use  of  the  salt  springs  on  Vermillion  mver,  in 
that  State ;  which  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  I.  moved  that  it  be  made  the  specual 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next;  but  the 
motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  L  then  moved  the  third  reading  of  the 
bUL 
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Mr.  HoCoT  said  that  the  practioe  of  the 
HoQse  was  not  what  it  oogfat  to  be.  He  was 
tired  of  hearing  the  many  motions  auhmitted  to 
make  bills  the  special  order  of  the  day — ^thos 
nring  <nie  aal^jeot  a  preference  over  others. 
He  moved  the  oonunitment  of  die  1^1. 

Kr.  Ibtin,  of  Ohio,  explained  the  oljeot  of 
the  bill.  It  provided  for  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  in  Illinois,  reserved  for  the  nse  of  salt 
springs.  The  sales  of  similar  lands  had  taken 
place  in  Ohio  and  other  States,  for  the  nse  of 
those  States;  and  he  conld  see  no  good  reason 
why  the  same  course  should  not  be  pnrsned  to- 
w^ds  Illinois. 

ICr.  DuNOAj?  hoped  that  the  gentleman  ftom 
yii|;inia  (Mr.  MoCot)  would  not  urge  his  mo- 
tion to  refer  the  bill  to  a  committee,  as  soch  a 
disposition  of  it  would  be  equivalent  to  its  re- 
jection. The  bill  bad  been  reported  in  oon- 
sDnnity  witii  a  memorial  from  tne  Legislature 
of  the  State,  and  he  understood  that  the  pro- 
oeeds  of  the  sale  were  to  be  applied  to  objects  of 
internal  improvement  in  the  State,  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash 
Biver.  This  subject  had  l>een  several  times  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  where 
it  had  met  with  some  ojiposition;  but  tliat 
committee  was  now  unanimously  in  favor  of 
the  hill  just  reported,  and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  now  pass  it  without  farther  delay. 

Mr.  MoCoT  having  withdrawn  his  motion, 
the  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to*morrow. 

Jame$  Monroe. 

The  House  took  up  the  bUl  fo^the  relief  of 
James  Monroe — the  question  bein^  on  ordering 
it  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Haynrs,  at  the  time  of  a^oumment, 
yesterday,  had  demanded  the  previous  question ; 
bat  Uie  House  thia  day  reftued  to  Boataiu  the 
dsniand. 

Ur.  HBMPHnx  moved  the  amendment  wUoh 
was  yesterday  read  at  bis  request,  viz : 

**  Strike  oat  of  the  bill  all  after  the  word  *  That,* 
■ndtosert'" 

.  **7or  pobHc  Mrrioes,  loasM,  and  SMrifioes,  the 
nun  of  thirtf-flix  tbousaod  dollars  fa.  hereby  amro- 
]HUted,  to  bis  paid  to  jRmes  Monroe,  immediately 
after  tbe  passing  of  this  act,  out  of  any  mmiey  in 
the  Treasor;  not  othenrise  appropriated;  which 
shall  be  in  full  of  all  demands  of  the  said  James 
Monroe  for  his  claims  aforesaid." 

Mr.  Hbmfhill  declined  entering  into  any  ar- 
gument in  fovor  of  his  amendment.  Varions 
sums  had  been  snggested  as  proper  to  be  appro- 
priated ;  he  had  fixed,  after  some  attention  to 
the  matter,  on  that  proposed  in  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Hatnbs  said  th^t,  if  for  no  other  reason, 
he  should  oppose  tbe  amendment,  because  the 
«Um  aeemed  to  be  pot  up  to  the  highest  bidder. 
He  bad  givai  the  anl^eet  some  attention^  and 
waa  oonTOieed  there  was  not  a  dollar  due  Mr. 
Ifonroe. 

Mr.  Ohiltov  sidd  he  would  make  one  more 
attempt  to  get  rid  of  the  subject,  and  with  that 
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view  he  moved  to  lay  the  bUl  and  amendrnMUt 
on  the  table.  Negatived — ^yeas  84^  nays  111. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  HupHiLL, 

Mr.  TuoKCB  opposed  tbe  amwdmoit.  He 
bad  examined  the  matter  with  oonriderable  at- 
tention, and  oould  not  discover  that  Mr.  Monroe 
had  any  claim  upon  the  Govermnent.  He 
viewed  Ibe  whole  concern  in  the  light  of  a 
donation. 

Mr.  Olaiboekx  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  amendment,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Williams  referred  to  the  concluding 
clause  of  the  amendment,  and  asked  if  it  would 
be  of  any  av^l.  The  act  formerly  passed  for 
the  relief     James  Monroe  contuned  a  similar 

S revision,  but  it  had  not  prevented  tbe  intro- 
uction  <tf  the  present  bill. 
Mr.  pATTON  said  be  did  not  like  the  form  ot 
the  amendment,  yet,  as  be  was  diqioeed  to  go 
for  the  snbstance  he  riioold  not  ta&e  exoepttoa 
to  forms.   He  would  move,  however,  to  strike 
out  $86,000,  and  insert  $62,000,  as  the  proper 
sum  to  be  allowed  to  qmet  Mr.  Monroe's  claim. 
This  motion  was  promptly  n^atived. 
The  qnestion  was  then  put  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  HiMPmLL,  and  determined  in  the  n^;*- 
tive— yeas  98,  nays  99. 

Mr.  Hevfhux  then  renewed  bis  amendment, 
reducing  the  sum  to  be  appropriated  to  $80,000. 

Mr.  HA.TNBB  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion ;  but  tiie  Hoose  refused  to  sosbdn  the  de- 
mand. 

JSx.  Eluwobth  submitted  an  amendmut; 
bnt  the  Speaker  declared  it  to  be  oat  of  ordw, 
tbe  House  having  yesterday  rejected  a  rimilar 
amendment. 

Mr.  POTTXB  submitted  tbe  following  amend- 
ment, to  oome  in  after  tiie  word  **sacnfice8: " 

**In  addition  to  the  sum  of  fotir  hundred  then* 
sand  doUan,  heretofore  paid  to  said  James  Monroe, 
in  the  same  eondderawo." 

Mr.  Oabson  was  very  sorry  to  differ  firom 
his  colleague ;  heoonldbaTewtahedtheamaid- 
ment  had  not  been  oflbrad;  but,  if  it  prfr- 
vuled,  it  conld  do  no  harm  to  Mr.  Monroe.  He 
tboi  eommaited  upon  what  fbll  from  tbe  gOH 
deman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Akokl,)  yester- 
day. 

.Mr.  ANOiLezidadDed,  andvittdicatedbimBetf. 
Mr.  BuGHAKAN  remarked  npon  the  short  time 
that  was  left,  before  the  i^oseof  the  session,  to 
attend  to  the  publio  business.  He  h(^)ed  the 
clum  would  be  decided  on  to-day.  Mr.  B.  siud 
that,  before  he  resumed  his  seat,  he  would  t^e 
thiB  occa^on  to  remark,  that,  after  the  present 
generation  had  been  gathered  to  their  fathers, 
and  when  the  men  of  other  times  came  to  re- 
view the  proceedings  of  this  day,  it  would  be  a 
stdn  upon  the  character  tbe  natitm,  if  we 
should  suffer  theiUnstriottsindi^dnal  who  pre- 
ferred this  daim  to  go  to  his  grave  without  its 
adjostinent.  Such  conduct  towards  an  individ- 
ual, m>w  in  povOTty  and  old  ue,  who  bad 
rendered  most  importantaervioes,  both  in  peace 
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and  in  war,  to  his  conntry,  wonld  be  blazoned 
to  the  world  by  the  enemies  of  onr  f^ee  institn- 
tiona,  as  another  proof  of  the  ingratitude  of  re- 
publics. 

Mr.  Pole  said  he  wonld  be  the  last  man  to 
inflict  a  stain  on  the  country.  He  entered  into 
en  argument  to  show  that  the  individual  re- 
ferred to  had  Qo  claim  on  the  nation.  He  re- 
marked upon  the  character  of  the  debate — some- 
times genUwnen  in  favor  of  the  bill  aligned  as 
if  there  vas  a  clum,  at  other  times  they  ap- 
pealed to  the  feelings  of  members.  Some  gen- 
tlemen thon^t  there  was  a  claim  upon  Con- 
gress—othera  viewed  the  matter  in  the  light  of 
a  gn^uity.  If  he  believed  there  was  any  thing- 
due  Mr.  MonroflL  he  would  provide  for  bis  pay- 
ment; but  he  did  not  beheve  there  was  one 
dollar  due  him. 

Mr.  Mebobs  stated,  in  reference  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  &om 
Korth  Oarolina,  on  his  own  authority,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  House,  that  Mr.  Monroe  had 
not  reoeived  400^000  dollan  from  the  Govern- 
ment for  hfa  sraricee. 

lb.  Thohpsok  (tf  Georgia,  o(»tridend  it  a 
solemn  dnty  on  bis  put  to  oppose  the  claim, 
and  he  should  be  compelled  to  vote  agidnst  it. 

Kr.  PoTTSB  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
^nia  wonld  excuse  him  if  he  thought  that  gen- 
tleman was  not  altogether  accurate  on  the  mb- 
ject.  He  (Mr.  P.)  bad  taken  some  puns  to 
examine  into  it,  and  was  satisfied  that  the  sum 
named  in  his  amendment  was  not  far  from  the 
troth.  He  remarked 'Upon  what  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  on  the 
score  of  ingratitude,  and  expressed  his  OT)imon 
that  any  man  who  had  filled  the  Freudentaal 
oh^,  and  had  been  oommander-in-ohief  of  the 
army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  had  been 
fully  compensated  for  all  hia  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Wathe  was  of  o|»mon  tiiat  thwe  was  a 
large  sum  doeto  lb.  Mrairoe,  and  that  it  should 
be  paid. 

Mr.  DoBSBT  opposed  the  claim,  in  a  speech  of 
some  length ;  in  the  course  of  which  he  exam- 
ined the  grounds  upon  which  the  claim  was 
fomided,  and  replied  to  gentlemen  who  had 
spoken  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Mbbobb  made  an  energetic  reply,  and 
zwelled  some  of  the  assertions  made  by  Mr.  I>. 

Mr.  DoBSET  re]<^ed  with  eqnal  varmth. 

lb.  Poix  replied  to  some  of  tiie  remarks  of 
Mr.  MjraoBB. 

Mr.  Mbboxb  animadverted  warrnly  on  what 
had  falloQ  from  the  geotieman  from  Maryland, 
Qb.  D.)  He  also  replied  to  the  remarks  o£  Mr. 
Pole. 

Mr.  PoTTBS  modified  hia  amendment  by  in- 
sating  864,000  dollars,  instead  of  400,000. 

The  question  being  then  pnt  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  PoniB,  it  was  negatired,  by  a 
large  majority. 

Mr.  Bbnoheb  then  submitted  the  following 
proviso,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  amend- 
ment ixSend.  by  Mr.  Hupanx;  and  stated 
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that,  if  it  was  adc^ted,  he  should  vote  for  the 
amendment: 

"Provided,  Tfae  accountiog  officer  of  .the  Treas- 
niy  Department  shall,  upon  an  examination  of  hia 
aoconnts,  believe  so  much  Is  due  him  apoa  prind^ 
plea  of  ^nlty  and  Justice.*' 

On  motion  of  lb.  Eixswobth,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered  on  the  amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  Hehphhx,  to  save  the  time  of  the  Honse^ 
would  accept  of  the  amendment  as  a  modifioa- 
tion  of  his  own  motion. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Georgia,  moved  an  a^jonnir 
ment;  the  motion  was  negatived— 67  to  00. 

The  question  rectirring  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Ebmphill,  as  modified, 

Mr.  Hoffuan  moved  the  previous  question ; 
the  effect  of  which  would  have  been  to  take 
the  question  on  engrosdng  the  original  bill. 
The  Honse  r^tased  to  snstam  the  deinand. 

Mr.  Wnxuus  then  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Eaynbs  moved  that  the  Hooae  do  nor 
adjourn;  which  motion  was  negatived— yeas 
81,  nays  102. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Hkicphhx,  as  modified,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  106,  nays  88. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  engrosa- 
ment  of  the  bill,  as  amended,  for  a  third  read- 
ing, and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the 
qnestion. 

Thubbdat,  February  8. 
IhityonSaU. 
Mr.  MAixtsT,  from  the  Committee  on  ICinii* 
factnres,  reported  the  fdlowing  bill : 

it  tnaOdd,        That  so  mndi  of  an  act 

entitled  '  An  act  to  reduce  the  duty  on  salt,*  ap- 
proved May  29,  1880,  as  will  take  effect  on  and 
after  the  81st  of  December  next,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  repealed ;  and  that  the  duty  on  salt  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  be  and  zemaiu  at 
fifteen  cents  per  busheL** 

A  ver^  long  report  accompanied  tiie  bilL 
The  bill  having  been  read  the  first  time,  lb. 
Lamas  moved  its  rejection. 

lb.  TuoKxa  oli}ected  to  the  seomd  reading 
of  the  bill,  and  hoped  it  wonld  be  r^eoted.  He 
regretted  that  it  had  been'  Introduced.  Iha 
tax  on  salt  was  complained  of,  and  justiy  com-  ■ 
pluned  o^  by  the  greater  part  d  the  American 
people ;  it  was  a  tax  that  operated  with  great 
severity  on  the  poor.  The  tax  was  laid  fax 
war  purposes,  and  should  not  be  continued  fai 
a  state  of  peace.  An  act  to  repeal  the  tax 
passed  at  the  last  session,  after  full  ^isctusicHO, 
and  it  was  but  just  that  tiie  repeal  should  t^e 
place.  We  have  a  bill  on  the  tables  oS  the 
House,  relative  to  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on 
sugar ;  was  this  bill  intended  to  have  any  effect 
upon  that  measure  t  Mr.  T.  hoped  that  evwy 
gentieman  on  the  floor,  who  desired  the  pros- 
perity of  his  country,  would  promptly  vote  for 
the  K^ectton  of  the  Ull  reported  frontha  Oooo- 
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mittee  on  Mannfaotarea.  Mr.  T.  defended  the 
vote  he  gave  the  other  daj  against  the  rejec- 
tion of  a  bill  I  he  did  it  with  a  view  to  allow 
an  opportnnity  for  discussion. 

Ifr.  Mallabt  said,  there  was  nothing  nnnsnal 
ia  reporting  the  bill  now  before  the  House. 
The  Committee  onMano&otareahadoonsidered 
^enlfjeet;  it  was  an  interesting  one;  and  they 
bad  reej  rally  given  their  views  npim  it  In  the 
report  Thieh  aoeompanied  the  biU.  If  the  gen- 
tleman who  had  just  taken  Us  seat,  feit  Irrita- 
ted at  the  course  pnrsaed  by  the  cCHnmittee,  he 
oonld  not  hdp  it ;  he  claimed  the  right  to  pre- 
sent his  views  to  the  Honse,  and  so  did  the  com- 
mittee.  He  was  not  disposed  to  go  into  an  ar- 
gnment  upon  the  subject  at  this  time;  heediould 
prttSar  that  the  bill  shonld  lie  on  the  table,  and 
the  r^>ort  be  printed,  bo  that  geDtlemen  might 
have  time  to  reflect  upon  and  understand  the 
question  for  themselves.  He  was  de^rons  that 
tiie  bill  should  take  the  nsaal  course — be  read 
ft  second  time  and  committed.  He  assured  the 
MtiMrnn  from  South  Carolina  that  he  had  no 
MS*  that  tUs  measore  should  have  any  effect 
on  the  sogar  bill;  nor  would  the  e£feot  of  its 
passage  m  to  operate  opon  the  poor— It  was 
rather  intended  to  relieve  the  poor.  The  gen- 
tleman had  said  that  the  object  of  his  vote  tite 
otiier  day  was  to  admit  of  dlsoussion — ^hls  otgeot 
now  was  to  prevent  it,  by  strangling  tiie  bill. 
If  the  House  ckoae  to  rdect  the  bill,  he  had 
nothing  to  say  ag^nst  it,  but,  before  doing  so, 
he  should  be  pleued  to  nave  the  views  of  the 
Committee  on  Hanufisctares  read. 

ICr.  Spkight  said  he  had  been  unprepared  for 
the  introductiou  of  a  measure  of  the  nature  of 
that  now  before  the  House.  There  had  been  a 
flill  disous^ott  on  the  subject  at  tiie  last  session, 
and  the  Houaa,  by  a  considerable  minority,  had 
passed  a  bill  to  repeal  the  tax  <m  alt,  now  pro- 
posed to  be  oontinoed.  In  the  debiUe  on  that 
oooadmi,  it  was  declared  to  be  one  of  the  most 
grievous  and  oppressive  taxes  to  which  any 
people  were  subjected.  Neither  the  poor  nor 
the  rich,  sud  Mr.  P.,  should  be  burthened  with 
a  tax  on  an  article  that  entered  into  the  neces- 
sary consumption  of  every  family.  Pass  this 
bilL  and  what  would  gentiemen  have  to  tell 
their  oonstituents  when  they  went  home,  this 
measure  following  directly  upon  the  act  of  the 
lart  se^on? 

Ur.  S.  then  spoke  of  the  effects  which  the 
measore  would  uve  upon  the  pec^  of  the 
Sooth,  and  said  he  warned  gmtiemen  to  be 
cai^Mia  in  th^r  repeated  attempts  to  keep  them 
down.  He  denounced  the  vengeance  of  the 
Sooth  on  the  majority  of  this  House,  if  they 
perdsted  in  a  coarse  of  measures  like  those 
pursued  for  some  ^ears  past.  Last  year,  be 
sud,  the  lords  proprietaries  of  the  United  States 
had  been  petitioned  to  reduce  the  duties  on  salt, 
and  their  prayer  was  granted.  Now  it  was 
proposed  to  rratore  the  duties.  Would  not  such 
legislation  create  excitement}  Tes,  sud  Mr. 
S.,  sndi  a  system  of  robbery  and  ptundw  will 
oreate  excitement.  Was  the  Soath  to  have  no 
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redress  of  grievances?  And  when  she  had 
thrown  herself  on  the  libendity  of  her  sover> 
eigns,  and  obtained  some  partiid  relief,  was  ^e 
to  be  agun  subjected  to  the  same  burthens? 
The  day  was  coming  when  the  South  would  be 
heard,  'The  oppressive  measures  under  whidi 
she  labored  most  be  repealed — it  will  be  done — 
and  shall  be  done.  The  Sooth  was  on  the  eve 
of  a  rebellion.  Tes,  rir,  the  day  is  &st  w- 
I«oa(diing,  when  the  people  of  the  South  wm 
rise  in  their  nu^esty,  and  stalk  the  avenues 
this  House,  and  take  vengeance  on  th^  op- 
pressors. Yes,  sir,  audi  feartiiisQovenunent^ 
under  which  they  claim  tiie  right  to  tax  na^ 
will  be  made  "to  re^  to  and  fro  Ukeadmnken 
man."   Sir,  I  am  done. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  address 
the  House ;  but  gave  way  to 

M.  TvcKKB,  who  said  tiiat,  when  the  bill 
should  receive  its  second  reading,  he  ^ould 
move  an  amendment  to  provide  for  the  repeal 
of  the  duties  on  salt  in  tiko.  He  felt  sorry  that 
the  gentleman  from  North  Oandlna  had  ex- 
pressed hfanself  as  he  had  dcme.  It  was  his 
(Mr.  T.'s)  wish  to  pot  down  excitement  Every 
section  of  this  eoantry  was  caressed  tins 
odious  tax,  except  the  persons  engaged  m  the 
manufacture  of  the  article.  There  was  an 
aristocracy  in  this  House — they  bad  power,  and 
they  exercised  it  to  oppress.  Jhey  were  led  mto 
error  themselves,  and  they  deluded  the  people. 
The  ye(»nanry  of  the  country  never  had  been 
represented  on  this  floor.  The  olfject  of  the  tax 
on  salt  was  to  take  from  the  pockets  of  the  poor, 
and  give  to  the  rich;  to  make  the  poor  poorer, 
and  the  rich  richer.  He  implored  gentlemen,  for 
the  good  of  their  oonstituents,  for  the  good  of  the 
country,  to  take  anoh  steps  as  would  pat  an  end 
to  excitement,  by  endeavoring  to  do  justiee  to 
all.  For  himsdi^  he  cared  no  more  for  «ie  seo- 
tion  of  the  counts^  than  for  another ;  his  object 
was  to  do  Justice  to  all.  The  people  were  op- 
pressed, and,  in  a  measure,  slaves ;  the  17ni<Hi 
was  in  dai^r  of  being  rent  asunder,  and  he 
feared  the  day  was  not  far  distant  Heaven 
avert  it  I  Should  this  be  the  result,  however,  of 
the  measures  of  the  minority,  they  would  not  only 
have  to  answer  before  the  people,  but  before 
their  God.  He  was  determined  that  no  act  of 
his  should  bring  about  such  a  state  of  things. 
Referring  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Mjjulbt,  he 
said  it  was  to  him  matter  of  astonishment  now 
a  high  duty  on  any  article  could  make  me  ar- 
ticle cheaper ;  as  well  might  it  be  said  that  a 
coal  black  piece  of  paper  was  as  white  as  snow. 
It  was  a  ocmtra^otion  in  terms,  &o. 

Mr.  Thohpsov,  of  Georgia,  next  rose,  not,  he 
said,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  merito  of 
the  proposition  reported  by  the  Oommittte  on 
Manufiwitores,  but  to  beg  of  gentlemen  who  are 
in  &vor  of  what  is  called  a  protecting  tariff,  to 
pause  before  they  proceed  too  far  with  it  We 
of  the  South,  said  Mr.  T.,  have  been  somewhat 
amosed  by  tne  prospect  of  relief  from  the  bur- 
dens he^^  upon  us  by  the  nudorit^  in  Con- 
gress by  a  rep<«l  or  reduction  of  the  datiee,  and 
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the  Kscitffinent  on  ^st  tuMxnmt  has  alwi^  been 
repreased  by  the  hope  of  it.  .Bat  when  we  get 
up  and  teil  tiie  Bonse  that  we  are  oppretaedf 

and  that  we  most  have  relief  from  this  oppres- 
idon,  and  see  how  ear  remonsbranoes  are  met 
by  those  who  are  trying  to  oppress  ns* still  far- 
ther, do  gentlemen  suppose  that  we  can  sabmit 
to  this  ?  What  is  the  o^ect  of  genUemen !  Is 
it  their  intention  to  goad  us  on  to  eztremitiea ! 
Recurring  to  Uie  histoTy  of  the  last  session,  Mr. 
T.  siud  that  it  was  then  solemnly  decided^  after 
debate,  that  the  duty  on  salt  was  oppressive  to 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  a  law  was 
therdbre  passed  to  redooe  it.  And  what,  he 
asked,  was  now  propowd  I  After  tiiie  ^sena- 
tfon,  and  the  oonelnBiTe  express!  on  of  the 
(»)iiuon  of  the  Honae  that  tLe  dn^  waa  too 
Hgh,  and  onght  to  be  rednoed,  for  what  pnr- 
pose  could  it  now  be  proposed  to  reinstate 
that  duty  f  The  Ohainnan  of  the  Oommlttee 
on  Manufactures  (for  whom  Hr.  T.  said  he  felt 
great  respect)  had  sMd  that  he  had  no  objection 
uiat  the  bill  should  lie  on  the  table,  that  mem- 
bers might  have  time  to  reflect  upon  the  sub- 
ject In  the  best  feelings  of  his  heart  towards 
the  House  and  towards  that  gentleman,  Mr.  X. 
begged  of  those  who  ffiTOred  this  project  to 
panse.  For,  he  repeated— and  he  hoped  that 
be  ahonld  not  be  considered  as  making  a  vain 
boast  or  threat  when  besiddit— tbattbape^e 
oonld  not  aabmit  to  this  manner  ol  legwatScai. 
If  it  be  persisted  in,  sud  he,  we  shall  be  driven 
to  the  necessity  of  resistance.  In  disouasions 
on  this  subject,  when  I  have  stated  the  effect  of 
the  existing  duties  upon  the  people  of  the  South, 
I  have  been  told  by  the  frifinds  of  the  proteo- 
tive  system  that  I  did  not  understand  the 
Bubjeot;  that  the  experience  of  fire  or  six 
years  would  convince  me  that  our  Eastern 
brethren  were  oor  best  friends.  I  am  sure,  sir, 
that  no  gentleman  in  this  House  has  erer  re- 
sorted to  this  argoment  to  blind  me  whilst  he 
was  robUng  my  pockets;  bat,  air,  I  do  feel  Uiat 
I  am  inaoltod  when  an  effort  is  made  to  take 
ftom  my  pooket  my  hard  earaina  for  no  ne- 
oeasi^  of  the  Government,  and  for  no  public 
benefit  Again  I  beg  gentlemen,  I  appeal  to 
them  as  individuala  and  as  representatives  of 
the  American  people,  to  panse  before  they  go 
further.  I  repeat,  that  in  the  South  we  have 
looked  to  a  deliverance  from  the  oppression 
under  which  we  labor,  and  we  have  considered 
Ha  reduction  of  the  duties  on  salt  and  some 
other  articles  as  pledges  that  we  shall  not  be 
.disfwpointed.  A  oonndent  belief  that  the  duties 
would  be  repealed,  has  induced  the  people  of 
the  South,  a  laj^  m^ority  of  them,  so  far  to 
submit  to  their  oppressive  <^>eration.  Pass 
this  bill,  and  I  apprehend  tbey  will  no  longer 
forbear  renatiog.  Mr.  T.  oonefuded,  by  sfmng 
that,  if  the  ftiends  of  this  Ull  per^ated  in 
brining  it  before  the  Hoate,  he  uoold  more 
to  amend  it  so  as  to  propose  a  total  repeal  of 
the  duty  on  salt 

Mr.  Lamab  then  withdraw  his  motiai  to 
r^eotthe  bUL 


[FXBBQW,  188L 

Mr.  Ghilton  renewed  it.  He  add  Oiat,  be* 
lieving,  with  great  defermoe  to  the  committee^ 
that  t£ls  bill,  If  passed,  would  fbrther  oppress 
the  peopl^  not  imly  of  the  Bonth,  but  of  every 
other  portion  of  the  oonntry — and  i^preheodve 
that  it  woold  lead  to  an  unnecessary  and  irrita- 
ting debate,  and,  it  mi^t  be,  to  a  decision  of 
the  question  by  wager  of  battle,  (judging  by 
the  excitement  of  debate  yesterday,)  to  get 
rid  of  these  disensdons,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  move  the  previous  question. 

A  call  of  the  House  was  then  moved  by  Mr. 
WiLDX,  and  ordered.  One  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  members  answered  to  their  names. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Yanoi,  ftarther  ]vooeedingB 
in  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  IfoORHKT  asked  if  a  motion  to  laj  tlie 
bill  on  the  table  wonld  now  be  in  (vder. 

The  Spacer  replied  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  llie  demand  of 
Mr.  OmLTON  for  the  previous  qnestion;  but 
the  House  refused  to  sostain  it 

Mr.  MoObkebt  stated  that  he  was  one  of 
those  who  had  opposed  the  reduction  of  Uie 
duty  on  Ealt ;  but  be  saw  no  use  in  a^tating 
the  question  of  restoring  the  duty  at  this  time. 
He  would,  tberefore,  move  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table.  (The  motion,  however,  was  dedared 
not  to  be  in  order  under  the  pending  qoesticoi.) 

[Here  the  boor  allotted  for  num^ng  budneea 
expired.] 

Jamet  Motvroe, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe,  aa 
yesterday  amended,  agun  coming  up,  and  the 
question  being  on  oraering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  qaestion  was  put  on  ordering  the  bUl  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative  as  follows— yeas  lOfi,  naysiKS. 

The  bill  was  tlilbn  ordered  to  be  read  a  tldrd 
time  to-day. 


Fbidat,  Febroary  4. 
Jamm  Jfrnras. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jamea  Mmroe  waa 
read  the  third  time;  and  the  question  bdo^^ 
"Shall  it  pass i" 

Mr.  OaiLTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  questicoi,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the 
House.  Braig  taken,  they  «tood— yeaa  104^ 
nays  88. 
So  the  bill  waa  passed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MAsmr,  the  titie  of  the 
bill  was  amended  to  read  as  follows :  "A  bill 
to  provide  for  the  final  settieinent  and  a^ust- 
ment  of  the  various  clMms  prefinred  by  Jamee 
Monroe  agunst  the  United  States^" 

The  billfitHn  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Smith,  administrator  ci  John  Taylor,  d«- 
oeased,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  paaBeo. 

Mrt.  Suaan  Decatur. 
Mr.  MoDurm  submitted  a  motion  that  the 
Boose  do  now  take  up  the  Ull  to  compensate 


Mrt.  Suam  Ltoattar. 
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Susan  Deoatnr,  widow  and  legal  reprasentatire 
of  Oaptain  Stephen  Decatur,  deoeased,  et  al. 

Mr.  WiujAMB  oalled  for  the  yean  and  nays 
<m  dto  qaeation  of  consideration.  Iliej  were 
ordmd  by  the  Hoose,  and,  b^ng  taken,  stood 
—yeas  85^  naya  100. 


Satuboxt,  Febniary  S. 

Jvdge  PeeVt  Trial 

llr.  Vaxwsll,  of  Vvw  Toric,  from  the  Com- 
ndttee  on  Aocoimts,  made  a  report  cm  the  me- 
mOTial  of  the  witnesses  in  the  ease  of  Jndge 
IMk,  attending  here  dariog  the  last  session, 
wcMnpanied  by  the  f<irik)wtag  rescdation : 

**S«aolm^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Honaa  be 
aothorixed  to  pa;  to  the  iritnesBes  who  attended 
before  the  Committee  on  the  Jnclldary  in  the  case 
of  Jodge  Feck,  at  the  last  sesrion,  the  same  com- 
pensoUon  for  their  attendaoce  aod  mileage,  r«speo- 
tivdy,  as  has  been  allowed  to  the  witnesses  who 
lia*e  attended  the  trial  of  the  impea^mant  at  the 
pnaent  aeadon,  ded acting  therefrom  the  anonnt 
allowed  to  them  at  the  laat  session." 

The  resdntion  was  agreed  to. 

7%t  Salt  Dtfty. 

The  House  resnmed  the  oodsideratlon  of  the 
ton  to  restore  the  dnty  <m  iinp<»>ted  salt— tlie 
qneation  bung  on  the  njeotion  of  the  biU — 

ICr.  Sdthxkland  said  that  one  or  two  of  Iub 
ooHeagoes  had,  in  the  course  of  the  debate  npon 
this  bill,  movcH  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the 
table;  aod  having  observed  that  the  Speaker 
rofased  the  motion,  deolaring  it  to  be  out  of 
order,  pending  an  objection  to  the  second  read- 
ing, he  took  leave  to  say  that  he  respectftilly 
appr^ended  that,  from  the  recorded  aecisions 
of  the  House,  the  motion  ought  to  be  enter- 
tiuned  by  tiie  CSiair.  He,  therefore,  with  a 
view  of  meeting  thia  qneation  oi  order,  moved 
that  the  biU  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Thb  Spuzib  proaonnoed  this  motion  not  to 
be  In  order ; 

Ur.  6DTBZBLAin>  appealed  f^m  this  decision. 
In  support  of  his  course,  Hr.  S.  observed,  that 
be  meant  no  disre^>eot  to  tbe  Ohair,  bnt  that 
he  was  dedroos  of  knowing  whether  the  de- 
cisions made  Qpoa  motions  last  year,  which 
were  parallel  with  the  present  motion,  were  to 
be  overruled  by  the  Chair.  If  they  were  to  ,be 
set  aside,  he  was  anxious  that  the  House  should 
have  notice  of  the  faot^  and,  at  the  opening  of 
the  next  session  of  Oongress,  we  might  have 
the  point  stated  at  the  back  of  the  joornals, 
where  all  matters  of  order  are  recorded.  For 
if  the  subject  was  not  disturbed  in  the  way  he 
invested,  and  some  opinion  obtidaed  from  the 
Ohair,  the  practice  of  the  first  session  of  this 
Oongress  would  appear  from  the  journals  to 
oontradid;  that  of  the  second  session.  Mr.  S. 
tlien  proceeded  to  show  that  it  had  t>een  de- 
ified by  the  Speaker,  during  the  last  year,  that 
the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table  took  precedenoe 
of  the  qneation  " SfaaU  the  bill  ber^eotedV 
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and  cited  two  or  three  parallel  cases  from  the 
joumala  of  the  last  session,  which  he  read  and 
commented  on  to  show  their  simijarity  to  the 
present  case.   ITheD  Mr.  S.  had  concluded, 

The  Spkakke,  aiter  admitting  that  the  pres- 
ent decision  of  the  Ohur  was  at  variance  with 
the  decisions  of  the  last  session,  which  had 
boen  cited,  proceeded  to  explain  to  the  Honse 
his  reasons  for  the  change.  It  was,  he  said, 
after  mature  reflection  on  the  former  practice, 
and  after  much  ofHunoltation  with  those  better 
qualified  than  himself  to  form  a  oorrect  judg- 
ment on  the  qaeetion,  that  be  had  oome  to  the 
oondniion  that  the  former  decisions  were  er- 
roneons ;  and,  being  so  oonvinoed,  his  duty  to 
the  h{|^  and  reaponrible  trost  reposed  in  him 
by  the  Honse,  md  not  permit  any  ftar  of  iq>- 
parent  inconsistency  to  prevent  his  following 
the  dictates  of  his  better  judgment.  The  hon- 
orable Speaker  then  went  into  an  examination 
and  exposition  of  the  roles  of  order  and  the 
nature  of  the  questions  before  the  House,  to 
show  why  the  former  practice  was  erroneoas, 
fmd  the  present  deoidcm  compatible  with  the 
spirit  of  the  rules,  with'  tluAr  true  applioi^mi 
to  the  qneation,  and  witii  the  reason  d  the 
case. 

Mr.  SirruKULAKD  observed,  a  greater  man 

than  either  of  ns  on  partiamentary  praotioe^ 
[meaning,  it  is  presnmeo,  Mr.  Hatseli,]  has  stud, 
"  it  is  much  more  material  that  there  should  ho 
a  role  to  go  by,  than  what  that  role  is ; "  and  I 
think  upon  that  ground  alone  the  old  practice 
might  well  be  sustuned.  As  to  the  reasona 
addressed  to  the  House  by  the  Speaker,  with 
all  due  deference  to  the  Ohair,  Mr.  S.  thought 
he  could  readily  answer  them ;  but  as  Mr. 
Speaker  had  thought  proper  to  ohan^  hia 
opinion  on  the  Bubjeot,  he  Mt  no  dispositimi  to 
nrge  tiie  appeal  any  fiirth«,  and  thereftffo 
withdrew  it. 

Hr.  Thomtbow  said,  that  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  several  of  his  Mends,  he  would 
withdraw  his  objection,  and  let  the  bill  proceed 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the  second  ' 
time. 

Mr.  ^luxufs  then  moved  that  the  bill  do  lie 
on  the  table,  and  tbe  motion  was  decided  in 
the  afflrmative— yeas  146,  nays  41. 

Booii  for  tJte  vte  qf  Mmben, 

Mr.  JoHNBos,      TUminvSkjj  aabmitted  the 
following  resolution : 

JUMclved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives be  directed  to  procure  two  hundred  and 
sixteen  coj^es  ^  the  debates  of  the  State  eonven- 
tioos  on  the  adoption  of  the  foderd  eonstitntion  In 
1787,  one  copy  which  to  be  detivered  to  each 
member)  and  that  the  Clerk  be  Erected,  also,  to 
have  preserved  for  each  member  an  extra  coot  of 
the  reports  of  Congress,  at  each  seasioo,  and  to 
have  the  same  iMund  in  a  strong,  cheap,  ordinary 
Undiog,  to  embraoe  the  preaant  seiwn,  and  to 
oontiaue  in  fiitore. 

In  mppfot  oT  the  rescdotion,  Ur.  Jonnos 
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waid  that,  whea  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in 
the  other  Hoase,  he  had  been  provided  with 
the  reports  of  this  Honae,  and  that  they  were 
of  valne  to  him.  He  hw  an  opportuaitj  to 
read  them  in  the  recess,  and  they  therefore  be- 
came of  equal  ralae  to  his  constitneats.  They 
-would  be  found  of  vast  importance  to  members 
guierally. 

With  regard  to  the  otiier  Ixnlion  of  his  raao- 
Intion,  it  provided  for  the  porohase  of  a  work 
of  great  importance  to  members,  in  tiie  dis- 
cbarge  of  their  pnblio  dnties.  The  other  Hoose 
had  passed  a  resolotioD,  hy  which  each  mem- 
ber of  it  had  been  foraished  with  a  copj  of  that 
valoable  work,  and  he  hoi>ed  that  iJie  members 
of  thia  House  would  also  be  put  in  possession 
of  it 

Mr.  Ohilton  would  not  consume  the  time  of 
the  House,  in  debating  the  reeolntion ;  bat 
would  coQbent  himself  with  calling  for  the  yeas 
«^  nays  on  its  adoption. 

Hr.  iBQSBaoLL  uked  for  a  divinon  of  the 
qnestioD. 

ICr.  OjjfBBBUtira  said  tb»  resolution  waa  one 
of  an  obnoxious  diaraoter.  If  the  House  was . 
disposed  to  sanction  the  measure  at  all,  it 
ahoold  be  done  by  law.  Besolations  of  a  sim- 
ilar character  had,  at  the  present  session,  been 
referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  the  labraiy, 
and  he  hoped  thia  would  take  the  same  direo- 

tiOQ. 

Mr.  JoHssoH  siud  a  law  waa  not  necessary  in 
this  case — ^it  had  not  been  the  custom  or  prac- 
tice heretofore,  and  be  saw  no  necessity  for  it 
qow.  The  Senate  had  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
the  work,  and  it  waa  procwed  withont  the  iar- 
mality  of  a  Joint  reaomtioo. 

After  a  raw  words  from  Mr,  VioKuni,  in 
opposition  to  the  reeolutiim,  it  was  referred  to 
the  library  Oommittee — ^yeas  76,  naya  63. 

Salt  BeterfM  in  Ulinoit, 
The  bill  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  State  of 
HUnois,  reserved  for  the  use  of  salt  springs,  on 
the  Vermillion  Biver,  in  that  State,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  qnestiou  put  on  its  paa- 
BBge. 

Mr.  Dbjltton  opposed  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Ievih,  of  Ohio,  supptnied  it 

Mr.  DuaoAv  replied  to  the  arguments  urged 
hy  Mr,  Dbattok  agtUnst  the  right  of  the  State 
to  these  lands ;  and  advocated  the  passage  of 
tiie  bill,  as  a  meaaure  calculated  to  promote  the 
interest  of  the  United  States,  as  much  as  that 
of  the  State.  He  sud  the  reservation  was  all 
timbered  land,  and  the  land  in  the  vicinity  was 
pr^rie ;  that  the  sale  of  the  timber  was  neces- 
sary for  the  improvement  of  the  country,  and 
wonid  cause  the  sale  of  a  much  larger  quantity 
of  pnurie,  which  was  public  land.  He  believed 
the  land  was  not  necessary  to  support  the  salt 
works ;  the  sale  of  them  had  been  asked  for  by 
the  Legislature,  and  he  knew  it  was  a  measure 
greatly  d^ed  by  the  citizens  of  that  part  of 
theStatfc 


[Fbbbqabt,  188L 

Mr.  WioKUFFE  said  the  bill  had  undergone 
a  thorough  examination  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  iXnds,  and  that  committee  was  nuau- 
imons  in  the  opinion  that  the  bill  should  pass. 

After  some  further  oonversatioQ  betwe^ 
Messrs.  Dbatton,  Ibvin,  of  Ohio,  Wiokuffb, 
Ddnoajt,  and  Pbttis,  the,gaeslion  was  put  on 
the  pasrage  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmadve. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  H.  Webb, 
coming  up  ,on  its  passage,  it  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Willuucb,  Batbs,  Dbatton,  and  CbaiO} 
and  was  supported  by  Mesara.  Jorxsov,  of  Ken- 
tucky, WHrrTLESKT,  Ddhoah,  and  Cohnkb. 

[The  bill  provided  for  an  increase  of  the  pen- 
sion of  the  petitioner,  on  account  of  increasing 
disability  from  a  wound  he  received  from  an 
Indian,  while  carrying  the  miul  through  the 
Indian  country.  It  was  opposed,  on  the  ground 
that  Congress  had  no  right  to  pension  other 
than  Uiose  who  were  wounded  in  the  military 
or  naval  service.  Mr.  Connie,  to  show  that 
Congress  had  passed  a  bill  allowing  a  pension 
in  a  nmilar  caae,  read  the  law,  which  granted  a 

Jension  to  the  widow  and  rcpresentoUvea  o[ 
ohn  Heap,  who  was  killed  by  mail  robbeni 
while  in  the  act  of  carrying  the  mail.] 

The  quesdon  being  put  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  it  was  r^eoted  by  a  vote  of  60  to  78. 


Moimi.T,  February  7. 

Indian  Affdirt, 

Mr.  EvxBBTT,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a 
memorial  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Sooth- 
ampton,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  and  State 
of  Massachnsetts,  praying  that  the  act  of  the 
last  searion  of  Ooufress,  providing  for  an  ex- 
change of  lands  with  certam  Indian  tribes,  and 
for  toeir  removal  and  permanent  settlement 
west  of  the  MisusBippi,  may  be  repealed ;  that 
treaties  made  with  tne  Indians,  heretofore,  may 
be  inviolably  observed ;  and  that  the  said  In- 
dians may  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  lands,  and  in  all  the  rights  secured  to 
them  by  engagements  entered  into  between  the 
sdd  Indians  and  the  United  States.  Mr.  E. 
observed,  that  he  had  long  iS^t  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  conrider  the  all-important  sub- 
ject of  this  memoriaL  He  ahoold,  himseH  hj 
way  of  resolution,  have  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  subject,  had  no  other  member 
expressed  an  intention  of  doing  so,  if  it  had 
been  possible,  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  to 
move  a  resolution.  But  it  was  known  to  the 
Chair,  that,  for  several  weeks  past,  there  had 
not  Men  a  moment  when  it  was  in  order  to 
move  a  resolution.  A  petition  from  a  very  re- 
spectable community  in  the  State  which  he  had 
the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  had  been  placed 
in  his  hands.  By  tiie  rules  of  the  House,  a  pe- 
tition cannot  be  debated  on  the  day  on  w 
it  is  presented,  but  must  lie  on  the  table  one 
df^.  As  petitions  are  reo^ved  only  one  day  (tf 
the  week,  on  Mondays,  Mr.  E,  obserred  that 
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the  memorial  which  he  presented  mnat,  under 
thew  mles,  lie  on  the  table  till  that  day,  and 
then  come  up  as  the  anfinisbed  hnsiness  of  peti- 
Uons.  He  begged  leave,  therefore,  in  present- 
ing this  petition,  to  give  notice,  that,  when  it 
dionld  come  np  on  Honday  next,  he  slionld  feel 
it  hie  da^  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Home  to 
the  Tei7  important  qnestion  of  protecting  the 
Indian  tribes  in  the  possessions  and  rights  se- 
cored  to  them  treaty  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States. 

Cclonimtum  Society. 
Mr.  Boinxnr,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  a  namber  of  his  constituents,  praying 
ud  from  Confess  for  the  Colonization  Society, 
to  which  he  mtimated  his  own  disagreement, 
bat  moved  that  it  be  printed ;  whidh  was  or- 
dered. 

Hu  SaUSeport. 

ICr.  Valubt  moved  that  the  report  ot  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  on  the  restoration 
of  the  duty  on  imported  sal^  he  printed  for  the 

use  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Chilton  was  opposed  to  the  motion. 
The  bill  was  done  with  for  this  session,  by  the 
consent  of  both  its  fHends  and  enemies,  and  he 
was  in  favor  of  letting  the  report  sleep  with  the 
hill.  The  report  contained  an  ex  parte  argu- 
ment on  the  sabject,  which  Mr.  0.  did  not  wish 
to  send  among  the  people  with  even  this  in^- 
rect  sanction  of  the  Houfie,  The  coantry  was 
now  in  a  state  of  excitement,  and  every  mem- 
ber ought  to  be  willing  to  allay  that  excitement, 
instead  of  sending  forth  what  would  tend  to 
increase  it.  However  untenable  the  argument 
of  the  report — an  argument  so  fallacious  that 
any  sbhoolboy  coold  answer  it — ^the  order  to 
print  an  extra  number  would  give  to  it  some 
degree  of  importance.  The  report  was  pre- 
sumed to  be  the  production  of  an  individual  of 
the  Committee  on  Mannfactnres ;  and  if  the 
practice  were  to  prevail,  it  would  become  an 
easy  matter  for  any  member  of  the  House  to 
have  his'  opinions  sent  forth  with  this  sanction, 
however  obno^ons  they  might  be  to  the  sense 
of  the  House.  If  gentlemen  desired  to  dis- 
.  tribute  oopies  of  the  report,  let  them  do  it  at 
th^r  own  expense,  not  At  that  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WnxiAHs  moved  to  lay  the  moUon  for 
printing  on  the  tbhie. 

Mr.  Malulht  requested  that  Mr.  W.  would 
withdraw  the  motion,  to  give  him  an  oppor- 
tanity  of  replying  to  Mr.  Obilton^s  remarks, 
hot  Mr.  "W.  declined  yielding  to  the  request 

The  qnestion  was  then  put  on  Isymg  this 
motion  on  the  table,  and  was  decided,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  in  the  nu^tive — ^yeas  83.  nays  100. 

The  report  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  having  taken  up  the  resection 
submitted  some  days  ago,  by  Mr.  Whitb,  of 
Kew  York,  to  print  three  thousand  additional 
et^ies  of  ihe  npM  (tf  the  Committee  on  the 


[H.  or 


Judiciary  in  favor  of  repealing  the  26th  section 
of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789,  together  with  the 
counter  report  of  the  minority  of  the  commit- 
tee— 

Mr.  BnoHAKAH  said  it  might  he  soppoeed 
he  felt  some  interest  in  the  snooesB  oi  this  mo- 
tion, bat  really  he  ftii  none.  The  question  aa 
the  repeal  of  the  26th  section  had  Men  setSed 
by  the  House — settled  to  Mr.  B.'s  entire  satis- 
faoti<Hi.  liiis  decision  had  gone  forth  to  the 
people,  and  he  saw  no  good  purpose  it  oould 
answer  to  send  the  two  arguments  of  the  com- 
mittee li^ng  after  It  through  the  country. 
He  was  therefore  opposed  to  printing  any  ad^- 
tional  o^ies, 

Mr.  HATiras,  of  Georgia,  was  in  favor  of 
printing  the  extra  copies.  The  report  of  the 
committee  contained  a  £iiir  expoidtion  of  the 
unoonstitatifHiality  of  the  S6th  section ;  and  as 
there  had  been  no  opwatiaxLtj  for  a  ^soosBiQn 
of  the  Butdect  in  the  House,  he  wished  the  ar- 
gument of  tiie  committee  to  he  eztenrively  di^ 
seminated.  No  man,  Mr.  H.  said,  was  more  at- 
tached to  the  Union  of  the  StAtes  ihxa  himself; 
but  he  did  not  oonrider  the  propositdon  to  re- 
peal the  section  as  any  attacK  on  the  Union ; 
on  the  contrary,  being  satisfied  that  the  section 
was  itself  unconstitutional,  he  was  in  fiitvor  of 
its  repeal,  and  wi^ed  tiie  argument  d  the 
committee  printed  for  the  infbrmaticHi  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  CmLToir  moved  that  the  motion  be  laid 
on  the  table ;  but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the 
requert  cf  several  gentiemen. 

Mr.  I>0DDBU>M,  of  Virginia,  remarked,  that 
much  had  been  said,  and  many  alludons  had 
been  made  to  an  ezives^on  of  his  on  a  former 
occasion,  that  he  considered  the  proposition  to 
repeal  the  26th  section  of  the  JucUciary  act  as 
equivalent  to  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  Union. 
Such,  said  Mr.  D.,  is  my  opinion.  It  is  my 
opinion,  and  I  hope  no  angry  feelings  will  be 
produced  by  my  avowing  it.  Although  I  en- 
tertun  this  opinion,  I  was  willing  to  discuss 
the  bill,  and  it  was  no  fault  of  mine  that  it  was 
not  disouBsed,  X  did  not  make  tiko  motion  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  which  precluded  de- 
bate. Mr.  D.  said  he  had  been  spoken  to  by 
several  gentiemen  to  support  the  printing  of  an 
additional  number  of  the  report,  &o. ;  and  al- 
tiiou{^  tiie  report  and  counter  report  had  been 
very  generally  published  hi  tiie  newspapera,  he 
was  willing  to  order  tiie  extra  number ;  indeed, 
a  larger  number  than  that  proposed.  The  re- 
ports were  important;  and,  in  the  pamphlet 
form,  gentiemen  to  whom  they  were  sent, 
would  be  more  likely  to  preserve  them  for 
their  own,  and  the  perusal  of  others.  He, 
therefore,  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  so  as 
to  print  mx  thousand  instead  of  tiuree  tiumsand 
admtional  copies. 

Mr.  OoBDOK,  of  Vlr^nia,  sidd,  tiie  remark  of 
his  colleague,  aa  to  tiie  dtaraoter  <tf  the  bill,  he 
most  oousder  as  a  direct  r^eetioa<m  the  com- 
mittee which  rraotted  it.  An&  as  one  of  those 
who  concurred  in  the  report,  he  must  protest 
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against  that  reflection.  When  a  Minmittee  of 
tbe  Hoase  bad  given  to  a  sabject  the  calmest 
and  maturest  inTestigation,  and  a  motion  is 
made  to  print  their  report,  a  gentleman  gets 
np,  and,  in  a  tone  of  alann,  denooncee  the  prop- 
osition aa  tantamount  to  a  motion  to  repeal  the 
Union ;  and  this,  too,  from  a  gentleman  whose 
legal  character,  and  whose  standing  in  the : 
HoQse,  gave  Us  Clintons  some  control  over  the 
c^inioDfl  of  others.  To  an  t^inirai  bo  erro- 
neona,  and  a  oonise  so  extraordinary,  "Mr.  G, 
oonld  not  snbmit  in  silence.  In  regard  to  the 
Union  of  these  States,  Mr.  G.  said  he  viewed  it 
as  the  palladium  of  oar  hopes,  and  of  the  liber- 
ties of  mankind ;  and  he  felt  aa  strong  an  at- 
tachment to  it  as  his  coUeagne  coold  poasiblj 
feel,  although  he  might  say  less  than  bim  about 
it.  As  to  tbe  constitationalitj  of  the  26th  sec- 
tion of  Ihe  judiciary  act,  has  it  not,  Mr.  Q. 
asked,  been  mooted  frequentiy.  It  was  neither 
a  new  qaestion,  nor  ao  alarming  one.  Could 
it  be  new,  'especially  to  a  Yii^inia  lawyer? 
Does  the  genUeman  not  know  that  the  Vir- 
ginia jndiciaty,  witli  Boane  at  its  hea^  had 
solemnly  denied  the  ooiutitntionaUty  of  that 
section  ?  IHd  he  not  also  know  that  many  of 
Uie  leading  men  of  the  State,  including  John 
T^lor,  of  Oandine,  had  contended  that  ute  sec- 
tion was  unoonstitational !  Did  not  Georgia, 
the  other  da^,  by  her  Legislature,  deny  the 
(fanstitutionality  of  the  act,  and  order  her  Ezeo- 
ntive,  with  all  her  powers,  to  repel  its  enforce- 
ment on  her  t  Had  not  Pamsylvania,  too,  de- 
clared it  uttconstitntional,  and  resisted  its  exe- 
cution ?  Why,  then,  this  tone  of  alarm  and 
terror  ?  Why  the  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, to  suppress  debate  on  the  bill  I  Why  shun 
its  dlacuB^on  {  Hr.  G.  did  not  himself  deure 
to'  debate  it  He  might  not  even  have  denned 
this  a  proper  time  for  dbtnrblDg  the  qnesticoi ; 
but  he  saw  nothing  in  the  proposition  to  be 
alarmed  at  On  the  contrary,  I  declare  to 
God,  exclaimed  Ui,  G.,  I  believe  nofliing  woold 
tend  BO  much  to  compose  the  present  agitation 
of  the  country,  and  allay  the  prevdliug  excite- 
ment, as  the  r^eal  of  that  portion  of  the  ju- 
diciary act  Hr.  G.  alluded  to  the  case  of  Co- 
hens, by  which  the  State  of  Yii^nia  was  made 
a  party  before  the  Supreme  Court,  and  had  em- 
ployed distingnished  counsel  to  aigue  the  nn- 
oonstitatitmaUty  of  the  anthori^  daimed  by 
the  oonrt;  and  was  proceeding  to  make  some 
farther  remarks,  but  checked  umsel^  aa  he  did 
not  wish,  he  s^d,  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the 
qnestion. 

Kr.  DoDDBiDOB  observed  that  his  oolleagne*s 
remarks  about  the  previous  question,  and  umit 
tbe  suppression  of  debate  on  the  bill,  did  not 
apply  to  him.  He  had  not  moved  the  previous 
question,  or  m^e  any  other  motion  which 
would  preclude  debate;  and,  as  for  what  his 
colleague  thought  of  his  opinions,  he  did  not  care 
a  tittle — not  a  tittie.  Mr.  D.  sud  he  had  not 
been  averse  to  debating  the  bill ;  but,  aa  it  was 
not  debated,  he  was  in  favor  of  giving  the  great- 
est poadhte  puUioity  to  the  arguments,  pro  and 


[FkBBDAKT,  1881. 

con,  of  the  committee,  and  had,  thmforcL 
moved  to  increase  the  number  a  additional 
copies  to  six  thousand. 

Here  the  expirati(Hi  of  the  hoar  pot  an  end 
to  the  sal^Ject  for  this  day. 


WEDNXSDi.T,  Febmaiy  9. 

Jte,  WioKuns  laid  on  the  table  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

JU^olved,  That  the  Prwdmt  of  tbe  United  SUtea 
be  requeited  to  commmJcate  to  tUs  House  tbe 
amonnt  of  each  debleation,  and  the  iuuimb  of  the 
defaulters;  the  names  and  amoant  of  eaeb  pecnla* 
Uou  upon  the  Treasury,  or  fraudolent  oae  of  tbe  pub*, 
lie  money  by  individiuJs  in  the  employment  of  the 
GoTemment ;  aod  the  names  of  the  persoD  or  per- 
sons concenied  tlierein ;  the  instances  in  which  the 
public  money  has  been  misai^lied  or  diverted  from 
the  objects  for  wblcb  it  was  appropriated  by  Con- 
gress ;  and,  also,  the  smouat  of  improper  aBow- 
ances  to  officers,  agents,  or  others,  in  the  public  em- 
plojment,  made  by  any  of  the  departments  of  the 
Government ;  tbe  amounts  thereoi^  and  to  whom  at 
lowed,  sioce  the  8d  day  of  March,  1825. 


THUB8Di.T,  Febmary  10. 
InUrnal  Impnnemmtt. 

Hr.  HEMPHnx,  flrom  the  Committee  on  In- 
ternal Improvements,  to  whidi  waa  referred  so 
much  of  tbe  Message  Of  the  Preiddent  of  the 
United  States  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session  as  relates  to  that  subject,  made 
a  report  thereon,  and  moved  that  it  be  commit- 
ted and  printed. 

The  report  embraced  a  fhll  reply  to  the  opin- 
ions announced  in  the  Executive  Hessage  on 
the  subject  of  internal  improvement,  and  c<mi- 
clnded  with  tiie  following  resolution : 

Jtetolwd,  That  It  is  expedient  that  tbe  General 
Govemment  should  oootinoe  to  prosecute  internal 
improvements,  by  direct  ai^iropnations  of  money, 
or  by  Bobaeriptiona  for  stock  in  eompaoiea  locor- 
po rated  in  the  respective  Steies. 

Hr.  Hatnbs  called  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 

{)ort.  The  Clerk  having  progressed  at  some 
ength, 

Mr.  Chilton  moved  to  snspoid  the  further 
reading,  and  tioat  the  report  lie  on  the  tabl^ 
and  be  printed. 

After  a  ftw  remarks  between  Keasrs,  Wiox- 
UFTX,  Ohiltoit,  and  the  Obaib,  bb  to  a  pmnt  of 
otder, 

Tbe  Clerk  resamed  tiie  reefing  of  tin  k- 

port;  when, 
Mr.  MoDunn  moved  to  snqwod  the  ftarQier 

reading. 

[Here  arose  a  discu^on  between  Hr.  HoDur- 
FiB,  the  Chair,  and  Mes^.  Hebobb,  Sdthkb- 
LAim,  and  Wickuftk,  as  to  the  correctness  of 
tbe  motion  of  Hr.  HoDcffir.  It  was  insisted, 
ca  tlie  one  Mde,  that  what  a  motion  or  resoln- 
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tioQ  was  beiog  read  the  first  time,  it  was  not 
in  order  fur  a  member  to  move  to  sospend  the 
reading.  On  the  other  haod,  it  was  asserted 
that,  hj  a  rale  of  the  House,  "  when  the  read- 
ing of  a  paper  "  was  "  called  for,  and  the  same 
objected  to  hy  anj  member,  it  shoold  be  deter- 
mined bj  a  vote  of  the  Honse."  Former  de- 
dfltons  la  the  oaae  were  also  referred  to ;  and 
tiie  deeiriou  the  Ob^,  that  the  motion  was 
not  in  order,  was  appealed  from.  Mr.  Makhs 
was  tempontrily  in  the  ohfUr  to-diQ^.  To  save 
time,  Mr.  Hatnks  withdrew  his  motion  tar  the 
reading.] 

The  report  was  then  ordered  to  be  oomroit- 
ted,  and  the  nsoal  nmnber  of  copies  directed  to 

be  printed. 

Mr.  Yaitgb  moved  for  the  printing  of  six 
thousand  additional  copies ;  which  motion,  hj 
a  mle  of  the  Honae,  was  laid  over  till  the  next 

BaUwun  and  WaMngtm  SaUrvaA, 

This  bdng  tiw  dqr  set  apart  for  District  haai- 
nesa,  Mr.  DoDDUDai  moved  that  the  Honse 
take  np  the  bill  to  authorize  the  extension,  con- 
atmotion,  and  use  of  a  lateral  branch  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroadf  into  and  within 
the  Distdet  of  Oolumbia. 

Mr.  DoBSBT  stated  that  a  portion  of  the  del- 
egation of  Maryland  was  placed  in  an  embar- 
rasung  predicament  on  this  bill.  They  did  not 
wish  to  do  anj  thin^  which  might  endanger 
the  bill ;  but  the  Legislature  of  MaTyland  had 
now  before  it  a  proposition  to  constraot  a  rul- 
road  from  Baltimore  to  Washington,  hj  the 
State  flmds;  and  it  wotdd  seem  respectM  for 
the  members  bom  Mwyland  to  wait  the  action 
of  the  State  L<^slatnre  on  the  saUeot  A 
portioQ  of  the  ^wation  had  therefore  oon- 
forred  together,  ana  agreed  to  move  a  post- 
ponement of  the  bill  for  a  few  days. 

Mr.  HowABD  opposed  the  motion  very  ear- 
nestiy,  and  stated  the  nature  of  the  bill  which 
was  now  before  the  L^islature  of  Maryland, 
to  show  the  improbability  that  the  proposition 
would  result  in  the  work  being  undertaken  by 
the  State.  At  his  request,  Mr.  Dobbit,  tor  the 
^esent,  withdrew  his  motion ;  and 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  and  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  for 
the  Distiiet  ot  Golnmbia. 

[Oonsiderable  disousdon  took  place  on  the 
amoidments,  in  whidi  Messrs.  Howaed,  Dod- 
DsmoB,  WAsmNOTO^  Sbmios,  Bbowk,  Mbb- 
csB,  HoFFMAif,  and  MoDnFns,  took  part] 

The  remainder  of  the  sitting  was  spent  on 
the  District  bills. 


IfoKDJiT,  Febroaiy  14. 

Indian  Jffain — Quegtitm  of  Order. 

The  petition  l^d  on  the  table  by  Mr.  £vxb- 
nr,  of  Massachusetts,  last  Monday,  from  sun- 
dry dtizens  of  Massachnsetts,  praying  the  re- 
pMl  of  the  Indian  law  <tf  last  sesuon,  was 


[H.  or  R. 

announced  by  the  Chair  as  now  before  the 
Honse  for  disposal. 

Mr.  TnoKBa,  of  Sontii  Carolina,  demanded 
that  the  question  of  "consideration"  be  put, 
and  the  Speaker  announced  this  to  be  the  ques- 
tion. 

[This  question  precludes  debate  on  any  mo- 
tion, unless  the  House  decides  in  £avor  of  ita 
oonuderation.] 

Mr.  LuMFKiH  dananded  the  yeas  and  naja 
on  the  question  of  **  ocHuuderatidn and  thej 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  EvssBTT  said  that  he  considered  the  de- 
mand for  the  (jnestion  of  consideration  out  of 
order ;  the  petition  had  been  received  by  the 
Hous&  and,  if  this  motion  were  entertained  by 
the  Chair,  it  would  out  off  all  debate  on  the 
petition,  whi<di  Mr.  £.  sud  he  had  a  ri^t 
to  disooss,  on  presenting  it|  if  he  thought 
proper. 

IlieSpEAZBB  sfdd  the  House  had.aii(^tto 
decide  whether  it  would  oonnder  the  geutle- 
man's  motion-^t  had  a  ri^t  to  refuse  to  re- 
ceive the  petition  it8cd£ 

Mr.  EvBUTT.  But  the  House  has  received 
the  petition. 

The  SpuKXB  said  the  petition  had  been  re- 
ceived and  IMd  on  the  table ;  that  the  House 
had  a  right  now  to  say  whether  it  would  con- 
sider the  gentleman's  motion  teaching  its  refer- 
ence, and  therefore  the  demand  for  the  ques- 
tion of  consideration  was  in.  order. 

Mr.  Bru.  asked,  if  the  Honse  decided  in 
&vor  of  *^  consideration,"  what  time  wouM  the 
disooBuon  be  in  order  f 

The  SpxAKut  rqdied,  it  oould  only  be  con- 
tinned  to-day,  and  the  next  dim  cm  which  the 
presentation  of  petitions  would  be  in  wder, 
(namely,  on  Monday  ahme.) 

Mr.  EvBBBTT  sud  he  felt  himself  under  the 
necessity  of  appealing  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  on  the  correctness  of  entering  the  de- 
mand for  the  question  of  consideration ;  argu- 
ing that  this  was  no  motion  or  proposition 
offered  to  the  House,  hut  simply  a  petition 
from  a  portion  of  his  couBtitaenbB,  whicn  they, 
in  the  exercise  of  their  constitutional  right,  htA 
presented  to  the  House  through  him,  their  rep- 
resentative. He  had  laid  it  on  the  table,  under 
the  rule;  it  came  ttp  to-day,  as  a  matter  of 
course;  Its  oonrideration  reqmred  no  motion, 
and  he  had  made  none ;  the  matter  before  the 
House  was  the  petition  itself  and  to  that  he 
had  a  right  to  speak ;  it  was  a  constitational 
right  to  which  tlie  rule  of  consideration  could 
not  apply,  and  could  not  cut  off. 

Mr.  TcoEXB,  in  a  few  remarks,  defended  his 
call  for  the  question  of  "  consideration,"  and 
his  motive  for  making  it  His  object  was  to 
save  the  time  of  the  House  from  b^og  wasted 
in  a  useless  debate. 

The  Spea£bb,  after  stating  the  case,  read  the 
rules  in  point,  which  he  explained  at  some 
length,  to  show  the  correctness  of  his  decision 
in  entertaining  the  demand  for  "considera- 
tion."   He  referred  particuhwly  to  the  fifth 
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rale,  whioh  is  as  follows :  "  When  any  motion 
or  propontion  is  made,  Hie  question,  *  Will  the 
Hoose  now  consider  It  f  *  shall  not  be  put,  on- 
less  it  is  demanded  by  some  member,  or  is 
deemed  necesear;'  by  the  Speaker." 

Mr.  Watns  asked  if  he  was  to  nnderstand 
that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Sooth 
Oarolioa  (Mr.  Tuokbb)  was  io  order  before  the 
gentleman  from  Massachosetts  QSr.  Etxbrt) 
had  Bobmitted  any  proposition. 

The  SPKA.KBB  replied,  that  he  considered 
there  was,  virtoally,  a  motion  before  the  Hoose, 
on  taking  op  the  petition  for  disposal. 

Mr.  Watnk  thought  that  did  not  follow  of 
ooorse.  The  genttemnn  from  Massachosetts 
had  not  snbmitted  any  propoaitira  Telative  to 
the  petition ;  uid,  nntil  he  did  that,  the  Hoose 
oonld  not  know  what  his  motion  wonld  he,  or 
decide  whether  they  woold  consider  it.  The 
Hoose  woold  be  voting  in  the  dark.  He  main- 
tuned  that  the  Speaker  woold  be  right,  had  the 
gentleman  made  any  motion  for  the  disposition 
of  the  petition,  hot  at  present  the  demand  of 
"  consideration  "  he  thooght  prematore. 

Mr.  TuoKSB  then  withdrew  his  caU  for  the 
qnestion  of  coosideration. 

Mr.  !EvBKETT  atad  it  was  his  intention  to  de- 
bate the  petition  whioh  he  had  presented  to  the 
Hoose ;  and  when  the  Speaker  decided  that  he 
could  not  do  BO,  be  denied  a  il^t  whioh  was 
aanotioned  by  the  practice  of  the  British  Par- 
liament, and  was  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of 
this  House.  Daring  the  last  war,  many  Im- 
portant qnestions  were  debated  on  the  presen- 
tation of  petitions. 

The  Sfbakbb.  There  mnst  still  he  a  motion 
before  the  Hoose  to  aothorize  debate. 

Mr.  EvBBBTT.  If  I  am  entitled  to  the  floor, 
[several  members  were  attempting  to  address 
the  Ohiur,]  I  will  then  sobmit  a  motion  before  I 
ait  down. 

The  Spkaksb,  It  is  in  the  power  of  the 
Speaker,  or  of  any  member,  to  reqoire  that 
every  motion  be  rednoed  to  writing,  and  the 
Speuer  reqoirea  that  the  gentleman  suid  his 
motion  to  the  Chair  in  writing. 

Mr.  Etxbitt  according  sent  to  tiie  Otait 
the  following  motion: 

That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee OD  Indian  AfiUrs,  with  instroctions  to  report 
a  tdll  making  ftirtber  provirion  iar  ezeeotiu  tlw 
laws  of  the  tinited  Butes  on  the  Butdect  of  uiter- 
couree  with  the  Indian  tribes;  and,  also,  for  tlw 
ftithM  obserrance  of  the  treaties  betweeo  the 
United  States  and  the  siud  tribes. 

Mr.  WicKUFTB  demanded  that  the  qnestlon 
be  put  on  tlie  "  oonsideration  "  of  the  motion. 
He  nad  no  idea  of  oommencing  another  Lidian 
war  at  this  period  of  the  seerion. 

lb.  CoiroioT  called  fbr  the  yeaa  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered ;  and  the  Speaker  hav- 
ing stated  the  qoestion, 

Mr.  EvKBBTT  said,  if  he  onderstood  the  Chair 
that  it  was  in  order  to  prednde  debate  on  his 
motion  by  the  qoestion  oi  ^'  omiMdawtion,"  he 


mnst  appeal  to  the  House  from  the  deoi^n  of 
the  Chair. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered  cm  the 

appeal. 

Considerable  debate  now  ensued  on  the  ap- 
peal. The  appeal  was  supported  by  Mr. 
EvKBXTT  and  Mr.  Batrs,  of  Massachosetts,  and 
it  was  opposed,  and  the  deei^on  of  tfie  Chair 
defended,  by  Mr.  Watnr  and  Mr.  l^oxntni, 
of  Georgia.  Finally, 

Mr.  &VBBETT  sud,  yielding  to  the  wishes  of 
several  of  his  friends,  he  woold  withdraw  the 
appeal,  and  meet  the  question  at  oooe. 

The  qoestion  was  then  pot — "  Will  the  Hoose 
now  conuder  the  motion  t "  and  was  dedded 
in  the  affitmative— yeas  101,  n^s  B8. 


TmsDAT,  February  15. 
SeU^to  Lamd  iVfvAajsn. 

The  Hoose  took  op  the  bill  from  the  Swate, 
supplementary  to  the  act  passed  on  the  Slst 
March,  1880,  for  the  relief  of  porchasers  of 
public  lands,  and  for  the  soppresnon  <tf  fraud* 
olent  practices  at  the  public  sales  kA  the  lamds 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Ibvin,  of  Ohio,  opposed  the  bill  witli 
much  earnestness,  and  moved  to  strike  oiU  tihe 
aeocmd  section. 

Mr.  Glat,  of  Alabama,  said,  he  hoped  he 
should  be  indulged  by  the  House  in  giving 
some  explanation,  ana  in  the  atateroent  of  a 
few  fact^  in  reference  to  the  biU  under  consid- 
eration. It  will  be  perceived,  said  be,  by  all 
who  have  attended  to  the  reading  of  the  bill, 
that  its  provisions  are  intended  to  be  supple- 
mentary to,  and  emendatory  of,  the  law  passed 
at  the  last  session  for  the  relief  of  land  por- 
chasers. That  law  has  extended  rdief  imper- 
fectly, and  very  imeqoally.  To  those  who 
bought  land  at  fourteen  dollars  per  acre,  and 
opwards,  which  had  reverted  with  the  one- 
fourth  paid  thereon,  patents  were  j^ven,  with- 
out fbrther  paymmt;  whilst  those  who  had 
pnnibaaed  lands  at  less  than  fourteen  d<^ara, 
whioh  have  since  reverted,  were  required  to 
pay  additional  sums  per  a(n«,  varying  accord- 
ing to  the  original  price.  So  in  r^ard  to  the 
relinqoished  land,  Kowerer  valuable  it  may  be. 
or  at  whatever  prices  it  may  have  sold,  (and 
the  prices  varied  from  two  dollars  op  to  forty, 
fiilT,  and  even  as  high  as  seventy  and  eighty 
dollars  per  acre,  merely  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses,) yet  no  higher  price  than  three  doUars 
and  fifty  cents  per  acre  is  reqnired  by  the  law 
for  any  class  or  portion  of  it,  while  none  is  per- 
mitted to  be  taken  at  less  than  we  dolhur  flfty- 
dx  and  a  foorth  oents.  This  is  a  variation  of 
less  than  two  ddlara  la  all  tiie  diffbrent  dassee 
and  grades,  from  tiie  most  inferior  uid  unpro- 
ductive to  the  most  fertile  and  valuable.  It  is 
of  tiie  injustice  and  inequality  of  the  operaticm 
of  this  law,  that  the  memorialists,  whose  inter- 
ests are  embraced  by  this  bill,  complain. 

It  seems  to  me  ttu^  thu  brief  explanation  of 
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the  principles  of  the  law  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, wonid  be  a  soffident  ezhiMtlon  of  Its  de- 
fects, to  sat^y  every  mind  that  some  ameod- 
inent  is  demanded  by  that  justice  wjiioh  r^rds 
the  faiterests  of  aU  classes  with  eqcal  favor. 
But,  ur,  as  the  bill  has  been  attacked  with  such 
vehemence  by  the  gentleiaan  from  Ohio,  (Hr. 
Ibtut,)  as  he  has  thoagfat  proper  to  speak  of 
the  large  amonnt  which  it  proposes  to  give 
away,  and  has  endeavored  to  impress  the 
Hoose  with  the  idea  that  an  immense  interest 
is  involved,  and  that  the  measure  is  one  of  on- 
nsaally  important  character,  I  feel  called  npon 
to  go  ftirtber  into  the  discussion.  The  advo* 
C»tea  of  the  bill  can  lose  nothing  by  investiga- 
Ikki  :  tor  the  better  it  is  understood,  the  more 
ooiMUOfflTe  will  appear  the  justness  and  reason- 
ableness of  the  claim  ui^^ed  by  this  imfortimate 
class  of  onr  fellow-oitizens. 

Sir,  as  this  bill  is  intended  to  carry  out  the 
principles  of  the  act  of  lest  session,  already 
mentioned,  and.  to  equalize  its  operation,  it  may 
not  be  improper  or  unprofitable  very  briefiy  to 
review  the  grounds  on  which  your  interposi- 
tion was  asked,  and  upon  which  that  meaaare 
was  accorded.  Yon  nad  been  memorialized 
year  after  year  npon  this-subject,  both  by  the 
people  and  the  lef^slatnres  of  the  new  States. 
Agun :  at  the  last  session  your  attention  was 
called  to  the  varioiiB  causes  which  had  con- 
spired to  produce  the  nnpreoedented  embamass- 
nient  ana  intolerable  mstress  which  prevailed 
more  especially  in  the  Southwest,  ftom  which 
quarter  came  the  petitions  for  the  modifications 
of  the  law  now  prop<wed.  Ton  were  reminded 
of  the  great  indacemeDt  to  purchase  land  in 
that  section  of  the  country — the  production  of 
cotton^  the  great  staple  of  the  South,  to  which 
the  soil  and  climate  were  believed  to  be  alike 
adapted ;  and  that  at  the  time  of  those  sales 
(during  the  years  1818  and  1819)  this  staple 
was  more  in  demand,  and  commanded  a  higher 
price,  than  at  any  other  period  of  our  history, 
except  in  the  two  or  three  preceding  years. 
Ton  were  caDed  on  to  take  into  view  the  sa- 
perabnndaoce  of  the  oirenlating  medium  in 
those  years,  occasioned,  in  no  small  d^ree,  hy 
the  eztraorqinary  multiplication  of  banks  in 
every  State  and  territory,  particularly  in  the 
'West,  which  were  then  issuing  millions  of 
money,  in  the  shape  of  promises,  never  to  be 
redeemed ;  and  all  this  then  receivable  in  your 
land  offices.  Tou  were  told  of  the  five  or  six 
millions  of  "Mississippi  stock,"  the  fruit  of 
compromise  with  the  "Yazoo  claimants,"  as 
they  were  familiarly  called,  issued  by  your  au- 
tiiority  and  direction,  to  be  received  in  the  land 
offices  of  UjssiBBippi  and  Alabama  alone,  which 
added  greatly  to  tne  already  delonve  appear- 
ance of  capital  and  prosperity  in  those  States. 
They  reiterated  their  well-fomided  complaints 
of  the  combinations  of  speculators,  who  crowd- 
ed the  different  places  of  ude,  for  the  purpose 
of  monopdizing  the  Ifmds  which  had  been  im- 
Iffoved,  and  rendered  prodactive  by  their  toil, 
and  industiy,  and  enterjirise;  in  couseqoenoe 
YouZL— ai 
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of  which  they  were  reduced  to  the  alternative 
of  {^ving  prices  the  most  extravagant,  even  for 
those  extravagant  times,  or  snbmit  to  be  driven 
still  further  back  into  tiie  wilderness,  at  seasons 
when  ruin  and  starvation  would  have  been  the 
almost  inevitable  result  to  many  of  their  &rai- 
lies.  After  all  this,  when  the  currency  of  the 
TTnited  States,  had  been  reduced  from  about  one 
hundred  and  ton  millions  to  forty-five  millions 
of  dollars;  when  the  Mississippi  stock  had 
almost  entirely  disappeared;  when  many  of 
the  banks  had  exploded,  and  the  paper  of  nine- 
tonths  of  them  was  refused  in  payment,  you 
abaodoned  the  credit  system,  and  sold  your 
land  for  cash,  at  a  reduction  of  87i  per 
centum. 

They  turned  yoor  attention  to  another  fact, 
which  seems  to  me,  of  itself^  oondoMve  of  thdr 
claim  to  your  equitable  i^nnderation — the  snd- 
den  and  nnpreoedented  reduction  in  the  value 
of  their  staple,  its  continued  depression,  and 
the  consequent  proportionate  diminution  in  the 
value  of  the  capital  employed  in  its  produc- 
tion. When  the  lands  in  question  were  sold, 
and  for  several  previous  years,  cotton  would 
readily  oommand  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 
cents  per  pound  ;  for  some  years  past,  the  aver- 
age price  has  not  been  more  than  one-fourth. 
As  maxih  land  and  as  much  labor  are  now  re- 
quired to  produce  a  ^ven  quantity,  say  fifty 
uionsand  pounds  d  net  cotton,  as  then ;  but 
mark  the  diflbrauce  in  the  sum  received  by  the 
planter.  At  the  price  in  1818,  (assuming  twen- 
ty-eight cents  as  the  average,)  that  quantity 
was  worth  |14,000:  at  the  price  of  tite  last 
four  or  five  years,  (assnoung  seven  cents  as  a 
fur  average,)  the  same  quantity  would  only  be 
worth  $8,500.  Bear  in  mind,  too,  that  the 
diminution  in  the  amount  of  incidental  ex- 
penses has  not  been  in  equal  proportion ;  while 
cotton  has  gone  down  three-fourths,  they  have 
not  been  reduced  more  than  one-fourth.  Sup- 
pose the  former  amount  of  those  charges  to 
have  been  $3,000,  it  would  have  left  the  plant- 
er's net  profit  at  $1S,000 ;  take  from  the  total 
product  now  $1,600,  Wng  one-fourth  less,  and 
it  leaves  him  only  $2,000,  only  one-foxth  of  the 
former  profit.  If  the  same  quantity  of  land, 
with  the  same  amount  of  capital  and  labor  em- 
ployed in  its  cultivation,  wiU  profit  the  owner 
but  one-sixth,  can  it  be  worth  one-f6nrth  the 
price  at  which  it  might  before  have  been  rea- 
sonably estimated !  That  it  is  not,  is  as  clear 
as  demonstration  itself;  and  the  truth  of  the 
melancholy  conclusion  would  be  attested  by 
the  judgment  of  all  who  have  lived  in  the  re- 
gion alluded  to  during  the  last  twelve  years. 

But,  besides  those  facts,  which  were  abon- 
dantly  established  by  reference  to  the  history  of 
the  country,  it  iras  shown  by  the  offidal  report 
of  tiie  (jommisnoner  of  tiie  General  Land 
Office,  that  tiie  purehasers  of  land  in  Alabama 
had  paid,  for  nearly  half  a  million  of  acres 
which  had  reverted,  an  average  price  of  one 
dollar  and  thirty-nine  cents  per  acre,  when 
your  salea  of  about  the  same  quantity,  In  the 
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mme  State,  during  the  three  preceding  Toara, 
■had  exceeded  that  average  bnt  three-tenths  of 
a  cent  per  acre,  and  when  ^e  average  price 
of  near  a  million  and  a  half  of  acres,  sold 
dnring  the  same  three  years  in  Indiana,  Ilhnois, 
and  Missouri,  had  fallen  short  of  that  average 
about  fonrteen  cents  per  acre,  havipg  broaght 
but  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  and  dz  mills 
per  acre. 

In  view  of  such  facts,  they  called  upon  yon 
to  relieve  them  from  their  distress  and  embar- 
rassment— to  exempt  them  from  the  minous 
oonsetjnences  of  ocmtracts,  which  bad  been 
made  unprovidently,  hot  in  good  faith.  Upon 
this  cwdid  and  jnst  exposition  of  jthe  grounds 
on  which  they  rested  their  clums,  they  asked 
yon  to  suffer  them  to  retain  their  homes,  which 
they  had  improved  by  much  labor  and  expendi- 
tnre,  at  the  fair  value,  as  it  had  been  ascer- 
tained by  that  most  infallible  of  all  testa — ex- 
perience. They  oalle^  on  yon  as  their  breth- 
ren, and  the  representatives  of  their  brethren 
in  every  section  of  their  beloved  country,  to 
deal  with  them  on  the  broad  and  liberal  princi- 
ples of  equi^  and  good  conscience.  They 
i^ipealed  to  yoar  sense  of  justioe  and  your 
magnaaimi^.  Thank  heaven  I  then:  ameal 
was  not  wholly  in  vain;  yon  did  accord  to  tiiem 
partial  relief ;  many  of  them,  perhaps  the  lai^r 
portion,  are  satisfied.  Those  who  had  pur- 
chased the  most  valuable  lands  were  entirely 
relieved  from  the  insupportable  burden  of  debt 
.which  had  been  hanging  over  them  for  years, 
and  threatening  them  and  their  families  with 
bankruptcy  and  ruin.  Those  who  had  pur- 
chased inferior  lands  found  in  the  law  some 
mitigation  of  their  grievances — a  suspension  of 
the  sales  of  their  homes,  which  were  to  have 
taken  place  in  the  ensuing  spring  and  summer, 
and  the  harbingeiv  as  they  hoped  and  believed, 
of  more  eqnid  and  liberal  justice  at  the  present 
session. 

The  petitioners  now  complain  that  the  act  cf 
last  session  "  does  not  afford  to  them  either  an 
adequate  or  proportionate  relief."  They  dis- 
daim  all "  invidious  feelings  at  the  good  fortune 
of  the  holders  of  high-priced  lands,  who  are 
presented  with  patents  on  surrendering  their 
certificates  and  paying  the  fees  of  office."  Nor 
do  they  complain  "  of  the  pre-emption  rights 
granted  to  setUers  on  the  public  lands;"  bat 
thej  "  view  with  surprise  and  regret  the  fact 
of  their  forming  an  isolated  class,  apparently 
ffiEcluded  from  the  favor  of  Government."  They 
think  (uid  it  Is  certfdnly  a  reasmable  ojnnifMi) 
lhat  ''if  the  olf}ect  of  Oongress  was  to  raise  a 
certain  amount  from  land  debtms^"  it  was  bnt 
"Just  I2iat  It  should  have  been  drawn  in  rata- 
ble proportions  fi^m  -all ;"  whilst,  in  point  of 
fact,  "the  heaviest  contributions  have  been 
levied  upon  the  holders  of  low-priced  lands, 
generally  consisting  of  the  poorer  classes  of 
society."  Such  is  uieir  language,  and  such  are 
their  views;  and  they  are  unquestionably 
founded  in  truth.  Whoever  has  examined  the 
wactments  of  the  law  complained      and  has 
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understood  its  operation,  wiU  be  ready  to 
respond  to  the  truth  and  accuracy  of  every 
ground  assumed  by  the  memorialists. 

Sir,  what  do  the  petitioners  ask !  Simply 
that  you  will  extend  to  them  relief  propor- 
tionate to  that  which  you  have  extended  to 
their  more  fortunate  and  more  wealthy  breth- 
ren and  fellow-sufferers.  They  ask  a  measure 
of  justice,  equal  to  that  which  you  have  meted 
out  to  others,  who  are  less  needy,  and  have  no 
better  claims,  on  any  Mr  principle.  The  basis, 
the  very  foundation  of  their  dum  is,  that  it  is 
as  fair  to  presume  that  reverted  orruinquiahed 
lands,  which  ori^ally  sold  for  less  thsn  fi>ar< 
teen  dollars  per  acre,  brought,  or  rather  ex- 
ceeded, its  proportionate  value,  ss  that  those 
lands  did  which  sold  for  higher  prices.  And  Is 
not  this  assumption  perfectly  reasonable  and 
well  founded  ?  Is  it  not  a  fur  conclnsion,  that 
land,  situated  in  the  same  section  of  country, 
put  up  at  anotion  at  t^e  same  time,  in  the  same 
market,  and  la  the  same  community,  would 
sell  according  to  its  proportionate  value,  having 
reference  to  the  quality  of  soil,  situation,  and 
all  other  inoidmts  which  enhance  or  diminish 
it?  Ton  must  admit  it,  or  agree  that  yoor 
mode  of  selling  the  ]>nblio  lands  is  entirely 
erroneous ;  for  the  anctaon  system  is  predicated 
on  the  assnmption  that  it  is  the  'true  mode  of 
^ting  the  fiul  and  fair  value  of  eadi  tract  of 

8ur,  it  may  not  be  Improper  to  exidain  how 
this  inequality  was  produced.  Although  the 
bill,  as  originally  introduoed,  was  less  favorable 
to  a  large  portion  of  the  purchasers  who  sought 
relief,  yet  it  was  far  more  equal  In  its  distribu- 
tion. The  influence  which  the  favorable  opin- 
ion and  sanction  of  the  Gommisnoner  of  Uie 
General  Land  Office  would  probably  have  on 
the  action  of  the  House,  indnced  me  to  endose 
to  him  a  copy  of  the  ori^nal  bill,  and  ask  lum 
to  examine  its  provirions,  and  g^ve  his  views 
in  rc^ly.  He  did  examine  it,  and  approved  its 
provisions  in  the  m^n;  but,  in  conclusion, 
remarked,  *'  As  those  persons  who  purchased 
originally  at  very  extravagant  prices,  say  at 
fifteen  dollars  per  acre,  or  upwards,  may  not  be 
disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  first  pro- 
vision of  the  first  section,  and  those  of  the 
second  section,  I  would  suggest  the  propriety 
of  inserting  a  maximum  price  for  those  lands." 
He  accordingly  returned  the  copy  of  the  bilL 
which  I  had  enclosed,  with  provisoes  inserted 
in  the  first  and  second  sections,  limiting  the 
price  of  each  class  to  three  dollars  and  fiftj 
oenta,  as  it  finalhr  passed.  I  have  the  oridnal 
letter  of  whitdi  I  have  spoken  now  on  my  desk, 
subject  to  tiie  examination  of  any  gentleman 
who  may  desire  it.  The  Gommittee  on  tJie 
Public  Lands  were  willing  to  report  the  bill  aa 
approved  by  Mr.  Grabani,  while  tliey  had  refused 
again  and  again  to  report,  without  amendment, 
the  bill  which  had  passed  the  Senate,  fixing  the 
price  to  be  paid  for  both  dasses  of  land  at  one 
dollar  md  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  Under 
these  cironmstancea,  what  coarse  was  left  to  be 

Digi:ized  by  Google 


828 


Febssast, 

garsGAd  bj  the  d^^ations  from  the  new 
tates?  If  they  oooH  not  obtain  all  they 
thoo^t  required  the  ritoation  of  th^ 
respective  constitnenta,  woald  they  hare  been 
jnatifled  in  rejecting  that  which  was  offered  or 
ooald  be  obtidaedl  I  can  answer  more  partiou- 
lariy  for  my  colleagnes  and  myself.  All  the 
reverted  and  relinquished  land  in  Alabama  bad 
then  already  been  proclaimed  for  sale  in  the 
months  of  May  and  Jane  following.  Onr  con- 
stitaents  were  the  great  aafferers.  Indeed,  tiiey 
had  suffered  more  than  the  citizens  of  all  the 
other  new  States  together;  and,  in  a  sale  at 
auction,  they  would  have  been  obliged  to  en- 
oounter  bands  of  speculators  of  every  grade, 
from  the  capitalist  who  enters  the  market  and 
buys  on  his  own  money,  down  to  the  contempti- 
ble hnah-money  dealer,  who  often  swindles 
without  money.  Su-,  a  s/stem  of  tiiis  oharacter 
had  grown  up  and  been  matured  among  u^and 
we  had  witnessed  the  banefbl  effects  of  Its 
operation.  No  time  was  to  be  lost ;  for  only  a 
few  days  more  than  two  months  were  to  elaiwe 
between  the  time  at  which  the  measure  was 
under  consideration  and  the  commencement  of 
the  sales.  With  this  threatening  array  of  evils 
before  us,  my  colleagues  and  myself^  on  consul- 
tation as  to  the  most  discreet  and  prudent  course 
for  the  interest  and  safety  of  oar  oonstituents, 
determined  to  pass  the  bill,  if  possible — not  as 
the  most  just  and  equal  measure  which  we  oonld 
have  asked  or  desired,  but  as  the  best  that 
could  then  be  obtained.  We  oould  not  fed 
jostified  in  the  r^eodon  of  relief  to  one  por- 
^OD,  because  it  could  not  be  eqiuUly  extended 
to  ail ;  and,  if  we  had  done  so,  we  would  have 
merited  and  received  the  execrations  of  all. 
For  one,  I  should  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  have 
obtfUned  relief  for  any  portion,  however  few, 
if  nothing  better  could  have  been  done. 

Mr.  Batlob  also  supported  the  bill,  and 
replied  to  Hr,  Ibvin. 

Mr.  Ibvin  rejoined  more  at  large  against  the 
bill. 

Mr.  WioELiFFB  commenced  a  speech  in  fkvor 
of  the  bill,  and  had  spoken  some  time,  when  he 
gave  way  to  a  motion  to  a^oiUTL 


Wedbbbdat,  February  16. 
Smolutionary  Soldier*. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  ^e  act  of 
1826,  for  the  relief  of  certMn  surviving  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  revolution. 

[This  bill,  as  usual  on  all  bills  making  general 
provision  on  the  subject  of  pensions,  gave  rise 
to  much  debate;  especially  on  the  often  dis- 
cussed quesUon  of  including  the  militia  in  the 
relief  extraded  to  the  regular  soldiers.  The 
debate  on  tills  question  arose  on  a  motion  by 
"Mr.  TvoKKB,  of  South  (^rolina,  to  include  the 
militia  volanteers  and  State  troops  in  the  pres- 
ent bill,  wbion  was  ultimately  adopted,  almost 
Iff  general  consult    The  gentlemen  who 
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entered  into  the  discussion  (some  of  them  re- 
peatedly) were,  Messrs.  Vkbpusoe,  Davis,  of  ■ 
Mass.,  wnjjAus,  Tdckxb,  Tatlob,  OsiLxoir, 
Cbaiq,  BunaBS,  Bates,  Biohabds(ut,  Hmranra- 
TON,  Spbnobb,  of  New  York,  MoDuTFn,  i£L  & 
finzppBBD,  Stboito,  Wilds,  Oaxfbeix,  Eixs- 

WOKTH,  SPBIOHT,  BABBmOBB,  PoLK,  and  SwiET.] 

Hr.  Buboes  supported  the  proposition,  and 
the  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Mr.  Wildb 
and  Hr.  Bates,  the  latter  of  whom  su^ested 
that  a  pro  rata  compensation  should  be  allowed 
to  all  who  had  served,  whether  in  the  line  or 
the  militia,  either  for  nine  or  six  months.  This 
he  thought  necessary  to  be  done,  and  it  was 
equally  necessary  that  it  ^ould  be  done 
speedily. 

Mr.  Tatlob  moved  an  eraendment,  provid- 
ing that  the  State  troops,  Tolnnteers,  or  militi^ 
who  should  at  one  or  more  times  have  ■erred 
for  two  years,  or  fbr  any  pwiod  not  less  than 
six  monua,  should  be  included  within  the  ben- 
efits of  the  act.  - 

Mr.  Ellswobth  opposed  the  amendment; 
but  it  was  carried  without  a  division. 

Hr.  Spbioht  moved  an  amendment  provid- 
ing that  the  provisions  of  the  act  should  only 
extend  to  those  who  are  now,  and  may  be 
hereafter,  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  applying 
to  their  country  for  support 

Mr.  Babbinoeb  hoped  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Spbioht)  would  not  press  his  amendme^it.  It 
would  continue  and  increase  the  odious  distinc- 
tion at  present  existing  in  penuon  uses  on  the 
part  of  the  rich  and  poor,  by  whi<di  the  latter 
were  obliged,  were  compelled  to  prove  them- 
selves to  be  paupers  before  they  could  be  enti- 
tled to  a  reward  for  their  services. 

Mr.  Polk  said  that  he  should  vote  for  the 
amendment  The  original  pennon  law  of  1818 
contained  a  similar  provision,  as  also  m  tiiat 
of  1828. 

Hr.  Tvoeeb  followed,  aud  midnt^ned  thtrt 
the  pensioning  of  the  militia  was  nothing  more 
than  the  payment  of  a  debt  of  gratitude  due 
by  the  nation  to  those  who  had  fought  for  and 
obtained  its  independence.  He  moved  that  tiie 
committee  rise,  and  repwt  the  Inll ;  biUi  after- 
wards withdrew  hia  motion -by  request 

The  sul^eot  was  ftirther  discussed  by  Meeara. 
A.  H.  SnsppBBD,  Speight,  Bates,  and  BuBaEB. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Spbioht's 
amendment ;  which  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of 
yeas  84,  nays  not  counted. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HuimNGTOir,  a  pro- 
vision was  adopted  to  allow  to  the  widow  or 
children  of  a  deceased  pensioner  the  balance  of 
the  senu-annual  pension  following  his  decease. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
bUl  as  amended,  and  the  House  concurred  in 
the  amendments  of  the  committee. 

iSr.  HoObbebt  then  submitted  the  fbllowing 
amendment : 

And  b«  it  furiKer  enacted.  That  the  provisions  of 
the  set  for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  revolaUoB,  passed  the  15th  day  of  Usy,  1828, 
shall  not  hereafter  be  extended  to  offioen  who  wen 
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MMttioiidoned  ifter  the  SOth  day  of  December,  1781, 
■onlesv  thej  were  in  tbe  service  jirior  to  the  date  of 
their  commlsaions,  and  that  all  such  oflBceri  who  are 
now  receiving  pensioDS,  be  stricken  from  the  roll 
from  and  after  tbe  passing  of  this  act, 

Mr.  MoO.  said  that  he  woaldj  in  a  very  few 
words,  Btate  Mb  reason  for  offering  to  the  oon- 
nderatioa  of  the  Hoiute  this  ameadment  to  the 
bill.  He  said  that  it  was  notorioas  that  com- 
miBsioDB  were  granted  to  many  after  there  was 
any  active  serTtoe  performed,  and  that  many  of 
those  who  were  tnaB  commissioned,  had  not 
performed  any  kind  of  eerrioe  prior  to  the  date 
of  their  commissions,  and,  conaeqnentJy,  per- 
fimned  none  afterwiu^  He  said  that  his  at- 
tentioQ  had  been  called  to  this  anbject  by  a 
fkot,  which  came  to  his  knowledge  some  time 
last  session,  which  was,  that  a  certain  prodding 
judge  in  Pennsylvania,  ^rongh  tiie  innnence  ^ 
Bome  of  his  fKend&  teoAvea  a  commission  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  1783,  whrai  he  was 
qalte  a  yonng  man;  and,  althon^  he  ncTM* 
performed  any  duty,  either  before  or  after  he 
was  commissioned,  is  now  Receiving  a  pennon. 
If  this  jndge  was  a  poor  nan,  he  woidd  not 
make  any  objection,  but  this  was  not  the  case. 
From  the  best  information  he  was  able  to  col- 
lect, he  said,  this  jndge  was  worth  more  than 
one  handred  thonsand  dollars,  and  had  an  an- 
nual salaiT  of  sixteen  handred.  He  said  thaL 
in  his  ojanioii,  it  never  was  the  intuition  of 
this  Qovemmeat  to  grant  peudons  under  moh 
oircamBtanoes,  and  euflfer  thousands  of  merito- 
rious soldiers  to  drag  out  the  renuunder  of  their 
days  in  |>0Terty  and  want  He  said  ^at  he 
£elt  but  bttle  interest  on  this  sabject ;  but  he 
Mt  it  to  be  his  dut7  to  bring  it  before  the 
House,  and  with  their  decision  he  would  be 
satisfied. 

Mr.  DoDDBiZKtB  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which,  being  sustained,  cat  off  Kr. 
MoObs&bt's  motion. 

The  quesHon  being  put  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  mgrossed,  and  read  a  third  time^  it  was 
carried  by  the  following  vote : 

YxAs. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Angel,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Noyes  Barber,  Barringer,  Hartley,  Bates,  Baylor, 
Beekinan,Boon,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bar- 
see,  Batman,  Gaboon,  (Wibreleng,  Campbell,  Chan- 
dler, Clulds,  Chilton,  Clark,  Coleman,  Gondict,  Con- 
ner, Cowles,  Crane,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Creigbton, 
Crowiunabield,  John  Davis,  Deberry,  Deony,  De 
Witt,  DickineoD,  Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Dudley,  Dun- 
can, Earll,  Ellsworth,  Geo.  Evans,  Joshua  Evans, 
Horace  Everett,  Findlay,  finch.  Ford.  Forward, 
Gaither,  Gilmore,  Orennell,  Halsey,  Harvey,  Haw- 
kins, Hinds,  Holland,  HoffWan,  Hubbard,  Hugbea, 
Hunt,  Huiitingtou,  Ihrie,  William  W.  Irvin,  Jarris, 
Johns,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kincaid,  Per- 
klne  King,  Adam  King,  Leavitt,  I<ecompte,  Leiper, 
Lyon,  Hagee,  Harr,  Martindale,  T.  Maxwell,  UcGree- 
ry,  Mclntire,  Mercer,  MitcbeU,  Muhlenberg,  Over- 
ton, PeftTce,  Pettis,  I^erson,  Randolpli,  Reed,  Ben- 
ch er,  Richardson,  Rossel,  Sanford,  Scott,  Wm.  B. 
Oiepaid,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Semmea,  SiU,' 
SmiUi,  Kidiutl  Speneer,  Sterisere,  W.  L.  Storra, 
Strong,  Sutherland,  Svaan,  Swift|  Taylor,  Test, 
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John  Th  ompeon,  Tracy,  Iwiker,  TarAani,Terpbuu^ 
Washington,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  G.  P.  Whit^ 
Edward  D.  White,  WUde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Tancey, 
Toung — 126. 

Kays. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Armstrongs 
Barnwell,  James  BUir,  John  Blair,  Bockee,  Clai- 
bome,  Clay,  Coke,  Craig,  Crooberon,  Davenport,  W. 
R.  Davis,  Desha,  Draper,  Drayton,  Foster,  Fry,  Gor- 
don, Haynes,  Howard,  Oave  Johnson,  Lamar,  Lea, 
Letcher,  Lewis,  Lo^rall,  Lum^ddn,  HcDuffle,  Nuck- 
olls, Polk,  Potter,  Roane,  Speight,  Sprigg,  Standeier, 
Wiley  Thompson,  Trezvant,  Vance,  YinUHi,  Wayne, 
WicklitTe— 18. 

The  House  then  a^onmed. 


Thursday,  February  17. 

Jitdieiartf—JBmeAl  of  3eo.  36  of  ^  Ja 
o/im. 

The  House  resumed  the  oonrideratdon  of  the 
resolution  proposing  to  print  six  thousand  addi- 
tional copies  of  the  reports  of  the  mi\jority  and 
minority  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  FoarsB  intimated  an  intention  of  taking 
a  course  of  some  latitude  on  the  genwal  ques- 
tion, in  the  remarks  which  he  should  c^er; 
when 

Mr.  BAj^iKGSB  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
He  desired  to  know  of  the  Chair  whether,  after 
a  subject  had  been  before  the  House,  and  Snally 
acted  on,  (as  the  bill  to  repeal  the  S6t^  section 
of  the  judiciary  act  had  been,)  it  was  in  cvder 
for.  members  to  go  into  the  merits  of  that  sahn 
ject,  on  an  inoidental  question  to  print  a  docu- 
ment. 

The  Spbaerb  replied,  that  it  was  not  posEd- 
ble  for  the  Chair  to  prevent  members  ft-om 
going  into  the  merits  of  the  reports,  to  show 
why  an  extra  number  ought  or  ought  not  to  be 
printed.  They  must  be  permitted  to  do  so  if 
they  ohose,  however  much  the  House  or  the 
Chair  might  regret  it.  It  was  a  constitution^ 
right  which  the  Chur  could  not  restrict.  On 
the  question  dmply  to  mint  the  reports  for  the 
House,  the  debate  would  not  be  in  order ;  but^ 
on  a  motion  to  print  an  extra  number,  the  de- 
bate fna  the  mrauB  could  not  be  restndned  Irjr 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  BABRnroKB  would  not  contest  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  although  he  still  thou^t 
the  latitude  taken  in  the  debate  irregular,  and 
would  be  glad  if  some  gentlranan  would  sug- 
gest a  mode  by  whi<^  the  sense  of  the  House 
might  be  taken  on  it. 

Mr.  FosTSB  then  resumed,  and  entered  into 
a  review  of  the  proceedings  which  had  been 
had  on  this  subject.  Several  weeks  ago,  the 
Committee  on  uie  Judiciary  were  instructed, 
by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  or  amending  tbe 
26th  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of  1TS9. 
Scarcely  had  this  resolution  passed,  when  as 
alarm  was  sounded  through  the  newspapers, 
and  the  people  were  warned  that  a  deep  and 
&ta]  blow  was  meditated  against  the  great 
ju^al  tiibunal  ot  the  oountary.  The  commit- 
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tee  were  denoonoed  erea  in  anticipation ;  and 
we  were  threatened  with  the  reproaches  and 
indignation  of  the  people,  if  we  presamed  to 
toaob  Urn  hallowed  law.  Bat  a  m^ority  of 
Ae  eonunittee,  aetang  under  a  oonsoioofl  sense 
d  duty,  had  the  tenierityf  in  the  midst  of  these 
■lanna,  and  in  the  ftoe  m  tbia  galling  fire  from 
the  preu,  to  make  a  report  recoRUQeadlng  the 
rejMw  of  the  section  in  qoestion,  aooompanied 
with  a  bill  for  that  porpose.  The  minority  of 
oar  adsociatea,  under  a  sense  of  doty  eqoallj 
oonscientions,  have  sabmitted  the  counter  re- 
port which  is  now  on  the  table. 

The  bill  thos  reported,  it  was  ozpeoted,  woold 
have  taken  the  nsnal  course ;  but,  instead  of 
this,  even  its  second  readine  was  objected  to, 
and  its  r^ection  moved,  and,  on  this  motion, 
the  preTtoos  qaestioa  was  ordered :  so  that  all 
opportqnity  of  discaanng  its  principles  was  en- 
tirely prevented ;  and  this,  too,  i^ter  a  remark 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Viivlnia, 
(Mr.  DoDoaiDos,)  t£at  the  bill  reported  was 
e^DiTslent  to  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  Union, 
fiir,  we  were  not  even  allowed  to  repel  the  im- 
putations thus  oast  on  ns. 

[Here  the  Spbajeeb  reminded  Ur.  Fostbb 
that  it  was  not  in  order  to  allnde  to  the  bill 
which  had  been  reported  by  the  committee, 
nor  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Honse  with  re- 
gard to  it.  He  most  be  confined  to  the  princi- 
ples contained  in  the  reports  proposed  to  be 
printed.]  ^ 

Kr.  F.  resumed.  In  order  to  confine  himself 
to  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Ohair,  he  must 
pass  over  some  remarks  he  intended  to  have 
made,  and  oome  immediately  to  the  reports. 

The  m^ority  of  the  Judiciary  Oommittee,  of 
whom,  said  Mr.  F.,  I  am  one,  mMntun  that 
the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of 
1789  confers  upon  the  Sapreme  Oonrt  of  the 
United  States  powers  not  authorized  nor  con- 
templated by  tne  constitaUon.  It  is  my  pur- 
pose  to  present  some  views,  in  addition  to  those 
embraced  in  the  report,  to  estabUsh  this  posi- 
tion. And,  in  the  outset^  I  will  notice  an  ail- 
ment with  which  we  are  so  often  met  on  ques- 
tions of  this  kind.  The  law,  of  which  the  sec- 
tion under  consideration  is  a  part,  was  passed 
shortly  after  the  ad(H>tion  of  the  ftaderai  oon- 
gtitntien.  Man^  of  the  members  of  the  Oon- 
greas  by  which  it  was  waoted,  were  also  mem- 
bers of  the  eonvention  which  framed  the  con- 
stitation;  they,  we  are  told,  certainly  knew 
what  powers  were  intended  to  be  conferred  on 
the  different  departments  of  the  Government, 
and  would  not  nave  attempted  to  confer  pow- 
ers not  anthorized  by  the  constitution.  Mr. 
Speaker,  there  is  madi  force  in  this  argument 
I  place  great  reliance  on  the  exposition  of  con- 
stitutional powers  made  by  those  who  aided  in 
the  formation  and  adoption  of  the  great  char- 
ter of  this  Government.  But,  sir,  the  arga- 
ment  in  this  instance  proves  too  much  for  our 
adversaries — ^it  applies  with  equal  force  to 
every  part  of  tiiis  jadidary  act ;  and  yet  one 
clause  (tf  it  haa  already  been  declared  bj  the 
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Sapreme  Ck>art  to  be  miconstitutional.  The 
ISth  section  of  that  act  provides,  among  other 
things,  that  the  Supreme  Court  *'  sh^  have 
the  power  to  issue  writs  of  mandamus  in  cases 
warranted  by  the  principles  and  usages  of  law, 
to  any  courts  appointed  or  persons  holding 
office  under  tiie  authority  of  the  United  States." 
But,  in  the  celebrated  ease  of  Marbury  ««mii 
Mr.  Madison,  as  Secretary  of  State,  the  Su- 
preme Oourt  determined  that  the  authority 
thus  given  was  not  warranted  by  the  oonBtito- 
tion.  So,  sir,  gentlemen  must  admit  that  tiie 
passing  of  this  law  by  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution and  their  ootemporarles  is  not  concla> 
sive  as  to  its  constitutionality,  or  that  the  Su- 

Ereme  Court  have  erred  in  their  decismt--^ 
eresy  which  charity  itself  woold  soaroely  tuA- 
erate  at  this  day. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  call  the  attention  of 
the  Honse  to  another  section  of  this  act  The 
oonstitnticm  declares  that  "  tiie  Jndidal  power 
(of  the  United  States^  lAall  «tend  to  all  easea 
in  law  and  equity,  arising  under  this  oonstitn- 
tion,"  &c. ;  and,  after  enumerating  other  snh- 
jeets  of  jurisdiction,  specifies  *'  controversies 
between  citizens  of  different  States."  The 
clause  first  read  is  general ;  the  power  extends 
to  "  all  cases  in  law  and  equity,  arising  under 
the  constitution,"  Ac,  and  even  the  latter 
clause  is  entirely  unqualified;  no  particular 
class  of  controversies  between  citizens  of  dif- 
ferent States  "  is  designated,  and  no  power  is 
given  to  Congress  to  limit  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  conrt  And  yet,  in  providiiig  for  the 
exennse  of  this  Jurisdiction  by  the  drouit 
courts  of  the  United  States,  "  in  aidts  of  a  civil 
nature  at  common  law^  or  in  equity,  where  the 
United  States  are  plamtiflfo,  or  an  alien  is  a 
party,  or  the  suit  is  between  a  citizen  of  the  State 
where  the  snit  is  brought,  and  a  citizen  of  an- 
other State,"  the  eleventh  section  of  the  judi- 
ciary act  requires  that  the  matter  in  dispute 
ahoald  "  exceed,  exclusive  of  costs;  the  sum  or 
value  of  five  hundred  dollars."  Will  any  gen- 
tieman  show  me  where  the  authority  is  given 
to  regulate  the  power  of  the  courts,  or  the 
rights  of  the  parties,  by  the  amount  in  contro- 
versy 1  What  clause  of  the  constitution  gives 
Oonmu  the  power  to  throw  opoi  the  doors  of 
the  federal  courts  to  an  individnal  who  has  a 
demand  of  ax  hundred  dollars,  and  dose  them 
sg^nst  him  who  cbdnis  only  fbar  hondxedl 
None,  dr;  there  is  no  sooh  danso;  thedis- 
tinction  is  entirdy  arbitrary  and  unauthor- 
ized. 

Sir,  there  is  another  section  of  this  act  which 
merita  some  consideration.  The  twdfth  sec-- 
tion  provides,  that,  "  if  a  suit  be  commenced 
in  any  State  oourt  ogunst  an  alien,  or  by  a  cit- 
izen of  the  State  iu  which  the  suit  is  brought 
against  a  citizen  of  another  State,  and  the  mat- 
ter in  dispute  exceeds  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars,  and  the  defendant  shall,  at  the  time  of 
entering  his  ^tpearanoe  in  sooh  State  coort^  file 
a  petitiw  iat  the  removal  of  the  oanse  for  trial 
into  the  next  (United  States)  drooit  oourt  to  be 
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held  in  the  district  where  the  suit  is  pending," 
then,  on  certMn  conditions,  the  State  court  is 
prohibited  from  proceeding  anj  fbrtber,  but 
the  oanae  shall  be  removed  to  the  drcalteonrt, 
"  and  then  proceed  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it 
had  been  brooght  there  by  ori^^nal  prooess." 
Hr.  Speaker,  in  mj  view,  uils  is  a  most  extra- 
ordinary provision.  Here  Is  an  instance  of  a 
court's  being  onsted  of  its  legitimate  jurisdic- 
tion, without  being  permitted  to  pronoonoe  a 
judgment,  and  that  without  the  consent  of  one 
of  the  parties.  I  Bay  its  legitimate  jurisdiction 
— for  it  ia  not  pretended  that  the  cause  which 
may  be  thus  removed  ia  not  cognizable  by  the 
State  court.  If  this  were  the  case,  tbe  party 
would  have  only  to  plead  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court,  and  terminate  the  suit  at  once.  But 
the  law,  from  its  phraseology,  evidently  coq- 
templstes  causes  in  which  the  State  courts  have 
eonourrent  jnrisdiotion  with  tiie  oooits  of  the 
United  States ;  and,  if  the  defendant  chooses 
to  submit  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  court, 
and  permit  his  cause  to  be  tried,  its  judgment 
wonid,  doubtless,  be  valid  and  biodiog.  Here, 
then,  the  court  is  dependent  on  tbe  consent  of 
the  pari;y  for  the  exercise  of  its  jurisdiction.  I 
repeat  that  this  is  a  most  extraordinary  pro- 
vision, and,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  without  a 
precedent :  certainly  the  country  from  which 
we  derive  most  of  our  principles  of  juriapru- 
draice  furnishes  no  similar  proceedings,  and  I 
am  not  aware  that  there  are  any  in  any  of  the 
States  where  they  have  coarta  of  diffiarent 
grades,  possessiDg,  in  many  instances^  oonenr- 
rent  jnrisdicdon.  I'  will  not  say  that  the 
]aw  giving  this  privilege  of  removing  a  cause 
frnn  ihe  State  to  the  United  States  oourta,  is 
eoDbtLTj  to  the  constitution ;  but  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  such  a  prooeediug  was  contemplated 
by  the  flramers  of  that  inatrument.  I  have  re- 
ferred to  these  different  sections  of  the  judi- 
dary  act,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  how 
much  is  wanting  of  that  perfection  which  is 
imputed  to  it,  and  to  lessen  that  sanctity  which 
is  attempted  to  be  thrown  -round  it  I  now 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  section 
more  immediately  in  question — ^that  section 
which  gives  to  tiie  Supreme  Ooart  its  omnipo- 
tent powers. 

The  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  act  referred 
to  decluw  that  "  a  final  judgment  or  decree  in 
any  suit  ia  the  highest  court  of  law  or  equity 
of  a  State  in  which  a  decision  in  the  suit  could 
be  had,  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  validity 
of  a  treaty  or  statute  of,  or  an  authority  exer- 
cised under,  the  United  States,  and  the  decision 
is  against  tneir  validity ;  or  where  ia  drawn  in 
question  the  validity  of  a  statute  of^  or  an  au- 
thority exercised  under,  any  State,  on  the 
ground  of  their  being  repugnant  to  the  consti- 
tution, treaties,  or  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  deoidon  is  in  favor  of  snch  their  valid- 
ity," &c,  "  may  be  re-etauined,  and  reversed 
or  affirmed,  in  the  Supreme  Oourt  of  the  United 
States  npon  a  writ  of  error,"  &c.  The  first 
idea  that  sagguta  itself  to  the  mind,  in  reading 


this  section,  is,  the  distinction  made  between 
the  parties  to  the  suit,  in  allowing  an  appeaL 
An  action  is  brought  in  a  State  court;  the  de- 
fendant sets  np,  in  his  defence^  a  treaty,  or  tbe 
eonstitotion,  or  a  law  of  the  United  States.  If 
there  be  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  Soin^e 
Court;  from  the  deoinon  which  may  lie  made, 
it  mnst  be  derived  from  that  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution conferring  on  the  Supreme  Court  its 
appeUate  powers ;  but  that  clause  extends  the 
power  to  "  all  cases  in  law  or  equity,  arising 
under  the  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  treaties  made  under  their  author^ 
ity;"  whereas  this  twenty-fifth  section  confines 
it  to  cases  where  the  decision  shall  be  against 
the  validity  of  the  treaty,  oonstitntion,  &c. 
The  case,  then,  so  far  as  regards  the  Supreme 
Court,  arises  under  tbe  deoinon  <tf  the  State 
court,  and  not  nnder  the  ccastitnldai  or  ixeeitj. 
The  party  who  sets  up  this  defence  haa  a 
douhle  advuitage :  if  his  plea  is  overruled,  he 
appeals  to  the  Snpreme  Conrt,  where  the  de- 
cision may  be  reversed ;  but,  if  it  is  snstained, 
bis  adversary  has  no  resort—the  judgment  of 
the  State  court  is  final.  Is  there  not  manifest 
inequality  tmA  injustice  here  ?  And  will  gen- 
tlemen tell  ns  by  what  forced  construction  of 
the  constitution  (that  convenient  auxiliary  of 
the  advocates  for  power)  they  estebli^  the 
right  of  Congress  thus  to  discriminate  between 
individuala  prosecutiiig  their  ri^te  in  oar 
courts  of  justice?  Sir,  this  is  the  law  on 
which,  we  are  gravely  told,  tiie  union  of  these 
States  depends—the  provisions  of  which  are 
so  perfect,  and  its  character  so  sacred,  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  hcmoraUe  gentleman  ttom 
Pennsylvania,  (Uf.  Ouwiobd,)  even  to  touch 
it  is  profanity  1 

I  come  now,  said  Mr.  F.,  to  the  prindpal, 
and  much  the  most  important,  featnre  of  this 
celebrated  section — the  power  it  confers  on  the 
Supreme  Court  to*  re-examine  and  reverse  the 
judgments  of  the  State  courts.  And  here,  rir, 
the  simple  inquiry  is,  whether  this  power  is 
given  by  the  oonstitation.  For,  if  it  is  not,  it 
will  not  t>e  contended  that  it  can  be  conferred 
by  statute.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  oonstita- 
tion does  give  the  power,  a  repeal  oi  Ihis  sec- 
tion wonld  not  prevent  the  ezerdse  of  it  by 
the  court.  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments  of  ^e  OoTenmient  are 
specified  and  defined  hj  the  constitution ;  the 
mode  of  their  exercise  is,  in  many  instances, 
prescribed  by  statute.  If  the  twenty-fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  judiciary  act  had  merely  pointed 
out,  the  manner  in  which  appeals  shonld  be 
taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  there  could  be  no 
objection  to  it — it  would  then  only  have  been 
necessary  to  turn  to  tbe  constitution,  and  ascer- 
tein  to  what  oases,  and  from  what  tribunal, 
this  right  applies.  Bnt  onr  objection  is,  that, 
by  this  section,  powers  are  conferred  on  the 
Bnpreme  Court,  not  authorized  by  the  ccwwtitu- 
tion,  and  alarming  to  the  righte  of  the  State 
courts,  and  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  States. 

The  first  aq;nnient  which  I  would  urge,  (and 
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to  my  mind  it  is  perfeotly  conclasiTe,)  to  show 
that  the  oonstitation  do«i  not  give  the  Supreme 
Ooart  the  right  to  review  and  decide  apon  the 
jadgmeDto  of  the  State  conrta,  is,  that  that 
power  is  not  epeoifiM  in  the  oonstitation  itself. 
The  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  are 
divided  into  three  departments,  legislative,,  ex- 
«i»tive,  and  iadioiaL  l^e  powers  assigned  to 
eadi  are  speotfied  and  defined— and  to  none  of 
iba  departments  man  ^tarlioiilariy  thui  to  the 
Ji^ciaL  Very  extensive  (and  I  will  add 
alarming)  powers  are  given  to  it ;  yet  they  are 
specific^y  ennmerated.  The  agents,  too,  by 
whom  these  powers  are  to  be  administered,  are 
pointed  ont— -by  *'one  Supreme'  Ooart,  and 
such  ioferior  oonrta  -^a  Congress  may,  from 
time  to  time,  ord^n  and  establish." 

Let  it  be  remembered  that,  throaghont  the 
oonstitation,  there  is  not  the  slightest  oonnec- 
tion  indicated  between  any  of  the  departments 
of  the  Federal  with  similM*  departments  of  the 
State  Governments.  No  such  conneotion  was 
ifl^oBded,  and,  least  of  alL  a  sapervisozy  power 
over  any  departments  <a  the  8t^  Govem- 
mmts,  acting  within  the  sphere  of  their  re- 
ti^aed  sovereignty.  Have  gentlemen  forgotten 
the  proposition  made  in  the  federal  convention 
to  vest  Congress  with  the  power  to  negative 
the  laws  of  the  State  Legislatures  ?  And  can 
there  be  a  doubt  that  an  effort  to  give  the  fed- 
oral  judiciary  the  power  to  revise  and  reverse 
the  jadgments  of  the  State  courts  would  have 
shared  the  same  fate  f  Sir,  the  jealousy  and 
apprehensions  entertained  by  the  friends  of  the 
r^hts  of  the  States,  at  the  powers  proposed  to 
be  pven  to  the  General  Government,  are  mat- 
ters at  history,  and  how  well  fonnded  they 
were,  let  history  answer. 

Bat,  sir,  there  is  another  reason,  which  is 
very  satisfactory  to  me  that  this  right  of  ap- 
peu  from  a  State  to  the  United  States  court 
was  not  nnderstood,  at  the  formation  of  the 
oonstitation,  to  have  been  given ;  and  that  is, 
that,  in  the  debates  of  the  State  conventions 
on  tiie  ratification  of  the  constitution,  there  is 
no  reference  to  this  power.  Had  such  been 
the  understanding,  the  clause  supposed  to  con- 
fer it  oould  not  have  passed  unnoticed.  What, 
t&r,  a  clause  which  has  the  tendency,  not  only 
to  prostrate  the  dignity  of  State  courts,  but  to 
hnmble  Uie  sovereignty  of  State  Governments, 
at  the  foot  of  this  august  tribunal,  not  to  have 
eUcited  vna  a  pasnng  remark  1  'When  every 
part  of  the  oonstitntion  was  so  scmtuiized,  and 
almost  every  power  proposed  to  be  conferred 
BO  zealoosly  resisted  by  those  jealous  advocates 
'  of  State  rights  in  the  Virginia  convention,  can 
it  be  believed  that  this  orershadowing,  this 
omnipotent  power,  would  have  excited  00  ap- 

Prehension  ?  Sir,  if  the  keen  and  eagle  eye  of 
'atrick  Henry  haid  hut  detected  it  lurking  nn- 
'  der  those  terms,  "  appellate  jorisdiction  " — had 
he  imagined  tluit  it  referred  to  appeals  from 
State  courts,  he  would  have  exposed  and  de- 
noanced  it--4ad  in  that  glowing  and  powerful 
doqaanoe  whidh  was  bo  peeuliarly  his  own,  he 
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would  have  warned  his  countrymen  of  "  the 
chains  that  were  forging  for  them." 

But,  sud  Mr.  F.,  I  have  some  other  evidence, 
of  rather  a  more  direct  and  positive  character ; 
and  to  this  I  particularly  ask  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.  The  convaDr- 
tion  of  that  State  which  ratified  the  federal 
constitadon  proposed  a  number  of  amendr 
menta,  and  among  than  was  the  following: 
"That  the  Congress  shall  not  constitnte,  or^ 
daio,  or  establwi  any  tribunals  of  inferiw 
courte  with  any  other  than  appellate  jurisdio- 
tion,  except  such  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
trial  of  causes  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jn- 
risdietion,  and  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felo- 
nies committed  on  the  high  seas ;  and  iu  all 
other  cases  to  which  the  judicial  power  of  the 
TJnited  States  extends,  and  in  which  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  has  not 
original  jurisdiction,  the  canses  shall  be  heard, 
triM,  ai^  determined  in  some  one  of  the  State 
courts,  with  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Ooort  of  the  United  States,  or  other  proper 
tribunal,  to  be  established  for  that  purpose  by 
the  Congress,  wiUi  snch  exceptions,  and  undw 
such  regulations,  as  the  Congress  shall  make." 
Now,  sir,  can  we  have  any  doubt  of  the  opin- 
ion entertained  by  this  convention  as  to  the 
appellate  power  conferred  on  the'  Supreme 
Court  by  the  constitution  i  Will  gentlemen  be- 
lieve that  that  convention  of  ssges  would  have 
gravely  proposed  to  amend  the  constitution  so 
as  to  confer  powers  already  granted  ?  Sir,  no 
man  can  believe  it.  They  conceived,  as  the 
m^ority  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  now 
allege,  that  this  constitution  did  not  pve  thia 
right  of  appeal ;  and,  for  the  egression  of  this 
opinion,  we  have  been  denoonoed  in  unmeas- 
ured terms.  Sir,  gentlemen  mnet  pardon  me 
when  I  tell  them  they  have  not  examined  this 
question;  they  have  been  alarmed  by -the 
clamor  which  was  raised,  and  were  afraid  to 
suffer  even  a  discussion  of  the  subject,  lest  thepr 
too  should  be  classed  with  the  nnllifiers,  trai- 
tors, and  disunionists. 

In  reference  to  the  provision  of  removing 
oerbun  cases  from  the  State  courts  to  the 
United  States  cireait  ooort,  previous  to  any 
judgment  being  rendered,  I  stated^  said  Hr.  F., 
that  I  believed  this  was  a  provisKm  pwfeotJ^ 
anomalous ;  that  there  was  no  preoedent  for  it 
in  England,  nor  in  any  of  tiie  States.  I  have 
since  onderstood  that  in  some  of  the  States 
cases  may  be  transfnrred  from  the  court  in 
which  they  were  commenced  to  one  of  a  higher 
grade.  I  mske  this  correction,  because  I  do 
not  wish  to  found  an  argument  on  any  errone- 
ous assumption  of  facts.  There  is,  however,  a 
wide  difference  between  removing  cases  from 
one  court  to  another  of  the  same  State,  and  a 
removal  from  a  Stete  court,  clothed,  by  the 
constitution  of  its  own  State,  with  power  to 
hear,  and  finally  determine,  the  oanse,  to  a  court 
of  the  United  States.  Between  the  former,  by 
the  constitution  of  the  States  there 'is  a  direot 
connection  i  not  so  wUh  uie  latter.  And 
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although  it  was  competent  to  the  fwners  of 
the  ooDstitutioQ  to  hare  given  that  ri|;ht  of  re- 
moring  a  case  from  the  State  to  the  United 
States  ooart,  I  oannot  oonceive  that  that  right 
ia  fairly  inferrible  from  the  constitation  as  it 
now-  Btanda. 

jBnt  if  Hiia  right  does  exist,  and  if  Congress 
may  now,  by  law,  provide  for  its  exenuse,  it 
fiirnishes  one  of  the  strongest  argnioenta  agi^nst 
the  right  of  appeal  from  the  jud^ent  of  a 
State  ooart.  For  if  a  party,  on  being  sued  in 
a  State  court  may  remove  the  caase  to  a  fede- 
ral court,  and  dbes  not  choose  to  avail  himself 
of  his  privilege,  he  cannot  complain  oi  the 
judgment  which  may  be  rendered ;  he  has  vol- 
nntarily  submitted  to  the  jnrisdiction  of  the 
State  ooart,  and  should,  therefore,  be  bound  to 
abide  tiie  decision.  The  plaintiff  having  se- 
lected the  tribunal  to  abjudicate  his  rights, 
would  have  still  leas  oaoie  of  complaint  if  that 
deudon  ahonld  be  agidnst  faiin. 

Hie  disrespect  abown  to  tiie  ^gni^  of  State 
ooarts,  by  snojecting  th^r  judgments  to  revisal 
by  the  Supreme  Court,  is  a  matter  of  little  im- 
portance to  those  who  regard  them  as  inferior 
or  subordinate  to  the  federal  tribunals;  but, 
rir,  regarding,  as  I  do,  the  State  institutions, 
while  acting  within  the  sphere  of  the  sover- 
eignty retained  by  the  States,  as  subordinate  to 
no  power  whatever,  I  never  can  consent  to  see 
them  thus  dc^^raded  in  rank,  and  shorn  of  their 
rif^ts. 

There  are  some  other  clauses  of  the  consti- 
tation conferring  jurisduticm  'on  tiie  Bweme 
Ooart,  the  meaning  and  extent  of  which  I  will 
take  this  ocoarion  to  examine,  as  they  are  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  subject  of  this  in- 
vestigation. I  am  the  more  gratified  at  having 
the  opportunity  to  do  so,  because  it  will  enable 
me  to  enter  into  the  defence  of  certain  princi- 
ples which  have  loi^  been  maintained  by  the 
State  of  which  I  am  an  unworthy  representa- 
tive ;  priiioiplee  which  she  holds  most  sacred 
and  which  she  will  not  tamely  yield.  But  I 
will  not  fEktigue  the  House  with  an  argnmeDt  of 
my  own.  No,  sir,  I  will  not  rely  on  my  ovm 
foeUe  arm,  when  I  have  weu)ons  so  much 
more  powerfiU  boA  effective  witiiin  my  reach. 
Sii^  wiiea  I  present  the  recorded  optniona  and 
expositiona  of  James  Uadison  and  John  Ibv- 
shall,  I  know  they  must  command  the  respect 
of  this  House ;  and  it  is  a  source  of  no  little 
pride  and  gratifioatioDj  tliat  most  of  the  promi- 
nent principles  for  which  Georgia  has  contend- 
ed, in  her  controversies  with  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, are  amply  supported  by  the  opinioDs 
of  these  distinguished  men. 

The  first  clause  of  the  constitution,  to  which 
I  refer,  is  that  which  gives  to  the  Saprnne 
Court  jurisdiction  in  "  oontroveraes  between  a 
State  and  citizens  of  another  State."  Now,  let 
t  UB  hear  the  reason  why  this  power  was  con- 
jured. I  ^ve  it  in  the  words  of  lb.  Uadison, 
and  particularly  invite  the  attention  of  gentle- 
men who  lllace  80  mnoh  reUwoe  on  the  expod- 
tim  of  the  ctustitution  made  ootemporaneoafl^ 
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witii  ito  formation.  I  read  from  Mr.  Kadison*a 
speech  in  the  Virginia  convention,  in  reply  to 
gentlemen  who  were  vehementiy  opposed  to 
the  ratification  of  the  oonstitotion  t  Its  (the 
federal  court's)  jurisdiction  In  oontroversie*  be- 
tween a  State  and  citizens  of  another  State," 
says  the  genUeman,  "  is  much  objected  to,  and 
perhaps  witiioat  reason.  It  is  not  in  the  poww 
of  individuals  to  call  any  State  into  court.  The 
only  operation  it  can  have,  is,  that,  if  a  State 
should  wish  to  bring  salt  agakut  a  dtixen,  it 
must  be  brought  before  the  federal  oourt  It 
appears  to  me  that  this  can  have  no  operation 
bat  this,  to  give  a  citizen  a  rij^t  to  be  beard  In 
the  fedc»*al  courts ;  and,  if  a  State  should  con- 
descend to  be  a  party,  this  court  may  take  cog- 
nizance of  it." 

What  Burs  }£t.  Marahall  on  the  same  sub- 
jeett  "nitii  reqieet  to  disrates  between  » 
State  and  oltiMoa  of  another  State,  its  (the 
fiaderal  coort^)  Jnrisdiotioa  has  been  deened 
with  unusual  veiiemenoe.  I  hope  no  gentle- 
man will  think  that  a  State  will  be  called  at 
the  bar  of  the  federal  oourt.  la  there  no  soeh 
case  at  present  ?  Are  there  not  many  cases  in 
which  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  is  a  party  i 
And  yet  the  State  is  not  sued.  It  is  not  ra- 
tional to  suppose  that  the  sovereign  power  shall 
be  dragged  before  a  court.  The  intent  is,  to 
enable  States  to  recover  claims  of  individuals 
residing  in  other  States.  I  oontrad  this  con- 
struction is  warranted  by  the  words.  But,  say 
they,  (gentiemen  who  had  objected  to  this 
power,)  there  will  be  partisUtj  hi  it,  if  tt  State 
cannot  be  defendant— If  an  individual  cannot 
proceed  to  obtain  judgment  against  a  State, 
tiioQgh  be  may  be  sued  by  a  Statew"  What  is 
Mr.  Marshall's  reply  to  this  objection  t  "  It  is 
necessary  to  be  so,  and  cannot  be  avoided.  I 
see  a  difficulty  in  making  a  State  defendant, 
which  does  not  prevent  its  being  made  plain- 
tiff." Sir,  I  mske  no  oomments  on  these  expo- 
sitions of  federal  court  powon— tiiey  are  too 
plain  to  require  any. 

The  opinions  and  arguments  from  whidi 
these  extracts  have  been  read,  were  dctUvered 
in  the  year  1788.  Who  that  heard  them,  Mr. 
Speaker,  would  have  bdieTed  that,  in  less  than 
five  yean,  n  salt  would  hnve  beu  imtitnted  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Statea,  by  aa 
individual,  agunst  one  of  the  States,  and  that 
t^e  jurisdiction  would  have  been  maintamed 
the  coartf  Yet,  sir,  this  was  done  in  several 
instances ;  and  one  of  the  States  against  which 
snit  was  thus  brought,  was  Georgia  1  that  State 
which  seems  doomed  to  be  the  subject  of  Gen- 
eral Government  experiments.  And  what 
course  did  Georiga  pursue  1  Did  she  quieUy 
submit  to  l>e  dragged  before  the  oourt ! " 
Did  she,  in  the  Iwguage  of  Mr.  Madison, 
"  condescend  to  be  a  party  *'  to  this  suit  t  N<^ 
ar.  She  acted  that  as  she  has  <»  a  more  r»- 
cent  oooasion.  She  considered  the  snmmons 
"to  the  bar  of  the  Federal  (Sopreme)  CkMirt" 
as  an  attack  on  tier  sovereignty;  and  sho disre- 
garded it^  and  readTod  to  protect  hmelf  agidnat 
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any  judgment  that  might  be  reDdered  against 
her.  And  what  was  the  oonseqaenoe  of  her 
firamees  on  that  oocasioal  Althoa^  perhaps, 
ceosored  and  abased  for  a  time,  as  usual,  we 
vvrj  soon  after  had  the  aatisfaction  of  seeing  her 
prloeipke  reot^ized  hy  her  sister  States,  as 
Tu  tdearly  indicated  by  an  amendment  to  the 
conatitatdon,  enresslrproviding  Uiat  "  the  Jq. 
dioial  poww  (H  the  Uiuted  States  ahoald  not 
be  eonatmed  to  extend  to  any  salt  in  law  or 
equity  oomnuBoed  or  proaecnted  sgBiiufe  (hm  of 
the  United  States  by  oitiasns  of  ano&er  State, 
or  by  'citazeoa  or  aalneota  of  ai^  forngn 
State." 

Bnt  there  ia  another  hranoh  of  jarisdicta<Hi 
which  is  ol^med  for  the  Snpreme  Ooort,  under 
the  Gonstitntion,  bat  more  especially  onder  the 
twenty-fifth  sectiim  of  the  jadioiary  aot,  and 
which  has  been,  very  reoently,  absolute:^  de- 
nted by  the  pablio  antfaorities  of  the  State  of 
Georgia.  And  that  is,  the  right  of  the  Sn- 
preme Ooart,  under  its  appellate  power,  to  re- 
Tiew  and  deterraioe  on  the  judgment  of  a  State 
court  in  a  eriminal  proaeoation,  in  whioh  the 
State  is  a  partn'.  Su>,  the  view  t^en'  of  this 
anfa^eot  by  Mr.  Hadisonf  in  tiu  oelelmited  Vir- 
giiua  repwt  <tf  *99,  is  ao  clear  and  oonclnsiTe, 
Uiat  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  read- 
ing it  to  the  Honse :  "  The  ezpreasion  *  cases 
in  law  and  eqoity '  (in  the  ccmstitotiott)  ia 
manifestly  oonnned  to  oases  of  a  civil  nature ; 
And  would  exdudo  oases  of  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion ;  criminal  oases  in  law  and  eqnlty  would 
be  a  language  unknown  to  the  law." 

"  The  sucoeeding  pwigraph  of  Uie  same  aeo- 
tion,"  continnes  the  report,  "  is  in  harmony  " 
with  this  construoUon.  It  is  in  these  words : 

Id  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other  pab- 
lio ndnistera,  and  oonsnla,  and  those  in  wnloh 
a  State  ahall  be  a  party,  the  Snpreme  Court 
shall  hare  original  jurisdiction.  In  all  the 
other  oases,  (indnding  oases  in  law  and  eqni^ 
arising  under  the  constitution,)  the  Supreme 
Court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction,  both  as 
to  law  and  fact,  with  aneh  exceptions,  and  un- 
der such  regolations,  as  Congress  shall  make. 
This  paragraph,  by  expressly  giving  an  appel- 
late jurisdiction  in  oases  of  law  and  equity 
arising  under  the  constitution^  to  fact  as  well 
as  to  Uw,  clearly  ezdndes  criminal  cases,  where 
the  trial  by  jury  is  secored,  because  the  fact  in 
aooh  cases  is  not  a  mbjeot  of  wpeid." 

"  Onee  more  "  (the  report  adds)  "  the  amend- 
mant  last  added  to  the  conatitation  deserm 
attention,  as  tiuvwiog  lif^t  on  this  sul^eot. 
The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall 
not  be  coostmed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law 
or  equity  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one 
of  the  United  States  by  citizens  of  another 
State,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  foreign 
power.  As  it  will  not  be  pretended  that  any 
criminal  proceeding  oonld  take  place  agunst  a 
State,  the  terms  law  or  equity  mast  be  under- 
stood as  qipropriate  to  dvil,  in  «olad<n  of 
oriminal  oases." 

Sooh,  sir,  are  the  ■antiments  and  reasoning 
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of  tiiis  great  statesman  on  this  point.  What 
oonsideration  they  may  be  entitled  to,  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  judgment  of  tike  House.  As, 
however,  his  opinions  on  other  subjects  are  so 
mnoh  sought  after  of  late,  and  so  much  ad- 
mired,  I  trust  they  will  not  be  withont  their 
weight  on  this. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  another  authority, 
bearing  so  direotiy  on  this  point,  that  it  most 
nt^  be  passed  over  uimotioed— and  to  whioh 
the  serious  attention  of  Ihe  ^tlemen  lam 
New  York  is  again  most  specially  invited.  I 
iiave  already  stated  that  when  tiie  convention 
of  that  State  ratified  the  federal  constitution, 
they  proposed  several  amendments,  which  they 
urged  should  bo  adopted.  They  also  prefixed 
to  their  assent  to  the  ratification  a  declaration 
of  certain  rights  and  principles  which  they 
conceived  were  not  affected  by  the  constitu- 
tion, and  then  added :  "  Under  these  impres- 
sions, and  declaring  that  the  rights  afwes^d 
cannot  be  abridged  or  violated,  and  that  the 
explanations  aforesaid  are  contistent  with  the 
said  oonstitntion,"  "We,  the  swd  dele- 
gatee,  do  assent  to  and  ratify  the  sidd  conatita- 
tion." Kowj  sir,  one  of  these,  "explanationa 
consistent  with  the  oonstitntion"  ia  in  these 
words :  "  That  the  *5°dieial  poww  vt  the 
United  States,  in  cases  in  whidi  a  State  may 
be  a  party,  does  not  extend  to  criminal  prose- 
cutions, or  to  authorize  any  salt  by  any  person 
agfunst  a  State."  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  a  well- 
estabUshed  principle  of  toe  common  law,  as 
well  as  the  plun  dictate  of  common  sense,  that 
a  contract  is  to  be  oonstrned  as  understood  by 
the  parties  to  it  at  the  time  it  was  made.  The 
constitution  is  a  contract  between  the  different 
States  of  this  Union.  New  Tork  was  a  partiyf 
and  a  very  important  party,  to  this  oontract; 
and  she  reaolvM  to  leave  no  oncerti^fy  aa  to 
her  understanding  of  it,  or  ctf  the  obligationa 
she  was  abont  to  assume.  Sir,  it  would  real^ 
seem  as  if  the  merabera  of  that  oonventicm 
looked  forward  with  a  prophetic  eye  to  the  dis- 
position of  this  GU>vemmeat  to  aoqulre,  by  the 
aid  of  constmotion,  powers  not  delegated  to  it, 
and  that  they  determined  to  plant  roaod  it  as 
many  guards  as  possible  against  these  danger- 
ous enoroaohments.  And  when,  among  the 
distingnished  names  of  which  that  convention 
was  composed,  we  find  those  of  Jay,  Clinton, 
Hamilton,  Morri&  Livingston,  and  many  oth- 
ers, the  ocHutmotton  which  they  placed  on  the 
oonstibition  is  entitled  to  the  highest  respect, 

Thm  ia  only  one  more  danse  of  the  oonsti- 
tutbn,  with  whioh  I  Intend  to  trouble  the 
House ;  it  is  that  which  extends  the  power  of 
the  Snpreme  Court  to  *'  controversies  between 
a  State  and  foreign  States."  Let  us  Inquire  of 
Mr.  Madison  what  is  the  intent  and  extent  of 
this  jarisdiotion :  '*  The  next  case  (says  this 
gentiemon  in  the  Virginia  convention)  provides 
for  disputes  between  a  foreign  State  and  one  of 
our  States,  should  such  a  case  ever  arise ;  and 
between  a  atizen,  and  a  foreign  citizen,  or  sub- 
ject. I  do  not  conceive  that  any  oontroVersy 
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can  ever  be  decided  in  these  courts,  between 
an  American  and  a  foreign  State,  withoat  the 
consent  of  the  parties.  If  they  consent,  pro- 
vision is  here  made." 

To  this  opinion,  I  beg  leave  to  add  tiiat  of 
Ur.  John  Marshall,  on  the  same  occauon.  In 
reply  to  Mr.  George  Mason,  Mr.  Marshall  sajs : 
"He  (Mr.  Mason)  objects  to  its  (the  federal 
oonrt's)  jurisdietion  in  oontroTormes  between  a 
Btate  and  a  fuvign  State.  Suppose,  says  'he, 
in  sneh  a  stdt  a  foreign  State  is  cast,  will  she 
be  bound  by  the  decisioh  f  If  a  foreign  State 
-bronght  a  suit  against  the  commonwealth  of 
Virginia,  wonld  she  not  be  barred  from  the 
dfurn,  if  the  federal  judiciary  thoaght  it  un- 
just ?  The  previous  consent  of  the  parties  is 
necessary." 

Thus  we  see  these  two  gentlemen  concurring 
in  the  opinion,  that  to  enable  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  to  exercise  this  Jarisdiotion,  the  consent 
of  the  parties,  the  States,  is  indispensable. 

To  show  more  olearij  the  absurdity  of  this 
doetrine,  tiliat  a  fbreign  State  may  brk^  one  of 
these  States  into  the  Saiveme  Ooart,  pennit 
me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  present  a  dn^e  oase.  as  an 
illustration.  There  has  recently  been  a  disrate 
between  the  State  of  Mfune  and  the  province 
of  New  Brunswick.  Instead,  then,  of  setUing 
it  by  negotiation  between  the  two  Oovem- 
neats,  suppose  Great  Britain  had  brought  an 
action  in  the  Supreme  Goort  agunst  Maine,  for 
the  disputed  territory.  Sir,  it  would  have  been 
the  sttutiding  jest  of  the  day ;  it  would  have 
been  too  Indicrous  for  grave  judicial  considera- 
tion. Yet,  a  people  residing  within  the  limits 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  who,  some  four  or  five 
years  ago,  declared  themselves  independent, 
hav&  as  rumor  informs  us,  instituted  snit  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  as  a  fnwgn  nation,  against 
that  State — and  tiiat  too,  under  the  advice  of 
diatingnished  oounsel.  That  such  a  case  will 
be  sustained,  I  cannot  believe,  Georgia  has 
not  only  given  no  consent  to  have  the  case  ad- 
judicated by  the  court,  but  she  -will  not  feel 
nersdf  bound  hj  any  judgment  that  may  be 
awarded. 

Mr.  Speake^  I  have  spoken  of  the  powers  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  particolarty  as  specified  in 
the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  judiciary  act,  as 
being  vast  and  alarming,  I  oononr  most  sin- 
cerely with  the  opinion  expressed  by  my  wot- 
ihy  ftiend  from  Oumecticnt,  (Mr.  Huimiia* 
TONf)  at  tiw  last  session  of  Congress,  thi^  "  in 
oomparison  with  the  jn^ciary,  all  the  other 
departments  of  this  Government  are  weak  and 
powerless."  But,  sir,  when  the  gentleman 
added,  that  it  controlled  even  sovereignty  iteel^ 
by  pointing  it  to  the  clause  which  says,  "  thns 
far  Shalt  Uion  go,  and  no  farther,"  I  confess  I 
did  not  correctly  noderstand  the  import  of  his 
language.  Little,  indeed,  did  I  dream  how 
soon  we  should  have  a  demonstration  of  this 
omnipotence,  aod  that  my  devoted  State  was, 
as  usual,  to  be  the  subject. 

Si(,  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  apeak  of 
tiw  repeated  oonflietB  of  the  State  ot  Qwr^ 
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with  this  Gk)venmieut.-  She  has,  indeed,  had 
her  days  <tf  darkness  and  of  trial — sometimes 
standing  almost  alone,  and  breasting  the  ahnoet 
overwhelming  torrent  of  public  opinion.  But 
she  remainea  firm  and  unmoved ;  aod  when 
the  storm  has  passed  over,  when  the  eziute- 
ment  has  subdded,  she  has  had  Uie  prood  satis- 
faction to  see  her  pHociplea  recognised,  and  to 
hear  her  oonrse  apjanved.  She  still  acts  upoD 
the  same  prinoiplefr— she  still  pursues  the  same 
strughtforward  oonne;  and,  in  her  present 
difBoulties.  she  oonfldwtly  anticipates  the  same 
result.  She  cmly  carries  into  practical  opera- 
tion the  doctrines  so  clearly  laid  down,  and  so 
Mj  maintabied,  by  Madison  and  Marshall ; 
these  are  the  burning  and  ehiuing  lights" 
whidh  illuminate  her  ^th,  and  guide  her 
course ;  and  it  is  for  an  inteUigent  and  impar- 
tial public  to  say  whether,  for  thus  acting,  she 
should  be  plaonl  under  tiie  ban,  and  devoted 
to  destruction. 

Mr.  Weaker,  it  would  be  a  gross  affeotation 
if  I  mn  to  speak  of  the  distingoidMd  indi^- 
uala  who  admrn  the  boich  <n  the  Snpraae 
Court  in  any  other  terms  than  thoee  w  the 
most  profomid  respect.  But  the  reverence 
which  is  so  generally  entertained  for  the  ohar^ 
aotera  of  the  judges  excites  some  of  the  great- 
est apprehenuons  as  to  the  dangers  likely  to 
grow  out  of  the  powers  of  the  court.  Sir,  let 
us  remember  not  only  that  these  judges  are 
fallible,  but  that  they  are  not  immortal.  That 
splendid  orb  which  hss  been  so  long  tbe  centre 
of  this  system — which  in  its  meridian  ahiwe 
with  such  bri^t  ^falgenoe,  and  which  pre- 
serves such  mdd  and  steady  lustre  in  its  even- 
ing hours,  is  fast  vereing  to  the  horizon,  and 
must  soon  set.  Its  aistinguldied  eeoondariea, 
in  the  revolatitms  of  years,  must  also  finish 
their  course— and  who  can  foresee  the  oharao- 
ter  of  their  successors  V  With  the  aame  pow- 
ers, and  without  the  same  purity  of  purpose  to 
direct  them,  who  can  tell  what  mischielb  tbtf 
may  not  commit  t  .gainst  these  dangers  it  is 
our  duty  to  guard.  We  cannot  too  cautiously 
and  securely  provide  agunst  the  exercise  of 
arbitr^  power.  No  policy  is  more  unwise 
and  nnsafs,  than  that  of  conn^g  powers  with 
reference  to  the  individual  by  whom  they  are 
to  be  exercised — no  matter  how  pure  and  ele- 
vated the  oharaoter  of  that  in^vidnal  be. 
Sir,  it  waa  for  the  pui|M)se  of  providing  a^iinat 
fbture  danger,  and  with  the  nope  of  cheeking 
an  evil  wmen  is  cwstantiy  increasbig,  ana 
which  threatens  the  peace  and  hannooy  of  our 
oonntry — the  interference  of  federal  with  State 
authorities— that  the  m^rity  of  the  Judidary 
Committee  were  induced  to  recommend  a  re- 
peal of  that  section  of  our  jadi(dai7  act  whidi 
confers  upon  your  Siqureme  Oomrt  sneh  nnlim- 
ited  powers. 

As  to  the  resolution  immediately  under  con- 
sideration, I  have  only  to  say,  in  ccmdusion, 
that,  as  the  minority  and  minority  of  the  oom- 
mittee  difiWed  so  widdy  in  their  views  of  tJi« 
qoeatioi  preecntod  to  them,  it  ia  botli  ri|^  and 
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proper  that  the  people  at  large  ahonld  see  the 
reasooin?  hj  which  they  have  arrived  at  oon- 
olnsions  bo  entirely  opposite.  After  the  impu- 
tations which  have  b^a  cast  upon  the  major- 
ity, we  consider  it  a  matter  of  strict  jnstioe 
that  their  views  should  be  published,  and  let 
an  unprejudiced  world  determine  whether  we 
have  indeed  been  plotting  treason  in  the  very 
boBom  of  our  national  counsels. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  fbrtlier  provinon 
for  tibe  snrTiving  officers  and  aoldiers,  militia, 
State  troops,  and  rolantewa,  of  the  revolntion- 
try  aerrice,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the 
question  stated  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Tbsztaht  rose,  and  said  he  was  aware 
ot  the  «*eat  majority  by  which  this  bill  had 
been  ordered  to  be  engrossed  yesterday,  and  he 
knew  he  was  presenting  himself  in  an  unenvi- 
able position  by  interposing  any  obstacles  to 
its  immediate  passage ;  yet,  oontemplatii^  the 
effieots  which  it  most  produce  upon  the  nnan- 
oial  operations  of  the  Government,  he  felt  con- 
atnuned,  by  a  SMue  of  dnt?,  to  throw  himself 
tar  a  snwt  time^  npon  the  oourte^  of  the 
Honse.  Not  oontent  with  the  bonnufbl  liber- 
^ty  abrMdy  extended  to  the  brave  fuid  gallant 
men  who  were  engaged  in  most  of  the  hard- 
fought  battles  in  that  eventftil  war,  which  ter- 
minated in  establishing  our  independence,  we 
are  now  called  upon  to  adopt  a  measure  that 
will  embrace  within  the  scope  of  its  bounty  all 
who  snrvive,  and  which  mnst  necessarily  in- 
crease the  number  of  pensioners  to  an  un- 
known extent,  and  create  demands  npon  the 
Traasnry,  that  will  absorb  a  large  proportion 
of  yonr  onrrant  revenue.  Is  the  liat  (tf  pen- 
rionera  not  mfficiently  swelled  under  the  exist- 
ing laws,  that  we  must  dispense  with  the  pru- 
dwt  limitations  imposed  upon  the  bounty  of 
the  Government,  and  invite  multitudes  who  are 
not  claiming  it  as  a  r^ht,  or  even  asking  it  as 
a  favor,  to  partake  of  a  liberality  almost  with- 
oat  bounds,  and  certainly  unpreoedented  f 

At  present,  a  pension  cannot  be  obtiuned  un- 
less the  ^plicant  is  in  necessitous  circum- 
stances ;  and  he  is  held  to  strict  proof  of  the 
time  of  service,  which  must  be,  at  tiie  least, 
nine  months;  and  required  to  furnish,  under 
oath,  a  aohedule  of  his  propwfy.  Kotwith- 
■turaing  these  wise  and  salutary  restrictitms, 
intended  to  otnifine  the  benefits  of  yonr  pen- 
doa  tyebna  to  fiiose  wiio  really  stand  in  need 
of  the  assistuioe  of  their  country,  and  to  guard 
yonr  Treasury  against  frauds — not  less  than 
between  eleven  and  twelve  thousand  are  at  tiiis 
time  in  the  enjoyment  of  your  bounty,  requir- 
ing, I  think,  an  annual  ezpenditare  of  between 
twelve  and  fifteen  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
From  this  data  a  probable  conjecture  might  be 
formed  as  to  the  effect  of  this  bill,  should  it 
pass,  in  increasing  the  number  of  i>en8ioner8,' 
and  the  annual  ezpenditare  to  be  made  for  tiie 
payment  of  their  pension^ 

Ifr.  T.  aaid  that  he  did  not  know  what  was 


the  number  of  soldiers  engaged  in  the  revoln- 
tionary  war.  The  number,  however,  must 
have  lieen  very  great,  if  the  militia,  as  well  as 
those  in  the  oontinental  line,  are  included  in  • 
tho  estimate.  The  war  was  waged  for  seven 
years,  «ad  was  actively  prosecuted  from  one 
extremity  of  the  Unioa  to  the  other.  No  part 
of  tiie  seaboard  ese^>ed  its  ravages,  and  the 
militia,  in  aid  of  the  rcaalar  forces,  were  fn- 
qneotly  called  out  in  aQ  the  States,  and  but 
few  performed  a  service  for  a  shorter  period 
than  six  months.  It  cannot  be  doabted  that 
there  are  many  thousands,  scattered  over  all 
parts  the  Ut^ted  States,  who  will  be  entitled 
to  the  benefits  contemplated  by  this  bill,  and 
will  avail  themselves  of  its  provisions.  It  is 
impossible  to  speak  with  al»olute  accuracy 
npon  this  subject,  but  the  number  of  pension- 
ers DOW  on  the  roll  furnishes  a  rule  that  will  ena- 
ble us  to  approximate  saffioientiy  near  the  truth. 

At  present  it  should  be  remembered,  that, 
with  uie  exception  of  those  who  were  provided 
for  in  the  act  of  182S-*9,  nme  bnt  the  indigent, 
who  have  awred  continuously  nine  months  in 
the  cmtinental  Hn^  are  aitittod  to  the  iien^ta 
of  the  penrion  aots.  The  posaastAon  of  mon 
than  three  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  prc^erty 
excludes  the  soldier  from  this  bonnty.  With 
these  restrictions,  it  has  been  stated  that  the 
number  at  present  upon  the  pension  list  amounts 
to  between  eleven  and  twelve  thousand.  It 
cannot  be  reasonably  sapposed  that  one-third 
of  the  survivors  of  that  band  of  patriots,  who 
knew  so  well  how  to  estimate  the  value  of  lib- 
erty, and  encountered  au<^  fearful  perils  to  se- 
cure its  possession  to  themselves  and  tiieir  pos- 
terity, have  been  so  rMcardless  of  their  comfort 
and  indep«idenoe  as,  after  b  lapse  of  fif^  yean* 
uninterruptedly  devoted  to  the  improvement « 
tiieir  fbrtunes,  to  be  found  at  tins  day  in  the 
possesfflon  of  less  than  throe  hundred  dollara* 
worth  of  property.  Admit,  however,  that  one- 
third  of  these  men.  either  by  misfortnne  or  im- 
providence, have  been  reduced  to  this  condi- 
tion. Remove  the  restrictions  at  present  im- 
posed, and  from  the  ranks  of  the  continental 
tine  alone  you  will  hare  a  list  of  pensioners 
amounting  to  between  thirty  and  thirty-eix 
thousand.  The  relative  proportion  of  militia 
and  ooDtiuoatal  troops  cuinot  be  ascertained 
with  predion ;  bnt  tbe  history  of  those  times, 
and  the  recollection  ot  tiiose  who  witnessed  the 
scenes  of  that  period,  and  yet  live,  will  bear  me 
oat  in  saying  that  the  nmitia  engaged  in  the 
revolutionary  strngi^e,  at  different  times  from 
its  oonunencement  to  its  termination,  greatly 
exceeded  the  niimber  of  regular  or  continental 
troops.  If  they  were  only  equal  in  number,  it 
is  clearly  shown  that,  by  the  passage  of  tJiis 
bill,  you  will  increase  the  list  of  pensioners 
from  between  eleven  and  twelve  thousand,  to 
between  sixty  and  eighty  thousand.  With  this 
view  of  the  &ct8,  au  opinion  may  be  hazarded, 
that,  to  maintun  your  pensioners,  the  sum  re- 
qtdred  annually,  instead  of  Iwing,  as  at  present 
between  twdve  and  fifteen  bnndred  thonaaad 
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dollars,  will  be  betwem  eiz  and.  ten  miUione  of 
doUars.  Admit,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  smBlleat 
of  the  last-mentioned  smns  will  be  reqaired 
•  annually  to  meet  the  vxpanditnres  to  bo  incor- 
red  by  the  adoption  of  tois  measora,  where  is  it 
to  come  flromt  Yonr  Treasnry  be  Ui  a 
healthfal  state.  It  is  no  doabt  prepared  to 
meet  expected  and  ordinary  demands,  bat  it  is 
not  40  redandant  as  to  be  able  to  meet  one  so 
onexpected,  and  of  such  an  extraordinary  char- 
acter. Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  yet  a  heavy  and 
a  long-staading  debt  hanffiog  over  ns,  which 
soand  policy  requires  shomd  be  paid  before  this 
system  of  waste  and  extravagance  shonld  be 
indulged  in.  We  shonld  be  just  before  we  are 
generons.  If  this  bill  should  become  a  law, 
how  will  this  debt  be  dischai^ed  f  It  is  evi- 
dent that  the  sum  which  will  be  annnally  re- 
quired to  carry  it  into  eflbot  cannot  be  supplied 
from  the  onrrrat  rerenoe,  ODleas  other  appro- 
priations necessary  to  the  ordinary  current  ex- 
penses of  the  Govemmoit  aboold  be  dispensed 
with,  or  yon  invade  the  sinking  fund,  loi^  ainee 
established,  and  sacredly  pledged  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  public 
debt.  If  yon  do  not  impose  additional  taxes 
or  borrow  money,  this  must  be  done ;  and,  as  a 
necessary  consequenoe,  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt  will  be  postponed.  We  have  been 
told  by  the  Executive  that  the  revenue  of  the 
Government  was  equal  to  the  payment  of  this 
debt  as  eatiy  as  the  year  1884,  or  168fi  at 
furthest  The  people  have  been  told  so  for  the 
last  two  or  three  y«ars,  and  they  we  moat  anx- 
iondy  looking  forward  to  tbls  ^airable  period. 
They  expect,  then,  to  b4  relieved  from  that 
weight  of  taxes  by  which  they  have  been  so 
grievously  oppressed,  especially  since  the  year 
1628.  In  mva  country,  as  in  all  others,  the 
people  look  to  the  degree  of  taxation  they  are 
exposed  to,  as  one  of  Uie  best  evidences  of  the 
wisdom  or  folly,  the  goodness  or  badness,  of 
the  Government  under  which  they  live,  and  of 
those  who  administer  its  afiUrs.  When  their 
industry  is  least  trammelled  by  unnecessary 
burdens,  and  they  are  left  free  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  labor  with  the  least  possible  in- 
twferenoe  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  they 
are  not  often  imuined  to  complain  of  tiw  acta 
of  the  GoTemment;  but  undor  a  state  of  taxa- 
tion which  is  felt  to  be  oppresrive,  and  prom- 
ises to  be  perpetaal,  Hiey  will  complain,  and 
their  complaints  must  oltimatdy  be  respected. 
With  a  view  to  avert  the  evils  he  ^prenended 
would  flow  from  the  bill  if  it  passed  in  ita  pres- 
ent form,  ICr.  T.  submitted  the  fi^wing  mo- 
tion: 

"That  the  sud  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instnicUona  to 
inquire  and  report  to  the  House  the  amount  wliich 
viH  probably  be  required  aDoaally  to  carry  its 
proTudons  into  eflect,  and  the  amount  wbich  prob- 
ably would  be  auDually  required  to  carry  the  said 
UU  into  effect,  provided  its  proiidens  were  resMet- 
ed  to  those  only  who  are  in  sneh  reduced  elretui- 
staaces  in  life  as  to  stand  in  need  of  'THttimm  of 
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the  conatry  for  support ;  and  further  to  inquire  and 
report  whether  the  amount  wUch  aiay  be  requirad 
to  carry  the  provisions  of  the  Mid  bQl  into  eObet 
can  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  without  invading 
the  sinking  fund,  and  tliereby  postponing  the  pay- 
ment of  ue  public  debt.**  • 

Heretfrfbre^  said  Ur.  T.,  the  poliey  of  this 
Govenunent  had  been  to  confine  the  benefits 
of  the  pension  law  to  those  who  bad  been  dia- 
abled  in  the  military  and  naval  service'of  the 
country,  and  to  those  who  had  served  in  the 
revolutionary  war,  and  were  reduced  to  a  state 
of  indigence  and  want.  Kow,  it  is  proposed  to 
go  beyond  this  policy,  and  to  lay  the  fonnda- 
tiou  of  a  splendid  pension  system.  All  who 
participated  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  do 
matter  what  their  merits  may  be,  are  invited 
to  come  forward  and  throw  theoiaelves  npcui 
the  charity  and  ben^oenoa  of  the  Govemiaeat 
— a  sumptuous  banquet  ia  to  be  spread,  and  the 
country  is  to  be  lanaaoked  to  gather  togetiier 
multitudes  to  riot  and  revd  at  the  fea^  It  is 
not  in  human  nature  to  resist  an  invitation  so 
strcmgly  appealing  to  its  cupidity  and  avarioe. 
All  who  remain,  of  the  regnur  army,  or  militia 
of  the  war  of  the  revQlutfoo,  will  be  qnartered 
upon  your  Treasury. 

Hr.  T.  said  that  he  knew  that  mnch  had  been 
said,  in  and  out  of  the  House,  of  the  meritoriooa 
services  of  the  revoluti<Hiary  patriots,  and  of 
the  debt  of  gratitude  wbich  the  country  owed 
tiiem.  No  one  was  more  ready  than  he  was  to 
award  to  them  that  meed  of  praise  to  whit^ 
they  were  so  ridily  entitled ;  and  be  entertain- 
ed 80  exalted  an  o|nnion  of  the  patriotism  1^ 
which  he  trusted  they  were  still  animated,  that 
be  believed  he  ahould  go  as  Car  as  any  of  tbem 
demred,  if  he  contribated  in  his  station  hwe  to 
extend  relief  to  such  of  tJiem  as  really  stood  in 
need  of  assistance  from  thw*  country.  I^  how- 
ever,  he  shonld  be  mistaken,  in  his  opinion,  as 
his  justification,  he  would  say,  that  it  was  a  bad 
rule  in  legislation  to  surrender  the  dictates  cf 
the  judgment,  and  follow  the  impulse  of  the 
feelings.  Whenever  it  was  done,  the  conse- 
quences invariably  proved  to  be  iiHurious  to  the 
people.  Kr.  T.  said  be  had  no  iodacement,  nor 
did  he  fed  ai^  demre^  to  derogate  from  the 
well-earned  fame  of  the  men  who  fought  wd 
eofibred  to  establish  our  iiide{>endence,  nor 
would  he  throw  any  obstacles  m  the  way  <if 
any  measure  calculated  and  intended  to  afford 
tiie  comfbrts  necessary  to  their  real  wants ;  but 
he  oonld  not  consent  to  give  aw^  millions  to 
tltose  who  did  not  stand  in  need  of  it.  The 
idea  of  men  who  were  rolling  in  affluence  and 
indulging  in  all  the  luxuries  of  civilized  life 
being  sustained  and  supported  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, in  a  oonntry  ana  under  a  Government 
where  we  boast  of  equal  rights,  was  to  him 
odious  in  the  extreme,  and  would  be  so  oondd- 
ered  by  the  people.  He  must  beseech  gentie- 
men  agidn  to  weigh  well  the  oonseqnenees  of 
this  measure.  BiiOj  tiboiisand  pradoners  to  be 
m^t^ned  fitm  yonr  Treasni^  by  the  ■Dnml 
expeoditon  ct  an  amonnt  that  most  anteat  fyg 
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some  time  tbe  pajment  of  the  pablie  debt,  and 
ftsten  upon  the  people,  for  an  indefinite  p«aiod, 
a  syMem  of  taxktioD,  under  whioh,  even  now, 
thej  are  ^utOj  resQeaa  aai  dissatis&ed,  must 

S resent  a  OMuideradon  that  the  pradent  and 
isoreet  would  not  cast  aside. 
Mr.  T.  said  that  he  had  designedly'  confined 
the  remarks  which  he  had  made  upon  this  snb- 
jeet  to  those  points  to  which,  in  support  of  his 
moticHi,  he  had  felt  it  his  daty  chieflj  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House;  bat,  before  he  toolc 
leave  of  the  sabject,  he  'would  say  that  he  felt 
opposed  to  the  pensioning  system,  npon  other 
groands.  He  believed  it  was  better  calculated 
to  demoralize  the  community  than  almost  any 
Other  kittd  of  legation.  It  weakens  those 
ties  whif^,  in  all  weU-reoalated  cwnmmiitiea, 
riumld  be  aadoloaalf  dwiuhed  as  ^  a^mgest 
Hnmenta  which  bind  man  to  the  performanoe 
of  his  Booial  duties  The  wed  parent,  who  haa 
a  moral  right  to  lean  upon  his  ofl^ring  for  sap- 
port  in  the  decline  of  life,  wiU  be  told  that  that 
obliga^n  no  longer  exists,  as  the  Government 
has  nnderti^en  to  provide  for  him.  The  brother 
wfU  be  denied  the  hospitality  of  a  brother's 
roo^  or  a  place  at  his  board,  and  turned  out  of 
doors  to  live  upon  the  charity  of  Government. 
Those  affections,  whidi  constitnted  the  chief 
ei^oymeat  of  life,  will  be  put  to  hazard  by  the 
introduction  of  such  an  extended  system  of  gov- 
ernmental charity,  Mr.  T.  s«d  that  he  re- 
gretted be  had  occupied  so  maoh  time  in  pre- 
senting his  views  upon  this  sobjeot  to  the 
House,  especially  as  he  was  satisfied  his  efforts 
wonkl  Iw  nnsnooessfbl ;  yet  he  shoold  have  the 
eonsolatioQ  to  know  that  he  had  attempted  to 
dist^arge  his  duty  to  his  constituents  and  to 
the  oountry,  and  at  the  same  time  that  he  bad 
obeyed  the  dictates  of  his  own  coosolenoe  in 
submitting  what  he  had  said. 

Mr.  TtFOKSB,  of  South  Oarolina,  said  he  was 
in  favor  of  doing  something  for  the  State  troops, 
volunteers,  and  militia.  These  men  had  ren- 
dered services  as  important,  hod  endured  hard- 
^ips  as  great,  and  suffered  privations  as  dis- 
tresring,  as  the  regular  soldiers.  The  time  was, 
during  the  revolution,  that  every  thing  depend- 
ed upon  them;  they  were  stift^eet  to  AaXly 
alarms,  and  diUIy  calls  to  resist  the  devastating 
progress  of  the  enemy — they  met  these  cells 
with  alacrity,  and  a  patriotism  inferior  to  none 
—exposed  their  lives  and  shed  their  blood  in 
defence  of  their  ooontry's  freedom :  and  were 
they  now  to  be  forgotten  f  Was  Oongress  to 
l^i;islate  for  the  benefit  of  the  regular  soldier 
o^y  ?  Those  in  thd  regular  service  stipulated 
to  serve  for  a  certain  sum,  and  meet  of  them 
had  been  paid  agreeably  to  the  contract. 

It  would  be  recoUeoted,  he  sud,  that  most  of 
those  in  the  South,  who  took  an  active  part  in 
achieving  the  liberties  of  the  country,  belonged 
to  the  mUtia;  but  it  made  no  dlffiarenoe  with 
him  to  what  section  of  country  that  dasa  of 
soldiers  belonged.  They  had  rendered  essen- 
tial services :  without  them  the  war  could  not 
have  been  soooessAilIj  carried  on,  and,  but  for 
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their  patriotic  exertions,  we  might  have  been 
at  this  day  groaning  under  the  yoke  Of  a  for- 
eign despot  They  had  never  reonved  their 
pay  in  any  thing  bnt  a  depreciated  paper  cur- 
rency of  nominal  value.  But  fow  of  them  now 
remain,  and  a  laige  portion  these  were  borne 
down  by  age  and  infirmities,  and  lingering  out 
a  miserable  existence  under  the  blighting  in- 
fluence of  a  cheerless  poverty.  Should  these 
men  now  be  told,  in  the  evening  of  their  days,, 
that  they  were  lees  patriotic,  that  their  services 
were  less  valuable,  and  they  less  deserving, 
than  the  regular  soldiers  ?  Such  an  invidious 
distinction  was  unfeeling  and  cruel.  Mr.  T. 
said,  we  owe  them  a  debt :  we  are  their  debt- 
ors, and  they  our  creditors.  Justice  demands 
that  we  shpiud  V9j  thun.  By  our  acts  (tf  leg- 
idation,  we  luM  made  {HwidtHi  fiw  a  class  of 
officers  and  soldiers,  to  which  class  belong 
many  who  are  in  eai^  oinnnnstanoes.  [He  af 
luded  to  the  act  of  1828,  which  provided  fwr 
all  those  who  enUsted  for  and  served  during 
the  war,  witliout  reference  to  their  peconlary 
ntoation.]  He  could  see  no  ground  for  distino- 
tion,  nor  could  he  discover  any  good  reason  for 
paying  that  class  in  preference  to  the  militia. 
The  custinction,  he  sud,  was  odious  and  un- 
just. It  evinced  a  partiality  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  not  warranted  by  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  He  had  never  been  the 
friend  of  the  pensioning  system ;  bnt  as  it  had 
bem  adopted,  and  would  be  kept  np  Iv^  tb« 
Oovemment,  he  inaisted  that  even-handea  Jus- 
tice should  be  awarded  to  alL  Would'  any  gen- 
tleman say  to  him  that  snob  men  as  the  im- 
mortal Sumter  and  Marion,  with  their  devoted 
compatriots,  were  less  worthy  or  le»  deserving 
than  those  attached  to  the  regnlar  service? 
South  CaroUna  held  them  in  the  most  grateful 
remembrance.  Their  venerated  names  shed 
a  lustre  of  glory  upon  that  State,  and  their  pa- 
triotic devotion  aaomed  the  pages  of  American 
history.  Shall  we,  said  he,  suffer  the  brave 
followers  of  these  brave  men  to  pine,  in  want 
and  die  in  poverty,  while  we  are  awarding  our 
bounty  to  those  who  are  not  more  deserving? 
Justice  was  all  that  be  desired ;  and,  in  ^vmg 
his  vote  for  paying  the  militia,  he  oouNdered 
that  he  should  act  in  strict  conformity  to  her 
requirements.  He  had  named  Sumter  aad 
Marum— ^e  might  add,  Bntier,  Williams,  Kck- 
ens,  Hill,  and  a  host  of  otiiers,  who  rmdered 
Burviees  onequalled  in  the  history  of  the  revolu- 
tion. Gould  any  American  read  the  record  of 
their  patriotic  deeds,  and  lay  his  hand  upon  his 
heart,  and  say  they  were  less  deserving  than 
those  for  whom  provision  has  been  made  t  He 
repeated  that  it  was  not  only  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude which  we  owed  to  these  men ;  but  we 
were  under  a  pecuniary  obligaticm  to  them, 
which  had  never  been  disdu^^  As  the 
representatives  oS  htmest  constituents,  willing 
to  disf^iarge  their  honest  debta,  he  should  ven- 
ture to  give  his  assent  to  paying  these  men. 

It  is  out  a  few  di^  said  Mr.  T.,  unce  we 
voted  a  laige  amount  aa  a  draation  to  a  dis- 
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tingaished  iodividnal  of  this  oomitr7.  He  al- 
luded to  Mr.  Honroe,  late  Preeident  of  the 
United  States.  Why  was  that  sam  voted  to 
him  ?  BecaoBe  bis  fame  had  been  shed  abroad, 
and  the  splendor  of  the  gift  was  to  make  a 
flourish  in  the  world.  Will  this  Gk)veniment 
be  generoias  and  refiise  to  be  just?  Shall  the 
poor  militia  man  be  denied  his  honest  due,  and 
kept  from  his  scanty  pittasce,  while  we  lavidi 
our  thousands  and  tens  of  thoosands  upon  those 
who  have  no  legal  claim  npon  ns?  Let  the 
American  people  avoid  the  reproach  which 
such  a  course  of  legislation  would  bring  upon 
them.  JusUoe  was  equally  due  to  the  high, 
the  low,  the  rich,  and  uie  poor ;  and  bo  long  as 
be  had  a  tongue  to  utter  a  seatene^  he  would 
advocate  this  principle. 

Kr.  T.  said  you  have  expended  money  enough 
In  your  unconstitutional  works  of  internal  im- 

Eroremeot — ^in  the  construction  of  your  big  and 
tOe  Kwda,  your  canals,  and  your  surveyB.  to 
have  piud  thoae  poor  men  what  was  th^  due. 
In  yoor  anxiety  to  proseente  ft  s^endid  natitmal 
scheme,  and  to  dazzle  the  wwld  with  the  ^ory 
of  a  great  American  sj'stem,  you  have  forgotten 
the  debts  you  owed,  and  the  suffering  of  those 
to  whom  they  were  due.  Pursue  this  policy  a 
little  longer— lavirfi  your  money  upon  some 
who  are  not  entitled  to  it — ^withhold  it  from 
others  to  whom  it  is  due,  and  squander  your 
treasure  according  to  the  policy  of  your  mis- 
named American  system,  ami  yoor  liberties 
are  gone  forever. 

Oabson  was  agunst  the  bill,  as  at  pres- 
ent advised,  (having  been  detained  from  the 
House  inmspodtion  yeaterday,  during  the 
discneeion,)  and  vas  in  &Tor  of  the  commit- 
ment, to  ascertain,  as  near  as  practicable,  what 
it  would  cost. 

Mr.  Yebplutoe  made  an  explanation  in  re- 
ply to  some  of  the  statements  of  Hr.  Tbbzvant, 
giving  it  as  his  opinion,  from  the  beet  data  in 

Sossession  of  the  committee,  which  he  stated  in 
etail,  that  the  bill  would  require  an  additional 
expenditure  of  not  more  than  from  800,000  to 
$1,000,000,  and  this  rapidly  decreasing,  and 
soon,  in  the  course  of  nature,  to  be  entirely  dis- 
oontinued.  He  concluded  with  moving  the 
previous  question. 

The  motion  was  sustained ;  and  the  question 
Imng  pnt  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  was  de- 
tdied  in  the  affirmative— yeas  182,  nays  62. 

Bo  the  biU  was  passed,  and  sent  to  tlie  Sen- 
ate for  conourrenoe. 

Appropriation  Bill»— Improvement  of  th$  Nod- 
iffatum  of  the  Ohio  River. 
Mr.  WioELUTE  moved  an  amendment  to  ap- 
propriate an  additional  sum  of  $160,000,  to  be 
expended,  under  the  direction  of  the  present 
superintendent,  in  the  improvement  of  the  nav- 
igation of  the  Ohio  River,  from  its  mouth  to 
Fittabui^,  in  removing  the  obstructions  in  the 
nhftTinrfa  at  the  sboal  places  and  ripples,  and  by 
the  erection  of  wiug  dams,  or  such  other  means 
Bfl|  in  the  opinion  of  said  superintendent,  will 


best  answer  the  purpose  of  deepening  the  chan- 
nels of  sud  river. 

Some  debate  arose,  in  which  Ur.  Oasson 
opposed  the  ^propriation.  Messrs.  Wiujb  and 
McDnTFix  objected  to  inserting  it  in  the  pres- 
ent bill,  which  was  intraded  oiUy  to  appro- 
priate for  oljects  already  anthorixed  bylaw; 
and  Mr.  Wiraaun  defianded  it 

Ur.  Yraxoir  aidd  that  he  woold  not,  at  that 
late  hour,  give  his  reasons  at  laree  iQKm  the 
proposed  amendment,  but  he  would  state,  in  a 
few  words,  the  ground  ^pon  which  be  thought  it 
ought  to  be  adopted.  The  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  t^e  Ohio  River  was,  in  truth, 
nothing  more  than  an  extension  of  Uie  canals 
of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  These  two  States 
were  incurring  an  expense  of  ten  or  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars ;  the  one  in  opening  a  canal  from 
Philadelphia  to  Pittsbui^,  and  the  other,  betwemi 
Lake  Ene  and  the  Ohio  River ;  thus  opening  • 
oonfinned  commoniostdon  from  Philadel^ua  to 
New  Orieans  by  the  Pennsylvania  OanaL  and 
from  New  York  to  New  Orelans  through  the 
Erie  and  Ohio  OanaL  Owingtocertainshoalsin 
the  Ohio  River,  its  navigation  was  almost  wholly 
suspended  for  about  two  monttw  every  autumn ; 
and  that,  too,  at  the  very  best  season  of  the 
year  for  bnaness  on  theee  oanals.  The  lose  of 
buuness  on  this  account  must  be  very  gi'eat. 
It  is  of  little  consequence  that  the  Ohio  Oanal 
enters  the  Ohio  River,  unless  the  produce  of  the 
interior  can  descend  to  New  Orleans,  or  othw 
place  of  destination.  So  of  the  Pfoinaylvanift 
Canal ;  it  is  in  vain  for  that  State  to  think  of 
participating  to  any  ctmdderaUe  extent  in  the  * 
trade  of  the  Western  country  at  that  season  of 
the  year,  unless  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  is 
opened  to  Pittsburg,  so  that  produce  may  as- 
cend and  merchandise  descend  the  river,  on 
their  way  to  and  from  Philadelphia.  The  mak- 
ing oi  these  canals^  which  will  now  be  finished 
in  a  year  or  two,  renders  it  of  vast  importance 
to  keep  the  navigation  of  that  river  always 
open  while  business  can  be  done  upon  them. 
We  have  a  report  lying  npon  the  table,  show- 
ing that  the  shoals  in  the  river  can  be  deepened 
at  a  very  moderate  expense.  The  improve- 
ment of  its  navigation  properly  belongs  to  the 
Gtoneral  Government.  And  he  hoped!  oomdd- 
ering  the  vast  expense  the  States  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Ohio  were  inouirli^  in  opening  av- 
ennes  of  trade  to  the  Ohio,  that  the  compara- 
tively small  sum  of  $160,000  would  not  be 
denied  in  aid  of  their  great  efforts. 

Mr.  Denkt  said,  as  I  come  from  the  borders 
of  the  Ohio,  Z  may  be  permitted  to  say  a  word 
or  two  on  this  su^ect   It  is  one  of  great  im- 

Sortouce  to  the  Western  country.  The  Ohio 
:iver  may  with  great  propriety  be  considered 
a  great  national  highway ;  it  formb  the  boun- 
dary between  several  of  the  States ;  it  is  the 
great  channel  of  their  commerce,  and,  to  some 
|>ortion\the  oiUy  outlet  for  tfaw  trade;  and, 
m  my  offinion,  is  as  deserving  of  the  attention 
of  the  Government  as  any  portion  of  the  sea- 
board. Much  has  been  done  to  facilitate  our 
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oommercial  iateroonrse  along  the  AtlaaUc ; 
large  Bnins  of  monej  have  been  expended  for 
improTements  in  the  bays,  dearing  the  harbors, 
opening  charmeLs,  and  ranoTing  obstraotiomi  to 
navigMiffli,  idong  oar  extenure  aeaooast,  wher- 
evw  the  flows^  ftom  norOx  to  south,  Bnt^ 
sLr,  it  Beema  to  me,  that  some  gentleuMn  are 
seized  with  a  kind  of  hydrophobia  so  soon  aa 
we  leave  the  salt  and  propose  improvemente  in 
lihe  fresh  water  region.  I  am  willing  with 
them  to  vote  miilions  for  the  improvement  and 
protection  of  onr  harbors  and  seaports,  because 
It  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  commeroe  of  our 
country.  The  whole  Union  is  benefited  by 
such  expeudituree,  beoanse  the  whole  Union 
has  an  interest  in  ^e  otHiunerce  of  every  port ; 
and  certainly  to  &cilitate  our  internal  commer- 
cial communication,  partioqlarly  among  the 
great  and  flourishing  Westeni  States,  is  equally 
worthy  our  atteutioa,  in  a  national  potiait  of 
▼iew.  I  can  peroeive  no  difference  between 
this  oommeroe  and  our  coasting  trade,  which 
enjoys  so  largely  the  favorable  consideration  of 
ifae  Government. 

To  the  Weatem  States,  tbe  Ohio  is  the  most 
important  channel  of  their  intercom^ ;  and  it 
is  true,  as  remarked  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  (Ur.  Oabson,)  they  will  bo  im- 
mediately benefited  by  tbe  proposed  appropri- 
ation. But,  Bir,  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
firom  tbe  improvement  under  this  ^propriation 
will  not  be  Mt  exolorively  in  thoee  States ;  the 
whole  naticni  will  expwienoe  the  ben^oial  ef- 
foots  in  the  additional  fiuUities  afforded  to 
eammeroe;  and  this  is  the  great  basis  upon 
which  the  advocates  of  internal  improvement 
Test  their  cause.  Olearlng  away  the  obstruo- 
^ms  £rom  the  harbor  of  one  of  our  towns  on 
the  seaooasi,  is  £or  tbe  immediate  benefit  of  the 
town ;  it  ^ves  security  to  the  trade,  and  pro- 
motes its  prosperity,  and  the  commeroe  is  in- 
creased and  protect^ ;  the  work  is  not,  there- 
fore, to  be  considered  merely  a  local  matter. 
Ho,  sir,  commeroe  is  a  national  object;. we  all 
■participate  in  its  beoeftts,  and  have  an  interest 
in  its  prowerity.  , 

It  is  w^  known  that,  at  this  late  period  of 
the  Besnoo,  with  a  mass  of  hosiness  before  ns, 
it  wmld  be  inwossible  to  pass  a  bill  through 
IluB  House  in  uie  usual  mode.  I  cannot  per- 
oeive any  weight  in  the  objections  made  to  this 
proposition ;  it  violates  no  role  of  this  House. 
What  prindple  of  legislation  does  it  outrage  ? 
None,  Bir.  I  trust,  t£eref6re,  that  the  amend- 
ment will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  DoDDKiDQS  also  made  a  few  remarks  in 
favor  of  tbe  amendment ;  after  which  it  was 
agreed  to — yeas  79. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Letohkb,  im  impropriation 
was  inserted  of  $16,000  for  making  a  road  in 
Arkansas. 


Fbidat,  February  18. 
JnlaJid  Porta  of  Entry. 
Jtx.  0*y»Mn.a«fl,  firom  the  Committee  on 
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Commerce,  reported  a  bill  allowing  the  duties 
on  foreign  merchandise  imported  into  Pitts- 
burg, Wheeling,  Oin<unnati,  Louisville,  fit.' 
Louis,  Nashville,  and  Natohez.  to  be  secured 
and  pud  at  those  places;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  Mr.  0.  moved  that  it  be  ordered  to  a 
third  readii^;. 

Mr.  MoDomB  opposed  the  motion,  because 
it  was  a  sabject  which  belonged  to  the  revenae, 
and  ought  to  have  been  before  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Uean8»  It,  moreover,  was  a  novel 
principle — one  involving  a  great  expenditure, 
m  tbe  number  of  custom-house  officers  which 
would  have  to  be  appointed ;  and  if  the  priura- 
ple  were  adopted,  every  large  town  in  the 
Union  situated  on  a  river  would  be  entitled  to 
the  same  privily.  He  moved  the  reference 
of  the  bill  to  uie  Committee  of  Wi^s  and 

Hr.  WioELiFR  and  Mr.  Fnrm  defended  the 
bill  agunst  the  ol^ections  urged,  and  argued  to 
show  its  necesntj  to  tiie  convenience  of  the 
laive  and  thriving  commercial  places  comprised 
in  uie  bill.  Before  the  question  was  taken,  the 
hour  elapsed. 


Tdebiut,  Eebmary  28. 

Foreign  Coim. 

Mr.  WmTB,  of  Kew  York,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  28d  December  to  in- 
quire into  the  e]^>ediency  of  providing  that 
doUars  of  the  Kew  American  Governments,  and 
five  frano  pieces,  shall  he  a  legal  tender  in  the 
payment  of  all  debts  and  demands ;  and,  also, 
whether  any  additional  regulations  are  neces- 
sary to  tbe  recoinage  of  foreign  silver  coin  at 
the  mint,"  made  a  long  and  detailed  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  regulating  the  value  of 
foreign  silver  ooios  within  the  United  States. 
The  bill  and  report  were  committed. 

Mr.  WmTB,  of  New  York,  from  the  same 
committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  concerning  tbe  gold  coins  of  the 
United  States,  also  made  a  lon^  and  detiuled 
report  thereon,  accompanied  with  an  amend- 
ment to  the  said  hill  j  which  n^tort  and  bill 
were  also  otunmitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bvohaitah,  three  thou- 
sand additional  copies  of  these  reports  were 
directed  to  be  printed  Ibr  the  use  of  tiie  mem- 
bers of  the  Hoaae. 

Intohmt  Beitors. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  cert^n  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BvcHANAN  Bud,  that  when  the  House 
some  days  since,  upon  his  motion,  had  kindly 
.  consented  to  take  uiis  hill  up  out  of  its  order, 
he  had  thm  declared  he  should  occupy  but  a 
very  short  time  in  its  discussion.  He  said  he 
would  now  redeem  that  pledge ;  and  as  time 
had  become  still  more  precious,  and  the  dose 
of  the  session  was  so  near  at  band,  he  would 
content  himself  with  a  very  Inief  expositioa  of 
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*  tbe  natnre  of  tiie  bill.  Should  an^  gentleman, 
however,  desire  a  fiirther  explanation  upon  any 
point,  be  would  bold  himself  ready  to  give  it. 

This  bill,  said  Mr.  B.,  cootuns  bat  a  siogle 
principle.  It  merely  enables  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treaaary  to  compromise  with  sach  debtors 
of  tbe  United  States  as  were  insolvent  on  the 
Ist  day  of  January  last,  and  confers  upon  him 
the  same  power  of  releadog  those  debtors 
which  every  individual  possesses.  All  Buch 
debtors  of  the  United  Statesareembraced with- 
in the  {nvvlaiona  of  this  bill ;  except  the  princi- 
pals in  official  bond^  and  those  who  have  ao- 
taally  recelTed  pnblie  money,  and  not  pud  it 
over,  or  aoeoonted  for  it  aoooraiog  to  law. 

At  present,  the  Ezeoative  Government  of  the 
United  States  possesses  no  power,  in  any  case, 
no  matter  what  may  be  tbe  circnmstanoes,  to 
compromise  with  its  debtors,  and  accept  a  part 
of  the  demand  instead  of  the  whole.  The  man 
who  has  become  insolvent,  should  he  be  a  debtor 
of  the  United  States  in  a  sum  which  he  is  un- 
able to  pay,  is,  under  existing  laws,  plaoed  in  a 
state  of  belplees  and  hopeless  desptdr.  Bis  in- 
dividual creditors,  convinced  of  his  honesty, 
may  be  willing  to  release  him ;  his  Mends  may 
be  willing  to  nimiah  him  the  means  c£  recom- 
mencing business ;  bat  this  is  oU  in  vain,  whilst 
the  debt  due  the  United  StAtes  hangs  like  a 
nillatone  around  his  neck.  From  this  there  is 
no  escape.  Jtutice,  relenUeas  Juatioe,  nntem- 
pered  by  mercy,  ia  now  our  only  rule  of  oondact 
towards  our  insolvent  debtors. 

Even  if  oar  policy  were  purely  selfish,  and 
we  acted  from  no  higher  motives  than  a  regard 
for  dollars  and  oenta,  we  ought  to  pass  this  bill. 
From  the  examinations  wbidi  I  have  made,  and 
the  infonnation  I  have  collected  upon  this  sub- 
ject, I  entertain  no  doabt  but  that  this  bill, 
shoold  it  become  a  law,  will  bring  at  least  one 
million  of  dollan  into  your  Treasury,  not  one 
cent  of  which  can  ever  find  its  way  there  an- 
lesa  smne  measure  of  this  nature  shall  be  adopt- 
ed. There  are  now  in  this  country  many,  very 
many,  honest  and  entorpriang  merchants,  who, 
although  they  have  become  insolvent,  reteun 
the  highest  character  among  their  friends,  and 
in  the  society  of  which  they  are  members.  In 
a  great  number  of  instances  their  insolvency 
oaoDOt  be  attribnted  even  to  negligence  or  want 
of  skill,  but  has  been  wholly  the  effect  of  causes 
which  they  oould  neither  foresee  nor  conbroL 
Some  instances  of  this  charaotor  have  come  to 
my  knowledge,  which  would  be  well  calculated 
to  enlist  the  nelings  of  this  House  in  fitvor  of 
the  bill.  There  ia  now  an  insolvent  merchant 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  whom  this  bill  would 
relieve,  who  has  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Stetea  between  three  and  four  millions  of 
dollars  in  duties.  His  insolvency  was,  in  a  great 
degree,  I  think  I  might  say  solely,  occasioned 
by  tbe  passage  of  a  bill  through  the  Senate,  in 
1826,  to  reduce  the  duties  on  tea.  The  repnta- 
tion  of  this  gentleman,  both  as  a  man  and  as  a 
merchant,  stands  as  high  as  it  ever  did  in  his 
most  ^tsperona  days;  and  shoold  the  power 


be  conferred  on  the  Secretary  ot  tbe  Treasory 
to  compromise  with  him  for  the  debt  which  hie 
owes  the  Government,  his  friends  will  imme- 
diately furnish  him  the  meona  of  recommenc- 
ing business.  He  will  have  no  difficulty  in 
compromising  with  bis  individnal  creditors. 
This  is  hot  one  instanoa  oat  of  many  of  a  rimi- 
lar  character,  which  have  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge. 

Suffer  me  to  advert  to  another  case  by  way 
of  iUostratioQ.  A  merchant  in  Uie  city  of  New 
York  has  become  insolvent.  He  is  inddtted  to 
the  Cknremment  in  a  very  large  earn  of  money, 
one  dollar  of  which  he  is  not  able  to  pay.  The 
father  of  this  mendtant,  anxious  to  obtain  a  re- 
lease for  his  son,  and  enable  him  agun  to  go 
into  bosinees,  has  actually  offered  to  tranter  to 
the  United  States  property  estimated  to  be 
worth  between  four  and  five  hundred  thooaand 
dollars,  provided  his  son  shall  be  dischar^d 
from  the  debt  This  offer  ooold  not  be  accept- 
ed by  the  President  for  want  of  power ;  and 
thus  the  United  Stetee,  should  this  bill  be  n^a- 
tived,  will  lose,  in  a  single  caae,  nearly  half  a 
million  of  dollars. 

There  are  many  similar  eases  in  whieh  the 
ftienda  and  the  relatives  of  fnaolTait  debtws 
will  ccnne  fiorward  and  enaUe  them  to  pay  the 
Government  a  part  of  its  debt,  in  connaeration 
of  obtfuning  a  release  for  tbe  whole.  Mr.  6. 
said  he  expressed  his  own  (pinion  merely  when 
he  stated  that  tbe  passage  of  the  bill  would 
bring  at  least  a  miUion  of  dollars  into  the 
Treasury;  there  were  others,  with  better 
means  of  judging  than  himself,  who  believed 
the  sum  would  greatly  exoeed  that  amount. 

But,  mr,  said  Mr.  B.,  much  higher  motives 
than  those  of  a  pecuniary  character  enter  into 
the  consideration  of  this  question.  There  are 
many  honest  and  enterprising  men  in  this  coun- 
try, having  fiuniliee  dependent  apon  their  ezer- 
tiomL  who  will  he  left  atterly  withont  hope^ 
should  this  measare  be  defeated.  All  th^ 
creditors,  except  oorselves,  are  wiUii^  to  com- 
promise with  them.  Shall  we  then  continue  to 
be  inex(»^ble  t — shall  we  alone  have  no  mercy, 
even  although  mercy  be  oor  best  policy  1 — diall 
we,  merely  for  the  sake  of  oppressing  our 
debtors,  deprive  ourselvea  of  more  than  a  iidl- 
lion  of  dollars  ? 

By  the  passage  of  this  bill  you  will  r©»?tore 
many  of  our  best  citizens  to  nsefnlness.  Men 
who  have  long  been  prostrated  in  the  dost  by 
the  weight  of  debts  which  has  beencMitiaaally 
pressing  upon  ihaa^  will  again  qurin^  into  freu 
and  vigorous  action  the  moment  this  pressnro 
is  removed.  -  Hundreds  and  thoaaands  are  now 
looking  anxiously  towards  yon  for  nlivt,  and 
regfu<d  the  adoption  of  this  measure  as  their  only 
remaining  hope^on  this  side  of  tbe  grave.  Why 
will  you  not  afford  these  men  relieft  Why  wiU 
you  not  suffer  them  by  their  enterprise  and  indus- 
try to  add  to  the  wraith  and  prosperity  of  the 
country  when  you  can  grant  them  this  boon, 
not  oni^  withont  injury,  bat  with  positive  benfr- 
flt  to  yoar  lYeasniy  t    But  I  mast  be  Ivie^ 
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and  will  panne  this  branch  of  the  ealgect  no 
ftarther. 

The  IhU  is  entirely  retro^ieotiTe  in  its  na- 
and  can  have  no  effact  npoa  fiitaro  coses  of 
veno7-  Its  relief  vilLin  almost  every 
ease,  be  confined  to  men  who  are  now  noto- 
riously insoWeot.  There  is,  tlierefore,  mach 
less  danger  of  frmd  npon  the  OoTemment,  than 
If  it  applied  to  ftatnre  cases.  Bat  this  consid- 
eration has  not  prevented  the  Jndiciary  Com- 
mittee from  gaardin^  the  bill  with  the  utmost 
care,  and  rendering  it  impossible,  so  far  as  they 
coald,  that  a  fraadalent  debtor  should  take  ad- 
Twtage  of  its  provisions.  In  the  performance 
of  this  task,  they  have  been  mnch  assisted  by 
the  soggestions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and,  Hr.  B.  sud,  he  would  ventnre  to  assert, 
there  was  greater  danger  that  the  bill  instead 
(rf  bdng  too  lax  waa  too  rigorous  in  its  pro- 
visions. He  said  he  wordd  not,  at  present,  re- 
ttaxk  upon  any  of  its  details. 

Hr.  WiLLUjn  briefly  submitted  his  objections 
to  the  bill.  It  was  to  a  certtdn  extent  a  bank- 
rupt bill,  end  moreover  plaoed  too  great  a  pow- 
er in  the  hands  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
He  was  in  favor  of  referring  the  cases  in  the 
first  instance  to  jndioial  investigation. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentacky,  made  a  few  ear- 
nest remarks  in  support  of  the  bill. 

He.  Wi-TNi  combated  the  objections  of  Mr. 
WniiA.Ms,  in  an  argument  of  some  length,  and 
urged' with  zeal  the  policy  of  the  bill. 

ur.  HuHTiNOTONsaidhe  had  risen  printripally 
to  reply  to  an  ot^ecUon  which  had  been  made 
to  the  bill  by  his  Mend  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  WnxujcB.)  Before,  however,  adverting 
to  tills  objection,  he  woiud,  in  relation  to  the 
general  merits  of  the  measure  under  considera- 
tion, remark,  that  he  considered  the  passage 
of  the  bill  would  be  the  performance  of  an 
equitably,  if  not  in  Justice,  due  to  the  public 
debtors  embraced  by  its  provisions,  while,  at 
the  same  time,  it  would  be  instrumental  in 
causing  a  portion  of  the  debts  now  dne  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  PMd,  which  would  other- 
wise be  lost  to  the  Government.  This  would 
be  obvious,  when  the  House  should  consider, 
as  it  would,  that  many  of  the  pnblio  debtors, 
both  principals  uid  sureties,  by  misfortune,  and 
tVom  canses  not  within  their  control,  have  be- 
come entirely  Insolvent :  that  they  sustain  irre- 
proachable characters  for  integrity  and  indus- 
try ;  and  that  while  pressed  with  tiie  weight  of 
their  obligations  to  the  Government,  and  with- 
out the  means  of  removing  it,  they  are  alike 
without  the  ability  and  the  motive  necessary  to 
enable  or  induce  them  agun  to  commence  busi- 
ness. 80  long  as  an  authority  to  compromise 
with  them  is  withheld ;  so  long  as  their  persons 
are  subjected  to  imprisonment,  and  they  held 
responflble  for  the  debts  until  they  shall  have 
pud  than  in  full,  and  this,  too,  when  they  have 
not  the  means  of  dlschai^itog  uiy  part  of  them 
— the  industry,  labor,  and  enterprise  of  this 
valuable  class  of  our  citizens  are  lost  to  the 
oonntry.  From  this  situation,  so  d^BtTeaang  to 
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the  debtors,  without  any  corresponding  bene- 
fit to  the  Government,  this  bill  relieves  them. 
It  enables  them  to  obtain  the  assistance  of 
fiiends,  throngh  whose  kindness  and  generosi^ 
th^  can  make  offers  of  compromise,  pay  tiirar 
debts  in  part,  and  be  dischai^ed  from  the  resi- 
due ;  and  thus,  while  the  Treasury  is  benefited, 
the  individual  debtors  are  enabled  once  more 
to  engage  in  the  badness  of  the  world,  free 
from  the  pressore  of  debt,  and  stimulated  to 
active  exertion  by  the  consciousness  that  the 
fruits  of  their  iudustry  will  be  their  own.  The 
bill  has  been  drawn  up  with  great  care,  to  se- 
cure the  Government  against  attempted  fraud ; 
and  if  it  be  obnoxious  to  any  objection,  it  arises 
perhaps  from  what  might  be  thought  to  be  tiie 
severity  of  some  of  its  provisions  upon  the  debt- 
•ors.  1^  howevnr,  it  be  carried  into  execution 
in  the  spirit  of  its  various  enactments,  as  it  no 
doubt  will  be,  a  highly  meritoriona  class  of  our 
eitizms  will  be  raised  from  a  state  now  of 
hopeless  depression^  to  one  offering  induce- 
ments to  renewed  exertions  in  nsefi^  employ- 
ments; and  a  portion  of  the  claims  ap^tinst 
them,  which  are  now  of  no  value,  by  reason  of 
the  poverty  of  the  debtors,  will  be  paid  by  the 
liberality  of  their  fiiends.  Thus  much,  1^.  H. 
observed,  he  was  unwilling  to  omit  saying,  in 
regard  to  the  beneficial  consequences  which 
would  result,  both  to  the  debtors*  and  to  the 
United  States,  should  the  bill  become  a  law. 

The  genti^nan  from  North  Carolina  QSi. 
WiLLiAve)  had  urged,  as  an  ol^ection  to  the 
bill,  (if  he  nnderstood  him  correctly,)  fhat  the 
power  proposed  to  be  vested  in  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  should  be  i^ven  to  the  courts 
of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  &cts  to  be 
proved,  on  which  alone  relief  is  to  be  granted, 
should  be  ascertained  through  the  intervention 
of  a  court  and  jury.  In  answer  to  this  objec- 
tion, Mr.  H.  said  that  it  was  difficult  to  see  why  all 
the  necessary  facts  could  not  be  ascertained  by 
the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  the  man- 
ner provided  by  the  bill,  with  as  much  security 
to  tne  Government  agiunst  fraud,  aa,  by  any 
other  tribunal.  They  would  be  equdly  com- 
petent, vigilant,  and  trustworthy.  Their  pro- 
ceedings will  be  pubUo,  and  their  means  of  de- 
tecting fraud  as  ample  as  can  be  devised;  and 
the  Honse  would  perceive  that  the  power  to 
afford  the  relief  anthorized  by  the  mil  to  be 
given,  could  not  be  vested  in  any  court,  fbr  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  com- 
promise the  debts  of  the  applicants,  on  such 
terms  as,  under  all  the  circumstances  attending 
each  particular  case,  he  may  deem  equitable  to 
the  debtor  and  just  to  the  Qovemmen.t.  Neither 
a  court  of  law  nor  of  equity  could  execute  such 
a  discretionary  power.  It  must  be  vested  in 
some  executive  officer,  and  in  no  one  with  as 
mudt  propriety  as  in  the  officer  at  the  head  of 
the  Treasm-y  Department  Mr.  H.  said  he 
would  condnde  1^  expressing  the  hope  that  a 
bill  which  had  in  view  the  twofold  ol^eot  of 
awarding  both  Justice  and  eqmty  to  an  unfor- 
tunate and  meritorious  class  of  public  debtors, 
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and  of  enabling  the  Goveroment  to  realize  a 

fiortion  of  debts  due  to  it,  now  wholly  nncol- 
ectable,  wonld  receive  the  sapport  of  every 
member  of  the  House. 

Ur.  Stobbs,  of  New  York,  also  replied  to  Mr. 
WnxiAua,  and  advocated  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sbuub  moved  to  limit  the  oporati<ni  of 
Ihe  bill  to  two  years ;  l>nt  at  ib»  sD^estion  of 
Jb.  Ellswokth,  who  doabted  whether  all  the 
oases  would  be  dosed  within  that  time,  tbo 
motion  was  varied  to  tiiree  years,  and  than  was 
agreed  to. 

An  appropriation  of  |8,000,  tod^hiythe  ex- 
penaes  of  the  act,  was  inserted,  on  motion  of 

Mr.  BUOHAHUT. 

The  bill  was  ord««d  to  he  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Shin^a  Arabian  Mme$. 
The  following  Keesage  wAs  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States : 

7b  the  Conmeu  of  the  UniUd  Slate*  : 

leubmit  nerewith  to  Congreas  a  letter  from  Ur. 
Rhind,  statiDg  tbe  circumstances  under  which  he 
received  the  four  Arabian  horses  that  were  broaght 
bj  him  to  the  United  States  ftom  Tarfcey.  This  Tet- 
ter will  mable  Congress  to  decide  what  ought  to  be 
done  with  them. 

ANDBEW  JACKSON. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Bhind's  letter. 

Washihotok,  J)ee.  10,  1880. 

Sib:  I  think  it  proper  to  state  the  circnmstanees 
under  which  I  beoame  possened  of  the  AraUan 
hones  landed  from  the  vessel  In  wUeh  I  reached  the 
United  Sutes  from  Turkey. 

Finding,  daring  my  reridence  at  Constantinople, 
that  our  Turkish  friends  were  far  behind  us  in  many 
improvements,  I  suggested  to  the  Hinisters  serenU 
which  were  of  great  use  to  them ;  and,  after  closiDg 
the  business  of  the  negotiation,  much  of  my  time 
waaoccupied  in  giving  them  draughts,  schemes,  aud 
dncidationa.  The  Sultan,  I  understood,  took  great 
interest  in  these  suggestions,  and  many  inqmries 
were  made  of  me,  byhis  request,  to  all  of  which  I 
afforded  the  beat  explanation  In  my  power. 

It  being  customary  at  that  court  for  the  person 
who  negotiates  a  treaty  to  remain  there  until  the 
ratifications  are  exchanged,  or,  by  express  assent  of 
the  Porte,  to  leave  a  persoo  in  his  place,  I  was, 
tiierefore,  under  the  necessity  of  appointing  Hr.  Na- 
Toni  to  that  station,  and  presented  him  in  that  ca> 
pacity  to  the  Keia  Effendi. 

I  shortly  thereafter  took  final  leave  of  tbe  Turkish 
Hinisters. 

Finding  that  no  vessel  would  leave  Turkey  for  the 
United  States  prior  to  the  1st  of  September,  I  deter- 
ndned,  instead  of  remuning  idle  at  Constantinople, 
to  proceed  to  Odessa,  a  voyage  of  three  days,  and 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  there  for  the  re- 
ception of  our  vessels ;  having  accomplished  this,  I 
returned  to  Constantinople  on  my  way  to  Smyrna, . 
where  I  was  to  embark. 

On  reaching  the  capital,  I  had  several  interriewa 
and  communications  with  my  former  Turkish  friends, 
and  suggested  other  improTements  in  thor  system, 
very  gratifying  to  them. 

B^g  informed  by  the  Beis  Effbndi  that  permls- 


don  would  be  granted  me  to  export  one  or  more 
:  Arabian  horses,  and  conceiving  that,  whilst  it  would 
be  a  personal  object  to  myself,  it  would  also  be  a 
benefit  to  our  country,  if  I  succeeded  in  otmveyhig 
one  to  the  United  States,  I  ^ited  the  studs  of  many 
of  the  nobOity,  In  order  to  select  some,  and  was 
on  Uie  eve  of  clodng  for  the  purchase  of  two,  when, 
the  circumstance  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Sultan,  he,  on  the  81st  of  August,  directed  four 
horses  to  be  sent  me  in  his  name.  Although  this 
was  evidentiy  not  intended  as  apresent  to  me  In  my 
official  capacity,  dncethe  HlfdMen  were  aware  I 
could  not  accept  them  as  such,  sdU  the  gift  was 
one  that  could  not  be  returned  without  giving  offence. 
Being  well  informed  that  to  refuse  them  would  be 
conddcred  an  insult  to  the  Saltan,  and  would  doubt- 
less be  attended  witii  injury  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  Sutes,  Mr.  Naro^  aa  well  as  others,  assured 
me  that  I  must  take  them  avay  from  Constantino* 
pie,  if  I  ahouhj  cot  their  throats  and  throw  them  over> 
board  the  next  day.  I  was  consequently  obliged  to 
take  them  and  relinquish  the  purchase  of  those  I 
had  selected.  I  immediately  had  the  four  horses  ap* 
praised,  by  competent  judges,  on  the  spot,  and  took 
them  with  me  to  Smyrna. 

Having  no  funds  of  the  United  States,  or  tbe 
means  of  ruung  them,  to  pay  for  their  ezpensea  and 
passage  to  America,  1  shipped  them  as  a  commer- 
cial adventure,  in  the  name  of,  and  for  account  <if, 
the  owners  of  the  vessel  in  which  they  came,  and 
from  whom  I  had  secured  an  individual  credit  on 
London  previous  to  leaving  the  United  States.  The 
horses  are  consequentiy  in  their  possesion ;  but,  if 
tbe  United  States  have  a  claim  for  their  value,  I  pn- 
sume  those  gentlemen  will  pay  it  over,  should  they 
sell  for  more  than  the  expenses  attending  thern^ 
which,  of  course,  are  very  considerable. 

So  far  OS  regards  myself,  I  am  ready  to  transfer 
to  the  United  States  any  right,  title,  or  interest  I 
may  have  in  them  should  it  be  required. 

With  great  respeot,  I  have  tlie  honor  to  be  your 
obedient  semnt,  GHAS.  BBIMD. 

7b  the  President  of  the  United  State: 

Tlte  snl^ect  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affiure. 


Monday,  Febmftty  28. 

Death  of  Senator  Noble. 

A  message  was  reoelved  firom  the  Senate  hy 
thdr  Secretary,  notiiying  this  Honse  that  the 
honorable  James  Nobls,  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  died 
at  his  lodgings  in  this  city  on  the  27Ui  instant^ 
and  that  his  funeral  will  take  place  this  day  at 
half  past  eleven  o'dock  A.  M.  Whereapon, 
Mr.  TksT  moved  the  fdlowing  reeuutun, 
z: 

Reatdved,  That  the  members  of  tiiis  House  will  at> 
tend  the  funeral  of  the  honorable  Jauks  Nobli,  late 
a  member  of  tbe  Senate  from  the  State  of  Indiana, 
this  day,  at  the  hour  appt^ted;  and  as  a  testimony 
of  respect  for  the  memwy  of  the  deceased,  they 
will  go  into  mourning,  and  wear  crape  round  the 
left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

This  resolution  was  agred  to  nnanimoody. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Yahoe,  it  was  then 
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Ordtrad,  Tbttt,  for  the  purpose  of  attendiag  the 
fotMnd  of  the  iate  Senator  Noblk,  the  Hoose  will 
take  a  racen  until  three  o'clock,  F. 


T[TS8DA.T,  March  1. 

Baltimore  and  Waahington  BaUnfad  BiU. 

The  hill  from  the  Senate,  aothorizing  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  to  ex- 
tend a  lateral  railroad  fi-om  Baltimore  to  Wash- 
ington, together  with  oertain  amendments  there- 
to, being  taken  np, 

iSx.  DoDDBiDaBi,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Oolambia,  moTod  that  the 
Hoose  eoDCtir  in  the  amendinents  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

Ur.  Sbmices,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Oommittee  for  the  District. 

Mr.  HowABD  opposed  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit with  great  earnestness.  He  was  confident 
that  the  amendments  need  only  to  be  road,  to 
have  their  propriety  at  once  perceived.  They 
had  been  printed ;  and  if  the  gentlemen  had 
not  read  them,  it  was  their  own  fault  One  of 
the  amendments  went  to  reserve  the  right  of 
Congress  to  pass  laws  hereKfter  for  the  opening 
of  branch  roads,  and  to  rwilate  tiie  speed  of 
cars.  The  other,  which  bad  been  inserted  at 
the  instance  of  the  representation  of  the  Dis- 
trict, went  to  linut  the  termination  of  the  road 
within  the  District,  tp  some  point  between  the 
oapitol  and  Seventh  street — instead  of  carrying 
it  to  the  President's  house  or  Bock  Creek.  If 
any -objection  were  made  to  this,  it  was  to  he 
expected  from  the  corporation  of  Washington. 
Bat  both  the  boards  constituting  that  body  had 
prayed  for  this  restriction ;  and,  if  they  con- 
sented to  it,  who  could  josUy  oppose  it  ?  Mr. 
H.  expressed  a  fear  that  if  the  bill  ahoold  be 
now  recommitted,  it  wonld  nevw  r^ain  its 
place  on  the  calendar.  He  explained  what  had 
been  done  by  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  on 
thb  Bulfject  They  had  granted  to  the  com- 
pany liberty  to  make  the  road  as  far  as  the 
District  line,  on  condition  that  it  sboold  be 
commenced  within  one  year.  If  the  present 
bill  should  be  rejected,  or  lost  by  delay,  the  com- 
pany would  be  left  in  an  embarrassed  situation. 

The  question  being  then  pnt  on  concurring 
with  the  Senate  in  their  amendments  to  the 
bill,  it  waa  carried  by  a  lai^  majority. 

The  Turhiah  Mistion. 

The  next  amendment  in  order  was  the  appro- 
priation of  $15,000,  08  comprauation  to  the 
ocmmissioners  who  n^pjtiated  the  late  treaty 
with  the  Ottoman  Forte.  The  Oommittee  of 
Wtqrs  and  Means  had  recommended  to  strike 
out  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  wbich  pro- 
^Kled  for  1^  item,  with  a  proviso  going  to 
disapprove  of  the  appointment  of  the  commis- 
rioners  daring  a  recess  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Vebpljlsok,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  explained  the  grounds  on 
which  that  committee  had  recommended  to 
strike  ont  tlda  item  from  the  amendments  of 


[H.  or  &. 

the  Senide.  Of  the  exact  character  of  the  per- 
sons to  be  compensated,  he  would  not  speak,  as 
there  was  no  distinct  evidence  on  that  subject 
before  the  House;  whether  they  were  to  be 
understood  as  acting  under  a  special  commis- 
sion as  the  personal  agents  of  the  President,  or 
whether  they  were  to  be  considered  as  charts 
des  affures,  there  was  no  evidence  on  which 
to  decide.  The  subject  was  known  to  have  ex- 
cited great  warmth  elsewhere;  and  the  com- 
mittee, considering  the  very  inaccurate  infor- 
mation submitted  to  them,  and  believing  that 
the  great  question  entered  into  by  the  proviso 
was  likely,  especially  at  so  late  a  periou  of  the 
session,  to  delay,  and  possibly  endanger,  the  bill, 
and  thereby  injuriously  to  affect  other  great 
interests,  had  been  unanimous  in  recommend- 
ing that  the  whole  amendment,  as  well  the  atn 
propriation  as  the  proviso  accompanying  it, 
should  be  stricken  out.  The  parties  coDcemed 
would,  he  presumed,  be  paid  either  from  the 
contingent  fuud,  or  from  the  secret  service  fund ; 
but^  if  not  paid  at  this  time,  they  must  take 
their  chance  of  being  provided  for  by  the  next 
Congress.  The  committee  considered  it  an  act 
of  public  duty  to  report  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WAYira  found  one  difficulty  in  agreeins 
to  the  proposal  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  If  this  appropriation  ahonld  be  sb^ekea 
ont,  there  was  no  fnnd  to  which  the  individuals 
concerned  could  look  for  payment.  They  had 
rendered  important  services;  they  had  been 
the  agents  in  the  highest  act  which  one  de- 
partment of  the  Government  could  perform. 
He  felt  the  force  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Vxrplanck,)  and 
he  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  constrabed  to  ac- 
quiesce in  them;  bat  the  House  must  m^e 
some  cert^n  provi»on  for  men  who  had  per- 
formed an  important  pnblio  service.  Was  there 
no  other  part  of  the  bill  to  which  an  additional 
appropriation  m^ht  be  appended,  by  which  the 
object  oould  be  secured!  In  the  estimate  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse, 
there  was  one  item  of  |25,000.  There  was  no 
proposal  to  strike  that  ont ;  and,  with  a  view 
to  avoid  debate,  he  would  propose  to  amend  the 
present  amendment,  by  adding  to  that  clause 
the  words  "and  $16,000,  to  defray  the  contin- 
gent expense  of  foreign  intercourse,  heretofore 
incurred."  The  Chair  decided  that  it  was  not 
in  order  to  amend  on  amendment  recommended 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Inoebsoll  said,  the  gentieman  could 
easily  anive  at  his  object,  by  allowing  a  vote 
first  to  be  t^en  on  the  present  amendment.  If 
these  commissioners  were  to  be  paid  at  all,  it 
shonld  be  out  of  the  secret  service  fhnd.  They 
had  been  appointed  by  the  President,  under 
that  power  of  the  Executive  which  gives 
him  control  over  tliis  fund,  and,  if  so,  they 
ought  to  he  pmd  in  that  way.  Mr.  I.  aaid  he 
thought  he  perceived  where  the  difficulty  of 
the  ^ntleman  lay ;  the  gentleman  was  appror 
hensive  that  the  secret  service  fnnd  bad  been 
exhausted.  How  that  may  be,  Mr  L  said,  he 
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did  not  know ;  the  gentleman  no  donbt  knew 
better  than  he  did.  All  that  he  coold  say  wan, 
that  he  thought  the  Hoase  ought  to  take  a 
question  on  the  point  now  before  it,  and  there- 
by settle  the  question  of  the  diepnted  powef  of 
the  Executive. 

Mr.  Stohbs,  of  New  York,  professed  not  to 
nuderstand  the  debate.  He  did  not  know  what 
gentlemen  meant  when  they  talked  about  the 
secret  service  fund  being  exhausted;  he  was 
completely  in  the  dark.  His  colleague,  from 
*  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heans,  (Mr.  Ykb- 
PLANOK,)  told  the  House  that  that  committee  had 
no  information — another  genUeman  told  them 
tiiet  the  oommis^oners  had  been  appointed  by 
somebody,  and  that  some  provisions  would  be 
made  for  them  by  somebody,  nobody  knew 
who.  For  himself,  he  was  not  in  the  secrets  of 
the  cabinet ;  neither  was  the  House  in  those 
secrets.  If  any  pnblic  Ministers  or  charg^ 
were  to  be  provided  for,  let  the  Government 
send  the  House  some  infoimation — let  it  send 
the  treaties  that  had  been  made — ^let  it  tell  the 
House  who  the  commissioners  are.  For  his 
own  part,  he  did  not  find  such  persons  ennmer- 
flted  among  oar  di^lomadc  agents.  The  House 
was  asked  to  act  in  the  dark — somebody  said 
they,  wanted  money,  but  the  GoTemmratliad 
not  condescended  to  tell  the  people  of  the 
United  8tat<es  what  it  -waa  wanted  for.  The 
House  had  received  no  estimate,  no  report; 
the  Government  gave  it'no  information  bat  this 
— that  it  wanted  money.  The  House  had  no 
facts  to  go  upon,  and  he  therefore  hoped  it 
would  stnke  out  the  whole  appropriation.  The 
item  of  $25,000  for  contingent  expenses  was  in- 
tended for  some  other  porpose,  he  did  not 
know  what ;  he  hoped  that  would  be  stricken 
out,  too,  unless  some  further  information  was 
{^ven.  When  he  Toted  aw^  mon^,  he  liked 
to  do  it  nnderstandinf^.  This  sum  was  not 
for  ib.6  ordinary  contmgent  fanA ;  if  it  was  to 
be  spent  in  presents  to  the  Grand  Turk,  he 
should  like  to  know  the  fact.  He  wished  to 
know  what  he  was  doing.  Were  these  $26,000 
to  be  pfud  for  gold  snnff-oozes,  diamond-headed 
dlWgers,  horses,  nms,  or  what  was  it  fort 

Mr.  Vbeplanck  asked  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
Stobbs,)  whether  the  object  of  his  inquiry  was 
to  obtain  a  list  of  the  special  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Turkish  legation.  The  present  sum 
of  $16,000  was  proposed  to  he  added  to  the  snm 
of  $26,000,  proTided  fbr  general  contingent  ex- 
penses. It  was  not  uauafto  lay  the  partionliarB 
of  foreign  intercourse  directly  or  Indirectlj  be- 
fore the  House. 

Mr.  Wa.tns  asked  gentlemen  to  state  whether, 
if  this  article  was  stricken  outj  certain  persons 
who  had  rendered  public  service  would  not  be 
left  to  take  their  chance  for  being  pud  before 
next  Congress;  and  he  again  asked  whether 
there  was  not  any  other  part  of  the  bill  on 
which  an  amendment  could  be  grafted  to  se- 
cure the  payment  of  agents,  the  value  of  whose 
tiablio  services  had  been  odcnowledged  by  the 
iiighest  aot  whioh  any  Government  oonld  per^ 
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form,  viz.,  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  whioh 
they  had  made. 

Mr.  MoDiTFnB,  observed  that  the  cmestion 
now  was  only  as  to  one  portion  of  the  Senate's 
amendment— to  the  remainder  the  gentleman 
mkht  add  what  he  pleased. 

Mr.  BiTBOES  observed  that  he  could  not  see 
why  persons  who  had  been  in  the  service  of 
the  country  should  not  be  paid.  Why  ought 
the  appropriation  to  be  smcken  out?  Did 
gentlemen  intend  that  tite  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment shonld  not  be  paidt  Why  not  paidt 
Had  they  rendered  no  serrioeY  or  was  the  ser- 
vice whioh  they  bad  rendered  Illegal  ?  If  th^ 
had  not  rendered  any  service,  how  came  this 
clause  in  the  bill,  if  the  service  had  been  ren- 
dered in  an  illegal  or  unconstitutional  manner  ? 
Yet,  so  far  as  the  country  was  bound  in  eqaity, 
why  should  not  this  House  say,  with  the  Sen- 
ate,-this  does  not  justify  as  in  withholding  their 
pay)  Why  was  the  clause  to  he  stricken  out? 
Was  any  gentleman  prepared  to  say  that  the 
President  had  the  right,  without  consulting  the 
Senate,  to  send  abroad  envoys  to  negotiate 
treaties^  nnless  under  tiie  pres^g  exigencies  <d 
wart  Can  be  consnmmate  this  aot  without 
consoltinff  the  Senate?  Are  we  going  to  s^ 
that  the  Prendent  may  not  only  ffil  a  vaeaney 
which  occurs  during  Uxe  recess  of  the  Senate, 
but  that  he  may,  without  the  Senate,  originate 
any  mission  he  pleases  ?  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  no 
donbt  that  the  Prerident  could  send  out  an 
agent  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  state  of 
our  relations  with  a  foreign  power,  but  this 
must  be  done  secretly.  Such  agents  never 
were  accredited.  The  President  might,  in  tlds 
manner,  discover  by  what  means  our  relations 
with  a  foreign  power  might  be  improved ;  bnt 
he  might  not  appoint  and  send  abroad  bi^ 
f  nbUe  envoys  witnont  first  oonsnlting  the  Sen- 
ate:- Mr.  B.  called  npon  all  who  heud  him  to 
say  Vt'^i^ether  they  were  prepared  to  sanction 
such  a'^^wer  in  the  Prerident  of  the  United 
States.  trusted  there  were  none.  Did  the 
House  then^intend  to  deprive  these  agents  of 
their  poy  (  ^ere  they  to  be  left  to  chance  for 
their  remuneraMon  ?  Would  the  Hotise  indulge 
a  disposition  to'  employ  aervices  when  they 
were  needed,  and  then  leave  the  servants  to 
get  their  pay  bow  they  could  t  No,  sir,  sud 
Mr.  B. ;  the  laborer^s  wa^  shall  never  sleep 
with  me.  I  trust  ther^  is  no  man  here  who 
will  vote  to  put  thesti  agents  off  to  another 
Congress.  Mr.  Bhind  \ras  omr  ewsnl  to  Odes- 
sa—he  is  known  to  bc  poOT,  and  to  possess 
nothing  bnt  what  the  Qovenunent  gives  him. 
He  believed  himself  to  be  employed  by  a  com- 
petent power — ^tet  us  pay  h^  for  the  services 
ne  perrormed — ^but  let  ns.  At  the  same  time, 
teke  core  to  say  that  the  power  which  employed 
him  was  not  competent. 

Mr.  MoDiTFiTs  ssdd  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  h^  no  intention  of  being  un- 
derstood as  saying  that  these  h'gents  were  not 
entitled  to  compensation  for  the.f  services — ^the 
committee  were  muminionB  in  the  oaatnxj 
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opinion ;  bat  thej  had  failed  in  accomplishing 
the  object  they  had  in  view  in  recommending 
that  wis  item  be  stricken  out,  which  was  to 
avoid  debate.  They  desired  to  present  the 
qnestion  in  sach  a  way  as  might  conciliate  all. 
He  agreed  that  the  simple  striking  out  of  this 
W>ropriation  might,  at  first  view,  appear  like 
the  expresadm  of  an  opinion  that  the  ii^iTidoala 
fai  queadon  are  not  entitled  to  oompensation ; 
bat  sooh  was  not  his  opinion,  nor  tnat  of  the 
oommittee.  They  were,  doubtless,  entitled  to 
compensation ;  and  if  the  House  could  provide 
afand  oat  of  which  they  might  be  pud,  be  should 
be  glad.  He  had  no  wish  to  appear  as  if  avoid- 
ing a  vote  on  the  prinoiple  contained  in  the 
Senate's  amendment,  bat  he  did  wish  to  avoid 
diflCusfiioD.  His  opinion  was,  aad-he  presumed 
there  were  few  bat  wonld  agree  with  him,  that 
the  President  did  not  possess  power  to  appoint 
Ministers  plenipotentiary  during  a  recess  of  the 
Senate,  withoat  nominating  tiiem  to  the  Senate 
at  ita  next  succeeding  session.  Bn^  if  he  was 
compelled  to  rote,  he  shoald  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  be  was  nnwilling  to  give  a  vote  wfai<m 
mig^t  be  coQstmed  into  a  censnre  of  the  Presi- 
dent for  what  he  had  done.  He  was  s-itlsfied 
that  the  ^air  had  happened  throagh  mere 
overnght,  withoat  any  bad  intent  The  Senato 
had  deemed  it  proper  to  vindicate  its  own 
power,  by  inserting  the  proviso.  Tlie  House 
had  no  snoh  object  and  no  such  obligation. 
The  Senate  had  now  done  what  they  desired, 
and  what  they  had  a  perfect  right  to  do,  and  he 
hoped  tliat  farther  debate  woiud  be  avoided. 

Mr.  Ellswobth  observed  that  the  Hoase  was 
now  broagM  back  to  the  qnestion  which  bad 
been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Bhode 
Idand,  (Mr.  Bdbqes.)  Certain  pnblio  agents 
had  pernmned  important  services;  they  had 
the  ffurest  elum  to  be  indemnified,  and  indem- 
nified at  this  time ;  and,  unless  the  House  in- 
tended to  compensate  them  in  some  other  mode, 
lliey  onght  not  to  strike  ont  this  appropriation. 
If  gentlemen  did  not  like  the  proviso,  let  them 
Btr^e  it  ont ;  but  the  cltum  to  compensation 
was  certainly  just  and  fair,  and  he  coald  never 
consent  to  strike  out  a  just  ^propriation  be- 
eaose  of  tiie  proviso  that  was  attached  to  it 

Mr.  Dbayton  said  that  he  deprecated  argu- 
ment as  much  as  any  gentleman,  and  he  should 
make  none,  unless  he  felt  bonnd  in  dnty  to  do 
so— be  should  not  vote  fbr  striking  ont  the 
olanse,  even  if  he  thonght  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  ccMnmissioners  was  illegal  or  un- 
constitutional. Bat  he  thonght  it  was  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  constitntional  power,  so  far  as  any 
construction  of  the  constitution  could  derive 
force  from  precedent  This  was  supported  by 
nnmeroos  examples.  He  was  not  for  striking 
ont  the  proviso.  He  considered  these  agents 
as  entitled  to  salaries.  There  was  a  fund  out 
of  whic^  tliey  might  be  paid,  and  there  was 
not  the  smallest  objection  to  the  amendment 

Mr.  McDuTFis,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Eixswonrn^ 
observed,  that  if  that  gentleman^svoto  to  strike 
oot  this  clause  depencbd  on  the  House  provid- 
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ing  some  other  mode  of  compensation,  bis  diffi- 
ciuty  might  easily  be  rcmoyed ;  for  as  soon  as 
the  House  should  vote  to  strike  out  this  amend- 
ment the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  "Watne) 
would  introduce  another  clause  to  cover  the 
same  object  The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on 
flftreeing  with  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  their  proposed  amendment,  going  to 
strike  ont  the  amendment  (tf  the  Senate,  and  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Btobbs,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  |25,000  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  mission,  and  substituting  |5,000.  Mr.  S. 
said  that  this  $25,000,  was  intended  to  provide 
the  tribute  customarily  given  to  the  Grand 
Seignior,  as  he  understood  it  The  old  Govem- 
meats  of  Europe  may  feel  it  their  interest  to 
procure,  by  these  means,  the  friendship  of  the 
Sublime  Porte.  Turkey  lays  under  tribute 
every  nation  with  which  she  has  intercourse, 
by  her  policy  of  requiring  presents.  He  asked 
if  it  was  proper  for  us,  whue  keying  np  friend- 
ly relations  with  Bnss^  withoat  any  Minister 
at  St.  Petersborg,  to  acquiesce  in  this  coarse. 
He  oonsidered  it  unsonnd  policy,  after  keeping 
ourselves,  for  half  a  century,  without  associat- 
ing with  the  politicians  at  Constantinople,  to 
send  a  charg^,  when  a  consul  would  be  as  effi- 
cient to  secure  our  interests.  He  stated  that  in 
sending  a  chargS  we  shall  only  make  our  coun- 
try appear  ridiculouB,.becan8e,  while  the  pleni- 
potentiaries of  other  courts  are  admitted  to  the 
"  brightness  of  the  sublime  presence,"  our  charg6 
will  be  compelled  to  stand  at  the  door  among 
the  servants  and  naderstrappers,  and  thus  would 
the  mi^esty  of  the  American  people  be  repre- 
sented. He  took  a  view  of  the  aconmnlating 
expenses  of  the  dijpltnnatio  corps  dnee  the  pres- 
ent Administration  came  into  power,  and 
asked  if  this  was  a  redemption  of  the  pledges 
given  by  them  before  they  were  in  office.  We 
are  called  on  to  send  a  charg6  to  disgrace  the 
American  people  before  all  Europe,  and  to  pay 
$25,000  ont  of  our  Treasury  for  this  privilege. 
There  has  been  no  informatioa  communicated 
to  this  House  to  call  for  this  appropriation;  and 
he  would  not  consent  to  make  any  appropriation, 
wiUiout  snfficient  knowledge  communicated  in 
a  proper  manner.  He  had  heard  much  of  this 
treaty  out  of  doors.  He  had  heard  that  parts 
of  it  are  very  exceptionable ;  and  It  was  ru- 
mored that  it  had  not  been  ratified.  We  have 
been  told  by  the  President,  in  his  opening  Mes- 
sage, of  a  liberal  treaty  with  Tnrkey.  He  did 
not  understand  the  term.  Was  it  not  a  recip^ 
rocal  treaty?  He  had  heard  that  Captain 
Biddle  had  written  a  long  letter  reprobating 
some  parts  of  the  treaty.  He  had  also  heard 
of  Mr.  Rhtnd  and  his  acts.  But  he  desired  that 
the  treaty  should  be  commanicat«d  to  the  Hoase 
before  the  appropriation  is  given.  He  thonght 
it  necessary  that  we  should  know  for  what  we 
are  called  on  to  give  this  money. 

Mr.  Cabson  said  it  aiw^  gave  him  pleasure 
to  Usteu  to  the  gentlenuuifitnnKewTork,  who 
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had  just  takeu  hia  seat,  becanse  of  the  ability 
which  he  alwaya  maoifested.  It  was  matter  of 
deep  regret  that  talents  of  so  high  an  order 
shoold  be  enlisted  on  the  wrong  side.  Bat,  on 
the  present  oecaaion,  Mr.  0.  was  constrained  to 
confess  that  be  never  heard  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  make  a  speech  on  that  floor  which 
he  himself  seemed  less  to  feel.  The  honorable 
gentleman  had  set  ont  with  telline  the  House 
that  he  was  perfectly  in  the  dark ;  that  he  could 
not  at  all  understand  the  debate ;  bat  what  a 
development  had  the  Hotiae  witoeBsed,  and  on 
what  authority  had  it  been  made  ?  The  first 
thing  the  gentleman  had  discoTered  was  the 
eitablishment  of  a  new  mission,  which  was  to 
cost  the  country  God  knows  how  mnch.  Each 
new  lOnister,  it  seemed,  was  to  be  famished 
with  new  snnff-bozes  and  every  snbtieqnent  Con- 
gress was  to  be  bonnd  to  make  new  and  farther 
appropriations.  The  Hlnieters,  too,  were  to 
make  themselves  ridicnlona,  by  appearing  in  an 
inferior  grade ;  an^  the  gentleman's  motion 
wonld  go  to  render  them  still  more  ridicnlona. 
The  President  had  submitted  the  treaty  to  the 
Senate,  and  Kr.  C.  had  understood  that  the 
treaty  had  been  ratified  with  an  amendment 
vhidi  went  to  strike  oat  one  offbnrive  article. 
He  was  not  snre  that  this  was  the  case,  bat  he 
had  been  so  informed.  In  the  discharge  of  his 
executive  dnty,  the  ^^ident  had  submitted  to 
the  Senate  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  dip- 
lomatic mission  to  the  Ottoman  Porte.  The 
bill  at  first  provided  for  the  outflt  of  a  full  Min- 
ister, bat  the  committee  (consisting  of  the  gen- 
tleman's friends)  had  redaced  the  Mnisver  to  a 
chargS,  and  had  thereby  afforded  the  gentleman 
an  opportanity  of  holding  up  to  the  Honse  a 
very  entertaining  spectacle,  where  onr  mnister 
appewed  dancing  attendance  oat  <^  doors 
among  servants  and  dragomen,  bat  never  ad- 
xnitted  to  the  brighbiess  of  the  Saltan's  sublime 
presence.  The  gentleman  aopeared  to  have 
tiionght  a  good  deal  on  the  eaiiject,  and  he  was 
sorry  he  had  not  obtained  any  information  as 
to  the  political  consequences  arising  from  this 
difference  of  grade  in  our  ^msters.  Probably 
another  agent  might  be  needed;  but  that  was 
the  business  of  the  Senate,  as  they  had  the  ex- 
olnsive  appointment  of  new  Ministers.  The 
gentleman  fh)m  New  York,  if  he  recollected 
ri^ht,  had  advocated  the  Panama  mission. 
Did  the  gentleman  at  that  time  ask  for  the  in- 
structions given  to  our  Minister]  Far  team 
it.  AM  then  was  to  be  oonfidence  in  the  Exec- 
utive. The  House  was  to  repose  an  official 
ocnifidence  in  tiie  EzeoatiTe.  why  did  not  the 
*Honse  now  hear  from  him  the  same  language  ? 
The  gentleman  had  professed  great  iterance ; 
but,  whatever  mignt  be  his  disclamiers,  the 
House  all  knew  fuU  well  that  the  gentJeman 
was  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which 
Turkish  treaties  were  usually  negotiated.  He 
knew  perfectly  well  that  presents  were  always 
made  by  every  nation  who  wished  to  muntsin 
diplomaUo  relations,  or  obtain  commercial  ad-* 
vantages,  or  hold  any  interconise  "with  the 
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Turkish  conrt.  The  commercial  benefits  to  be 
obtained  by  the  present  arrangement  the  gentle- 
man  had  taken  great  care  to  throw  into  the 
shade ;  yet,  if  any  conmiercial  advantage  was 
to  be  derived  to  tiie  country,  whatcit^  or  what 
State  of  the  Union  was  so  likely  to  share  in  it 
as  that  from  which  the  gentleman  came  f  The 
(»ty  of  Now  York,  to  which  he  understood  the 
gentleman  had  lately  removed  his  residence, 
being  the  great  oomraeroial  emporium  of  the 
conntr7f  had  the  deepest  interest  in  a  qnesticuL 
of  tUs  Idnd.  The  gmtleman  had  u&i  a  greit 
deal  about  p^riitg  tribute,  and  presenting  dia- 
mond snuff-boxes  to  an  infidel  power.  This 
language  might,  periiaps,  take  witn  the  Dutch 
of  New  York,  (to  use  a  phrase  which  he  had 
heard  the  gentleman  employ,)  and  it  showed  the 
^ntleman^s  great  deference  for  the  sense  and 
mibrmation  of  his  constituents.  But,  if  the 
gentleman  conld  impose  upon  his  own  constitu- 
ents, it  did  not  follow  that  he  could,  with  equal 
ease,  deceive  the  American  people.  They  pos- 
sess too  much  intelligence  for  such  an  operation. 
Mr.  0.  said  that  Andrew  Jackson  had  discharged 
his  dnty.  The  House  could  not  yet  have  the 
treaty  laid  before  it,  but  itopened  a  prospect  vi 
great  pecnniary  advantf^  to  the  nation,  from 
a  participation  in  the  commerce  of  the  Black 
Sea.  All  this  the  gentleman  well  understood ; 
and  i^  with  tibe  foil  understanding  of  it,  he 
chose  to  take  the  responsibility  of  defeating 
such  a  measure,  on  him,  and  on  those  who 
acted  with  him,  let  it  rest,  and  not  upon  An- 
drew Jackson,  or  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Abohbb  said  that  he  would  confine  him- 
self to  two  or  three  remarks,  by  way  of  ex- 
planation. The  gentieman  (Mr.  Stobbb)  had 
oommenced  by  sappodng  that  the  olt|ect  of  this 
troa^  was  to  put  tne  country  in  a  d^frading  atti- 
tade— to  grant  a  tribute,  to  buy  a  treaty  of  the 
Sublime  Porte.  But  sueh  had  been  no  part  cf 
the  object  The  treaty  was  made.  It  bad  been 
ratified,  with  the  exception  of  one  article.  So 
far  from  soliciting  or  begging  a  treaty,  the 
treaty  had  been  made  and  ratified,  and  tbe 
ol^ect  was  to  open  commercial  connectionB 
between  the  United  States  and  some  of  the 
richest  countries  in  the  old  world;  and  the 
present  appropriation  was  asked  in  order  that 
our  country  might  realize  these  benefits.  Our 
interest  in  those  seas  was  irreat  and  extended, 
and  the  question  was,  wfaetner  we  ought  not  to 
have  oommennal  agents  to  sapernse  the  inter- 
osts  <tf  tbe  United  States.  Bat  gentlemen  ast 
why  not  inteust  this  dn^  to  our  oonsnls?  If 
the  bill  had  done  so,  the  expense  wonld  have 
been  the  same.  The  Government  now  pays 
our  consul  at  Algiers  $4,000 ;  and  tbe  sahu-y  of 
a  chug6  was  but  $4,600.  Nothing  would  be 
gained,  therefore,  by  substituting  the  consul ; 
the  only  difference  would  be,  that  the  latter 
appointment  would  not  be  productive  of  such 
good  effects.  Bat  to  show  that  the  gentleman 
would  be  satisfied  with  no  conduct  of  the 
Administration,  and  that  he  held  it  a  duty  to 
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fic^  fiamlti,  the  gentlemaii  had  told  the  Hooee, 
that,  if  we  were  to  have  any  mis^on  to  Tarkey, 
it  ought  to  be  an  embaasj  extraordinary.  That 
waa  what  iha  Ezeoative  had  asked  for,  and 
what  the  Senate  had  reftased.  ■  If  the  present 
plan  was  wrong,  the  &a]t  was  not  with  the 
President. 

If  it  was  good  that  we  shoiild  hold  commer- 
aal  relations  with  the  boondless  territories  of 
the  Turk,  (relations  which  had  heretofore  ex- 
tended  bat  a  short  distance  aronnd  Smyrna,) 
was  the  ooantrj  to  refose  this  advantage, 
because  the  gentleman  from  Xew  York  thon^t 
it  degrading  to  make  presents  to  the  Grand 
Seignior,  to  tiie  amoout  of  |3C,000  ?  If  we  held 
saob  an  opinion,  we  should  be  the  only  power 
who  thoi^t  BO ;  all  other  natunu  have  acted 
otherwise.  If  the  country  was  to  have  political 
and  commercial  relations  with  the  Porte  at  all, 
it  eonld  BO  more  have  them  without  presents 
than  without  Ministers.  TSo  Minister  woald 
bave  been  received,  or  permitted  to  open  his 
oredentialfl,  till  he  had  offered  the  customary 
presents.  This  Government  once  received  a 
miadon  fVom  a  Turkish  power,  and  we  paid  the 
ambassador  a  regular  stipend  every  week,  al- 
though he  came  only  to  make  an  apology  for 
a  threat  which  had  been  uttered  by  his  country 
agunst  ours.  We  paid  all  the  expenses  of  his 
embassy,  and  allowed  him  $300  per  week  dur- 
ing hia  stay.  Was  that  expenditure  considered 
aztrangant  then  t  Was  uie  country,  for  such 
a  reason,  to  refuse  the  apology  of  a  foreign 
power,  and  thereby  to  avert  the  necessity  of 
a  wart  Mr.  Jefferson  was  wiser  than  that 
The  long  and  the  short  of  this  matter  was,  that 
here  were  presented  to  us  real  and  great  com- 
mercial advantages.  Extennve  regions,  among 
some  of  the  richest  on  the  globe,  were  about  to 
be  opened  to  the  United  States.  We  were  to 
hold  oommeroial  relations  with  all  the  countries 
around  the  Black  Bea ;  and  we  were  to  have 
this  advantage  in  the  most  economical  form — 
at  the  expense  of  maintaining  a  single  charg& 
As  to  the  other  items,  they  were  merely  the 
neeeasary  appendages  of  raoh  a  miscdon.  A 
draocHnaa  and  presents  wen  matters  of  course 
at  the  court  of  Turkey. 

Mr.  Stobbs  replied ;  when 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  ^BBS,  and  decided  in  the  native  by 
a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Watnb  then  moved  the  amendment  he 
had  before  proposed,  viz :  to  insert  after  the 
item  of  925,000,  the  following : 

"And  |1S,000  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
foreign  intercourse  heretofore  incurred." 

The  amendment  was  adopted— yeas  70,  nays 

Mr.  Williams  now  moved  to  insert  the  pro- 
viso, but  the  motion  was  r^eoted— yeas  62, 
Days  100. 

Mr.  DsATTON  mored  an  item  of  $1,600  for 
the  salary  of  a  student  of  languages,  bat  the 
amendment  was  r^eoted. 
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The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended 
on  motion  cS  Mr.  Wathi.  was  then  agreed 
to,  and  the  debate  dosed.  The  ooinmittee 
then  rose,  and  reported  the  amendments  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Yanos  moved  tor  a  divifflon  of  the  qnea- 
tiou  on  the  amendment  which  had  been  so  long 
debated  in  committee. 

The  question  was  accordingly  divided,  and 
being  put  on  the  appropriating  dausc,  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  ttriking  out 
proviso  of  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Mbboeb  f^ed  in  an  attempt  to  modify  it 

And  the  yeas  and  nays,  having  been  demand- 
ed by  Mr.  Vanob,  and  ordered  by  the  House, 
were  taken,  and  stood  as  follows : 

Tkas. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderaon,  An- 
gel, Archer,  Barringer,  James  Blafr,  Bockee,  Boon, 
Boist,  Brodiead,  Brown,  Cambreleng,  Carson,  CU- 
borne.  Clay,  Connor,  Crawford,  Crocheron,  Dvniel, 
Davenport,  Deberry,  Denav,  Dnyton,  Dudley,  Earll, 
Findlay,  Ford,  Oilmore,  Gordon,  Hall,  HaUey,  Har- 
vey, Hsynes,  Holland,  Hoffman,  Howard,  Hubbard, 
William  W.  Irvin,  Thomas  Irwin,  JarrU,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  KennOQ,.Perkina  King, 
Lamar,  Lea,  Leavitt,  Lent,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin, 
Magee,  Thomas  Maxwell,  UcCreery,  McCoy,  HcDuf- 
fie,  MclQtire,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Fatten, 
Pearce,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Sauford,  Scott,' Wm. 
B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Bhepp«rd,  Shields,  Smith, 
Speight,  Ambrose  Spencer,  ^chard  Spencer,  Ste- 
phens, Sutherland,  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Trea* 
vant,  Tucker,  Wayne.  Wilde— 88. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Altea,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Bam- 
well,  Baylor,  Beekman,  Butmao,  (^pbell,  ChQds, 
Chilton,  Coke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Gowles,  Craig, 
Crane,  Crockett,  Creighton,  Desha,  Draper,  Kager, 
Ellsworth,  George  Evans,  Horace  Everett,  Pinch, 
Gaither,  Gurley,  Hawkins,  Hodges,  Hughes,  Hnut, 
Huntington,  Johns,  IiOcompte,  Lyon,  Hartindale, 
Lewis  Maxwell,  Mercer,  Nuckolls,  Overton,  Piersoo, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Richardson,  Russell,  Stanberry, 
Swift,  T&Uaferro,  Test,  Vance,  Vamiun,  Tinton, 
Washington,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  Wil- 
liams, Yancey— rS7. 

So  the  House  agreed  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  in  striking  oat  the  proviso  which 
the  Senate  had  inserted,  and  wbioh  is  in  the 
words  following : 

"  Provided  aivayt.  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  be  const  rued  as  sanctioning,  or  in  any 
way  approving,  the  appmntment  of  these  persoos, 
by  the  Preadent  alone,  during  the  recess  of  Uie 
Senate,  and  without  their  advice  and  consent,  as 
commisuonen  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Otto- 
man Porte.** 

WamnsDAT,  March  9. 
Trade  to  DonuA  Idandi, 
Mr.  OAicBBELKBra,  from  the  Cknnimttee  <m 
Commerce,  to  wMoh  was  rafSBired  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  traa»- 
mittin^  the  correspondence  between  tiie  Dan- 
ish Mmister  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  con- 
cerning the  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  the  island  of  St  Qroix,  mada  the 
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following  report ;  which  was  read,  and  l^d  oa 
the  table: 

"  The  Committee  on  Commerce,  to  whicli  w&s  re- 
ferred the  correBpoDdence  between  the  DaniBh  i[In< 
Ister  'and  the  Secretary  of  State,  ooncenung  the 
commerce  of  the  ITDited  States  with  the  island  of 
St.  Crdz,  make  the  folkiwiDg  report : 

*'  The  Danish  Hinister  represents  that  the  prod- 
uce and  manufactures  of  the  United  States  have 
been  aniformly  admitted  into  the  island  of  St. 
Croix  without  duty,  or  at  very  moderate  rates,  and 
that  the  ressels  of  other  countries  have  l>een  ex- 
cluded. The  navigation  of  the  United  States  has 
been  permitted  by  Denmark  to  eqjoy  tiie  almost 
entire  monopoly  of  her  colonial  commerce.  While 
that  Government  has  extended  to  ns  these  advan- 
tages, the  Danish  Minister  complains  that  we  have 
augmented  our  duties  upon  the  produce  of  the 
Uand  of  St.  Croix,  so  much  as  to  render  it  impossi- 
ble fiw  the  |danter  to  pay  for  bis  sop^iiea;  and  that 
unless  some  change  should  be  made,  the  commerce 
of  that  island  must,  of  necessity,  be  driven  into 
some  other  channel, 

"  The  committee  have  also  before  them  a  memo- 
rial of  American  citizens,  interested  directly  and 
indirectly  in  the  plantations  of  St.  Croix,  sustainhig 
the  representation  of  the  Danish  Hinister.  To  re- 
vive this  branch  of  commerce,  tlie  Minister  pro- 
posed cert^n  commenoal  arrangements,  whidi  were 
declined  by  the  President,  as  they  were  founded 
upon  concessions  of  an  exelo^ve  character.  At 
the  request  of  the  Minister,  the  correepondence  was 
referred  to  Congress : 

"  The  £Dllowing  proposalB  were  offered  by  Den- 
Biark: 

1.  "TbMt,  in  the  iDterDOoree  of  the  IsUnd  of  St. 
Croix  with  foreign  ooontries  beyond  the  West  In- 
dian seas,  no  foreign  ships  but  those  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  admitted  to  an  entry  at  the  custom- 
houses of  the  island,  nor  suffered  to  export  produce 
thence ;  (the  whole  trade  of  the  island  will  thus  be 
reserved  to  the  Danish  and  American  flags.) 

&.  "That  Lidian  own  and  Indian  com  meal,  im- 
ported into  the  island  of  SL  Croix  from  the  United 
States,  shall  be  subject  to  no  dnty  whatever ;  (this 
article  amounts  to  nearly  twenty  thoosaiid  pun- 
cheons annually  0  <u><3  • 

8.  "  That  all  otner  articles,  without  any  limitation 
whatever  shall  be  allowed  to  be  imported  iato  the 
idand  of  St.  Grdx  from  the  United  States,  suUect 
to  snch  dndes  only  as  by  this  arrangement  shall  be 
agreed  upon,  and  which  shall  not  exceed  five  per 
cent  ad  valorem  on  oertun  arUcles,  conadered  ne- 
cessaries, or  of  general  use  and  consumption,  as 
flour,  salted  provisions  of  any  kind,  butter,  cheese, 
tallow,  candles,  fish  oil,  oil  of  turpentine,  live  stock, 
and  horses,  staves,  hoops,  headings,  Angles,  boards 
and  deals  of  all  deacriptioiut,  and  di  sorts  of  mann- 
fiu^ur^d  goods  of  the  coarser  kind,  whether  made 
from  wood,  metals,  wool,  or  cotton,  and  not  exceed. 
ing  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  other  arUcles 
coming  more  properly  under  the  denomination  of 
luxuries,  as  fiirniturea,  carriages,  gigs,  &c. 

"The  concessions  were,  however,  proposed  only 
upon  condition  (hat  the  United  States  would  also 
concede  exclnrive  advantages  to  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  St.  Croix,  mclutog  a  provMon  that 
the  produce  of  that  island  should  be  admitted  into 
this  country  at  lower  rates  of  duty  than  might  be 
levied  upon  similiv  produotiona  of  other  countries. 

"  The  friendly  policy  of  Denmark,  and  the  re- 
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cent  manifestation  of  her  justioe  towards  this  coun- 
try, should  recommend  any  proportion  of  hers  to 
our  most  favorable  consideration.  But  with  every 
disposition  to  receive  these  proposals  in  a  spirit 
mutual  liberality,  the  committee  discover  too  DiaBy 
and  substantial  objections  to  any  arrangement  of 
the  character  proposed.  It  has  always  been  our 
wise  policy  to  offer  equal  commerdal  advantages  to 
all  nations,  and  to  entangle  ourselves  with  no  em- 
barrasring  arrangements  with  any  country ;  grant- 
ing privileges  denied  to  other  countries,  and  estab* 
lisning  discrintioattng  duties  in  fiavor  (tf  the  produo- 
Uons  of  particular  nations,  which  are  not  onared  to 
all.  The  committee  deem  it  impcdltlc  to  enter  into 
any  exclusive  arrangements,  even  were  they  not 
restrdned  from  recommen<Ung  any  snch  measure, 
by  our  obUgatiouB  to  other  nauons.  Our  duties  on 
the  prodnctioDB  of  St.  Croix  are  undoubtedly  too 
high  to  admit  of  a  mutually  profitable  exchange  In 
our  commerce  with  that  island.  We  may,  how* 
ever,  Indulge  the  hope  that  some  modification  of 
onr  imposts  may  follow  the  redemption  of  our  pub> 
lie  debt,  which  will  be  more  favorable  to  the  pro- 
ductions of  an  island  which,  from  its  vicinity  to  onr 
continent,  maybe  almost  considered  a  commercial 
appendage  of  the  United  States.  But  whatevw 
measure  we  ma^  adopt,  should  t>e  of  a  general 
character,  operating  with  a  Just  equality  on  our 
commerce  with  all  nations.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, ask  to  tte  discharged  from  the  farther  eonud- 
eration  of  the  correspondenoe." 


Thuesdat,  March  8. 
ThanJ»  to  ike  Speaker . 

Hr.  Oabmk  rose  (Hr.  ICcDuffb  temptxvrilj 
occapying  the  chur)  and  said,  the  Honse 
BepreseDtatives  of  tiie  twenty-first  Oongren 
had  met  for  the  last  time ;  and  when  we  eepa- 
rate  to-day,  sud  be,  many  of  ua  will  have  paited' 
to  meet  no  more  forever.  Ify  heart  admonishes 
me  that  this  is  a  fit  occasion  for  ns  to  offu*  np 
all  onr  animosities  upon  the  altar  of  peace, 
kindness,  and  good  viU.  In  rising,  sir,  to  per- 
form a  last  act  of  I^islative  daty  apon  this  oo- 
casion,  I  do  it  the  more  willingly,  and  with  the 
more  pleasure,  hecaose^  while  it  is  an  aot  of 
jostice^  it  is  an  act  of  friendship. 

I  adc  leave  to  iatrodnoe  the  loIloTiiig  resola- 
tion,  whidi  I  hope  will  be  nnanimonsly  re- 
and  adopted: 

Rsmlvedy  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Hononble  Andrew  Stevenson,  ^leak- 
er,  for  the  dignity,  imparti^ty,  promptitude,  and 
aUlity,  wUh  which  he  has  dischoi^ed  ue  dnues  <tf 
the  Wtix  during  the  present  sesdon. 

Bamrig  <tf  Bitk. 

"Hr.  Sfenobb,  from  the  Committee  .on  jligri- 
cnltora,  to  whidi  was  referred  a  letter  to  tiie 
gpeaiter  from  Ooont  Fontaniellere,  of  Paris,  ao- 
oompanied  with  a  tranBlation  of  a  treatise  by 
Cknmt  Dandalo,  on  the  art  of  cultivating  the 
mulberry,  by  Ooont  Vevn,  and  also  observa- 
tions by  Ooimt  Fontamellere  on  two  different 
varieties  of  mulberries,  by  leave  of  the  Hoow 
lepwted  the  fiollowiiig  reKdntioa : 

Digitized  by  Google 


Bamng  ofSUi.  ' 


DEBATES  OF  OONaRESS. 


845 


Habob,  1881.] 


Bttohed,  That  the  Spetker  be  requested  to  an- 
•wer,  in  behalf  of  the  Boue,  the  aforesaid  letter, 
and  to  express  the  acknowle^SOHnta  of  the  House 
for  this  manifestation  of  die  interest  taken  hj  ^ 
tfaigaished  for^inen  Intba  wel&re  and  prosperitir 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  said  books  be 
^aeed  hi  the  pobHe  libraty. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  agreed  to. 
Sigiprmhn  (ifths  SlaM  7hn2s. 

Hr.  Mnon  moved  to  nupend  the  rnle,  to 
wiable  turn  to  sabmtt  the  following  resolution : 

Xuolvedf  TbMt  the  Frendent  of  Uie  United  ^tes 
be  requested  to  renew  and  to  proaeonte  from  time 
to  Ume  Booh  negotiations  with  the  sereral  maritime 
powen  of  Europe  and  America,  as  he  may  deem 
expedient,  for  the  eflbctnal  abolition  of  the  African 
slave  trade,  audits  alttmatodenandatioD,  as  piracy, 
imder  the  law  of  nations^  by  the  consent  of  the  dv- 
ilized  world. 

And  on  tbe  qvestioii  ihall  the  role  be  sds- 
pended, 

It  passed  ia  tiie  afflrmatire— yeas  108,  nays 
80. 

The  said  rescdntion  was  then  raodved;  and 
after  debate^ 

The  preTions  qnestion  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Folk  ;  and  being  demanded  by  a  nu^ority  of 
the  members  present,  waa  pnt^  and  passed  in 
the  affirmative.   

The  m^  qneatlon  waa  then  pnt,  vis,:  "WQl 
the  Hoose  agree  to  the  add  resolntion ) " 

And  passed  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

TiAS. — Messrs.  Anderson,  AngeL  Arnold,  Bai- 
ley, Barber,  Barringer,  Bates,  Beekman,  Bockee, 
Borst^  BrocUiead,  Barges,  Butman,  Cahoon,  Oamp* 
*  beB,  ChOda,  Condlet,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowles, 
Craig,  Crane,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crocheron, 
Crownindiield,  Davenport,  John  Davis,  Denny,  De 
Witt,  Dickinson,  Draper,  Drayton,  Dwight,  Sikg^r^ 
Earn,  EUswortb,  George  Evans,  Edward  Everett, 
Borace  Evere^  Findlay,  iilnch,  Fry,  Qiimore,  Qren- 
nell,  Halsey,  Hammons.  Harvey,  Hawkins,  Bemp- 
hDl,  Hodges,  Bolland,  BoShian,  Howard,  Babbard, 
Hunt,  Buntmgton,  Ihrie,  Thomas  Irwin,  Jar^, 
Johns,  B.  H.  Jolmsoi^  Kendall,  Eiacaid,  Perkins 
King,  Adam  King,  Leavltt,  Lecompte,  Leiper, 
Letcher,  LyoD,  Bagee,  Hartladale,  HcCreery,  Uc- 
DoOe,  Mercer,  iGUer,  Iffitebell,  Muhlenberg,  Fearce, 
Pettis,  Ramsey,  Beed,  Mchardson,  Bose,  Scott,  W. 
B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Semmes,  Sill, 
Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Richard  Spencer,  Stan* 
berry,  Sterigere,  William  L.  Storrs,  Strong,  Sulhei^ 
land,  SwifL  Tatiaferro,  Taylor,  Test,  John  Thomson, 
IVaey,  Tucker,  Tance,  Tamum,  Verplaack,  Vinton, 
WaaUngtOD,  Weeks,  WhitUesey,  C.  P.  White,  Ed- 
ward D.  White,  ^raiUms,  Wilson,  Young— 118. 

Katb.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Barbour,  Barnwell, 
James  Bli^,  Bouldin,  Carson,  Daniel,  W.  R.  Davis, 
Desha,  Dudley,  Foster,  OaiOier,  Bali,  Baynes, 
Hinds,  C.  Johnson,  Lamar,  Lea,  Loyall,  Nuckolls, 
Overton,  Patton,  Polk,  Potter,  Bencher,  Roane, 
^ght,  WUey  Thompson,  Treivant,  mokUffe, 
Wide,  Tancey— 32. 

So  the  resolve  was  agreed  to. 
On  motion  f^lfr.  DwuBi^ 


[fl.  B. 

Retolved,  That  a  committee  be  appohited  on  the 
part  of  this  Bouae,  to  be  joined  by  such  committee 
as  may  l>e  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the 
Pieudent  of  the  United  States,  and  to  notify  him 
that,  unless  be  may  have  further  communications 
to  make,  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  having  com- 
pleted the  butiness  before  them,  are  ready  to  doae' 
the  pcesent  session  by  an  adjounimenL 

ISx.  DwioHT  and  Mr.  Boane  were  ^)pointed 
of  the  Baid  committee  (m  the  part  of  this  Honsew 
Soon  after, 

Hr.  DwiQHT,  from  the  said  joint  committee, 
reported  that  the  committee  had,  aooordmg  to 
order,  waited  on  the  Preddent,  and  made  the 
oommnnication  to  him ;  and  that  the  President 
answered  that  he  had  no  ftutber  commimioa- 
tions  to  make  to  either  Hooae  of  Oongreas. 

It  was  then 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  notify  that  body  that  this  House,  having  com- 
pleted the  bumncBS  before  it,  Is  now  ready  to  close 
the  present  seenon  by  an  ac|joummeQt,  and  that 
the  Clerk  do  go  with  said  message. 

The  Olerk  having  delivered  said  message,  and 
being  retamed,  a  message  was  reoeivea  from 
the  Senate  by  Itr,  Lowrie,  their  Secretary,  noti- 
fying the  House  that  the  Senate,  having  com- 
.pleted  the  legislative  bnsinesa  before  it,  is  now 
ready  to  dose  the  present  season  of  Oongresa 
by  an  a^oomment. 

Therenpon, 

The  Speiaker  rose  fhun  his  ohair,  and  addreased 

the  HoQse  as  follows : 

GKHTLEum :  I  receive  with  sentiments  of  pro- 
found respect  and  gratefld  feeUng  the  renewed  ex- 
presrion  of  yoor  wprobation  and  confidence  In  my 
administration  of  the  arduous  dnties  of  tMs  high 
office.  The  character  and  power  of  this  House ; 
the  rank  which  it  holds  in  the  eyes  of  the  wortd ; 
the  deep  and  abiding  confidence  of  the  nation  In 
the  intelligence,  virtue,  and  patriotism  of  its  repre- 
sentatives, must  ever  render  the  approbation  or  oen- 
sore  of  this  Bouse  a  matter  of  no  ordnary  Impor- 
tance to  those  who  fill*  high  places  of  public  trust 
and  confidence.  This  station,  justly  esteemed 
among  the  first  In  distinction  and  honor,  has  tUways 
been  regarded  not  only  as  one  of  elevated  charac- 
ter, but  of  severe  re^nsilnlity  and  labor,  and  <^ 
extreme  deUeaoy.  Li  dischai^g  its  ardooas  and 
malU&rlouB  duties,  no  man  can  hope  to  free  bim- 
self  from  error,  or  to  give  nnqaaUfled  or  nniverral 
satisfiuition.  In  times,  even,  of  pr^nnd  tranquil- 
lity and  repose,  to  please  every  one  cannot,  and 
oturht  not,  to  be  expected.  Amid  the  storms  of 
political  and  party  excitements,  it  would  be  idle 
and  vain  to  expeirt  It.  My  path  here  for  the  last 
four  years  has  not  been  strewed  with  roses.  I 
have  had,  as  you  well  know,  my  fUU  share  of  ranon* 
sibiiity,  embarrassment,  and  toil.  I  can  say,  how- 
ever, with  truth,  that  I  have  endeavored  to  meet 
your  expectations  by  a  zealous  devotion  of  my  time, 
and  even  my  health,  to  your  service,  and  by  a 
faithful  and  independent  dischai^  of  my  public 
duty.  This,  gentiemen,  was  all  that  I  promised 
when  I  received  this  high  appointment  at  your 
hands ;  and  In  Uying  It  down  I  feel  a  prond  con- 
sdoasnessthatlbaTetedeemedmyidedge;  andff 
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tli«  trust  has  oot  been  abl;,  it  hag,  at  least,  been 
honestly  discharged.  During  the  entire  period  of 
m;  service,  and  under  all  the  a^tations  of  the 
timea,  it  haa  been  mj  pemiUar  good  fortune  and' 
pleasure  to  receiTe,  In  an  almost  unezampled  man-' 
ner,  the  kindness  and  rapport  of  the  members  of 
this  House ;  and  in  proof  of  it  I  may  be  permitted 
to  remark,  I  hope  vithont  Tanity,  that  in  all  the 
numerous  and  important  decisious  which  I  hare 
been  called  upon  to  pronoonce  from  this  chair,  bat 
one  has  ever  been  rerersed  by  the  judgment  of  the 
Bouse,  and  that  under  drcnmstanoeB  whicb  can 
cause  me  no  regret.  Can  I,  then,  feet  otherwise 
than  graUfied  and  flattered,  cheered  and  consoled, 
by  this  renewed  and  distiogoislied  evidence  of  your 


confidence  and  &Torf  I  receire  it,  gentlemen,  in 
the  si^rit  in  wUch  it  has  been  offered ;  I  cherish 
it  in  my  heart.  It  is  the  highest  and  the  only  re- 
ward that  I  dther  sought  or  expected  ;  and  I  dull 
cherish  it  through  Jife  with  fe^ngs  of  the  deepest 
respect,  and  the  most  affectionate  gratitude.  God 
grant  tiat  you  may  long  live  toserre  and  beuefit 
your  cooDtry,  and  enjoy  Its  undiminished  confi- 
dence ;  and,  in  bidding  yon  an  affectionate,  and, 
perhaps,  last  Jkrewell,  accept,  I  pray  you,  my  cor- 
dial and  best  wishes  for  your  indindoai  health, 
I^osperity,  and  hqqdneas. 

He  then  dedued  tike  "Sxmaa  to  be  acyonraed 
MM  42ml 
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TWENTT-SECOIfD  COirGRESS.-FIRST  SESSION. 

BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  DEOEHBER  S,  1881. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE.* 


UoTOAT,  December  B,  1881. 

Mr.  SiOTH,  of  Maryland,  Tresident  pro  Urn. 
of  the  Senate^  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dmt,  took  Uie  chair  at  twelve  o'clock ;  and,  on 
calling  die  Hoiue  to  order,  it  appeared  that 
thirtj-firar  membera  were  present. 

Mr.  DroUT,  of  New  York,  stated  that,  hj 
some  omission  or  inadverteace,  the  credentials 
of  his  coUeagae,  the  honorable  Wh.  Maicot, 
had  not  been  forwarded.  He  coQld,  however, 
testify  that  Hr.  Mabot  was  dnly  elected  Sena- 
tor for  that  State ;  and  aa  similar  instances  of 
sach  onussioQ  were  on  record,  he  hoped  the 
present  would  not  operate  as  an  obstacle  .to  his 
admisrion,  and  moved  that  Mr.  MAsoT-be  per- 
mitted to  take  his  seat;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to^  Mm.  eon. 

Mr.  Bbll,  of  New  Hamwhire^  moved  that 
the  hraonble  JoeuH  S.  Johnston,  Senator 
elect  for  the  State  of  Loniriana,  be  permitted 
to  take  hia  seat  The  credentials  of  Mr.  J.  had 
not^  Ibr.  B.  stated,  yet  arrived,  bat  his  election 
was  a  matter  of  such  pablio  notoriety,  as  to 
indoee  him  to  htroe  that  the  Senate  would  not 
hesitate  to  admit  nim.  In  whidi  motion,  after 
a  brief  soggestion  from  Ur.  Hatns,  .on  the 
propriety  of  having  these  credentids  filed,  the 
Senate  ooncorred. 

The  usual  message  was  then  sent  to  the 
Hoose  of  Bepresentatives,  notifying  that  a  quo- 
nun  of  the  Senate  had  assembled. 


*  LIST  or  IfSHBEBS  OV  THK  BKNATK 

JTo^M^oba  HotBMi,  Palef  SptifM; 
Sme  ffainp*Mra.  — flMnne]  Ball,  Imm  HQL 
jr<HMMft«M«i;— DsDlM  Wetwtor,  NithuM  Blbbea. 
tlukU  Island.— B.  Knl^t,  Aiher  Bobblaa. 
CbfMMMoHt— Ssmiul  A.  Voot,  Oldeon  TomUiuoit, 
r<nN«iUL— Hontto  B«rmoar,  Samual  PnntlM. 
Mm  rMifc--cai>riHB.  I>iidl«r,iniUHa  Ibnr. 
ir«w  JiffMy.— X.  DkdMrMttfTlModon  rnlli^nTMii. 
AmHytemfo;— Gm.  M.  IHIIm,  Wm.  WUkln*. 
iWcHPOTA.— J.  H.  CUjrton,  Arnold  NaaiUla. 
jrarytaHU— &  F.  dwmbwi^  8m«m1  Smltk. 


Mr.  Eaia  and.  Mr.  Foot  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  Jdn  the  oommittee  of  tne  Honse 
of  Representatives  to  infram  the  Prerident  trf 
the  United  Statea  that  the  two  Houses  had 
o^;ani»d,  wd  wwe  ready  to  proceed  to  bnri- 
neaa. 

The  Senate  then  a^onmed  to  twelve  o^cAook 
to-morrow, 

TmsDAT,  December  6. 

Mr.  EiNO,  from  the  joint  committee  appoint- 
ed to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  reported  that  they  bad  performed  the 
daty  eq]aaned  them,  and  had  received  an  inti- 
mation that  the  President  woold,  at  twelve 
o*dock  tJiis  day,  make  a  written  communica- 
tion to  botilt  Houses  of  Congress. 

The  oommmiioation  promised  by  the  Presi- 
dent was  received  by  the  bands  of  Mr.  Donkl- 
BON,  his  private  Secretary ;  which  was  rrad  aa 
follows : 

RUow-eititem  of  the  Senait 

and  Mmm  of  JEspfMrnfoftnu; 
The  lepresentatitm  of  the  people  has  been  re- 
newed far  the  twentv-seeond  ume  since  the  consU- 
tatioo  they  formed  nu  been  hi  force.  For  near 
half  a  century  the  Chief  Magistrates  who  hare  been 
succesavely  chosen,  have  made  their  aauual  com- 
muuleaUons  of  the  state  of  thb  nation  to  its  repre- 
sentatives.   Generally,  these  communicatiouB  have 


nrffitUa.—Utti»tau  W.  Tuawell,  JtHitk  Tjln. 
jr«rtt  OaroUHOj—B.  Brown,  W,  P.  KiBimi. 
Bovth  OaemukS,  Y.  Hajiia,  8.  D.  WOn. 
04orffia.—Q*OTg»  U.  Troup,  JoIid  Fonjth. 
JMiMiy.— George  H.  Bibb,  Henry  CUy. 
TWuMfMe.— Felix  Qrondjr,  Hn^  L.  White, 
OiUo.— Beqjamln  Bng^ea,  Tbomu  Ewing. 
LotUtiana. — J.  8.  Johnetoii,  Geo.  A  Wigganua. 
IndtamL—iriObm  Hntdrlcks,  Bobert  Huoa. 
JHvMjtpi^Powlwttn  ElUa,  G«a  PoUdwtw. 
JUtoela-Ellaa  K.  Kaae,  John  U.  BoUbmil 
Alabama.— mmua  JL  King,  Ctabriel  Hoora. 
JHjwarC— tbomaaXL  Banton,  Alu  BaekMr. 
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been  of  the  most  grattfyiDg  oatuie,  testifying  an 
advance  in  all  the  imprOTements  of  social,  ana  all 
Uie  seenciUes  of  poliUcal  life.  But  frequently  and 
joatly  aa  yon  bare  been  called  on  to  be  grateful 
for  the  bounties  of  Providenoe,  at  few  periods  have 
the;  been  more  abundantly  or  extensively  bestow- 
ed than  at  the  present — rarely,  if  erer,  have  we 
had  greater  reason  to  congratiuatc  each  other  on 
tbe  conUnned  and  increagng  ptovpetitj  of  our  be- 
lored  country. 

Agriculture,  the  first  and  most  important  occu- 
pation of  man,  has  compensated  the  labors  of  the 
bnsbandmaD  with  plentiful  crops  of  all  the  varied 
products  of  our  eztenuve  couutry.  Manufactures 
have  been  eatablished,  la  wbich  the  funds  of  the 
caiHtalist  find  a  pn^table  ioTcstment,  and  whi(^ 
give  employment  and  sabdstence  to  a  numerous 
SAd  inerea^ngbody  of  industrious  and  dexterous 
mechanics.  The  laborer  is  rewarded  by  high 
wages,  in  the  construction  of  works  of  internal 
improrement,  which  are  exten^ng  with  unprece- 
dented rai^dity.  Science  is  steadily  penetrating 
the  receases  of  nature,  and  disdodng  her  secrets, 
while  die  Ingeniuty  of  free  miuda  is  subjecUng  the 
elements  to  the  power  of  man,  and  malring  each 
new  conquest  auxiliary  to  bis  comfort.  By  our 
muls,  whose  speed  is  regularly  increased,  and 
whose  routes  are  every  year  extended,  the  commn- 
Dioation  of  public  intell^ence  and  private  budness 
is  rendered  mquent  ana  safe — the  intercourse  be- 
tween distant  dties,  which  It  formeiiy  required 
weeks  to  accompUah,  la  now  offected  In  a  few  days 
— and,  in  the  construction  of  railroads,  and  the 
application  of  steam  power,  we  have  a  reasonable 
prospect  that  the  extreme  parts  of  our  country  will 
be  so  much  approximated,  and  those  most  isolated 
by  tbe  obstacles  of  nature  rendered  so  acceauble, 
as  to  remove  an  apprehension,  sometimea  enter- 
tained, that  the  great  extent  «  tbe  Uidon  would 
wdanger  Us  permanent  existence. 

If,  flrom  the  satisbctory  view  of  our  agriculture, 
manuCacturea,  and  internal  improvements,  we  turn 
to  tbe  state  of  our  navigation  and  trade  with  for- 
eign nations,  and  between  the  States,  we  shall 
scarcely  find  less  cause  for  gratulatlon.  A  benefi- 
cent novidence  baa  proridra,  tw  their  ezerdie ' 
and  encouragement,  an  extendre  coast  indented 
by  capadous  bays,  noble  rivers,  inland  seas,  with 
a  country  productive  of  every  material  for  ship- 
building, and  every  commodity  for  gainful  com- 
merce, and  filled  with  a  population  active,  intelli- 
gent, well  informed,  and  fearless  of  danger.  These 
advantages  are  not  Defected;  and  an  Impulse  has 
latdy  been  given  to  commerda}  enterprise,  which 
fills  our  shipyards  with  new  constructions,  encour- 
ages all  the  arts  and  branches  of  Industry  connect- 
ed with  them,  crowds  the  wtiarres  of  our  cities 
irith  vessels,  and  coven  the  most  distant  seas  wiUi 
oar  canvas. 

Let  OS  be  gtatefhl  fi>r  these  bie«ingi  to  the  be- 
neficent Being  who  has  conferred  dwm,  and  wlu> 
snflhn  08  to  indulge  a  reasonable  hope  of  their 
continuance  and  extcnrion,  while  we  neglect  not 
the  means  by  wliich  they  may  be  preserved.  If 
we  may  dare  to  of  His  future  desi^  by  tbe 
manner  in  which  His  past  &vors  have  i>een  be- 
stowed, He  has  made  our  national  prosperity  to 
depend  on  the  preservation  of  our  liberties— our 
national  force  on  our  Federal  Hnlon — and  oar  indi- 
vidual  happiness  on  the  maintenance  of  our  fitaie 
li^ta  and  wise  laititntionBL  If  w«  an  praqpetoas 
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at  home,  and  respected  abroad,  it  Is  because  we 
are  free,  united,  industrious,  and  obedient  to  the 
laws.  While  we  continue  so,  we  shall,  by  the 
blessing  of  Heaven,  go  on  in  the  happy  career  we 
have  befpin,  and  which  has  brought  us,  in  the 
short  penod  of  our  political  existence,  from  a  popu- 
lation of  three  to  thirteen  millions — from  thirteen 
separate  colonies  to  twenty-four  United  States— 
from  weakness  to  strength-— from  a  rank  seareely 
marked  in  the  scab  of  nations  to  a  high  |Uaoe  in 
their  respect. 

This  last  advantage  Is  one  that  has  reeolted,  in 
a  great  degree,  from  the  principles  which  have 
gmded  our  intercourse  with  Foreign  Powers  mnce 
we  have  assumed  an  equal  station  among  them; 
and  hence  tbe  annual  account  wUoh  Uie  Bxeentive 
renders  to  the  country,  of  the  manner  in  which 
that  branch  of  hb  duties  baa  been  fulfilled,  proves 
Instructive  and  salutary. 

The  pacific  and  wise  policy  of  our  Government 
kept  us  in  a  state  of  neutrality  during  the  wars 
that  have,  at  (Ufferent  periods  einoe  our  political 
existence,  been  carried  on  by  other  powers;  but 
this  policy,  while  it  gave  activity  and  extent  to  our 
commerce,  exposed  it  in  tbe  same  proportion  to 
iiyuries  from  the  belligerent  nations.  Hence  have 
arisen  claims  of  indemnity  for  those  Injuries. 
England,  France,  Spain,  Holland,  Sweden,  Den- 
mark, liaples,  and  lately  Fortogd,  had  all,  in  a 

Cter  or  lass  degree,  infringed  our  neittral  rights, 
ands  for  reparation  were  made  npoa  alt  They 
have  bad  la  all,  and  continue  to  have  In  some 
cases,  a  leading  infiuence  on  the  nature  c^onr  rdv 
tiona  with  the  powers  on  whom  they  were  made. 

Of  tbe  chums  upon  England  it  Is  unnecessary  to 
speak,  further  thin  to  say  that  tbe  state  of  thiogs 
to  which  their  proeecution  and  denial  gave  rise,  has 
been  auooeeded  by  arrani^ments,  prochictive  of 
mutual  good  feeling  and  amicable  rdations  betveas 
the  two  countries,  wbich  it  is  h<^ied  will  not  be 
interrupted.  One  of  these  arrangements  is  that 
relating  to  the  colonial  trade,  which  was  communi- 
cated to  Congress  at  the  last  session ;  and,  although 
the  short  period  during  which  it  has  been  in  foree 
will  not  enable  me  to  form  an  accurate  judgownt 
of  its  <q)eimtion,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  it  will  prove  highly  benefidah  The  trade 
thereby  authorized  has  employed,  to  the  SOth  Sep- 
tember last,  upwards  of  80,000  tons  of  American, 
and  16,000  tons  of  foreign  shipinng  in  the  outward 
voyages;  and,  in  the  inwani,  nearly  an  equal 
amount  of  American,  and  20,000  only  of  forngn 
tonnage.  Advantages,  too,  uave  rwulted  to  onr 
agricnltaral  interests  from  tbe  state  of  the  trade 
betwew  Canada  and  our  territories  and  States 
bordering  Ott  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  lakes,  which 
may  prove  more  than  equivalent  to  the  loss  sus- 
tuoed  by  tbe  discrimination  made  to  favor  tbe 
trade  of  the  Northern  oolonies  with  the  West 
Indies. 

After  oar  transition  frmn  the  state  of  coloidee  to 
that  of  an  indepmdent  nation,  many  piunts  were 
found  necessary  to  be  settled  between  as  and  Great 
Britun.  Among  them  was  the  demarcation  <^ 
boundaries,  not  described  with  suflSdent  predsion 
in  ^e  treaty  of  peace.  Some  of  the  lues  that 
dii^de  the  Slates  and  territories  of  the  United 
States  from  the  British  provinces,  have  been  d^l^ 
tivdy  fixed.  That,  however,  which  separates  us 
from  tbo  pronnoes  of  Canada  and  Mew  Brunswick 
to  the  North  and  the  East,  was  stili  in  dispute 
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vhen  I  came  into  office.  But  I  fouDd  arrangements 
made  for  Its  settlement,  over  which  I  bad  no  controL 
The  commissioners  who  had  been  appointed  under 
the  proraionB  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  ha^ng  been 
tiiiftble  to  agree,  a  conTenUoD  was  made  irith  Great 
Britain  b;  my  Immediate  predecessor  in  office,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  by  which  it 
was  agreed  "that  the  points  of  difference  wUch 
hare  arisen  in  the  settlement  of  the  boundary  line 
between  the  American  and  British  dominions,  as 
described  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  trea^  of  Ghent, 
dun  be  referred,  as  therdn  prodded,  to  eome 
fiiendly  sovereign  or  Sute,  who  shall  be  Invited  to 
invesUgate,  and  make  a  decision  upon  such  points 
of  Terence and  the  King  of  the  Netheriands 
having,  by  the  late  Prendent  and  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  been  designated  as  soch  friendly  sovereini, 
H  became  my  daty  to  curr,  with  good  Mth,  the 
agreement,  so  made.  Into  tm  eflEeet.  To  this  end  I 
catued  all  the  meaaarea  to  be  taken  which  were 
necessary  to  a  full  exposition  of  our  case  to  the 
sovereign  arbiter;  and  nominated  as  IGnister  pleni- 
potentiary to  his  court,  a  distinguished  citieen  of 
the  State  most  Interested  in  the  question,  and  who 
had  been  one  of  the  agents  preTiooaly  emph^ed 
for  settling  the  controversy.  On  the  lOtb  day  of 
January  last,  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Nether- 
Unds,  delivered  tothe  plenipotentiaries  of  the  United 
Btates,  and  of  Great  Britain,  his  written  opinion  on 
fte  case  referred  to  him.  The  papers  In  relation  to 
tbe  subject  will  be  communicated,  by  a  special  mes- 
sage, to  the  proper  branch  of  tlie  Government,  with 
the  perfect  confidence  that  Its  wisdom  will  adopt  snch 
Doeaflures  as  will  secnre  an  amicable  settlement  of 
the  controversy,  without  infringing  any  constUu- 
tional  right  of  the  States  immediately  interested. 

It  affords  me  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that 
ouMCestions,  made  by  my  direction  to  the  charg<e 
d'anaires  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  to  this  Govern- 
ment, hare  had  their  desired  effect  in  producing 
the  release  of  cert^n  American  dtixens  who  were 
Imprisoned  for  setting  up  the  authority  of  the  State 
of  Maine  at  a  place  in  the  ^sputed  territory  under 
the  actual  jurisdiction  of  his  Britannio  Majesty. 
From  this,  and  the  assurances  I  have  received  of 
the  derire  of  the  local  authorities  to  avoid  any 
cause  of  coUi^on,  I  hare  the  best  hopes  that  a 

CI  nnderituidlng  will  be  kept  np  naUl  It  Is  con- 
ed by  the  final  dispodtion  of  the  sul^eot. 
The  amicable  relations  which  now  snbnst  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  the  Increasing 
Intercourse  lietween  their  citizens,  and  the  rapid 
obliteration  of  unfriendly  pr^udkes  to  which 
former  events  naturally  gave  rise^  conearred  to 
^esent  this  as  a  fit  pmoA  for  renewing  tm 
endeavon  to  prorlde  agidnst  the  reeurrenoe  of 
causes  of  irritation,  whiob,  in  the  event  of  war 
between  Great  Britidn  and  any  other  power,  would 
inevitably  endanger  our  peace.  Animated  by  the 
rincerest  desire  to  avoid  such  a  state  of  things,  and 
peaeeihlly  to  secure,  under  all  poeeible  circum- 
stances, the  rights  and  honor  of  the  country,  I 
have  ghen  snon  hutroeUons  to  the  Minister  lately 
sent  to  the  court  of  London,  as  will  evince  that 
desire ;  and,  if  met  by  a  correspondent  dispodtion, 
which  we  cannot  doubt,  will  put  an  end  to  causes 
of  collision,  which,  without  advantage  to  either, 
tend  to  estmnge  ttom  each  other  two  nations  who 
have  erery  motive  to  preserve,  not  only  peace,  but 
an  faiterconrse  at  the  most  amicable  nature. 
In  my  HeMige  at  the  opeali^  itf  the  last  session 
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of  Congress,  I  expressed  a  confident  hope  that  the 
justice  of  our  claims  upon  France,  urged  aa  they 
were  with  perseverance  and  signal  iwKty  by  our 
Minister  there,  would  finally  be  acknowledged.  l%is 
hope  has  been  reaUzed.  A  treaty  has  been  dgned, 
which  will  Immediately  be  l^d  before  the  Senate 
for  its  approbation ;  and  which,  cont^uing  stipula- 
tions that  require  legislative  acts,  must  nave  the 
concurrence  of  both  Houses  before  it  can  be  carried 
into  effect.  By  it,  the  French  Government  engage 
to  pay  a  sum  wUdi,  if  not  gnite  equal  to  that  miich 
may  be  found  due  to  our  citizens,  win  yet.  It  Is 
believed,  under  all  cireumstftnoes  be  deemed  satis- 
factory by  those  interested.  The  offer  of  a  gross 
sum,  instead  of  the  satisfaction  of  each  Individual 
cUum,  was  accepted,  because  the  only  alternatives 
were  a  rigorous  exaction  of  the  whole  amount 
stated  to  be  due  on  each  claim,  which  mif^t,  in 
some  instances,  be  exaggerated  by  derign,  in  others 
overrated  through  error,  and  which,  therefore.  It 
would  have  been  both  ungracious  and  unjust  to 
have  insisted  on,  or  a  settlement  by  a  mixed  com- 
mission, to  which  the  French  negotiators  were  very 
averse,  and  which  experience  in  other  cases  had 
shown  to  be  dilatory,  and  often  whtdly  inadequate 
to  the  end.  A  comparatively  small  sum  Is  stipu- 
lated on  onr  part,  to  go  to  the  eztlnetion  of  all 
clums  b^  French  citixcns  on  onr  Goremment ;  and 
a  reduction  of  duties  on  our  cotton  and  their  wines 
has  been  agreed  on,  aa  a  consideration  for  the  renun- 
ciation of  an  Important  claim  fbr  commerdal  privi< 
leges,  under  the  cmatmction  they  gave  to  the 
treaty  for  the  eesdon  of  LouMaoa. 

Siould  this  treaty  receive  the  proper  sanction,  a 
source  of  trrltirtion  will  be  storied,  that  has,  for 
so  many  years,  in  some  degree-  ^enated  fVom 
each  other  two  nations  who,  mim  interest  as  well 
as  the  remembrance  of  eariy  associations,  ought  to 
cherish  the  most  friendly  relations — an  encourage- 
ment will  be  given  for  persererance  in  the  demands 
of  justice,  by  this  new  proof,  that.  If  steadily  pur- 
sued, they  trill  be  listened  to— 4nd  admoniti<m  will 
be  offered  to  those  powers,  if  any,  which  may  be 
inclined  to  evade  them,  thiat  they  wUl  never  he 
abandoned.  Above  all,  a  just  confidence  will  be 
iiupired  in  our  fellow-dtizens,  that  their  Govern- 
ment will  exert  all  the  powers  with  which  they  have 
invested  It,  in  support  of  their  just  claims  upon 
fordgn  nations ;  at  the  tame  time  that  the  frank 
acknowledgment  and  provision  for  the  payment  of 
those  which  were  addressed  to  our  equity,  although 
unsupported  by  legal  proof,  afford  a  practical  illus- 
tration of  our  Bubmiarion  to  the  divine  rule  of  doing 
to  others  what  we  desire  they  should  do  unto  us. 

Sweden  and  I>enmaik  having  made  conmensation 
for  the  irregularities  ctnnmitted  br  thdr  vessels, 
or  In  their  ports,  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  the 
parties  concerned,  and  having  renewed  the  treaties 
of  commerce  entered  into  with  them,  our  poUtioal 
and  commerdal  relations  with  those  powers  con- 
tinue to  be  on  the  most  friendly  footing. 

With  Spain,  our  differences  iq)  to  the  SSd  of 
February,  1819,  were  setded  by  the  treaty  of 
Washington  of  that  date;  but,  at  a  subseqaent 
period,  our  commerce  with  the  States  fonneriy  col- 
onies of  Spain,  on  the  continent  of  America,  was 
annoyed  and  i'requentiy  interrupted  by  her  public 
and  private  armed  ships.  They  captured  many  of 
onr  Tosaela  prosecuting  a  lawful  oommeree,  and  scdd 
them  and  mix  caigoes;  and  at  one  time,  to  onr 
demands  fbr  xestoration  and  indemnity,  opposed 
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the  allegation,  that  thef  were  taken  in  the  vioU- 
tioQ  of  a  blockade  of  aU  the  ports  of  those  States. 
This  blockade  waa  dedatatoiy  only,  aai  the  hud- 
equacr  of  the  fbroe  to  maintain  it  was  so  manifest, 
that  this  allegation  was  raried  to  a  charge  of  trade 
In  coatraband  of  war.  This,  in  ita  turn,  wa»  also 
foond  Qatenable;  and  the  Minister  whom  I  sent 
with  inunictionB  to  press  for  the  reparation  that 
waa  due  to  our  injured  fellow-dtizens,  has  trans- 
mitted an  answer  to  hia  demand,  by  whieh  the  cap- 
tures are  declared  to  have  been  l^al,  and  are  jus- 
tified because  the  independence  of  the  States  of 
America  never  having  been  acknowledged  by  Spain, 
she  had  a  right  to  prohibit  trade  with  them  under 
her  old  colonial  laws.  This  ground  of  defence  was 
contradictory,  not  only  to  woae  which  had  been 
fbrmerly  alleged,  but  to  the  uniform  practice  and 
established  laws  of  nations;  and  had  been  aban- 
doned by  Spain  herself  in  the  conTenAion  which 
granted  lodenmity  to  British  subjects  for  captures 
made  at  the  same  time,  under  the  sane  circom- 
Btances,  and  for  the  same  allegations  vllh  thon  of 
which  we  complain. 

I  however  indnlge  the  hope  that  ftartber  reflec- 
tion will  lead  to  other  views,  and  feel  confident 
tiiat  when  his  CaUiolic  Majesty  shall  be  oonvinocd 
of  the  juBtioe  of  the  dum,  his  denre  to  preserve 
fWendly  relations  between  the  two  countries,  which 
U  is  my  earnest  endeavor  to  maintain,  will  induce 
him  to  accede  to  our  demand.  I  have  therefore 
de^MUohed  a  special  messenger  with  instructions  to 
our  Minister  to  briog  the  ease  once  more  to  his 
consideration ;  to  the  end  that  If,  which  I  cannot 
bring  myself  to  beUeve,  the 'same  deddon,  that 
oannot  but  be  deemed  an  unfiiendly  denial  of  jus- 
tice, should  be  persisted  in,  the  matter  may,  before 
your  adjournment,  be  laid  before  yon,  the  constitu- 
tional judges  of  what  is  proper  to  be  done  when 
negotiatioD  for  redress  of  iqjury  foils. 

The  eoncludoD  of  a  tn*ty  for  indemidty  with 
Tkance  aeemed  to  {meent  a  niwable  opportunity 
to  renew  our  olaima  of  a  sunilar  nature  on  other 
powers,  and  particularly  hi  the  case  of  those  upon 
Naples,  more  especially  as,  In  the  course  of  former 
negotiations  with  that  power,  our  failure  to  induce 
France  to  render  usjustioe  was  used  as  an  ail- 
ment against  us.  The  desires  of  the  merchants 
who  were  the  prindpat  sufferers,  have  thmsfore 
been  acceded  to,  and  a  mission  has  been  instituted 
tar  the  special  purpose  of  obtaining  for  them  a 
reparation  already  too  long  delayed.  This  measure 
having  been  resolved  on,  it  was  put  in  execution 
without  waiting  for  the  meeting  of  Congress,  be- 
cause the  state  of  Europe  created  an  apprehension 
of  erents  that  might  have  rendered  our  application 
InefBeotoaL 

Our  demands  upon  the  GoTemment  of  the  Two 
Sicilies  are  of  a  peculiar  nature.  The  injuries  on 
which  they  are  founded  are  not  denied,  nor  are  the 
atrodty  and  perfidy  under  which  those  injuries  were 
perpetrated  attempted  to  be  extenuated.  The  sole 
ground  on  which  indemnity  has  been  refused,  is  the 
alleged  illegality  of  the  teaurs  by  which  the  mon- 
arch who  made  the  seiiures  held  his  crown.  This 
defence,  always  unfounded  in  any  prindple  of  the 
law  of  nations — now  universally  abandoned,  even 
by  those  powers  upon  whom  the  responnbility  for 
acts  of  post  rulei'S  bore  the  most  heavily,  will  un- 
questiotmbly  be  given  up  by  his  Koiliao  H^esty, 
whose  counsels  will  receive  an  impulse  from  that 
l^gh  lenae  <tf  honor  and  regard  to  jusUoa  which  ore 
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said  to  characterize  him ;  and  I  feel  the  fullest  con- 
fidence that  the  talents  of  the  citixen  commis- 
dooed  for  that  parpoee  wiO  place  before  hhn  die 
Just  claims  of  our  Iiyured  dtiaens  tn  such  a  &^  as 
will  enable  me,  before  your  adjournment,  to  an* 
nounce  that  they  have  been  adjusted  and  secured. 
Precise  instructions,  to  the  e&ct  of  bringing  the 
negotiation  to  a  speedy  btne,  have  been  ffna, 
and  will  be  obeyed. 

In  tiie  late  blockade  of  Teroelra,  some  of  tba 
Portuguese  fleet  c^itared  several  of  our  Teaeek^ 
and  committed  other  exoeases,  for  which  reparation 
was  demanded ;  and  I  waa  on  the  pdot  of  despatch- 
ing  an  armed  force,  to  prevent  any  recurrence  of  a 
similar  violence,  and  protect  our  citiiena  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  lawful  commerce,  when  official 
assurances,  on  which  I  relied,  made  the  sailing  of 
the  ships  unnecessary,  ^ce  that  period,  frequent 
promises  have  been  made  that  full  indemnity  shall 
be  given  for  the  iiguries  inflicted  and  the  knses 
sustained.  In  the  performance,  there  has  been 
some,  perhaps  unavoidable,  delay ;  but  I  have  the 
fullest  confidence  ttiat  my  earnest  desire  that  this 
business  may  at  once  be  closed,  which  our  Minister 
has  been  instructed  strongly  to  express,  will  very 
sooD  be  gratified.  I  have  the  better  ground  for 
this  hope,  from  the  evidence  oS  a  fHendly  diqwd- 
tJon  which  that  Government  has  shown  by  an  actu- 
al reduction  in  the  doty  on  rice,  the  produce  of  our 
Southern  States,  authorinng  the  antidpation  that 
this  important  artide  of  our  export  will  soon  be 
admitted  on  the  same  footing  with  that  produced 
by  the  most  favored  nation. 

With  the  other  powera  of  Europe,  we  have  Sar- 
tunately  had  no  cause  of  discussions  for  the  redreai 
of  ityuries.  With  the  Emjure  of  the  Bu^as,  our 
political  connection  is  of  the  most  friendly,  and  our 
commerdd  of  the  most  liberal  kind.  We  enjoy 
Che  advantages  of  navigation  and  trade,  given  to  the 
most  favored  nation ;  but  it  bu  not  yet  sidted  Uwhr 
policy,  or  perhaps  has  not  been  found  oonvealent 
from  other  conaideraUona,  to  give  stability  and 
reciprocity  to  those  privileges,  by  a  conuuercial 
treaty.  The  ill  health  of  the  Minister  last  year 
cbai^d  with  making  a  proportion  for  that  ar- 
rangement, did  not  permit  him  to  remain  at  St. 
Petersburg ;  and  the  attention  of  Uiat  Oorem- 
ment,  during  the  whole  of  the  period  since  lua 
departure,  having  been  occupied  by  the  war  la 
which  it  was  engaged,  we  have  been  assured  that 
nothing  could  have  been  effected  by  hia  presence. 
A  Minister  will  soon  be  nominated,  as  well  to  effect 
this  important  object,  as  to  keep  up  the  relations  of 
amity  and  good  understanding  of  which  we  have 
recdved  so  many  assurances  and  proo&  from  bis 
Imperial  Miyest^,  and  the  Emperor  his  predeceasw. 

The  treaty  with  Austria  is  opening  to  us  an  im- 
portant trade  with  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the 
Kmperor,  the  value  of  which  has  been  hitherto  lit- 
tle known,  and  of  course  not  sufilcieotiy  appre- 
ciated. While  our  commerce  finds  an  entrance 
into  the  south  of  Germany  by  means  of  this  treaty, 
those  wa  bare  formed  with  the  Hanseatic  towna 
and  Prusda,  and  others  now  in  negotiation,  will 
open  that  Tast  country  to  the  enterprising  spirit  ot 
our  merchants  on  the  North,  a  country  abounding  in 
all  the  materials  for  a  mutually  benefldal  commerce, 
filled  with  enlightened  and  industrious  inhabitants, 
holding  an  important  place  in  the  politics  of  Eu- 
rope, and  to  which  we  owe  so  many  valuable  dti- 
xena.   ^te  ratifloation  of  the  treaty  with  the  Forte 
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iru  sent  to  be  exchanged  by  the  gentteman  appoint- 
ed oar  cbarg6  d'aflUres  to  thatcoort.  Some  difil- 
onlties  occurred  on  his  arrival;  hot  at  the  date  of 
Mb  last  ofSdal  despatch,  he  sapposod  they  had  been 
Obviated,  and  thai  there  was  every  proqpeet  of  the 
•zeliange  being  roeedSj  ^beted. 

This  fiidsfaee  the  connected  viev  I  have  thought 
tt  proper  to  give  of  our  politick  and  commermi 
relations  in  Europe.  Every  effort  in  my  power  will 
be  continaed  to  stren^en  and  extend  them  by 
treaties  founded  on  prmciples  of  the  most  perfect 
reciprocity  of  interest,  nuther  asUng  nor  oooeed- 
ing  any  exclunve  advantage,  but  liberating,  as  far 
,  as  it  lies  in  my  power,  the  activity  and  industry  of 
oar  fiBUow-oidiens  from  the  shaolueB  which  foreign 
lestrfctions  may  impoee. 

To  China  and  the  East  Indies,  our  commerce 
continues  in  its  usual  extent,  and  with  increased  &- 
dlities,  which  the  credit  and  capital  of  our  mer- 
chants afford,  by  substituting  biUs  for  payments  in 
specie.  A  daring  ontrage  having  been  committed 
in  those  seas  by  the  plunder  of  one  of  our  mer- 
ob&nlmen  engaged  in  the  pepper  trade  at  a  port  In 
Sumatra,  and  the  piratical  perpetrators  belonging 
to  tribes  In  Buoh  a  state  of  society  that  the  usual 
course  of  proceeding  between  civilized  natiom 
could  not  be  pursued,  I  forthwith  despatched  a 
frigate  with  orders  to  require  immediate  satisfho* 
titm  fbr  the  tijar?,  and  indemnity  to  the  softMn. 

Few  chuigeslwTe  taken  idaoe  in  our  connections 
with  the  Independent  States  of  America  since  my 
hat  communication  to  Congress.  The  ratification 
of  a  commercial  treaty  wiu  the  United  Republics 
of  Mexico  hu  been  for  some  time  under  delibera- 
tion in  their  Congress,  hut  Was  atiU  undedded  at 
the  date  of  our  bet  despatches.  The  unhappy  dvU 
commotions  that  have  mvailed  there,  were  un- 
doubtedly the  eaose  of  die  delay ;  but  us  tiie  Gov- 
emment  U  dow  said  to  be  tranquillized,  we  may 
hope  soon  to  receive  the  ratification  of  the  treaty, 
and  an  artangemeat  for  the  demarcation  of  the 
boundaries  between  us.  In  tiie  mean  time,  an  im- 
portant trade  has  been  opened,  with  mutual  benefit, 
from  St.  Louis  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  by  caravans, 
to  the  interior  provincee  of  Me^co.  TUe  com- 
merce is  {MUtectod  In  its  progress  through  the  In- 
dian countries  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States, 
which  have  t>een  permitted  to  escort  tiie  caravans 
beyond  our  boundaries  to  the  settled  part  of  the 
Hexican  territory. 

From  Central  America  I  have  received  assurances 
of  the  most  frleadly  Und,  and  a  gratifying  applica- 
tion for  our  good  offlees  to  remove  a  supposed  in- 
disporition  towards  that  Ooveniment  in  a  neighbor- 
ing State :  this  apidication  was  immediately  and 
successfully  complied  with.  They  gave  us  also  the 
pleadng  intelligence  that  differences  which  had  pre- 
vailed in  tb^  internal  affairs  had  been  peaceably 
a^nsted.  Our  treaty  vrith  this  republic  continues 
to  be  fiuthfnlly  observed,  and  promises  a  great  and 
benefidal  commerce  between  the  two  countries ;  a 
commerce  of  the  greatest  importance,  if  the  mag- 
i^ficent  project  of  a  ship  canal  through  the  domin- 
ions of  that  State,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  now  in  serious  contemplation,  shall  be  exe- 
cuted. 

I  have  great  satisfaction  in  commnnicating  the 
success  which  lias  attended  the  exertions  of  our 
Uinister  in  Colombia  to  procure  a  very  considerable 
reduction  in  the  duties  on  our  flour  in  tiiat  re^Uc. 
Indemnity,  also,  has  been  stipulated  Uk  ii^urieB  te- 
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ceived  by  our  merctunts  from  illegal  seizures ;  and 
renewed  assurances  are  given  that  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  two  countries  shall  be  faithfully  ob- 
served. 

Chili  and  Peru  seem  to  be  still  threatened  with 
civil  commotions  ;  and,  until  they  shall  be  settled, 
disorders  may  natarally  be  aiqprebended,  requiring 
the  constant  presenoe  of  anaval  force  in  the  Padflo 
Ocean,  to  protect  oar  fisheries  and  guard  our  com- 
merce. 

The  disturbances  that  took  place  in  the  Empire 
of  Brazil,  previously  tu,  and  immediately  conse- 
quent u^n,  the  abdication  of  the  late  Emperor, 
necessarily  suspeoded  any  effectual  api^cation  for 
the  redress  of  some  past  li^uries  suffered  by  our 
dtiaens  from  that  Government,  while  they  have 
been  the  cause  of  others,  in  which  all  foreigneis 
seem  to  have  participated.  Instruotions  have  been 
given  to  our  Minister  there,  to  press  for  indemnity 
due  for  losses  occaaioned  by  these  irregularities, 
and  to  talte  care  that  onr  fellow-citizens  wall  eqjoy 
all  the  privileges  atipnkted  in  thar  &vor,  by  the 
treaty  lately  made  betweea  the  two  ^wers;  all 
which,  the  good  intelligence  that  prevails  between 
oui  Minister  at  lUo  Janeiro  and  the  regency  givei 
us  the  best  reason  to  expect. 

I  should  have  placed  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  list  of 
South  American  Powers,  in  respect  to  which  noth- 
ing of  impcvtanca  afibcting  ns  was  to  be  commnid- 
owted,  bat  fbr  ocourrencee  which  have  lately  teken 
place  at  the  Falkkad  Islands,  In  wUoh  the  name 
of  that  republic  has  been  used  to  cover  with  a  show 
of  authority  acts  injurious  to  our  commerce,  and 
to  the  property  and  liberty  of  our  feltow-citizens. 
In  the  course  of  the  jsesent  year,  one  of  our  ves- 
sels engaged  in  the  purauh  of  a  trade  which  we 
have  always  ei^oyed  without  molestation,  has  been 
captured  by  a  band  acting,  as  they  pretend,  under 
the  authority  of  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayree. 
I  have  therefore  given  orders  for  the  despatch  of 
an  armed  vessel,  to  Join  onr  squadron  in  thoee  seas, 
and  ud  in  affording  all  lawful  protection  to  our 
trade  which  shall  be  necessary ;  and  shall,  without 
delay,  send  a;  Minister  to  inquire  into  the  hature  of 
the  circumstances,  and  also  of  the  claim,  if  any, 
that  is  set  up  by  that  Government  to  those  islands. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  submit  the  case  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Congress,  to  the  end  that  they  may  clothe 
the  Executive  with  such  authority  and  means  as 
they  may  deem  necessary  for  providing  a  force  ad- 
equate to  the  complete  protection  of  our  fdlow- 
cidzens  fishing  and  trading  in  those  seas. 

This  rai^d  sketeh  of  our  foreign  relations,  it  is 
hoped,  fsUow-catizens,  may  be  of  some  use  in  so 
much  of  your  legislation  as  may  bear  on  that  im- 
portant subject ;  while  it  affords  to  the  country  at 
large  a  source  of  high  gratification  in  the  contem- 
plation of  our  politiMl  and  commercial  connection 
with  the  rest  of  the  world.  At  peace  with  all- 
having  sul^ecte  ot  fdtore  difference  with  few,  and 
those  susceptible  of  easy  adjustment — extending 
our  commerce  gradually  on  all  udes,  and  on  none 
by  any  but  the  moat  liberal  and  mutually  beneficial 
means — we  may,  by  the  blessing  of  Providence, 
hope  for  all  that  national  prosperity  which  can  be 
derived  from  an  intercourse  with  foreign  nations, 
guided  by  those  eternal  principles  of  justice  and 
redproGU  good  will  which  are  bmding  as  writ  upon 
States  as  the  Individuals  of  whom  they  are  oom- 
poeed. 

I  have  great  aatis&ction  In  making  this  statement 
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of  oar  a£hlrs,  because  tbe  course  of  our  national  [ 
policy  enables  me  to  do  it  without  any  indiscreet 
exposure  of  what  in  other  GoTernments  is  ufiuallj 
concealed  from  the  people.  HsTiog  none  but  a 
Btraightforward,  open  course  to  parsue— guided  by 
a  RDgle  princtple  that  wOl  bear  the  strongest  U^t 
~we  hare  hapj^y  no  political  combinations  to 
form,  no  aUlancea  to  entangle  us,  no  complicated 
interests  to  consolt ;  and  in  subjecting  all  we  have 
done  to  the  consideration  of  our  ciUzena,  and  to 
the  inspection  of  the  world,  we  give  no  advantage 
to  other  nations,  and  lay  ounelres  open  to  no  in- 

may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that,  to  preserve 
tlus  state  of  thia^  and  give  confidence  to  the 
world  in  tbe  integrity  of  our  designs,  all  our  consu- 
lar and  diplomauc  agents  are  strictly  enjoined  to 
examine  well  every  cause  of  complaint  preferred  by 
our  citizens ;  and,  while  they  urge  with  proper 
eamestneas  those  that  are  well  fbonded,  to  counte- 
nance  none  that  are  unreasonable  or  unjust,  and  to 
enjoin  on  oar  merehants  and  Dflvigators  the  strict- 
est obedience  to  the  lawa  of  the  countries  to  which 
they  resort,  and  a  coarse  of  conduct  in  Hntar  deal- 
ings that  ouy  sopport  the  character  of  our  nation, 
and  render  us  respected  abroad. 

Connected  with  this  subject,  I  most  recommend 
a  revisal  of  our  consular  laws.  Defects  and  omis- 
Bona  have  been  diaoovered  In  thtir  operation,  that 
ought  to  be  remedied  and  suppUed.  For  your  far- 
ther information  on  this  subject,  I  have  directed  a 
report  to  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  which 
I  shall  hereafter  submit  to  your  conMderation. 

The  intern^  peace  and  security  of  our  confeder- 
ated States  is  the  next  principal  object  of  the  Oen- 
eral  Government.  Time  a^id  expeiienoe  have 
proved  that  the  abode  of  the  native  Indian  withto 
their  limits  is  dangerous  to  their  peace,  and  iDjari- 
ous  to  himself.  In  accordance  wiui  my  recommen- 
dation at  a  former  sesuon  of  Congress,  an  appro- 
priation of  half  a  million  of  dollars  was  made  to 
aid  the  voluntary  removal  of  the  various  tribes  be- 
yond the  lindti  of  the  StatesL  At  the  last  sesuon 
I  bad  the  happiness  to  announce' that  the  Chicka- 
nws  and  Ghoctaws  had  accepted  tbe  generous  offer 
of  the  Government,  and  agreed  to  remove  beyond 
tbe  Mississippi  River,  by  which  the  whole  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi  and  the  western  part  of  Alaba- 
ma will  be  freed  from  Indian  occupancy,  and  open- 
ed to  a  tivilixed  popnlation.  T^e  treaties  with 
theae  tribes  are  In  the  course  of  execution,  .and 
their  removal,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  completed  In  the 
course  of  1682. 

At  the  request  of  tbe  authorities  of  Oeorjna,  the 
registration  of  Cheroliee  Indians  for  emigrtmon  has 
been  resumed,  and  it  ia  coofidentiy  expected  that 
one-half,  if  not  two-thirds  of  that  tribe,  will  follow 
tbe  wise  example  of  their  more  westerly  brethren. 
Those  who  prefer  remaining  at  their  present  homes 
win  hereafter  be  governed  by  the  lawa  of  Georgia, 
as  all  her  citixeni  are,  and  cease  to  be  the  o^eots  of 
peculiar  care  on  the  part  of  the  General  Oovun- 
ment. 

During  the  present  year,  the  attention  of  the 
Government  has  been  particularly  directed  to  those 
tribes  in  the  poverfidand  nowbw  State  of  Ohio, 
where  condderabie  tracts  or  the  fiiest  lands  were 
■till  occupied  by  the  aboriginal  proprietors.  Trea- 
ties, either  absolute  or  conditional,  have  been  made, 
extingidshing  the  whole  Indian  title  to  the  reserva- 
tions m  that  State;  and  the  time  is  not  distant,  it 
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is  hoped,  when  Ohio  will  be  no  longer  embarrassed 
with  tbe  Indian  population.  The  sane  measnre  irill 
be  extended  to  .Indiana,  as  soon  as  there  is  reason 
to  anticipate  success. 

It  is  confidenUy  believed  that  perseveranee  for  a 
f^  yean  in  the  present  polioy  m  the  Government 
wiU  extingoiah  the  Indian  tide  to  all  lands  l^ng 
within  tbe  States  compoung  our  Federal  TJmon, 
and  remove  beyond  their  limits  every  Indian  who 
is  not  willing  to  submit  to  their  laws.  Thus  will  aU 
conflicting  cfaima  to  juriscUction  between  the  States 
and  the  Indian  tribes  be  put  to  rest.  It  is  pleasing 
to  reflect  that  results  so  tieneficial,  not  only  to  the 
States  immediately  concerned,  but  to  the  harmony 
of  the  Union,  wUl  tiavo  been  accomplished  by 
measures  equally  advantageous  to  the  In^ana. 
What  tbe  native  savages  become  when  surrounded 
by  a  dense  population,  and  by  mixing  with  the 
whites,  may  be  seen  in  the  miserable  remnants  of  a 
few  Eastern  tribes,  deprived  of  political  and  civil 
rights,  forbidden  to  make  contimcts,  and  subjected 
to  guardians,  dtag^ng  ont  a  wretdied  exwenee, 
without  exdtement,  wltlumt  hope,  and  almost  with- 
out thought. 

But  the  removal  of  tbe  Indians  beyond  tbe  limits 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  States  does  not  place  them 
beyond  the  reach  of  philanthroinc  aid  and  Christian 
instruction.  On  the  contrary,  Uiose  whom  fJiiUn- 
thropy  or  religion  may  induce  to  five  among  them 
In  their  new  wode,  will  be  more  free  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  benevoteot  ftuutions,  than  if  they  had 
remained  within  the  limits  of  tbe  States,  embar> 
rassed  by  their  internal  regulations.  Now  sabject 
to  DO  control  but  tbe  superintending  agency  of  the 
General  Government,  exercised  with  toe  sole  view 
of  nesurlng  peace,  they  may  proceed  oam<dested 
In  the  interesting  experiment  of  ^dnally  advano- 
ing  a  community  of  American  Induuu  from  barbar- 
ism to  the  habits  and  enjoyments  uf  civilized  life. 

Among  the  happiest  effects  of  tbe  improved  rela- 
tions of  our  republic,  boa  been  an  increase  of  trade, 
produ(»og  a  correaponduig  Increase  of  revenue,  be- 
yond the  most  sanguine  antidpatlooa  <tf  Um  Ticaa* 
uryDepartment. 

The  state  of  the  pnblic  finances  wiU  be  fblly 
shown  by  tbe  Secretuy  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  re- 
port which  he  will  presentiy  lay  before  yon.  I  will 
here,  however,  congratulate  yon  upon  their  pros- 
perous condition.  The  revenue  received  in  the 
present  year  will  not  fall  short  of  twenty-seven  mil- 
lion seven  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  the  ex- 
penditures for  all  otjecia  other  than  the  public  debt 
will  not  exceed  fbnrteen  mOUon  seven  hundred 
thousand.  The  payment  on  account  of  the  princi- 
pal and  interest  of  the  debt,  during  the  year  will 
exceed  sixteen  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars;  a 
greater  sum  than  has  been  apt^ied  to  that  object, 
out  of  the  revenue,  in  any  year  doee  the  enUrge- 
ment  of  tbe  ^Ung  fimd,  exeept  the  two  yeara 
fonowing  immediatuy  thereafter.  The  amonat 
which  will  have  been  applied  to  the  public  debt 
from  tbe  4tb  <tf  March,  1829,  to  the  1st  of  Janoaiy 
next,  which  is  less  than  three  yeara  since  the  Ad- 
ministration has  been  placed  In  my  handst  wiU  ex- 
ceed forty  milUoDS  of  dollars. 

From  the  large  importations  of  the  present  yav, 
It  may  be  safeW  esomated  that  the  revcnoe  which 
will  be  received  into  the  Treasurv  from  that  source 
during  the  next  year,  with  the  ud  of  that  received 
from  the  public  lands,  wiU  consideraUy  exceed  the 
amount  of  th«  McdpU  of  the  preient  year;  and  U 
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1b  believed  tbst'with  the  meana  which  the  Govern- 
ment  will  have  at  its  disposal,  from  Tarioas  sources, 
wUeh  will  be  fltlly  Btated  b j  tfie  proper  dcpftrtment, 
the  whole  of  the  pabllo  debt  may  be  extinguished, 
dthar  hy  redcmplaon  or  purchase,  wHhin  the  four 
Tean  of  mj  Adtmnlstnttlon.  We  shall  then  exhibit 
the  rare  examide  of  a  great  nation,  abounding  in 
all  the  means  of  lu^i^nflSB  and  seeuritj,  altogether 
free  from  debt. 

The  confidenue  irithirhleli  the  cztlDiguIshnieDt  of 
the  public  debt  may  be  anticipated,  presents  an  op- 
portunity for  carrying  into  effect  more  fully  the 
poUoy  in  relation  to  import  duties,  which  has  been 
recommended  in  my  former  Messages.  A.  modifica- 
tion of  the  tariff^  which  shall  produce  a  reduction 
of  our  revenue  to  the  wants  of  Government,  and 
an  a^joBtment  of  the  duties  on  imports,  with  a  view 
to  equal  Justice  is  relation  to  all  our  oattonal  inter- 
ests, and  to  the  counteraction  of  foreign  policy,  so 
&r  as  It  may  be  injurious  to  those  interests,  is  deem- 
ed to  be  one  of  the  principal  objects  which  demand 
the  eontideration  of  the  present  Congress.  Justice 
to  the  interests  of  the  merchant  as  well  as  the  man- 
ofiKturer  requires  that  material  reductions  in  the 
import  duties  be  prospective :  and  unless  the  pres- 
«nt  Congress  shall  dispose  of  the  snlyect,  the  pro- 
posed reductions  cannot  properly  be  made  to  take 
eS^t  *  at  the  period  when  the  necessity  for  the  rec- 
eam  arising  from  present  rates  shall  cease.  It  is, 
therefore,  desirable  that  arrangements  be  adopted 
at  yonr  present  session,  to  relieve  the  people  from 
unnecessary  taxation,  after  the  extinguishment  of 
the  puUie  debt.  In  the  exerdse  of  that  spirit  of 
ooncosaloa  and  conelliation  which  has  distinguished 
the  friends  of  our  Union  in  all  great  emergencies, 
it  is  beUeved  that  this  oln'ect  may  be  effected  with- 
out injury  to  any  national  interest. 

In  my  annual  Message  of  December,  1829,  I  had 
the  honor  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  more 
Bbend  poHcy  than  that  which  then  prevailed  to- 
wcrcbanfortunate  debtors  to  the  Government;  and 
I  deem  it  my  duty  again  to  invite  your  attention  to 
this  subject. 

Actuated  by  ^milar  views.  Congress  at  their  last 
session  passed  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  in- 
solvent debtors  of  the  United  States :  but  the  pro* 
virions  of  that  lav  have  not  been  deemed  such  as 
were  adequate  to  that  relief  to  this  unfortunate 
class  of  our  fellow-citizens,  wiiioh  may  be  safely  ex- 
tended to  them.  The  points  In  which  the  law  ap- 
pears to  be  defective  will  be  particnlarly  communi- 
cated by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury:  and  I  take 
pleasure  in  recommending  such  an  extension  of  its 
provisions  as  will  unfetter  the  enterprise  of  a  val- 
uable portion  of  our  citizens,  and  restore  to  them 
the  means  of  usefulness  to  themselves  and  the  com- 
mui^ty.  WhQe  deliberating  upon  this  subject,  I 
would  also  recommend  to  your  connderation  the 
propriety  of  so  modifying  the  laws  for  enforcing 
the  payment  of  debts,  due  either  to  the  public  or 
to  iudiriduala  suing  In  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  as  to  restrict  the  imprisonment  of  the  per- 
son to  cases  of  fnmdnlent  concealment  of  iBVperty. 
The  personal  liberty  of  the  eittzen  seems  too  sacred 
to  be  held,  as  in  many  cases  it  now  is,  at  the  will  of 
a  creditor  to  whom  be  is  willing  to  surrender  all 
the  means  he  ha3  of  discharging  his  debt. 

The  reports  from  the  Secretaries  of  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments,  and  from  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, wMett  Kcoompany  this  Uessage,  present  satis- 
fMStoiy  views  of  the  operations  of  the  departments 
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respectively  under  their  charge;  and  suggest  im- 
provements which  are  worthy  of,  and  to  which  I 
invite,  the  serious  attention  of  Congi^  Cer- 
tain defbcts  and  omisnons  having  been  ^scovered 
in  the  operation  of  the  laws  respecting  patents, 
they  arc  pointed  out  in  the  accompanying  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

I  have  heretofore  recommended  amendments  of 
the  federal  constitntion  giving  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President  to  the  people,  and 
limiting  the  service  of  the  former  to  a  single  term. 
So  important  do  I  consider  these  changes  in  our 
fundamental  law,  that  I  cannot,  in  acoordanee  with 
my  sense  of  duty,  omit  to  press  them  upon  the 
consideration  of  a  new  Congress.  For  my  views 
more  at  large,  as  well  in  relation  to  these  points  as 
|o  the  disquallBcation  of  lt[»nbers  of  Congress  to 
receive  an  ofBce  from  a  President  in  whose  election 
they  have  bad  an  official  agency,  which  I  proposed 
as  a  substitute,  I  refer  you  to  my  former  Messages. 

Our  system  of  public  accounts  is  extremely  com-  • 
plicated,  and,  it  is  believed,  may  be  mudi  improved. 
Much  of  the  present  machinery,  and  a  ccmwderabie - 
portion  of  the  expenditure  of  public  money,  may 
be  dispensed  with,  while  greater  iadlitics  can  be 
afforded  to  the  Uqitidation  of  chums  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  an  examination  into  their  justice  and 
legality,  quite  as  efficient  as  the  present,  secured. 
With  a  view  to  a  general  reform  in  the  system,  I 
recommend  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  uain  to  callyour  attention  to 
the  condition  of  the  Dutriot  of  Oolnmbia.  It  was 
doubtless  wise  in  the  fraraers  of  our  oonstitutien  to 
place  the  people  of  this  District  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  General  Qovernment ;  but  to  aocom- 
ptish  the  objects  they  had  in  view,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  this  people  should  be  deprived  of  all  the 
privileges  of  self-government.  Independently  oi 
the  duHcnky  of  mdudng  the  BepresenUtives  of 
distant  States  to  ^)im  their  attention  to  projects  of 
laws  which  are  not  of  the  highest  interest  to  thdr 
constituents,  they  are  not  individually,  nor  in  Con- 
gress collectively,,  well  qualified  to  legislate  over 
the  local  concerns  of  this  District.,  Consequentiy, 
its  interests  are  much  neglected,  and  the  people  are 
almost  afraid  to  present  their  grievances,  lest  a 
body,  in  which  they  are  not  represented,  and  which 
feels  little  sympathy  in  their  local  reUtions,  should, 
in  its  attempt  to  m^e  laws  for  them,  do  more  harm 
than  good.  Governed  by  the  laws  of  the  States, 
whence  they  were  severed,  the  two  shores  of  the 
Potomac,  within  the  ten  miles  square,  have  differ- 
ent penal  codes  ;  not  the  proseut  codes  of  Tir^nia 
and  Maryland,  but  such  as  existed  in  those  States 
at  the  time  of  the  cesaion  to  the  United  States.  As 
Congress  will  not  form  a  new  code,  and  as  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District  cannot  make  one  for  themselves, 
they  are  virtually  under  two  Governments.  Is  it 
not  just  to  allow  them  at  least  a  delegate  in  Con- 
gress, if  not  a  local  Legislature  to  muie  laws  for 
the  District,  subject  to  the  approval  or  rejection  of 
Congress  f  I  eamestiy  recommend  the  extension 
to  them  of  every  political  right  whioh  their  inter- 
ests require,  and.  which  may  be  compatible  with  the 
constitution. 

The  extenrion  of  the  judiciary  system  of  the 
United  States  is  deemed  to  be  one  of  the  duties  of 
Government.  One-fburth  of  the  States  in  the 
Uni<m  do  not  participate  in  the  benefits  of  a  droiUt 
court.   To  the  States  of  IntUaoa,  Illinois,  Misaonrt, 
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JJibuna,  MlBBisaippi,  and  Louisiana,  admitted  Into 
the  VnloD  Aace  the  present  judicial  system  was  oi^ 
ted,  only  a  district  court  has  been  allowed.  If 
be  snffident,  then  the  circuit  courts,  already 
existing  in  eighteen  States,  ought  to  be  abolished : 
if  it  be  not  suflSdent,  the  defect  ought  to  be  rem- 
edied, and  these  States  phtced  on  the  same  footing 
vith  the  odier  membetB  of  the  Union.  It  was  on 
tUfl  con^ion,  and  on  this  footing,  that  they  enter- 
ed the  Union ;  and  they  may  demand  circuit  courts 
as  a  matter,  not  of  concession,  but  of  right.  I 
trust  that  Congress  will  not  adjourn,  leaving  this 
aoonuly  in  onr  syatem. 

Entertaining  the  opinions  heretofore  expressed 
in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  at 
present  organlEed,  I  felt  it  my  duty,  in  my  former 
Meaaages,  frankly  to  disdose  them,  in  order  tiuA 
the  attention  <h  the  Legislature  and  the  people 
should  be  seasonably  directed  to  that  important 
subject,  and  that  it  might  be  conndered  and  finally 
disposed  of  in  a  manner  best  calculated  to  promote 
the  ends  of  the  constitution,  and  subserve  the  pub- 
lic Interests.  Having  thus  eonscietttiously  dtschars;- 
ed  a  ooDstitutional  doty,  I  deem  H  proper,  on  Ma 
occasion,  without  a  more  particular  refimnoa  to  the 
Tiews  of  the  sabject  then  expressed,  to  leave  It  for 
the  fwesent  to  the  investigation  of  an  enUghtened 
peojrie  and  their  representatives. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  invoke  that  power 
which  superintends  all  Govwnments,  to  infuse  Into 
jour  deliberations,  at  thte  Important  oilsis  onr 
Uatory,  a  si^rit  of  matoal  forbeanuiee  ind  eonoili- 
ation.  In  that  spirit  was  our  Union  fwmed,  and  in 
thftt  i^rit  moat  it  be  jmBerred. 

ANDBEW  JACK80K. 
WtfHniaiov,  Dmmber  9, 1881. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Kmo,  it  was  ordered  that 
three  thooaond  aopioa  of  the  Mewige,  and  fif- 
teen haadred  oopiee  of  the  aooompaimng  doc- 
uments, be  printed  fm  the  va»ot  the  Senate. 


Wkdnbsdat,  December  7. 

Staia  9f  t\e  Finance*. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  oommnnioated 
the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  state  of  the  finances,  the  reading  of 
which  was  dispensed  with,  and  fifteen  hundred 
additional  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  fbr  the 
use  of  the  S^iate. 


^DBSDAT,  December  8. 

The  following  resolution,  yesterday  submit- 
ted by  Mr.  Spbasi:^  was  considered  and 
agreed  to: 

"  Buolvtd,  That  tho  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  with  the  Senate,  if 
not  incompatible  with  the  puUic  interest,  all  the 
information  In  Ms  power,  nladve  to  the  capture, 
abduction,  uid  imprisonment  of  AmericBn  dtixens, 
by  the  provintial  autboi^es  of  New  Bronawick, 
and  the  measures  which,  in  consequence  thereof; 
have  been  adopted  by  the  IBxeoutive  of  (he  United 
States." 


[DacBMSBit,  1881. 


HoNDAT,  December  IS. 

The  Vice  Preddent  of  the  United  States  at* 
tended  to-di^,  and  took  llie  duur  of  the 

Senate. 

Od  motion  of  Ur,  Chailbsbs,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  several  officers  of  the  Senate,  who  are 
now  ofiiciating,  shall  continue  to  act  in  th^ 
respeotiTe  stations  until  UxmiBy  next. 


Wbdnxbdat,  December  14. 

The  following  Hessoge  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  received,  and  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed : 

WASBomoir,  J)*eembtr  18, 1881. 

Td  (h«  BenaU  of  the  Unittd  Slatta  : 

I  transmit  herewith,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution 
of  tbe  Senate  of  the  8th  December,  1681,  all  the 
information  in  the  possession  of  the  Executive,  rel- 
ative to  the  capture,  abduction,  and  impriaooment 
of  American  dtizena  by  tbe  provincial  authorities 
of  New  Brunswick;  and  the  measures  which,  in 
consequence  tiiereo^  have  been  adopted  by  the 
Executive  of  tiie  United  States. 

ANDBEW  JAGESOlf . 


UoHDAT,  Deombw  19. 

EUeHon<if  Qffiun. 

The  Cbair  announced  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  proceeding  to  the  Section  of  the  officers  of 
the  Senate,  and  desired  the  members  to  prepare 
their  baUote  for  Seoretacy. 

The  ballot  was  then  t^eu  for  Secretary, 
when  there  i^peared — 

For  Walter  Lowrie,  -      -      -   40  votes. 
Scattering,     -      -      -      -  i 

.  The  Senate  then  balloted  tax  a  principal 
doorkeeper,  when  Moun^y  Bayly  waa  re- 
eJected  without  opposition. 

Mr.  Shaokford,  of  3fiflsoiui,  was  elected  as- 
sistant doorkeeper ;  and 

The  several  officers  were  sworn  in  by  the 
President  of  the  Senate. 

The  Bev,  Mr.  Durbin,  of  Eentncky,  was 
elected  chaplain  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  then  nwnt  a  short  time  in  exeoo* 
tive  bnnneas ;  and  then  a^oumed. 


TiJBBDAT,  December  20. 

Tariff— Dutiea  o»  Teat. 

•  The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion oi  the  following  report,  made  yesterday 
from  the  Committee  on  fmauoe : 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which  were  referred 
the  memorials  of  the  importers  and  dealers  in 
teas,  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and 
Rttsbui^,  report : 

That  tbe  memorialists  pray,  that  in  case  Oongrew 
shall  oontemi^ate  any  reduction  in  the  duties  on 
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teas,  that  such  redootioD  ma;  be  made  to  take  eSbct 
from  and  after  the  Slst  December  of  the  preseat 
year ;  being  the  same  time  at  which  the  act  of  the 
20th  May,  18S0,  entitled  "  An  act  to  reduce  the 
duties  on  cofTee,  tea,  and  cocoa,"  will  take  effect  on 
teas :  their-  object  being  that  whenever  reduction 
in  the  duties  on  teas  may  be  made,  that  it  may 
operate  BimdtUMoaaly  wlut  the  said  act  of  Hay, 
1880. 

The  committee  deemed  it  proper  to  consult  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  on  the  subject,  and  par- 
ticularly as  to  the  effect  an  immediate  reduction  of 
&.6  duties  would  have  on  the  finaneeA  of  the  nation. 
Els  answer,  they  ask  permis^on  to  submit  as  part 
of  thdr  rqiort. 

The  committee  are  fully  aware  of  the  IneooTeo- 
ience  which  must  arise  to  commercial  men,  by  fre- 
(inttit  changes  in  the  duties.  They  are  constrained, 
howerer,  to  report  that  it  is  inexpedieat  to  act  on 
the  Bulg'ect  of  thfi  memoriab  at  this  time. 

TuasnT  DcraioMOT^ 

JfteenOer  16,  1881. 
Sib:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your 
letter  of  the  I4th  instant,  accompanied  by  a  me- 
morial of  sundry  merchants  of  New  York,  |mtying 
that  any  ftirther  contemplated  reduction  in  the 
duties  on  tea  may  talce  effect  on  the  Ist  of  Jano- 
uy,  1882. 

In  answer  to  yonr  request  that  I  wonld  state  the 
dbct  upon  the  revenue  of  the  reduotion  of  the 
doliM  on  teas  to  certain  rates  which  have  been  pro- 
posed by  persons  engaged  in  the  tea  trade,  to  go 
into  operation  at  the  time  above  mentioned,  I  beg 
leave  to  state,  geoerally,  that  such  a  reduction 
could  not  be  made  without  materially  distn rising 
the  estimates  (wesentod  in  the  late  annual  report 
from  tlus  depannent  on  the  state  of  the  finances, 
oor  conaisteatiy  with  the  views  entertained  as  to 
the  entire  payment  of  the  debt  on  or  before  the  8d 
of  March,  I83S. 

Without  more  precise  information  than  the  de- 
partment possesses  of  the  qoaotity  of  tea  in  store, 
It  is  dtffiemt  to  furnish  the  detuls  you  request  The 
tity,  however,  may  be  supposed  to  be  greater 
it  otherwise  wonld  be,  in  conseqnence  of  the 
mutual  desire,  both  of  the  importer  and  the  retail 
dealer,  to  preserve  aa  much  aa  poa^ble  of  the  im* 
porution,  for  the  benefit  of  the  reduced  duties 
which  are  to  take  efitet  on  the  Ist  of  Januaiy 
next. 

It  win  appear  from  the  statement  herewith  trans- 
mitted, that  the  proposed  reduction  would  be  at- 
tended with  a  probable  diminution  in  the  revenue, 
varying  from  half  a  milhon  downwards,  according 
to  the  quantity  of  tea  which  nuy  be  found  actuaDy 
in  store  OB  the  1st  of  January. 

It  is  believed,  moreover,  that  the  mincipal  bene- 
fits of  the  proposed  nduction  would  be  conferred 
on  the  importer  rather  tbut  the  oonsumen.  If^  as 
is  understood  to  be  the  fSkct,  there  is  a  small  quan- 
tity of  tea  in  the  hands  of  the  retail  dealers,  it 
might  not  follow  that  the  prices  either  of  that  now 
in  bond,  or  of  that  ordered  for  importation,  would 
fall  in  proportion  to  the  reduotion;  whereas,  the 
Importer  can  suffer  neither  loss  nor  huMQTentonoe 
from  the  operation  of  a  law,  with  a  view  to  which 
his  business  has  been  regidated  for  more  than  a 
year  past. 

The  department  is  not  satisfied— though  upon 
this  prant  I  do  not  Irish  to  be  conddered  as  ex- 
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prestiog  a  poritive  o[Rn[on — that  it  will  be  expedi- 
ent at  any  time  to  reduce  the  duties-  on  teas  mate> 
rially  lower  than  the  rates  of  January  next.  These 
duties  will  not  be  suffidentiy  hi^h  to  affect,  in  any 
senrible  degreg,  the  consumption  of  the  article; 
and  though  diminished  upon  an  importation  equal 
to  that  of  1880,  from  |2,049,842  02,  'to  |S98,- 
974  46,  yet  they  will  always  be  a  safe  source  m 
revenue.  In  a  general  revision  of  the  tarit^  Con- 
gress win  find  a  great  convenience  in  drawing  the 
revenue  from  as  few  articles  aa  may  be  consistent 
with  the  interests  of  the  community,  instead  of  be- 
ing subjected  to  the  necessity  of  spreading  it  over 
numerous  commodities ;  and  there  are  cogent  rea* 
sons  why  any  further  reduction  on  teas  ahotdd  aw^ 
such  general  revision  of  the  existing  duties  as  the 
state  of  the  finances  and  publio  expenditure  may 
call  for.   The  memorial  is  herewith  returned. 

Any  further  reduction  which  it  may  then  be  found 
expe(Uent  to  make,  may  be  readily  adapted,  both  in 
amount  and  in  time,  to  the  interests  and  conven- 
ience of  the  importers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obeiUent  Borrant, 

LOUIS  McLANB, 
Secretary  of  tha  Trecuury. 

The  Hon.  S.  Shth, 

Chairman  ^  the  CommiiUa  on  fUtmet,  SenaU. 


WiDNBSDAT,  Jannary  4, 1833. 

Ameriean  StaUFapm. 

The  Yioi  FEmDKHT  oommnnioated  the  fi^ 
lowing  letter : 

3b  th»  honorabh  tks  Senate  oftht  Vniied  Statu: 

The  underugned  respectfully  represent,  that,  en- 
couraged thereto  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last 
session  authorimng  a  subscription  to  the  work,  they 
have  not  only  made  a  beginning,  but  have  made 
considerable  progress,  in  the  exeootion  of  their 
proportion  for  pobUsblng  a  compilation  of  the 
publio  documents  of  the  vmttA  Statefl.  They  have 
now  the  pleasure  to  submit  to  the  Senate  two  vol- 
umes, which,  excepting  the  indexes  thereto,  not 
yet  ready  for  the  press,  and  the  title-pages,  which 
are  but  temporarily  composed,  they  respectfiiUf 
submit  as  samples  of  the  whole  work. 

la  the  arrangement  as  weD  as  the  selection  of 
the  materials  of  this  great  national  work,  they  have 
been  governed  by  the  deci^ons  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  tiie  Clerk  of  tlw  Hoose  of  Bepre- 
sentatives,  under  whose  directions,  moreover,  ex- 
clumvely,  the  materials  of  it  have  been  [»epared 
for  the  press.  To  their  iatelligenoe,  industry,  and 
(UBcrimination,  and  that  of  the  gentlemen  in  their 
respective  offices,  it  will  owe  wlutever  value  it  pos- 
sesses beyond  that  of  a  mere  print  and  reprint  of 
the  documents  on  the  files  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress.  The  caution  of  Congress,  in  committing 
these  matters  to  their  abilrty  and  discretion,  rather 
than  to  that  of  the  publiahers,  has,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  undersigned,  been  justified  in  the  fullest  ex- 
tent by  the  order,  and  the  form  and  pressure  which 
have  been  ^Ten  to  the  work 

In  the  arrangement  of  the  documents,  the  prin- 
ciple of  olasufication  has  bran  adopted,  the  advan- 
ti^es  of  which  will  be  apparent  upon  tiie  slif^test 
examination  of  the  sam^ea  of  it  herewith  trans- 
mitted. The  two  volumes  now  presented  are  not 
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the  first  in  the  series,  but  are  those  which  have 
been  most  easily  collated.  One  of  them,  it  will  be 
discorered,  comprises  all  the  congressional  docu- 
ments upon  Indian  Affairs,  (one  of  the  classes,)  from 
the  beginning  of  the  GoTemment  up  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  14th  Congress,  to  which  date, 
(4th  March,  1616,  inclusire,)  the  plan  of  the  present 
series  extends.  The  other  is  the  first  volume  of 
the  class  of  finance,  the  whole  of  which  occupies 
two  Tolumes.  When  indexes,  cojhous  and  well 
digested,  such  as  are  in  preparation,  are  added  to 
these  volumes,  they  will  mori  a  fkdlity  to  the  in- 
TestlgatioDB  of  our  legislators,  whether  in  debates 
or  in  committee  business,  which  will  ampi;  com- 
pensate for  the  expense  of  the  pnblication,  without 
adverting  to  their  value  as  national  meinorials, 
wUch  of  itself,  it  is  respectfully  submitted,  would 
have  fully  justified  the  sanction  which  has  been 
given  to  this  undertaking. 

The  two  volumes  herewith  presented  comprise 
about  one-half  of  what  has  been  already  done  in 
the  printing  of  the  work,  which  is  in  the  course  of 
steady  prosecution,  aod  which  it  is  hoped  eigfat 
or  ten  volumes  may  be  ready  for  delivery  before 
the  close  of  the  present  Congress. 

Of  the  execution  of  this  work,  for  which  alone 
the  undersigned  have  any  right  to  credit,  they  beg 
leave  to  obierre,  only,  that  they  have  endeavored 
to  make  it  such  as  should  be  creditable  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  as  sboold  justify  the  liberal  confidence 
which,  by  the  act  of  the  last  eeadon,  Congress  has 
reposed  in  the  undertakers.  They  confidently  sub- 
mit its  merits  to  a  comparison  with  those  of  any 
other  work  of  the  like  nature,  ever  published  in 
this  or  any  other  country. 

A  superficial  examinaUon  of  these  sample  vol- 
umes wUl  suffice  to  satisfy  the  intelligent  observer 
of  the  importance  of  the  work  to  the  public  service, 
and  to  the  history  of  the  country.  Documents  of 
tiie  highest  interest  will  be  found  in  it,  which  were 
either  before  unknown  to  the  present  generation, 
or  forgotten  by  it,  though  yet  of  modem  antiquity. 
Some,  which  have  litin  buried  under  the  mass  of 
less  important  papers  which  it  has  not  been  deemed 
nsefbl  to  indnde  in  this  publication,  are  such  as  en- 
Ughten  obscure  passages  in  onr  oItII  history,  and 
ftdd  new  motives  for  the  veneration  with  which  the 
memory  of  the  early  acton  in  the  Government  is 
habitually  cherished.  The  class  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, first  in  order,  but  suspended  in  Its  execution 
to  await  the  decision  of  the  Senate  in  regard  to  the 
pubUdty  of  some  of  the  documents  which  it  would 
appear  properly  to  comprise,  will,  when  completed, 
be  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  instructive 
Works  that  has  issued  from  the  press,  within  the 
Ust  thirty  years,  possessing  all  the  attraction  of 
fi^on,  sanctified  by  all  the  fidelity  of  truth. 

Tlu  nndeiti^ed  will  only  add,  that  the  sam^^e 
TtdnmMtJierewith  aabmitted  have  been  pat  in  dif- 
ferent biddings,  with  a  view  to  consult  the  general 
opinion  aauo  which  description  is  preferable. 

All  whicft  is  respectfhlTy  submitted  by  the  pub- 
lisheis.       \  GALES  It  SEATON*. 

On  motioQ  cf  l£r.  Eqto,  of  Alabama,  the  letter 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  was  r^ierred  to 
the  Ocxninittee  oa  the  lAhnrj, 

\ 
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Thubsdat,  January  6. 
Ihitj/  on  Indian  BlankeU. 
The  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  Indian  blan- 
kets, and  certain  other  Indian  goods,  [Intro* 
dnced  yesterday,  on  leave,  by  Hr.  BmraoN,] 
was  read  the  second  time ;  when 

Mr.  Bbnton  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  He  thought,  in  justice  and 
propriety,  the  bill  ought  to  go  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affiurs  for  consideration ;  but  he 
yielded  to  \h»  opinions  others,  and  consent- 
ed to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  finance. 

iSx.  DioEBBSON  moved  to  refer  t^e  Inll  to  the 
Committee  on  Mannfaotaree. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  he  perceived  that  the 
gentleman  was  disposed  to  have  the  present 
bill  to  take  the  same  course  that  tlie  salt  bill 
heretofore  introduced  had  taken.  Be  was  of 
opinion  that  there  was  another  oommittee,  be- 
sides that  of  Finance,  that  should  take  prece- 
dence of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  He 
alluded  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
That  oommittee  had  the  concerns  of  the  In- 
dians, and  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with 
them,  mider  their  supervision ;  and  as  the 
present  bill  pn^Krsed  a  measure  calculated  to 
affect  that  trade,  it  more  properly  belonged  to 
that  committee,  than  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufkotares.  It  was  the  province  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  AfTaira  to  know  how  the 
trade  with  the  Indians  was  carried  on,  whether 
the  articles  obtained  from  them  were  procured 
by  fair  and  open  purchase,  or  seci-etly  smug- 
gled from  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  This 
bill  was,  like  its  predecessor,  designed  to  effect 
a  redaction  of  the  public  burdens,  by  diminish- 
ing the  revenue  derived  from  duties  on  im- 
ports ;  and  its  conneotion  witli  the  subject  of 
Indian  affairs,  in  his  (^linion,  gave  it  a  fur 
cltim  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs ;  but,  as  that  oommittee  was  likdy 
to  be  objected  to,  he  woold  waive  tiiia  refer- 
ence, and  ;nove  that  it  1>e  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  referring  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Maunfactures. 

Mr.  Bbhton  said  he  shonld  object  to  this 
reference.  He  observed  that  it  was  the  ap- 
parent intontion  of  certain  gentlemen  to  ^ve 
every  thing  into  the  bands  of  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures — ^implying  that  they  alone 
were  competent  to  examine  and  report  on 
questions  of  great  national  interest  or  unpor- 
tance.  He  understood  that,  by  the  rules  of 
the  Senate,  bills  were  to  be  sent  to  that  com- 
mittee which  were  friendly  to  tiie  measure,  for 
the  purpose  of  recmving  amendments,  if  neces- 
sary, and  rendered  as  perfect  as  possible  before 
they  were  brotight  forward  for  a  full  and  final 
discnssion.  He  should  therefore  object  to  the 
reference  of  this  bill  to  t^e  Committee  on  Man- 
ufactures, on  the  ground  of  its  not  being  the 
regular  or  correct  parliamentary  course  to  refer 
biUs  to  a  otmunittee  known  to  be  directly  op- 
posed to  their  prindples  <a-  oigects.  He  woud 
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rqieat,  that  ^1  legislative  proceedings  of  this 
kind  were  bottomed  on  tiie  principle  that  bills 
on  thw*  first  introdaction  uiould  be  intmsted 
to  the  ftienda  of  the  measnre,  for  the  porpose 
of  being  corrected  and  rendered  as  perfect  as 
its  friends  could  make  it,  before  it  was  brought 
forward  to  receive  the  scFntioy  of  its  enemies, 
and  pass  the  ordeal  of  a  pnblic  examination. 
The  conrse  proposed  by  tne  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  he  considered  a  violation  of  the 
established  coarse  of  all  legislatiTe  proceedings, 
and  contrary  to  all  parliamentary  rules  rda^ve 
to  the  reference  ef  bilU. 

[Here  ilr.  B.  read  fh>m  the  mannal  of  the 
rnles  of  the  Senate,  and  the  nsages  of  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  la  confirmation  of  the  position 
maintained,  the  following  extracts;  "Those 
who  woold  totally  destroy,  will  not  amend 
"  the  child  is  not  to  be  pnt  to  s  nnise  that 
cares  not  for  it"! 

Mr.  B.  resnmed.  A  child  was  not  to  be  put 
oat  to  a  nnrse  who  would  neglect  the  care  of 
it,  or  saffer  it  to  die  for  want  of  noarishment. 
Neither  was  a  measure  proposed  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  Btates  to  be  given  to  its  enemies 
for  the  purpose  of  being  matured,  corrected, 
and  rendered  fit  for  public  exauiination.  The 
oonaeqoence  of  sach  a  coarse  could  be  easily 
foreseen-:  it  wonld  be  soffbred  to  lie  neglected 
nnlil  every  thing  else  In  their  hands  was  fin- 
ished ;  and  if  brought  forward  at  all,  it  would 
probably  be  so  near  the  dose  of  the  sesraon, 
that  it  would  be  lost  for  want  of  time ;  ana 
then  so  mangled  and  deformed,  that  its  friemls 
would  not  be  able  to  recogniie  it  And  there- 
fore, the  present  bill,  together  with  the  bill  to 
abolish  the  duty  on  alum  salt,  would  die  on 
their  hands,  and  be  followed  to  the  grave  by 
the  gentleman  and  his  committee,  thoagh  not 
in  the  character  of  monmera.  No,  sir,  said 
Ur.  B.,  this  bill  ought  not  to  be  referred  to  a 
hostile  committee,  to  be  returned,  with  broken 
limbs  and  mangled  features,  to  this  Senate,  for 
their  appro vaL  Such  a  committee  has  nothing 
to  do  with  it  It  ought  even  to  refase  to  re- 
ceive it;  to  ahow  which,  he  read  from  the 
mannal  this  sentence :  that  '*  when  any  mem- 
ber who  is  i^nst  the  bill  hears  himself  named 
'  of  its  committee,  he  should  ask  to  be  ex- 
cnsed,"  Sks,  Kr.  B.  said  that  he  hoped  the 
Senate  woold  allow  the  bill  to  go  to  the  com- 
mittee where  it  would  be  perfected  and  brought 
forward  in  proper  time. 

Mr.  DioEEBsoH  B^d  that  be  was  aware  that 
it  was,  or  had  been,  a  rule  in  the  British  Par- 
liament, in  certain  cases  of  reference,  to  com- 
mit the  measore  to  its  friends ;  bat  the  practice 
of  the  American  Senate  was  different  That 
body  had  standing  committees ;  and  it  bad  not 
faen«ofore  been  their  custom  to  take  notice  of 
friends  or  enemies  in  questions  of  this  kind,  or 
to  enter  into  an  inqniry  to  ascertain  who  were, 
or  who  were  not^  friendly  to  the  proposed 
measure.  He  believed  It  would  be  a  course  as 
unacceptable  aa  it  was  uncommon,  to  institute 
an  inquiry  in  every  case  of  this  kind  for  the 


[Senate. 

purpose  of  ' ascertaining  who  were  enemlea  and^ 
who  were  friends  of  the  measure  proposed. 
He  wonld  ask  the  gentleman  from  Misscftiri 
how  he  knew  that  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures were,  or  would  he,  hostile  to  the  present 
bill.  How  does  he  know  that  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  or  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
are  friendly  to  it  ?  It  wonld  be  a  very  strange 
conrse  of  proceeding,  in  his  opinion,  to  insti- 
tute such  an  inqniry.  Sir,  said  Mr.  D.,  a  very 
important  object  to  be  attained  by  referring 
bills  to  committees,  is,  to  enable  them  to  exam- 
ine, approve,  or  disapprove  of,  and  re;^rt  ac- 
cordingly— not  finally  to  decide  their  fate. 
For  instance,  il\  upon  examination  and  inquiry, 
they  should  see  that  the  adoption  of  the  pro- 
posed measure  would  materially  injure  some 
important  interest,  it  would  be  then*  dnty  to 
state  their  views  of  the  subject  for  the  oondd- 
eration  of  the  Senate.  It  was  the  province  of 
the  committee  dmply  to  report  its  opinion — 
not  to  pass  or  n^ect  the  bill.  No  committee, 
smd  Mr.  D.,  can  break,  suppress,  or  deform  a 
bill.  They  can  only  report  upon  it ;  and  if 
the  report  does  not  meet  the  views  of  the 
friends  of  the  bill,  they  are  at  liberty  to  op- 
pose it  If  the  report  is  delayed  beyond  the 
proper  time,  they  nave  a  right  to  demand  its 
amtearance,  by  a  mle  of  the  Senate  which  au- 
thorizes a  call  upon  the  committee  for  a  r^rt 
The  committee,  Mr.  D.  said,  could  only  modify 
the  bill ;  they  had  no  power  to  control  it  Ja 
conclusion,  he  hoped  the  Senate  wonld  follow 
the  usual  practice,  and  refer  the  aul^eot  to  tiie 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  and 
agreed  to,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tbas.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Clay,  Dallas,  Dick- 
eraon,  Dudley,  £wing.  Foot,  IVelinghuysen,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  Johnston,  Enight  Uarcy,  Nan- 
dain,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Bobiasoo,  Ruggles,  Sey- 
mour, ^bee,  Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Webster, 
WUkioB— 

NATS^Messn.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  ElUi,  For- 
syth, Gmnij.  Hayne,  Hill,  King,  Xangnm,  KUler, 
Hoore,  Smith,  Tuewell,  Tlptoo,  IVoap,  Tyler, 
White— 18. 

After  the  oondderation  of  a  number  of  pri- 
vate bills, 
Tb»  S«iate  acljoamed  to  Monday. 

UotmAT,  Jaauai7  9. 
Bank  itf  the  United  Statea. 

Mr.  Daixab  presented  the  following  memo- 
rial from  the  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States : 
7b  Hu  Senate  and  Houu  of  JUpnaentaiive*  qf  tht 
Vnited  State*  in  Congrea  attembUd: 

The  memorial  of  the  Preddeat,  Directors,  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  In  the 
name  and  in  behalf  of  the  stockholders  of  the  bank, 
reapectfolly  represents— 

That  the  idiarter  of  the  bank  being  about  (o  ex- 
pire on  the  4th  of  Ifaroh,  188S,  yoor  memoriaUats 
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deem  it  their  AtAj  to  lavite  the  attenUon  of  Con- 
gress to  Its  reoeval. 

The  genentl  considerftUons  which  caosed  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  bank,  the  manner  in  which  it 
haa  executed  the  duties  assigned  lo  it,  and  the 
reasons  which  recommend  its  cootlDuance,  your 
memorialists  forbear  to  discuss,  since,  of  these  sub- 
jects, your  honorable  bodies  are  more  competent 
and  appropriate  judges.  They  wiU  therefore  merely 
state  the  views  which  induce  their  application  at 
this  time. 

Unless  the  quratioo  is  decided  by  the  present 
Congress,  no  definitive  action  upon  it  can  be  ex- 
pected until  within  two  years  of  the  expiration  of 
the  charter — a  period  before  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  memorialists,  it  is  higlily  expedient,  not 
merely  in  reffironce  to  the  institution  itseU^  but  to 
the  more  important  interests  of  the  nation,  that  the 
determinaUon  of  Congress  should  be  known.  In- 
dependently of  the  influence  which  the  bank  was 
designed  to  possess,  and  which  it  necessarily  exer- 
otses  over  too  state  of  the  ourrency,  by  which  all 
the  pecuniary  tvanaactious  of  the  community  are 
n^d*ted,  its  own  immediate  operations  are  con- 
nected intimately  with  the  local  business  of  almost 
every  section  of  the  United  States,  with  the  com- 
mercial interchanges  between  the  several  States, 
and  the  intercourse  of  them  all  with  foreign  na- 
tiona. 

Of  the  valne  to  the  community  of  the  system 
which,  after  long  and  anxious  efforts,  and  at  great 
peounlary  saciuces,  your  memorialists  have  at 
length  saceecded  in  establishing,  it  Is  not  for  them 
to  speak ;  th^r  more  immediate  purpose  is  to  rep- 
resent, as  they  do,  most  respecdwty,  that  the  con- 
tinuance or  destruction  of  that  system,  thus  widely 
diffused  through  all  the  avenue^  of  the  productive 
industry  of  the  country,  afleoting  aU  the  relations 
of  public  revenue  and  private  income,  and  contrib- 
uting to  ^ve  stability  to  all  the  rewards  of  labor,  ia 
an  object  of  general  solicitade.  If,  satisfied  with 
the  practical  operations  of  the  institution,  your  hon- 
orable body  shall  deem  it  worthy  of  continuance, 
H  seems  expedient  to  relieve  the  country,  as  soon 
as  may  conmst  with  mature  deliberation,  from  the 
nnoertalntjr  in  which  oil  in^vata  transacUons,  and 
all  public  improvements,  dependent  on  the  future 
condition  of  the  currency,  and  amount  of  capital 
disposable  for  those  objects,  must  necessarily  be 
iovdlTed  nntil  your  decison  is  known.  Xf,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  determine 
that  the  bank  must  cease  to  exist,  it  is  still  more 
In^Mrtant  that  the  country  should  begjn  early  to 
prepare  for  the  expected  change,  and  that  the  in- 
sdtution  should  have  as  much  time  as  poamble  to 
execute  the  duty,  always  a  very  driicate  and  diffi- 
cult one,  of  aiding  the  community  to  seek  new 
channels  of  business,  and,  by  gradual  and  gentle 
movements,  to  press  with  the  least  inconvenience 
on  the  great  interests  connected  witb  it. 

Under  these  impressions  they  respectfully  request 
that  the  charter  of  the  bank  may  be  renewed. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  IKrecton: 

*  N.  BIDDIiE,  PntUhni, 

Ifr.  I>Ai.us  Bidd,  that  being  requested  to 
present  this  dooument  to  the  Senate,  praying 
for  a  renewal  of  the  existing  charter  of  the 
'  luiDk,  he  begged  to  be  indited  in  makio^  a 
few  explaoatorj  remarks.  With  nnhesitabng 
franknmB,  he  vished  tt  to  be  understood  by 


[Jamvabt, 

&e  Sraiate,  br  the  good  commonwealth  which 
it  was  alike  his  dnty  and  his  pride  to  represent 

with  fidelity  on  that  floor,  and  by  the  people 
geaeraUy,  Uiat  this  application,  at  this  time, 
had  been  disconraged  by  him.  Actuated  mun- 
ly,  if  not  eiclusivelyj  by  a  desire  to  preserve  to 
tiiQ  nation  the  practical  benefits  of  the  institu- 
tion, the  expediency  of  bringing  it  forward 
thns  early  in  the  term  of  its  incorporation, 
during  a  popular  representation  in  Congress, 
which  must  cease  to  exist  some  years  before 
that  term  expires,  and  on  the  eve  of  all  the  ex- 
citement incident  to  a  great  political  move- 
ment, Btrack  his  mind  as  more  than  donbtfiil. 
He  fdt  deep  solicitude  and  apprehension  lest^ 
in  the  progress  of  inquiry,  and  in  the  develop 
ment  of  Tiews,  under  present  oircnmstances,  it 
might  be  drawn  into  real  or  Imagined  conmct 
wiui  some  higher,  some  more  favorite,  some 
more  immediate  wish  or  purpose  of  the  Ameri- 
can people. 

And  from  each  a  conflict,  what  sincere  Mend 
of  this  usefbl  establishment  would  not  strive 
to  save  or  rescue  it  by  at  least  a  temporary  for- 
bearance and  delay?  Nevertheless,  his  con- 
scious inexperience  in  the  forms  and  contingen- 
cies of  legislation  inspired  a  distrust  of  his  own 
judgment  on  this  merely  preliminary  point.  The 
determination  of  the  parties  interested  ttuqr 
be,  nay,  must  be,  wiser  and  better;  and  he 
could  not  bat  feel  strongly  impressed  by  the 
recollection  that  the  L^slatore  of  Pennsylva- 
nia recentiy,  and,  iu  effect,  nnanlmooslyf  had 
recommended  the  renewal  of  the  (Charter  of  the 
bank.  He  beoame,  therefore,  a  wilting,  as  he 
was  virtually  an  instructed  agent,  in  promot- 
ing, to  the  extent  of  his  humble  ability,  an  ob- 
ject which,  however  dangerously  timed  its  in- 
trodaction  might  seem,  was  in  itself,  as  be  oon- 
oeived,  entitlid  to  every  consideration  and 
favor. 

Ur.  D.  oondaded  by  moving  that  the  me- 
morial be  read,  and  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  of  five  in  number,  and  tiiat  the 
committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 

papers. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  baDot  for  the 
committee,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were 
chosen  to  compose  it,  viz:  Mr.  Daixab,  Ur. 
Wbbstbb,  Mr.  £wino,  lix.  Hatkx,  and  Ifr. 
JomraioH, 


Tdsbdat,  January  10. 

Sanl  of  the  United  Statu. 

Ur.  Bknton  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tions: 

Rttolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  furnish  the  Senate  with  the  namee  and 
titles  of  the  foreign  stockholders  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  if  any  document  in  his  office  wiQ 
afford  that  information ;  and,  if  not,  to  endeavor  to 
obtain  that  iafbrmation  from  the  bank  afbresaid,  and 
lay  it  before  the  Senate  as  soim  as  possible,  with 
the  amount  of  stock  held  by  each. 

JRemlved,  That  the  Seeretaiy  ttf  the  Senate  be 


Bank  o/Uu>  United  State*. 


Digi:ized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OV  G0XGBES8. 


S58 


^ixuixr^  18Si.] 

directed  to  laj  before  the  Semite  infomiatinii,  first, 
of  the  imouDt  of  debt  due  from  individuals  and 
boAes  corporate  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  iu  brancbes,  distinguisbiDg  the  amount  secured 
by  mortgage  from  that  secured  by  personal  security 
■lone;  auawhatportionofsaiddebtaareconsidered 
as  standing  aocommodations  to  the  customerB  of  said 
bank  aod  its  branches. 

Rtaolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tressury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  list  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
the  several  branches,  and  a  statement  of  the  stock 
held  by  citltena  of  the  United  States,  with  the  num- 
ber of  shares  held  by  each,  and  tfae  State  or  Terri- 
tory of  thdrreddenoe;  also,  the  amount  of  spede, 
according  to  tbeir  last  return,  In  the  raolts  of  the 
bank  and  its  branches,  ^tinguishing  the  part  which 
.belongs  to  the  bank,  the  portion  bdonf^g  to  in^- 
Tiduals,  and  to  the  United  States. 

Hetolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  (he  montiily  sute- 
ments  of  th«  afEUrs  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
BtatM  Ibr  the  year  1881. 

Puilic  Bxpenditwret. 

The  bill  for  the  erection  of  barracks,  quar- 
ters, uid  storehoosea  and  the  pnrohase  of  a 
^Ite,  in  the  Tioinity  of  New  Orleans,  was  read 
tiM  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  tiie  other 

Honse. 

When  this  bill  was  put  on  its  passage, 
!Ur.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  offer  some 
remarks  In  reply  to  assertions  which  had  been 
made  by  gentlemen  on  a  former  occasion, 
toaobing  the  public  expenditures.  He  be^n 
by  saying  he  was  in  faror  of  the  present  bill, 
because  it  appropiiated  money  for  an  object 
,  essential  to  the  interests  of  a  weak  part  of  the 
Union ;  and  no  fear  of  censure  for  increasing 
tiie  annoai  expenditure  of  the  nation  wotvld  de- 
ter him  from  snt^rtiiig  measures  which  he 
considered  ueoeesarr  and  oondnolve  to  the  pnb- 
lio  welfare.  Our  dntr,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  para- 
mount to  every  eonuderatioa  of  this  kino.  I 
care  not  whether  the  expenses  of  the  present 
Administration  have,  or  hare  not,  exceeded  that 
of  any  other  Administration ;  my  sole  view  is 
to  provide  for  what  is  necessary,  and  the  pro- 
Tisions  of  this  bill  appear  to  me  to  be  of  this 
diaracter. 

On  a  late  occasion,  stud  Mr.  S.,  a  hUl  in 
which  I  felt  a  deep  interest,  was  r^ected  on 
the  ground  that  it  increased  the  pobttc  ex- 
penses. It  did  not  It  merely  authorized  an 
i^>propriation  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
jwr  annum,  Instead  of  the  animal  snm  of  <me 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  would  have  ena- 
bled the  Executive  to  arm  the  fortifications  in 
ten  instead  of  twenty  years.  The  argnment 
was  then  urged,  that  the  annual  expenses  of 
the  dovemment  went  on  increasing.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  distinctly  said 
"  that  the  ezpenditares  of  the  Government  had 
nearly  doubled  since  he  took  a  seat  in  the  Sen- 
ate." This  assertion  was  considered  essentially 
correct  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  EUm.)    The  assertion  tbw  broadly 
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made  by  Senators  of  such  high  standing,  and 
generally  so  very  correct — ^by  Senators  who 
are  so  highly  appreciatjed,  could  not  fiul  to  have 

freat  inauenoe  on  this  body.  I  confess,  Ite. 
resident,  that  I  then  thought  they  were  mis- 
taken, and  I  answered  them  guardedly.  I  did 
not  positively  deny  the  assertion.  I  somewhat 
doubted  my  own  opinion,  when  opposed  to  the 
positive  assertions  of  gentlemen  for  whom  I 
entertain  great  respect.  When  the  Senate  ad- 
journed on  that  day,  I  remarked  to  a  Senator 
that  I  thooght  those  gentiemen  had  committed 
a  great  error.  He  replied  that  be  thou^t 
their  statements  correct.  This  indaoed  me  to 
reflect  on  the  subject,  and  to  see  whether  I 
could  not  ascertain  the  truth  or  fallacy  of  the 
assertion.  I  found  that  the  Senator  (Mr.  Bbn- 
TOit)  had  taken  his  seat  in  the  Senate  at  the 
session  of  1821-22 ;  of  course  the  expendi- 
tures ibr  the  year  1822  were  those  which  he 
asserted  had  been  nearly  doubled  since  he  came 
into  the  Senate.  I  saw  how  I  could  obtun  the 
desired  information.  I  caused  a  statement  to 
be  made  from  the  annual  r^>orts  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  from  the  year  1822  to 
1830,  bot^  years  indudve.  In  order  to  avoid 
any  error  in  this  statement,  I  sent  it  to  the 
Treasury  for  the  purpose  of  being  minutely  ex- 
amined. It  baa  been  returned  to.  me  as  per- 
fectly correct ;  "and  I  was  referred  to  the  hmdc 
callfHl  "  Receipts  and  Expenditures  far  the  year 
1830,"  lately  delivered  to  each  Senator,  for  a 
fall  view  of  the  expenses  for  a  series  of  years, 
and  I  found  a  perfect  accordance  with  the 
statement  I  had  prepared*  So  that  the  ezposd 
which  I  propose  to  give,  is,  I  may  truly  say, 
founded  on  facts,  leaving  nothing  vague  or  de- 
rived from  coi^ectnre.  The  book  to  which  I 
have  alladod,  I  immediately  sent  to  the  Balti- 
more library  without  InsvectiDg  it.  I  had  no 
idea  of  loonnff  in  it  for  the  detiuled  statement 
of  onr  ezpenditares.  Every  Senator  has  the 
book,  and  can,  at  his  leisure,  compare  it  witb 
the  view  which  I  propose  to  ^ve ;  in  whioh  I 
flatter  myself  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  the 
Senators  from  Missouri  and  South  Carolina 
have  been  mistaken;  that  the  expenses  have 
not  nearly  doubled,  nor  Increased — in  fact,  if 
the  expenditure  in  one  year  exceed  thirteen 
millions,  the  next  year  falls  below  that  amount ; 
and  that  the  average  expenditure  of  the  last 
nine  years,  say  1822  to  1880,  both  inclusive, 
amounts  only  to  the  sum  of  twelve  million 
three  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty-cme  dollan. 

A  superficial  reader,  lb.  Fretident,  when  he 
looks  at  the  public  expenditures,  most  generally 
will  look  at  the  sum  total  of  each  year,  and 
will  conclude  that  the  expenses  have  been 
higher  or  lower  than  usoaL  He  has  no  partio- 
nlar  object  in-  view,  and  will  not  give  himself 
the  trouble  to  investigate  the  causes  which  cre- 
ate the  large  or  smaU  expenditures  of  any  one 
year.  Thus,  he  may  look  at  the  expenses  of 
1817,  and  will  find  the  total  amount  to  have 
been  the  enormous  som  of  $^677,646.  He 
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then  turns  to  the  year  1816,  and  finds  the  total 
ezpenditqres  of  that  jeor  to  amount  to  the  sum 
of  $86,104,875.  He  takes  the  year  1819,  and 
finds  the  exjpensea  only  $24,004,199,  and  con- 
cludes in  hiB  own  mind  that  the  Congress  of 
1817  and  1818  mnst  have  been  extravagant  in 
their  appropriations  of  tiiepnblio  money,  aod 
the  Ezecntive  no  better.  When,  if  he  had  in- 
Testigated  the  snlrieot  Ailly,  he  would  have 
found  that  there  had  been  pud  in  1617,  towards 
the  extinguishment  of  the  pablic  debt,  the  un- 
aaual  sum  of  $26,428,886,  thus  reducing  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  Government  to  the 
Bum  of  $16,454,609 ;  that,  in  the  year  1818, 
there  had  been  paid  towards  the  redemption  of 
the  public  debt  the  sum  of  $21,296,001,  thus 
making  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment amount  to  the  aum  of  $18,906,678. 
The. expenditure,  independently  of  the  payment 
on  account  of  the  debt,  amounted  to  $16,800,278 
in  the  year  1619.  This  increase  arose  from 
TarioQB  oaoses  not  necessary  to  detiuL  There 
W8B  paid  towards  the  poblio  debt  in  the  year 
1819  the  sam  of  $7,708,926  only.  This  £mi- 
nnttpQ  of  payment  is  attributable  to  the  fact 
that  there  was  little  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt  then  payable. 

I  will  now  come,  Kr.  President,  to  my  prin- 
cipal object  It  is  the  assertion,  "  that,  sinoe 
the  year  1821,  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  nearly  doubled and  I  trust  I  shall 
be  able  to  show  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
(Mr.  Benton)  had  been  under  some  misappre- 
hension. The  Senate  are  aware  of  the  effect 
which  such  an  assertion,  coming  from  such 
high  authority,  mnst  have  won  the  pabUo 
mind.  It  eertunly  had  its  effect,  even  npon 
this  enll^tened  body.  I  mentioned  to  an  hon- 
orable Senator  a  few  days  since,  that  the  aver- 
age ordinary  expenditure  of  the  Government 
for  the  last  nine  years  did  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  twelve  and  a  h&lf  millions.  But,  stud  the 
Senator,  the  expenditures  have  greatly  in- 
creased daring  that  period.  I  told  him  I 
thought  they  had  not ;  and  I  now  proceed  to 
prove,  that,  with  the  exception  of  four  years, 
viz.,  1821,  1822, 1628,  and  1824,  the  expendi- 
tares  of  the  Government  have  not  increased. 
I  shall  endeavor  to  show  the  causes  of  the  re- 
duction of  expenses  dnring  those  years,  and 
that  they  afford  no  criteria  by  which  to  judge 
of  tiie  necesaaiy  expenses  ot  Govenmient,  and 
that  they  are  exceptions  to  the  general  rate  of 
fficpenditares,  arismg  from  particular  causes. 
But  even  th^  ejdiibit  an  expenditure  far  above 
the  one-half  of  the  present  annual  or^ary  ex- 
pense. 

In  the  year  1822,  which  was  the  period  when 
the  Senator  &om  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  took 
bis  seat  in  the  Senate,  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  Government  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
$9,827«643.  The  expenses  of  the  year  1828 
amounted  to  $9,784,164.  I  proceed,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  show  the  cause  which  thus  reduced 
the  ordinary  expenses  during  these  years.  I 
apealc  In  the  presence  of  gentlemen,  some  of 
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whom  were  then  in  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives,  and  wUl  correct  me  if  my  recoUecUon 
should  lead  me  into  error.  During  the  session 
of  the  year  1819-*20,  the  President  asked  a 
loan,  I  think,  of  five  millions,  to  defray  the  ex- 

Senses  of  the  Government,  which  he  had 
eemed  neoessair,  and  for  which  estimates  had, 
as  usual,  been  laid  before  Congress.  A  loan  of 
three  miUions  only  was  granted ;  and,  in  the 
next  session,  another  loan  of^  I  think,  seven 
millions  was  asked,  in  order  to  enable  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  meet  the  amount  of  expenses  esti- 
mated for,  as  necessary  for  the  year  1821.  A 
loan  of  five  millions  was  granted,  and  in  the 
succeeding  year  another  loan  of  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  was  asked,  and  refused.  Con- 
gress were  dissatisfied  that  loans  should,  be  re-, 
quired  in  time  of  profound  peaoe^  to  meet  the 
common  expenses  of  the  nation,  and  they  re- 
fused to  grant  the  amount  asked  for  in  the  esti- 
mates, although  this  amount  would  have  been 
granted  if  there  had  been  money  in  the  Treas- 
ury to  meet  thei^  without  resorting  to  loans* 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (and  It  waa 
supported  by  the  House)  lessened  some  of  the 
items  estimated  for,  and  refused  others.  No 
iton,  except  such  as  was  indispensably  necea* 
sary,  was  granted.  By  the  adoption  of  this 
course,  the  expenditures  were  reduced,  in  1821, 
to  $10,723,479,  and  to  the  sums  already  men- 
tioned for  the  two  years.  1822  and  1623,  uid 
the  current  expenses  of  1824,  $10,880,144. 
The  consequence  was,  that  the  Treasury  was 
restored  to  a  sound  state,  so  that  Congress  was 
enabled,  in  the  year  1826,  to  appropriate  the 
full  anoont  of  the  estimate.  The  expenditures 
of  1824  amounted  to  $16,880,144.  ThU  large 
expeniiUtnre  is  to  be  attriboted  to  the  payment 
made  to  Spain  in  that  year,  of  $6,000,000  for 
the  purchase  of  Florida.  I  entertdned  doubts 
whether  I  ought  to  indude  this  sum  in  the  ex- 
penditures ;  but,  on  fbll  consideration,  I  deemed 
it  proper  to  inolnde  it.  It  may  be  said  that  it 
was  an  extraordinary  payment,  and  such  as 
could  not  again  occur.  So  is  the  payment  on 
account  of  awards  under  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
in  1627  and  1626,  amounting  to  $1,188,716. 
Of  the  same  character,  too,  are  the  payments 
made  for  the  purchase  of  lands  firom  the  !Di- 
dians;  for  the  remond  of  the  bidians;  for 
pftyments  to  the  sevml  Statea  for  moneys  ad- 
vanced during  the  late  war ;  and  a  tsimI^  ct 
other  extraorainary  charges  on  tiie  Treasorj. 
The  payment  on  account  of  the  purchase  of 
Florida  happened  in  the  last  seven  years ;  and 
if  this  sum  were  deducted  from  the  expendi- 
tures of  1824,  it  would  exhibit  a  great  redne- 
tion  in  the  expenses  of  the  last  seven  years^ 
when  contrasted  with  th(»e  of  the  seven  years 
between  1817  and  1828,  both  years  inolnsive. 
The  comparison  of  average  expenses  between 
the  first  seven  years,  oonbrasted  with  the  last 
seven  years,  would  then  amount  to  $12,788,8S7 
for  the  first  period,  and  $12,868,668  for  the 
latter  period;  which  would  show  an  aotud 
average  decrease  of  $844,4i69  between  tiNsa 
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periods.  This  decrease  could  be  rendered 
mndi  ffoster^  if  tiie  other  extraordiuur  ex- 
mi^tares  to  wUdi  I  hare  referred  were  also 
oedacted  in  the  comparison.  The  sabseqaent 
years  being  years  wnen  no  dednotioos  were 
made  from  the  wUmates,  it  will  be  seen  to  vary 
alternately. 
In  the  year  1626,  the  enenaea  were 

$11,490,4S0 
1636,      -      -  18,062,816 

1827,  -      -  12,668,095 

1828,  -  •  18,296,041 
1629,  -  -  12,660,490 
1680,      -      -  18,229,683 

It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  Aow  that  &e 
ATerage  expeuditores  of  the  Qovemment  for 
these  Dim  years,  say  from  16^  to  1880,  both  in- 
dn^TO,  am(Ant  only  to  the  sum  of  (12,870,481. 
A  eonsidersble  part  of  these  expenditares  has 
arisen  from  extraordinary  charges  on  the  Treas- 
ury, snch  as,  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians ; 
the  parohase  of  their  lands ;  the  payment  of 
the  States  for  the  advances  made  by  Uiem  dar- 
ing the  late  war ;  for  property  destroyed  by 
the  enemy ;  and  for  payment  of  awards  nnder 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  amount- 
ing to  $1,188,716.  A  navy  has  been  created, 
and  our  national  dag  floats  prondly  on  every 
sea.  Immense  fortifications  have  been  erected. 
Arsenals  have  been  bnilt  in  different  parts  of 
the  Union,  ukd  fllted  with  small  Arms  and  the 
mnnitiona  of  war.  The  only  wondor  ia,  that 
■0  moeh  has  been  done,  with,  sooh  limited  ex- 
penditnree. 

I  think  I  have  shown,  Mr.  President,  "  that 
the  expenditures  of  the  Government  have  not 
nearly  doubled  ^ee  tiie  year  1821 nor  do  I 
think  that  there  has  been  any  ln(»«ase.  If 
there  had  been  any,  the  fiuilt  would  rest  with 
Congress. 

It  has  been  sud,  Mr.  President,  "  that  the 
expenses  of  the  Grovernment  Increase  annually, 
and  go  on  increasing."  With  a  view  of  test- 
ing ^is  assertion,  and  also  of  ^noidatiug  this 
mojeot,  I  tmst  I  shall  be  permitted  to  inmtute 
A  few  eonmarisons.  The  first  will  be  between 
the  expencutures  the  four  years,  1617,  1616, 
181d,  and  1620,  with  tiiose  of  the  fonr  yeara, 
1627, 1626, 1629,  and  1880.  I  find,  on  exami- 
nation, that  the  average  exposes  of  the  first 
fonr  years  amount  to  uie  sum  of  $14,699,621, 
«nd  of  the  last  fonr  years  to  the  sum  of 
$12,969,790,  showing  a  decrease  in  the  public 
expenditures  exceedmg  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars;  thus  amply  contradicting  the  asser- 
tion, that  the  public  expenditares  "  go  on  in- 
creasing." The  second  comparison  I  shall 
m^e  will  be  between  the  fonr  yeus,  1828, 
1624, 1835,  and  1826,  with  those  of  1627,  1826, 
1829,  and  1880.  I  find  that  the  average  ex- 
pmse  of  the  first  Ibnr  years  amoants  to  the 
mun  of  $12,416,768,  and  the  last  fonr  years  to 
$18,969,790,  showing  an  average  increase  of 
$648,022,  or  an  annual  average  increase  of 
$185,755,  ioconndenAle  In  amount,  and  arising 
trma  the  reduced  expenditnres  ia  the  year 
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1823,  the  cause  for  which  has  been  thready 
stated,  and  to  the  paym«it  in  1880  of  the  Mas- 
sachosetts  militia  clum  of  fonr  hundred  and 
thirty  thoosand  dollars.  Were  it  not  for  the 
payment  of  this  latter  claim  in  1680,  the  com- 
puison  would  have  shown  a  different  result, 
xhe  true  test  ie  to  be  found  in  comparing  ^e 
expenditures  of  the  Government  in  Uiose  years 
when  Congress  were  not  restricted  in  the  ex- 
penditures by  reason  of  a  scanty  Treasury. 

The  next  comparison  I  offer,  will  be  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  seven  years  from  1817  to 
1823,  both  years  inclusive,  with  those  of  the 
seven  subseqaent  years,  banning  with .  the 
year  1824  to  1830,  both  inclusive,  and  I  find 
that  the  annual  average  expenditure  of  the 
first  seven  years  amounts  to  $12,733,887,  and 
of  the  last  seven  ^ears  to  the  sum  of  $18,103,154 
— presenting  an  mconriderable  increase,  which 
is  entirely  attributable  to  the  &ct  that  reduc- 
tions had  been  made  in  the  years  1621,  1623, 
1823,  and  1824,  on  account  of  a  scanty  Treas- 
ury, which  reductions,  in  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  Government,  had  had  a  tendency 
to  cause  an  increase  of  ezpenditurea  in  the 
succeeding  years.  These  reductio^is  were  not 
savings ;  they  were  a  mere  temporary  diminu- 
tion of  necessary  expenditures.  The  majority 
of  the  objects  thns  reduced,  or  altogether  re- 
fused, were,  in  the  subsequent  years,  pro- 
vided for. 

It  is  perfectly  Ceut,  Mr.  Preddent,  to  compare 
a  series  of  years  with  an  eqnal  number  of 

years ;  bat  it  is  neither  fair  nor  jast  to  select 
one  year,  and  to  compare  it  with  another.  I 
speak  with  reference  to  the  annual  ordinary 
'expenditures.  Would  it  be  fair  towards  the 
late  President  Monroe,  to  compare  the  expenses 
of  the  last  year  of  his  Administration,  amoont- 
ing  to  $16,330,144,  with  the  first  year  of  Mr. 
Adams's  Administration,  which  amounted  only 
to  11,490,549  dollars  f  Would  it  be  proper  to 
compare  the  expenditoreB  of  the  last  year  of 
Mr.  Adams's  Adnunistration,  which  amounted 
to  $18,296,041,  with  the  first  year  of  Pres- 
ident JacKson^  Adminiatmtion,  which  was 
$12,660,490 1  Certainly  not  To  do  so,  would 
be  committing  an  act  of  political  iryustioe,  and 
yet  I  have  seen  this  done .  But,  if  you  com- 
pare the  last  year  of  Mr.  Adamses  Administra- 
tion with  the  second  year  of  President  Jack- 
son's, ($12,229,688,)  little  difference  in  the  ex- 
penses will  be  found  to  exist. 

I  have,  Mr.  President,  shown  to  my  own  sat- 
isfactioD,  and,  I  trust,  to  that  of  the  Senate, 
that  the  expenses  of  the  Government  have 
not  only  not  nearly  doubled  since  the  year  1621 
— (unless  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  18,296,041 
doUars,  being  the  expenditures  in  1626,  be 
nearly  double  the  sum  of  $9,827,643,  the 
amount  of  expenditnres  of  1822J — have  not 
increased,  bat,  on  the  contrary,  have  actually 
decreased.  I  have  taken  for  the  investigation 
of  the  subject  the  eight  years  of  the  late  Pres< 
ident  Monroe's  Administration,  the  four  years 
of  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  the 
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two  years  of  President  Jackson^B  Administra- 
tion, to  vhich  the  acconnts  are  made  np  at  the 
Treasnry ;  and  in  this  iaTesdratioD  aod  com- 
parison I  have  oarefuny  sToidea  every  thing  of 
a  party  complexion. 

Having  been  a  member  of,  and  for  several 
Tears  Ohaiiman  of  the  Committee  ofWays  and 
Means  in  the  Honse  Bepresentatives,  and 
having  also  been  Ob  airman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  in  the  Senate,  I  consider  it  an  im- 

Eied  reflection  on  those  committees  that  they 
id  seen  .with  indifference  the  expenses  of  the 
Government  annually  iacreasing,  and  actually 
nearly  doubling  in  nine  years.  I  have  there- 
fore  deemed  it  incombent  npon  me,  in  partion- 
lar,  to  make  the  necessary  investigation  of  this 
sabject,  and  to  present  to  the  Senate  the  ex- 
tensive view  I  have  submitted  in  relation  to  a 
matter  which  tias  so  iirequenUy  been  misrepre- 
sented, and  which  I  trust  will  be  considered  a 
soffioient  i^logy  for  having  ooenpied  so  much 
of  the  time  of  the  Benate. 

Exhibit,  showing  the  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  ezcliuive  of  the  pay- 
ments on  aceonnt  of  the  pnbiie  debt,  from  the. 
year  181f  to  1830,  both  indoalTe. 


Ttan.  JSepmilfurei. 

1817  -  9lMM,609  92 

1818  -    18,908,673  78 

1819  -   18,800,278  44 

1820  -  18,184,080  67 
16S1  -  10,723,479  07 
1828  -  9,827,648  51 
1823    •     9,784,164  59 

1824   -  918.880,144  31 
18SS    -    11.490,469  84 
1828   -   13,062,816  27 

1827  -    12,668,096  65 

1828  -    18,296,041  46 

1829  -    12,660,490  62 

1830  -    13,229,683  38 

Ur. 'Benton  rose  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from 
Maryland.  Mr.  B,  Biud  that  a  remark  of  his, 
in  a  former  debate,  seemed  to  have  been  the 
occasion  of  the  elaborate  financial  statements 
which  the  Senator  f^om  Maryland  had  just 
gone  through.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  made  the 
remark  in  debate ;  it  was  a  general  one,  and 
not  to  be  treated  as  an  account  stated  by  an 
accounting  officer.  His  remark  was,  that  the 
publio  eiqiend^tnre  had  nearly  donbled  since  he 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Senate.  Neither 
the  words  nsed,  nor  the  mode  of  the  expres- 
rion,  implied  the  aocoracy  of  an  account;  It 
was  a  remark  to  signify  a  great  and  inordinate 
increase  in  a  comparatively  short  time.  He 
had  not  come  to  the  Senate  this  day  witii  the 
least  expectation  of  being  called  to  justify  that 
remark,  or  to  hear  a  long  arraignment  of  it 
aigned ;  but  he  was  ready  at  all  times  to  jus- 
tify, and  he  would  gnickly  do  it.  Mr.  B.  said 
that  when  he  made  the  remark,  he  had  no 
statement  of  acconnts  in  his  ej^  bat  he  had 
two  great  and  broad  facts  befbre  him,  which  all 
the  ^inres  and  calonlations  npon  earth,  and  all 
the  compound  and  comparative  statements  of 
aritbmeadans,  could  not  shake  or  alter,  which 
were — ^first,  tiiat  since  he  came  into  the  Senate, 
the  machinery  of  this  Government  was  worked 
for  between  ei^^t  and  nine  millions  of  dollars ; 
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and,  secondly,  the  actual  payments  for  the  last 
year,  in  the  Preudent's  Message,  were  about 
fourteen  miUions  and  three-qnarters.  The  sum 
estimated  for  the  future  expenditures,  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  thirteen  and  a 
half  millions^  bnt  fifteen  milliosB  were  recom- 
mended by  him  to  be  levied  to  meet  increased 
expenditures.    Mr.  B.  sdd  these  were  two 

Ct  facts  which  he  had  in  his  eye,  and  whi<^ 
ronld  justify.  He  would  produce  no  ^oofa 
as  to  the  second  of  his  facta,  because  the  Preri- 
dent's  Message  and  the  Secretary's  report  were 
so  recently  sent  in,  and  so  universally  reprint- 
ed, that  every  person  could  recollect,  or  tnm  to 
their  contents,  and  veriiy  his  statement  upon 
their  own  examination  or  recollection.  He 
would  verify  his  first  statement  only  by  proofe. 
and  for  that  purpoee  would  refer  tb  the  detiuled 
statements  of  uie  pnUie  ezpenditutes,  com- 
piled by  Van  Zandt  and  Watterston,  and  for 
which  he  had  Just  aent  to  room  of  the  Seo> 
retary  of  the  Senate^  Mr.  B.  would  take  the 
years  1622-*8 ;  for  he  was  not  simple  enough 
to  take  the  years  before  the  redaction  of  the 
army,  when  be  was  looking  for  the  lowest  ez- 
penditnre.  Four  thonsand  men  were  dis- 
banded, and  had  remained  disbanded  ever 
since ;  they  were  disbanded  since  he  came  into 
the  Senate ;  he  would  therefore  date  from  that 
reduction.  This  would  bring  him  to  the  years 
1822-'8,  when  you,  sir,  (tte  Vice  President,) 
was  Secretary  of  War.  What  was  the  whole 
expenditure  of  the  Government  for  each  <^ 
those  years  f   It  stood  thus : 

1828,  11*1^,876,592  88 

1828,  16,814,171  00 

These  two  snms  include  every  head  of  ex- 
penditure— they  include  publio  debt,  revoln- 
tionary  and  invalid  pensions;  three  heads  of 
temporary  expenditure.  The  payments  on  ac- 
count o£  the  public  debt  in  those  two  years^ 
were — 

la  1822,  17,848,919  IS 

1828.  6,630,016  41 

Deduct  these  two  sums  from  the  total  ex- 
penditure of  the  years  to  which  th^  rMlbr,  md 
yon  will  have — 

For  1822,  (9,727,678  41 

1828,  »,784,166  69 

The  pensions  for  thoee  years  were — • 

SnolvtioMrjf.     /mwltt^  Ag^ngaU. 
1822,  $1,«42,690  94  $806,608  48  $1,947,109  40 
1828,    1,449,097  04     831,491  48     1,780.688  62 

Now,  deduct  these  pensions  from  the  years 
to  which  they  refer,  md  you  will  have  just 
about  $8,000,000  as  the  expense  of  working 
tiie  maohinenr  of  the  Government  at  the  pe- 
riod whidi  I  had  in  my  eye.  Bnt  the  pensions 
have  not  yet  totally  ceased;  they  are  mnoh 
diminished  since  1822.  1828,  and  in  a  few  years 
must  cease.  The  revolutionary  pensioners  must 
now  average  seven^  years  of  age ;  their  sti- 
pends will  soon  cease.  I  hold  myself  well  Jna- 
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tified,  then,  in  saying,  as  I  did,  that  the  ezpen-. 
ditnrea  of  the  Oovemment  have  nearly  donoled 
in  my  time.  The  remark  had  no  reference  to 
Administrations.  There  was  nothing  compara- 
tive la  it ;  nothing  intended  to  put  up,  or  pat 
down,  any  body.  The  bnrdenB  of  the  people 
is  the  only  thing  I  wish  to  pot  down.  My  ser- 
vioe  in  the  Semite  has  extended  nnder  three 
AdministratiDns,  and  my  periods  of  calonlation 
extend  to  all  three.  Hy  opinion  now  is,  that 
the  machinery  of  this  Government,  after  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  shdald  l>e  worked 
for  ten  millions  or  less,  and  two  millions  more 
ibr  extraordinaries ;  in  all  twelTe  nuUioos ;  but 
this  to  a  point  for  ftitnre  disensaioo.  My  pres- 
ent  olject  is  to  show  a  great  increase  in  a  short 
time ;  and  to  show  that,  not  to  affect  individu- 
als, but  to  show  the  neoessi^  of  practiskig 
what  we  all  profess — economy.  X  am  against 
keeping  op  a  revenue,  after  the  debt  and  pen- 
sions are  pi^d,  as  lu-ge,  or  nearly  as  large,  as 
the  expenditure  was  in  1823,  1823,  with  thwe 
items  included.  I  am  for  throwing  down  my 
load,  when  I  get  to  the  end  of  my  journey.  I 
am  for  throwmg  off  the  burden  of  the  debt, 
when  I  get  to  the  end  of  the  debt.  The  bur- 
den of  the  debt  is  the  taxes  levied  on  account 
of  it  I  am  for  abolisliing  these  taxes ;  and 
this  is  the  great  question  upon  which  parties 
now  go  to  trial  before  the  American  people. 
One  word  more,  and  I  am  done  for  the  present. 
The  Senator  from  Maryland,  to  make  up  a 
goodly  average  for  1823  and  1828,  adds  the 
expenditure  of  1824,  which  includes,  besides 
sixteen  millions  uid  a  half  for  the  pnblio  debt, 
and  a  million  and  a  half  for  pensions,  the  sum 
of  five  millions  for  the  purchase  of  Florida. 
Sir,  he  most  deduct  twenty-two  millions  from 
that  computation  ;  and  ^at  deduction  will 
bring  his  average  for  those  years  to  agree  very 
olosdj  with  my  statement. 

liD*.  Hatkb  said  that  he  had  been  called  npon 
unexpectedly  to  answer  for  his  remarks  made  a 
fow  oays  ago  on  anotiier  bill.  If  he  had  been 
aware  of  the  intention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Uarylaad,  he  should  have  taken  the  pains  to 
he  prepared  with  statementa  to  make  ont  the 
correctness  of  the  assertion  alluded  to.  He 
said  it  most  be  recollected  that  it  was  not  his 
assertion  that  the  "  expenses  were  nearly 
donbted."  That  had  been  the  assertion  of  the 
genUeman  from  Missouri;  and  it  had  struck 
him  so  forcibly,  that  ho  bod  merely  adverted 
to  the  langoage  of  that  gentleman  in  his  snb- 
seqnent  remarks,  and  added,  that  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  Goremment  had  been  annnaJly  in- 
creasing  ever  Aaoe  he  had  been  in  the  Senate. 
For  this  additional  aaserlionj  and  for  that  alone, 
he  stood  responsible ;  and  if  he  was  mistaken 
in  that  remark,  he  was  never  so  much  mis- 
taken in  any  point  in  the  whole  coarse  of  his 
life.  He  was  still  confident  of  its  correctness ; 
and  he  trusted  that,  before  this  matter  was 
done  with,  he  should  be  able  to  satisfy  the  Sen* 
ate  and  Uie  country  that  it  was  not  he,  but 
the  Ohairman  of  the  Oommittee  on  Elnaiuje, 
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who  was  mistaken.  He  did  not  intend  to  do 

this,  however,  by  any  comparison  of  a  series  o£ 
years  and  general  averages,  as  that  gentleman 
had  done,  but  he  should  submit  a  resolution  to 
the  Senate,  calling  for  the  necessary  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  expenditures  daring  the 
time  mentioned,  from  the  proper  officer  of  the 
department;  and  if  the  result  of  that  state- 
ment did  not  make  out  his  assertion  to  be  cor- 
rect, he  would  acknowledge  bis  error,  and 
abide  by  that  decision ;  and  he  expected  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  would  do  the  same. 
Mr.  H.  said  that  if  the  event  shohld  show  him 
in  an  error,  it  was  that  gentleinan's  bmlt,  for 
he  had  led  him  into  the  error,  if  an  error  It 
was,  which,  however,  he  did  not  b^em  He 
bad  led  him  to  believe  that  there  was  aa  in- 
creased expenditure,  by  his  repeated  attempts 
to  justify  the  fact,  by  urging  the  necessity  of 
an  increase  to  keep  pace  with  the  times.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  H.,  can  I  forget  that  it  had  been  pnb- 
licly  stated  that,  in  the  two  first  years  of  the 
present  Adminifrtxation,  the  expenditures  of  the 
Ctovemment  on  internal  improvements  were 
greater  than  daring  the  whole  finir  years  of  the 
late  Administratira  ?  Oan  I  forget  the  fact  I 
have  never  seen  denied  by  the  friends  of  the 
present  Administration,  though  repeatedlymog 
ID  their  ears  9  But,  on  the  contrary,  they  have 
uniformly  nudntained  that  this  increase  was 
occa^oned  by  ^propriations  under  the  previ- 
oos  Administration.  Can  I  foreet  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  has  tdd  the  Senate  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance to  reduce  the  revenue  to  fifteen  millions 
after  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  because 
that  sum  woold  probably  be  wanted  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  Oovemment.  Where,  said 
Mr.  H.,  shall  we  find  the  boasted  diminution  of 
the  e^nses  of  this  Government  ?  Shall  we 
find  it  in  the  dvU  list,  or  diplomatic  inter> 
oonrsef  Shall  we  find  it  bi  the  anny,  the 
navy,  or  in  any  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment? On  the  contrary,  has  It  been  oor  con- 
stant policy  to  create  new  offices,  and  enlarge 
the  salaries  of  those  already  existing? 

But,  said  Mr.  H.,  we  will  have  this  matter 
determined  by  an  appeal  to  facts  which  cannot 
deceive  us,  which  the  proposed  resolation  will 
elicit. 

How  can  the  gentieman  suppose  that  I 
^onld  imagine  the  expenditures  were  not  in- 
creased, in  the  face  of  all  those  facts  which  the 
gentieman  himself  has  admitted  ?  Have  I  not, 
said  Mr.  H.,  risen  in  my  place,  repeatedly,  to 
oppose  the  Tarious  new  appropriwons  which 
have  been  called  for,  and  received  for  answer 
that  the  increased  wants  of  onr  growing  coun- 
try required  them?  If  mistaken,  therefore^ 
the  fault  lies  upon  tiiose  who,  having  onr 
finances  in  charge,  could  long  lunoe  have  cor- 
rected the  supposed  error.  He  was  persuaded, 
however,  there  was  no  error — ^there  could  be 
none.  Indeed,  he  understood  the  gentleman 
himself  to  show  an  average  increase  of  the  ex- 
penditorea.  And  how  ooald  it  be  othOTwise? 
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The  gentleman  from  MiBsoori,  in  referring  back 
to  the  dooatnents  this  morning  stutes  the  aver- 
age expenditures,  for  some  years  back,  at  nine 
millions ;  the  Senator  from  Maryland  gives  the 
average  of  the  few  last  years  at  twelve  mil- 
lions; and  that  Senator  himself^  only  a  few 
days  ago,  set  down  the  future  average  at  fifteen 
millions.  And  yet  we  are  gravely  UAi  our  ex- 
penses are  not  increasing. 


Fbidat^  Jannary  20. 

Bank  qf  the  Vnitsd  Statet — lUegai  Ourrmey. 

Mr.  Bbston  rose  to  ask  leave  to  introduce 
tiie  fi^wing  reedntion,  of  which  he  had  given 
notioe  some  days  ago,  viz  : 

A  joint  resolntion  declaratory  oi  the  meaning  of 
the  charter  of  the  Buk  of  the  United  States 
on  the  subject  of  the  paper  currency  to  be  is- 
sued by  the  Bank. 
Be  it  ntoived  by  the  SenaU  and  HouMt  of  Rtwa- 
MMtaftVM  of  tie  Uiuted  State*  of  America  in  Con- 
grem  at$embted,  That  the  paper  currency,  in  the 
form  of  orders,  drawn  by  the  preadents  of  the  of- 
fices of  discount  and  deposit  on  the  cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  not  authorized  by  any 
thing  centred  in  the  charter,  and  that  the  said 
currency  is,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  illegal, 
and  that  tbe  same  ou^t  to  he  fiuppreseed. 

Mr.  Bkiston  rose  to  ask  leave  to  bring  in  his 
promised  resolution  on  the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency. He  said  he  had  f^ven  his  notice  for  the 
leave  he  was  about  to  ^k,  without  concerting 
or  consulting  with  any  member  of  the  Senate. 
The  object  of  his  resolation  was  judicial,  not 
pditjcal ;  and  he  had  treated  iha  Senators,  not 
as  oonnsellors,  but  as  judges.  He  had  con- 
versed with  no  one,  neither  friend  nor  adver- 
sary; not  through  contempt  of  oonnael,  or  fear 
of  opposition^  bat  from  a  joBt  and  rigorous  re- 
gard to  decorum  and  propriety.  His  own 
<^inion  had  been  made  np  through  the  cold, 
unadulterated  process  of  legal  research ;  and 
he  had  done  nothing,  and  would  do  nothing,  to 
prevent,  or  hinder,  any  ot^er  Senator  from 
making  up  his  opinion  ia  the  same  way.  It 
was  a  case  in  which  politics,  especially  partisan 
politics,  could  find  no  place ;  and  in  the  prog- 
ress of  which  even'  Senator  would  feel  himself 
retiring  into  the  Judioial  office — becoming  one 
of  the  judicea  meeti—mA  searching  iDto  the 
stores  01  his  own  l^ol  knowledge,  for  the  judg- 
ment and  the  reasons  of  the  judgment  which  he 
must  pve  In  this  great  cause,  in  which  a  nation 
is  the  party  on  one  side,  and  a  great  moneyed 
corporation  on  the  other.  He  (llx.  B.)  believed 
the  currency,  against  which  1^  resolutinn  was 
directed,  to  bo  illegal  and  dangerous;  and  so 
believing,  it  had  long  been  his  determination 
to  bring  the  question  of  its  legality  before  the 
Senate  and  the  people;  and  that  without  re- 
gard to  the  powerful  resentment,  to  the  efiects 
of  which  he  might  be  exposing  himself.  He 
had  adopted  the  form  of  a  deduu^ry  resolu- 
taoUf  because  it  was  intended  to  deoare  the 
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,true  sense  of  the  charter  upon  a  disputed  point. 
He  made  his  resolution  joint  in  its  character, 
that  it  might  have  the  action  of  both  Houses  ox 
Oongress,  and  single  in  its  object,  tbat  the  main 
design  might  not  be  embarrassed  with  minor 
propositions.  The  form  of  the  resolution  gave 
him  a  right  to  state  his  reasons  for  asking  leave 
to  bring  it  in ;  the  importance  of  it  required 
those  reasons  to  be  clearly  stated.  The  Sen- 
ate, also,  has  its  ri^ts  and  its  duties.  It  is  the 
right  of  the  Sraate  and  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, as  the  fonnder  of  the  bank  cwporation, 
to  examine  into  the  r^^olarity  of  its  proceed- 
ings, and  to  take  ct^izance  of  the  infractions 
of  its  charter ;  and  this  right  has  become  a  duty, 
since  the  very  tribtmal  selected  by  the  charter 
to  try  tiiese  infractions  had  tried  this  very 
question,  and  that  without  the  formality  of  a 
scire  facias,  or  the  presence  of  the  adverse 
party,  and  had  given  judgment  in  favor  of  the 
corporation ;  a  decision  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  was 
compelled,  by  the  strongest  convictions  of  his 
judgment,  to  omrider  both  aa  eztra^odMal 
and  erroneons. 

The  resolution,  continued  Sfr.  B.,  which  I 
am  asking  leave  to  bring  in,  expresses  its  own 
object.  It  declares  against  the  legality  of  these 
orders,  as  a.  onaRXKOT.  It  is  the  curreni^ 
which  I  amugn.  I  make  no  inquiry,  for  I  wiU 
not  embarrass  my  snUect  with  irrelevant  and 
immaterial  inquiries—^  make  no  inqniir  into 
the  modes  of  contract  and  payment  whioh  are 
permitted,  or  not  permitted,  to  the  Bank  of  the 
ITnited  States,  in  the  oondact  of  its  private  deal- 
ings and  individual  transactions,  sly  business 
lies  with  the  currency;  for,  between  public 
currency  and  private  dealing  the  charter  of 
the  bank  has  made  a  distinction,  and  that 
founded  in  the  nature  of  things,  as  broad  as 
lines  can  draw,  and  as  deiar  as  wwds  can.ex- 
press.  The  currency  concerns  the  pnbUe ;  and 
the  soundness  of  that  currency  is  taken  under 
the  particular  guardianship  of  the  charter ;  a 
special  code  of  law  is  enacted  for  it :  private 
.  dealings  concern  individuals;  and  it  is  for  indi- 
viduals, in  making  their  bargains,  to  take  care 
of  their  own  interests.  The  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  has  authorized,  but 
not  related,  certain  private  dealings  of  the 
bank;  it  is  full  and  explicit  upon  the  regulation 
of  currency.  Upon  this  distinction  I  take  my 
stand.  I  establish  myself  upon  the  broad  and 
dear  distinction  which  reason  makes,  and  the 
charter  sanctions.  I  arraign  the  currency  I  I 
eschew  all  inquiry  into  the  modes  of  making 
bargains  for  the  sale  or  purchase  of  bills  of  ex- 
change, buying  and  selkng  gdd  or  lolver  bul- 
lion, buUdiug  houses,  hiring  officers,  derks,  and 
servants,  purchasing  necessaries,  or  laying  in 
supplies  of  fael  and  stationery. 

A  preliminary  inquiry  might  have  been  re- 
sorted to,  and  was  for  some  time  intended,  to 
know  from  the  bank  directory  whetiier  these 
orders  were  issued  as  a  currency  under  the 
diarten  and  what  exemptions  were  claimed  for 
them  from  the  reetriotions  provided  in  the 
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charter,  for  a  currency  of  promissory  notes. 
Bat  tilts  preliminary  inqniry  has  become  nn- 
necessary.  A  decision  has  been  made  in  a 
high  branch  of  the  federal  judiciary — the  United 
States  circuit  court  in  Philadelphia — affirming 
tiie  legality  of  this  species  of  currency,  and 
stating  the  exemptions  claimed  for  it ;  and  this 
decision  has  been  received  with  a  degree  of  ap- 
probation by  the  bank  directory,  which  an- 
nounces it  to  be  accordant  with  their  own 
opinions.  Inquiry  of  the  directory  ia^  there- 
fore, nnnecessary.  A  resort  to  Uie  opintna  of 
the  court,  and  that  opinion  has  been  aathorita- 
tively  pnbliidied,  may  be  considered  as  tiie  an- 
swer of  the  bank,  and,  what  is  far  more  ma- 
terial, as  the  law  o(  the  land  nntal  reversed. 

Here  is  the  opinion,  that  part  of  it  whicli  re- 
lates to  these  orders  as  a  currency ;  for  I  omit 
all  that  relates  to  the  trial  of  the  prisoner  for 
the  conntei^eiting  one  of  these  orders. 

[Here  follows  the  opinion  of  the  court,  argu- 
mentatively  delivered  to  sustain  its  correctness.] 

After  reading  the  extract^  Mr.  6.  continued. 
I  take  the  subsbmce  of  tiiis  deoision,  Hr.  Presi- 
dent, to  be — 

1.  That  these  branch  bank  orders  are  legal 
currency,  under  tile  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

2.  That  the  bank  may  lawfully  issne  this  de- 
scription of  cnrrency  to  the  whole  amonnt  of 
its  capital  stock. 

8.  That  this  cnrrency  is  free  from  every  reg- 
ulation, restriction,  limitation,  and  provision, 
contained  in  the  charter,  except  the  smgle  lim- 
itation as  to  the  maximum  amount  to  be  issued, 
to  wit,  tliirty-five  millions  of  dollars. 

4.  That  the  bank  may  employ  what  agents 
she  pleases  in  signing  and  issuing  this  currency. 

I  take  this  to  be  the  substance  of  the  deci- 
sion. Jostice  to  that  decision,  and  the  fair  con- 
ducting of  my  own  argument,  will  reanire  me 
to  examine  the  grounos  upon  which  tne  court 
proceeded.  These  grounds  are  found  in  two 
dauaes  oi  the  charter;  one  clause  in  the  1 8th 
section ;  the  other  in  the  8th  fiindamental  orti- 
de  of  the  constitntion  of  the  bank.  The  penal 
clause  in  the  18th  section  against  counterfeit- 
ing "  checks  or  orders,"  and  the  phrase  "  other 
contract,"  in  the  8th  fundamental  article,  com- 
prise those  grounds.  I  will  examine  each  in 
its  turn ;  but  must  first  make  a  stand  in  the 
name  of  all  that  is  safe  and  sure  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  law,  protesting,  as  I  do  hereby  pro- 
test, against  ^ing  into  n  penal  section,  or  into 
the  conttmetton  of  a  phrase,  to  find  a  power  to 
issue  cnrrency,  and  that  without  restrictions, 
when  the  charter  had  ^ren  tiiat  power  iu  the 
proper  place  in  express  words,  and  subject  to 
numerous  and  vital  restrictions.  I  make  this 
protest,  not  from  the  least  apprehension  of 
finding  in  a  penal  clanse,  or  in  the  construction 
of  a  detached  phrase,  the  great  power  for  the 
exercise  of  which  the  bank  was  created,  that 
of  issuing  a  paper  currency  to  tiie  people  of 
fheae  States,  bat  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  con- 
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stitution  of  the  bank,  to  its  cautious  prohibitory 
preamble,  and  to  its  seventeen  fundamental  ar- 
ticles. I  make  it  in  the  name  and  upon  the 
behalf  of  the  lawful  rights  of  other  parts  of  the 
charter.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  examina- 
tion ;  and,  first,  let  ns  read  this  18th  section, 
the  whole  of  it,  as  the  only  f^r  way  to  find  its 
meaning. 

[The  section  read.] 

I  do  deny,  Hr.  President,  that  any  power,  of 
any  kind,  is  given  to  the  bank  by  this  section. 
It  is  a  mere  provision  to  pmiish  the  violation 
of  existing  rights.  Bo  far  as  the  issues  of  bills 
or  notes  are  mentioned,  it  is  a  recital  of  what 
the  bank  was  authorized  to  do  in  the  12th  fun- 
damental article  of  its  constitution ;  so  far  as 
cheoks  and  orders  are  mentioned,  it  is  a  redtol 
of  the  pre-existing  right  which  every  depositor 
possesses.  The  object  of  the  section  is  to  pro- 
vide for  tiie  secnrity  of  existing  rights ;  namely, 
the  chartered  right  of  the  bank  to  issue  bills  or 
notes,  and  the  inherent  right  of  depositors  to 
draw  for  their  own  money.  This  is  the  object 
of  the  section ;  and  the  violation  of  either  of 
these  rights  is  made  felony.  Both  rights  are 
protected,  but  they  are  not  granted;  neither 
are  thej  confounded,  distinction  is  dear 
between  them,  between  the  currency  which  ia 
to  issue  from  the  bank,  and  the  orders  which 
are  to  be  drawn  upon  it.  The  separation  is 
complete,  the  contrast  is  perfect,  the  antithesis 
is  regular,  the  contradistinction  is  manifest,  be- 
tween these  two  classes  of  paper.  The  whole 
frame  of  the  section,  the  stractnre  of  every 
member  of  the  long  sentence  which  composes 
it,  the  natural  and  obvious  meaning  of  every 
word  in  every  sentence,  establishes  and  defends 
this  clear  and  emphatic  distinction.  Five  times 
in  five  different  members  of  the  sentence,  the 
same  form  of  expression,  the  same  order  of 
construction,  and  the  same  repetition  of  words 
regularly  occur.  Five  times  the  line  is  drawn, 
the  distinction  is  set  up,  between  the  bills  or 
notes  which  are  to  be  issued  by  order  of  the 
bank,  and  the  chec^  and  orders  which  are  to 
bo  drawn  upon  it  The  two  classes  of  paper 
are  kept  distinct,  and  cannot  be  confonnded. 
Let  any  gentleman  try.  Let  him  include,  if  he 
can,  the  words  "  checks  and  orders  "  under  the 
action  of  the  verb  which  governs  the  issuing  of 
the  MUs  or  notes  of  the  bonk.  The  thing  can- 
not be  done.  li  is  a  grammatical  impossibility. 
I  repeat  it,  the  dear,  undoubted  otgect  of  the 
section  is,  not  to  ^ant  powers,  but  to  protect 
rights.  Its  object  is  penal,  not  concessive;  to 
punish,  not  to  grant. 

This  is  my  view,  Kr.  Preddent,  of  the  18th 
section.  Does  any  gentieman  doubt  the  cor- 
rectness of  that  view?  Then  let  him  follow 
me  into  the  next  section — the  l&th — stiU  occu- 
pied with  the  crim9  of  counterfeiting,  and  tak- 
ing up  the  inchoate  class  of  ofiences  involved 
in  the  process  of  perpetrating  the  crime.  The 
aathonzed  currency  of  all  banks,  in  all  conn- 
Mes,  is  protected  from  the  process,  from  tiie 
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proffreseive  coarse,  of  bdng  ooanterfeited,  as 
yrfiu  aa  from  the  consummalnon  of  the  crime 
itself;  bnt  this  protection  is  never  extended  to 
private  and  individoal  papers.  A  man  is  pnn- 
ished  for  having  in  his  possesion,  with  intent 
to  ose  it  unlawfully,  the  plate  from  vhioli  bank 
notes  are  struck,  the  notes  themselves  in  blank, 
and  even  the  kind  of  paper  which  is  used  for 
bank  notes.  Not  so  in  the  case  of  private  or 
individoal  writing.  The  reason  is  obvious. 
Banks  have  pecoltar  plates  and  papers  for  their 
notes  which  are  to  constitute  currency ;  neither 
individoab  nor  banks,  have  any  thing  pecaliar 
for  their  private  and  individoal  writings.  The 
plate  and  paper  with  which  a  bank  note  is  to' 
be  counterfeited,  can  be  known  and  identified 
as  such ;  the  goose  qniU  pen,  the  common  typea, 
and  the  common  writing  paper,  which  are  used 
for  all  the  ordinary  transactions  of  life,  cannot 
be  known  or  identified.  Upon  this  distindion 
tnms  all  the  law  upon  the  subject  of  punishing 
the  inchoate  offence  of  connterfeitiag ;  upon 
this  distinction  turns  the  19th  section  of  the 
charter;  upon  this  t^tinction  it  is  that  the 
cnrraney  <«  the  bank,  ita  bills  or  notes,  are  pro- 
tected from  the  prooesB  of  being  conntwfeited, 
and  tiie  orders  and  cheeks  of  depodtors  are  not 
noticed.  listen  to  the  section. 

[The  section  read.] 

What  fataily,  or  nnkindnees,  in  the  framers 
<rfthis  charter  I  What  inattention  to  this  con- 
structive currency,  created  in  the  18th  section, 
and  abandoned  in  the  19th  I  Eight  times  the 
bills  or  notes,  issued  by  order  of  uie  bank,  are 
named  and  protected.  Eight  times  the  checks 
and  orders  are  passed  over  without  a  word. 
No  protection  for  them  agidnst  the  process  of 
being  coonterfeited.  The  plates,  the  blanks, 
the  paper,  for  their  imitati<m.  may  be  paraded 
in  the  &oe  oS  the  world.  The  whole  process 
nuy be  carried  on  in  the  ftoe  <tf  the  bank;  and 
no  legal  anthorify  to  intemtpt  the  forgers,  to 
sdze  thw  nnflniuied  work,  or  to  arrest  their 
persons.  Can  any  thing  be  more  emphatic  of 
the  sense  of  the  Oongrees  which  framed  the 
charter?  Could  words  be  more  expressive 
than  this  silence?  Oonld  a  positive  declara- 
tion fix  these  checks  and  oiuers  more  com- 
pletely in  the  class  of  those  private  .writings 
which  have  no  peonliar  plates,  no  blanks,  no 
peculiar  paper  ? 

The  second  ground  on  which  the  court  relied, 
is  the  phrase,  "  other  contract,"  as  used  in  the 
8th  fundamental  article  of  the  oonstitutjon  of 
the  bank,  bi  resorting  to  this  phrase,  the  court 
has  at  least  got  into  the  ri^nt  chapter,  bnt 
missed  the  verse ;  it  has  got  mto  the  oonstita- 
tion ;  it  has  got  amoi^  the  seventeen  articles ; 
bnt  it  has  not  got  to  the  article  which  grants 
powers,  bat  the  one  which  recites,  and  that  for 
the  purpose  of  limitation,  the  powers  which 
are  elsewhere  expressly  granted.  To  crown 
this  error,  the  court  has  again  had  recourse  to 
construction,  and  has  given  an  import  and 
meaning  to  the  phrase  "  other  contract,"  wUoh 
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it  cannot  be  made  to  endure,  either  in  common 
parlance,  or  in  legal  acceptation,  nor  withoot 
redarang  the  rest  of  the  charter  to  a  blank. 
We  willread  the  article. 

[The  article  read.] 

What  is  the  meaning  of  this  article  I  Is  it  to 
grant  authority  to  the  bank  to  make  bonds, 
issue  bills  or  notes,  and  form  other  contracts  ? 
No,  sir;  authority  to  do  all  these  things  is  else- 
where granted,  namely,  in  the  12th  fundamen- 
tal i^de,  to  make  bonds  and  isne  bills  or 
notes;  in  the  tenth  seeticm,  to  form  other  con- 
tracts in  dealtDg  and  traunc  in  bullion  and 
bills  qS  ezchaose ;  and  in  other  places,  to  do 
other  things.  "Die  manifest  object  of  this  eighth 
section  is  to  prohibit  the  'bank  from  owing 
more  debts,  at  one  time,  on  all  these  accounts, 
than  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock ;  and  to 
make  the  directors  personally  liable  if  they  ex- 
ceeded that  amount.  The  words  "  other  con- 
tract "  were  evidently  intended  to  include  the 
individual  dealings  of  the  bank ;  to  add  its  pri- 
vate debts  to  its  public  ones ;  and  to  limit  the 
whole  to  the  amount  of  its  capital.  Will  any 
person  nndertake  to  derive  the  right  of  the 
bank  to  mi^e  b(md&  and  usoe  bilu  or  notesj 
upon  the  recital  of  the  names  of  these  instru- 
ments in  this  ^hth  article  and  then  ai^e  that 
they  are  free  from  all  limitala(ms,  except  the 
single  one  as  to  maximum  amount  found  in 
that  article?  Certainly  not,  and  yet  this  would 
be  the  precise  mode  of  reasonlDg  with  respect 
to  the  phrase  "  other  contract,"  if  it  is  to  be 
treated  as  a  grant  of  power,  instead  of  a  refer- 
ence to  the  various  contracts  for  bullion,  bills 
of  exchange,  buildings,  salaries,  expenses,  &o., 
which  the  bank  was  elsewhere  authorized  to 
make,  aud  for  the  form  or  terms  of  which  oon- 
teaots  the  charter  nowhere  made  any  regula- 
tions or  provirions.  I  repeat  it,  bonds,  bills,  or 
notes,  are  mvely  rotated  in  this  article  for  the 
purpose  of  adding  a  new  limitation  and  a  new 
penkty ;  reference  to  other  eontraett  is  made 
for  the  purpose  of  Induding  them  in  the  same 
limitation,  and  subjecting  them  to  the  same 
penalty.  This  is  the  construction  which  satis- 
fies the  phrase;  which  ^ves  it  a  full  and  natural 
operation,  and  that  wilhout  conflicting  with 
any  other  part  of  the  charter,  much  less  redoo- 
ittg  all  the  rest  to  a  blank. 

I  have  given  to  this  phrase,  Mr.  President, 
the  meaning  which  fairly  and  naturally  belongs 
to  it,  and  which  harmonizes  it  with  every  other 
part  of  the  charter,  TMs  is  what  the  books 
tell  us  it  is  the  duty  of  courts  to  do  in  constro- 
ing  statQtes.  I  will  notr  take  three  specific 
objections  to  the  oourt's  oonstmetion,  and  show 
it  to  be  erroneous  in  every  point  of  view  in 
which  it  can  be  exaaUned : 

1.  I  object  to  it  because  it  authorizes  an  Issne 
of  eurrmey  upon  construction.  The  issue  of 
currency,  su*,  was  the  great'  and  main  business 
for  which  the  bank  was  created,  and  which  it 
is,  in  the  twelfth  article,  expressly  authorized 
to  perform ;  and  I  cannot  pay  so  poor  a  ocnn- 
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pliment  to  tlie  anderstandinga  of  the  eminent 
men  who  framed  that  obarter,  as  to  sappose 
tiiat  they  left  the  main  boBineaa  of  the  bajik  to 
be  found,  hj  construction,  in  an  independent 
phrase,  and  that  phrase  to  be  foond  but  once 
in  the  wholo  charter.  I  cannot  compliment 
theur  nnderstandings  with  the  sapposition  that, 
aftw  hnring  sathorized  and  defined  a  curreuoy, 
and  anbjeoted  it  to  namerona  restrictions,  thej 
bad  left  open  the  door  to  the  issue  of  another 
sort  of  onmney,  upon  eonstmodon,  which 
should  snpenede  the  kind  the/  had  presoiibed, 
and  be  free  firom  merj  restrictjon  to  which  the 
prescribed  oorrenc/  was  subject 

2.  I  olgeot  to  the  court's  assumption  that 
these  orders  are  contracts ;  and  this  objection 
leads  to  a  definition,  and  to  tbe  recollection  of 
our  earl/  reading,  when  we  were  apprentices 
to  the  law.  What  is  a  contract  t  The  books 
tell  OB  it  is  fm  agreement,  upon  a  sufScient  con- 
sideration, to  do,  or  not  to  do,  a  partioalai- 
thing.  Now,  bring  these  orders  to  toe  test  of 
this  definition;  and  for  that  purpose  let  ns  read 
one: 

*■  Caabier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes, 
Fa;  to  Jas.  L.  Smith,  or  order,  five  doUara. 

Office  of  dtseoQDt  and  deporit  in  Utlea, 
The  8d  da/  of  September,  18S1. 
JOHN  a  LEVINO,  J^nddamL 
**K.  T.  Oaiztst,  CImAim*." 

And  on  the  back  these  words : 

"  Pay  to  the  bearer.  JAS.  L.  SMITH," 

Here  is  no  agreement,  sirl  No  considera- 
tion expressed  or  understood;  no  promise  or 
undertaking  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  any  thing 
whatever.  It  is  literally  an  order,  such  as  one 
neighbor  gives  to  another,  and  governed  by  the 
same  law.  It  is  the  very  opposite  of  a  ocm- 
tract,  for  it  is  a  command;  it  ia  the  oroodte  of 
a  debt,  for  it  implies  the  extinction  of  one.  It 
is  a  "'on'iafa*,  aiu  that  an  imperioos  one,  from 
a  gentleman  in  (Ttioa,  whose  name  I  cannot 
read,  to  a  gentleman  in  Philadelphia,  who  is 
not  named  at  all,  to  pay  five  dollars  to  Mr.  Jas. 
Ii,  Smith,  or  to  the  person  he  shall  name.  Call 
this  a  contract?  If  so,  Mr.  President,  tbose 
who  studied  law  twenty-five  years  ago  must 
bum  their  books,  and  recommence  in  the  new 
Bobool.  The  only  species  of  contract  that  can 
attach  to  it  is  in  the  implied  one  which  the  law 
creates  between  the  giver  and  receiver  of  the 
order ;  and  that  is  an  implied  promise,  on  the 
part  of  tiie  giver,  that  he  will  pay  it  if  the 
cadiieT  in  Philadelphia  does  not,  provided  the 
receiver  of  the  order  will  lose  no  ume  in  going 
after  the  money,  and  brining  the  order  back  U 
he  does  not  get  it. 

This  finishes,  Mr.  Presidfflit,  the  examination 
which  I  have  felt  it  proper  to  make  into,  the 
grounds  of  the  decision  pronouDoed  by  the  fed- 
eral court  in  Philadelphia.  I  will  now  take  up 
the  constitution  of  the  bank,  and  bring  this 
constructive  currency  to  the  ordeals  of  prohi- 
bitions, as  well  as  of  the  grants  ta  be  found  in 
that  inatramaLt.  The  Ouigreaa  <^  1816  gave 
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to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  a  constitution, 
with  a  preamble  to  it,  and  seventeen  fandar 
mental  ulioles  in  it ;  and  if  the  bank  has  con- 
strued itself  out  of  this  congressional  constitu- 
tion, it  may  seem  to  some  to  be  an  act  of  retrib- 
utive justice  on  the  Congress  for  constmlng 
itself  out  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  give  a  constitution  to  the  bank.  We 
will  see.  The  preamble  stands  at  the  head  of 
the  eleventh  section,  and  runs  thus : 

[The  limitations,  restiictims,  and  provisions  of 
the  obarter  aU  read.] 

Now,  Mr.  Preddent,  if  there  is  any  power  in 
words,  any  virtue  in  language,  any  force  or 
strength  in  legal  enactments,  any  capacity  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  bind  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  if  the  sarcasm  of 
the  Scythian  is  not  true  of  this  young  republic 
as  well  as  of  the  old  monarchies  to  which  it 
was  applied,  that  loot  are  eobaebt,  which  catch 
the  weaAfliei^  and  let  the  strong  <me$  go  throttgh, 
then  are  these  orders  excluded  from  all  revenue 
payments  to  the  United  States. 

Let  US  recapitulate.  Let  ns  sum  np  the  pcnnta 
of  incompatibility  between  the  characteristics 
of  this  currency,  and  the  reqairites  of  the  char- 
ter: let  ns  group  and  contrast  the  frightfbl 
features  of  their  fiagrant  illegality.  1.  Are 
th^  signed  by  the  president  of  the  bank  and 
his  principal  cashier  t  They  are  notl  2.  Are 
they  under  the  corporate  seal?  Not  at  alll  8. 
Are  they  drawn  in  the  name  of  the  corpora- 
tion ?  By  no  means  t  4.  Are  they  subject  to 
the  double  limitation  of  time  and  amount  in 
case  of  credit?  They  are  not;  they  maj  ex- 
ceed sixty  days'  Ume,  and  be  less  than  one 
hundred  doUara.  6.  Are  they  limited  to  the 
minimum  dze  of  five  dollars  1  Not  at  all  I  6. 
Are  they  salfjeot  to  the  soporvision  of  t^e  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasoryl  Not  in  the  least!  7. 
The  prohibition  agtunst  suspending  specie  ^y- 
mentei  They  are  not  subject  to  itt  8.  The 
penalty  of  double  interest  for  delayed  pay- 
ment ?  Not  subject  to  it  I  9.  Are  they  payable 
where  issued?  Not  at  all,  neither  by  their 
own  terms,  nor  by  any  law  applicable  to  them  I 
10.  Are  they  payable  at  other  branches  ?  So 
for  from  it,  that  they  were  invented  to  avoid 
such  payment  1  11.  Are  they  transferable  by 
delivery?  No;  by  endorsement!  13.  Are 
they  receivable  in  payment  of  public  dues?  So 
far  from  it,  that  tiiey  are  twice  exdnded  from 
such  payments  by  podtive  enactments  I  18, 
Are  ma  directors  liable  for  excessive  issues! 
Not  at  all  I  14.  Has  the  holder  a  right  to  sne 
at  the  branch  ^hich  issues  the  order  ?  Ko,  sir, 
be  has  a  right  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  and  sue 
the  directors  therel  a  right  about  equivalent 
to  the  privily  of  going  to  Mecca  to  sue  the 
successors  of  Mahomet  for  the  bones  of  the 

Srophet  1  Fourteen  pointa  of  contrariety  and 
ifierence.  Not  a  feature  of  the  charter  in  the 
faces  of  these  orders.  £very  mark,  a  contrast; 
ever  lineament,  a  contradiction;  all  announc- 
ing, or  rather  cUnomuuDg,  to  the  world  the 
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poritive  fact  of  a  spurious  progeny ;  the  incon- 
testable evidence  of  an  iU^timate  and  bastard 

I  have  now,  Mr.  President,  brought  this 
branch  bank  currency  to  the  test  of  several 
provisions  in  the  charter,  not  all  of  them,  bnt  a 
few  which  are  vital  and  decisive.  The  cur- 
rency fails  at  every  test ;  and  npon  this  fwlnre 
I  predicate  an  argnment  of  its  total  illegality. 
Thns  far  I  have  s^ken  upon  the  charter  and 
have  proved  that  if  this  currency  can  prevail 
that  instmment,  with  all  its  restrtctiona  and 
Umitations,  its  jealous,  prohibitory  constita- 
tioD,  and  mnltiplied  enactments  for  the  safety 
of  the  public,  is  nothing  but  a  blank  piece  of 

Eaper  in  the  hands  of  the  bank.  I  will  now 
ave  recourse  to  another  class  of  arguments — 
a  class  extrinsic  to  the  charter,  but  close  to  the 
subject — ^indispensable  to  fair  examination,  and 
directly  bearing  upon  the  illegal  character  of 
this  currency, 

1.  In  the  first  place,  I  most  insist  that  these 
orders  cannot  possibly  serve  for  currency,  be- 
cause th^  are  subject  to  the  law  of  endorsable 
■psptar.  The  law  which  governs  all  such  paper 
IB  too  universally  known  to  be  enlarged  upon 
here.  Presentation  for  acceptance  and  pay- 
ment, notice  of  default  in  either,  prompt  return 
of  the  dishonored  paper,  and  all  this  with  rig- 
orous punctuality,  and  a  loss  of  recourse  for  the 
slightest  delay  at  any  point,  are  the  leading  fea- 
tures of  this  law.  Now  it  is  too  obvious  that 
no  paper  subject  to  the  law  of  endorsement  can 
answer  the  purposes  of  circulation.  It  will 
die  on  the  hands  of  the  holders-  while  passing 
from  one  to  another,  instead  of  going  to  the 
place  of  payment.  Now  it  is  incontestable  that 
these  orders  are  instruments  negoliable  by  en- 
dorsement, and  by  endoraement  alone.  Whether 
issued  under  the  charter,  or  under  the  general 
laws  of  the  land,  th^  are  stiU  subject  to  ^e 
law  of  endorsable  paper.  "They  are  the  same 
in  either  case  as  if  drawn  by  one  citizen  upon 
another.  And  this  is  a  point  which  I  mean  to 
make  clear:  for  many  worthy  people  believe 
there  is  some  peculiar  law  for  bank  paper, 
which  tf^es  it  out  of  the  operation  of  the  gen- 
eral laws  of  the  land.  Not  so  the  fact.  The 
twelfth  fnndamentaT  article  of  the  bank  oonsti- 
tQtdon  dedares  that  the  bills  or  notes  to  be 
issaed  by  the  bank  shall  be  negotiable  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  issued  by  a  prioatepenon ; 
that  is  to  say,  tiiose  payable  to  a  named  person 
or  his  ordtr,  by  endanmmtt,  in  like  manner 
and  with  the  like  effect  'as  foreign  bills  of  ex- 
change; and  those  made  payable  to  hearer 
shall  be  negotiable  by  delivery  alone ;  in  the 
same  manner,  we  may  add,  as  a  silver  dollar. 
So  much  for  these  orders,  if  drawn  nnder  the 
charter ;  if  not  drawn  under  it,  they  are  then 
issued  under  the  general  law  of  the  land  or- 
without  any  law  at  all.  Taken  either  under 
the  chfuter  or  out  of  it,  it  comes  to  the  same 
point,  namely,  that  these  orders  are  subject  to 
the  same  law  as  if  drawn  by  one  private  person 
upon  another.    This  is  enough  to  fix  tiieir 
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character,  and  to  condemn  them  as  a  circulat- 
ing mediam ;  it  is  enongfa  for  tiie  pe<^le  to 
know  ;  for  every  citizen  knows  enough  of  law 
to  estimate  the  legal  value  of  an  uniiecepUd, 
onI«r, -drawn  upon  a  man  five  hundred  or  one 
thonsand  miles  offi  But  it  has  the  word 
hearer  on  the  back  I  Tes,  sir,  and  why  not  on 
the  face  as  easily  as  on  the  back  ?  Oar  school- 
time  acquaintance,  Mr.  Prendent,  the  gentle- 
man from  Oork,  with  his  coat  buttoned  mthindf 
had  8  8ensibl&  and,  I  will  add,  a  lawftal  reason 
for  arraying  himsuf  in  that  groteegae  habili- 
ment ;  but  what  reason  can  tne  bank  have  for 
putting  bearer  on  the  back  of  the  order,  where 
it  has  no  efiect  upon  its  negotiable  character, 
and  omitting  it  on  the  face,  w^ere  it  would 
have  governed  that  character,  and  secured  to 
the  holder  all  the  facilities  for  the  prompt  and 
easy  recovery  of  the  contents  of  a  paper  trans- 
ferable by  mere  delivery  ?  The  only  effect  of 
this  preposterous  or  conning  endorsement  must 
be  to  bamboozle  the  ignorant — pardon  the  low 
word,  sir — ^to  bamboo^e  the  ignorant  with  the 
belief  that  they  are  handling  a  currency  which 
may  at  any  time  be  collected,  without  {voof^ 
trouble,  or  delay,  while  in  reality  it  is  a  enr- 
rency  which  reserves  to  the  bank  all  the  legal 
defences  which  can  be  set  up  to  prevent  the 
recovery  of  a  parcel  of  old,  unaccepted,  nupre- 
sented,  unauthorized  bills  oS  exchange, 

2.  I  take  a  second  exception  to  these  orders 
as  a  currency.  It  is  this,  Uiat  being  once  paid, 
they  are  done  with,  A  note  transferable  by 
delivery,  may  be  reissued,  and  its  payment 
demanded  again,  and  so  on  forever.  But  a  bill 
of  exchange,  or  any  paper  subject  to  the  same 
law  with  a  bill  of  exchange,  is  incapable  of 
reiasne,  and  is  payable  but  tmce.  The  payment 
once  made,  extingmshes  the  debt ;  the  paper 
which  evidenced  it  is  dead  in  law,  and  cannot 
be  resnsoitated  by  any  aet  of  the  parties.  That 
payment  can  be  pleaded  in  bar  to  any  fhtore 
action.  This  law  applies  to  cheoka  and  orders 
as  well  as  to  bills  of  exchange ;  it  applies  to 
bank  checks  and  orders  as  well  as  to  those  of 
private  persons,  and  this  allegation  alone  would 
annihilate  every  pretension  of  the«e  branch 
bank  orders  to  the  character  of  currency, 

8.  I  take  a  third  objection  to  this  construc- 
tive currency.  It  is  this,-  that  these  orders  are 
not  evidenced  by  any  act  or  sign  which  can  im- 
port the  assent  of  the  corporators  to  their  issne^ 
or  bind  the  corpcvate  enacts  for  the  payment 
of  mon^.  The  Bank  of  the  United  Stated  is  a 
corporation  aggregate ;  it  is  composed  of  va- 
rious members ;  and  the  assents  of  these  mem- 
bers can  (mly  be  evidoioed,  and  their  effects 
bound,  by  modes  of  acting  known  to  the  law. 
The  common  seal  is  the  evidence  of  assent  at 
common  law ;  si^atures  of  natural  persons  are 
sometimes,  and  in  some  instances,  substituted 
by  statute.  Thus  it  is  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  The  seal  is  to  be  used  in  same 
cases;  signatures  in  others.  Bonds  are  to  bft 
sealed,  not  signed;  bills  or  notes  are  to  be 
signec^  not  suled.  The  common  seel  is  ttw 
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genwal  mode  of  evidendDg  Qie  acts  of  tlie  cor- 
poratioa;  ngnatures  are  the  exoeption,  and 
oao  only  be  nsed  as  the  eabstitate  for  the  seal 
in  the  cases  apeoified  iB  the  exception.  The 
words  of  the  cQarter  ia  the  twelfth  article  are 
preffoaDt  with  law  meanitig',  and  import  a  clear 
aeoLu«tion  that  withoat  a  statutory  substltate 
the  common  seal  wonJd  be  necessary  to  bind 
the  corporate  effects.  The  words  are  these: 
"The  bills  or  notes  siffned  by  the  president, 
and  coontersigned  by  the  principal  easier  or 
the-  treasnrer,  aUMot^A  not  vnder  the  §eal  of 
tA«  «sii2  00fjwrats»i,  «Aa2I  he  liiadknig  and  obU- 
gaterf  iwm  tAa  aiww."  This  ia  law,  not  law 
enwMed,  oat  law  reoc^j^xed  the  charter. 
The  seal  most  be  osed  where  the  anbstitate  is 
not  allowed,  and  when  used  it  la  the  equiva- 
lent of  the  seal,  and  no  more. 

4t.  I  take  a  fourth  objection  to  these  currency 
orders,  extrinsio  to  the  charter.  It  is  this :  That 
the  orders  are  not  drawn  in  the  corporate  name 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  A  corpora- 
tion, Mr.  President,  must  have  a  name,  as  well 
as  a  natural  person.  It  is  an  artificial  person, 
constituted  of  a  great  number  of  natural  per- 
sons, always  varying.  The  individual  names 
of  the  oorptnwtora  eannot  be  need ;  bat  a  name 
must  be  used,  and  that  name  can  be  no  othw 
thui  that  which  is  bestowed  upon  it  by  the 
fbnnder  or  the  Le^slature;  and  this  name 
must  be  used  in  all  corporate  acts.  8ign  who 
may,  affix  the  seal  who  may,  still  the  promise 
made,  the  act,  the  matter,  the  thing  done,  or 
promised  to  be  done,  must  be  done  or  promised 
in  the  name  of  the  corporation.  By  that  name 
it  most  call  and  it  must  answer;  sue  and  be 
sued ;  buy  and  sell ;  have  and  hold ;  give  and 
take ;  bind  and  loose.  Slight  variations,  as  of 
a  letter  or  a  syllable,  may  be  tolerated  in  the 
case  of  ancient  corporations  whose  origin  is  not 
known;  but  no  variation  ia  permitted  in  the 
case  ai  modem  corporatitms,  whose  4»igin  la 
within  tbe  memoiy  of  man,  ttiat  is  to  wy,  legal 
memray,  which  dates  fhnn  the  first  of  Biobwd 
II.  Bo  all  the  books.  Let  ns  aee  some  of 
theoL 

L<nd  Ooka,  in  hb  tenth  report : 

**  The  name  of  ineorporatfon  la  a  proper  name,  or 
nane  of  baptism ;  ana,  therefore,  wh«i  a  private 
fbnader  ^ves  hia  college  or  hospital  a  name,  be 
does  it  only  u  a  godbther,  and  by  that  aame  name 
the  King  bapdaee  the  incorpoimtion.** 

Sbr  William  Blackstone,  in  his  oommoitaries : 

**When  a  corporation  is  created,  a  name  must  be 
given  to  it;  and  by  that  name  aumm  it  must  sue 
and  be  suc^d,  and  do  aU  legal  acta ;  though  a  very 
minute  variation  therein  is  not  materiaL  Sooh  a 
name  is  the  very  being  of  Its  ooostttution ;  and, 
though  it  is  the  will  of  the  King  that  creates  the 
corporation,  yet  the  nanu  ia  the  knot  of  Its  combl> 
nation,  without  wluoh  It  could  not  perform  its  cor- 
porate fanctions." 

Matthew  Bacon,  in  hia  alnidgment : 
•"There  ia  a  difference  between  an  ancient  corpo- 
.  iation,aiid  a  cw^m^aon  newly  created;  foraaaa- 
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cient  corporation,  &y  vm,  may  have  a  special  name 
difTering  in  substance ;  but  otherwise  of  a  corpor»> 
UoD  created  within  memory ;  for  thia  regularlv  can 
only  have  the  name  by  which  it  ia  Instituted." 

So  say  the  E^lish  books.  What  says  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  t 
Has  it  failed  to  give  a  name  ?  or  has  it  granted 
a  dispensation  of  its  uset  Neitlier.  It  has 
given  a  name ;  and  it  has  ordered  that  name  to 
be  used.  The  seventh  section  is  wholly  taken 
up  with  this  matter.  It  declares  the  name  of 
the  corporation  to  be :  "  Pretident,  Diree- 
torty  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statet."  This  is  the  name.  Now  for  the  use. 
"And  by  THAT  name  shall  be,  and  hereby  are, 
made  able  and  capable  in  law,  to  have,  &c.,  to 
sell,  &a,  to  sue,  to  make  and  use  a  com- 
mon sealf  &0.,  to  ordain  by  laws,  &c.,  and  gen- 
erally to  do  and  execute  all  and  singular  the 
aot$,  matter*,  and  things  which  to  thmi  it  shall 
or  may  appertain  to  do,  &c." 

This  is  corroboration,  Mr.  President,  instead 
of  dispensation,  of  the  common  law.  And 
now,  sir,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  tiiat  I  see 
the  advocates  of  this  order  currency  penned 
m)  in  the  same  narrow  corner  in  which  I  i^aoed 
tuem  half  an  hour  ago,  and  frwn  whkdi,  I  ap- 
prehend, they  will  never  oome  forOu  They 
must  say  that  the  issue  of  this  currency  is  not 
an  act,  is  not  a  matter^  is  not  a  ihing^  apper- 
tfunmg  to  the  bank  to  do,  and,  therefore,  need 
not  be  done  in  the  name  of  the  oorporation. 
They  must  say  this,  or  give  up  the  question. 
For  these  orders  are  not  drawn  in  the  name  of 
the  corporation,  nor  upon  it.  The  name  of  the 
corporation,  the  bwtlsmal  name  of  the  artifi- 
cial person,  begot  by  the  kingly  power  of  the 
Congress  of  1816,  "the  president,  directory 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
is  not  upon  the  paper,  neither  as  drawer  or 
drawee,  payer  or  payee,  endorser  or  endorsee ; 
no,  not  even  as  acceptor  in  the  charaoter  of 
fHend,  to  aave  the  honor  of  the  drawer.  And 
I  hold  this  cnrreni^,  for  that  single  reason 
alone,  to  be  invalid  and  illegal ;  as  mudi  so  as 
the  acts  of  this  Congress  would  be  if  made  in 
the  name  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  instead 
of  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  dgned  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  instead 
of  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two  Houses  and 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

But  the  federal  court  in  Philadelphia  has  de- 
cided, and  that,  as  it  would  seem,  upon  the 
authority  of  the  case  of  the  King  w.  Bigg,  that 
bank  currency  may  be  issued  by  agents,  and 
that  these  agents  may  be  appelated  at  the  will 
of  the  bank,  and  without  seal,  and  that  tiie 
court  will  presume  these  to  be  agents  whose 
orders  have  been  paid.  We  will  see  that  case, 
not  in  the  1st  Sir  John  Strange,  where  it  ^ 
briefly  and  imperfectly  reported,  but  in  8d 
Pee  re  Williams,  where  the  whole  case  is  fully 
shown.  It  was  a  criminal  case,  tried  at  tlia 
Old  Bail^  as  Car  back  as  the  year  1717.  The 
indictment  set  forUi : 

[The  Indiotmeat  read.] 
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This  is  the  case  upon  which,  from  the  eimi-  [ 
larity  of  language  and  sentiment,  the  opiDion 
of  the  federal  oonrt  in  Philadelphia  seems  to 
have  turned ;  all  that  part  of  it,  at  least,  which 
went  to  sapport  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
in  emploTinff  agents  to  iBsne  currency,  aad 
making  the  Dink  liaUa  for  Hio  earrenoy  so 
iasaed.  It  seems  to  support  the  oonrt,  bnt  eog- 
noteere  eautat  renm — to  know  the  caoses  of 
tiiinffs — ^is  as  indispensable  in  the  science  of 
the  law,  89  it  is  desirable  in  the  mysteries  of 
nature.  Now,  sir,  observe  with  what  ease  one 
single  word  will  change  the  whole  direction  of 
Bigg's  case,  will  take  it  from  the  oonrt,  and 
tnnuit  against  the  conrt,  and  annihilate  all  the 
pretensions  of  the  United  States  Bank  to  issue 
currency  through  agents.  The  case  of  Bigg 
turned  upon  British  statute  law ;  npon  an  act 
of  Parliament  made  in  1697,  in  amendment  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England,  such  as 
the  Bank  of  the  Umted  States  applied  for  here 
and  conld  not  obtain.  This  is  the  clause : 

*'That  tiie  foning  or  eotmter&itiiig  of  the  eom- 
mon  seal  of  said  Incoiporation  of  the  gOTemor  and 
company,  or  of  any  sealed  bask  bill  made  or  given 
out  In  the  name  of  the  said  governor  and  compa- 
ny, for  the  payment  of  any  sum  of  money,  or  of 
any  bank  note  of  any  sort  whatever,  tigned  far  ike 
$atd  governor  and  company  of  the  Sank  of  Enjfiand, 
or  the  altering  or  ranng  any  endorsement  on  any 
bank  bill  or  note  of  any  sort,  eball  be,  and  Is  here- 
by, dedued  and  adjudged  to  be  hung,  irithont  ben- 
efit of  dergy." 

This  ia  the  act  under  which  B!gg  was  indict- 
ed. The  note  whldi  he  was  chaived  with  al- 
tering, or  ratber  eradng  a  (vedit  from  it,  was 
1  by  Jo^na  Adams,  and  Adams  was  ap- 

Eed  under  the  clause  which  authorized  the 
of  England  to  get  their  noXjoa  tigiud  for 
Ma  eompany.  Having  a  right  to  sign  notes  by 
an  agent,  and  the  notes  ugned  b7  Admns  for 
the  company  having  been  aJways  paid  at  bank, 
the  conrt  would  not  look  into  his  appointment ; 
thej  woold  presume  him  to  be  the  agent  of  the 
bank,  and  to  be  dnly  appointed ;  that  is,  under 
seal.  Now,  apply  this  to  the  branch  bank 
presidents,  who  authoiized  them  to  sign  the 
currency  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unit^  States? 
"Where  is  the  statute  giving  the  bank  power  to 
use  agents  for  mgning?  There  is  none.  The 
power  was  applied  for  in  1621,  and  refused ; 
and  now  it  must  require  a  power  of  presump- 
tion, equal  to  the  power  of  le^slation,  to  pre- 
sume that  the  branch  bank  presidents  are  agents 
of  the  United  States  bank  to  sign  ouirentqr, 
when  the  hank  is  not  allowed  to  have  any  agent 
at  all  for  such  a  purpose. 

The  case  of  Bigg,  Mr.  President,  shows  five 
points  of  difference  between  tiie  notes  heaigned 
and  these  branch  l»ank  orders,  and  every  point 
fatal  to  the  orders. 

Fir»t.  The  Bank  of  England  had  statutory 
authority  to  appoint  an  agent  to  sign  their 
notes ;  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  no 
such  authority  with  respect  to  their  currency. 
SeeowUy.  The  agent  of  the  Bai^  oS.  EkigLand 
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only  signed  the  notes ;  the  branch  bank  pred- 
dents  botli  sign  and  issue  these  orders. 

Thirdly.  The  Bank  of  England's  agent  signed 
the  notes  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  Bank  of  England ;  the  branch 
bank  {iresidents  sign  in  thdr  own  namea^  and 
on  their  own  account. 

FourtKly.  The  notes  dgned  by  Adams  were 
drawn  in  the  corporate  name  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  contained  the  promise  of  the  gov- 
ernor and  company  of  that  bank,  by  their  cor- 
porate style  and  name,  to  pay  the  amoui\^  of 
the  note  to  the  befu-er,  on  demand :  the  orders 
in  question  are  not  drawn  in  the  corporate  name 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  they  con- 
ttun  no  promise  or  acceptance  of  the  president, 
directors,  and  company  of  the  Banx  of  the 
United  Bt^es  to  pay  any  thing,  to  anybody, 
at  any  time  whatever. 

Fifthly.  The  notes  dgned  by  Adams  were 
the  real  promissory  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, such  as  the  charter  expressly  authoriaed 
the  bank  to  issue  for  currency ;  these  orders, 
ngned  and  issued  by  the  branch  bank  presi- 
dents, are  not  authorized  to  be  issued  as  cur- 
rency by  any  clause  in  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

Upon  these  five  points  of  difference,  each  of 
them  sustained  in  point  of  fact,  1,  by  the  indict- 
ment against  Bigg ;  2,  by  the  special  verdict ; 
8,  by  the  argument  before  the  court ;  4,  by  the 
act  of  Parliament  of  1697 ;  and,  6,  by  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court,  I  must  insist  that  the  case 
of  Bigg  is  the  most  complete  and  perfect  an- 
thority  for  Hie  condemnation  of  this  branch 
bank  currency,  which  the  wit  of  man  oonld  have 
devised.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  omnipotent.  It  opens 
a  battery  of  thunder  and  lisntning  upon  the 
Philadel^ifl  deciuon.  It  piUverizes  Uiat  de- 
cidon,  yet  the  i>ank  is  triumphant  1  It  carries 
all  before  it  I  It  bestrides,  as  a  Colossus,  the 
prostrate  charter  which  Congress  gave  it.  It 
claps  a  foot  npon  a  word  here,  and  a  phrase 
there— rears  her  ^gantio  form  above  aU  law, 
and  l)oldly  places  an  empire  at  defiance  I  And 
yet  there  are  people  to  talk  about  new  restric- 
tions to  bind  this  gigantic  power ;  as  if  it  was 
in  the  destiny  of  man  that  the  weaker  should 
ever  hind  the  stronger  party.  Ho,  sir ;  we  are 
engaged  with  the  real  presence  (h  that  fal^ 
monster — once  believed  to  be  the  fabulons  erear 
tion  of  firenzied  poets — that  monster  whidi  no 
art  nor  power  could  ever  bind !  which  changed 
his  fbrm,  at  will,  from  man  to  beast — from  uon 
to  serpent — from  serpent  to  water — from  a  river 
of  flowing  water  to  a  column  of  blaring  fire; 
and  thus  eluded,  in  the  act  of  recdvinx  them, 
the  grasp  and  catch  of  every  chain  that  was 
thrown  upon  him, 

Mr.  President  this  finishes  my  argumeut  to 
show  the  illegality  of  this  species  of  currency ; 
and  believing  the  fact  of  this  illegality  to  be 
fhlly  and  incontrovertibly  established,  I  mi^t 
here  terminate  my  labor,  and  rest  my  case. 
But,  ur,  I  deem  nothing  in  human  operations 
snminently  known  until  the  reasons  of  it  ax8 


Bank  of  the  Vniied  ataiu—iaegal  Cmrtney. 


Digi:ized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  OONGBESS. 


871 


jAmuBT,  1833.] 

knowD.  I  will,  therefore,  advance  a  step  fur- 
ther, uid  lay  open  the  reasons  and  causes  for 
the  mveatioQ  of  these  braoch  bank  orders,  and 
for  thsSr  impositioa  upon  the  public,  to  the  ex- 
olnsion,  in  many  States,  of  the  l&wfhl  promis- 
B017  notes  of  the  president,  directors,  and  com- 
pany  of  tlie  Bank  of  the  United  States.  .  To  do 
this  I  shall  have  reconrse  to  evidence,  not  to 
ailment ;  and  to  make  that  evidence  the  more 
easily  inteUigible,  I  will  rapidly  review  the 
three  great  points  of  history  in  the  career  of 
this  bank;  namely,  1.  It9 apparent bnt delusive 
prosperity  at  the  start:  2.  Its  sudden  engulf- 
ment  in  the  vortex  of  bankruptcy ;  8.  Its  ap- 
parent but  delusive  prosperity  now. 

The  bank  went  into  operation  with  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1817:  established  eighteen 
branches,  half  a  doxen  of  which  in  the  South 
and  West;  issued  its  own  notes  freely,  and 
made  large  issoes  of  notes  payable  at  all  these 
branches.  The  coarse  of  trade  carried  the 
branch  notes  of  the  Sonth  and  West  to  the 
Ifortheast ;  and  nothing  in  the  course  of  trade 
brought  them  back  to  the  Vest.  They  were 
payable  in  all  demands  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment ;  merchants  in  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
and  Boston  received  them  in  payment  of  goods, 
and  gave  them — not  back  again  in  payment  of 
Sonthern  and  Western  produce — but  to  the  col- 
lectors of  the  customs.  Become  the  money  of 
the  GoTernment,  the  bank  had  to  trwt  tiiem  as 
easb.  The  foorteenth  seoHon  of  the  charter 
made  them  nodvable  in  all  pf^ments  to  ihe 
GoTernment,  and  another  danse  required  the 
bank  to  transfer  the  moneys  of  the  Gtovem- 
ment  to  any  point  ordered ;  these  two  clauses 
(the  transfer  clause  being  harmless  without  the 
receiving  one  contained  in  the  fonrteenth  sec- 
tion) laid  the  bank  under  the  obligation  to  cash 
all  the  notes  of  all  the  branches  wherever  pre- 
sented :  for,  if  she  did  not  do  it,  she  would  be 
ordered  to  transfer  the  notes  to  the  place  where 
they  were  payable,  and  then  to  transfer  the  sil- 
ver to  the  place  where  it  was  wanted:  and 
both  these  operations  she  had  to  perform  at  her 
own  expense.  The  sonthern  and  western 
branch  notes  flowed  to  the  Northeast ;  the  gold 
and  silTcr  of  the  Sonth  and  West  were  ordered 
to  follow  them;  and,  in  a  little  while,  the 
specie  of  the  Sonth  and  "West  was  transferred 
to  the  Northeast ;  but  the  notes  went  faster  on 
horses  and  in  mul  stages  than  the  silver  could 
go  in  wagons ;  and  the  parent  bank  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  branches  in  New  York  and 
Boston,  exhausted  by  the  double  operation  of 
providing  for  their  own,  and  for  sonthern  and 
western  branch  notes  besides,  were  on  the 
point  of  stopping  payment  at  the  end  of  two 
years.  SCr.  Cheves  then  came  into  the  presi- 
dency; he  stopped  the  issoe  of  southern  and 
western  branch  paper,  and  saved  the  bank  from 
insolvency!  Applioation  was  then  made  to 
Congress  to  repeal  the  fonrteenth  section  of  the 
charter,  and  tans  rdiere  the  bank  from  this 
obligauoQ  to  cash  its  notes  everywhere.  Con^ 
grm  routed  to  do  to.  Applioation  ,  was  made 
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at  the  same  time  to  repeal  a  part  of  the  twelfth 
fundamental  article  of  the  constitution  of  the 
bank,  for  the  pnrooseof  reUeving  tlie  preudent 
and  principal  cashier  of  the  parent  bank  from 
the  labor  of  signing  the  five  and  ten  dollar  notes. 
Congreat  r^fiaed  Aat  omlutatMA  aJso.  And 
here  every  thing  rested  woile  Mr.  Oheves  oon- 
tinned  president.  The  southern  and  western 
branohes  ceased  to  do  bnsiness  at  banit;  no 
bank  notes  or  bills  wwe  seen  bat  those  beuin^ 
the  signatures  of  the  president  and  his  princi- 
pal cashier,  and  none  of  thesepayable  at  south- 
ern and  western  branches.  The  profits  of  the 
stockholders  became  inconsiderable,  and  the 
prospect  of  a  renewed  charter  was  lost  in  the 
actual  view  of  the  inactivity  and  uselessness  of 
the  bank  in  the  South  and  West.  Mr.  Oheves 
retired.  He  withdrew  from  an  institalion  ha 
had  saved  ftvm  bankruptcy,  but  whidi  he  oonld 
not  render  useful  to  the  South  and  West ;  and 
then  ensued  a  set  of  operations  for  enabling  the 
bank  to  do  the  things  which  Congress  had  re- 
fused to  do  for  it ;  that  is  to  say,  to  avoid  the 
operation  of  the  fourteenth  section,  and  so  much 
of  the  twelfth  fundamental  article  as  related  to 
the  siguature  of  the  notes  and  bills  of  the  bank. 
These  operations  resulted  in  the  invention  of 
the  hranch  hank  ordtn.'  These  orders,  now 
floo^ng  the  country,  circulating  as  notM,  and 
considered  everywhere  as  gdd  and  alvec. 
(because  they  are  voUmtarilff  cashed  at  Bererai 
branches,  and  errotuottdjf  reodved  at  ever;^ 
land  offloe  and  onstom-house,}  have  ^ven  to  the 
bank  its  present  apparent  prosperity,  its  tem- 
poral' popularity,  and  its  delusive  cry  of  a 
sound  and  uniform  currency.  This  is  my  nar- 
rative ;  an  appalling  one,  it  must  be  admitted ; 
bnt  let  it  stand  for  nothing  if  not  sostidned  "bj 
the  proof.  Here^  thai,  is  the  proof  I 

[Extracts  read  fbom  Kr.  GbeveA  reporL] 

This  was  Mr.  Cheves's  report  to  the  stock- 
holders ;  they  consulted  as  to  the  means  of  re- 
lief, especially  on  the  great  points  of  signing 
the  currency,  and  getting  rid  of  t^e  fourteenth 
section.  The  result  was  a  oonviction  that 
Congress  alone  could  relieve  them ;  that  I^is- 
lative  remedies  were  indispensable ;  and  a  me- 
morial was  dranghted  socordiDgly.  Its  intro- 
ductory paragra|ua  is  remarkable,  and  deserves 
to  be  read. 

"  That  the  msUtutlon  of  which  they  are  manicors 
ifl  laboring  nnder  several  grievancea,  not  only  ii^iri- 
oua  to  &e  bank,  but,  as  they  respectfully  conceive, 
to  the  nation  also,  which  cfdl  for  legi^ative  relief; 
some  of  these  arise  from  the  origiiuU  cmimimt  of 
appropriate  lenl  enactments,  others  from  certain 
jm>vuiont  of  toe  charter,  not  suited  to  the  eonduum 
and  circumxtanee*  of  the  bank,  and  om  of  very 
important  character,  from  a  regnlation  coucerning 
the  jSteo/  receipt*  of  the  Oovemment  of  the  Union. 
For  the  reme^  of  these  the  stockholders  of  the 
Bank  of  the  tnited  States  con  oniy  look  to  Congrett" 

Mark,  I  beseech  yon,  Mr.  President,  the 
phraseology  of  this  memorial,  and  consider  who 
was  the  man  that  irigned  it^  and  most  probably 
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drew  it.  It  oompluns  of  original  omismona^ 
and  existing  proTidons  in  the  charter,  for  the 
remedy  of  which  l^idative  tad  is  prayed,  and 
OongresB  declared  to  be  the  only  power  that 
can  grant  it.  One  of  the  evils  thus  compl^ned 
of  was,  the  labor  imposed  upon  the  president  of 
the  bank,  and  the  principu  cashier,  in  signing 
the  five  and  ten  dollar  notes ;  another  was  the 
difficulty  of  providing  payment  for  the  same 
note  at  the  branch  bank  which  issued  it,  and  at 
the  other  branches  to  which  it  might  be  carried 
in  the  coarse  of  trade  and  business.  The  me- 
morial was  accompanied  by  an  argumentative 
remonstrance,  strongly  urging  Congress  to  grant 
the  relief  prayed  for.  The  appointment  of  an 
agent  and  register  to  sign  notes  was  urgently 
pressed,  for  the  pnrptHe  of  Teliering  the  presi- 
dent from  manou  labor,  that  he  might  g^ve  Us 
attention  to  the  higher  and  more  important 
bnunesB  of  the  bank,  bat  to  no  pnrpose ;  Con- 
gress reAued  the  request.  The  other  branch  of 
the  memorial  shared  the  same  fate.  It  was  the 
main  application,  and  erery  argument  was  used 
to  induce  Congress  to  grant  it,  bat  withont 
effect.  Mr.  Cheves  represented,  and  most  truly, 
that  the  bank  could  not  provide  payment  for 
the  same  note,  at  the  same  time,  in  eighteen 
different  places.  His  langua^  was :  *'  To-day, 
a  brmeh  thaU  koM  a  mtikon  af  ct^ital;  t» 
tkrse  viMtJu  it  ma^  mthout  a  emt."  All 
this  was  trae,  is  now  trae,  and  forever  will  be 
tme^  Bat  the  bank  was  established  to  furnish  a 
aowid  and  unif<ma  currency;  that  soundness 
and  uniformity  ooold  only  be  attuned  by  cash- 
ing the  notes  wherever  they  were  presented ; 
if  that  could  not  be  done,  the  public  oWwi  /or 
eitablithing  tk«  hank  had  failed  ;  and  Congress 
refused  to  let  its  branches  degenerate  into  local 
institutions,  issuing  a  local  paper  for  the  private 
gain  of  tiie  stockholders,  when  the  ^eat  public 
object  was  no  longer  attainable.  The  refusal 
was  peremptory ;  and  as  the  bank  could  not  go 
on'  according  to  the  charter,  and  cash  its  notes  at 
all  tiie  branches,  the  branches  were  shnt  np. 
Th^  issued  no  notes;  made  faw  or  no  dts- 
oounts ;  confined  themselves  to  dealing  in  ex- 
change, and  collecting  the  gold  and  silver  of  the 
8oul£  and  West,  and  remitting  it  to  the  parent 
bank.  This  state  of  things  continued  about 
seven  years,  and  during  all  that  time  the  bank 
was  forfeiting  its  charter  for  non-veer,  that  is 
to  say,  for  not  using  its  powers  for  the  public 
and  beneficial  object  for  which  it  was  granted. 
Thh  was  an  unprofiteble  season  for  the  stock- 
holders ;  dividends  were  small ;  the  odium  of 
the  institotion  ^nat ;  its  inability  to  famish  a 
Bovnd  and  uniform  onrrenoy  odnutted;  the 
charter  daily  liable  to  forfbiture  j  and  all  hopes 
fiir  its  rraewal  perfsoUy  desperate.  In  these 
oironmstanoes  action  became  indispensable. 
It  was  neck  or  nothing.  Inaction  was  death ; 
action  could  be  no  worse,  and  might  lead  to 
life.  Some  new  remedy  must  be  tried ;  some 
daring  experiment  must  be  adventured ;  how- 
ever donbtflil  the  issue,  however  hazardous  the 
trial,  the  Tentore  must  be  made ;  it  was  a  case 
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for  digitalia  /  and  the  venture  was  made.  What 
that  venture  was,  and  how  wonderftally  it  has 
succeeded,  to  the  astonidmient  of  its  deUghted 
protectors,  I  will  now  show  yon  in  the  words 

of  the  present  president  of  the  bonk : 

Mr.  BiDDLi's  Report  to  the  Stoekholdert  at  the  Tri- 
ennial Meeting,  Septmnber,  1881. — Extraete. 

"The  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  was  established 
for  the  pmpose  of  restoring  specie  psTmenls,  which 
had  for  a  long  time  been  suspended  tbrouf^ont  a 
great  part  of  the  country — of  fdmishiog  a  eound 
eireulaiing  mediwn,  and  of  giving  more  unifonaitf 
to  the  exchanges  between  distant  sections  of  the 
Union.  By  importing  more  than  seven  millions  of 
specie,  and  by  a  free  issue  of  notes  immediately 
after  Its  establishment,  the  bank  vltb  great  aaeriJUe* 
succeeded  tta  a  time  in  attaining  these  objects ;  bnt 
it  seems  to  bsve  been  ofterwan^  conridered  that  its 
powers  wre  exhautted  by  the  effort,  and  that  the  eon- 
timtetnce  of  it  would  be^iUirely  impraeticable.  The 
esientittl  diMctdtt/  was  presumed  to  lie  in  the  jjro' 
vision  of  the  charter,  maliiDg  the  notes  univertatly 
receivable  for  debts  due  to  the  Oovenuoent,  wUch, 
by  obliging  the  bank  to  provide  payment  for  the 
same  note  at  various  |daces,  would  require  it  to 
retain  a  greater  amount  of  specie  than  it  could  issue 
of  notes ;  thus  diminishing  rather  than  increasing 
the  sound  circulation.  The  consequence  was,  the 
bank  issaed  its  own  notes  sparingly,  more  especially 
in  the  Southern  and  Western  St^es,  where  it  oft^ 
pre&rred  the  reissue  of  the  notes  of  the  State  banks, 
Mtfur  tmuilling  to  itave  fredy  itt  notea  which  it 
might  be  eompwed  to  pay  at  eome  one  of  the  many 
placet  remote  from  the  point  of  iasuing  them, 

*  •  •  »  •  K 

"Having,  In  compliance  with  the  directions  of  ' 
the  stoclcholders  in  1822,  applied  vnthaut  nteeeee  to 
Congress  for  a  modification  of  thia  dieabling  pro- 
virion  in  the  dktrter,  it  became  neeeetary  for  tin 
board  of  directors  to  re-eistmiiu  the  eoosutation  of 
tbe  bank,  in  order  to  diecover  whether  there  was  really 
any  organic  defect  which  prevented  It  from  perform- 
ing the  functions  to  which  it  was  destined,  or 
whether  some  different  combination  of  its  powers 
might  not  overcome  it»  diffieidiiee. 

**  The  «xpmM«nf  wasutereBting  and  hoMordout. 
It  was  to  try  bow  fkr  the  institntion  could  succeed 
in  doing  that  which  had  never  yet  succeeded  d»e- 
where,  in  diffusing  over  so  wide  a  surface  of  country 
a  currency  of  large  amount  and  of  vniform  value, 
at  all  places  and  under  all  drcumstances ;  and  also 
whether  it  could  bring  down  to  its  extreme  limit 
the  necessary  expense  of  eommerdal  intercourse 
between  distant  sections  of  country,  whoee  ex- 
chuigeable  productions  were  of  such  various  and 
unequal  values. 

•  ••«•• 

"This  system  has  now  been  hi  operation  for 
several  vears.  It  was  aAfret  eajterimmtal,  and  of 
doubtfm  ietue;  and  as  the  consequences  were 
equally  Important  to  the  bank  and  the  community, 
its  progress  has  been  watched  with  deep  eolicitude 
Its  eueceu,  therefore,  has  been  seen  with  proper* 
tionate  satis&ction." 

Ur.  Prerident,  it  Is  not  my  ftshion  to  pat  a 
str^ed  construction  npon  any  gentleman's 
wiHrds — apon  the  words  of  one  present,  mach 
less  one  who  has  no  place,  no  voice  here.  I 
vUlf  therefine,  put  no  oonstraoHra  at  all  npon 
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tiie  langoage  which  I  have  read.  I  will  let 
every  word  stand  for  iteelf ;  will  let  every  phrase 
he  taken  in  its  literal,  natural,  obTioos,  inevita- 
ble meaning.  And  what  do  they  tell  yoot 
Why,  tiiat  payment  of  the  same  note  at  varions 
places  was  impossible;  that  compulsory  pay- 
ments were  fatal  to  the  bank ;  and,  to  get  rid 
of  them,  she  has  done  for  herself  what  Oon- 
gress  rerased  to  do  for  her,  and  what  her  direc- 
tory, in  the  time  of  Mr.  Cheves,  solemnly  de- 
clared that  Oongresa  alone  could  do !  This  is 
what  the  president  of  the  bank  tells  yoo.  Look 
at  the  words : 

**  Bank  esUbDshed  to  keep  ap  a  sound  uniform 
eurreDcr ;  exhausted  by  the  eSbrt  to  do  bo  ;  entirely 
Impracucable ;  esseoUal  diiSculty  in  the  prorision 
of  the  charter  (the  14th  section)  which  made  the 
notes  universally  receivable  by  Ooverament ;  com- 
pellable to  pa;  at  places  remote  from  the  point  of 
issuing ;  applied  without  sugccaa  to  Congress  for  a 
modification  of  this  disabling  provision ;  re-exami- 
natiou  of  the  conatitution  of  the  bank ;  discovery 
of  new  powers ;  the  difficulties  overcome ;  experi- 
ment bazardoua;  never  succeeded  elsewhere;  the 
issue  doubtful;  progress  watched  with  deep  solici- 
tude ;  great  sati^actioa  at  the  success." 

And  now,  Hr.  Prendent,  what  was  this  ex- 
periment, of  hazard  so  great,  of  issue  so  doabt- 
nd,  which  never  snooeeded  elsewhere,  the  prog- 
ress of  which  was  watched  with  so  much  f^'ar 
and  trembling,  and  the  fancied  success  of  which 
if  announced  with  so  mntix  satisflBOtion  f  Sir, 
it  is  the  invention  of  this  branch  bank  carrency  I 
It  is  the  substitution  of  branch  bank  orders  for 
the  promissory  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  1  sorely,  from  the  first  establish- 

ment of  banks  to  the  present  day,  a  more  po- 
tent medidne  was  never  invented  for  the  cure 
of  the  diseases  to  which  banks  are  most  Bubject. 
It  has  completely  overcome  all  the  difficulties 
which  the  bank  lay  under  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
Oheves's  memorial,  and  which  were  then  ad- 
mitted to  be  fatal  to  it.  What  were  those  diffi- 
oalties!  They  were  a  twofold  impediment; 
Jtnt,  a  total  inaUli^  to  sign  notes  fast  enough ; 
*0W)u%,  a  total  inability  to  pay  them,  accord- 
ing to  the  eharter,  after  taey  were  signed. 
The  remedy  wanted  was,  inoreued  fatdlitiea  for 
rigning;  diminished  liabilities  for  paying  I  And 
the  orders  have  completely  answered  this 
doable  object.  Signers  enough  now,  and  com- 
polsory  payment  nowhere !  This  is  the  glorious 
relief  which  the  experiment  has  brought.  This 
la  the  cataplasm  which  has  healed  the  wounds 
of  the  bank.  This  is  the  medicinal  drug — ^the 
balsamic  drink — the  restorative  infbsion — which 
has  ponred  a  new  portion  of  strength  into  the 
e^austed  machine,  and  enabled  it  to  bear  its 
infirmities  a  little  longer.  Etf^  signers  at 
work,  and  one  hundred  and  fi^  endorsing 
derka,  pouring  out  from  five  and  twenty  places 
their  perennial  ftreams  (tf  paper.  When  ont,  it 
is  not  payable  by  law  anywhere.  Not  at  the 
branch  which  l^es  it;  for  there  is  neither 
promise,  nor  law,  to  exact  the  payment  there. 
Kot  at  any  other  branch,  for  the  14tik  section 


of  the  charter  does  not  apply  to  orders,  and  we 
have  Just  seen  that  they  were  invented  to  evade 
that  section.  Hot  in  Philadelphia;  for,  not- 
withstanding  that  may  be  the  purport  of  the 
order,  yet  it  ia  an  absolute  impossibility ;  for 
the  people  of  this  wide  confederacy,  the  labor- 
ing people  espedal^,  who  handle  these  small 
oraers,  can  never  go  up  to  Philadelphia  to  de- 
mand the  hard  money  for  them.  Tes,  sir,  these 
orders  are  the  thing.  It  is  the  currency  of 
which  they  are  composed  which  has  enabled 
the  machinery  of  the  bank  to  go  to  work  after 
the  inaction  from  1819  to  1827.  It  is  this  car- 
rency which  has  enabled  it  to  flood  the  South 
and  West  ^as  I  will  show  presently)  with  paper 
for  which  it  has  not  the  means  of  redemption. 
It  is  this  which  Itas  enabled  its  votaries  to  raiw 
the  cry,  brief  and  delusive,  of  sound  and  uni- 
form oorren(jy.  It  is  this  which  enables  the 
retainers  of  the  bank  to  contradict  iVwuirot 
Jaekton  for  repeating  its  own  words ;  yesi  re- 
peating their  own  words:  for  the  Message  of 
1829,  declaring  the  failure  of  the  bank  to  furnish 
a  sound  and  uniform  currency,  is  nothing  but 
the  repetition  of  what  the  bank  directory  itself 
had  declared,  and  what  all  intelligent  men 
know  to  be  true.  It  is  this  illegal,  irresponsible 
currency  which  has  enabled  the  bank  to  fill 
the  Union  with  debtors  in  ohains,  who  scream 
incessantly  fw  the  life  and  glory  of  their  Jvg- 
gemau%  and  attack  with  the  fiiry  of  wild  beasta 
every  publlo  man  who  will  not  s([naro  his  pub- 
lic conduct  by  the  devouring  miseries  of  uidr 
own  private  condition,  and  the  remorseless 
cravings  of  tiielr  insatiate  idol. 

I  have  now  established,  Mr.  President,  as  I 
trust  and  believe,  the  truth  of  the  first  branch 
of  my  proposition,  namely,  that  this  currency 
of  branch  hank  orders  is  unauthorized  by  the 
charter,  and  illegal.  I  will  now  say  a  few 
words  in  support  of  the  second  branch  of  the 

f reposition,  namely,  that  this  currency  ought  to 
e  suppressed. 

The  mere  fact  of  the  illwalit;^)  sir,  I  should 
hold  to  be  sufficient  to  Justiiy  this  suppression. 
In  a  country  of  laws,  the  laws  Bhotdd  be  obeyed. 
No  private  individual  slionld  be  allowed  to 
trample  them  under  foot;  muoh  less  a  pnbtio 
man,  or  public  body;  least  (tf  all,  a  great 
moneyed  corporation  wielding  about  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  boldly 
contending  with  the  Federal  Government  for 
the  sceptre  of  political  power — money  ii  power/ 
The  Bank  of  tne  Unit^  States  possesses  more 
money  than  the  Federal  Gk>vemment;  and  the 
question  of  power  is  now  to  be  decided  between 
them.  That 'question  is  wrapped  op  in  the  case 
before  you.  It  is  a  case  of  clear  conviction  of 
a  violation  of  the  laws  by  this  great  moneyed 
corooration ;  and  that  not  d  a  nngle  statute^ 
and  by  inadvertence,  and  in  a  snudl  matter, 
whidi  oonoems  but  few,  bat  in  oue  generaL 
sweeping,  studied,  and  systematic  infraction  ta 
a  whole  code  of  laws — of  an  entire  consti- 
tution, made  for  its  sole  government  and  re- 
Btraint— and  the  pemidons  eSbots  of  which  eor 
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ter  into  the  revenoes  of  the  Union,  and  extend 
themselves  to  every  moneyed  transaction  be- 
tween man  and  man.  This  is  the  esse  of  vio- 
lated law  which  stands  before  yon;  and  if  It 
goes  unpunished,  then  do  I  say,  the  question  of 
political  power  is  decided  between  the  bank  and 
the  Qovernment.  The  qaestiou  of  sapremacy 
Ib  at  aa  end.  Let  there  be*  bo  more  talk  of 
reatriotiona  or  limitatitHi  in  the  charter.  Grant 
a  new  one.  Grant  it  npw  the  spot  Grant  it 
withoat  words  I  Grant  it  in  blank  I  to  save 
the  directors  from  the  labor  of  re-examination  t 
the  oonrt  the  labor  of  oonstmctions  t  and 
Tourselvea  firom  the  degradation  of  being  pub- 
licly trampled  under  footl 

I  do  insist,  Mr.  FresidenL  that  this  currency 
ought  to  be  suppressed  for  illegality  alone,  even 
if  no  j)emicioas  consequences  could  result  from 
its  circulation.  But  pernicious  consequences 
do  result.  The  substituted  currency  is  not  the 
equivalent  of  the  branch  bank  notes,  whose 
place  it  has  usurped ;  it  is  inflarior  to  those 
notes  in  vital  partioolars,  and  to  the  manifest 
danger  and  loss  of  tbe  people. 

In  the  first  place,  these  branch  bank  orders 
are  not  payable  in  the  Statsa  in  vhieh  ihe^  ara 
imied.  Look  at  them  I  they  are  nominally 
payable  in  Philadelphia!  Look  at  the  law  I 
It  g^ves  the  holder  no  right  to  demand  their 
contents  at  the  branch  buitc,  until  the  order 
has  been  to  Philadelphia,  and  returned.  I  lay 
no  stress  upon  the  insidious  eircnmstonoe  that 
these  orders  are  now*paid  at  the  branch  where 
issued,  and  at  other  branches.  That  voluntary, 
delusive  payment  may  sati^  those  who  are 
willing  to  awallow  a  ^ded  book;  it  may  satisfy 
those  who  are  willing  to  ludd  thdr  property 
ttt  the  will  of  the  bank  For  my  part,  I  want 
law  for  my  rights.  I  look  at  Uie  law,  to  the 
l^al  rights  of  the  holder,  and  say  that  he  has 
no  right  to  demand  payment  at  the  branch 
which  issued  the  order.  The  present  custom 
of  paying  ia  voluntary,  not  compulsory ;  it  de- 
pends upon  the  will  of  the  bank,  not  upon  law ; 
and  none  but  tyrants  can  require,  or  slaves 
submit  to,  a  tennre  at  will.  These  orders,  even 
admitting  them  tO  be  legal,  are  only  payable  in 
Philadelphia ;  and  to  demand  payment  there,  is  a 
delusive  and  impractteabU  right.  For  the 
body  of  the  citizens  oannot  go  to  Philadelphia 
to  get  the  change  fbr  the  small  orders ;  mer- 
chants will  not  remit  them;  they  would  as 
Boon  carry  np  the  fire  of  hell  to  Pbiladdphia ; 
for  the  bank  would  consign  them  to  min  if  they 
did.  These  orders  are  for  the  frontiers ;  and 
it  is  made  tbe  interest  and  the  policy  of  mer- 
chants to  leave  them  at  home,  and  take  a  bill 
of  exchange  at  a  nominal  preminm.  Brokers 
alone  will  ever  carry  them,  and  that  as  their 
own,  after  buying  them  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
people  at  a  discount  fixed  by  themselves. 

lliLB  contrivance,  Hr.  President,  of  issuing 
bank  paper  at  one  place,  payable  at  another 
and  a  distant  place,  is  not  a  new  thins  under 
the  sun ;  bat  its  snccess,  if  it  succeeda  here, 
will  be  a  new  thing  in  the  hiatory  of  banking. 
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This  contrivance,  sir,  is  of  European  origin.  It 
began  in  Scotland  some  years  ago,  with  a  banker 
in  Aberdeen,  who  issned  promissory  notes  pay- 
able in  London.  Then  the  Bank  of  Ireland  set 
her  branches  in  Sltffo^  CorTc,  and  Belfatt^  at  the 
same  work,  and  they  made  their  branch  notes 
payable  in  Dublin.  The  English  oountry  bank- 
ers took  the  hint,  and  pttt  out  their  notea  pay- 
able in  London.  The  mass  of  these  notes 
were  (^the  smaUerdenominaticNMioneandtwo 
ponnda  sterling,  corresponding  with  our  five 
and  ten  dollar  orders ;  such  as  were  handled 
by  the  laboring  classes,  and  who  could  never 
carry  them  to  London  and  iHibUn  to  demand 
the  contents.  At  this  point  the  British  Im- 
perial Parliament  took  cognizance  of  the  mat- 
ter ;  treated  the  issue  of  such  notes  as  a  vicious 
practice,  violative  of  the  very  first  idea  of  a 
sound  currency,  and  particularly  dangerous  to 
the  laboring  classes.  The  parliament  suppress- 
ed the  practice.  This  all  happened  in  the  year 
182S;  and  now  this  practice,  thns  anpprMsed 
in  England^  Seotland^  and  Ireland^  is  in  ftaU 
operauon  in  our  ^fMrica/and  the  cUrectorst^ 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  are  celebrated, 
as  the  greatest  of  financiers,  for  picking  up  an 
illegal  practice  Scottish  om^,  and  patting 
it  into  operation  in  the  United  States,  and  thaL 
too,  in  the  ver^  year  in  which  it  was  suppressed 
in  Great  Britam  I 

In  the  next  place,  these  orders  are  impover- 
ishing and  destructive  to  the  States  in  whitdi 
they  are  issued,  because  they  lead  to  the  abdve- 
tion  <^  itt  gold  and  tiher.  If  notes  are  issued, 
they  are  payable  at  the  branch  bank,  and  an 
adequate  supply  of  gold  and  silver  must  be  kept 
on  hand  to  redeem  them:  bnt  these  orders 
being  drawn  dn  I^iladdpua,  the  gold  and  sil- 
ver of  the  State  most  be  sent  there  to  meet 
them.  This  is  the  clear  nndonbted  theory  of 
this  new-fangled  currency;  it  is  fdso  the 
proved  established  practice  and  effects  of  it. 
Everybody  in  the  Sonth  and  West  knows  that 
the  hard  money  of  the  country  is  constantly 
dis^pearing ;  but  those  only  who  have  ob- 
served the  working  of  the  machinery  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  State&can  tell  where  all 
this  hard  money  is  gone.  The  monthly  state- 
ments of  the  bank  will  tell  this  secret.  They  will 
show  that  the  gold  and  ^ver  of  the  South  and 
WestgototheNwtheast;  and  that  the  branohea 
are  the  ohannels  <tf  eoUeotion  and  remittance. 
Here  are  aome  itema  from  the  returns  of  the 
year  1880.  tile  last  whiob  have  been  yet  printed, 
and  which  will  tibrow  a  littie  li^  upon  this 
snl^ect: 

[The  statements.] 

Here  is  a  picture  for  yon,  Hr.  President,  and 
a  contrast  with  it.  On  one  side,  a  most  beg- 
garly exhibition  of  empty  boxes ;  on  the  other, 
fulness  and  distension  to  bnrstuu^.  West  oi 
the  Allegbanies,  and  sonth  of  tiie  Potomac,  no 
hard  money;  in  the  Kortiiea^  millions  at 
every  point.  Bnt,  as  a  compensation  for  this 
defloiuioy  c£  metal,  we  have  a  most  bonntifol 
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•qpply  of  paper.  Ten,  twenty,  thirty,  forty, 
fifty  to  one  is  oor  proporti:on  of  paper  to  silver. 
And  for  all  this  paper  the  country  is  in  debt, 
and  pays  interest  (bank  interest)  to  non-resi- 
dents and  foreigners  I  Gentlemen  of  the  South 
complain  of  the  tariff^  and  doabtless  with  roach 
reason ;  bnt  the  day  is  at  hand  when  every  eye 
shall  8ee,»and  every  tongue  shall  confess,  that 
the  tariff  is  not  the  only,  nor  the  largest,  nor 
the  most  voracious  vampire  which  sticks  at 
their  reins  I  The  Bank  of  the  United  Slates 
diTides  ihat  barinesa  with  the  tariff^  and,  like 
the  stronger  brother,  takes  the  largest  riiare  to 
herselt  She  ftamishea  her  'broodof  these  la- 
BstiaUe  saokers.  She  bangs  them  on  every 
vein  of  gold  and  uUver  which  the  South  and 
West  exhibit  They  gorge  to  repletion,  then 
vomit  tlieir  load  Into  the  vast  receptacles  of 
the  Northeast,  and  gorge  again.  The  hard 
money  of  the  country,  that  money  which  pays 
no  interest,  is  sucked  np  and  sent  away ;  the 
paper  money  of  a  company,  for  which  bank 
mterest  is  exacted,  takes  ite  place.  The  people 
of  the  country  are  in  debt  for  this  paper,  the 
greater  part  of  them  at  second  and  thii^  hand, 
borrowers  from  borrowers,  paying  rack-interest 
to  the  intermediate  lenders.  The  labors  of  the 
year  barely  snffice  for  the  payment  of  the  sixty 
d^s'  collection  of  all  this  interest.  The  prin- 
dpal  is  still  behind,  to  oome  upon  these  ex- 
hausted countries  when  delayed  payment  has 
doubled  the  difficulty  of  making  payment. 
When  that  dread  day  comes,  and  come  it  will, 
and  nothing  is  gained  by  patting  it  oS,  the 
towns  and  cities  of  the  South  and  'West-— the 
^rest  farms  and  goodliest  mansions — will  be 
set  np  at  auction,  to  be  knocked  down  to  the 
bank  agent,  at  the  mock  prices'  fixed  in  the 
counting  room  of  the  bank  itself. 

In  the  third  place,  the  emission  of  these 
orders  has  deluged  the  country  with  counter- 
/eitt.  The  evils  of  connterfettlo^  was  xme  of 
the  objections  made  to  the  apphcation  of  t^e 
bank  for  the  leave  to  appoint  an  agent  and 
register  to  sign  the  five  and  ten  dollar  notes. 
The  danger  was  so  obvious  and  imminent,  that 
the  memorial  of  the  directors  candidly  admit- 
ted it,  and  entered  into  the  suggestion  of  many 
precautionary  measures  to  prevent  it  They 
admitted  that  if  the  signers  were  numgrotu  or 
temporar^^  the  danger  of  counterfeiting  would 
be  excessive  and  destructive;  but  declared  that 
the  bank,  with  a  view  to  its  own  interest, 
wonld  not  suffer  them  to  be  either  immeroxt$  or 
temporary^  altbongh  the  act  might  not  limit 
the  nnmbw.  The  directors  proposed,  however, 
to  limit  the  number  to  two ;  to  make  them 
permanent  officers  in  the  bank :  and  to  publish 
their  appointment  in  the  Washington  city  ga- 
zettes bcHfore  they  should  begin  to  act  A  bill 
with  all  these  provisions  was  reported;  but 
Congress  refiosea  to  pass  it,  and  for  this  reason, 
among  others,  that  the  power  of  signing  the 
notes  involved  the  power  of  judging  their  gen- 
uineness; and  thin  power  was  too  high  and 
dangerous — too  esdly  abOBed — and  too  hardly 
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remedied,  to  be  trusted  to  any  bnt  the  very 
highest  officers  of  the  bank — tboee  whose  ohar- 
acter  and  station  would  afford  the  stroogest 
guaranties  to  the  public  for  the  fur  exercise  of 
a  power  so  delicate  and  responnble.  Coiigrese 
reftised  to  pass  the  bill.  What  next  ?  Why^ 
sir,  Mr.  Gheves  and  his  directory  submitted: 
but  a  new  directory  came  in,  and  what  did 
they  do?  They  re-examined  the  constitution 
of  the  bank,  and  discovered  the  means  of  over- 
coming the  difficulty.  They  substituted  branch 
bank  order*  for  branch  bank  notm;  and  set 
not  two,  bat  fifty  signers  and  one  hundred  and 
fiffy  endorring  .  clerks  at  work  upon  tiiese 
ordert.  What  Is  the  consequence?  Counter- 
feiting to  an  excess,  and  audacity  never  paral- 
leled before  1  I  saw  in  Missouri,  before  X  left 
home,  a  descriptive  list  of  ninety-nine  varieties 
of  counterfeits  on  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches  alone ;  most  of  them  of 
the  class  of  these  five  and  ten  dollar  orders. 
This  list  was  contained  in  a  periodical  sheet, 
called  "  Oounterfeit  Detector a  work  wholly 
given  up  to  describing  counterfeits  on  the 
United  States  Bank  and  its  branches ;  for  to 
such  excess  has  this  crime  arisen,  as  to  g^ve 
birth  to  a  new  spedes  of  Utoisry  publioatioa; 
a  periodical  newspaper  wh<^y  devoted  to  the 
description  and  detection  of  connterfuit  paper 
currency.  The  remedy  only  announces  the  ex- 
tent of  the  evil ;  it  does  not  cure  it.  None  bnt* 
business  men  in  cities,  and  a  few  official  char* 
acters,  can  afford  to  buy  dad  study  these  peri- 
odicals ;  the  body  of  the  people  have  no  benefit 
from  them.  After  all,  the  Detector  is  no 
guide ;  the  marks  of  a  counterfeit  detected  and 
described  in  one  number  of  the  periodical,  are 
corrected  and  amended  in  the  next  edition  of 
the  counterfeits.  They  instruct  the  coanter- 
feiters  how  to  amend  their  work.  The  fact  is, 
nobody  can  toll  the  good  from  the  bad.  Bro- 
kers and  bank  officers  assume  to  do  it;  bnt 
they  had  as  well  assume  to  be  oonjurors  and 
astrologers ;  t2iey  had  as  well  practise  inoanta* 
tions,  and  deliver  oracles  in  convnlfflons  and 
contortions,  as  to  look  at  this  paper,  and  pro- 
nounce judgments ;  they  had  as  well  gaze  at 
the  Bters,  and  judge  by  the  motions  of  the 
heavenly  bodies,  as  to  look  at  these  orders,  and 
jndge  from  the  writing  and  engraving;  they 
bad  as  well  do  as  the  soothsayers  of  old — go 
out  upon  a  high  hill — wateh  the  flight  of  birds 
— and  then  prognosticate  that  the  order  is 
good  or  bad,  as  ^e  bird  chances  to  fiy,  dextw 
or  sinister,  as  it  passes  the  hilL  Far  from 
knowing  the  handwriting,  thegr  hardly  know 
of  the  existence  of  the  writers  I  T«t  these 
solemn  judges  condemn,  and  condemn  irrevo- 
cably, the  property  of  the  pecmlel  They  all 
know  how  to  draw  the  sign  of  St.  Andrew's 
cross ;  and  that  fatal  sign,  drawn  through  the 
face  of  an  order,  is  decmve  of  its  fate.  True 
or  false,  good  or  bad,  from  that  moment  it  falls 
into  the  receptacle  of  things;  not  lo^  bnt 
damned,  on  evth. 
I  do  not  stand  ber^  Ur.  Freaidait,  to  en- 
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large  upoa  the  general  evils  of 'ft  eountafut 
cmrenoy,  such  as  belong  in  oommon  to  the 
forging  of  aU  bank  papers ;  but  there  are  evils 
peculiar  to  the  oircnlation  of  these  counterfeit 
orders,  which  give  a  distinctive  character  to 
the  mischiefs  which  they  inflict,  and  demand  a 
particular  animadversion.  These  evils  grow, 
first,  out  of  the  wide  extent  of  the  circulation 
of  these  counterfeits,  which  carries  the  for- 
geries of  every  State  of  the  Union  into  every 
other  State,  thus  affecting  each  part  with  the 
miseries  of  the  whole — swelling  the  mass  of 
crime  and  fraud,  and  augmenting  the  difficul- 
ties of  detection  in  proportion  to  the  distaoce 
from  which  the  intmuve  oonnterfdta  came. 
The  next  peculiar  evil  is  in  the  moltatode  oi 
Incompetent  Judges ;  already  aboot  <nie  hun- 
dred and  flfl7  in  number,  and  annually  increas- 
ing. A  third  peculiar  evil  is  in  the  one-i&ded 
character  of  these  judges — all  appointed  at  the 
will  of  the  bank — all  holding  their  q>point- 
ments  at  her  will — and  ail  feeling  it  to  be  their 
interest  to  commit  no  mistakes  to  her  pre|a- 
dice.  The  last,  and  greatest,  of  these  peculiar 
evils,  is  in  the  small  size  of  these  orders,  which 
throws  their  counterfeits  upon  that  class  of  the 
oommnnity  who  are  least  c^ble  to  detect  the 
impodtion,  and  least  able  to  bear  the  loss. 
The  lalxHiiig  classes,  the  middle-dzed  farmers, 
and  the  conntry  pecnile,  are  the  peculiar  vic- 
tims  of  this  spedee  oi  counterfeits.  They  han- 
dle small  sums,  and  the  small-sized  ooanterfeits 
ftll  upon  their  hands.  Every  counterfeit  must 
stop  somewhere.  Sooner  or  Ist«r  it  must  stop 
in  somebody's  bauds ;  and  the  mass  of  these 
small  ones  will  certainly  stop  in  the  hands  of 
poor  people.  Thus  it  was  in  England.  In  the 
roace  of  six  years,  from  1812  to  1818,  no  less 
uisn  164,464  counterfeit  notes  were  presented 
and  detected  at  the  Bank  of  England;  of 
which  128,800  were  for  one  pound,  correspond- 
ing with  our  five  dollar  orders;  and  18,662 
were  for  two  pounds,  ocaresponding  with  our 
ten  dollar  orders;  leaving  only  about  6,000 
notes  out  of  upwards  of  164^000  for  all  dencnn- 
inatitms  above  two  pounds,  ten  dollars;  thus 
incontestably  proving  that  the  poor  were  the 
losers  and  the  victinu.  This  was  stated  in  his 
place  by  the  honorable  Henry  Grey  Bennet, 
who  stated,  at  the  same  time,  that  ont  of  five 
hundred  and  one  persons  convicted  of  forging, 
or  passing,  or  offering  counterfeit  notes,  in  the 
short  space  of  thirteen  years,  of  whom  two 
hundred  and  seven  had  been  hnng,  and  others 
deported,  the  mass  of  them  were  poor  people ; 
and  the  notes  for  which  they  died,  were  small 
ones  of  one  and  two  pounds,  equal  to  five  and 
ten  doUara.  .^id  be  sud,  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Endand, 
in  this  frightful  mass  of  crime,  and  fraud,  ana 
misery,  and  death,  bad  found  their  consolation 
and  their  profit  in  dividing  among  themselves 
ttemtjf-^fiiM  millioru  of  pcwtd$  aterling  !  equal 
to  about  OM  hundred  and  twenty  milUoni  of 
dollar$  I  This  is  what  the  coantmeiting  part, 
or  forgery  departni«it  of  the  banking  system, 
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arrived  at  in  En^and :  this  is  the  mnnt  to 
which  tlie  forgtny  <tf  these  branch  bank  wders 
is  rapidly  carrying  the  AmuiosD  pei^Ie.  And 
for  aJl  the  crime  and  misery  whidi  has  grown 
ont  of  the  counterfeiting  of  these  orders,  ud 
all  that  shall  grow  out  of  them,  the  directms, 
who  violated  their  charter  to  do  what  Oongress 
forbid,  are  justly  accountable  to  God  and  man  t 
I  have  carefully  abstuned,  Hr.  President, 
from  the  use  of  any  topic  of  a  general  or  ex- 
citing nature.  I  have  confined  mysdf  to  a 
mere  judicial  pleading.  But  there  is  one  argu- 
ment against  the  issue  of  this  currency  which 
goes  so  directly  to  the  honor,  the  dignity,  tbe ' 
uidependence  of  the  States,  that  I  cannot  fbr- 
bear  to  hold*  it  up  fbr  an  instant,  and  to  pass  it 
as  a  shadow  before  yon.  It  is  this.  We  all 
know  tiie  high  and  responmUe  nature  of  the 
coining  power.  It  is  an  atbribate  of  national 
sovereignty ;  in  its  nature  bdonging  to  the 
highest  authority  in  every  form  of  Govern- 
ment. The  States  of  this  ccmfederacy,  each  for 
itself^  became  invested  with  tlus  high  power 
the  moment  they  burst  the  chains  of  British 
vassalage.  Poeerased  of  the  right  in  full,  they 
divided  it,  in  part,  witii  the  Congress  of  the 
oonfederation.  The  convention  of  1789  gave 
it  exdosively  to  the  new  Federal  Government ; 
and  since  that  time  no  State  can  ooib  money, 
regulate  its  value,  onit  UOs  OT  ovdtt,  or  make 
any  thing  but  gold  and  diver  a  tender «in  dis- 
charge ^  debte.  Oongress  alone  has  the  fUl 
power  to  coin  and  regulate  its  valne ;  a  dis- 
puted power  to  ^it  bills  of  credit,  and  no 
power  to  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  nlvtf 
a  lawful  tender.  Well,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  refers  its  origin,  in  the  opinion  of  many, 
to  the  coining 'and  regulating  clause  in  the  oon- 
stltution.  What  is  admitted  by  all,  is,  that 
Congress  has  granted  to  the  bank  a  power  to 
issue  a  paper  currency  far  beycmd  the  amount 
of  the  coined  currency  in  t^e  Union ;  that  this 
p^er  ourrenoy  is  reonvable  in  payment  of  all 
dues  to  the  Federal  Government;  and,  being 
so  recdvable,  thenoe  vo^oja  a  degree  of  credit 
and  circulation  oo-extmnve  with  tbe  limits  cf 
the  Union.  Names,  Ur.  President,  are  noth- 
ing; substance  is  every  thing.  The  substan- 
tial power  of  coining,  and  of  r^ulating  the 
currency,  is  in  the  bank ;  for  it  issues  a  cur- 
rency which  exceeds  the  coin  in  quantity,  and 
supersedes  it  in  circnlation.  Oongress  gave 
this  great  power — ^in  efi'eet,  one  of  the  hi^est 
attributes  of  national  sovereignty — to  the  com- 
pany of  individuals  incorporated  under  the 
misnomer  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 'States ; 
this  company  has  devolved  its  power,'  so  £tt  aa 
the  brsnoh  bank  orders  are  oonoemed,  upon 
their  anbdtem  agencies,  called  biuch  baua : 
and,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  federal 
court,  may  devolve  it  upon  whatever  agents 
they  please.  These  subaltem  agencies  are 
protruded  into  the  States,  and  there  exercise  & 
power  superior  to  that  which  the  State  Gov- 
ernments surrendered  to  the  Federal  Govotu- 
ment^  They  issue  a  paper  cumac^  within  the 
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State,  which  snpersedea  and  expels  the  hard 
money.  Thej  issue  a  paper  onrrent^  not  pay- 
MtwUhiniht  State,  nor vUhin  (Ka next  Stats ; 
ner  within  Jvoe  ktmdred  or  one  thoueand  mtie§; 
nor  praeUeably  payabla  anywhere!  and  for 
non^yment  m'  which  there  w  neither  proKibi- 
tion  nor  vendtty  in  the  charter.  This  cnrrencj 
neoessarily,  and  practioably,  becomes  a  cur- 
rency of  bills  of  credit,  redeemable  at  the  will 
of  the  issuer,  and  not  at  the  will  of  the  holder; 
and  these  bills  all  people  (in  the  South  and 
West,  at  least)  are  under  a  virtual  dnresae  to 
reoeire;  because  all  other  currency  is  chased 
mway.  Andtims  these  bills  of  credit  become 
ft  forced  and  irreslstiUe  tender  in  tiie  payment 
of  debts.  Oao  tiie  States  stand  thisf  If  they 
can,  th^  ere  ripe  and  ready  to  rink  into  the 
oonoiticm,  not  of  pHrovinoet  of  the  eminre,  but 
(tf  &mu-— tiitf  rack-rent  fivns— <tf  a  great 
moneyed  oligardiy. 

Sir,  I  stop ;  not  that  I  have  finished,  but  that 
every  thing  must  have  an  end,  even  the  over- 
flowings of  grief  and  iodignation  at  viewing 
the  fnghtfol  pro^^ress  which  a  great  moneyed 
oligarchy  is  making  over  the  sinking  liberties 
of  the  land. .  The  cause  demands  a  difibrent 
ad'Tooete.  Jt  calls  for  tiiat  rare  man  who  re- 
buked and  overthrew  the  audaetous  enterprise 
of  Walpole— who  overtnrned  tiie  judgments  of 
the  Euw*i  eoort— drove  baok  the  royal  patent 
aoroas  the  Irish  channel,  and  saved  the  people 
of  Ireland  frfnn  the  evils  of  an  illegal  currency, 
and  their  Govenunent  fnax  the  degradation  <^ 
•eeing  a  private  intdividual  exeniring  the  high 

Eover  of  issuing  a  national  earrenoy  witiim 
er  liniita.  The  crisis  calls  for  that  man.  It 
c&ils  for  the  dauntless  spirit — the  mighty  genins 
— the  lofty  scorn  of  hopes  and  feant,  which  be- 
longed to  the  illustrious  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's  I 
And,  if  we  are  now  destined  to  sink  in  this 
eonteat,  (which  Heaven  of  its  infinite  mercy 
aTert)--biit  if  we  are  destined  to  rink,  then  do 
I  a^  it  ii  not  for  want  of  a  cause  less  Jnst,  less 
righteous,  leas  national,  less  holy,  tiian  Uut  hi 
which  Ireland  triumphed,  but  because  flie  otnn- 
biued  powers  of  all  America^  patriot  sons  are 
unable  to  write  the  drmer't  letten! 

Mr.  Dallas  said :  The  basis  upon  which  the 
honort^le  Senator  from  Missouri  had  reared 
the  snperstTootare  of  his  argument  was  a  print- 
ed copy  of  a  chaige  delivered  to  a  Jury  by  one 
of  tiie  judges  of  the  Supreme  Oourt  of  the 
United  States,  sitting  as  a  circuit  judge  in  the 
eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania.  He  (Mr.  D.) 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  circumstances 
and  occarion  of  that  charge,  and  deemed  it 
right  to  vindicate  the  distinguished  and  learned 
magistrate  by  whom  it  was  progiounoed  fnmi 
the  idea  involved  in  the  epithet*  "extra-jndi- 
oiaL"  It  was  any  thing  bat  eztra-jadli^. 
The  trial  was  of  a  man  indicted  for  passing  a 
counterfeit  order  oa  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  The  oounsel  for  Uie  ac- 
cused, ezerciun^  their  professional  skill,  de- 
manded his  aoqmttal  upon  the  groimd  (among 
othaii)  that  the  paper  deaoribea  in  the  indict- 


ment — a  forgery  of  oim  cI£  the  orders  i^jainat 
which  the  gentleman  had  levelled  his  battery — 
was  not,  if  genuine,  a  legal  instrument,  and 
could  not  be  made  the  sulyect  of  a  criminal 
prooeediog.  He  went  upon  precisely  the  same 
course  of  reasoning  as  had  been  heard  that 
morning.  It  became  the  duty  of  the  judge 
carefnlly  to  consider,  and  clearly  to  expound, 
the  law  thos  drawn  into  question.  The  liberty 
of  a  fellow-oitiaen  was  dependent  upon  his 
opinion.  He  was  about  to  make  it  known  to 
the  jnry :  he  did  so ;  and  thia  ia  eharaoterized 
as  "  extra-jndioiaL" 

But  the  honorable  Senator  farther  complains 
that  the  judge  attuned  his  cmdnrions,  as  to 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  Uie  act  (rf  Oon^resa 
incorporating  the  bank,  by  "  cmistraotion.** 
And  Dy  what  other  process  coold  he  attain 
them?  It  is  conceded  that  no  positive  and  dis- 
tinct prohibitloa  of  these  orders  or  drafts  is  to 
be  found  in  the  charter :  and  as  if  to  vindicate 
by  liis  practice  the  judge  whom  he  was  con- 
demning by  his  precept,  the  learned  gentieman 
has  ably  and  indefati^bly  argued  that  they  are 
prohibitory  by  "  oonstraction."  He  takes  the 
very  course  he  disapproves,  and  denies  to  oth- 
ers what  he  cannot  himself  do  without. 

It  was  not  his  intrntami  to  fdlow  the  able 
Senator  throngh  the  labyrinth  of  oUections  he 
had  suggested  to  theae  orders  or  drafts.  He 
had  certainly  anticipated  no  such  studied  and 
prolonged  argument  as  introductory  to  the 
present  motion,  and  was  alike  unwilling  and 
unequal  to  the  labor  of  a  regular  reply,  which, 
however  proper  it  might  be  before  a  judicial 
tribanal,  he  conceived  would  be  misplaced  and 
ill-timed  here.  But  as  so  roach  had  been  so 
well  said,  with  the  view  to  discredit  the  opin- 
ion of  the  learned  jndge,  and  tending  to  pro- 
duce a  destraotive  alann  as  to  the  validity  of 
the  carrencyin  question,  he  woald  briefiy  state 
the  impregnable,  though  simple,  oonrae  of  rear 
soning  by  which  its  leg^ity,  under  the  charter, 
was  maintained.  He  did  tiiis,  not  becrase  it 
was  essential  to  tiie  determinaawi  of  the  ma^ 
ter  before  the  Senate,  but,  if  poerible,  to  turn 
the  edge  of  a  weapon,  which,  if  not  aimed, 
was  pointing  fotaUy  at  the  intereirta  of  the 
workmg  ana  poorer  olaasea  of  his  follow-dti< 
zens. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  not  a  syllable  prohib- 
itory of  these  orders  ooald  be  found  in  the  act 
of  incorporation.  The  s^^ity  and  persever- 
ance of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  great  and 
snzioos  as  they  were,  had  fuled  to  discover  a 
single  word  upon  which  he  could  paose,  and 
frankly  allege  their  prohibition.  Yet  he  hm 
told  us,  and  ttdd  as  traly,  that  thia  charter  waa 
**«<tur<Mi  and  orammed  with  ret^tiont  and 
oonMtiong"  by  those  who  framed  it,  witii  a 
view  to  satisfy  the  repablicans  of  sixteen  years 
ago.  It  certunly  contained  roany,  probaUy 
most  if  not  all,  of  the  securities  and  guards 
whitm  wisdom  can  devise  against  the  misman- 
agement and  misapplication  of  powers  and 
priTilflgea  each  as  it  ccmforred.    No  details 
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Mem  to  be  aToided,  no  Bpedfioation  is  deemed 
too  mionte,  and  no  phraseology  is  left  restricted 
or  eqniTocal,  in  order  to  bind  the  bimk,  and  to 
guaranty  the  pablio.  It  has  often  and  justly- 
elicited  praise ;  but  none  more  flattering  to  the 
republican  principles  and  national  objects  of 
those  who  matured  it,  than  tJie  encomiom  ci 
the  learned  gentleman  who  described  it  as 
"ttuffid  and  orammed  with  restrietions  and 
eonditumsJ'''  And  yet,  ^ongh  thas  ^^ttuffid 
and  crtmmed,"  not  a  sentence  U  to  be  detected, 
which,  by  any  sort  oi  c<mBtracl3on,  direct  or 
drooitona,  natural  or  strained^  can  be  made  to 
import  the  prohibition  which  the  Swator 
wonld  engraft  npon  it.  The  wise  and  nprifi^t 
m«  of  the  day  on  which  this  instnunent  bMis 
date,  were  not  ^>t  to  overlook  pl^  oonse- 
qnenoea,  or  easy  means  of  evasion,  ncr  to  make 
laws  so  impranctly  as  to  leave  openings  into 
which  insects  might  rash  to  deface  them. 
They  did  what  they^tended  to  do—and  they 
left  undone  what  they  had  no  intention  to  do. 

The  seventh  seoUon  of  this  charter  bestows 
upon  the  corporation,  in  the  nsnal  form,  its 
style  and  l^al  capacities,  and  conclndes,  gea- 
erally,  that  it  sliul  "do  and  execute  all  and 
Hngutar  the  aeti,  mattert,  atut  tkhgt  uAieA  tc 
them  it  ihaB  or  may  appertain  to  da,  mH^% 
nsMrtAslMt,  to  the  ruAn^  r^Zo^wnt,  reetrie- 
«oni^  UmUaUone,  and  prowtiont  hereitu^fter 
preembed  and  declared.  ^  He  (Mr.  D.)  had 
already  said  that  the  orders  or  drafts  were  no- 
where exeladed  in  any  of  the  roles  prescribed 
and  declared ;  and  it  could  scarcely  be  expected 
that  before  the  ^nate  of  the  United  St^«s  he 
would  make  a  lalwred  effort  to  show  that  the 
drawiaf^  and  issuing  sncb  paper  were  "  matters 
(tnd.  thtTige"  whicb  it  qapertained  to  every 
trading  association,  commercial  firm,  or  bank 
to  do.  They  were  embraced  in  the  general 
grant  d  powers,  and  were  not  excepted  from 
it  by  any  sobsemient  limitation.  All  modes  of 
condnotiDg  the  onsinesB  and  operations  <rf  the 
bank,  cMuistent  with  its  declared  purposes  and 
limits,  were  expressly  conferred,  and  these 
orders  were  tiierefore  indoded. 

Bnt  this  general  reasoning  became  altogether 
irresistible  when  it  was  found  sanctioned  by 
the  very  letter  of  the  chapter.  In  the  eighth 
fundamental  rale  of  the  eleventh  section,  in 
recapitulating  the  modes  by  which  the  bank 
mi^ht  become  indebted,  these  words  are  used — 
"  the  total  amount  of  debts  which  the  taid  eor- 
peraHon  thall  at  any  time  owe,  whether  by 
iend,  fwCs,  or  othbb  oohtbaot."  What 
other  contract  t  Every  other  contract  which 
it  may  apverfaUn  to  a  bank  to  make.  These 
cndersf  why  not?  It  the  Senate  can  persuade 
itself  they  are  not  eontraeU,  as  the  honorable 
Senator  has,  the  emergency  of  his  case, 
been  driven  to  assert,  then  Indeed  tiiia  sins^e 
plirase  ftamishes  no  protection,  fiut  it  sorwy 
can  require,  in  a  oomm«xdal  country,  no  re- 
currence to  first  principles,  or  to  English 
common  law  definitions,  mn<di  less  to  the 
TOunUo  antiquities  of  Ooke  and  Peere  Wil- 
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liams,  to  prove  tiut  the  engagements  of  an 
authorised  agent  are  the  contracts  of  the  prin- 
cipal; or  that  the  hank,  openly,  notorionidy, 
avowedly  assnniing  npon  itself  Uie  payment  ctf 
these  orders,  does  oonelodvelT  make  thou  ob- 
ligatory contracts  to  the  fall  extent  <tf  thdr 
terms  and  amounts. 

Agdn :  These  very  orders  or  drafts  are  d^ 
scribed,  totidem  verba,  in  the  eighteenth  sec- 
tion of  the  charter,  and  are  prot^ted,  as  l^ral, 
with  the  highest  sanctions.  "If  any  person 
shall  &lsely  make,  fofge,  or  counterfeit,  or 
cause  or  poeure  to  be  ftlseb'  made,  forged,  nt 
counterfeited,  or  williuc^  aid  or  assist  in  falsdy 
making,  forging,  or  oonnbBi^UBg,  any  bill  or 
note,  in  imitation  of,  or  purporting  to  be,  a  bill 
or  note  issued  by  orders  of  the  president, 
directors,  and  company  of  the  said  bank,  or 
AHT  OBDKB  or  oheok  on  the  said  bank  or  coipo- 
ration,  or  ant  cabuikb  thbbbov;"  or  shall 
falbely  alter,  Jeo.,  aht  obdeb  or  dieck  on  B$iA 
bank  or  corporation,  or  akt  oashiu  TsxRior 
or  "  shall  pass,  ottor,  or  publish,  &c.,  as  true, 
any  fidse,  forged,  or  counterfeited  obdeb  or 
check  upon  the  sud  hank  or  corporation,  or 
AST  OASHUB  TasBKor,"  Ac^  "duJl  paBB, 
utter,  or  publish,  Ao,  any  iUse^  altered  obdu 
or  check  on  the  smq  bank  or  corporation,  or 
AST  OASHixB  TsmoF,"  Ac,  cvory  sneh  peawu 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  fdony,  and,  «i  ooa- 
viotioD,  must  be  sentenced  to  hard  labor  for  a 
term  not  lees  than  three,  nor  more  than  ten 
years,  or  be  imprisoned,  not  exceeding  ten 
years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  five  thousand 
dollars.  Kow  each  of  these  aasailed  drafts  is 
neither  more  nor  less,  in  common  senseu  or  in 
technical  law,  tiian  an  order  on  the  cathier 
the  Banh  of  the  United  8tate$  ;  whether  drawn 
by  one  person  or  by  another,  by  an  agent  or  by 
a  customer,  makes  here  no  dmerence.  Why, 
then,  if  it  be  an  instrument  not  authorized  by 
the  charter,  spuriona,  ill^al,  and  void,  why  it 
it  thus  anxiously  guarded,  and  its  forgery  ums 
severely  punished!  Why,  if  not  within  the 
contemplation  of  the  rigorous  and  pure  repub- 
licans who  "  etuffed  and  crammed  the  aet  mtft 
reatriction*  and  eoruUtiont,''^  is  it  merely  not 
discountenanced,  but  specially  recognized  as  a 
favorite,  to  be  shielded  from  all  impurity,  and 
to  be  vindicated,  by  penalties  involving  uie  in- 
carceration and  iiuEsmy  of  offenders,  from  all 
doubt  or  danger  ?  Differini; '  entirely  from  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Missouri,  he  (Mr.  D.) 
would,  upon  every  such  question,  look  with 
peouliar  solicitude  to  the  penal  clause  of  the 
act  of  CcHigress.  Other  parts  may  be  loosely 
CMutmcfeed,  and  tiieir  mesning  be  left  to  be 
asoertdned  bx  the  ordinaiy  jprinoiples  and  rules 
of  interpretdBtm ;  bnt  thie  is  nninmnly  fhuned 
with  scmpolous  exaetitnd&  to  be  oonstmed 
strictly,  and  to  be  aocompanied  by  such  specifi- 
cation as  will  enaUe  every  one  to  understand 
what  he  is  to  avoid.  It  is  here  that  we  find, 
more  exactly  than  elsewhere  in  this  charter, 
the  partiouUua  of  the  onrrenoy  confided  to  tiie 
ooDtnd  and  disoretimi  of  the  bank — it  is  hen 
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the  proteoUon  b  prorided  for  eaoh  partionlar — 
and  it  is  hen  that  these  orders  on  tiie  oashier, 
denonnoed  by  the  ffontieman,  In  his  meditated 
resotntloD,  as  ^^HUgal^*  are  signally  and  em- 
phatically snrronnded  by  the  conservatiTe  sano- 
^ns  of  the  criminal  oode. 

Mr.  Wbbbtsb  sud  that  he  had  always  been 
of  the  opinion  that  reaolntions  proposing  an 
inquiry  whioh  would  obvioaaly  avect  the  valne 
of  the  property  of  individualE^  ^onld  be  intro- 
dnoed  with  great  caution ;  neverthetessj  he  had 
never  voted  ag^nst  a  resolution  of  inquiry  con* 
oeming  a  pnblfo  question;  for  it  lay  in  the 
breast  of  every  Senator  to  decide  whether  the 
pnblio  interest  denuuaded  the  inqniry.  He  did 
not  agree  witii  the  gentleman  from  Oeorgia, 
rdative  to  the  form  of  the  resolution.  If  the 
question  had  been  only  for  a  committee  of  this 
body  to  inqnire  into  a  supposed  violation  of  the 
charter,  he  should  have  concurred ;  but,  instead 
of  that,  it  was  proposed  to  introdnoe  a  joint 
resolution,  to  be  acted  upon  equally  by  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  deohu^tory  that  the  char- 
ter was  violated,  and  that  the  drcntation  of  the 
notes  be  suppressed.  Many  millions  of.  those 
bills  were  now  in  the  pockets  of  the  people  of 
this  coaotry ;  and  what  effect,  after  sJl,  wonld 
this  inqniry  have  npon  the  institntion  ?  Did  it 
devolve  ap<m  the  Senate  to  dedde  whether  the 
notes  were  void,  or  to  aot  at  this  time  upon  so 
Inqxirtant  a  ant^eotf  Should  they  no^  m  the 
contrary,  proceed  wttii  the  utmost  deliberation, 
and  make  due  inquiry,  before  they  resolved 
upon  a  measure  deciding  so  great  and  imminent 
a  question  ?  5e  would  put  the  inquiry  to  every 
Senator  present,  whether,  if  there  had  been  an 
milawfiil  exercise  of  power,  snd,  consequently, 
the  paper  Issue  was  void — whether  they  should, 
before  the  matter  was  decided,  let  a  proposi- 
titm  of  this  nature  go  abroad  to  affect  the  prop- 
erty of  the  oommnnity.  Does  not  ttie  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  require  a  deliberate  inves- 
tigation 1  It  was  something  more  than  mere 
farm  that  was  oljeeted  to ;  it  wu  the  subject- 
xaaHXet  of  tiie  resolution  which  was  opposed. 
It  proposed  to  declare  that  the  bills  in  circula- 
tion were  illegal,  and  onj^t  to  be  suppressed. 
He  could  not  consent  to  vote  for  such  a  propo- 
sition, which,  also,  called  on  the  Senate  to  de- 
clare that  a  particular  decision  of  one  of  the 
judges  in  a  conrt  of  the  United  States  should 
not  have  been  made.  He  was  not  of  that  opin- 
ion, and  he  would  not  omuent  to  grant  the 
leave  asked  for. 

Mr.  BiinoN  said  there  were  two  ways  to 
bring  about  the  object  in  view;  one  was  to 
submit  it  to  the  Senate ;  the  other  to  apply  to 
the  Prerident  of  the  United  StatM,  who  was 
authorized  to  oanse  an  inveatiution  into  the 
affair,  and,  if  it  was  found  that  ue  oharter  was 
broken  and  void,  to  report  aooordingly.  He 
liioa^t  Quit  if  tlus  practice  was  not  lawfhl,  now 
was  the  time  to  find  it  out — the  sooner  the 
better.  The  same  directors  were  now  in  the 
bank  as  when  these  orders  were  first  issued. 
If  tiiqr  thoold  go  out  of  (^Boe,  and  new  onea 
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take  their  place,  the  oljeet  might  not  be  so 
easily  accomplished. 

Mr.  MiLLSB  wished  to  know  further  concern- 
ing the  subject.  He  had  listened  to  what  had 
bMn  said,  and  his  desire  for  further  information 
ms  inor»ised.  He  thought  the  Committee  on 
tibe  Judiciary  should  make  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  SioTH  objected  to  this  reference,  on  the 
ground  of  the  incompetency  of  the  committee 
to  decide  upon  the  legality  of  the  practice, 

Mr.  Mabot  agreed  in  the  opinion  that  it 
was  contended  on  one  side  that  the  charter  of 
the  bank  was  forfeited,  and,  on  the  other  ude, 
that  it  was  not  fbrfeited ;  and  as  these  opininw 
were  entitled  to  equal  re^>eot  and  consideration, 
it  would  be  first  necessary  to  dedde  this  point ; 
after  which,  they  might  inquire  into  the  teg^ity 
of  the  praotioe  of  issning  these  orders.  He 
hoped  the  resolution  wonld  be  received. 

Mr.  Glattoit  suj^ted  the  propriety  cit 
modifying  the  resolution  ea  that  it  should  pro* 
vide  simply  for  an  inquiry  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  KAjfs  sud  there  was  one  view  of  the 
question  which  had  not  been  taken,  and  which 
had  struck  his  mind  forcibly ;  that  was,  whether 
it  would  not  be  injurious  to  the  country  to  pro- 
ceed to  fVee  the  stockholders  from  responnbuity. 
He  thought  there  was  no  possible  form  in 
whioh  this  inquiry  oonld  be  made  by  the  Senate, 
except  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  joint 
resolntion ;  not  as  a  le^ative  body,  but  as 
stookholdera  of  the  bank.  It  was  tiie  uniform 
cnstom  to  grant  leave  of  introduction,  and  he 
should  conform  to  it  in  the  present  instance. 
His  mind  was  not  made  ini  as  to  the  merits  of 
the  question,  and  he  should  express  no  tqnnion 
upon  it  at  present. 

Mr.  Bibb  sud  that,  whatever  his  opinion 
might  be  upon  the  main  question,  he  should 
not  now  speak  upon  it;  but  he  believed  the 
resolution  wonld  be  as  much  opposed  in  its 
present  shape,  as  one  would  be  that  propoeed 
to  liberate  all  the  slaves  in  the  8t^  of  Mis- 
Bouri,  or  that  no  white  man  ahoold  ludd  prop- 
erty in  Georgia. 

Mr.  KiKO  was  always  willing  to  vote  for  the 
introduction  of  resolutions  of  inquiry  generally ; 
but  he  hoped  the  Senate  wonld  not  consent  to 
admit  this  resolution  in  its  present  form.  If  it 
was  one  of  inc^uiry  alone,  be  wonld  give  it  his 
vote,  and  be  in  favor  of  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  He  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  rec(^  his  vote  in  favor  of  a  first 
and  second  reading  of  this  resolution  in  its  pres- 
ent Bh^>e,  whioh  wonld  follow  if  it  were  in- 
troduced, and  send  tiiat  vote  abroad  to  the 
oonntry.  He  hoped  the  resolntion  would  be 
modiJBed  before  it  was  admitted. 

Mr.  Daiuu  saggerted  whetiier  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Jndioiiwy  waa  competent  to  nuke 
the  inquiry. 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
frankness  of  the  gentietnan  from  Missouri,  in 
giving  an  explanation  <rf  the  reasons  for  the 
resolution,  had  defeated  instead  of  soppwted 
the  ol^eot  in  view.  If  the  gentlonan,  inatnd 
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of  entering,  as  he  had,  into  the  wide  field  of 
argnment,  in  support  of  the  resolution,  had  been 
silent,  the  leave  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
granted.  He  thought  it  was  hardly  fair  to  take 
advantage  of  that  gentleman's  fraokueBs,  by 
exolnding  the  resolution,  because  they  found  the 
nibjeot-matter  improper  to  be  investigated,  as 
the  gentleman  was  under  no  obligation  to  have 
explained  the  oharacter  of  the  proposed  measure, 
umeBS  it  was  his  pleasure  to  do  so.  He  hoped 
the  Senate  woold  take  this  view  into  consider- 
ation, and  extend  its  courtesy  to  the  gentle- 
man  notwlthstandii^  the  course  whioh  had 
been  pursued. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  grandng 
leave  to  introduce  the  resolution,  and  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote : 

Teas. — ^Messn.  Bentoa,  Dudley,  EUis,  Forsyth, 
Gniody,  Havoe,  Hill,  Kane,  Uanguio,  Marcy,  Mil- 
ler, Moore,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  White — 16. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Buckner,  Cbambera, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frellnghujven,  Hen- 
dricks, Holtnea,  Johnston,  King,  Koigbt,  Naudfiin, 
FrentiSfi,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Seymour,  Slsbee, 
Baith,  TiptoDt  Tomlinson,  Webster,  Wilkiiis— 2S. 

So  the  leave  was  refbsod,  and  then  the  Senate 
acyonroed  to  Monday.* 


IfoKDAT,  January  28. 

Sank  of  the  WniUd  States. 

Hr.  Bbnton  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Reaoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  inform  the  Senate  (If  any  data  in  his 
department  will  enable  him  to  do  so,  and,  if  not, 
that  he  endeavor  to  obtain  the  informatioa  from 
the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States) 
upon  the  following  points : 

1.  The  amount  of  paper  currency  in  circulation 
in  the  form  of  order t  drawn  by  the  presidents  of 
the  branch  banks  on  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States ;  distinguishing  the  amount  drculated 
from  each  branch,  and  showmg  the  amounts  of  the 
different  denimbaUona,  or  sizes,  of  the  orders  re- 
spectively. 

2.  The  amount  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bul- 
lion annually  remitted  by  each  branch  bank  to  the 
parent  bank  in  Philadelphia,  unce  such  branch  be- 
gan to  issue  a  currencT  of  branch  bank  orders. 

8.  The  names  of  the  branch  banks,  if  any,  at 
which  the  orders  drawu  by  other  branch  banks  on 
the  casliier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
Issoed  as  currency,  are  not  receivable  in  deposits 
as  cash ;  and  whether  any  distinction,  in  receiving 
or  refusing  such  deposits,  is  made  between  the 
Federal  Govimmeat  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

4.  Whether  there  is  any  iostraction  from  the  di- 
zeetors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  com- 
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manding  the  drawers  of  these  orders  to  cash  then 
at  the  branch  when  drawn. 


MoNDAT,  January  80. 

The  Tariff'— Beduaion  of  Dutiet. 

The  special  order  of  the  day,  being  the  reso- 
lution offered  by  Mr.  Clat  for  the  redaction 
and  repeal  of  cortain  dntiea,  was  taken  np. 
The  question  being  apon  Ur.  Hatxb's  moti«i 
to  amend, 

Hr.  &UITH,  of  Maryland,  rose,  and  addressed 
the  Senate  as  follows :  I  make  no  apology,  Mr. 
President,  said  he,  for  approachiog  age.  It 
will,  however,  admonish  me  to  take  up  as  littie 
of  the  time  of  tiie  Senate  as  the  importiant  aub- 
ject  under  oondderation  will  admit. 

We  have  arrived  at  a  orins.  Yea,  Mr.  Pred- 
dent,  at  a  crina  more  i4>iMdling  than  a  day  of 
hattie.  I  adjore  the  Committee  on  Mannfac- 
tares  to  pause — to  reflect  on  the  dissatisfaction 
of  all  the  South.  Soiith  Carolina  has  expressed 
itselfstronglyagunst  the  tariff  of  1828 — stronger 
than  the  other  States  are  willing  to  speak. 
Bat,  sir^  the  whole  of  the  South  feel  deeply  the 
oppression  of  that  tariff.  In  this  re^>eot,  there 
is  no  difference  of  opinion.  The  Sooth — the 
whole  Sonthem  States — all^  consider  it  as  op- 
pressive. They  have  not  yet  q>oken;  bat 
when  they  ^  speak,  it  will  he  with  a  voice 
that  will  not  implore,  but  will  demand  redress. 
How  much  better,  then,  to  grant  redress  t 
How  much  better  that  the  Committee  on  Man- 
ufactures heal  the  wonnd  which  has  been  in- 
flicted t  I  want  nothing  that  shall  iiijure  the 
mannfaotarer.   I  only  wimt  justice. 

I  am,  Mr.  President,  one  of  the  few  survivors 
of  those  who  fought  in  the  war  of  the  revolution. 
We  then  thou^t  we  fought  for  liberty — ^for 
equal  rights.  We  fought  agfunst  taxation,  the 
proceeds  of  which  were  for  the  benefit  of  others. 
Where  is  the  difference,  if  the  people  are  to  be 
taxed  by  the  mannfactarers  or  by  any  others  I 
I  say  mannfaetorera — and  why  do  I  say  aot 
When  the  Senate  met,  there  waa  a  strong  dis- 
position with  dl  partiea  to  ameliorate  the 
tariff  of  1828;  bntl  nowsee  a  change,  which 
makes  me  almost  despwr  of  any  thing  effectual 
being  aooompltshed.  Even  tiie  small  conces- 
sions made  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr,  Clat,)  have  been  reprobated  by  the  lobby 
members,  the  agents  of  the  manufacturers.  I 
am  told  tiiey  have  put  their  fiat  on  any  change 
whatever,  and  hence,  as  a  conseqaence,  the 
change  in  the  course  and  language  .of  gentle- 
men, which  almost  precludes  all  nope.  Those 
interested  men  hang  on  the  Committee  on  Man- 
ufaotores  like  an  inonbns.  I  say  to  that  com- 
mittee, deprad  upon  your  own  good  Jndgmen&i 
— survey  the  whole  subject  as  polititdana— dis- 
card sectional  interests,  and  study  only  the 
common  weal — act  with  these  views^  and  thus 
relieve  the  oppressions  of  the  South. 

I  have  ever,  Mr.  PresldentL  supported  the  in- 
terest of  mann&otarefl,  as  nr  as  it  oonld  be 
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done  incidentally.  I  eapported  the  Iat«  Mr. 
Lowndes's  bill  of  1816.  I  was  a  member  of  hia 
oomntictee,  and  that  bill  proteoted  the  mana- 
&ctiires  snfficientlj,  except  bar  iron,  Mr. 
Lowndes  had  reported  fifteen  dollars  per  ton. 
The  Honae  radneed  it  to  nine  dollara  per  ton. 
That  act  enabled  the  maanfaoCarers  to  ezdade 
importations  of  owtain  articles.  The  hatters 
oany  on  their  bnsiness  hj  their  sons  and  sp* 
prentices,  and  few,  if  any,  hats  are  now  im- 
ported. Large  quantities  are  exported,  and  pre- 
ferred. AU  articles  of  leather,  from  tanned  side 
to  the  finest  harness  or  saddle,  have  been  ez- 
dnded  from  importation  ■  and  whjt^  Beoaase 
the  baainess  is  conducted  by  their  own  hard 
hands,  their  own  labor,  and  they  are  now 
heavily  taxed  by  the  tariff  of  1828,  to  enable 
the  rich  to  enter  into  the  mannfactures  of  the 
coontry.  Yes,  sir,  I  say  the  rich,  who  entered 
into  the  bnsiuess  after  the  act  of  1834,  which 
proved  to  be  a  mnshraom  aflUr,  and  many  of 
them  suffered  severelj.  Tlie  aet  of  1816, 1  re- 
peat, gave  all  the  protection  tliat  was  necessary 
or  proper,  nnder  whidi  the  Induatrtoas  and 
ihi^  oompletdy  sncceeded.  Bot,  sir,  the 
capitalist  -who  bad  invested  his  coital  in  man- 
ufactures, was  not  to  be  satisfied  with  ordinary 
profit,  and  therefore  the  act  of  1828. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat)  says 
tha*'.  a  progressive  decrease  of  dnties  is  a  slow 
poison,  and  yet  that  Senator  swallowed  the 
poison  in  the  act  of  1816,  in  the  article  of  cot- 
ton, and  I  have  never  heard  that  it  has  done 
him  much  injnry.  He  has  also  swallowed  the 
poison  in  the  act  of  1824,  where  the  dnties  are 
progresrive,  raising  them  umnally.  Are  they 
to  be  understood  to  be  less  pidsonons  by  a  pro- 
jBreaive  increase  than  a  progressive  decrease! 
The  SonQ)  oonnders  tiie  pn^^ressive  increase  as 
the  most  deleterioas.  The  handicraft-man — 
tfie  blacksmith — the  whitesmith — ^Uie  workers 
of  the  bar  iron,  are  all  omelly  oppressed  by  the 
heavy  dnty  on  that  all-important  article.  Give 
them  the  raw  material  as  cheap  as  it  is  received 
by  the  British  workmen,  and  they  will  ask  for 
no  protection  :  they  will  depend  on  their  own 
hands,  and  on  those  of  their  sons  and  appren- 
tices. They  are  not  hewd.  Why?  They  are 
not  rich— they  must  be  sacrificed  to  the  rich 
iron  master,  whose  bouness  is  more  profitable 
than  that  (« any  otiier in  the  Union.  Iforbear 
going  farther  into  this  suWect  at  this  time.  I 
reserve  my  further  remarks  until  the  sabject 
shall  be  presented  in  a  tan^ble  shape — in  a 
1^ ;  when  I  trust  I  sh^  be  able  to  show  that 
the  act  of  1828  Is  highly  fi^nrions  to  the  inter- 
est of  the  manufacturer.  If  you  intend  that 
this  country  shall  be  a  manufacturing  country, 
you  must  give  the  manufacturers  the  raw  ma- 
terial (as  England  does)  free  of  duty,  or  with 
very  light  duty.  While  you  tax  tiiem  high,  as 
you  do  with  imposts  on  hemp,  wool,  fiaz,  and 
bar  iron,  yon  afford  them  no  efficient  protec- 
tion hj  your  minimum  and  exoeedve  duties. 


TmsDAT,  January  81. 
Sank  of  th«  United  Statet — Tnguirie*  into  it$ 
Worhijig  and  Management. 

The  following  resolutions,  submitted  by  Jtr, 
BxKTOH  on  the  S6th  Januuy,  were  taken  up, 
and  agreed  to: 

RmoM,  Tliat  the  Select  Committee  to  wtuoh  wae 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  pnyisg  for  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  be  directed  to  inquire  as  follows: 

I.  Into  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  loans,  if 
any  there  were,  made  by  the  bank  or  its  branches, 
of  local  bank  paper ;  and  to  report  all  the  facta  and 
cireamstances  wnkh  shall  be  necusKry  to  enable 
the  Senate  to  judge  and  determine  whether  there 
was  uBuiT  in  the  contracts  for  such  loan^  or  op* 
preaslon  in  collecting  them. 

5.  Into  the  fact  of  tum-vmr  of  Its  powers  by  any 
of  the  branch  banks,  and  all  the  ciroamatances 
which  may  be  necessary  to  enable  the  Senate  to 
understand  the  natnre,  extent,  and  doiadon  of  loch 
tm-Mttr  of  powers. 

8.  Into  UM  amount  of  the  real  estate  aoqidred 
by  the  bank,and  at  each  branoh;  and  a  detidled 
statement  thereof^  diowin^  where  dtnate,  the  price 
at  which  acquired,  the  price  for  which  w^d,  If  sold, 
and  the  present  value,  if  not  sold. 

4.  The  number  of  buildings,  if  any,  where  situ- 
ated, and  the  cost  thereof  which  may  have  been 
erected  for  the  puipoae  of  bang  rented. 

6.  Whether  the  branch  bank  notes,  or  the  branch 
bank  orders,  Issued  as  cnrrency,  are  received  In  de- 
posit, as  cash,  at  the  parent  bank,  and  at  every 
other  branch ;  and,  if  not,  to  report  the  excep- 
tions. 

6.  Whether  the  branch  bank  notes,  or  the  brwich 
bank  orden,  issued  as  currency,  are  at  a  diseonnt 
in  any  town  or  dty  where  a  branch  bank  Is  ritn- 
ated ;  or  in  I^dladelphia,  where  the  parent  bank  is ; 
and  if  so,  the  rata  of  said  discount. 

7.  The  amount  of  the  gold  and  diver  coin  and 
bullion  annually  remitted  by  each  branch  bank  to 
the  parent  bank,  or  to  any  other  place  by  the  order 
of  the  parent  bank,  from  ISl?  to  18S1,  inclusive. 

8.  Toe  annual  aggregate  amount  of  the  expenses 
of  the  bank  and  her  branches,  from  1817  to  1831, 
Inclusive. 

9.  The  annual  amount  of  the  expenses  of  the 
same,  for  the  same  time,  under  the  heads:  first,  of 
printers  and  editors ;  second,  attorneys  and  coun- 
sellors at  law ;  third,  contingencies. 

10.  Of  what  consists  the  caiutal  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  such  of  the  branoh  banka 
as  are  reported  In  the  nwotiily  statements  to  have 
caintal;  and  the  dUference  between  the  spede 
which  is  reported  in  one  column  to  be  on  hand,  and 
the  capital  which  is  reported  in  another. 

II.  Whether  Cerent  rates  of  exchange  are 
taken  at  any  of  the  branches,  or  at  the  parent  bank, 
on  bills  of  exohange,  as  sold  to  mercnants  or  per- 
sons in  official  stations,  and  to  the  body  of  the 
citizens. 

12.  Whether  fkcQitiea  for  obtaining  loans  are 
granted  to  persoas  In  official  stations,  which  are 
not  extended  to  the  citizens  generally. 

18.  That  the  said  Select  Committee  be  empow- 
ered to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  have 
oaths  administered  to  witnesses ;  and  that  they  be 
allowed  a  deri^  to  be  pdd  out  of  the  contingent 
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fiiod  of  the  Senate,  to  keep  the  joaroal  of  their 
proceedings,  and  to  take  minutes  of  the  eridenee, 
'and  to  do  sooh  writing  aa  the  eommittee  may 
direct. 


Thubiiut,  Febraary  9. 

The  Tariff— SedwHon  of  Dutie*. 

On  motion  of  2fr.  Hatkx,  the  remaining 
business  of  the  morning  was  postponed,  and  the 
resolntion  of  Mr.  Olat,  on  the  suhjeot  of  the 
tariff,  taken  np. 

Hr.  Cla.t  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  was 
about  to  proceed  \  when 

Hr.  Hatne  rose,  and  said,  that  before  the 
Senator  oommenoed  his  remarks,  it  was  doe  to 
him  that  be  (Mr.  H.)  should  explain  the  course 
he  intended  to  pursae.  He  proposed,  before 
the  question  was  taken,  to  call  for  a  divldon 
of  it,  BO  as  to  have  it  first  taken  on  striking  out 
the  resolation  of  the  Senator  ftom  Kentacky — 
thus  calling  upon  the  Senate  to  decide  on  the 
isolated  qaestiou,  whether  any  reduction  what- 
ever was  to  he  made  on  the  protected  articles 
during  the  present  session,  or  whether  the  re- 
daction was  to  lae  confined  to  the  unprotected 
articles,  and  should  extend  only  to  six  or  seven 
millions  of  dollars  after  the  extinction  of  the  {Inb- 
]io  debt  If  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentuttky  should  prevail,  there  would  of  coarse 
be  an  end  of  the  whole  qnestion.  But  if  the 
Saute  shonid  agree  to  stnke  out,  Us  amend- 
ment would  thai  oomo  up  for  conslderaUon, 
Knd  W0UI4  be  open  to  any  modification  the 
Senate  might  thmk  proper  to  adopt.  That 
amendment  had  been  ori^ally  intended  to 
embrace  what  he  understood  would  be  the 
proposition  of  the  free  trade  convention.  He 
had  understood,  however,  since,  that  it  varied 
somewhat  from  that  proposition;  and  when 
he  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  precise 
character  of  the  views  presented  in  tne  me- 
morial of  that  convention,  he  should  probably 
modify  his  amendment  so  as  to  conform  to  them. 
It  was  certainly  not  his  intention  to  increase 
the  taxes ;  and  he  ^nld  pat  his  amendment 
in  such  a  shape  aa  to  prednde  the  inference  that 
duties  were  to  he  imposed  on  articles  now  ad- 
mitted duty  free,  oiuess,  on  a  full  examination 
by  a  committee,  any  01  those  articles  should 
appear  to  be  fit  subjects  for  taxation.  Mr,  H. 
went  on  to  say,  that  while  he  was  up  he  would 
notice  an  error  into  wluch  he  bad  fallen  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks  on  this  subject  on  a 
former  occasion^  and  which  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  had  since  brought  to  his  view.  He 
had,  on  that  occasion,  quoted  from  an  *'  Expo- 
sition of  evidence  in  support  of  a  memorial  to 
Congress  of  tiie  Free  Trade  Oonvention,  pre- 
pued  by  Henry  Lee,  of  Boston,"  a  passage  to 
be  fbnno  in  a  note  in  which  certain  extracts 
firom  Niles's  Begister  were  referred  to  in  sup- 
port of  the  views  of  the  writer.  The  Exposi- 
tion having  just  been  put  into  his  hands,  and 
hia  attention  being  called  to  this  note,  he  had 


[FXBB17ART,  188S. 

read  to  the  Senate  a  sentence  in  which  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Niles  and  tiiose  of  Mr.  Lee  were 
so  connected  togethOT,  as  to  have  made  on  his 
mind  the  imprttulon,  for  the  moment,  that  Ihe 
whole  sentence  had  proceeded  fi*om  Mr.  NUea, 
The  error,  however,  was  corrected  in  the 
printed  speech,  which  assigns  to  Mr.  Kiles  and 
Mr.  Lee  the  sentiments  entert^ned  by  those 
geotiemen,  respectively,  with  r^ard  to  the 
character  of  the  tariff  of  1828. 

Mr.  Olat  then  proceeded  to  address  the 
Senate  in  vindication  of  bis  resolution,  and  of 
the  protecting  systonij  as  follows : 

Eight  years  ago,  it  was  my  punibl  duty 
tq  present  to  uie  Honse  of  Congress  an 
onexasgerated  picture  of  thegeneru  distreea 
perva^ig  the  whole  land,  we  must  all  yet 
remember  some  of  its  fiii^tftd  featores; 
We  all  know  that  the  people  were  then  op- 
pressed and  home  down  by  an  enormous  load 
of  debt ;  that  the  valae  of  property  was  at  the 
lowest  point  of  depresraon ;  that  minous  salee 
and  sacrifices  were  everywhere  made  of  real 
estete;  that  stop  laws  and  relief  laws  and  pi^>er 
money  were  adopted  to  save  the  people  from 
impending  destruction;  that  a  deficit  in  the 
public  revenue  existed,  which  compelled  Gov- 
ernment to  seize  upon,  and  divert  firam  its  le^t- 
imate  object,  the  appropriation  to  the  sinking 
fund,  to  redeem  the  national  debt;  and  that  onr 
commerce  and  navi^tion  were  ti^eatened  with 
a  complete  psralysu.  In  short,  rir,  if  I  were 
to  select  any-  term  of  seven  years  ainoe  tiie 
adoptiiHi  of  the  present  constitution,  which  ex- 
hibited a  scene  of  the  most  wide-spread  dismay 
and  desolation,  it  would  be  exactly  that  term 
of  seven  years  which  immediately  preened 
the  esteblishment  of  the  tariff  of  1624. 

I  have  now  to  perform  the  more  pleanng 
task  of  exhibiting  an  imperfect  sketch  of  the 
existing  state  of  Uie  unparalleled  prosperity  of 
the  country.  On  a  general  survey,  we  behold 
cultivation  extended,  the  arts  flourishing,  the 
face  of  the  country  improved,  our  people  fully 
and  profitably  employed,  and  the  -public  conn- 
tenance  eidbibiting  tranquillity,  contentment,  and 
hamrfneas.  And,  if  we  descend  into  particulara, 
we  have  the  agreeable  contemplation  of  a  peo- 

Ele  out  of  debt ;  land  rising  slowly  in  ^ne,  bat 
1  a  secure  and  salnta^  degree;  a  ready, 
though  not  extravagant  market  for  all  the  sur- 
plus productions  of  our  industry ;  innumerable 
flocks  and  herds  browsing  and  gamboling  on 
ten  thousand  hills  and  plains,  covered  with  rich 
and  verdant  grasses :  oar  cities  expanded,  and 
whole  villages  sprid^g  up,  as  it  were,  by 
enchantment;  our  exports  and  imports  in- 
creased and  increasing ;  our  tonnage,  foreign 
and  coastwise,  swelling  and  fully  occupied ;  the 
rivers  of  our  interior  animated  by  the  pmietnal 
thunder  and  lightning  of  countless  steamboats ; 
the  cniraioy  sound  and  abandant ;  the  pnblio 
debt  of  two  wars  nearijy  redeemed;  and,  to 
crown  all,  the  public  IVeasmy  overfiowing, 
embarrassing  Congress,  not  to  find  subjects  of 
taxation,  but  to  seleet  the  ol^eots  whidi  shall 
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be  liberated  from  tJbe  impost  If  the  term  of 
seven  years  were  to  be  selected  of  the  greatest 
pros^rity  which  this  people  have  ei^oyed  since 
the  establishment  of  their  present  constitution, 
it  would  be  exactly  that  period  of  seven  years 
which  immediately  followed  the  passage  of  the 
tariff  of  1824. 

This  transformation  of  tiie  oonditioa  of  the 
eoantry  from  gloom  and  distreas  to  brightness 
and  prosperity,  has  been  mainly-  the  work  of 
American  legation,  ftntering  American  in- 
dustry, instead  of  allowing  it  to  be  controlled 
by  foreign  legislation,  cherishing  foreign  indus- 
try. The  foes  of  the  American  system,  in  1824, 
with  great  boldness  and  confidence,  predicted, 
1st.  The  ruin  of  the  public  revenue,  and  the 
creation  of  a  necessity  to  resort  to  direct  taza< 
tion.  The  gentiemau  &om  Bouth  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Hatite,)  I  believe,  thought  that  the  tariff 
of  1624  would  operate  a  reduction  of  revenue 
to  the  large  amount  of  «ight  millions  of  dollars. 
2d.  The  destmotion  of  our  navigation.  8d.  The 
desolation  of  commercial  cities.  And  4th.  The 
augmentation  of  the  prioe  of  olneets  of  con- 
snmption,  and  fhrther  dedine  in  that  of  the  ar- 
tides  of  oar  exports.  Every  prediction  which 
they  made  has  failed — utterly  failed.  Instead  of 
the  ruin  of  the  public  revenue,  with  which  they 
then  sought  to  deter  us  from  the  adoption  of 
the  American  system,  we  are  now  threatened 
with  its  subversion,  by  the  vast  amouut  of  the 
public  revenue  produced  by  that  system.  Every 
branch  of  our  navigation  has  increased.  As  to 
the  desolation  of  oar  cities,  let  us  take,  as  an 
example,  the  condition  of  the  largest  and  most 
oommerdal  of  all  of  them,  the  great  Northern 
ciq>ital.  I  have  in  my  hands  the  assessed  value 
of  real  estate  in  the  dty  oi  New  York,  from 
1817  to  1881.  This  valne  is  canvassed,  contest- 
ed, scrutinized,  and- adjudged,  by  the  proper 
■worn  authorities.  It  is,  therefore,  entiUed  to 
fall  credence.  During  the  first  term,  com- 
mencing with  1817,  and  ending  in  the  year  of 
the  passage  of  the  tariff  of  1824,  the  amount  of 
the  value  of  real  estate  was,  the  first  year, 
$57,709,435,  and,  after  various  fluctuations  in 
tbe  intermediate  period,  it  settied  down  at 
$52,019,780,  exhibiting  a  decrease,  in  %even 
years,  of  $5,779,705.  During  the  first  year  of 
1825,  aft^  the  passage  of  the  tariff,  it  rose, 
and,  gradually  ascending  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  latter  period  of  seven  yeara,  it  finally,  in 
1881,  reached  the  astomshing  height  of  $96,' 
716,4851  Now,  if  it  be  sMd  that  this  rapid 
growth  of  the  city  of  New  York  was  the  effect 
oS foreign  eommercA,  then  it  was  not  correctiy 
predicted,  in  1824,  that  thetwiff  would  destroy 
foreign  commerce,  and  desolate  our  commercial 
cities.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  be  the  effect  of 
internal  trade,  then  Internal  trade  cannot  be 
Justiy  chargeable  with  the  evil  consequences  im- 
puted to  it.  The  truth  is,  it  is  the  joint  effect 
of  both  principles,  the  domestic  Industry  nour- 
ishing the  foreign  trade,  and  the  foreign  com- 
meroe,  in  tarn,  nourishing  the  domestic  indus- 
try. Nowhere,  more  than  in  New  York,  is  the 
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combination  of  both  principles  so  completely 
devdoped.  In  the  progress  of  my  argument  I 
will  consider  the  effect  upon  the  price  of  com- 
modities, produced  by  the  American  system,  and 
show  that  the  very  reverse  of  tiie  prediction 
of  its  foes,  in  1824,  has  actually  happened. 

Whilst  thus  we  behold  the  entire  fulnre  of 
all  that  was  foretold  a^^nst  the  E^^rstem,  it  is 
a  subject  of  Just  felicitation  to  its  mends,  that 
bU  tndr  anticipations  of  its  benefits  have  been 
fulfilled,  or  are  in  progress  of  fulfilment  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
made  allusion  to  a  speech  made  by  me, -in  1624, 
in  the  other  House,  in  support  of  tbe  tariff,  and 
to  which,  otherwise,  I  should  not  have  particu- 
larly referred.  Bat  I  would  ask  any  one,  who 
could  now  command  the  courage  to  peruse  that 
long  production,  what  principle  there  laid  down 
is  not  true!  what  prodlotion  then  made  haa 
been  falsified  by  practical  experience } 

It  is  now  proposed  to  abolish  the  system  to 
whioh  we  owe  so  much  of  tiie  public  proffl>erity, 
and  it  isni^ed  that  the  airiral  of  Uie  period  of  the 
redemption  of  the  pnblio  debt  has  be^  oonfldent* 
ly  looked  to  as  presenting  a  suitable  occasion  to 
rid  the  country  of  the  evils  with  wl^oh  the 
system  is  alleged  to  be  fraught  Not  an  inat- 
tentive observer  of  passing  events,  I  have  been 
aware  that,  among  those  who  were  most  eagerly 
pressing  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  and, 
upon  thiat  ground,  were  opposing  appropriations 
to  other  great  interests,  there  were  some  who 
cared  less  about  the  debt  than  the  acomplish- 
ment  of  other  objects.  But  the  people  of  the 
United  States  have  not  coupled  the  payment  of 
thmr  public  debt  witili  the  destruction  of  the 
protection  of  their  industry,  agunst  foreign  laws 
and  foreign  industry.  Tliey  have  b^  ac- 
customed to  regard  uie  extinction  of  the  pnUio 
debt  as  relief  from  a  burden,  and  not  as  uie  in- 
fliction of  a  curse.  If  it  is  to  be  attended  or 
followed  by  the  subversion  of  the  American 
system,  and  the  exposure  of  oar  establidiments 
and  our  productions  to  the  aoguarded  conse- 
quences of  the  selfish  policy  of  foreign  powers, 
tne  payment  of  the  public  debt  will  be  the 
bitterest  of  curses.  Its  fl*ait  will  be  like  the 
fnut 

"Of  that  forbidden  tree,  Irhose  mortal  taste  * 
Brought  death  into  tiie  world,  and  all  our  wo^ 
With  loss  of  Bden." 

If  tbe  system  of  protection  be  founded  on 
prindples  erroneous  in  theory,  pemioions  in 
practice — above  ^  if  it  be  unconstitutional,  as 
IS  alleged,  it  ought  to  be  forthwith  abolished, 
and  not  a  vestige  of  it  suffered  to  remiuu.  But, 
before  we  sanction  this  sweeping  denunciation, 
let  us  look  a  littie  at  this  system,  its  magnitude, 
its  ramifications,  its  duration,  and  the  bigh  au- 
thorities which  have  sustained  it.  We  shall  see 
that  its  foes  will  have  accomplished  comparar- 
tively  nothing,  after  having  achieved  their  pres* 
ent  aim  of  breaking  down  our  iron  founderies, 
our  woollen,  cotton,  and  hemp  manufactories, 
and  our  sugar  plantations.  The  destruction  of 
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these  would  uudonbtedl^  lead  to  the  sacrifioe 
of  immense  capital,  the  ruin  of  many  thousands 
of  oar  fellow-citizens,  aud  incalculable  loss  to 
the  whole  community.  But  their  prostration 
would  not  disfigure,  nor  produce  greater  effect 
upon  the  whole  system  of  protection,  in  all  its 
branches,  than  the  destruction  of  the  beautiful 
domes  upon  the  capitol  wonld  occasion  to  the 
magnifioentedifice  which  they  sormount.  Why, 
rir,  there  is  Boaroel^  an  interest,  BoaroelT  a  Tocft- 
ti<m  in  socnetj,  which  is  not  (anbraced  by  the 
benefioenoe  of  this  system. 

It  eomprehends  Onr  ooasting  tonnage  and 
trade,  from  which  all  foreign  tonnage  is  abso- 
lutely excluded. 

It  includes  all  oar  foreign  tonnage,  with  the 
inconsiderable  exception  made  by  treaties  of 
reciprocity  with  a  few  foreign  powers. 

It  embraces  our  fisheries,  and  all  our  hardy 
and  enterprising  fishermen. 

It  extends  to  all  Lower  Louisiana,  the  Delta 
of  which  might  as  well  be  submerged  again  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  which  it  has  heen  a 
gradual  conquest,  as  now  to  be  deprived  of  the 
proteotiDg  dn^  npon  its  great  stifle. 

It  affects  the  cotton  planter  himself,  and  the 
tobacco  planter,  both  of^whom  enjoy  profcectirai. 

Snch  are  some  of  the  items  m  this  vast  sys- 
tem of  proteotioDj  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
abandon.  We  might  wdl  panse  and  contem- 
plate, if  human  imagination  could  conceive  the 
extent  of  mischief  and  ruin  from  its  total  over- 
throw, before  we  proceed  to  the  work  of  de- 
struction. Its  duration  is  worthy,  also,  of 
serious  consideration.  Kot  to  go  behind  the 
constitution,  its  date  is  coeval  with  that  instru- 
ment It  began  on  the  ever  memorable  4th 
day  of  Jnly— the  4th  day  of  July,  1789.  The 
second  act  which  stands  recorded  in  the  statute 
book,  bearing  the  iUnstrions  signature  of  George 
Washington,  hdd  the  comer  stone  ot  the  whole 
^stem.  That  there  might  be  no  mistake  about 
the  matter,  it  was  then  solemnly  procMmed  to 
the  American  people  and  to  the  world,  that  it 
was  neeeasary  for  the  encouragement  and  pro- 
teetion  of  mannfactares,"  that  duties  should  be 
liud.  It  is,  in  vain  to  urge  the  small  amount  of 
tiie  measure  of  protection  then  extended.  The 
gretat  principle  was 'then  established  by  the 
fathers  of  the  constitution,  with  the  fa^er  of 
his  country  at  their  head.  And  it  cannot  now 
be  questioned,  that,  if  the  Government  had  not 
then  been  new  and  the  snlneot  untried,  a  greater 
measure  of  proteoticsi  woud  hare  hem  applied, 
if  it  had  been  supposed  necessary.  Shortly 
after,  the  master  mlads  of  Jefferson  and  Ham- 
ilton were  brought  to  act  on  this  interesting 
subject.  Taking  views  of  it  appertaining  to 
the  departments  of  foreign  affairs  and  of  the 
Treasury,  which  they  re^ectively  filled,  they 
presented,  severally,  reports  which  yet  remain 
monuments  of  their  profound  wisdom,  and 
came  to  the  same  conclusion  of  protection  to 
American  industry.  Kr.  Jefferson  ar^ed  that 
foreign  restrictions,  foreign  prohibitions,  and 
foreign  high  duties,  ought  to  be  met,  at  home, 
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by  American  restrictions,.  American  prohibi- 
tions, and  American  high  duties.  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton, surveying  the  entire  ground,  and  looking 
at  the  inherent  nature  of  the  subject,  treated  it 
with  an  ability  which,  if  ever  equalled,  has  not 
been  surpaHsd,  and  earnestly  recwnmeuded 
protection.  * 

The  subject  of  the  American  system  was 
again  brought  np  in  1820,  by  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Churman  of  the  Craunittee  on  Hann- 
factnres,  now  a  member  of  the  heach  of  tbe 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  State?,  and  the 
principle  was  snocessfully  maintained  by  the 
representatives  of  the  people ;  bat  the  bill 
which  they  passed  was  defeated  in  the  Senate. 
It  was  received  in  1824,  the  whole  ground 
carefully  and  dehberately  explored,  and  the 
bin  then  introduced,  receiving  all  the  sanctions 
of  the  constitution,  became  the  law  of  the  land. 
An  amendment  of  the  system  was  proposed  in 
1828,  to  the  history  of  which  I  refer  with  no 
agreeable  recollections.  The  bill  of  that  year, 
in  some  of  its  provisions,  was  framed  on  priu- 
ciples  directly  adverse  to  the  declared  wishes 
of  the  friends  of  the  policy  of  protection.  I 
have  heard  (without  vooching  for  the  Cact)  that 
it  was  so  framed,  upon  the  advice  of  a  prom- 
inent citizen,  now  abroad,  with  the  view  of 
ultimately  defeating  the  bill,  and  with  assar- 
ances  that,  being  altc^ther  unacceptable  to 
the  friends  of  the  American  system,  the  bill 
would  be  lost  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  most 
exceptionable  features  of  the  bill  were  stamped 
npon  it,  against  the  earnest  remonstrances  of 
the  friends  of  the  system,  by  the  votes  of 
Southern  members,  upon  a  principle,  I  thmk, 
as  unsound  in  l^islation  as  it  is  reprehensible 
in  ethics.  The  bill  was  passed,  notwitbstaDd- 
iug,  it  having  been  deemed  better  to  take  the 
bad  along  with  the  good  which  it  oontuned, 
than  r^ect  it  alt(^emer.  Snbsequent  le^skb* 
tion  has  corrected  very  much  the  «rror  then 
perpetrated,  but  still  that  measure  is  vehemently 
denounced  by  gentiemen  who  oontribated  to 
make  it  what  it  was. 

Thus,  sir,  has  this  great  system  of  protection 
been  gradually  built,  stone  upon  stone,  and  st^ 
by  step,  from  the  4th  July,  1789,  down  to  the 
present  period.  In  every  stage  of  its  progress 
it  has  received  the  deliberate  sanction  of  Con- 
gress. A  vast  mfyority  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  has  ^proved,  and  continues  to 
u>prove  it  Every  Chief  Jiapstrate  of  the 
United  States^  fnnn  Washington,  to  the  present, 
in  some  form  <x  other,  has  pren  to  it  the  au- 
thority of  hia  name ;  and,  however  the  oj^ons 
of  the  existing  President  are  Interpreted  south 
of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  on  the  north  they 
are,  at  least,  understood  to  &vor  the  establish- 
ment of  a  judieiout  tariff. 

The  question,  therefore,  which  we  are  now 
called  upon  to  determine,  is  not  whetlier  we 
shall  establish  a  new  and  doubtful  system 
policy,  just  proposed,  and  for  the  first  time 
presented  to  dor  consideration;  but  whether 
we  shall  break  down  and  destroy  a  kmg-eatab- 
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lished  system,  patientlj  and  carefhiljr  bnilt  ap, 
and  sanodoDed,  darins  a  series  of  years,  again 
and  a^D,  by  the  nanon  and  its  highest  and 
most  revered  anAorities.  And  are  we  not 
bonnd  deliberately  to  consider  whether  we  can 
prooeed  to  this  work  of  destmotion  witboat  a 
violatloQ  of  the  pablio  faith?  The  people  of 
the  United  States  hare  jaatly  supposed  that  the 
policy  of  protecting  eA«tr^  industry,  against  for- 
eign legislation  and  foreign  industry,  was  fully 
settled,  not  by  a  single  act,  but  by  repeated 
and  deliberate  acts  of  GtoTemment,  performed 
at  distant  and  fteqnent  intervals.  In  full  con- 
fldenoe  that  the  policy  was  firmly  and  un- 
changeably filed,  tboosands  upon  thousands 
have  inveated  tiidr  capital,  pnnhased  a  vast 
amonnt  of  real  and  other  estate,  made  perma- 
nent establishments,  and  accommodated  their 
indosttr.  Oan  we  expose  to  utter  and  irre- 
trievable rain  this  connUeaa  maltitode,  withoat 
Jostly  inoarring  the  reproach  of  violating  the 
national  futh  ? 

I  shall  not  discuss  the  constitutional  qiies- 
tioD.  Without  meaning  any  disrespect  to  those 
who  ruse  it,  if  it  be  debatable,  it  has  been  suf- 
ficiently debated.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Oarolloa  snflTered  it  to  &I1  unnoticed  from  his 
bud|^;  and  it  was  not  until  after  he  had 
oloaod  bis  speech  and  reanmed  his  seat,  that  it 
occurred  Co  nim  that  he  had  forgotten  it,  when 
he  agtdn  addressed  the  Senate,  uid,  by  a  sort 
of  protestation  i^unst  any  ctmolnaion  from  his 
sileooe,  put  forward  the  objection.  The  recent 
Free  Trade  Convention  at  Philadelphia,  it  is 
well  known,  were  divided  on  the  question ;  and 
althoogh  the  tt^ic  is  noticed  in  their  address  to 
the  public,  they  do  not  awa  their  own  IcUtf 
that  the  American  system  is  nnconstitational, 
bat  represmt  that  such  is  the  opinion  of  re- 
spectable portions  of  the  American  people. 
Another  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  from  a  high  source,  during  the  past 
year,  treating  this  subject,  does  not  aatert  the 
opinion  of  t£e  distingmahed  author,  but  Hatet 
that  of  others  to  be  that  it  is  nnconstitntional. 
Tmm  which  I  infer  that  he  did  not,  himself 
beUeve  it  nnoonstitaticoutL 

[Here  the  Viob  Psbbidsst  (Mr.  Oaimovs) 
interposed,  and  remarked  that  if  the  Senator 
from  Eentoeky  allnded  to  him,  he  must  say 
that  his  opinion  was,  that  the  measure  was  nn- 
constitutionaL] 

When,  sir,  said  ICr.  Olat,  I  contended  with 
yon,  ride  by  side,  and  with  perhaps  less  zeal 
tfauL  you  exhibited,  in  1816, 1  did  not  uoder- 
stuid  you  then  to  consider  the  policy  forbidden 
by  the  eonstitotion. 

(The  Vios  Fresidbkt  ag^  interposed,  and 
said  that  the  oonstitntional  question  was  not 
debated  at  that  time,  and  that  he  had  never 
«preised  an  opinion  contrary  to  that  now  in- 
timated.] 

I  give  way  with  pleasnre,  siud  Mr.  Olat,  to 
tiiese  explanations,  which  I  hope  will  always 
be  made  when  I  say  any  tbing  bearing  on  the 
iwUvidual  opimons  of  the  Ohaa,  1  know  the 
VobXi^as 
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delicacy  of  the  porition,  and  sympathize  with 
the  incuralMnt,  whoever  he  may  be.  It  is  tm^ 
the  question  was  not  debated  in  1816:  and 
why  not  t  Because  it  was  not  debatable ;  it 
was  then  believed  not  fairly  to  arise.  It  never 
has  been  made,  as  a  distinct,  substantial,  and 
leading  point  of  objection.  It  never  was  made 
until  the  discussion  of  the  tariff  of  1824,  when 
it  was  rather  hinted  at,  as  ag^nst  the  sptnf  of 
the  constitution,  than  formiuly  annouDced,  as 
being  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  that  instru- 
meat.  What  was  not  dreamt  of  before,  or  in 
1816,  and  scareely  thought  of  in  1824,  is  now 
made,  by  excited  imaginations,  to  assume  the 
imposing  form  of  a  serioos  constitutional  barrier. 

And  now,  trident,  I  have  to  make  a 
fbw  observations  on  a  delicate  subject,  which  I 
approach  with  all  the  respect  that  is  due  to  its 
senons  and  grave  nature.  They  have  not,  in- 
deed, i)een  rendered  necessary  by  the  speech  of 
the  gentieman  from  South  Ouolina,  whose  for- 
bearance to  notice  the  topic  was  oommendar- 
blCj  as  bis  argument  throughout  was  charac- 
terized by  an  ability  and  dignity  worthy  of 
him  and  of  the  Senate.  The  gentleman  made 
one  declaration,  which  might  possibly  be  nus- 
interpreted,  and  I  snbmit  to  him  whether  an 
explanation  of  it  be  not  proper.  The  declara- 
tion, as  rworted  in  hia  pnnted  spewh,  is,  "  the 
instinct  of  self-interest  might  have  bmght  us  an 
easier  way  of  relieving  ourselves  from  this  op- 
pression. It  wanted  but  the  will  to  have  sup- 
plied ourselves  with  every  article  embraced  m 
the  protective  system,  free  of  duty,  withoat 
any  other  participation  on  our  part  tiian  a  sim- 
ple consent  to  receive  them."  [Here  Mr,  Havkx 
rose,  and  remarked  that  the  passages,  which 
immediately  preceded  and  foIlow«d  the  para- 
graph cited,  he  thought,  plMnly  indicated  his 
meaning,  which  related  to  evasions  of  the  sys- 
tem, by  illicit  introduction  of  goods,  which 
they  were  not  disposed  to  countenance  in 
South  Oarolina.]  I  am  h^py  to  hear  tiiis  ex- 
planation. But,  nr.  it  is  impossible  to  conceal 
mm  oar  view  the  acts  that  there  is  great  ex- 
citement in  South  Oarolina ;  that  the  protec- 
tive system  is  openly  and  violentiy  denouncwd 
in  popular  meetings ;  and  that  the  Le^slatore 
itself  has  declared  its  purpose  of  resorting  to 
counteracting  measures — a  suspension  of  which 
has  only  been  submitted  to,  for  the  purpose  of 
allowing  Congress  time  to  reUxue  its  steps. 
With  respect  to  ttiis  Union,  Mr.  President,  the 
truth  cannot  be  too  generally  proclaimed  nor 
too  strongly  incnlcatM,  that  it  is  necessary  to 
the  whole  and  to  all  the  ports — necessary  to 
those  parts,  indeed,  in  different  degrees,  but 
vitally  necessary  to  eaeh;  and  that  threats  to 
^sturb  or  dissolve  it,  coming  from  any  of  the 
parts,  would  be  quite  as  indiscreet  and  im- 
proper, as  would  be  threats  from  tiie  reddue  to 
exclude  thrae  parts  from  the  pale  of  its  benefits. 
The  great  piindple,  which  hes  at  the  fotmda- 
tion  of  all  free  Government,  is,  that  the  ma- 
Umtj  must  govern ;  from  which  there  is  or  can 
be  no  ^ipeal  but  to  the  sword.  That  m^orit/ 
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onfflit  to  t^vem  wisely,  equitably,  moderately, 
ana  coustitationally,  but  govern  it  mvtty  sub- 
ject onij  to  that  torible  appeal.  If  ever  one, 
or  several  States,  being  a  minority,  can,  by 
menaoing  a  dissolation  of  the  Union,  snoceed  in 
forming  an  abandonment  of  great  measures 
deemed  essential  to  the  interests  and  prosperity 
of  the  whole,  the  Union,  from  that  moment, 
is  practioally  gone.  It  may  linger  on,  in  form 
and  name,  but  its  vital  spirit  has  fled  forever  I 
Entertaining  these  deliberate  opinions,  I  would 
entreat  the  patriotic  people  of  South  Caroiioa 
— the  land  of  Harion,  Sumter,  and  Pickens — of 
Butledge,  Laurens,  the  Pinckneys,  and  Lowndes 
— of  Uvii^  and  present  names,  which  I  would 
menti<Hi  if  they  were  not  living  or  present — ^to 

ganse,  solemnly  paosel  and  omtemptate  the 
ightful  precipice  which  lies  directly  before 
them.  To  retreat  may  be  painful  and  mortify- 
ing to  their  gallantry  and  pride,  bat  it  is  to  re- 
treat to  the  Union,  to  safety,  and  to  those 
brethren,  with  whom,  or  with  whose  ances- 
tors, they,  or  their  annestora,  have  won,  on 
fields  of  glory,  imperishable  renown.  To  ad- 
vance, is  to  rush  on  certdn  and  inevitable  dis- 
grace and  destmction. 

We  have  been  told  of  deserted  castles,  of 
oninhabited  hall  a,  and  of  mansions,  once  the 
seata  of  cnmlenee  and  hospitality,  now  aban- 
doned, and  mouldering  in  ruins.  I  never  had 
the  honor  of  being  in  Sonth  Oarolina ;  bat  I 
have  heard  and  rud  of  the  stories  of  m  chiv- 
alry, wd  of  its  generoas  and  open-hearted  lib- 
emity.  I  have  nea^  too,  of  the  struggles  for 
power  between  the  lower  and  upper  country. 
The  same  causes  which  existed  in  Virginia, 
with  which  I  have  been  acquainted,  I  presume, 
have  had  their  influence  in  Carolina.  In 
whose  hands  now  are  the  once  proud  seats  of 
Westover,  Curies,  Sfaycocks,  Shirley,  and 
others,  on  James  Biver,  and  in  Lower  Yirginia! 
Under  the  operation  of  laws  abolishing  the 
principle  of  primc^enitore,  and  providing  the 
eqaitaole  role  of  an  equal  distribntion  of  estates 
anumg  those  in  eqaal  degree  of  c(msangainity, 
they  have  passed  into  other  and  stranger  bauds. 
Some  of  the  descendants  of  illustrioas  families 
have  gone  to  the  for  West,  whilst  others,  lin- 
gering behind,  have  contrasted  their  present 
condition  with  that  of  their  venerated  ances- 
tors. They  behold  themselves  eioluded  from 
tbw:  fathers'  houses,  now  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  were  once  their  fathers'  overseers,  or  sink- 
ing into  decay;  their  imaginations  paint  an- 
cient renown,  the  fading  honors  of  their  name, 
glories  gone  by ;  too  poor  to  live,  too  proud  to 
work,  too  bigb-mindea  and  honorable  to  resort 
to  ignoble  means  of  acquisition,  brave,  daring, 
chivalrous,  vhat  con  be  the  cause  of  their  prea- 
VDt  unhappy  state)  The  "  accursed  tariff"  pre- 
sents itself  to  their  excited  imaginations,  and 
they  blindly  rush  into  the  ranks  of  those  who, 
unfurling  the  banner  of  nollification,  would 
place  a  State  upon  its  sovereignty! 

The  danger  to  our  Union  does  not  lie  on  the 
Bide  of  peraisteaoe  in  the  American  system,  bat 


on  that  of  its  abandonmoit  If^  as  I  have  up- 
posed  and  believe,  the  inhabitants  of  all  ncnth 
and  east  of  James  Biver,  and  all  west  of  th» 
moantains,  iudading  Louiuana,  are  deeply  in* 
terested  in  the  preservation  of  that  system, 
would  they  be  reconciled  to  its  overthrow  f 
Can  it  be  expected  that  two-thirds,  if  not  three- 
fourths,  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
would  consent  to  the*  destruction  of  a  policy 
believed  to  be  indispensably  necessary  to  tb^ 
prosperity  t  When,  too,  this  sacrifice  is  made 
at  the  instance  of  a  single  interest  which  they 
verily  believe  will  not  be  promoted  by  it  f  In 
estimating  the  degree  of  peril  which  may  be 
inddent  to  two  oppoate  courses  of  human  pol- 
icy, tiie  statesman  wonM  be  short-sighted  who 
should  content  himself  iritfa  viewing  only  the 
evils,  real  or  imaginary,  which  belong  to  that 
coarse  which  is  m  practical  operation.  He 
should  lift  hims^  up  to  the  contemplation  of 
tiiose  en*eater  and  more  oertain  dangers  whidi 
might  inevitably  attend  the  adoption  of  ^e 
alternative  course.  What  would  be  the  cona- 
tion of  this  Union,  if  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York,  those  mammoth  members  of  our  confed- 
eracy, were  firmly  persuaded  that  their  indus- 
try was  paralyzed,  and  their  prosperity  blighted, 
by  the  enforcement  of  the  British  coloniu  n^s- 
t&m,  under  the  delusive  name  of  free  trade  t 
They  are  now  tranquil,  and  happy,  and  con- 
tented, ccmscioaB  of  thdr  welfare,  and  feeling 
a  salutary  and  rapid  circulation  of  the  prod- 
ucts of  home  manufactures  and  home  industry 
throughout  all  their  great  arteries.  But  let 
that  be  checked,  let  t£em  feel  that  a  foreign 
system  is  to  predominate,  and  the  sources  of 
their  subsistence  and  comfort  dried  up;  let 
New  England  and  the  West,  and  the  Afiddle 
States,  all  febl  that  they  too  are  the  victims  of 
a  mistaken  policy,  and  let  these  vast  portions 
of  our  country  despur  of  any  favorable  chai^ 
and  then,  indeed,  might  we  tremble  for  ma 
oontdnuauce  and  safety  of  this  Union  I 


FkiDAT,  February  S. 
Celd»'aUon  of  tAe  Mrthday  of  WathinfftOTi. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Chuibebs,  the  ^oint  reso- 
lution from  the  House  for  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  make  arrangements  for  the  cel- 
ebration of  the  centennial  birthday  of  Wajdi- 
ington,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Geaubbbb,  the  Chair  was 
directed  to  appoint  the  committee. 

Mr.  Chaubebb  moved  thirteen  as  the  num- 
ber of  the  committee,  Mr,  Bitogus  twen^- 
fbor,  and  ICr.  Wxbbtbb,  five.  The  last  number 
was  adopted. 


TuBSDJLT,  Febraary  7. 

Celebration  qftA«  BiriKday  ^  FtwAln^&m. 

The  following  members  were  announced  aa 
hanog  been  appointed  by  the  Chfdr  on  thtt 
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joint  committee  for  making  arrangements  for 
oelebrating  the  centennial  birthday  of  'Waehing- 
ton,  pnrsuant  to  the  order  of  yesterday,  viz : 
Mr.  Tazswell,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Ola,t,  Mr.  WiB- 
8TBB,  and  Mr.  Tbdup. 

Tii#  joarnal  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Tazbwell  rose,  and  stud  that  he  per- 
ceived in  the  journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings 
his  name  on  the  conunittee  aj^nted  in  con- 

g notion  with  the  oonimittee  of  the  other 
onse,  fbr  the  purpose  of  maUng  arrangements 
for  the  celebration  of  the  oentenniid  birthday 
of  the  first  President  of  the  United  States.  It 
woald  be  recollected  that  the  condition  of  the 
Senate  was  anch,  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
the  joint  resolntion,  under  which  the  commit- 
tee was  appointed,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
its  presiding  officer  to  distingnish  the  dissenting 
vote  given  oy  himself  and  two  other  Senators 
in  oppositlen  to  the  measure.  Although  op- 
posed to  serving  on  the  committee,  he  would 
not  have  troubled  the  Senate  with  the  applica- 
tion he  was  about  to  make,  did  he  not  feel  it 
his  duty  to  announce  decidedly  his  swtiments 
in  relation  to  the  purpose  for  vh!cli  the  com- 
mittee was  institutea  Were  it  one  of  the 
ordinary  committees  that  he  was  then  called 
npon  to  serve  in,  he  should  not,  however  irk- 
some the  service,  have  asked  to  be  excused ; 
but  when  a  deputation  of  that  body  was  ap- 
pointed to  meet  a  committee  of  the  other 
House,  that  deputation  should  express  a  unani- 
mous opinion  in  relation  to  the  business  on 
which  they  were  to  act ;  and  he,  therefore,  en- 
tertaining different  views  from  those  intended 
by  the  resolution,  was  compelled  to  ask  the 
Senate  to  exense  him  from  serving.  Though, 
on  ordinary  occasions,  he  was  dispMod  to  muce 
a  saorifice  of  his  own  feelings,  his  own  wishes, 
and  hia  own  convenience,  yet,  on  this,  he  felt 
it  his  dni?  to  oppose,  in  the  most  decisive  man- 
ner, the  consummation  of  a  purpose,  to  the  in- 
ception ttoA  concoction  of  whicm  he  had  been 
equally  opposed.  Man-worship,  how  great  so- 
ever die  man,  Mr.  T.  s^d  he  would  ever 
oppose.  For  these  reasons,  he  hoped  the  Sen- 
ate would  appoint,  in  his  place,  some  other 
gentleman,  whose  sentiments  and  feelings  i>et- 
ter  qualified  him  to  serve  on  the  committee. 
Mr.  T.  was  then  excused. 
Mr.  Tbodp  also  asked  to  be  excused  from 
serving  on  the  committee.  Mr.  T.  spoke  in  so 
low  a  tone  of  voice,  as  to  be  scarcely  audible 
in  the  reporter's  seat ;  bnt  he  was  understood 
to  ^ve  the  same  reasons  for  wishing  to  be  ex- 
cused as  were  given  by  Mr.  Tazswell. 

Mr.  WniTB,  at  a  subsequent  part  of  the  day, 
also  asked  to  be  excused.   He  sfud  that  pre- 
cisely the  same  reasons  assi^ed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  disqualified  him  from  serv- 
ing. He,  too,  was  opposed  to  the  leaolntion, , 
and  had  voted  against  it. 
Mr.  W.  was  likewise  excused. 
Mr.  Smith  also  requested  to  be  excused,  in 
conseqnence  of  ill  health.   He  had  been  indis- 
posed in  consequenoe  of  joining  in  celebrating 


(Barate. 

the  8th  of  January,  and  was  compelled  to  con- 
fine himself,  within  doors  when  not  engaged  in 
duty  at  the  Senate,  especially  in  the  evenmg. 
Mr.  S.  was  accordingly  excased. 

The  Tarif— Seduction  <if  JhUitt. 

Mr.  Manoum  s^d :  The  resolntion  upon  the 
table  contains  matter  of  high  and  great  import. 
It  involves  piindplea  mining  m  deep  and 
dangerxma  connection  with  tlie  interestfl-  and 
pasnona  of  great  masses  of  tiiia  ooofederaoy. 
It  involves  a  final  decision  upon  this  tariff  pol- 
icy, now  presented  in  a  naeed,  unmitigated— 
ay,  aggravated  form,  I  cannot  but  regard  it  as 
the  most  momentous  question  which  has  ever 
been  submitted'to  any  deliberative  assembly  in 
this  country,  since  the  adoption  of  the  federal 
constitntion — as,  indeed,  the  most  fearfully  mo- 
mentous that  has  ever  occurred  in  the  whole 
history  of  the  American  people,  with  the  dn- 
gle  exception  of  the  declaration  of  American 
independence. 

This  policy,  in  its  inception  tmd  in  its  pro^ 
ress,  has  been  marked  with  stma^es,  moea, 
fierce,  and  resolved.  In  some  portions  of  the 
Union,  all  the  elements  of  disoontent  are  stiiv 
ring  and  heaving  in  frightM  a^tation.  The 
passions  are  thron^g  to  the  contest.  It  is  no 
longer  discussed  as  a  question  of  political  econ- 
omy, bnt  as  a  naked  question  of  liberty.  Shall 
this  course  of  things  endure  longer  f  Is  there 
any  lover  of  his  country  who  can  contemplate 
it  witJiont  deep  and  painful  reflections?  Shall 
this  beautiftal  fabric 'of  onr  liberties  be  perilled 
in  a  contest  of  mere  selfish  interests,  uncalled 
for  by  the  exigencies  of  -the  ooontry,  and  unre- 
deemed by  any  high,  noble,  and  patriotic  con- 
siderations I 

TMs  qnestion  has  been  argued  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Eentaeky,  (Mr.  Out,)  upon  the 
assumption  that  a  large  portion  of  wxin  country 
are  laboring  for  an  entire  demolition  of  thoee 
wtablishments ;  and  appeals  have  been  made  to 
excite  every  motive  of  interest,  and  aronse 
every  selfish  principle,  to  rally  around  this 
tariff  system,  and  protect  it  from  the  asssalts 
of  its  ruthless  assauants. 

Sir,  these  apjteals  have  been  made  with  ad- 
mirable sagacity — with  a  deep  conviction  that 
the  system  can  be  maintMued  only  by  arousing 
the  pasraons,  and  excluding  the  lights  of  calm 
and  sober  reason.  Bnt,  E^r,  has  uiis  assump- 
tion any  foundation  in  ftott  Is  thm  any 
party  in  thb  eonntrr  that  seeks  to  demolish  the 
mann&cturioff  estwlisfaments?  Is  there  anv 
which  is  not  deeply  impressed  with  the  diffiouh 
and  delicate  responsibility  of  re-organiring  our 
system  of  imposts,  and  adjusting  the  dntiec^ 
with  a  due  regard  to  all  the  great  interests  <n 
the  country  ?  If  there  be  any  such  party,  it  is 
unknown  to  me.  Sir,  the  great  olgect  of  those 
whom  I  represent,  and  witj^  whom  I  associate, 
is  to  adjust  this  system  so  as  to  approximate, 
as  near  as  may  be,  an  equal  participation  in  the 
burdens  and  benefits  of  the  Government. 

What  is  the  effect  of  the  resolntion  upon  the 
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table  f  It  IB  to  aggravate  the  evil.  It  is  to  tax 
the  Deoeesariea  of  the  poor  mao,  wljile  the  rich 
may  rerel  in  Inxmiw,  as  free  ttorn  taxaUoa  as 
the  air  he  breathes.  It  is  to  increase  the  cx- 
travafftnt  bonnties  already  enjoyed  by  the  rich 
oapiUuiat,  by  diminisbiiig  the  oost  of  many  of 
the  articles  which  enter  into  the  oonsamption 
of  hia  establishment.  The  duties  in  the  shape 
of  proteotioa  remain  the  same  nominally,  wbue 
in  tact  they  are  enhanced  to  the  whole  amount 
of  deduction  ft-om  the  prices  of  articles  con- 
sumed by  the  manufacturer  and  his  laborers. 

The  only  feature  of  mitigation  is  to  be  found 
in  the  reduction  of  the  amount  of  revenue. 
This,  however,  is  more  than  counterbalanced 
by  the  increased  inequality  in  the  action  of  the 
system.  But  if  a  system  of  imposts  shall  be 
adopted  in  pursoance  of  the  policy  of  the  reso- 
lotioDf  what  will  be  the  extent  the  redaction 
of  the  revenue  t  Th»  Senator  from  Kentucky 
estimates  it  at  seven  millions  of  dollars ;  others 
are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  between  five 
and  six  \  suppose  it  to  be  seven  millioiu,  we 
should  then  have  an  annual  revenue  varying 
between  eighteen  and  twenty-three  millioDS  of 
dollars,  when  the  actual  necesrities  of  the  Gov- 
ernment would  not,  and  ought  not  to  require 
more  than  ten  millions  to  be  raised  by  revenue.' 
The  people  ore  then  to  be  taxed  from  ei^t  to 
twelve  and  even  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  ao- 
nnally,  more  than  the  actual  wants  of  tiie  Got- 
ttnment,  if  the  policy  indioated  by  this  resoln- 
tim  diaU  ultimately  prevail.  Sir,  can  this  p<>l- 
icy  soothe  the  disoontenta-of  the  pablio  mind, 
and  restore*harmony  to  the  distracted  councils 
of  this  country  f  Can  it  heal  those  divisions 
that  have  so  extensively  and  fearfully  impaired 
the  oonfidenoe  and  sundered  the  affections  of 
distant  and  important  parts  of  this  confeder- 
acy? 8ir,  it  cannot  The  whole  South  will 
regard  it  with  fixed  aversion.  They  will  view 
it  as  a  proof  that  our  distant  brethren  have  but 
little  re«peot  for  onr  feelings ;  that  they  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  our  Mendly  remonstrances,  and 
heed  not  th&  narrative  of  our  violated  rights 
and  moltiplied  wrtwgs.  it  does  Tioleiioe 
to  every  conception  of  a  free  Government.  It 
is  BubvernTe  of  every  maxim  of  an  enlif^t- 
ened  politioal  eo(»UMny,  and  it  is  utterly  re- 
gardless of  that  confidence  and  affection  ce- 
mented by  mutual  interest,  which  constitute 
the  broad  basis — and  the  only  ba^s — upon 
which  rests  the  noble  structure  of  our  free  In- 
Btitntioos.  It  is  the  part  of  wisdom,  taking 
broad  and  statefimui-like  views,  and  looking 
afar  off,  to  persevere  in  a  policy  which,  by  six 
or  seven  contiguous  States  in  we  Union,  is  be- 
lieved to  bring  to  them  nothing  bat  pure, 
onmixed  avi],  uid  which  »  large  minority  of 
the  people  <tf  that  region  believe  to  be  in  vio- 
latioq  of  the  iquiit  and  i^uudples  <tf  Uie  con- 
flttfention? 


[Febkdabt,  1882. 


WiDSESDAT,  Febniary  8. 
CeUbratum  <if  th^  Birthday  of  Weuhingten. 

Hx.  DioEBBSON  said  that,  perceiving  his  name 
pn  the  place  oS  Ur.  Wbitb|  excasM]  on  the 
committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  oommemoritioa 
of  Washington's  birthday,  he  wished  to  be  ex- 
cused from  serving  upon  it,  for  the  same  rea- 
sons which  were  pven  by  the  gentlemen  who 
were  yesterday  excused.  He  was  not  in  favor 
of  tiie  object  for  which  the  committee  was 
appointed,  nor  did  he  vote  for  the  resolution. 
He  wished  to  pay  all  possible  respect  to  the 
memory  of  Washington.  He  hoped  tiie  Senate 
would  adjourn  over  that  dior*  and  nnite  with 
other  citizens  in  the  usual  observances  of  the 
day.  Bat  he  coold  see  no  good  reason  why 
Congress  shonld  depart,  on  this  occasion,  from 
Uie  castomary  mode  of  bonoriiw  the  day.  He 
wished  to  be  excused  from  serrmg  on  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Hatbk  Boggested  to  the  Senator  that,  as 
his  name  was  ap<m  the  committee,  and  as  sev- 
eral gentlemen  had  already  been  excused,  he 
had  better  remain  a  member  of  it ;  and,  if  he 
had  any  objections  to  any  other  observance  of 
the  day  than  an  adjourmnent,  he  could  state 
them  to  the  joint  committee,  who  would,  pov 
haps,  be  governed  by  his  suggestions. 

Mr.  DioEEBsoN  felt  DO  disposition,  he  said,  to 
go  into  the  committee  for  the  purpose  of  op- 
poung  the  views  and  demgns  (Hfthe  mqjoi^  of 
that  committee.  It  woud  be  unpleasant  to 
him  to  be  placed  in  that  situation.  He  would 
propose  to  withdraw  from  it  entirely. 

Mr.  MiLLEB  called  for  the  reading  of  the  res- 
olution ;  and,  after  it  was  read,  he  remarked 
that,  as  the  resolution  agreed  to  assume  that 
we  shall  join  the  House  in  celebrating  the 
day,  gentlemen  could  have  no  objection  to 
serving  on  the  committee.  Having  adopted 
the  resolution,  he  thought  the  Soiate  was 
bound  to  proceed  in  the  aoocnDpUsbment  of  the 
dengn. 

lu.  FoBSYTH  was  not  {ffesent,  he  sud,  when 
the  resolution  was  passed.  He  thought  it  aa 
improper  mode  of  paying  respect  to  ue  mem- 
ory of  the  deceased.  He  was  also  onlnforined 

how  the  expenses  of  the  ffite,  if  there  was  to 
be  one,  were  to  be  defrayed.  He  was  willing 
to  excQse  the  bonwable  Senator  from  New 
Jersey,  if  he  believes  he  coold  not,  with  pro- 
prietyj  consent  to  join  in  the  objects  of  the 
committee. 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in 
favor  of  excusing  the  Senator. 

(The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
ultimately  consisted  of  Mr.  Clat,  Mr.  Wbb- 
STBB,  Mr.  FourDKXTKB,  Mr.  Chambbbs,  and  Mr. 
Bob.] 

Imputed  Jllsnal  Ourren^  of  tAtf  Sanlt  qf  the 
United  Stata  in  the  Form  of  Branch  Bank 
Orden  or  $maU  DrcflM  on  the  Mother  Bant, 

Mr.  Dallas  moved  that  the  report  reorived 
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yesterday  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
m  reply  to  Hr.  Bbitton's  resolaUon,  makiag 
inquiries  in  relation  to  the  currency  of  the 
Bank  of  the  ITnited  States,  be  priuted,  and  re- 
ferred to  Hie  Sdect  Oommittee  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Hkstos  add  Lis  statement  of  the  amount 
of  this  apedes  of  oarrency  in  circulation,  was 
mere  matter  of  opinion  when  he  spoke  upon 
the  sabjeot  two  weeks  a^.  The  bank,  in  none 
of  its  reports  or  publications,  had  ever  discrim- 
inated between  the  notes  and  the  orders ;  and, 
judging  from  the  universality  of  the  orders  in 
the  West,  he  had  formed  an  opinion  that  they 
must  amount  to  about  ten  millions.  Senators, 
who  supposed  him  to  say  thirty  or  forty  mil- 
lions, must  have  taken  an  expression  which  re- 
lated to  the  whole  amonnt  of  tbe  bank  issues, 
#  notes  and  orders,  which  are  returned  at  forty 
millions.  To  settle  the  qnestlon,  however,  and 
to  ascertain  the  qnantlty  of  orders  out,  be  bad 
submitted  a  call  opon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and,  if  be  bad  not  &e  informa^on, 
through  him  upon  the  president  of  the  bank, 
to  ascertain  tbe  amonnt.  That  call  had  been 
answered.  It  was  received  yesterday,  and 
gives  rise  to  the  present  motions  for  references 
to  different  committees.  From  that  answer 
we  see  that  tbe  practice  of  issning  orders  as 
currency  b^an  in  July,  1827 ;  and  that  about 
seven  millions  bad  been  issued  since  that  time. 
Of  this  seven  millions,  about  five  millions  are 
believed  to  be  in  actual  circulation ;  which,  in 
Caot,  was  less  than  be  bad  expected.  But  tbe 
cause  of  bis  miscaloulatioa  was  riiown  in  &e 
President's  answer. 

He  (Mr.  6.)  had  supposed  that  all  the 
branches  iasned  this  desraipdon  of  currency ; 
but,  in  looking  over  the  statement  sent  in,  be 
found  that  the  more  remote  and  frontier 
branches  alone  were  set  at  this  work ;  while 
the  great  branches  in  the  capitals  and  empo- 
riums of  tbe  old  States,  and  m  this  capital  of 
ilie  XJnion,  did  no  such  thing.  The  Southern 
and  Western  branches  made  mese  issues,  and  a 
few  others  of  tbe  smaller  class ;  but  the 
branches  in  Richmond,  Baltimore,  New  York, 
Boston,  and  this  city,  issued  none.  Why  this 
difference  t  Is  it  that  the  intelligence  of  the 
gttait  cities  would  detect  the  draerenoe  be- 
tween a  note  and  aoi  order,  while  the  inbab- 
itants  of  tiie  South  and  Wast,  and  other  re- 
mote or  obscure  places,  would  take  the  orders 
▼iUiont  knowing  the  difference,  like  unfledged 
robins  swallow  me  gravel  which  wantoif  boys 
throw  tbem  in  place  of  crumbs  of  bread  ? 

Mr.  Djlixas  said  that  he  did  not  precisely 
understand  whether  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
aoori  intended  his  present  resolution  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  tbe  one  he  had  presented,  on  a  for- 
mer day,  in  relation  to  the  same  object  [Mr. 
Bbston  said  yes,  with  the  exception  of  print- 
ing.] Mr.  Dallas  said  the  question  was  one  of 
great  interest,  and  moved  uiat  the  report  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  tiie  Sdect  Committee 
on  tiie  salject  ffiT  the  bank.  He  wished  to 
atote  one  importaat  fkct,  yix^  that  the  whole 
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amount  of  these  orders  did  not  exceed  five 
millions  of  dollars.  He  stated  this,  because  it 
had  been  asserted  by  tbe  gentleman,  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  that  the  amount  was  thirty  or 
forty  nuUions.  Another  allega^on  was,  that 
tbe  effect  of  these  orders  was  to  drain  the  ap»- 
eie  from  the  western  and  south  western  portions 
of  the  Union.  Mr.  D.  sud,  it  appeared,  from 
the  statements  of  tbe  bank,  tb^  during  tbe 
period  of  five  years,  the  a^regate  amonnt  of 
specie  from  New  Orleans  did  not  exceed  five 
millions,  and  but  eight  millions  from  the  whole 
Western  country.  He  thought  it  incumbent 
upon  him  to  communicate  these  facts  to  the 
Senate,  to  prevent  any  misconception  in  conse- 

Jnenoe  of  the  assertions  which  bad  been  made, 
n  relation  to  the  question  of  referring  the 
subject  to  the  Commirtee  on  tite  Jndiciary,  Mr. 
D.  siud  that  the  question  as  to  tbe  legality  of 
the  bank  drafts  had  been  decided  by  the  judi- 
cial tribunals  of  Uie  connti7,  and  tiie  reference 
to  tiie  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  seemed  to 
involve  a  question  which  bad  already  been  de- 
cided. It  seemed  to  him  that  the  subjeot 
should  be  referred  to  the  committee  that  had 
the  qaeation  of  tbe  rechartering  of  the  bank  in 
their  charge,  with  Hie  design  that  tbey  might 
inquire  into  tbe  subject,  and,  if  they  found  It 
improper  or  injurious,  to  forbid  the  practice  in 
the  future  chuter,  if  the  bank  sbonld  be  re- 
chartered.  In  this  light,  he  though  tbe  subject 
belonged  peculiarly  to  the  Select  Oommittee  on 
the  :^k  of  tbe  United  States,  as  the  1«^ 
qnestion  had  been  already  judicially  decided, 
and  that,  therefore,  there  was  no  propriety  in 
the  referoice  to  the  Judicial  Committee. 

Mr.  Suite  made  snne  remarks,  which  were 
indistinctly  beard.  He  was  understood  to  say 
that,  in  relation  to  tbe  bank's  drawing  spetne 
from  the  West,  that  such  was  not  the  effect 
there,  more  than  in  other,  portions  of  the 
Union,  which  effect  had  been  caused  by  the 
dreadful  pressure  of  trade  over  the  whole  coun- 
try ;  and  that  tbe  specie  did  not  go  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  but  to  England.  The 
specie  drawn  from  Baltimore  was  as  great  as 
that  which  had  been  drawn  from  the  Western 
States,  or  anywhere  else.  When  the  bank  is 
called  on,  said  JSr.  8.,  it  oaonot  denythe  p^mmt 
of  the  qtecie  ibr  these  orders.  How  eUe  osn 
thcrbank  manage  tiion  asth^  now  do?  Most 
they  go  to  sU  tbe  branch  banks  for  ud,  on 
every  occasion  ?  Without  this  currency,  they 
cannot  avoid  it.  It  is,  therefore,  a  necessary 
practice  to  obviate  the  difficulties  which  would 
otherwise  be  insurmountable. 

Mr.  BbntOK  rose  to  say  a  word  in  answer  to 
the  venerable  Senator  from  Maryland,  (tSr. 
Surra.)  That  Senator  was  not  present  when 
this  ^sonssioa  began,  and  bad  not  heard  the 
pspers  read,  upon  wtuch  it  was  founded. 
These  papers  showed  tliat  the  branches  in 

aoestion  had  been  sending  up  hard  money  to 
le  parent  fiank,  for  years  bwore  the  ejcpcnts- 
tixm  of  spede  began.  The  rendttanoes  frtxa 
the  South  and  West  dated  fhm  1827— the  ex- 
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portation  had  only  beguD  in  Jtiiie  last.  It  was 
not  a  call,  in  distress,  wbioh  the  bank  had 
made,  bat  a  sjstomatio  abduction,  which  had 
been  going  on  for  jears.  Every  Sonthern  and 
Western  branch  was  drained  of  its  specie  by 
this  process.  The  disproportion  between  the 
specie  on  hand,  and  tlie  paper  pnt  ont  hj  these 
branches,  waa  excessive,  enormons,  and  ap- 

eig.  At  Pittebnig,  for^  to  one ;  at  Lex- 
0,  twenty  to  one ;  at  NashTille,  twenty  to 
one ;  at  New  Orleans,  mxteen  to  one ;  at  Fay- 
etteriUe,  North  Oarolinsy  about  seventy  to  one. 
6n<dt  were  the  returns  of  last  December.  It 
was  the  abduction  of  the  precioos  metnls  which 
had  rednoed  the  Sonthern  and  Western  branoh- 
esf  to  this  lean  and  famished  condition,  of  which 
he  complained.  It  was  of  the  cnrrwcy,  lUegal  ^ 
and  dangerous,  for  which  there  was  no  ade- 
qnat«  means  of  redemption,  that  he  was  now 
demanding  inrestigations,  and  beseeching  the 
Aiends  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  not  to 
fly  it.  ■ 

Mr.  Dallas  s^d  that  he  wonld  call  tiie  at- 
tenti<Hi  of  the  Senate  to  some  remarin  which 
had  foDen  from  the  gentleman  from  Hiwraii 
He  was  desirons  to  correct  oertain  errors  whitii 
that  gentleman  bad,  no  doubt  unintentionally, 
fiallen  into  in  relation  to  the  United  States 
Bank,  In  hia  remu-ka  of  this  morning.  He  has 
stated  that  tiie  effect  of  the  paper  oorrency  is 
to  distress  the  Southwestern  and  Western 
States,  and  that  they  were  the  sections  exolu- 
BiTely  where  the  orders  were  sent ;  that  it  waa 
the  borders  and  unenlightened  parts  of  society 
that  were  chosen,  &c.  I  have  only  to  remark, 
that  the  towns  of  Providence,  Burlington, 
UUoa,  Bnffalo,  Pittsborg,  and  others,  where  an 
•cpial  or  greater  amount  is  sent,  are  not  in  the 
nnmlif^tened  condition  which  the  gentleman 
aapposes,  nor  in  the  soothwesteni,  or.  quite  In 
the  western  extremities  of  this  UnHnL  Ur.  D. 
read  a  statement  of  the  amonnt  sent  to  each  of 
the  branches  in  these  and  other  places,  show- 
ing that,  instead  of  the  currency  being  confined 
to  the  West,  it  was  circnlating  in  every  portion 
of  the  country ;  and  that,  by  recurring  to  the 
Btatenwut  of  the  bank,  they  wonld  find  that 
the  Ancient  Dominion  was  not  excepted.  To 
Norfolk  there  were  also  bank  orders  sent ;  that 
they  had,  therefore,  been  difibsed  thronghont 
the  various  sections  of  the  Union,  and  to  the 
various  branch  banks  in  the  Eastern  and  Kid- 
dle and  Sontiiena,  as  well  as  to  the  Western 
States.  I  win  refer,  said  Mr.  D^  to  anothw 
mistake  which  the  gentleman  has  feilen  into. 
He  says  that  the  West  is  drained  of  Its  gold  and 
silver.  Now,  by  the  statement  of  the  bank,  it 
seems  that,  of  all  the  specie  that  is  drawn  from 
the  West,  there  are  five  millions  drawn  from 
New  Orleans  alone,  and  all  that  is  drawn  from 
the  whole  Western  country  is  but  eight  mil- 
lions— ^which  leaves  only  three  millions  from 
that  entire  portion  of  the  Union,  exdnuve  of 
New  Orleans,  which  city  I  presimie  the  gen- 
tleman would  not  accuse  of  beioA  unmlight- 
SBoed,  and  whioh  ia  peealiarij  well  dtnated  to 
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be  the  channel  of  specie.  There  were,  then, 
but  three  millions  drawn  from  those  parts  of 
the  West  which  could  be  called  frontier  settle- 
ments. They  had  thus  contributed  almost  noth- 
ing— oomparatively  nothing — when  the  whole 
amount  pud  to  the  bank  by  other  portions  of 
the  country  was  considered.  Mr.  D.  felt  it  hia 
duty  to  express  these  sentiments  to  the  Swate, 
that  they  might  know  the  trae  state  of  the 
ease,  and  tiie  reaswa  why  he  had  moved  to 
refer  the  report  to  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
bank  subject. 

Mr.  Johnston  said  that  he  did  not  suppose 
that  the  question  should  be  discussed  at  this 
time  by  the  Senate,  but  that  it  ahonld  be  left  to 
the  Select  Committee ;  and,  if  any  question  for 
which  the  present  discnssion  would  be  proper, 
it  would  be  on  the  reoharteriog  of  the  buik ; 
to  which  point  there  would  be  a  more  suitable 
application  of  the  argnments  of  the  gentleman 
from  Misbouri.  Sir,  I  listened  to  the  gentle- 
man with  astonishment  the  other  day,  and  was 
anrprised  at  his  exratement  upon  the  snlgect. 
I  think  he  must  certainly  be  somewhat  pran- 
dieed,  or  that  he  does  not  comprehend  the  in- 
terests of  the  Western  people  with  regard  to 
this  subject.  Sir,  what  great  evils  have  been 
experienced  from  the  circulation  of  these  orders 
in  the  West  since  they  were  first  issued  t  Tbaj 
were  issned  because  it  was  difficult  to  carry  on 
the  concerns  of  the  institution  withont  them. 
It  was  said  the  bank  had  failed,  because  the 
managers  had  said  that  it  was  impoasible  to 
pay  the  bills  in  every  portion  of  uie  Union, 
whenever  they  might  be  presented,  and  specie 
demanded.  But,  sir,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  equally  the  liberty  of  exchange  with 
the  other  bankSj  and  an  equal  oorreney,  with 
more  gold  and  silver ;  yet  this  oonid  not  be  ex- 
pected if  the  branch  banks  tonld  not  ^ve 
checks  on  one  mother,  and  on  the  parent  insti- 
tution. Does  not  the  very  idea  of  a  branch 
bank  include  this  privilege  t  Would  it  be  vio* 
latiog  its  charter  to  exert  it  ?  And  does  not 
the  parent  bank  now  exchange  with  thiau  these 
orders  as  well  as  smaller  sums  of  money  for 
the  benefit  and  convenience  of  the  public  t 
Sir;  Ihe  banks  not  only  pay  these  small  bill^ 
but  give  ohecks  on  one  another,  and  in  this 
way  the  exchange  is  midntainea.  And  the 
banks  cannot  be  oondneted  or  the  people  ao- 
oommodated  in  any  other  way.  Mr.  J.  said  he 
did  not  wish  to  engage  &e  attuition  of  the 
Senate  hinuelj^  or  interrnpt  the  debate  <m  other 
snbiects.  But  when  he  saw  this  question  in* 
trodoced  in  this  peculiar  manner,  by  submitting 
resolutions  calling  for  information,  and  then, 
before  it  was  obtained,  to  proceed  with  a  pre- 
mature disons^on  calculated  to  mislead  the 
poblic — inflame  their  minds — and  excite  their 
prfgudices  against  the  bank — ^he  felt  it  his  dut7 
to  explain  the  object  of  these  orders,  and  ^ow 
that  they  were  not  fraught  with  mischief,  and 
followed  by  distress  and  ruin,  as  the  gentleman 
had  attempted  to  induce  us  to  believe.  The 
gentleman  has  s^d  that  there  were  to  the 
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amcHiDt  of  fortT'  milUons  of  these  orders  in  cir- 
cidation ;  and  that  the  whole  West  was  drained 
of  Its  gold  and  silver.  Whj,  sir,  I  know  that 
this  is  not  the  ease.  I  was  myself  at  New  Or- 
leans last  season,  and  I  know  that,  for  the  five 
millions  sent  to  the  parmt  bank,  there  were 
nine  millions  retarned  from  the  markets  of  onr 
produoe  to  replaoe  it ;  and,  so  fer  from  there 
being  a  deficienej  of  gold  and  silver,  the  gen- 
eral aoxietT'  was  to  know  what  to  do  with  tt 
Does  not  the  gentleman  know  that  the  rich 
-coantries  of  Mexico  and  the  other  gold  and  sil- 
ver regions  are  directly  open  to  onr  trade! 
fDut  onr  prodnoe  is  sent,  oat  there,  and  out 
ships  oome  home  loaded  with  specie  t  This  Is 
the  general  oonne  and  eflFect  of  that  trade; 
and  when  the  specie  is  bronght  into  Kew  Or- 
leans, the  great  qnesdon  is  how  to  dispose  of 
It  This  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  per- 
forms for  ns  by  tranmorting  it  at  their  own 
expense.  Sir,  when  the  qnMtion  comes  np  in 
order  before  the  Senate,  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
satisfy  yon  that  the  Western  people  are  bene- 
fited, instead  of  being  injured,  by  this  car- 
renoy ;  and  that  the  oiromation  of  the  specie 
ooold  not  be  effected  wi&ont  the  ud  of  this 
tmngemratt 

The  motion  of  Hr.  BnraoH  was  then  laid  on 
Khfltablfc 


Thubsdjlt,  February  0. 

The  nndiitioiis  sabmitted  yesterday  by  Kr. 
Bnroir  and  Hr.  Spuavi  were  considered  and 
ttdqvted. 

The  Tariff— Seduction  qf  LmHo. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Olat's  resolution  respecting' the  tariff. 

Ur.  Ttlbb,  of  Viiwoia,  n^d :  The  honorable 
Senator  from  Keatacky  (Ur.  Out)  had  drawn 
a  glowing  piotnre  of  the  oondithm  of  the  ooon- 
try.  T5a  kid  spoken  of  this  as  the  golden  ugi 
oS  these  oonfederated  States.  By  the  magic  of 
his  eloquence  he  had  timnsported  as  to  what, 
with  dassioal  taste,  he  was  pleased  to  call.  La 
Belle  Bividre,  and,  saUing  down  its  stream,  he 
pointed  oat  to  ns  a  smifuig,  animated  scene — 
Ttlli^eB  rising  np  in  endless  suocession  on  its 
banlu,  while  the  were  gaily  meeting  as  at 
every  step.  From  thence  he  led  ns  into  the 
interior  of  his  own  State,  and  there  again  all 
was  beaatifnl  and  enticing.  Widely  extended 
lairne— animated  groves — and  hills  covered 
with  nomberieas  flocks.  All  was  gay — all  was 
bentifiil — all  enclunting:  He  th&  translated 
OS  to  the  Korth,  and  again  we  stood  in  &iiy 
land.  Here  flooiished  the  arts,  and  the  bozi 
of  indostry  arose  from  nnmberiess  villages. 
And,  finally,  to  tonoh  off  with  still  deeper  tint 
the  glowing  sxne,  he  pointed  to  ns  that  great 
mart  of  commerce,  the  city  of  New  T(H-k— the 
modem  Tyre.  Bat  the  honorable  Senator  here 
stopped — ^hia  pencil  fell  from  his  hands,  when 
he  tamed  to  uie  Son^  and  she  was  not  foand 
i^w  his  eauTsa,    where  were  her  lidng 
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towns?  Where  her  lawns,  her  animated 
groves,  and  living  hills  t  I  said  she  was  not 
on  his  canvas — I  mistake — she  was  there,  hat 
she  was  enveloped  in  gloom.  She  had  ven- 
tured to  atter  oomplsinta — to  pnt  forth  her 
grievances  respectMly,  bat  strongly — and  she 
was  scowled  upon — reprehended  as  uttering  an- 
founded  complaints,  entertuning  nnwise  opin- 
ions, and  as  advocating  a  system  which  woald 
recolonize  America.  If  the  Senate  could  see 
nothing  in  all  this  to  justify  complaint^ben ' 
are  welndeed  fairly  sabjeot  to  reproach.  What, 
nrl  could  not  that  fervid  and  glowing  fancy 
create  one  animated  spot— find  one  oa^  in  the 
wildemesa  of  gloom,  on  which  to  rest?  How 
comes  this,  Mr.  President  f  Is  there  any  thing 
in  soil,  in  oUmate,  in  position,  to  explain  It  t 
Do  we  BOW  and  not  re«>  t  Has  the  earth  sud- 
denly refused  to  ^eld  to  as  her  harvests! 
Oomparisons  are  said  to  be  odious ;  but  I  only 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  others,  and  rely  upon 
citatiom  which  have  already  been  made  in  this 
debate.  Look  to  Mr.  Gree's  pamphlet  of  1750, 
upon  which  the  honorable  Senator  so  strongly 
relied,  urging  upon  the  British  Government  uie 
adoption  of  a  policy  which  would  prohibit  the 
ase  qS  madiinery  in  tiie  ooloide^  and  omimel 
them  to  take  the  manofactured  goods  of  the 
mother  country.  That  writer  dwells  with  ap- 
parent ddight  on  the  pn^table  exchanges 
which  would  be  carried  on  with  the  South; 
there  would  be  raised  the  richest  products  in 
the  raw  state,  which  wonld  be  exchanged  for 
the  costiy  manufactures  of  England.  Of  the 
Nortii,  that  writer  speaks  in  terms  of  oppro- 
brium and  contumely :  "  The  cast-off  rags 
wonld  do  for  the  North.  New  England  and 
the  Northern  colonies  have  not  commodities 
and  products  enough  to  send  us  in  return  for 
their  necessary  clothing,  but  are  under  great 
di£Bcttlti6s,  and,  therefore,  any  ordinary  sort  will 
sell  with  them.  And,  when  they  have  grown 
out  of  &shioD  with  OS,  they  are  new-fiiahioned 
enough  there."  Mark  you,  Mr.  President,  tUs 
is  not  my  language ;  it  is  the  language  of  the 
pamphlet,  inbrodnced  and  read  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Kentucky.  I  beg  leave  to 
give  you  an  anecdote  which  u  said  to  have  oc- 
curred at  the  table  of  General  Washington, 
shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the  federal  consti- 
tution. I  do  not  vouch  for  it,  but  have  often 
heard  it  mentioned  by  others.  The  party  con- 
sisted of  several  Southern  gentiemen,  and  one 
:  gentieman  from  the  North.  That  great  and 
good  man  was  dw^Hng  on  the  bene^ts  which 
would  arise  from  the  adoption  of  the  oonstita- 
tion;  he  portrayed  the  ooantieas  blessings 
whidi  it  would  bring  to  the  South — dwelt  on 
its  rich  productions,  and  tihe  profitable  Inter- 
change which  it  wonld  carry  on  with  all  parts 
of  t^e  world.  At  length,  turning  to  his  North- 
em  friend,  he  inquired,  *'  But  what  will  the 
North  do  k "  The  brief  and  laconic  answer 
was,  "  We  will  live  by  our  wits."  And  well 
has  this  reply  been  realised.  By  tiieir  wits 
they  have  acquired  modi  of  Ute  weahli  whidi 
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properly  t^pertains  to  a  more  gepial  climate 
and  ridier  boU.  Their  ingenuity  has  brought 
forth  nsefol  inventions  for  the  benefit  of  man- 
kind :  hardy,  indastrions,  enterprieing,  they 
have,  in  the  pnrsnit  of  fortone,  roamed  over 
distant  lands,  and  braved  the  terrors  of  the 
migbty  deep.  The  compliment  paid  tbem  by 
Edmnnd  Burke,  on  the  floor  of  the  Briti£Ak 
Parliament,  was  every  way  deserved.  Every 
Southern  man  r^tnoea  in  their  prosperitiy,  so 
long  as  it  was  the  result  of  their  own  inderati- 
gable  industry.  Even  their  wooden  nutmegs 
exdted  but  a  smile,  and  nothing  more.  They 
may,  for  me,  make  trade  and  profit  of  all  their 
notions,  except  their  taiiff  notions.  Agdnst 
that  I  do  protest  with  all  my  strength.  Bat  let 
me  retnm  to  Qie  coarse  of  my  inqairy.  How 
oomes  it  now  about  that,  while  the  South  is 
impoverished,  the  North  has  suddenly  become 
BO  rich)  Why  is  it  that,  while  the  North  is 
dressed  in  rich  and  gay  attire,  the  cast-off  rags 
will  now  do  for  the  Sonth  1  This  is  the  great 
subject  of  inqairy;  and  I  shall  proseente  it 
with  patience,  and,  I  trust,  with  a  becoming 
temper. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  has 
told  yon  that  Yir^^ia  was  more  benefited  by 
t^e  tariff  than  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 
In  one  breath,  he  has  dwelt  upon  the  large 
amount  of  our  exports  of  breadstoffs,  and,  in  the 
next,  bas  told  us  of  deserted  farms  and  aban- 
doned houses,  of  families  which  bave  gone  into 
decay,  and  of  yonnger  brothers  flying  to  the 
"West.  "Why  the  younger  brother  diomd  fly  to 
the  West,  and  not  the  elder,  since  the  descent 
law  operates  equally  on  all,  I  cannot  tell— bat 
let  that  pass.  If  our  exports  are  so  Terylarge, 
and  80  excellent  a  market  is  provided  in  the 
Korth,  tiien  our  fiurms  ooght  still  to  be  culti- 
vated— prosperity  aboidd  still  be  ours,  and  our 
tuniliee  should  be  preserved  from  decay. 

Nor  can  these  resolta  flow  from  the  abolition 
of  the  law  of  primcvenitare.  [Mr.  Olat  ex- 
plained. He  bad  said  that  the  ancient  seats  of 
the  great  families  of  Virginia  had  gone  into 
decay  from  the  abolition  of  the  law  of  primo- 
geniture, and  he  had  instanced  Shirley,  West- 
over,  &c.]  Mr.  T.  bad  understood  the  honor- 
able Senator,  and  the  remark  was  undeniably 
true,  to  some  extent  ulthongh  not  so  in  refer- 
ence to  the  partiouiar  estates  alluded  to.  I 
^eak  of  the  effect  of  the  abolition  of  the  law 
Of  primogenitora  upon  the  ani'egate  mass  o£ 
proooctiou.  It  has  expelled  we  rolrit  of  aris- 
tocracy from  among  ua,  and  has  substituted,  in 
place  of  it,  the  spmt  of  a  bold,  and  fearless, 
and  unbending  republicanism.  And  I  can  say, 
with  perfect  truth,  that  the  wide  world  does 
not  contain  a  population  more  devoted  to  the 
great  principles  of  human  liberty,  or  more 
ready  at  every  hazard  to  maintain  them.  Our 
pro^erity  ought  to  be  greatly  increased,  and 
would  be  greatly  increased,  by  the  operation 
of  oar  descent  law,  would  Government  consent 
to  unshackle  commerce.  Nothing  is  better 
calculated  to  increase  production  than  the 


divi«on  and  snbdivisicn  of  estates:  lands  aro 
thereby  brought  into  cultivation,  which  would 
otherwise  remain  unreclaimed,  and  ixtdustry 
exerts  all  its  sinews  in  their  cultivation  and 
improvement.  To  none  of  theee  causes,  thui, 
is  our  condition  asoribable. 

The  honorable  Senator,  in  his  effort  to  And 
out  other  causes  of  depres^on,  has  seen  proper 
to  renuirk  that  we  were  "  too  poor  to  live— too 
proud  to  work— too  hi^-mindad  and  honor- 
able to  reeort  to  ignoble  means  of  aoquiritira — 
brave,  daring,  chivalrous."  That  we  are  too 
poor  to  live,  as  did  thoee  who,  but  a  short  time 
ago,  preceded  as,  is  most  true — and,  nr,  it  is 
our  misfortune  to  be  growing  poorer  and 
poorer :  the  cause  of  this  I  shall  attempt  pres- 
ently to  expltun.  But  that  we  are  indolent  or 
idle,  I  utterly  deny.  There  lives  not  a  more 
industrious  population  onder  the  son,  taken  in 
the  mass.  Let  the  honorable  Senator  revint  his 
native  State;  let  him  go  with  me  to  Shirley 
and  to  Westover,  the  estates  which  be  has  rep- 
resented as  dil^^dated  uid  in  tvSho,  sad  be 
would  promptly  abandon  the  error  into  wUch 
he  has  fidlen.  The  first,  the  andent  seat  of 
the  Carters,  he  would  Una  in  the  possesBion  of 
a  descendant  of  that  resped»ble  family,  who  In 
his  own  person  woold  illustrate  the  correctness 
of  tbe  last  touch  to  the  pwtndt  drawn  by  the 
honorable  Senator — ^brave,  daring,  chivaltons— 
that  bravery,  that  daring,  that  chivalry,  dis- 
played on  board  the  frigate  Constitution  during 
the  late  war,  in  a  bloody  engagement  on  the 
ocean.  Not  too  proud  to  wonk:,  as  the  hi^y 
improved  condition  of  his  estate,  the  recluna 
tion  of  an  extensive  body  of  swamp  land  as 
rich  as  the  delta  of  the  Nile,  would  bespeak. 
Westover,  -it  is  true,  has  passed  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  anotent  ftmily  of  the  Birds^  for 
debts  contracted  befcm  the  revohttion ;  but  the 
honorable  Senator  woold  find  in  its  present 
possessor  no  idle  drone.  There,  too,  he  would 
heboid  the  effects  of  an  untiring  industry ;  and 
let  me  also  tell  him  that  be  would  be  received 
with  the  extended  hand  of  hospitality,  and 
welcomed  by  the  inmates  of  that  venerable 
mansion  after  the  manner  of  the  olden  time. 
These  estates  are  embraced  within  the  limits  of 
my  nadve  county,  of  the  citizens  of  whitdi  it  # 
gives  me  both  pleasnre  and  pride  to  speak. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  let  me  express  an 
honest  opinion — ^it  mtfy  be  a  mistaken,  but  it  is 
an  honest  opinion,  Five  estates  upon  the 
James  lUver,  and  within  that  county,  which» 
for  the  information  of  the  honorable  Senator, 
I  will  name  Shirley,  BeAeley,  "Westover,  Wey- 
anoke,  and  Sandy  Point,  would  supply  frcoa 
their  surplus  production  every  mannftctnrer  in 
Rhode  luand  with  food,  and  I  incline  strongly 
to  think  that  you  might  throw  Oonnecticut 
into  the  scale  idong  with  Rhode  Idaud.  Let 
me  be  understood.  I  do  not  mean  that  they 
could  supply  75,000  barrels  of  flour  for  Rhode 
Island.  No,  sir ;  this  would  be  altogether  ex- 
travagant And  if  the  honorable  Senator's 
I  stalastics  be  correct,  (th^  are  flmiidied  him  I7-  - 
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Others,)  then  do  these  manofaotorere  in  Rholle 
lalaad  devour  more  of  the  frnita  of  the  earth, 
tbsn  ever  did  an  equl  niimbw  of  men  in  anj- 
portion  of  the  globe.  [Here  Hr.  Bobbivs 
D^ged  leave  to  e:q>Iain.  fie  eud  tliat  ^e  floor 
imported  into  Providence  was  not  destined  ex- 
oltisively  for  Rhode  lahmd^  bnt  foond  its  way 
into  the  interior  of  OoDoeoticat,  ^1  I  am 
happy  to  hear  it,  Sfud  Mr.  T.,  for  I  oegan  to 
"be  Beriously  ahumed  for  our  good  friends  in 
Rhode  Island,  lest  they  shoold  fall  viotima  to 
plethora.  No  one  coming  from  that  State  had 
ever  impressed  me  with  the  beUef  that  the  in- 
babituits  poasessed  snoh  vOTaoions  appetites — 
and  eertidnlj  Ihe  two  hworable  Smatora  had 
not  prodooed  with  me  snob  an  impreanon. 
The  whole  popnlation  of  the  State  is  but  96,000 
souls,  men,  women,  and  childrw ;  and  76,000 
barrels  of  floor,  over  and  above  their  own  pro- 
duction, would  he  a  snpply  altc^tber  too  ex- 
trava^t  for  the  whole  population,  not  to  limit 
it  to  the  mannfiftctoring  olius  exclusively. 

That  we  are  proud,  Mr,  President,  I  do  not 
mean  to  deny — proud  of  our  native  land — 
proud  of  oar  illostrioas  ancestors — have  we 
not  cause  to  be  proud  of  their  high  deeds  in 
arms,  and  of  their  wisdom  in  the  cabinet— of 
their  devotion  to  the  rigl^  of  man,  in  the 
maintenuice  of  which  they  wasted  their  once 
ample  estatei^  and  oonndend'them  aa  nothing. 
And  if  tixeir  desomdants  ore  sometimes  fbund 
in  penury,  while  the  muisioos  of  their  fothers 
have  pasasd  into  stranger  hands,  who  among 
them  would  exchange  vutix  hnmbie  haUtations 
for  the  splendid  abodes  of  the  ongeneroas  and 
selfish  f  Has  not  Virainia  now  cause  to  be 
proad  of  her  sons !  Look  there,  and  there, 
and  there,  and  there,  and  there,  and  there,  and 
Hiere,  (pointii^  to  Messrs.  Gbvndt,  Elus,  Fob- 
BTTH,  Bibb,  Poindbxteb,  Buoknbb,  and  Oiat  ;) 
and  although  some  few  of  them  are  fonnd  the 
advocates  of  a  policy  which  she  regards  as 
ndnoos  and  destniotiTa,  she  neverthelesa  feels 
a  pride  in  the  intelleofenal  strength  which  iihey 
iwver  fiUl  to  display,  Bnt  if  she  had  no  other 
oanae  of  pride,  the  State  which  had  g^ven  birth 
to  a  Washhigton  and  a  Jefferson,  would  have 
•offiraent  reason  to  exnlt  and  r^oice.  The  rest 
et  the  portrait  drawn  by  the  Senator  requires 
no  comment — "  too  high-minded  to  obtain  their 
ol^ects  by  ignoble  means."  Yee,  sir,  this,  I 
trust,  is  true;  and  if  tlte  honorable  Senator 
had  succeeded  in  proving  (in  which,  however, 
he  will  be  found  to  be  mistaken)  that  this  tariff 
benefited  Vii^inia,  if  it  did  so  at  the  expense 
of  some  other  State,  she  would,  I  am  sure,  be 
too  lugh-minded  to  sustun  it  for  an  hour. 

The  hoooraUe  Senator,  then,  is  mistaken  as 
to  the  trae  eanae  ot  ovr  distress  and  impover- 
ishment. I  have  looked  careAilly  into  the  mat- 
ter; and  my  inference  is,  that  it  results,  to  a 
great  extent,  from  the  Ample  fact  that  we  sell 
oheai^  and  pnnjiaae  dear.  Other  causes  may 
ooi\}om  with  this,  bat  this  is  the  great  control- 
ling cause,  and  amply  sufficient  in  its^  to  ac- 
ooant  for  the  oonditiwi  of  the  Sonth. 


[Saura. 

The  home  market  has  been  represented  to  as 
as  of  vast  imi>ortanoe,  more  especoally  in  refer- 
ence to  bieadsfnfib.  Hiis  delnrion  has  now 
been  kept  up  for  fifteen  years.  An  increase  of 
duties  has  never,  at  any  time,  been  proposed, 
but  that  we  have  bad  representatioaa  made  of 
the  great  importance  of  the  home  market,  pro- 
duce by  the  encouragement  of  domestic  manu- 
factures. And  yet,  sir,  no  man  has  ever  known 
produce  so  low  as  it  has  been  during  the  last 
seven  years.  Tobacco  down  to  an  average 
prioe  of  from  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  to 
four  dollars ;  wheat  avera^ng  during  that  pe- 
riod, in  the  seaport  towns,  seventy-five  or 
eighty  cents ;  com  from  ten  and  six  pence  to 
two  dollars  per  barrel ;  rice,  cotton,  in  short, 
every  prodnetiw  of  the  soil,  at  the  lowest 
mimmmn  prioe  of  production.  And  if  it  was 
not  for  the  foreign  demand,  prices  would  be- 
come entirely  nominal — ^produce  would  either 
rot  in  the  granaries  of  the  country,  or,  what  is 
still  more  probable,  the  m-ooess  of  productioa 
would  cease  altogether.  Who  does  not  see  the 
wide-spread  ruin  whidi  would  desolate  the 
landf  From  an  extract  taken  from  a  mer- 
chant's books  in  Philadelphia,  claiming  and  re- 
ceiving unqaalified  confidence,  floor  and  wheat 
commanded  a  much  higher  price  in  1771,  %  % 
ihm  now ;  wheat  then  sold  for  one  doUar  the 
bashel,  and  flour  for  seven  dollars  the  barrel ; 
and  yet  we  are  continaally  told  of  the  great 
importance  of  the  home  market  created  the 
tariff.  The  com  planter  and  wheat  grower  nn- 
derstand  their  interests  in  this  respect  stHnewhat 
bettra-  than  they  are  supposed  to  do,  and  so  do  the 
manufiicturers  of  flour.  They  look  abroad  for 
their  important  markets.  The  com  trade  to 
South  America  is  carried  on  to  a  great  extent. 
The  millers  in  Richmond  find,  in  that  country, 
an  extensive,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  a  profitable 
market  for  breadstu£& ;  and  shipments  are  ac- 
tively carried  on  in  the  same  direction  from  all 
parts  at  the  United  States.  My  howwaUa 
Mend  from  Haasachnsetts,  who  dts  before 
(Mr.  SiLBBBS,)  a  few  years  ago,  inquired  of  me 
as  to  the  prospect  of  procoring  a  cargo  of  floor 
at  Richmond,  which  he  was  desirous  of  ship- 

{)ing  to  Soutii  America.  The  trade  to  Eng- 
and,  notwitfastandingher  com  laws,  is  exten- 
sively carried  on.  When  the  ports  are  oc- 
cluded, the  flour  shipped  thither  is  placed  in 
bond,  and  is  sent  to  the  different  markets  of 
Europe,  as  they  respectively  hold  out  the  pros- 
pect of  commercial  advantage.  Exchanges  are 
thus  beneficially  made  for  British  ubrics. 
Canada  also  opens  an  extensive  market  for 
American  wheat,  with  a  view  to  convert  it 
into  fiour,  when  it  is  exported,  under  all  the 
advantages  accruing  fh>m  im^rtant  diserimi'- 
nations  in  fovor  of  the  colomes,  made  by  the 
mother  country.  Kor  is  this  all ;  other  mar- 
kets are  presented  to  the  corn  grower,  of  con- 
siderable value.  The  foreigu  prioe  regolatea 
the  domestio  price ;  and  the  fiuctnations  which 
take  place  every  fi^  in  the  wheat  market  here, 
are  aseribftble  to  hopes  excited  by  the  sUghteet 
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oinnuDBtaDoe  o£  an  Inoreased  prioe  abroad.  If 
adoad  is  over  the  face  of  the  Bon  daring  the 
harvest  time  in  England,  prices  advance ;  and 
if  aooounts  are  brooght  of  a  fall  of  rain,  the 
spirit  of  specnlation  immediately  becomes  more 
active,  and  the  fanner  pooliets  the  benefit. 
Under  these  oircomstances,  the  addition  of  an 
important  market  at  home  would  not  fail  to 
bring  about  an  increased  demand,  and  with 
that  a  greatly  augmented  price;  but,  bo  far 
from  this  being  the  case,  prodace,  I  repeat,  was 
never  lower  than  it  has  been  since  this  Ameri- 
can system  has  been  estabUahed.  That  the 
price  bone  by  tbe  Tariona  arUoIes  created  by 
agricultural  indostry  is  at  the  lowest  possible 
grade,  no  one  can  reasonably  donbt.  The  first 
part  of  the  proposition  is  thai  made  out,  and 
the  dtlzens  d  the  Sonth  sell  a*  the  cheqwst 
rate. 

Simplify  this  American  systemj  and  what  is 
it  f  Take  for  illnstration  four  individuals :  one 
shall  represent  the  Southern  producer,  the  sec- 
ond the  English  manufaotnrer,  and  the  remain- 
ing two,  Northern  manufactnrers.  The  South- 
ern fanner  interchanges  the  valuable  prodau- 
tions  of  the 'soil,  at  tiieir  minimnm  price  of 
inudnotlon,  with  the  En^iah  manofkotnrer,  for 
arUdes  necessary  for  his  ooDsnnmtioD,  at  uieir 
minimnm  prioe  of  &brioation.  The  exchange 
thas  made  is  equaUy  benefldal  to  each,  and 
neither,  notwithstanding  the  great  fall  in  price 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  fruits  of  their 
indnstry,  experiences  dedine.  The  first  obtains , 
for  his  flour,  his  tobacco,  his  cotton,  or  rice,  as 
great  a  quantity  of  the  articles  which  consti- 
tute the  mass  of  his  consumption,  as  he  for- 
merly did  when  he  obtained  much  higher 

E rices ;  and  so  does  the  latter.  The  means  of 
Ting  as  abundantly  as  ever  exist  with  both, 
and  both  are  equal^  prosperous ;  but  tbe  two 
ITortl^rn  oapitoliste  anddenly  intcipose,  and 
forbid  this  advantegeoiis  course  nS  exchange. 
They  diaokle  it  wiu  heavy  restrahitiL  impos- 
ing upon  the  farmer  the  neoeesity  ather  of 
purchasing  of  them  at  a  greatly  augmented 
price,  or  of  raconntering  still  greater  exac- 
tions in  the  course  of  the  foreign  trade.  They 
are  enabled  to  legalize  their  purpose,  if  indeed 
injustice  can  ever  be  l^alized,  by  the  majority 
— power  which  they  wield.  I  submit  it  to 
honorable  Senators  to  say,  if  I  have  not  drawn, 
by  this  example,  the  epitome  of  the  American 
system;  and  I  demand  of  all  candid  men  to 
say  whether  the  power  thus  exerted  is  not 
selfish,  despotic,  and  nqjnst.  Sir,  if  this  mat- 
ter waa  brondit  to  any  partioolar  nei^bor- 
hbod,  and  made  there  to  operate  npoa  in^vid- 
nals,  eloquence  and  inffenuity  combined  could 
not  gloss  it  over,  or  hide  its  deformity  from  the 
public  eye.  Take  three  individuate  in  any  neigh- 
Dorhood,  and  let  the  article  involved  be  one  of 
acknowledged  necessity :  one  of  these  supposed 
persons  is  a  purchaser  of  com  for  his  own  con- 
snmption,  and  the  other  two  are  farm^  one 
of  whom,  however,  by  reason  of  the  superior 
f^rtalitj  of  hia  land,  is  eoalded  to  sell  his  oorn 


[Fmniur,  laeS. 

at  cents  the  hosbd,  whereas  the  vOaae, 
cultivating  a  poorer  soil,  and  laboring  ander 
other  disadvantages,  can  only  afford  to  ndse.it 
at  eigfa^  oMits.  Now,  who  would  doubt  for  a 
single  instant  that  the  buyer  would  be  greatly 
benefited  by  purchasing  his  supply  of  the  first 
at  the  amdl  price,  rather  than  of  the  lastt 
But,  suppose  the  Government  dared  to  inter- 
fere in  the  matter,  and  exacted  of  the  pur- 
chaser thirty  cents  in  the  bu^el  on  the  corn 
which  he  might  purchase  from  the  abundant 
producer ;  and  should,  moreover,  assign  as  the 
reason  for  snoh  intomrence,  no  vant  c£  rev*- 
nne  aa  the  pwt  of  the  Govwlunait,  hut  a  de- 
twmination  so  to  devate  the  price  at  com  as 
to  oiaUe  the  second  farmw  to  command  ei^tj 
cents  per  buahd  for  his ;  who,  within  the  wide- 
spread limits  of  this  Union — ^who,  having  'any 
relish  for  freedom  on  the  face  of  tiie  habitaUe 
globe — would  hesitate  to  pronounce  such  con- 
duct arbitrary  and  despoUof  If  an  imperial 
monarch,  armed  with  absolute  power,  levied 
such  an  exaction,  would  be  not  be  Justly  de- 
nounced by  mankind  as  a  tyrant?  Was  the 
per  eapita  tax  in  the  time  of  Bichard  II.,  or  of 
ship  money  by  Charles  L,  more  evasive  of 
ri^t  and  hberty  ?  And  yet  the  qnrit  of  £n»- 
liih  freedom  was  roused  to  gedetanoe  in  boui 
these  instaooea,  and  in  both  the  nmuKih  waa 
made  to  tKmbls  im  his  throne. 


ICcnnuT,  FelWBry  18. 
OmUnviai  CenmenioraUon  ef  FiifAmfftm's 

ICr.  Out,  from  thejoint  oonnnittee  qipolnt* 
ed  on  the  subject,  made  the  fidlowiDg  report : 

The  joist  couunittee  of  tbe  Senate  and  Home  of 
Repreaeuutiree  sppolnted  to  make  anangeneuta 
for  tbe  purpose  of  celebrating  the  centemiU  birth- 
day of  George  WaushiDgtoo,  have,  according  to 
order,  had  ihe  subject  unSer  conaider&tloo,  and  now 
beg  leave  to  report  to  tbe  respective  Houses : 

1.  That  tbe  committee  havf  directed  tbeir  chur* 
man  to  propose,  at  a  proper  tlmeiby  ajdnt  rso^ 
lutioD,  an  adjonmment  of  die  two  Housee  from  tbe 
2l8t  to  the  28d  of  the  current  month,  out  of 
spect  to  tbe  memory  of  George  Washington,  and  in 
commemoratioa  of  the  one  faundredtb  anniversary 
of  his  birthday. 

2,  The  committee  were  desiroas  that  tbe  day 
should  be  celebrated  J>y  an  oration  snitable  to  tu 
occasion.  Tbe  distingnished  citizen  who  prerides 
iu  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  appeared 
to  tbe  committee  to  be  eminently  qualified  to  pro- 
nounce such  an  oration,  and  to  be  peculiarly  adapt- 
ed to  the  eerTice  from  bis  koown  friendship  and  in- 
timacy with  George  Wosbington.  Accordingly,  a 
letter  was  addressed,  by  the  direction  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  the  Chief  Justice,  requesting  him  to  aap 
sist  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  day,  by  «liv«iDc  an 
appropriate  oration;  to  that  letter  ne  letmned  an 
answer.  From  this  correspondence  (wUoh  aeeon- 
panies  tbe  report)  It  wiU  be  seen  that  tbe  Gati 
Justice,  for  reaaooa  assigned  by  Um,  declined  the 
task. 

8.  The  committee  directed  thaii  chalnnaa  to  re- 
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qoMt  the  tbMflMlaBo!  tfae  two  Hoowa  of  CoDgreu 
to  perform  dirioe  service  in  the  oapltol  on  the  22d 
instant ;  the  application  haa  been  made ;  and  the 
cliapluns  bare  accordingly  engaged  to  comply  with 
the  request. 

'  4,  and  lastly.  The  committee  resolved  to  rec- 
ommend to  Congress  to  adopt  the  necessary  meas- 
ures to  carry  into  effect  the  resolution  which  waa 
passed  by  Congress  on  the  24th  day  of  December, 
1199,  for  the  removal  of  the  body  of  George 
Washington,  and  Its  interment  in  the  cai^tol  at  the 
city  of  Washington ;  and  that  the  ceremony  be  per- 
formed on  the  22d  instant.  In  punuance  of  tUs 
reoommeadation  of  the  committee,  the  chairman 
will  reapeetiTely  enbmit  to  the  two  Honaee  Con- 
gress ft  TMolttdon  to  oany  it  into  eSbot 
All  wUoh  ii  n^peotfnlly  reported. 

H.  CLAT, 
Chmrmm  trf  U*e  oomwtitUt  of  the  Smak. 
PHILBMON  THOMAS, 
Ckairwtm^tkeeommlatBe/  tkaOmt  ^ 
ruaiativta. 

WiniivnToir,  .Wmwy  9,  1882. 
8nt :  The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  having  appointed  a  jdnt  com- 
mittee, for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangementa 
for  the  celebration  of  the  centennial  birthday  of 
George  Waahlngton,  the  ondei^gned,  chunnen  of 
the  committees  of  the  two  Houses,  have  been  di- 
rected by  the  committees  to  request  that  you  will, 
on  the  22d  instant^  deliver  an  oration,  in  commem- 
ocalitHi  of  the  great  event. 

Tlia  eonaiderations  which  have  prompted  the 
committees  to  direct  their  attention  to  you,  At, 
tlius  to  aaast  in  honoring  the  memory  of  the  father 
of  his  country,  are  obvious  and  peculiarly  appro- 
priate. And  tfie  uodersigbed  unite,  to  the  general 
wildi,  aa  expreerion  of  tb«ra,  Uiat  It  nmy  be  agree* 
aUe  to  yon  to  comply  iritli  the  request  which  they 
DOW  have  the  honor  to  oommanlcate. 

We  have  tfae  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
Your  obedient  servants, 
H.  CLAY, 
(^tainmh  of  Os  comdUhm  of  At  SmaU. 
PHILEMON  THOMAS, 

runMntt. 
nie  Hon.  JoKx  MansHALi., 

Wasrimotoh,  FAmmy  10,  1882. 

GEmrLBMnt :  I  have  received  your  letter  express- 
ing your  wish,  and  that  of  the  joint  committee  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Bet^esentatives,  that  I 
would  OD  the  22d  instant,  the  centennial  birthday 
of  George  Washington,  deliver  an  oration  in  com- 
memoration of  that  great  event. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  the  tmprestiona 
made  on  me  by  this  flatterinffimineat,  and  the  fo- 
TOrable  ofriidoa  it  impUes.  xhe  adiUUoQ  of  my 
exertions,  feeble  as  they  might  be,  to  those  of  Con- 
gress, "  in  honoring  the  memory  of  the  father  of 
ois  country  **  —  of  the  man  whom  language  cannot 
exalt,  would  be  an  act  on  which  I  should  long  re- 
flect with  Just  pride.  Gould  I  uidertake  to  deUver 
a  pol^  address  on  soy  saUeot,  aD  my  feelbgs 
would  impel  me  to  comply  with  a  request  which 
does  me  so  moch  honor,  and  is  so  gratefol  to  my 
lieert.  ^t,  in  iMiWtion  to  tlie  presoare  of  offlcial 
dadeat  whidi  oompy  mo  entliely,  and  render  it  im* 
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practicable  for  me  to  devote  so  much  time  to  the 
subject  as  its  intrinsic  importance  and  great  inters 
est  in  the  estimation  of  all  would  require,  I  am 
physically  unable  to  perform  the  taski  should  assume. 
Uy  voice  has  l>ecome  so  weak  as  to  be  almost  inau- 
dible, even  In  a  room  not  unusually  latge.  In  the 
open  air  it  could  not  be  heard  by  those  nearest  me : 
I  must,  therefore,  decline  the  honor  proposed. 

My  profound  acknowledgments  are  due  to  yon, 
gentlemen,  and  to  the  jirint  committee,  for  the  se- 
lection you  have  made  of  the  person  to  perform 
this  Interesting  service,  and  i  pray  you  to  receive 
my  warm  and  nneere  thanks  for  the  flattering,  may 
I  add,  Mendly,  terms  In  wUch  that  selection  jg 
communicated. 

Wth  Tery  great  reqwet,  I  have  the  htmor  to  be, 
gentlMnen,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WAHmATJ^ 
The  Hon.  Hkhbt  Cut,  and 
The  Hon.  Fhilkuoh  Thouas. 

The  report  haviD^  boeo  read,  Mr.  Out 
moved  that  it  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

}Sr.  Olat  then  and  Uiat  It  Totdd  be  perc^ved 
that  the  committee  had  directed  their  ohairmaa 
to  sabmit  a  proposition  for  carrying  into 'effect 
one  object  of  the  report;  in  parsuanoe  of 
which,  ne  now  submitted  a  joint  resolution  for 
that  purpose.  He  was  aware  that  it  coald  not, 
by  the  rules,  be  acted  npon  to-day  without  the 
nnanimoas  consent  of  the  Senate.  But  as  it 
was  one  that  it  was  important  to  be  carried 
into  effect  immediately,  he  hoped  there  would 
be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  any  who  might 
dissent  from  it  to  acting  npon  it  at  once,  as,  in 
case  it  should  pass,  there  would  be  no  time  to 
be  lost  in  making  the  reqnlute  preparations  for 
effecting  the  object ;  and  even  If  tlie  dedsion  of 
the  Senate  ahooM  be  adverse  to  it,  it  would  be 
better  for  that  deduon  to  be  made  without 
del^.  He  then  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

of  ike  Vmted  SbOet  of  America  m  Qmffrm  attembbd. 
That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Beprrsentatives  be  hereby  authorized 
to  make  application  to  John  A. Washington,  of  Mount 
Temon,  for  the  body  of  Geot^e  Washington,  to  be 
removed  uid  deposited  in  the  caintol,  at  Washington 
city,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  Congress 
of  tbe  24th  December,  1799;  and  that,  if  they  ob- 
tain the  requinte  consent  to  the  removal  thereof, 
they  be  forther  authorised  to  cause  it  to  be  remov- 
ed and  deposited  in  the  capitol  on  tbe  22d  day  of 
February,  1882. 

JicMlved,  Tbat  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  Houee  of  Bepreaentatives  be  also 
authorized  to  prescribe  the  ordor  of  such  cere- 
monies as  they  may  deem  siutable  to  the  occasion 
of  the  interment  of  the  body  of  George  Washing- 
ton, in  the  capitol,  on  tbe  day  above  mentioned, 
and  that  the  two  Houses  of  Coogress  will  attend 
and  assist  in  the  performance  of  those  ceremonies. 

The  recwlntions  were  read  the  first  time,  and, 
no  objection  being  made  thereto,  they  were 
read  a  second  time. 

ICr.  Out  then  said  that  it  would  eeem 
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proper,  and  the  Senate  woald  probahl;'  expect, 
that  he  should  say  a  few  words  in  relatiun  to 
this  Btibject.  The  sitaation  in  which  be  found 
himself  placed  in  relation  to  this  sal^ect,  was 
not  one  of  his  own  seeing,  and  was  one  wluch 
he  was  not  destrons  to  occupy.  Yet  he  did  not 
feel  at  liberty,  when  he  found  his  name  placed 
on  ttie  committee,  to  decline  the  service  assign- 
ed to  bim.  The  fut  would  be  recollected  by 
the  Senate,  that  there  were  other  Senators  who 
had  been  placed  on  the  committee  and  declined 
serriog,  amongst  them  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  who  bad  been  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  committee.  Their  resignation  had  left 
him  (Mr.  0.)  in  his  present  poaitioa.  He  went 
on  to  say,  that,  as  far  back  as  the  year  1709, 
there  had  been  an  appIieatioD  from  Oongrest^ 
made  in  the  most  deliberate  and  solemn  man- 
ner, to  the  widow  of  General  Washington,  re- 
questing permission  to  ^spose  of  the  r^nuns 
of  her  revered  husband  in  a  public  manner. 
She  returned  an  answer  giving  consent  that 
tiiey  should  be  disposed  of  as  Congress  might 
think  proper.  So  the  subject  was  left,  and  has 
so  remained  until  this  day.  Unsuccessful  ef- 
forts, it  is  true,  had  since  been  made,  cbie3y,  if 
not  altt^ther,  in  the  other  House,  to  carry 
into  effect  the  resolution  of  1799 ;  and  it  was 
his  opinion  that  the  unredeemed  pledge  of  Con- 
gress should  be  fulfilled;  and  no  time  could 
ever  occur,  at  least  during  the  present  genera- 
tion, more  proper  than  the  present  to  redeem 
that  pledge.  The  committee,  siud  Mr.  C,  do 
not,  and  cannot  doubt  that  the  family  of  Gen- 
ami  Washington  at  Mount  Vernon  will  be  will- 
ing to  yield  their  consent  to  the  object  of  the 
resolution.  He  would  beg  leave  to  state,  in 
addition,  that  those  who  were  iotrusted  with 
the  erection  of  the  capitol  had  already  provided 
a  vault,  under  the  centre  of  the  rotnndo,  for 
this  express  purpose ;  not  by  authority,  he  be- 
lieved, but  upon  their  own  suggesUtm  and  sense 
of  propriety ;  and,  if  there  was  no  objection 
in  this  or  the  other  House,  the  committee 
would  prooeed  to  make,  so  nr  as  devolved  on 
tbem,  the  arrangements  for  tbe  ceremony. 
These,  Mr.  C.  s^d,  were  all  the  remarks  that 
the  oooauon  seemed  to  require  from  him,  and 
he  would  conclude  with  expressing  the  nope 
tiiat  the  Senate  would  adopt  the  resolution. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  said  he  should  be  compelled, 
by  a  sense  of  duty,  and  sacred  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  Ulustrious  man  who  was  the 
subject  of  the  resolution,  to  oppose  its  adop- 
tion. If  there  was  any  one  subject  in  the 
world  over  which  the  wishes  of  the  deceased 
should  regulate  the  actions  of  the  living,  it  was 
that  which  related  to  the  di^KisitioD  of  th^ 
own  remains.  Be  had  before  him  an  e^res- 
sion  of  the  last  wishes  oi  General  Washington 
CD  tiie  subject ;  and,  notwitJutanding  what  oad 
been  done  by  Oongress,  those  wi&hes  were, 
with  him,  sacred.  [Here  Mr.  F.  read  the  clause 
in  the  will  of  General  Washington,  in  which  he 
gives  directions  respecting  the  place  and  man- 
ner of  bis  interment.]  The  will  ^leotad  that, 
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as  the  old  vault  was  out  of  repur,  a  new  one 
should  be  built,  in  whidi  bis  remains,  with 
those  of  his  deceased  relatives,  then  in  the  old 
vault,  should  be  deposited ;  and  gave  ft  as  his 
express  desire,  that  his  body  might  be  interred 
without  pomp  or  parade  of  any  Itnd,  and  that 
no  funeral  oration  should  be  pronounced  over  it. 

Mr,  Webster  said  if  he  made  the  same  inter- 
pretation of  the  clause  of  the  will  of  General 
Washington,  just  read  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Fobstth,)  as  was  given  to  it  by 
that  gentleman,  he  might  concur  with  him  in 
the  couclnsion  that  the  wishes  of  the  iUostrious 
deceased  were  adverse  to  the  proceedings  oon- 
templated  by  the  resolution ;  but  he  did  not  see 
that  any  snch  inference  could  be  drawn  from 
the  olanae  quoted ;  it  was  but  a  ocmunon  case 
to  find  such  direottons  !n  the  wUb  <^  diatiu- 
gniahed  persona  fbr  the  dispo^tions  of  thdr  r»- 
maiuH.  If  the  will  contdned  a  provision  that 
the  remains  should  continue  in  l^e  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon,  the  case  would  be  altered ;  but, 
as  the  clause  quoted  only  expressed  the  desire 
that  the  funeral  should  be  without  pomp  or 
parade,  he  (Mr.  W.)  did  not  view  the  su^eot 
m  the  light  presented  by  the  gentleman  mun 
Georgia.  On  the  general  question,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  a  removal  of  the  body,  every  one 
had  some  opinion,  not  likely  to  be  disturl>ed  by 
that  of  others,  ^oe,  however,  said  Mr.  W., 
the  saUeet  has  beeu  brought  before  ua,  and  w« 
are  calwd  npon  to  de<»de  upon  cartjing  into 
effoot  tiie  rudntion  of  1789,  it  seemed  U>  htm 
that  this  was  the  most  proper  time  to  redeem 
the  pledge  then  given.  It  is  a  century  unoe 
the  birth  of  General  Washington,  and  we  ahaU 
have  no  opptnrtnnity  so  ftpprc^Mriate  as  the  pres- 
ent, of  giving  a  degree  of  im peeing  solemnity 
to  ^e  proceedings.  There  was  something  also 
appropriate  in  uils  case,  in  executing  the  de- 
si^s  of  the  old  Congress  in  the  mode  proposed, 
without  form  or  parade,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  the  deceased,  which  met  with  liis 
hearty  concurrence.  The  religions  services 
also  proposed,*appeared  peculiarly  sadted  to  the 
solemnity  of  the  occasion. 

The  question  being  put,  the  zeaolntioa  was 
adopted  by  the  following  vvte : 

Teas.— Uessrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  CUy,  Clayton,  Dick- 
eraon,  Dudley,  Ewlng,  Foot,  FrcUugbuTsea,  HsDp- 
dricks,  Bolmes,  JohostOD,  Kane,  Knight,  Moore, 
Nandain,  Foindexter,'  Spngue,  Tipton,  TomttnsMi, 
Wagguaan,  Webster,  Wilkins— 29. 

Natb. — Mewra.  Buokner,  Dallas,  Forsyth,  Grua- 
dy,  Hayne^  Hill,  King,  Haogoni,  Harey,  Miller, 
Sodth,  Taaewell,  Troi^k  Tyler,  WhU»— IS. 


TunnjLT,  Febmai7  14. 

WoaAtn^  W«  Semaiiu. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Out,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  oonsideratitm  of  the  fi^wibg  Joint 
resolutions  from  tiie  House : 

Resolved  by  8maU  and  Sotut  cf  Rtprtmntm 
twM,  That  the  Preiidait  of  the  Senate  and  Speaks 
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of  tbe  Honse  of  RepreseDtatiTea  be  hereby  author- 
ised to  nuke  ItpidleatioQ  to  John  A.  Washingtonpf 
Monnt  Vernon,  and  to  George  W.  P.  Custis,  grand- 
ton  of  lira.  Washington,  for  tbe  ramainB  of  lUrtha 
Wa^ington  to  be  removed  and  depodted  in  the 
ea^tol  at  Washington  city,  at  the  same  time  with 
those  of  her  late  consort,  George  Washington, 
and,  if  leare  be  obtained,  to  take  measures  accord- 

^jdmlved  if  tJu  Senate  md  Hoim  of  Jt^reaetUa- 
Hvtt,  That  the  Pnrident  of  the  United  Sutea,  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Charles  Canoll,  of 
Oatroliton,  James  Madison,  the  Secretaries  of  Sute, 
9t  the  Treasury,  of  War,  and  of  the  Navy,  the  Post- 
master Qeneral,  the  Attorney  General,  and  the  rel- 
atives of  tbe  ikmily  of  George  Washington,  be  in- 
vited to  attend  at  the  ceremonies  to  be  pwformed 
on  fba  22d  of  February  instant,  in  hotter  of  tbe 
memory  of  George  Washington ;  and  Uiat  tbe  Pres- 
ident be  requested  to  lapeiuteiid  the  deposit  of  the 
remains  of  the  deceased  In  tiie  piece  which  has  been 
•elected  for  that  pnrpose. 

As  to  fhe  Joint  roidntion,  Ur.  Olat  laid 
iliare  oooM  be  no  oljactionf  tmlen  it  was  to 
tbe  seooDd  name  inswted  in  it.  He  did  not 
think  the  application  should  be  made  to  aaj 
but  the  recent  proprietor  of  Hoont  Vemon, 
who  waa  the  representaUve  of  the  family.  Mr. 
OoBtis  was  only  connected  with  the  &milj  by 
marriage ;  and  if  the  application  waa  made  to 
him,  it  should,  for  t^e  same  reason,  be  made  to 
otbeis  of  tbe  same  branch  of  the  £unily.  He 
moved  to  strike  oat  the  name  dl  Oeorge  W.  P. 
Oostis. 

Ur.  FoBSTTH  remarked  that  the  object  of  the 
reaolation  wa»  to  obtain  the  assent  of  the  fam- 
to  the  proposed  remoral,  and  that  Ur.  Ons- 
was  the  only  living  male  descendant  of  Mrs. 
Uartha  Waahington. 

Ur.  Olat  withdrew  bis  motion ;  and,  after 
some  rraiarks  from  Ur.  Tazbwxu.  a^^dnst,  and 
bj  Ur.  OLA.T,  in  fiiTinr  of  the  resolution,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

The  seocoid  resolution,  inviting  Ur.  Uadisim 
and  others  to  be  present  at  the  commemora- 
tion, was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Po'iNDBXTEB,  intending,  he  s^d,  to  vote 
against  the  resolotion,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  agreeing  to  the  resolu- 
tion. He  would  not  object  to  the  distribution 
(Mf  invitations  b;  the  committee,  bnt  it  waa  a 
novel  and  extraordinary  measure  to  isme 
oards  (tf  invitation  hj  a  joint  re8<dation  d  Oon- 
gresB. 

Ur.  Olat  was  of  the  same  opinion  expressed 
by  the  Senator  tnm  AOssianpid;  but,  as  the 
resolntion  was  before  ns,  he  lu^fwd  he  woold 
witiidraw  his  objections  to  it. 

Ur.  Bibb  offered  an  amendment,  which  he 
r^fretted  was  not  offered  by  some  other  per- 
son, as  it  was  his  intention  to  vote  sgtunst  the 
resolution.  There  waa  another  ez-President 
besides  the  one  named  in  the  resolution,  to 
whom  it  was  proper  that  tiie  invitation  should 
be  extended;  and  he  moved  to  insert  the  name 
•f  J.  Q.  Adams. 

Ur*  PtmnxEsm  moived  tliat  Uw  nadlntioa 


[Senatc 

be  laid  on  the  table— agreed  to  by  a  vote  of  14 
to  18. 


WxDinsDAT,  February  Iff. 

W<uhingt(m*9  Semaitu. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fobbtth,  the  joint  resoln- 
tion from  the  House,  yesterday  laid  on  the 
table,  invitiag  certun  distinguished  persons  to 
attend  the  celebration  of  the  22d  of  February 
next,  was  ti^en  up,  and  read  as  follows : 

lUtolved  by  the  Senate  and  Hime  of  RepreeeMth 
tivee.  That  the  President  of  tbe  United  States,  the 
Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  War,  and 
of  the  Navy,  the  Postmaster  General,  and  tlie  At< 
toraey  General,  be  invited  to  attend  at  the  ceremo- 
nies  to  be  performed  on  the  22d  of  February  in- 
stant, in  honor  of  the  memory  of  George  Washing- 
ton  ;  and  that  the-  President  be  requested  to  super- 
intend the  deposit  of  the  remains  of  the  deceased 
in  the  jdace  which  has  been  selected  for  .that  pnr- 
pose. 

Ur.  FoBSTTH  said  that  12ie  objeottm  to  the 
resections  made  yesterday,  was,  tiiat  it  was 
improper  fbr  Congress  to  ^ve  invitations ;  he 
thought  differentiy ;  but  as  he  did  not  wish  to 
revive  the  question,  he  would  submit  the  IdI- 
lowiog  substitute: 

Jteaolved,  That  the  President  of  tbe  TToited  States 
be  requested  to  superintend  the  depodt  of  the  re- 
mains of  George  Washington,  In  tiie  ^ace  wldch  has 
been  selected  tax  that  purpose,  on  Uie  82d  i^ru* 
ary  instant. 

Ur.  JosHBTOH  moved  to  strike  ont  all  tiie 
names  except  those  of  Ktdlson  and  Carroll. 
He  thought  the  fbmily  of  Washington  should 
be  invitra  by  the  committee.  The  connection 
of  l^e  names  of  Madison  and  OarroU  with  the 
history  of  the  country,  distinguished  them  from 
all  others,  and  he  thought  they  should  be  spe- 
cially invited  to  attend  by  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress. He  understood  yesterday  that  the  Senate 
objected  to  invitations  by  resolntion ;  the  ob- 
ject of  his  motion  waa  to  ascertain  whether  the 
Senate  was  wiUing  to  retain  the  invitation  to 
Mr.  Carroll  and  Ur.  Uadisou. 

Ur.  Kraa  had  understood  that  tiie  committee 
were  authorized  to  invite  the  attendance  of 
tiiose  gentiemen  and  many  othos. 

Itr.Jomtmat  widied  to  include  in  the  invi- 
tatim  the  name  of  the  ez-Fresident  Adams,  but 
he  had  understood  that  that  gentleman  had  ex- 

Kessed  upon  the  same  jnoposition,  when  made 
tiie  other  House,  an  unwilhngness  to  accept 
any  mark  of  distinction  from  other  members  of 
the  same  body  to  which  he  belonged. 

Mr.  Ponn>BZTBB  swd,  if  invitations  were  to 
be  given  at  all,  he  would  be  perfectly  willing 
to  retain  the  names  mentioned,  but  be  objected 
to  the  form  and  principle  of  the  invitation.  It 
should  be  extended,  if  given  at  all,  to  the  ven- 
erable Sumter,  and  to  the  biogr^dier  and  fH«id 
<tf 'WaBhii^t<ni,  the  Ohi^  Justice 
Ur.  JouHBXOV  having  withdrawn  hia  motioi, 
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the  qneetion  reeoired  on  Mr.  Fobbttb'b  mo- 
tion. 

Ifr.  Out  remarked  that  tbe  prodding  officers 
of  the  two  Houses  were  InTeated  with  the 
power  to  make  all  the  arrangements  proper  for 
the  occarion.  The  plan  ori^ated  in  Oongress. 
It  was  the  work  of  OonKreas  from  the  adoption 
of  the  resolation,  in  1799,  to  the  resolntion 
now  adopted  for  carrTlng  it  into  effect.  It  had 
been  thonght  proper,  therefore,  to  leave  the 
arraogements  with  the  presiding  officers  of  the 
two  Honses,  as  the  manner  most  respeotfhl  to 
the  fiunilj  and  the  memory  of  the  deceased. 
The  Joint  resolution  reported  from  the  joint 
committee  had  vested  the  snperintendence  of 
the  removal  with  the  presiding  officers  of  Con- 
gress. 

Ur.  FoBSTTH  thonght  that  the  proposed 
amendment  carried  ont  the  original  iatention 
of  Congress,  which  assigns  the  daty  of  the  re- 
moval to  the  Chief  Magistrate.  He  did  not 
think  that  there  woald  be  any  inoongmity  be- 
tween this  amendment  and  the  resolntion  as- 
signing thv  arrangements  to  the  I^^deot  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Honse. 

Mr.  Kma  said  there  was  no  incompatibility 
between  the  proposition  of  the  gentlranan  from 
Georgia  and  the  resolntion  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted,  and  the 
reeolation,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

27ie  Ta^f—Seduetion  qfJ)uU»r 

'  Tbt  Senate  reenmed  the  resofaitirai  of  Mr. 

Out  relative  to  the  tariff. 

Mr.  OsuNDT  said :  Mr.  President,  according 
to  the  last  annnal  report  from  .the  Treasary 
Department,  the  people  of  the  United  Statm 
now  pay  fai  taxes  on  imported  articles  twenty- 
six  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This 
is  the  sum  which  will  be  paid  into  tiie  Treasury 
for  the  present  year,  from  that  source  of  rev- 
enue. From  other  sources,  that  is,  the  sale  of 
pnblio  lands,  bank  dividends,  uid  incidental 
receipts,  four  million  coie  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  amomiting  In  the  whole,  to  thiTtj  mil- 
lion one  hundred  thonsand  dollars.  I  know  of 
no  reason.  I  have  heard  none  assigned,  which 
wonld  authorize  an  opinion  that  th^  will  be  a 
diminnUon  of  revenae,  provided  tiie  duties  re- 
m^  at  ^e  i^esait  rates.  I  admit  tliat,  upon 
the  item  of  incidental  receipts,  no  great  reliance 
in  making  an  estimate  for  the  fature  ought  to 
.  be  placed.  Therefore,  strike  off  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  ftom  this  item,  and  only  re- 
tain ten  thousand  dollars,  which  will,  no  doubt, 
be  collectable  f^m  old  debts  for  many  years  to 
oome.  Too  will  then  have  a  revenue  of  up- 
wards of  thir^milUons.  The  eslamated  expendi- 
tnre  of  the  Government  (exdurive  of  the  public 
deM)  is  thirteen  million  tJiree  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  thonsand  two  hundred  and  two  dollan. 
Deduct  &om  this  sum  three  millions  of  revenue 
from  the  public  lands,  four  hnndred  and  ninety- 
rix  tiiousand  dollars,  the  dividends  of  the  bank 
stock,  and  the  ten  thousand  dollars  for  inoiden- 
td  receipts,  and  yon  need  only  the  sum  of  nine 
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million  eight  hundred  and  slxt^-five  tiioasand 
two  hnndred  dollan,  to  meet  t£e  exigences  cf 
the  Government.  This  is  the  snm  Qovranment 
needs ;  nor  is  one  dollar  more  necessary  for  Its 
support.  There  would,  t^en,  remain  rixteen, 
million  six  hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight  doUars,  over 
and  above  all  the  demands  of  the  Government. 
Another  thing  is  certain,  that,  upon  a  reduction 
of  datiee,  the  imports  will  be  increased;  and  in 
this  way  a  larger  sum  will  be  produced,  than 
any  estimate  founded  upon  the  present  amonnt 
of  imputations. 

Mr.  Freddent,  let  ns  now  present  the  ques- 
tion fairly.  Shall  the  people  of  the  United 
States  be  taxed  upwards  of  sixteen  and  a  half 
millions  of  dollars  annually  upon  Imported  arti- 
cles, for  the  purpose  of  enabiinff  the  domestio 
manufacturers  to  tax  them  in  l£e  same  degree 
upon  all  the  articles  manufactured  and  sold  by 
them  t  This  is  the  very  object  the  manofac- 
turers  have  in  view,  in  pressing  this  subject  on 
Congress.  Thdr  langoc^  to  us  is  plfdnly  this: 
we  want  to  make  yonr  constituents,  one  and 
all,  pay  us  a  higher  price  for  aU  t^e  ardeles  we 
manufacture:  this  we  cannot  do,  so  ioog  as 
they  are  permitted  to  boy  the  same  kind  ot 
articles  made  in  foreign  countries:  therefore, 
we  insist  that  yon,  by  taxation  on  for^n  arti- 
cles, shall  so  iDOTease  tlie  price,  that  yonr  omi- 
s^ents  wiU  be  otmstrained  to  buy  of  m  at 
prices  which  will  mrich  na,  Disgnise  this 
mattw  as  fhey  may,  this  Is  the  true  cause  of  aU 
that  anxiety  and  solicitude  whioh  they  have 
manifMted  from  the  commencement  of  this 
system.  For  myself,  I  am  unwilling  to  indulge 
tliem  at  the  expense  of  those  whose  interests 
are  in  part  confided  to  my  care.  I  will  here 
remark  that  if  the  duty  on  protected  imported 
articles  shall  amount  to  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  the  imported  article  shall  constitute 
one-half  of  the  amount  consumed  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  other  half  shall  be  supplied  ft<am 
the  domestio  mauu&ctories,  the  people  cf  the 
United  States  will  be  tarod  to  ue  amonnt  at 
forty  millions :  of  which,  the  one-half  arildl^^ 
from  the  duty  on  foragn  imported  articles  goes 
into  the  Treasary,  and  is  of  some  pnblio  ben- 
efit ;  the  other  half  goes  into  the  hands  of  the 
domestic  mannftcturers,  and  is  of  no  further 
advantage,  ^an  as  it  Increases  the  wealth  of  s 
few  of  the  oapitaHsts  of  the  conntry. 

The  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
proposes  to  abi^ish  the  daties  entirely  on  idl 
articles  of  a  kind  not  manufactured  in  the 
United  States,  except  dlks  and  wines ;  and  to 
reduce  them  on  these  articles.  So  long  as 
duties  are  paid  on  imported  articles,  for  the 
purpose  of  raidng  revenue,  I  cannot  omsent  to 
this  proposition.  The  true  principle  of  texft- 
tion  IS  to  impose  it  on  t^ose  who  are  best  able 
to  bear  it.  The  resolution  on  yonr  table  pro- 
poses a  total  abandonment  of  this  principle. 
The  articles  to  be  released  from  taxation  are 
luxuries  used  almost  exclusively  by  the  rich, 
while  the  bordens  are  left  with  all  their  welf^t 
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upon  the  poorer  portion  of  the  oonunani^. 
This  woald  be  no  alleviation  of  the  evils  com- 
plained of;  and  I  will  not  anite  in  holding  ont 
to  the  poor  man  the  delntdve  hope  that  he  is  to 
be  able  to  dothe  hw  family  in  suka,  and  regale 
himaelf  on  wine  every  day;  while  all  the  arti- 
cles <tf  dress  be  porcAuwe^  his  salt,  his  sagar, 
faU  plongh.  his  axe^  uid  bu  hoe,  and  all  other 
ntenula  with  which  he  eanu  hu  di^  bread, 
are  'so  taxed  as  to  render  him  unable  to  ruse 
his  finally.  No,  sir,  give  him  his  necessaries  of 
life  untaxed,  or  taxed  lightly ;  let  his  labor  have 
ite  full  reward,  and  he  will  liien  increase  in  his 
means,  and  in  time  he  able  to  indulge  in  lax- 
uriee  if  he  shall  i^ease  to  do  so. 

Th«  oltJect  of  the  capitalists,  ei^aged  in  man- 
nftotores,  in  coosenting  to  take  off  the  dotiee  on 
articles  they  do  not  make  in  their  establishments, 
cannot  be  mistaken.  It  is  to  concentrate  the 
whole  taxation  of  the  country  in>on  those  foreign 
artidea  which  oome  in  oonqietmon  with  theirs. 
The  operation  of  sadi  a  system  will  be  doubly 
tn  &VCV  of  the  rich  capitalists.  It  will  enable 
them  to  obtun  all  foreign  luxnries  free  of  taxa- 
tl<m,  and  at  the  same  lime  to  tax  the  poor  as 
well  as  every  other  class  of  mtizens,  tiirough 
the  necessaries  of  life  consumed  by  them,  for 
Uie  augmentation  of  their  profits.  These  men 
are  a  privileged  order  in  our  country.  They 
have  formed^  and  seek  to  perpetuate,  a  kind 
of  partnership  with  the  Government  in  taxmg 
the  people;  and  the  present  stru^le  is  to 
abcdish,  or  much  reduce,  every  tax  m  which 
they  have  not  aome  duure  of  the  prooMda, 
They  eonnire  to  rdse  the  price  of  all  neces- 
saries ffif  liEa,  giving  lurt  of  the  InoMse  to  the 
Goverament,  and  taking  part  to  themselves. 

Let  us  now  see,  Mr.  neaident,  what  effects 
liave  t>een  produoed  by  tiiis  Q'stem  of  taxation 
upon  the  other  great  interests  of  the  country. 
In  1817,  when  it  commenced,  thf  tonnage  of 
the  United  States  engaged  in  foreign  commerce 
was  809,734  tons.  In  1629,  it  was  6B0,143 
tons,  a  decrease  of  169,682  tons.  In  1817, 
there  were  619,186  tons  engaged  in  the  coast- 
ing trade.  In  1829,  there  were  610,864  tons, 
to  which  should  be  added  something  for  the 
improved  manner  of  constructing  vessels.  From 
flus,  it  wpears^  tlut,  taking  the  whole  tonnage 
of  the  United  ^tes  that  u  engaged  in  foreign 
oommerce,  and  also  that  engaged  in  the  ooastr 
ing  trade,  the  navigation  <a  the  country  has 
decreased  under  the  influence  of  this  systeni, 
wh{<^  gentlemen  say  has  imparted  its  benefits 
to  every  other  intenst  of  the  conntry.  What 
influence  has  it  produced  upon  commerce? 
Prior  to  the  embargo  of  1807,  with  a  popula- 
tioQ  of  only  six  millions  of  inhabitants,  our  ex- 
ports amoanted  to  about  eighty-four  million 
five  hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  dollars.  In  1817,  it  amount- 
ed to  eighty-seven  million  six  hundred  and 
fifty-one  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-nine 
dollars.  In  1680,  it  amoanted  only  to  the  sum 
of  seventy-three  million  eight  hundred  and 
fbrty  thousand  five  'hundred  and  «^t  ddlars. 


[Scuxa. 

In  the  intermediate  years,  it  will  l>e  seen  by 
the  annual  reports  from  the  Treasury,  there 
has  been  an  almost  regular  diminution  of  the 
exports  and  imports  of  the  country.  In  an- 
swer to  the  argument  that  the  demand  fm*  our 
prodaota  eaimot  be  onlamd,  I  answo-,  that  if 
we  nae  more  of  tlieir  articles,  other  nations  can 
ud  win  consume  more  irf  ours,  and  this  will  be 
benefidal  to  botii  parties,  because  each  will 
recdve  in  exchange  a  greater  valae  than  at 
present.  They  will  receive  our  agricoltoral 
products  at  a  ohei^r  rate  than  they  can  now 
purchase  or  can  produce  the  same  articles,  and 
we  diall  receive  their  mannfactures  at  a  lower 
price  than  we  now  pay  for  them.  From  tlie 
foregoing  statement  ck  our  navigation  and  com- 
merce, it  appears  these  great  piUars  of  our  pros- 
perity have  not  been  strengthened^  bnt  weak- 
ened, by  this  system  of  restrictions ;  and  when 
it  is  rememberod  that  our  naval  power  and 
^ory,  and  onr  abili^  to  defend  our  diores 
against  invarion,  are  intimately  connected  with 
the  navigation  of  the  country,  we  ou^t  not 
rashly  to  promote  measures  calculated  to  de- 
stroy it.  The  agriculture  of  tiie  country  is 
closely  connected  with  its  commerce ;  and  that 
which  is  calculated  to  depress  the  one,  has  an 
iignrions  iuflnenoe  upon  the  other. 

Are  the  existing  tariff  laws  constitutional  1 
It  is  my  opihion  that  they  are.  I  advance  it 
with  some  diffidence,  because  I  know  there  are 
many  learned  men,  both  in  and  out  of  this  Sen- 
ate, whose  views  upon  this  eulgect  ore  in  direct 
oppodtion  to  mine.  I  can  disoover  but  Uttlo 
[ffaetical  good  that  oan  arise  from  a  disoossbHi 
of  tiiis  soqjeet ;  bat  as  it  has  been  introdnoed, 
and  my  mind  Is  satisfied  upcm  it,  I  can  have  no 
olyection  to  declaring  the  opinions  I  entertain. 
X  shall  deliver  no  pbilolc^cal  dissertations 
upon  the  subject,  as  the  Senator  frt>m  Hiune 
has  done ;  but  attempt  to  show  to  the  Senate 
that  this  power  exists,  not  only  by  virtue  of 
the  constitution,  but  from  necessity.  The 
power  to  regulate  commerce  and  impose  duties 
on  imported  foreign  articles,  is  given  to  the 
Federal  Government  expressly  by  the  constitu- 
tion ;  and  it  has  at  all  times  been  considered  as 
an  attribute  of  sovereignty  possessed  by  every 
State  or  nation.  All  n^ons  have  ucercised 
it;  and  had  this  confederacy  never  been  formed, 
each  State,  as  a  sovereign,  independent  Govern- 
ment, would  have  been  at  libOTt^  to  enrdse  It 
without  any  restraint,  and  for  any  purpose  It 
might  Judge  proper.  The  States  discovered 
that  this  was  one  of  the  powers  which  they 
could  not  exercise  separately  to  advanta^; 
and  tills  was  one  of  the  strongest  reasons  which 
operated,  to  produce  the  Federal  Government. 
It  was  foreseen  that,  if  each  State  retained  this 
power,  it  would  be  exercised  variously,  and 
constant  jealousies  and  collisions  wonld  arise 
among  them ;  and  foreign  nations,  availing 
themselves  of  this  state  of  tiiines,  would  suc- 
ceed in  destroying  their  ind«>encunoe.  It  was 
then  agreed  in  convention  toat  this  power  of 
rcgolatmg  oommnroe  and  imposing  dntiea, 
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vhfttever  it  mi^t  be,  ^oald  be  sarrendered 
by  the  States  to  the  General  Gorerament. 
This  snrreader  or  transfer  was  made  without 
restriction  or  limitation.  It  certainly  was  not 
designed  by  Uie  framers  of  the  constitation  that 
the  State  Oovemments  and  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment together  ehonld  possess  less  power 
upon  this  sobjeot  than  the  States  then  pos- 
sessed,  and  wonid  have  continned  to  possess, 
had  each  State  remained  separate  and  distinct. 
Unless,  then,  it  can  be  shown  that,  in  the  trans- 
fer of  tiiifl  power,  (which  at  one  period  nn- 

tnestionably  belonged  to  the  States,)  some 
inunntion  was  prodaced,  it  is  a  fair  conda- 
sion  to  say  that  it  properly  belongs  to  tills 
Government,  for  all  the  purposes  and  objects 
fOT  which  nations  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
nsing  it.  It  must  be  admitted  that  no  portion 
of  this  power  remuns  with  the  several  States, 
becaose  they  are  ezpresdy  prolubited  from  im- 
poeing  duties.  What,  then,  has  become  of  it, 
if  it  does  not  appertain  to  the  General  Govern- 
nuntt 


Thubbdat,  February  16. 

Wat&iiifftmU  Itmaint. 

The  Vioi  FtaBiDKBT  laid  befim  fhe  Senate 
the  following  oorreepondence : 

WASBMOTOir,  February  14,  1882. 
The  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representatires 
have  passed  a  joint  resolution  to  celebrate  the  cen- 
tennial birthday  of  Oeoree  Washington,  anthoris- 
ing  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of 
the  Honse  of  Representatives  to  make  appUeaUon 
to  yon  for  his  remaiaB,  to  be  removed  and  de- 
posited in  the  Capitol,  at  Washington,  in  oonfonni- ; 
ty  with  the  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  24th  of 
December,  1799. 

They  have  passed  another  joint  resolution,  aa- 
thorizineus  to  make  application  to  you,  and  to  Mr. 
George  Washington  Fu-k  Custis,  for  the  remains 
of  Martha  Washington  to  be  removed  and  deported 
at  the  same  Ume  with  those  of  her  late  consort, 
George  Washington. 

We  herewith  enclose  copies  of  these  resolutions ; 
and.  In  the  discharge  of  the  duty  Imposed  on  us, 
have  to  request  that  yon  would  {pve  as  early  an 
answer  to  this  appUcation,  as  may  be  ptaotkalMe. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  re^eet, 
your  obedient  servants, 

JOmf  a  GALHOUN, 
Fmidmt  of  ttu  StnaU  and  Viet  Pmtidmt 

of  the  United  StaU$. 
ANDREW  STEVKNSON, 
Bptaker  of  the  House  of  Reprettntatitei. 
Hr.  J.  JL  Wasbixoton, 

Mount  Vtmon, 

ISauvT  TiBHOir,  February  15, 1882. 
3b  ttu  Bonarabh  lAs  Pretident  of  the  BmaU  and 
Speaker  of  ikt  Houm  of  Repreuniativet : 
GuiTLXMEX :  I  have  to  acKoowiedge  the  receipt 
of  yonr  letter,  and  the  resolutions  of  Congress  to 
carry  into  complete  effect  that  which  was  adopted 
in  December,  1799,  for  the  removal  of  the  remains 
of  General  Washington  to  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment. 


I  have  received,  with  profound  sennbUIty,  the 
expression  of  the  denre  of  Congress,  representing 
the  whole  nation,  to  have  the  custody  and  care  of 
the  remains  of  my  revered  relatives ;  and  the  strug- 
gle which  it  has  produced  in  my  mind  betwran  a 
sense  of  duty  to  the  highest  authorities  of  my  coun- 
try, and  private  feelings,  has  been  greatly  emhar- 
rasdng.  Dut  when  I  recollect  that  ois  will.  In  re- 
spect to  the  diBposition  of  bis  remains,  lias  been  re- 
cently carried  into  full  effect,  and  that  they  now 
repose  in  perfect  tronquUlity,  surrounded  by  those 
of  other  endeared  members  of  the  fkmily,  I  hope 
Congress  wIU  do  justice  to  the  motives  which  seem 
to  me  require  that  I  should  not  consent  to  thdr 
separation. 

I  pray  you,  gentlemen,  to  communicate  these 
sentiments  and  tWings  to  Congress,  with  the  grate- 
ful acknowledgments  of  the  whole  of  the  rela- 
tives of  my  grand  uncle  for  the  distinguished  fatmor 
which  was  intended  to  his  memory,  and  to  accept 
for  yourselves  assurances  of  my  gratitude  aad  es- 
teem. 

JOHN  A.  WASHINOTOK. 

AxtnreKM  Hovts,  ISusday  KIght, 
Ft^rtusry  14,  ISSt. 
GnrrLKMKH :  The  letter  ^on  have  done  me  the 
honor  to  write  me,  requesting  my  consent  to  the 
removal  of  the  remains  of  my  venerable  grand  par- 
ents from  their  present  resting  place  to  tiie  oapl- 
tol,  I  have  this  moment  received. 

I  give  my  most  hearty  consent  to  the  removal  of 
the  remains,  after  the  manner  requested,  and  coo- 
gntttlate  ttie  Government  upon  the  at^MtMching 
consummation  of  a  great  act  «  national  gratitude. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  req>ect,  gen- 
tlemen, your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  P.  CUSTIS. 
To  the  honorable  J.  CCalkoun,  VieePretidmt^kc., 
and  Ahdrxw  SnrraiiaoR,  Speaktr  of  tktBomm 
ef  Siprmntattvei. 


T^XDAYf  Febraary  17. 

The  Tarif—Bedvction  ^  Dutie*. 

The  Senate  then  resomed  the  oonnderati(Mi  of 
Mr.  Olat's  resolution  on  the  tariff. 

Mr.  FwiNQ,  of  Ohio,  said:  The  Senator 
from  SoQth  Carolina  (Mr.  Hatsc)  tells  os,  and 
the  same  idea  has  be^  again  and  again  reiter- 
ated by  gentlemen,  that,  whatever  may  be  the 
effect  of  uia  Bystem  np<nL  other  portions  of  the 
Uiu<Hi,  to  the  SonUi— «flpedall7  the  elder  -por- 
tions  of  the  Sonthmi  States— it  is  every  thing 
that  is  abhwred  and  pemkiona— a  blight,  a 
mildew,  a  withering  oone.  Sir,  epithet  uid 
denunciation  prove  nothing,  excq>t  w  warmth 
of  those  who  utter  thenu  If  ii^nry  has  been 
inflicted  upon  that  section  of  the  Union  by  Hm 
tariff,  the  mode  of  operating  that  injury  can 
sorely  be  pointed  ont  It  can  effect  it  by  n<me 
but  visible  and  sensible  means,  and  must,  as  I 
oonoeive,  be  confined  to  a  reduction  in  the  prioa 
of  the  staple  of  the  conntry,  limiting  the  extent 
of  the  demand  at  home  or  abroad,  or  enhanc- 
ing the  price  of  the  ocnnmoditiea  pondiaaed  1^ 
the  people. 

I  have  already  shown  that  the  price  of  ttw 
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at^Ie  fraw  cotton)  is,  in  some  measure,  sns- 
tained  by  the  tariff—so  far,  at  least,  aa  it  has 
oonverted  cotton  lands  to  the  caltnre  of 
■agar,  and  thereby  limited  the  excess  of  prodnc' 
tion  which  woald  otherwise  necessarily  have 
iBnnk  the  article  even  below  its  present  price. 
I  have,  also,  heretofore  shown  that  the  British 
inanufactnrer  is  able  to  purchase  of  ns  all  that 
he  wishes  to  pandiase,  without  looking  to  ns 
for  tiie  means  of  payment.  That  it  is  for  Us 
Interest  to  parehaae  to  the  foil  extent  of  his 
market  for  the  mannfactnred  article;  that, 
therefore^  the  extent  of  the  market  for  the  raw 
materia],  at  home  and  abroad,  is  equal  to  what 
it  would  have  been  without  the  tariff.  This 
view  of  the  case  is  strengthened  by  the  fact 
that,  since  1834,  the  quantity  of  eotton  sold  has 
increased  in  a  ratio  equal  to  that  of  former 
years,  and  the  price  has  not  sunk  in  as  great  a 
ratio.  I  have  shown,  too,  so  far  as  negative 
can  be  shown,  that  tie  price  of  protected  ar- 
ticles has  not  enhanced  in  consequence  of  the 

Ctection.  And  no  counter  evidence  whatever 
been  brought  forward  to  prove  that  a  sin- 
gle  artiole  has  risen  higher,  or  fallen  less,  in 
oonsequenoe  of  protection,  except,  indeed,  the 
finest  woollen  mbries,  articles  of  iDzury^  in 
which  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  compete 
with  the  British  manufacturers. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  bos  said 
t^iat  the  tarifi^  by  enhancing  the  price  of  the 
mannfaotored  article,  tends  to  diminish  its  con- 
samption  among  the  poorer  classes ;  thus  limit- 
ing the  extent  of  the  demand,  and  compelling 
first  the  merchant,  then  themanufactnrer,  then 
the  producer,  to  come  down  to  the  lowest  price 
at  whioh  each  can  cany  on  his  operations,  and 
tims  casting  a  part  of  we  bnrdeos  of  protection 
upon  the  prodooer,  as  snob,  over  and  above  his 
share  of  the  burden  as  consnmer.  However 
true  this  might  be,  in  a  {losslble  state  ot  things, 
the  very  reverse  of  it  is  known  to  be  the  fact 
with  respect  to  the  cotton  fabric.  If  the  tariff 
baa,  in  fact,  compelled  the  British  manufacturer 
to  work  cheaper  and  the  merchant  to  receive 
less  profits,  effects  which,  by  the  gentleman's 
own  bypotheffls,  must  be  prodnced  before  any 
of  the  borden  can  fall  on  the  producer  of  the 
raw  material,  as  they  both  stand  l>etween  him 
and  the  consumer — ^if  the  merchant  and  manu- 
faotnrer  are  compelled  to  take  less  profit,  the 
price  of  tbe  article  is,  at  once,  rednoed  to  con- 
aomsrs  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  except  the 
United  States;  and  the  price  being  redtued,  it 
is  broogfat  into  num  general  nse  among  the 
poorer  dasses,  and  its  sale  becomes  more  ex- 
tensive in  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  markets 
of  the  world.  I  do  not  say  that  the  gentle- 
man's  position  is  sonnd ;  but,  if  it  t>e  so,  this  is 
the  first  consequence  that  fiows  from  it.  And, 
sir,  with  regard  to  the  consomption  of  cotton 
fobrics  in  the  United  States,  which  the  goitle- 
man  seems  to  suppose  is,  or  may  be,  diminished 
by  the  protecting  system,  his  whole  theory  is 
built  upon  a  snpp<«ed  angmentation  in  price, 
the  very  reverse  oi  whiob  we  know  to  exist. 
Vou  XL— M 
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Increased  consumption,  too,  the  natoral  conse* 
qnenoe  of  a  diminished  prioe,  and  more  ability 
to  porchase,  is  obvious  to  the  most  careless  ob- 
server, especially  in  the  West.  No  special  in- 
jury has,  therefore,  resulted  to  the  South  by 
this  operation  of  the  tariff. 

Ba^  to  show  that  the  producer  pays  the  duty 
on  the  imported  article,  a  case  is  pnt,  well  cal- 
culated to  poule,  but  really  involving  a  mere 
sophism.  I  refer  to  the  case  of  the  bale  of 
woollens  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina has  supposed  is  received  directly  in  ex- 
change for  cottons  exported  by  the  Sonthem 
planter,  and  which  is  stopped  at  the  custom- 
bouse,  and  forty  of  the  hundred  pieces  whidt 
it  contfuns  taken  out  as  a  tax  to  the  Govern- 
ment. [P.  17,  printed  speech.]  -Now,  as  to  the 
supposition  that  the  bale  of  woollens  is  imported 
for  the  consumption  of  the  planter,  I  have 
nothing  to  object  against  it,  in  the  view  of  the 
subject  that  I  am  now  t^ing.  He  does  pay 
the  duty,  not  in  his  capacity  of  producer  or 
exporter,  but  in  the  capacity  of  importer  and 
consnmer ;  and,  analyze  the  transaction,  sepa- 
rate it  into  its  foor  natural  elements,  which  have 
by  the  honorable  Senator  been  mmatnrally  com- 
bined, and  it  willlwobvioQS.  LettbeSoothem 

Elanter  export  bis  crop,  by  it  down  in  the 
liverpool  market,  and  sell  it  for  the  best  price 
he  can  in  cash.  This,  indeed,  is  always  done ; 
for  tbere  is  no  such  thing  as  barter  there,  ex- 
cept through  the  tnediom  of  money,  or  bills, 
which  are,  for  all  effective  purposes,  money. 
Now,  he  sells  bis  cotton  for  just  me  same  price, 
whetner  he  intends  to  tiring  home  broadcloths 
or  money.  Here  the  transaction  of  the  pro- 
ducer and  the  exporter  ceases;  the  cotton 
planter  has  for  his  crop  cash,  wMch  be  may 
bring  home  with  him,  or,  what  is  better, 
leave  on  depofdt  witn  his  EngUsh  buiker; 
his  hilb  on  tbat  banker  he  sells  to  die  Phila- 
delphia or  New  York  merchant  at  a  premium, 
and  he  has  his  cash  at  home  to  be  disposed  of 
at  pleasmv.  The  Ohio  farmer  sends  pork  and 
beef  to  New  Orleans,  which  is  shipped  to 
Charleston ;  or  the  Kentucky  drover  takes  bis 
horses,  mules,  and  live  stock,  through  the  Sal- 
uda Gap,  and  they  are  sold  to  the  planter. 
The  planter  pays  with  the  cash  which  he  has 
bronght  home,  or  by  a  draft  on  his  banker  in 
New  York,  and  the  exactions  at  the  custom- 
house do  not,  thus  far,  afftoot  the  transaction  in 
the  remotest  degree.  Tbe  New  York  merchant 
who  has  bought  the  draft  on  England,  pays  it 
out  for  Britisn  goods,  and  brings  them  home; 
he  pays  ttte  dnty.  Now,  if  the  cotton  planter 
pnrchases  one-half  these  goods,  and  the  Ohio 
farmer  the  other  half^  at  the  same  prioe,  is  it 
not  obvious  that  each  pays  his  equal  share  of 
the  duty  ?  No  refinement,  no  sopnistry,  how- 
ever ingenious,  can  change  tbe  true  character 
of  tiie  transaction.  The  consumer,  and  not  the 
producer,  pays  the  tax,  and  the  several  sections 
of  the  Union  pay  it  in  proportion  to  the  araoant 
they  oonsnme.  Aa  respects  the  importer  and 
consumer,  if  the  protected  article  is  permansnU 
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I7  enhanced  in  value  by  the  duty  laid  oa  it  for 
the  purpose  of  protection,  it  is  thos  far  a 
bartheo,  and  its  propriety  and  policy  must  be 
tested  by  comparing  and  balancing,  as  nearly  as 
may  be,  its  evils  with  ita  benefits.  Bat  if  the 
price  of  the  protected  article  be  not  enhanced, 
no  burden  whatever  is  borne,  except  what  is 
neceBaory  to  sustain  therevenaeof  tneoonn^, 
and  no  adruitage  is  given  by  it  to  one  dais  of 
our  citizens  over  anotiier. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Hatnb)  has  told  yon,  thatj  while 
other  sections  of  the  Union  are  floorisbmg,  in- 
creasing in  population,  and  rising  in  w^th, 
the  condition  of  the  South,  that  of  his  own 
State  especially,  under  the  operation  of  tlus 
system,  is  not  merely  one  of  unexampled  d^res- 
sion,  but  of  great  and  all-pervading  Stress; 
their  once  busy  and  populous  cities  ommbling 
into  ruin,  Uieir  fields  abandoned,  th^r  hospitar 
Ue  mansionB  deserted,  and  the  husbandman, 
with  a  heavy  and  despuring  heart,  tearing  him- 
■elf  from  the  aeenee  of  his  childhood  and  the 
bcHMS  Ids  ancestors,  to  seek,  in  the  wilder- 
ness, exemption  from  the  oppression  with 
which  this  policy  has  overwhelmed  him. 

Is  this  &ncy,  or  is  it  &ct  %  I  am  inclined  to 
think  the  picture  greatly  overdrawn,  although 
tbe  glowing  eloquence,  ibe  rich  and  fervid  ira- 
agnation,  and  the  deep  and  impassioned  tone 
of  feeling  in  which  it  is  shadowed  forth,  tend  to 
give  it  a  welcomed  entrance  into  the  mind, 
Wore  it  has  passed  the  ordeal  of  the  judgment. 
But,  in  determining  apon  fact,  rimple  erery^day 
fact,  I  would  yftSSsc  the  conolnnonB  of  a  len 
powerfol  and  a  less  excited  intellect  There  is 
too  much  of  poetry  in  the  description ;  it  forci- 
bly  reminds  one  the  beantifiu  and  eloquent 
lines  of  Doctor  Cktldsmith,  in  which  he  de- 
scribes, with  BO  maeh  apparent  truth  and  real 
feeling,  the  deserted  fields  and  desolate  habita- 
tions of  the  industrious  peasantry  of  England, 
driven  from  their  bnmble  but  happy  homes,  to 
seek  shelter  from  oppression  in  the  solitary 
woods  of  savage  Amenca — 

"  Where  wild  Altama  spreads  its  nramps  around, 
And  magura  atuns  with  thundering  aonnd— " 

And  it  is  said.  I  know  not  how  cnreetly,  that 
oar  poet  Uvea  and  died  strong  in  the  conviction 
of  the  general  correctness  of  the  picture  which 
he  drew  of  the  progress  ve  decay  and  desolation 
of  bis  country.  But,  sir,  England  was,  in  fact, 
increasing  in  population,  and  so  also  »  South 
Oarolioa.  The  last  census  shows  a  small  in- 
crease in  the  free  population  of  the  State,  and 
a  large  increase  of  the  slaves.  The  fields  also 
must  be  cultivated  as  heretofore,  for  they  yield 
an  increased  export  product ,  and  we  are  told 
that  they  now  raise  a  much  larger  proportion 
than  formerly  of  grain  and  live  stock  for  their 
own  consnmpticm.  Though  by  no  means  dis- 
posed to  admit  that  South  Oandina  is  plunged 
as  deeply  into  tibe  abyss  of  miany  and  tletqpur, 
as  has  been  here  dwicted,  yet  I  doubt  not  Hiat 
ahe  prospers  leas  Ixisn  fiomfir^,  and  less  also 


than  most  otiier  sections  of  the  Union ;  f(V  this 
there  are  abundant  csnses,  indqModent  of  the 

tariff. 

The  Southern  planter  does  not,  like  the 
hardy  farmer  of  ibe  North  and  West,  lay  his 
own  hand  to  the  plongh :  he  neithw  hidda  nor 
drives ;  the  cnltoie'dl  the  fields  is  left  to  the 
overseer  and  the  slaTea,  and  their  cnUiTatum 
is  without  skill  and  withont  care.  Tear  alter 
year,  the  same  fields  are  sul^ected  to  the  same 
crop,  and  the  sune  unceasing  and  xmchanging 
tillage,  withont  any  means  being  used  to  re- 
new or  retnvigorate  the  soil.  Ine  fields  are 
soon  worn  down  by  excessive  cultivation,  and 
cease  to  yield,  as  heretofore,  an  abundant  bar- 
vest.  Extensive  emigration  is  also,  withont 
doubt,  one  of  the  causes  which  operates  to  check 
the  prosperity  of  the  older  portions  of  the 
Southern  States ;  but  this  emigration  is  induced 
by  causes,  and  instigated  by  feelings,  very 
different  from  those  to  whidi  the  gentkiun 
has  ascribed  it  It  is  not  want,  <«  misery,  fst 
oppresnon,  thatinduoes  it:  the«nigrantoarBes 
neither  his  country  nor  his  lot ;  and  his  journey- 
ing is  undertaken  and  executed  with  flMUn^ 
the  reverse  of  anguish  and  despair.  Sir,  it  is 
the  rich  and  fertile  lands  of  the  West,  of  whidi 
he  may  become  the  proprietor  almost  for  noth- 
ing^a  charming  country  in  reality,  fresh  and 
rich,  and  fair,  ^most  beyond  example,  but  to 
which  the  imagination  does  not  fail  to  add  new 
beauties,  and  color  even  with  ideal  and  unreal 
charms — it  is  this  which  opiates  npon  the 
luxws,  and  elates  the  sj^ritis  ^  young  snd 
araoit  sons  of  the  South  md  East,  and  leads 
them  to  part  from  th^  fiur  fields  and  h^r 
homes  on  the  Atlantic  dwre,  for  frirer  fiooa 
and  hi^pier  homes  in  the  fiur-distant  West. 
Hence,  sir,  the  giant  stride  with  which  our 
population  has  borne  its  march  westward,  the 
"hon's  bound  "  with  which  we  have  sprung  into 
the  forest 

But  this  spirit  of  emi^^tion,  year  b^  year, 
drains  from  tne  seaboard  of  South  Carolina  her 
most  hardy,  vigorous,  and  enteiprifdng  popula- 
tion. Cotton,  the  object  of  their  culture,  can 
be  raised  cheaper  and  more  abnndantiy  on  the 
new  and  rich  lands  of  Oeragia,  Alabama,  Mis- 
rissippi,  Louisiana,  and  the  tttiitories  of  flwlde 
and  Arkansas ;  and,  nnlike  the  CDmbroiis  arti- 
cle of  grain  and  ita  prodncts,  can  be  1iiaiq>OTt- 
ed  from  the  interior  at  a  small  per  centnm  on 
its  market  value. 

I  take  leave  to  refer  also  to  another  caose, 
named  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  which  has,  with  the  foregoing^  a 
combined  operation.  The  repeal  of  the  lavra 
of  primogeniture— the  equal  distribution  of  the 
real  esiate  among  all  the  children,  sons  and 
daughters  alike  —  however  favorable  to  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  people  in  other 
sections  of  the  Union,  does,  owing  to  the  pecu- 
liar situation  and  habits  of  ^e  Sonth,  seriously 
aflbct  their  ooodition.  Judging  frwn  the  sta- 
tistical tables  which  show  the  oomparatiTe 
inawase  of  population  in  diffiBreut  seotions  of 
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the  Huion,  and  oompariog  that  of  Sooth  Oaro- 
lina  with  others,  I  am  ledtotheooDclaaioa  that 
one-fourth  part  of  the  fl«e-bom  of  that  State, 
which  reaoh  the  years  of  matDrit;-,  emigrate ; 
uid,  by  the  existing  hiwa,  they  carry  with 
tiiem,  to  their  new  homes,  not  merely  their 
share  of  the  personal  estate  of  the  &mily  from 
which  they  are  descended,  bnt  also  of  the  land 
and  slaves,  which  form  the  snhstratum  of  the 
wedth  of  ttie  ooontxy.  Thns,  year  after  year, 
is  there  a  regalar  and  oonttanul  drain  «  the 
best  and  most  efficient  peculation  of  the  State, 
and  tlidr  weidth  also— even  their  real  ^perty 
pays  an  annual  rent,  if  I  may  so  call  itj  to  her 
emigration.  Bnt  this  is  not  all.  The  great 
inerease  of  the  slaves  over  that  of  the  free 
peculation,  shows  that  the  emigrants  do  not 
generally  take  with  them  their  prtcortion  of 
slaves,  bat  that  they  remain  as  heretofore,  in 
some  measure  regar^t  to  the  soil.  They  have 
risen  now  to  more  than  one-half  the  popula- 
tion of  that  State,  and  are  Cast  gaining  upon 
tiie  whites  in  tihe  ratio  of  inerease ;  they,  in- 
deed, compose  almost  the  whole  labwing  popn- 
IwUon  of  the  oonntry ;  th^  labor  without  jimg- 
ment,  for  their  intellects  are  not  oaltivaled — 
without  energy,  for  they  labor  without  motive ; 
hence,  the  aoquisition  of  wealth  from  lahor^  its 
great  and  only  real  basis,  must  he  small  in  a 
oonntry  utoated  like  this,  compared  with  what 
it  is,  where  every  man,  with  hts  own  huid, 
cultivates  his  own  farm,  or  watches  over  its 
improvement ;  where  all  are  laborers,  and  all 
intelligent,  industrious,  and  persevering— oare- 
fol  of  the  present,  and  provident  of  the  future. 

Sir,  the  curse  of  slavery,  and  not  the  tariff,  is 
in  tmth  the  withering  curse  which  bli^ts  the 
Mr  hopes  of  this  fiur  and  otherwise  hs^py  and 
&T<H«a  land.  It  is  not  so  mnch  the  drain  upon 
her  population,  for  in  this  other  uid  prosperous 
States  share  her  lot ;  hat  it  is,  that,  whUe  the 
sound  and  wholesome  portion  of  the  population 
flows  off — the  bold  and  enterprising  freeman — 
the  slave  remains  fixed  to  the  soil,  yearly  con- 
aoming  more  and  more  of  its  products,  and  yearly 
displacing  and  sending  into  ezUe  (if  emigration 
be  exile)  more  of  the  free-bom  of  the  land.  I 
need  not  foUow  out  the  picture  in  anti(»pation 
of  its  consequences:  the  subject  is  one  of  deep 
temt  and  gloomy  forebodings. 

Bat  one  thing  more  will  I  take  occasion  here 
to  remark.  In  many  sections  of  the  Union,  and 
in  foreign  countries,  too,  public  o|dnion  has 
greatly  erred  as  to  the  general  feding  and  eon- 
duct  of  the  individual  masters  towards  their 
slaves.  So  fEir  as  I  have  observed,  (and  my 
observation  has  been  somewhat  extensive, 
especially  in  Virginia  and  Kentuoty,)  there  is 
nothing  in  it  to  shock  humanity.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  feelings  of  the  masters  towards  them 
appear  to  be  those  of  kindness  and  affection. 
And  this  evil,  oast  upon  our  Southern  brethren, 
not  by  their  own  acts,  or  of  their  own  choice, 
bnt  by  the  oopidity  of  a  fore^  nation  while 
we  remained  ner  colonies^  is  one  for  whi(di 
tl^  are  entitled  to  any  thmg  rather  than  re- 


proaoh  and  censure.  And  it  is  an  evil  which, 
m  the  present  state  of  public  feeling,  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Union  cannot,  in  the  more  Sonth- 
em  sections  of  our  country,  either  remove  or 
mitigate.  Philanthropy  indulges  visions  of  this 
kind,  at  present,  in  vain. 

Another  mode  in  which  the  same  cause 
operates  iijnriously  to  that  section  of  the 
Union,  is,  that  it  lessens  their  capacity  fw  com- 
meroial  enterprise.  A  negro  slave  is  unfit  for 
a  ship  carpenter  or  asulor;  and,  ia  a  country 
where  there  is  no  labwlng  class,  except  alavaa, 
ships  cannot  be  bnUt,  or  manned,  to  the  same 
advantage,  as  in  the  Eastem  and  Uiddle  Stateie^ 
where  laborers  are  freemen,  fmd  possess  intel- 
ligence and  enterprise  for  every  undertaking, 
however  arduous,  or  however  varied.  The 
navigating  interest,  therefore,  independently 
of  the  tanff,  must  centre  elsewhere  than  in  the 
Southem  States.  And  finally,  l^e  well-known 
and  familiar  habits  of  the  Southem  people- 
free,  liberaL  nnoalculating — ^living  to  the  full 
extent  of  tn^  meana,  however  ample,  and 
trustmg  to  tbeur  land  and  slaves  as  a  perpetual 
supply,  and,  b^ond  that,  inmrovid^  of  tiie 
ftiture.  Time  brings  with  it  an  increase  ot 
pwulation,  but  not  <^  wealth;  and  the  decay 
and  exhaustion  of  their  soil,  and  the  fall  in  the 
price  of  their  staple,  produces  a  depression 
which  is  severely  felt,  bnt  which  is  unfortu- 
nately attributed  to  that  which,  of  all  things,  is 
most  remote  from  its  real  cause. 

Need  I  add  another  to  this  long  and  mournful 
list  of  causes  for  the  calamities  under  which  our 
Southem  brethren  suffer,  and  of  which  they 
complain  f  I  have  explained  the  causes  of  the 
alleged  decay  of  thai  navigating  interest.  Why 
is  tiieir  commerce  (as  ue  honorable  Senator 
says  it  is)  transferred  mto  the  hands  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  car- 
ried on  by  their  c^itfd  f  I  have  already  spoken 
of  the  habits  of  the  Nortbmi  and  Middle  States 
— the  steady  eye  which  they  have  to  the  future 
— ^their  disposition  to  accumulate  and  embody 
capital,  and  their  skUl  to  direct  it  to  every  pros- 

gerous  enterprise.  They  have  the  ships — they 
ave  the  seamen— they  nave  habits  of  life  and 
a  turn  of  mind  fitted  to  mercantile  pursaits — 
and  they  have  capital ;  with  or  without  a  tariff, 
the  commerce  ot  the  South  must  have  f^en 
into  tJieir  hands.  , 

These  causes  combined,  operate  on  the  dtf 
of  Ciiariestun,  the  decay  of  which  has  been  so 
eloquently  and  fedin^y  depleted  by  the  gentle 
man  ftt>m  South  Carolina ;  and  though  dis- 
posed to  think  his  coloring  somewhat  too  dark, 
I  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt  the  general  cor- 
rectness of  the  sad  picture  which  he  has  drawn 
— that  there  has  been  a  great  and  marked  decay 
in  the  wealth,  the  business,  and  the  prosperity 
of  ^at  city.  Bat,  sir,  independently  of  those 
causes  which  I  have  named,  and  whinh  operate 
alike  upon  the  older  portions  of  South  Carolina, 
there  is  one  other,  which  tends  to  dei^ess  the 
business  of  Oharlesbm  alone.  There  have 
sprang  up  la  the  Interior  a  range  of  populous 
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and  flonrishiDg  towns,  Golambia,  Angnsta,  and 
Oamden,  which,  within  a  few  past  years,  nave 
been  rapidly  growing  in  commercial  importance, 
and  hare  ont  off  almost  wholly  the  interior 
toade  from  OhorlestoD,  making  that  city  a  mure 
place  of  transit,  or  rather  of  shipment. 

Br,  these  causes  which  I  have  detailed — and 
I  i^peal  to  Soathem  gentlemen  for  their  oor- 
rectness  and  troth — ^have  operated  viUi  com- 
bined effbet,  for  years,  nprai  the  destinies  of  this 
people ;  and  are  they  not  snflScient,  thoush 
checked  and  opposed  as  they  may  be  by  t£e 
riches  of  nature  which  an  all-bonntiftU  I^ovi- 
dence  haa  scattered  over  the  land— are  they  not 
sufficient  to  produce  all  the  depression  and  all 
the  misery  which  is  vainly  supposed  to  spring 
from  the  protecting  system  ? 

I  cannot,  therefore,  on  the  most  fall  and  care- 
ful consideration  which  I  have  been  able  to  give 
this  subject,  ooncur  with  gentlemen  in  the 
opinion  that  the  protecting  system  operates 
oppressively  on  the  Southern  or  any  other  sec- 
tion of  the  Union.  In  the  West,  bo  far  as  ex- 
perience can  test  its  efficacy,  it  has  produced, 
and  is  producing,  all  the  good  which  its  friends 
and  supporters  have  ever  predicted.  From  the 
state  of  ruinous  depression  to  vhioh  agrionl- 
tural  interests  had  sunk,  in  1824 — an  era  which 
our  Western  farmers  will  long  bear  in  remem- 
brance— they  have  graduidly  risen,  under  the 
fostering  influence  of  this  system^  connected 
and  consorted  with  that  of  our  internal  im- 
provement, until  they  have  reached  a  point  of 

Sro^rity,  which,  though  not  rich,  or  towering, 
I  snffioient  to  spread  comfort  and  gladness  over 
our  happy  land. 


Thubsdat,  February  28. 
Territorial  Judgeg. 
TKe  following  resolution  was  snbmitted  by 
Mr.  Houoa,  (and  agreed  to  on  the  following 
day:) 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jndidary 
be  ioBtmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  law,  for  a  more  permanent  tenure  of  of- 
fice for  the  judges  of  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  or  for  a  different  mode  of  appointing  them 
than  Is  now  provided. 


UoHSAT,  Febmary  27. 

The  TariffSednetion  oflhitiet. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Olat  being  resumed, 
Ur.  Dallas  said :  Jifty-six  years  have  ripen- 
ed this  confederated  nation  to  a  condition  of 
nnpreoedented  and  incontestable  greatness ; 
greatness  in  extent;  greatness  in  resources; 
greatness  in  moral  and  intellectual  character ; 
greatness  in  political  structure  and  jarin>ni- 
deuce ;  greatness  in  the  renown  which  ftllows 
jast  and  sacoeesfol  wars ;  uid  greotnesB  which 
results  from  the  acquisition  of  a  before  unknown 
sum  of  human  contentment  and  freedom.  Prov- 
idenod  has  smiled  upon  the  work  of  our  pro- 
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genitors,  and  has  blessed  its  progress.  The 
whole  civilized  world  has  marked,  with  reiter- 
ated astonishment,  the  rapidity  of  our  advance- 
ment ;  and,  at  this  moment,  from  the  Pisgah  of 
Eastern  eminence,  exulting  and  longing  myriads 
are  pointing  to  our  Westem  institutions  as  the 
objecta  towards  which  they  have  yet  frnitleuly 
Joum^ed  through  a  Tildemess  ages  and  <» 
wretchednesa. 

TTho  ia  ther©^  sir,  that,  seeing  this  great  re- 
sult of  our  eotineils  and  forecMt,  can  desire  a 
change  in  the  organic  structure  or  practical 
legislation  by  which  it  has  been  effected  ?  I 
have  heard  much  on  this  floor  of  sectional 
divisions,  sectional  interests,  sectional  doctrines, 
sectional  feelings,  ajid  sectional  parties j  of  the 
East,  the  BoDtb,  and  the  West ;  but  1  cannot 
adopt  the  language,  and  will  not  entertain  the 
sentiments  by  which  it  is  prompted.  I  claim 
no  peculiar  merit  for  the  noble  commonwealth 
whtne  representative  I  fan,  for  her  uniform  de> 
votion  to  tdie  uni<m  and  democracy  of  these 
States— for  her  unwavering  eo-operation  in  all 
the  efforts  whidh  have  carried  tlie  nation  to  Its 
present  exaltation ;  she  has  done  no  more,  and 
no  less,  than  other  .portions  of  oar  republic. 
But  I  will  not  recognize  tlie  right,  claimed 
from  what  quarter  it  may  be,  to  mar  and  de- 
face the  monument  of  our  common  lalmrs ;  to 
tear  down  piecemeal,  or  at  a  blow,  the  structure 
which  every  hand  has  equalled  and  simoltar 
neoasly  contributed  to  erect;  to  prostrate  and 
crumble  into  dust  the  furest  fabric  ever  yet 
reared  by  the  ener^ea  and  vlrtnes  of  oonfodw- 
ated  freemen. 

K  in  the  ^otnre  I  have  sketched  of  the 
OMimtion  of  our  country,  shades  have  bem 
omitted  which  really  exi^.  they  onght  to  be 
introdnoed ;  they  onght  to  be  frankly  met,  and 
the  assembled  wisdom  of  the  l^^ative  bodies 
should  anxiously  devise  remedies  and  relief. 
The  impressive  and  eloomy  description  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hatnx,)  as 
to  the  actual  state  and  wretched  prospects  of 
his  immediate  fellow-citizens,  awakens  the 
liveliest  sympathy,  and  should  command  our 
attention.  It  is  their  right;  it  is  our  dnty. 
I  cannot  feel  indifferent  to  the  sufferings  of 
any  prailon  ctf  the  Amuioan  petals ;  and 
esteem  it  ineonristent  with  the  scope  aiA 
purpose  of  the  federal  oonstitntion^  tlutt  any 
majority,  no  matter  how  large,  should  con- 
nive at  or  protract  the  oppr^sifm  or  misery 
of  any  minority,  no  matter  now  small.  J  dis- 
claim and  detest  the  idea  of  making  one  part 
subservient  to  another;  of  feasting  upon  the 
extorted  substance  of  my  couutrynien;  of  en- 
riching my  own  repon  by  droning  the  fertility 
and  resources  of  a  neighbor;  of  becoming 
wealthy  with  spoils  which  leave  their  Intimate 
owners  impoverished  and  desolate.  But,  sir,  I 
want  proof  of  a  fiict,  whose  existence,  at  least 
as  described,  H  is  aiflScolt  even  to  conceive ; 
and,  above  all,  I  want  the  true  causes  of  that 
bet  to  be  ascertained ;  to  be  brought  within 
the  reach  of  le^datiTe  remedy,  void  to  have 
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that  remtxly  of  a  natnre  wbioli  may  be  ^plied 
wUhout  producing  more  misohiefb  than  tiiose  it 
proposes  to  cure.  The  prooenessto  exa^rate 
bocial  evils  is  greatest  with  the  most  patriotic. 
Temporary  embarrassment  is  senaitivetr  appre- 
headed  to  be  permaaent.  Every  day's  expe- 
rience teaches  how  apt  we  are  to  magnify  par- 
tial into  nnirersal  distress,  and  with  what  diffi- 
colty  Ml  excited  imagtnatioa  rescues  itaelf  from 
despondency.  It  will  not  do,'  to  act  upon 
the  sowing  or  pathetic  delineations  of  a  gifted 
orator ;  it  will  not  do  to  become  enllstra,  by 
ardent  exhortations,  in  a  omaade  against  estab- 
lished systems  of  policy  j  it  will  not  do  to  de- 
molish the  walls  of  onr  citadel  to  the  sounds  of 
plaintive  elocjuence,  or  fire  the  temple  at  the 
call  of  impassioned  enthasiasm. 

What,  »r,  is  the  cause  of  Southern  distress  ? 
Has  any  gentleman  yet  ventured  to  designate 
it  t  Oan  any  one  do  more  than  suppose,  or  ar- 
gumentative^r  assume  it  f  I  am  neither  willing 
nor  competent  to  flatter.  To  prtuse  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Sooth  Oarolina  would  be 

"  To  add  perfume  to  the  violet- 
Wasteful  and  riiUoiiloua  ezceas.** 

But  if  he  has  filled  to  discover  the  source  of 
the  evils  he  deplores,  who  can  unfold  it  f  Amid 
the  warm  and  indiscriminating  denunciations 
with  which  he  has  assailed  the  policy  of  pro- 
tecting domestic  manufactures  and  native  prod- 
uce, he  frankly  avows  that  he  would  not 
*'  deny  that  there  are  other  causes  besides  the 
tariff  which  have  contributed  to  produce  the 
evils  which  he  has  depicted."  What  are  those 
"other  oanses?"  In  what  proportion  have 
they  acted  f  How  mnoh  of  this  aark  i^adow- 
ing  u  ascribable  to  each  singly,  and  to  all  In 
combination  t  Wonld  the  tariff  be  at  all  fd% 
or  denoonoed,  if  these  otiier  causes  were  not  in 
operation!  Would  not,  in  foot,  ita  inflaence, 
its  discriminations,  its  inequalities,  its  oppres- 
sions, but  for  these  '*  other  causes,"  be  shaken 
by  the  elasticity  and  energy  and  ezhaustless  fmirit 
of  the  South,  as  "  dew  drops  from  the  lion's 
mane ! "  These  inqniries,  sir,  mnst  be  satisfac- 
torily answered  before  we  can  be  jnstiy  required 
to  Instate  away  an  entire  system.  If  it  be  the 
root  of  all  evil,  let  it  be  exposed  and  demolished. 
If  its  pennons  eidialations  be  but  partial,  let 
US  preserve  such  portions  as  are  innoxiooa.  If, 
as  the  Inminsry  m  day,  it  be  pure  and  salutary 
in  itself,  let  us  not  wish  it  extinguished,  beoaose 
of  the  shadowa  clouds,  and  darkness,  which 
obscure  its  biiglitness  or  impede  its  vivifying 
power. 

Sir,  there  are  "  other  causes  "  than  the  poUcy 
of  protection,  to  which  onr  Southern  brethren 
might,  and,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  impute  the 
deplored  evils  under  which  they  suffer.  Some 
of  these  are  adequate  to  produce,  and,  if  not 
providentially  arrested  in  their  progress,  wUl 
unavoidably  produce,  calamities  far  more  ex- 
tensive anddesolating  than  anyyet  experienced. 
Every  day,  every  hour,  augments  their  foroe, 
enlarges  mtar  Bphere,  and  mamfesto  their 
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agency.  Nor  is  their  onward  march  a  sketch 
of  fancy,  or  the  conclusion  of  plauriUe  aign- 
ment:  it  is  a  fact,  discernible  to  every  eye, 
known  to  every  well-informed  man  in  the 
country,  appreciated  by  every  candid  one,  and 
disputed  by  none.  The  delusion  and  mistake 
lie  in  considering  these  "other  causes"  as 
secondary  and  slight,  instead  of  primary  and 
powerful ;  in  visiting  upon  a  subject  of  political 
dislike,  wmsequences  fairly  and  obviously  at- 
tributable to  specific,  nataraL  social,  or  moral 
a^noies :  lu  fastening  npon  the  taiifi^  as  fan^ 
tics  are  apt  to  fasten  upon  th^  reputed  con- 
jurer or  wizard,  the  storm  of  the  elements,  the 
barrenness  of  plantations,  the  debility  arising 
from  constitational  disease,  and  the  mysterious 
operations  of  decay. 

I  have  said  that  "  othA  caoses "  exist,  ade* 
quate  to  all  the  lamented  distresses.  Among 
these,  is  one  which,  alone,  nnaided  by  co-oper- 
ation from  others,  necessarily  leads  to  reacdts 
of  wide-spread,  protracted,  and  con^iouoos 
embarrassment  and*  desolation.  The  great 
Southern  ^ple,  cotton,  is  the  product  of  an 
exhausting  plant— a  plant  which  feeds  vorap 
ciously  upon  the  fertility  and  strength  of  the 
best  soils.  Every  returning  season  finds  the 
earth  in  which  it  is  cultivated  less  competent 
to  BUf^ly  its  exactions,  and  snstfuning,  therefore, 
a  leas  hardy  and  generoos  growth.  The  ulti- 
mate dissatisfaction  of  the  planter,  whose  prod- 
uce thns  annually  diminishes,  is  inevitable. 
He  stru^les,  perhaps  for  years,  in  fruitiess 
efforts  to  revive  the  original  fecundity  of  his 
farm;  tu  arrest,  at  least,  itB  gradual  decrease 
from  eight  or  six  bales,  by  the  hand,  to  two  or 
three :  and  he  submits  to  the  reduction  of  his 
profits  and  many  deprivations,  rather  than 
abandon  a  home  to  which  he  has  become  habit- 
uated, a  neighborhood  in  which  he  has  acquired 
chu-acter  and  friends,  and  a  social  circle  to 
which  his  family  are  endeared  and  attached. 
But  the  final  period  of  comparative  sterility 
mnst  arrive ;  the  season  wherein  labor  wiU  be 
unrewarded,  granaries  unreplenished,  and  means 
nurenewed,  must  come  to  him  or  to  his  successor ; 
and,  when  that  period  is  at  hand,  the  dcgeoted 
and  disappointed  owner  looks  elsewhere  for 
consolation  and  resource.  Then  it  is,  sir,  the 
impelled  and  adventuroos  hasbandman  of 
Nortii  and  South  Carolina,  while  he  has  yet 
scarcely  entertained  the  project  of  removal, 
casts  his  anxious  eyes  npon  the  immense  r^on, 
in  his  immediate  vicinity,  of  land,  mnoh  dieap- 
er  than  in  his  native  State,  of  viigin  soil,  upon 
whose  charms  bis  favorite  voluptuary  has  not 
yet  battened,  of  equal,  if  not  superior,  climate, 
and  of  ascertained  fitness  in  every  respect,  for 
the  plant  to  which  his  skill  and  industry  have 
long  been  adapted.  Is  it  surprising  tiiat  this 
boundless  range  of  territory  shoud  attract 
capital  and  enterprise  to  the  culture  of  cotton 
from  all  parts  of  the  cotmtry !  That  the  quan- 
tity of  production  should  ru>idly  augment^  and 
ita  idative  value  of  price  fall,  or  that  it  should 
offer  temptations,  liresistiUe  by  oonsoions  in- 
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dnstiy  and  frngalitj,  to  abandon  the  compara- 
tively spent  farms  heretofore  tilled  ! 

Uen,  sir,  will  change  their  abodes,  onder  the 
circuniataDces  to  Tfaioh  I  have  adverted^  bj  an 
ImpnlBB  which  nu^  almost  be  r^;arded  as  a  law 
of  OUT  natare.  llie  serious  coDcenu  (tf  life  are 
not,  cannot^  md  ought  not  to  be  regulated  by 
the  amiable  sentunents  which  connect  them- 
selves with  the  recollections  of  the  past.  We 
qoit  the  homes  of  onr  ancestors,  the  graves  of 
OUT  kindred,  the  hills  and  valleys  of  our  child- 
hood, and  with  many  a  sigh,  it  is  tme,  and  with 
many  a  longing,  lingering  look  behind ;  bnt  we 
quit  tht^m  all,  with  proud  and  self-snstaining  res- 
olution, in  pursuit  of  eubslstence,  of  settlements 
for  our  children,  of  personal  and  permanent  in- 
dependence. Such  have  been  the  course  of 
human  conduct,  and  the  career  of  human  ac- 
tion, in  all  ages,  and  in  every  qnartw  of  the 
^obe.  The  land  of  promise  was,  and  always 
will  be,  the  goal  of  ceaseless  emigration.  We, 
sir,  eapeciaUy,  are  a  migratory  people.  With 
almost  every  range  of  climate,  and  an  unlimited 
extent  of  land  wherefrom  to  choose,  "  a  world 
before  us,  and  Providence  onr  guide,"  onr 
readiness  to  improve  the  condition  of  life,  by 
entering  upon  new  scenes  of  activity,  is  at  the 
same  time  unobstructed  by  the  difficulties  and 
doubts  which  repel  the  inhabitants  of  other 
countries.  Our  political  institntions  are  every- 
when  throughout  our  continent  the  same. 
Our  language,  with  inconsiderable  and  few  ex- 
ceptions, is  unifbrm ;  onr  medium  of  «ohange, 
money,  coin,  and  even  one  spedes  of  bank  pa- 
per, is  idenlaoal ;  the  great  practical  hindrances 
are  unknown  to  ns ;  and  we  may  pass  through 
every  degree  of  ^ubrious  temperature,  and 
over  thousands  of  leagues,  changing  in  our  prog- 
ress nothing  but  the  sky  and  the  soil.  Hence 
it  is  that  ve  have  long  since  turned  our  backs 
upon  the  Atlantic  ana  its  shores,  to  gaze  upon, 
and  to  bend  oar  steps  towards  the  rich  plains, 
the  laughing  valleys,  the  thronged  rivers,  and 
the  health-inspiring  hills,  of  the  American 
West. 

^  then,  rir,  the  ^milling^eturec^the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  South  Carolina  be  strictly 
tme ;  and  if  it  he  also  true,  as  no  one  has  been 
or  can  be  adventurous  enoiuh  to  deny,  that 
fhe  renons  lying  immediate^  to  the  west  of 
those  districts  which  his  picture  is  designed  to 
represent,  are  open  and  still  opening  for  a 
cheaper  and  more  abundant  growth  of  uie  very 
cotton  to  whose  depreciated  value  he  ascribes 
Southern  distress  and  complaint,  I  recognise,  in 
the  cause  to  which  I  have  referred,  an  adequate 
cause;  a  cause  absolutely  distinct  from  the 
tariff:  a  cause,  in  its  origin  and  effects,  tran- 
Boendendy  beyond  the  course  of  any  policy ;  ft 
cause,  oat  of  tiie  reach  of  legislative  remedy ;  a 
cause  which  human  agents  are  ntiterly  incom- 
petent to  control,  arrest,  mitigate,  or  modify. 

Having  thus,  At.  removed  from  debate,  or 
from  my  own  mind,  the  oppressive  weight  of 
80  mneh  of  the  ai:gmnent  of  the  Senators  op- 
posed to  me^  as  ooinste  of  ^wing  and  i^oon^ 
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pictures  of  hnman  wretchedness  and  local  des- 
olation, I  must  be  permitted  to  state  my  im- 
pressions of  what  this  great  national  policy, 
rather  disingenuously  termed  our,  or  the  Amer- 
ican system,  truly  is. 

Its  fonndataon,  Ur.  Fftsident,  is  fhe  broad 
and  impregnable  principle  of  nadonal  inde- 
pendence ;  and  its  olyect  and  tendency  are  to 
^ve  to  the  American  people^  the  entire  pecwde^ 
uie  people,  as  a  mass,  and  in  detail,  empu^- 
ments  of  their  own,  resources  of  their  own, 
strength  of  thmr  own,  and  happiness  of  their 
own ;  which  cannot  be  iqjuriotwly  affected  in 
war  or  peace,  through  strata^m  or  design  by 
any  other  people.  Such  are  its  cardinal  char- 
acteristics. If  there  be  any  portion  of  the 
means  for  effecting  this  policy,  which  does  not 
square  with  tiiese  characterisnos,  to  that  I  am 
opposed.  If.  in  attuning  these  fundamental 
and  invaluable  ol^eetSj  {Mrtial,  oooaaional,  or 
sectional  injury  be  inflicted,  that  I  would  rem- 
edy or  redress,  by  exerting  the  force  of  all  onr 
institutions  as  best  I  can.  The  good  of  the 
whole  is  rarely,  if  ever,  accomplished  witiiout 
some  sacrifice  to  at  least  a  part :  but,  nudoabt- 
edly,  the  dangers  and  inconveniences  of  every 
scheme  of  legislation  should  be  contracted  to 
as  narrow  a  sphere  as  possible,  should  be  anx- 
iously mitigated  as  much  as  possible,  and  shonld 
ultimately  be  repaid  as  fully  as  possible. 

Sir,  this  is  no  selfish  policy,  in  the  odious 
sense  of  that  epithet.  To  the  American  people, 
as  contradistinguished  from  any  and  evwy 
othei;  people,  it  may  be  so.  Nature,  in  the  cre- 
ation of  peculiar  languages,  variooa  clnnates, 
and  different  forms  m  Ooremment,  has  oom- 
pdled  distinct  and  separate  masses  of  men, 
oommnnities,  and  natiims,  to  be  selfish.  It  is 
their  state  of  natore,  liable  to  be  modified,  as 
civilization  leads  to  intercoorae,  barter,  and  re- 
ciprocity, by  convention  and  mntual  agreement 
only.  National  selfishness  results  from  neces- 
sity, and  is  beyond  reproach.  Without  IL  Inr 
dependent  existence  is  unimaginable:  withont 
it,  we  conld  have  no  country. 

Bat  . honorable  Senators  have  described  this 
policy  as  emanating  from,  and  ezduuvdiy  ase- 
nil  to,  rich  oraitaliets,  monqpolista,  and  mono- 
fiMSturers.  If  it  be  so,  let  na  abandtm  it  Bnt, 
before  ooqaiescing  in  the  description,  it  is  our 
duty  to  reflect  and  to  examine. 

As  a  policy,  sir,  adapted  to  the  welfare  of 
any  nation,  it  emanates  ^m  remote  antiqidty, 
and  has  been,  more  or  less,  cherished  and  prao- 
tised  by  every  people.  Kodem  philosophy  may 
sometimes  be  disadvantageonsly  contrasted  wit^ 
ancient  wisdom,  as  beautiful  abstractions  are 
often  disproved  by  a  succession  of  experiments. 
Egypt,  in  her  grandeor,  Greece,  in  hwhriUiontT; 
Borne,  in  her  omnipotence,  dedaeed  their  mag- 
nificence and  vigor,  at  least  in  part,  from  this  **  ao- 
cursed"  policy.  It  was  known  to  uiem  all;  It  was 
enforced  by  tJiem  all ;  and  it  (^grandized  them 
oil.  These  ore  great  names  I  and  the  annals  <tf 
history  tender  for  ennmeration  many  others  fiir 
miliar  to  the  learning  of  those  whom  I  address, 
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It  is  trne,  u  tiie  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
has  said,  ttiat  the  political  economr  of  free 
trade,  hovever  capuvatiiw  in  theory,  is,  in- 
deed, "a  diaooverr  of  mcxkm  times."  It  has 
no  enstenoe  bat  in  books.  It  never  haa  been 
tested,  and  it  never  can  t>e  tested,  withont  the 
Utopian  resort  to  a  Congress  of  nations — a  re- 
sort recommended  by  some  pamphleteer,  whose 
treatise,  npon  oar  tables  within  a  few 
weeks  past,  seems  to  come  in  aid  of  this  "  dis- 
covery of  modem  times" — a  resort,  which  like 
another  Congress,  that  of  Panama,  will  prove 
"  introavable,"  aoxioosly  and  pomponsly  sought, 
bat  never  foond, 
I  have  said  tliat  once  the  patriotism  of  Penn- 

Slvania  sided  witii  her  paticy :  and  I  agree 
at  now  her  interests  are  invtHved  in  its  stMdy 
prosecation.  She  has  inoorred,  withia  a  few 
years  back,  a  greater  public  debt  than  the  ex- 
istiag  one  of  the  naUon.  Her  internal  improve- 
ments, immeose  and  inestimable,  have  been 
mainly  and  vigorously  directed,  under  the  aus- 
ptoious  shield  of  your  protective  system,  to  the 
development  of  her  own  resources  and  the  en- 
couragepient  of  her  own  indostry.  Her  legal 
oode  has  given  every  £acility  to  the  attainment 
of  public  o(mveaience,  free  intercourse,  and 
safe  transpOTtation.  The  noble  turnpikes, 
broad  highwi^  countless  canals,  stdld  bndges, 
and  splmcUd  railways,  which  intersect  and 
unite  all  parts  of  her  territory,  are  the  products 
of  a  fiiU  reliance  in  the  stabmty  and  excellence 
of  the  poUoy.  Do  you  suppose  that  she  would 
have  gone  thus  &r  in  expenditure,  merely  to 
become  the  recipient  and  channel  of  exotic 
fiibrics— of  European  husbandry  and  manufac- 
tures! Ko,  sir.  Her  purpose  has  been  to 
scatter  ber  own  rich  ores  amon^  her  laborious 
people:  to  bring  into  operation  her  water 
power :  to  supply  her  mechanics  and  ber  poor 
with  her  various  woods,  her  inexhaustible  fuel, 
hw  salt,  her  minerals :  and  to  carry  comfort 
and  independmce  to  the  homestead  of  every 
Anqsr. 

What  are  tfie  fruits  of  this  Pennsylvania  pol- 
ity f  I  will  illustrate  them  by  recarring  to  the 
BiD|^e  article  of  her  own,  iron.  Its  quality  is 
unquestionably  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  that  of 
En^and.  Its  oohesiveness  is  greater — a  chun 
of  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter  not  breaking 
till  burdened  with  a  weight  of  sixty  tons,  while 
a  similar  English  one  yielded  to  forty-three  tons 
only :  one  of  an  inch  and  an  eighth  broke  not, 
till  oppressed  by  full  forty-one  tons.  For 
welding  also,  it  is  superior ;  superior  for  spikes 
and  bolts  employed  in  oonstmoting  ships ;  sur 
perior  for  wheel  tires ;  uid  at  least  equal  for  use 
on  railways.  Our  iron-workers  are  willing  to 
give,  and  aotoaUy  do  rive,  twenty-five  ^r 
cent  more  fbr  the  Amencan  ttum  the  English 
article. 

The  effect  of  our  policy  on  this  essential 
metal  haa  been  strikingly  evinced,  first,  in  aog- 
meutlng  the  number  of  its  factories  and  its 
qnantity :  secondly,  in  redncing  the  prioes  ot  its 
mumfluitaras :  ua^  thirdly,  m  diaBeminating 
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widely,  through  its  agents,  tiie  means  of  lab- 
sistence  and  comfort 

1.  Sinoe  the  year  1834,  thirty-four  new  fhr- 
naces  h^e  been  erected  in  Pennsylvania,  wtet 

,of  the  Alleghany  mountun— each  forming,  not 
a  mine  of  wealth  for  the  rich  monopolist,  but  a 
nudeus  for  a  busy,  thriving,  and  joyous  village. 

Daring  the  years  1829  and  1880,  the  quantity 
of  iron  rolled  at  Pittsburg  alone  increased  from 
three  thousand  to  more  than  nine  thousand 
tons. 

2.  The  reduction  of  the  prioes  was  a  neces- 
sary coriBequence  of  the  domestic  competition, 
created  and  excited  by  the  policy.  Since  1818, 
1819,  and  1820,  the  implements  of  husbandry 
have  sunk  in  price  thus :  Axes,  from  twenty- 
four  dollai^  to  twelve  dollars  by  the  doaen ; 
scythes,  spades,  and  common  ehovek,  fifty  per 
cent  Iron  hoes,  at  nine  dollars  by  the  dosen, 
have  given  way  to  steel  ones,  at  four  dollars  by 
the  dozen :  socket  shovels,  once  sold  at  twelve 
dollu^  by  tbe  dozen,  now  sell  at  four  dealers 
and  fifty  cents :  iron  vices,  once  at  twenty  ceaia 
by  the  pound,  now  at  ten  cents :  iHUxiers*  rods 
were,  in  1824,  imported  at  three  hundred  and 
thirteen  dollars  by  the  ton,  and  now  are  made 
at  one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars :  and  steam 
engines  have  actually,  sinoe  1828,  fallen  fifty 
per  cent  in  price,  wMle  at  the  same  time  the 
amonnt  of  material  and  labor  of  which  they  ar» 
oon^Kned,  has  nearly  doubled. 

8.  The  extent  to  which  the  manufaoture  of 
this  substance  contributes  to  diffhse  the  meaaa 
of  support  and  comfort,  cannot  be  predaefy 
estimated  as  to  any  particalar  district  of  coun- 
try. The  propomon  of  its  efibctive  action 
upon  Pennsylvania  may  alone  be  presumed 
from  a  fair  calculation  of  its  aggregate  value  in 
the  Union,  and  a  general  knowledgis  of  the  nu- 
merous and  important  establishments  scattered 
throughout  that  State.  It  is  ascertuned,  with 
reasonable  certainty,  that,  in  the  small  county 
of  Delaware,  about  two  hundred  and  thirty-five 
persona  annually  mioduce  a  value  of  two  hun- 
dred and  seven  thousand  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars,  which  undei^oes  its  local 
and  natural  distribation.  In  the  large  oonnties 
cf  Centre  and  Huntingdon,  extensively  engaged 
in  the  business,  the  computation  necessarily 
rises  much  higher.  Kow,  it  is  believed,  from 
such  returns  as  have  been  collected,  that  in  the 
United  States  there  are  no  fewer  than  twenty- 
four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
iron  workmen,  each  having,  on  an  average, 
four  individuals  dependent  upon  his  labors: 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-five  human  beings  .are 
therefore  provided  with  adequate  Uvdihood  by 
this  single  branch  of  industry  in  Ita  earliest 
stages.  Supposing  each  workman  to  receive 
the  modicum  of  one  dollar  a  day,  or  s^  three 
hundred  dollars  a  year,  and  there  are  dissemi- 
nated in  wage*  no  less  than  seven  million  four 
hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred dcdlars :  their  fabrics,  finding  their  way  to 
various  markets,  scatter,  as  they  advance,  the 
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obargea  of  transportation,  oompnted  to  exceed 
<me  miUioa  two  hundred  and  fifty  thouaand 
doUara :  and  thus  the  entire  process  famishes, 
for  ^flti^D  among  the  laboring,  metftorioos, 
and  most  nsefnl  maasea  of  society,  an  auDnal 
Bom  little  short  of  nine  millions  of  dollars. 
The  proportion  of  this  imposing  Talne  which 
falls  to  the  lot  of  Pennsylvania,  may  be  imag- 
ined, but  cannot  be  asserted. 

The  relation,  Mr.  President,  of  the  observa- 
tions which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  to  the  two  res- 
olntions  before  ns,  is  obvious  and  direct. 

The  first  resolutioii — tiiat  of  the  Senator 
from  Eentnoky — ^presapposes  the  national  debt 
ptid,  and  proposes  to  reduce  the  daUes  on  arti- 
olea  imported,  as  far  at  least  a  is  ooiuBtent 
with  the  prind^  and  praclace  aC  protecting 
the  great  national  interests  invdlTed  m  domes- 
tio  manufactures.  . 

The  second  resolation— that  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina — ^proposes  to  reduce  the 
revenue  to  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  to 
abandon,  gradually,  but  certunly,  the  principle 
and  practice  of  protection. 

The  first  asnerts  protection,  but  is  perfectly 
compatible  wiUi  modifications  in  detail:  the 
second,  in  dengn  and  ^irit,  repu^atea  modifi- 
cation wbtdly,  and  inststs  npon  entire  relin- 
qoishment.  It  is  posuble  and  oroper  for  any 
one  to  vote  for  the  adoption  of  the  first,  and 
yet  feel  at  perfect  liberty  to  acqnieaoe  in  Just 
and  reasonable  alterations  of  the  policy.  It  is 
impossible  and  improper  for  any  one  to  vote 
for  the  second,  who  is  not  prepared  to  lay  the 
axe  to  the  roo^  and  to  demolish  the  entire  edi- 
fice of  protection,  to  deny  the  ezistencd  or  sal- 
utary nature  of  the  power,  in  the  federal  sys- 
tem, to  pronounce  a  sentence  of  condemnation 
and  usurpation  upon  all  who  have  preceded  us, 
and  to  throw  back  npon  the  separate  States,  as 
unfit  or  unworthy  of  retention,  the  delegated 
aoA  important  authority  a$  fostering  the  iDdns- 
try  of  tne  American  people. 

Believing,  ^r,  aa  X  do,  that  whstCTer  may 
have  heen.  the  character  of  ite  origin,  this  6ot- 
emment  actually  emanates,  under  the  forma  of 
an  adopted  constitntion,  from  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  is  essentially  aa  well  national 
as  federative :  that  the  powers  to  levy  imposts 
and  to  regulate  commerce  are  powers  not  merely 
expr^y  granted  by  the  States,  but  are  pow- 
eh  without  which  the  Government  ought  not 
and  cannot  exist :  that  the  grant  of  those  pow- 
ers was  accompanied  with  the  full  knowledge 
that  they  had  been  universally,  and  would  be 
hfO!^  made  the  means  of  protecting  domeatio 
produce  and  mannihotnrefl  &om  the  iq}utioas 
courses  and  inonrdons  of  other  conntriea ;  that, 
in  fact,  such  protection  was  one  of  the  moving 
objects  of  the  revolution,  of  the  ITnlon,  and  m 
the  explicit  delegation  of  those  powers:  and 
that  a  policy  was  promptly  established  in  con- 
formity with  these  views,  and  has  unceasingly 
been  pursued.  I  am  nnwilling,  and,  oonaut- 
•ntly  with  my  understanding     the  senatorial 
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oath,  I  am  nnable^  to  sanction  the  pr(^>oritioa 
o£  WM  gentleman  from  Sont^  Garohna,  by 
wUch  all  this  is  virtnally,  if  not  directly,  re- 
pudiated and  denied. 
I  am  inflexible,  ar*  as  to  nothing  but  ade- 

auate  protection.  The  prooess  <^  attuning 
lat  may  undei^  any  mutation.  Secure  that 
to  the  homq  labor  of  this  country^  and  our  op- 
ponents shall  have,  as  far  as  my  voice  and  8a£- 
frage  can  give  it  to  them,  a  "  carts  hlanehe " 
whereon  to  settle  any  arrangement  or  a^nst- 
ment  their  intelligence  may  surest.  It  might 
have  been  eroeobed,  not  unreasonably,  that 
they  who  demred  change  should  tender  tiieir 
prcgeot;  that  they  would  derignate  noxious  par^ 
ticulan,  andintunatetbdr  remediea;  that  they 
would  invoke  the  skill  and  aariatance  of  practi- 
cal and  experienced  olMervers  on  a  subgeot  with 
which  few  of  us  are  familiar ;  and  "point  with 
precision  to  such  parts  of  the  extennve  syatem 
as  can  be  modified  withoot  weakening  or  en- 
dangering the  whole  structure.  They  Imve  for- 
borne to  do  this.  They  demand  an  entire 
demolition.  Free  trade  is  the  burden  of  their 
eloquence ;  the  golden  fieece  of  their,  adven- 
turooB  enterprise ;  the  goal  short  of  which  they 
will  not  pause  even  to  breathe.  I  cannot  join 
their  expedition  for  such  olyect.  An  establieh- 
ed  policy,  coeval,  in  the  language  of  President 
Jad^scm,  with  our  Government;  believed  \^ 
an  immense  minority  of  onr  people  to  be  con- 
stitutional, wise,  and  expedient;  may  not  be 
abruptly  abandoned  by  Oongreas,  without  a 
treacherons  departure  from  duty,  a  shameless 
dereliction  of  sacred  trust  and  oonfid«ioe.  To 
expect  it,  is  both  extravagant  and  unkind.  But 
show  us  your  scheme :  call  it  one  of  revenue 
exclusively,  if  yon  will:  names  and  epithets 
are  immaterial :  let  it  accommodate  our  policy 
with  the  new  fiscal  attitude  of  the  nation,  and 
with  your  wishes ;  and,  for  one,  I  will  give  it 
the  favorable  hearing  and  consideration  to 
which  the  purity  of  your  motives  and  yonr 
alleged  sufferings  oertainly  entitie  it.  It  is  not 
impossible,  sir,  (though  I  oonfess  myself  a  very 
feeble  instmctor  on  this  vast  business,)  that 
some  ratioofd  project  may  spring  from  sober 
and  analytical  inquiiy,  to  reconcile  ns  all.  I 
have  heard  intimated  that  new  regulations  in 
collecting  the  revenue  might  make  the  proteo- 
tion  to  manufactures  even  more  efi'ectnal  than 
it  now  is,  and  yet  remove  every  cause  of  com- 

Slaint.  Let  gentiemen  set  them  forth  for  can- 
id  scrutiny.  Shall  it  he  by  exacting  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  in  cash  ?  By  a  system  of  licenses 
to  auctioneers  t  By  abolidiing  the  assesanent 
of  duties  on  minimum  values?  Develop  the 
scheme,  and  enable  ns  to  judge.  Do  you  pnSat 
attaining  your  purpose  by  specific  reauotKnu  at 
duty!  On  what  artides,  then?  to  what  ex- 
tent! by  what  gradual  decrease?  All  we  de- 
sire, to  enable  us  to  prove  our  readiness  to 
accommodate  this  entangling  and  distracting 
theme  of  l^islation,  is,  that  generalities  msy 
be  relinquished ;  that  an  unconditional  surren- 
der to  uie  Utt^daa  theory  oi  fi«e  trade  may 

Digi:ized  by  Google 


The  Tarif—Itadwiion  of  DtOieu 


DBBATBS  OF  GONORBSS. 


409 


XuMsi^issa.] 

not  b«  invoked ;  and  that  audi  modificatiwu  of 
the  ensting  polioj  may  be  dialked  ont  as  will 
be  nsefol  to  our  opponents  without  being  de- 
structive to  the  policy  itself. 

I  lament,  Ur.  President,  having  been  obliged, 
in  the  diocharge  of  a  supposed  duty,  to  trespass 
so  long  upon  the  indulgent  attention  of  the 
Senate.  I  wonld  close,  oneerfally,  and  forbear, 
in  oooformity  with  my  original  determination, 
adverting  to  any  topio  not  directly  connected 
with  the  eubjet^  of  discossion.  On6  matter, 
however,  has  been  incidentally  introdnoed,  and 
has,  in  truth,  been  often  vehemently  urged 
nptm  our  r^eotdon,  as  to  which  I  might  be 
Earned  a  f^UileM  and  nnfeding  representative 
were  I  to  abst^  from  eiqtresnng  the  decked 
sense  and  anxions  sentiments  <tf  the  patriotic 
community  who  sent  me  here. 

Sir,  I  have  nothing  so  much  and  so  deeply  at 
heart,  as  the  maiateoance  of  the  harmony  and 
perpetuity  of  this  Union,  Whatever  may  be 
tiie  conb^ry  and  irreconcilable  appearance  of 
opinions,  no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  and 
no  difference  can  be  contemned,  while  the 
preservation  of  our  constitution,  and  the  good 
of  the  cooutry,  are  the  leading  and  paramount 
objects  of  us  all.  If  there  be  any — oertunly 
there  are  none  upon  this  floor — who  seek  to 
distract  the  peace  and  dissolve  the  bonds  of  oar 
federative  Govenunent ;  who  wonld  put  at 
hazard,  in  pnrsoit  of  temporary  projects,  or  to 
indulge  ambitious  aspirants,  Uie  repose  and  in- 
fllitutibns  of  the  repnblio;  who  contemplate 
change  and  revolution ;  I  beseech  such  men  to 
extend  their-  forecasting  vision  Into  the  future, 
and  to  coaftMt  posterity.  Let  them  be  warned, 
by  anticipating  the  ju^^ent  of  that  tribunal, : 
The  excitements  of  the  day  may  be  gratified : 
tbey  niay  delude  themselves  into  the  belief  that 
they  are  laboring  to  vindicate  the  constitntion, 
or  to  nphold  the  principles  of  human  liberty ;  i 
bat  if  they  recklessly  involve  the  American 
people  in  the  horrors,  uncertainties,  and  fatal 
consequences  of  civil  war,  and  of  violent  dis- 
roplion,  they  must  be  content  to  receive,  as  a 
merited  reward,  an  immortality  of  detestation. 
Their  party  and  paltry  pretexts  will  be  fbi^t- 
ten;  their  redned  discriminations  in  theory, 
and  their  bigh-wronght  declamation,  will  be 
forgotten;  even  their  virtuous  passions  will 
cease  to  extenuate  tlwir  offence ;  and  all  pos- 
terity, stm^ling  in  vain  to  recombine  the  ele- 
ments, and  to  rebuild  the  edifice  of  onr  great, 
and  glorious,  and  happy  confederacy — axaii  the 
desolation  of  perpetoal  conflicts,  and  in  the 
darkness  of  seotioual  bondage — will  doom  them 
to  lond,  deep,  and  everlasting  execration.  Let 
no  man,  dr,  se^  deration  w  renowDf  at  tiw 
price  of  the  KaUooal  Union  and  tranqnlllity. 
Be  wiU  never  find  it.  Failing,  he  must  rank, 
daring  life,  among  the  few  ontoasts  whom  we 
have  yet  engendered ;  and  if  he  achieve  Iiis 
conntry's  ruin,  when  dead,  the  burning  lava  of 
nniveraal  hatred  will  roll  hissing  over  his 
;  and,  though  like  "  the  aspiring  youth 
who  fired  the  Epheriaa  dmie^"  ha  shonm  ae- 


[Sbusb. 

qaire  fHme,  it  will  be  the  fitme  of  Mtter  and 
bonndlass  abhorrmoe. 


Fbidat,  March  2. 

The  Tarif—Btduotion  ofDutiea.. 

The  Senate  then  again  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Mr.  Out's  resolation,  together 
with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  Mr. 
Hatkx, 

Mr.  RoBBms,  of  Rhode  Island,  ros^  and  ad- 
dressed the  Seriate  as  follows: 

The  question  before  os.  as  I  take  it,  Is  one  of 
expediency.  Is  it  expedient  to  ^ve  to  the  in- 
dustry of  the  coontry  the  market  of  the  conn- 
toy,  by  means  of  protecting  duties,  in  prefsrenoe 
to  leaving  that  maAet  open  to  the  eqnal  mm- 
petition  of  fordgn  Industry  wUhont  restrio- 
tiouf 

I  know  it  has  been  urged  here,  uid  much 
insisted  on  elsewhere,  that  the  e:q)ediency  is 
not  the  only  question ;  that  a  prior  and  para- 
mount question  is,  has  Congress  the  power,  the 
constitutional  power  to  do  this  ? 

It  is  not  denied  that  Congress  has  dumed 
and  exercised  this  power,  from  the  commenoe- 
mmt  <Xt  the  Government  to  this  hour ;  that  it 
is  now  in  practical  operatioi ;  and  that  never, 
till  rinee  1828,  has  it  been  seriously,  if  at  all, 
questioned,  by  any  party,  at  any  time. 

There  are  two  or  three  reflections,  which,  if 
duly  weighed,  I  should  think  would  sc^sfy 
every  reflecting  mind  that  Congress,  in  exer- 
ci»ng  this  power,  has  not  usurpeid  undel^ated 
power. 

If  the  power  of  taxation,  ad  libitum  In 
amount,  be  in  Congress,  the  exercise  of  that 
power  must  be  discretionary  with  Congress; 
and  whether,  in  any  given  instsnoe,  it  shall  be 
exereised,  or  to  what  extent  it  slutll  be  exer- 
cised, must  always  be  a  question  of  expe^eney. 
and  never  can  be  a  qoe^on  of  oonstitutionai 
right  Now,  the  powor  <^  taxation  Is  expressly 
given  to  Ooogress,  and  given  without  limitn- 
Woa  as  to  the  amount  of  revenue  to  be  raised 
by  it  That  amount  is  left  to  tiie  diawetion 
Congress. 

Again:  The  regulation  of  commerce  with 
fore^  nations  is  expressly  g^ven  to  Congress, 
and  given  without  restriction.  Now,  a  tariff 
of  duties  on  imports  is  strictly  and  literally  a 
regulation  of  commerce  with  foreign  nations ; 
and  whether  that  tariff  shall  be  higher  or  lower, 
or  what  it  shall  be,  must  be  a  question  of  expe- 
diency, and  cannot  be  a  question  of  constitn- 
tional  right 

Beaidea,  this  power,  as  has  been  well  stated, 
and  ably  argned  by  the  hcmoraUe  gentieman 
from  Tennessee,  QSx.  Qxtodt,)  Is  esamtial  to 
national  sovereignty ;  and  to  deny  it  to  onr  Gov- 
ernment, would  be,  so  for,  to  lay  our  country  pros- 
trate at  the  feet  of  every  other  sovereignty  in  the 
world.  If  all  other  sovereignties  could  wield 
this  power  agdnst  us,  (as,  undoubtedly,  they 
can,  and  di^)  aod.wa  coud  not  widd  it  against 
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them  in  self-defence  bnt  the  supposition  is 

intolerable,  and  I  will  Dot  carry  ont  the  idea, 
and  dq^  the  oonseqaences. 

For  what  AmerioaA,  jastlj  proad  of  his  na- 
tion, ooold  brook,  for  a  momeot,  Uie  idea  of  a 
crippled  and  snbordinate  sorereignty,  that  ooald 
not  meet  an;  other  and  every  other  national 
sovereignty,  with  power  agaUist  power,  with 
prerogative  against  prerogative,  as  an  eqnd? 
National  sovereignties,  whatever  may  be  the 
form  of  the  National  Government,  have  all  the 
same  attributes ;  otherwise,  they  woatd  not  be 
eqnal  and  independent  sovereignties.  QoA  for- 
bid that  this  government  should  ever  admit 
the  idea,  or  act  upon  the  idea,  of  being  an  in- 
ferior, and,  therefore,  a  degraded  sovereignty  I 
li,  then,  yon  admit  (and  who  will  deny  itt) 
Uiat  oor  Government  may  exert  tiiis  power 
against  other  Govemmenta,  to  vindioata  onr 
equal  and  jost  rights,  yon  jfivo  np  the  whole 
oontroversy ;  for  then  yon  admit  tne  exiatenoe 
of  the  power  in  the  Government  The  power 
being  admitted,  its  exercise,  in  all  oases,  must 
be  r^nlated  by  the  discretion  of  Congress. 

How,  then,  I  ask,  can  it  be  contended  that, 
in  exercising  this  poweo-,  Congress  has  usurped 
nndelegated  power! 

instead  of  saying  this,  yon  vary  yonr  lan- 
guage, and  say  that  Congress,  in  fixing  a  tariff 
oi  duties  on  imports,  wit£  a  view  to  protection, 
baa  abased  discretionary  power,  it  brings  the 
inqniry  preoisdy  to  what  I  stated  it  to  be—an 
inqniry  as  to  toe  expe^enoy  of  the  protecting 
policy. 

And  let  it  be  recollected  that  the  qnestion  is 
not,  whether  a  new  policy,  and  hiuierto  on- 
known  to  tiie  Government,  shall  now  be  adqpt- 
'ed;  bnt  whetiier  a  I>oliOT,  ooeval  witii  the 
Government  itaelf,  which  has  now  been  pur- 
sued for  forty  years  and  upwards,  and  with  a 
gradually  increasing  intensity;  which  is  now 
m  the  full  tide  of  experiment ;  with  which  in- 
terests, almost  too  vast  to  be  calculated,  and 
bardly  to  be  conceived,  have  grown  up  and  are 
interwoven,  and  on  which  tlwy  are  dependent 
— the  question  now  Is,  whether  this  ix^oy  shall 
be  contianed,  or  shall  be  abandoned,  lliough 
this  is  really  tiie  question ;  though  these  con- 
riderations  canj  wftb  them  an  imposing  weight 
towards  settling  this  question;  yet  I  am  not 
willing  to  rest  it,  and  leave  it  to  be  decided  on 
these  considerations :  for  I  am  convinced  that 
the  policy  is  the  true  policy  of  this  country ; 
and  that,  if  it  had  never  been  adopted,  it  ought 
now  to  be  adopted;  that  we  are  invited 
to  it  by  other  considerations,  that  are  irresist- 
ible. 

No  State  erer  became  great  by  its  policy,  but 
by  a  steady  and  persevering  pursuit  of  that 
P<dicy;  and  wonderful  is  the  efficacy  of  each 
atea^neas  and  peneveranoe.  1  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  a  few  Iiutanees. 

Great  Britain  owes  her  astonishing  opulence 
and  power  to  this  steadiness  of  pursnit.  It  is 
now  about  two  hundred  years  rince  she  began 
In  earnest  the  policy  of  seenring  to  her  own 


industry  the  monopoly  of  her  own  mail^; 
and  never  for  a  moment  has  she  relaxed  in  the 
least  from  the  pursuit  of  that  pc^y.  It  in- 
volved her  in  one  war ;  but  no  force  without, 
no  complaint,  no  clamors  witiiin,  ever  indnoed 
on  her  j«rt  any,  the  least  wavering,  in  the  pm^ 
suit.  The  astonishing  results,  I  have  just  now 
^ven.  Other  nations  have  not  profited  equally 
by  the  pxdicy,  only  because  they  have  fitiled  w 
equal  steadiness  in  the  pursait  With  them, 
the  p<^oy  has  been  flnotnatiug ;  sometimes 
pursued,  and  sometimes  abandoneo,  and  some- 
times relaxed  into  a  ^'judicious  tariff."  It  is 
hence  that  they  have  been  thrown  so  much  in 
the  rear  of  Great  Britain.  But  their  eyes  are 
now  opened ;  the  scales  have  fallen  from  tbem ; 
the^  are  wide  awake  to  the  importance  oi  this 
policy;  and  Great  Britain  can  no  longer  delude 
them  with  the  fine  theory  of  her  Adun  SmMi, 
whioh  die  reonmnends  to  them,  but  rqpnAatw 
for  herself. 

Agdn :  Ancient  Bome  was  onee  an  Inoonrid- 
er^e  village,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber.  Tfaat 
village  reared  itsdf  into  a  vast  empire,  embrae- 
ing  the  fairest  portitHis  of  the  habitable  ^obe ; 
extending^  on  one  line,  (as  the  poet  eiqvesseait,) 

**A  Gadibns  Bsque 
Aarorun  et  Gangen : " 

"from  Oadia  to  Anrwa  and  the  Ganoes;"  <« 
the  other,  frcRu  tiio  burning  desert  ctf  l^bia  to 
the  Danube  and  the  Rhino— an  em^re  d  whidi 
all  present  France  was  bnt  a  province^  said 
Great  Britain  but  an  appendage  of  that  pror- 
inoe.  Id  Europe,  in  Asia,  in  AMca,  she  saw 
her  ei^(Ie8,  Uke  the  delccates  <tf  hei^Jove,  bear 
her  thunders  in  trituniMB  over  their  H)tf}i^ted 
and  trembling  nati<m8.  How  is  this  prodigy 
to  be  accounted  for  ?  Solely  by  ateadmesa  ol 
pursuit.  That  ambitious  village  proposed  to 
herself  tiie  acquidtion  of  milituy  power,  and 
noUiing  else— 

"  Bm  tibi  enmt  artes ;  pads  que  imponere  morein, 
Pareete  suljeetb,  et  debdlare  snpertNis : " 

toid  the  whole  scheme  of  her  pcdioy  had  refer* 
eoce  to,  and  was  conoentered  in,  that  leading 
oltJeot;  and  that  poUcy  was  steadily,  and  mi- 
waverlngly,  and  exdudve^y,  pursued,  for  seven 
hundred  years.  The  same  policy  that  progres- 
sively roarod  up  this  gigantic  power  against  the 
world,  afterwards  sustained  it  over  the  worid 
for  another  seven  hundred  years.  The  power 
and  the  policy  fell  together.  Rome  remained 
invincible,  till  corruption,  after  having  tri- 
umphed over  every  thing  else,  came  at  last  to 
triumph  over  her  military  institutions — then 
Home  fell,  and  avenged  the  conquered  worid 
with  her  own  suicidal  hand. 

But  the  most  intwestii^  instaaoe  of  Ihe  tM- 
caoy  of  this  steadiness  of  pnmlt  was  ^t«i 
the  iAij  of  Athens ;  the  most  interestu^,  be- 
oanse  the  ol^ect  was  most  so.  From  the  earliest 
times,  Athena  aspired  to  literature  and  tbo 
elei^t  arts,  Tlu^^  were  nud^  Kontesqulen 
remarks,  a  direct  ioA  leading  otd«ot  with  tbv 
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GoTemment ;  Bingokr  ia  this  respect,  and  dif- 
fering flrom  eTery  other.  By  a  steady  pnrsnit 
of  tlu)  polio;  adopted  with  a  view  to  this  end, 
the  dity  of  Athens  became  enchrs  monament  of 
the  arts,  that  even  her  imperfect  and  dilapi- 
dated remains  are  at  this  day  the  wonder  of 
the  woiid.  What  splendors,  then,  most  she 
hare  emitted  in  the  day  of  her  splendor  I 
When,  in  her  freshness,  she  met  the  morning 
ann,  and  reflected  hmok  a  rival  glory  I  When 
ahe  was  fbU  ot  tiie  mastmrpieoea  of  genhia  in 
every  art— ereatiooa,  that  were  ni&  to  have 
exalted  in  the  hnmaa  mind  the  ideas  of  the 
divinities  themselves  1  The  fervid  eloqaenoe 
of  Demosthenes  f^ed,  unequal  to  the  task  to 
do  jnstioe  to  those  immortal  splendors,  when 
empk^r^,  as  it  occasionally  was,  for  that  pur- 
pose, m  his  addresses  to  the  Athenian  people. 
It  was  by  the  steady  pnrsnit  of  Uie  some  pol- 
ioy,  that  their  literary  works  of  every  kind 
(and  in  every  kind  they  were  extremely  nn- 
merons)  oame  to  he  equally  the  masterpieces  of 
human  genius;  and  being  more  diffused,  and 
less  impMred  by  the  injuries  of  time,  than  the 
other  monnments  of  the  arts,  they  were,  and 
■till  are,  more  the  wfHiders  of  the  wwld.  They 
were  carried  to  suoh  a  hei^t  of  perfuitaon, 
that,  after  it,  the  Athenians  themselvee  oonld 
never  snrpass  them ;  while  others  have  never 
been  able  to  eqnal  them.  Now,  what  haa  been 
tiie  effect  ?  Literatore  and  the  arts  have  gath- 
ered aronnd  that  city  a  charm  that  was,  and  is, 
felt  by  all  numklnd ;  which  no  distance,  no 
time,  can  dispel.  No  scholar,  of  any  age  or 
dime,  bat  has  made  (in  fancy,  at  least)  a  pil- 
grimage to  its  shore ;  there  to  call  around  nim 
uie  shades  of  their  mighty  dead,  whose  minds 
still  live,  and  delight  and  astonish  in  their  im- 
mortal works.  It  is  emphatically  the  city  of 
the  heart,  where  the  affeononi  delist  to  dwell ; 
the  green  spot  <rf  the  earth,  where  the  &noy 
lovea  to  lii^^r.  How  poor  la  brute  force — 
even  the  most  magnlfleent,  even  the  Boman — 
compared  to  the  empire  of  mind,  to  which  all 
other  minds  pay  their  voluntary  homage  I  Her 
literature  and  her  arts  acquired  to  Athens  this 
ffloipire,  which  her  remains  still  preserve,  and 
always  will  preserve.  In  contemplating  the 
phraomenon  of  her^iterary  achievements,  a 
great  and  profound  writer  could  not  forbear 
saying,  ^  that  it  seemed  a  providential  event,  in 
honor  of  human  nature,  to  show  to  what  per- 
fsetim  the  ^teoiea  mi^t  asoend."  Oall  it 
providential,  if  yoa  please— as  every  event  is, 
In  some  sense^  prondutial— but  U  waa  the 
eiflbot  of  artificial  oanses,  as  raudi  so  as  the  mil- 
ftary  poww  of  the  Romans ;  it  waa  the  effect 
of  a  policy,  early  adopted,  and  always  after- 
wards steadily  paraaed.  I  know  the  opinion 
that  asoribes  lul  this  to  a  peonliar  ftlMty  of  nap 
tore.  Horace,  I  know,  ai^^- 

"  Or^is  ingAuhim ;  GraUs  dedlt  ore  rotundo 
Husa  toqni ;  pneter  laodetn  nulUus  aTaris." 

Bat  what  gave  them  that  absorl^ng  avarice 
offtme?  It  was  infosed  into  them  i^'  thdr 


institutions;  it  was  that  one  universal  aenti' 
ment,  generated  by  those  institntions ;  and 
what  he  calls  the  pft  of  genias,  bestowed  by 
the  muses,  was  the  common  mind,  exalted  and 
refined  by  the  operation  and  force  of  the  same 
institutions.  It  was  these  which  had  refined 
an  Athenian  mob,  as  the  Athenian  pec^le  are 
sometimes  called,  into  an  an^enoe  of  oriti<»l 
taste.  The  Attic  eloquence,  called  so  by  vray 
oi  pre-raoinenoe,  waa  but  a  oonfonmty  to  the 
reqnirementa  of  that  taate. 

Such  is  the  wcmderftil  effioaoy  of  iteadineai 
of  pnrsnit,  (as  we  have  seen  diqtla^ed  in  those 
instances,)  by  a  nation  pursoing  national  oljeots 
by  adeqnate  means. 

Bat  to  return  to  this  protecting  p<diey.  It 
seems  to  me  straiwe,  passing  strange,  that  «i- 
lightened,  and  refleoting,  and  patilotio  men 
should  doubt  the  expediency  of  this  policy  for 
onr  country,  or  be  cold  in  the  pnrsnit.  But 
the  bitter  hostility  it  enoounters  from  saeh 
men,  is  to  me  asbmishing;  it  puzzles  and  con- 
founds me  when  I  would  account  for  it  But 
for  my  respect  tar  them,  I  should  sar  it  waa 
like  the  fiuiatidara  ot  hoUndnated  minoB^  Ced- 
ing on  th^  own  ehimeras;  ao  irratimia],  ao 
visionary,  it  appears  to  me,  to  impute  any  ai»- 
tress  that  may  exist,  in  any  part  of  onr  ooon- 
tiy,  to  this  policy  as  its  cause.  It  appears  to 
me  like  the  inaamty  that  mistakes  a  friend  for  a 
foe,  and  under  that  delorion  is  fatally  bent  cm 
destroying  that  friend. 

We  have  an  ample  revenue  from  Imports,  an 
increasing  revenue  from  imports,  and  made  so 
by  this  very  policy ;  unincumbered  with  debt, 
or  soon  to  be  disencumbered;  ample  for  our 
<uvil  list ;  anwle  for  all  the  works  of  external 
defence,  and  ul  wo^  of  internal  improvement 
— works  oalled  finr  by  all  the  interests  of  the, 
country — wotIu  that  wonld  cost  the  Govern- 
ment nothing  bat  the  advance  of  the  capital,  to 
be  again  retarned  to  the  Treasury  with  interest 
— works  that  would  reimburse  themselvee,  tm. 
times  told,  in  the  increased  wealth  d  the  coun- 
try thereby.  And  this  policy,  from  wUdi  thia 
ample  and  increasing  revenue  nnings,  as  from 
a  perennial  foontun,  is  to  be  abandoned ;  not 
suspended,  but  abandoned,  now  and  forever  I 
The  idea  of  improving  the  condition  of  the 
country  for  intenourse  is  to  be  abandoned  now 
and  forever,  at  least,  so  far  as  this  Qovem- 
ment  is  to  be  concerned.  The  depretnaticm, 
the  loss,  the  ruin,  as  to  works  of  this  kind,  now 
in  being  or  progress,  whether  by  States  or  hi- 
dlvidoaJs,  wluoh  will  be  invdlved  In  the  aban- 
donment of  this  policy  as  its  necessary  oonse- 
quenoe;  the  final  bar,  as  another  necessary 
consequence  of  such  abandonment,  to  further 
like  enterprises,  either  by  States  or  ia^vidoals ; 
the  entire  and  the  eternal  loss  of  this  whcde 
object  to  onr  ooontry,  are  disregarded,  and 
trrated  as  trifles  light  as  air.  This  ample  rev- 
enue— ample  for  all  the  purposes  indicated,  and 
ample  for  the  farther  parposea  of  laying  those 
foundations  which,  in  due  time,  woald  make 
thia  eonntt;f  as  illnitrioai  in  mind,  and  ita  hn- 
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mortal  prodactioQB  as  pre-eminent  for  physical 
resources  and  prosperous  coDdition — this  ample 
revenue,  that  does  not  bear  npon  the  country 
with  the  weight  of  a  feather — that  is  not  felt 
by  the  people  as  a  burden,  more  than  the  ur 
they  breathe,  is  to  be  abandoned,  and  for  what? 
To  faTor  foreign  industry,  at  the  expense  of  oar 
own :  for,  whatever  may  be  intended,  this  will 
be  the  effSeot  The  stimDltu  it  gives  to  onr  in- 
dustry, and  the  inoreased  profits  of  that  iodus- 
try,  make  the  aapposed  burden  merely  imag- 
inary. Besides,  the  necessary  effect  of  the 
policy  is  to  reduce  prices;  this  is  not  denied, 
nor  can  it  be ;  bat  it  is  said  the  effect  is  not  im< 
mediate.  In  legislation,  are  we  to  look  only  to 
the  present  moment  ana'  immediate  effect  f  Is 
the  State  the  being  of  a  day  t  Have  we  not 
children  to  come  after  us?  Will  they  not  have 
children  to  come  after  them  ?  Have  those  who 
ore  to  descend  feom  us  no  claim  to  oar  provi- 
denoe  for  their  good  I  The  patriot  statesman 
acta  for  the  Sti^  and  with  reference  to  the 
being  and  the  well  being  of  the  State,  now  and 
hereafter— ^r  a  long  hereafter — and  in  the 
hope  of  a  never-ending  hereafter.  Are  we,  as 
patriot  statesmen,  in  order  to  avoid  a  slight 
and  transient  banlen  to  ourselves,  (if  it  be  one,) 
to  liirow  away  the  opportunity  and  means  of 
providing  for  the  great  and  permanent  interests 
ot  the  coantry  for  all  ftitnre  time  t 


Wbdhesdat.  March  7. 
■  ApportitmmaU  BUL 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Hiis 
bill-^e  qaestion  being  on  the  amendment 
submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Wkbstik, 

(Tbe  main  object  of  the  amendment  is  nm- 
pty  to  approximate  more  nearly  to  an  equitable 
representation,  by  giving  to  each  State,  having 
a  fraction  exceecUng  a  moiety  of  the  ratio  rep- 
resentation, one  additional  member.} 


Thdbsdat,  March  8. 
ApporHonmmt  JBiU. 

The  bill  was  then  agcdn  taken  up,  together 
with  the  snlntitate  offered  by  Mr.  Webstsb, 
and  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  Fobstth  to  atrike  oat 
frcan  the  sabstitate  the  olanse  providing  for  the 
representation  of  ft'actions. 

Mr.  Clayton  contended  that  no  apportion- 
ment bill  had  ever  passed,  which  did  not,  in 
effect  represent  fractions.  The  bill  of  1792,  re- 
jected by  President  Washington,  represented 
fractious,  and  was  r^ected  solely  on  the  ground 
that  it  gave  more  than  one  representative  for 
each  thirty  thonsand  to  sevenu  of  the  States. 
Tbe  rule  applied  to  that  bill  most  have  been 
.  tJiis:  that  the  representidion  of  each  State 
■hoold  bear  tQ  the  whole  number  of  representa- 
tives the  same  proportion  which  tbe  represent- 
ative population  of  each  State  bore  to  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  United  States.  By  that  bill,  New 
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Hampshire  had  five  members,  and  was  entitled 
to  bat  four:  Massachusetts  had  sixtecm,  bat 
was  entitled  to  only  fifteen,  and  had  a  fraction 
of  seventy-seven  hnndredths:  Delaware  was 
entitled  to  bot  one  by  the  role,  with  a  fracticra 
of  eight-tenths,  bat  had  two  members'  by  the 
bill,  &o.    .Gentlanen  say  the  bill  was  re- 
jected because  fraotlons  were  represented  bj 
the  bill.  Gleneral  Washington  sud  tiiere  was 
no  common  divisor,  or  ratio,  applied  to  the  bill. 
He  foand  no  proportion,  no  equality  in  tbe  biB. 
There  was,  in  fSact,  no  possible  common  divisor, 
which  would  give  the  results  of  that  bill ;  and 
this  was  a  fair  ground  of  objection.   But,  by  the 
bill  which  General  Washington  did  sign,  frac- 
tions were,  in  fact,  represented.   The  whole 
number  of  representatives,  withoat  fractions, 
given  by  the  bill,  was  but  ninety-five,  and  the 
House  of  BepresentatiTes  was  composed  of  one 
hundred  and  five.  It  was  not  tme  that  any 
President  ever  declared.that  i^resentation  I7 
flections  was  nnc(Hi8titDtional.  The  next  bill, 
whidi  was  approved  by  President  Jefi'erson, 
was  drawn  upon  the  very  same  principle  with 
that  now  submitted  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts.   The  same  ratio 
adopted  in  1792  was  continued  in  1802.  He 
showed  that,  by  this  bill  of  1802,  ei^t  or 
ten  States  got  each  oud  member  more  than  tiie 
rule  ratitlm  them  to.   Georgia  had  four  mem- 
bers by  the  bill,  and  was  entitied  by  the  rule 
to  only  three,  with  a  large  fraction ;  and  yet 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  now  says  that  the 
representation  of  fractions  is  onoonstatationaL 
Tbe  tiiird  apportionment  bill,  whicb  was  ap- 
proved by  Mr.  Madison,  also  allowed  represen- 
tations for  fractions.  The  ratio  assumed  flie 
House  was  thirty-seven  thousand.   It  was  re- 
jected in  the  Senate,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
uneqaal  in  its  operaticm,  (^ving  an  undue  ad- 
vantage to  the  larger  States.   The  Senate  did 
not  consider  themselves  bound  by  the  decifdoa 
of  the  House.   They  undertook  to  do  justice. 
They  put  the  ratio  at  S5,000,  and  Increased  the 
number  from  170  to  186.   Mr.  0.  then  showed 
that  several  States,  by  that  hill,  had  got  one 
more  member  than  the  rule  of  q>porti<»unent 
entitled  them  to.  Georgia  agun  was  entitled 
to  bntfive  members,  witSa  fraction  of  sevenfy- 
three  hundredths,  bat  she  got  six  members  by 
the  bill.   The  Senate  objected  to  tlie  bill  from 
the  House  on  the  very  gronnds  which  are  now 
urged  against  the  biU  before  as,  and  the 
as  amended  by  the  Senate,  was  finally  passed. 
Mr.  G.  then  went  on  to  show  that  the  appor- 
tionment bill  of  1622,  signed  by  Mr.  Monroe^ 
gaverepresentativesforfractions.  Georgiaagain 
bad  one  more  representatively  the  bill  than  tbe 
mle  of  ^portionment  entitied  her  to ;  and  sev- 
ml  Other  States  a  similar  proportion,  Undertbe 
bill  now  before  us,  sent  to  us  from  the  Hoose^ 
the  apportionment  was,  he  contended,  groady 
unequal  and  unjust.   It  allowed  representattTeiL 
in  several  cases,  for  ranall  fractions,  and  reftisea 
them  to  Tciy  larae  fractions.   This  resulted 
fri»n  the  asBompwn  of  an  arUtrary  dlTisor, 
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wbioh  gave  a  reaalt  favorable  to  the  large  States, 
and  oppressive  to  the  small  States.  He  went  on 
to  give  many  statements  in  snpport  of  this 
position.  Tlie  objection  to  the  bill,  resulting 
from  its  operation  in  regard  to  New  York,  was 
to  him  insaperable ;  and  he  could  not  conceive 
how  honorable  gentlemen  could,  by  any  mathe- 
matical or  metaphyalcal  anbtlety,  reconcile  it 
to  their  sense  of  Joatice  and  propriety.  New 
York,  by  the  rule  of  proportion,  was  entitled 
to  thirty-eight  members.  The  bill  gives  her 
foetj.  She  bad  those  two  representatives 
without  constitaenta  at  home.  Who  were  the 
people  whom  those  two  members  represented  ? 
Where  did  they  reside}  The  member  from 
Delaware  is  chosen  by  76,000  freemen ;  and  he, 
their  representative,  sits  by  the  side  of  two 
members  who  represent  nobody.  The  Senator 
from  New  York  calls  upon  the  State  of  Virginia 
to  support  the  bill.  I  call,  said  Hr.  0.,  upon 
Sontb  Carolinit,  upon  IlUnouL  upon  all  the  small 
States,  to  help  me  in  oppoaitnon  to  those  lai^ 
Stataa ;  for  tliey  are  all  small  tn  comparison 
with  uiose  two  States— New  Twk  and  Vir- 
ginia. Bnt  he  remembered  the  time  when 
Virginia,  too,  stood  by  the  small  States,  in  the 
contest  for  equal  representation,  against  the 
assomptioa  of  the  large  States ;  he  referred  to 
the  course  of  Messrs.  Giles  and  Brent  in  1811, 
in  relation  to  the  apportionment  bill  in  that 
year  passed.  The  bard  bearing  of  the  bill 
Tipon  the  new  States  he  next  considered.  Mis- 
souri was  left  with  a  fraction  of  six-tenths, 
while  Tennessee  had  one  member  for  a  smaller 
fraction.  This  ii^ostioe  arose  from  the  arbitrary 
aaaamption  of  the  number  of  the  House,  and 
tha  aaanmption,  at  the  same  time,  of  an  arbi- 
trary  divisor.  Mr.  0.  ^rent  into  several  state- 
ments to  show  that  thU  mode  of  apportionment 
must  necessarily  operate  to  aconmolate  the 
fructions  upon  the  small  States.  This  mode  of 
apportionment  was  adopted  for  the  benefit  of 
the  large  States;  and  as  long  aa  the  Senate 
gaffers  them  to  continue  it,  they  will  have  an 
advantage  over  the  small  States  in  the  popular 
representation.  The  five  lai^  States  had  a 
representation  of  121  members,  but  were  en- 
tiUed  only  to  a  representation  of  118  members. 
The  nineteen  smaller  States,  with  a  population 
of  232,000  more  than  that  of  the  loi^r  States, 
had  only  ii9  representatives,  bnt  were  entitled 
to  123  members.  After  some  other  remu-ks, 
Hr.  0.  condnded  by  invoking  the  aid  of  the 
small  States  in  the  support  of  the  rights  of  the 
small  States.  He  hoped  they  would  send  the 
Inll  back  to  the  House,  as  the  bill  of  1812  was 
sent  back ;  and,  if  the  House  objected  to  it,  he 
hoped  the  Senate  would  insist  upon  their 
amendment,  as  the  Senate  did  in  1812. 

Mr.  FoBSTra  replied  briefly  to  the  Senator  from 
Delaware,  insisting  that  he  bad,  to  make  out 
his  proposition,  assumed  what  he  ought  to  have 
proved — that  his  role  of  ^portionment  was  the 
role  which  the  constitotltHi  required.  The 
State  of  Qeot^  in  his  view  of  the  role,  had 
alwi^  had  a  lai^  ftsotioa  nnrepresented: 
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and  the  rule  by  which  the  gentleman  would 
represent  that,  was  altogether  arbitrary.  If 
the  application  of  30,000  as  a  common  ratio,  in 
1792,  was  constitutional,  then  the  similar 
application  of  a  higher  ratio  at  this  time  was 
constitutional.  The  State  which  he  repre- 
sented bad  no  particular  interest  in  this  matter. 
Her  nnmber  of  representatives  would  be  the 
same  under  the  amendment  as  nnder  the  bill. 
He  had  listened  to  the  ar;garaents  in  fiiror  of 
the  amendment,  with  a  disposition  to  be  con- 
vinced ;  bnt  he  had  cmne  to  the  condnsnon  that 
the  representation  of  fractions  was  unconstitu- 
tional. 

Mr.  Haitts  bad,  be  said,  listened  attentively 
to  the  ai^^uraent  on  both  sides,  but  he  now 
found  a  difficulty.  He  had,  at  one  time,  come 
to  the  concloRion  to  vote  agunst  the  amend- 
ment. But  he  had  been  struck  by  the  argu- 
ment, that,  under  the  apportionment  proposed 
in  the  bill  from  the  House,  fractions  were  rep- 
resented. Now  if  fractions  wvre  to  be  repre- 
sents at  all,  he  thought  the  most  equitable 
mode  of  rwresenting  them  was  tiiat  presented 
in  the  bilL  He  wished  the  Senate  to  fix  its 
attention  upon  this  fact :  New  York  has  more 
than  one-sixth  of  the  whole  reiHvsentattves,  but 
she  has  less  than  one-sixth  part  of  the  whole 
popuktion.  If  so,  she  has  a  representative  for 
her  fracti(^  He  wished  to  see  this  view  met. 


FRIDA.T,  March  9. 
AfporHonment  BUI. 

This  bQl  being  amin  taken  up, 

Mr.  SiuBBB  said  mat,  the  first  objection  which 
he  should  make  to  l^is  bill,  was,  tbat  it  re- 
duced the  representation  of  some  of  the  parent 
States  to  four  less  than  it  then  was,  by  depriv- 
ing each  of  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Mas- 
sachnsetts,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  of  a  portion 
of  their  present  representation. 

Another,  and  stronger  objection  to  the.  bill 
was,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  it  caused  a  most  unequal 
distribution  of  the  nnrepresented  fractions,  £3 
be  would  endeavor  to  show  by  some  sthtements 
which,  he  believed,  had  not  been  presented  by 
any  one  who  bad  preceded  him  in  this  debate, 
and  as  supplementuy  to  some  ol  Hioae  which 
had  been  presented  by  others. 

Mr.  8.  said  that  the  whole  population  to  be 
represented  was  11,928,781,  which,  at  a  ratio  of 
47,700,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  wonld  ^ve 
260  representatives  and  a  fraction  of  8,781. 
That  the  number  of  representatives  proi>osed  by 
the  bill  was  240,  with  an  aggregate  fraction  of 
480,781 :  tbat  this aggregatefraction  was  eqaal 
to  fonr  per  cent  of  the  whole  population  to  be 
represented :  that  the  aggregate  fraction  of  the 
six  New  England  States,  upon  their  population, 
was  about  seven  and  one-third  per  cent.,  while 
the  fractions  of  all  the  other  States  than  those 
of  New  England  was  only  three  and  one-third 
per  cent. ;  and  the  fratraons  <Mr  eleven  of  the 
Stato^  having  176  of  the  240  representatives, 
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and  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion, was  only  about  one  and  three>foarths  per 
cent:  thattheeeeleTenStateSjWithapopulation 
of  8,497,936,  and  175  representatives,  have  frac- 
tions of  only  160,430,  while  the  ux  New  Eog- 
land  States,  with  a  pi^nlation  of  onlr  l,854^dS4, 
end  88  representatiTea,  (less  than  one-fourth 
the  population,  and  bnt  little  over  one-fiitii  the 
repfesentation  of  those  eleven  Btates,)  have 
fractions  to  the  amount  of  1^,084;  and  three 
adjoining  Kew  England  States,  viz:  New 
Hampshire,  Hassachusetts,  and  Vermont,  with 
a  popolation  of  1,160,391),  and  22  representa- 
tives, have  fractions  to  the  amount  of  110,990, 
very  nearly  one-tenth  of  their  whole  popula* 
tion,  besides  losing  two  of  their  present  repre- 
Bentation. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  know  that  an  in^nality  of 
these  fractions  cannot  be  entirely  avoided ;  bnt 
I  doabt  if  another  ratio  can  be  devised,  which 
will  impose  npon  any  nx  coatigaona  States  of 
flie  Union,  or  npon  any  six  StiUes  that  are  not 
oontignoQs,  and  that  have  a  popolation  of  abont 
two  millions,  such  an  ineqaality  as  is  imposed 
by  this  bill,  npon  the  six  New  England  States. 

Ur.  S.  proceeded  to  state  Uiat  the  average 
namber  of  constituents  represented  by  each  of 
the  175  del^tates  from  thoeeeleven  States  woald 
be  46.669 ;  the  average  nmnber  by  each  of  tiie 
202  delegates  from  eighteen  States  would  be 
49,877;  while  the  average  nmnber  fepreaented 
by  each  of  the  88  delegates- from  the  six  New 
England  Btates  would  be  61,480.  That,  under 
the  proviaiona  d  this  bill,  the  seven  States  of 
Yiifjiua,  Haryland,  2>6laware,  New  Jersey, 
Yamont,  Ibssaohnfletta,  and  New  Hampshire, 
will  not  only  loee  four  reprewntativea,  Init  will 
have  fknotions  appertfuning  to  their  remaining 
K8  representatives,  to  the  amoont  of  218,490, 
equal  to  an  excess  of  8,7S7  to  each  representa- 
tive —  while  seven  other  States,  -viz :  New 
York,  Fennsylvai^  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee, Indiana,  and  Bhode  Island,  with  112 
representatives,  have  fractions  of  only  41,425, 
or  an  excess  of  only  869  to  each  representative, 
being  less  than  one-tenth  of  the  excess  to  be 
represented  by  each  of  the  68  delegates  from 
the  other  seven  States:  that  Vermont,  with 
(Kily  6  repreoentativea,  woidd  han  a  larger 
fraction  than  tbe  seven  States  last  named,  with 
112  representatives:  that  Pwnqylvania,  witii 
S8  representatives,  would  have  a  fraction  of 
12,473 ;  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Hhode 
Island,  with  28  representatives,  would  have 
fractions  to  the  amount  of  8,789 ;  but  Vermont, 
New  Hampshire,  Uassachusetts,  and  New  Jer- 
sey, with  the  same  number  of  representatives, 
(28,)  would  have  fractions  to  the  amount  of 
144,713:  that  the  State  of  New  York,  with  a 
population  of  1,918,628,  would  have  40  repre- 
sentatives; while  the  New  England  States, 
with  a  population  of  1,954,684,  would  have  but 
88  representatives,  with  a  population  88,061 
less,  New  York  would  have  a  representation  of 
two  members  more  than  tiie  six  New  England 
States.  The  State  of  New  York  would  have 
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one-sixth  part  of  the  whole  representation  of 
the  Union,  with  69,644  less  than  one-sixth  of 
ita  population.  The  16  members  from  Vei^ 
mont.  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  and  His- 
Bonri,  Mr.  S.  said,  would  have  an  excess  of 
141,724,  or,  7,878  to  each  member;  while  the 
90  members  from  New  York,  Penn^lvania, 
Oeorgria,  and  Kentucky,  would  have  an  exoeea 
of  only  25,888,  or  261  to  each  member ;  ihB 
average  number  of  constitoents  to  the  fint  18 
members  being  66,578,  and  to  the  otiier  00 
members  only  47,981. 

It  will  he  seen,  stud  Mr.  B.,  that  a  diviacHL 
of  the  fractions  of  the  aey&x  States  of  New 
Hampshire,  Verraont,  New  Jersey,  Delaware, 
Missouri,  Mississippi,  and  Loninana,  amongst 
their  24  members,  will  give  to  each  of  those 
members  a  fraction  very  nearly  as  large  as  that 
of  the  whole  New  York  delegation  at  40  mem- 
bers ;  the  24  members  from  those  seven  States 
have  fractions  to  the  amount  of  218,218,  pro- 
portionable to  which  the  fraction  to  the  40 
members  from  New  York  should  be  866,863, 
whereas  it  was  only  10,628.  Thus,  while  tiie 
average  number  of  constituents  represented  by 
each  of  the  40  members  from  New  York  wiU 
be  47,968,  the  average  number  represented  by 
each  of  the  24  members  from  the  other  seven 
States  will  be  56,684;  and  the  number  repre- 
sented  by  the  member  from  Delaware  wul  be 
76,482. 

The  whole  representative  population  of  the 
Union,  said  Mr.  6.,  is  11,938,781 ;  one-half  ot 
which  is  6,964,866. 

The  five  States  of  New  York,  Poinsylvania, 
Virginia,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  6,947,844,  being  16,521  less  than  one- 
half  of  the  whole  population,  are  entitied,  hj 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  to  121  of  the  240 
members  of  which  the  House  of  Representatives 
is  to  be  composed;  while  the  other  nineteea 
States,  with  16,531  over  a  moiety  of  the  whde 
population,  are  entitled  to  but  119  of  the  240 
members — giving  to  a  minority  of  the  popula- 
tion a  nu^ority  of  the  representation,  and  to  a 
Du^ority  of  the  population  only  a  minority  of 
that  representation. 

The  six  States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  Tennessee,  Kentncky,  and  North  Caro- 
lina, with  a  population  of  6,069,861,  being 
134,086  over  one-tutlf  of  the  whole  popnlatim, 
are  entitied  b;r  the  bill  to  126  members,  leaving 
a  population,  in  the  other  States,  of  but  124,086 
less  than  one-half  the  whole  popnlatiiMi,  and 
entitied  to  118,  with  only  114  members. 

Can  this,  siud  Mr.  8.,  be  called  a  representa- 
tion "  apportioned  amongst  the  several  States 
according  to  their  respective  numbers  f  "  He 
thought  It  could  not,  and  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  so  .amended  as  to  approximate  somewhat 
nearer  to  such  a  representetion  than  it  then  did, 
before  it  received  the  sanction  of  that  body. 
Touching  the  oonstitntionali^  of  the  bill,  or  of 
any  amendment  which  had  been,  or  whidi 
might  be,  offered  to  it,  Mr.  B.  sud  he  had  bat 
a  un^e  remark  to  make^  which  was  this — that 
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he  bad  preTionatj  bdieved,  and  had  become 
more  and  more  oonfirmed  in  the  belief,  that  br 
regarding  fraotiona  we  ahoiild  approach  mach 
nearer  to  snch  a  representation  as  is  prescribed 
bj  the  conatitatioD,  than  b;'  disregarding  them. 

Ur.  Wurrs,  of  Tennessee,  said  the  proposition 
now  liefore  the  Senate  was,  whether  that  part  of 
the  sabstitnte  of  the  Senator  from  Massachnsetts, 
which  proposes  the  direct  representation  of 
fractions,  shall  be  stricken  oot  Unless  some- 
thing more  ahonld  snsgest  itself  to  his  mind  on 
the  sal^ect,  he  shonld  determine  that  the  repre- 
sentation of  fractions,  as  sncb,  was  nnoonstita- 
tional.  The  natural  course  by  which  the  repre- 
sentatives  were  to  be  apportioned,  was  to  as- 
sure a  convenient  number  for  the  House,  and 
then  to  adopt  a  common  divisor,  by  which  the 
nxunber  of  representatlTes  from  each  State 
should  t>e  ascertiuned.  The  divisor  would  be 
ascertfuned,  after  experiment,  and  chosen  in 
reference  to  its  equal  operation  on  the  several 
States.  The  object  to  be  atttdned  is  to  be  made 
a  jost  apportionment.  If  a  just  apportionment 
be  attained,  it  is  of  no  consequence  what  is  the 
process  taken;  but  whatever  rale  you  adopt, 
most  be  one  which  appiies  to  the  respective 
numbers  of  each  State.  To  tJie  rule  prc^ioBed 
1:^  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  be  objected 
that  it  was  not  an  e^al  rule^  i^plicable  to 
each  State,  and  operating  in  tike  manner  upon 
each  State.  The  rule  gives  an  additional  mon- 
ber  to  each  of  the  twelve  major  fractions,  and 
withholds  it  from  the  twelve  minor  fractions. 
What  one  State  guns  the  gentleman  says  tmly 
another  State  loses,  and,  therefore,  the  States 
having  the  mi^or  fractions  have  the  full  benefit 
of  the  abrogate  minor  fractions.  It  was  the 
same  old  plan,  presented  in  a  new  shape,  which, 
forty  years  a^,  was  repu^ated  as  unconatitu- 
tional.  Each  State  must  be  received  as  a  dis- 
tinct body,  to  be  distinctly  and  separately  rep- 
resented. The  dootrine  that  a  part  of  the 
political  power  or  representative  number  of 
one  State  could  be  transferred  to  another,  was 
the  dootrine  of  consolidation.  This  is  the 
fifth  time  that  the  subject  has  been  before  the 
Senate ;  and  how  is  it  that  this  plan  of  repre- 
senting fractions  of  operating  upon  the  States 
as  a  consolidated  body,  was  never  before  pro- 
posed? At  the  last  apportionment,  the  State 
of  South  Carolina  would  have  been  entitled  to 
one  more  representative,  by  lowering  the  ratio 
adopted  only  one  or  two  hundred;  but  her 
Senators  £d  not  soggest  the  idea  that  this 
fr^cUon  onght  to  be  represented.  The  appor- 
tionment  aooordiae  to  the  whole  spirit  m  Ule 
constitution  and  form  of  the  oon^en^on,. 
must,  aooor^ng  to  the  respective  qombers  of 
the  States,  be  considered  as  diatiad;,  separate 
communities.  Perfect  equality  was  not  expect- 
ed ;  it  was  known  to  be  unattainable,  in  the  ap- 
portionment of  men — for  they  are  not,  like 
money,  divisible.  It  is  true  that  the  large 
States  have  an  advantage  in  the  apportionment, 
because  their  fraction,  whatever  it  is,  must  bear 
a  less  proportion  to  their  whole  number  of  rep- 
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resentatives  than  the  fractions  of  the  smaller 
States  to  their  nnmber  of  representatives.  Bat 
this  was  an  advantage  of  which  yon  cannot 
deprive  the  larger  States  constitntionally. 

Mr.  Spuaub  spoke  in  reply  to  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  and  in  opposition  to  the  motion 
to  unend  the  sobstitute.  He  contended  that 
fractions  had,  by  every  bill,  been  substantially 
represented,  though  not  so  by  provisions  ex- 
pressed on  the  face  of  the  bill ;  that  such  rep- 
resentation was  in  accordance  with  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution,  which  required  a  just  and 
equal  apportionment  of  representatives;  and 
that  the  provisions  of  the  substitute  attained 
a  greater  degree  of  equality  than  those  of  the 
oniginalMlL 
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The  Senate  resumed  the  oonsideratiou  of  this 
bill,  with  the  amendment  thereto  offered  by 
Mr.  Webstbb,  and  the  amendment  ofliered  by 

Mr.  FOBSTTH. 

Mr.  DiOKBBSON  said :  Coming,  as  he  did,  from 
a  State  which  has  severely  felt  the  unequal  and 
unjust  operaticm  of  the  laws  faeretctfore  adopted, 
and  again  to  be  adcmted,  if  the  present  bill 
flhonid  pass,  for  apportioning  the  representatives 
of  the  United  States  among  the  several  States, 
it  was  bis  duty  to  bis  constituents  to  join 
Senatora  from  States  similarly  situated,  in  an 
e£fort  to  arrest,  as  far  as  practicable,  tibia  system 
of  oppression. 

Great  injustice  has  been  done  to  the  small 
States,  sud  Mr.  D.,  in  withholding  from  them 
their  proper  share  of  power,  weight,  and  in- 
fluence, in  the  councils  of  uie  nation;  more 
especially  as  it  respects  theirnumerical  force  in 
the  Honse  of  Representatives,  while  they  have 
been  compelled  to  bear  thornDdiminishe^  share 
of  pnblio  bnrdens.  The  ocmdition  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  contrasted  with  that  of  her 
potent  nei^bors,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania, 
will  put  this  subject  in  a  strong  point  of  view. 
In  the  apportionment  of  1810,  when  the  ratio 
was  fixed  at  85,000,  New  Jersey  had  an  unrep- 
resented fraction  of  81,222,  while  New  York 
had  a  fraction  of  6,048,  and  Pennsylvania  a 
fraction  of  4,778,  added  together  amounting  to 
13,816.  The  fraction  of  New  Jersey  being 
nearly  three  times  as  great  as  that  of  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  together ;  while  New  York 
had  a  representation  of  37,  Pennsylvania  of  28, 
and  New  Jersey  6.  In  the  ^)portionment  of 
1830,  when  the  ratio  was  fixed  at  40,000,  New 
Jers^  had  a  fraction  of  84,561,  while  New 
York  had  a  frtiotioa  of  8,776,  and  Pennsylvania 
of  9,449 ;  and  in  the  apportionment  of  18S0, 
according  to  the  present  bill,  with  a  ratio  of 
47,700,  New  Jersey  had  a  fraction  of  88,682, 
while  New  York  has  a  fraction  of  9,958,  and 
Pennsylvania  of  12,052.  In  this  way  several 
States  have  suffered  neariy  as  much  as  New 
Jersey,  and  the  State  of  Delaware  much  more. 
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And  shall  the  Senators  of  these  States  not  com- 1 
plain  ?  Shall  they  not  inquire  whether  the 
emutitntion,  which  was  adopted  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  all,  can,  when  fiurly  oonstmed, 
authorize  such  gross*  injustice  t  And  being 
oonTineed  tiiat  a  ftur  construction  of  the  con- 
stitntion  would  secure  to  them  a  more  equal 
representation,  shall  they  not  arail  themseiTes 
of  their  strength,  in  this  body,  to  assert  and 
obtain  their  just  rights? 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  rep- 
resentation and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  States  according  to  their 
respective  numbers.  It  is  impossible  to  com- 
ly  strictly  with  the  terms  of  tne  constitution ; 
nt  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  approach,  as 
nearly  as  posBible,  to  a  Just  apportionment  at 
reprasentanves  as  wc3I  as  of  taxes. 

The  pl^  meaning  of  the  constitntion  is,  that, 
of  whatever  number  the  popular  branch  of 
Congress  shall  consist,  it  shall  be  so  ^vided, 
adjusted,  and  apportioned  among  the  several 
fitateSj  that  the  representative  strength  of  each 
State  m  that  body  shall  be,  as  its  actual  com- 
parative strength,  measured  in  federal  numbers 
in  the  Union ;  that  tbe  whole  representative 
population  of  the  United  States  shall  be  to  the 
whole  number  of  representatives,  as  the  repre- 
sentative population  of  any  State  shall  be  to  its 
share  of  suon  representatives.  And  this  divi- 
sion, adjustment,  or  apportionment,  cannot  be 
made  in  accordance  with  the  constitution,  until 
we  have  arrived  at  the  nearest  practical  ap- 

Clmation  to  this  prindple.  And  has  this 
attained  in  Hm  btll  before  ns  (  It  lias 
not :  on  the  contrary,  Hiis  bill  is  a  reiteration 
and  oratinuation  of  old  abuses,  which  have  be- 
come more  oppressive  as  our  population  has  in- 
creased ;  aud  when  the  Senators  from  the 
States,  feeling  the  oppressive  operation  of  this 
bill,  endeavor  to  amend  it,  they  are  met  with 
the  most  determined  opposition  from  the 
Senators  of  States  having  more  than  their  share 
of  this  joint  stock  of  power;  and  the  great 
States  seem  to  make  it  a  common  cause,  to  de- 
prive the  small  States  of  their  proper  rights  and 
influenoe  in  the  House  of  BeiH^sentativeB. 

Vr.  E^EUNOHUTBEK  slud  he  had  Ustened  with 
the  most  anxious  interest  and  attention  to  the 
discussion  on  the  important  and  endtb^  qnes- 
tioQ  involved  in  the  amendment  propped  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  lussachus^As. 
Every  personal  and  |>olitlcal  consideration 
united  to  persuade  him  m  favor  of  it.  But,  sir, 
said  Mr,  F.,  after  the  best  reflection  in  ray 
power  has  heen  devoted  to  this  subject,  I  feel 
constrained  to  differ  from  those  with  whom  I 
generally  agree,  and  to  vote  for  the  pn^wdtion 
that  will  r^ect  the  amendment.  * 
I  cannot  bnt  regard  tiiis  amendment  as  pre- 
senting the  same  dlfflculties  which  arrested  the 
ratio  bill  of  1708.  It  is  an  endeavor  to  aooom- 
plish  a  more  equitable  representi^ion,  by  bring- 
ing the  fractions  of  the  several  States  into  ac- 
count; and  it  will  readily  be  perceived  that  the  ' 
process  adopted  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  | 
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I  Delaware  to  illustrate  his  objections  to  the  bill, 
'  is  substantially  trf  the  nature  of  the  calculations  * 
which  led  the  way  to  the  r^ected  bill  of  1793. 
My  friend  tskes  for  his  first  number  the  »gg^ 
gate  population  of  the  United  States,  amounting 
to  11,938,781;  and  then  states  that  as  tiiia 
number  is  to  the  proposed  number  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  (240,)  so  is  the  population 
of  any  State  to  its  share  of  the  representation. 
Kow,  sir,  the  first  great  mistake  in  this  mie  is 
committed  in  the  very  first  number ;  that  is,  the 
population  of  the  whole  Union,  combining,  of 
course,  all  the  fractions  of  the  several  parts,  is 
constituted  the  controlling  numlwr  to  bring 
about  the  distribution  of  representatives  among 
the  several  States  according  to  their  r^iective 
numbers.  It  cannot  fail  to  strike  tiie  mind  that 
the  constitutional  apportionment  U  based  upon 
the  federative  jninciple.  It  r^jards  not  the 
whcde  twenty-four  States  as  consolidated,  bnt 
separated,  distinct,  individual.  It  ts  true,  ur, 
the  bill  01  '92  invaded  another  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution, besides  the  one  which  is  opposed  to 
this  amendment.  It  gave  to  some  of  the  States 
more  than  one  member  for  every  80,000  of  the 
inhabitants  of  such  States. 

But  I  hope  to  show  that  this  other  clause 
fiowed  out  of  the  one  which  is  now  considered, 
and  was  its  just  corollary.  I  insist,  then,  in  the 
first  place,  Mr.  President,  that  a  construction 
was  ^ven  to  the  constitution  by  Preadent 
Washington,  in  1792,  that  settles  and  concludes 
the  present  question ;  and  it  has  received  the 
constant  acquiescence  of  this  whole  Union,  at 
four  eventful  periods  since.  Se  distincUy  re- 
sisted a  process  that  subjected  the  whole  federal 
number  of  the  United  States  to  a  common  divi- 
sor ;  and  as  distinctly  required  the  application 
of  such  divisor  to  the  population  of  each  State. 

So  President  "Washin^on  treated  the  subject 
when  it  came  before  him,  under  the  imposing 
authority  of  both  Houses  of  Congress.  The 
National  Legislature  of  that  day  had  subjected 
the  whole  population  of  the  United  States  to  a 
division  of  80,000 — ^the  proposed  number  for 
each  representative ;  and  the  process  gave  120 
members,  more  members,  of  course,  than  the 
same  divisor,  when  applied  to  the  separate 
States,  would  produce ;  and  they  disposed  of 
the  surplus  members,  by  distributing  them 
among  the  Stat^  having  the  highest  fractions. 
The  bill  was  warmly  debated  in  Congress,  and 
eventually  sent  to  the  President  by  a  very 
small  m^ority.  It  presented  to  his  mind  a  very 
interesting  case,  ana  a  very  solemn  duty.  He 
was  called  upon  to  give  a  practical  exposition 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  on 
a  branch  of  it  well  calculated  to  excite  very 
warmly  the  public  feeling.  He  examined  the 
act  with  the  sagacious  scrutiny  of  a  statesman, 
about  to  settie  a  great  question  in  the  sppor- 
tionment  of  political  power.  He  was  not  con- 
tent, on  finding  one  fatal  objection  to  this  bill, 
to  rest  his  rejection  there,  and  return  It  to 
Congress;  he  made  his  exceptions  as  broad  as 
I  the  case  presented  to  him.  He  detected  two 
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substantial  objections;  and  that  wluoh  atraok 
him  as  promineat,  and  which  he  placed  in  the 
jforegronnd  of  his  commnnication,  was,  as  I  ap- 
prehend, the  very  difficoltj  into  which  the 
present  amendment  will  bring  qb.  Withont 
further  remark,  I  will  now  read  the  reasons 
nrged  by  President  Washington  for  returning  the 
raUo  bul  without  hb  «onaent : 

"April  «,  1792. 
'*  Otntiemen  «/  tAa  ffouu  cf  RBoreuniaUven  : 

"  I  have  maturely  cooddered  toe  act  passed  by  the 
two  Hoasea,  eiititled  '  An  act  for  the  apportioomeut 
of  represeatatives  among  the  aerend  States  ao* 
cordng  to  the  first  ennmeration/  and  I  retnm  It  to 
your  Hoiise,  wherein  it  origioated,  with  the  follow- 
Utg  objections:  Urst  The  constitution  haa  pre- 
aenbed  that  representatires  shall  be  appordoned 
among  the  several  States  according  to  their  respec- 
tive numbers;  and  there  is  no  one  proportion  or 
divisor  which,  apidied  to  the  respective  numbers  of 
the  States,  will  yisld  the  number  and  allotment  of 
repreeentatives  proposed  by  the  bill  Second.  The 
constitution  has  also  provided  that  the  number  of 
represcDtativea  ^all  not  exceed  one  for  every  80,- 
'000,  which  restriction  is,  by  the  context,  and  by 
fair  and  obvi9ua  coDBtrucUon,  to  be  applied  to  the 
separate  and  respective  numbera  of  the  States,  and 
this  bill  has  allotted  to  eight  of  the  Stotea  juore 
than  one  for  every  80,000. 

"GEOBOE  WASHDTOTON." 

Hie  Senate  perceive,  then,  tliat  the  objections 
are  disttnct  in  their  Application,  hot  that  both 
in^sted  on  the  same  principle;  that  the  States 
in  their  separate  populations  were  to  be  re- 
garded ;  and  it  is  fnrUier  worthy  of  noUce  that 
the  second*  objection,  instead  of  being  the  prin- 
cipal, or,  as  has  been  insisted,  the-  only  snb- 
Btantial  difficulty  with  the  President,  was,. in 
tmtti,  only  a  jnst  inference  which  he  drew,  as 
he  explicitly  states,  from  the  first  objection. 

In  presenting  the  first  objection,  the  Presi- 
dent seemed  to  oonsidw  it  qnite  sufficient  barely 
to  state  the  &ot  of  there  enstlng  no  one  pro- 
portion or  divisor  that  would  produoe  the  resnlt 
of  the  bill  Iwfore  him.  He  enters  into  no  argu- 
ment, but  thooght  he  bad  said  enough  to  pro- 
dnoe  conviction  with  any  mind.  The  debates 
that  were  had  on  this  rejected  bill  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  coimrm  the  views  which  I 
bad  the  honor  to  oi^  The  representation  of 
firactioos  waa  then  redsted  on  constitutional 
grounds. 

Mr.  Madison  opposed  it  in  terms  for  this 
cause,  and  urged  the  following  cogent  consider- 
ation: **Ton  are  calling  upon  ns  to  invade  the 
constitution,  by  adopting  a  process  that  will 
slve  representativeafiw  those  sereral  and  distinct 
ftaotions  of  the  diffisrent  States." 

When  this  bill  was  returned,  the  Congress 
passed  a  new  bill  with  a  ratio  of  88,000,  and 
wplied  that  to  the  population  of  each  State : 
New  Jera^,  having  at  that  time  179,570  federal 
numbers,  received  by  the  bill  five  members, 
with  a  fraction  remaining  of  14,670;  and  the 
whole  apportionment  of  representatives  on  the 
pc^olation  of  that  era,  (being  &ftl6,920,)  left 
VoL.XL-^T 


an  amonnt  of  fractions  exceeding  160,000. 
Yet,  sir,  it  was  submitted  to — soinlSOO— uidn 
in  1810— and  last,  in  1820,  with  increased  mto- 
tions  at  each  period,  but  with  the  same  acquies- 
cence in  the  construction  of  President  Waaoing- 
ton,  in  1792.  Mr.  President,  if  I  could  think 
this  a  debatable  point  originally,  such  an  adjust- 
ment of  it,  followed  by  such  confirmation, 
would  prevail  to  quiet  all  scruples.  I  shonld 
feel  bound  to  bow  with  respect  to  the  weight 
of  a  precedent  of  such  commanding  authority. 
While  I  consider  the  present  bill  as  far  from 
adopting  that  Just  ratio  which  would  relieve  as 
much  as  praotioahle  the  heavy  fractions  upon 
the  small  Btetes,  yet  I  most,  though  with  relao- 
tance,  vote  agunst  the  amendment,  becanee  it  ia 
opposed,  in  my  jndgment,  to  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  as  expounded  in  1798,  and 
since  approved  of. 

The  question  being  then  taken  upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Fobstth  to  strike  out  the  clanse 
of  the  amendment  which  provides  for  the  rep- 
resentation of  fractions,  it  was  dedded  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows  ; 

Tzu.— Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Dallas,  Dudley,  El- 
lis, Forsyth,  Frelingfauysen,  Orundy,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Esue,  King,  iCarcv,  Mangum,  Foindexter, 
Robinson,  Banctes,  Tasewell,  Tiptw,  Tomlinson, 
Troup,  Tyler,  wUte,  Wilkins— 84. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Baekner,  Cham- 
bers, Clayton,  Dickerson,  Ewing,  Foot,  Hayne, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Miller,  Moore,  Naudidn, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Seymour,  Sibbee,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Waggamao,  Webster— 28. 

Kr.  WnnxB  remaiked,  Uiat  tlw  other  por- 
tion of  tbe  amendment  <^ered  by  him  was  no 
l<»iger  of  any  eonsequmoe^  and  he  would  with- 
draw it,  or  vf>te  against  its  ad(q>tion.  The 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Ur.  Hnx  moved  to  strike  ont  47,700  tram 
the  bill,  and  insert  44,000. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Tazewsll,  the  motion 
was  divided ;  and  the  question  being  taken  on 
the  motion  to  strike  out,  it  #88  decnded  in  the 
nwative. 

Mr.  WiBBTKB  B^d  he  should  now  vote  against 
the  bill  as  a  practical  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  it  waa  decided  in  uie  affirmative 
by  the  following  vote : 

Teab.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dallas, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Ewing,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  HaTne, 
Hendricks,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  Mangum,  Mucy, 
Moore,  Foindexter,  Ifoblnson,  Buggies,  Tasewell, 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkin^ 
27. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bell,  Bnckner,  Chambers,  Clay- 
ton, IMckerson,  Foot,  Frelinghuysea,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Johnston,  Miller,  Nsudoin,  Prentiss,  Robbins^Sey- 
mour,  aisbee^  Smitli,  ^>ragae,  Waggaman,  Wm^ 
ster— 80. 

Mr.  Bbntok,  on  giving  his  vote  in  the  affirm- 
ative, remarked  that  he  was  much  dissatisfied 
witih  the  providnis  of  the  Mil,  but  voted  fbr  It 
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becaose  it  was  neoesBaiy  to  paavit,  even  in  this 


TcBSDAT,  March  18. 

Bank  of  tis  Unitad  Statei. 

Ifr.  Dallas  from  the  Select  Oommittee  ap- 
poioted  on  the  eabjeot,  reported  a  bill  to  renew 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  to  take  effect  sub- 
(tequent  to  the  expiration  of  the  present  charter 
in  the  year  1836 ;  which  vas  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  aeoond  reading. 


Thdbsdat,  March  15. 

7%e  Tariff— BeduAtion  of  Ihitm. 

Ifr.  KoosB,  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  Ben- 
ate  as  follows : 

Nothing,  said  Hr.  M.,  bnt  the  magnitude  of 
the  question,  the  deep  and  perradine  interest 
involved  in  the  manner  of  its  final  at^natment, 
could  prompt  me  to  claim  the  indolgence  of  the 
Senate  for  a  moment,  after  t^e  ame  and  elo- 
quent cUqplttr  of  talent  and  aisument  with 
which  they  hare  been  entertidned,  and  bo  in- 
terestingly entertcdned,  by  gentiemen  who  have 
preoedea  me. 

But,  sir,  the  acknowledged  importance  of 
this  question  seems  to  demand  that  I  shonld 
not  content  myself  to  give  a  silent  vote,  and 
that  it  is  dne  to  the  occasion  that  I  should  de- 
clare the  views  and  feelings  of  those  whom  I 
have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent. 

Sir,-  the  citizens  of  Alabama  have  looked 
forward,  with  the  most  anxious  solicitude,  to 
this  session  of  Congress,  for  a  redress  of  bur- 
dens imposed  by  an  ni^nst  and  nnanthorized 
system  of  taxation. 

They  have  approached  this  bo^,  time  after 
lime,  with  memorial  after  memorial,  and  re- 
monstrance after,  remonstranoe,  representing 
tlie  impolitic,  nnwise,  and  ui\just  course  pur- 
sued in  relation  to  the  tariff;  they  have  looked 
forward  to  the  period,  which  has  now  arrived, 
when  the  national  debt  is  about  to  be  extinct, 
as  the  most  favorable  era  in  our  history,  as  one 
which  could  not  fail  to  afford  relief  from  a  sys- 
tem so  galling,  ruinous,  and  destructive ;  and 
shall  these  fond  anticipations  be  disappointed  t 
Will  not  ^e  conciliatory  terms  proposed  for  a 
oompromise  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Sonui  Ouolina,  (Hr.  Hatks,)  in  that  able,  con- 
Tindng,  and,  I  may  add,  unanswered  and  un- 
answerable  aigiunent,  and  wlucfa  have  been 
acceded  to  by  every  other  gentleman  who  has 
^oken  on  the  same  side  of  tiiis  question,  be 
received  in  that  amicable  and  pacific  spirit 
which  prompted  them  t 

Where,  nr.  scdd  Kr.  H.,  is  that  mutual  for- 
bearance and  concession,  that  God-like  spirit, 
which  pervaded  the  councils  of  this  nation  in  the 
formabon  of  this  Union,  and  in  the  establishment 
of  the  federal  oonatitationt    Where,  or,  is 


[MucB,  iSHL 

that  high  and  sacred  flame  oi  patriotisiD,  whieb, 
when  tiie  opposing  and  oonmeting  intezeets  of 

the.different  sections  of  tbis  Union  threatened^ 
yes,  tir^  awfnlly  threatened,  its  diBmembcmDent, 
prompted  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kva- 
tncky  (Mr.  Cult)  to  throw  himself  in  the 
breach  to  preserve  its  integrity?  (I  mean  the 
Missouri  question.)  Then,  the  question  whicli 
divided  parties  was  the  slavehoidlng  States, 
and  the  non-slaveholding  States.  Now,  it  is 
north  and  south  of  the  Fotomao  River ;  or,  to 
my  mind,  a  more  appropriate  distinction  ia,  the 
portion  who  receive  bounties,  and  the  portion 
who  pay  them.  For  it  cannot  be  disgtdaedi 
that,  for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  yearo,  the  means 
and  substance  of  tlie  Southern  people  have^ 
under  the  tiuiff  exactions  and  the  internal  im- 
provement OTstem,  been  dragged  from  theDi, 
for  the  benefit  of  other  sections,  in  a  current  as 
bold,  as  rapid,  and  unceasing  as  that  of  the  ma- 
jestic Mlssisfflppi ;  until  we  are  reduced  to  the 
most  wretched  state,  and  the  last  possible  point 
of  suffering.  Sir,  the  picture  drawn  by  otiier 
gentiemen  on  the  same  side  of  this  question 
presents  a  futhfnl  portrait  of  the  depressed 
cMtdition  of  the  planting  an(l  agriculture  in- 
terest in  Alabama,  except,  indeed,  in  the  latter 
there  is  a  deeper  E^oom,  if  possible,  hanging 
over  tills  interest.  This  unfortunate  section  w 
country  presents  precisely  the-ceonterpart  to 
that  beautiftil  des(aiption  of  the  hi^  state  df 
prosperity,  drawn  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  of  the  condition  of  other  secticms. 
While  I  was  charmed  b^  the  eloquence  of  the 
honorable  Senator,  in  his  vivid  description  of 
the  prosperity  of  these  the  much  favored  sections 
of  tills  Union,  I  was  appalled  and  astonished 
at  the  contrast  between  the  condition  of  these, 
and  the  actual  gloomy  condition  of  the  entire 
face  of  the  ooontrj  Id  my  own  mndi  bdoved 
State. 

From  what  source,  let  me  ask  does  fbaa  high 
state  of  prosperity  emanate  t  Kot  from  natural 
advantages,  connected  with  superior  soil,  cti- 
mate,  saJubrious  lur,  or  water ;  for  in  these  we 
believe  the  God  of  nature  has  been  as  bonntifiil 
to  us  as  to  any  other  class  d  dtixena  in  ai^ 
other  quarter  of  the  globe. 

But  this  state  of  things  is  to  be  ascribed  to 
artificial  advantages.  It  is  much  better  that 
the  Eastern  and  Northern  States,  including  the 
non-slaveholding  States,  should  have  the  power, 
for  we  deny  the  right,  to  tax  our  slave  labor  at 
their  own  discretion,  than  to  own  our  slaves 
themselves — and  this  is  the  advantage  th^ 
possess  by  a  union  of  interest  on  this  qoestUm. 

And  what,  rir,  is  tids  American  system,  in 
another  point  of  view  I  It  is  one  by  which  yoa 
say  to  the  poor  man  in  his  cabin,  that  he  Mall 
pay  an  exorbitant  tax  for  the  salt  put  in  bia 
bread,  the  sugar  and  coffee  with  which  he  sup- 
plies a  sick  family,  the  coat  which  he  wears 
himself,  the  flannels  with  which  he  clothes  his 
wife  and  children,  the  hats  which  cover  their 
heads,  his  axe,  his  plough,  hoe,  and  other  uten- 
sils witii  which  he  cultivates  nia  orop.  Tbeee^ 
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siE,  are  "  the  rich  blesrings,"  bo  muob  landed 
bj  the  honorable  Senator  from  Eentacky,  (Mr. 
Clay,)  aad  the  oonsequence  is,  that  the  Bontb- 
em  and  agrionltoral  portion  of  the  oonntrj,  the 
real  yeomanry  of  tne  South,  are  made  the 
"  bewers  of  Tood  and  drawers  of  water  "  for 
other  sectioas. 

I  win  not  yet  believe  bat  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator and  bis  friends  will  see  the  propriety  of 
relaxing  in  this  measure,  and  making  some  con- 
cession to  the  wounded  feelings  and  jost  claims 
of  tba  Booth.  Let  me  tell  the  honorable  gta.- 
tiemen,  that  they  will  aive  in  vain  that  tbis 
system  is  of  benefit  to  the  Soathem  people,  and 
fliat  we  are  incapable  of  appreciating  ito  valne. 
Z  hope  gentlemen  will  not  longer  add  to  ii^ary 
and  oppression  the  insult  of  supposing  that  we 
do  not  understand  onr  own  interest. 

We  were  informed  by  the  honorable  Senator, 
in  1824,  as  we  have  been  now,  that  to  give 
protection  to  home  industry,  would,  in  a  few 
years,  create  competition,  and  thus  reduce  the 
price  of  artides  proteoted — ^bnt  one  onnoe  of 
flxperienoe  on  this  snl^efA  la  worth  pounds  of 
thetn^.  And  experience  prores  that  these  cal- 
culations and  anUcipations  have  hem  entirely 
nnfounded  and  fallacious. 

ilr.  President,  in  the  name  of  our  sacred 
UnioD,  I  protest  agunst  this  miscalled  Ameri- 
can system,  which,  contr^  to  justice,  to  the 
constitution  of  our  common  country,  to  all  the 
sacred  rif^hts  of  freemen,  imposes  a  tax  upon 
my  constituents,  for  the  purpose  of  enriching 
another  section  of  tbe  Union.  It  is  an  outrage, 
to  which  no  patriotism  can  prompt  any  people, 
claiming  to  be  free,  to  submit,  and  which,  if 
persisted  izi,  will  prove  a  hazardous  experi- 
ment, ao  long  as  there  renudns  one  nark  of 
that  wpait  in  the  Southern  States,  which  re- 
sisted the  unauthorized  taxation  of  tbe  mother 
country. 

Ur.  President,  In  oonduding  my  remarks, 
you  will  be  pleased  to  permit  me  to  read  some 
extracts  from  a  joint  remonstrance  of  tbe  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  tbe  State  of  Alabama,  adopted 
with  great  unanimity,  sir,  in  both  branches,  in 
1828,  by  way  of  showing  how  far  the  feelings 
of  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Alabama  are  in 
accordance  with  thf  views  which  I  have  en- 
deavored to  declare,  as  one  of  their  representa- 
tives: 

"The  General  Assembly  of  Alabama,  olive  to  the 
rights  of  the  people  they  serve,  and  the  interest  of 
the  conntry  in  which  they  live,  (however  painful 
the  duty,)  feel  themselves  called  on  by  the  crisis  to 
protest  most  solemnly  ag^ost  the  principle  asserted 
by  the  Genend  Government  to  control  the  labor  of 
the  nation,  by  {votecting  certain  branches  of  do^ 
mestic  industry  at  tbe  expense  of  others.  We  do 
not  complain  of  tbe  power  to  ndse  revenue  or  reg- 
ulate omnmerce.  These  powers  are  expresafy 
granted  to  preserve  the  existence  abd  promote  the 
harmony  and  prosperity  of  the  Govemmeat.  Nor 
do  we  compliUii  of  tbe  incidental  protection  that 
may  result  from  a  well-adjusted  'tariff,'  imposed 
on  the  importation  of  fbreign  goods,  with  a  view 
to  revenue  alone,  nor  yet  of  the  oocAsional  ineqoal- 
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ities  that  must  attend  the  operation  of  any  general 
system. 

"  It  is  not  of  these  powers  that  we  complun,  but  ft 
Is  the  assertion  of  another,  and  a  very  cUflerent  one. 
It  is  tbe  assertion  of  the  power  to  impose  a  duty 
Ml  any  article  of  fordgn  commerce,  not  becanse  we 
want  revenue,  or  the  regnktions  of  com  me  roe,  as 
such  reqaire  improvement;  but  becanse  we  waut  to 
exclude  the  foreign  in  favor  of  the  domesUc  fabric. 
This  power  is  not  granted  in  the  constitution,  and 
most  be  sustained,  if  at  all,  by  the  pliable  doctrine 
of  implication;  and,  as  it  is  not  necessary  to  the 
power  to  r^se  revenue  or  regulate  commerce.  It 
cannot  be  sastabied  as  an  Inddental  or  Implied 
power;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a  substantive, ^liinet 
power,  resting  on  assumption,  and  firaaght  witii 
frightful  danger.  It  has  no  limit  but  the  caprice  of 
those  who  assert  its  existence,  and  is  necessarily 
Buhjeot  to  all  the  varying  riews  of  supposed  con- 
vetuenee,  and  the  fugitive  conceits  of  expediency. 
The  nnUndted  nature  of  this  power,  and  the  dan- 

rrous  purposes  to  which  it  may  be  applied,  render 
odious  and  unfit  to  mingle  in  human  affain.  Its 
natural  of&pring  is  monopoly ;  and  its  natural  ten- 
dency is  to  diride  the  community  into  nabobs  and 
paupers,  to  accumulate  overgrown  wealth  in  the 
hands  of  the  few,  and  to  extend  the  poverty,  tbe 
rices,  and  the  miseries  of  the  many.  This  alarm- 
ing principle  leads  to  the  union  of  Uie  worst  of  bi^ 
man  pasaons.  Cupidity  and  ambition,  under  its 
deleterious  Influence,  administer  to  each  other,  at 
the  expense  of  the  community.  CuiiiUty  will  bar- 
ter worids  for  money;  and  unchastened  ambition 
will  filch  from  the  poor  man's  toll  a  portion  of  its 
just  reward,  to  appease  the  cupidity  of  the  cold, 
calculating  mont^list. 

"  Let  it  not  be  agtdn  sdd,  that,  because  the  Sooth* 
west  and  Soutii  send  no  agents  to  beset  Uie  members 
of  Congress,  and  have  forborne  tq  petition  or  remon- 
strate in  every  village,  or  to  call  a  counter 'conven- 
tion, they  are  so  recreant  to  duty,  as  to  acquiesce 
In  the  proposed  o|q)resB!on.  On  the  contrary,  let 
It  be  distinctly  understood  that  Alabama,  in  com- 
mon with  the  Southern  and  Sonthwestera  States^ 
regards  the  power  assumed  by  the  General  Govern^ 
ment,  to  control  her  internal  concerns,  by  protect- 
ing duties  beyond  the  fklr  demands  of  tbe  revenue, 
as  a  palpaUe  usorpatiou  of  power  not  g^ven  by  the 
constitution." 

Mr.  BEirroN,  of  Missouri,  next  rose.  The 
present  session  of  Oongress,  sidd  Mr.  B.,  was 
looked  to  with  great  anxiety  by  the  people  of 
this  Union,  as  the  one  which  was  to  effect  a 
large  redaction  in  the  public  revenue,  and  an 
equitable  modiScation  in  the  existing  taiiSE, 
The  people  expected  these  things  from  us ;  but 
up  to  this  moment  they  seem  to  be  in  a  fair 
way  to  be  disappointed ;  for  no  bill  has  even 
yet  been  brought  in  to  accomplidi  their  just 
expectations ;  and  we  are  now  well  advanced 
in  tbe  fourth  month  of  the  session. 
;Tbe  President  of  the  United  States  has  cer- 
tainty performed  his  part.  His  annual  Message, 
received  by  us  in  the  first  week  of  December, 
contuned  a  strong  recommendation  to.  this 
Congress  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  tbe  wants  of 
the  Government,  and  to  adjust  the  duties  on 
foreign  imports  so  as  to  favor  our  national  in- 
b«£est  at  ncnne,  and  coontwaot  adverse  pcdic^ 
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from  abroad ;  and  he  showed  ns,  in  the  same 
Message,  that  the  state  of  the  finances,  and  the 
state  of  the  conntry,  required  these  things  to 
be  done,  and  to  be  done  now  t  These  recora- 
mendatioDB  will  shield  the  I^vrident  from  oen- 
iure  for  nwlect  in  fiuling  to  bring  the  Buld^t 
of  the  tariff  before  as ;  and  it  on^t  to  shield 
him  from  the  imputation  of  doable  dealing  on 
that  snbject.  It  oapht  to  shield  him  from  that 
bnpntation  I  For  hia  sentiments  are  plainly  ex- 
pressed, and  are,  therefore,  intelligible.  They 
are  publicly  delivered,  and  are,  thereby,  aniver- 
sally  known.  They  are  in  accordance  with  all  hia 
previous  acts  and  words  upon  the  tariff,  and  are, 
therefore,  entitled  to  credit  for  candor  and  sincer- 
ity. I  might  go  farther,  and  say  that  his  senti- 
ments are  in  accordance  with  the  public  wishes 
and  the  public  intereats ;  )m\  I  will  not  presume 
to  speak  for  a  nation  1  I  will  speak  for  myself 
alone,  and  will  say  that  the  Fra^dent  has*  well 
exprwsed  my  sentiments  in  tiito  recommenda- 
tion, such  as  I  have  often  declared  them  to  the 
Senate  here,  and  to  my  constituents  at  home; 
and,  this  being  the  case,  it  is  my  duty,  still 
more  than  my  inclination,  to  defend  these  sen- 
timents, at  this  time,  and  in  Uiis  place,  amugDed 
as  they  have  been  on  this  floor,  and  slagmati^d 
as  ruinous  to  the  copntry. 

I  am  in  favor  of  reducing  the  revenae  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government,  not  only  for  the  rea- 
sons which  have  been  mentioned  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  by  several  Senators,  bat  for  another 
reason  in  addition,  and  which  preaents  itself 
to  my  mind  as  a  compact  between  the  States 
and  die  Fedraal  GoTemment.  We  all  know 
that  the  present  form  of  Government  grew  out 
<tf  the  weakness  of  the  Government  of  the  con- 
federatitm,  and  that  the  taxing  power  was  the 
hinge  upon  which  the  change  turned.  The  Con- 
gresa  of  the  confederation  nad  no  power  to  tax 
uie  people  of  the  States.  It  had  no  power  over 
the  purse.  It  could  only  ask  for  money ;  and 
this  being  found  a  slow  way  to  obtfun  it,  the 
power  of  taxing  was  applied  for.  The  States 
refused  this  power,  because  the  Congress  might 
abuse  it,  and  levy  too  mnoh ;  they  refused  to 
Test  the  OongresB  of  the  confederation  with 
power  to  levy  duties  wpoa.  imports,  and  to  reg- 
ulate the  foreign  commerce  of  the  States,  be- 
oanse  they  saw  that,  in  granting  these  powers, 
fhey  yielded  the  unlimited  and  responsible 

Sower  of  taxation,  and  left  themselves  without 
efenoe  against  the  exactions  of  the  General 
Government.  They  resisted — ^they  refused. 
To  all  the  solicitationa  of  Congress  they  turned 
a  deaf  ear,  and  were  inexorable.  For  ten  years 
they  held  out ;  bat  the  convention  of  1787  in- 
serted these  two  powers  in  the  new  conatitu- 
tion,  and  the  States,  with  infinite  difficulty, 
were  induced  to  acquiesce;  but  that  acquies- 
cence was  the  effect,  not  of  arguments,  but  c£ 
pledges  I — ^pledges  of  that  hiah  and  solemn  na- 
ture whidi  no  man  of  that  &y  was  pennitted 
to  believe  could  ever'  be  viol^»d. 

I  maintain,  sir,  that  the  federii  revenue  may 
be  reduced  to  the  wants  of  the  Goremment)  as 
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recommended  in  the  President's  Message,  not 
only  without  destroying;  domestic  manufac- 
turea,  but  without  hurting  or  injuring  them 
in  the  slwhtest  degree.  This  is  my  aswrtioa  I 
The  proof  and  the  demonstration  oiall  follow ; 
for  I  know  how  intiniificant  it  ia  to  make  bold 
assertions  without  ^equate  ^roo&  at  hand  to 
support  them.  And  here,  sir,  permit  me  to 
presume  that  I  am  a  friend  to  domestic  indus- 
try, and  voted  for  the  tariff  of  1824  with  the 
approbation  of  my  judgment,  and  for  that  of 
1828  with  repugnance  and  misgivings.  I  am 
a  friend  to  domestic  industry,  and  mean  to 
protect  it,  according  to  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
true  policy  of  the  country,  sanctioned  by  the 
constitution  and  by  the  practice  of  the  framers 
of  the  constitution.  I  will  give  protection,  as 
an  incident  to  revenue ;  and  this  is  the  kind  of 
protection  which  is  coeval  with  the  foundation 
of  our  Giovemment,  and  under  which  mauuf&o- 
tures  att^ed  a  high  degree  of  importanod 
under  the  first  twenty  years  of  its  existence ; 
and  that  without  giving  the  least  dissatisfaction, 
to  any  part  of  the  Union.  As  far  back  as  the' 
year  1810,  our  manufactures  had  attained  the 
annual  value  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  (as  we  learn  from  Mr.  Gallatin's 
report — a  report  which  ought  to  have  shielded 
him  from  the  reproach  which  has  been  cast 
upon  him  here  1)  and  that  nnder  a  low  rate  of 
revenue  duties,  ranging  from  five  to  fifteen  per 
centum.  The  same  rate  of  protection  would 
now  produce  two  hundred  ana  forty  milliwu  of 
manufactures  annually — for  our  population  ii 
doubled  since  1810.  ■  But  it  w  not  desired  or 
intended,  by  any  Senators  with  whom  I  am  ao- 
quainted,  to  reduce  manofkctures  to  the  dttree 
of  protection  possessed  at  that  time.  The  low- 
est rate  proposed  by  the  anti-tariff  gentlepttk 
is  donble  and  treble  what  it  then  was ;  and,  fat 
myself,  I  shall  not  go  so  low  as  they  do. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  proof  of  my  assertion 
that  the  revenue  may  be  reduced  to  the  wants 
of  the  Government,  without  affecting  or  im- 
pairing the  successful  progress  of  any  manufac- 
ture. And  here  I  would  ask,  how  many,  and 
which  are  the  articles  that  require  the  present 
high  rate  of  protection  ?  Oertamly  not  tne  cot- 
ton manufacture ;  for  thc»  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Clat,)  who  appears  on  this  flow 
as  the  leading  champion  of  domestic  mannbc* 
tures,  and  whose  aamisnons  of  £Bct  must  he 
cooclnMve  against  his  arguments  of  theory; 
this  Senator  tells  you,  and  dwells  upon  the  dl»- 
closure  with  triumphant  exultation,  that  Amer- 
ican cottons  are  now  exported  to  Asia,  and  sold 
at  a  profit  in  the  cotton  markets  of  Canton  and 
Calcutta  I  Surely,  sir,  our  tariff  laws  of  1624 
and  1828  are  not  in  foroe  in  Bengal  and  China. 
And  I  appeal  to  all  mankind  for  the  truth  of 
the  inference,  that,  if  our  cottons  can  go  to 
these  countries,  and  be  sold  at  a  prc^t  without 
any  protection  at  all,  tiie^  can  stay  at  home^ 
and  be  sold  to  oar  own  oitiaens,  without  Ion, 
under  a  less  protection  than  60  and  850  per 
centum  I  One  fiwl^  Mr.  Freeidant,  is  si^  to  be 
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worth  a  tliooaand  theories ;  I  will  add  that  it  is 
worth  a  hundred  thonsand  speeches ;  and  this 
fact,  that  Americaa  cottons  now  traverse  the 
one-half  of  the  circumference  of  this  globe — 
cross  the  equinoctial  line — descend  to  the  anti- 
podes— aecK  foreign  cottons  on  the  doable  the- 
atre of  British  and  Asiatic  competition,  and 
oome  off  Tiotorions  from  ^e  contest — is  a  fnll 
and  overwhelming  answer  to  all  ^e  speeches 
that  hare  been  tomUl  or  ever  can  be  made,  in 
ftvor  of  protecung  duties  on  these  cottons 
at  home.  The  oidj  effect  of  sneb  dattes  is  to 
«nt  off  oonsnmptioa — to  create  monopolj  at 
home — ^to  enable  oar  manofactoreni  to  sell  uieir 
^ooAb  higher  to  their  own  Ohristian  feUow-oit- 
izeoa,  than  to  the  pagan  worshippers  of  Fo  and 
of  Brahma  t  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Ganges  and  the  Bnrrampooter  to  wear  Ameri- 
can cottons  Qpon  cheaper  terms  than  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  Ohio  and  ^ssissippi.  And  every 
Western  citizen  knows  the  fact,  that  when 
these  shipments  of  American  cottons  were 
nuking  to  the  extremities  of  Asia,  the  price  of 
these  same  cottons  was  actaally  raised  20  and 
S5  per  cent  in  all  tiie  towns  of  the  West :  with 
this  ftuther  diflbrenoe  to  oar  prejudice,  that  we 
can  only  pay  for  them  in  money,  while  the  in- 
habitants of  Asia  make  payment  in  the  pro- 
ducts of  their  own  country. 
-  That  is  what  the  gentleman^s  admission 
proved ;  but  I  do  not  come  here  to  argue  upon 
Admissions,  whether  candid,  or  unguarded,  of 
the  adversary  speakers.  I  bring  my  own  facts 
and  proofs ;  and,  really,  sir,  I  have  a  mind  to 
complin  that  Che  gentleman's  admission  about 
cottons  has  crippled  the  force  of  my  argument 
— that  it  has  weakened  its  effect,  by  letting  out 
half  at  a  toe,  and  destnmd  ita  norelty,  by  an 
antidpated  revelation,  llie  truth  is,  X  have 
this  not  (that  we  exported  domestic  cottons) 
treasnred  op  in  my  magazine  of  argnment,  and 
intended  to  produce  it  at  the  proper  time,  to 
show  that  we  exported  this  artide,  not  to  Can- 
ton and  Calcutta  alone,  but  to  all  quarters  of 
the  globe ;  not  a  few  cargoes  only,  by  way  of 
experiment,  bat  in  great  quantities,  as  a  regalar 
trade  to  the  amount  of  a  million  and  a  quarter 
of  dollars  annually ;  and  that,  of  this  amount, 
no  less  than  forty  thousand  dollars^  worth  in 
the  year  1880  had  done  what  the  combined 
fleets  and  amies  of  the  worid  could  not  do ;  it 
had  aoded  the  rook  of  Gibraltar,  penetrated  to 
the  heart  tit  the  British  garrifton,  taken  posses- 
don  of  hia  Britannic  Mi^esty's  soldiers,  bound 
tiieir  arms,  l^;s.  and  bodies,  and  strutted  in 
triumph  over  the  ramparts  and  batteries  of 
that  inattackable  fortress ;  and  now,  sir,  I  will 
use  no  more  of  the  gentieman^s  admissions.  I 
will  draw  upon  my  own  resources ;  and  wiU 
show  nearly  the  whole  list  of  our  domestic 
manufactures  to  be  in  the  same  flourishing  con- 
dition with  cottons  actually  going  abroad  to 
seek  competition,  withoat  protection,  in  every 
foreign  clime,  and  contending  victoriously  with 
foreign  manufactures  wherever  they  can  en- 
oounter  them.  I  readfinm  the  custom-house 
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retoms  of  1880 — ^the  last  that  has  been  printed. 
Lfstea  to  it  t 

[Here  Xr.  B.  exhibited  a  table  showing  the  vari- 
ous trUcles  of  domestle  mtnofiusmrea  exported  to 
foreiga  countries,  and  the  value  of  each;  snd 
unoDg  these  articles  ttUtf  to  the  British  domin- 
ions.] 

This  is  the  list  of  domestic  manufactures  ex- 
ported  to  foreign  countries.  It  comprehenda 
the  whole,  or  nearly  Ihe  whole,  of  tnat  long 
catalogue  of  items  which  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat)  read  to  us  on  the  second 
day  of  his  discourse ;  and  shows  the  whole  to 
be  going  abroad,  without  a  shadow  of  protec- 
tion, to  seek  competitioo,  in  foreign  markets, 
with  the  foreign  goods  of  all  the  world.  The 
list  of  articles  I  have  read,  contains  near  fifty 
varieties  of  manufactures,  (and  I  have  omitted 
many  minor  articles,)  amounting,  in  value,  to 
near  six  millioos  of  dollars  I  And  now  behold 
the  diverri^  of  human  reasoning]  The  Sen- 
ator Avm  Kmtuoky  exhibits  a  nst  of  artiolea 
manufactared  in  the  United  Statea,  and  ai^es 
that  the  slightest  diminution  in  the  enormous 
protection  they  now  enjoy,  will  overwhelm  the 
whole  in  ruin,  and  covei;  the  land  with  desola- 
tion. I  exhibit  the  same  list,  and  argue  that 
these  articles  can  bear,  without  injury,  a  very 
considerable  diminution.  He  says,  if  there  is 
the  least  diminntion,  foreigners  will  come  here 
and  undersell  them  ;  I  say  no,  because  these 
articles  now  go  abroad,  and  undersell  foreign- 
ers, in  foreign  markets,  withont  a  particle  of 
protection.  This  is  the  difference  in  our  rea- 
soning, for  our  facts  are  the  same ;  and  wbidi 
is  right,  I  leave  to  the  common  sense  of  all  man- 
kind to  say, 

I  do  not  prc^>ose  to  comment,  item  by  item, 
on  all  the  articles  contained  in  fbis  flet  I 
have  read  it  in  detml,  and  leave  the  reflections 
which  the  reading  suggests  to  the  understand- 
ings of  others.  A  few  items  only  I  will  exam- 
ine, for  the  purpose  of  exempli^ing  my  own 
opinion  of  the  tariff,  and  of  the  kind  of  modifi- 
cation it  ought  to  receive.  In  some  instances, 
the  manufacture  is  so  generally  difi^sed,  and 
the  price  reduced  so  low  by  domestic  competi- 
tion, that  the  daty  is  a  dead  tetter,  giving  no 
preference  to  the  artisan,  adding  no  increase 
of  price  to  the  purchaser ;  and,  in  sudi  cases, 
no  practical  man  shonld  trouble  himsdf  about 
the  duty.  In  other  instanoea,  tiie  domefAio 
supply  is  far  from  being  equal  to  the  demiand; 
large  foreign  supplies  must  be  procured,  and  the 
duty  on  the  foreign  articles  is  p^  by  the  con- 
sumer ;  in  snch  instances,  there  oaght  to  be  a 
reasonable  reduction.  In  other  instuices,  again, 
the  daty  enables  a  few  to  engross  the  domestic 
market,  and  to  exact  extortionate  prices,  where, 
in  fact,  no  daty  is  necessary  at  all  to  give  them 
a  fair  profit ;  and,  in  snch  cases,  the  duty  should 
be  abolished.  In  other  instances,  the  fordgn 
article  has  no  rival  or  subetitote  mannfjsctnred 
in  the  United  States ;  and,  in  snoh  cues,  the 
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foreigD  article  shonld  be  freed  from  Aaty.  I 
do  not  now  travel  over  the  list  to  exemplify 
these  positions;  the  time  will  come  for  that 
exemplification  when  we  arrive  at  the  details 
of  the  bill.  I  will  take  two  items  only  to  U- 
IllBtrate  some  part  of  mj  raeaning,  namely,  iron 
uid  salt  The  list  diows  a  large  exportation, 
upwards  of  $800,000  worth  of  domesUc  iron, 
and  its  mani^actnres.  Turning  to  the  dettdled 
statement  from  which  this  snmmary  list  is  com- 
piled, aad  we  find  this  entry  under  the  head  of 
DaO^— 

"To  Coba,  l,080,8f  e  lbs.— Ttlae  tei.Sie."* 

Nov,  rir,  let  any  peraoa  who  oan  work  a 
cam  in  the  golden  rnle  of  t^ree,  caleolate  the 
price  of  these  ntdls  per  pound.  He  will  find  it 
10  be  less  than  six  cents;  and  whether  these 
exported  nails  consisted  of  au  assortment,  which 
is  most  probd>le,  or  were  all  of  the  lowest 
price,  which  is  impossible  to  believe,  it  will 
tara  ont  that  Amenoan  nails  are  exported  for 
less  than  they  are  sold  at  home :  for  it  is  incon- 
testable that  the  people  of  the  West  pay  more 
than  six  crate  a  pound  for  their  n^la. 

The  list  also  contains  this  item— 

"Salt,       ....  $22,878." 

Tnming  to  the  detailed  statement,  and  we 
find  that  this  salt  of  domestic  mannfikotore  goes 
to  Canada,  actually  goes  into  his  Britannic  Maj- 
esty's dominions,  where  British  salt  comes  free 
of  dnty,  and  where  it  has  to  contend  with  that 
salt,  upon  its  own  territory,  and  withoat  a  par- 
ticle of  protection.  Now,  why  not  contend 
witii  it  also  at  home,  npon  onr  territories,  upon 
the  same  terms?  It  can  oertcuniy  stand  the 
competition  better  at  home  than  abroad.  Why, 
then,  does  it  want  protection  at  home  ?  lb*. 
President,  another  opportnnitj  will  present 
itsetf  fixe  going  at  lam  into  the  whole  question 
ftf  the  salt  tax ;  bat  foannot  pmnit  this  oppor- 
tunity— so  fordbly  presented  by  the  actual 
^ew  of  American  salt  exported  to  the  British 
dominions — ^to  pass  by,  without  unfolding  the 
peculiar  operation  of  the  tariff  laws  upon  this 
article  of  universal  and  prime  .necessity.  I  will 
make  a  brief  exposition  of  this  cmel  operation ; 
and,  first,  we  will  see  the  quantity  and  value  of 
foreign  salt  imported  into  the  TTnited  States,  as 
shown  in  the  custom-honse  returns  of  1830 : 

tmporM       M«  UmUid  aiaU%,/or  Ik*  ytar  1880. 
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*  Tnrkoyj  X^evant,  and 

-  M»   :  : 

"  Colombia, 
"    Braall,  - 
«    Wert  IndiM  gene- 
nUj,  -      -  - 


Id  this  list,  sir,  we  behold  the  import  price 
— the  first  cost — of  all  the  variety  <^salt  import- 
ed into  the  United  States.  See  the^nra,  nat- 
ural, crystallized,  snn-made  salt,  which  cornea 
from  Spain,  Portugal,  France,  and  the  West 
Indies,  costing  seven,  eight,  or  nine  cents  a 
bushel.  See  tiiat  which  comes  from  the  coasts 
and  the  idands  of  the  Uediterranean,  and  the 
head  of  the  Adriatic  sea,  and  which  is  equally 
pnre,  strong,  and  good,  costing  no  more  than 
tiu-ee,  fonr,  five,  and  six  cents  a  bushel.  Then 
look  at  the  price  of  this  salt  in  the  seaport 
towns,  generally  ranging  between  forty  and 
fifty  cents  a  bushel ;  look  at  the  price  of  the 
same  salt  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  when 
sold  to  the  farmer,  and  observe  this  price  in- 
creased to  aboQt  <me  dollar,  and  the  boahel  re- 
duced to  fifty  ponnds;  observe  these  thinn 
and  tell  me  the  reason  <^  Ais  ezoesrive,  this 
monstrous,  thb  astonishing  disproportion  be- 
tween the  import  and  the  retail  price.  Look 
at  the  respective  prices  of  the  English  fire-made 
salt,  and  the  natnral  son-made  salt,  which 
oomes  from  twenty  other  countries,  and  tell  me 
the  reason  why  that  which  cost  double,  and  is 
worth  but  half  as  much  as  the  other,  sells  for 
about  the  same  price  in  onr  market.  Tell  me 
why  it  is  that  all  qualities  are  levelled,  and  all 
prices  raised,  to  the  same  standard,  and  profits 
of  four  or  five  hundred  per  centum  exacted  on 
some  descriptions  of  salt.  I  will  tell  yon 
the  reasons  oi  all  these  enormities,  and  I  will 

Srove  it  to  you  beudes.  It  is  tite  tariff  which 
oes  iti  It  is  tiie  tari£^  whidi,  pving  birth  to 
a  race  of  regraters  in  the  seaports,  and  monop- 
olizers in  tite  interior,  throws  all  the  for^m 
salt  into  the  hands  of  one  set,  and  all  the  do- 
mestic salt  into  the  hands  of  the  other ;  and 
enables  the  two  classes  to  fix  their  own  prices, 
and  to  exact  what  they  please  for  every  variety 
of  the  article,  without  regard  to  the  difi'erenoe 
in  cost  or  quality. 

The  tariff  does  it,  and  this  is  the  process :  A 
vessel  arrives  from  the  dominions  of  a  fivdpi 
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power  with  salt.  B«fore  a  permit  e&n  be  ob- 
tained to  land  it  on  the  sml  of  the  United 
States,  the  dnty  mast  be  paid  in  ready  money, 
or  bond  and  seonrity  givec  to  pay  it  in  nine 
months.  If  pud  in  ready  money,  the  interest 
for  nine  montns  is  disconnted ;  if  credit  ie  taken, 
the  principal  and  secarlties  in  the  bond  are  all 
required  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
This  is  the  iaw.  Now  for  the  practical  operar 
tton  of  the  law.  The  importer  who  has  brought 
this  salt  to  sell,  and  which  he  wishes  to  sell  at 
fonr,  fire,  six,  seven,  eight,  or  nine  cwts  a 
bnshel,  did  not  bring  along  with  him  spare 
cash  at  Uie  rate  of  ten  oents  a  bo^el,  (which 
Is  the  present  da^,)  to  p»  the  American  Got- 
«rnment  before  he  can  sell  his  nit  to  American 
cMiens.  He,  therefore,  caonot  p«r  the  dnty 
in  reedy  money.  Credit  becomes  his  only  re- 
source ;  and,  to  get  American  secnrities  to  his 
Irand,  the  salt  must  l>e  sold  or  consigned  to 
American  citizens.  This  throws  the  whole  for- 

Xsalt  trade  into  the  hands  of  a  few  men, 
make  it  their  business,  and  their  profit, 
either  to  go  security  and  take  the  salt  to  sell, 
or  to  buy  it  at  once  ont  of  the  hands  of  the  im- 
porter, and  assmne  the  dnties  to  the  Govern- 
ment. And  this  is  the  practical  operation  of 
Ute  law.  Havii^  all  the  salt  in  their  own 
lumds,  the  next  uiinf;  is  to  fix  the  price,  and 
that  is  done  by  addmg  the  daty  to  the  cost, 
and  putting  as  many  hundred  per  oent.  as  they 
please  upon  twth,  for  their  profl^  and  this 
Brings  the  price  to  forty  or  fifty  cents.  This  is 
the  process  of  the  regrator  in  the  seaport  •  the 
monopofiser  in  the  interior  keeps  pace  with  his 
brother;  and,  between  the  two,  the  fkrmer 
pays  four  prices  for  his  bushel  of  salt,  and  then 
gets  a  weighed  bnshel  of  &(ty  ponnda,  measur- 
&>g  little  more  than  half  a  bowel,  instead  of  a 
measured  boahel,  weighing  from  seventy-six  to 
eighty-four  pounds.  Such  is  the  operation  of 
the  tariff  n^n  the  price  of  salt  I  Abolish  the 
dn^  and  introdnoe  a  ftee  trade,  and  what 
vonld  be  the  ocmseqaenee  t  Why,  sir,  the  im- 
porter would  never  lUl  into  hands  <rf  the 
zegraters.  He  would  land  his  salt  without  a 
permit — without  tax — without  bond — and  sell 
it  in  the  river,  or  at  the  wharf,  to  any  om 
that  would  bny  it ;  or  he  would  ascend  into  the 
interior  with  it,  bartering  his  salt  with  the  farm- 
ers, agsinat  their  provisions,  and  that  at  first 
oost,  withoQt  dnty,  or  advance  upon  cost  and 
duty.  The  manufacturer  would  have  a  &ir 
price  for  the  domestic  article ;  for  freight  would 

J rate  as  a  protection,  and  be  equal  to  a  duty 
near  twenty  cents,  and  give  a  better  profit 
upon  their  capital  than  farmers  and  planters 
■re  reodriu.  This  would  be  the  state  ot 
oar  salt  trade  if  the  duty  was  abolished;  and 
every  interest  of  the  fiumer  requires  the  abttf- 
tion. 

Tlie  West  needs  foreign  trade.  Why  else  did 
our  ancestors  struggle  under  the  Government 
of  the  confederation  to  secure  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi?  Why  else  did  the 
whdd  West  r^oioe  at  fike  aoqniuti<m  of  the 


months  of  the  Mississippi  in  1808?  Bnfc  it  to 
sud  that  the  introdnotion  of  the  hijgh  tariff  pol- 
icy  has  not  been  iiy'nrioas  to  foreign  trade.  I 
think  otherwise ;  but  let  ns  avoid  an  array  of 
opposite  opinions,  and  contradictory  assertiona, 
which  decide  nothing,  and  prodnce  no  results, 
and  let  us  have  recourse  to  the  logic  of  faota 
which  put  an  end  to  all  mistakes.  Let  us  ex- 
amine this  point  upon  evidence,  and  evidence 
of  that  character  that  no  man  may  be  permitted 
to  dispute  it.  I  speak  of  the  evidence  of  the 
custom-house  l>oobt,  and  will  take  two  periods 
which  win  exhibit  the  furest  state  of  the  ques- 
tion. I  will  take  the  year  1816,  vhioh  was  the 
year  of  the  commencement  of  the  hig^  tariff 
policy;  and  the  year  1880,  which  was  two 
years  after  that  system  had  attained  its  preemt 
maximnm  growuL  In  the  first  of  these  yean 
the  export  of  domestic  productions  was  $64^- 
781,896;  in  the  second  it  was  $69,463,029. 
Here  is  a  decrease  of  five  nUlUons,  when  there 
ought  to  have  been  an  increase  of  abont  thirty 
milliona ;  for  our  population  had  increased  one- 
third  in  the  same  time,  and  oar  country  was  at 
peace  with  all  the  world  during  the  whole 
period ;  and  her  foreign  oommerce  should  have 
been  as  progressive  as  her  population.  The 
^minntion  m  foreign  trade  is  then,  in  realify, 
atraat  thirty-five  mmioiis;  and  that  in  the  short 
space  of  fourteen  yeara  This  is  a  striking  view 
<x  the  dedine  of  for^ffn  trade  under  the  high 
tariff  policy ;  bnt  it  is  oy  no  means  the  stronf^ 
est  view  which  the  case  admits.  That  stKm^ 
est  view  will  be  seen  in  the  dissection,  or 
analysis,  of  our  export  trade  for  those  years ; 
an  operation  which  will  show  that  the  decline 
has  fallen,  not  generally  upon  all  our  exports, 
but  partiuty  and  exclusively  on  the  products  of 
the  earth — the  products  of  the  South  and  West 
— while  the  exports  of  the  Northeast  have  ao* 
tually  increased  during  the  same  period. 
Here  is  the  analysis : 

In  1816,  the  domesUc  exports  were: 
In  the  products  of  agriculture,      ■  tl!3,364,000 
of  the  forest,        -  7,293,000 
of  the  set,    -      -  1,331,000 
of  manoftctDrei^  -  l,Yfi5,000 

In  18S0t  they  were: 

In  the  products  of  sgricultnre,  -  $4e,976,S8a 

of  the  forest,  •  4,192,047 

of  the  sea,    -  -  1,7S6,270 

of  Duan&ctnres  -  S,6S7,S80 

Here,  sir,  is  proof  for  you  I  Here  is  dem- 
onstration? Here  is  the  Ic^o  of  the  exact 
sciences  I  Here  is  the  true  working  of  the  high 
twiff  policy  I  And  what  does  it  prove  to  you  ? 
It  proves  that  agrioaltore  in  th^  year  1880  is 
w<nth  seven  nuUions  less  than  in  1810,  instead 
of  bidng  worth  one-third,  or  sevanteen  mOlions 
more;  that  tiie  products  of  the  forest — a  kin- 
dred product  to  agriculture — are  three  millions 
less  in  1880  than  1816,  instead  of  bdng  three 
millions  more;  that  the  products  of  the  sea, 
instead  of  declining  like  the  others,  have  ac 
tually  advanced  near  half  a  million ;  and  that 
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tiie  products  of  the  manafactories  have  ad- 
vanced upwards  of  threefold^  from  one  miUioa 
and  three-quarters  to  six  million  and  a  half  1 
This  logic  of  figures  pnts  to  flight  all  the  de- 
Inaive  Uieories  which  would  either  deny  the 
fact  of  a  decline  in  oar  foreign  commerce,  or 
attribnte  it  to  the  diminution  of  money,  and 
consequent  fall  of  prices.  The  produce  of  the 
high  tariff  States  is  not  affected  by  those  causes. 
The  produce  of  the  sea,  namely,  fish,  oil,  wht^e- 
bone,  and  spermaoeti,  which  goes  from  the 
high  tariff  States  in  the  North^ut,  sells  as  well 
as  ever.  The  produce  of  the  manufactories, 
too  nnmerons  to  be  debdled,  especially  after 
reading  a  list  of  them  an  honr  ago,  also  goes 
from  Uie  same  State,  and  is  vastly  incre^ed. 
Bat  the  produce  of  b^ricoltare,  namely,  bee^ 
poric,  baooQ.  floor,  grain,  cotton  rice,  tobacco, 
oEC,  &C.,  which  goes  from  the  Southern  and 
'Western  States,  is  largely  sunk  in  value ;  the 

C'ace  of  the  forest,  which  ^oea  principally 
the  same  States,  and  consists  of  skins  and 
furs,  of  tar,  pitch,  rosin,  and  turpentine,  of 
staves  and  shingles,  hewn  timber,  masts,  soan, 
boards,  and  otner  lumber,  has  also  sunk  in 
value.  Sir,  there  is  no  mistake  in  these  figares  I 
no  error  in  these  deductions  I  no  room  for  any 
diversity  of  opinions  1  The  hi^  tariff  works 
alike,  throoghont  all  its  departments,  and  in 
every  operation,  at  home  and  abroad.  It  is 
hurtful  to  the  farmer  and  the  planter ;  it  is  ben- 
eficial to  the  fisherman  and  the  manufacturer. 
It  sheds  the  whole  of  its  benign  influences  upon 
the  Kortheast ;  it  reserves  all  its  balefol  effects 
for  the  South  and  West  I 

Several  speakers,  Hr.  President,  have  read 
to  us  the  accounts  of  British  oppression  during 
our  colonial  varaalage.  They  have  shown  that 
we  were  allowed  to  manufacture  nothing  for 
ourselves,  and  were  compelled  to  purchase  the 
manofaotores  of  the  mother  country.  This 
was  certainly  a  great  oppression  upon  the  col- 
onists, and  deserved  their  highest  resentment; 
but  in  some  respects  the  present  state  of  trade 
between  the  West  and  the  high  tariff  States  is 
on  a  worse  footing  for  the  West  than  that  of 
the  colonists  was  with  the  mother  country,  lii 
the  first  place,  the  colonists  bought  their  man- 
ufactures from  the  mother  coontxy  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  we  bay  from  the  high  tai^  States, 
especially  in  the  essential  articles  of  woollen 
goods.  In  the  next  place,  the  colonists  paid  in 
their  own  productions,  we  in  money.  In  the 
Udrd  place,  the  colonists  farnished  the  raw 
materials  to  be  worked  up  in  England,  while 
the  West  famishes  scarcely'  any  raw  material 
for  the  Northeastern  mann&otares,  and  many 
of  them  employ  foreign  materials,  to  the  exola- 
non  of  American  materials.  We  have  a  very 
striking  instance  of  this  in  a  memorial  now 
upon  oar  tables  from  .a  firm  of  flax  mannfao- 
torers  near  Philadelphia.  It  oontuns  this  re- 
markable sentence:  "The  manufactures  yoar 
memorialists  produce  are  from  foreign  flax  ex- 
clusively, and  consist  of  shoe  threads,  tailor's 
thrM^  twines^  and  flax  and  tow  yams  enter- 
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ing  into  other  roannfaotarea,  as  oheeka,  hnens, 
carpeting,  patent  floor  cloth,  boot  webbing,  and 
hair  seating,  which  cannot  be  made  from  the 
flax  grown  in  this  country,  of  a  qaality  to  an- 
swer  the  purposes  of  the  ooosamers."  How, 
under  the  old  colonial  system,  these  manofao- 
turers  would  have  been  obliged  to  use  Ameri- 
can flax,  and  to  have  pud  Americans  for  it ; 
but  under  our  high  tariff,  they  bay  the  flax 
from  abroad  ;  and  the  higb  duties  upon  all  the 
manufactures  of  flax,  as  threads  and  twines, 
checks  and  linens,  cuttings  and  floor  cl<Ahs, 
boot  webbing  and  hair  seating,  enables  than  to 
sell  the  manufacture  suffioientiy  high  to  enaUe 
them  to  bay  tiie  foreign  material,  and  the  peo- 
ple are  to  be  deluded  with  the  story  that  this  is 
ad(Hnestio  manufactory  1  The  quantity  ^for- 
eign flax  imported  into  the  United  &t^»e  in 
two  years  after  the  tariff  of  1628,  and  remain- 
ing in  the  country  for  oonsumption,  was  ninefy- 
ax  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-two  dol- 
lars* worth ;  whidi,  of  course,  went  into  our 
domestic  manufactories.  It  is  the  same  tiling 
with  other  articles ;  for  our  oastom-hoose  books 
show  an  import  of  forei^  wool,  since  the  tariff 
of  1824,  to  the  value  of  two  million  seventy-two 
thonsand  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollns ; 
of  foreign  hemp  to  the  valne  oS  three  miUioa 
five  hondred  and  forlgr-one  thonsand  nx  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  dollars ;  of  foreign  indigo 
to  the  value  of  foor  million  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  dollars ;  of  for^n  raw  Udes  to  the  value 
of  eleven  million  one  hundred  and  seventy-two 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars ;  and  of  foreign 
furs  to  the  value  of  two  million  seventy-seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars: 
making,  in  the  whole^  an  importation  of  foreign 
materials,  in  five  articles  alone,  to  the  amount 
of  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  in  the  diort 
space  of  ux  years,  between  the  yean  18Si  and 
1880.  And  this  is  the  net  amount  .whitih  re- 
mained in  the  country  for  consumption,  aftor 
deducting  the  re-exportations.  This  immense 
sum  has  been  paid  to  foreigners,  instead  (tf 
American  citizens ;  so  that,  in  this  respect,  our 
trade  with  the  Northeastern  manufactorers  is  on 
a  far  worse  footing  than  that  of  the  oM  oolo- 
nists  with  Great  Britain.  But  I  trust  that  this 
hardship  will  soon  be  relieved,  and  that,  in  the 
modification  of  the  tariff  at  the  present  sessiiHi, 
the  farmers  and  planters  of  the  United  Statee 
will  be  admitted  mto  the  benefits  of  the  Amer- 
ican syston,  and  seonred  in  the  dMueatie  sup>^ 
ply  of  the  raw  materials  to  our  dtHnestio  manu- 
tactories,  I  hope  tar  tUs  muoh  for  the  fiain- 
ers,  and  for  the  htmor  oi  the  system.  Fur 
nothing  can  be  more  absurd  than  to  ereot  do- 
mestiiO  manufactures  upon  foreign  materials; 
nothing  more  contradictory  than  to  predioate 
ind^ndence  for  goods  upon  dependenoe  iat 
matorials  to  make  them  out  of ;  nothing  more 
iniquitous  tban  to  give  to  the  manufac^nrera 
the  home  market  of  goods,  and  not  give  to  the 
farmers  the  home  market  of  raw  materials; 
nothing  more  insulting  to  the  understandings 
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of  the  people,  than  to  call  such  a  one-eided  mo- 
lumoly  an  American  ajBtem. 

The  West,  then,  Ur.  President,  in  common 
with  all  the  affricoltaral  portions  of  this  Umon, 
has  a  deep  and  direct  interest  in  the  preserva- 
tion and  extension  of  foreign  trade.  If  she 
looked  to  her  interest  alone,  if  she  looked  at 
the  qnesUon  under  the  single  aspect  of  selflah 
benemL  she  would  be  an  advocate  for  nure- 
stritrted  oommeroe  with  all  the  world.  She 
would  etHiUaiie  the  cry,  upon  which  she  went 
to  war  twmtr  tuib  ago,  &x  free  tnde  and 
aailora*ri{fbtaf  But  the  Wert  is  not  individual 
in  her  ezistenoe,  nor  ecot^rtioal  in  her  poHcj. 
She  is  a  aeetaonal  diviioon  of  an  extended  con- 
faderaoT ;  she  belongs  to  a  great  political  sys- 
tem ;  she  is  snt^eot  to  a  dapBeate  form  of  Qov- 
emment;  and  these  conditions  impose  upon 
her  obligations,  which  neither  duty  nor  patriot- 
ism permit  her  to  disregard.  Her  Government 
mnst  be  supported,  and  that  support  requires 
revenue ;  her  independence  must  he  maint^n- 
edf  and  tltat  independence  requires  a  home  sap- 
ply  of  certain  articles.  Foreurn  oommeroe  pre- 
sents the  most  oonvenieBt  BQDject  ftn*  revenae, 
for  the  anpport  <jt  iho  Federal  GoTemmoat; 
and  the  levy  of  that  revenoe  may  be  made  the 
means  of  enoonn^g  the  prodnoUon  of  the  es- 
Benlial  articles  which  our  independence  re^nires 
to  be  made  at  home.  Hence  the  necessity  of 
qoalifying  the  unlimited  freedom  of  trade, 
which  our  pecuniary  interest  might  require; 
and  hence,  aiso,  the  measure  of  that  qusJiflca- 
tion.  And  this,  Mr.  President,  brings  me  back 
to  a  point  which  I  mentioned  before,  and 
whidi,  npon  this  subject,  is  the  law  and  the 
prophets  with  me :  revenue,  to  the  extent  of 
the  Gtovenunent  wants ;  protection  aa  an  inci- 
dent to  rereinie. 

lb.  President,  I  hope  I  have  been  fortnnate 
enough  to  makemysdlintalligible  to  the  Senate. 
I  certainly  nnderstand  myself,  whether  others 
do  car  not.  X  am  an  enemy  to  unneoessary  taxa- 
ticm,  and  mean  to  vote  for  reducing  the  revenue 
to  the  wants  of  the  Government.  I  un  an 
enemy  to  a  public  debt,  to  its  suttsttmoe  as  well 
as  to  its  shadow,  and  mean  to  vote  for  relief 
from  the  burdens  as  well  as  relief  from  the 
name  of  our  present  debt.  I  am  a  friend 
to  domestic  industry,  and  intend  to  give  it 
a  fair  protection  under  the  regular  exercise 
of  the  revenne-raisiog  power.  I  am  a  friend 
to  a  jodiciona  tarl^  in  contradlstinotion  t«  an 
ii^udituous,  or  a  political,  or  a  sectional  aae ; 
and  mean  to  have  regafd  to  every  public  in- 
terest— the  fbrmer  as  well  as  the  manuSitotnrer 
— ^the  consumer  as  well  as  the  producer — the 
importer  as  well  as  the  exporter,  in  adjusting 
the  future  scale  of  the  tariff  duties.  Above 
all,  I  am  a  friend  to  the  coltivators  of  the  earth, 
and  mean  to  labor  hard  to  f^ve  them  some 
benefit  from  the  reduction  of  the  revenue,  in 
lowering  the  price  of  land  I  and  abolishing  the 
tax  on  salt.  For  tiie  rest,  I  am  in  favor  of  ac- 
tion, not  words.  I  am  for  going  to  work  on  the 
tariff  Idll,  and  oeadng  to  derate  on  Uie  UaiS 


rraolutions.  I  am  in  favor  of  dropping  both 
the  resolutions  before  us,  and  sending  another 
to  a  committee,  directing  that  committee  to 
bring  in  the  whole  tariff  in  one  bill — every  item 
now  subject  to  duty ;  that  we  may  take  it  up 
for  decision,  begin  at  the  l>eginning,  and  go  to 
the  end ;  altering  what  we  can  alter,  and  show- 
ing the  result  to  the  people,  for  their  approval 
or  condemnation.  This  is  what  I  am  now  for ; 
and  for  this  purpose,  I  now  conclude  my  q>eeoh, 
and  offer  yon  a  resolution  in  amenmnen^  or 
anbstitaticni  of  those  which  are  now  dependmg, 
Qnstmoting  the  committee  to  which  the  suttjeot 
should  be  referred,  to  report  a  bill  embracing 
all  the  items  on  which  a  redaction  might  be 
thought  proper,  either  with  or  without  fixing 
^e  rate  of  duties  on  each  article.) 
The  Senate  then  Bloomed. 


ICoHDAT,  March  19. 
Th»  Tariff. 

The  Senate  ag^dn  proceeded  to  oonrader  the 
following  reetdntions,  submitted  by  Mr.  Glat 
on  Uie  9uk  January  last : 

lUtolved.  That  the  existing  duties  npon  uticles 
imported  from  foreign  countries,  and  not  coming 
into  competition  vith  similar  articles  made  or  pro- 
dnced  within  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  forth- 
with abolished,  except  the  duties  apon  winea  and 
^Iks,  and  that  thej  ought  to  be  reduced. 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  report 
a  bill  accordingly. 

And  Mr.  Hatks'b  amendment  thereto,  pro- 
posed on  the  16th  of  January,  viz : 

Strike  oat  all  after  the  word  *'  countries," 
and  insert  as  follows : 

"  Be  so  reduced  that  the  amount  of  the  public 
revenue  shall  be  sufficient  to  defraj  the  expeiws  of 
Government  according  to  the  present  scale,  after 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt ;  and  that,  aUowIng 
a  reasonable  time  for  the  gradual  reducUon  of  the 
present  high  duties  on  the  articles  coming  In  com- 
petition with  similar  articles  made  or  produced 
within  the  United  States,  the  duties  be  ultimately 
equalized,  so  that  the  duty  on  no  article  stiaU,  as 
compared  with  the  value  of  that  article,  vary  ma- 
terially from  the  general  average," 

Mr.  Hatitb  then  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question ;  and  the  vote  was  first  taken  on  strik- 
ing out  all  of  the  original  resolution  after  the 
word  *^  Reffflvedf"  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  nega- 
tived, as  follows : 

Taas.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  For- 
(7th,  Gmndy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Miller, 
Moore,  Foindexter,  Robinson,  Smith,  Troup,  Tyler, 
White— 18. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen, 
Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Maroy,  Pren< 
tiss,  Bobbins,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Spn^^,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Wilkins— 33. 

The  President  declared  that  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Hayhb  was  rejected,  and  the  original 
rasolnticm  adopted. 
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TvisDAT,  March  20. 

Land  Grant  to  Miuouri. 

Ur.  Benton  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
trodace  a  bill  grmiting  to  the  State  of  MiBsoari 
five  hundred  tJaoneana  acres  of  the  public  lands, 
for  the  pnrpose  of  internal  imprDvement  within 
that  State ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
seqpnd  reading. 


Wbdnesdat,  Uaroh  31. 

Zand  Grant  to  Louuiana. 

The  following  reeolntion  was  Bobmitted  bjr 
Ur.  Waoquun  : 

Beaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
grantjnff  to  the  State  of  LouUtaoa  600,000  acres  of 
Uie  public  land,  to  aid  the  said  State,  in  keeinng 
open  the  watercourses  commuofcating  with  the 
lusrisdppi,  and  for  sncb  other  otfjects  as  may  be 
eoaaidered  of  pubUe  uUlity. 

Land  Grant  to  Mittimppi. 
Ur.  PoiNDBXTEB  offered  a  resolution  of  in- 
onirj  relative  to  a  grant  of  600,000  acres  of 
Jand  to  the  State  of  MiBsiaaippi,  for  pnrpoaes  of 
interaal  iminOTement. 


TtttnsDAT,  March  2S. 
Tho  Tar^—Mr,  WOMn^  Amauhnmt. 

Mr.  WiLKiNs  then  sobmitted  the  following 
amendment  to  the  resolution : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  forthwith,  and 
insert  the  foUowiug :  "  so  far  reduced,  or  alto- 
gether abolished,  as  to  bring  down  the  amount 
of  the  public  revenue  to  a  sum  sufficient  to  de- 
fray the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Govem- 
ment,  afler  the  payment  of  the  national  debt, 
as  proposed  in  the  late  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasniy,  and  withont  a  view  to  a  snr- 
plufl  revenue,  or  for  disbibotion,  havlDg  sndi 
regard  as  thc^  mar  deem  expedient  to  sooh  an 
ultimate  eqnaUzation  of  duties  as  will  render 
tiiem  efficient  for  the  purpose  of  their  impdsl- 
tion." 

Mr.  WmciHS  swd  it  was  conceded  that 
{he  revenue  most  be  reduced  in  consequence  of 
the  approaching  extinction  of  the  pnblio  debt ; 
and  the  question  was,  in  what  manner  the 
duties  should  be  spread  over  the  various 
articles  of  imports.  He  was  not  willing  to 
concede,  in  arraDgiog  the  duties,  the  principle 
of  protection.  However  erroneous  the  l^isla- 
tion  of  the  country  may  have  been,  which  led 
to  the  present  posture  of  its  indu^ry,  he  was 

Siposed  to  the  abandonment  of  that  system, 
e  ^d  not  deem  it  consistent  with  publio  faith 
to  withdraw  from  mana&ctaresthat  proteotion 
under  wMoh  they  had  grown  up.  He  was 
willing,  however,  to  conciliate  the  interests  op- 
posed to  this  system,  and  for  that  purpose  he 


[Much,  188S; 

had  preinred  his  amendment,  and  shonld  offer 
two  leeolatiMi^  whidi  he  rem  as  fdOowi: 

.RMofvet^  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  lequcsted 
to  report  to  the  Senate  the  laws  and  commensal 
reguUtioDS  of  foreign  countries  is  relation  to  dudes 
on  imports,  and  the  boooties  and  other  regulations 
for  the  encouragement  of  exports,  which  in  any 
manner  tend,  in  their  effect  and  operation,  to  coun- 
teract the  duties  now  imposed  by  law  on  their  iin> 
portatios  into  the  United  States,  as  far  as  thw  may 
nave  been  received  at  die  department,  dnee  ue  re- 
ceipt of  those  published  by  order  of  Congress. 

R«9oived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
requested  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  present  cred- 
its on  duties  on  imports ;  and  the  expedieucy  of 
providing  by  law  for  the  gradual  redocUon  thereof 
to  what  extent,  and  at  mat  time.  Also,  to  repwt 
on  the  expediency  (tf  making  sooh  alteraUens  in 
the  existing  laws,  as  to  jHvvide  for  the  aasessment 
of  ad  valorem  duties,  according  to  a  valuation  of 
imported  articles  in  the  port  or  place  of  importa- 
tion ;  and,  also,  to  report  whether  any,  or  what  al- 
terations ought  to  be  made  in  the  law  imponng  do- 
ties  on  nOD-enumeraled  articles  of  Inportatioo,  so 
as  dEeotnally  to  prevent  frauds,  and  the  endMi  of 
the  payment  of  the  duties. 

Mr.  Haynb  inquired  of  Mr.  Wiucinb  whether 
he  understood  him,  oorrectiy,  as  proposing  only 
to  repeal  the  duties  on  thennproteoted  aracIUj 
leaving  the  protected  articles  untouched.  Snch 
would  certainly  be  the  effected  his amendmenl^ 
which  tonoheB  none  bot  the  artieleB  oomiiur 
into  competition  with  those  made  or  inodnoM 
hi  the  United  States ;  and  how  a  rednotion  erf 
the  duties  on  them,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to 
no  more  than  seven  millions  of  dinars,  coidd 
rednce  the  revenue  to  a  sum  sufficient  morely 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Qovemment,  was 
more  than  he  could  understand,  unless  the  ex- 
penses were  to  be  enormously  increased. 

Mr.  WiLKiNS  supposed  that  the  reading  of  the 
resolutions,  with  wnich  he  proposed  to  accom- 
pany lus  amendment  would  have  satisfied  the 
gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  as  to  the  extent 
of  reduction  to  which  he  was  wiDlng  to  go. 
If,  by  any  change  <rf  our  o«nmwoial  r^;i2a- 
tions,  and  the  present  mode  of  effecting  dntle^ 
an  equivalent  oonld  be  given  to  the  manufao- 
tnrer,  he  would  be  wilting  to  reduoe  the  duties 
on  the  tariff  articles  to  uiat  extent.  A  boie- 
flt^al  change  could  also  be  made  in  the  imposto 
on  what  are  denominated  non-enumerated  ar- 
ticles ;  and,  also,  in  the  valuation  of  imported 
goods.  By  assessing  the  duties  in  proportion 
to  the  value  of  the  goods  in  the  Dnited  States, 
instead  of  their  value  at  the  foreign  port,  a 
material  benefit  would  result  to  the  American 
maoufjaoturer,  and  fhiuds  on  the  revenne 
would  be  lessened.  With  these  changes,  he 
tiioi^^t  some  reduction  of  duties  might  Iw  made 
on  tiie  tariff  articles,  without  operating  to  tha 
iqhtty  <rf  domestie  indnstry. 

Mr.  Out  made  some  remarks  in  oi^Hidtion 
to  the  amendment  If  any  tiling  was  to  be 
d<me  this  session,  In  relation  to  the  tariff,  it 
must  be  dfme  withont  the  vefflimgdflli^  vhieh 
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flie  adoption  of  the  resolntlons  wonM  occasion, 
unless  the  session  should  he  extended  throogh 
the  year.  The  amendment,  by  itself,  would  not 
effect  any  object  which  tike  geotleman  had  in 
view.  After  alt,  there  was  bnt  one  question  to 
be  decided — ^whether  we  were  to  retain  the  pro- 
tective principle  or  not  Afterwards  the  ques- 
tion would  arise,  on  what  protected  articles  a 
reduction  could  be  made.  It  was  difficult  to  say 
a  priori  what  ahoold  he  the  precise  redaction 
of  dutwa  on  all  artides.  If  we  reduce  or 
abolish  the  daties  on  unprotected  articles,  at 
this  sesdon,  to  the  extent  (Sf  seven  millions,  and 
lesve  the  protected  class  of  duties  tintouched 
till  tiie  next  sesdon,  we  should  probably  go  far 
enongh,  though  not  so  far  as  he  was  willing  to 
go,  Bnt  the  adoption  of  Uie  genUenutn's  prop- 
osition would  ineVitably  pnrent  tiie  poatihility 
of  effecting  any  rednoUon  whatever  at  this  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  3f  ABCT  udd  he  did  not  rise  to  enter  into 
the  discussion  of  the  general  subject  of  the 
tarifi^  but  to  explain  his  views  in  giving  the 
vote  which  he  had  given,  for  not  striking  out 
the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 
He  had  voted  agunst  striking  out,  becaose  he 
did  not  ai^rore  <^  the  amendment  pnmwed 
by  the  Beoator  from  South  Oarolina,  to  be  in- 
serted in  lieu  thereof;  but  he  did  not  intend  by 
the  vote  be  had  given  to  express  hia  approval 
of  the  entire  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky.  He  felt  disposed  to  concor  with 
him  in  a  part  of  it  So  far  as  it  went  to  remove 
the  duties  on  non-protected  articles,  as  they 
had  been  called,  which  are  objects  of  common 
otmsnmption — articles  which  all  classes  and 
oonditions  of  our  citizens  are  in  the  habit  of 
nsing,  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  give  it  his 
support  But  the  resolution  was  general  in  its 
operations  upon  non>protected-artides ;  it  pro- 
poees  to  take  off  the  duties  on  snoh  as  are  con- 
sumed (Hily  by  the  rich  and  Inxnrioos.  He 
ahoold,  tbwefore,  when  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  (Ifr.  Willkins) 
should  be  di^wsed  of,  propose  an  amendment, 
the  effect  of  which  wonld  be  to  retain  a  duty, 
bnt  less  than  that  now  imposed,  on  articles 
nsually  dencaninated  luxuries,  as  well  as  on 
wine<  and  silks.  He  was  aware,  he  said,  that 
the  duty  which  he  wished  to  retain  on  these 
artides,  might  not  be  indispensably  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  but  there  were 
reasons  very  sufficient  to  his  mind  for  retaining 
them.  The  abolition  of  all  duties  on  ar^es  of 
Inxory,  while,  for  the  purpose  of  protection, 
duties  were  oontinned  on  utides  which  vere 
oonsnmed  by  the  leas  wealthy  and  the  laboring 
classes  of  oar  oitizena,  was  wrong  in  principle, 
and  woold  strengthen  the  opposition  to  the 
policy  of  protection ;  it  would  ftiraish  another 
.  ground  of  attack  upon  it  As  a  friend  of  pro- 
tection, he  felt  unwilling  to  do  any  thing  that 
wonld  strengthen  the  hands  of  those  who  wonld 
destroy  it  ^together.  He  would  confess,  for 
himself  he  felt  8<Hnewhat  alarmed  for  the  surety 
oi  the  protecting  policy,  and  he  thought  m 
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friends  had  much  to  do  to  save  it  from  ntter 
prostration.  He  thought  the  Senator  from 
Kentnoky  was  mistaken  in  the  extent  of  the 
conqaesta  Uie  protecting  policy  had  made  over 
the  oppoffltion  to  it  That  opposition  was  ex- 
tensive and  strong ;  and  nnless  something  was 
done  by  the  friends  of  protection  to  remove  or 
disarm  it,  he  feared  it  wonld  ere  long  prev^l. 
If  we  proceed  no  farther  than  the  resolution 
under  consideration  proposes  to  go,  we  shall 
leave  more  diaotmtent  in  the  country  when  we 
adjonrn,  than  there  was  when  Oongress  first 
met.  The  reaolntion  proposes  partial  legisla- 
tion—it left  nntondied  the  duties  on  protected 
artides.  The  whcde  tariff  re^ndred  revirion, 
and  (here  was  no  good  reason  Tor  not  making 
it  at  this  time.  No  Senator  had  spoken  on 
this  subject,  who  has  not  admitted  that  the 

f resent  law,  laying  duties,  is  very  defective, 
t  has  been  repeatedly  dleged  here  that  it  was 
made  by  the  enemies  of  the  protecting  Etystem, 
and  made  as  bad  as  it  could  be,  and  then  forced 
upon  tJtie  friends  of  that  system.  If  this  be  so, 
we  ought  not  to  shrink  tmm  a  review  of  it,  for 
the  pufpose  of  removing  the  acknowledged  im- 
perfections, and  introducing  such  improvements 
as  are  neceasary  to  preserve  protection  and  op- 
pease  disoontent.  fie  was,  he  said,  opposed  to 
legislating  piecemeal  rat  the  subject.  If  the 
duties  on  non-protected  articles  were  removed 
now,  the  duties  on  the  protected  artides,  which 
were  the  groan ds  of  complsdnt,  wonld  rem^ 
unacted  on.  He  was  forluLving  the  whole  sub- 
ject sent  to  a  committee,  and  he  had  expected 
some  Senator  would  have  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  accomplish  this  end ;  bnt  finding  the 
other  day,  when  we  were  about  to  pass  ^ally 
on  the  resolution,  no  such  modification  was 
proposed,  he  liad  prepared  one,  which  would 
open  the  whole  snlgect  to  the  committee.  At 
the  end  of  the  first  reatdotitm  ct  the  Senator 
from  Eoitnoky  (wbleh  proposes  to  abolish 
forthwith  the  dnty  on  non-proteeted  articles, 
except  wines  and  silks,  ana  to  reduce  it  on 
them)  he  would  add  the  following :  And  that 
the  duties  on  articles  imported  into  the  United 
States,  mmilar  to  sach  as  are  made  or  produced 
therein,  ought  to  be  so  ^aduated  as  not  to  ex- 
clude such  foreign  artides  from  coming  into 
competition  in  our  markets  vrith  those  made 
and  produced  in  the  United  States ;  but  to  es- 
tablish the  competition  on  such  terms  as  shall 
give  a  reasonable  encouragement  and  protec- 
tion to  the  manufactures  and  products  a£  the 
United  States." 

Ht.  Wilkins  spoke  in  reply  to  tiie  Senators 
from  Mdne  and  Kentucky.  He  thought  it. 
perfectly  practicable  to  review  and  arrange  the 
whole  system  at  this  se«uon.  He  wished  to 
have  the  inquiry  made,  whether,  b^  a  change 
in  commercial  regulations,  an  equivalent  can 
be  afforded  to  the  manafacturers  for  a  redac- 
tion of  the  duties  on  protected  articles.  He 
did  not  pretend  to  say  bow  far  this  purpose 
wonld  be  effected  by  abolishing  credits  on 
daties,  and  by  the  adoption  of  awither  valno- 
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tioQ  system;  bat  these  regoktions,  as  they 
exist,  certainly  have  an  unfavorable  bearing 
upon  the  protected  interests.  He  would  not 
abandon  the  «y8tem,  for  he  considered  it  aa 
ooDstitational  and  expedient.  But  he  would 
yield  much  for  the  sake  of  haviag  the  subject 
settled  at  once,  and  forever.  He  was  not  afrwd 
of  the  delay  growing  out  oif  his  amendment.  It 
woold  have  a  great  effect  Inquiries  had  been 
set  on  foot  by  the  Treasory  Deportment,  wMoh 
woold  reaolt  in  very  important  information. 

Hr.  Tazewell  scad  that,  in  effet^  there  were 
three  distinct  propositions  under  concnderation, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  compare  these  with 
each  other,  before  any  correct  opinion  could  be 
formed  as  to  tiie  propriety  of  adopting  either. 
It  was  t^e  that  tne  Senator  from  New  flfork 
QSr.  Kabot)  had  not  yet  presented  his  scheme 
in  form ;  bat  as  he  had  read  his  resolutions  in 
his  place,  and  had  announced  his  purpose  of 
offermg  them  as  a  substitnte  for  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, Qlr.  WiLKiKS,)  if  the  latter  should  be  re- 
jected, the  Senate  was  so  compelled  to  consider 
tiiia  project  in  dedding  npoa  the  pro^iety  of 
adopting  either  of  the  others. 

Comparing  these  tiiree  schemes  according  to 
tiie  gnunmarian^s  mode,  he  would  say  that  that 
of  the  Senator  fhnn  Pennsylvania  was  in  the 
positive-  degree,  and  was  simply  bad ;  that  ot 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Out)  was  in 
the  comparative,  and  was  worse;  and  that  of 
the  Senator  from  New  York  was  in  the  super- 
lative, and  was  the  worst  of  all.  Or,  if  gen- 
tiemen  pleased  to  reverse  this  comparison,  he 
would  say  that  the  New  York  project  was  posi- 
tively bad,  the  Kentucky  project  comparatively 
better,  ana  that  of  Pennsylvania  was  the  best 
of  all  <rf  them,  although,  for  himself^  he  most 
say  that  bad  was  this  best  Therefore,  if  he 
was  bound  to  take  one  of  these  bitter  potions, 
he  ^onM  be  compelled  to  take  the  last  as  that 
which  was  the  least  disagreeable. 

All  these  several  plans  propose  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  the  future  revenne  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  question  was,  how  much  1  To 
this  question  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
answers,  to  the  measure  of  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  Government,  so  as  to  leave  no 
surplus  in  the  Treasury,  to  become  hereafter 
the  subject  of  souffle  and  scramble ;  and  this  he 
annoances  in  the  terms  of  his  amendment  itself 
without  qualification  or  reserve.  The  Senator 
teom  ^Dtacky  «ad  the  same  thing  in  his  argu- 
ment, bat  he  does  not  express  it  in  his  resola- 
tioQ ;  and  he  qualified  the  declaration  made  by 
him,  by  saying  afterwards  that  his  scheme  of 
redaction  would  be  limited  by  that  protection. 
Give  him  adequate  protection  formaaufactnres, 
and  he  announced  distinctly  his  perfect  willing- 
ness to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  revenue  to 
any  point  which  the  most  moderate  would  pro- 
pose. To  use  his  own  stnmg  language,  in  that 
case,  he  would  not  be  "outbragged  "  by  any 
one.  But  adequate  protection  he  mast  and 
woold  retain,  even  if  the  preaerraliCHi  of  snob 
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protectioa  shall  bring  more  reveoue  into  the 
Treasury  than  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
Government  required.  It  is  obvious^  then,  that 
the  expressed  and  unqualified  proposition  of  tlia 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  is  better  than  this. 

So  far  as  they  regard  the  revenue  derivable 
from  what  are  called  the  duties  on  unprotected 
articles,  I>oth  the  Senators  irom  Penusylvania 
and  Kentucky  coDcor  in  proposing  the  total 
abolition  of  ul  these  duties,  except  those  im- 
posedon  winesandnlks.  In  this  respect,  then, 
their  schemes  are  umilar.  Bot  that  of  the 
Senator  tnm  New  Tork  differs  from  each  of 
them  in  tliis :  he,  altbou^  in  favor  of  a  dim- 
inution of  the  duties  imposed  apon  some  of 
these  unprotected  articles,  is  fur  retuning  all 
the  duties  imposed  upon  others,  which  he 
called  luxuries.  His  reason,  too,  for  this,  de- 
serves some  notice.  He  tells  the  Senate  that, 
if  they  repeal  the  taxes  which  are  now  im- 
posed upon  articles  consumed  by  the  rich  only, 
the  tariff  policy  will  become  more  odious  than 
it  now  is.  Therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving tiie  American  liystem  in  gooi  odor  with 
the  people,  they  must  retun  the  duties  upon 
luznries,  and  oontinoe  the  bordens  nnneoessarily 
imposed  upon  the  rich,  lest  the  poor,  ([  b^ 
pardon  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
who  has  told  us  that  there  were  no  poor  in  this 
coontry,)  lest  the  less  wealthy,  (to  use  his 
phrase,)  should  complaia  more  loudly  than  they 
now  begin  to  do  of  the  grievous  impositions 
upon  tiieir  comforts  and  necessaries.  The 
Senator  from  New  York  is  unwilling,  then,  to 
reduce  the  revenne  even  to  the  extent  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 

The  Senator,  with  his  accustomed  frankness, 
told  the  Senate  that  the  revenne,  if  reduced  to 
the  fall  extent  of  hts  scheme,  by  abolishing  all 
the  duties  imppsed  npon  all  the  unprotected 
articlesj  woold  still,  he  feared,  amoonfr  to  at 
least  eighteen  millions,  three  milUons  more 
than  the  Treasury  report  states  to  be  reqointe 
to  satisfy.the  utmost  wants  of  the  Government. 
But  he  could  not  anree  to  reduce  it  more  at 
present,  because  he  uioold  then  be  compelled 
to  diminish  the  necessary  protection  required 
for  the  BUpnort  of  his  finvorite  system,  which 
he  was  not  aisposed  now  to  do.  The  Senator 
from  New  York  proposes,  however,  to  retain  a 
large  portion  of  even  these  duties,  which  both 
the  other  Senators  are  willing  to  abolish,  and 
this  with  a  distinct  knowledge  that  such  a 
propoflitioo  most  necessarily  aogmentthe  amount 
of  revenue,  and  bo  increase  the  quantum  of  the 
surplus  "  ^il,"  to  be  hereafter  distributed  in 
some  form  or  other. 

Of  all  the  evils,  aaiA  Hr.  T.,  which  in  his 
Judgment  were  most  to  be  deprecated  in  this 
country,  was  the  accumulation  of  surpluses  in 
the  Treasury.  Its  effects  must  he  either  to 
transform  this  Government  into  a  monster  of 
wanton  and  bloated  extravagance,  or  to  gener- 
ate new  feuds  and  differences  between  the 
States  as  to  the  mode  of  distributing  it  iUther 
result  would  be  equally  destructive  of  ttie  XJmai 
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of  the  States,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
For  one,-  therefore,  he  should  ever  sapport  that 
Bobeme  of  finance  which  promised  to  prodace  as 
Uttle  as  possible  beyond  the  actnal  exigencies 
of  the  QoTemment:  ai^  in  our  present  con- 
dition, the  pnblio  aebt  being  discharged,  he 
wonld  prefer  even  a  deficit  to  an  excess  of 
revenue. 

The  striking  difference  whitdi  he  bad  stated 
was  neither  ^e  sole  nor  the  least  distimilitnde 
l>etween  the  three  several  projects  he  was  then 
examining,  said  Mr.  T.  Tnej  differ  from  each 
other  even  more  in  the  manner  than  in  the 
measure  of  reduction.  The  Senator  fh>m  Penn- 
^Ivania,  while  agreeing  with  the  two  other 
Senators,  in  bis  determination  of  preserving 
unimpaired  the  actual  proteotioa  to  manufac- 
tnres,  is,  nevertheless,  wilUng  to  commate  it  for 
other  equivalents  of  as  much  potency,  if  these 
shall  be  considered  as  more  acoffl>table.  He 
announces  three  different  plans :  the  payment 
in  cash  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  foreign  arti- 
cles which  enter  into  oompeuUon  with  our 
domestic  mannfactures ;  a  scheme  of  warehous- 
ing snoh  imported  articles ;  and  a  new  mode 
of  ascertaining  their  valne  by  appraisements  to 
be  made  at  the  place  of  importation.  And  he 
tells  the  Senate  that,  whatever  of  protection  the 
adoption  of  all  or  of  any  of  the  different  schemes 
may  be  considered  as  worth,  that  amount  he  is 
willing  to  deduct  from  the  amount  of  the  pres- 
ent dntiee  for  encouragement.  Tbns  diminish- 
ing still  more  thk  receipt  of  surplus  revenue, 
while  preserving  existing  protection ;  and  hold- 
ing out  some  other  advantages  which  seem  to 
me  to  be  well  worthy  of  f\irther  examination. 
The  Senators  from  Kentucky  and  New  York, 
however,  are  neither  of  them  willing  to  touch 
the  present  system  of  protection,  in  any  mode 
whatever. 

So  fiur  as  the  duties  on  the  unprotected  arti- 
cles are  concerned,  both  the  Senators  from 
Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky  are  willing  to 
abolish  them  altogether,  with  the  exception  of 
wines  and  silks;  bnt  the  Senator  from  New 
York  nj9  no,  most  of  these  dnties  are  imp<»ed 
npjm  Inxoriea,  and  although  they  are  not  re- 
qnired  fbr  rither  revenue  or  protection,  yet,  if 
you  dtsbnrdea  the  rich,  while  yon  oontaune  to 
oppress  the  less  wealthy,  you  will  surely  make 
^our  American  system  more  odious  than  it  now 
IS,  and  will  so  endan^r  its  future  fats.  There- 
fore, keep  such  duties  on,  although  they  are 
not  wanted.  So  far  as  the  protecting  dnties 
are  concerned,  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
is  willing  to  commute  them  for  satirfactory 
equivalents,  to  be  furnished  by  a  system  of 
commercial  regulations,  which,  having  no  regard 
to  revenue,  wUl  necessarily  diminish  the  ri^  of 
a  aorplns  in  the  Treasury.  The  Senator  from 
Eeotnoky  is  miwilling  to  ado^  this  course 
now,  fhnn  no  indisporition  to  atadn  its  objects, 
if  I  nnderstaad  him  cdrreoQy,  bnt  from  an  nn- 
villingness  to  distorb  the  protecting  policy  in 
any  way  at  this  time.  For  he  decides  his  de- 
gae  to  reduce  the  dntleaof  proteotion  hereafter, 


[Skratb. 

in  all  cases  where  they  give  more  than  reasona- 
ble encouragement  to  the  manufacturing  indn»< 
try,  if  any  snoh  there  are.  the  Senator 
from  New  York  announces  his  wtermination, 
not  merely  to  preserve  the  present  system,  bo 
far  as  it  gives  a  reaaonable  enoonr^ement  to 
this  branch  of  industry,  but  never  to  permit 
any  rival  foreign  commodity  to  enter  into  com- 
petition with  the  home-made  article,  except 
under  ctronmstanoes  giving  advantage  in  the 
competition  to  the  home  manufacturer.  This, 
in  effect,  is  to  give  a  mono[)oly  of  the  home 
market  to  the  home  manufacturer,  to  the  extent 
of  tiie  supply  he  is  about  to  make ;  and  then 
lets  in  the  foreign  commodity  at  an  increased 
price  to  the  consumer,  which,  while  it  must 
oppress  him,  is  neither  required  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Qovenmient,  nor  to  protect 
the  manufacturing  indnstry.  It  is,  therefore, 
an  oppresrive  burden,  wantonly  imposed, 
witiiout  any  other  otgeot  than  to  aoenmulate  a 
surplus  in  the  Treasury. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  said  Mr.  T., 
although  I  do  not  approve  of  the  scheme  of 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  yet  it  seems 
to  be  so  &r  preferable  to  both  the  others, 
that  I  shall  give  it  my  support  at  present. 
What  may  be  the  vote  I  may  ^ve,  if  the 
amendment  obtains,  it  will  be  time  enou^ 
hereafter  to  state. 

Mr.  Hbndbioks  rose  to  inquire  of  the  Ohair, 
if  it  would,  now  be  in  order  to  move  to  refer 
the  whole  subject,  titie  resolutions  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  and  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  to  one  of 
the  Standing  Committees  of  the  Senate ;  and 
being  informed  by  the  President  that  it  would 
be  in  order,  he  proceeded,  and  said : 

It  was  then  his  purpose,  before  resuming  his 
seat,  and  after  he  snonld  have  made  a  very  few 
observations,  to  move  a  reference  of  the  whole 
subject  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  It 
must  now  be  obvious,  said  Mr,  H.,  that  the 
fhrther  we  progress  in  the  discussion  of  these 
atntract  resolutions,  the  greater  will  be  our  diffi- 
culties ;  and  the  less  probable  it  is  that  we  shdl 
ever  agree  on '  any  thing.  These  resolutions 
have  been  before  the  Senate  more  than  two 
months.  And  surely  no  member  oi  the  body 
can  entertain  the  opinion  that  we  are  in  the' 
least  degree  approaofaing  unanimity ;  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  we  are  further  apart  now  than 
when  we  began ;  and,  indeed,  t^e  amendment 
recently  proposed,  especially  in  connection  with 
other  amen^ents  suggested,  seem  to  be  pro- 
ducing a  degree  of  confusion,  and  a  greater  di- 
versity of  opinion,  ttian  has  been  manifested  in 
any  previons  stage  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  H.  then  moved  that  the  whole  subject, 
both  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Fenn^lvania,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  ICannfkotures. 

Mr.  Knro  said :  Mr.  Present,  it  is  my  denga 
to  detain  the  Senate  bnt  a  few  minutes,  but  I 
cannot  consent  the  reference  proposed  should 
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be  made,  without  giving  my  view  of  the  effect 
whtoh  it  is  ca](m]ated  to  produce.  Sir,  I  have 
not  been  an  uuttentive  observer  of  Hm  whole 
proceeding ;  more  than  twe  months  past,  the 
Senator  from  Eentoc^  inbrodnced  hu  reeola- 
tions,  inetnicting  the  Oommittee  on  Finsnoe  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish,  forthwitii,  all  the 
duties'  on  articles  unprotected,  with  &  slight 
ezoeptioQ  as  to  silks  and  wines.  A  labored 
and  protracted  debate  ensned,  whit^  I  forbore 
to  ta^e  any  part  In,  from  a  conviction  that  no 
practical  good  oonld  resolt  from  the  disoosrion. 
jCr.  Preddent^  no  man  in  the  Senate^  or  in  this 
nation,  fiwla  more  sendbly  than  I  do,  tiie  ni^nst 
operation  at  the  tariff  upon  the  section  of  coxm- 
trj  in  which  I  rende ;  and  no  man  is  prepared 
to  go  farther,  in  a  constitntional  resistance  to 
this  oppres^ve  system,  tiian  I  am ;  bat,  sir,  I 
had  hoped,  most  ardentlj  h(^>cd,  that  a  spirit 
of  conciliation  woald  have  gaided  the  delibera- 
tions of  tbis  Congress ;  that  discontents  wonld 
be  removed  by  jnst  legislation;  and  that 
harmony  woald  be  restored  to  onr  distracted 
country.  I  wUl  not  say,  sir,  that  this  fondly 
cherished  hope  is  entirely  destroyed;  but 
I  most  confess  the  oonrse  pnrnied  by  the 
Senator  firom  Eentank?;  and  lus  frieudL  Is  well 
edenlated  to  wtakea  uie  expectation  that  this 
all-important  snbject  will  be  amicably  adjn^ed. 
Sir,  that  Senator,  it  is  trae,  has  been  liberal  in 
his  prof^ions ;  he  has  sud  he  will  reduce  the 
revenue  to  the  lowest  sum  which  may  be  re- 
quired to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Government ; 
and  how,  sir,  does  he  propose  to  effect  this? 
Herely  by  a  repeal  of  the  daties  on  the  nn^ro- 
tected  articles  now,  and  at  a  more  convenient 
season  resort  to  ftirtfaer  legislation ;  for  he  has 
repeated  over  and  over  agun,  with  great  em- 
pluuis,  "yon  most  not  tonch  the  protected  sys- 
tem." lliis  system,  so  holy  in  the  ^ea  of  uie 
SenatOT,  of  taxing  the  many  for  the  benefit  of 
tiie  few,  wUch  dravs  from  the  po^ets  oar 
people  more  than  seventeen  millions  <rf  dollnra 
annually,  most  not  be  touched.  I  am  not,  Mr. 
President,  dis^pointed  in  the  Senator  from 
Kentaoky ; 'he  is  consistent  with  himself ;  but, 
air,  I  am  sorprised  and  pained  at  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Fennsylvania ;  m>m 
him,  I  am  free  to  confess  I  had  hoped  better 
things.   Is  this  the  evidence  he  ^ves  of  the 

?>lrit  of  conciliation  by  whidi  he  was  actuated  ? , 
0  me  the  amendment  proposed  is  decidedly 
more  objectionable  than  the  original  resolntions ; 
they  are  plain  to  every  understanding ;  while 
tJie  amendment,  equalhr  BToiding  all  interfer- 
ence with  the  protected  utioles,  proposes  so  to 
Todnoe  the  duties  on  the  unprotected  olaas  as 
to  bring  down  the  revenue  to  the  actual  de- 
mands of  the  Government  An  annual  revenue 
of  more  than  twenty-six  millions  of  dollars  is 
thus  to  be  brouffbt  down  to  the  wants  of  the 
Government,  which  none,  I  believe,  will  con- 
tend, should  exceed  fifteen  millions,  and  most 
of  us  are  of  the  opinion  should  not  be  more 
than  twelve,  by  a  reduction  of  daties  on  arti- 
cles which  do  not  pay  altogether  seven  millions. 
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Sir,  I  will  not  give  utterance  to  the  feelings  the 
proposition  is  calculated  to  excite. 

Mr.  DioKKBsoN  said,  the  advantag€i  of  this  * 
reference  is  this :  that  the  committee  may  re- 
port a  bill,  upon  which  we  may  act  with  more 
practical  effect,  than  upon  an  abstract  propcrai- 
tion.  If  the  Senate  adopt  the  resolution  to  in- 
struct the  committee  to  report  a  bill  upon  the 
principle  contained  in  that  resolution,  they  may 
feel  under  oblisations  to  support  8u<»i  bilL  lif 
the  bill  should  be  reported  without  such  In- 
structions, no  Senabn:  except  the  oommittee 
reporting  the  bill,  will  be  in  any  way  com- 
mitted to  support  it  no  more  than  if  the  bill 
rfiould  be  introduced  upon  leave,  or  if  intro- 
duced by  the  committeia  under  their  general 
powers,  according  to  the  au^estion  of  the 
Senator  from  Alabama,  (Hr.  Kino.)  It  may 
be  true,  as  the  Senator  su^^ests,  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manuiactares  have  the  power  to  re- 
port such  a  bill  as  is  called  for  by  the  resolu- 
tion, bat  the  oommittee  think  it  more  becoming 
them  to  perform  daties  than  to  exercise  power. 
Had  the  committee  reported  such  a  bill  under 
their  general  powers,  it  is  possible  they  mi^it 
have  been  informed  by  that  Senator  that  tb^ 
had  performed  a  service  not  required  by  them. 
The  power  to  report  such  a  bill  will,  I  presame^ 
be  exercised  by  the  conrauttee  as  soon  as  tibey 
can  know  that  suoh  exerdaeof  powervillmeet 
the  approbation  of  the  Senato. 

1£t.  PontDBXTBB  said  that,  if  tiie  reaolntion 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Ur. 
Gut)  could  be  so  amended  as  to  change  its 
affirmative  character  into  an  instruction  of 
mere  inquiry  on  the  subject  to  which  it  relates, 
he  should  make  no  objection  to  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures  in  that  Eibape ; 
huL  as  the  proposition  affirmed  a  principle  from 
which  he  (Mr.  P.)  dissented,  he  could  give  no 
vote  whi(m  mi|^t  in  t^e  remotest  degree,  im- 
jij  his  sanction  of  it  It  had  been  said  by  sev- 
eral honorable  Senators,  tiiat  to  reftr  thia  reao- 
lntion, with  the  several  amendments  laid  on  the 
table  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, would  leave  the  whole  Bul:;}ect  o^en  to 
the  committee,  in  the  same  extent  as  if  it  was 
sent  to  them  in  the  form  of  an  inquiry.  He 
thoagbt  otherwise.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky had,  at  an  earl^  period  of  the  sessncm, 
offered  a  resolution  to  mstmot  the  Committee 
on  Finance  to  report  a  bill  on  certain  general 
principles,  on  which  the  opinion  of  the  Senate 
wasAsked.  After  a  protracted  and  intoresting 
^soaasimi,  a  vote  had  been  taken  on  striking 
out  the  whole  of  the  ori^al  resolution,  and  ia- 
serting  an  amendment  OToposed  by  an  honorable 
Soiator  ftom  Soath  Carolina ;  and,  on  a  divi- 
sion of  the  question,  the  Senato  have  solemnlj' 
determined  to  retun  the  resolution  in  the  form 
in  which  it  was  presented  by  the  Senator  fhnn 
Kentucky. 

Does  not  this  decision  pledge  a  minority  of 
the  Senate  to  sustain  by  their  future  votes  any 
biU  which  may  be  reported,  carrying  out  thte 
broad  proposition  of  the  mover  of  resola- 
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tlon,  vliich  we  are  called  on  to  refer  withoat 
.  any  modification  vfaaterer?  The  committee, 
in  the  performance  of  its  dntj,  will  regard  this 
reference  as  an  expression  of  an  opinion  fovor- 
able  to  the  views  of  the  Senator  from  Een- 
tnckj,  and  we  maj  forthwith  expect  a  report, 
with  all  the  detaiu  necessary  to  carry  this  new 
system  into  effect. 

He  protested  against  any  such  modification 
of  the  tariff  of  1828  aa  that  propoeed,  leaving 
all  its  ofl^lve  fBatorea  nntonched,  and  render- 
ing It  even  mwe  odious  and  objectionable  to 
the  great  body  of  the  American  people,  than  it 
womd  be  withont  any  attempt  to  change  the  By»- 
tem.  He  had  listened  attentirely  to  Uie  debate 
which  had  occupied  so  mnch  of  the  time  of  the 
Senate,  on  abstract  qnestionsof  poHtioal  econo- 
my ;  he  considered  sach  a  debate  whol^  nnprof- 
itabie,  and  as  leading  to  no  practical  resolt :  ^ere 
was  no  end  to  specnlatlf  e  reasoning  and  opinions 
on  this  absorbing  subject ;  and  until  some  defi- 
nite scheme  was  matured  and  submitted  to 
the  Senate,  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to  partici* 
pate  in  the  disonssion.  But  he  could  not  vote 
to  send  the  resolntionof  the  Senator  fhnn  Ken- 
tucky to  any  conraiittee,  fDitified  by  the  sanc- 
tion which  it  had  reoeived  by  a  refosal  to  strike 
it  ont,  and  insert  the  amendment  of  the  Soiator 
from  South  Oorolina,  unless  it  was  so  modified 
as  to  show  on  its  face  that  nothing  more  was 
intended  than  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  subject  which  it  embraced. 
He  felt  a  deep  solicitude  that  all  Jost  canse  of 
dissatisfaction,  and  every  around  of  discontent 
among  the  people,  misht  be  removed,  by  a  re- 
daction of  duties  on  foreign  importations  to  a 
reasonable  standard  during  the  present  session. 
Let  us,  said  he,  in  a  mntnal  spirit  of  com- 
promise and  concession,  do  Justloe  to  all,  and 
restore  bwiqnUlity  to  this  dutraeted  Goaatrj ; 
but  certain  he  was  that  thb  oltject,  so  much  to 
be  desired,  conld  not  be  achieved  by  adopting 
the  scheme  of  the  Senator  from  Enitacky. 
He  should,  therefbre,  vote  agfdnst  the  proposed 
reference  of  the  resolution,  iii.  P.  afterwards 
offered,  as  an  amendmenLthe  resolutions  which 
he  had  laid  on  tjie  table  in  December  last;  which 
was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  H1.TNE  sud,  that  whatever  ^fference  of 
opinion  might  exist  as  to  the  general  effect  of 
the  mere  reference  of  a  resolution  to  a  commit* 
tee,  it  appears  to  me  that  no  two  minds  can  be 
brought  to  different  conclusions  as  to  the  effect 
of  referring  this  particular  resolution  to  t^e 
Oommittee  on  Manufactnrea.  The  point  in  dis- 
pute between  the  friends  and  opponents  ai  the 
protecting  system,  is,  whether,  in  the  proposed 
mo^cation  of  the  tarifl^  we  riiall  separate  the 
unprotected  from  the  protected  articles;  and, 
proceeding  forthwith  to  abolish  the  duties  on 
the  former,  leave  the  latter  untouched.  The 
resolution  of  the  Senator  fVom  Eentncky,  (Mr. 
Clat,)  now  under  consideration,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
WiLKiNs,)  embraces  those  articles  only  which 
do  not  come  into  ocnapetition  with  dmilar  arti- 
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cles  made  or  produced  within  the  United 
States."  The  infection  my  motion  to  strike 
out  this  resolution  for  the  purp98e  of  inserting 
an  amendment,  looking  to  a  general  reduction 
on  all  articles,  protected  as  well  as  n&protected, 
has  left  before  us  the  naked  proposition  of  so 
modifying  the  tariff  as  to  take  off  the  duties 
entirely  from  the  unprotected  articles,  leaving 
all  of  those  which  affect  the  protected  articles ; 
in  plain  terms,  to  maintain  the  protecting  sya* 
tern  in  its  moat  odiom  form,  and  Its  most  op- 
presslve  oharaotM-.  And  this  ia  the  pr^orition 
which  It  ia  now  moved  to  refer  to  the  Oommit- 
tee on  Sfanufoctnres — a  committee  known  to 
be  favorable  to  each  an  arrangement  of  the 
tariff  as  is  proposed  in  this  resolution — a  com- 
mittee, of  which  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
CMx.  D10EBB8ON)  is  chfunnan,  and  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat)  a  member — a  com- 
mittee, four  members  of  wUcb  out  of  five  are 
known  to  be  devoted  advocates  of  the  American 
system.  What,  I  would  ask,  can  be  the  effect 
of  such  a  reference,  but  to  put  the  proposltioQ 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  into  tne  form 
of  a  bill,  and  to  have  it  in  Hie  ooorae  (Hf  a  very 
few  days  brought  np  to  be  passed  into  a  law  ! 
It  is  vain  fur  gentlemeD  to  tell  us  tiiat  the 
committee  nuy,  if  they  please,  extend  the  re- 
duodon  to  other  articles  than  those  embraced 
in  tiie  resolntion  referred  to  them.  Ko  one  can 
suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  they  will  do  so ; 
and  when  the  Senate,  aher  dne  deliberation  on 
the  subject,  determines  to  submit  to  them  the 
single  proposition  to  reduce  or  abolish  the 
duties  on  wines,  silks,  velvets,  spices,  and 
other  articles  of  luxury,  it  is  banlly  to  be  im- 
a^ned  that  such  a  oommittee  will  go  out  of 
their  way  to  take  up  another  and  distinct  prop- 
osition—the  reduction  of  tiie  daties  npon  the 
neoessariee  of  life,  such  aa  wooUaU)  cottons, 
and  iron,  not  refinTed  to  them. 

After  a  few  observationsihmi  Mr.  Out,  who 
contended  that  the  adc^tiim  of  the  motion 
would  not  commit  the  Senate,  Mr.  Kino  renew- 
ed his  motion  to  lay  the  resolntion  on  the  table ; 
which  motion  was  lost  by  the  following  vote : 

Teas.— Hessrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Forsyth, 
Orucdy,  Hayne,  Hill,  King,  Maagom,  Miller, 
Uoore,  Poindexler,  Sodth,  TaieweD,  Troup,  Tylnv 
White— 17. 

Nats.— Messrs.  BeO,  Benton,  Bockner,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Dkkersoo,  Dudley,  Ewiug,  Foo^ 
Frelioghaysea,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane, 
Knight,  Hucy,  Prentiss,  Kobbina,  Bobioson,  Rug- 
ries,  Seymour,  Sl8bee,^)ragae,  Tipton,  Tomlinson, 
Waggaman,  Webster,  WiUdna— 29. 

Mr.  FoseTTH  moved  to  amend  the  motion, 
by  also  instructing  tlie  committee  to  take  into 
connderaticm  the  fbUowing  proporition  aubmit- 
ted  by  Mr.  HATn,  and  rejected  some  days 

dnee: 

Strike  OQt  an  after  the  word  "  countries,"  and  In- 
sert— "  Be  so  reduced,  that  the  amount  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue  shall  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  GOTemment  aceordiag  to  tlidr  present  scale, 
after  the  payment  of  tiu  psblle  debt;  and  that, 
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allowing  a  reasonable  time  for  the  gradual  reduc- 
tioD  of  the  preseot  high  daties  oq  jhe  articles  com- 
ing Into  competitioa  with  Bimilar  articles  made  or 
produced  in  the  United  States,  the  duties  be  ulti- 
mately equalized,  so  that  the  duties  oa  no  articles 
ihall,  as  compared  with  the  value  of  that  wUcle, 
Tary  materially  from  the  general  average." 

Mr.  Hkitdbio^  having  accepted  the  motion 
as  a  modification  of  the  one  made  by  him, 

Mr.  PoiNDBZTSB  also  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee be  further  instructed  to  take  into  ood- 
rideration  the  following  resolutions,  submitted 
by  him  on  the  22d  December  last ; 

Sesolvedy  That  the  Committee  oa  Finance  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  fixing  a 
rate  of  duties  on  foreign  imports,  not  to  exceed,  on 
any  article  imported  mto  the  United  States,  more 
than  twenty  per  cent  ad  valorem ;  and  not  to  re- 
duce the  duty  on  any  article  so  imported  below  tea 

Eer  cent,  ad  valorem;  and  to  arrange  such  duties, 
aving  regard  to  all  the  great  interests  of  the  conn- 
tiT,  SO  as  to  produce  a  net  revenue  of  not  leas  than 
fifteen  millions  of  doUars  annually. 

RMolvtd,  That  the  said  committee  be  further  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  living 
effect  and  operaUou  to  said  systnn  of  duties  on  the 
80th  day  of  June  next. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  that  the  committee  be  far- 
ther iDBtmoted  to  take  into  ecm^entUoh  the 
propriety  of  reducing  the  prloe  of  the  poblic 
taaos;  to  which  motion  Mr.  Bobinsok  added 
farther  to  instruct  the  committee  to  inqaire  into 
the  expediency  of  traDsfBrring  theftn  to  the 
States  m  which  they  lie,  on  Teasonable  tenns. 

The  several  propositions  were  accepted  by 
Mjr.  Hendbioks  aa  modifications  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  HATm  rose,  and  said,  that,  after  reflect- 
ing on  what  has  just  been  said  by  the  Senator 
from  Georgia,  it  appeared  to  him  that  an  ob- 
servation had  fallen  from  that  gentleman,  sns- 
oe^tible  of  misconception,  and,  therefore,  re- 
quiring expluiation.  That  gentleman,  in  the 
course  of  his  observations,  had  said  that, 
"though  he  was  as  strongly  imposed  ae  any  one 
oonld  be  to  the  whole  protectmg  system,  yet  he 
was  not  disposed  to  resort  to  any  illegal  or  nncon- 
sUtntional  measures  to  put  it  down — nor  would 
he  aidopt  a  course  opposed  to  the  constitution 
<^  the  Union."  Kow,  sir,  Iderire  toknowfirom 
the  Senator  teom  Georgia  whether,  m  using 
these  expressions,  he  intended  to  impute  to  me, 
or  my  friends,  any  hostility  to  the  constitution 
or  the  Union, 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  replied  that  he  had  intended 
no  imputation  upon  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  or  his  political  Mends.  He  had  ref- 
erence merely  to  a  certain  doctrine  which  had 
been  propagated  at  the  South,  which  he  be- 
lieved to  be  unooQstitntional,  and  the  temdency 
of  which  he  oon^dered  as  unfkvorable  to  the 
permanency  of  the  TTnion. 

Mr.  Hatne  then  sud  Aat  he  was  satisfied 
with  the  explanation.  The  gentleman  from 
Geor^a  was  certunly  at  liberty  to  entertain 
his  own  opinions  as  to  the  tendency  of  any 
doctrines  promulgated  here  or  elsewhere,  I 
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will  tdce  this  oooasum,  however,  to  sar  that 
there  are  no  perscms  in  this  oountry-^come 
from  which  qnarter  they  may — more  sinoerdy 
attached  to  the  Union,  or  more  devoted  to  the 
constitution,  according  to  its  true  ^irit  and 
meaning,  than  those  whom  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent  on  this  floor;  none  more  infiexibly 
determined  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  one, 
or  the  rights  secured  by  the  other,  though  they 
may  dififer  very  widdy  from  the  gentlemaa 
from  Georf^  as  to  the  means  by  which  theee 
ol^eds  are  to  be  accomplished. 

Mr.  Bbnton  rose  to  seciuid  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentudcy,  who  sat  on  his  rig^ 
(Mr.  Bibb,)  and  to  thank  faim  also  for  having 
made  it.  It  was  cheering  to  hear  a  voice  from 
Kentucky,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  West,  in 
fiivor  of  ledndng  the  prioe  of  the  public  landai 
That  quesdon  had  occupied  the  yoonger  States 
of  the  West  for  many  years,  and  at  this  time 
engrossed  and  absorbed  their  feelings.  A  fu- 
ture \f[m  of  revenue  was  now  to  be  settled; 
and,  in  the  settlement  of  that  plan,  a  prelimi- 
nary question,  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  forced  itself  upon  the  mind  of  every 
statesman,  and  every  citizen  of  the  West,  The 
Oommittee  on  Mannfactores — he  did  not  say 
with  how  much  propriety — had  become  invert- 
ed with  the  fifloal  omioema  of  the  Unlml  with 
the  whde  bosiness  of  settlbg  the  fiitare  plan 
of  revenue!  It  had  collected  into  its  hands  all 
the  objects  (tf  revenue,  except  the  public  lands ; 
and  he  (Mr.  B.)  must  insist,  so  far  as  his  voice 
could  insist,  upon  their  considering  that  object 
also.  The  question  for  that  committee  to  de- 
cide  was  this :  upon  what  artictes  shall  duties 
be  reduced  or  abolished?  Surely  the  public 
lands  which  now  prodaoe  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  a  few  years  hence  will  produce  five 
millions,  are  rather  too  large  an  ot(Jeet  to  be 
skipped,  or  overlooked,  or  passed  b^  without  ob- 
servatkii,  in  answering  that  queatuHi.  He  was 
rejoioed  that  the  Senator  mm  Eentoelgr,  oa 
his  right,  (Mr.  Bibb^  had  brought  It  ftw^ard; 
heartily  glad  diat  he  had  moved  its  refemoe 
to  the  committee  which  now  bad  the  qrstem  of 
future  revenue  in  its  hands,  and  be  would  oor- 
dially  vote  for  sending  the  inquiry  to  that  ochd- 
mittee  for  its  consideration  and  report. 

Mr.  Kanb  said  that  he  should  m  ezenaed  by 
the  Sffliate  for  risong  at  so  late  an  hour,  when 
tiie  &ct  was  stated  that  the  people  he  repre- 
sented were  incomparably  more  interested  in  a 
change  of  the  land  system  of  the  United  StateiL 
than  in  any  conceivable  a^ustment  of  the  taiiK 
Aa  strange  as  it  might  appear,  there  was  now 
a  necessity,  founded  upon  the  principle  <tf  a 
uniform  dispensation  (tf  jiutice  to  all  puts  of  tJie 
country,  for  referring  the  important  sulffeot  Ot 
the  public  lands  to  the  Oommittee  on  Mamtfoe- 
tarea.  That  oommittee  had  in  charge  not  only 
the  prot«ction  of  American  manofaotares,  bnt 
that  of  the  revenue  and  finances  of  the  States. 
Every  gentleman,  who.  In  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate wnioh  had  ocenpied  so  much  time,  bad 
spoken  of  the  repeal  or  diminutioii  of  the  ontias 
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vpM  ImpoitB,  and  ot  tiie  anumnt  neoeesary  to 
be  TCtaiiied  tor  the  imrpoeeft  of  GoTernmeiit, 
*  h)id  prooeeded  wpoa  ute  idea  that  the  reoapti 
from  land  ades  vera  to  remdn  as  tiiej  wne. 
That  the  sam  of  three  millions,  annoellj  acora- 
Ing  fhwn  that  sonree^  was  to  be  set  down  as  a 
matter  of  coarse  to  the  aooonnt  of  revenae; 
and,  whether  gratlemen  had  settled  down  upon 
eighteen,  fifteen,  tiurteen,  or  twelve  millions, 
as  the  proper  sum  for  Oovenunent  pnrposea,  no 
one  bad  hinted  at  diminution,  either  in  the 
price  of  lands,  or  in  the  amount  to  be  derived 
from  th^  sale.  Agunst  all  caloolationa,  based 
apon  the  ezpeotation  -  that  every  thing  was  to 
be  dirainished,  ezo^t  the  price  of  puUio  land, 
be  lUt-himaelf  bound  to  protest ;  and  he  was, 
tfaer^bre,  in  fkvor  of  referring  this  matter  to 
the  OoEuiuttee  oa  Hann&otures,  that  they 
mlgfat  oonrider  whetlter  this  sonroe  of  revwiiie 
flime  was  to  remain  nntooched. 

]Cr.  Hksdkioes  said  that  he  aocepted  the 
proportion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Bibb,)  with  the  amendment  to  It  proposed  by 
the  Senatw  from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Rouhbon,)  ss  a 
modification  of  hb  motion  to  refer ;  and  how- 
ever inoongmoos  it  might,  at  first  thon^t, 
appear  to  refer  any  thin^  connected  with  the 
pablio  lands  to  the  Committee  on  Mano&otnres, 
jet  he  beUeved  it  to  be  a  very  proper  disposi- 
tion of  the  matter.  The  resolation  proposed 
to  be  refured,  ma  tiie  oraunmoement  of  a 
ieriea,  by  whiim  the  revennes  were  to  be  re- 
duced to  the  wants  of  the  Gh>vernment  after 
die  payment  of  the  pnblio  debk 

Ur.  Wmn  said ;  The  rimple  propodtion  is, 
(hat  tiie  Ooomiittee  mt  Mannfiiotnree  inqiUre 
into  the  expedienoy  (rf  redofung  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  and  of  disposing  of  them,  npon 
reasonable  terma,  to  the  States  in  wbion  they 
respectively  lie. 

Others,  in  favor  of  this  proposition,  have. 
Insisted  that,  as  this  oommittee  have  already 
been  invested  with  all  the  other  powers  which 
^tpropriately  belong  to  the  Oonunlttee  on  H- 
nanoe,  they  ongbt  also  to  be  dotiied  with  this, 
■B  the  pnUio  landa,  annoaDy,  yield  to  the 
Tnwuy  a  eondderaUe  sum  of  money.  Sup- 
pose them  to  be  mistaken  in  the  effect  of  this 
argument,  I  contend  they  ure  still  right  in  the 
referenoe  they  wish.  The  ^propriate  dnty  of 
the  Oommittee  on  Mano&ctnres  is  to  see  that 
Buibble  and  adequate  joroteotlon  is  afforded  to 
what  is  called,  by  its  fnends,  the  American  sys- 
tem, or  American  industry.  We  cannot  for^t, 
that  a  few  years  ago  cme  of  our  pablio  fono- 
tiOTiariea,  in  making  his  report  to  Congress, 
made  this  veiy  matter,  the  price  of  the  public 
lands,  an  essential  ingredient  in  this  American 
qratem;  and  broaohed  the  doctrine  that  the 
hwg*  quantities  pat  in  the  market,  and  low 
^oea  for  them,  were  iqjnriooa  to  domestio 
manafiwtores^  and  nnreannably  fsvored  the 
bnaiaeaB  of  agricoltare,  as  none  would  labor 
tat  the  manu&otnrera,  who  oould,  for  a 
sum,  purchase  land  in  the  West,  and  cul- 
tivate his  own  fredudd. 
You  XL— 28 
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The  qnesdon  was  tiien  ta^  first  cm  the  mo* 
tion  with  all  the  modifioatitms,  witii  the  ol^eo- 
tion  of  that  of  Ui,  Bibb,  and  decided  as  follows : 

TsAS. — ^Hessra.  Bell,  Backner,  Gky,  Clsyton, 
Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Swing,  Freliaghuysen, 
Foot,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  JohnstOD,  Knight,  Uar 
cy,  Prentiss,  Robbina,  Robinson,  Rof^^es,  Seymonr 
Silsbee,  Spragus,  Tipton,  TonUnson,  Waggsman, 
Webster,  WiUiins— 27. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  For- 
syth, Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Mangara, 
Miller,  Moore,  Polndexter,  Smith,  Tasewell,  Troup^ 
Tyler,  White— 19. 

^r.  Bibb  said  be  had  a  sense  of  the  dignity 
of  the  Senate,  snd  of  what  was  due  fi'om  bira 
as  one  of  its  membera,  too  high  to  permit  him 
on  this  occarion,  or  any  other,  to  tnfle  with  Its 
deUberations.  He  hoped  he  had,  heretofive, 
oonducted  himself  in  the  most  reepectfol  man- 
ner to  the  Senate,  and  he  had  resolved  in  his 
own  mind,  at  all  time^  here^Her,  to  contribute 
his  aid  to  support  the  oigni^  and  independence 
of  the  Senate,  as  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the 
(Jovemment. 

Z  can  assure  my  friend  from  Missouri  (Mr. 
BtJOKKEB)  that  I  am  serious  in  offering  the  res- 
olution for  instruction  to  the  Oommittee  on 
Manufactures,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
reducing  the  price  of  the  public  hmds.  If  tliere 
is  an  i^parent  incongruity  between  the  subject 
pn^Hwed  to  be  ref^red.  and  the  atyle  of  the 
committee  to  whom  it  is  to  be  referred,  that 
i^ult  is  not  diargeahle  to  me,  but  to  the 
vote  of  the  nu^on^T  ^  Senate  in  referring 
the  subject  of  revenue  and  finance  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manofaoturee,  in  preference  to  the 
Committee  on  finance.  I  ^d  not  vote  for  that 
reference.  But  as  the  r^rence  of  the  other 
QueBtjons  of  revenue  has  been  voted  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  I  have  no  alter- 
native but  to  move  a  reference  of  this  subject 
to  the  same  committee. 

The  near  approaoh  to  the  extinguishment  of 
the  public  debt  has  disengaged  warn  that  ser- 
vice the  amount  of  ten  mluTona  heretofore  ap- 
propriated as  the  rinking  fhnd,  together  wiu 
the  additions  to  that  fhnd  arising  frran  excesses 
of  oth»  f^propriatioDs  above  the  actual  ex- 
penditores.  In  this  state  of  excess  of  revenue, 
accruing  from  our  existing  system,  beyond  the 
future  demands  upon  the  Treasury,  we  are  im- 
periously called  to  cut  down  the  revenue ;  in 
fact,  to  revise  the  whole  revenue  system. 
Whatever  committee  is  charged  with  this  duty, 
must  be  charged  with  all  the  parts.  They 
must  look  at  all  the  sources  which  are  to  pcur 
their  streams  into  the  general  Treasniy.  Now, 
the  receipts  from  the  sales  of  the  Western  lands 
have  oonstitoted  a  prominoit  item  in  the  esti- 
mates of  the  Secretary  of  the  l^easury  for  years 
past  At  the  present  sesdon,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  estimates  t^e  revenue 
from  that  soutce  at  three  millions  of  dollars. 
As  the  price  of  the  public  lands  was  graduated 
with  a  view  to  the  extingni^ment  of  the  pub- 
lic debt}  now  that  the  pablio  fidth  and  pnUie 
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pledge  of  that  fhod  is  redeemed,  it  vonld  seem 
bat  just  that,  in  redncing  the  revenaes,  that 
branch  shoald  experience  a  proportionate  alle- 
Tiation*  Whatever  may  be  the  sum  proposed 
to  be  provide  for  the  aonaal  expenditare  of 
the  GoTemmeut,  whether  fifbeeOf  thirteen,  or 
devea  millionB  of  dollars,  the  Bom  to  be  re- 
oeived  from  the  ules  of  the  Western  lands  most 
be  first  dedncted,  before  the  amount  to  be 
raised  the  imposts  can  be  estimated :  and 
the  rate  of  daties  on  imported  articles  cannot 
be  at^usted  until  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
nused  from  that  source  is  ascettuned.  What- 
ever committee  is  charged  with  the  nibjeo\  of 
Imposts,  must  have  an  eye  to  the  other  sources 
of  revenue.  Thev  mast  look  to  the  revenue 
system  as  a  whole,  before  they  apportion  its 
respective  parts.  It  would  be  very  inoongruons 
to  refer  one  part  of  the  system  of  revenne  to 
one  committee,  and  another  part  of  the  system 
to  a  different  oommittee.  To  prodnoe  a  oon- 
neeted,  well-proportioned,  and  just  system,  the 
same  committee  must  have  charge  of  all  the 
oonwonent  parte. 

Ur.  RoBiNsoK  said:  JSt.  President,  as  our 
oandw  is  appealed  to,  permit  me  to  assure  the 
honorable  Soiator  fi?om  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,) 
that  tlie  Meads  to  the  proposed  amendment 
in  relation  to  the  jpahlic  lands,  are  no  less  se- 
riona  th^  anxious  for  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Mann&oturea ;  not  beoause  that,  of 
all  others,  it  is  the  most  appropriate  oommittee 
to  have  charge  of  tills  mbject,  hot  beoanse  it  is 
the  wly  renuunlng  branch  of  the  revenue  which 
has  not  been  re&ned  to  that  committee.  And, 
fi>r  one,  I  cannot  see  why  its  r^erenoe  is  ob- 
jected to  by  the  members  of  that  committee, 
after  jnst  manifesting  not  only  a  perfect  will- 
ingness, bat  an  anxiety,  to  have  fmarge  of  the 
whole  snbject  in  relation  to  duties,  as  well  on 
articles  coming  into  competition  with  those  of 
home  growth  and  manufacture,  as  of  that  dass 
which  does  not  come  into  such  competition. 

It  has,  by  the  same  honorable  Soiator,  been 
triamphaatiy  asked,  what  can  the  Oommittee  on 
Hanonotures  be  expected  to  boow  about  the 

C'Uc  lands?  I  mqr  very  safi^y  answer— at 
t  as  mnch  as  about  the  onltivation  of  eoSee, 
tea,  aai  ollvea,  or  the  mamifactare  <rf  sUka,  rooU 
madins,  or  camels*  hidr  shawls,  and  all  the  long 
list  of  articles  imported  into  oar  country,  and 
which  are  neither  produced  nor  made  in  the 
United  States,  the  duties  on  which  this  com- 
mittee are  now  about  to  arrange. 

Sir,  the  West  has  hat  little,  vecy  little, 
direct  interest  in  the  protective  system.  We 
are  not,  and  never  will  be,  manufacturers; 
but  we  are,  and  ever  mast  be,  agricolturists. 
Give  us  the  lands  on  reasonable  terms,  and  we 
will  not  he  heard  to  comply,  be  the  tariff  ar- 
ranged as  it  may.  Whilst  I  am  frank  to  ac- 
knowledge, with  myself  there  are  no  ctmstatn- 
tional  scmples  or  doubts  as  to  thtf  policy  of  sos- 
telning  the  tailfi;  evm  to  protection,  I  moat 
say  that  I  think  the  reference  of  the  reawoUmu, 
with  the  BBToil  ytiftndiw^^n  whidi  hftve  been 
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offered,  by  way  of  instruetioDs,  would  bare 
been  more  appropriate  if  made  to  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Finance,  or^  suggested  hy  the  hooorft* 
ble  Smator  from  vi^iuiii  Ob,  TuiwKtx,)  to 
a  Select  Committee,  (£oaea  from  the  Westsn, 
Southern,  and  Easton  Statee,  eqaally.  I  voted 
for  the  present  feferenoe,  that  tiw  sobjeet 
be  presented  in  the  tangible  shape  of  a  Ull, 
and  do  bap^  that  the  whole  subject  ptwneeted 
with  tiie  revenue  may  be  acted  on  by  the  same 
committee,  and  at  the  same  thoe. 

Hr.  Tazxwsii,  said :  Bo  £ar  as  this  matter  is 
concerned,  the  people  of  the  United  States  may 
be  prwerly  coniiaered  as  divided  into  three 
great  dassee ;  the  muia&ctnring  class,  the  pro- 
dacing  class,  and  the  class  composed  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  States  within  whose  limits  laige 
bodies  of  nnoocopied  lands  are  atiU  held,  bs< 
oaoae  yet  vautM  by  the  Uidted  Statei.  Tha 
public  reveBOe  is  now  dwived  from  eadh  a 
these  cbuses,  and  in  aomething  fike  ^  fiiHow- 
ing  proportimis : 

The  mana&ctaring  claas  fwys  hot  littie/ooni- 
paratively^  of  the  amount  of  revenue  derived 
from  the  imposts  on  foreign  artiolee  similar  to 
those  mannfactored  by  themselves.  Their  owa 
supply  is  very  nearly,  if  not  qaite  equal  to  thdr 
own  demand  of  these  protei^  articles.  Oon- 
seqaently,  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  taxes 
imposed,  fbr  the  purpose  of  eneooraging  and 
protecting  th^  manofaotores,  is  paid  by  the 
other  two  classes.  The  mann^ctuiing  class  is 
then  plainly  interested  in  ccmtinning  all  the 
duties  imposed  tOt  thdr  inratectiiHi  ta  eneonr^ 
flffemcnt,  whldi  taxes  are  pud,  ahnosfc  exdn- 
nvely,  by  the  other  classes,  and  amoimt  to 
about  fifteen  millions  of  dollars. 

The  manafitetoring  class  is  also  interested  in 
continuing  the  present  price  of  the  puUio  lands ; 
for  if  this  is  reduced,  the  necessary  effect  will 
be  to  encourage  greater  emigration  to  the  West- 
ern country,  so  to  augment  the  wages  of  the 
labor  now  employed  in  mamtfrctares,  sod  tfaoa 
to  diminish  the  profits  of  manufoetaring  ea{»taL 
This  effect  has  been  often  annoonced,  in  vaiions 
reports  from  a  former  Secretary  of  the  Treaaary, 
a  part  of  whose  grand  w(rfeot<tf  regoladngtM 
wiude  labor  and  c^iital  <a  the  eoimti7  was,  to 
make  lands  dear,  in  order  tlut  mannbetma 
might,  thereby,  be  made  cheap.  And  the  aama 
idea,  in  effect,  has  been  again  presented  to  the 
Senate  to-day,  in  the  speech  of  the  hon<»«bla 
Senator  frmn  Maine,  (Mr.  Spkaodx.) 

But,  although  the  mannfaetoring  oUtss  ia  thus 
interested  in  continuing  the  presoit  high  duties 
of  protection,  from  whence  a  revenue  of  at  least 
fif1»en  millions  is  now  derived ;  and,  in  contin- 
oing,  also^  the  presuit  price  of  public  lands,  from 
the  sale  of  which  a  revenue  amonntin|f  to  three 
millions  of  dollars  more  ia  now  received ;  yet 
this  class  is  interested  in  the  abolition  «t  aU 
other  taxes,  that  ia  to  say,  of  all  the  dutiea 
opon  nnprotected  arttdes,  beoanse,  of  these^  this 
cuss  pays  its  ftiU  pKiportion,  by  oonsondBg  at 
least  its  faU  share  of  socdi  ownxaoditieib  BoiQe 
my  friend  from  New  Jen^  ia  vny  willing  to 
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or  rednoe  all  tbese  datiea^  although  he 
flaelB  BO  dispodtioa  to  oort^  moj  ot  the  other 
snppUee. 

producing  class  is  interested,  like  the 
mannbotaring  class,  in  rednoing  the  duties  npon 
flie  anprotected  articles,  becaose,  of  these,  tnej 
too  are  oonsnmera,  and  of  course  bear  a  share 
of  the  bnrden  in  pr(H>ortioD  to  their  oonsntnp- 
tion.  Bat  as  the  whole  of  the  revenne  now 
derived  from  this  source  is  estimated  by  no  one 
at  more  than  seven  millions  of  dollars ;  as  no 
ebmplunts  have  ever  been  nrged  against  these 
imposts,  and  as  they  fall,  principally,  npon  the 
ridi,  who  are  well  able  to  bear  uie  pro- 
ducing clam  feels  less  interest  in  the  reda<^on 
of  this  branch  of  the  revenue,  which  bears  Justly 
and  equally,  than  It  feela  in  the  ^minatioit  of 
tiw  otoer  great  souroes  of  aapplj~4he  imposts 
mm  pntMted  artkles.  This  last  tax  MIb  upon 
them  almost  ezelnsiTelr,  find  principally  upon 
their  poor ;  it  Is  nearly  double  of  both  the  outer 
mpphes  put  togetiiei\  and  so  heart  most  uu- 
e^uUy,  unjustly,  ana  oppressively  uptm  this 

In  regard  to  the  public  lands,  the  prodndog 
dass  have  no  int«est  whatever  in  tUs  sabjeot, 
or,  if  they  have  any,  it  is  rather  opposed  to  the 
redaction  of  the  price  of  t^ese,  as  a  reduodon 
of  the  price  of  Iwds  anywhere  -must,  to  some 
extent,  mfluence  the  price  of  lauds  everywhere 
in  the  same  oountry.  But  as  the  present  ooo- 
dition  of  the  oountry  does  not  require  the  pre*- 
errallon  of  all  the  aouroea  of  revenue  as  thi^y 
Doir  stand,  the  produdng  daas  ia  willing  and 
denroni  to  act  justly  with  each  of  the  other 
elaaaes.  lliey  say,  rednoe  tiie  amount  of  the 
public  burdens  now  nnneoessarily  imposed 
npon  all  etanes,  to  an  amount  mat  greater  than 
may  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  all  tiie  reasonable 
wants  of  the  Government.  In  this  redaction, 
consult  the  wishes  and  grievanoea  of  all,  and 
remove  every  burden  which  can  properly  be 
di^ensed  with,  until  you  have  amvea  at  the 
proposed  point.  Do  not  r^eve  the  rich  alone, 
iiowever,  by  abolishing  the  duties  which  fall 
open  them,  but  diaburaen  the  poor  also.  Do 
not  reUeve  the  manufacturing  cdass  from  their 
dure  of  a  common  and  imposition,  and 
contfarae  much  greater  burdens  upon  the  other 
classes.  Do  not  lighten  the  heavy  load  which 
is  now  borne  by  some,  by  taking  off  that  por- 
tion of  its  weight  which  is  felt  to  be  grievous 
by  them  only ;  bat,  in  tins  long-looked-for  day 
of  expected  relief^  diminuh  the  hardens  of  all. 
And  as  yon  cannot  reUeve  one  of  the  classes  so 
well  in  any  other  mode,  as  by  redodng  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  grant  this  boon  to 
.  them  also,  that  none  may  remain  dissatisfied. 
The  class  of  our  citizens  who  are  inhabitants 
of  the  several  States  within  which  the  public 
lands  are  situated,  are  interested  bat  little,  if  at 
an,  In  any  the  duties  of  impost,  whrtfaer 
these  are  imposed  npon  protected  or  unprotect- 
ed articles.  The  remote  posdtion  of  far  the 
greater  part  of  this  class  in  the  interior  of  the 
aistant  w  est  making  the  ooet  of  ttwuportatiom 


of  all  such  commodities  oonuderable,  md  the 
supply  irregular,  must  anient  the  price,  to 
them,  of  all  imported  articles,  so  much  as  to 
prevent  saoh  arti(dee  from  entering  much  into 
their  consumption.  Therefore,  whether  the 
duties  of  impoats  are  continued  or  aboli^ed,  if 
of  but  tittle  oonseqaeaoe  to  them.  In  either 
case,  they  must  rely  mainly  upou  their  own 
household  manufactures  and  productions  to 
supply  their  own  wants.  Duties  of  protecticm 
give  no  encouragement  to  them,  for  they  are 
not  made  for  sale;  and  if  these  duties  were 
abolished,  the  same  cause  which  produced  such 
mwnfaoturee  at  first,  must  continue  them  still. 
Tlus  class,  therefore,  feels  but  little  direct  in- 
terest in  any  of  the  duties  of  impost 

Bat,  altbon^  IndlflEtewt  to  this  part  of  the 
subject,  they  are  not  indifferent  to  tibe  other. 
Hie  saws  of  the  public  land  act  as  a  perpetual 
drain  of  thdr  currency,  the  amount  of  which  is 
continually  reduced  by  remittances  of  the  pro- 
ceeds hither ;  and  thus  the  value  of  their  whole 
c&pttal  and  labor  is  kept  in  a  state  of  po'petual 
fiuctuation,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  intw- 
ests  of  both.  Moreover,  according  to  the  price 
of  the  pobUo  lands  within  the  umits  of  the 
States,  will  be  tbe  migration  to  them.  Dimin- 
ish this  price,  and  yoa  multiply  the  number  of 
emigrants  desirous  of  purchaung  there.  Thas 
yoa  increase  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
these  States,  so  open  new  sources  of  revenue 
to  thev  loeal  Qoveniment&  and  aoipnent  at 
OBoe  the  price  and  value  of  all  their  prodno- 
tiniB.  Besides,  while  the  United  States  con- 
tinue to  be  the  great  landlords  of  the  West  the 
people  of  the  several  States  within  whose  luuita 
their  farms  exist,  are  so  made  the  tributaries 
of  this  Govemmwt,  dependent  upon  its  power 
and  patronage  more  tlum  any  others.  Surveys 
are  made,  l&nd  offices  are  opened,  and  offices 
created  there  at  our  discretion.  By  bringing 
more  or  less  of  land  into  the  maiket  at  any 
time,  and  at  any  place,  we  are  so  enabled  to 
r^nlate  the  price  of  the  [ffoperly  of  every  one 
in  these  dependent  States,  and  to  give  to  tbe 
tide  of  emigration  whatever  direction  we  please. 
I  do  not  say  that  these  powers  have  ever  been 
used  for  these  purposes,  but  merely  that  they 
exist,  and  may  be  so  used.  Of  tiiis  the  Western 
States  are  pwfeoti^  aware ;  and  to  their  con- 
sciousness of  the  existenoe  of  such  a  power  maj 
be  ascribed  much  of  what  has  occurred  in  thu 
Government.  All  these  causes  combine  to  in- 
duce the  class  of  which  I  am  now  speaking,  to 
^ire  relief  from  the  burdens  they  produce,  by 
a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  pubUo  lands. 
The  boon  they  ask  is  so  small  in  itself,  that  I, 
for  one,  said  Mr.  T.,  am  disposed  willingly  to 
grant  it,  especially  as  it  is  the  only  benefit 
which  they  can  get,  probably,  in  the  irnuige- 
ment  of  the  new  ayston  of  revenue. 

These  considerations  ought  to  satisl^  every 
one,  said  Mr.^T.,  of  the  propriety  of  connecting 
the  subject  of  the  pnUio  lands  with  any  and 
evoy  other  pnject  for  the  estabUdmient  of  a 
new  ayatem  of  raraine  and  taution.    It  ii 
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Tlun  to  saj  that  the  Tarioas  sources  of  soppljr 
taaj  he  examined  separately,  and  each  acted 
upon  hy  itself.  This  is  tme ;  but  who  can  say 
with  confidence,  that  when  one  of  the  great 
classes  of  which  I  have  spolcen,  have  procured 
the  gratification  of  their  desires,  in  the  repe^ 
or  redaction  of  the  bnrdeas  which  hear  most 
grievondy  upon  th«n,  that  they  will  then  aid 
m  adndnistwing  like  relief  to  others?  The 
mere  poesihility  that  th^y  may  not  do  so,  will 
natnraJly  ezdte  snsincions  and  jealonsies,  which 
ought  to  be  avoided,  If  possible.  This  can  be 
done,  however,  only  oonnecting  the  three 
mtiJeetB  iodtssolably  together,  and  incorporat- 
ing the  provisions  concerning  each  in  one  and 
the  same  hill,  the  fate  of  which  bill  will  then 
depend  upon  the  faithful  observance  and  pre»* 
ervation  of  all  its  connecting  links. 

Hr.  BiBB*s  proposition  was  then  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  by  the  foUowing  vote : 

Teas. — HesRS.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dallas, 
Dudley,  Kllis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Eeodricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  Mangum,  Uarcy,  Miller,  Moore, 
Poindexter,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tazewell,  Tipton, 
Troop,  Tyler,  White,  Wflkins— 26. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bell,  Bnekoer,  Clay,  Gbyton, 
Sickenwn,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frellnghuysen,  Holmes, 
Johnston,  Knight,  Prenttas,  Robbina,  Rogues,  Sey- 
mour, ^bee,  Sprague,  TomUnson,  Wafyiunan, 
Websteiv-SO. 


IfoHBAT,  March  S6. 

The  resolntions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
ViLXiiia  were  taken  np,  and  i^[reed  to. 

Hm  naohition  tome  time  ago  offered  by  Mr. 
SraAfiOEf  calling  for  a  list  of  the  names  of  per- 
sons  owning  nnolaimed  dividends  on  public 
Btocks,  was  ti^en  up. 

Mr.  SpBAOTin  saidi,  it  spears  that  we  have  in 
the  possession  of  the  Government  abont  200,000 
dollars,  belonging  to  persons  who  have  owned 
fltock  in  the  muwi.  The  dividends  are  unclaim- 
ed, becanse  the  persons  to  whom  they  belong 
are  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  those  whom  they 
represent,  as  heirs  or  administrators,  ever 
owned  stock  <m  which  the  dMdends  had  not 
been  drawn.  He  thonght  it  wh  dne  to  honesty 
to  i^TB  to  the  pahUo  the  infinnnation,  in  order 
&ftt  the  persons  interested  may  be  made  aware 
<^  their  rights. 

Mr.  Olat  opposed  the  resolntion,  as  opening 
a  wide  door  to  fraud — as  fpving  an  invitatiAi 
to  impostors  to  come  forward,  with  their  wax 
and  parchment,  and  clum  money  which  does 
not  belong  to  them,  beranse  there  is  nobody  to 
dispute  their  claims.  The  Government  was 
not  bound  as  a  public  debtor,  to  publish  a  list 
of  the  names  of  its  creditors.  The  old  Bank  of 
the  United  States  never  published  any  list  of 
the  namee  of  its  creditors,  though  they  created 
a  fond  toe  their  psyment.  He  thooi^t  it  would 
be  better  for  tne  members  of  OotuireBS  and 
othen  to  look  over  the  books,  and  giva  tiu  in- 
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formation  to  such  claimants  as  may  be  within 
their  knowledge.  This,  he  Uionglit,  would  be 
a  sufficient  degree  of  publicity.  • 

Mr.  Smtth  stated  that  Congress  had  uniformly 
decided  ag^nst  the  propoution  to  publish  the 
names,  for  the  reasons  just  (^ven  by  the  Senator 
from  Sentndiy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oixnm,  the  zesdnlion 
was  laid  ca  tbe  teUe. 


Ttebdat,  March  2T. 
Apportionment  Bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wiuoira,  the  bill  mpor- 
tioning  representatives  among  the  several  States 
of  the  Union,  was  taken  up — the  question  being 
on  tbe  motion  to  reocmsider  the  vote  by  vUen 
Mr.  Wbbbtsb's  amendment  was  rriected. 

After  some  debate  m  a  qnasnm  of  order 
which  arose, 

Mr.  Olat  spoke  bri^iy  npm  the  qnestion  of 
reowmderation.  Were  Uiis  a  qne^n  for  the 
first  time  presented,  he  might  decide  in  fovor 
of  the  roproecntation  of  firaetions ;  bnt,  as  ha 
oone^ered  that  the  question  had  lon^  been  pot 
at  rest  by  tbe  decisions  and  practice  of  the 
Government,  he  shoidd  feel  himself  compelled 
to  vote  against  any  bill  providing  for  fiw^aonal 
representotion.  He  should,  however,  vote  in 
favor  of  a  recommitment  of  the  bill,  in  the  hope 
that  some  means  might  be  devised  for  render- 
ing it  more  acceptable  to  the  several  States, 

The  question  was  then  takm  on  the  motion 
to  reoonnder,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Wbbstxb  eniressed  a  wish  that  before 
the  Senate  prooeeded  furthor  in  tbe  mattw,  a 
vote  might  he  taken  in  fhll  Senate  (now  there 
were  f<Hiy-seven  present,  and  to-morrow  the 
whole  number  would  be  We)  upon  the  npn- 
sentatiou  of  reslduums  on  fhictions.  He  sug- 
gested, therefore,  the  expediency  of  trying  that 
question,  before  the  Senate  prooeeded  any 
mrther.  If  the  qnestion  was  po^poned  till  to- 
morrow, the  absent  Senators  would  probably 
attend.  If  the  Senate  should  decide  in  oppoei- 
taon  to  the  representation  of  fractions,  then  the 
bill  might  be  committed  with  a  view  to  such 
other  attention  as  mij^t  render  it  less  unequal 
in  its  oharaoter. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  did  not  believe  that  any  one 
Senator  had  dianged  bia  mind  on  the  question 
of  the  constitntirauli^  of  repreeentang  fraotions. 
He  proposed,  therefwe,  that  tbe  vote  dioold 
be  t^en  now  on  that  qiHC^on ;  and  if  it  should 
be  found  that  tbe  result  would  be  varied  by 
^e  presence  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware, 
(Mr.  NADDADr,)  he  woold  move  a  reoonsiden- 
tion  of  the  vote  on  Mr.  Wusnsn^a  ameadment ; 
and 

The  qnestion  being  taken  on  the  reconsidera- 
tion, it  was  determined  In  the  affiimative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

TxAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Buckner,  (Cam- 
bers, Clayton,  Clay,  DiokersMi,  Bwtng,  Foot,  Fre- 
Unghuysen,  Hayne,  Htdmes,  Jirfinalon,  Kiiigfat, 
Hangvn,  igUer,  Foindexter.  Pnatiasi  Bob^ 
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Sejmoar,  Bilabee,  SnuUi,  Spragoe,  Tomliiitoo,  W«g- 
ftunao,  Webster — 26. 

ITays.— Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Dallas,  Dudley,  El- 
Ei,  Fttnjtbf  Gruady,  Hendncks,  Hill,  Kane,  King, 
Xarcy,  Bobinsoo,  Rnggles,  Tazevell,  Tipton,  Troup, 
Tyler,  White,  Wilkina— 20. 

The  bill  was  then,  after  oon»d«raUe  oonver- 
hGIoii,  reoommitted  to  a  fident  Oommittee  of 
five  members,  vit :  Measn.  Webbibb,  Glatton, 
Mjusouh,  Fobbtih,  and  Uaxve,  to  condder  and 
report  thereon. 

«   

WaransDAT,  Maroh  28. 

Coltmuatioii  Society, 

Hr.  Out  rose,  and  eaid  he  had  received  a 
memorial  signed  by  a  lai^  number  of  the  eit- 
IzeoB  of  Eentaoky,  inviting  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  sabject  of  the  colonization  of 
the  free  blacks  on  the  ooast  ot  A&ioa,  and  rfr- 
qaesting  the  aid  of  Congress  to  aooomplish  that 
olfjeet.  He  felt  some  Sffionl^  witii  ngud  to 
^le  proper  dispotition  of  the  memorial.  The 
general  sabject  was  one,  than  which,  perhaps, 
no  other  had  more  seriotuly  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  oonDtry.  No  man, 
he  preaamed,  oonld  fail  to  cbeiiah  tlie  hope  that 
at  some  day  or  other,  however  distant,  luid  in 
aome  mode,  the  ooontry  woold  be  rid  of  this 
the  darkest  spot  on  its  mantle.  How  that  was 
to  be  accomplished,  it  was,  perhaps,  not  allow- 
M.6  to  the  present  generatioikto  foresee.  All, 
however,  most  anite  in  the  nope  that,  at  the 
proper  time,  the  proper  meana  woold  be  devised 
to  arrive  at  this  most^eurable  end.  With  re- 
spect to  the  oonstitntiaial  qoestioa  involved, 
be  estertiUned  not  the  sli^tast  doubt  the 
snb^eet  of  abolitaoD  of  Buvery  oonld  not  be 
tonched  by  the  General  Government;  it  he- 
longed  peculiarly  and  ezclosively  to  the  States 
where  slavery  existed ;  they,  and  they  aIoD& 
were  directly  concerned;  and  they  only  had 
the  power  to  entertain  the  qneation.  With  re- 
spect, however,  to  the  great  qaestion  of  the 
final  (U^Mffltion  of  the  African  raoe  among  us, 
he  would  take  the  liberty  to  remark  QtaXt  in 
his  opinion,  the  first  great  effort  shonld  be  to 
rid  oar  conntry  of  the  free  blacks  as  a  prelim- 
inary measure.  In  that  object,  all  the  States 
had  a  common  intwest— -mme  wwe  exdiudvdjr 
interested.  Whether  the  General  Government 
poaseased  powers  to  aooomi>li8h  &at  objeot,  was 
a  questiou  of  great  and  serioas  import,  and  de- 
served a  more  carefal  and  thorongh  investiga- 
tion than  in  the  present  state  of  the  country 
could  be  probably  made.  The  idea  had  been 
entertained  by  some,  whose  opinions  were  en- 
titled to  much  respect,  that,  in  reference  to  the 
public  lands,  Oongress  possessed  more  extensive 
powers  than  it  does  in  respect  to  appropriations 
of  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  countiy.  This 
was  a  question  of  great  importance,  and  re- 
qnired  the  most  serious  conddera^n.  He 
would  now  content  himself  with  the  rimple 
ffieohai^  of  faia  dnty  in  presaating  the  me- 


morial,  in  asking  for  its  reading,  and  in  moving 
to  iaj  it  on  ^e  table. 

Mr.  IIatne  said,  before  the  sentlemau  makes 
his  motion  to  lay  the  memori^  on  the  table,  I 
wish  to  make  a  few  observations  in  relation  to 
its  present  and  ultimate  objects.  The  sobject 
is  one  not  only  of  deep  interest,  but  calculated 
to  produce  verj  UDpleasant  nellngs  at  the 
South,-  where  it  is  perfectly  understood  in  all 
its  relations.  This  was  not  the  first  time  thtU 
questions  of  that  nature  had  been  presented 
toe  Senate.  On  one  occasion  no  notice  had 
been  taken  of  the  memorial ;  and  on  the  other, 
a  report  had  been  made  by  the  committee  who 
had  the  subject  under  consideration,  adverse 
to  the  objects  of  the  memorialists.  Mi.  H.  was 
glad  that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  did  not 
intend  to  press  any  decision  at  this  time,  as 
that  woold  ondoobtedly  teod  to  increase  the 
excitement  which  now  prevails  in  one  quarter 
of  the  Union.  It  was  true,  that  in  the  ^pru- 
priation  by  Congress,  of  fiinds  asked  fiw  to  ac- 
complish the  otgects  of  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety, the  question  of  slavery  was  not  directly 
touched ;  but  he  must  be  blind  who  did  not  see 
that,  if  tiie  powers  of  the  General  Government 
were  conceded  to  carry  into  effect  the  first  pre- 
liminary measures  of  the  Society,  the  coloniza- 
tion of  the  free  people  <^  color  on  the  coast  of 
Afi^ca,  its  power  to  accomplish  the  ultimate 
object  in  view,  the  removal  of  the  whole  of  the 
African  race  from  the  United  States,  would,  in 
due  time,  be  claimed  as  a  necessary  conse- 
quence. The  advocates  of  this  scheme  avow 
tne  prindple  of  the  constitutional  power  of  the 
Federal  Qovra^raient,  which  covers  the  whole 
ground.  Wbatisitt  The  nght  in  the  Federal 
Government  to  Impose  taxes  and  impropriate 
money  for  purposes  of  colonization — a  ^w«r 
oert^nly  not  to  he  found  in  the  C<»istitutu>n  of 
the  Unit#  States,  never  recognized  by  tiie 
States,  and  which  rests  on  the  assumption  that 
the  power  of  taxation  and  appropriation,  ia 
which  the  colored  population  exists,  i%  unlim- 
ited. Tbe  Southern  States  would  never  feel 
secure,  with  regard  to  this  question,  unless  the 
powers  of.  this  Government,  to  levy  and  dis- 
tribute money,  were  Umited  to  the  definite  ob- 
jects speinfied  in  the  constitution ;  and,  unless 
that  question  was  settied,  he,  for  one,  would 
never  feel  seonre  for  the  rights  or  the  property 
of  the  Sonthvn  States,  exposed,  as  they  wm 
be,  to  be  constantiy  assailed  through  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States.  Mr.  H.  was  glad  that 
'  the  Senatw  from  Kentucky  had  disoUhn^  any 
intention  to  touch  the  question  <tf  davety.  He 
himself  should  certainly  not  enter  upon  it.  He 
(Mr.  H.)  had  risen  to  ^ve  timely  notice  that 
he  would  resist,  to  the  utmost,  now,  and  at  all 
times  hereafter,  any  attempt  to  touch  the  col- 
ored population,  by  the  interposition  of  the. 
General  Government.  It  is  a  matter  which 
belongs,  exduuvely,  to  the  several  States,  and 
Congress  cannot  interfsre  witii  it  by  tLpptopd^ 
tions  itf  micmey,  or  otherwlBei  without  assuming 
a  power  not  txra&mi  upon  them  by  the  pODsb- 
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tnUoD ;  a  power  capable  of  being  perverted, 
and  which,  he  verily  believed,  would  be  per- 
'  Terted  to  objects  absolutelj  fatal  to  the  South* 
em  States. 

Hr.  Clat  sud  it  was  not  his  inteation  to 
engage  in  anr  discnsdon  at  this  time.  But, 
vhlle  he  might  be  allowed  to  si^  that  he  per- 
fectly agreed  with  the  Senator  from  South  Oar- 
olina,  t£at  the  Qeaeral  Government  coald  not, 
fKnutitntionally,  entertain  for  a  moment  the 
qnestion  of  abolition  of  slavery,  he  could  not 
agree  with  him  that  the  subject  of  colonizing 
the  free  blacks  belonged  exolnsively  to  Sontn 
Oarolina,  Georgia,  and  other  protesting  States. 
With  regard  to  tiie  slave  question,  the  States 
.  mentioned  by  the  gentlemen  were  not  the  only 
ones  concerned.  There  was  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, the  State  he  represented,  (Eeotncky,)  and 
some  of  the  Southwestern  States.  But  Mr.  0. 
repeated  again,  that,  as  respected  slavery,  th«« 
waa  not  a  partide  of  power  in  the  Oeneral 
Government  to  tonoh  the  qnestion;  and  he 
dioald  not,  nor  was  it  necessuy  ftw  Um  to 
enter  np<Mi  it  Bat  the  qnestioa,  as  respected 
the  money  power  of  the  Government,  was  em- 
phatically a  Sontii  Oarolina  qnestion.  It  was 
from  two  of  the  most  eminent  men  that  Sooth 
Oarolina  had  ever  produced,  that  he  first  heard, 
on  tiie  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
the  doctrine  broached  that  the  power  in  the 
Generid  Government  to  appropriate  money  was 
without  limit  or  restriction.  When  he  first 
heard  tiiat  doctrine,  he  had  expressed  his  de- 
eded di8q>probation  of  it,  and  contoaded,  as 
the  Senator  frtnn  Sooth  Oarolina  now  does,  that 
the  mtmey  powa  of  the  Government  was  lim- 
ited by  the  o^or  powers  granted  in  the  consti- 
tntion.  With  regard  to  the  appropriations  of 
tibe  pubHo  lands,  that  was  another  qaestloo. 
It  had  been  oonteuded  by  some  that  Congress 
bad  the  power  to  dispose  of  them  a#will ;  but, 
assnming  the  existence  of  such  unlimited  con- 
trol, whether  it  would  be  proper  to  apply  their 
proceeifa  to  the  colonization  of  the  fr^  blacks 
or  not,  he  would  not  now  give  an  opinion. 
"When  the  proper  time  had  arrived,  he  hoped 
the  subject  would  have  the  fullest  considerar 
tion.  Bat  the  question-its  it  respected  the  free 
Uaoks,  waanot  pecnliarlT  a  Sonthem  question; 
tiie  mat  Nortnem  capitals  contained  a  com- 
paratively greater  portion  of  that  popniation 
than  any  ^er  portion  of  the  Union.  The 
State  of  Maryland,  which,  according  to  the  late 
census,  contained  a  very  large  porti<»i  of  them, 
had  constantly,  eamestiy,  and  enthusiastically, 
.raised  her  voice  in  favor  of  the  objects  of  the 
Colonization  Society.  The  question  of  colo- 
nization then  belonged  to  all  the  States  where 
free  blacks  were  to  be  found,  and  they  were  to 
be  found  in  every  one  of  them,  and  they  had 
all,  therefore,  the  unquestionable  right  to  con- 
fer with  the  slavebolaing  States  as  to  the  ex- 
iHBdieDoy  of  applying  such  means  as  the  General 
Government  eftn  ctmstitntionally  vmlj  tovards 
ridding  thanselves  of  the  evil  by  ouonlution. 

Mr.  OHAimBB  said,  the  de^  Interest  felt  In 
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Maryland,  in  regard  to  the  question,  mast  ex- 
cuse him  for  saying  a  word.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  had  remarked  justly,  that  no  &tate 
in  the  Union  had  so  large  a  population  of  free 
blacks  as  Maryland ;  a  population  of  whidi  the 
State  was  anxiously  disposed  to  rid  itself.  Jt 
was  equally  true  that  the  Coloniiati(ai  Sodel^ 
bad  been  regarded  as  presenting  the  most  w6^ 
able  fecilities  to  effect  this  most  denrabto  re- 
sult. The  Society  had,  therefore,  been  dber^ 
ished  and  aided  by  the  State,  and  an  appropri- 
ation from  its  Treasury  was  annually  made  to 
promote  the  objects  of  the  Society.  He  wonld 
take  leave  to  say,  howeveri  that  while  the  State 
was  thus  affording  aid  and  encouragement  to 
the  Society,  it  would  be  a  most  egregious  emv 
to  suppose  that  this  was  done  in  any  purpose  to 
oountenanoe  a  power  in  the  General  GhoTem- 
ment  to  Inteniose^  in  any  manner,  or  in  any 
degree,  with  the  qaestitm  of  slavery.  On  tuB 
qnestion  Maryland  is  altogetiier  a  Sonthen 
State.  -  Hdther  South  CaroUna,  nor  any  otihcr 
State,  will  be  found  more  firm  or  more  prouipt 
to  protest  against  the  assumption  of  any  tnA 
power  by  the  National  Legislature.  Such  was 
the  state  of  feeling  and  opinion  of  his  State ; 
tnd  while  he  had  the  himor  to  be  an  organ  <rf 
that  feeling  and  ojdnicMi,  it  should  be  most  fUly 
expressed. 

Bat  the  objects  of  this  Society  had  never  been 
considered  by  the  people  of  Maryland  to  be 
such  as  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  now 
describes.  Tha(  Senator  must  be  altogether 
mistaken  in  r^erenee  to  those  objects.  He  was 
justified  in  this  remark,  not  only  by  the  fucA 
which  he  had  stated,  of  the  wconragemrat 
f^vea  by  Maryland,  but  also  by  the  concurrent 
testimony  of  the  States  <tf  Delaware,  Virginia, 
Georgia,  and  Tennessee,  all  slaveholdiDg  States 
and  each  of  which  had,  in  the  most  formal  And 
deliberate  muiner,  approved  the  objects  of  the 
Society.  It  was  impossible  to  conceive  that 
these  States  could  have  expressed  their  appro- 
bation of  an  institutioD,  the  very  parpc«e  oi 
which  was  to  assail  an  interest,  in  r^tud  to 
which,  above  all  others,  tiiey  were  dngularly 
sensitive. 

Mr.  Hathk  s^d,  in  reply,  that  he  had  ez- 
pressly  stated,  in  the  beglDmng,  that  h«  did  not 
intend  to  enter,  at  this  time,  into  the  uerUs  of 
the  Colonization  Society ;  when  that  question 
came  before  tiie  Senate,  he' should  he  prqiared 
to  give  it  a  thorough  examination.  At  present 
he  must  be  permitted  to  make  one  or  two  ob- 
servations in  reply  to  the  gentiemen  flr<Hn  Ken- 
tucky and  Maryland.  Swne  of  the  moet  re- 
spectable and  distinguished  individuals  who 
were  members  or  advocates  of  the  ColoDization 
Society,  had  avowed  that  they  viewed  ^at 
scheme  as  chiefly  valuable,  because  it  leoked 
eventually  to  a  removal  of  the  whole  of  the 
;  African  race  from  the  United  States,  and  the 
oonseqaent  alxdttion  cf  slavery.  The  Bmater 
from  Maifj^and  had  declared  that  the  State  he 
represented  was  friendly  to  the  oljeets  of  the 
Sweety,  and  made  an  soannal  q^rvfricttontoir- 
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ards  it.  Mr.  H.  hoped  that.  Senator  did  not 
anderataod  him  as  objeotiog  to  any  separate 
aetioa  bj  the  Stat^  on  tiiia  sabjeot;  that  was 
»  matter  for  their  own  sound  discretion.  The 
states  might  contribate  what  money  thej 
l^eased  to  the  removal  of  their  own  free  people 
of  oolor,  and  no  one  had  a  right  to  oomptam ; 
his  objection  was  to  the  General  Gtovemment 
taking  a  matter  in  hand  with  which  they  had 
no  oonsUtational  ri^t  to  inteifere.  With  re- 
mrd  to  the  distinotuu  drawn  bj  the  Senator 
tram  Kentndky,  between  an  appropriation  of 
the  public  tmofl  and  the  pnbllo  money,  he 
would  not  then  enter  into  a  disonarion,  though 
be  confessed  he  could  see  no  differenoe  in  ^e 
iaind|^  He  woold  only  now  repeat,  that 
whenever  the  General  Government  shonld  as- 
sert the  power  to  levy  and  appropriate  money, 
or  to  apply  tho  pablio  lands  towards  the  objects 
of  the  Oolonization  Society,  it  would  inevitably ! 
lead  to  the  oonseqnences  which  he  had  dei»e- 
oated— for  it  wonld  rest  on  an  assamption  of 
power  not  to  be  fonnd  in  the  oonstitntion ;  and 
vhen  the  rights  of  the  Sontiiem  States  ebould 
oome  to  be  held  by  no  better  t«niire  than  the 
diacretion  of  Oongreas,  ha  should  consider  their 
ralne  as  gone  forever.  His  only  object,  at  this 
time,  however,  was  to  enter  his  protest,  as  he 
had  often  done  before,  against  any  such  exer- 
dee,  by  Congress,  of  what  he  most  consider  as 
VMiHutitational  power. 
Tba  memorial  was  tiien  laid  on  the  tableu 


TauBSDAT,  April  5. 
Revolutionary  Pentioni. 

The  Senate,  In  Oommittee  of  the  Whole, 
tiiea  proceeded  to  the  ooflziderBiion  of  the  rev- 
olntiwary  peomon  Un. 

An  amoidment,  offi»red  by  Mr.  Foot,  to  in- 
dnde  the  <^oers  of  the  navy  and  marines 
Titiiin  thejwrovisions  <tf  t^  bill,  waa  wreed  to, 
vithoirt  a  divMon,  after  a  fow  words  mm  Kr. 
Foot. 

Mr.  WiLEcni  then  moved  to  amend  tlie  bill 
by  striking  ont  the  word  "  and  "  where  it  oo- 
cnrs  before  "  soldiers,"  and  inserting  after  "  sol- 
diers "  the  words  "  and  Indian  spies." 

,Mr.  Foot  expressed  the  acqmescenoe  of  the 
committee  in  this  amendmont.  It  had  been  in- 
tended to  embraob  all  classes  who  had  been 
snlfjeoted  to  risk,  whether  they  were  designated 
as  State  troops^  regnlar  troops,  volnnteers, 
miUtaa,  or  any  otbws  who  had  been  dranghted, 
and  hM  served  for  nine  months  dnrins  the  war. 
The  same  subject  had  been  discassea  in  com- 
mittee, and  it  was  intended  to  onbraoe  the 
.  diss  of  men  dealgnated  by  the  Senator  fhna 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  WiLEiHS  r^oined,  that  if  snch  yras  the 
•lutMition  of  tiw  oommittee,  there  oonld  be  no 
olffeotloa  to  making  the  intention  more  defi- 
nite. 

Mr.  Masot  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  inserting  between  the  word  "  soldiers  "  and 


the  words  of  the  amendment,  "  express  riders, 
boatmen,  wagoners." 

Mr.  SiaxH  said  he  Bhoold  object  to  including 
persons  who,  if  they  did  any  service,  ran  no 
risk  in  its  performance.  Be  was  of  opinion 
that  the  classes  mentioned  by  the  genueman 
from  New  York,  should  not  be  pnt  on  the  same 
footing  with  Indian  spies.  Wagoners  and  boat* 
men,  who  were  hired  out  by  their  employers  or 
masters,  ran  no  risk.   This  was  too  bad. 

Mr.  H^Tin  said  he  thought  difl^vntly  from 
the-genUeman  from  Maryland.  If  volunteers 
were  entitled  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  he 
saw  no  reason  why  wagoners  and  boatmen 
should  be  excluded.  He  wonld  carry  the  prin- 
ciple out  atill  further,  and  inclnde  farmers. 
The  farmers  who  furnished  the  means  of  snb- 
siatence,  had  as  ^ood  a  claim  as  the  wagoners 
who  transported  it  Nay,  he  hoped  the  Senate 
would  go  through  with  it,  and  pension  the 
people — give  a  pension  to  all  who  lived  in  the 
time  of  the  revolution.  The  evident  object  of 
the  bill  is  to  take  money  out  of  the  public 
Treasury.  This  he  could  prove  to  be  the  ob- 
ject Ay,  he  could  prove  it  We  are  about  to 
pennon  every  man  who,  in  a  war  of  seven 
years,  served  for  a  period  of  fourteen  months. 
Is  there  a  man  who  lived  in  those  times,  who 
did  not,  at  some  period  or  other,  serve  nz 
months}  Even  after  the  war  ctf  the  revolntioix 
had  terminated,  and  the  prelinUnarieB  of  peaoe 
had  been  ugned,  and  Oomwallis  had  surren- 
dered, there  were  hangers-on  in  the  camp,  who 
served,  and  were  entitled.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  not  only  wagoners  and  boatmen, 
but  farmers,  traders,  drovers,  all  would  be  in- 
cluded. He  would  embrace  all  who  lived  be- 
fore the  signing  of  the  treaty.  If  all  who  ran 
risks,  rich  and  poor,  were  to  be  placed  on  an 
equal  footing,  he  wonld  inclnde  all. 

Mr.  Shvh  stated  that  he  bad  been  applied  to 
by  a  constituent,  who  had  been  a  Bailmaker 
during  the  revolution,  and  who  thought  it  hard 
that  he  was  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the 
peu«on  law.  M>.  S.  sud  he  asked  him,  "  Have 
you  served  in  the  militia  I  Did  you  ever 
march  f  "  "  Ko ;  but  I  made  s^ls  for  a  priva- 
teer." 

The  question  was  tiien  pnt,  and  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  tiie  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  Wiikiks, 

Mr.  Gbuhvt  stated,  that  whatever  might  be 
hia  final  vote  on  this  bill,  he  would  never  vote 
to  include  any  who  have  not  meritorious 
didms.  He  had  understood  tiiat  this  bill 
wonld  not  be  pressed  after  the  ei^iration  of 
the  bour.  With  a  view  to  allow  time  to  pre- 
pare his  amendment,  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table,  and  proceed  to  the  ordera  of  the 

hese  motions  being  dedded  in  the  affirma- 
tive, the  Soiate  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
day. 
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HonuLT,  April  9. 
JBrnoluUimary  Pmaient. 

Ux.  FooTf  tiie  morning  bnrinees  haring  Iwen 
gone  throngh,  moved  tiiat  the  Senate  now  take 
np  the  bill  ropplementaiy  to  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  eert^n  snrviving  officers  and  Boldiers  of 
the  revolution. 

Ur.  Gbundt  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Sen- 
ate would  not  take  up  this  bill  to-da:r-  There 
was  an  important  debate  pending,  which  occu- 
pied the  whole  attention  of  the  Senate ;  and  it 
would  be  fonod  impossible  to  carry  on  two  im- 
portant disouB^ons  at  the  same  time,  with  aoj 
advantage  to  the  public  interests. 

The  question  was  then  pat  on  taking  np  the 
hill,  and  carried  in  the  afBnnative — yeas  20, 
nays  16. 

Mr.  BoBnraoH  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in 
tiie  6th  Kne,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"  militia,"  the  wcnrda  "  and  officers  and  soldiers 
who  served  nndcr  Generals  Wayne  and  Clarke 
in  the  Northwestern  Territory,  and  in  the  In- 
dian  wars,  after  the  revolution." 

Hr.  Smith  said  that  if  this  class  were  to  he 
admitted,  he  knew  of  no  reason  why  ^e  sol- 
diers under  Harmar,  St.  Glair,  and  Hamtramck, 
should  not  be  included.  They  came  before 
Wayne.  As  the  bill  was  now  about  to  be 
amended,  it  would  lead  to  an  expenditure  of  a 
million  a  year.  He  had  been  so  much  deceived 
on  a  former  occasion,  that,  hereafter,  he  ahordd 
pat  no  trust  in  calculations. 

Ur.  Foot  remarked  that  the  Senate  had 
already  dedded  the  principle  that  no  pension 
shoold  be  granted  except  mr  military  eervioea 
performed  m  the  war  of  &e  revolution. 

Ur.  Bibb  said  that  he  oared  not  on  what 
ground  the  Senator  from  Oonnecticut  put  this 
bill.  Zn  any  view,  the  present  proposition  was 
entitled  to  as  much  attention  as  any  which 
could  be  presented  to  the  Senate.  When  Gen- 
eral Clarke  entered  into  the  contest,  Kaakaskia 
and  Yincennes  were  both  in  the  possession  of 
the  British  troops,  and  we  had  not  a  right  to  a 
single  foot  northwest  of  the  Ohio.  Gener^ 
Olarke,  out  of  his  own  means,  raised  men, 
strained  his  own  resources  to  the  utmost,  and, 
at  the  moment  when  General  HandltoiL  the 
British  commander,  de^ed  himself  to  he  in 
perfsot  security,  attacked  him,  rescued  these 
strong  positions  from  his  grasp,  and  made  him 
a  prisoner.  General  Clarke  was  so  pu^ed  for 
cannon,  that  he  had  to  make  a  substitute  by 
using  logs ;  and  General  Hamilton  actually  sh^ 
tears  when  he  marched  out  of  the  fort,  and 
was,  for  the  first  time,  made  sensible  of  the 
smallness  of  the  force  (about  half  his  own)  to 
which  he  had  surrendered.  But  for  this  bril- 
liant achievement,  we  shonld  have  no  settle- 
ment in  all  the  country  lying  northwest  of  the 
Ohio :  for  we  had  taken  no  step  to  establish 
ourselves  there :  and  there  was  no  mutiny,  or 
what  was  called  "  rebellion  "  in  the  language  of 
the  d^,  which  could  have  led  to  an  aueninon 
from  Great  Britain.  AH  that  wa  have  aoqnired 


in  that  region  of  country  is  the  fruit  of  the  «*• 
pacious  intellect  of  General  Clarke. 

Who,  he  asked,  were  the  allies  of  Great 
Britain  t  They  were  the  Ihdians ;  and  it  was 
through  these  allira  that  the  West  had  to  con- 
tend agunst  the  power  of  Great  Britain  dnring 
the  war  of  the  revdntiott ;  and  if  the  lo^an 
war  continued  in  the  West  after  that  of  the 
revolution,  it  was  a  oontinuatipn  o(  that  war, 
because  the  Indifpin  were  excited  by  Gr^ 
Britain.  On  this  principle,  tlie  classes  em- 
braced in  the  amendment  nave  perfwrn^d  what 
comes  within  the  maaning  of  ny^atkmuy  aar- 
vices. 

We  have  a  treaty  formed  with  Great  Britain 
in  1798,  but  this  treaty  did  not  end  the  Indian 
war  in  the  West.  But  he  would  pat  the  adop- 
Mon  of  the  amendment  on  another  grouad. 
We  now  possess  the  Korthwest  Territmy,  dis- 
enenmbered  of  Indians.  Great  Britain  held 
tioB  country  and  protected  it,  and  we  could  not 
have  held  it  by  any  right  which  we  could  have 
set  np.  In  1704,  when  General  Wayne  pnt  an 
end  to  the  Indian  war,  we  had  but  one  settle- 
ment, and  that  Wing  nn^  Hib  protection  of 
the  gnns  oi  the  fort  He  could  not  move  in 
that  region  without  leaving  a  chun  of  forts  be- 
hind him,  and  the  troops  which  he  commanded 
were  all  to  be  drawn  from  Kentucky,  for  tiwre 
was  not  a  military  man  around  him.  When  he 
marched,  he  sent  word  to  General  Washington 
that  the  Indians  were  too  powerful  for  hhn, 
and  he  had  to  fight  them  in  garrison  and  in 
fortress.  General  Scott,  who  was  then  m^hU- 
addphia,  was  sent  to  his  reUef  by  GmmtsI 
Wadbington;  and  after  his  arrival  the  brttla 
was  fought.  Axe  we  to  disregard  services  of 
this  character  ?  He  trusted  not ;  bnt  he  hoped 
that  they  would  be  deemed  by  the  Hoose  as 
important  as  those  of  the  revolutionary  war. 

But,  looking  at  the  matter  on  the  score  vf 
justice,  it  must  be  admitted  that  no  men  were 
more  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  bill  than 
the  hardy,  brave,  and  adventurous  men  who 
contended  against  the  scalping-knife  and  the 
tomahawk — as  dangerous  service  as  any  in 
which  men  were  engaged.  We  have  received 
from  them  services  w,  in  value,  exceeding  any 
compensation  we  can  ^ve  hi  return ;  for  thc^ 
conquered  the  whole  that  extendve  eonntiy, 
and  have  Idt  it  In  onr  hands. 

Ur.  GmntTDT  said  that  if  any  men  wm  enti- 
tled to  the  benefit  of  this  bill,  these  men  were 
clearly  the  most  entitled.  Why  do  we  give 
pendons  at  all !  It  is  on  account  of  the  hazards 
encountered  by  individuals,  and  the  benefits 
which  have  resulted  from  thoee  hazards  to  the 
country.  If  there  were  any  other  ground  on 
which  these  daims  were  placed,  he  did  not 
know  it.  This  dass  of  men  had  suffered  more 
than  any  other  which  had  swved  in  the  war. 
They  formed  a  part  of  the  revolutionary  army. 
After  the  treaty  of  176S,  when  we  were  in  the 
OfJoymeDt  of  peace  aoA  safety,  the  Indian  war 
oontanned  to  rage  in  the  W«t  daring  ten  or 
twdve  years.  OQiese  mm,  were  engaged  Igr  tbo 


lUvhbitionaty  Pttmona. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  OONOBBSS. 


441 


ArmiL,  1888.] 

OoTemraent,  and  ran  risks  greater  than  those 
endured  by  fonr-fifths  of  die  persons  included 
in  the  provisions  of  the  biU.  And  if  the;^  anf- 
-fiored  as  mneh  in  the  same  cause,  why  are  the 
-benefits  of  the  bill  to  be  nven  to  one  set  of 
men,  and  not  girai  to  anouwl  Why  extend 
'tibem  to  tiM  time  of  the  disbanding  of  the  gen- 
eral amy,  and  not  inolnde  those  who  were  re- 
'  tained  in  the  servloe  beyond  that  pwiod  t  The 
■  -few  left  of  these  men  redde  in  the  West ;  and 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  Western  Senators 
would  ut  still,  and  not  secure  to  their  cotistitu- 
•ents  that  to  which  they  are  so  Justly  entitled. 

Hr.  BoBDTsoN  expressed  bis  readiness  to  ac- 
«ept  the  soggestion  to  mbraoa  these  peraras  in 
bis  amendment 

Mr.  Qbuhot  &0ii  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  aooordinglj.  The  amendmeat,  as 
modified,  reads— 

''And  officers  and  soldiers  irlio  served  under 
Geuerala  Wayne,  CUrke,  Harmar,  Hatntrarack,  and 
St.  Clur,  in  the  Northwesttirn  Territory,  and  in  tlie 
lat^n  wars,  after  the  revolution." 

Hr.  Bbstos  repeated  the  history  of  the  ser- 
vices of  General  Olarke,  and,  as  the  hour  had 
expired  for  morning  bosinesef  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table ;  earned  in  the  affirmative— 
.yeas  26. 

On  motion  of  ICr.  FoBsrrn,  it  was 

Jtetolved,  That  the  Preddent  be  requested  to 
communicate  with  the  Senate  all  the  itutraotious 
given  l>y  ttds  Oovemment  to  our  Ifiidsters  to  Great 
Britain  ;  and  aH  the  eorrespuidenoe  of  oar  Minte- 
ters  on  the  sobjeet  of  the  etdonlal  and  West  India 
"trade,  since  the  third  oF  Haroh,  IBM,  not  hereto- 
fore  communicated,  so  far  as  the  pnbUe  Interest 
will,  in  hisjodgmen^  penait. 


Wednesdat,  April  IL 

JSt.  Foot  moved  that  tiie  Senate  prooeed  to 
the  oon^deration  of  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  revolution. 
Be  stated  that  he  was  yesterday  appealed  to  by 
an  old  soldier,  who  bej^^  to  know  if  Congress 
was  alraut  to  pass  any  bill  for  the  relief  of 
those  who  bad  performed  revolutionary  ser- 
Ticea.  If  not  he  said,  he  hoped  they  would 
pass  a  Irill  to  hanx  all  this  class  of  men,  and  re- 
neve  them  from  their  misery  at  once. 

The  question  was  carried — ^yeas  18,  n^s  12, 
The  amendment  offered  by  ICr.  Bobihson 
bdng  under  contentions  whidi  read  as  fol- 
lows; 

"And  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  under 
Generab  Wayns,  Clarke,  Harmar,  Hamtramek,  and 
St.  01^,  hi  the  Northwestern  Teriitwy,  and  In  the 
Indian  wars,  after  the  revtdution"— 

Ur.  Whri  moved  further  to  amend  tiie 
vnendment,  by  adding  the  IWowing  wwda : 

"And  any  other  person  who  was  in  service  un- 
der the  antiiMity  of  the  United  States,  sgabst  any 


{Sbkatk. 

tribe  or  nation  of  Indisnsj  previous  to  the  1st  (tf 
January,  179S.** 

Hr.  Wbiti  was  nnwilling  that  all  the  citizens 
of  the  Northwest  should  be  iucloded  In  the 
bill,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  of  the  Soutii- 
west  He  feared  that  the  Senate  would  get  off 
from  the  true  principle.  If  the  otgect  of  pen- 
^oniug  is  to  provide  for  those  who  are  dis- 
abled, or  who  are  in  circumstances  too  indigent 
to  pcamit  them  to  provide  for  tiiemselTe^  bis 
amendment  wonld  not  violate  this  principle. 
But  if  the  Senate  are  to  abandtm  this  groond, 
it  was  but  just  that  all  sections  of  the  country 
should  share  alike. 

Mr.  FRBLiHOHUTSEir  expressed  his  apprehen- 
sion that  the  bill,  thus  saddled  down  with 
amendments,  might  be  destroyed,  and  that  this 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
was  offered  in  no  spirit  of  friendship  for  the 
bill.  It  was  impossible,  too,  to  resist  these 
amendments,  Ko  one  pretended  to  doubt  the 
meritorious  services  of  the  persons  included  in 
these  amendments,  Bnt  he  had  always  under* 
stood  that  it  was  found  neoessar;  to  adopt  a 
principle  of  ^st^mination ;  and  if  no  snffloient 
reason  existed  for  this  disraimlnation,  the  bill 
ought  to  he  made  still  more  extensive  thau  It 
is.  The  ^utieman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Gnuir- 
Dt)  had  inquired  the  other  day,  why  the  bill 
stopped  with  the  revolutionary  war.  It  stopped 
there  because  it  was  the  termination  of  that 
war ;  because  it  was  the  revolution ;  and  be- 
cause they  who  fought  to  accomplidi  that  glo- 
rious event,  could  not  properly  be  classed  with 
the  men  in  1796,  who  were  fighting  for  a  cer- 
tain pay.  The  men  of  tiie  revolution  contend- 
ed for  every  thing  that  was  deu*  to  them — 
home,  hearth,  and  freedom.  They  fought  fia 
a  Qovemmeut;  they  fought  for  their  aodiai 
rights;  and  they  achieved  evety  thing  by  tiielr 
own  toils  and  their  own  blood.  The  discrimi- 
nation is  as  broad  as  daylight  can  mde  it,  or 
as  between  any  two  classes  of  soldiers;  the 
one  fitting  for  a  sure  and  daily  consideration, 
and  the  other  for  Govemment  and  social  inter- 
course. For  whom  has  the  bill  made  pro- 
vision! For  those  who  are  emphatically  "rev-- 
olutiouary  pensioners."  The  militia  had  car- 
ried on  everywhere  a  partisan  war,  with  quite 
as  much  loss  of  property  and  blood ;  and  it  had 
been  a  snlf|ect  of  frequent  Inqidry  why  the 
militia  were  not  all  plaoad  on  the  same  footing 
with  those  provided  by  the  bill.  Gentle- 
men  from  most  of  the  States  have  been  in- 
structed to  see  justice,  thoiu^  late,  done  to 
this  class  of  soldiera,  who  had  been  engaged  in 
a  contest  for  freedom,  such  as  was  never  wit- 
nessed in  the  world  before.  If  these  men  can 
^ow  that  they  have  rendered  revolutionary 
services,  let  them  do  so.  But  if  the  bill  is  to 
be  so  extended  as  to  reward  all,  why  should 
not  those  who  were  at  New  Orleans,  at  Tippe- 
canoe,  at  Bridgewater  and  at  many  other 
plaoea,  be  inolnded?  It  cannot  be  done.  In 
order  to  be  oondstent  in  Its  legislation,  the 
Senate  must  r^eot  all  these  amendments,  and 
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eonflne  the  proririons  <tf  the  bill  to  lerolnlioa- 
uy  serrioes.  With  these  views,  he  would  be 
'OompeUed  to  vote  agaiost  all  these  amend- 
ments. 

Hr.  Gbundt  admitted  that  the  rejection  of 
the  ameodment  would  make  ihia  legislation  of 
the  Senate  more  consistent  than  their  adoption. 
A  portion  of  the  troops  embraoed  in  the 
amendment  of  his  colleagae,  were  engaged  in 
revolntionary  service.  And  what  difference, 
he  asked,  conld  .there  be  between  those  en- 
gaged in  the  revolntionarf  war  on  this  side  the 
monntuns,  and  th<»e  similarly  engaged  on  tlie 
other  mde?  They  who  were  enmpBd  on  this 
iMe  wm  oonteDding  against  the  British  sol- 
diers,  wUle  those  on  the  other  were  fighting 
against  the  In^an  allies  of  Great  Britain.  He 
B^«d  it  to  be  his  intention  to  vote  for  tiais 
amendment,  and  for  the  whole  amendmenty  if 
this  should  be  adopted. 

l£r.  8inTB  sud  be  shoold  vote  agsdost  the 
amendment,  and,  afterwards,  agtunst  the  whole 
bill.  There  was  a  difference  between  the  .-eer- 
vice  in  the  East  and  that  in  the  West,  which 
operated  in  his  mind  agunst  the  amendment, 
when  Oongress  offered  half  pay  for  life,  the 
Bistem  members  opposed  the  measure,  on  the 
groDud  of  the  impolicy  of  introdncing  a  system 
of  pensioning.  It  was  then  proposed  to  give 
five  years'  fml  pay  to  the  officers  m  lien  of  half 
pay  toe  life,  and  thas  to  avoid  pensions.  Now, 
the  gronod  seems  to  be  completely  changed. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  behind  him, 
(Ur.  Orundt.)  seemed  to  have  fallen  into  an 
error,  when  he  set  nb  claims  for  one  partionlar 
part  of  the  Union.  The  Eastern  soldiers  had 
turned  oat  and  fought  as  bravely  as  the  militia 
of  tiie  West.  But  the  fact  was,  that  there  had 
been  but  very  few  militia  called  out  in  the  East 
after  1778 ;  and  the  Soutbem  war  was  fought 
after  that  period.  The  militia  in  that  part  of 
th«  Union  were  tiien  called  oat  in  great  nom- 
bns,  80  that  both  sides  of  the  monntains  were 
about  on  a  par. 

In  Karyland,  the  militia  were  called  out  in 
1777.  and  but.  few  were  called  afterwards  in 
ih.%  In  New  York,  the  Oonneoticut 

troops  did  service.  After  that  time,  there  was 
comparatively  peace  on  this  side  the  moan- 
t^s.  But  the  Southern  militia  were  after- 
wards called  out,  and  constituted  the  main 
force  of  that  section  of  country.  He  was  op- 
pined  to  the  bill  in  principle.  If  the  amend- 
ments were  adopted,  he  could  see  no  Kood  rea- 
son wl^  the  Bcddiera  the  last  war  ahonld  not 
be  iradnded.  Tfa»e  were  few  who  eame  oat  of 
that  servioe,  daring  the  war,  who  did  not  leave 
it  in  a  state  of  poverty,  having  been  compelled 
to  look  to  their  own  means  for  their  support 
But  it  was  not  so  with  those  who  came  ont 
after  Uie  war.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
Eastern  men  acted  oorreotiy  in  patting  a  stop 
to  pensions.  If  these  propositions  were  to  be 
carried  oat,  the  bill  would  empty  the  Treasury. 
There  was  a  jdaa,  wb«i  he  oame  into  Oongress, 
to  peoBtm  for  three  years,  ^ving  eqaal  to  half 


pay,  which  woold  have  eaxued  an  azpendttore 
of  aboBt  $600,000  a  year.  It  was.ni8ed  in  the 
House  to  eight  dollars  a  day,  and  was  ao 
dianged  as  to  oontranplate  an  annual  ezpendt 
tore  of  two  millions.  It  was  always  the  oaea 
that,  when  there  was  a  ^ene  Treasury,  Ooo- 
fp«ss  became  snddenly  and  ri^dl^  economical ; 
but  when  there  was  plenty  of  money  in  the 
Treasury,  every  one  is  ready  for  a  prodigal  &X- 
penditore.  This  bill  would  lead  to  a  heavy  ex* 
penditure,  not  for  one  year  only,  bat  for  every 
year.  He  had  gone  hito  the  war  with  nine 
thousand  pounds  ot  lus  own  nua^,  and,  when 
he  eame  oat,  he  had  nothiog. 

Mr.  Wbits  said  that  his  friend  frcan  New 
Jersey  was  right  in  the  supporition  that  he 
(Ur.  w.)  had  not  offned  his  amendment  with 
any  view  to  impede  the  bilL  His  object  waa^ 
if  the  bill  was  to  pass,  to  maka  its  opcratHA 
jost  and  eqaal,  as  n^jjards  all  portions  of  the 
oountiy.  If  the  amendment  he  had  offered 
were  fulopted^  he  should  not  be  any  more  dis- 
posed to  vote  for  the  bilL  He  believed  that 
tiie  bill  now  was,  tn  toto,  false  in  prinrai^e; 
but,  although-  wrong,  if  it  was  to  pass,  he 
would  carry  out  the  principle  so  as  to  make 
apply  to  all— to  the  militia  <tf  Uie  West  as  wcJl 
as  to  all  others.  It  was  not  a  oorreet  saiqM>- 
sitioB  that  this  amendment  was  founded  m  a 
principle  distinct  from  that  of  Uie  bilL 

Mr.  BuoKKKB  thoof^t  the  amendment  went 
too  far.  He  was  not  quite  prepared  to  say  that 
he  would  not  vote  for  the  bill  in  its  origuud 
sh^,  but  he  conld  not  help  saying  that  lie 
thought  the  whole  system  was  wrong.  He  was 
not  disposed  to  adopt  a  pension  system  beycoid 
those  who  had  been  injured  in  the  servioe  at 
their  oountry.  Any  thing  beyond  that,  he  con- 
sidered to  be  bad  pcdioy.  But  as  the  provisions 
of  the  law  have  been  extended,  in  stHue  de- 
gree, beyond  this  prindple,  he  saw  no  safii- 
oieot  reason  why  this  {aliidple  w  good  feeling 
should  not  be  extended  to  the  miMa  of  that 
period. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JohhstoN)  fifteen  hundred 
extra  copies  of  the  r^wrt  of  the  Sdeet.  Cohh 
mittee  tax  the  apportionment  bULwere  ordered 
to  be  printed. 


Teubsdjlt,  April  IS. 
Appropriation  SUh 
The  Senate  resnmed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  oondderation  of  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Umtea 
States  for  the  year  1882. 

Extra  Qm^wuation  to  the  Territcrial  Judg§ 

Ihty, 

Mr.  SioTH  then  moved,  aftn  reeding  a  lettv 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  an  amendment,  to 
the  following  effect : 

"For  special  services  performed  bvJ.  L.I)oty, 
Esq.,  for  services  and  expenses  in  holcliiig  »  court 
for  the  trial  of  Winnebago  lodiaus  at  Fiaiiie  da 
ChleOftSSa  SO. 
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The  Mnendment  was  resisted,  oq  the  groand 
that  the  serrioes  were  within  the  proper  line  of 
Jndge  Doty's  Jadioiil  duty,  and  that  he  was  no 
more  entitled  to  extra  pay  than  he  would  be 
for  bU  tavern  expenses  and  travellinit  to  mj 
court  in  his  ImnMOiate  district.  On  the  other 
liaod,  the  rapporters  of  the  amendment  innsted 
tiist  the  Jiid»  was  not  bonnd  to  go  to  PnUrie 
da  Ohien,  and  thiU,  bring  mMeeted  to  eztaraor- 
^naxf  exMiiaea  in  the  pernmnntoe  of  thia 
dntyi  whiot  wa«  ei^iaed  on  him  bj  the  War 
'Dmartment,  be  was  mtttled  to  ezte  pay. 

The  amenoment  was  negatiTod. 

Mimion  to  Guatemala. 

Mr.  Olat  then  rose  to  ask  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  an  appropriation  proposed  for  the 
diplomatio  service,  wnioh  he  deemed  to  l>e 
wholly  unnecessary.  It  was  for  the  oatfit  and 
salary  of  a  chargi  d'affaires,  at  Qoatemala. 
On  a  former  occasion  he  had  stated  to  the  Sen- 
ate his  belief  tliat  the  pabllo  service  did  not 
nqnire  oa  to  be  represented  at  that  Govem- 
Dient  A  chargS  had  been  nominated  during 
tile  preeent  session;  no  disonsrion  had  taken 
^laee  on  the  nomina^on ;  and  he  (Mr.  O.)  being 
attsent  from  bis  seat  at  the  time,  had  no  oppor- 
tnni^  of  making  such  explanations  as  he  be- 
lieved, if  made,  wonld  have  prevented  the  con- 
firmation of  the  appointment.  The  agent, 
however,  bad  not  left  the  United  States,  and  it 
was  not  now  too  late  to  correct  the  evil.  With 
respect  to  tbe  ohargd  himself  he  believed  no 
objection  conld  be  iiutde ;  the  gentleman  wonld 
do  qnite  as  wdl  as  many  otiiers  who  had  been 
'wpoittted— stood  in  aome  sort  of  Cimily  rela- 
WHiship  to  him,  and  had  been  partieoiarly  dls- 
tingnialMd  by  hh  aeal  ia  the  oanse  of  the  pres- 
ent Administration.  The  gentleman,  moreover, 
redded  la  the  same  town  with  himself^  and  haa 
been  a  eaadtidate  to  repreeent  his  diatriet  In  the 
present  Congress,  in  which  contest  he  bad  been 
Wten  sfflne  ten  or  fifteen  hundred  votes. 
That,  however,  formed  no  sort  of  objection  to 
him:  the  only  question  was,  the  office  that  had 
been  conferred  on  bim  was  not  needed  for  the 
public  service.  On  this  subject  he  felt  some- 
what solicitous,  because  the  office  was  one  of 
those  which  the  last  Administration  proposed 
to  retrench ;  and  if.  the  present  Administntiim 
did  not  mean  to  redeem  the  pledges  of  re> 
trenehmwit  and  reform  that  bronght  them  into 
office,  it  was  to  be  hwed  they  wonld  leave 
undlstariMd  those  that  had  been  eontonpleted 
by  the  last. 

Mr.  Tazswsll  found  himsdf  very  maofa  in 
the  sitaadon  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland. 
He  felt  constrained  to  vote  for  the  appropria- 
tion to  pay  the  salary,  as  the  SenMe,  by  its 
own  act,  had  created  the  office  which  it  was 
attempted,  by  a  side-blow,  to  lop  off.  The 
Senate  was  not  at  liberty  to  refuse  the  expro- 
priation for  an  office  its  own  vote  had  assisted 
in  establishing  within  the  present  sesrion. 
-  How  &r  would  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
oarrjottthlsprlneiiMl  Would  he  a]^  It,  ^ 


(Skuxb* 

in  his  opinion,  neoeesary,  to  the  salaries  of 
offloers  created  by  law  ?  And  yet  this  would  be 
the  effect,  if  the  motion  of  that  gentleman  pre- 
vailed. In  the  present  case,  the  President  had 
nominated,  the  Senate  had  confirmed,  thereby 
creating  the  office,  and  the  House  of  Bepr»- 
sentativea,  acting  on  this  oreatioa  of  office,  had 
aent  to  the  Saute  an  wproiniatlon  to  p«y  the 
salary  which  it  was  thai  propoeed  to  atrika 
ont.  Mr.  T.  ooald  not  oooaent  to  sanetkm  a 
piioriide  of  this  Mort  When  the  nominatioa 
wa^  before  the  Senate,  he  entertained  the  same 
Tiew  with  regard  to  it  as  expressed  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentnc^ ;  he  could  not  see  any  rea- 
son for  sending  a  3£inister  to  this  Government, 
if  a  Government  it  was  at  all  But,  inasmuch 
as  there  had  been  a  Miutster  there  for  many 
years  previous,  and  not  a  single  suggestion  was 
made  iMtfore  tiie  committee  as  to  the  inutility 
of  the  mission^  he  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
oaD  npm  the  Exeontive  for  additional  infor- 
nuitl<ML 

Mr.  HouoB  exprcKed  Idraadf  as  much  grat- 
ified tliat  hia  (dd-nahloDed  aentlniaitBhad  been 
so  well  anst^ned  by  the  diairnnn  oi  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Fweign  Relations,  (Mr.  Tazewbll.) 
He  should  begin  to  think  himsdf  a  very  om^ 
rect  and  consistent  pditidan.  For  examtda, 
when  the  Panama  missicm  was  under  oonsiaer- 
ation,  he  thought  it  inexpedient,  and  voted  in 
&vor  of  the  resolutions  presented  by  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Foreign  Belationa,  in  oppontion  to 
the  measure.  When  the  only  affirmative  proiH 
oBition  was  on  the  table,  the  creation  of  the 
Ministers,  he  voted,  with  the  ch^rman'of  that 
committee,  agidnst  the  measure ;  but  when  the 
bill  came  from  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
after  the  officers  had  been  created,  making  an 
^{Htmriation  for  their  salaries,  he  (Mr.  fi.) 
gave  the  onfy  oondstoit  vote — he  voted  to  psgr 
them.  Then,  like  the  Senator  from  Virgmia 
on  the  present  occasion,  he  did  not  feel  himself 
at  liberty  to  refuse  the  salaries  after  the  Senate 
bad  created  the  offiiies ;  and,  now,  he  must  in- 
form the  Senator  from  Kenttuky  that  ha  should 
vote  on  tiie  same  principle. 

Mr.  Taziwkll  observed  that  nothing  in  hia 
course  oould  authorize  a  comparison  between 
him  and  the  Senator  from  Maine,  either  as  re- 
garded omristenoy  or  any  thing  else.  The 
ronute  of  that  gentleman,  however,  called  for 
a  re|dy  on  anotMr  pmnt.  There  was  a  great 
difl^vnoe  between  the  Panama  misrion  and  the 
present  me.  If  the  gentleman  from  Mains 
would  turn  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  made  on  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to,  be  would  find  that  the  m^n  difficulty 
uiged  in  tike  report  was  the  uno(Histitntionalit7 
of  the  mission.  The  committee  believed  that 
Congress  possessed  no  authority  to  send  l£ini»- 
ters  to  a  congress  of  nations.  Differiug,  there- 
fore, from  a  majority  of  the  Senate,  he  had 
voted  against  the  measure,  in  all  its  stages; 
first,  against  the  motion  of  the  offices.  The 
House  of  Representatives,  concurring  with  the 
minority}  nuMO  the  i^^ropriatiim  to  pi^  tiie 
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galariea  of  the  Ministers  tiiat  had  been  appoint- 
ed ;  and  be,  for  oq&  believing  tiiat  the  £zeco- 
tive  and  Senate  had  no  oonstitational  right  to 
InRtltate  the  mission,  voted  against  it.  That 
was  one  difTereoce  between  the  Panama  mis- 
taon  and  the  present  one ;  for  no  one,  for  a  mo- 
ment, would  suppose  tbiat  the  President  and 
Senate  had  not  a  right  to  send  &  Kinistw  to 
Oentral  Ameriea. 

Mr.  Bknton  rose  to  make  some  observations 
on  tha  main  point  of  oluection — the  alleged  in- 
rignifioancy  of  the  trade  b^ween  the  United 
States  and  Qnatemala.  It  was  alleged  that  tJiis 
eommeree  was  too  Ineoodderable  to  merit  the 
ndsidon  of  a  obarg*  d'aftires ;  thrt  the  proflte, 
in  fact,  of  the  whole  commerce,  wonld  not  de- 
fraj  the  ezpoises  ot  the  mtsrion.  This,  Mr.  B. 
was  Terj  certdn,  was  a  great  mistake.  He 
held  In  his  hand  the  document  of  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  the  United  States  for 
the  jear  1880 — ^the  last  tliat  was  printed.  Mr. 
B.  then  read  from  the  docnment,  to  show 
that  the  whole  imports  from  Guatemala  were 
$802^820 ;  and  of  this  amomit,  about  $140,000 
eonsiAed  of  gi^d  and  silver  ooin  and  bollion. 
The  domestic  exports  were  $188,000,  whidi  he 
a^d  were  four  times  as  great  as  the  domestic 
«zporte  to  Bus^a,  and  eight  times  as  great  as 
-thej  were  to  Prosaia.  The  foreign  exports 
sent  feom  the  United  States  were  |110,000 ;  so 
that,  if  there  was  anj  tJiing  in  the  bahmoe  <mF 
trade,  here  was  a  balanoe  of  abont  $00,000  in 
fi&vor  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  B.  thought 
this  eqpimerce  was  well  worth  attending  to 
Dow;  as  Goatemala  was  a  yonng  and  a 
growing  coontrj,  it  most  soon  be  much  more 
considerable,  if  cherished  and  preserved.  Mr. 
B.  would,  therefbre,  cordtallj  vote  in  favor  of 
the  appropriation  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  misdoD. 

Mr.  Bibb  made  a  fbw  olMernitlons  in  t^pod* 
lion  to  the  motion,  ezprening  his  hope  that 
what  had  been  done  fn  this  case  hj  tlie  Fren- 
dent,  with  the  advibe  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, would  not  be  reversed  in  this  manner.  He 
conudered  the  matter  as  now  placed  beyond 
the  control  of  the  Senate.  The  right  of  ap- 
pointing to  foreign  missions,  and  of  receiving 
foreign  Ministers,  be  viewed  as  an  exdnsive 
right  appertaining  to  the  Prendent.  In  the 
present  instance,  the  Senate  had  confirmed  the 
nomination,  and  the  other  House  having  appro- 
priated the  means,  it  must  be  palpable  that  the 
Smate  could  not  do  otherwise  than  conform  to 
droomatanoes. 

Mr.  Ghaubbbs  gave  the  reuons  which  would 
compel  him  to  vote  against  Uw  modon.  He 
regretted  th^  it  had  been  made  at  tiila  time. 
If  the  statements  of  the  Senator  had  been  made 
at  aiMther  time,  they  would  donbtiess  have 
influenced  his  vote,  and  probably  the.nomina- 
tion  would  have  met  with  a  different  fate. 

Mr.  FuBSTTH  spoke  briefly  in  opposition  to 
the  motion.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  to 
refase  the  wpn^riation  so  inunedietely  i^ter 
oonflrming  the  nomination,  wonld  expose  the 


Seaa.t»  to  some  censure.  It  was  said  that  this 
mission  was  unnecessary.  The  oomioation  was 
made  to  replace  the  Minist^  appointed  last 
session.  There  hod  been  plenty  of  time  to 
inquire  into  tiie  necessity.  "Why  had  there 
been  no  call  for  information,  after  what  the 
President  had  stated  on  the  sulyect  in  h^  an- 
nual Message !  [Here  Mr.  F.  read  an  extract 
from  the  Message  on  the  suUect  of  our  relftr 
tions  with  Guatonala.]  He  thonght  the  mis- 
sion was  necessary,  aiui  that  the  approfsiatioB 
ought  not  to  be  refkued,  witiumt  a  solBcseBt 
reason  being  given. 

Mr.  KmoBT,  with  a  view  to  give  time  to 
make  some  'ftirther  ejamination,  moved  that 
the  Senate  now  a4ionni — yeas  18,  nays  21. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cut'b 
motion,  to  strike  out  the  appcopriaticHkf  and 
decided  in  the  nog^ve^  as  fiuawa : 

TxAS. — Vesars.  Clay,  Clsyton,  Ewlng,  Foo^ 
JohDSton,  Naudain,  Roobins,  Sevmoor — 8. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Bnel^ 
ner,  Chamben,  Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dndley,  Forsytk, 
FreiiDghuysen,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  K^fat,  Hangum,  Marcy,  MUler,  Prentin, 
BobhuKtn,  Bmitti,  Tazewell,  Upton,  Tn»H|ii«^ 
Troup,  Tylec^  White,  Wilkins—SO. 

FanuT,  Ai»il  18. 
Miuion  to  Selgiwn. 

Mr.  Out  tken  moved  to  unend  tiie  bill  b/ 
striking  ont  so  mooh  as  provideB  £ot  a  *""*t1^ 
to  Belgium. 

He  expressed  his  perfect  belief  that  the  pres- 
ent Administration  and  their  friends  were  anx- 
ioaato  fulfil  all  tiie  pledges  of  reform  which 
they  had  given;  and  he  was  now  abont  to 
afford  them  an  twportnni^  in  trnmAiaaA 
he  had  pn^iosea.  Hoe  was  a  pemoAtkaa  to 
create  a  misnmi  to  s  new  power.  Had  it  been 
a  repute  instead  ot  a  monarchy,  he  mig^ 
perhaps  have  felt  a  littie  more  willingDesB  to 
make  the  appropriation.  As  to  the  gentleman 
who  was  likely  to  receive  the  appointmenLif 
made,  he  dlsclumed  any  unkind  feelings.  He 
r^arded  him  as  a  gentieman  well  qualified  to 
do  honor  to  the  country ;  and  if  the  miantm 
were  to  be  created,  he  would  vote  with  pleas- 
ure for  his  appointment  But  this  was  a  new 
court  The  ink  was  not  dry,  the  monarch 
hardly  on  the  throne,  the  sceptre  scarcely  in 
his  hand.  He  bad  not  even  deigned  to  send 
any  one  to  this  oonntry.  H«  would  himsdf 
prefiv  to  send  «  Minister  to  the  Banaeatie  Be- 
pnUifl,  than  to  this  upstart  king  of  Bel^uL 
who  was  not  seated  on  the  throne  by  the  wil 
of  the  people,  but  by  the -act  of  a  few  aov^ 
ereigna.  If  this  mission  were  to  ,be  sttsti^ied 
on  the  ground  that  the  value  of  the  trade  re- 
quired it,  for  the  same  reason  one  might  be 
sent  to  the  Pope,  to  Austria,  and  all  the  othsr 
powers. 

He  hoped  tha^  as  the  Senate  had  not  yet 
paned  on  thia  mudonf  there  would  be  no  ob- 
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jMotitm  to  Uie  motaon.  He  was  aware  that 
efreamstanoes  existed  which  woold  |»«TeQt 
falm  from  going  into  details,  which  were  before 
the  Senate  in  another  character,  and  be  would 
tiierefure  refrsip.  He  reminded  the  Senate  of 
the  different  situation  of  this  miasiwi,  to  that 
of  the  c^ian^  to  Goatemala.  In  one  case  the 
officer  had  been  confirmed,  bat  in  the  other  the 
misrion  had  to  be  created. 

Mr.  ELa.tr»  txmmei  his  readiness  to  redeem 
any  pledge  whiw  ha  had  ^T«n  on  the  snbjeot 
of  refbim  and  retrenchment;  and  if  all  the 
I^edges  should  not  he  redeemed,  the  fault 
Aoud  not  rest  with  him ;  and  in  doing  thisj 
be  was  disposed  to  keep  in  riew  the  celebrated 
report  of  the  oommittee  of  which  the  Senator 
from  Missonri  was  t^e  chairman,  on  the  rednc- 
tioo  of  ExeoQtive  patronage. 

Bnt  when  the  gentlemui  flrom  Kentucky  ap- 
plied the  pledge  to  this  particular  case,  he  must 
first  be  satisfied  that  it  is  a  case  which  comes 
within  the  sphere  of  that  pledge.  If  this  mis- 
NMi  oould  be  shown  to  he  nnneoesaary,  he 
would  be  willing  to  vote  against  it ;  or  if  it 
aoidd  be  shown  tibat  it  could  he  satisfied  out  of 
tiie  orattingent  fund,  he  nu^t  still  go  agidnst 
it.  His  vote,  on  the  last  question,  was  given 
on  the  ground,  as  taken  by  the  chunnan  of 
the  Oommittee  on  Fm^ign  Relations,  that  the 
contingent  fond  was  ap^cable  to  the  partiou- 
lar  object  of  appropriation.  Here,  however, 
tiiere  was  no  oontingency.  A  nomination  had 
been  made.  The  appointment  of  a  Minister 
ms  already  decided  on.  If  the  President  and 
Oongreas  should  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  mis- 
rion  is  necessary,  the  appropriattm  would  be  a 
neeesBary  consequence.  It  came,  then,  to  this 
qoeation,  whether  the  mission  was  necessary  or 
not.  Ab  tibe  snlfjeet  was  pending  before  the 
Senate,  in  thrar  ezecnliTe  character,  he  felt 
himself  greatly  embarrassed  in  discnasing  the 
subject;  and  restricted  as  he  was,  he  oould 
only  ^nerally  express  a  few  hints.  This  was  a 
ease  in  whioh  there  had  been  a  division  of  a 
kingdom  into  two  kingdoms,  and  it  was  impor- 
tant tliat  thu  country  anonld  be  rqireseutea  in 
both,  in  order  to  prevoit  jeaknsiea,  and  to  pro- 
tect our  interests. 

Mr.  FoaanH  said  he  did  not  know,  from  any 
information  in  his  poesesdon,  that  the  mission 
was  neoessary.  On  the  contrary,,  he  might  be 
rather  led  to -a  different  ooncdusicHi.  Bnt  he 
understood  tiiat  o&er  information  had  been  re- 
ceived, wbidi  would  prove  its  neoesrity,  and 
be  diould  therefore  vote  fbr  the  appropriation. 
He  t^en  corrected  what  he  considered  to  t>e  a 
mistake  of  the  (Aaiiman  of  the  Oommittee  on 
Ffveign  Relations  relative  to  the  contingent 
fhnd.  It  had  been  applied  for  outfits,  bnt  im- 
properiy  so.  The  continent  fond  was  for  the 
e3^>eoses  of  intercourse,  in  the  shape  of  prea- 
Mts,  officers  oh  public  days,  servants  of  foreign 
Ministers,  postages,  newspapers,  the  ooUecUon 
of  information,  stationery  and  hooks,  and  ex- 
penses attendant  on  moving  about  with  the 
oourt.  The  Hand  ia  under  the  faaipadlate  oon- 


[Saium, 

trol  0^  the  President ;  he  decides  on  its  iq>pli- 
catjott  for  himself,  and  is  responsible,  to  no  one. 
He  has  at  times  used  this  fond  to  pay  outfits, 
when  he  had  no  other  money.  The  exiwnses 
oS  tins  mission  might  as  properly  be  pud  out 
of  this  fund,  as  those  of  the  outfit  to  France. 

Mr.  Ol&t  exjiressed  pleasure  to  hear  that 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  ready  to 
redeem  his  pledges;  but  if  he  did  bo,  he  would 
asnre  that  ganUeman  that  he  wonld  find  him- 
sdf  in  a  lean  minwitT*  There  were  two  ways 
of  redeeming  this  jdedge :  one,  by  paring 
down  wisting  expenses;  and  the  other,  by 

ErevenUog  new  methods  of  ejq>enditare.  He 
new  not  which  of  these  modes  the  gentleman 
would  select. 
Mr.  Hathe.  Both. 

Mr.  Ola.t  went  on  to  express  his  embarrass- 
ment in  touching  tliis  suqect  of  the  mission, 
in  the  peculiar  poution  in  which  the  Senate 
was  placed.  Were  he  at  liberty,  he  could  ad- 
duce reasons,  perhaps,  as  strong,  to  show  that 
this  mission  was  nnnaeeasary,  as  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  might  be  able  to  bring 
forward  to  prove  the  oontrary ;  and,  perhaps, 
the  wdght  of  testinumy  might  he  wijh  him. 
On  that  point  he  might  venture  to  refer  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Bela- 
Uona.  Bat  he  was  not  desirous  to  atrike  out 
an  appropriation  altc^ether.  His  object  was  to 
strike  it  out  of  this  bill ;  and  if  the  nomination 
shoold,  on  an  examination  of  all  the  subject, 
be  confirmed,  it  might  be  inserted  in  another 
bill,  and  there  would  be  no  lack  of  opportunity, 
as  tiie  Senate  would  have  enough  of  appropri- 
ation bills  before  the  end  of  the  session. 

Mr.  MiLLBB  thought  that  a  lOnister  ought  to 
be  sent  to  Bdcpum,  on  the  recommendaocw  of 
the  Frerident^  nnleas  good  reascm  oould  be 
shown  to  the  oontrary.  We  had  sent  IGnis- 
tera  to  Booth  America  while  that  country  was 
in  a  state  of  convuMon ;  and  Minister  were 
sent  to  us  while  we  were  struggling  for  our 
freedom.  He  wished  the  matter  to  be,  at  once, ' 
put  to  rest ;  and  if  a  fall  discussion  were  de- 
edred,  it  was  easy,  at  once,  to  ^  into  executive 
session,  act  upon  the  nominataoo,  and  then  re- 
turn into  legislative  sesuoo,  and  pass  or  reject 
the  appropriation.  He  was  no  anti-mason,  hut 
he  was  not  wiUios  to  have  his  month  muzzled, 
and  to  be  compeUed  to  act  under  this  ban  of 
secrecy.  He  was  for  passing  on  the  matter 
now.  Ha  «q>roMed  a  Iwpe  that  the  Senate  did 
not  mean  to  At  here  through  the  dog  days; 
and  if  they  did  not,  thMre  woold  be  no  ohanoa 
of  rehistatisg  the  appropriation,  if  once  stricken 
out.  He  concluded  witii.  an  allodon  to  the 
twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  paid 
for  a  Minister  to  England,  who  was  worth 
nothing,  as  an  item  more  deaerving  of  reprobi^ 
tion  than  tills  item. 

Mr.  WaaerrBx  mode  some  brief  remarks.  He 
had  not  understood  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky as  making  any  formal  motion,  and  he 
hoped  that  he  had  not  done  so.  He  thonght 
there  wm  no  precedent  for  this  inexpedient 
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mode  of  brioffiaff  the  Belgian  mission  before 
the  6enate.  We  nad  been  oaUed  upon,  in  con- 
joint action  with  the  other  House,  to  act  on 
the  same  subject,  in  the  same  manner,  and  in- 
volving the  same  prineipleh  He  felt  the  same 
here  as  he  would  have  felt  had  he  been  in  the 
other  House.  He  would  have  voted  for  this 
appropriation  in  the  other  House,  and  he  should 
do  60  here.  The  appropriation  had  be«i  asked 
for  hj  the  Exeootive,  and  he  vas  wilUng  to 
give  it ;  and  the  ^viug  it  woold  have  no  eSeot 
on  his  vote  when  he  should  come  to  aot  on  tiie 
nmmnation.  Be  should  not  vote  for  the  nomi- 
nation any  the  ooooar  because  the  e^>enses 
were  provided  fm. 

Mr.  Tjubwbll  expreeaed  a  different  view^ 
oousidering  that  granting  the  Mpropriation 
created  the  oflBce.  The  whole  difficulty,  in  his 
opinion,  arose  out  of  the  House  of  Repreeenta- 
tivea  doin|;  what  they  had  no  right  to  do,  by 
appropriatmg  money  for  an  office  which  had 
not  yet  been  created— imagining  that  some 
mch  ofliee  was  about  to  he  created.  Jt  the 
Semite  i^point  the  Kinister,  the  ^propiiation 
must  be  made.  But  while  the  matter  is  In 
pendenqy,  whether  tlie  mts^on  sbkll  be  created 
or  not,  will  the  Senate  create  the  missiou  by 
appropriation?  Should  the  nomination  be  con- 
firmed, he  would  assuredly  vote  for  the  uppro- 
priation;  but  he  ooold  not  ao  vote  at  tUa 
moment 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


IbHTOAT,  April  16. 

Mr.  Out,  from  the  Oommittee  on  IDmn&e- 
tares,  to  which  the  sul^Jeot  bad  been  referred 
by  the  Senate,  made  a  report  in  regard  to  the 
distribution  «f  the  proceeds  cS  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  accompatued  by  a  bill  providing 
tlierefor. 

The  bill  waa  read  the  first  time;  and  the 
question  being  on  ordering  it  to  a  aeoond 

reading, 

Ur.  Bbkton  sud :  He  would  not  t)*ouble 
himself  with  the  details  of  error  and  ii^ustioe 
which  this  report  contained.  Massachusetts 
and  Mune  are  placed  on  an  equality  with  Vir- 
ginia, who  had  made  sudi  a  generous  oesrion  of 
territoiy.  Masaaehusettg  had  retted  thirty 
thousand  square  miles,  and,  after  giving  a  por- 
tion of  these  lands  to  Haines  haa^di^osed  of 
the  rest  at  fifteen  and  twenty  oents  the  acre. 

The  whole  of  this  report  he  chaiaoteriaed  as 
proceeding  on  the  principle  of  money— money 
— ^raoney.  Money  must  be  wrung  from  the 
eoil,  to  prepare  agtUnst  the  contingency  of  a 
new  war.  Instead  of  looking  to  money  for 
this  provision,  regard  should  be  hod  to  popula- 
tion, to  an  increase  of  man— free  man,  as  the 
best  resource  in  such  a  contingency.  He  who 
most  efficiently  defends  the  country,  was  not 
the  manuflacturerjj>ut  the  son  of  the  man  who 
tiUs  the  soil    The  presei^  ^opodtion  he 


viewed  as  one  to  take  mon«y  frtnn  the  hands  of 
the  people.  The  prindpte  which  pervaded  it 
was  that  the  revenue  must  be  k^t  up,  if  the 
money  were  thrown  into  the  Potomac.  There 
was  to  be  no  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  soil, 
althou^  originally  it  belonged  to  other  own- 
ers, and  notwithstanding  a  great  portion  is  now 
returned  by  the  receivers  as  not  worth  more 
than  five  cents  the  acre.  He  referred  the  Sea- 
ate  to  tlw  mode  in  which  the  wild  lands  were 
disposed  of  in  Ennme,  for  the  pnrpoaea  c/£  set- 
tlement and  cnltivaoon ;  and  ass«ted  that  such 
was  the  practice  in  the  now  worid.  He  ad' 
verted  to  the  prodamatim  of  tiie  King  of  Per- 
sia, offering  land*  to  settlws,  and  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Roman  republic  in  the  division  of 
the  lands.  The  Senate,  he  suggested,  diould 
adopt  the  practice  in  the  otdony  of  lifaeriaf 
where  every  colored  settler  is  allowed  to  draw 
for  a  town  lot.  He  was  a  friend  to  bumani^, 
but  he  was  not  disposed  to  cherish  the  blacx:, 
and  sacrifice  the  white  man.  Because  there 
were  found  in  the  seven  new  Scatea  one  hna* 
dred  and  for^  thousand  persons  faome  on  tba 
tax  list  who  were  not  land  owners,  they  are 
etigmatiMd  m  defioient  in  industzy.  This  he 
denounced  as  a  wrong.  The  lands  in  the  new 
Btatea  were  not  worth  the  price  at  whic^  ttwy 
are  now  held  by  the  Government.  Beoeivera 
had  said  that  there  were  Tnillinna  of  acres 
worth  five  cents  an  acre.  Every  thing  was 
worth  precisely  what  it  would  fetch.  The 
story  of  speculators  had  been  brought  forward 
again.  The  objection  in  this  form  came  from 
the  speculators  themselves,  frtwi  ^oee  who 
wanted  to  sell  their  laud.  The  faot  waa,  the 
money  must  he  brought  from  the  new  Btate^ 
to  be  eEcpwded  elsewhere.  £very  thing  had 
been  tand  in  the  Wes^  and  taken  away  to 
support  the  Federal  Government.   The  ^inoi- 

Sle  of  fsderal  numbers  had  taken  away  every 
ollar  from  tho  South  and  West,  and  carried 
them  to  the  Northeast  Instead  <k  the  fodenl 
numbers,  the  enienditure  ought  to  be  regulated 
by  the  size  of  ue  States. 

He  proposed  to  amend  the  motion  for  a  sec- 
ond rrading,  by  substituting  a  referrace  of  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  with 
instructions  to  report  a  bill  to  reduce  the  price 
of  public  land%  Ao, 

The  Chaib  dedded  that  this  motion  would 
not  be  in  lader  until  after  the  seeond  readiiw. 

Mr.  BEHToir  e^wased  a  hope  that  the  ISH 
would  never  reach  a  second  reading.  -  He 
wished  to  know  if  a  motion  to  r^eot  the  Inll 
would  l>e  necessary. 
The  Ohau  replied  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  &irrH  sara  he  had  wiuved  his  motion  to 
take  up  the  appropriation  bill,  in  a  qtirit  al 
comity,  not  expecting  this  prolonged  debate. 
He  would  now  move  to  lay  the  rqx>rt  and  hlQ 
on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demred  and  ordered, 
the  question  was  pu^  ud  dei^ded^eas  84^ 
n^s  19. 

So  the  report  and  bill  were  laid  on  the  taUe. 
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■  Vr.  <^T  tiien  mond  tbe  printbw  of  the 
doeoments,  and  that  three  tDoaasnd  extra 
oosHm  be  printed. 


TcisDAT,  April  17. 

Claim  Ageneiet  in  London  and  Parii. 

Ifr.  Ola.t  rose,  and,  wlthont  making  anj 
ipecific  motion,  oaiUed  the  Attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  clanse  in  the  bill  makins  appropria- 
tions for  two  agents  for  claims,  residing  in  Lon- 
don and  Paris.  BoUi  these  agencies  were  mere 
sinecores.  As  well  as  hfs  recollection  woald 
serve,  dUiongh  he  HA  not  pretend  to  perfect 
acoarae:r,  ikej  mig^nated  In  this  manner ;  Dar- 
the  operation  of  the  decrees  of  Bonaparte, 
the  Orders  in  Ooondl  of  Great  Bribdn,  a 
large  mass  of  cAiin&  growing  oat  of  those  < 
measures,  had  accnmnlated,  which  were  so  nn- 
meroQB  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  onr  Min- : 
isters  to  attend  to  them.  In  order  to  aid  the 
Ministers,  either  daring  the  Administration  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  or  at  an  earlj  period  in  Mr. 
Madison's  Administration,  these  agencies  sprwg 
ap.  He  believed  that  they  were  appointments 
nnanthorized  hj  tnj  partioolar  law,  «id  had 
never  been  sntunitted  for  the  cononrrenoe  of 
the  Benato.  As  to  England,  we  have  no  dume 
on  her  rinoe  the  treaty  of  Ghent ;  none  to  the 
Bettioment  which  the  Minister  is  not  A1II7 
competent.  Onr  c^ma  on  Endand  wwe  can- 
eelled  by  that  treaty.  There  had  been  some 
neces^ty  for  the  oontinnanoe  of  the  agent  in 
Puis  until  Hr.  Slves  conelnded  the  recent 
treaty  widi  that  nation,  which  has  extingnished 
the  whole.  This  has  so  reduced  the  business, 
that  onr  2finister  in  Paris  can  easily  attend  to 
all  the  clums  which  may  arise,  without  inter- 
fering with  his  ordinary  bnstness.  It  seemed 
to  hun,  therefore,  that  the  appropriation  was 
useless.  Shcrald  the  Senate  concur  in  this 
Tiew,  some  gentleman  might  move  to  strike  out 
tiie  elanae.  He  was  not  oertaln  that  tiiese 
uendea  wore  not  spven  to  onr  consols  In  these 
cities,  who  wwe  boti)  worthy  men.  If  this 
liad  appeared  In  the  estimateB,  he  would  have 
been  satisfied.  He  thooght,  however,  that  the 
tme  course  would  be  to  allow  salaries  to  these 
ocauols,  and  not  to  give  them  these  agencies. 

Kr.  f'oKSTTH  stated  that  origindly  there 
were  three  of  these  agencies.  There  was  one 
in  Madrid,  wMoh  had  been  dropped  some  years 
since.  The  agency  in  London  was  useless,  but 
liie  fees  of  the  consul  were  so  inconriderable, 
so  totally  inadeqaate  to  the  support  of  an  indi- 
vidual, that  the  Government  bad  fonnd  It  ne- 
cessary to  allow  all  that  ooald  be  allowed  to 
make  up  the  defldenoy ;  otiierwiae,  the  office 
conld  -only  be  filled  by  a  man  of  fortune.  As 
to  the  oonsol  at  Faris^  bts  services  would  be  re- 
quired for  the  present  year,  as  he  has  the 
papers  in  his  possesion,  to  lend  his  ^  to  the 
settlement  of  the  clums.  After  this  year,  he 
li^ht  be  dispensed  with. 
Hue  the  oonTOBation  dropped. 
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GmUngent  Skprnta  qf  the  Judieiarjf, 

The  clause  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
contingent  ezpoisesof  the  Jndioiary  Depart- 
ment, which  had  been  ammded  in  the  commit- 
tee, by  increasing  the  appropriation  from  t^M^' 
000  to  $2fiO,000,  having  been  read. 

Some  debate  took  place  on  the  qnestion  of 
concurring  in  t^e  amendment.  It  was  opposed, 
on  the  ground  that  the  esUmates  were  not  suffi- 
ciently explicit,  and  that  the  evidence  was  in- 
snfficient 

On  liie  other  hand,  the  impracticability  of 
making  the  estimates  exactly  square  wit^  the 
smns  which  mi^t  be  required,  was  urged.  It 
was  stated  that  the  eontingaudea  of  this  de- 
partinent  were  alwi^s  fluetoating^  and  depend- 
ed on  circnmstanoes  not  to  be  foreseen  or  om- 
trolled. 

The  qnestion  was  decided  as  follows : 

TbjlB. — Ueatn.  Benton,  Bibb,  Bockoer,  DaUas, 
Dudley,  Gnudy,  Hendricks,  Kane,  Kiog,  Vyngnn, 
Harcf,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tiftton,  Whtte—lS. 

Nats. — Uessra.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Ewine,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Bayne,  Hill,  Jobaston,  Mil> 
ler,  Hoore,  Poindezter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Bujrgles, 
Seymour,  Bprague,  Tazewell,  Tomlinson,  ^ler, 
Waggaman,  Webster,  Wilklns— 24. 

So  the  Senate  raflised  to  oonoDr  in  the  anuod- 
moit. 


'Wkdhibdat,  Aprfl  18. 

Vaccination  of  Indiant. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Whttk,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  provide  for 
extending  the  braefite  of  vaccination  among 
the  Indians.  The  question  was  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill.  This  bill  led  'to  a  discus- 
sion, which  consnmed  the  whole  of  the  day. 

Mr.  BuoKNXB  oppwed  the  bill  becaase  it  was, 
in  his  view,  a  bUl  more  tax  the  benefit  of  In- 
dian agents  and  the  other  parties  designated  in 
the  bill,  than  for  the  advantage  of  the  bidians. 
He  considered  the  experiment  which  the  bill 
authorized  as  equally  useless  and  dangerous, 
and  one  to  which  force  alone  would  compel  the 
Indians  to  submit.  He  questioned  also  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  the  Oongress  to  take  t^is 
step,  any  more  thsn  to  make  an  ^propriation 
to  check  the  progress  of  the  plague  in  Algiers. 
He  contended  that  the  money  auted  for  would 
be  insufficient,  and  that  Oongress  would  be 
snl^eoted  to  fresh  calls.  He  aued  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  third  reading  the  bill,  and 
th^  were  ordered. 

'tiui  Inll  was  fkirther  opposed  in  its  original 
fbrm  by  Vi.  Ewnni  and  others,  on  the  ground 
that  it  .gave  to  tiie  Prealdent  an  nnre^iioted 
right  to  wM^nt  agents,  and  to  extend  his  pofc- 
roniue;  that  it  opened  a  door  to  fi^nd  on 
the  Indians,  and  on  the  Government ;  and  that 
it  was  more  likely  to  convert  the  Indians  into 
enemieB  than  frienda. 

Digitized  by  Google 


DSBATBS  OB  OONORBSS. 


448 


ABBIDGMENT  07  THB 


Sbuzk] 

^  On  tbe  other  hjmd,  it  was  oontended  hj  Mr. 
Whrb  and  others  that'  this  xraa  a  measure 
called  for  hy  hamani^  aod  expedioioy;  ihe 
gloomy  piotare  of  the  miserable  condition  of 
the  Indiaas  who  were  afflicted  with  the  small 
pox,  dying  in  such  nambers  that  the  dead  lay 
unburied,  from'  a  printed  document  in  posses- 
ion of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Bpraoub  argued  that  the  bill  provided 
against  any  frandulentf  practices,  by  anthorizing 
the  employment  of  regular  practitioners,  who 
would  not  stoop  to  the  practice  of  frauds. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate,  an  incidental  dis- 
cossion  arose  in  consequence  of  a  reference 
made  by  Hr.  Foot  to  an  item  in  one  of  the 
documents  jnat  l^d  on  the  table,  from  which 
it  appeaiea  that  oertun  sams,  amounting  to 
$16,000,  had  been  paid  to  John  H.  Eaton  and 
John  Coffee,  as  commissioners  to  treat  with 
the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indiana  in  18S0 
and  1881,  This  clause  was  at  first  viewed  by 
Mr.  HA.Tinc  and  Mr.  Foot  as  evidence  that  these 
individuals  had  received  lar^e  emoluments  from 
the  Treasury  as  commissionem,  while  Mr. 
Eaton  was  receiving  a  salary,  as  Secretary  of 
War.  On  a  little  examination,  however,  it  ap- 
peared that  this  snm  stated  was  the  amount 
paid  to  meet  the  expenses  of  making  the  treaty, 
and  that  Mr.  S^ton  had  declined  receiving  any 
oompensation  as  oommis^ner. 

Some  remarks  were  also  made  bearing  hard 
on  the  Prerident  for  having  appointed  to  office 
men  who  had  been  reject^  by  the  Senate.  It 
appeared  by  the  printed  documents  that  Whar- 
ton Rector,  Mr.  Stambaugh,  and  Mr.  Gardiner, 
all  of  whom  had  been  rejected  by  the  Senate, 
had  been  apppointed  by  the  President,  subse- 
qnentiy,  to  offices  of  tmst ;  and  that  the  expen- 
diture of  large  anms  had  been  committed  to 
them.  This  practice  of  selecting  men  for  office 
who  had  been  rejected  by  the  Senate,  was  de- 
nonnced  in  emphatic  terms  by  Mr.  Hatke,  Mr, 
Spbaoub,  and  others,  and  defended  by  Mr. 
Forsyth  and  others. 

The  hilt  having  been  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing^ Mr.  EwDTft  moved  to  recommit  it,  with  in- 
atraotlons  to  strike  ont  the  exceptionable  parts  of 
the  bill.  As  it  was  ut^ed,  however,  by  Mr. 
Wbtfb,  that  the  bill,  unless  passed  immediately, 
would  not  effect  the  humane  object  which  it 
had  in  view,  Mr.  Ewino  withdrew  his  propoei- 
taon,  to  enable  Mr.  White  to  move  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  had  been 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  so  as  to  give  an  op- 
portunity to  amend  it 

The  niotion  to  reconsider  having  been  i^^reed 
to,  the  bill  was  amended  by  striking  ont  its 
second  section,  modifying  Uie  third  so  as  to 
anthorize  the  oalUng  in  of  anoh  physicianB  only 
as  are  netddent  in  Oie  Tldnity  of  the  Indians, 
or  on  the  frmtier,  and  by  waatSag  the  i4)pro- 
priallon  ftom  $1S,000  to  $6,000. 

In  this  form  the  amendnwnt  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  tbe  bill  to  be  read  a  third 
Ume: 

Tua.— Xesars.  BcH,  Boiton,  Cbambets,  Clay, 


lAm,  188a. 

Dallas,  Dadlej,  ElUs,  Ewing,  Foot,  Fo^sTtl^  Fre- 
linghnysen,  Grand;,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Jotuoston, 
Kane,  King,  Marcjr,  FreDttHs,  Sobbins,  RobinaoD, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  tom- 
linsoD,  Webster,  White,  Wilkins— SO. 

Katb. — HesBts.  Bibb,  Buckner,  Dickerson,  HsTue, 
Uangum,  Miller,  Moore,  TazeveU,  Tipton,  Tyler, 
Wae^aiun — 11. 

Jvdieiaary  Repenteg. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  whidi  the  S«iate  yesterdH'  refused  to  con- 
onr  with  the  Committee  ot  the  Wh(de,  in  the 
ammdment  to  the  general  ^ipnwiataon  bill, 
to  strike  out  the  snm  of  $190,000  for  the  c^ 
tingencies  of  the  Judicial  Department,  and  in- 
sert $200,000. 

Having  made  the  motion,  Mr.  Fobstth  moved 
to  lay  it  on  the  table,  in  ordartbat  it  mi^t  be 
taken' np  when  the  ^iprofniaticHi  bill  dioold 
Bffki  be  before  the  Senate. 


Tbubbdat,  April  19. 

Ajipropriation  Bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fobstth,  the  Senate  pn^ 
ceeded  to  the  general  (9i»t^>riaticm  bilL 

Gtntral  ffouttm't  Trial/or  Breach  qf  Pnoileg* 

MeuAentfthB  Mmm  <^  SeprmTUaiwM. 

The  Olerk  of  the  House  delivered  a  meaaage 
from  the  House,  requesting  of  the  Senate  tiiat 
leave  be  given  to  four  of  the  members  of  this 
body — Felix  QsmrDT,  Thomas  Ewnto.  Amex- 
AKDKB  BuoKNBB,  and  JoHN  TiPTON,  to  attend 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  testimony  on  the  trial  of  Samuel 
Houston,  now  pending  before  the  House  for  a 
breach  of  privile^. 

The  Clerk  having  withdrawn, 

Mr.  Webster  said  that,  as  this  was  a  ease  of 
emergency,  he  would  move  that  the  bill  be  laid 
on  the  table ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBVm,  leave  was  given 
to  the  Senators  named  to  attend  the  House  ctf 
Bepresentatives. 

Mr.  Webstbk  thai  moved  to  lay  the  appro- 
priation bill  on  the  table,  as  the  Senate  wonM 
probably  be  indisposed  to  proceed  with  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  in  the  absence  of  the 
Senators.  He  withdrew  his  motion  for  a  mo- 
ment, at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Fobstth,  who  b^;ged  leave  to  expl^ 
that  he  had  not  desired  to  impute  any  blame 
to  Congress  for  their  mterferenoe  as  to  the  navy 
contracts.  But  he  wished  it  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  officer  was  oorreot  in  his  inter* 
pretation  of  the  laws.  , 

Mr.  MASomi  siud  a  few  words  in  opporitioa 
to  the  practice  of  throwing  responsibility  on 
Ooagnm  for  the  extravagance  of  the  Admlnis-  * 
trati<ai.  He  regarded  the  whole  party  as 
sponrible  for  the  acts  of  th^  Administration: 
and  he  wonld  rather  see  the  man  he  snppwted 

Digitized  by  Google 


DBBATiaS  OF  OONOBBSS. 


449 


Afprtpr^ion  Silt  •Xxpeuta  of  the  GoptrnmaU. 


[Sehats. 


pat  domi,  thaa  protected  behind  sach  a  shield. 
The  President  might  interpoBe  his  veto.  Be 
ooDtended  that,  for  maoy  years  past,  the  ten- 
dency of  oar  Govemmeat  had  been  to  become 
worse  and  worse ;  and  if  he  and  the  other 
friends  of  the  Ailministration  were  to  shelter 
themseWes  nnder  the  idea  that  Congress  was 
responsible,  it  was  the  introduoUon  of  Teiy 
dangerons  prinoiplea.  He  thought  thia  remark 
doe  to  the  oooDtry  whioh  he  represented.  He 
nnut  have  shut  his  eyea  dose  ud  long,  not  to 
have  seen  t^t  the  GoTeniment  was  getUng 
worse. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  asked  whether  the  Administra- 
tioB  were  to  be  made  responsible  for  tfae  mnlti- 
plicatioa  of  penrions.  Should  the  President 
Teto  the  law,  the  coontry  would  immediately 
ring,  from,  one  end  to  the  other,  with  the 
orndty  and  injostice  of  which  he  had  been 
guilty  in  filching  the  little  pittance  from  these 
unfortunate  persons.  Evwy  Senator  knew  the 
use  whidi  had  been  made,  to  the  injury  the 
President,  of  Ida  formw  reto.  It  would  be 
found  that  the  Adntlnistntiop  were  in  a  mi- 
nority in  some  of  the  oases.  Ifr.  T.  moved  to 
lay  die  bill  on  the  taUe ;  whioh  motion  was 
ouried  in  the  affirmatiTe. 


Fbidat,  April  20. 

Ur.  GsmrDT  stated  that  the  Senators  who 
had  yesterday  obttuned  leave  of  absence  to  at- 
tend the  trial  of  General  Honstm,  had  reoeived 
permission  from  the  House  to  retarn  to  the 
Senate,  until  they  should  be  notified  that  their 
testimony  was  about  to  be  taken. 

Jjtprcpriatian  Bm—Ssprnm  <^ihe  Oovemmmt. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  Uie  consideration 
of  the  hill  making  tf^opriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  ^ear  1882 — the 
question  being  on  concurring  with  the  Commit- 
tee df  the  Whole  in  striking  ont  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  outfit  of  a  Minister  to  France. 

Hr.  CuAKBEBB  regretted  that  the  Senate  bad 
adjourned  yesterday  at  the  moment  he  had 
risen.  His  apology  for  saying  a  word  on  this 
aul^ject  was  foundin  the  example  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  That  Sen- 
ator had  deplored,  in  very  strong  terms,  the 
continuance  of  a  debate  whioh  must  delay  tiie 
passage  of  this  hill,  bo  necesaaiy  to  meet  the 
most  mressing  wants  of  the  Government.  Ve 
had  all  yielded  to  his  pointed  remonstrance, 
and  the  bill  was  going  on  without  a  word  of 
debate,  when,  on  callliig  it  op  yesterday,  the 
chairman,  without  tiie  slightest  provocation,  rose 
in  bis  plaoe,  and  in  great  excitement  delivered 
a  long  and  animated  argoment  to  prove  the  ex- 
travagance of  the  last  Adminiatratum  and  the 
economy  of  this. 

[Mr.  Smith  here  remarked  that  he  did  not 
attempt  to  show  extravagance  in  the  late  Ad- 
ministration.  He  had  no  snch  object] 

Be  it  so,  Bud  Mr.  0.  Let  the  S^iator  be 
Qotkridered  as  having  no  Kioh  ohieot  as  to  crimi- 


Date  the  last  Administration,  and  solely  to  de- 
sign the  vindication  of  the  present  Admintstra- 
tion  from  the  chai^^  preferred  ag^nst  it.  He 
has  interrupted  the  regular  progress  of  tiiia 
highly  important  bill  to  present  this  laliorod 
vindication. 
JMr.  Smith  here  said  he  had  not  labored.] 
Then,  said  Mr.  0.,  it  must  be  oonceded  that 
the  BaiabHr  has  arrived  at  rendts,  and  ezldbited 
estimates  and  oaknlcliona,  without  labOT; 
which  certainly  no  otJier  membw  can  prodnoe 
without  an  examlDatton,  and  with  labor,  too, 
amongst  the  documents  and  State  papers.  But 
whether  for  one  object  or  another — whether 
with  labor  or  without — ^his  colleague,  disregard- 
ing, in  his  own  practice,  the  strong  admonition 
by  which  he  had  proposed  to  relate  that  of 
others,  had  challenged  this  deiuite.  It  was  not 
proper  to  allow  8u<ui  a  disonssion  to  end  where 
it  was.  Mr.  0.  said  that  he  could  not  oonsent  to 
pomit  an  argument  which  he  deemed  so  fslla- 
oiona,  to  go  out  to  the  pnblio  without  commeD- 
tary.  Sir,  said  Mr.  0.,  the  issue  tendered  ia 
not  the  true  one.  Let  the  people  know  how 
this  m^ter  stands,  and  they  will  be  at  no  loss 
to  find  a  right  verdict,  and  give  a  correct  judg- 
ment. What  is  the  true  state  of  the  ease  I 
The  last  Admhiisbntion,  pursuing  with  honest 
purpose,  and  by  accustomed  means,  the  best 
int(u>e8t3of  this  great  and  growing  nation,  were 
Qultivating  all  the  sources  of  national  prosperity, 
and  fiiithfuily  executing  the  legidative  will,  by 
a  prudent  application  of  the  resources  of  the 
country,  which  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 

Ele  ohose  to  plaoe  at  their  disposal  The  pub- 
0  debt  was  in  a  oonrw  of  n^ld  eztii^idi- 
ment.  the  defianoeB  of  the  oonntiT  were  exUmd- 
ed,  tne  fiwilities  of  intercommunication  pro- 
moted, the  great  branohes  of  public  proqirai^ 
nurtnred,  and  all  our  relations  at  home  and 
abroad  presenting  occasion  for  grateful  reflec- 
tion. This  was  the  condition  of  things,  when 
the  lost  Administration  found  itself  assailed  by 
that  political  party  which  rose  up  to  prostrate 
it,  and  finally  succeeded  in  ejecting  it  from  office. 

Here^  sir,  said  Mr.  0.,  (holding  np  the  book 
coDtaining  the  retrenchment  report,)  here  is 
the  text  from  which  that  i>arty  drew  its  doc- 
trines ;  this  is  the  confession  of  futh  whidt 
that  party  subscribed';  which  they  proclaimed 
in  mz  thooaand  copies  of  this  rwort  from  the 
Honse  of  Bepresmtativea,  and  three  thousand 
from  the  Senate ;  whioh  they  published  hi  every 
city,  towo,  village,  and  cross-road,  in  tfae  Uidmi, 
and  reverberated  by  every  partisan  in  ^e 
cotintry.  Kow,  mr,  this  confession  of  foith 
must  be  the  criterion  by  which  this  party  is  to 
be  tried.  The  present  President  was  unani- 
monsly  elected  as  the  organ  who  was  to  exe- 
cute all  their  projects.  He  was  not  slow  to  aa- 
Bume  the  rewonsibility  imposed  upon  him.  In 
his  opening  Message,  he  made  himself  sponsor 
for  the  wWe  party  uid  its  creed,  when  he 
declared  that  "  retrenchment  and  reform  were 
inscribed  on  the  roll  of  Ezeentive  duties  ia 
ebaracters  too  to^Ue  to  be  miauuderstood." 
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The  trae  issae,  then,  is  not  whether  thU 
Administration  is  more  extravagant  than  the 
last.  If  it  be  as  much  so,  this  text  book  will 
denoanoe  it  as  unfit  to  possess  tiie  confidence  of 
the  people.  It  wonld  be  no  difflcnlt  proposi- 
tion, he  believed,  in  a  proper  place,  to  establish 
the  fact  that  it  had  expended  larger  smns  than 
the  former  Administration,  to  effect  preciselx 
similar  objects ;  but  he  denied  the  anuiorit^  of 
the  adversary  partj  to  make  this  the  question. 
If  they  will  frankly  and  fully  concede  that  all 
their  boasted  pledges  of  *'  reform  and  retrench- 
ment "  have  been  violated — that,  after  effecting 
the  purpose  for  which  they  were  engendered, ; 
the  expulsion  from  office  of  their  political  ad- 
Tersanes,  tiiej  are  forgotten,  or  admitted  to  be 
hollow,  empty,  unmeaning  sonnd,  without  sab- 
stanee — why,  then,  we  are  prepared  to  meet 
any  other  issue  t}iat  may  be  tendered.  Sir,  if 
this  concession  is  not  made,  it  is  due  to  an 
abused  community,  \i  is  due  to  those  who,  with 
honest  expectation  of  a  fair  and  full  execution 
of  these  pledges,  have  raised  to  power  those 
who  made  tiiem  to  prove,  as  your  State  papers 
and  records  will  prove,  that  every  promise  and 
profession  then  made  is  not  only  broken  but 
forgotten,  and  tiiat  now  resort  is  had  to  the 
lame  aad  impotent  plea  ttiat  they  who  made 
them  are  not  worse  than  those  wnimi  Uttj  d»- 
nounoed.  To  the  book,  then.  The  first  item 
to  be  noticed  is  the  number  of  clerks  and  of- 
ficers in  the  EzeentiTe  offices.  _  The  book — the 
creed,  denounces  these  Executive  Departments 
as  receptacles  for  idlers  and  superannuated  old 
men — "one-third"  more  in  number  than  the 
business  of  the  Government  required^  and  some 
of  tiiem  "invalid  pensioners,"  absolutely  en- 
joying "  sinecures ;  "  this  whole  Angean  stable 
was  to  be  cleansed  and  purified.  Well,  sir, 
how  has  this  practice  of  this  Administration 
conformed  to  this  profesdon  t  Are  the  clerks 
lessened  in  number?  Ho,  not  only  not  di- 
minidied,  but  actually  increased,  ijre  their 
salaries  lessened?  No,  i^,  not  *  dollar;  on 
the  contrary,  some  of  them  are  increased  by 
bill  now  under  discussion.  Some  of  the 
old  and  faithful  servants  who  had  passed  their 
lives  in  these  offices,  whose  advancing  age  and 
fiked  habits  had  unfitted  them  for  other  em- 
ployments, have  been  reihoved,  it  is  true.  Yes. 
sir,  many  have  been  thrown  upon  the  world 
penniless  as  they  were  blameless,  with  a  heart- 
less disregard  of  their  misery  and  havoc  inflict' 
ed  upon  themselves,  tiieir  fortunes,  their  help- 
less, dependent  families,  or  even  their  well- 
earned  reputation.  Bat  why }  was  it  to  pro- 
mote real  reform,  or  toadvanee  the  public  goodt 
No,  it  was  to  let  in  a  host  o£  hungry  expectants 
to  devour  with  greedy  appetite  their  share  of 
the  people's  sulwtance — openly,  publicly  an- 
noonoedas  the  "spoils  of  victory."  Yes,  sir, 
your  public  offices,  created  for  the  good  of  the 
people,  and  the  only  purpose  of  which  should 
be  to  effect  that  good,  and  advance  the  general 
wdfare,  are  boldly  elsewhere  as  here  on  this 
floor  doiominated  "spoils"  to  be  "aliared"  hy 


"victors."  Was  eapadty,  was  fidelity,  was 
ptttriotism,  ornsefld  service  to  the  nation,  made 
the  criterion  of  merits  in  seleoting  them  t  Not 
at  all.  Instead  of  capacity  to  discharge  the 

duties  of  office,  the  candidate  urged  capaci^ 
to  obtain  votes ;  instead  of  fidelity  in  the  per- 
formance of  official  trust,  he  boasted  active  zeal 
in  propagating  his  political  tenets ;  in  place  of 
patriotic  devotion  to  the  country,  or  us^ul  ser- 
vice to  the  nation,  he  dumed  devoti{Hi  and 
efficient  service  to  his  party,  ncnsy,  indiscrimi- 
nate admiration  of  the  ^^Hero  of  New  Or- 
leans," and  nnsparing,  reckless  condemnation 
of  every  man  ana  every  measure  that  oroosed 
his  pretensions.  These,  and  often  these  alo&e^ 
were  the  successful  grounda  d  daim  to  prmno- 
tion ;  and  the  degree  of  elevation,  the  "  share 
of  the  spoils,"  was  proportionate  to  the  zeal  and 
fury  which  the  partisan  had  evinced  in  the 
glorification  of  his  idoL  llany  of  those  "  vic- 
tors "  were  so  utteriy  destitute  of  otHer  qnaUfi- 
cations  essentially  necessary,  that  thrar  own 
political  friends,  yielding  to  the  strong  and  just 
popular  opinion,  were  obliged  promptiy  to  put 
them  aside ;  and  in  some  oases  the  l4esident 
himself  has  been  compelled  to  turn  them  adrift 
before  they  bad  fairly  tasted  the  fruits  which 
they  fondly  anticipated  as  their  promised  "  re- 
ward." 

Hie  book — the  articles  of  fUtb — ebmrga 
against  the  late  Administration  a  wastefioA  vr- 
penditnre  in  the  diplonuitio  department.  Tbt&T 

E ledge  bonnd  them  to  a  retrenchment.  How 
ave  they  redeemed  it  ?  Why,  sir,  by  reddling 
instantiy  every  Minister  then  abroad,  and  send- 
ing others  of  their  own  political  tenets,  at  an 
immense  expense  of  money,  and  in  some  cases 
at  the  sacrifice  of  other  high  considerations. 
Was  this  becanse  the  public  interest  was  there- 
by promoted?  Was  it  because  our  Ministers 
were  not  qualified !  Was  it  because  they  had 
evinced  a  want  of  competent  talent,  or  of  pa- 
triotic z^  in  discharging  their  duty  I  Not  at 
all  These  "  qioils  "  were  to  be  mstribnted : 
and  with  eaQh  eager  haste  did  the  "vietors" 
cUum  thdr  "  rewwl,"  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
Colombian  Gtovemment,  General  Harrison, 
whose  name  and  reputation  are  fondly  cherished 
by  the  nation,  was  recalled  before  he  had 
actuEdly  reached  bia  destination,  and  an  active 
partisan  appointed  his  successor,  who  is  now 
continued  a  fall  Minister,  when  the  confederate 
Government  to  which  he  was  accredited  is  dis- 
solved, and  no  Government  exists  bearing  even 
its  name.  The  Ohairmaa  of  the  Finaooe  Com- 
mittee says  tbat  "  the  services  hare  been  oom- 
raensurate  to  the  ezjwnditnrea  in  this  Adminis- 
tration." Sir,  tiiis  is  not  in  the  book.  The 
last  Adnuidstration  stud  the  expenditnrea  wws 
honestiy  and  usefully  applied,  but  it  did  not 
arrest  tiie  cry  of  "retrenchment  and  reform." 
But  let  one  instance  illustrate  the  sort  of  sw- 
vices  which  this  Administration  considers  com- 
mensurate to  large  expenditnrea.  A  com- 
petrait,  fiuthfol  IGnister  to  Busuawas  recalled. 
A  diatingaiahed  suooesaor  taken  from  Yir^nia 
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Mtbo^  less.] 

was  aopointed.  Besides  his  Bine  thonsaad 
ddlara*  outfit,  and  nine  tbousaQd  salaiy,  .an 
immense  expense  was  inourred  in  sending  him 
oot,  and  retnrning  his  predecessor.  The  "  com- 
mensurate services  "  were  about  ten  days'  resi- 
dence in  Russia,  and  the  remaining  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  were  passed  in  another  king- 
dom, at  the  distance  of  some  ttunaand  miles 
from  the  scene  of  duty. 

The  book  asserts  the  necessity  of  "  abolishing 
the  contingent  fund  for  missions."  It  was  sup- 
posed to  be  the  fruitful  source  of  mischief- 
controlled  solely  by  the  discretion  of  the  Sec- 
retary, and  altt^ether  onneoesBary,  Wdl,  idr, 
how  stands  the  &ct  in  regard  to  this  item  f 
Has  it  been  discontinued}  Not  at  alL  This 
bill  appropriates  thirty  thousand  doll&ra  for  this 
fund.  Not  only  is  it  continued  under  this 
"  economical  ^*  Administration,  but  an  accumu- 
lated sum  of  about  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars allowed  to  the  late  Administration,  and  not 
expended  by  them,  has  been  disbursed,  in  addi- 
tion to  appropriations  made  since  they  came  into 
power.  His  colleague  had  used  harsh  language 
m  reference  to  the  mode  of  comparison  adopted 
1;^  the  Senator  from  Connecticut, '(Mr.  Toot.) 
It  was  not  his  iuteDtlon  to  f^ply  towards  his 
colleague  any  offensive  expression;  bat,  after 
his  vei7  warm  language  on  this  sut^eot,  it 
was  passing  strange  that  he  should  refer  to 
"^propriations"  for  "contingent  expenses  of 
foreign  intercourse,**  and  yet  omit  the  wei^tier 
matter  of  "  dtshorsementa ;  "  omit  to  say  one 
word  about  the  aconmnlation  which  the  Senator 
from  Eentuoky  has  proved  by  the  pnblio  doou- 
menta.  His  colleague  had  also  referred  to  sun- 
dry items  of  "extraordinary  expenditures"  in 
our  diplomatic  concerns  dnrtng  the  present  Ad- 
ministration; and  yet,  boasting  as  he  does  of 
a  perfect  spirit  of  fairness,  he  has  not  pointed 
out  one  m  the  last  Administration.  Certainly 
it  was  for  some  other  reason  than  tiiat  the  doc- 
uments did  not  diow  it,  Bir,  said  lAi.  0.,  it  is 
like  all  other  of  the  large  profoarions  of  the 
party  who  pat  oat  this  "book,"  Indeed,  tiie 
^nrse  of  debate  here  is  a  confession  oi  a  total 
failure  to  realize  the  pledge  which  was  held 
fortii  and  paraded  even  in  the  shape  of  an  "  in- 
Bcription  on  the  Executive  roll."  This  execu- 
tive banner  waved  high,  and  caught  the  fancy 
and  the  hopes  of  thousands  by  its  alluring 
motto,  "reti^nchment  and  reform."  Crowds 
gathered  to  the  standard,  and  overwhelmed  all 
resistance  to  the  march  ot  those  who  hod  un- 
furled it  Having  effected  its  purpose  in  gain- 
ing the  victory,  what  are  its  "  rewards  "  to  the 
"coantr;y" — ^to the  "whole people!"  Favorites 
and  partiaans  are  "rewarded ; "  bat  what  does 
the  "nation"  g^n?  Why,  nr,  tiiey  are 
mooked  and  evaded  when  they  demand  a  fulfil- 
ment of  engagements  made  by  this  party  text, 
and  reassnmed  by  the  Executive  Message,  They 
are  now  told  "  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Execu- 
tive, but  of  Congress,  that  so  lai^  expenditures 
are  disbursed ;  uie  President  most  execute  the 
law,  and  the  law  directs  the  apenditnre." 


[SniAta. 

The  people — ^the  deluded  people,  will  ask  if  the 
Congress  did  not  direct  the  expenditures  in  lb. 
Adams's  Administration — if  he  was  not  bound 
to  execute  the  law ;  and  yet  it  did  not  prevent 
the  eternal  cry  of  "  reform  and  retrenchment" 
They  may,  and  probably  will,  also  ask  if  this 
said  wicked  and  extravagant  Congress  had  not 
been  brought  into  being  by  the  same  party 
which  elevated  the  Chief  Magistrate ;  whether, 
from  that  time  to  this,  his  political  friends  have 
not  formed  a  majority  in  both  branches  of  Con- 
gress. Driven  oy  these  unwelcome  remtnis- 
ceaces,  the  Administration  resorts  to  this  hu- 
miliating apology:  "Why,  we  are  not  more 
extravagant  than  pur  predecessors  I "  Bir,  thia 
plea  cannot  be  sustuned,  whether  issue  be 
taken  upon  the  law  or  the  fact.  It  does  not  lie 
in  the  mouth  of  those  who  heaped  unmeasured 
censure  upon  tiie  last  Administration  for  waste 
and  extravagance  now  to  erect  it  into  a  fair 
standard  by  which  their  own  expenditures  are  to 
be  graduated.  But  if  they  could  be  permitted  to 
belter  themselves  under  such  a  defence,  the 
facta  will  not  sustain  them.  The  table  exhibit- 
ed by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
HaxhsQ  prepared,  as  he  tells  us,  with,great 
care  and  aooaracy,  gives  the  following  sams  as 
the  total  ezpenditares,  exdasWe  of  payments 
on  aoooont  n  the  paUio  debt : 

For  1S26  -  -  -  |11,4«0,4S9  M 

6  -  -  -  1S,0«S,81S  Sf 

7  -  •  •  12,658,095  65 

8  -  -  •>  13,296,041  46 
»  -  -  -  12,660,490  62 

SO  -  -  •     18,229,633  88 

81  •  -     18,918,708  99 

Now,  sir,  let  it  be  remembered  that,  in  addition 
to  tiiese  increased  and  increasing  expenditures, 
there  should  be  a  laige  allowance  for  soms  which 
had  been  refused  for  that  most  important  matter 
of  internal  improvement,  Aqratemwasregolarly 
and  lu4»pily  progressing  under  the  last  Admin- 
istration, vitally  affecting  tho  wWe  Talne  ci 
the  country,  calting  into  useful  exercise  its 
faculties  for  rapid,  intimate,  and  profitable  in- 
tercommunication, cementing  its  various  and 
distant  portions,  binding  our  whole  people  in 
ties  of  vicinity  and  consanguinity;  a  system, 
to  promote  which  is,  in  my  hmuble  judgment, 
one  of  the  most  imperative  as  well  as  one  of 
the  most  desirable  and  useful  objects  for  which 
this  Government  was  organized.  How  has  it 
fared  with  this  "  reforming,  retrenohment " 
Administration,  Reformed  into  a  state  of  non- 
existence— ^lost  sight  of— abandoned— vetoed. 
Tea,  ur,  at  one  swe^  a  lighthouse  bill,  {nvolT- 
ing  an  expenditure  of  half  million  of  dollu^  tiie 
disbursement  of  which  would  have  left  traoea 
of  useful  improvement  scattered  through  all 
parts  of  the  Union  for  generations  to  oom^ 
was  regected.  Your  turnpike  road  bill,  your 
canal  bills,  r^ected.  And  yet  your  total  ex- 
penditures are  increased.  Are  the  sums  thus' 
rettased  to  nseftil  otijeots  made  to  iwdl  the 
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omoant  of  **  spoils  "  and  "  rewards  "  distributed 
to  faTorites? 

Sir,  it  is  to  be  feared  this  "  iDscriptioa  on  the 
Exeontive  roll "  has  ceased  to  be  "  le|pW«,"  or 
jHMwibly  it  may  have  been  deported  in  some  of 
the  retired  departments  of  an  Executive  officer 
by  one  of  those  who  came  in  as  a  component 
part  of  the  "  nnit  cabinet,'*  and  that  his  sncces- 
6or  had  not  yet  foand  the  place  of  its  repose. 
If  so,  let  us  still  hope  that,  late  as  it  is,  we  shall 
again  hear  of  it.  Many  considerations  and  nn- 
merons  facts  invite  farther  disonssion ;  but,  in 
^pite  oC  the  challenge  of  the  chairman 
finance,  0.  sud  he  was  onwilling  to  con- 
snme  more  lime.  He  would,  however,  add 
one  word  in  regard  to  one  of  the  cases  by 
which  the  Senator  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Foestth) 
had  illustrated  the  desire  of  the  Execntive  to 
retrench,  and  the  practice  of  Congress  to  defeat 
that  desire.  The  other  case  had  been  fully 
disposed  of  by  his  friend  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Wbbstbb,)  who  was  interrapted  before  he 
hod  explained  the  navy  contract  for  timber. 
In  this  case,  it  was  trae  that  Congress  bad 
passed  a  remedial  law,  and  in  terms,  and  in  a 
manner,  to  imply  dissatisfaction  at  the  oonrse 
of  ^e .  anditor.  What  was  the  ease  ?  A  con- 
tract was  made  by  the  navy  commissioners  for 
delivering  timber  at  a  certain  period,  and  re- 
serving,  acoording  to  nniversal  usage,  ten  per 
oent,  to  be  forfeited  if  the  contract  were  not 
executed  acoording  to  its  letter.  The  contract 
was  faithfully  executed  in  all  respects  except 
as  to  time.  To  the  extension  of  time,  the  com- 
missioners made  no  objection.  The  service 
was  not  injured,  nor  was  any  one  injured.  The 
navy  commissioners,  who  made  the  contract, 
desired  to  pay  the  contractor  the  price  of  his 
materials,  or  appeal  to  the  Secretarira  of  the 
Navy  and  (xf  the  Treasury.  Both  were  of  omn- 
ion  it  shoold  be  paid  ;■  bat  the  Fourth  Anditor 
ol^ected,  and  the  President  agreed  with  the  au- 
ditor that  the  law  enforced  the  penalty,  because 
a  short  time  had  expired,  more  than  the  con- 
tract allowed. 

The  contractor  brought  his  case  here,  and 
(without  a  dissentient  voioe,  he  believed)  his 
whole  price  was  ordered  to  ha  pud.  Now,  sir, 
is  this  the  magnanimous  exhibition  of  liberality 
which  becomes  a  great  Government  1  Is  this 
Administration  so  hard  run,  that,  while  it  is 
continuing  this  very  Fourth  Auditor's  office, 
and  its  acoompanying  appendages,  which  the 
book  told  OB  was  created  for  a  temporary  pur- 
pose aridng  ont  of  the  last  war,  and  ought  to 
be  abolished ;  while  it  is  paying  eighteen  thou- 
sand dollars'  salary  for  ten  days'  services  of  a 
Minister;  while  it  is  multiplying  clerks,  and 
increaedng  their  salaries,  that  it  is  compelled  to 
go,  for  proof  of  economy,  to  the  petty  ten  per 
cent,  on  a  little  contract — compelled  to  enforce 
the  letter  of  the  law,  even  if  it  be  the  letter,  to 
exact  the  "  ponnd  of  flesh  "  agfdnst  an  honest 
contractor,  whose  materials  they  hare  received, 
and  now  have,  and  intend  to  use?  It  is  an  il- 
lustration, not  exactly  to  the  pnrpose  intended 


[Apbil,  issa: 

by  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  but  to  show  the 
course  of  this  Administration ;  and  proves,  to 
nse  the  language  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
that,  wliife  they  are  paving  at  the  spigot,  ihsj 
are  wasting  at  the  bunghole." 

Mr.  Clayton,  of  Delaware,  said,  the  clause  in 
the  bill  under  consideration  provided  thirty-six 
thousand  dollars  for  outfits  of  Ministers  to  Great 
Britfun,  France,  and  Russia,  and  made  no  dis- 
tinction between  the  mis^ons  to  those  several 
courts,  although,  in  point  of  &ct,  they  all  stood 
on  different  grounds.  The  outfit  for  a  Uiniater 
to  Busna  was  evidently  necessary.  A  vai^ncy 
in  the  office  did  exist  at  the  commencement  of 
iha  session,  however  difficult  it  may  be  to  say 
when  it  commenced;  ^r  the  Minister  to  that 
Government,  although  he  received  his  twenty- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  for  ten  days^ 
residence  in  Russia,  as  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land has  stated,  was  held  to  be  a  Minister  near 
that  Government,  during  bis  residence  in  Eng- 
land. In  regard  to  that,  however,  it  was  suffi- 
cient, for  the  present  purptae,  to  know  official- 
ly, as  the  Senate  did,  that  the  vacan<^  had 
happened,  and  bad  beoi  filled  by  thmr  advice 
and  consent.  Iliey  knew,  too,  by  offldal  doon- 
menta,  and  by  their  own  act  in  r^ecting  the 
Minister  to  Gre^  Brittdn,  that  the  vacancy  in 
that  office  depended  on  no  caanalty  or  unfore- 
seen contingency,  demanding  or  justifying  a 
draft  on  the  contingent  fund  provided  by  tbis 
bill.  However  objectionable,  therefore,  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  President's  power  of  appointment 
may  really  be,  should  that  power  be  exercised 
in  appointing  a  Minister  to  Great  Britiun  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  in  contempt  of  its 
advice,  the  case  of  the  new  outfit  to  France 
rested  on  different  prinoq>les,  and  be  requested 
the  attention  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  to 
the  distinoti(ni. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Hr.  Cham- 
bibb)  has  met  the  argument  of  his  colleague  on 
the  subject  of  expenditures  by  the  Government 
by  a  remaric  to  which  the  attention  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  at  this  time  onght  to  be 

Earticularly  directed.  Before  I  advert  to  it, 
owever,  let  me  premise  that  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  (Mr.  Sutth,)  in  the 
discussion  yesterday,  compared  tbe  expenses  of 
this  Administration  with  those  of  tbe  last,  and 
sought  to  show  us  that  if  those  same  pledges  of 
retranchment  and  reform  which  were  given  on 
the  4th  of  March,  16S9,  in  the  eastern  portico 
of  this  d^itol,  bad  not  been  all  redeemed,  jet 
the  expenses  of  the  Goreniuent  were  not  more 
than  they  had  been  beforft  that  memorable  day. 
The  deeds  and  tho  veiy  expenditures  of  the 
last  Admlttistndion,  reviled  and  persecuted  as 
it  was,  are  now  made  the  standard  of  excel- 
lent ;  and  tbe  only  boast  of  those  who  then 
told  US  that  the  task  of  reform  was  inscribed  on 
the  list  of  Executive  duties  in  characters  too 
legible  to  be  misunderstood,  now  is,  that  they 
have  not  been  more  extravagant  than  their 
predecessors.  The  chairman  agrees  that  the 
statement  of  these  expenditures,  yesterd^made 
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br  the  ^utienum  from  Soath  Oarolioa  (Mr. 
HATm)  IS  correct.  Here  then  is  a  chance  for 
comparison,  of  which  we  have  oerer  yet  been 
able  to  avaU  ourselves  in  debate  with  the 
honorable  ehairman,  because,  upon  the  correct- 
ness of  other  statements  of  expen^tares,  (par- 
tieolarlj  the  diplomatic,)  we  have  disagreed. 
Bat,  for  the  s^e  of  the  argnment  now,  let  as 
take  the  report  of  the  geotieman  flrom  Soath 
Garolina,  which  the  chairman  tells  us  is  cor- 
rect. 

Hr.  O.  then  read  the  statement  submitted  bj 
Hr.  Hatni,  of  the  appropriations  and  expendi- 
tures from  1828  to  1880,  inclosiTe. 

The  expenditures  were — 

(Deducting  five mil- 
Uons  for  the  Flor- 
ida tteaty. 

182B,     -  11,840.080 

1856,  -  18,002.000 

1857,  -  18,650,000 

1828,  -  18,296,000 

1829,  -  18,660,000 
1880^     -  18,229,000 

The  present  Administration  came  into  power 
on  the  4Ah  of  March,  1829.  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia  seems  to  consider  the  ezpendi- 
tores  of  thai  year  as  not  properly  chargeable  to 
the  party  in  power.  I  suppose  because  two 
months  of  the  year  had  rolled  away  before  the 
inangnration.  And  yet  the  same  geatleman 
Informed  as  that  the  party  in  Oongresa  was 
alone  responsible  for  expenditures:  not  tibe 
President.  Jadging  the  party  by  its  acts  in 
Congress,  pray  will  he  tell  me  why  It  is  not 
answerable  for  the  expenditures  of  1828?  It 
had  a  nu^ori^  daring  the  session,  when  the 
propriations  for  the  expenses  of  that  year  were 
made  greater  in  both  Uonses  than  it  has  ever 
had  since ;  and  i^  as  he  says,  it  is  responsible 
for  the  acts  of  its  members  in  Oongresa  only, 
why  shonld  it  now  be  permitted  to  evade  the 
responsibility  of  its  appropriations  made  at  that 
leasion!  Without  subscribiDg  to  the  gentle- 
man's doctrine  of  the  irresponsibility  of  him 
who  availed  himself  of  these  appropriations  to 
make  these  expenditures,  I  deny  that,  on  his 
own  ground,  the  gentleman  wid  his  friends  can 
escape  the  ezpenditareB  of  1829,  The  last  Ad- 
ndnuttratloQ  coold  not  have  expended  tide 
money.  The  approprisftion  bills  were  passed, 
imme^ately  before  the  present  Executive  came 
in,  by  Ma  own  friends,  and  the  expenditures  of 
that  year  were  peculiarly  those  of  him  who  told 
OS  bow  necessary  it  was  to  reform  the  abnses 
of  his  predecessors. 

Mr.  Adams  came  in  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1825,  and  the  expenses  of  his  two  first  years, 
by  the  same  statement,  are  actually  two  mil- 
lion six  haudred  and  forty-seven  thousand  dol- 
lars less  than  those  of  1829,  '80,  the  two  first 
years  of  the  party  now  in  powerl  Those  of 
16S1  are  not  given  witii  accuracy  yet^  hat  it  is 
admitted,  on  all  haada,  that  they  are  at  least 
idx  hundred  thonsand  dollara  beyond  the  ex- 
penses of  any  year  before  1839. 


[Skmatb. 

I  come  now  to  the  remark  of  the  gentieman 
before  me,  (Mr.  Ghambbbs.)  Your  Adminis- 
tration has  cut  up  the  system  of  internal  im^ 
provement  by  the  roots  I  Yoor  President,  in 
1880,  pat  his  veto  on  a  bill,  stopping  appropriar 
tions  to  the  amount  of  half  a  oulUrai,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  oonntry ;  and  on  the  Soekvillft 
road  m  the  UayaviUe  road  bill,  the  Lonlsrille 
and  PorUand  oaoal  bill :  thua  dieoking  aU  other 
measures  of  internal  improvemeat  in  eveir 
section  of  the  Union  where  they  were  demand- 
ed. Not  so  with  the  last  Admiiustration.  They 
turned  their  faces  against  no  measure  having 
for  its  object  the  national  welfare,  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  country.  They  were,  there- 
fore, denounced  aa»prodigal  spendthrifts  of  Uie 
public  money ;  and  their  oi)ponenta,  crying  from 
the  housetops  "  retrenchment  and  reform," 
came  into  power  by  means  of  their  professions 
on  that  occasion.  Where  now  are  those  who 
sounded  the  tocsin  and  put  the  country  in  an 
uproar,  beoanae  of  the  alleged  extrava^ce  of 
those  who,  in  1886  and  16M,  administered  the 
afli^  (tf  this  Union  t  I  aA  those  who  now 
entreat  as  to  relieve  the  oonsnmption  of  the 
country  from  unnecessary  exactions,  what  have 
you  gained  by  the  change !  You  assisted  to 
tear  down  the  whole  system  of  internal  im- 
provement, by  which,  under  the  audioes  of  the 
last  Administration,  our  rivers  were  cleared  of 
obstructions,  and  onr  country  was  Intersected 
with  roads  and  canals.  You  desire  this  as  a 
consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished  for." 
Bat  have  tiie  pablio  expendituree  been  dimin- 
ished? Not  so.  Not  so.  The  "retrenohment" 
is  more  extravagant  than  the  expeoaes  you  de- 
are  to  retrench.  Nothing  is  more  dear  than 
that  these  exj>enditurea  nave  increased,  and 
are  increasing,  notwithstanding  the  eountty 
has  lost  the  Iwnefit  of  the  usual  appn^riations, 
fisom  its  own  funds,  for  internal  miprove- 
ment.  To  all  such  of  these  advocates  of 
reform  as  were  sincere  in  the  opinions  they 
formerly  professed,  I  therefore  say,  come 
forth,  and  tud  us  in  attempting  to  relieve  the 
country  from  unnecessanr  buraens,  in  every 
instance  where  it  can  be  done  consistently  wiu 
the  interest  and  honor  of  the  nation.  Each 
man  reaerving  to  himself  his  ipro^  opinions 
of  othn*  things,  let  as  oo-operate  m  the  good 
work  of  pruning  away  nnneoessary  appropri* 
ations,  and  let  the  country  have  the  fiul  bene- 
fit of  tlie  results  of  our  co-operation  in  that 
cause. 

Mr.  Tazewell  Bald  that  he  should  vote  now 
as  he  voted  in  the  committee,  unless  the  official 
document,  showing  the  actual  ocoarrence  of 
the  vacancy,  were  placed  on  the  files  of  tlie 
Senate.  K  it  were  officially  shown  that  there 
was  now  a  vacancy,  he  would  be  willing  to 
vote  the  appropriation.  But  he  most  have  the 
&ot  standing  on  record  her<L  in  perpetuam  rei 
mmnoriom,  that  ^ch  was  the  fact.  Bis  Jndg- 
ment  on  this  matter  had  been  longforme^  aai 
it  was  not  now  to  be  shaken,  for  these  six 
years,     these  seven  yean^  he  had  oheriahed 
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the  ffuth,  in  which  he  should  die — ^that  no 
President  shall;  dnring  the  recess,  fill  a  vacancj 
which  occurred  during  the  session.  If  the 
vacancy  were  now  put  on  record  by  the  ofBcial 
act  of  the  Executive,  he  would  vote  for  the  out- 
fit; and  if  not  he  would  vot«  gainst  any  Min- 
ister who  might  be  appointed  daring  the  recess, 
thoo^  he  were  his  father,  liis  brother,  or  his 
dearest  fnend. 

He  professed  to  have  no  wish  to  pry  into  the 
Executive  records.  He  had  no  desire  to  open 
the  portefeuille  of  tiie  Secretary  of  State,  or  the 
bnrean  of  the  President,  to  see  whether  Mr. 
« Bives  had  been  recallea  or  not.  He  had 
nothing  to  do  with  that.  It  was  enoogh  for 
Mm  to  know  that  Mr.  Riveras  still  in  France. 
He  was  willing  to  understand  this — that  the 
contingency  might  happen,  or  might  not  hap- 
pen. If  the  contingency  should  occur  during 
the  recess,  it  was  well ;  let  the  ootfit  in  that 
ease  be  provided  as  for  a  oontingenoy.  That 
was  the  trae  state  oS  tiungs.  Was  there  not  a 
ftmd  already  provided,  ueqnate  to  meet  the 
expense  of  such  oontingenoy,  should  it  occur? 
He  asserted  that  there  was ;  and  that  its  name 
— the  oontlDgent  ftmd — sufficiently  pointed  ont 
tbe  pntposes  for  which  it  was  created.  The 
sum  of  |80,000  had  been  appropriated  f6r  the 
contingencies  of  foreign  intercourse.  Would 
gentlemen  undertake  to  say  that  this  ftind 
was  not  applicable  to  such  an  object?  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  had  intamated  that 
it  was  not.  Yet  did  that  Senator,  in  1880,  vote 
to  replenish  this  very  ftind,  which  bad  been 
ezliaiuted  to  its  last  dollar,  to  pay  outfits  to 
foreign  Ministers.  Was  it  so,  that  the  Senator 
fcx»m  Maryland  really  thought  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  no  right  to  pay  these  outfit  ont  of 
the  contingent  rand,  yet  voted  to  replace  the 
sum  which  had  been  taken  from  the  ftmd  for 
that  very  purpose  ?  Oertainly  not  No  Sena- 
tor could  act  with  snch  inconsisteacy.  By  his 
vote  in  18S0,  the  Senator  expressed  bis  opinion 
tiiat  the  President  had  a  right  to  apply  this 
ftmd  la  such  cases. 

During  the  Administration  of  President 
Washington,  there  occurred  a  singular  omission 
on-  the  part  of  Congress.  Ko  appropriation 
was  maoe  fbr  paying  the  expenses  monrred  in 
Innsmitting  hither  .the  votes  <tf  the  electors. 
When  the  messengers  brought  on  the  votes, 
there  was  found  to  be  no  money  provided  for 
them  here.  The  President  pnt  his  hands  into 
this  fund,  and  paid  them.  This  ftmd  was 
called  the  secret-service  ftind;  and  curiosity 
was  alive  to  know  what  connection  Washing- 
ton could  show  between  the  service  perform^ 
and  the  secret-service  fhod.  Inquiries  were  set 
on  foot:  he  believed  there  was  inquiry  by 
Congress  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  mes- 
sengers were  paid.  The  President  took  a  stand, 
and  a  very  proper  one,  refusing  to  render  an^ 
account;  and  Uie  thing  was  not  known  nntil 
an  appropriation  to  replace  the  snm  made  itd 
appearance  In  the  general  appropriation  1^ 
It  was  kept  profoni^ly  a  aeoret,  until  all  onri- 


[Afril,  18821 

osity  on  the  subject  in  Congress  had  subBided, 
and  no  oue  cared  a  straw  about  it. 

He  had  stated  this  fact  to  show  that  the 
power  of  the  President  over  this  ftmd  was 
absolute.  In  1880,  the  snm  requisite  to  provide 
the  0Qt£t8  was  taken  out  of  it ;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Geor^a,'the  gentleman  from  Manr- 
land,  and  himself,  had  voted  to  r instate  it. 
Why,  then,  should  not  precisely  the  sanie  ftmd 
be  applicable  to  precisely  the  same  ease  ?  If 
the  gentleman  from  -Maryland  had  shown  that 
the  contingent  ftind  was  too  small,  and  tJiat 
$40,000  would  be  ropdred  instead  of  $80,000, 
he  was  willing  to  ^ve  it  But  he  desired  to 
give  it  to  be  disbursed  on  the  responribility 
of  the  Preffldent.  If  the  Administration  were 
satisfied  with  the  ftmd  as  it  now  stood,  he 
would  not  increase  it.  It  was  then  snfficient 
for  all  oontlngenoies,  and  no  augmentation  was 
asked  for.  But  he  was  not  disposed  to  appro- 
priate a  ram  saffloient  for  all  eontingenciea,  and 
$9,000  to  boot 

The  principle  contended  for  by  the  gentle- 
man ftom  Georgia,  that  the  Ezeontive  was  not 
to  be  held  responsible  for  the  expendituree  of 
his  Administration,  but  tiiat  Congress  was,  he 
utterly  disclaimed.  He  had  nothing  to  do  with 
snch  an  opinion.  He  held  up  both  his  hands 
against  it  If  true,  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it  ;  if  erroneous,  he  would protestagainstany  ap- 
plication of  the  sentiment  to  him.  He  held  the 
President  responsible  for  every  act  to  which 
he  bad  given  his  concmrence.  What  were 
they  to  do,  if  this  doctrine  were  to  be  sustain- 
ed ?  Conld  they  resort  to  the  elective  fran- 
chise tea  tlie  redress  of  their  grievances  ?  Snp- 

Ctiie  mfy'oritjT  of  Congress  detomined  to 
down  a  portion  of  the  people  to  the  earth 
by  taxation.  They  could  do  it,  but  not  with- 
ont  the  sanction  of  the  President.  What  are 
the  people  of  Vi^^ia  to  do,  when  Kew  York 
and  Pennsylvania  unite  to  impose  on  them 
burdens  which  they  were  not  able  to  bear? 
Were  they  to  go  to  the  ballot-box  for  relief  I 
There  were  bat  two  modes  of  operating — by 
public  opinion,  and  by  the  election  of  President 
The  Prwident  ought  to  be  exempt  from  all  par- 
tial, all  local  infiuences,  and  should  be  tiie  com- 
mon gnardian  of  all,  said  Mr.  T.,  of  us,  and  of 
yon.  Our  eompUunts  ought  to  be  made  to  him, 
and  it  is  his  duty  to  give  redress.  Entertuning 
fliese  views,  he  said  that  he  oonld  not  admit 
the  principle  of  the  gentleman  from  Geor^ 
to  be  correct 

He  adverted  to  the  injurious  tendency  of 
snch  a  doctrine,  at  a  time  when  the  number  of 
those  who  had  so  constantly  complained  of  the 
expenditures  of  Government  had  become  so 
few,  and  was  d^ly  diminishing.  The  few  con- 
sistent had  not  fallen  off  in  zeal.  Their  note 
was  not  less  loud.  Had  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  drom»ed  a  nn^e  word  or  syl- 
lable of  his  former  language  ?  Under  the  last 
Administraition,  who  had  pressed  upon  them 
with  a  heav7  hand,  they  had  cried  "give  ns 
T^et"  And  were  th^y  iu>w  to  be  sUoit^  ba* 
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cause  Chose  whom  they  had  advocated  were  in 
power?  Perhaps  they  might  always  have  to 
be  oppressed  hy  the  majority,  but  it  would  not 
be  with  their  own  consent  Let  not  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  tell  him,  then,  that  he  must 
not  make  the  President  responsible  for  acts  of 
extravagance  and  oppreaaion.  To  whom  was 
he  to  look  f  He  had  no  power  over  the  Senator 
from  Delamre,  or  the  Senator 'from  Ohio. 
He  wished  for  none.  The  constitntion  had 
macked  a  broad  line  b^ween  them.  He  conld 
only  then  resort  to  public  opinion.  It  was  im- 
possible that  he  conld  recognize  the  doctrine 
that  the  Preiddent  was  not  responsible  for  the 
measures  which  had  passed  both  Houses  of  Con- 
grots,  and  beoome  alaw  byhiasuuition.  - 


TuBSDAT,  April  24. 

WaahingUm*t  Statue. 

Hi.  Uilub  moved  to  amend  the  bin  by 
striking  ont  the  clause, 

"To  enable  Um  PMrident  to  oontcact  fiorastatne 
of  Oeoige  WashlDgton,  to  be  plaoed  In  the  xotoodo 
la  the  eapiUd,  6,000  dnUan." 

Kr.  M.  sfud  he  did  not  ol^ect  to  the  object  of 
the  (^jpropriation,  but  he  would  deny  the  right 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  make  s  con- 
tract without  the  assent  of  the  Senate,  and 
then  demand  from  the  Senate  an  appropriation 
to  carry  it  into  effect.  If  the  subject  of  the 
resolution  of  the  House,  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  employ  Mr.  Greenou^,  h^  been  the 
decoration  of  the  Hall  of  Representatives,  he 
would  not  have  objected  to  the  appropriation, 
as  it  would  have  been  within  the  exclusive 
province  of  the  House ;  but  it  related  to  the 
rotundo,  which  was  certainly  as  mach  within 
the  inrisdiotion  and  control  cmT  the  Senate  as  of 
theHonae. 

Ifr.  Smith  aaS&  that  no  conti«ct  had  been 
made  with  ISr.  Greenongh.  The  President  had 
merely  written  to  him,  advising  him  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  asking  whether  he  would  nndertake 
the  task.  No  appropriation  would  probably 
be  wanted  before  the  next  year,  find  no  incon- 
venien2e  could  arise  from  its  being  struck  oat. 

Mr.  Mabot  sud  that  he  had  been  infarm&d 
by  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Pablie  Build- 
ings of  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  there 
was  no  intention,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to 
nsnrp  exclusive  power  over  the  capitol.  They 
had  Intended  to  pass  a  joint  resolution ;  but, 
llinragh  inadvertence,  it  was  s offered  to  take 
the  form  of  a  simple  resolntion. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  FoBarrn, 
OsaHBua,  JoBoretoir,  and  Miller,  the  motion 
to  strike  ont  was  agreed  to.  The  biH  was  then 
OTdered  to  a  third  reading. 


ICoMDAT,  May  T. 
Stephen  Pletuanton. 
The  Idll  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Pleasanton 
[Fifth  AoAtor  of  the  Treasnx/,  making  him  an 


allowance  for  extra  services,  in  acting  as  So* 
licitor  of  the  Treasury]  was  then  read  a  third 
time ;  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  on  the  call  of  lb*. 
Mabot. 

The  passage  of  the  bill  was  opposed  in  some 
observations  from  Mr.  Mabot,  Mr.  Smith,  and 
Mr.  BcoKNBB ;  and  advocated  hy  Mr.  OnnirDT, 
Mr.  EBKLcramnnmr,  Mr.  Olatton,  and  Mr. 
Wrart. 

ill  was  contended  by  the  opponents  of  the 
that  these  payments  for  extra  services  was 
the  introduction  of  a  new  principle,  the  adop- 
tion of  which  would  fill  the  Senate  chamber 
with  applioantfi  for  similar  recompense ;  that  a 
public  officer  receiving  three  thousand  dollars  a 
year  was  bound  to  undertake  any  duties  which 
might  be  imposed  upon  him;  that  the  Third 
Auditor  had  performed  a  variety  of  extraordi- 
nary services,  and  had  never  called  for  eztraor* 
dinary  recompense ;  and  that  the  ^>plicant,  in 
this  ease,  puformed  these  extra  aerrioes  by 
meant  of  oleika  who  were  snffitdently  paid. 
On  the  otW  ude,  the  ground  taken  was  that 
no  man  was  expected  to  perform  more  than 
reasonable  service;  that  it  was  absurd  to  ex- 
pect the  exclusive  devotion  of  all  the  energies 
of  soul  and  body  to  the  purposes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  that  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  ex- 
pect such  devotion,  from  members  of  Congress, 
and  they  had  no  ri^ht  to  expect  it  from  others ; 
that  the  extra  duties  were  performed  by  the 
applicant  when  other  officers-were  enjoying  the 
luxury  of  repose ;  that  the  same  services,  for 
whidi  five  hundred  dt^lara  a  year  were  by  this 
bill  granted,  had  now  to  be  performed  at  a  cost 
of  more  than  five  thooaand  dollars  a  year;  that 
the  letters  and  instractlons  issued  by  the  appli- 
cant dnring  the  ten  years  in  which  he  perform- 
ed those  duUes,  filled  six  thousand  folio  pages; 
and  that  he  bad  postponed  his  claim  for  no 
other  reason  than  that  he  would  not  provoke 
the  jealousy  of  other  ofBoeis  of  the  Govern- 
ment.] 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  being 
taken,  was  decided  as  follows : 

TiAB.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Clay,  Clayton,  Du^ 
Icy,  Ellis,  Ewing,  FrelinKhaysen,  Qru&dj,  Holmes,' 
Knight,  if  iller,  NnadsiD,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Rob- 
bius.  Haggles,  Silebee,  fragile,  TazeweLl,  Tyler, 
WMgaman,  White,  WilUns— 24. 

H^.— Kmbts.  Bromi,  Bookner,  Foot,  Hendricks, 
ffiU,  Marey,  Moors,  iCoblnson,  Smith,  Upton,  Tom- 
Uoson — 11. 


Wn»BU>AT,  Mi^  9. 

Public  Land*. 

Mr.  DiCKBSSON,  pursuant  to  the  notice  which 
he  gave  yesterday,  moved  to  take  up  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  distribution  for  a  limited 
term  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  laads.  He 
stated  that  his  only  object,  at  present,  was  to 
dispose  of  the  pending  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  0(Hnmifr< 
tee  on  Public  i>ands.  Should  that  motion  be 
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negatiTed,  the  bill  might  be  taken  up  for  ^lii- 
euraioo  on  an  early  day  in.  the  next  week. 

Mr.  Kino  sud  he  should  not  have  risen  to 
detain  the  Senate  on  this  question,  but  for  a  re- 
mark Thioh  had  fallen  from  the  Senatw  from 
Eentooky,  (Mr.  Ola.t,)  when  the  eabject  was 
before  the  Senate  on  a  former  daj.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  had  stated  that  he  (Mr.  K.) 
had  taken  fire  at  the  suggestion  that  this  bill 
ought  to  be  brought  up  for  discussion ;  and  that 
he  bad  denounced  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Manofactares  as  unfair.  In  making  this 
statement,  tiie  Senator  from  Kentnoky  had  not 
done  him  jnitioe.  He  certainly  bad  not  taken 
fire  at  the  snggesdon ;  but  he  had  stated  that 
he  was  not  prepared  to  act  on  the  bill,  until  it 
should  have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pablic  Lands.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky 
had  also  charged  him  with  applying  the  term 
"  nnfiumess  "  to  the  report 

He  had  stated  that  it  was  calculated  to  make 
an  erroneous  impression  on  the  pnblio  mind,  on 
a  subject  which  was  of  general  importance,  bat 
which  was  vitally  interesting  to  the  State  which 
he  represented.  He  bad  certainly  not  intraded 
to  charge  the  Committee  on  Hanofactures  with 
any  intention  to  droolate  errooeons  opinions; 
bnt  he  bad  otmddowt  that  their  local  mtaatira, 
their  peculiar  haolts  of  tiiinking,  and  thdr 
loiowledge  of  the  snbiject  did  hot  qnalii]y  them 
to  come  to  oonclonmiB,  the  accuracy  of  which 
ought  not  to  he  disputed.  When  he  had  heard 
this  report  desoribed  by  members  of  the  Senate 
as  most  able,  most  enli^tened,  and  most  con- 
clusive, he  had  only  asked  that  it  might  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who 
were  conversant  with  the  whole  snbjeot,  for 
their  examination,  inasmach  as  the  Oommitt«e 
on  Manuf  actu  res  were  less  intimately  acqnainted 
with  it  If  the  arguments  were  so  able  that 
they  could  not  he  answered,  could  not  be  re- 
fiited,  or  proved  to  be  erroneoua,  its  ref^moe 
to  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands  conld  be 
prodaotiTe  of  no  ill  effect  on  Uie  report.  On 
the  contrary,  its  aconracy  would  be  the  more 
strongly  established  in  the  pnblio  mind. 

Mr.  Olat  inquired  if  the  motion  was  to  refer 
both  the  report  and  the  bill,  or  simply  the  bill. 

Mr.  Kino  replied  tiiat  he  had  divided  the 
qnestion,  and  confiq^  the  motion  to  the  refer- 
ence of  the  bill. 

Mr.  GLA.T  said  the  proposition  then  was  to 
refer  the  bill  without  the  report.  He  felt  ex- 
tremely happy  to  learn  that  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  had  determined  to  exhibit  no  feeling 
on  ^is  ent^eot,  bnt  to  keep  himself  free  from 
all  warmth  or  extdtement.  With  equal  truth, 
he  eoold  dedare  that  he  had  mme.  This  was 
a  great  subject  of  national  interest,  and,  in  its 
consideration,  every  thing  like  feeling  on^t  to 
be  eradicated ;  every  thing  like  party  banished 
from  the  walls  of  the  Senate.  It  was  a  subject 
interesting,  not  only  to  the  Senate,  and  not  cnly 
to  tiie  people  of  our  time,  but  it  was  one  in  the 
well-disposition  of  which  posterity  would  have 
•a  interest  for  huadreds  of  yean  to  come. 


[Mar,  1889: 

He  honed  the  moti(m  which  had  Iwen  mads 

by  the  Senator  from  Alabama  would  not  pre- 
vail ;  and  as  be  considered  the  sot^t  to  be 
one  of  the  highest  magnitude,  and  wi^ed  tfait 
his  name  might  be  recorded  on  the  question,  in 
order  to  show  his  course  to  those  to  whom  be 
was  responsible,  as  well  as  to  thoee  who  might 
omne  after  him,  he  would  not  take  his  ae«t 
without  asking  that  the  qiurtioD  be  taken  hj 
yeoa  and  na^ 

The  question  was  thra  taken  on  tiw  motkn 
to  refer,  as  follows : 

Tkis.— Kewra.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  EIBs,  For- 
syth, Qrandj,  Eayne,  Hendri^  HUI,  Kuia,  King, 
Hangum^  Marcy,  Miller,  Moon,  Fvdnitexter,  BeUl»* 
son,  SoUth,  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Troap,  While— 

Nits.— Messrs.  Bell,  BuclcDer,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dal> 
las,  Dickeraon,  Ewing,  root,  FrelinghnrseD,  Holncm^ 
Joh&Bton,  Enight,  l^adain,  Preotus,  BobUns,  Bi^ 
^ea,  Sej^oor,  SiUbee,  GpngUt  TomHaion,  Wa^ 
ganun,  Wilkins— 22, 

The  YioE  Pbesident  gave  his  vote  lA  the 
affirmative.  So  the  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  oarried  in 
the  affirmative. 


Thi:b8D1.t,  May  10. 
Po$t  Qgiee. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  establish  certain  post  offices  and 
post  roads,  and  to  discontinue  others. 

The  question  beinff  on  the  motion  Mr. 
Bibb  to  amend  the  hill  by  adding  a  section 
abolishing  the  postage  on  newspapers  after  the 
Ist  day  July, 

Mr.  CuTTON  concluded  the  remarks  wUob 
be  commenced  yesterday,  {nrther  oommentiog  on 
the  manner  which  the  investigation  instituted 
last  year  into  the  management  of  the  Peat 
Office  Department  was  arrested. 

Mr.  Qmsvr  made  an  explanatlm  (m  soma 
of  the  points,  espedaUy  in  refiuenoe  to  the  ex- 
tra allowances  giv«a  by  the  Fostmastor  Gok- 
eral  in  the  case  oS  Harrall,  and  the  Baltimore 
and  Washington  contract. 

Mr.  Houcss  succeeded,  making  some  addi- 
tional explanations  on  the  manner  in  whidi  the 
inquiries  of  the  sub-committee  last  year  wera 
met  at  the  department. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Bms,  and  determined  in 
the  negative,  as  follows : 

YEAa— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewiag, 
Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hayne,  Qolmes,  Johnrtoiii 
Knight,  Miller,  Moore,  Naudun,  Polodexter,  Pren- 
tiss, Bobbins,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Spngoe^ 
TomUnaon~22. 

Ni.TB. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buckner,  Dallas, 
DtckersoD,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsytti,  Gnmdy,  Hen- 
dricks, Hill,  Kane,  Kliu;,  Mansiun,  Marey,  Bobin- 
son.  Smith,  TazeweO,  Ifptou,  Troap,  Tyler,  White, 
WiUdna— 28. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended  in  its  de- 
Uuls,  and  was  reported  to  the  Senate.  The 


Pott  Ofioe. 
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ftmendmeDts  nude  ia  Oommittw  of  tlw  Whde 
w«re  ooooorrad  in. 


Tdisdat,  Vaj'15. 
Death  <tf  the  Sim.  J.  Bitnt. 

A  mcmagt  was  reodrad  from  the  Hoaae  of 
Befiresentatives  by  M.  St.  Clair  Olarke,  tlie 
t3iark  ot  the  Honae,  oommanleatiiig  the  death 
of  the  hononible  Jovathak  Hmr,  ft  member 
^  the  ^luw  of  RepreeentatiTes  from  the  Btite 
of  VermoDt  and  informliig  the  Senate  tiiat  the 
fbneral  of  we  deoeased  would  take  plate  to- 
morrow at  4  o^(dook  P.  U. 

The  meaaage  having  been  read, 

Hr.  I^ESTiM,  ^ter  a  fev  eal<wiado  nmarks 
on  the  private  and  pnbUo  worth  of  the  deoeaaed, 
moved  the  foUoviog  re8olati<Hi : 

BMohed,  That  the  Senate  wUl  atteed  th«  Amend 
of  the  hoMcable  Jokathak  Hour,  late  a  naember 
of  the  HoHW  of  RepresentativeB  from  the  State  of 
Termoat,  to-morrow  at  4  oVIock  ia  the  evening ; 
and,  as  a  tcstimon;  of  respect  for  the  memory  of 
the  deceased,  they  will  go  In  mourning,  and  wear 
crape  on  the  left  ana  tat  tidrty  days. 

Tlie  resolution  was  nuanimonsly  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Websteb  it  was  then  or- 
dered that  when  the  8«iate  a^joonia,  It  acDoam 
to  meet  on  Thursday. 

Ty»  Senate  then  a^Jovmed, 


Fbidat,  M17  18. 

PvMic  Landt, 

"ib.  Krao,  from  the  Committee  on  PnUic 
Landa,  to  which  was  reftoed  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Oonunittee  on  MannAwtores,  to  i4>pro- 
|wtate  for  a  limited  term  the  proceeds  of  tiie 
paliUc  lands,  made  a  volanunons  report  \  which 
was  read.  It  oondemns  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Oomnuttee  on  Hanoftotores,  and  reoommends 
a  rednotioQ  of  prices,  and  acceleration  of  sales. 
The  eonolaBion  of  the  report  recommends  that 
the  bill  reported  b^  the  Oommittee  on  Manu- 
factares  be  amended  so  as  to  rednoe  the  prioe 
of  the  poblic  lands  to  a  minimnm  of  one  ocular 
per  acre,  and  of  fifty  cents  per  acre  on  sadi 
lands  as  have  been  in  tike  market  abont  five 
yean,  and  to  strUn  ont  the  wlude  (tf  the  present 
bill,  exoept  the  olaose  which  allows  10  per  cent 
to  the  new  States,  and  to  inraease  tut  to  10 
percent. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  BoBoreoH,  &000  oopiee 
Uw  j«gatt  were  ord«ed  to  be  j^ted. 


TunnAT,  May  28. 

Colonel  John  Laurem. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  repreaentattves  (rf  Oolonel  J(An 
Lanrens. 

Ur.  BoBBiSB  said,  it  will  be  recollected  that 
tUa  Iti  a  claim  for  expenses  disbursed  on  a  for- 
dgn  mianon,  by  Otdonel  Iianreai^  due  by  tiie 


tiien  existing  asage  of  the  Government,  which 
was  to  pay  these  expenses  instead  <^  lowing 
an  outfit ;  due  also  by  an  express  resolution  « 
Congress.  Nothing  has  been  said,  uothiog  can 
be  Bud,  agMDst  the  merits,  the  iDtriosio  merits^ 
of  this  cium :  for  these  are  obvioosi  th^  are 
imlpable,  they  are  ondeniable. 

But  it  has  been  said  by  the  hwiorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Ur.  Tazbwbll,)  that  the 
chum  (not  denytog  its  Intriusio  merits^  how> 
ever)  is  stale ;  tiiat  it  ia  a  dormant  ol^m,  now 
dwrnant  fm*  forty  years ;  and  that,  thenfore^ 
It  OQ{^t  not  now  to  be  satisfied.  But  is  the 
fact  Bof  Has  this  tAaim.  been  so  dormantt 
FcMT  more  than  twenty  years  of  this  period 
there  was  no  VOB  in  this  country  to  represent 
and  to  prosecute  this  daim ;  and  for  more  than 
ten  years  of  this  period  it  has  been,  from  time 
to  time,  before  Congress,  in  one  House  or  the 
other.  And  let  me  tell  the  honorable  gentle* 
man  that  neither  House  of  Ooogresa,  nor  uiy 
oommittee  of  dther  House,  have  ever  expressed 
an  opinion  adverse  to  tiieae  intrintfo  mwita. 
Even  the  committee  of  whom  the  faiMioraUe 
gentleman  was  s  member,  did  not  report  ag^nst 
Its  intrinrio  merits.  They  say  expressly,  we 
abstun  from  giving  any  opinion  upon  the  mer- 
its ;  still  they  recommend  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  be  not  granted.  And  why? 
For  certain  reascms  embodied  in  the  report. 
And  what  are  these?  The  same  which  he  now 
urges  against  this,  and  which  I  am  canvassing. 

The  previous  report  in  favor  of  this  clidm, 
after  a  full  investig8ta<m  thereof  by  the  com- 
mittee, of  whom  Qovemor  Barbonr  was  chair- 
man, and  the  now  President  of  the  United 
States  was  then  a  member,  was  disagreed  to 
by  the  Senate^  not  for  the  want  of  merits  in 
the  daim,  bat  becanee  all  the  parties  to  the 
claim  were  not  at  that  time  parties  to  the  peti- 
tion. But  now  no  such  difficulty  exists ;  all  the 
parties  to  the  claim  are  parties  to  the  petitiMi* 
and  can  give  the  necessary  discharges.  I 
repeat,  that  neither  House  of  Congress,  and  no 
committee  of  either  House,  have  ever  expressed 
an  opinion  adverse  to  the  intrinsic  merits  of 
this  claim ;  no,  not  even  the  gentieman  himself, 
when,  as  a  member  of  a  committee,  be  investi- 
gated this  case ;  nor,  indeed,  has  he  now. 

But  to  return:  I  have  sud  that,  for  more 
than  twenty  years  of  this  delay,  there  was  no 
one  in  1^  oomtry  to  r^resent  and  to  {vose- 
outo  this  d^m.  The  acoounta  with  Oolonel 
Laurens  were  a^nsted  by  the  Treasury  in. 
1700 ;  then,  Henry  Laurens,  his  father,  was  an 
<^  man,  and  soon  after  died ;  he  died  in  1792. 
He  nevw  preferred  this  clum,  because,  as  has 
been  before  stated,  his  son  had  kept  no  account 
of  these  expenses,  and  had  made  no  charge  of 
them  against  the  United  States ;  and  becaose, 
as  he  states,  he  did  not  know  that  his  son  ever 
meant  to  make  the  claim.  After  his  death,  the 
daughter  of  Colonel  Laurens,  then  a  child,  went 
to  England  to  live  with  her  maternal  relatives, 
(Ookmd  Lanrens  had  married  in  England,) 
where  she  has  lived  ever  anoe^  and  now  Uvea, 
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Her  son,  and  onlj  sarriviag  child,  remuned  in 
England  for  bis  edncati  on  till  1 816,  wben  he  came 
to  his  patrimonial  ioheritance  in  South  Oarolina, 
where  he  now  is,  in  chai^  of  that  inheritance. 
About  three  years  after,  in  1828,  this  clum  was 
made,  and  a  petition  for  its  allowance  preferred 
to  Ck>Dgres8.  Here  let  me  bi^  tfaat  I  know  tiiis 
grandson  of  Oolonel  Laurens,  and  it  ^ves  me 
pleasure  to  say  that  I  do  not  know  a.  more 
amiable  young  man.  I  think  it  impossible  to 
know  him  as  I  do,  without  feeling  a  kindness 
for  him  for  his  amiable  disposition,  nor  without 
feeling  a  respect  for  him,  as  the  grandiMD  of 
Oolonel  Laurens.  Let  me  say  to  the  honorable 
gentleman,  that,  if  he  knew  him  as  I  doj  he 
never  could  have  the  heart  to  say  to  him: 
"  Sir,  this  your  hereditary  olaim  m^  be  just  in 
itself ;  but  it  has  remained  a  long  time  unsatis- 
fled,  and  therefore  ought  now  never  to  be  sat- 
isfied; nor  shall  it  be  if  I  can  prevrat  it. 
Aw^,  rir,  with  your  olidm,  and  never  let  me 
hear  ot  it  again  within  the  walls  <^  this  Bea- 

Is  it  posedble  that  langnage  like  this  ootdd  be 
held  to  the  descendant  of  Oolonel  Laurens,  ap- 
pealiog  to  the  justice  of  his  country  to  satisfy 
an  hereditary  clum,  acknowledged  to  be — at 
least,  not  denied  to  be— just  in  itself?  And  all 
for  a  laches  of  three  years  in  prosecuting  the 
claim:  for  that  is  all  the  laches  that  can  be 
teputed.  Where,  let  me  ask,  was  this  objec- 
tion when  the  widow  of  Oolonel  Hamilton  pe- 
titioned for  the  commutation  daim  for  account 
of  her  hnsbandf — a  claim  which  he  had  never 
made ;  a  claim  which  it  has  always  been  un- 
derstood he  had  expressly  waived ;  and  had 
recorded  that  waiver,  in  order  to  place  his  vote 
for  the  comnmtaUon  (he  was  then  a  member  of 
Congress)  above  the  suspicioo  of  an  interested 
motive.  Yet  that  claim  was  allowed,  together 
with  the  legal  interest  fi^  the  whole  interval  of 
time.  That  claim  had  indeed  slept,  was  io  fact 
dormant,  from  1783  to  1816 ;  more  than  Uiirty 
years ;  still  it  was  allowed.  The  act  was  in- 
deed due  to  the  family  of  that  great  man,  and 
did  honor  to  the  justice  of  the  oouutry.  But 
if  stalenesa  was  a  good  plea  against  a  claim 
just  in  itself  compared  with  uiis,  it  applied 
with  more  thim  teniiold  force  ag^nst  that ;  yet, 
agfunst  that,  it  was  not  made^  or,  if  made,  it 
did  not  previdL 

The  same  hoaorable  gentleman  has  also  said 
that  the  account  of  Oolonel  Laurens  has  been 
adjusted  and  closed  by  the  Treasury,  and  that 
to  open  this  account  would  be  a  precedent  of  a 
dangerous  tendency.  But  let  the  honorable 
genueman  reflect  that  it  is  not  proposed  to  open 
this  account,  nor  to  unsettle  this  settleipent ; 
no  such  thing.  It  is  simply  proposed  to  pay  a 
claim  just  in  itself  that  never  has  been  adjured 
by  the  Treasury ;  never  has  been  passed  upon 
by  the  Treasury  ;  never  has  been  before  the 
Treasury.  Why  it  was  not  presented  has  been 
explained,  repeatedly  explamed,  and  the  explfip 
nation  will,  donbtleM,  be  recidleoted.  Colonel 
Bomilton'a  aoooont,  tix^  had  bem  a^nsted  by 
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the  Treasury,  and  closed.  The  claim  to  his 
commutation  did  not  disturb  that  settlement, 
for  it  had  made  no  part  of  the  account ;  it  left 
the  settlement  good  for  all  it  professed  to  set>- 
tle.  Neither  does  the  claim  to  these  ezpeDHes 
distorb  the  settlement  in  this  case,  fat  it  had 
made  no  part  of  the  account ;  nw  iren  they 
passed  upon  by  the  Trearair;  the  aetUranmt 
IS  left  good  for  all  it  profeesed  to  settle. 

It  is  true  there  is  a  claim  to  a  trifling  amount 
beside,  growing  ont  of  errors  appearing  on  the 
face  of  the  account,  but  for  Has  elum  the  set- 
tlement itself  is  the  voucher ;  and  the  claim  is 
made  because  the  settlement  itself  gives  a  title 
to  it ;  just  as  good  a  title  as  a  certiflcate  of  the 
IVeaanry,  certifying  that  amount  to  be  unpaid 
and  still  due. 

But  one  word  as  to  the  sacredness  of  a  set- 
tlement once  made  by  the  Treasury.  Let  it  be 
sacred,  if  yon  please,  with  the  Treasury  itself; 
let  the  Tteasory^  thenoeforth,  oease  to  finve 
any  control  over  it.  But  Is  it  to  tie  tlie  hands 
of  OoDgresB,  whatever  injustice  may  have  been 
done  by  the  settlement !  If  a  daim  has  be«i 
disallowed  by  the  Treasury,  which  ought  to 
have  been  allowed,  and  tliat  made  dearly  to 
appear,  is  there  to  be  no  redress  t  Neither  at 
the  Treasury  nor  by  Oongresst  Is  this  the 
miserable  situation  of  a  just  clumant  upon  the 
Qovemment!  No,  sir;  no,  indeed,  sir,  it  is 
not.  For  Innumerable  almost  have  been  the 
appeals  from  the  injustice  of  Treasury  settle- 
ments to  the  justice  of  Congress  for  relief;  and 
when,  let  me  ask,  has  relief  been  denied,  if  a 
^ust  claim  to  it  has  been  made  ont  dearly  and 
mdieputably  ?  That  relief^  to  the  honw  of  the 
public  justice  be  it  spoken,  though  it  has  s<nne- 
times,  perhaps  too  often,  been  delayed,  has 
never,  I  believe,  been  finally  refused.  Had  not 
the  accounts  of  Governor  Tompkins  and  Presi- 
dent Monroe  been  settled  at  the  Treasury  t 
And  did  not  both  petition  Congress  for  relief 
against  the  ii\)a8tioe  of  that  settlement  ?  And 
did  not  Congress  grant  relief — that  settlement 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding?  Yes,  most 
certunly.  .1  refer  to  hig^  examples,  it  is  true ; 
and  perhaps  some  may  think,  therefore,  not 
(q>plicable  to  ordinary  cases.  But  justice  knows 
not  the  face  of  man  in  her  decrees ;  she  knows 
nothiog  of  high  nor  low :  she  gives  notbing  to 
renown  for  itself;  ahe  denies  nothing  to  ob- 
BcaritTj  because  unknown ;  she  says,  and  die 
accordmgly  decrees — 

"  Trofl,  Tyriosque,  mihi  nuUo  discrindne  agetor." 

But,  if  she  did  make  these  discoiminations,  I 
should  not  disparage  the  names  of  Tompkins  and 
Monroe ;  nor  would  they,  if  living,  think  theirs 
disparaged,  by  being  associated  in  uie  regards  of 
tiieir  country  with  the  name  of  Laurens.  Neither 
would  they  challenge,  nor  wonld  any  one  did- 
lengefor  them,  a  higher  distinction.  But  let  it 
be  remembered  that  their  daims  bad  been  passed 
upon  by  the  IVeasnzy,  had  been  disallowed  hy 
the  Treasnrr,  and  were  barred  tbmby  K  fa 
as  that  oonld  bar  them ;  hut  that  this  claim  of 
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lAnreDB  never  has  been  paased  upon  by  the 
Treasury ;  never  has  been  before  the  Treasary ; 
it  is  indiapatable ;  it  is  inst  in  itself ;  it  has 
never  been  satisfied.  And  will  the  Seiute  now 
say  it  never  shall  be  satisfied  f 

A  word  more,  and  1  have  done.  Something 
has  been  said  by  the  honorable  ^ndanan  from 
Maine,  not  to  derogate  from  the  mtrinslo  merits 
of  this  claim,  but  to  disparage  the  personal 
merits  of  Gwcmel  Lanrans— 4iow  beoomin^y, 
let  1^6  bisto^  of  his  ooontry  bear  witness. 
That  hiatory  has  recorded  lanrd  after  laorel 
conferred  apon  lum  by  his  ooantry,  to  attest 
ber  grateful  sense  of  his  high  and  glorions  mer- 
its These  recorded  honors  have  long  since 
fathered  romid  Lis  tooth;  they  now  thicken 
over  it,  and  will  forever  adorn  IL  So  long  as 
the  sentiment  of  gratitude  shall  beat  in  the 
bosom  of  his  country  at  the  recollection  of  her 
revolutionary  martyrs,  these  recorded  honors 
shall  fioorish  in  immortal  verdure;  and  even 
if  it  were  posnble  for  this  sentiment  of  grati- 
tade  to  die  in  the  boeom  itf  his  ooontrr,  they 
woald  still  flourish  In  history  to  Mndle  the  sen- 
timent of  admiration  in  every  other.  For,  bo 
long  as  this  language  shall  last,  be  spoken,  or 
nad ;  wherever,  in  all  future  time,  tiie  sublime 
virtues  of  patriotic  devotion  and  heroic  bearing 
diall  away  the  i^ections  of  the  human  heart, 
tbe  name  of  Laurens  wiU  be  the  theme  of  un- 
mingled  praise,  as  the  hero  above  fear,  as  the 
patriot  beyond  reproach.  I  confess  I  felt  hurt 
that  an  American  Senator  in  the  American 
Senate — the  proudest  theatre  in  the  world,  and 
that  erected  on  the  blood  of  oar  revolntionary 
heroes,  should  indulge  a  wish  to  cast  a  shade, 
even  if  he  could,  upon  one  of  the  brightest 
names  in  that  host  The  fact  alluded  to,  if  it 
were  ft  fkot,  woidd  not,  in  my  opinion,  cast  a 
shade,  nor  even  the  shadow  of  a  shade,  upon 
that  bri^t  name.  It  would  only  prove  that, 
in  that  instance,  as  in  every  other,  the  love  of 
country  predominated,  aud  was  his  ruling  pas- 
Aon.  Kor  did  he  pursue  his  honorable  ena  by 
dishonorable  means.  He  did,  with  the  fhnds 
of  his  country  in  bis  hands,  what  he  had  a  right 
to  do ;  what  his  duty  to  his  country  reqaired 
him  to  do ;  and  for  doing  which  he  had  the 
utprobation  of  his  country,  and  her  recorded 
^nks.  I  do  not  complain  of  the  irtatement, 
therefore,  for  its  possible  effect  to  pre[udloe  the 
pure  fiune  ot  Oolonel  Laurens,  but  for  its  Kp- 
parent  Intent. 

For  the  moat  preoioas  of  all  treasure  which 
■ny  country  can  possess,  is  the  fame  of  her 
great  men.  It  is  that  alone  which  renders  any 
country  resplendent  in  the  eyes  of  every  other. 
The  elarum  et  vmarabiU  nomen,  in  every  in- 
Btanoe,  as  wefl  as  in  that  which  the  poet  cele- 
brates, brings  much  to  onr  city.  Ijiat  fame 
endures  forever :  it  survives  all  the  revolutions 
and  the  rav^es  of  time;  even  those  which 
leave  the  country  itself  a  wreck,  even  tliose 
which  blot  the  nation  itself  out  of  existence ; 
even  then  it  still  survives  to  become  the  prop- 
erty of  mankind,  and  to  do  honor  to  the  apedfla, 


and  especially  to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of 
the  depu*ted  nation.  But  its  great  value  is  this 
— ^it  is  prolific  of  great  men ;  beyond  any  thing 
and  every  thing  else,  it  awakens  and  supplies 
fuel  to  that  noblest  of  all  sentiments,  the  love 
of  country ;  it  excites  and  leads  on  to  a  per- 

Eetual  emulation  in  the  race  of  glory.  What  a 
eart,  then,  must  I  have,  if  I  oonld  indu^^  a 
wish  to  dishonor  a  name  that  does  honor,  and 
will  forever  do  bonOTj  to  the  name  of  "my  ooun- 
tryt 

Mr.  Tazkwzu,  opposed  the  claim.  Its  justice 
did  not  rest  on  the  services  of  the  deceased, 
for  he  did  not  deny  their  merit,  or  that  they 
entiUed  him  to  the  eulo^um  pronounced  on  hu 
memory^  in  tiie  language  of  the  Senator  from 
Bbode  Islan^  as  elarum  et  ven&rabile  ntmen ; 
bat  it  was  right  to  go  back  to  their  merits,  and 
ask,  is  there  any  money  due  or  not?  The 
claim  had  been  before  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives before  now,  and  as  often  rejected.  It 
h&d  become  the  practice,  when  a  dum  was  re- 
jected in  one  House,  to  bring  it  forward  in  the  ' 
other,  and  there  It  vibrateoL  till  at  length  a 
favorable  report  was  obtdneOf  and  then  it  was 
again  preferred  with  the  recommendation  of 
having  passed  one  of  the  legislative  bodies. 
But  even  this  did  not  hold  good  respecting  the 
present  bill ;  for  as  often  as  it  was  brought  for-  * 
ward  in  either  House,  it  had  received  reiterated 
rejections.  It  was  not  analogous  to  the  case  of 
Oolonel  Hamilton.  The  dums  of  Colonel 
Laurens  had  already  been  settied,  even  before 
the  formation  of  the  present  Gfovemment,  and 
his  receipt  received  for  the  payment  of  every 
cent  due.  Such  was  not  the  case  as  regarded 
Colonel  Hamilton ;  there  was  no  doubt  of  the 
debt  doe,  and  no  nub  receipt  existed,  for  the 
strong  reason  that  notiking  bad  previously  been 
paid.  Colonel  L.  died  in  1781  or  *82,  and  now 
a  was  advanced,  with  compoond  Interestf 
four  times  a  year  for  forty  years.  Who  ever 
heard  of  the  like  ?  For  these  several  reasons 
he  should  oppose  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  supported  by  Mr.  Hathe,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Shitb  and  Mr.  Makouu. 

The  qu^tion  was  then  put,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  by  the  following 
vote : 

Tua. — ^Messrs.  Backner,  Chambers,  CU^too, 
Clay,  Dallas,  Dudley,  Ewins,  Frelinghuysen,  Hayne, 
:  Johnston,  Knieht,  Miller,  Moore,  Foiadezter,  Fren- 
Usa,  Bobbins,  ^lBbee,^)ragiie,  Tipton,  Tondinson, 
WaggamaD,  Webster,  WiUdns— 28. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bdl,  Diekenon,  Foot,  Omndy, 
Hendricks,  Mangum,  Marcy,  Bn^lfls,  Smith,  Taw* 
well,  White— 11. 

Bant  <tf  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Dallas,  pursuant  to  the  notice  he  had 
given  some  days  before,  moved  that  the  Senate 
now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  tn 
modify  and  continue  the  act  incorporating  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  ot  the  United  States. 

The  moti<Hi  was  agreed  to— yeas  2i. 

Mr.  Dallam  then  Btftted,  that,  having  brooght 
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this  Question  before  tha  Senate,  he  shoold  con- 
tent hiiQself  with  this  saooesa,  and  would  not, 
at  this  late  hour  of  the  day,  enter  into  the  views 
which  he  proposed  to  present  to  the  Senate. 
He  woold  tberafore  more  that  the  Senate  now 
adjaam;  and 
The  Senate  a^joomed. 

Wbdnksdat,  Hay  98. 

Hr,  PoiNDEZTEB  moved  that  the  Senate  now 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion reported  him  some  time  sinoe,  author- 
izing the  Preaiaeut  to  cause  an  equestxian  statue 
of  General  Washington  to  be  executed,  bat  the 
Senate  refused  to  sustain  the  motion. 

Sani  of  the  United  States — Seeharter. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  modify 
and  continue  the  act  to  incorporate  the  sob- 
Bcribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
.  Mr.  Dallas  said:  The  great  question  in- 
volved in  the  bill  then  under  consideration 
was,  whether  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
wodd  prolong  the  existence  of  a  national  insli- 
tution  erected,  sixteen  years  ago,  for  wise  and 
salutary  purposes.  Shall  it  be  permitted  to 
expire,  agreeablj  to  the  limitation  ai  its  char- 
ter, on  the  8d  of  Maioh,  1886  ?  Undoobtedly 
the  qoestion  was  of  conrid«able  impwfcsnoe : 
of  importance  to  tiie  political,  finanwal,  and 
commercial  interests  of'^the  ooantry,  the  whole 
country ;  of  importance  to  the  American  people 
in  their  diversified  transactions  of  trade,  in  the 
every-day  affairs  of  life,  in  tiie  necessity  of  pre- 
paring themselves  for  such  a  shock  to  their  so- 
cial condition  and  active  employments,  as 
must  inevitably  follow  upon  a  decision  adverse 
to  the  continuance  of  the  corporation.  High 
and  momentous  as  the  question  was,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  encountered  and  canvassed  by  the 
Senate  as  one  purely  and  merely  of  legislative 
bunnefis;  divested  (Mf  bias  or  pnjjadioe  of  eveiy 
kind ;  with  a  ringle  new  to  the  discdiaiige  a£  a 
representotivi)  duty  to  the  oommaoity  at  large. 
It  was,  indeed,  impossible,  seeing  what  we  oon- 
Utantij  saw,  and  reading  dmly  what  daily  op- 
peared  in  the  newspapers  of  every  quarter  of 
the  country,  not  to  know  that  considerations 
natnraUy  extraneoos  and  irrelevant  had  grad- 
ually become  mixed  up  with  this  qnestion,  and 
had  given  it  a  character  and  direction  alike  for- 
eign and  injurious  to  it.  He  would  invoke  from 
the  wisdom,  and  virtue,  and  patriotism,  of  the 
grave  cooncil  he  addressed,  the  calmest,  the 
moat  candid,  and  most  upright  reflection:  at 
'least,  if  it  were  impossible  to. throw  aside  all 
feeling  or  prepossession,  he  was  confident  that 
every  Senator  would  straff  to  repress  and 
isubdud  it :  be  felt  no  doubt  that  such  would  be 
the  prevuling,  if  not  universal,  disposition.  In 
the  absoioe  of  all  improper  feeling,  affecting 
the  suUeot,  he  mi^t  be  allowed  to  say  as  to 
himself,  personally,  that  he  should  perhaps 
stand  in  need,  if  not  on  the  present,  perhaps  on 
some  fbtare  oocanona,  of  the  indulgence  of  the 
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Senate;  when  he  eoofessed  the  existuice  of 
that  species  of  bias  which  cannot  but  in  some 
degree,  though,  he  trusted,  not  in  a  measore  to 
blind  or  miuead  his  judgment,  arise  from  aa 
undying  and  ever-increasing  veneration  for  the 
wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  author  of  the 
charter  now  under  discussion.  This  was  tite 
only  feeling  of  which  he  was  at  all  conscious. 

The  Senate  had  been  impelled  to  the  dis- 
charge of  this  piece  of  legislative  business  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  and  by  countless  memorials 
and  petitions.  The  voluminous  papers  which 
were  crowded  to  the  Secr^ary's  desk,  evet 
since  its  intvodnoticm,  speak  no  ordinary  lan- 
onagB,  A  very  laive  number  of  the  cituans  of 
uie  United  States,  m  t^elr  separate  and  indU 
vidnal  capacities,  affixed  their  ngnatures  to 
these  documents,  and  interposed  tueir  earnest 
prayers  that  tlUs  institution  should  be  pndmig- 
ed  in  duration.  Many  public  oorporatiwuir 
actively  engaged  in  the  business  of  ue  world, 
even  those  of  a  rival  character,  competitors  in 
the  vast  money  transactions  of  the  country, 
having  felt,  frankly  acknowledge  its  beneficial 
.  inflnence,  and  had  transmuted  uieir  memorials, 
anxi<rasly  as  well  as  generously  requestiujg  the 
renewal  of  the  charter.  Bising  a  st^  hwier, 
numerous  assonbUes  of  the  people,  in  the  Easty 
the  West,  and  the  North,  omvened  solely,  but 
<^>enly  and  nndisgnlsedly,  to  deliberate  upon  thia 
matter,  had,  with  the  imponng  weight  to  whicb 
such  assemblies  are  always  entitied,  forwarded 
their  solicitous  petitions  for  the  renewal  of  tiie 
charter.  And  one  step  still  farther :  many  of 
the  le^sl^ve  bodies  of  the  rewective  States  of 
the  Union,  those  very  bodies  whose  voices  call- 
ed into  officii  being  the  members  of  the  Sesk- 
ate,  in  the  formality  of  constitutional  represent- 
ative deliberation,  and  under  the  solemn  re- 
sponsibilities of  their  stations,  appealed  to 
Congress  in  &vor  of  this  bank,  and  invoked 
such  action  as  would  prolong  its  existence. 
Indeed,  it  would  se«n  aa  if  our  feUowHuttxeuL 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  in^vidually  ana 
0(^ectiveIy,  had  attentively  listened  to  the 
voice  of  their  present  Chief  Magistrate,  ij 
whom  they  had  been  wisely  invited  to  the  ont- 
sidenttion  of  the  subject  more  than  two  yean 
ago;  and  had,  now  that  the  proper  occa^oa 
arrived,  come  forward  to  express  the  results  of 
that  oonfflderation,  witii  imequivocal  prayers 
for  the  re-enactment  of  the  charter.  To  s 
pressure  so  perfectly  legitimate  in  its  dutracter, 
and  distioot  and  respectful  in  its  tone,  Congress 
could  not  be  insensible.  The  Senate,  he  donbV 
ed  not,  woold  respond  to  it,  at  least  by  diqus- 
log  of  the  question  as  om  <n  Nugent  If^pslative 
business.  It  was  th^  doty  to  temunate 
one  way  or  another. 

The  chief  feature  of  the  bill  reported  by  the 
committee,  and  now  before  the  Senate,  was  its 
first  section,  containing,  as  it  does,  an  allow- 
anoe  of  the  prayers  of  the  man^  luemorialisti 
to  whom  he  nad  referred,  by  continuing  in  force 
and  operation  the  act  inoonrarating  uie  Bank 
of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  fifteen 
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J 'ears.  In  recommending  this,  the  committee 
ooked  to  the  national  institution;  its  atrao- 
tnre,  its  purposes,  its  tendencies,  its  necessarr 
and  Dtttaral  coarse  of  operations,  its  Umitatiotis, 
conditions,  and  restrictions,  as  it  emanated  from 
the  legisLative  mould  sixteen  jrears  ago.  And 
they  coold  discern  no  reason  for  anj  tmbstantial 
change.  They  conld  not  be  affected,  in  the 
formation  of  this  jadgment,  hy  any  scmtiny 
into  the  personal  condnct  or  motives  of  those 
to  whose  management  the  general  powers  of 
the  corporation  had,  at  any  time,  been  confided. 
The  abnse  of  a  pnhlio  office  may  disqualify  its 
incumbent,  but  furnishes  no  argument  whnt- 
erer  for  the  abolition  of  the  office  itself.  Every 
tiling  which  human  ingenuity  has  devised,  or 
oan  aerise,  for  good,  may  be  iiusq>pUed,  and 
he  made  the  means  of  miachiet  The  most  be- 
neficent trusts,  guarded  in  the  most  carefnl 
manner,  may  be  unfiuthfally  administered  by 
bad  and  selfish  agents.  What  office,  le^slative, 
judicial,  or  executive,  could  be  permanent, 
could  escape  early  destruction,  if  its  existence 
were  made  dependent  upon  the  wisdom,  purity, 
and  virtue  of  the  human  being  who  happened 
to  hold  it?  With  such  a  principle,  we  should 
be  forever,  and  perhaps  ev&ry  year,  remodelling 
our  whole  Government  organization,  abolish- 
ing establishments,  offices,  and  institutions; 
reconstructing  a  fresb.  series  only  that  the  per- 
petually recnmng  frdltles  of  man  might  lead 
mSa  and  unceasingly  to  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion and  renovation. 

The  essential  and  paramonnt  otfjects  for  the 
ensotanent  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  in  1816, 
were  doubtiess  well  remembered  by  the  Sen- 
ators present.  They  were,  the  establishment 
of  a  sound  and  uniform  national  cnrrency ;  the 
creation  of  a  fit  instmment  for  the  collection 
and ' diatribntion  of  the  public  revenue;  the 
restoration  of  specie  payments,  then  nnlawfully 
suspended  by  all  the  State  banks,  the  sole 
manufactories  of  the  circulating  medlnm:  and 
the  designation  of  a  saib  wency  wherewith  to 
&cilitate  the  general  financial  operations  of  the 
Ooveniment  Etoit  hour's  experience,  since 
the  declaration  of  independence,  had  proved  the 
vast  importance  of  these  olijects,  from  the  cre- 
ation of  the  Bank  of  North  America,  under  the 
auspices  of  Bobert  Uorris,  in  1781,  to  that  of 
the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States,  protected 
by  Alexander  Hamilton,  in  1791,  and  especially 
during  the  five  years  of  peace  and  of  war  which 
intervened  between  the  expiration  of  the  char- 
ter in  1811,  and  its  revival  in  a  new  form  in 
1816.  Bnriug  ^he  forty-three  years  which 
have  elapsed  smce  the  adoption  <^  the  consti- 
tntion,  the  country  has  been  without  a  national 
bank  only  seven  years;  the  national  objects 
adverted  to,  were,  of  course,  for  those  seven 
years  wholly  ne^eoted ;  and  it  can  be  asserted 
without  danger  of  denial,  that  Ave  of  tiioee 
years  teemed  with  more  coinmer<nal  disaster, 
fiscal  embarrassment,  trading  inconvenience, 
and  fraudulent  money  transactions,  than  were 
witnessed  before,  or  than  can  poartfoly  be  wit- 
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'  nessed  during  the  existence  of  a  wisely  and 
ducreetly  a^inistered  Bank  of  tiie  United 
States.  He  (Mr.  D.)  forbore  making  references 
to  historical  facts,  further  than  was  absdutely 
necessary.  They  were  familiar  in  the  actual 
experience,  and  fresh  in  the  memory  of  those 
whom  he  addressed ;  and  they  were  abundant 
to  prove  the  vast,  the  vital  importance  of  the 
objects  he  had  enumerated  as  tne  fundamental 
objects  contemplated  hy  the  charter  of  1816. 

The  attainment  of  these  great  objects  was, 
however,  to  he  accomplished  in  a  manner  com- 

Eatible  with  a  jealous  protection  of  the  political 
berties,  a  fall  security  of  the  civil  rights,  an 
anxious  soUoitnde  for  the  ocmvenienee,  and  an 
ardent  denre  for  tiie  socnal  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  tiie  whole  American  pec^e.  Henoe, 
while  a  bank  was  seleeted  as  the  means  for 
eflbotuatin^  the  detired  purposes,  the  act  of  its 
incorporation,  its  charter,  was  loaded  with  mul- 
tiplied, efficacious,  and  insurmountable  restric- 
tions and  limitations ;  the  supervisory  interpo- 
sition of  the  Government  was  established ; 
summary  proceediiu;s  were  pre-ordained  for 
investigatioD  and  judicial  trial ;  and  the  highest 
penalties  prescribed  for  infractions  of  the  char- 
ter. Every  necessary  mode  of  reaching  the 
coiporation,  either  to  correct  its  abuses,  to  con- 
trol its  tendenciee,  or  to  punish  its  illegal  acts, 
was  ear^Uy  dialked  oat  in  advance,  and  held 
within  the  pover  of  national  l^^lation.  He 
(Mr.  D.)  wmM  not  enter  upon  a  detiuled  re- 
view <a  the  provisions  of  the  charter ;  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  people  are  alike  well  informed  of 
them  all;  and  he  would  only  add,  that  the 
committee  believed  no  more  perfect  mode  of 
achieving,  and  of  still  preserving,  now  that  they 
are  achieved,  the  great  national  objects  to 
which  he  had  referred,  can  be  devised,  than 
the  one  delineated  in  that  instrnment. 

Nor  could  the  committee  be  insensible,  not 
merely  to  the  inutility,  but  to  the  positively 
disastrous  oonseqnenoes,  to  the  people,  md  to 
t^i^  Government,  of  snbatitnting,  for  the  pres- 
ent, anotiier  Bank  of  the  United  States;  of 
compelling  this  to  dfoae  its  enormous  burinese^ 
or  to  transfer  It  to  oUier  hands ;  of  leaving  Che 
immense  interests  of  the  indnstrious,  enterpris- 
ing, and  prosperoQs  people  of  our  country,  to 
the  extent  of  more  thaiv  a  hundred  millioua  of 
dollars,  to  be  rapidly,  if  not  suddenly,  shifted  in 
arrangement,  responsibility,  and  connection ;  or 
of  again  committing  the  monetary  system  of 
the  entire  confederacy  to  the  charge  of  local 
and  detached  ^d  conflicting  State  institutions, 
over  which  no  control  whatever  could  be  ex- 
ercised. Snob  an  nnnecessary,  involuntary, 
forced  diveTsion  of  the  great  streams  of  com- 
mercial and  moneyed  operations  could  not  bd 
effected  witiiont  incalculable  and  incurable  in- 
jury to  every  class,  and  especially  to  the  labo- 
rious, and  most  worthy,  and  most  nsefnl  class, 
uid  without  sacrificing  many  of  the  great  pur- 
poses of  Government  for  which  the  constitution 
was  formed.  Wherefore,  indeed,  should  such 
an  experiment  be  made?  The  practical  (^enk 
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tions  of  the  existiiifr  bank,  under  its  now  ma- 
tured system,  have  attun^  ever?  desired  ob- 
ject The  correnoy  is  uniform,  and  represent- 
ing a  meti^ie  basis;  it  ia  better  £[>r«U  pnipows 
than  gold  or  silver.  Tlie  collectifni  and  fistsi- 
bntion  of  the  naUon^s  revenne  are  gently,  aifely, 
uid  satisfactorily  effected^  FaoUiUes  of  every 
description  bad  been  experienced  in  the  finan- 
cial movements  of  the  Government.  Salutary 
checks  and  remedies  had  been  applied  to  the 
irregolarittes  and  fluctnations  of  foreign  and 
domestic  ezohanffes.  And  in  all  parts  of  the 
coaotry,  particularly  in  the  progressive  and 
enterprising  regions  of  tlie  West,  capital  and 
accommodtttion,  at  all  times  md  without  stint, 
had,  in  a  manner  aiike  salutary  and  judicious, 
been  accorded  to  the  people.  Whatever  may 
have  been  the  few  exceptions  to  the  general 
good  condnot  of  the  oflSoera  and  wenta  of  the 
bank— offioers  and  agenta  neoessarih'  Ui  distant 
from  the  seat  of  direction  at  Philadelphia; 
however  ocoaaionally  an  incident  may  have 
occurred,  exceptionable  or  equivocal  in  its 
oharacterj  at  one  extremity  or  another  of  this 
organization,  necessarily  as  expanded  as  our 
territory ;  still,  all  men  of  business  must  come 
to  the  condu^on  that,  on  the  whole,  it  had 
worked  well;  it  had  prodnoed  more  benefit 
than  they  by  whom  it  was  originally  framed 
had  anticipated,  and  it  had  produced  less  in- 
juiy,  if^  indeed,  it  can  Justiy  be  (ditt^eable  with 
any,  tluu&  was  ftared  by  those  who  <^qMBed  its 
establiahnient.  To  raeak  of  it  in  tenns  of  nn- 
qodified  panegyrio,  ne  (Mr.  D.)  was  not  pre- 
pared ;  but  certainly  it  would  be  extravagaikt 
to  expect  more  to  be  accomplished,  and  to  be 
aocompluhed  in  a  better  manner,  by  an  insti- 
tution so  complicated,  so  cumbersome  in  size, 
BO  detached  in  parts,  and  of  coarse  liable,  like 
all  other  human  agencies,  to  be  more  or  less 
affected  by  the  frulties,  the  follies,  or  the  pas- 
fdoDfl  of  the  human  beings  who  compose  or  im- 
pel it 

Intentionally  avoiding  any  anticipation  of 
tiie  objeetions  which  may  be  made  to  the  pas- 
sage <a  the  bilL  Mr.  D.  confined  himself  to  this 
general  view  of  the  reasons  which  influenced 
tbo  committee  in  reporting  the  re-enaotment  of 
the  charter.  Bhomd  the  discnssion  make  it 
necessary  hereafter,  he  felt  assured  that  every 
difficulty  may  be  briefly  and  frankly  sur- 
mounted. 

He  had  now  sud  all  that  he  deemed  it  ma- 
teria or  proper  to  say  at  this  opening  stage  of 
the  discussion  on  the  bill.  He  was  conscious 
that  much  might  be  added:  but  he  was  not 
desirous  to  anticipate  objections,  and  would  re- 
fill from  ftirther  trespassing  on  the  attention 
of  the  Senate,  until  a  sense  of  duty  compelled 
him  to  it 

Ur.  Bkhtoh  then  inonired  if  it  waa  the  in- 
tention of  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  nrge  on  the 
Ascnscdon,  before  the  documents  ordered  to  be 
printed  were  laid  on  the  tables. 

Mr.  Dallas  disclaimed  any  such  intention. 
He  though  it  probable  that,  if  the  Senate  were 
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□ow  to  adjourn,  tiie  reports  and  docomoitB 
might  be  furnished  by  the  time  the  Senate 
would  meet  to-morrow.  He  had  expected  thai 
the  documents  would  have  been  printed  before 
tiiis  day,  when  he  gave  notice  tn  his  intention 
to  call  op  ^e  bilL  He  was  not  disposed  to 
nrge  the  discussion  any  further,  until  the  whole 
of  the  information  was  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WsBsiKB  said  that  no  one  wished  to  con- 
tinue the  discussion  until  all  the  lights  which 
could  be  shed  oa  the  subject  were  obtained. 
But  he  might  not  be  disposed  to  wfut  until  all 
the  documents  ordered  by  the  -other  Honse 
coold  be  printed.  These  documents  were  not 
under  the  control  of  the  Senate.  They  had 
reached  a  If^  period  of  the  session.  The  voice 
(tf  the  oountiy,  if  it  demands  any  thing,  de- 
mands lef^alative  aotirai  <hi  this  stu^ect  Two 
or  tliree  weeto  ago  the  Honse  (vdered  tlieie 
docnments  to  be  printed,  and  he  had  bem  dafly 
expecting  them.  The  different  reports  had 
been  pubUshed  ia  the  nvwepa^en :  and  he  was 
desirous  to  see  the  documents  on  which  these 
reports  were  grounded,  but  he  was  not  disposed 
to  wait  very  long.  It  would  be  recollected 
that  the  report  of  tiie  committee  of  the  Honse 
was  hostile  to  the  institution.  They  might  not 
therefore  see  the  importance  of  expedituig  the 
printing,  as  the  other  side  did.  At  any  rate,  it 
was  not  a  suMeot  over  which  the  Senate  had 
any  contarol.  He  hoped  the  papers  might  be 
expected  without  any  ftarther  delay.  He  was 
not  willing  to  posh  the  dtscnsmon  against  the 
inolinationB  of  Settat(»t^  but  he  was  nnwilliiw 
to  put  uff  the  disoosriMi  too  £ur.  He  was  will- 
ing to  go  into  executive  business  this  afternoon, 
to  give  time  for  the  documents  to  be  ftimished. 
Bat  he  could  not  consent  to  put  this  question 
aside.  It  was  late  in  the  session;  they  had 
reached  the  nsnal  period  of  a^jonniment  A 
long  notice  had  twen  given,  and  he  was  auidovs 
that  the  discosnon  shonld  now  proceed,  witli- 
out  interruption,  until  its  termination. 

Jit.  Qeundt  said  he  entirely  concurred  with 
the  Senator  from  Massachnsetts  as  to  the  im- 
portance 1^  going  on  with  thia  disonsrion :  and 
he  hapeA  tlw  Sraate  woold  go  into  exetntivo 
budnen  until  the  documents  shooU  be  fnr^ 
nished. 


Thubsdat,  May  24. 

A  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Rob- 
bins,  referring  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  li- 
braiy  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting 
an  equestrian  statue  of  Washington,  ezecnted 
in  bronze,  in  the  square  east  of  ue  ci4;»itol,  was 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 


Ymxr,  May  25. 

Saltimen  and  OMo  EaUromdr-a^mripUm  U 

Stock. 

Mr.  Ohamrbbb  moved  that  the  Senate  take 
up  the  bill  to  authorize  a  subsoriptlon  to  the 
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Stock  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kulroad,  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

The  qnestiou  being  taken,  the  resalt  was  as 
follows : 

Tus. — ^Hessn.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Dallas,  Ewing,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston, 
Knight,  Kaodain,  Robbins,  Ruggtes,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Spragae,  White,  WTlkins— 18. 

NaTs.— Henrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Foot,  Felingfauy- 
seo,  Gmndy,  Hayoe,  Hill,  Kiag,  Mangum,  Marc;, 
lUUer,  Moore,  Foindezter,  Preotias,  Robinson,  Sey- 
mour, npton,  TemMnsoD,  Troupe  Waggaman, 
WUte— 21. 

Bank<tftk9  United  ^tn—Beeharter. 

The  Senate  resiimed  the  omuderation  of  the 
bill  to  oontinne  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Ur.  Wkbstib  said:  A  oontiderable  por- 
tion of  the  active  part  of  life  has  elapsed, 
luiee  yoQ  aad  I,  Mr.  President,  (Mr.  Gal- 
HouH,)  and  three  or  fonr  other  gentlemen  now 
in  the  Swiate,  acted  our  retpectiTe  parte  in  the 
pasuge  of  the  bill  creating  the  present  Bank  of 
the  ^ited  States.  We  hare  lived  to  little  pur- 
pose, as  public  men,  if  the  experience  of  this 
period  has  not  enlightened  our  judgments,  and 
enabled  ns  to  revise  our  opiuions ;  and  to  cor- 
rect any  errors  into  which  we  may  have  fallen, 
if  snoh  errors  there  were,  either  in  regard  to 
the  general  ntiiUty  of  &  national  bank,  or  the 
details  of  Ita  oonstitalion.  I  trust  it  will  not 
be  unbeooming  the  occasion,  if  I  allude  to  yoar 
own  important  agency  in  that  transaction.  The 
bill  inoorpcoutiDg  the  bank,  and  giving  it  a 
oonstitnUon,  proceeded  from  a  Oommittee  of 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  of  which  you 
were  chairman,  and  was  conducted  through 
that  House  under  your  disUngaished  lead. 
Having  recently  looked  back  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  day,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say 
that  I  have  penned  the  speech  by  which  the 
subject  was  introduced  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  with  a  revival  of  the  feeling 
of  ^probation  and  pleasure  with  which  I 
heard  it;  and  I  will  add,  that  it  would  not, 
perhaps,  now,  be  easy  to  find  a  better  brief  sy- 
■nopns  of  those  principles  of  cnrrenoy  and  of 
banking,  which,  nnoe  they  spring  from  the  na- 
ture of  money  and  of  commerce,  must  be  essen- 
tially the  samcL  at  all  times,  in  all  commercial 
commanities,  than  that  speech  contuns.  The 
other  gentlemen  now  with  us  in  the  Senate,  all 
of  them,  I  believe,  concurred  with  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  and  voted  iat  the  bill. 
My  own  vote  was  agfunst  it.  This  is  a  matter 
of  little  importance ;  but  it  is  connected  with 
other  dronmstances,  to  which  I  wUL  for  a  mo- 
ment, advert  The  gentlemen  with  whom  I 
acted  on  that  oooanon,  had  no  doubts  of  the 
ocHistitutional  power  of  Congress  to  establish  a 
national  bank ;  nor  had  we  any  doubts  of  the 
general  utility  of  an  institution  of  that  kind. 
We  had,  indeed,  most  of  us,  voted  for  a  (ank, 
at  a  preceding  sesuon.  But  the  object  of  our 
regard  was  not  whatever  might  be  called  a 
biuk.  We  required  that  it  should  be  establish- 
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ed  on  certain  principles,  which  alone  we  deem- 
ed safe  and  nseftil,  made  subject  to  certcun  fixed 
lialnlitiea,  and  'so  guarded  that  it  could  neither 
move  voluntarily,  nor  be  moved  by  others 
out  of  its  proper  sphere  of  action.  The  bill, 
when  first  introdaced,  contained  features,  to 
which  we  should  never  have  assented,  and  we 
set  ourselves  accordingly  to  work  with  a  good 
deal  of  zeal,  in  order  to  effect  sundry  amend- 
ments. In  some  of  those  proposed  amend- 
ments the  chairman,  and  those  who  acted  with 
him,  finally  concurred.  Others  they  opposed. 
The  result  was,  t&at  several  most  important 
amendments,  as  I  thought,  prevuled.  But 
there  still  remuned,  iu  my  opinion,  objections 
to  the  bill,  which  justified  a  persevering  oppo- 
ution  till  they  should  be  removed. 

The  influence  of  the  bank,  Hr.  Frendent,  on 
the  interests  of  the  Qovemment,  and  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people,  may  be  conridered  in  sev- 
eral points  of  view.  It  may  be  regarded  as  it 
afilBcto  the  currency  of.  the  country;  as  it 
affects  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the 
publio  revenue ;  as  it  respects  foreign  exchanges; 
as  it  respects  domestic  exchanges;  and  as  it 
affects,  either  generally  or  locally,  the  uricul- 
ture,  commerce,  or  manufactures  of  the  Union. 

First,  as  to  the  currency  of  the  country.  This 
is,  at  all  times,  a  most  important  politick  object. 
A  sound  ourrency  is  an  easentul  and  in^spoisar 
ble  security  for  the  frnits  of  indostiy  and  honeet 
enterprise.  Every  man  of  property  or  indus- 
try, every  man  who  decree  to  preserve  what  he 
honestiy  possesses,  or  to  obtain  what  he  can 
honestiy  earn,  has  a  direct  interest  in  maintain- 
ing a  safe  circulating  medium ;  such  a  medium 
as  ^all  be  a  real  and  substantia  representative 
of  property,  not  liable  to  vibrate  with  opin- 
ions, not  subject  to  be  blown  up  or  blown 
down  by  the  breath  of  speculation,  but  made 
stable  and  secure,  by  its  immediate  relation  to 
that  which  the  whole  world  regm^  as  of  per- 
manent value.  A  disordered  currency  is  one 
of  the  greatest  of  political  evils.  Jt  under- 
mines the  virtues  neoessary  for  the  snpport  of 
the  Bodal  system,  and  oieonrtues  propensities 
destructive  of  its  happlnesB.  It  wars  ajj^nst 
industry,  frugality,  and  economy ;  and  it  fos- 
ters the  evil  spirits  of  extravagance  and  specn- 
latioD.  Of  sll  the  contrivances  for  chiding 
the  laboring  classes  of  mankind,  none  has  been 
more  effectual  than  that  which  deludes  them 
with  paper  money.  This  is  the  most  effectual 
of  inventions  to  fertilize  the  rich  man's  field, 
by  the  sweat  of  the  poor  man's  brow.  Ordi- 
nary tyranny,  oppression,  excessive  taxation, 
these  bear  li^tiy  on  the  happiness  of  the  mass 
of  the  oommnn^ty,  compared  with  fraudulent 
current^  and  the  robberin  committed  by  de- 
.preciated  paper.  Our  own  history  has  record- 
ed for  our  instruction  enough,  and  more  than 
enough,  of  the  demoralizing  tendency,  the  in- 
justice, and  the  intolerable  oppression  on  Ae 
virtuous  and  well-disposed,  of  a  degraded  p^>er 
currency,  authorized  by  law,  or  any  way  ooun- 
tenanced  by  Government. 
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We  aU  know,  sir,  that  the  establishment  of  a 
sound  and  nniforra  currency  was  one  of  the 
great  ends  contemplated  in  the  adoption  of  the 
present  oonstitntion.  If:  we  coola  now  ftallj 
explore  all  the  motives  of  those  who  framed, 
and  those  who  supported  it,  perhaps  we  shoold 
hardly  find  a  more  powerftil  one  than  this. 
The  object,  indeed,  is  snffioiently  prominent  on 
the  face  of  the  constitntion  itself.  It  cannot 
well  be  (^aestioned  that  it  was  intended  by  that 
constitntion  to  sabmit  the  whole  snbjeot  of  the 
oarrency  of  the  country,  all  that  r^fards  the 
actual  medium  of  payment  and  exchange, 
whatever  that  should  be,  to  the  control  and 
l^alation  of  Oongresa.  Congress  can  alone 
corn  money ;  Congress  can  alooe  fix  the  valne 
of  foreign  coins.  No  State  can  coin  money ; 
DO  State  can  fix  the  value  of  fore^^  coins ;  no 
State  (nor  even  Congress  Itself)  can  make  any 
k  thing  a  tender  bnt  gold  and  diver,  in  the  pay- 
ment of  debts ;  no  ^te  can  emit  bills  of  credit 
Tlifi  exolnrive  power  of  regnlating  the  metallic 
currency  of  the  coontry  would  seem  necessa- 
rily to  imply,  or,  more  properly,  to  inclnde,  as 
part  of  itself^  a  power  to  decide  bow  far  that 
oarrency  shoold  be  exclusive,  how  far  any  snb- 
Btitute  shoold  interfere  with  it,  and  what  that 
substitute  should  be.  The  generality  and  ex- 
tent of  the  power  granted  to  Congress,  and  the 
clear  and  well-defined  prcdiibitions  on  the 
States,  leave  little  donbt  of  an  inteiU  to  rescae 
the  whole  subject  of  cnrrenoy  from  tiie  hands 
^  local  legislation,  ai^  to  confer  it  on  the 
General  Gkiveroment.  Bnt,  notwitlistanding 
this  apparent  purpose  in  the  oonstitatioD,  the 
truth  is,  that  the  currency  of  the  country  is 
now,  to  a  very  great  extent,  practically  and 
effectoally  under  the  control  of  the  several 
State  Governments ;  if  it  be  not  more  correct 
to  say  that  it  is  under  the  control  of  the  banking 
institutions  created  by  the  States:  for  the 
States  seem  first  to  have  taken  possession  of 
the  power,  and  then  to  have  delected  it. 

Whether  the  States  can  constitntionally  ex- 
ercise this  power,  or  delegate  it  to  others,  is  a 
point  which  I  do  not  intend,  at  present,  either 
to  concede  or  to  argae.  It'is  mnoh  to  be  hoped 
that  no  controversy  on  the  point  may  ever  be- 
come necessary.  Bat  it  is  a  matter  higjily  de- 
serving of  consideration,  that,  although  dothed 
by  the  constitution  with  exclusive  power  over 
the  metaUic  currency.  Congress,  unless  through 
the  agency  of  a  bank  established  by  its  author- 
ity, has  no  control  whatever  over  that  which, 
in  the  character  of  a  mere  representative  of 
the  metallic  currency,  fills  np  almost  all  the 
channels  of  peooniary  ctrcalation. 

In  the  absence  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  Uie  State  banks  become  efibotoally  the 
regolators  of  the  pnbUc  enrrenoy.  Thdr  nam- 
bers,  their  capital,  and  the  intweats  connected 
with  them,  give  them,  in  that  state  of  ttdi^ 
a  'power  which  nothing  is  oompetoit  to  con- 
trol. We  saw,  therefore,  when  the  late  war 
broke  ont,  and  when  there  was  no  national 
bank  in  heing,  that  the  State  institatimis,  of 


IMat,  1889 

their  own  authority,  and  by  an  nnderstandii^ 
among  themselves,  under  the  gentle  phrase  <3 
eoBpending  specie  payments  everywheTe  sonUi 
of  Kew  En^and,  refused  payment  <d  ^teat 
notes.  They  were  not  called  to  answer  for  this 
violation  of  their  diarters,  as  far  as  I  remem- 
ber, in  any  one  E^te.  They  pleaded  the 
urgency  of  the  occasion,  and  the  pablio  dis- 
treesee ;  and  in  this  apology  the  State  Govern- 
ments acquiesced.  Congress,  at  the  same  time^ 
found  itself  in  an  awkward  predicament.  It 
held  the  whole  power  over  coins.  So  State, 
or  State  institution,  could  give  drcnlation  to  an 
ounce  of  gold  or  of  silver,  not  sanctioned  by 
Congress.  Yet  all  the  Stetes,  and  a  hundred 
Stete  institati<His,  claimed  and  exennsed  the 
right  of  driving  ecdn  out  of  cirenlatirai  ^7  ti» 
introdndion  of  tlieir  own  paper ;  and  then  of 
depreciating  and  degrading  that  paper,  by  re- 
fii^ng  to  redeem  It  As  they  were  not  inalifcn- 
tions  created  by  this  Government,  the/  wwe 
not  answerable  to  it.  Congress  could  not  caB 
them  to  account,  and,  if  it  could,  Congress  had 
no  bulk  <tf  its  own,  whose  oircalation  conld 
supply  the  wants  of  the  community.  Coin, 
the  substantial  constitnent,  was,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  be,  BQbject  only  to  the  control  of 
Congress ;  but  paper,  assuming  to  be  a  repre- 
sentative of  this  constitnent,  was  taking  ^t»b 
liberties  with  it,  at  the  same  time  that  it  was 
no  way  amenable  to  its  oonstatnUonal  gnwdian. 
Hiis  snspension  of  spede  payments  was  of 
course  immediately  followed  by  great  depreda- 
tion of  the  paper.  It  shortly  feJl  so  low,  that 
a  bill  on  Boston  could  not  be  pnrehued  at 
Washington  under  an  advance  of  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five  per  cent  I  do  not  mean  to  re- 
flect on  the  proceedings  of  the  State  buiks. 
Perhaps  tiieirbest  iustincation  is  to  be  found  in 
the  readiness  with  which  Government  itself 
borrowed  of  them  their  paper,  depreciated  as 
it  was ;  bnt  it  oerteinly  becomes  qs  to  regard, 
attentively,  this  part  of  our  experience,  and  to 
guard,  as  far  as  we  can,  against  umilar  occur- 
rences. 

I  am  of  opmios,  nr,  t^t  a  well-conducted 
national  bank  has  an  eueedingly  oseftil  and 
efifective  operation  on  the  general  paper  dreo- 
lation  of  the  country.  Z  think  its  tendracy  is 
manifestly  to  restrain,  within  some  bonndai,  the 
paper  issnes  of  other  institutions.  If  it  be 
Bfdd,  on  the  other  hand,  that  these  institDt^ona 
in  torn  hold  in  check  the  issuM  of  the  national 
bank,  so  much  the  better.  Let  that  dieok  go 
to  its  full  extent  An  over-issue  by  the  bank 
itself,  no  one  can  desire.  Bnt  it  is  plun  th^ 
by  holding  the  State  institutions,  which  come 
into  immediate  contact  with  iteelf  and  its 
branches,  to  an  accountability  for  their  iasnes^ 
not  yearly  or  qaarterly,  bnt  daily  uvl  faonrij', 
an  important  restraint  is  exerdsed.  Be  it  re- 
membered, always,  that  what  it  is  to  expeofc 
from  othen,  it  is  to  perform  itself;  and  that  ita 
own  paper  is  at  all  times  to  tarn  into  coin  bj 
the  first  touch  of  its  own  counter. 

Bat,  Mr.  Prendent)  so  important  ia  this  anb> 
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Ject,  that  I  tiiink  that,  far  from  diminishiDg, 
we  ou^bt  rather  to  increase  and  moltiply  oar 
secaritiea ;  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that, 
even  with  the  oontinnaaoe  of  the  bank  charter, 
and  under  its  wisest  administration,  I  regard 
the  state  of  oar  carrenoy  as  enUrely  safe.  It 
is  evident  to  me  that  the  general  paper  circula- 
tion has  been  extended  too  far  for  the  specie 
basis  on  which  it  rests.  Oar  sTstem,  as  a  sys- 
tem, dispenses  too  far,  in  mj  jadgmen^  with  the 
use  of  gold  and  silver.  Having  learned  the  ose  of 
P^wr  as  a  eabstitate  for  spede,  we  nse  the  aab- 
^tnte^  I  fear^  too  freely.  It  is  tnw  that  onr 
eircalmng  paper  is  all  redeemabte  in  gtdd  and 
rilw.  Le^ly  speaking^  it  la  all  convertible 
into  qpede  at  the  will  of  the  holder.  Bnt  a 
mere  legal  oonvwtiUlity  is  not  snfflcient.  Then 
most  be  an  actoal,  practical,  never-oeafltng  con- 
vertibility. This,  1  think,  is  not,  at  present, 
anffieientiy  secared ;  and,  as  it  is  a  matter  of 
bigfa  interest,  it  well  deserves  the  serioas  con- 
aeration  of  tbe  Senate.  The  paper  oircnla- 
tion  of  tbe  ooantry  is,  at  this  time,  probably 
seventy-five  or  eighty  millions  of  dollars.  Of 
specie,  we  may  have  twenty  or  twenty-two 
millions:  and  this,  principally,  in  masses  in 
the  Tanlta  of  the  banks.  Now,  sir,  this  is  a 
sttte  of  things  which,  in  my  judgment,  leads 
(xmstantly  to  overbradtnft  and  to  the  eonse- 
anent  ezoassea  and  renunons  which  so  often 
diatarb  the  regular  oourse  of  oommercial  aflfiiirs, 
A  coroolation,  consisting  in  so  great  a  degree  of 
paper,  is  easily  expended,  to  finish  temporary 
oapi^  to  sach  as  wish  to  adventure  on  new 
enterprises  in  trade :  and  the  coUeotion  in  the 
banks  of  most  of  what  specie  there  is  in  the 
country  affords  all  possible  facility  for  its  ex- 
portation. Hence,  overtrading  does  frequently 
occur,  and  is  always  followed  by  an  inconven- 
ient, sometimes  by  a  dangerous,  reduction  of 
wecie.  It  is  in  vain  that  we  look  to  the  pru- 
dence <tf  banks  for  an  effbctnal  aeoority  agunst 
overtracUng.  Hie  ^rectm  of  anbh  institn^ODB 
will^generaly  go  to  the  length  of  their  means 
in  cashing  good  notes,  and  leave  the  borrower 
to  Judge  for  himself'  of'  tbe  useful  employment 
1^  his  money.  Nor  wouM  a  competent  secur- 
ity a^Dst  overtrading  be  always  obtained,  if 
the  banks  were  to  confine  their  disconnts, 
stntrfly,  to  bunness  pager,  so  denominated; 
that  i^  to  notes  and  hiUs  which  represent  real 
traosaotions,  having  been  nven  and  received 
on  tbe  actual  purdiase  and  sale  of  merchan- 
dise, beoause  these  transactions  themselves  may 
be  too  fiir  extended.  In  other  words,  more 
may  be  bonght  than  the  wants  of  the  oommn- 
jxlt^  reqaire,  on  a  speonlative  oalcnlaUon  of 
fittare  prices.  JSea  natm^lly  have  a  good 
opinion  of  their  own  aagacdty*  He  who  be- 
lieves  merchandise  is  abont  to  rise  in  price,  will 
boy  merchandiBekif  he  possesses  money,  or  ean 
obtain  credit.  The  fact  of  actual  purchase, 
therefore,  is  not  proof  of  a  really  sub^sting 
want ;  and  of'  coarse  the  amount  of  sll  pur- 
ohasee  does  not  correspond  always  with  the 
entire  wants  or  neoesraiea  of  the  oommmiitT;. 
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Too  frequently  it  very  nrach  exceeds  that  meas- 
ure. If,  then,  the  discretion  of  tlie  banks,  ex- 
ercised in  deciding  the  amount  of  their  dis- 
connts, is  not  a  proper  seoarily  against  over- 
trading ;  if  facility  m  obtaining  bank  credits 
naturally  fosters  tiiat  spirit;  if  tbe  desire  of 
pain  and  love  of  enterprise  constantly  cherish 
it ;  uid  if  it  finds  specie  collected  in  the  banks 
inciting  exportation,  what  is  the  remedy  suited 
and  adequate  to  the  case  f  Now,  I  think,  sir, 
that  a  (doser  inquiry  into  the  direct  sonrce  of 
the  evil  will  surest  the  remedy.  Why  have 
we  so  small  an  amount  of  spede  in  drcnUtiont 
Oertainly  tiie  oi^  reason  is,  because  we  do  not 
require  more,  we  have  bnt  to  ask  its  pre»- 
ence,  and  it  would  return.  Bnt  we  voluntari^ 
banish  it  by  the  great  amount  of  small  bau 
notes.  In  most  of  the  States  the  banks  issne 
notes  of  all  low  denominations,  down  even  to 
a  single  dollar.  How  u  it  possible,  under  saoh 
circumstances,  to  retfun  specie  in  oiroolationf 
AU  experience  shows  it  to  be  impossible.  The 
paper  will  take  tbe  place  of  tbe  gold  and  sil- 
ver. When  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  year  1797,  pro- 
posed in  Parliament  to  aathorize  the  Bank  of 
England  to  issue  one  pound  notes,  Mr.  Burke 
lay  dok  at  Bath  of  an  illness  from  which  he 
never  reoovered ;  and  he  is  said  to  have  writ- 
ten to  the  late  Mr.  Canning^  *^TeII  ICr.  Pitt, 
that  if  he  oonaenta  to  the  issnrng  ot  one  poimd 
notes,  he  must  never  expect  to  see  a  gninea 
again." 

The  one  pound  notes  were  issued  and  the 
guineas  disappeared.  A  similar  cause  is  pro- 
ducing now  a  precisely  similar  eff^t  with  us. 
Small  notes  liave  expelled  dollars  and  bidf  dol- 
lars from  cireulatron  in  all  tiie  States  in  which 
such  notes  are  issued.  On  the  other  hand,  dol- 
Imrs  and  half  dollars  fthoand  in  those  States 
wliich*  have  adopted  a  wiser  and  safer  policy. 
Tirginia,  Pennsylvania^  Maiyland,  Lonisiana, 
and  some  other  States,  I  think  seven  in  all,  do 
not  allow  their  banks  to  issue  notes  under  five 
dollars.  Every  traveller  notices  the  diffbrence 
when  he  passes  from  one  of  these  States  into 
those  where  small  noteo  are  aHowed.  The  evil, 
then,  is  the  issuing  of  smalt  notes  by  State 
banks.  Of  these  notes,  that  is  to  say,  of  notes 
nnder  five  dollars,  tbe  amount  now  in  circula- 
tion is  doubtless  eight  or  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Can  these  notes' be  withdrawn?  If  they 
can,  their  place  will  be  immediately  siq){hlied 
by  a  specie  oiroulation  of  equal  amount.  The 
object  is  a  great  one,  as  it  is  connected  with 
the  safety  and  stability  of  the  currency,  and 
may  well  Justify  a  serious  reflection  on  the 
means  of  aooQnq>li8hing  it.  May  not  Chmgress 
and  the  State  Govnnments,  acting  not  umted- 
ly,  bnt  severally  to  the  same  eno^  easily  and 
qnietiy  attain  itt  I  think  they  may.  It  is  but 
for  other  States  to  follow  the  good  example  of 
those  which  I  have  mentioned,  and  the  work  ia 
dbne.  As  an  indacement  to  the  States  to  do 
this,  I  propose,  in-  tbe  present  bill,  t&  reserve 
to  Congress  a  power  of  withdrawing  from  cir- 
eolation  a  pret^  Mu^  part  of  the  iflsnea  of  the 
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Bank  of  the  United  States.  I  propose  this,  so 
that  the  State  banks  may  withdraw  their  small 
notes,  and  find  their  competuation  in  a  larger 
oironlation  of  those  of  a  higher  denomination^ 
Mj  proposition  will  be,  that,  at  any  lime  after 
the  eviration  of  the  existing  charter  of  the 
bank,  that  is,  after  1886,  Congress  may,  if  it 
aee  fit,  restrain  the  bank  from  issoiog  for  oirea- 
latioQ  notes  or  bills  under  a  ^v&a  sum — say 
ten  or  twenty  dolUrs.  This  wdl  dimini^  the 
oironlation,  asd  ocmseqnently  the  pn^ta,  of  the 
bank ;  bat  it  is  of  less  importance  to  make  the 
bank  a  highly  proStable  iastitution  to  the 
stockholders,  than  that  it  should  be  safe  and 
osefol  to  the  oommonity.  It  ought  not,  cer- 
tainly, to  be  restrained  from  the  emoyment  of 
all  the  fair  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
disoreet  nse  of  its  capital  in  banking  transac- 
tiona;  bnt  the  leading  ol^ect,  aiter  all,  in  its 
oootinoance,  is,  and  ooght  to  be,  not  private 
emolnment,  bnt  pntdio  ben^t, 

Measnres,  therefore,  snoh  as  I  have  allnded 
to,  i^onld  be  likely,  I  fear,  rather  to  ^gravate, 
than  to  remedy  tiie  eviL  We  must  hope  that 
all  notes  under  five  dollars  may  be  entirely 
withdrawn  from  oironlation,  by  the  consent  of 
the  States  and  the  State  banks;  and  when  that 
shall  be  done,  their  place  will  be  immediately 
snpplied  wiUi  specie.  Wo  should  then  receive 
an  aooesuon  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  at  least, 
to  our  specie  oironlation ;  and  those  ten  mil- 
liona  will  find  their  place,  not  in  the  banks,  not 
collected  anywhere  in  lai^  maas^  bnt  in  con- 
stant nse,  among  all  olasees,  ma  in  hourly 
bwtribr  from  faana  to  hand.  It  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  such  an  addition  would  nve  great 
strength  to  oar  pecnutary  system,  discourage 
excessive  exportauon  of  specie,  and  tend  to  re- 
stnun  and  correct  the  evils  of  overtrading. 
Knglwd  has  u>plied  the  like  remedy  to  a  simi- 
lar evil,  though  she  has  carried  the  restriction 
much  higher,  and  allowed  the  oiroolation  of  no 
notes  for  less  sums  than  five  pounds  sterling. 

I  have  thought  this  subject,  iSx.  Pn»ident,  of 
so  much  importance,  as  that  it  was  fit  to  present 
it,  at  this  time,  to  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate. I  iffopose  to  do  no  more  at  present,  than  to 
insert  saob  a  provision  as  I  have  described  in 
this  bill.  In  the  mean  time,  I  hope  the  matter 
may  attract  the  attuition  of  those  whose  agen- 
or  wiU  be  desired  to  aooompliadi  the  geiwial 
oqeot 
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The  Senate  resumed  the  oonuderation  of  the 
bill  to  modify  and  oonUnne  the  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  snbsoriberB  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Hr.  MoMU  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the 
bill  an  additional  section,  proTiding  that  it 
should  not  be  lawfhl  to  estfu>li8h  a  branch  in 
any  State  without  the  assent  of  that  State; 
that  the  capital  of  each  branch  shall  be  saltject 
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to  taxation,  in  like  manner  with  that  of  the 
State  bank  ^  and  that,  if  the  bank  does  not  d»* 
dare  what  is  the  amount  of  snob  capital,  it 
nu^  be  lawful  for  the  State  to  assune  any  par- 
tionlar  sum  as  the  amonnt  of  liie  oapitaL  Mr. 
M.  did  not  wish,  at  present^  to  press  the  eon- 
aideraticm  of  this  amendment  and  be  moved 
that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  Duxu  {nresomed  there  would  be  no  ob- 
jection to  the  motion  to  print,  provided  it  did 
not  delay  the  disoussion  of  the  bilL 

The  motion  to  print  w:as  agreed  to. 

Ur.  Wbbstkk  proceeded  to  say  that  yester- 
day he  had  allnded  to  a  modification  oontaiiud 
in  the  seventh  section,  which  regarded  the  bo- 
nus to  be  paid  by  the  bank  for  its  exolomve 
privileges.  That  section  provided  tliat  the  bo- 
nus ^ould  be  p^d  in  three  annual  instalment^ 
of  $600,000  each.  He  woold  move  that  it  be 
amended,  so  that  the  bank  should  pay,  by  way 
of  a  bonna,  an  anndty  or  yearly  sam  ef 
$160,000,  each  and  eveiy  year  huiag  its  term 
of  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Mabot  inquired  if  there  was  not  a  pnqn 
osition  before  uie  committee,  from  a  veiy 
respeotable  quarter,  to  pay  a  bonus  of  three 
millions  of  dollars  for  the  charter  of  a  bank. 

Mr.  Webstbb  answered  that  there  was. 

Mr.  Benton  objected  to  the  payment  of  any 
bonus  whatever,  and,  in  lieu  of  that  species  ^ 
compensation,  expressed  his  opinion  that  the 
proper  oompenswon  for  the  bank,  provided 
this  exoln»ve  privily  was  sold  to  it,  would 
be  to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  on  loans  and 
discounts.  A  reduction  of  iiderest  would  be 
Mt  by  the  people;  the  payment  <^  a  bonus 
would  not  be  felt  by  them.  It  would  come 
into  the  Treasury,  and  iffobably  be  lavished 
immediately  on  some  scheme,  possibly  uncon* 
stitutional  m  its  nature,  and  secrtional  m  its  ap> 
plication.  He  ifas  not  in  favor  of  any  scheme 
for  getting  money  into  the  Treasury  at  presuit; 
The  difficulty  lay  the  other  way.  The  struggle 
now  was  to  keep  money  out  of  the  Treasury ; 
to  prevent  the  aooumulation  of  a  surploa ;  utd 
the  reception  of  ttds  btmus  would  so  to  mra- 
vate  that  difficulty,  by  increasing  that  animus, 
Kings  might  receive  bonnses  for  sdlin^  exida- 
sive  {oivii^es  to  monopolizing  companies, 
that  case  his  snl^ects  would  bear  the  loss,  and 
he  would  reonve  the  profit ;  but,  in  a  ropublicL 
it  was  ino(nnprehenBible  that  the  people  should 
sell  to  a  company  the  privileges  of  ipuMng 
money  out  of  themselves.  Be  was  opposed  to 
the  grant  of  an  exdnsive  privilege ;  he  was 
oppcwed  to  the  sale  of  privileges ;  but  if  grant- 
ed, or  sold,  he  was  in  favor  of  receiving  the 
price  in  the  way  that  would  be  most  beneficial 
to  the  whole  body  of  the  people ;  and,  in  this 
case,  a  reduction  of  interest  would  best  accom- 
plish that  object.  A  bank,  which  had  the  h&k- 
efit  of  the  credit  and  revenue  oi  the  United 
States  to  bank  upon,  oonld  well  afford  to  make 
loans  and  discounts  for  less  than  eix  per  cen- 
tum. Five  per  centum  would  be  high  interest 
for  such  a  bank;  and  he  had  no  do^4,  if  time 
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WHS  allowed  for  the  appUoatlon,  that  applioa- 
tiom  enough  voold  be  made  to  take  the  char- 
ter npm  these  terms. 

Being  on  his  feet,  Ifr.  B.  said  he  would  agun 
go  on  to  snbmit  some  reasons  why  the  qaestion 
of  renewing  the  bank  cbuter  should  not  be  de- 
cided at  this  time.  He  did  not  object  to  dis- 
cussion. It  was  through  discussion  that  the 
people  w^  reached.  Congressional  debates 
excited  and  fixed  their  attention,  often  imparted 
to  them  information,  and  uded  them  In  reflect 
ing  back  their  wishes  and  sentimeatsnpon  th^ 
npreaentativM  He  applauded  the  Fnsident 
for  having  brought  this  subject  before  the  Con- 
gress and  the  people,  in  his  three  annual  Mes- 
sages ;  he  was  well  satisfied  that  the  du-ectors 
oi  the  bank  had  moved  their  application  at  the 
present  time :  he  had  no  objection  even  to  the 
present  discnsrion,  except  that  it  detained  bim 
from  his  family,  and  consumed  time  wMch  he 
wished  to  employ  on  subjects  of  more  immedi- 
ate mi  pressing  importance  to  bis  constitu- 
ents; bnt  he  took  a  clear  and  broad  distinction 
between  disousuon  and  deduon :  and  as  dis- 
ens^on  should  always  precede  dedsion,  and 
leave  as  much  tame  fw  oonsidera^n  afterwards 
as  poflflible,  he  was  opposed  to  dedsion  dow. 
There  was  eertdnly  no  neoeasity  for  it.  The 
bank  charter  had  four  years  yet  to  run,  and 
two  years  after  that  to  oontinue  in  force  for 
winding  up  its  affairs ;  in  tdl,  six  years  before 
the  dissolution  of  the  corporation :  and  if  he 
was  to  name  the  true  appropriate  time  for  Oon- 
gress to  make  its  decision,  it  would  be  in  the 
two  years  which  intervened  between  the  expi- 
ration of  the  charter  and  the  disaolntion  of  toe 
corporation;  and  this  would  remit  the  final 
decision  to  the  Oongress  which  would  nt  be- 
tween 1886  and  1888.  The  stockholders  had 
not  applied  for  the  recharter  at  this  eeairion. 
ThcAr  resolution,  adopted  in  triennial  meetinK 
last  September,  authorized  the  president  and 
Erectors  to  apply  at  any  time  before  the  next 
triennial  meeting,  which  woold  be  in  Septem- 
ber, 1834 ;  so  that,  aeoording  to  the  resolution 
of  the  stockholdei^  there  were  yet  two  ses- 
sions of  Oongress  to  be  hdd  before  the  question 
need  be  deluded. 

Many  reasons  oppose  the  final  action  of  Oon- 
gress upon  this  subject  at  the  present  time. 
We  are  exhausted  with  the  tedium,  if  not  with 
t^e  labors  of  a  six  months'  session.  Onr  hearts 
and  minds  most  be  at  home,  though  our  bodies 
are  here.  MentaQy  and  bodily  we  are  unable 
to  give  the  attention  and  oonmeration  to  this 
question,  which  the  magnitude  of  its  principles, 
the  extent  and  variety  of  its  details,  demand 
from  us.  Other  subjects  of  mo^e  immediate 
and  pressing  interest  must  be  thrown  aside,  to 
make  way  for  it.  The  rednctiou  of  t^e  price 
of  the  public  lands,  for  which  the  new  States 
have  been  petitaoning  for  so  many  years,  and 
the  modification  of  the  tariff,  the  ooutinnauce 
of  which  seems  to  be  weakening  the  cement 
which  binds  this  XTnion  twether,  must  be  post- 
pbned,  and  poadUy  lort  nv  the  nwion,  if  we 


go  on  with  the  bank  qnestion.  Why  has  the 
tariff  been  dropped  in  me  Senate  ?  £very  one 
recollects  the  haste  with  which  that  snbject 
was  taken  up  in  this  chamber;  how  it  was 
pushed  to  a  certain  point ;  and  how  suddenly 
and  gently  it  has  given  way  to  the  bank  bill  I 
Is  there  any  union  of  interest — any  conjunc- 
tion of  forces — any  combined  plan  of  action — 
any  alliance,  offensive  or  defensive,  between 
the  United  States  Bank  and  the  American  sys- 
tem! Oertunly  they  enter  the  field  together, 
one  here,  the  other  yonder,  {pointing  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,)  and  leaving  a  dear 
stage  to  each  other,  they  press  at  once  upon 
houx  wings,  and  announce  a  perfect  non-inter^ 
ference,  if  not  mutual  aid,  in  the  double  victory 
which  is  to  be  achieved.  Why  have  the  two 
bills  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Manufoo- 
tures,  and  for  taking  up  whi<^  notices  have 
been  given,  why  are  they  so  suddenly,  so  easily, 
so  gently,  abandoned  1  Why  is  the  land  bill, 
reported  by  the  same  committee,  and  a  pledge 

E'  ven  to  call  it  up  when  the  Committee  on  Public 
mds  had  made  their  counter  report,  also  suffered 
to  sleep  on  the  table  t  The  counter  report  is 
made;  it  is  printed;  it  lies  on  eveor  table;  why 
not  go  on  with  the  lands^  when  toe  settinnettt 
the  question  of  tbe  amount  of  revenue  to 
be  derived  fnnn  that  source  precedes  the  tariff 
quesUon,  and  must  be  settled  before  we  know 
how  much  revenue  should  be  nused  from  im- 
ports! 

An  unfinished  investigation  presented  an- 
other reason  for  delay  in  the  finid  action  of 
Oongress  on  this  subject  The  House  of  Bep- 
resMitatives  bad  appointed  a  committee  to  in- 
vestigate the  affairs  of  the  bank ;  t^ey  had  pro- 
ceeded  to  the  limit  of  the  time  allotted  them ; 
had  r^wrted  adversely  to  the  buik,  and  espe- 
cially agidnBt  the  renewing  of  the  charter  at 
tliisaesnon;  and  had u^;ed  tihe necessity ftffiuv 
ther  exaodnatioDs.  Would  the  Senate  proceed 
while  this  unfinished  investigation  was  d^>end- 
ing  in  the  House)  Would  they  act  so  as  to 
limit  the  investigation  to  the  few  weeks  which 
were  allowed  the  committee,  when  we  have 
from  four  to  six  years  on  hanA  in  which  to 
make  it  t  The  reports  of  this  oonunittee,  to 
the  amount  of  some  15,000  copid^  had  been 
ordered  by  the  two  Houses  of  Oongress,  to  be 
distributed  among  the  people.  For  what  pur- 
pose! Certainly  that  the  people  mi^  read 
them,  make  up  their  minds  up<Hi  their  con- 
tents, and  communicate  their  sentiments  to 
their  representatives.  But  these  reports  are 
not  yet  aistribnted ;  they  are  not  yet  read  by 
the  people;  and  why  order  this  distribution 
without  wuting  for  its  effects,  when  there  is  so 
much  time  on  handt  Wby  treat  the  people 
with  tills  mockery  of  a  pretended  orauult^loiL 
while  proceeding  to  act  before  they  can  read 
what  we  have  ordered  to  be  sent  to  them! 
Nay,  more,  the  very  documents  upon  which 
the  reports  are  founded  are  yet  nnprintedl 
The  Senate  is  actually  pushed  into  this  discus- 
d(m,  without  hsving  seea  the  eridoiue  wUdi 
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was  ooUeoted  1^  the  Investigating  oommittee, 
and  which  the  SeDste  itself  Baa  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  nse  of  its  members ! 
Hie  deoision  of  this  question,  continned  Hr, 
does  not  belong  to  this  Congress,  but  to  the 
OoDgresB  which  will  be  elected  under  the  new 
census  of  1880,  It  looked  to  him  like  usurpa- 
tion for  this  Congress  to  seize  npon  a  question 
o£  this  magnitude,  which  need  not  be  decided 
until  the  new  and  full  representation  of  the 
people  comes  in,  and,  if  decided^  the  decision 
of  which  is  irrevocable,  though  it  cannot  take 
effect  until  1886,  that  is  to  say,  until  three 
yean  after  the  new  and  full  representation 
would  be  in  power.  What  Oongresa  is  thist 
It  is  the  apportionment  of  1820,  fonned  on  a 
population  « ten  millions  of  people.  It  ia  just 
going  out  of  existence.  A  new  Congress,  ap- 
portioned upon  a  representation  of  thirteen 
millions,  is  already  provided  for  by  law,  and 
after  the  4th  of  March  next — within  nine 
months  from  this  day — wHl  be  in  power^and 
entitled  to  their  seats  where  we  now  sit.  That 
Congress  will  contain  thirty  members  more 
than  the  present.  Millions  of  people  are  now 
nnrepresented,  who  will  be  then  represented. 
The  West  alone  loses  twenty  votes! — in  the 
West  alone,  a  million  of  people  lose  their  voice 
fai  the  deomon  of  this  qnestion  I  And  why  ? 
What  excuse?  What  neoesdty?  What  plea 
for  this  sudden  haste  which  interrupts  an  un- 
finifdied  investigation,  sets  aside  the  immediate 
business  of  the  people,  and  usurps  the  rights  of 
our  suooessOTS !  No  plea  in  the  world,  except 
that  a  gigautio  moneyed  institution  refuses  to 
wMt,  and  must  have  her  imperial  wishea  imme- 
diately gratified.  If  charters  were  to  be  grant- 
ed, it  should  be  with  as  little  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  posterity — ^with  as  little  encroach- 
ment uptMi  the  privileges  of  our  successors,  as 
possible.  Once  in  ten  years,  and  that  at  the 
commencement  of  each  fall  repreaentation  un- 
der a  new  censo^  would  be  the  most  proper 
time. 

JSx.  B.  had  nothing  to  do  wifli  motives.  He 
neither  preferred  accusations,  nor  pronounced 
absolntions ;  but  it  was  imposmble  to  shnt  his 
eyes  upon  pusta^  and  to  dose  up  his  reason 
Mainst  the  dednotioa  of  Inevitable  inferences. 
The  President  election  was  at  hand — ^it 
would  come  on  in  four  months — and  here  was 
a  question  which,  in  the  opinion  of  all,  most 
affect  that  election — in  the  opinion  of  some, 
may  decide  it — which  is  pressed  on  fbr  decision 
four  years  before  it  is  necessary  to  decide  it, 
and  six  years  before  it  ought  to  be  decided. 
Why  this  sudden  pressimt  Is  It  to  throw  the 
bank  bill  into  the  hands  of  the  Fresident,  to 
solv^  by  a  praotioal  reference,  Ihe  diluted 

Sroblem  ot  Executive  veto,  and  to  place 
it  President  under  a  cross  fire  from  the  oppo- 
dte  banks  of  the  Potomac  Biverf  He  (Mr.  B.) 
knew  nothing  about  that  veto,  bat  he  knew 
something  of  human  nature,  ana  something  of 
thf  rtohts  of  the  people  under  our  representa- 
tive form  of  Ghnrenunent;  and  he  wtnld  be 
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free  to  Bi^  that  a  veto  which  would  stop  the 
encroachment  of  a  minority  of  Congress  upon 
the  rights  of  its  successors — ^whieh  would  arrest 
a  frightful  act  of  legislative  usurpation — which 
would  retrieve  for  the  people  the  right  of  de- 
litteration,  and  of  action — which  would  arrest 
the  overwhelming  progress  of  a  gigantic  mon- 
eyed institution— whidi  would  prevent  Ohio 
from  being  deprived  of  five  votes,  Indiana  from 
loung  four,  Tennessee  four,  Illinois  two,  Ala- 
bama two,  Kentucky,  Mississippi  aid  Missouri 
one  each — which  would  save  six  votes  to  New 
York  and  two  to  Pennsylvania;  a  veto,  in 
short,  which  would  protect  the  rights  of  two 
minions  of  people,  now  unrepresented  in  Con- 
gress, would  be  an  act  of  constitutional  justice 
to  the  people,  which  ought  to  ridse  the  Presi- 
dent, and  certainly  would  raise  him,  to  a  higher 
degree  of  favor  in  the  estimation  of  every  re- 
publican citizen  of  the  community  than  he  now 
enjoyed.  By  passing  on  the  charter  now.  Con- . 
ffress  would  lose  all  check  and  control  over  the 
mstitntiou  for  the  four  years  it  had  yet  to  run. 
The  pendency  of  the  question  was  a  rod  over 
its  head  for  these  four  years;  to  decide  the 
-question  now,  is  to  free  it  from  tdl  restrunt, 
and  turn  it  loose  to  play  what  part  it  pleased 
in  all  our  affairs — elections,  State,  federal,  and 
Preridential— tlut  it  pleased. 

Hr.  B.  stdd  he  hod  ^ven  reasons  enough  to 
show  the  inezpedienoy  of  final  action  upon  thn 
qnestion  at  present ;  but  he  bad  another  reason 
to  give,  of  a  nature  entirely  different  from 
those  be  had  urged,  and  one  which  was  entitled 
to  the  consideration,  not  only  of  the  people's 
representatives  here,  but  of  the  people  tiiem- 
selves  at  home.  It  was  a  reason  which  would 
address  itself  to  that  portion  of  the  people,  and 
their  representatives,  who  were  in  ravor  of  na- 
tional banking,  but  not  wedded  to  the  present 
British  monarcbiail  bank,  miscalled  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  He  alluded  to  the  establish- 
ment of  several  American  banks,  with  moder- 
ate flapitah^  and  without  lexeluaive  privilege^ 
to  be  located  in  the  different  sections  of  this 
Union,  and  to  supersede  and  succeed  the  pres- 
ent gigantic  institution.  This  was  the  plan  of 
Mr.  Madison.  He  suggested  it  in  his  speech 
hi  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  in  the  year 
1791,  against  the  establishment  of  the  first 
United  States  Bank,  and  recommended  it  to 
the  consideration  of  those  who  were  deter- 
mined to  embark  the  United  States  in  the 
banking  career,  he  himself  being  opposed  to 
any  banks ;  but  if  there  was  one,  he  insisted 
there  ought  to  be  several.  The  genius  of  our 
republican  Qpveniment^  the  equal  privQ^es  of 
the  people,  the  extent  at  our  country,  the 
diversity  of  our  pursuits,  and  our  abhorrence 
of  monopolies,  would  all  require  the  multipU- 
cation  and  difiiision  of  banks.  If  there  was  a 
dogle  one.  Mr.  Madison  complained  of  the 
proneness  of  our  statesmen  to  copy  T?ngliffh  ex- 
amples, without  consideri^  the  difference  be- 
tween tibe  genius  oS  the  ^^ish  Government 
and  our  own.  was  a  monarchy ;  ours  m 
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republic:  thtira  preferred  a  single  bank,  with 
enormoos  power  and  eztensive  privileges,  be- 
cause it  favored  the  ooncentratioo  of  wealth 
and  power  in  the  hands  of  a  few ;  onrs  (if  it 
admitted  of  any  bank)  wonld  re^nire  several, 
hecause  it  abhorred  ezdn^ve  pnvil^ea,  and 
required  the  diffosion  of  wealth  and  power, 
and  the  eqaal  distribation  of  benefits,  as  well 
as  hardens,  to  all  parts  of  the  Union.  The 
snggostion  of  Hr.  Madison  had  appeared  to 
him  (Hr.  B.)  to  be  eminently  jost  aod  proper 
from  the  time  that  he  first  read  it ;  and  he  had 
been  entirely  oonfinued  in  that  opinion,  and 
convinced  of  the  advantage  of  several  banks 
over  one^  Qf  there  are  to  be  apy,)  even  in  a 
monarchy,  by  tracing  and  oompuinff  the  his- 
tory of  the  uiree  Scottish  bonlu  with  the  sin- 
gle British  bank.  In  reading  this  history,  he 
had  seen  the  adrantage  of  checking  powers  in 
banking  Qovemments  as  well  as  in  political 
Governments.  The  three  Scottish  banks  bad 
held  each  other  in  check,  had  proceeded  mod- 
erately in  all  their  operations,  conducted  their 
bosinesa  r^olarly  and  prndently,  and  always 
kq>t  themselves  in  a  condition  to  face  their 
ore(Utora ;  while  the  ungle  Engli^  baok,  hav- 
ing DO  check  ftom  rival  institntiona,  ran  riot  in 
the  wantonness  of  its  own  unbridled  power, 
deln^ng  the  country,  when  it  pleased,  with 
pi^r,  and  filling  it  with  speculation  and  ex- 
travagaiice  j  drawing  in  again  when  it  pleased, 
ud  fflUng  it  with  lupkraptcy  and  pauperism ; 
oftan  tranacoiding  its  lindts,  and  twice  stop- 
ping payment,  and  once  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years.  There  can  be  no  question  of  the  incom- 
parable superiority  of  the  Scottish  banking  sys- 
tem over  me  Eoglisb  banking  system,  even  in 
a  monarchy ;  and  this  has  been  officially  an- 
nounced to  the  Bank  of  England  by  the  British 
JCnistry,  as  far  back  aa  the  year  1826,  with  the 
authentic  declaration  that  the  English  system 
of  banldng  must  be  assimilated  to  the  Scottish 
system,  and  that  her  ezolorive  privily  could 
never  be  renewed.  This  was  done  in  a  oorre- 
^ndence  between  the  Earl  of  liverpool,  first 
Lord  of  the  Treasnry,  and  Kr.  Bobinson,  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  on  one  ride,  and  the 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of 
JEngland  on  the  other.  In  their  letter  of  the 
18th  January,  1826,  the  two  Ministers,  advert- 
ing to  the  fact  of  the  stoppage  of  payment,  and 
repeated  convulsions  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
while  the  Soottisli  banks  had  been  wholly  free 
from  ench  calamities,  declared  their  conviction 
that  there  existed  an  unsonnd  and  delusive  sys- 
tem of  banking  in  England,  and  a  sound  and 
solid  system  in  Scotland  I  And  they  gave  the 
offidal  asaoranoe  of  the  British  Govttument, 
that  neither  his  Uf^esty's  IGnisters,  nor  Parlia- 
ment, woold  ever  agree  to  renew  the  chaHer 
of  the  Bank  of  England  with  their  exclusive 
privileges  1  Eiclosive  privileges,  they  said, 
were  out  of  fashion  I  Nor  is  it  renewed  to 
this  day,  though  the  charter  is  within  nine 
months  of  its  expiration  1 


In  the  pecoHar  exodlenee  of  the  Scottish 
plan,  lie  a  few  plaia  and  obvious  winciples, 
closely  related  to  republican  ideas,  first.'  Ko 
exolosive  privileges.  Secondly,  Three  inde- 
pendent bfuiks  to  check  and  control  each  other, 
and  difliise  their  benefits,  Instead  of  one  to  do 
as  it  pleased,  and  monopolize  the  moneyed 
power.  Thirdly.  The  liability  of  each  st^k- 
holder  for  the  amount  of  his  stock,  on  the  fail- 
ure of  the  bank  to  redeem  its  notes  in  specie. 
Fonrthly.  The  payment  of  a  moderate  interest 
to  deposits.  Upon  these  few  plain  principles, 
idl  of  them  founded  in  republican  notions, 
equal  rights,  and  equal  jusnoe,  tiie  Scottish 
banks  have  advancw  themselves  to  tiie  first 
rank  in  Europe,  have  eclipsed  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  caused  it  to  be  condemned  in  its 
own  coantry,  and  have  made  themselves  the 
model  of  e\l  future  banking  institutions  in 
Great  Britain.  And  now,  it  would  be  a  curi- 
ous political  phenomenon,  and  might  give  rise 
to  some  interesting  speculaUons  on  the  advance 
of  free  principles  in  England,  and  their  decline 
in  America,  if  the  Scottish  republican  plan  of 
banking  should  be  rejected  here,  while  pre- 
ferred there,  and  the  British  monarchial  plan, 
which  is  condemned  there,  shonid  be  perpetu- 
ated here  I  and  this  double  incongruity  com- 
mitted without  necessity,  without  excuse,  with- 
out givmg  the  people  time  to  consider,  aod  to 
oommnnicate  their  sentiments  to  their  constitu- 
ents, when  there  are  foor,  if  not  six  years,  for 
them  to  consider  the  suljjeot  before  final  de- 
cision is  required  I 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  saying  that  the  plan 
which  he  suggested  was  not  only  to  be  repub- 
lican, but  American ;  it  was  to  admit  of  no 
stockholders  but  those  who  were  citizens.  The 
present  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  full  of 
foreigners.  It  was  monarchial  in  its  organiea- 
tion,  and  foreiim  in  its  character.  The  former 
BaA  of  the  United  States  was  Justly  odious, 
and  truly  condemned,  on  acoonnt  of  its  foreign 
compoution;  and  the  present  bank  was  more 
largely  imbued  with  foreign  capital  than  the 
former  one  was.  Foreigners,  in  the  former 
bank,  held  but  18,000  shares  of  |400  each, 
making  (7,200,000  of  stock;  in  the  present 
bank,  they  own  84,055  shares  of  $100  each, 
making  |8,405,500  of  stock.  It  is-to  no  pur- 
pose to  say  the  foreigners  have  no  votes :  those 
who  have  the  money  will  role  in  all  moneyed 
institutions.  They  had  no  votes  in  the  former 
bank;  but  the  republicans  of  1811  would  not 
tolerate  an  institution  of  which  they  were 
members.    The  best  feature  in  the  Scottish 

Elan  of  bankinsf-^e  best  which  he  pn^oaed 
I  the  plan  he  had  sketched— was  the  liability 
of  stocVh(dder8  for  the  amount  th^r  stock. 
This,  of  course,  would  require  American  stock- 
holders ;  as  a  privilege  to  sue  British  lords  and 
ladies  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  would 
be  a  negatory  and  ridiculona  provision. 

Mr.  Clatton  had  a  few  observations  to  make 
in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Uissonri,  (Mr. 
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BsraoN,)  on  the  postponauent  of  the  bill  to  a 
more  odvanoed  period.  He  had  sn^ested  that 
party  feelings  wonid  be  engendered  with  it,  and 
that,  in  conaeqnenoe  of  the  Prendential  elec- 
tion, it  would  become  a  party  question  with 
the  people,  and  therefore  oaght  to  be  post- 
poned. He  woold  reply  to  the  gentleman,  that 
the  question  has  been  pressed  on  Congress  at 
this  very  session  by  the  President  hin^f^  and 
their,  acting  on  it  is  in  perfect  accordance  with 
the  sentiments  he  has  expressed. 

[Mr.  Clatton  here  read  the  paragraph  in 
the  last  Message  in  reference  to  the  sobjeot.] 

As  he  (Mr.  0.)  nnderstood  the  sentence,  the 
president  had  conceived  it  his  duty  to  press 
tiie  early  decidon  of  this  important  question  on 
the  people,  nor  omild  he  see,  nor  appreciate, 
the  prindple  1^  down  by  the  gentleman,  (Mr. 
B.,)  bow  it  conld  inflnenoe  the  election,  or  be 

!>nt  aside  on  that  acooun^  when  diej  were  told 
t  had  been  brought  before  them  by  the  Pred- 
dent  himself. 

But,  again,  he  (Mr.  O.)  woold  inqnire  of  the 
Senator  from  Missonri,  if  his  ailment  were 
now  good,  as  to  its  postponement  till  the  time 
of  tiie  expiration  of  the  charter,  why  he  had  so 
strenaonaly  pressed  a  decision  on  tiie  question 
even  last, session.  If  the  gentleman's  memory 
win  only  serve  him,  or  if  he  will  turn  to  what 
Is  recorded  on  their  jonmals,  he  will  find  that, 
cm  the  2d  of  Febmary,  1881.  a  resolntioD  was 
introduced  by  himsd^  that  "  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress should  be  expressed  against  renewing  the 
charter."  In  that  year  ttie  gentleman  had 
tJion^ht  it  right  for  Congress  to  pass  on  its 
oonstitntionality-— why  not  now,  in  1882  f  Be 
(Mr.  C.)  could  not  see  the  force  of  the  gentle- 
man's reasoning  respecting  the  new  ratio.  The 
President  had  not  referred  to  it,  nor  was  it 
probable  it  had  ever  occurred  to  him ;  and  it 
appeared  to  him  (Mr.  0.)  that  the  President 
had  placed  it  before  the  present  Congress.  He 
tmsted,  he  was  confident,  tliat,  in  deciding  the 
question,  party  feelings  wonld  hare  no  j^aee. 
He  perfeouy  agreed  with  the  honorable  cfadr- 
man  of  the  committee,  Qlr.  Dallas,)  that  it 
shoald  be  solely  a  le^slanve  bnidnesH,  and  that 
tbey  ahoold  act  on  it  as  snch,  and  not  snffer 
themselves  to  be  carried  away  by  any  bias  or 
pr^ndice  whatever,  or  other  feelings.  It  was 
a  measure  in  which  the  interests  of  the  whole . 
American  people  were  involved,  and  if  acght 
of  party  feelings  would  have  place,  they  would 
not  be  introduced  by  himself,  or  the  friends 
with  whom  he  generally  coincided  in  senti- 
ment. There  was  no  occasion  for  him  to  dwell 
on  the  general  featnres  of  the  measure,  after 
the  Sequent  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Haesaohnsetts  (Mr.  Wkbstbb)  yestorday. 

Ur.  Kabot  hoped  the  Senator  Arom  Uassap 
chnsetts  woold  put  his  proposition  in  blank, 
that  we  may  increase  the  amonnt  of  the  bonns. 
It  had  been  declared  by  a  very  intelligent  friend 
of  the  bank,  that  the  renewal  of  the  charter 
would  increase  the  valoe  of  the  sto^  by  the 
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amount  of  seventeen  milllonB  of  doUars.  It 
was  proper,  therefore,  that  the  Government 
shonla  have  a  snltable  equivalent  for  the  benefit 
thus  to  be  conferred  on  the  stockholders. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wkb- 
stbb'b  amendment,  and  it  was  decoded  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  83,  nays  10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators  pres- 
ent,  those  who  voted  are  as  fbUows : 

YEi.s.--lIeBars.  Bell,  Backner,  Cbunbens  CUy, 
eiajton,  Dallas,  Ellis,  Ewlng,  Foot,  Frelingbnysen, 
Gnindy,  Hayne,  He&dricks,  Johnston,  King,  Knight, 
Uiller,  Moore,  Nandain,  Poiadexter,  Prentiea,  Bob- 
Uos,  Robinson,  Se^monr,  ESlsbee,  Tazewell,  Tip- 
ton, TomliDBon,  Waggaman,  Webster,  White, 
Wilkins. 

Kats.— Messrs.  Bent<m,  Brown,  Dicketsoa,  Dad- 
ley,  HiU,  Uaogum,  Uaroy,  Smith,  Sprogve,  Troop. 

Mr.  Websteb  then  submitted  two  amende 
ments,  and  moved  that  th«y  be  printed ;  wbiGh 
was  ordered. 


MoNOAT,  May  28. 

Bank  qf  (A«  UitiXtA  .Sfat«»— iVnUUtsm  ^ 
Sota  tmdsr  3Wnty  DeHan. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  conuder  the  bill  to 
modiiy  and  continne  the  oharter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

The  question  beii^  on  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Wkhstkb,  being  in  sulratance — 

Ist.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
should,  at  any  time  here^er,  when  directed 
by  the  President,  have  the  power  to  purchase 
additional  stock  in  the  bank  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  three  millions ;  and 

2d.  That  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  the 
bank,  after  the  4th  of  March,  1831,  to  issue 
any  notes  of  a  less  value  than  dollars. 

Mr.  Wbbstbb  acceded  to  the  sn^estion  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that,  in 
re&rwice  to  his  first  amendment,  Gongreas 
could  act  hereafter,  whenever  sndi  utloB 
should  be  called  for  by  circnm  stances.  "Bn 
would  not  therefore  press  that  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  then  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Webbtsb  said  a  few  words  in  defence  <tf 
bis  second  amendment,  which  imposed  no  re- 
striction until  after  the  en)iration  of  the  pres- 
ent chartor.  The  effect  of  bis  proposition  would 
be  to  introduce  more  specie  into  circulatiofi, 
and  to  banish  the  small  notes  with  which  the 
country  is  inundated.  He  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  ten  dollam,  but  expressed  bis  will- 
ingness to  voto  fbr  a  hi^er  restrietioa,  If  any 
Senator  should  move  It. 

Mr.  Bbston  would  prapose  to  sabatltiite 
twenty  dollars,  and  would  ask  for  the  yeM  and 
nays  on  the  question.  He  alluded  to  the  preo*- 
dent  in  England,  of  fixing  on  a  high  amount, 
and  to  the  evils  that  had  occurred  from  a  con- 
trary system,  by  the  efforts  of  oountorfbtters 
b^n^  ocHifined  to  notes  of  small  amount,  as  eir- 
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Qnlating  among  the  laborljig  and  poorer  olasseB, 
who  were  leas  able  to  detect  tbe  forgery.  The 
notes  of  the  United  Btates  Bank,  also,  cironlat- 
ing  to  tbb  greatest  distance,  where  counterfeits 
leH  UsUe  to  be.  detected,  if  of  a  low 
•mount,  and  thtu  cdronlating  among  the  mar- 
keting clan,  might  iBdaoe  the  same  evili. 

lb.  Out  mentioned  the  itate  of  the  bank- 
uig  ^fstem  in  Kentucky — the  failnre  of  several 
bankfl.  When  he  first  heard  the  amendment, 
lie  was  opp(»ed  to  it  The  proposition  to  pass 
an  enactment  thns  restricting  the  amoant  of 
the  notes,  would  seriooslj  affect  the  resources 
0$  that  State— they  had  no  bank  of  tiieir  own, 
and,  by  rusing  the  notes  of  the  bank  above 
five  dollars,  they  would  hare  to  have  recourse 
to  the  notes  of  their  neighboring  States  for 
their  circulating  medium,  to  transact  their  or- 
dinary bufiineee  and  dealing.  Therefore,  he 
wai  c^pqeed  to  a  lUgher  sum  than  ten  dollars, 
and  would  only  agree  to  this,  as  a  disivetionary 
&vor  resting  in  Congress  whether  it  might  be 
prudent,  hereafter  to  fix  on  that  amount 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Foot  and  Hr. 
OHAiCBEBs,  the  queslaon  was  taken  on  fiUing  the 
blank  with  tw&atf  dollars,  when  it  was  agreed 
to ;  and  the  amendment  thus  shaped  was  oon- 
eurred  in. 

Taxation  of  the  Batik  Stock  by  the  StaUt. 

Mr.  MooBE  then  moved  his  amendment,  let, 
That  no  branch  should  be  estabti^ed  in  any 
State,  without  the  assent  of  the  State ;  and, 
Sd,  That  aTery  branch  shall  be  liable  to  taxa- 
tion in  the  St^  as  the  State  baolcs  tx^  or  in 
proportion  at  other  property  is  taxed. 

Mr.  Wbsoteb  sud  he  trusted  the  Senate 
wonid  not  act  on  these  propositions,  without 
flilly  understanding  their  bearing  and  extent. 
For  my  own  part,  said  he,  I  look  upon  the  two 
parts  of  the  amendment,  as  substantially  of  the 
same  character.  Each,  in  my  opinion,  confers 
a  power  in  the  States  to  expel  the  bank  at  their 
pleasure ;  in  other  words,  entirely  to  def^  the 
operations  and  destroy  the  edacity  for  useful- 
ness of  the  whole  bank.  The  simple  question 
is,  sliall  we,  by  our  own  act,  in.  the  charter 
itself^  {^va  tlie  States  pennisdon  to  expel  the 
bank  and  aU  Ha  branones  ftom  thejr  Umits,  at 
thdr  own  pleasure!  The  first  part  of  the 
■muidment  ^vds  tills  pem^iriota  in  express 
tmns;  and  the  latter  part  gives  it  in  effect, 
by  antikori^ng  the  States  to  tax  the  loans  and 
issnes  of  the  bank,  with  no  effiectnal  limitatibn. 
It  autears  to  me  idle  to  say  that  this  power 
may  be  safely  given,  because  it  will  not  be  ex- 
ercised. It  is  to  be  given,  I  presume,  on  the 
supposition  that  probably  some  of  the  States 
wul  choose  to  exercise  it^  else  why  is  it  fpven 
at  all?  And  will  they  not  so  choose?  We 
have  already  heard,  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate, ci  two  cases  in  which  States  attempted 
to  exerdae  a  power  of  this  kind,  when  t^y 
did  not  oonstittttionalhr  possefls  it.  Two  States 
haro  taxed  tiie  iHranuies,  fi>r  tiie  avowed  pur- 
pose of  driving  them  oat  of  Uiflir  limits,  and 


were  prevented  from  aocompliahiog  this  olfjeot 
merely  by  force  of  judicial  decisions  agamst 
their  right.  If,  then,  these  attempta  have  hem 
made  to  exercise  this  power,  when  it  was  not 
legally  possessed,  and  against  the  will  of  CJon- 
gress,  is  there  any  doubt  it  will  be  exwdsed 
when  ite  ueroisa'diall  be  pOTmitted,  and  in- 
vited by  the  proposed  amendment  ?  No  doubt, 
in  my  mind,  the  power,  if  granted,  will  be  ez- 
eroised,  and  the  main  oljeet  of  eoutinuing  the 
bank  thus  defeated. 

Now,  sir,  in  the  first  place,  I  doubt  exceed- 
ingly our  power  to  adopt  this  amendment,  and 
I  pray  the  ddiberate  oonuderation  of  the  Sen- 
ate, in  r^ard  to  this  point  In  the  first  plaocb 
let  me  ask,  what  is  the  oonstitotional  ground 
on  which  Oongrees  created  this  corporation, 
and  on  which  we  now  propose  to  continue  itf 
There  is  no  express  antiionty  to  create  a  bank, 
or  any  otHar  o(Hrporation,  ^tw  to  us  by  the 
constitution.  The  power  is  derived  by  uu]di- 
cation.  It  has  been  exercised,  and  can  be  ex- 
ercised, only  on  the  ground  of  a  just  neceatity. 
It  is  to  be  maintained,  if  at  all,  on  the  allega- 
tion that  t^e  esteUisbment  a  national  bank 
is  a  Just  and  necessary  means  of  carrying  on 
the  Government,  and  of  executing  the  powers 
conferred  on  Congress  by  the  constitution.  On 
this  ground,  Congress  has  establisbed  this  buik, 
and  on  this  it  is  now  proposed  to  be  continued. 
And  it  has  already  been  judicially  decided  that 
Congress  having  esteblished  a  bank  for  these 
parposes,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
prohibits  the  States  from  taxing  It  Observe, 
sir,  it  is  the  oonstitotion,  not  the  law,  whidi 
lays  this  prohibition  on  tiie  States.  The  diar^ 
tor  (A  the  bank  does  not  declare  that  the  States 
shall  not  tax  it  It  says  not  one  word  on  that 
subject  The  restrunt  is  imposed  not  by  Con- 
gress, but  by  a  higher  authority,  tiie  constitu- 
tion. Now,  sir,  I  ask  how  we  can  relieve  the 
States  from  lAas  constitutional  prohibition.  It 
is  true  that  this  prohibition  is  not  imposed  in 
express  terms ;  bnt  it  resnlts  from  the  general 
provisions  of  the  constitution,  and  has  been 
Jndioially  decided  to  exist  in  fml  force.  This  is 
a  protection,  then,  which  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  by  ite  own  force,  holds  over 
this  installment,  wmoh  Congress  has  doMued 
necessary  to  be  <n«ated,  in  order  to  cany  on 
the  Government,  so  soon  as  Congress,  exerda- 
ing  its  own  judgment,  has  chosen  to  create  it. 
Can  we  throw  off,  from  this  Government,  this 
ooustitutional  protection  I  I  think  it  clear  we 
cannot  We  cannot  repeal  tiie  constitution. 
W^  cannot  say  that  every  power,  every  branch, 
every  institution,  and  every  law  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, shidl  not  have  all  the  force,  all  the 
sanction,  and  alt  the  protection,  which  the  con- 
stitution gives  it.  By  the  constitution,  every 
law  of  CoDgress  is  finally  to  be  considered,  and 
ite  construction  ultimately  settled  by  tiie  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  Uuted  States,  These  very 
acta,  before  refiarred  to^  taxing  tiw  banks,  were 
held  valid  by  more  or  fawer  of  the  States* 
I  judicatures,  bat  were  finally  pronounced  un- 
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eonstitatioDal  by  the  Supreme  Ooitrt  of  the 
United  ^atea;  and  t2iiB,  not  by  force  of  any 
woda  in  the  chuter,  hot  by  foroe  of  the  con- 
■titaticai  ItaelE  I  ask  whether  it  ii  oompetoit 
for  ns  to  reverse  this  provi^m  of  the  cooatitn- 
Uon,  and  to  aay  that  the  laws  of  Oocgress  ahall 
receive  their  ultimate  oonstmotion  from  the 
State  oonrta.  Agun :  the  oonstitutitm  ^ves 
CoDgresa  a  right  to  lay  duties  of  imposts,  and 
it  prohibits  the  exercise  of  any  each  power  by 
the  States.  Now,  it  so  happens  that  the  na- 
tiional  Treasury  is  fall,  and  Uie  State  Treaanrias 
are  &r  lesa  so.  It  might  be  ^onght  very  oon- 
venient  that  a  part  of  the  reoelpta  at  the  cas- 
tom-hooses  ahoald  be  received  by  the  Statee. 
Bat  will  any  man  aay  that  Gonpeaa  oonld  now 
anthorixe  the  States  to  lav  and  collect  imposts 
under  any  restrictions  or  Umitationa  whatever  f 
No  one  will  pretend  it  ^lat  wonld  he  to 
make  a  new  partition  of  power  hatween  this 
Government  and  the  State  Governments.  Mr. 
Uadtson  has  very  correctly  observed,  that  the 
aasent  of  the  States  cannot  eonfer  a  new  power 
on  OongrMS,  except  in  those  cases  especially 
|ff0vided  in  the  constitotion.  This  is  very 
trne;  and  it  is  eqaally  true  that  the  States  can- 
not obtfun  a  new  power,  by  the  consent  of 
Ooogreaa,  ag^nst  the  prohibition  of  the  oousti- 
tatimi,  except  in  those  cases  whldi  are  ex- 
preasly  so  lurovided  for  in  the  oonMitntiion 

Allow  me  now,  ICr.  Preddent,  to  in<;^iure  on 
what  gronnd  it  la  that  the  States  claim  this 
power  of  taxatioi^!  They  do  not  daim  it  as  a 
power  to  tax  all  property  of  th^  own  citizens. 
This  they  possess,  without  denial  or  dQubt. 
EveiT  stoi^older  in  the  bank  is  liable  to  be 
taxed  for  his  property  therein,  by  the  State  of 
which  he  is  a  citizen.  This  right  is  exerdsed, 
I  believe,  by  all  the  States  which  lay  taxes  on 
money  at  interest,  income,  and  other  snbjects 
of  that  kind.  It  is,  then,  not  that  they  may  be 
authorized  to  tax  the  property  of  their  own 
dtizens ;  nw  ia  it  beoaoae  any  State  doea  not 
partioipata  in  tiie  advantage  of  the  premhim  w 
DODOB  paid  by  the  bank  to  Govemment  for  the 
charter.  That  aom  goea  into  the  Treaanry  for 
tiie  general  good  of  all 

Kor  can  the  claim  be  siutidned,  nor  indeed  ia 
it  asserted,  on  the  strength  of  the  mere  ciroum- 
atanoe  that  a  branch  or  an  office  is  established 
in  a  State.  Snch  office  or  branch  is  but  an 
agency.  It  is  no  body  politic  or  corporate.  It 
has  no  legal  existenoe  of  itself.  It  is  hot  an 
agent  of  ue  general  corporation.  That  these 
agents  have  their  residence  or  place  of  basiness 
in  a  particular  State,  is  not  of  itself  the  foun- 
dation of  any  olum.  Bat,  aooording  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  wnendmeDt,  the  ground  of  tUa 
elaim  to  tax  ia  evidently  the  loua  and  iaaoea ; 
and  theae  loans  and  isniea^  pwp&ij  nieaking, 
we  the  loans  and  ^soctints  the  baiuc  The 
office,  as  an  agent,  conducts  the  arrangements, 
it  is  true ;  but  the  notes  which  are  issued  are 
notea  of  the  bank,  and  the  debts  ore^ed  are 
debta  doe  to  the  bank.  The  dreolation  la  the 
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cinmlatiMi  of  the  bank.  Now  the  tmt^  itf 
what  the  Btatea  daim,  (W  what  this  amandnMot 
proposes  to  give  them,  ii^  a  ri(^t  to  tax  A* 
clr<ndati<Ki  ca  the  bank.  It  Is  on  tUa  vf|tat 
that  the  argument  rests.  The  ocamKm  wajy  at 
stating  it  is,  that,  since  State  banka  pay  m  tax 
to  the  State,  these  brandi  banks,  coming  among 
them,  onght  to  pay  a  similar  tax.  Bat  the 
State  baiua  pay  the  tax  to  the  Btate^  for  the 
privilege  of  ciroalatioa ;  and  the  prc^HMition  ia, 
l^er^ore,  neither  more  nor  leas  than  that  the 
United  States  Bank  shall  pay  the  States  for  the 
same  privilege.  The  circulation  of  the  Inlls  ia 
the  saostance.  The  locality  of  the  office  ia  bat 
an  incident.  An  office  is  created,  for  example^ 
on  Oonnectioat  River,  uther  in  VaiiiiliniMilla, 
Vermont,  Oonneodeat^  or  New  Hamfahin., 
The  notea  ctf  tJie  bank  are  loaned  at  thla  ofito^ 
and  pat  into  cironlation  in  all  theae  StateSr 
Now  no  one  will  say  that  the  State  where  the 
office  happens  to  be  placed,  shcmld  have  a  rigbt 
to  lay  this  tax,  and  the  other  States  have  no 
such  ri^bt.  This  wonld  be  a  merely  arlutnuy 
distinction.  It  would  be  founded  on  no  real  or 
substantial  differeDce,  and  no  man  could  seri- 
ously contend  for  it,  aa  it  seems  to  me.  Under 
this  very  amendment,  Pennsylvania  would  be 
authorized  to  collect  a  large  tax,  and  New  Jer- 
sey no  tax  at  all,  although  l^e  State  cironlation 
of  New  Jersey  to  as  maoh  iniHuged  and  dimin- 
ished aa  that  of  PeuuylTania  by  the  ohmdatiM 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea.  Tlie  Statee 
which  have  the  benefit  of  branches,  (if  it  be 
a  benefit,}  are  to  have  the  farther  advantage  of 
taxation,  while  other  States  are  to  have  Dettber 
the  one  nor  the  other.  Founding  the  olaim  m 
the  State  right  to  derive  benefit  man  the  paper 
oircalation  wbich  exists  within  it,  the  advocatae 
of  the  dum  are  dearly  not  cuiustent  with 
themselves  when  they  maintain  a  measnra 
which  profesaee  to  protect  that  right  in  aome 
States,  and  to  leave  it  unprotected  in  others. 

But  the  inequality  of  the  operation  of  this 
amendment  ia  not  the  tmly,  nor  the  main,  oIk 
Jeotion  to  it.  It  prooeeda  <»  a  priniu|de  not  to 
DC  admitted.  ItaasertL  or  ittakealiwpanted, 
that  the  power  of  avthoriring  and  r^olating 
the  paper  currency  of  the  "ooanby  ia  an  exdn- 
aive  State  right.  The  groond  aaaumed  ean  be 
no  less  broad  than  this :  because  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  having  the  grant  oi  a  powiar 
from  Congreas  to  iesae  notes  for  dronlatitHi,  its 
right  is  perfect,  if  Congress  oonld  make  sodi 
grant  It  owes  nothiog  to  tiie  States,  if  Oon- 
grees  could  give  what  it  has  ondertaken  to 
give ;  that  is  to  say,  if  Congress,  of  ita  own 
authority,  may  confer  a  right  to  iasDe  paper  for 
circulation.  Now,  sir,  whosoever  denies  thie 
ric^t  in  Oonsresa,  denie^  of  oooiae,  its  power 
to  create  snch  a  bank  aa  now  exista ;  at  lea^ 
so  it  strikes  me.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
Statee  is  quite  unconstitational,  if  the  wMe 
ps^r  cironlation  belongs  to  the  Statea;  be- 
cause the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  a  bai^ 
of  oiroulatitm,  and  .waa  ao  intended  to  be  by 
Ooogresfl,  which  expressly  aathoriaed  the  oir> 
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tnltHcua  of  notw  and  bills.  The  power  of  issn- 
ftng  DOtn  for  mroolation  is  not  an  indispensable 
ingre^ant  in  tiie  oonititatioii  of  a  bank  merely 
aa  ft  bank.  The  earlier  banks  did  sot  possess 
%  and  ina^r  good  ones  have  existed  withoat  it. 
▲  bank  with  no  sneh  power  mi^t  yet  very 
well  collect  the  pnblio  revenue,  (proviMd  there 
was  a  proper  mediom  in  whioh  It  coold  be 
paid,)  ooald  favorably  well  remit  the  revenue  to 
tbe  Treantry,  and  could  deal  nsefiilly,  to  some 
extent,  in  the  bnsinees  of  exchange. 

On  what  ground  is  it,  then,  that  Oongress 
poHesses  the  power  not  only  to  create  a  bank, 
oat  a  bank  of  (Eolation?  Simply,  as  I  sop- 
jrase,  beoaoae  Congress  possesses  a  oonsdtn- 
tioaal  ooatni  oror  the  onnenoy  of  the  ooon- 
try,  and  has  power  to  provide  a  lafb  nufium 
of  euoolationf  m  well  m  other  purposes,  as 
tar  the  ocdleotion  of  its  own  debts  and  revenue. 
The  bank,  therefore,  already  possesses  onoon- 
stitutiooal  power,  if  the  paper  oironlatioD  be 
the  sal^ect,  exdusiv^,  of  State  right  or  State 
regnlatioD.  Indeed,  nr,  it  is  not  a  little  star- 
tling  that  snch  exclusive  right  shoold  now  be 
assMted.  I  observed,  tbe  other  day,  that,  in 
my  opinioQ,  it  was  very  diffioolt  to  muntain, 
on  the  face  of  tiie  ocnuUtntioii  itself  and  iiid»- 
pendent  of  long-oontinaed  practioe,  the  doo- 
trine  that  the  States  could  authorize  the  dron- 
lation  of  bank  paper  at  aU.  They  cannot  coin 
■un^;  con  t&ey  than  coin  that  whii^  be- 
aoBua  the  actual  and  almost  tlie  imiversal  snb- 
stltnteforaoncyl  Is  not  the  right  of  Isadng 
ftupetf  intended  for  oiroulatioD.  in  tiie  place  aaa 
as  tbe  representative  of  metallic  onrrency,  de- 
rived mersfy  from  the  power  of  coining  and 
vegulating  that  metallic  onrrffliey  1  As  bring- 
ing this  matter  to  a  just  tes^  let  me  tSk. 
whether  OcnifresB,  if  it  had  not  the  power  of 
eoining  money,  and  of  regulating  the  value  oi 
foreign  coins,  could  <»eate  a  tunk,  with  the 
power  to  oironlate  IhUs.  For  one,  X  think  it 
would  be  difficult  to  make  thaA  out  Where, 
then,  do  the  States,  to  whom  all  ooutnd  ovw 
the  ntfitallio  onnency  is  altogether  prohibited, 
grt  ibis  power  t  It  is  true,  that,  in  other  coun- 
tries, ]ffivite  bankers,  having  no  legal  anthor- 
over  the  coin,  Issue  notes  for  oircnlation. 
Bat  tills  they  do  always  with  the  consent  of 
Government,  expressed  or  implied;  and  Gov- 
ernment restiraitts  and  r^olates  all  their  operit- 
tioQB  at  its  pleasure.  It  would  be  a  startling 
propoai^n,  in  any  other  part  of  the  wmrld, 
that  the  pren^^ve  of  coining  money,  held  by 
Government,  was  liable  to  be  defeated,  ooon- 
teraoted,  or  impeded,  by  another  prerc^ative, 
held  in  other  huds,  w  anthori^ring  a  p^>er  dr- 
enlatiiNi. 

It  ifl  fortberto  be  obserred,  that  the  States 
cannot  issae  Mils  of  credit ;  not  that  they  cao- 
Dot  make  them  a  l^al  tcnidw,  but  that  ihey 
eannot  iasne  them  at  alL  Is  not  this  a  dear  in- 
dioatim  of  the  intent  (tf  the  oonittitution  to 
restrain  the  States  as  well  from  establishing  a 
paper  drculation,  aa  from  Intufering  with  the 
uatalUe  dnnlatioaf  Banks  have  been  created 


by  States  with  no  capital  whatever ;  their 
notes  bdng  put  into  oironlatioQ  simply  on  tlw 
credit  of  the  State  or  the  State  law.  What  an 
tha  issoes  ot  such  banlu  but  bills  of  credit 
issued  by  the  State  I 

I  confess,  "Ut.  Preddent,  that  the  more  I  re- 
flect on  this  ssUect,  the  mom  clearly  does  my 
mind  af^nMoh  the  oondndon  that  tbe  creation 
of  State  banks,  for  tbe  purpose,  and  with  the 
power  of  dronlating  pq>er,  is  n<^  coudstent 
widi  the  grants  and  prohibitions  of  the  consti- 
tution. But,  sir,  this  is  not  now  the  question. 
Tlie  question  is  not  whether  the  States  hare 
the  exdosive  power ;  it  is,  whether  tbey  alone 
have  tbe  power.  Hay  tiiey  rightfully  exclude 
the  United  States  frcnn  all  intenerenoe  with  th6 
paper  ouirenoy  t  Are  we  interlopers,  wfam  we 
create  a  bank  of  dnmlatknif  Do  we  owe 
them  a  selgnorage  fbr  tiie  dnolatint  of  UllSi 
hy  a  oorporation  created  by  Oongressf  Tip  to 
the  present  time,  the  States  hare  been  content 
with  a  concurrent  power.  They  bare  indeed 
ooDtrdled  vastiy  tbe  laiger  portion  of  the  dr> 
uulation ;  but  tiier  have  not  ddmed  exdusive 
authority  over  uie  whole.  They  have  de< 
manded  no  tax  or  tribute  from  a  bttik  iasning 
paper  under  the  authority  of  Oragress.  Not  do  I 
know  that  any  State  or  States  now  in^st  upon 
it.  It  nuy  be  that  individnal  States  have  put 
forth  such  claims,  in  thdr  kgidatire  capacity ; 
but^  at  presMit,  I  reodleot  no  instance.  Tiie 
amendment,  however,  which  is  now  proposed, 
asserts  tbe  daim,  and  I  cannot  consent  to  yield 
to  it  We  seem  to  be  making  the  last  struggle 
for  the  anthority  of  Oongress  to  inteifere  at  all 
with  the  aotusi  cnrrraoy  of  the  country.  I 
shall  never  agree  to  surrender  that  anthority ; 
I  would  as  soon  yidd  the  ooini^  power  itself; 
nor  do  I  tiiink  there  would  be  much  greater 
danger,  nor  a  much  dearer  departure  ttwa  con  - 
stitntional  prindple,  in  WHisenting  to  such  sar> 
render,  thsa  in  aoquicBdng  in  what  is  now  i«o> 
posed. 

Ut.  Uoomm  said :  With  due  deforenoe  to  the 
opinion  of  other  gentiemen,  Z  must  be  pennit- 
ted  to  sur  that  I  view  tiw  power  <tf  taxation  aa 
oAe  of  ue  hl^Mst  attributes  of  State  sover- 
eignty,  and  that  the  State  possesses  this  power 
in  the  most  unlimited  extent  over  all  objects  or 
subjects  of  prowatf  within  its  jarisdiction. 

I  care  not  wnether  the  property  belong  to 
a  foreigner  or  a  citizen,  provided  it  be  witiiin 
the  jurisdietion  of  tiie  State,  and  receives  pro- 
tection from  her  laws ;  this  oircumstanoe  ctm- 
stitates  the  right  of  taxation. 

The  State  of  Alabama  imposes  a  tax  upon 
foreign  merchandise,  tbeir  own  bank  stock,  the 
money  of  tbeir  own  dtizcus  placed  at  interest; 
race  turft,  zaoe  horses,  ^euuraUe  oarriaee^ 
&c. ;  theaa  are  oonndered  as  the  moat  le^ti- 
mato  ol^ects  ot  taxation,  becanse  the  tax  is 
either  pidd  by  the  wealthy,  who  are  most  aUe 
to  bear  it  or  it  is  pi^d  tot  pn^terty,  whidi  is 
most  profitable  to  the  owners.  But  we  are 
oompdled  to  go  fhrther,  and  extend  the  tax  to 
other  ot|)eotB,  real  estate^  davesi  a  nan^s  saddle 
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hone,  Us  oattle,  his  fjamilf  clock  ia  his  house, 
his  time^ieoe  ia  his  pocket ;  naj,  nr,  a  poor 
man  who  owns  not  one  oent  of  property,  and 
•masr  faaTe  a  large  family  to  snpport,  ia  reqaired 
to  pay  a  poll  tax ;  yas,  sir^  he  most  pay  lor  his 
soup,  and  apon  the  principle  that  his  peraonal 
rights  and  privileges  are  protected  by  the  laws 
of  the  State  which  makes  this  demand  opon  him. 

I  have  said  that  foreign  merohandise,  intn>- 
dooed  from  New  York  or  elsewhere,  was  in 
onr  State  subject  to  taxation ;  and  why  ahonld 
not  moneyed  capital,  brought  from  Europe  or 
elsewhere,  be  also  eubjeot  to  taxation  1  why 
dionld  the  individual  who  brings  this  o^ittal 
anumg  as,  enjoy  ezemptloa  frma  lialnlitgr  to 
tazaticm?  This  capital- is  mora  wtively  and 
profitahlx  employed.  Bai^un  drag  tiionstiidB 
of  dollars  from  the  po<&ets  of  oar  fellow-dti- 
sens ;  their  rights  are  eqnal^  protected ;  the 
laws  afford  them  all  the  necessary  fig^ties  in 
carrying  on  their  banking  opantions,  in  the 
ooLleotion  of  their  debts,  &o.  And  what  is 
more,  if  their  rights  are  invaded,  they  will  be 
defended  by  the  dtisens  oi  the  State,  and 
mwnly  by  these  very  poor  men,  too,  who  pay  a 
poll  tax,  many  oi  whom  have  no  property  to 

Erotect  aud  defend,  while  they,  with  th^ 
vea,  defend  and  protect  millions  for  bankers. 
For  mj  part,  I  cannot  oonedve  oi  a  more  ter- 
mite snigeot  of  taxation  tium  bank  stock.  For 
the  reascns  I  have  slready  intimated,  tibe  tax  is 
paid  by  those  most  aUe  to  bear  it,  and  npon 
property  which  yields  immense  profits  to  the 
owners. 

But  the  propriety  of  this  tax  is  objected  to, 
again,  on  the  ground  that  the  corporation  has 
already  given  to  the  General  Government  a 
sufficient  equivalent  fOr  all  the  privileges,  im- 
tnunitie^  &o.,  in  the  bonns  provided  for  in  this 
amended  charter ;  and  to  permit  the  States  to 
impose  a  further  tax,  would  bo  too  bordensmne 
and  improper,  &c  Now,  mr,  is  this  so  t  Are 
we  not  boond  to  view  ttus  bonus  as  in  consid- 
eration for  the  franchise,  inimanitieB,  and  tbs 
deposits  the  General  Government  afford  this 
instatntion,  as  a  corporate  body,  unconnected 
with  the  privileges  it  may  enjoy  by  the  loca- 
tion of  its  branches  in  the  StiUes,  under  State 
-anthority  I  Can  it  .be  presumed  that  a  State 
.would  yield  its  right  of  taxation,  as  regards  its 
branches,  for  the  inconsiderable  amount  of  in- 
terest it  may  have  in  the  bonns!  Of  what 
value  will  the  proportitm  of  thiff  one  and  a  half 
million  of  dolkrs,  to  which  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama may  be  entitled,  be  to  that  State !  It 
will  not  be  the  means  of  reducing'  the  high 
texes  and  heavy  burdens  vfaioh  are  pressing  so 
op^HressiTely  npon  our  citizens.  No,  sir,  this 
bcmns  will  be  taken  from  the  general  ooflters, 
and  apprcqniated  to  purposes  m  internal  im- 

Cvement,  the  erection  of  breakwaters,  lig^t* 
ises,  canals,  aubsoription  to  stock  in  the  Bal- 
timore and  Omo  Ridlroad  Company,  &a ;  for, 
sir,  it  was  with  some  difficulty  that  an  attempt 
to  obtain  one  million  from  the  Treasnry  for  this 
•pn^ert  was  suoeadtally  resisted  the  t^ter  day. 


Su-,  CKperienoe  assnna  vs  tluse  are  the  par* 
POMS  to  ti^doh  tins  one  and  a  half  mllHoB  of 
dfdlars  will  be  appn^iriated,  mdeoi,  indeed,  llie 
amendment  of  the  honorable  Besutor  from 
Maine  (Ur.  Bpsaoitk)  shall  soooeed,  whicbpro* 
vides  that  the  bonus  shall  be  diiided  among 
the  several  States  sooMding  to  their  respeetiTO 
representation  in  Congress,  And,  sir,  altJim^ 
I  do  not  think  this  would  do  jnstiee  to  tiie  State 
of  Alabama,  yet  I  believe,  as  a  diriinet  and 
substantive  propodtion,  I  would  sapport  it  io 
preference  to  the  tnii^nal  plan ;  bnt^  sir,  I  can- 
not vote  £ar  it  as  a  snbstitnte  for  ^  pn^xiai- 
tvm  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit. 


TmsDEfcT,  May  S9. 

Banl  of  the  United  StaU»—S«charter. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  modify  and  oontinne  the  act 
to  incorporate  the  snbsraibers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Wkbstkb  made  some  obawvatkn  a* 
length,  in  reply  to  the  argmnents  of  Mr.  Ta» 
wnx.   After  he  had  oondnded, 

Mr.  Tazxwxll  inqnired  if  he  had  understood 
the  Soiator  from  Massachusetts  correct^,  as 
entertaining  doubts  of  the  power  of  the  Btaiea 
to  create  State  banks. 

Ifr.  Wdbtkb  refdied  that  it  waa'  now  too 
late  to  question  a  power  which  bad  beoi  aoqji^ 
esced  in  by  the  dmerent  branches  of  the  nd- 
eral  Government  fa*  thme  forty  years.  Bni  if 
the  question  had  been  orinnidly  put  to  him 
before  such  acqoiesorace,  he  showd  have  ex- 
pressed great  doubts  on  the  subject.  He  then 
referred  to  the  clauses  of  tiie  constitution  vhidi 
prohibit  the  States  frtnn  coining  money,  and 
reserve  to  tiie  United  States  the  exdomvs 
power  of  regulating  the  currency,  and  m^lrfag 
issues  of  ^Id  and  nlw ;  and  inferred,  that,  u 
the  .OMistitntion  thus  cantioiuly  exdoded  the 
States  fivm  issoing  a  metalUo  oniTOK^,  it  nercr 
intended  that  th«y  ahonld  anthotiBe  tfaa  iasDa 
of  that  whidi  is  a  representstive  of  the  metal- 
lic currency.  The  States  had  been  indn^ped 
with  the  power  of  cre^ng  banks  fcnr  forty 
years,  and  now  they  demanded  to  make  that 
power  exclusive,  and  to  tax  the  branches  of 
the  United  States  Bank'  established  in  their 
limits,  for  the  t>nrpose  of  Mtablishing  a  nufma 
currency. 

Mr.  FoBSTTB  asked  if  he  had  understood  the 
Senator  from  MassachosettB  as  stating  that  tJw 
States  had  the  rk^t  to  tax  such  of  their  oit^- 
sens  as  hdd  sto<£  in  the  United  StataBud^ 
on  account  of  that  stock. 

Mr.  WsBsran  replied  in  the  affinnativei 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  replied  that  if  that  was  tlia 
case,  bow  was  it  contended  that  the  ei|^  and 
a  biuf  millions  of  rtock  held  by  foreigneia  w«n 
to  be  considered  as  not  liable  to  taxation  I 

Mr.  WsBsrsB  replied  Uiat,  by  tibe  comity  of 
nations,  the  pn^Kuty  fore^inus  was  held 
free  froin  taxation.  Why  did  ve  not  tax  Ae 
• 
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lottu  of  tbe  Baiingt  to  the  Ohio  Osnal,  or  the 
H<dl«nd  loan  to  tlie  OheHmalM  and  Ohio  Os- 
nd,  or  the  Pemnir^Taiiia  loftn  ?  It  is  the  nn- 
doitn^QS  between  uellMU,  not  to  tax  priyate 
proptttT'  in  peaoe,  nor  to  oonfisoate  it  in  war. 
We  mtcf  hold  stook  in  tiie  fnnda  of  Great 
Britain,  bnt  we  are  not  liable  to  Uxataen  for 
that  Btook. 

■  After  a  few  words  from  Hr.  BruMmt,  in  ex- 
planation of  his  views, 
Ai^onmed. 


Fbidat,  June  1. 
Bani  of  ihs  United  Statet—Seeharter. 

The  Senate  aittaog  as  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  oonsideration  of  tbe  bank  bill  was 
resmned — the  qneation  still  nendlog  on  Mr. 
HooBB^B  ameBdment,  ^vuig  uie  sereral  States 
the  power  of  taxing  the  isanea  and  loans  of  the 
bank ;  and  on  Mr.  Siuous's  motion  to  strike 
ont  so  mnch  of  tbe  same,  and  to  tabstitate  a 
clause  to  distribate  tbe  bonnsto  be  paid  bj  the 
bank  among  the  States  aooordlDg  to  tbdr  fed- 
eral numbers. 

Mr.  Bob  rose.  The  ammdments  pn^Mwed 
«mt>raeed,  he  a^  two  dlstinot  questions.  The 
first  qmatioa  related  to  tbe  pn^etj  tjt  reoog- 
niziog  the  power  ot  tuation  in  the  spveral 
States  witiwi  thrown  Jnrls^etion;  and  the 
flDMBdment  to  this  went  to  abrogate  snob 
power^  and  to  snbstitnte  a  correlative  proposi- 
tion in  its  place,  enaotiiu  that  the  boniu  to  be 
paid  hy  the  bank  for  ns  exeladve  privil^;es 
and  firuiohise  shoold  be  distribated  among  tiie 
Btates.  Now,  for  his  part,  he  eoold  not  agree 
to  sitth  snbstitnte ;  for  he  could  not  ^iela  up 
the  question  of  the  power  of  tax^on  in  the 
States.  9nch  a  snbstitote  wonld  seem  an  at- 
tempt to  change  the  nature  of  tbe  original  fed- 
eral oompaot— to  enlarge  it — to  make  the 
power  of  the  Federal  Government  more  tran- 
■eeodeat  t^an  at  the  adoptloa  of  Hhi  teAeni 
eoBstitation.  As  regarded  first  qnestjon, 
relative  to  the  power  of  taxing  residing  in  the 
States,  it  had  been  argued  in  two  wajs  that  it 
did  not  exist ;  that  this  oould  be  proved  hj  the 
decision  of  the  Sopreme  Oonrt;  and  again, 
that,  if  it  did  not  exist  under  tibe  old  charter 
of  the  bank,  Oongrese  ooold  not  give  it  now. 
It  was  with  the  greatest  relnctance  that  he 
would  impugn  an^  decision  of  tbe  Supreme 
Oonrt ;  for,  than  himself,  no  man  had  a  higher 
opinion  of  its  merits,  or  held  it  In  higher  re- 
ject But,  nevertheless,  he  would  not  bllDdl;^ 
mneoder  his  judgment  to  aj  tribunal,  how- 
ever exalted,  when  it  was  evident  its  judgment 
was  emmeons.  And  when  the  Supreme  Oourt 
erred,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  express  his  dis- 
sent. And,  in  the  case  of  Mothilloch  against 
tiie  bank,  it  was  his  opinimi  that  tiie  court  had 
BO  erred,  that  its  deouion  amounted  to  a  feh 
deta.  The  prinoiptes  and  the  premises  there 
aasniaed  were  erroneoos— of  consequence,  so 
•wit  4it$  oonoloekn.  It  was  abo  anfsed  that, 


if  the  power  ot  taxation  wwegranted,  it  in- 
dnded  the  power  to  destn^.  Be  (Mr.  B.)  de> 
nied  the  proportion,  and  would  contend  that 
the  power  «  taxation  Indnded  the  power  to 
protect.  The  argument  "was  only  acoordant 
with  tyrannical  principles,  not  with  repnbUean 
dootrinee.  It  was  one  which  could  not  be  e»- 
erdaed  in  a  republic.  Where,  again,  the  power 
of  taxation  is  granted,  he  would  assert  that  the 
party  exeroMng  this  right  is  bound  to  protect 
these  taxed  ta  lien  thereof^  the  same  as  other 
institutions.  If  the  aiwament  were  conceded, 
it  would  allow  of  the  distinotion  of  the  f^op- 
eiij  of  the  buk,  and  the  tndividnal  iHt^kerCf 
of  the  stookholde>rs.  And  what  would  beoome 
of  tiie  property  of  fiw^gnenl  Every  d$y*a 
experience  ahowed  tiie  remit  irf  taxation  wilhiii 
our  jurisdiction ;  if  Ibreign  merchants  intro- 
duoed  goods,  they  were  taxed  at  the  very 
threshold,  no  matter  where  the  owners  were 
domiciled,  and  the  protection  of  their  rights  of 
property  followed.  It  was  a  universal  princi- 
ple, that  our  power  to  tax  foreign  goods,  on 
tiieir  introduction,  involved  protection,  not 
confiscation.  The  latter  power  wonld  be  that 
of  a  demon,  not  that  of  a  civilized  Qovem- 
meat.  If  real  estate  is  purchased  hj  tUs  oor- 
pwation.  as  sueb,  it  is  not,  it  is  true,  tbe  prop- 
erif  <tf  A  or  B,  bnt  of  the  stookhddm  at  lai^ 
It  IB  united  property,  and  as  a  whole,  like  otfaor 
propOTty,  is  a  fur  subject  of  taxation.  Again ; 
did  ne  hMd  his  property  in  the  bank,  he  thcHigbt 
that  it  should  not,  for  that  reason,  be  exempt 
fVom  taxation.  And  why  should  not  corpora- 
tions be  taxed?  Faculties  were  taxed.  Look 
at  our  eariy  laws  for  Internal  improvements. 
Lawyers  were  taxed  for  the  right  of  exerciring 
their  profess4<m ;  and  even  our  Administration 
— the  property  in  their  hands,  under  executory 
deeds,  was  a  subject  of  taxation.  He  would 
ask  why,  if  a  pwson  <diose  to  invest  his  prop- 
erty or  his  money  in  tiiis  manner,  in  a  oorporfr- 
tion,  it  dioold  not  be  Bride  to  taxaticn.  Baa 
it  not  more  profit  when  thus  invested,  tiian  in 
any  other  mode,  and  not  solitfeot  to  as  mneh 
labor  or  attention  on  the  part  of  the  individual  t 
It  was  known  that,  after  the  payment  of  aH 
expenses,  it  left  a  clear  dividend,  equal,  if  not 
more  tiian  property  otherwise  invested.  It 
should  be  taxed,  in  his  opinion,  above  all  other 
pr<n>erty,  beoause  it  allowed  the  stockholders, 
without  any  trouble  on  their  part,  to  exercise 
their  diflferent  avocations  and  professions ;  and 
that  it  was  the  fairest  subieot  of  taxation  in  the 
world,  because  it  idlowed  its  owner  other  dis- 
posal of  his  time. 

As  this  tax  formed  a  portion  of  the  revenue 
of  tiie  country,  it  must  be  maififiMt  that  the 
power  to  impose  it  existed  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment from  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
tlnion.  When  the  constitution  was  formed, 
tiie  right  was  never  donbtod.  Bnt  this  power 
(taking  it  for  granted)  in  the  United  States  was 
possessed  as  oonourrent  by  the  several  States^ 
unless  where,  by  th^  own  consent,  it  was  ex- 
pressly  denied  them  by  the  constitution.  Within 
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Hour  ovn  Jorisctietion  they  posaeased  as  fbll 
md  ooQoarreDt  power  of  tazaUfm  as  the  Gen- 
eral GJovernments  To  prore  ibis,  he  would 
refer  to  the  early  expodtlon  of  this  part  of  our 
oonstitatLon,  at  the  time  of  its  adoptioa,  when 
it  was  neoessarily  best  understood.  It  woald 
be  focnd  in  the  "  Federalist,"  page  83,  written 
by  Alexander  Hamilton. 

He  bad  already  endeavored  to  show,  by  the 
c^ittions  of  HamUton,  and  his  exposition  of  the 
constitation,  that  the  several  States  possessed  a 
eoncorrent  power  of  taxation  with  the  Govern- 
ment itself  unless  when  defined  to  the  con- 
trary ;  and  these  were  limited  to  two  subjects, 
viz..  imports  and  exports,  the  taxing  of  which 
Is  |Haced  in  tiie  OoTemment  $1000.  The  iu- 
oome  on  the  paUio  lands,  whidi  had  dnce  been 
created,  might  be  also  adduced ;  but  where 
United  States  had  laid  a  tax  on  them,  did  it 
iwevent  the  State  Qovemment  from  taxing  the 
samet  Both  had  done  so.  If  ^e  United 
States  laid  its  hand  on  srane  particular  ol^eots 
for  taxation,  whether  slaves,  land  tax,  or  other 
things,  it  did  not  place  an  exdusive  right  in  the 
Government ;  be^ose,  exercised  in  uiose  par- 
ticolars,  tite  State  was  deprived  of  the  like 
power,  bat  had  likewlae  a  correlative,  a  con- 
oorrent  ^wer.  Nor  does  it  follow  that,  if  Uils 
florporation  be  invested  witli  cwtaln  immtnU- 
ttes,  they  stiall  operate  as  a  bar  agidnst  the 
light  inherent  in  the  States.  Such  privileges, 
if  invested  in  those  individuals  in  their  corpo- 
rate capaiuty,  woaM  resemble  the  old  nobl«»e 
in  France,  whose  estates  were  exempt  from  all 
taxation,  tbrowing  the  burden  on  the  people, 
and  create  in  this  country  a  graot  moneyed 
aristocracy,  a  privileged  class.  He  would  nevw 
consent  to  such  privileges.  Out  of  a  capital  of 
tiiirty-six  millions,  only  seven  were  owned  by 
the  Government,  llins  leaving  twenty-nine  mil* 
lions  of  exempted  property.  Then,  as  regarded 
the  pn^iwty  owned  1^  wm-reddenta,  wmch,  it 
wonld  appear,  amounted  to  raie-ibaith  of  the ' 
wlwle,  jBy  ^e  deddrai  of  the  Bnprane  Court, 
that  we  oonld  not  tax  the  aabjeots  of  a  foreign 
GoTM-nment,  this  property  was  exempt ;  and  if 
this  argument  and  decision  were  correct,  the 
whole  stock  of  the  bank  might  be  transferred, 
and  thus  a  general  exemption  take  place. 
Oould  this  be  allowed  f  And  were  the  States 
to  be  called  on  by  their  authority,  to  give  their 
protection  to  the  ofBcers  of  this  corporation  resi* 
dent  within  them,  and  yet  be  restricted  from 
taxing  the  property  and  the  individoals  thus 
protected!  He  would  ask,  what  bom  was 
given  to  the  States  in  lien  t 

ib.  B.  referred  to  the  laws  that  bad  already 
been  passed  fat  Uadm  the  Bank  of  the  Uidted 
States.  In  the  third  volmiw  of  the  Laws  <^ 
the  United  States,  would  be  found  an  impori- 
tion  of  a  direct  tax,  and,  among  other  things, 
the  law  imposes  a  stamp  tax  on  the  notes  of  all 
the  banks ;  and  the  Bank  of  Uie  United  States 
then,  existing  under  the  andiority  of  the  United 
States,  had  a  tax  imposed  <»  it,  and  ^d  make 
the  oompoeltion  of  one  per  cent,  provided  for 


[Har.lMSL 

by  that  law.  The  other  law  was  that  of  1818, 
whioh  law  impmed  a  tax  on  bonks,  and  tha 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  not  then  «x* 
emptedl  If  the  Government,'  then,  possesses 
the  power  of  tazine  the  United  States  Bank, 
how  is  it  that  the  Kates  are  to  be  divested  oi 
that  power  t  It  has  been  siud  that,  if  this 
power  be  coooedod  to  the  States,  they  wiU  sot 
widely  and  inconsiderately,  and  tax  the  bank 
to  its  rain.  But,  beeaase  a  power  may  be 
abused,  does  it  argue  that  this  power  does  not 
exist?  If  this  be  conceded,  it  would  prohiUt 
the  exercise  of  all  lawful  power,-  both  the 
Federal  and  State  Govemmenta.  He  meuit  no 
disrespect  to  the  Ooagressftf  the  United  Statei^ 
when  he  asked  If  there  had  never  been  an 
abuse,  or  indiscreet  exerdse  of  power,  on  thrir 
part  Where  was  the  nnnedy,  when  there  was 
such  an  indiscreet  exercise  of  power?  There 
was  none,  other  than  in  the  returning  good 
sense  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  exer- 
cised throogn  their  representatives.  He  ad- 
mitted that  the  State  of  Ohio  had  acted  indis- 
creetly in  taxing  ^e  bank  so  extravagantly  as 
she  did.  But  let  us  review  the  oiroomstancM 
under  whioh  she  acted.  At  the  doee  of  tb» 
war,  there  was  no  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
but  the  currency  <^  tbe  country  was  ooi^ned 
to  notes  of  tbe  State  banks.  The  OovarMMBt 
applied  to  these  banks,  and  urged  them  to  tik» 
its  loans.  He  was  in  Oonness  at  the  time  thrt 
the  cashiers  attended,  and  exposed  tlie  8ita»> 
tion  of  the  bank.  We  have  no  money,  said 
they :  but  we  have  stock  on  which  we  make 
our  discounts;  we  consider  this  cash,  which 
oonld  be  realized  in  time  of  peace,  Init  now  not 
available.  Every  bank  i^lied  to^  thus  exposed 
thMr  utoation,  and  declared  their  Inability  to 
lend;  that  when  war  came,  their  situatkai 
would  1m  perilous,  for  the  stock  <m  which  tiiej 
relied,  and  which  yielded  tbem  six  per  eent., 
conld  not  be  turned  into  money,  in  ease  of  s 
pressure  on  their  banks.  The  re|^of  tin  Beo* 
retary  was  that  of  a  statesman.  The  Govem- 
ment,  said  he,  must  have  mon^ ;  and  tiie  eon- 
sequence  was,  specne  payments  by  the  baniok 
ceased;  tbe  Government  contumed  to  seU 
Treasury  notes  to  them,  and  they  continued  to 
make  loans  to  the  Government.  The  notes  ef 
these  banks  not  paying  specie,  were  taken  to 
an  immense  amount,  and  cirenlated  throaghovt 
the  country,  for  the  payment  of  tbe  troops,  and 
for  the  purchase  of  all  the  supplies  needed  to 
carry  on  the  war ;  for,  unfortunately,  the  banks 
that  did  pay  specie,  refused  to  lend  money  to 
support  an  "  unnatural  and  uqjnst  war."  WbM 
peace  came,  no  time  waa  allowed  to  tiMsa 
banks,  who  had  put  into  oironlation  sneh  avnit 
amount  of  notes  in  ordw  to  serve  tbe  Govern- 
ment, to  call  in  their  drcnlation ;  bnt,  foifetftl 
of  the  benefits  recdved  from  them,  the  Got- 
emment  immediately  created  another  bonk,  to 
compel  those  banks  to  find  specie  for  the 
amount  ihey  had  ont  What  was  the  oonae* 
qoenee  !  The  Bank  oi  the  United  States  irant 
into  opcantion  with  not  tbtw  nUlBona^  oi^  in 
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leas  than  mghteen  months,  issaed  notes  to  the 
WDoaQt  of  eighteen  miUions,  which  was  after- 
wards reduced  to  nine  millions.  The  State 
banks  were  drained  of  their  specie  to'  sappljr 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  (apwards  of 
seventy-two  miiliooa  were  drawn  from  Ken- 
tocky  and  Ohio  alone,)  nntU  ther  fonnd  them- 
selves in  a  Bitoation  of  great  deprea^on  and 
embarrassment,  and  many  of  them  were  mined. 
Now,  it  was  not  astonishing  that,  in  this  state 
of  things,  when  sach  a  besom  of  destmction 
was  aweeptng  aw»^  the  State  institations,  and 
tiie  fiMtunes  of  indifUnals  oonnected  with 
tbenif  that  there  Aoald  have  been  soch  an  ex- 
^tement  as  caused  the  legislation  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  before  referred  to.  At  that  very  time, 
the  State  of  Kentnoky  was  employing,  through 
the  medium  of  her  State  bank,  a  capital  of 
sevrn  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doluvs,  ac- 
quired by  the  sale  of  her  Green  Biver  lands. 
This  was  the  case,  also,  with  the  State  of  Ohio, 
who  made  a  similar  investment  of  her  capital. 
The  Ijank  interfered,  and  these  State  institu- 
tions were  rained.  Here  was  the  cause  of  the 
extraordinary  excitement  which  produced  that 
^  extraordinary  taxation  of  a  bank  that  had  pro- 
dooed  so  maoh  iqjqTy.  He  waa  not  now  argu- 
ing the  quesUnt  whether  the  bank  ahonld  be 
recliartered  or  not;  he  was  only  contending 
that,  if  it  should  be  reohartered,  it  should  not 
be  in  such  a  way  as  to  have  the  power  of 
tveaking  down  the  State  institutions. 

Mr.  Dddlbt  said  that,  recognizing  the  right 
of  tiu  several  States  to  give  instraotions  to 
their  Senators,  who  ought  to  consider  them- 
selves bound  to  obey  them,  he  had  no  diffionlty 
in  yielding  a  ready  obedience  to  the  instruc- 
tions contsined  in  the  rmolutions  he  then  held 
in  his  hands.  These  resolutions  were  adopted 
at  tiie  late  sesdon  of  tiie  L^islatnre  or  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  had  never  yet  been 

E resented  to  the  Senate.  The  soUect  had  a 
»ng  time  been  under  disonsrioii,  and  that  reeo* 
lution  had  finally  received  the  conourrence  of 
a  mcyority  of  two-tiiirds  of  the  Legislature. 
He  beiieired,  therefore,  that  they  qwke  the 
Jangnage  of  a  nu^ority  of  tiie  State.  He 
ahonld  accordingly  vote  agtinst  the  bill,  in 
whatever  shape  or  form  it  mig^t  be  modified. 
He  took  this  opportunity  of  expreuing  his  dis- 
i^probatlon  to  granting  a  great  moneyed  mo- 
nopoly in  oonsideration  of  a  bonus.  He  oon- 
onrred  in  the  principles  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentieman  from  Alabama,  affirm- 
ing the  jAf^bta  of  the  States  to  tax  ^  branches 
of  the  bank  to  the  extent  that  they  tax  tiudr 
own  inatitutiona,  and  dwnld  |^ve  totiieamend- 
ment  his  stqipwt.  In  the  SUite  of  New  Tork, 
whidi  had  a  banking  capital  of  twenty-four 
nilUoiu,  all  paid  in,  and  many  insurance  and 
other  incorporated  companies,  all  such  institu- 
tions were  taxed,  not  by  tiie  State,  for  there 
was  no  State  tax,  so  called,  but  taxed  under  tiie 
antbority  of  the  State  for  local  purposes.  The 
taxes  taiaed  fir<Hn  faqtr  to  ei^^ty  cents,  averas- 
ing  atbont  fifty  oemts  oo  the  one  hundred  du- 


lars.  He  felt  that  he  should  neglect  the  inter- 
ests of  the  State  he  represented  here,  if  he  did 
not  urge  the  introduction  of  a  clause  in  the 
bill,  reserving  to  the  States  the  ri^t  to  tax  the 
branches  of  the  bank  equally  with  their  insti- 
tutions. He  asked  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tions, and  that  they  might  be  l(ud  on  the  table. 
Mr.  I>.  then  handed  in  and  the  Secretary  read 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  Tork,  lustnictiog  their 
Senators  and  requesting  their  Bepresent^ives 
in  Congresi  to  oppose  tne  redbartering  ot  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bnmnr  said :  The  aumidment  c^Gered  by 
the  Senator  f^om  Alabama  (Mr.  Moon)  wai 
declaratory  of  the  rights  of  uie  States,  both  to 
refuse  admisdon  of  these  branch  banks  into 
their  limits,  and  to  tax  them  like  other  prop- 
erty, if  admitted ;  if  this  amendment  was  struck 
ont,  it  was  tantamount  to  a  legislative  declara- 
tion that  no  such  r^te  existed,  and  would 
operate  as  a  confirmation  of  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Oonrt  to  that  effect.  It  is  to  no  pur- 
pose to  say  that  the  reaction  of  the  amendment 
will  leave  the  charter  silent  upon  the  sut^ect ; 
and  the  rights  of  the  States,  whatsoever  they 
may  be,  wlU  remain  in  fkiU  tone.  That  ia  the 
state  of  the  existisg  chartor.  It  Is  dlent  imon 
the  snbject  of  State  taxation;  and  in  that 
ulence  the  Supreme  Ooiui  has  and 
nullified  the  rights  of  the  States.  That  oonrt 
has  decided  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
is  independent  of  State  le^slationl  conse- 
qnentiy,  that  she  may  send  branches  into  the 
States  in  defiance  of  their  laws,  and  keep  them 
there  without  the  payment  of  tax.  This  is  the 
decistmi ;  imd  the  decidon  of  the  conrt  is  the 
law  of  the  land ;  so  that,  if  no  declaratory 
clause  is  put  into  the  charter,  it  cannot  be  sud 
that  the  new  charter  will  be  silent,  as  the  old 
one  was.  The  voice  d  tiie  Supreme  Oonrt  is 
now  beard  in  that  silence,  proclaiming  the  sn- 
premaoy  of  tlie  bank,  ana  tbe  degraioation  of 
the  States;  and,  unless  we  interpose  now  to 
ooQUtervail  that  voice  by  a  legislative  declara- 
tion, it  will  be  imposnUe  for  the  States  to  ro> 
east  it,  except  by  measures  whi^  no  <nie  wtehea 
to  contemplate. 

The  argument  that  these  branches  are  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  Federal  Government  to  carry 
on  its  fiscal  operations,  and,  therefore,  ought  to 
l>e  independent  of  State l^islation,  is  answered 
and  expunged  by  a  matter  of  fsct,  namely,  that 
Congress  itself  has  determined  otherwise,  and 
that  in  the  Tory  ofaaitw  of  tiie  bank.  The 
charter  limits  the  right  of  the  Federal  Oomn- 
ment  to  die  catol^ahment  of  a  sin^e  brandi, 
and  that  one  in  the  District  of  Odnmbial  The 
branch  at  this  place,  and  the  parent  bank  at 
Philadelphia,  are  alt  th^  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  stipulated  for.  All  beyond  that  is 
left  to  the  bonk  itself  to  establish  branches  in 
the  States  or  not,  as  it  suited  its  own  interest, 
or  to  employ  State  banks,  with  the  approba- 
tim  d  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  do  the 
bosineM  of  the  branohaa  ibr  Uw  United  Static 
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Congress  ie  contented  with  State  banks  to  do 
the  bnaineBs  of  the  branches  in  the  States ;  and^ 
tfaer^ore,  antborixes  the  very  case  which  gen- 
tlemen apprehend  and  so  loudly  deprecate,  that 
New  York  may  refuse  her  assent  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  branches  witMn  her  limits,  and 
send  the  public  depouts  to  the  State  banks. 
This  it  wliat  the  olmrter  oontemplateB.  Look 
at  the  charter ;  aee  the  fourteenth  article  of  the 
ooDstitotioQ  of  the  bank ;  it  makes  it  optional? 
vith  tlie  directors  of  the  bank  to  establiui 
branches  in  such  States  as  they  shall  think  6t, 
with  the  idtem^ve  uf  nsing  State  banks  as  their 
anbstltQtes  in  States  In  which  they  do  not 
bhoose  to  establish  branches.  This  brings  the 
establishment  of  branches  to  a  prirate  affur,  a 
mere  qoestion  of  profit  and  loss  to  the  bank 
itself;  and  cuts  up  by  the  roots  the  whole  ar- 
gument ot  the  necessity  of  theee  branches  to 
tiie  fiscal  operations  of  the  Federal  Oovem- 
ment.  The  establishment  of  branches  in  the 
States  ia,  then,  a  private  «»ioern,  and  presents 
this  qneetitm :  shall  ncm-reiddeata  and  aliens— 
even  alien  enemies,  for  suidk  they  may  be — have 
a  ri^t  to  carry  on  the  trade  of  banlung  within 
the  limits  of  the  States,  without  their  consent, 
without  liability  to  taxation,  and  without  amuia- 
bility  to  State  legislation  1  The  snggestion  that 
the  United  States  owns  an  interest  in  this 
bank,  is  of  no  avful.  If  she  owned  it  all,  it 
would  still  be  subject  to  taxation,  like  all  other 
property  is  which  she  holds  In  the  States.  The 
tanas  whidi  she  had  obtained  from  individuals 
In  satisfaction  of  debts,  were  ail  subject  to  tax- 
ation; the  public  lands  which  she  held  by 
graDts  from  the  States,  or  purchases  from 
nveign  powers,  were  <miy  exraipted  frcsn  tax- 
ation by  virtue  of  commots,  and  the  pigment 
of  five  per  centom  on  Ihe  pnweeds  <tf  the  sales 
for  that  exemption. 

The  li^t  of  the  States  to  tax  banking  insti- 
tations  of  every  kind,  State  or  federal,  is  ^ust  as 
olear,  and  rests  npon  the  same  fonndation,  as 
her  rig^t  to  tax  land  and  houses,  merchants  and 
jewellers,  ferries  and  taverns.  Xhe  right  clearly 
exists  with  respect  to  the  branches  of  the 
United  States  Bank;  and  ought  Congress  to 
destroy  that  right,  by  refusing  to  insert  a 
declaratory  clause  to  protect  it  ag^nst  the  de- 
oiffloo  oi  th»  Supreme  Court!  Of  all  the  snb- 
jects  of  taxatitm,  the  mmieyed  power  is  the 
most  snitable  ana  proper.  Jews  were  taxed, 
and  enormonsly  taxed,  all  over  Europe,  because 
they  dealt  in  money.  They  were  made  to  bear 
the  chief  harden  of  taxation,  because,  having 
most  money,  they  were  most  able  to  bear  it. 
These  branch  banks  ought  to  be  taxed,  at  least 
as  much  as  the  citizens  of  the  Stat^  upon  the 
same  principle.  These  foreigners  and  noa-re»- 
dents,  carrying  on  the  trade  of  l)anking  within 
a  State,  and  making  Immense  sums  out  of  the 
people  of  the  State,  to  be  carried  off  and  ex- 
pemded  elsewhere,  and  contributing  nothing  to 
uie  milita^  defence  of  the  State^  ought  eer- 
t^nly  to  eontribnte  in  mon^  to  tlw  sapport  of 
the  Government  from  which  th^  duive  all 


the  benefits  of  wealth  and  protectkm.  The 
lands  of  non-residents,  and  of  aliens,  are  not 
exempted  from  taxation;  why  should  their 
banks  be  exempted  I  GrcAt  is  tiie  profit  which 
they  derive  from  the  banking  business ;  great 
is  uie  power  which  it  ^vm  tuem  over  the  per- 
sons uid  the  property  ci  onr  citiieus.  The 
bank  debt  is  now  about  ■aveutgrmilUima  of  dol- 
lars, vbich  cannot  be  a  less  amiiud  tax  npon 
the  people  of  this  Union  than  five  or  dx  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  In  the  West  alone  the  debt  is 
near  tturty  millions,  and  the  annual  interest, 
with  exchange  and  other  charges,  near  three 
millions.  The  abduction  'of  spede  from  the 
South  and  West,  by  the  operation  of  these 
branches,  is  now  asoertuned  to  exceed  twenty- 
three  millions  of  dollars!  Of  this  immense 
sum,  LonisvlUe  has  ftirniahed  one  million  one 
hundred  and  seven  thousand  five  hundred  and 
sixty-three  dollars;  Cincinnati,  six  hundred 
and  twenty-sevot  thonsand  dollars;  Htta< 
bnrg,  about  nine  hnndred  thousand :  Loois, 
three  hnndred  thonsand,  (within  the  last  two 
years ;}  New  Orieana,  about  twelve  mQUona 
dollars,  besides  near  a  million  more  shipped 
direct  to  Europe,  without  passing  through  the 
mother  bank.  When  earned  to  Philadelphia,  • 
much  of  this  specie  is  sent  abroad,  to  be  sold  at 
a  premium  in  Europe.  .About  fire  millions  of 
dollars  have  thus  been  exported  and  sold  by 
the  bank  within  a  few  years  at  a  premium  cs 
ninety  seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty 
dollars ;  and,  in  lieu  of  specie  thns  abducted 
from  the  South  and  West,  these  sections  are 
dduged  with  a  small  paper  currency,  as  illeaal 
as  it  ia  nnsonnd  and  vidous,  and  praeticaUy 
nnoonvertiUe  into  specie,  because  ft  is  made 
payable  five  hundred  or  a  thonsand  miles  oC 
AU  the  flourisiung  cities  of  the  West  are  mort- 
gaged to  this  moneyed  power.  They  may  be 
devoured  by  it  at  any  moment.  They  are  in 
the  jaws  of  the  monster  I  A  lump  of  hntter  in 
the  mouth  of  a  dog  I  tne  gnlp,  tme  swallow, 
and  all  is  gone  1 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
Mr.  UooBE^s  amendment,  and  decided  in  tiio 
affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 

YzAB.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Dallas,  Ewiog,  Foot,  Frelingbuysen,  Hendricl:s, 
Hotmes,  Johnston,  Kni^t,  Aaudain,  Fdndexter, 
Prentiss,  RobUns,  Bunlfla,  Sevmonr,  Slabee,  Sodtb, 
Sprague,  TIptOD,  Tomfinsoa,  Waggamaa,  Webster, 
Wilkini— 26. 

Nats. — Heaers.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Dudley,  EUis,  Orundy,  HavDe,  EBU,  Kane,  Kog, 
Uangum,  Uarcy,  MiUer,  llDora,  BoUnsOD,  Tkie- 
welt.  White— 18. 

Batdbdat,  June  2. 

The  Senate  again,  utting  as  a  Comndttee  v/t 
the  Whole,  resumed  the  condderation  of  the 
bankbiU. 

The  series  of  amendments  submitted  \fj  Hr. 
BiHTox  came  np  in  order. 
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The  fint  ma  to  the  fidlowing  ir<wdfl: 

"That  so  muoh  of  the  origliul  cliirter 
itrietB  uyy  faUxn  Conmss  tnm  grantlag  charten 
of  Incorporation  to  other  banking  companies,  and 
gruits  aoezelnfltve  priTtleg«  to  the  stoc^oldera  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  shall  be,  and  the 
•ante  herebj  la,  repeated  from  and  after  the  third 
day  of  Harob,  in  rae  year  one  thomand  ogjbt  bun* 
dred  and  (tdAj-AjJ* 

Ht.  Bkntok  poioted  out  the  clauses  in  th« 
oharter  wbiob  granted  the  eicloslve  prinlese, 
and  imposed  the  restriotion,  which  It  was  the 
o^eot  of  his  motioD  to  abolish;  and  read  a 
partof  tlieSlst  wcftton,  whloh  enacted  tiiat  no 
other  bank  Bhould  be  establiabed  by  any  fiitare 
law  nf  ttie  United  States,  during  the  oon^naooe 
of  that  diarterand  which  pledged  the  fiii^ 
of  the  United  States  to  the  observance  of  the 
monopoly  thereby  created.  He  said  the  privi- 
lege of  iMUikiDg,  here  granted,  was  an  exclnsive 
privilege,  a  monopoly,  and  an  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  all  fiitare  Oongresses,  as  well  as  of  the 
rights  of  all  citizens  of  the  Union,  for  the  tenn 
the  charter  had  to  mn,  and  which  might  be 
considered  perpetual ;  as  this  was  the  last  time 
that  the  people  conld  ever  make  head  against 
the  new  pohUoal  power  which  raised  itself  in 
the  form  of  the  bank  to  overbalance  every 
other  power  in  the  Government  This  exela- 
dve  privily  is  contrary  to  the  genins  of  onr 
Govenimen^  wMoh  is  a  Government  of  eqoal 
rights  and  not  of  exolnrive  privileges ;  and  ft  is 
dearly  nnanthorized  by  the  oonstitation,  which 
cnly  admits  of  exdodve  priviloces  in  two  soli- 
tary, specified  oases,  and  each  of  these  fonaded 
upon  a  nataral  right,  the  case  of  antbors  and 
inventors ;  to  whom  Congress  is  antfaorized  to 
grant,  for  a  limited  time,  the  ezclnsive  privily 
of  selling  their  own  writings  and  discoveries. 
Bat  in  the  case  of  this  charter  there  is  no  nat- 
nr^  right,  and  it  may  be  well  said  there  is  no 
limited  time ;  and  the  monopoly  is  far  more 
glaring  and  indefannble  now  than  when  first 
granted ;  for  then  the  charter  was  not  granted 
to  any  jMrUonlar  set  of  indivldnals,  bat  lay  open 
to  au  to  BttbsOTibe  to  it ;  bnt  now  it  is  to  be 
oontinned  to  a  parUenlar  set,  and  many  of  them 
fisreigners,  uid  all  of  whom,  or  their  asngnees, 
had  already  enjoyed  the  privilege  for  twenty 
years.  If  this  company  sncoeeds  now  in  getting 
their  monopoly  continned  for  fifteen  years, 
they  will  so  entrench  themselves  in  wealth  and 
power,  that  they  will  be  enabled  to  perpetnate 
their  charter,  and  transmit  it  as  a  private  in- 
heritance to  ^ir  posterity.  Oar  Oijvernment 
delights  in  rotation  of  office ;  all  officers,  from 
the  highest  to  Ihe  lowest,  are  amenable  to  that 
principle;  no  one  is  suffered  to  remain  in  pow- 
er thirty-five  years;  and  why  should  one  com- 
pany have  the  conuoand  of  the  moneyed  pow- 
er (H  America  for  that  long  period  ?  Oan  it  be 
the  wish  of  any  person  to  establish  an  oligarchy 
with  nnbonndeid  wealth  and  perpetoal  existence, 
to  lay  the  foandation  for  a  nooUt^  and  mon- 
wohy  in  this  America  I 

Too  reatariotion  upon  ftitnre  OragnsKB  is  at , 


mac  with  every  principle  of  conBUtational  right 
and  le^dsUve  moallty .  If  the  oonatitddon  nai 
given  to  one  Oongresa  the  ri^t  to  charter 
banks,  it  has  ^ven  it  to  every  one.  If  tUa 
Oongiess  has  a  right  to  establish  a  bank,  every 
other  Congress  has.  The  power  to  tie  the 
hands  of  onr  snccessors  is  nowhere  ^vea  to 
as;  what  we  oan  do,  onr  snccessors  can;  a 
legislative  body  is  always  equal  to  itself.  To 
make,  and  to  amend ;  to  do,  and  to  undo ;  is 
the  prer(^tlve  of  each.  But  here  the  attempt 
is  to  do  what  we  onrselves  oumot  amend — what 
onr  saooeasors  cannot  amend — and  what  onr 
snceessora  are  forbidden  to  imitiUe)  or  to  do  in 
any  fwrn.  litis  shows  the  danger  of  aasumii^f 
imijilied  powera.  If  the  power  to  establish  a 
national  bank  had  been  expressly  granted,  then 
the  exercise  of  that  power,  being  once  exerted, 
woold  be  exhausted,  and  no  further  legislation 
would  remidn  to  be  done ;  bnt  this  power  is 
now  assumed  upon  constrnotion,  after  having 
been  twice  rejected  in  the  convention  which 
framed  the  constitution,  and  is,  therefore,  with- 
out limitation  as  to  number  or  character.  Mr. 
Madison  was  express  in  his  opinions  in  the  year 
1791,  that,  if  there  was  one  bank  charteredf 
there  ought  to  be  several  I  The  genins  of  the 
British  monarehy,  he  sud,  fovored  the  concen- 
tration cf  wealth  and  power  t  In  America,  tin 
genius  ot  the  Qovonunent  required  the  difiudon 
of  wealth  and  power.  The  eetablishment  of 
bnmohes  did  not  satisfy  theprindple  of  difflirion. 
Several  independent  banks  alone  oould  do  it. 
The  branches,  instead  of  lessening  the  wealth 
and  power  of  the  single  institution,  greatly  in- 
creased both,  by  giving  to  the  great  central 
parent  bank  an  organiEation  and  ramification 
which  pervaded  me  whole  Union,  drawing 
wealth  from  every  part,  and  sul^ecting  every 
part  to  the  operations,  political  and  pecuniary, 
of  the  central  institution.  Bnt  this  restriction 
ties  up  the  hands  of  Congress  from  granting 
other  charters.  Behave  as  it  may — plunge  into 
all  elections— -omTube  the  oountoy  with  ei^an- 
sions  and  oontractlms  of  paper  currency — ^ftul 
in  its  ability  to  help  the  merchants  to  pay  their 
bonds — stop  payment,  and  leave  tiie  Govern- 
ment no  option  but  to  receive  its  dishonored 
notes  in  revenue  payments — and  still  it  would 
be  secure  of  its  monopoly ;  the  hands  of  all  fti- 
true  Congresses  would  be  tied  up ;  and  no  rival 
or  additional  banks  cohld  be  established,  to 
bold  it  in  check,  or  to  supply  its  place. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  his  remarks  with  Showing 
the  origin,  and  also  the  extinction  of  %i8  doo- 
trine  in  England.  A  tory  Parliament  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne  had  first  granted  an  ex- 
clusive privily  to  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
imposed  a  resbiotion  upon  the  ri|^t  of  rature 
Parliaments  to  establish  another  bank ;  and  the 
3(nnistry  (tf  18S6  bad  condemned  this  doctrine, 
and  proscribed  its  continuanoe  in  England. 
The  charter  granted  to  the  old  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  to  the  existing  bank  had  copied 
those  obnoxious  clauses ;  bat  now  that  theqr 
were  condemned  in  JBn^And  as  too  nq}u8t  aiul 
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odioosfor  that  monarchial  country,  thej  ought 
oertainly  to  be  discarded  inthisrepnblio,  where 
equal  rights  were  the  vital  principle  and  raling 
feature  of  all  oar  institutions. 

There  was  now  a  call  for  the  question ;  and, 
on  diviBloii,  the  amendment  was  r^ectod,  as  fol- 
io wb: 

TiAB. — Ueesrs.  BeDton,  Brown,  Dudley,  EUis, 
Orandjr,  Hajne,  HiU,  Kane,  Einf;,  Marey,  HiUer, 
Moore,  TazeveO,  Tronp,  Tyler,  White — 16. 

Kats. — Messrs.  BeO,  Bockaer,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Dallas,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Naudain,  Poiodexter, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Boggles,  Seymoar, 
^bec,  Smith,  Spragne,  Tipton,  Tomlliiion,  Wig- 
gaman,  Webstei^26. 

Mr.  Bhhtok's  second  amendment  was  at  fol- 
Iovb: 

**11iat  the  stockholden  In  stid  oorporatlon  ibill 
he  liable  in  their  lodlTidual  and  pdnUi  capacities 
to  the  amoiint  of  their  stoelc,  if  the  said  corpora- 
tion pfaould,  at  any  time,  fdl  or  refuse  to  pay  its 
notes,  bills,  bonds,  obligations,  drafts,  or  other  se- 
curities, in  gold  or  silver  coin ;  and  the  holders 
thereof  may  sne  asld  stockholders  belbre  any  tribu- 
nal having  JnrisdicUon  thereof." 

This  provision,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  copied  from 
the  charter  of  the  famous  Scottish  banss,  which 
are  now  considered  as  the  models  of  all  good 
banks ;  and  the  good  effects  it  has  product  in 
those  institntions  should  enoonr^  all  others 
to  assnme  it.  The  provinon  is  founded  in  the 
just  medium  between  the  eommon  law  princi- 
ple of  partnerships,  which  makes  each  partner 
wble  for  the  whole  debts  of  the  oonoran,  and 
the  corporation  principle,  which  absolves  each 
partner  from  all  liability.  Each  of  these  ex- 
tremes was  eqnally  unjust  in  a  banking  institu- 
tion. The  liability  of  each  stockholder  for  the 
whole  debts  of  the  corporation,  would  always 
be  unjnst  with  respect  to  himself,  and  ongatory 
with  respect  to  the  public ;  the  total  exemption 
from  all  liability  was  ui^ust  to  the  public,  as 
stockholders  might  continue  to  live  in  affluence, 
while  those  who  held  their  notes  might  be  re- 
duced to  bef^ary.  Liability  to  the  amount  of 
the  stock  was  the  true  principle,  and,  berides 
b^g  just  in  itself^  was  a  principle  of  easy  «p- 
pHcmwi;  as  the  hdders  oi  the  notes,  on  the 
wlnre  of  the  bank,  could  immediately  bring 
their  actions  against  an^  stockholder,  and  con- 
tinue to  recover  from  hmi  until  he  bad  p^d  up 
the  amount  of  his  stock. 

But  mb  fact  was,  that,  where  this  principle 

Prevailed,  there  was  no  occasion  to  enforce  it, 
t  was  the  true  check  and  control  over  the 
banks ;  the  efiectnal  restrunt  upon  over-issues. 
The  Scottish  banks,  which  contained  it,  had 
never  stopped  payment ;  the  Bank  of  I^gland, 
which  did  not  contun  it,  had  twice  stopped. 
It  was  the  true  security,  and  the  only  one, 
agunst  sudden  expansions  and  contractions  of 
the  cnrrent^ — those  ebbs  and  flows,  in  which 
there  is  a  deltu;e  of  p^>er  to-day,  and  every- 
body tuns  in  debt,  and  a  dearth  of  p^>er  to- 
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morrow,  and  all  debtws  are  mined.  The 
presence  of  snob  a  provision  prevents  the  bank 
from  running  the  risk  of  these  expansions  and 
contractions,  and  keeps  it  to  the  same  steady 
line  oi  business  whidi  pmdt^it  merchants  and 
tradoa  follow.  It  was  the  best  of  remedies  for 
the  otUb  to  which  banks  wen  most  sabje^; 
it  was  the  remedy  of  prevention  I  for  wherever 
it  existed,  it  had  prevented  onr-lsBues,  and 
snspeosions  of  speoie  payment.  Foreignen 
alone  oonid  not  be  reached  by  the  provision,  as 
their  residence  in  foreign  countries  would  pro< 
tect  them  again^  suits;  and  this  formed  an  ad- 
ditional ailment  agiunst  the  admission  of 
aliens  into  tiiis  corporation. 

.  The  question  being  taken  on  this  amendment, 
it  was  also  rejected — yeas  6,  nays  84. 

Mr.  Biktoh's  third  amendment  was  that 
read: 

"That,  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  April,  1886, 
no  member  of  Gongrcsa,  or  of9cer  of  the  Federal 
Oovemment,  or  alien,  shall  hold  any  stock  in  said 
bank." 

Mr,  Bekton  said,  it  was  from  no  illiberal 
prejudice  against  foreigners  that  he  proposed  to 
exlnde  them  from  an  mterest  in  this  national 
institution.  If  foreigners  came  to  the  United 
States  to  live,  and  to  plant  their  poeterity 
among  us,  he  was  for  receiving  them  with  kind- 
ness and  respect,  and  extending  to  them  all  the 
advantages  of  our  laws  and  Qoremment ;  but 
while  these  foreigners  remained  in  their  own 
countries,  sal^ect  to  a  foni^  prince,  and 
bound  by  their  allegianoe  to  him  to  prefer  his 
interest  to  oars,  whenever  they  came  in  con- 
flict, he  was  wholly  opposed  to  conferring  upon 
them  powers  and  privileges  which  w  onld  enaUe 
them  to  exerdse  an  i^uence  over  our  pros- 
perity, and  to  engross  advantages  which  our 
citizens  would  rejoice  to  possess.  This  bank  is 
called  a  national  institution ;  rt  even  bears  the 
name  of  the  United  Slates,  as  if  it  actually  be- 
longed to  the  Federal  Government:  yet  at  this 
very  moment  foreigners  hold  eight  and  a  half 
millions  of  the  stock,  are  rapidly  increanng 
their  investments  in  it,  and  may,  if  they  please, 
become  its  sole  owners!  How  coutiiaictory 
and  absurd  that  a  national  iiu^nti(ui  dioald 
bdong  to  aliensl  Hut  a  bank  bearing  the 
name  of  the  United  States,  ihoiikl,  in  ftot,  be 
the  private  property  of  the  nobility  and  gentry 
of  Great  Bntainl 

Money  is  called  the  sinews  of  war:  what 
then  must  be  the  condition  of  the  United 
States,  if,  involved  in  another  war  with  Great 
Britain,  all  these  sinews  ehoul4  be  in  tiie  poa- 
session  of  the  enemy  f  Bat,  without  extend- 
ing our  speculations  to  a  state  of  war,  which 
may  be  remote,  and  which  we  would  wish  to 
be  improbable,  it  is  sufficient  to  contemplate 
the  dangers  of  a  for^gn  moneyed  influanoe 
among  OS  in  time  <^  peace.  What  haa  ben  tba 
bane  of  all  oonfisderacies,  andent  and  modovY 
Was  it  not  foreign  inflaoice,  and  that  infloenoa 
procured     mmi«y  i  JmOc,  at  the  Intrigpes  ct 
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ndlip  in  Oneoe;  look  at  fhe  intrigaes  of  the 
ud^boring  powers  in  fhe  a^rs  of  the  Pntoh, 
Uie  Swisa,  and  t^e  Qermanie  omifederaeieB ; 
TDODSj  waa  at  the  root  of  all  these  intrignes ; 
and  the  arrival  of  armiea  was  always  preceded 
bj*  the  oorraption  of  orators  and  writers.  8np- 
poee  the  Bank  of  tfie  United  States  to  continue 
to  glide  into  the  hands  of  foreigners  ontil  it  is 
swallowed  up,  or  nearly  swallowed  np,  hj  the 
hereditwry  notdlity,  the  prime  ministers,  and 
the  military  and  naval  officers,  of  Enropean 
sovereigns;  will  not  this  foreign  aristocracy 
then  have  the  control  of  the  moneyed  poww 
ofoorAmerical  And  will  they  not  use  that 
power  to  ndse  np  an  Amerieuk  aristooraoy, 
and  to  dwresi  the  American  democracjl  As- 
snredly  mef  will ;  and,  as  the  charter  now 
stands,  they  may  notonly  nse  their  own  money, 
hot  the  credit  and  revennes  of  the  United 
States,  to  oormpt  the  press  and  the  legislature, 
to  govern  elections,  to  tamper  with  individaals, 
to  enrich  and  to  impoverish  whom  they  please, 
and  to  pnt  np  and  poll  down  public  men  ac- 
cording to  their  own  views. 

There  is  no  excnae  for  incurring  this  dan^r. 
Foreign  ci4>ital  is  not  needed  m  the  United 
BtatesL  Our  own  <^^na  have  more  than  they 
can  employ;  and,  besides^  the  Bank  of  tbe 
United  States  needs  less  private  Of^iital  than 
any  other  bank  in  the  world.  The  cradit  and 
levennea  uf  the  United  States,  and  the  reoeiva- 
Ulity  of  its  notes  in  payment  of  public  dues, 
are  its  real  capital,  and  diminish  the  want  of 
private  capital  tbronghout  the  insUtation,  and 
totally  dispense  with  it  in  one-third  of  the 
branches.  This  is  Itnown  to  everybody.  Then, 
why  go  abroad  for  foreign  capital  ?  Our  own 
cituens  are  applying  for  this  charter ;  they  are 
offering  five  Umes  as  much  for  it  as  these 
foreigners  offer ;  then,  why  continue  tbe  mo- 
nopoly to  foreigners!  If  the  c^>ital  of  the 
bank  was  tiiree  times  what  it  is,  every  dollor 
<tf  the  stook  would  be  taken  by  onr  own  citi- 
zens. If  the  present  bank  was  broken  np  into 
three  indepoident  moderate  institutions,  the 
dtizens  of  the  Sontb  and  West  would  quickly 
subscribe  fi>r  one  bank  each.  Beudes  the  dan- 
gers of  foreign  influenoe,  and  the  ir^ury  to  our 
own  citizmia,  from  permitting  foreigners  to 
continue  to  hold  stock  in  this  bank,  Mr.  B. 
dwelt  considerably  on  the  injury  which  was 
done  to  tbe  country  from  the  annual  transfer 
of  money  from  the  United  States  to  Europe,  to 
i«y  the  dividends  to  the  foreign  stockholders. 
The  amount  now  annually  drawn  was  great;  it 
was  on  the  increase,  fin-  uiens  were  continually 
engrosring  stock ;  it  mi^^t  amount  to  the  whole 
annoal  profits  of  the  bau,  fsx  aliens  mi^  sno- 
eeed  in  acquiring  the  wb<de  stook ;  and  then 
the  American  (ntizois  might  pay  a  lai^r  reve- 
nue to  their  bank  hmb  in  Europe  than  to  their 
own  Government  in  the  United  States.  The 
annual  profits  of  the  bank  now  were  between 
fbnr  and  five  millions  of  dollars;  they  might' 
be  carried  up  to  double  that  sum,  and  donbtfess 
would  be  under  the  new  and  extended  diarter: 
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and  then  the  people  of  America  would  find 
thdr  resonroes  in  the  hands  of  absentees,  to  be 
expended  abroad  fbr  the  enrichment  of  torelgu 
States. 

Tbe  ezclunon  of  members  of  Congress,  and 
officers  of  Government,  from  participation  in 
the  hank,  was  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  Ur. 
B.,  to  the  purity  of  the  Government,  and  to 
the  better  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
bank.  ~  One  of  the  most  baleful  operations  in  a 
national  bank  was  the  business,  or  trick,  of 
stockjobbing.  It  was  a  species  of  gambling,  in 
which  public  measures  were  made  to  operate 
upon  private  fortunes;  a  system  of  pntUng  up 
and  palling  down,  in  whloh  a  motiw  in  Coh* 
gresa,  or  piece  of  news  tnm  a  deiwrtment, 
would  have  the  effect  of  raising  or  depressing 
stocks,  and  throwing  barg^ns  and  speculations 
in  tJbe  hands  of  the  mitiated,  at  tbe  expense  cf 
honaftde  holders.  Public  men  should  have  no 
temptation  to  engage  in  such  practices,  and 
thetWore,  should  nave  no  intore^  in  the  bank. 
Again :  the  bank  is  to  be  under  the  supervision 
of  Oongress ;  it  has  a  right  to  investigate  its 
proceedings,  to  condemn  its  conduct,  and  to 
order  a  tcire  f<Kia»  against  it  for  violations  of 
its  chartu'.  Is  it  to  be  supposed  t^at  t^is  su- 
pervisory poww  will  ever  oe  exerted  if  Con- 
gress is  filled  with  the  stoekholders  of  the 
hankf  The  evils  of  tiiis  connection  between 
the  (^oers  ct  the  Government  and  tiie  bank, 
have  been  fblly  experienced  in  Great  Britiun, 
where  memtiers  of  Parliament  had,  by  a  olanse 
in  the  Bank  of  England  charter,  a  right  to  own 
its  stock,  and  where  the^  had  always  voted  m 
the  Bide  of  the  bank  against  the  people  in  every 
question  between  them.  In  1797,  they  bad 
absolved  the  bank  from  liability  to  redeem  its 
notes  in  specie,  and  afterwards  made  the  notes 
of  this  insolvent  l>ank,  that  is  to  say,  their  own 
notes,  a  legal  tender  in  discharge  of  all  debts, 
and  continued  that  iniquitous  law  for  twenty- 
five  years.  To  guard  against  such  dangers  in 
America,  we  should  avmd  the  oanse  which 
led  to  them  in  England,  and  exdnde  oar 
public  flmotionaries  from  all  interest  in  onr 
bank. 

Hie  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
when  it  was  rejected— yeas  11,  nays  88. 

Mr.  Bebtoh's  fourth  amendment  was  as  fid- 
lows: 

"That  the  add  corporation  sbsll  not  issue  any 

curreac^  which  sbaQ  not  be  payable,  on  demand,  it 
the  branch  bank  where  first  issued,  and  sabjeot  to 
tlie  peoalties  fbr  non-^ymeot,  or  delay  of  Myment, 
mentioned  in  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  6har> 
ter." 

Ur.  Bbhton  remarked  that  he  had  proposed 
this  amendment  to  test  whether  it  was  intended 
to  make  the  bank  a  specie-paying  bank,  or  the 
contrary.   He  would  ask  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  amendment  woa  lost^  by  tlie  following 
vote : 

Tus.— Vessrs.  Benton,  Brovn,  Dudley,  Ellis, 
Gmndy,  Bayne,  HiU,  Kane,  King,  Hangom,  Uu* 
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oy,  Miller,  Moore,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  White— 
W. 

Nati.— Messrs.  Bell,  Ohy,  Ci&yton,  DaQas,  Dick- 
erson,  Swing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendrioks, 
Bolmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Naudain,  Poindexter, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Bobineon,  Raggles,  Seymoor, 
Stsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tipton,  Tom^iaoii,  Wsig- 
ganum,  Webster,  Wilkins— 27. 


KoNDAT,  Jnne  4. 
JBank  of  the  United  State*— Secharter. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consdder  the  bill  to 
modiiy  and  continue  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
nbsoiibers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  being  to  cononr  in  the  amend- 
ments made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole :  and 
Hie  first  amendment,  sttikmg  out  the  tUrd  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  beiiw  under  oourideration, 

Ur.  Hatwb  said  that  the  spedal  committee 
by  whom  the  bill  was  introdnoed  had  thonght 
it  advisable  to  pat  a  check  on  the  practice 
which  had  grown  np  of  circulating  bank  orders 
as  onrrency ;  and  also  to  restrict  the  issuing  of 
notes  not  payable  at  the  office  where  issued. 
The  bill,  as  now  reported,  woidd  not  effect  these 
objects.  The  third  section,  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  strike  oat,  enacted  that  it  should  not 
be  iawful  for  the  bank  to  issue  or  put  into  eir- 
onlation  notes  of  a  less  amount  than  $60,  which 
would  not  be  payable  at  the  office  where  issued, 
"  except  the  same  ba  done  at  the  inatanoe  and 
reqnest  of  tiie  persons  to,  or  for  whom  the 
notes  shall  be  issued."  He  tiiought  that  this 
section  was  absolutely  necessary,  with  the  ez- 
oeption  of  the  last  clause,  whtoh  had  a  nugatory 
efiWt.  He  would,  therefore,  move  that  the 
Senate  only  ooncor  in  stri^ng  out  the  last 
dmse,  retaining  tiie  first  part  of  the  section. 

Hr.  Bmn  rose  to  submit  a  motion.  He  pro- 
posed that  the  first  part  of  the  original  section 
should  stand,  and  to  amend  it  by  enacting  t^at 
the  bank,  in  lieu  of  a  bonus,  should,  during  the 
oontinnance  of  the  charter,  make  loans  and  dis- 
eonnts  at  a  rate  of  interiest  not  exceeding  five 
per  cent,  per  annum.  In  advocating  the  policy 
of  tiie  measure,  He.  B.  ezpresaed  himself 
SA^nst  the  payment  of  a  bonus  by  tiie  bank. 
He  would  dispense  witit  it  ^togetiier,  for  two 
reasons.  He  was  disposed  against  the  United 
States  selling  out  privileges :  if  the  bank  was 
necessary  for  the  operations  of  Government — 
the  creation  of  such  an  institution  requisite — 
the  United  States  should  take  no  money  from 
an  agent  thus  Indispensable.  And  again,  he 
was  adverse  to  putting  more  money  into  the 
Treasury  than  exigencies  called  for;  and  he 
was  sorry  to  say  there  was  every  fear  of  our 
revenue  Wng  too  abundant. 

But,  Inasmuch  as  benefits  will  arise  to  the 
institation  thus  created,  from  the  ezoluedve 

Erivileges  and  franchise  with  which  it  will  be 
tvested,  tJie  benefits  thus  resulting  will  justify 
the  corporation  being  called  on  to  give  corre- 
sponding braiefits  to  the  country ;  and  in  no  way 
could  thfr  country  at  large  be  more  benefited 


than  in  a  reduction  of  the  interest  on  money. 
It  would  facilitate  to'ade,  and  improve  and  in- 
crease the  productive  labor  tbrou(diont  th» 
Union.  And,  considering  the  hi^  uvantagea 
whioh  Ihe  stooUuddera  gained  frran  their  prop- 
ertr  bdng  thus  Invested,  aflbrding  tbem  jmfit 
and  value  witbout  expense  or  trouble  om  their 
part,  exoeedhig  that  of  private  individuals  in 
any  other  business  6r  trade,  he  thought  that  a 
reduction  of  one  per  cent,  would  be  but  a  small 
equivalent. 

Hr,  EwiNo  opposed  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Bibb.)  It 
would  not  have  the  effect  which  was  contem- 
plated, of  lowering  the  interest  of  money 
throughout  the  country.  This  must  be  1^  to 
its  own  operation ;  the  value  of  money  wcnld 
rise  or  fall  according  to  its  prodaotirais;  it  must 
be  left  to  find  its  own  level  In.  the  State  of 
Kew  Twk,  the  Bank  of  the  Uidted  States  was 
limited,  as  elsewhere,  to  tax.  per  cent,  interest, 
and  yet  the  State  banks  were  chari^ng  seven 
per  cent.  It  could  not  effect  the  Morat  tiut 
was  promised  to  the  whole  country,  because 
let  the  bank  lower  its  interest  to  five  per  cent., 
its  capital  is  not  large  for  the  whole  circulation 
of  the  country.  He  would  vote  against  the 
gentieman*s  propraition. 

Hr.  BtrosnBB  also  opposed  the  measure;  and 
the  question  was  not  dedded  when  tlte  Beatta 
adjourned.  < 


TuBSDAT,  Jnne  6. 

BanJi     the  United  StalM—SeeKarUr. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  contideration  oi  tin 
bill  to  modify  and  coutlnue  the  act  to  inoofpo- 
rate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 

States. 

The  question  pending  bein^  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  clause  providing  for  the  bcmus, 
and  to  insert  a  provision  that  tiie  interest  on 
loans  and  discounts  made  by  the  bank  should 
not  exceed  five  per  cent, 

Ur.  Olattoit  gave  the  reascmswhieb  indueed 
him  to  vote  against  the  proviMon  to  amend. 
His  own  o]pinioD  was,  that,  if  the  amendment 
prevailed,  it  would  prove  injurious  to  the  bank, 
to  tbe  State  banks,  and  to  the  people  of  the 
country.  Some  gentiemen  seemed  to  think 
that  the  reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest  would 
be  highly  beneficial  to  the  bank,  by  increasing 
its  profits.  The  bank  bad  always  had  the 
ability  to  discount  at  five  per  cent.;  and, 
always  having  the  ability,  if  it  was  so  advan- 
tageous, why  had  not  the  directors  resorted  to 
the  praiotice  of  making  loans  and  discounts  at 
five  per  centt  The  astateness  of  those  who 
admmistered  the  affldrs  of  the  bank  had  never 
discovered  what  seemed  to  bare  been  so  sud- 
denly found  out  here.  He  thought  that  titose 
whose  duty  it  was  to  protect  the  interests  the 
stockholders,  had  taken  this  sabjeot  into  con- 
sideration  before  now,  and  had  givm  to  it  a 
premier  examination.  Me  was  not  dii^K»ed  to 
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legislate  on  this  bill,  merely  for  the  benefit  of 
the  bank,  but  he  still  thought  that  the  institu- 
tion was  entitled  to  some  oonsideration,  because 
it  was  the  instroment  of  the  Gtovernment  for 
great  national  ot^ecte,  which  wotdd  be  defeated 
u  its  interests  were  entirely  overlooked.  If  the 
Senate,  however,  looked  to  the  interests  of  the 
bank  alone,  the  present  motion  oonld  not  be 
snstuned.  It  would  go  to  ohange  the  whole 
system  of  the  bankins  operations,  and  such 
dLange  was  not  required  by  public  opinion.  In 
not  one  of  all  the  numerous  memorials  which 
had  been  presented  to  the  Senate,  was  there 
any  request  to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest 
Neither  in  any  of  the  memorials  from  the  State 
banks,  nor  in  ^ose  from  the  people,  had  the 
subject  been '  touched.  There  had  not  been  a 
single  in^cation  of  public  opinion  that  such  a 
change  was  desired;  and  no  one  but  the  mover 
of  the  proposition  attached  the  dightwit  im- 
pwtanee  to  the  idea.  Host  of  the  StiM»  banks, 
and  enieciallr  those  whidi  stood  on  tiie  most 
solid  bads,  had  presented  themsdres  to  the 
Senate  in  favor  of  the  bank.  Let  this  amend- 
ment prevail^  and  twenty  days  would  not  dapse 
before  the  same  banks  wonld  send  on  memonals 
aeaiust  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The  operation 
of  t^e  measure  must,  in  some  measure,  be  to 
reduce  their  profits,  aai  compel  them  to  curtail 
their  business.  The  hostility  of  all  these  insti- 
tutions would  be  enlisted  against  the  buik,  and 
that  hostility  wonld  be  felt  on  some  future  oc- 
casion. The  banks  would  still  continue  to  lend 
money  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  aad  fiavor* 
ite  borrowers  wonld  obtdn  loans  at  five 
cent,  and  letA  them  out  again  at  &ix  or  seven 
per  cent  There  could  not  be  a  worse  proposi- 
tion than  to  fix  the  interest  at  five  per  cent, 
unce  it  would  array  ail  the  State  banks  against 
the  institution. 

Kr.  TxLEB  said  the  more  he  bad  reflected  on 
the  proposition  now  before  the  Senate,  the 
more  he  had  been  impressed  with  its  impor- 
tance and  magnitude.  He  would  go  so  far  as 
to  say  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  second  to  but 
one  which  bad  engaged  tiie  attention  of  Oon- 
gress  during  the  present  sesnon.  He  believed 
that  while  uie  a&ption  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment wonld  inflict  no  ii^nry  upon  the*  bank, 
it  would  confer  the  greatest  benefit  upon  sodety. 
Would  it  impose  an  UDjost  limitation  on  the 
bank }  If  it  would,  he  would  abandon  it  alto- 
gether ;  for  while  he  could  not  vote  for  re- 
chartering  the  institution,  he  would  not  infuse 
a  secret  poison  into  its  vitals,  which  would 
affect  its  capacity  to  do  good.  It  asked  a  pro- 
longation of  its  existence,  and  Congress  should 
take  care  to  engraft  upon  its  charter  such  pro- 
visions as  would  benefit  the  commnmty. 

The  first  reflection  which  occurs,  is,  that  the 
bank  does  not  loan  money.  It  merely  exchanges 
credit  It  ^ves  its  notes  of  hand  for  the  notes 
(tf  hand  of  indiridnals,  uid,  paying  no  premium 
in  the  form  of  interest  itself^  requires  a  premium 
of  the  individuals  with  whom  it  deals.  Its 
credit  is  founded  on  the  oonfidenoe  of  tlie  pnb- 


lie  in  its  capacity,  which  confidence  is  the  re- 
salt  of  tiie  governmental  action  in  its  creation. 
This  remark  applies  to  all  incorporated  banks; 
bat  another  oironmstanoe  exists  in  regard  to 
this  bank,  wluch  extends  its  control  throughout 
tiie  mercantile  world— the  fact  of  its  notes  being 
made  reodTable  eTOrywhera  in  p^ment  of  tiie 
Qovermnent  dues.  However  solvent  an  individ- 
ual may  be,  his  notes  will  not  pass  currently 
beyond  a  small  neighborhood  drcle.  He  is, 
therefore,  under  frequent  necesdty  of  adopting 
the  bank  credit  or  notes  for  his  own  credit  or 
notes,  and  of  giving  a  premium  in  the  form  of 
interest,  when,  in  fact,  hi^  solvency  is  as  per- 
fect, his  respoDsibility  is  as  entire,  to  the  extent 
of  his  undertaking,  as  that  of  the  bank,  to  the 
extent  of  its  engagements.  True,  the  bank  is 
liable  to  be  called  upon  to  redeem  its  notes 
daily ;  but  the  fact  that  its  issues  exceed  its 
capital  twice  or  tiuioe,  shows  tint  tiut  respcoi- 
sibility  is  remote  and  inoonaiderable.  Is  then 
five  per  cent  enough  to  oompensate*  the  bank 
for  this  exchaiwe  <»  its  credit  for  the  credit  of 
individuals?  Can  any  one  doubt  it?  Take  a 
beggar  in  the  streets,  and  let  the  Government 
announce  its  determination  to  receive  his  notes 
in  the  payment  of  its  dues,  amounting  as  they 
do  to  from  $26,000,000  to  $80,000,000  annually, 
and  who  doubts  but  that  tiie  credit  of  the  beg- 
gar would  be  sought  after  with  avidity,  and  that 
he  would  speedily  be  enriched  if  he  was  permit- 
ted to  receive  a  preminm  greatly  below  five  per 
oent  Who  ouidonbt  but  that  five  per  cent  is  an 
ample  allowance  ?  The  stock  is  at  this  moment, 
wlwn  tiiere  hangs  over  the  institotion  some 
doubt  as  to  the  continuance  of  its  existence, 
twenty-five  per  cent  above  par ;  and  the  very 
day  after  its  new  charter  shall  have  passed,  the 
caumlatiou  is  that  the  stock  will  run  tof^om 
$160  to  $200  per  share.  What  is  more  oon^n- 
sive  than  this,  to  show  the  immensity  of  its 
profits!  And  this,  too,  although  it  has  to  sus- 
ttUn  out  of  its  profits  conntiess  nimibers  ct 
ofiBcers  and  de^dents.  This  regulation,  tlten, 
cannot  be  considered  unjust  to  the  bank. 

Its  effects  on  the  community  would  be  de- 
cidedly braeficial,  as  I  shall  attempt  presently 
to  ftbow,  and  would,  therefore,  tend  greatly  to 
increase  the  ^pularity  of  tl^e  Institntion ;  an 
effect  nf  the  highest  importance  to  the  instito- 
tion. A  sug^stion  has  been  made,  that  it 
wonld  concentre  its  loans  in  the  hands  of  the  few. 
All  that  I  can  say  in  reply  is,  ttiat,  if  it  did  so, 
it  would  act  ii^udiciously.  In  my  opinion,  it 
should  dififhse  its  loans  as  much  as  possible,  con- 
sistently with  a  just  regard  to  its  interests. 
Extravagant  loans  to  a  few  wonld  weaken  it  in 
the  estimation  of  the  public,  and  abridge  its 
usefulness. 

What  would  be  the  effect  of  this  measure 
on  the  community?  This  is  the  important 
inquiry,  since  the  institution  shoold  be  created 
for  the  public  intere^  and  not  the  good  of  a 
few,  exclusivehr.  The  first  eS^  would  be  to 
lead  the  State  banks  to  adopt  s  similar  regola- 
titm;  in  no  other  way  ooold  th^  more  on  narw 
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monionsl/  with  this  bank.  The  argument 
Tentored  in  this  debate,  that  this  regnlation 
woald  place  this  baiik  at  the  mercy  of  the  State 
ban^  IS  ide^  The  State  bwks,  on  the  con- 
trary, bold  their  existence  bat  at  the  plea&nre 
of  this ;  and  who  can  donbt  bat  that  an  arrange- 
ment wonld  readily  be  forced  npon  those 
banka  to  receive,  in  the  settlement  of  balances 
with  this  bank,  the  same  interest  which  it 
Tonld  receive  of  them? 

The  next  effect  wonld  be  toindncethe  Le{^ 
latares  of  the  diffwent  States  to  redoeethe  rate 
of  legal  interest  to  five  percent;  c^tihislhave 
no  donbt.  I  have  not  had  time  to  trace  oat  the 
canses  of  the  change  in  the  rate  of  interest 
which  oocarred  in  Yir^nia,  hat  I  incline  to 
believe  that  it  was  conseqnent  npon  the  charter- 
ing of  the  first  United  States*  Bank.  Before 
that,  it  was  at  five  per  cent. ;  it  was  changed 
to  bIi  per  cent.,  and  the  first  hank  was  aothor- 
ized  to  receive  thi^  amoant ;  and  now  we  come 
to  the  important  influence  which  a  rednotioa 
in  the  rate  of  interest  woold  have  npon  the 
great  intereats  of  the  oommonity. 

It  1b  this  view  which  imparts  to  this  saMect 
its  greiteBt  interest;  and  it  reBts  npon  plain 
prindples  of  polltioal  economy.  Where  mon^ 
eonverted  into  pnUio  stocks  or  indindnal  loans 
yields  a  higher  profit  than  the  same  money  in* 
vested  inlands,  ships,  or maefainery,  affrionltnre, 
commerce,  and  mannfactores  necessarily  become 
neglected.  If  money  pat  at  osanoe  breeds 
higher  profits  than  liie  loom,  the  ship,  or  tlie 
land,  then  capital  is  withdrawn  from  these  less 
profitable  employments,  and  seeks  investments 
in  the  pnblic  stocks  or  individaal  loans.  This 
can  admit  of  no  donbt.  In  this,  then,  con^sts 
the  tme  secret  of  giving  activity  to  the  indas- 
try  of  a  commanity.  If  the  profits  from  agri- 
mutore^  commerce,  and  mann facto  rea,  be  eqaal 
te  praftta  on  loans,  then  do  them  employ- 
ments In^te  the  attention  of  mankind,  and  each 
In  its  turn  pats  forth  all  its  enei^es.  Com- 
merce takes  new  whigs,  agricaltnre  develc^s 
all  her  beneficent  facnlties,  and  the  arts  are 
made  to  fioaiisb.  Hence  the  vital  importance 
of  laws  regulating  the  rate  of  interest;  without 
them  a  nation  soon  becomes  a  nation  of  money 
lenders;  and  that  which  was  designed  as  a  mere 
medinm  through  Vhidi  agriculture,  commerce, 
and  manufactures  should  carry  on  their  ex- 
changes, is  converted  into  the  instrument  of 
their  greatest  <^presdoii. 

The  gTMt  lawgiver  of  the  Jews  nnderatood 
this  most  portly.  The  laradites  had  Inst 
entered  npon  the  possession  of  the  promised 
land.  It  was  every  way  desirable  that  the  land 
shonld  be  reclaimed,  and  its  faculties  developed, 
and  hence  the  regulation  that  no  Israelite  should 
take  usance  of  an  Israelite.  Coital  conld 
thereby  be  profitably  invested,  both  in  the  cnl- 
tore  of  the  earth  and  in  commerce,  and  the  land 
of  Galilee  repaid  most  abundantly  the  laborer. 
Bdt  when  these  ioflnenoes  had  ceased  to  oper- 
ate, and  the  tribes  were  scattered  over  tiie  face 
of  the  earth,  the  Hoeuo  regalatka  which  per- 


mitted  usance  to  be  taken  of  strangers,  aided 
by  the  oppressions  under  which  they  labwed, 
converteid  the  Jews  into  a  nation  of  money 
leaders.  I  mention  not  this  to  their  discredit. 
They  are  like  all  the  rest  of  the  hnman  family, 
no  better  and  no  worse — devoting  themsdvea 
to  tiie  acquimtioD  of  money,  and  seeking  for 
their  money  such  investment  as  yields  the 
greatest  return.  Into  the  same  conation  may 
the  people  of  any  oonnti?  be  ohangM.  Only 
make  the  profits  on  loans  high  enmif^;  if  six 
per  cent,  would  not  io,  take  ten ;  nd  if  ten 
win  not  do,  take  twenty;  in  otiier  words,  make 
it  more  profitable  to  the  cq>italiats  to  loan  ont 
their  money,  than  to  invest  it  in  lands,  ships, 
or  machinery,  and  the  work  is  accom^isbed. 
Government  will  have  converted  the  commu- 
nity into  a  nation  of  money  lenders. 

These  considerations  led  him  to  oppose  Ins 
vote  to  all  moneyed  corporations;  but  while  he 
f«^t  himseltf  constraint  to  vote  against  the 
rechartering  of  this  bank,  if  it  is  to  pass,  he 
wished  to  protect  tiie  other  interests  of  the 
community  against  evil.  The  per  centage  pro- 
posed to  be  allowed  is  greater  tuaa  that  demed 
from  africnltnre,  but  tiie  contemplated  reduc- 
tion wul  relieve  it  in  some  small  degree  of  its 
burdens,  and  should  therefore  have  bis  support; 
and  its  reasonableness  is  fully  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  the  capitalists  of  otiier  oonntries  send 
their  funds  here  to  be  invested  in  stocks  yield- 
ins  no  ^eater  interest  than  five  per  cent. 

Mr.  JoBSTTH  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  take  the  qnestion  first  on 
striking  ont.  He  wished  to  move  an  amend- 
ment, and  he  shonld  therefore  vote  against 
striking  out.  He  thought  five  per  cmt.  would 
be  an  ample  compensation  to  the  bank,  became 
it  was  eqnal  to  six  per  oent.  in  1816,  when  the 
bank  was  rechartered;  so  that  it  wonld  be 
giving  as  much.  Another  reason  was,  the  bank 
stock  is  now  at  120  to  180,  so  that  it  was 
enough  above  par  to  justily  the  reduction  of  in- 
terest. A  proposition  from  Boston  was  before 
Congress,  offermg  to  give  more  favorable  terms 
for  a  bank ;  they  offer  to  reduce  thdr  interest 
to  five  per  cent.,  and  he  saw  no  reason  to  allow 
thepresent  institution  six  per  cent. 

The 'mind  of  Hamilton  flnctoated  between 
five  and  six  per  cent. ;  and  he  read  eztracta 
from  his  report,  to  show  that  the  only  fear  of 
Hunilton  was,  that  a  limitation  of  the  interest 
to  five  per  cent,  wonld  Drevent  rapitalista  ftun 
emharlnng  their  capital  in  the  bimk.  He  Juki 
none  of  the  fears  which  now  affect  Senators 
who  oppose  the  reduction.  It  was  apprehended 
that  tiie  change  wonld  be  injuriuns  to  the  State 
bulks  and  the  community.  He  referred  to  the 
history  of  the  hmka  of  Geoivia,  to  show  that 
this  was  not  likely  to  be  the  result  The 
amount  of  the  bank  capital  being  so  large,  the 
effect  of  the  reduction  of  interest  on  that  capital 
wonld  be  felt  tlironghoot  the  country.  He 
denied  the  applicability  of  the  statement  of  the 
Senator  from  Delaware  that  the  State  banks 
wonld  be  compelled  to  increase  the  amomit  ot 
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their  issues.  He  stated  that  the  interest  on 
loans  bj  State  banks  vas,  in  numj  oases,  now 
higher  than  that  on  loans  br  the  United  States 
Bank.  The  Umted  States  Buik  had  now  the 
power  to  rednce  the  interest  to  favor  my  par- 
tioalar  iostituttons  or  iDdividoals,  and  had  re- 
duced It  in  some  instances.  He  wonid  Tote 
against  the  striking  ont,  and  would  afterwards 
move  to  add  a  proTision  redaoing  the  rate  of 
interest  to  five  per  cent 

On  the  call  (tf  Mr.  Bibb,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

The  qnestioD  was  then  Ukea  on  the  motkm 
to  strike  ont,  and  dedded  as  follows: 

Teas.— Ifeaara.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dadley, 
Etik,  GrnndT,  Bayne,  BUI,  King,  Ifongom,  Uarcy, 
Hiller,  RoUnsM,  Smith,  Tasewell,  Troop,  Tjrkr, 
White— 18. 

Kats. — Heters.  Bell,  Bockner,  Chamber*,  Clay, 
CSayton,  Dallu,  Swing,  Foot,  Forsytb,  Frelinsfauy- 
•eo,  Bendricka,  Holines,  JoluitOD,  Knight,  Moore, 
Kaudun,  Ftdodextcr,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Seymour, 
Bilabee,  Bpngoe,  l^pton,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  WU- 
kina— 28. 

So  tiie  motion  to  strike  oat  was  negatived. 


WroaisDAT,  Jnne  8. 

Ami!  <ift\e  United  Statet—Saehartar. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  modify  and  oontinne  the  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Erabacribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

The  qaestion  pending  being  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Spraoitb  to  strike  ont  the  snmof  "150,- 
OOO  "  as  the  annual  amouit  of  the  bonus  re- 
qnired  of  the  bank, 

Mr.  Habot  r^retted  to  hear  hounrable  Sen- 
ators speak  of  ao  small  a  som  for  a  bonus  as 
one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  thousand 
ddlars.  He  wasfblly  pwsnaded  that  the  stock- 
holdras  of  Hm  present  bank  oould  afford  to 
give  a  mnoh  larger  sum.  It  seemed  to  be 
agreed  on  ail  sides  that  these  stockholders  are 
not  entitled  to  any  preference.  They  have  no 
ri^t  to  ask  any  fkvor,  and  we  are  under  no 
obligation  to  grant  any.  He  was  not  disposed 
to  anv6  a  bad  bargain  with  them,  nor  would 
he  consent  th^  they  shotild  make  an  uncon- 
scionable one  with  the  Government,  The  ques- 
tion then  presents  itself  what  is  a  rraewal  of 
the  obarter  wortii  to  llie  midioants?  He 
woold  not  repeat  what  was  said  <m  this  sol^ect 
yesterday;  but  the  Senate  will  recollect  that 
tii^  had  a  proposition  before  them  from  the 
<nti2ens  of  Hassaohosetta,  which  will  yield  a 
mnoh  larger  sum  than  that  now  generally 
spoken  of.  The  respectability  of  those  from 
whom  the  proposition  came,  had  not  been,  and 
cannot  be,  qnestioned.  Those  memorialists  are, 
beyond  all  donbt,  of  sufficient  ability  to  set  in 
operation,  by  the  time  the  present  charter  will 
have  expired,  an  institution  that  will  answer 
aH  tiie  osefol  purposes  of  the  one  now  in  ezist- 
atce.   They  cSa  to  par  to  the  Qoveniment 


^SixAxa. 

one  per  cent  on  tiie  capital,  and  to  become 
subject  to  taxation  by  the  States  to  any  aom 
not  exceeding  one  per  cent  It  w  not  to  be 
doubted  that  the  States  would  tax  nearly  up  to 
the  limit.  The  offer  from  the  citizens  of  Mas- 
sachusetts would  therefore  amount,  on  the  cap- 
ital mentioned  in  the  bill,  to  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  Though  this  offer  may  not 
be  conclusive  evidfflice  of  the  precise  sum  which 
ought  to  be  paid  for  the  extension  of  the  char- 
ter, it  is  enatied  to  madi  oonrideration  in  fii- 
ingthat  sum. 

The  present  price  of  the  stocks  Is  also  an 
evidence  of  the  worth  oi  the  privilege  alwnt  to 
be  granted.  If  it  were  certain  that  no  exten- 
sion of  the  charter  would  be  granted,  the  price 
of  the  stock  would  soon  decline ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  a  charter  were  actually  secured 
to  the  company,  it  is  an  opinion  which  no  one 
controverts,  that  there  would  be  a  sudden  rise 
in  the  stocks.  This  event  would  probaUy 
bring  it  to  fifty  per  cent  premium.  • 

Such  is  the  estimate  of  the  most  enlightened 
friends  of  the  present  bank — of  those  who  beet 
know  the  dtnation  of  its  afiUra,  and  are  there- 
fore best  qualified  to  form  an  accurate  judg- 
ment on  the  subject 

To  show  that  there  is  no  error  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  (Ur,  li.)  said  he  would  take  the  Hbertjr 
to  refer  to  the  opinion  of  an  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Olat,)  as  expressed  in  a 
speech  delivered  some  time  since,  in  this  body, 
on  the  subject  of  the  tariff.  In  animadverting 
on  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  wherein  the  Secretary  proposed  to 
sell  the  seven  millions  of  stock  now  owned  by  ^ 
the  United  States  for  eight  millions,  it  will  be 
raoollected  that  the  hommble  Senator  from 
Kentnoky  observed  that  it  would  be  nnftir  to 
make  •  ssle  at  that  advance,  if  the  bank  waa 
not  to  be  reohartered ;  for,  aaid,  he,  the  stock 
woold  not  be  worth  but  aiMnt  par  withont  a 
renewal  of  the  bank ;  but  he  contended  that,  if 
the  bulk  waa  to  be  rechartereiL  the  sale  of  the 
seven  millions  of  stock  owned  by  the  United 
States  for  eight  millions  would  be  a  most  im- 
provident contract  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
meat ;  for,  in  case  the  bank  should  be  reohar- 
tered, the  price  of  stock,  he  observed,  would 
advance  to  fifty  per  cent  above  its  par  value. 
Here  we  have,  said  Mr.  M.,  .an  opinion  d  a 
friend  of  the  bank,  well  acquainted  with  its 
a^rs,  and  eyuy  way  oomprtent  to  form  an 
accurate  opinion  of  the  eflMt  to  be  prodnced 
by  the  measure  now  under  conrideranon,  that, 
without  a  renewal  of  the  charter,  the  stock  of 
the  bank  will  settie  down  to  par ;  with  a  re- 
newal, it  will  command  a  premium  of  fifty  per 
cent  By  this  act,  then,  said  Mr.  M.,  we  are 
about  to  enrid)  the  present  stockholders,  accord- 
ing to  this  opinion,  seventeen  million  dollars. 
ynivX  is  it  proposed  we  shall  ask  for  this  flavor  1 
Only  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  or  two 
hundred  thonsand  dollars  per  annum.  This  is 
a  remuneration  wholly  inadequate  to  th;B  ad- 
nutage  we  are  about  to  bestow.  The  smaUest 
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nun  we  ought  to  think  of  inserting  in  Gie  sec- 
tion, Bhoold  be  that  named  yesterday  by  the 
Benatorfhnn  Maine,  ($626,000.)  Mr.  Kuudbe 
did  not  go  for  so  large  a  sum  as  that  offer^  by 
the  memorialists  from  Masaachasetts,  because 
a  part  of  that  snm  was  to  be  levied  by  the  States 
as  taxes ;  and  be  would  not  give  any  vote  from 
which  it  might  ]m  inferred  that  the  right  of  the 
State  to  tax  the  bank  and  its  branches  was  in- 
tended to  be  sarrendered  or  compromised ;  for 
in  Ilia  opinion  the  States  have  that  right,  and 
OongresB  should  uot,  if  they  oonld,  and  probs- 
blr  oonld  not  if  they  would,  take  it  away. 

Jir.  Mabot  moTed  to  fill  the  blank  with 
Ji2B,000. 

Mr.  Kbiqht  then  renewed  his  motion  for 
860.000. 

Mr.  Bbowh  said  he  should  rote  against  the 
largest  sum,  because  he  did  not  see  any  advan- 
tage which  wonld  result  from  it  to  the  conn- 
try.  In  proportion  as  the  bank  was  burdened, 
would  Uie  bank  burden  the  people  by  excesmve 
iaeom.  He  would  not  inooqmrate  moh  «  prin- 
ciple in  the  charter. 

Mr.  Moom  should  rota  against  the  laivest 
earn,  beoaose  he  bdieved  tiie  States  had  a  right 
to  impose  a  itXf  and  wonld  exeroise  it  as  soon 
B8  the  branches  were  established.  He  wonld 
therefore  vote  for  the  smallest  snm. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  tiie  largest 
som,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  10, 
mm  86. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Knioht  to  fill  the  blank  with  860,000, 
and  also  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  20, 
nays  27. 

Mr.  Sktmoub  moved  800,000 ;  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  ordered,  the  qnestiw  was  de- 
dided— yeas  20,  nays  27. 

The  qnestion  was  then  token  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Foot  to  fill  the  blank  with  200,000,  and 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  follows : 

yua, — MeasTS.  BeQ,  Benton,  Brown,  Buckner, 
Clwinbers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dallu,  IHckerson,  Ellis, 
Ewing,  Foot,  FofBTtb,  Frelingbuyses,  Grundy, 
Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane, 
King,  ifangam,  HUler,  Uoore,  Kandain,  Poindexter, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Rugries,  Seymour, 
gilabee,  Smith,  Sprague.  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Tomlia- 
son,  Tyler,  Waggamaa,  Webster,  Wbite,  WiUdns— 
48. 

Kits.— Messrs.  Dudley,  Knight,  Haroy,  Troup 

Mr.  Mabot  moved  to  amend  the  Inll  by  in- 
trodndng  a  nroTiso  that  notMng  herwn  con- 
tained uoala  be  oonstmed  to  take  away  the 
right  of  any  State  to  impose  any  taus  on  the 
mnchea,  &t. 

The  qnestioi  was  decided  as  fdlows : 

Teas. — ^HeasTS.  Benton,  Brown,  DIckerson,  Dud- 
ley, Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks, 
Hul,  Kane,  King,  Ifangum,  Msrcy,  Hiiler,  Hoore, 
Robinson,  Taiewell,  Tipton,  Troup,  Tyler,  White — 
S3. 

Nats.— Messrs.  BeO,  Buckner,  CbMobera,  Clhj, 
ClaytoD,  Dallas,  Swing,  Toot,  neUn^ojaan, 


Hohnea,  Johnston,  Knight,  Naudiun,  Poindexter, 
PreDtisa,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Seymoor,  Slsbee^ 
Smith,  Spragoe,  Tomlinson,  Wagwoan,  Webtter, 
Wilkini— 25. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Oommlttee  at 
the  Whole  restricting  the  bank  from  iisidng 
notes  below  the  value  of  twenty  dollars,  was 
then  taken  up, 

Mr.  Kino  moved  so  to  amend  iho  imeiid- 
ment  as  to  make  the  minimum  ten  ddlar  nt^es. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Taziwbll  moved  to  amend  by  striUng 
out  "  or  drafts,"  so  as  to  confine  the  restrictiat 
to  notes  or  bills. 

The  amendment  was  then  ccmciuTed  in. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  moved  to  amend  fha  Mil  hw 
adding  a  section,  providing  that  the  Iwnk  shul 
not  take  more  than  five  per  cent  on  its  loans 
or  disconnts. 

Mr.  Ohakbbbs  made  a  few  remarks  in  opp<^ 
sition  to  the  motion,  and  read  the  opinions  of 
some  experienced  cashiers  against  the  reduc- 
tion of  interest* 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motitn 
negatived  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Uessrg.  Beaton,  Brown,  IHckerson,  Dud- 
ley, Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill, 
Kane,  King,  Hangum,  Marcy,  Hoore,  Bt^ibisoD, 
Tazewell,  ^pton,  Troup,  Tyler,  Wbite— 21. 

Nats. — Heaars.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambera,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Ewing,  Foot,  FreUnghaysea, 
Hohnes,  Johnston,  Knight,  lODer,  Nindain,  Foio- 
dexter,  Prentiss,  Robbina,  Bi^^es,  SeymoarjSQ^ 
bee.  Smith,  Sprague,  Ton^nson,  WaggUBaa,  Welh 
ster,  WUkins— 2e. 

Mr.  Wmn  moved  to  amrad  tiie  UU  hj  jxo- 
viding  that  whenever  the  averse  amonnt  of 
the  public  deposits  shall  exoeecTa  million  of 
dollaxs,  an  interest  of  three  per  oent.  shall  1m 
allowed. 

This  motion  was  oegatiTed,  as  follows : 

TsiS, — ^Hessrs.  Benton,  Brown,  DIckerson,  Dud> 
ley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Qrondy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill, 
Kane,  King,  Mangum,  Harcy,  Hoore,  Seymour, 
Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Tyler,  Troup,  Wagga- 
man.  White— 28. 

NATa— Messrs.  BeH,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Ewing,  Foot,  Trelinghimei^ 
Hohnes,  Johnston,  Knight,  MlUer,  Naodain,  FMn- 
tiaa,  Poindexter,  Bobbins,  Bobfnson,  Bogles, 
Sibbee,  Smith,  Tonllnsoii,  Wdistw,  WflUns— M. 

Mr.  BwsTos  nid  the  time  bad  now  arrived 
for  makiiu  a  motion  whidi  he  had  previously 
annonnoeo,  namdy,  the  refierenee  <^  this  bill  to 
the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department,  for  his 
connderation  and  report.  Ihe  bill  had  now 
received  all  the  wnendments  which  ita  friends 
would  admit :  it  was  perfect,  according  to  th w 
conception ;  it  was,  therefore,  in  a  proper  state 
to  nndei^  the  revision  of  the  officer  with 
whose  department  it  was  so  intimately  con- 
nected. He  said  that  this  was  a  motion  of  leg- 
islative propriety,  of  official  courtesy,  and  pub- 
lic advantage;  a  motion  which  could  not  be 
refbaed  withont  a  seemii^;  dive^ect  to  the 
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ofBoer  at  the  head  of  the  Treaanry — an  apparent 
dispagard  to  the  Ezecntire  Administration— aod 
a  poauble  detriment  to  the  public  service. 
Everv  bank  charter  ever  yet  granted,  or  pro- 
posed to  be  granted,  bad'its  origin  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department  Every  bank  bill  had  been 
drawn  or  revised  there;  and  that  upon  the 

Elaineat  principle  of  propriety,  that  the  bank 
eing  intended  to  aid  the  Treasury,  it  was  for 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  give  hie  opin- 
ion upon  the  fitness  and  sofflciency  of  the  tdd 
to  be  given  him.  How,  th«Loaa  the  present 
Secretary  be  overiooked!  How  ean  he  be 
paaaed  by  t  Why  should  he  reodve  a  stight 
whitdi  has  been  pnt  np<Hi  BODe  of  his  predeoes- 
sors !  '  His  individual  Bcntiments  are  known  to 
be  favorable  to  a  national  buik ;  his  public  sta^ 
tion  gives  him  a  right  to  be  heard  on  the  pro- 
Tisions  of  this  one ;  the  public  service,  we  have 
a  right  to  presume,  would  be  promoted  by  the 
oommunioation  of  his  opinions.  Who  can  as- 
sume to  say  that  he  can  impart  no  useful  infor- 
mation t  Even  if  gentlemen  thought  so,  it 
vonid  be  a  breach  of  decorum  to  express,  or 
imply,  the  sentiment.  Yet  a  refoaal  to  make 
tlus  reference  must  imply  it 

IT  there  is  uiy  one  measure,  in  the  whole 
drde  of  legislation,  which,  above  all  others, 
deserves  to  be  referred  to  an  Administration,  it 
is  the  measure  of  creating,  or  continnii^  a 
nati(mal  bsjik.  The  whole  ailment  for  such 
an  institution — its  entire  oonstitntional  vindi- 
eaticm — rests  upon  the  assumption  that  it  is 
aeoesaary  to  the  financial  operations  of  the 
Government  Now,  of  this  necessity,  the  per- 
sons chosen  by  the  people  to  administer  the 
Government  must  be  ad!mitted  to  be,  in  some 
degree,  judges.  Some  may  deem  it  nnneces- 
aary,  as  did  Mr.  Jefferson  aU  hia  life,  and  as  did 
Mr.  Madiaon  before  the  capitol  was  bamt 
Borne  may  think  one  kind  of  bank  necessary, 
and  some  another.  Then  why  not  consult  the 
persons  to  whom  Una  institntion  is  assumed  to  be 
necessary  f  Why  not  consult  the  present  Gov- 
ernment !  The  people  have  pnt  them  in  power ; 
they  are  responsible  to  the  people  for  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Government ;  then  why  not  allow 
them  a  voice  in  the  selection  of  their  means? 
Instead  of  that,  we  have  seen  this  measure 
taken  up  by  the  adversaries  of  the  Administra- 
tion, oondnoted  tdong  without  any  reference  to 
the  Administration,  and  now  proposed  to  be 
pat  upon  its  third  reading  without  even  their 
knowledge  I  It  is  easy  to  conceive  that  the 
bank  may  be  an  impediment  to  some  Adminis- 
trations; it  may  Join  their  adversaries,  lend 
tbem  the  benefit  of  Its  vast  moneyed  power, 
and  exert  its  maehinerr  bi  all  the  Statea  hi 

?mmotiDg  the  election  of  opposition  candidates, 
his  very  bank  may  be  an  enemy  to  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  and,  uniting  with  all  the 
elements  of  opposiuon  in  Congress,  may  now 
be  exerting  its  tremendous  inflnence  to  keep 
up  a  system  of  double  taxation  and  enormous 
expenditure,  to  supply  itself  with  Immense 
d^oaitB  of  pubUo  monoy.  It  m«y  be  the  moat 


fbrmidable  enemy  to  the  preewt  Administration, 
and,  instead  of  idding,  may  be  paralyzing  all 
their  measures,  even  the  payment  of  the  pnblio 
debt,  in  order  to  keep  the  public  money  for  its 
own  use.  It  may  be  in  favor  of  a  new  Admin- 
istration which  would  keep  up  taxes,  multiply 
expenditures,  and  got^  it  with  public  raon^. 
These  things  may,  or  may  not,  be  so ;  but  why 
not  let  the  Administration  speak  for  itself? 
Why  force  this  sdd  upon  t^em  f  Why  compel 
them  to  receive  help  of  the  bank  I  Certainly 
it  is  a  long  time  thiA  the  world  has  been  ad- 
monished to  beware  of  favors  ofltered  by  the 
enemy  I  This  bank  is  the  only  favor  offSarad  to  . 
thfa  Administration  by  its  opponents ;  and  fhia 
favor  they  require  it  to  take  without  examinar 
tion,  and  without  inspection.  They  avow  their 
determination  to  pulldown  this  Administration; 
and  they  prc^KMa  to  ^ve  tb«n  this  bank  as  a 
friendly  present  t  Since  tite  days  of  the  wooden 
horse,  has  any  present  ever  come  forward  in  a 
more  questionable  shape !  And  this  kind  aid 
comes  on  the  eve  of  a  life  and  death  contest  be- 
tween the  giver  and  receiver  I  Some  have  sud 
this  push  for  a  new  charter  is  not  a  partrf  meaa* 
ure,  but  tiius  far  it  has  been  oharaotenxed  by 
every  ciroumstanoe  that  defines  a  IMtIt  meas- 
ure; a^  this  determination  to  carry  it  ttirong^ 
without  a  referenoe  to  the  Administraticm, 
seems  to  complete  the  evidenoe  ctf  that  char- 
acter. 

Mr.  Surm  said,  in  high  party  times,  when  a 
motion  was  made  to  refer  from  Congress  to  the 
Secretaries,  the  democratic  party  resisted  it, 
and  be  had  never  heard  of  a  similar  motion 
since. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  B.'s 
motion  and  decided  as  follows : 

Tbas.— Uessrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dndlfly,  Ellis, 
Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  Troop,  White— 10. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  CbsnibetB,  Clayi 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Dlckerson,  Ewiag,  Foot,  freHi^F* 
huysen,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  King, 
Koight,  HaDffnai,  Uarcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Naadun, 
Poindexter,  Prendas,  Bobbins,  RobiiuoD,  Buggies, 
Seymour,  8UBt>ee,  Smith,  Spragne,  Tazewell,  np- 
ton,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaaan,  Webster,  YTil- 
kins— 87. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill  for  a  third  readio|f, 

Mr.  Wnrrs  rose  to  give  his  views  in  oppo^ 
tion  to  the  bill ;  when 

Mr.  Gbcndt  moved  that  the  Senate  now  ad- 
journ :  and  it  being  imderstood  that  no  farther 
amendments  were  to  be  (^Ebre^ 

The  Senate,  at  20  minutes  befbro  6  o^dook, 
a4)oumed. 


SaxDSOAT,  Jtme  9. 

Sanl  <if  the  United  StaUaSeeharttr. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  biU  to  modify  and  continue  the  act  to 
incorporate  the  sabsoribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 


Aai  ^(ie  UitHad  Stotm   JMknm:  . 
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Kr.  BxNTON  reeam^  the  renuu-ks,  in  oppo- 
AHaa  to  the  oigrosament  of  the  bill,  which  he 
oommenced  on  the  preceding  d&j.  He  rtated 
that  the  estabUahment  of  Uie  United  States 
Bank  had  been  followed  by  iajmioos  oonso- 
qnences  to  the  South  and  the  West;  and  to 
prove  this,  be  adverted  to  the  instrnctious  issned 
by  the  b^  to  the  branches  of  the  South  and 
the  West.  He  quoted  the  language  of  &  disdn- 
gui^ed  statesman,  that  the  year  1816  would 
constitute  an  era,  that  it  was  the  most  disas- 
trous period  in  onr  history,  as  it  had  given 
birth  to  those  twin  monsters,  the  bank  and  an 
ultra  tariff.  He  considered  the  bank  and  tariff 
as  one  and  indissoluble ;  and  held  that  the 
death  warrant  of  the  South  and  West  had  issued 
from  the  insUtnticHi  when  the  circular  inatnio- 
ti(HU  were  sent  abroad.  He  characterized  the 
Board  of  Directors  as  a  central  power,  acting 
knd  deciding  in  secret,  and  whoae  Mc^na  were 
only  known  by  their  disastrous  opoaldon  on 
the  commnidty. 

The  quesUoa  was  taken  on  the  eiuroasment 
of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading^  and  cw<^ded  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

TxA& — Messrs.  Belt,  Buckner,  Ghftmbers,  Clay, 
Qayton,  Dallas,  Ewing,  Foot,  FrelinghuyBen,  Hcd- 
drioks,  Holmes,  Joboston,  Knight,  Naudaia,  Pren- 
tiss, RobbiOB,  BobinsiH),  SUsbee,  Bmitb,  Spragne, 
H^a,  Tomlinaon,  Wagganuii,  Webster,  inikliu 

— ae. 

Natb.— Ueasn.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brcnra,  Dickerson, 
Dudley,  EUis,  Forsyth,  Gmndy,  Hayne,  HiU,  Eaoe, 
King,  Kangum,  Maror,  Ifllter,  Moore,  Taxewdl, 
Troup^  Tyler,  White— SO. 


HoBDi-T,  June  11, 
Bank  nf  iK»  United  Stat«—BeeAartsr. 

The  bOl  to  modify  and  continue  the  act  to 
fnoorporato  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
tTnited  States  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  being  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  WEBexEB  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  qnestlon,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Manquic  then  spoke  briefly  in  exporttion 
(Hf  the  reasons  which  would  compel  Mm  to  vote 
ag^nst  tiie  passage  ctf  the  bill. 

The  qnesoon  was  thai  takra,  and  decided  as 
follows : 

Yxis. — Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Ewiog,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  JohDston,  Knight,  NauddD,  Poia- 
dexter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Bobtnsoa,  Boggles.  Sey- 
mour, Snabee,  Smith,  ftnague,  Tipton,  T&nmiaon, 
Waggaman,  Webster,  WiUdns— 28. 

TSiiB. — Messrs.  Beaton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  Mangum,  Marcy,  Idler,  Moore,  Tazewell, 
Troup,  Tylir,  White— 20. 

On  his  name  being  called, 

Mr.  Dallas  s^d  that,  being  called  to  vote  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  make  a  brief  statement  to  the  Senate.  He 
had  been  retomed  to  the  Senate  on  the  list  of 
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stof^oldera,  as  holding  a  part  of  the  stock  in 
the  bank.  As  Boon  aa  ne  foond  that  tliia  rab- 
Jeet  would  come  in  tor  discnsdon,  he  had  di- 
rected the  Bto<^*whidi  he  held  in  the  institu- 
tion to  be  sold.  It  had  been  stdd,  he  bad 
received  the  amount  of  the  sales,  and  had  no 
longer  any  interest  in  the  bank. 

On  his  name  betug  called, 

Mr.  SiUBEE  said  that  he  perceived  his  name 
on  the  list  of  stockholders.  He  had  disposed 
of  his  stock  before  tMs  qnestion  came  before 
CoDjgress,  and  was  no  longer  interwted  in  the 
institution. 

On  his  name  being  calledf 

Ur.  WEB8RE  said  that  he  had  seen  his  name 
cm  the  list  of  Hie  retnrns ;  but  that  the  insw- 
tion  was  iJt(wether  a  mistake  of  the  eierk  at 
the  bank  in  Philadelphia, 

The  bill  was  thai  passed  and  sent  to  the 
other  Honse. 

Indian  War — VohintMiv, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbbstxb,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  message  of  the  Hoose  of 
Bepresentatives,  communicating  the  amend- 
ment of  that  body,  anthbrizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  receive  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States  volunteers,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Northwestern  frontier,  not  to 
exceed  ten  oompanies. 

Mr.  Clat  withdrew  the  motion  whidi  he 
had  made  to  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  Tipton  rose  to  move  some  amendments 
which  he  thought  would  obviate  the  difficulty 
that  had  arisen.  He  sfdd  the  bill  now  before 
the  S^iate,  as  amended  by  the  House,  provides 
for  raising  one  thousand  gun  men  to  protect 
the  Northwestern  frontier  against  the  ^dians. 
He  would  have  been  satisfied  with  the  bill  aa  it 
was,  for  he  was  anxious  to  stop  the  effiudon  of 
blood,  and  the  destruction  of  praperty,  in  the 
frontier  country.  Some  Senators  object  to  the 
number  of  men  to  be  raised,  scone  to  their  term 
of  servioef  and  others  to  the  discretionary  power 
vested  in  the  Premdent.  On  a  former  ocoafdim 
he  had  stated  that  five  hundred  men  were  com- 
petent to  the  service,  if  led  by  an  officer  suited 
to  the  occasion.  Tim  was  still  his  opinlcHi; 
but,  yielding  to  the  wishes  of  the  Representa- 
tive from  UUnois,  for  whose  opinion  he  had 
great  respect,  he  had  left  the  number  blank. 
Some  Senators  have  said  to  the  friends  of  this 
measure,  agree  among  yourselves,  and  we  will 
vote  with  yon  for  any  sum  that  is  required. 
In  order  to  settie  this  matter,  and  procure  the 
prompt  action  of  Congress,  I  now  propose,  said 
Mr.  T.,  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  adung  for 
five  hundred  men,  to  serve  one  year,  to  be 
commanded  by  one  mi^or  and  a  sidtable  num- 
ber of  platoon  officers,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Preffldent,  by  and  witn  tiie  ad^oe  and  consent 
of  the  S^ate.  He  had  no  tear  of  the  discre- 
tionwy  power  vested  in  the  President.  The 
President  knew  too  well  what  was  due  to  a 
Bufiering  people,  and  to  his  own  fame,  and  he 
had  given  too  many  pledges  (tf  fidelity  to  Ua 
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ooantr7,  noT  to  err  in  ragard  to  oQndnoting  aa 
£adiuL  war.  Pass  this  dUI  with  the  amend- 
meiit,  and,  in  thirty  days  from  the  daj  the 
President  signs  it,  a  saflBcient  force  will  be  on 
the  frontier,  ahd  of  that  description  of  troops 
that  will  inspire  confidence  in  onr  people,  and 
enable  them  to  return  with  their  families  to 
their  former  homes.  This  number  of  men  is 
amplj  anfficient  to  keep  peace,  and  the  presence 
of  an  armed  force  is  at  all  times  neceaaary  to 
awe  those  Indians  into  sobmission. 

An  Indian  has  no  love  for  the  American  peo- 
ple. The  miBsion&  the  teachers,  and  the 
preachers  sent  to  them,  have  not  civilized 
them,  nor  will  the  long  prajers  made,  nor  the 
hypocritical  hands  holden  np  in  our  Eastern 
titles  in  behalf  of  the  poor  Indians,  have  much 
^ect  in  warding  off  the  scalping  knives  from 
oar  heads.  To  explain  the  oanse  of  his  anxiety 
on  this  subject,  Mr.  T.  read  a  letter  from  H^jor 
Brown,  dated  Hay  80th,  stating  that  General 
Walker,  with  fonr  hundred  men,  had  gone  out. 
General  Walker,  said  Mr.  T.,  is  a  brave  and 
active  yoang  man :  his  foUowers  are  united  to 
Uie  service ;  while  they  are  out,  the  frontiers 
will  be  protected.  But  these  men  live  by  their 
own  industry,  and  cannot  remain  long  in  the 
fi^d,  and,  when  they  return,  more  muraers  will 

^S^wwho  have  not  lost  th^  lives  have  lost 
their  property,  and-the  opportnidty  of  making 
bread  for  this  season.  Another  letter  informed 
him  that  there  was  not  bread  enough  in  the 
country  to  «erve  the  people  ton  days.  The 
Indlaa  has  struck  bis  blowa^  and  will  lie  dose 
and  conceal  himself  ontil  oar  militia  ratom 
firom  their  expedition. 

At  the  approach  of  aatnmn,  when  the  set- 
tlers, driven  by  necessity,  retnrn  to  recover 
tbeu*  property,  and  to  pat  in  winter  gr^  for 
the  next  crop,  unless  we  have  m  armed  force 
there,  this  war  will  be  renewed. 

And,  nr,  aaid  Mr.  T.,  will  yon  then  expect 
us  to  renew  this  i^>plioation  next  year  to  Con- 
gress with  another  monrnfol  list  of  murders? 
If  you  do,  you  are,  perhaps,  mistaken.  Let  me 
teUyou  what  will  bie  done  I 

There  are  about  five  thousand  one  hundred 
Indians  in  Indiana,  and  in  Illinois  eight  thou- 
sand six  hundred:  we  are  neighbors,  cannot 
afp'ee,  and  are  now  at  war.  You  must  separate 
us  by  removing  these  Indians  out  of  these 
States,  or  you  may  be  sxire,  air,  that  we  will 
extorminate  'them.  From  tins  war,  and  this 
dangra',  the  Menominees  and  a  part  of  the  Pot- 
tawatamiea  are  exempt  If  yon  irill  send  the 
force  which  we  want^  it  can,  if  under  jndidous 
officers,  protect  the  white  people  and  the 
fnendly  Indians  until  all  the  Indian  trilm  are 
removed  from  onr  vicinity. 

Mr.  Hendbiokb  was  in  fkvor  of  the  amend- 
ment by  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  and  had  a 
few  words  to  say,  chiefly  applicable  to  filling 
the  blank,  should  the  unendment  proposed 
be  adopted.  The  billf  as  it  ori^nally  passed 
the  Senate,  proposed  the  monntmg  of  a  corps 
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of  infitntTT  for  the  protection  of  onr  inland 
ftontiw.  It  had  no  reference  to  the  recent 
troubles  of  the  Northwest,  but  had  Hts  ori- 
gin in  a  belief  entertained  for  years  past, 
that  this  description  of  troops  was  better  saited 
to  the  service  in  that  quarter  than  infantry  on 
foot. 

This  bin  bad  been  modelled  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  direct  reference  to  the  In- 
^an  war  now  raging  between  the  Mississippi 
and  Lake  Michigan,  and  proposed  as  a  substi- 
tute the  rising  of  one  thonaand  gun  men,  vol- 
unteers, corpa  oigsoiized,  or  to  be  organized, 
as  the  President  might  direct ;  to  continue  in 
service,  or  be  diamiued  from  it,  as  his  discre- 
tion might  see  fit  The  amendments  proposed, 
said  Mr.  H.,  look  not  so  mudi  to  the  present 
iorisis,  as  to  the  permanent  defence  of  the  conn- 
try,  and  contemplate  a  corps  of  mounted  rang- 
ers on  the  moael  of  those  employed  on  the 
frontier  during  the  late  war.   This  latter  pur- 

fiose,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  ^prove,  and  believe  the 
atter  description  of  troops  decidedly  the  best 
adapted  to  the  service,  and  the  mo9%efficient 
that  can  be  called  into  it.  This  was  the  testi- 
mony, he  believed,  uniformly  given  in  favor  of 
these  corps  during  that  war,  from  the  frmtiera 
of  the  Ohio  to  the  Misabnppi  River.  These 
troops  were  more  active,  energetic,  more  rapid 
in  thtir  movements,  and  as  brave  aa  any  others 
that  have  heretofore  ever  been  employe  in  the 
service.  They  were,  indeed,  citizen  soldiers, 
having  all  the  advantages  of  discipline,  and  all 
the  interests  of  the  conntry  concentrated  upon 
them.  It  was  his  opinion  that  so  much  better 
were  these  corps  suited  to  the  defence  against 
Indians,  that  five  hnndred  of  them  would 
be  better  than  the  one  thousand  proposed 
by  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

Mr.  BsNTOK  stated  that  the  bill  introduced 
by  the  Senator  from  Indiana  was  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Military  Oommittee,  ot 
which  they  would  soon  report.  In  order  to 
gain  information  on  the  measure  under  duotis- 
uon  from  the  War  Department,  he  would  move 
that  the  bill,  with  the  several  amendments,  be^ 
for  the  present,  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  infor- 
matipn  acquired  he  would  commnnioate,  if  pos- 
sible, on  the  following  day. 

The  motion  was  oamed. 


TowDAT,  June  12. 

Mr.  DcDLiT  presented  certain  resolutiona 
adopted  at  a  meeting  of  citizens  in  tlw  catj  of 
New  York,  recommending  concessions  on  the 
suhjectof  the  tariff;  and  moved  to  lay  them  m 
the  teble,  and  print  them. 

Mr.  Wbbstbb  said  that  these  resolutions  came 
to  the  Senate  under  the  authority  of  tiie  most 
respectable  names.  They  were  represented, 
and  no  doubt  truly,  to  have  been  passed  at  a 
very  numerous  assemblage  of  dtiseni,  called 
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a  noHoe  signed  by  highly  respectable  names,  and 
were  introdaced  to  the  consideration  of  that 
assemblage  hj  a  Bpeeob  hi^Iy  proper  for  the 
occasion,  by  an  able  and  most  excellent  man. 
But  however  commendable  in  their  spirit  and 
temper,  the  reaolntions,  he  feared,  were  too 
general  in  their  scope  and  character  to  be  val- 
uable ffoides  Uiroagii  the  ardnoiu  duties  which 
li^  before  OongresB.  The7  reoommend  a  spirit 
of  aooommodanon,  of  concUiatioo,  of  compro- 
mise. Now  this  is  exactly  such  a  spirit,  said 
Ur.  W.,  as  we  all  profeaa^  ourselves,  and  as 
most  of  Ds,  in  my  opmioOf  really  and  sinoerdy 
feel.  Bat  the  qnestion  is  a  very  complex  one : 
it  involves  a  deep  and  important  principle,  and 
it  involves  also  very  great  difficnitiee  of  detail. 
If  this  most  respectable  meeting,  or  any  other, 
oonld  tell  as  what  that  is  which  could  be  given 
np,  withont  ruin  or  extreme  injnry  to  those 
fwncemed,  and  which,  if  given  up,  would  pro- 
duce the  satisfaction  so  much  to  be  desired, 
t2iey  would,  by  so  doing,  rendw  Congress  a 

I  entiilly  approve,  eeii  Mir.  W.,  the  Bpirit  of 
these  resolutions;  I  conomead  their  spirit  of 
kindness  and  conciliation ;  above  all,  I  com- 
mend the  attachment  manifested  by  them  to  the 
great  and  paramount  o^ect  of  r^ard — the 
mnm  of  the  States ;  bat  I  am  not  quite  willing 
that  an  opinion  should  be  cherished  abroad, 
that  members  of  Congress,  of  any  party,  are 
wanting  in  a  proper  spirit  of  conciliation,  or 
that  what  Congress  most  needs  is  a  Bpirit  of 
compromise.  For  his  own  part,  Mr.  W.  sud, 
he  hardly  failed  to  meet,  at  every  turn,  some 
gentleman  who  had  a  projeot-for  compromising 
all  onr  difScnlties.  He  thought  tiiere  was  no 
want  of  projects.  In  his  opinion,  the  necessity 
of  a  steady  ^ston  of  policy;  a  regular  ad- 
herence 'to  what  has  been  soUonnly  settled ;  a 
moderate  but  firm  regard  to  the  stability  of 

f>roperty,  to  the  muntenanoe  of  those  means  of 
iving  on  which  the  various  classes  of  labor  de- 
pend ;  cantion  not  to  a^tate  great  and  numer- 
ous interenta  to  their  very  centre,  by  ill  consid- 
ered, though  well-intended  efforts  to  allay 
excitement  among  other  interests ;  these  were 
topics,  in  r^ard  to  which,  if  in  regard  to  any, 
Oon^ress  mig^t  be  benefited  by  friendly  ad- 
momtitSL 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


TmraSDAT,  June  14. 

Indian  Wart  in  Us  Nar&Mmt—Ba^ly  Eapedi- 
tUmt—Sangen  and  Volwntetn  uw  tveeett- 
ful  Troop$. 

Mr.  Tipton  wished  to  be  informed  whether 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  had  received  buj  infDrmation  to  com- 
monioate  to  the  Senate  on  the  snljeot  of 
tiie  bill  relative  to  the  mlistmoit  of  monnted 
troope. 

Mr.  BsNTOK  replied  that  he  had  been  unable, 
In  ooueqoenoe  or  the  abaenoe  of  the  Seoretarj 


of  War,  to  obtun  the  information  he  had  ■ 
sired. 

'Mr.  TiPTON  then  said,  I  consider  it  my  duty 
to  move  tJie  Senate  to  take  up  this  bill,  with 
the  amendment  made  by  the  Hooae.  The  qnea- 
tion  now  is,  will  Congress  vote  us  the  means  of 
defence  or  not?  Denial  is  better  for  ns  than 
delay.  If  yon  will  aid  na,  do  It  immediately; 
if  not,  say  so,  and  we  will  do  our  own  bnaiiieis 
in  our  own  way. 

Sir,  we  mnst  sweep  them  pM)^e  from  ciist- 
enoe,  or  keep  them  peaceable.  The  power  to 
make  peace,  and  to  preserve  it,  and  to  preserve 
the  Indians,  is  what  I  want.  No  one  can 
imagine  the  distress  that  an  alarm  on  the  fron- 
tier produces,  without  witnessing  it.  Those 
who  are  at  the  point  of  attack,  fiee  with  th«r 
families ;  those  next  in  the  rear,  thongh  more 
secure,  are  not  safe.  Ko  man  can  leave  his 
own  fiimily  to  help  his  ndghbor;  and  the  con- 
sequence is,  that  they  break  np  and  desert 
their  homes,  taking  Iltue  with  them,  and  leave 
their  properlry  to  be  idllaged  by  the  dishonest 
whites,  as  well  as  tiie  Indians. 

If  yon  will  authorize  the  rainng  of  the  corpe 
which  I  propose,  we  can  prevent  these  alarms 
give  confidence  to  the  people,  and  check  or 
destroy  the  hostile  Indians. 

The  Senator  from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Eun,)  when 
this  bill  was  up  the  other  day,  a^ed  who  knew 
that  this  number,  five  hundred  men,  is  snfficient. 

Sir,  all  practical  men  know  that  five  hondred 
men  are  sufficient  to  march  to  any  point  be- 
tween Lake  Michigan  and  the  Miaedssippi, 
ThOT^will  do  it,  with  or  withont  authority. 

What  la  the  extent  at  Hub  In^an  ooimtry  t 
I  will  tell  yon :  It  n  aboot  one  hnndred  and 
thirty  miles  from  Chicago  to  Dixon's  ferry — 
four  short  days*  march  for  mounted  rifle  men. 
The  real  force  of  the  Black  Hawk's  followera 
may  be  &irly  estimated  at  seven  hnndred  to 
one  thousand  warriors;  that  is,  five  hnndred 
and  fifty  of  his  own  tribe,  two  hnndred  and  fifty 
Pottawatamies,  and  a  few  from  other  tribee. 
This  force  is  not  now  danger  ops,  bat  to  the 
defenceless  frontier,  and  wm  increase  evvrj 
day  until  it  is  broken  down.  One  aLfln^etio 
effort  will  crush  it. 

To  oppose  this  man  and  hisforoe,  we  an  tcM 
that,  on  the  10th  of  MaVj  twelve  hnndred  mA 
five  men  were  witlun  tbaty  ta  forty  milea  of 
this  banditti  Why  did  tiieee  men  not  march 
on,  day  and  oi^t,  and  attack  these  Indians,  If 
to  be  found  ?  We  are  told  that  part  of  onr  men 
are  infantrj|^  and  their  baggage  in  boats.  In 
these  days  of  good  living,  men  mnst  have  baggage^ 
and,  of  coarse,  live  at  their  ease.  I  do  not 
censure  them  for  this.  It  is  quite  a  satisfactory 
excuse  in  1682 ;  but,  sir,  in  1791,  or  1814,  what 
would  have  been  sud  of  snnshine  soldiers  t 
Let  us  recur,  for  a  few  momenta,  to  days  long 
gone  by. 

On  the  28d  of  May,  1791,  General  Scott 
crossed  the  Ohio,  at  the  month  of  the  Ken- 
tucky, and  marched  from  tboioe  fbr  Weeon- 
tonoUf  m  the  Wabash.  It  rained  inecssantiy. 
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bat  he  prened  forward,  through  an  onbroken 
and  ODknovn  forest,  eroBsed  four  larae  streama, 

the  White  Birers  aod  their  tribntanea,  not  in 
boats,  bat  svaiii  them  on  his  horses,  or  on  logs 
eonfined  together—rafts ;  and,  on  we  lat  day 
of  Jnna,  be  snrprised  the  Indians  at  Weeanto- 
son,  now  called  Weea,  killed  some,  and  took 
fiftr-eight  prisoners,  lliis  town  is  one  hondred 
and  finy-nve  miles  from  the  Ohio,  where  he 
•et  out 

But  this  is  not  all.  He  was  now  two  hun- 
dred and  flft7  miles  from  Lexington,  the  settled 
part  of  Kenbackj,  Borroonded  07  the  most  nn- 
meroDs  and  wanike  tribes  that  ever  inhabited 
Kortfa  America,  then  nnbroken  hj  defeat,  not 
humbled  and  -  rednoed  bj  the  wars  that  have 
since  intervened,  and  not  dispirited  bj  the 
opco'ations  of  onr  people,  and  ferociooa  as  the 
native  Indian  is  known  to  be.  Bat  General 
Scott  had  neither  baggage  nor  boats  to  encum- 
ber hinL  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wilkinson  was 
despatched  with  three  hondred  and  sixty  men 
to  cross  the  Wabash,  a  large  river,  then  madii 
swollen  with  raina^  to  destr^  the  Indian 
villages  at  what  they  oill  the  Ed  Elver,  now 
Ttppecanoe. 

Colonel  Wilkinson  marched  on  foot,  crossed 
the  river,  snrprised  the  Indians,  destrojed  the 
town,  and  retamed  with  a  loea  of  three  men, 
woonded,  having  marched  on  fbot  tbir^-siz 
milsB  in  twelve  di^  fonght  a  battle,  and 
bnmed  a  town.  These  men  were  Eentnckians, 
commanded  bj  a  man  that  conld  walk  on  foot, 
and  swim  a  river. 

General  Scott  tiien  retamed  to  Lexington, 
having  marched  fonr  hondred  and  fifty  miles, 
bomed  four  towns,  and  killed  many  of  the 
enemy,  taken  fifty-eight  prisoners,  and  con- 
ducted his  prisoners  to  Fort  Steuben,  now 
Jefiersonville. 

In  1791,  Colonel  Wilkinson  was  ordered  by 
General  Washington  to  destroy  the  Indian  vil- 
lages on  Eel  River.  They  set  oat  on  the  1st  of 
Angiist  from  Fort  Wadiington,  now  CHnoinna^ 
wim  five  hundred  and  twenty-three  men.  He 
marched  two  days  north  to  make  a  feint  on  the 
Kiami  towns,  then  northwest;  and  he  tells  as 
that,  on  the  7th  day,  he  crossed  tiie  Wabash 
00  tne  TWj  sjpot  that  he  set  oat  for,  and  next 
day  sarpnsed  the  Indians  on  Eel  River,  one 
hundred  and  eightr  miles  from  Fort  Washing- 
ton—Billed some  of  the  Indians,  took  some,  and 
pressed  forward  to  find  the  Fottawatamle  town, 
or  Tippecanoe.  The  next  day  he  inspected  his 
command,  to  find  its  coni^tion — found  two 
hundred  and  seven^  lame  horses,  and  bat  five 
days'  provi^ns  in  camp,  two  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  tnm.  Fort  Washington,  snrronnd- 
ed  with  warlike  tribes,  but  no  ba^age,  besides 
prisoners.  He  roomed  safo,  having  performed 
a  march  of  five  hundred  miles  UiroDgh  an 
almost  unknown  forest^  throu^  b(^  creeks, 
and  rivers;  but,  sir,  in  these  days  our  men 
forded  tlie  rivers,  if  they  could  be  forded  well ; 
hut  if  not,  swam  them,  without  delay,  on  th^ 
horses, 


!nie  amendment  I  propose  is,  to  autbociae 
the  President  to  raise,  by  enlistment,  or  by  ao- 
oepting  volunteers,  five  hundred  men,  believing 
that  number  to  be 'sufficient  for  the  purpose  in- 
tended. Bat  if  CoDgreaB  will  give  us  one  thoa- 
sand  men,  I  am  wuling  to  concede  something 
to  meet  the  views  of  other  Senators.  The 
amendment  differs  but  little  from  the  laws  of 
1812  and  1813,  aathoriring  the  raising  of  the 
rangers.  The  Preudent  of  that  day  allowed 
some  oompanies  to  elect  their  own  officers,  and 
the  officers  or  other  oompanies  were  appointed 
here,  and  they  were  directed  to  enTiat  ihsar 
men.  We  got  some  good  officers,  and  some 
not  so.  These  troopa  were  effldent,  and  ren- 
dered valuable  sernoe.  A  gentlonaa  now  here, 
who  was  en^ed  in  tiifs  ssrrioe,  can  bear  testi- 
mony of  their  usefidness. 

Messrs.  Roamsoir  and  Enra  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, which  was  carried — ^yeas  S6. 

Mr,  Tipton  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  the  amendment  of  the  Hoose^  and  in- 
serting a  neir  bill,  sabstantially  as  foUows : 

That  the  Freddent  of  the  TTmted  SUtes  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  raise,  either  by  the  ao* 
ceptanoe  of  volunteers,  or  enlistment  for  one  year, 

unless  sooner  discharged,           mounted  rangers, 

to  be  armed,  equipped,  mounted,  and  organized,  in 
such  a  msoner,  and  to  be  under  audi  regulations 
and  restriotions,  as  the  nature  of  the  serrioe  may, 
in  bia  oidnion,  make  necessary. 

Sic.  2.  ll»t  each  of  the  aaid  companies  of  ran- 
gers ahall  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first,  one  sec- 
ond, and  one  third  lieutenant,  five  aergeanta,  fire 
corptnala,  and  one  hundred  privatea— the  wholo  (o 
form  a  battalloD,  ud  be  oommanded  by  a  mi^t. 

Sic.  8.  Hut  the  add  noo'oommiadoned  offlcws 
and  privatea  aball  arm  and  equip  themselvea,  un- 
leaa  otherwiae  ordered  by  the  President,  and  pro- 
vide their  own  horses,  and  shall  be  allowed  each 
 per  day,  as  a  fall  compenaatloa  for  their  ser- 
vices, and  the  use  of  their  arms  and  horsea.  The 
commiarioned  offioets  ahall  receive  the  aame  emdu- 
ownts  as  officers  of  the  aame  grade  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States. 

Bsc.  4.  That  the  officers,  nonniomiidarioDed  o^ 
fioers,  and  privatea,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  aame 
proviaion,  in  case  of  disability  by  wounds  or  other- 
wiae, aa  is  made  for  officers,  uon-coouiuiiaioned 
officers,  and  privatea,  in  the  regular  army,  and  sub- 
ject to  all  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  so  iar  as 
the  same  mn  be  apidicatde. 

Sao.  8.  That  the  officers  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Frarident,  by  and  with  the  adviee  of  tin 
Senate. 

Mr.  HATnx  asked  for  a  division  of  the*  ques- 
tion, BO  as  first  to  take  the  vote  on  striking  out 
the  amendment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  TiPTOK  mode  a  fsw  observations  in  de- 
fenoe  of  ammdment,  which  he  sud  was 
framed  in  the  exact  words  of  the  act  of  1818. 
He  considered  that,  under  an  efficient  officer, 
well  acquainted  with  Uie  mode  of  Indian  war- 
fare, a  force  of  five  hondred  men  would  be  bet- 
ter than  twice  the  namber  nndw  the  command 
ot  inenerienced  men. 

Hr.  Bibb  referred  to  the  force  raised  by  ordor 
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of  General  Washington  in  1788,  to  aid  General 
Warce  in  his  expedition  asainst  the  Indians, 
as  uie  most  effective  force  wnich  oould  be  em- 
ployed in  such  service. 
The  question  was  decided  as  follows : 

YCAS. — Ifcsars.  Bell,  Benton,  Buckner,  Clayton, 
EHia,  Eving,  Foot,  FreUnghuyseti,  Grimd;,  HavDe, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Holmes,  Knight,  Uangum,  Uarcj, 
Uilter,  Moore,  Naudaio,  Poin&xter,  Frentias,  Rob- 
bios,  Seymonr,  Spragoe,  TiptoOf  Tomlinson,  Thiup, 
T;ler,  Waggaman,  Webstez^O. 

Kats.— Heasrs.  Bibb,  Cbamben,  Dudley,  FoTsytb, 
Kaue,  King,  Robinson,  Bnggtes,  BUsbee,  TauweU, 
White— IL 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hendbicks,  the  first  blank 
in  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Tipton  was  then 
filled  with  the  words  '*  tax.  hundred,"  and  the 
aeoond  with  the  words  "mie  dollar." 

Mr.  ExNa  moTed  to  atrike  out  Hie  last  aection, 
relative  to  the  app^tment  of  officers  by  the 
rVeddent  and  Senate ;  bat,  on  an  ezplanatton 
that  the  officers  deoted  by  the  volunteers 
would  be  coDunisBioned,  he  withdrew  lus  mo- 
tion. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Tifton  was  then 
agreed  to,  and  reported  to  tiie  Senate,  and  the 
Senate  oonoorred  therdn, 

Satcbdat,  June  16^ 
Land  Grant  to  MmouHpr  Roadt  and  GanaU. 

On  motion  of  ISr,  Biarroir,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  oonnder  the  bill  granting  certun 
public  lands  to  the  State  of  Missonri,  for  the 
purpose  of  internal  improvement. 

The  amendment  made  in  committee  to  insert 
the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  question  on  the  engroasment 
m  the  bill  was  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

[A  littie  discnsmon  took  place  daring  the  con- 
sideration of  the  biU,  in  whioh  Mr.  JoHiffiTON, 
Mr.  Webstbs,  Mr.  Waooaman,  tlx.  HoLUa,  Mr. 
FoBSTTH,  Mr.  Bbhton,  and  Hr.  Poindkxtbb 
took  jmrt  It  was  stated  that  the  four  other 
new  States  lud  reoeived  grautB  of  public  lands, 
while  the  States  included  in  the  bill  had  re- 
ceived no  donutiona  either  in  money  or  lands. 
The  present  donation  was  asked  for  the  par- 
pose  of  making  some  improvements  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  whole  peoj^e  of  the  Union,  and 
not  exclusively  beoeficial  totheStatesto  vhidi 
the  lands  were  granted.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hoona,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  ooD^der  the  bill  supplementary  to  an 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Tennessee,  Ooosa,  Oahawba,  and  Black 
Warrior  Itivers. 

There  was  some  ^sonsdon  on  this  WL  which 
was  finally,  on.  motion  of  Mr.  Out,  laid  im 
the  table  until  Tnead«y,  to  allow  time  for  ex- 
minatirait 


[JURK,  ISO, 


Tdbsdat,  Jane  19. 

Death  of  CharUa  Johntton^  Egq.,  a  Repreaenta- 
tiufrom  the  State  of  Virginia, 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Bepre6entatiTe&  by  their  Clerk,  notifying  the 
Senate  of  the  death  of  Ohables  C.  JonNsrox, 
a  member  of  that  House  from  the  State  of  Vii^ 
ginia,  and  that  bis  funeral  would  take  place  in 
^  afUmoon  at  half-past  three  o^dock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ttlbe,  the  Senate  thm 
adopted  the  following  resolution : 

RMolved,  That  the  Senate,  as  a  mark  of  respect, 
will  attend  tbe  i^iner&l  of  the  Hon.  Ceubuu  G. 
JoBHBioH,  a  member  of  Coogrese  from  Virgiiiift, 
this  day,  at  half-past  three  o'clock ;  and,  as  an 
addiUooal  mark  of  respect,  that  Uie  Senators  wilt  leo 
into  moaming,  by  wearing  crape  on  tbe  left  ana  for 
thirty  days. 

On  motion  olt  Mr.  Tazbwxll,  it  was  then 
Ordered,  That  when  the  Senate  adjourns,  it  ad< 

joum  to  meet  at  half-past  three  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tacbwbll, 
The  Senate  then  a^joamed. 


WnnnsDAT,  June  80. 
P^lie  Land* — IHitribuiion. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  expro- 
priate, for  a  limited  time,  tbe  proceeds  of  the 
pablic  lands;  and  the  amendments  reported  by 
the  Oommittee  on  Pablic  Lands  were  read. 

Mr.  PooiDBXTBB  moved  an  amendment,  giv- 
ing 600,000  acres  to  each  of  the  States  of  Mis- 
souri, Mississippi,  and  Louisiana;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Olat  said :  Ko  snttjeot  which  had  pre- 
sented itself  to  tbe  present,  or  perhaps  any  pre- 
ceding Congress^  was  of  greater  magnitude  uian 
that  of  the  pnblio  lands.  There  was  another, 
indeed,  which  possessed  a  more  exdting  and 
absorbmg  interest,  bat  the  excitement  was 
happily  but  temporary  in  its  nature.  Long 
after  we  shall  cease  to  he  agitated  by  the  tari^ 
ages  after  our  manufactures  shall  have  ac- 
quired a  stability  and  perfection  which  will 
enable  them  saccessfally  to  cope  with  the 
manafaotares  of  any  other  country,  the  pubUo 
lands  will  remain  a  sobjeot  of  deq>  and  tatr 
during  intereat.  bi  whatever  view  we  otmtem* 
plate  thou,  there  is  no  question  of  such  vast 
UDpratanoe.  As  to  their  extent,  there  is  public 
land  enoogh  to  found  an  empire;  stretching 
across  the  immense  continent,  from  the  Atlan- 
tio  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
to  the  Northwestern  Lakes,  the  quantity,  ac- 
cording to  official  surveys  and  estimates, 
amounting  to  the  prodigious  sum  of  one  billios 
and  eighty  millions  of  acres  I  As  to  the  dura- 
tiOD  .of  the  interest  r^arded  as  a  source  of 
comfort  to  our  people,  and  of  public  income, 
during  the  last  year,  when  the  greatest  quan- 
tity was  sold  that  wety  in  one  year,  had  been 
prerioudj  sold,  it  amomited  to  uea  than  three 
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millions  of  acres,  prodacing  tbree  millions  and 
'a  h^of  dollars.  Assamiogthat  jear^safford- 
iog  the  standard  rate  at  which  tbe  lands  will 
be  annoall;^  sold,  it  woald  require  tbree  hun- 
dred years  to  dispose  of  them.  Bat  the  sales 
will  probablf  be  accelerated,  from  increased 

Eopnlatiuu  and  other  oaosea.  We  may  safely, 
owever,  anticipate  that  long,  if  not  centniiM, 
after  the  present  day,  the  repreaeotaUTes'of 
ODT  children's  children  mar  be  dellbwating  in 
tiie  Halls  of  Congress  on  lawa  relating  to  the 
pabllc  lands. 

The  sabject,  in  other  points  of  view,  chal- 
lenged the  fhllest  attention  of  an  American 
statesman.  If  there  was  any  one  circumstance, 
more  than  all  others,  which  distinguished  onr 
happy  condition  fh>m  that  of  the  nations  of  the 
Old  World,  it  was  the  possession  of  this  vast 
national  property,  and  the  resources  which  it 
afforded  to  our  people  and  onr  Government 
No  European  nation  (possibly  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Boasia)  commanded  sach  an  ample  re- 
sonrce.  With  respect  to  the  otlier  republics  of 
this  continent  we  have  no  iafarmation  that  any 
of  them  hare  yet  adopted  a  r^^lar  system  of  pre- 
vious survey  and  snosequent  sale  of  their  wild 
lands,  in  convenient  tracts  well  defined  and 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  all.  On  the  contrary, 
tiie  probability  is  that  they  adhere  to  the  ruin- 
ous and  mad  system  of  old  Spain,  according  to 
which  large  unsnrveyed  districts  are  granted 
to  favorite  individuals,  prejudicial  to  them, 
who  often  sink  under  the  ucurabrance,  and 
die  in  poverty,  whilst  the  regular  current  of 
emigration  is  checked  and  diverted  from  its 
l^fiumate  channels. 

And  if  therebeintheoperatifmsof  tfalsGov- 
ernment  on^  wl^cb,  more  than  any  other,  dis- 
plays consummate  wisdom  and  statesmanship, 
it  ifl  that  system  by  which  the  public  lands  have 
been  so  successfully  administered.  We  should 
pause,  solemnly  pause,  before  we  subvert  it. 
We  should  touch  it  hesitatingly,  and  with  the 
gentlest  baud.  The  prudent  management  of  the 
public  lands,  in  the  nands  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, will  be  more  manifest  by  contrasting 
it  with  th&t  of  several  of  the  States,  which  had 
the  disposal  of  lai^  bodies  of  waste  lands.  Vir- 
ginia possessed  an  ample  domdn  west  of  the 
mount^na  and  in  the  present  State  of  Kentut^y, 
over  and  above  her  munifioeat  cession  to  the 
General  Oovenmient.  Pressed  for  peooniary 
means  by  the  revolutionary  war,  she  broogfat 
her  wild  landB,  durii^  its  progress,  Into  market, 
receiving  pi^ent  in  paper  money.  There 
were  no  previous  surveys  of  the  waste  lands — 
no  townsnips,  no  sections,  no  official  definition 
or  description  of  tracts.  Each  purchaser  made 
his  own  location,  describing  the  land  bought  as 
he  thought  proper.  These  locations  or  de- 
scriptions were  often  vague  and  uncertain.  The 
consequence  was,  that  the  same  tract  was  not 
nnfrequently  entered  various  times  by  different 
purchasers,  so  as  to  be  literally  shingled  over 
with  conflicting  claims.  The  State,  perhi^ 
sold  in  thb  T^r  much  more  land  toan  it  was 


entitled  to,  but  then  it  received  nothing  in  re- 
turn that  was  valuable ;  whilst  the  purchasers, 
in  consequence  of  the  clashing  and  interference 
between  their  rights,  were  exposed  to  tediouB, 
vexatious,  and  ruinous  litigation. 

Kentucky  long  and  severely  suffered  from  this 
cause,  and  is  just  emerging  from  the  troubles 
brought  upon  her  by  improvident  land  l^s- 
lation.  Western  Virginia  has  also  suffored 
gmtly,  though  not  to  t^e  some  extent 

Tlie  State  of  Geors^a  had  large  bodies  of 
waste  lands,  whioh  she  disposed  of  in  a  man- 
ner satirfactory  no  doubt  to  nerself,  but  aston- 
ishing to  every  one  of  that  commonwealth. 
According  to  her  i^stem,  waste  lands  are  dis- 
tributed in  lotteries  among  the  people  of  the 
State,  in  conformity  with  the  enactments  of  the 
Lei^ature.  And  when  one  district  of  conn- 
try  is  disposed  of^  as  there  are  many  who  do 
not  draw  prizes,  the  unsuccessful  call  out  for 
fresh  distributions.  These  are  made,  from  time 
to  time,  as  lauds  are  acquired  from  the  Indians ; 
and  henoe  one  ftf  the  oansee  of  avicUty  with 
which  the  Indian  lands  are  sought.  It  is  mani- 
fest that  neither  Ihe  present  generation  nor 
posterity  can  do^ve  much  advantage  from  this 
mode  of  alienating  public  lands.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  should  thmk,  it  caonot  fail  to  engendw 
speculation  and  a  spirit  of  gambling. 

The  State  of  Kentucky,  in  virtue  of  a  com- 
pact with  Vir^nia,  acquired  a  right  to  a-qnan- 
tity  of  public  lands  south  of  Green  Bivei*. 
Neglecting  to  profit  by  the  unfortunate  example 
of  uie  parent  State,  she  did  not  order  the  coun- 
try to  be  surveyed  previous  to  its  being  offered 
to  purchasers.  Seduced  by  some  those  wild 
land  projects,  of  which  at  all  times  there  hava 
been  stnne  afloat,  and  which  hitherto  the  Gen- 
eral Gov«rnment  aknie  has  firmly  resisted,  slie 
was  tempted  to  ofbr  her  waste  lands'to  settlers, 
at  different  prices,  under  the  name  of  head 
rights  or  pre-emptions.  As  the  laws,  like  most 
l^islatiou  upon  such  subjects,  were  somewhat 
loosely  worded,  the  keen  eye  of  the  speculator 
soon  disoemed  tbe  defects,  and  he  took  advan- 
tage of  them.  Instances  had  occurred  of  mas- 
ters obtaining  certificates  of  head  rights  in  the 
name  of  thefr  slaves,  and  thus  securing  the 
land,  in  contravention  of  the  intention  of  the 
legiuatnre.  Slaves  generally  have  but  one 
name,  beii:«  called  Tom,  Jack,  Dic^  or  Hany-. 
To  eonceaf  the  fraud,  the  owner  would  add 
Black,  ors(Hneotiiero(wn(Hiiinatton,Bothatthe 
certificate  would  read  Tom  Blade,  Jack  Black, 
Sm.  Tbe  gentleman  tnm  Tennessee  (Mr. 
Gbvudt)  win  remember,  some  twenty  odd 
years  ago,  when  we  were  both  members  of  the 
Kentucky  Legidature,  that  I  took  occasion  to 
animadvert  upon  these  fraudulent  practices,  and 
observed  tba^  when  the  names  came  to  be 
alphahetted,  the  truth  would  be  told,  whatever 
might  be  the  language  of  the  record ;  for  the 
alphabet  would  r«td  Black  Tom,  Black  Harry, 
&ci.  Kentucky  realized  more  in  her  treasury 
than  the  parent  State  had  done,  oonnderiug 
that  she  bad  but  a  remnant  ct  public  londsi  ana 
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she  Added  BomOThatto  her  population.  Bat 
they  were  far  less  av^ble  than  thej  would 
have  been  tmder  a  sjstem  of  previoos  surrey 
and  regular  sale. 

These  observations  in  respect  to  the  eonrse 
<tf  the  reepeotaUe  States  referred  to,  in  relation 
to  th^  pnUio  lands,  are  not  prompted  by  any 
unkind  weUnn  towards  them,  bat  to  show  the 
superiority  <Hf  the  land  system  of  the  United 
States. 

Under  the  system  of  (he  General  Government, 
the  wisdom  of  which,  in  some  respects,  is  ad- 
mitted even  by  the  report  of  the  Land  Com- 
mittee, the  country  snbject  to  its  operation, 
beyond  the  Alleghany  Uountains,  has  rapidly 
advanced  in  population,  improvement  and 
prosperity.  The  example  of  the  State  of  Ohio 
was  emphatically  relied  on  by  the  rwort  of 
the  Committee  on  Uonnftotorea— its  million  of 
peopl&  its  oanala  and  otiher  improremeata,  ite 
nourishing  towns,  its  hifj^ly  onltivated  fields,  all 
put  there  within  leas  than  forty  years.  TowMk- 
en  the  force  of  this  example,  the  Land  Committee 
deny  that  the  population  of  that  State  is  prinoi- 
pally  settied  upon  publio  lands  derived  from 
the  General  Gtovemment.  But,  Mr.  Prendent, 
with  great  deference  to  that  committer  I  moat 
say  that  it  labors  under  misapprehension. 
Three-fourths,  if  not  four-flftbs,  of  the  jpopula- 
tion  of  that  State  are  settied  upon  public  lands 
purchased  from  the  United  States,  and  tiiey 
A«  the  most  flonriahlttB  parts  of  the  State. 
For  the  eonreetneos  of  tbSa  statement  I  appeal 
to  my  friend  frtm  Ohio  Qb.  Ewnro)  near  nw. 
He  knowa,  as  well  as  I  da  that  tiie  neh  nUeys 
ot  the  Miuni  of  Ohio,  and  the  Maumee  of  the 
Lake,  the  Scioto,  and  the  Muskingum,  are  prin- 
dpally  settied  by  persons  derivii^  tities  to  U^eir 
luda  (torn  the  United  States. 

In  a  national  point  of  view,  one  of  the  ^;reat- 
est  advantages  which  these  publio  lands  in  the 
West,  and  this  system  of  sdling  them,  afford, 
is  the  resource  which  tiiey  present  a^inst  pres- 
sure and  want,  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  from 
the  vocations  of  sodety  being  too  closely  filled, 
and  too  much  crowded.  They  coostaotiy  twd 
to  sustain  the  piioe  of  labor,  by  the  (^pcntanity 
which  tiiey  o^ler  of  the  accraidtion  <tf  fertile 
land  at  a  moderate  prioe^  and  the  consequent 
temptation  to  emigrate  firom  those  parts  of  the 
Union  where  labor  may  be  badly  rewarded. 
The  progress  of  settiement,  and  the  improve- 
ment m  the  fbrtnnes  and  ooi^tion  of  individuals, 
under  the  operation  of  this  beneficent  system, 
are  as  simple  as  they  are  manifest.  Pioneers 
of  a  more  adventurous  character,  advancing 
before  tiie  tide  of  emigration,  penetrate  into 
the  uninhabited  regions  of  the  West  Tliey 
apply  the  axe  to  the  fbrest,  which  falls  before 
them,  or  the  plou^  to  the  prairie,  deeply  sink- 
iiu:  its  share  in  the  unbroken  wild  passes  in 
which  it  abonnda.  They  build  houses,  plant 
orchards,  enclose  fields^  cultivate  tiieearu!,  and 
rear  up  fiunilies  around  them.  Ueantim^  the 
tide  of  emigration  flows  upon  them,  their  im- 
proved farms  riae  in  valoe,  a  demand  fi>r  them 
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takes  place,  they  sell  to  the  new  comers  at  a 
great  advance,  and  proceed  farther  west,  with 
ample  means  to  purchase  frvm  Government,  at 
reaaonable  prioes^  aofflideat  land  fi«  idl  the  inaiH 
bers  of  thor  fbmiliea.  Another  and  aDotber 
tide  suooeeda  the  first,  poshing  on  westwazdlr 
the  prevkms  settiers,  who,  in  thdr  torn,  aw 
out  their  farms,  constantiy  augmenting  in  price, 
until  they  arrive  at  afixedand stationary  value. 
In  this  way,  thonsanda  and  tens  of  thousands 
are  daily  improving  their  oircomstanoee,  and 
bettering  their  condition.  Z  have  often  wit* 
nessed  tiiis  grati^rin^  progress.  On  the  same 
fium,  yon  may  sometimes  behold,  standing  to- 
gether, ihe  &st  rode  cabin  of  round  ana  un- 
hewn logs,  and  wooden  chimneya,  the  hewn 
log  hoase,  chincked  and  shingled,  with  stone 
or  brick  chimneys ;  and,  lastly,  the  comforta- 
ble brick  or  stone  dwdling;  each  denoting  the 
difiteent  occupants  of  tiie  flami,  or  the  several 
stages  of  tiie  oondition  of  the  same  oocnpant 
What  other  nation  can  boast  of  such  an  ootiefc 
for  its  increasing  population,  each  bonntiflil 
means  of  promoting  their  prospeii^,  and  s»* 
caring  their  independence? 

To  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  and 
especially  to  the  existing  system  by  which  they 
^  distributed  with  so  much  regularity  and 
equity,  are  we  indebted  for  these  fflgnal  benefita 
in  our  national  condition.  And  evMy  oontidf 
oration  of  doty  to  ourselves  and  to  posterity 
Wfjoins  that  we  shall  abetidn  fnxn  the  adoption 
of  any  wild  pnject  that  would  oast  aw^  this 
vast  nati(miu  pn^er^,  held  by  the  General 
Govemmait  in  nenA  trust  ibr  the  wlude  peo- 
ple of  tiie  United  States,  uid  fbrbida  tiiat  wo 
should  ra^ly  touoh  a  system  wfaieh  haa  been 
so  successfully  tested  by  experience. 

It  has  been  only  within  a  few  years  that  rest- 
lets  men  have  thrown  before  the  pubUo  thur 
visionary  plans  for  squandering  the  pnUic  do- 
main. With  the  existing  laws,  the  great  State 
of  the  West  is  satisfied  and  oraiteated.  She 
has  felt  their  bmefit,  and  grown  great  and  pow- 
erful under  their  sway.  She  knows  and  testifies 
to  the  liberality  of  the  General  Government  in 
the  administration  oi  tiie  public  lands,  extended 
alike  to  her  and  to  the  other  new  States 
There  are  no  petitions  f^nn,  no  movwnents  in, 
Ohio,  proponng  vital  and  radical  changes  in 
the  system.  During  the  long  period,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  in  the  Senate,  that 
her  upright  and  unambitious  citizen,  the  first 
Bepresentative  of  that  State,  and  ^»rwards  suo- 
cessively  Senator  and  Governor,  presided  ovtr 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lande,  we  heard  of 
none  of  these  chimeric^  schemes.  All  went 
on  smoothly,  and  quletiy,  and  safely.  No  mm, 
in  the  sphere  within  which  he  actf^,  ever  com- 
manded or  deserved  the  implicit  confidence  of 
Congress  more  than  Jer^iab  Morrow.  There 
existed  a  perfect  persua^m  of  his  entire  impar- 
tiality and  justice  between  the  old  States  and 
the  new.  A  few  artless  but  soisible  words, 
pronounced  in  his  plain  Scotch  Irish  <tialectL 
were  always  snffioient  to  ensue  the  passage  d 


JPMio  Imit—DiUnbvlim. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DBBATB8  07  OONGKBSa 


495 


Jmm,  1888.] 

any  bill  or  reaolation  which  he  reported.  For 
abont  twenty-five  years,  there  was  no  essential- 
obange  in  this  systeQi ;  and  that  which  was  at 
last  made,  varying  the  price  of  tbe  pablio  lands 
from  two  dollars,  at  which  it  had  all  that  time 
remained,  to  one  dollar  and  a  quarter,  at  which 
it  has  been  fixed  only  aboat  ten  or  twelve  years, 
wsa  foonded  nudn^  on  the  oonridBraoon  of 
aboUdung  the  previoos  eredite. 

Aanxtdag  the  dnpUeation  <^  onr  pt^olation 
in  terms  or  twenty-five  years,  the  demand  fbr 
waste  land,  at  the  end  of  every  term,  will  at 
least  be  doable  what  it  was  at  the  oommenoe- 
ment  Bat  the  ratio  of  the  inoreased  demand 
will  be  mach  greater  than  the  increase  of  the 
whole  population  of  the  United  States,  because 
the  Western  States  nearest  to  or  including  the 
public  lands  popalate  mach  more  rapidly  than 
other  parts  of  the  Union;  and  it  will  be  from 
them  that  the  greatest  cnrrent  of  emigration 
will  flow.  At  this  moment  Ohio,  Kentucky, 
and  Tennessee  are  Uie  most  migrating  States  in 
the  TTnion. 

To  supply  this  constantly  angmenting  de- 
mand the  policy  which  has  hitherto  character- 
ized the  General  Government,  has  been  highly 
liberal  both  towards  individuals  and  the  new 
States.  Lane  tracts,  for  sorpasdng  the  de- 
mand of  pnronasers,  in  every  climate  and  situa- 
tion ad^ted  to  the  wants  of  all  parts  of  the 
Union,  are  brooght  into  the  market  at  moder- 
ate prices,  the  Government  having  sustained  all 
the  expense  of  the  original  purchase,  and  of 
sorveying,  marking,  and  dividing  the  land.  For 
fifty  dollars,  any  poor  man  may  purchase  forty 
acres  of  first  rate  land;  and,  for  less  than  the 
wages  of  one  yearns  ItUior,  he  may  bay  eighty 
acres.  To  the  new  Btate^  tiao,  has  ue  Gov- 
emment  been  liberal  and  generous  in  the  grants 
for  schools  and  for  internal  improvements,  as 
well  as  in  rednoing  tbe  debt  contracted  for  the 
purchase  of  lands  by  the  citizens  of  those  States 
who  were  tempted,  in  a  spirit  of  inordinate 
q>ecnlation,  to  pnrdiase  too  much  or  at  too 
mgh  prices. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  I  have  to  say  some- 
thing in  respect  to  tbe  particular  plan  brought 
forward  by  the  Committee '  on  Manufactores 
for  a  temporary  appropriation  of  the  proceeds 

the  sales  of  the  pablio  lands. 

The  oommittee  saw  that  this  ftmd  is  not 
wanted  by  the  Qeneral  Govemin«it;  that  the 
peace  of  the  oonntry  is  not  likely,  ftom  present 
appearanoes,  to  be  qwedily  distarbea;  and 
that  the  General  Government  is  absolutely  em- 
barrassed in  providing  aWnst  an  enormous  snr- 

5 las  in  the  Treasury.  Whilst  this  is  the  oon- 
ition  of  the  Federal  Government,  the  States 
are  in  want  of^  and  can  most  beneficially  use, 
that  very  surplus  with  which  we  do  not  know 
what  to  do.  The  powers  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment are  limited;  those  of  the  States  are 
ample.  If  those  Umited  powers  authorized  an 
application  of  the  fund  to  some  objects,  perhaps 
there  are  others  of  more  importance,  to  which 
the  powers  of  the  States  would  be  more  oom- 
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petenL  or  to  which  they  may  apply  a  more 
provident  care. 

But  the  Ghivemment  of  the  whole  and  of  the 
parts,  at  last,  is  bat  one  Government  of  the 
same  people.  In  form,  they  are  two ;  in  sab- 
stance,  one.  They  both  stand  under  the  same 
solemn  obligation  to  promote,  by  all  the  pow- 
ers witii  which  they  are  respectively  iatrasted, 
the  h^piness  of  the  people;  mi  the  people, 
in  their  tnni,  owe  respect  and  aUegianee  to 
both.  Maintaining  these  relations,  thwe  should 
be  matnal  assistance  to  each  other  afforded  by 
these  two  systems.  When  the  States  are  fblt- 
handed,  and  the  coffers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment are  empty,  tbe  States  ^ould  come  to  the 
relief  of  the  General  Government,  as  many  of 
them  did,  most  prcffDptly  and  patriotics^y, 
during  the  late  war.  When  the  conditions  ox 
the  parties  are  reversed,  as  is  now.the  case,  the 
States  wanting  what  is  almost  a  burden  to  the 
General  Government,  the  duty  of  this  Govern- 
ment is  to  go  to  the  relief  of  tbe  States. 

They  were  views  lilce  these  whi(^  indnoed  a 
majority  of  the  oommittee  to  propose  the  plaa 
of  distribntion  contained  in  the  bul  now  under 
consideration.  For  one,  however,  I  will  ag^ 
repeat  the  declaration^  which  I  made  early  in 
the  sesrion,  that  I  unite  cordially  with  those 
who  condemn  the  ^plication  of  any  principle  of 
distribution  among  the  several  States,  to  surpltu 
revenue  derived  from  taxation.  I  think  in- 
come derived  from  taxation  stands  npon  ground 
totally  distinct  from  that  which  is  received  from 
the  publio  lands.  Congress  can  prevent  the 
accumulation,  at  least,  for  any  considerable 
time,  (tf  revenue  ftom  duties,  by  suitable  legis- 
lati<Hi,  lowering  or  aagmentiag  the  imposts; 
but  it  cannot  atop  the  ttUs  of  tne  pnUio  luida, 
withiout  the  exercise  ct  arUtrary  and  intoler- 
able power.  The  powers  of  Congress  over  the 
publio  lands  are  broader  and  more  comprehen- 
sive than  those  which  they  possess  over  taxa- 
tion, and  the  money  prodaoed  by  it 

This  brings  me  to  consider,  Ist,  the  power  of 
Congress  to  make  the  distribution.  By  the 
second  part  of  the  third  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  conatitution.  Congress  "  have  power 
to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other 
property  of  the  United  States."  The  power  of 
disposition  is  plenary,  nnresinuned,  unqualified. 
It  18  not  limited  toa  spetdfied  olfjeot  <»■  to  a  de- 
fined pnrpose.  but  left  spplioable  to  any  object 
or  purpose  which  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall 
deem  fit,  acting  nnder  its  high  respon^bili^. 

The  Government  purchsised  Louisiana  and 
Florida.  Hay  it  not  apply  the  proceeds  of  lands 
within  those  countries  to  any  object  which  the 
good  of  tbe  Union  may  seem  to  indicate?  If 
there  be  a  restrunt  in  the  constitution,  where 
is  it — what  is  it? 

The  uniform  practice  of  the  Government  has 
conformed  to  the  idea  of  its  possessing  fall 
powers  over  the  public  lands.  They  have  been 
£raely  granted,  from  time  to  time^  to  commnnitiea 
and  inmvidaala,  for  a  great  variety  of  purposes. 
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To  States  for  education,  internal  ImproTcment, 
public  buildings ;  to  corporations  for  education ; 
to  the  deaf  and  dumb ;  to  the  cultivators  of  the 
olive  and  the  vine;  topre-emptiimen;  to  Gen- 
eral Lafayette,  &c 

The  deeds  from  the  ceding  Statea,  fax  from 
opposing,  fully  irarrant  the  dutribntion.  That 
of  Virginia  ceded  the  land  as  *'a  common  ftind 
for  tiie  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United 
States  as  have  become,  or  ^all  become,  mem- 
bers of  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance  of 
the  said  States,  Virginia  inclusive."  The  ces- 
sion was  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States.  It 
may  be  argued  that  the  ftaad  must  be  retained 
in  the  common  Treasury,  and  thence  paid  out. 
But,  by  the  bill  reported,  it  will  come  into 
the  common  Treasury;-  and  then  the  ques- 
tion how  Bhall  it  be  subsequently  appliea  for 
the  nae  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States 
as  compose  the  ocmfbdenu^,  ia  one  of  modus 
only.  Whether  the  money  is  disbursed  by  the 
General  Qovemment  directly,  or  is  paid  out, 
upon  some  equal  and  just  principle,  to  the 
States,  to  be  disbursed  by  them,  cannot  affect 
the  right  of  distribution.  If  the  General  Gov- 
ernment retained  -the  power  of  nltimate  dis- 
bursement, it  could  execute  it  only  by  smtable 
^Dts ;  and  what  agency  is  more  suitable  than 
that  of  the  States  themselves!  If  the  States 
expend  the  money,  as  the  bill  contemplates, 
the  ezpeuditare  wUt,  in  efi'ect,  b^  a  disburse- 
ment for  the  boiefit  of  the  whole,  although  the 
several  States  are  the  oi^ans  of  Uie  expenditure ; 
for  the  whole  and  all  the  parts  are  IdentioaL 
And  whatever  redonnda  to  tne  benefit  of  all  the 
parts,  necessarily  contributes,  in  the  same 
measure,  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole.  The 
great  question  should  be,  is  the  distribution  upon 
equal  and  just  prinoiplea  ?  And  this  brings  me 
to  consider, 

2d.  The  terms  of  the  distribution  proposed 
by  the  bill  of  the  Committee  on  ManiulBOtures. 
The  bill  proposes  a  division  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  sev- 
eral States  composing  the  Union,  according  to 
their  federal  representative  population,  as  as- 
certained by  the  last  oensns;  and  it  prondes 
tor  new  States  that  may  hereafter  be  admitted 
into  the  Union.  The  basis  ot  the  distribntion, 
therefore,  is  derived  from  the  constitntiou  it- 
tsilj  which  has  adopted  the  same  mle,  in  re- 
apeot  toTopresentation  and  direct  taxes.  None 
could  be  more  just  and  equitable. 

But  it  has  been  contended,  in  the  land  report, 
that  the  revolutionary  States,  which  did  not 
cede  their  public  landSj  ou^ht  not  to  be  allowed 
to  come  into  the  distribution.  This  objection 
does  not  apply  to  the  purchases  of  Louisiana 
and  Florida,  because  the  consideration  for  them 
was  pdd  ont  of  the  common  Treasnrr,  and  was 
oonseqnentiy  contributed  by  idl  uie  States. 
Kor  has  the  objecUonanj  JaBtfonndation,wh6n 
applied  to  the  publio  lands  derived  from  Vir- 
ginia  and  the  other  ceding  States ;  because,  by 
the  terms  of  the  deeds,  the  cessions  were  made 
for  the  nse  and  benefit  of  all  the  States.  The 
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ceding  States  having  made  no  exception  of  any 
State,  what  ri^ht  baa  the  General  Government 
to  interpolate  m  the  deeds,  and  now  create  an 
exception  f  TJie  General  Govemmeot  is  a 
mere  trustee,  holding  the  donudn  in  virtne  of 
those  deed%  according  to  the  terms  and  oondi- 
tiona  which  they  expressly  describe;  and  it  is 
bound  to  execute  the  trust  according^'.  Bnt 
how  is  the  fond  produced  by  the  pnbuo  lands 
now  expended?  It  comes  into  the  commca 
Treasury,  and  is  disbursed  for  the  common 
benefit,  without  exception  of  any  State.  The 
bill  only  proposes  to  substitute  to  that  object, 
now  no  longer  necessary,  another  and  more 
useful  common  object  The  general  application 
of  the  fund  will  continue  under  Uie  operation 
of  the  bill,  although  the  partictdw  purposes 
may  be  varied. 

The  equity  the  pn^iosed  distribntim,  as 
it  respects  tiie  two  clianes  of  States,  tiie  <Ad  and 
the  new,  must  be  manifest  to  the  Senate.  It 
proposes  to  assign  to  the  new  States,  besides 
the  five  per  cent  stipulated  for  in  their  seTeral 
compacts  with  the  General  Government,  the 
further  sum  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  net  pro- 
ceeds. Assuming  the  proceeds  of  the  last  year, 
amounting  to  $8,666,127,94,  as  the  basis  of  the 
calcnlatioD,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  paper  which 
shows  the  sum  that  each  of  the  seven  new 
States  would  receive.  They  have  compluned 
of  the  exemption  from  taxation  of  the  pnblio 
lands  sold  by  the  General  Government  for  flTa 
years  after  tiie  sale.  If  that  exemptiwi  did  net 
exist,  and  they  were  to  enrdse  the  power  of 
taxing  those  lands,  as  the  average  Increase  of 
their  population  is  only  eight  and  half  per  cent 
per  annum,  the  additional  revenue  which  they 
would  raise  would  be  only  eight  and  a  half  per 
cent  per  annum ;  that  is  to  aay,  a  State  now  col- 
lecting a  revenue  of  |100,000  per  annum  woold 
collect  only  $108,600,  if  it  were  to  tax  lands 
recenUy  sold.  But,  by  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion^ each  of  the  seven  new  Statee  wiU  annoiUly 
receive,  as  its  distributive  share,  more  than  the 
whole  amount  of  its  annual  revenue. 


HoNTAT,  June  35. 
IHteriminatinff  JOutiet  with  J^ain. 
A  ifessage  was  rec^ved  from  the  Praudent 
of  the  United  States,  oommuni eating  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  Stat&  on  the  snttject  of 
the  abolition  of  the  discriminating  duties  now 
existing  on  Spanish  vessels.  The  report  was 
read.  It  stated  that  deepatohes  had  been  re- 
ceived from  our  Minister  in  Spain,  stating  that 
an  order  had  been  issued  by  tne  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment abolishing  the  discriminating  duties 
on  American  vessels,  on  condition  that  a  simi- 
lar aholiti(Hi  shoola  be  made  by  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Qlat,  at  whose  instance  the  re»»t  was 
read,  sfud  he  had  foond,  as  he  fisared,  that  this 

measure  did  not  extend  to  Cuba,  or  the  other 
islands  of  Spfun.  As  the  subject  was  about  to 
be  referred,  and  as,  in  relation  to  Cuba,  almost 
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the  entire  eanTiog  trade  was  ocHtflned  to  Spain, 
he  hoped  the  attention  of  the  conmuttee  would 
be  dfa-eoted  to  that  v^t  He  was  aware  that 
the  Secretary  stated  in  his  report  that  negotia- 
tir>ns  were  going  on ;  but  he  thought  that  a 
measure  of  this  kind  might  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  ExecntiT&  to  strengtheD  thepend- 
ing  negotiatio]!  on  tae  part  of  the  United 
States.  Some  contingent  provi^on  as  to  the 
carrying  trade  with  Cuba,  and  the  other  Span- 
ish possessions,  placed  in  the  hands  of  our  Min- 
ister  in  Spain,  could  not  but  be  favorable  to 
the  object  which  he  had  in  view.  If  no 
remedy  should  shortly  be  applied,  Spain  would 
Boon  monopolize  the  whole  of  the  carrying  trade 
between  Uie  United  States  and  Odm  ud  the 
othw  Spaniah  idaads. 

The  Hessage  was  referred  to  the  Oommittee 
<m  Finance. 

Status  <^  WtuMnffUm. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bobbiits,  took 
np  for  consideration  the  joint  resolution,  (as 
amended  by  the  CTommittee  on  the  Library.) 
authorizing  the  President  to  contract  for  a  fiili- 
leogth  pedestrian  statue,  in  marble,  of  General 
Washington,  to  be  placed  in  the  rotmido^  with 
an  appropriation  of  $6,000. 

Hr.  FoBSTTH  inquired  the  object  of  this  ap- 
propriation ;  if  it  were  contemplated  as  aum- 
dent  for  the  purpose. 

As  giving  a  fall  ^ew  of  the  subject,  Tii. 
PonrDBXTKB  requested  the  report  of  the  Li- 
brary Oommittra  to  be  read.  It  detailed  the 
proceedings  had  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, where  the  resolution  had  originally  been 
adopted,  authorizing  the  employment  of  Mr. 
Oreenoogh,  the  American  artist,  to  execute  the 
work;  and  contained  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Department  of  State,  informing  Hr.  Green' 
ough,  now  in  Italy,  thereof,  with  instructions 
respecting  the  same ;  the  head  to  be  modelled 
after  that  of  Houdon's  statue,  the  rest  of  the 
outiinee  to  be  left  to  the  artist  s  own  taste,  &o. 

Mr.  UiLLBB  olfjeoted  to  SQoh  fq>propriationa, 
where  the  8pe<uflo  sum  required  was  not  known. 
In  Ibis  mode  yearly  and  indefinite  grants  would 
be  called  for  to  cover  the  cost  tiU  completed, 
,  and  it  was  hard  to  say  where  it  might  end. 

Hr.  Olat  said  that  he  strongly  hoped  the 
resolution  woold  be  allowed  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading.  Of  the  many  iUnstrious 
men  to  whom  their  country  owed  a  debt  of 
gratitude,  Washington  was  the  only  one  to 
whom  he  would  uilnk  it  prudent  to  pay  the 
homa^  now  contemplated.  An  image— -a  tes- 
timonial of  this  great  man,  the  father  of  his 
country,  should  exist  in  every  part  of  the 
Uttiou,  as  a  memorial  of  bis  patriotism,  and  of 
the  services  rendered  his  country ;  but  of  all 
places,  it  was  required  in  this  oapitol — the  cen- 
tre of  the  Union — the  offspring,  the  creation,  oi 
his  mind  and  of  his  labors.  An  appropriation 
for  this  individual  purpose,  at  another  period 
of  the  session,  had  been  introduced  in  the  gen- 
.  «ral  measure,  and  was  afterwards  struck  out, 
Vou  JSL—aa 
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on  the  understanding  of  beii^  brought  forward 
in  the  present  mow.  But,  even  since  that 
time,  they  had  an  additional  motive  for  this  »eA, 
Application  for  the  remains  of  this  great  man 
had  been  made  by  the  represei^tatives  of  the 
nation,  to  bestow  on  them  a  national  tribute  of 
honor;  and  this  application  had  met  with  a  re- 
AisaL  The  death  ot  the  proprietor  of  the  spot 
where  those  remuos  rested,  had  but  just  taken 
place ;  and  into  whose  hands  they  should  now 
fall — into  the  possession  of  a  firiend  or  8tr«i£er, 
in  the  event  of  a  sale  of  the  property  or  other- 
wise, it  was  impossible  to  conjecture ;  but  such 
being  the  casualties  Ut  which  they  were  liable, 
it  b^ooved  them  (the  Oongreas  of  the  United 
Statea)  the  more  to  adopt  means  to  secure  a 
representative  of  those  reiioa^  that  might  endure 
for  Aiture  ages.  The  resolution  had  nis  hearty 
concurrence,  and  he  hoped  it  would  pass  with- 
out objection. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  engrossing  for 
a  third  reading,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered, on  the  call  oi  Ml.  Hathx,  and  were  as 
follows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bell,  BoqIod,  Chambers,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Dudley,  Ewiug,  Foot,  Frelinghaysen, 
Grundy,  Hulmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  Eaigbt,  Uarcy, 
Voore,  NsudaiD,  Prentiss,  Foindexter,  Robbins, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Slabee,  Spragoe,  Tipton,  Tom- 
linson,  Webster,  WlUdns— 80. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Kbb,  Brown,  IHekenon,  Hayne, 
HOI.  MiOer,  TkalWeH,  Troup.  Tyler,  White— 10. 


WEDmBDATf  June  27. 

Prifilega  ^  the  SwaUf$  Qgie&r*. 
Kr.  Holmes  ofiiered  the  following  resolution: 
JiMolved,  That  the  sssiBtant  doorkeeper  of  the 
Senate  be  permitted  to  attend  as  a  witness  before  a 
Committee  of  die  House  of  Bepresentatives,  agree-  ^ 
ably  to  Ms  summons. 

Kr.  Holmes,  in  offering  this  resolution,  ex- 
pressed his  belief  that  the  doorkeeper  could  not 
render  obedience  to  the  summons,  which  was 
rigned  by  the  Glerk  of  the  House,  and  bore  the 
aul  of  the  Hoose,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Senate. 

Kr.  GnmroT  had  some  doubts  whether  the 
resolution  was  Justified  by  any  thing  in  the 
history  of  Congress ;  and  asked  if  the  Senatdr 
from  Kaine  had  looked  into  the  journals  to  in- 
form himself  whether  it  had  been  the  practice 
to  place  the  doorkeeper  on  the  same  footing 
with  a  Senator. 

Hr.  HoLHEs,  in  reply,  stated  that  the  resolu- 
tion conformed  to  the  practice  of  the  British 
Parliament;  and  that  it  was  justified  by  the 
reason  of  the  thing,  as  the  sotviccs  of  the  door^ 
keeper  were  as  necessary  to  the  Senate  as  those 
of  any  of  the  Senators. 

Kr.  Olat  differed  from  the  view  which  had 
been  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Haine.  He 
did  not  concur  m  the  idea  that  the  constitu- 
tional privileges  with  which  the  Senators  were 
invested  ehonld  be  extended  to  the  officers  of 
that  body.   Aa  to  the  British  Parliament,  U 
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was  well  known  that  they  had  dmllar  rales  on 
flu  subject  privilege,  and  Iswa  of  their  own, 
which  oonld  nave  uo  reference  to  Oongress. 
^e  only  thing  of  any  oonseqaenoe,  in  his  opin- 
ioQ,  was,  that  the  Senate  should  have  a  knowt- 
ed^  that  the  doorkeeper  was  in  perfonnanoe  of 
his  daty,  in  attendance  on  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  was  not  wilfully  neglecting  any 
of  hia  duties  to  the  Senate.  The  Senate  had 
now  that  knowledge,  and  he  moved  to  lay  the 
resolntion  on  the  table,  bnt  wltiidrew  it  for  a 
moment;  and  « 

Mr.  Foot  stated  that  if  the  officer  of  the  Scoi* 
ate  was  not  salgeot  to  be  taken  ftom  his  doty 
by  the  prooeas  <tf  any  court,  so  neitiMr  could 
he     any  proeess  of  the  other  House. 

Kr.  FBumOTirraKH  stated  that  be  was  in- 
formed by  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the 
other  House  that  the  doorkeeper  was  only  re- 
quired to  attend  daring  the  reoees  of  the  Ben- 
ate. 

Oq  motion  of  JSx.  Glat,  the  resolation  was 
ttuu  laid  on  the  table. 

Daughter  of  T.  JefflsrMon. 
Mr.  Ponn>EXTBn  moved  that  the  Senate  take 
up  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Martha  Randolph, 
danghter  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motim,  wlddi  were 
ordered ;  and,  being  taken,  were  as  foUows : 

TcAS. — Uessrs.  Benton,  Chambers,  CSay,  Dicker- 
son,  Dadle;,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Foindexter,  Rob- 
biM,  Robinson,  Seymonr,  Snuth,  Tipton,  WUte, 

Nats.— HesBTB.  Bell,  Kbb)  Brown,  D■IIa^  Ellia, 
Ewing,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelioghuysen,  Qtandy, 
Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Eoigh^  Hannm,  Karcy, 
Hillet,  Naodain,  Frentus,  Kog^ei^  AaeweU,  Ty- 
ler—28. 


Teussdxt,  Jane  38. 

The  following  resolation,  offered  hy  JSr. 
Out,  was  taken  up  for  consideration : 

Jtetolved,  By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Gongreaa 
assembled,  Thai  a  Joint  committee  of  both  Bouaea 
watt  on  the  Prerioent  of  the  United  States,  and 
request  that  he  recommend  a  day,  to  be  dengnated 
by  him,  of  public  humiliation,  prayer,  and  bating, 
to  be  observed  hy  the  people  of  the  United  States 
with  religiooB  solemnity,  and  with  fervent  suppGoa* 
tions  to  Almighty  God  that  He  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  contlDiw  ffis  blessingi  upon  oar  oonntr  j, 
and  that  He  will  avert  ftom  it  the  Adatio  scouige 
which  has  reaobed  ourborders  \  or  if.  In  the  dispen- 
eationa  of  His  providence,  we  are  not  to  be  exempted 
from  the  calamity,  that,  throaj^  His  bountiful 
mercy,  its  severity  may  be  mItigiUed,  and  its  dnia- 
tioa  shortened. 

Mr.  Tazbwku,  adked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  resolation;  which  were  ordered. 

After  Mr.  T.  had  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  had  ronariced  that  he  wookl  not  say  one 
•      word  on  the  sulfjeot, 


Mr.  Out  roe©,  and  observed  that  be  faaA 
only  one  word  to  express.  The  ttsolntim  bad 
not  been  sabmitted  without  consultation  with 
membors  of  the  Bmate,  whose  opinion  was 
entitled  to  more  rupect  than  his  own.  It  wm^ 
indeed,  first  suggested  to  him  by  a  reverend 
member  of  the  clergy,  and,  after  ddiberata 
oonsideration,  he  (Mr.  0.)  thoagh  the  occarion 
fit  for  the  reoommendation  oi  ue  regions  cer- 
emony which  the  reaolation  contemplated.  It 
was  the  praotioe  of  all  Ohristiau  nations,  in 
seasons  of  general  and  great  calamity,  to  im- 
plore Divine  m«rcy.  Of  all  the  pestilential 
aoonnieB  which  bad  afflicted  onr  ne&  A» 
Ariatio  cholera,  in  some  of  its  dianotenitla^ 
was  the  mort  remarinble.  Its  rai^  of  vpana- 
tion  had  been  more  extendve  than  pertti^  mj 
other  known  or  reoorded,  the  smallpox  except- 
ed. It  had  broken  ont  in  Asia,  and,  after  deso- 
lating some  of  its  fiurest  portions,  penetrated 
the  n(»^eni  part  of  Eorope,  and,  sweeping 
over  a  great  part  of  that  continent,  reaobed  the 
British  channeL  It  passed  over  the  Britaah 
isles,  where  it  raged  hot  with  mitigated  sever- 
ity. We  had  hoped — vunly,  it  seems,  lumped 
— that  the  wide  expanse  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
would  have  been  a  protecting  barrier  against 
its  ravages,  in  oar  for  distant  land.  But  U  lias 
been  introdooed  into  Amerioa;  and,  if  it  baa 
not  aotoally  entered  onr  territory,  it  now  banga 
on  oar  horaers  in  its  most  frightTal  form. 

The  progreee  of  the  extraordinary  scourge  is 
siHnetimes  marked  by  apparent  o^rioe.  It 
will  'approach  a  city  or  district  of  ooontry,  re- 
oonnoitring  it,  as  it  were,  with  a  military  eye^ 
suddenly  fly  off  to  a  distance,  leaving  ttie  in- 
habitants r^oicing  in  their  eecape,  and  it  will 
then  unexpectedly  retnm,  and  pnrsne  its  work 
of  death.  It  attach  too,  its  victims  in  variooa 
wayjs,  despatching  some  in  a  few  hoars,  whilst, 
in  regard  to  others,  their  ezcratiating  tortorea 
are  prolonged  a  mnoh  greater  length  of  timeu 
HithOTto,  the  skill  of  niedioal  soienoe,  libml 
and  ttiligbtened  as  it  now  is,  baa  been  alto- 
gether incompetent  to  provide  a  sure  and  afibo- 
tive  remedy. 

A  nng^e  word,  Mr.  Prerident,  as  to  myself. 
I  am  a  member  of  no  religions  sect  I  am  not 
a  professor  of  religion.  I  regret  that  I  am  not. , 
I  wish  that  I  was,  and  I  trust  I  shall  be.  But 
I  have,  and  always  have  had,  a  profound  re- 
spect for  Christianity,  the  religion  of  my  fa- 
thers, and  for  its  rites,  its  usages,  and  its  observ- 
ances. Among  these,  that  which  is  pn^Ktsed 
in  the  resolution  b^ore  yoa  has  always  dom- 
manded  the  reepeot  of  the  good  and  devout: 
and  I  hope  it  will  obtain  the  conenrr«ioa  of 
theSMiate. 

Mr.  FRBUNOHinrsEEr  sidd,  ss  it  waa  to  be  in- 
ferred, from  the  call  just  made  for  the  yeaa  and 
nays,  that  this  resolution  would  he  opposed,  be 
bulged  leave  to  refer  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate more  particularly  to  the  example  of  the 
Congress  in  1612.  A  day  of  homiliation,  fast- 
ing, and  prayer,  was  then  recommended  by  a 
Jdnt  lesolittuHi  of  the  flenate  and  Boose  «( 
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J  beoHuw  of  the  wtr  with  Great 
Bfftun  in  which  did  ooontry  was  at  ttiat  tinw 
involTed.  It  was  ngudadaaoiM  (tf  tiioflese*- 
KHU  of  paUio  oalanuty  in  which  it  beoNne  a 
whole  people  to  acknowledge  their  dependence, 
and  hunble  thenuelTes  before  God.  So  far  as 
I  can  learn,  from  the  jonnuda  that  day,  sud 
Mr.  v.,  the  reaolnticHk  waa  adopted  without  op- 
porition.  How,  dr,  if  a  state  of  war,  in  which 
we  had,  by  volontary  dedaration,  engaged,  was 
a  fit  occasion  to  call  forth  pnbUo  ezpreasionB  of 
homiliation  for  oar  sins,  and  to  invoke  the 
mercifnl  providence  of  Grod,  how  nrnch  more 
appropriatdy  does  it  become  db  thoa  to  feel 
and  act^  on  the  approach  of  a  pestUenoe  that, 
in  ita  ravages  over  the  Old  World,  haa  swept 
many  ndlliuu  oi  onr  ftllowMnen  into  eternity ; 
and  which,  in  ita  character  and  progresa 
throogh  the  earth,  seems  so  em^haticaUy  to  l>e 
fhe  instmment  of  Divine  Frondenoer  beytmd 
the  ioflnence  and  control  <^  second  oonaea,  and 
aspecially  selected  to  accomplish  Hia  pnrpoeea, 
and  to  go  and  ocnne  at  His  bidding. 

I  hope,  air,  that  the  present  resolution  may 
meet  with  no  serioos  oppontion.  It  sorely  be- 
comes ns  to  acknowledge  our  dependence,  and 
to  implore  the  interposition  of  God's  mercy  in 
this  season  of  alarm.  The  constitution  can  pre- 
sent no  obstacle,  for  it  is  not  an  exercise  of 
politteal  power.  It  ia  ftr  beyond  the  range  of 
politlca.  It  ia  an  act  of  i^e^  to  God,  beoom- 
ing  the  whole  nation:  in  which  rulers  and  peo- 
ple are  invited  and  adviaed  to  bow  together  be- 
fore His  throne  of  Grace,  and  there,  feeling 
ooraelvea  to  be  in  like  need,  to  unito  in  one 
common  supplioatitHi  to  Him,  who  has  the  is- 
sues of  life  and  death,  that  He  would  be  pleased 
to  spare  us  in  the  di^  of  Hia  righteous  Judg- 
ment I  tmaL  sir,  that  this  motion  will  receive 
the  same  deuded  countenance  that  was  accord- 
ed to  a  similar  meaanre  in  the  late  war,  ud  on 
many  ocoaalonB  during  the  war  of  the  revolu- 
tion. 

Ur.  Tazbwkll  sud  he  had  but  a  single  word 
to  state  in  explanation  of  his  vote  for  withhold- 
ing his  asaent  to  the  resolution.  Inhia<^)tniim, 
OoDgreas  had  no  more  power  to  recommend  by 
jcrint  reaoli^on  than  to  noaot  by  law,  any  mat- 
ter  or  thing  oonoemiog  any  religious  matter  or 
right  wiiataoever.  He  could  not,  let  the  pres- 
sure of  the  case  be  what  it  mi^t,  in  conform- 
ity  to  the  oath  which  bound  him  here,  (^ve  his 
vote  to  sustain  this  principle. 

He  had  tmother  argument  to  support  his  op- 
positioQ.  He  did  not  concur  in  the  opinion 
that  a  mtyority  of  the  people  apprehended  such 
an  extent  of  mischief  as  seemed  to  be  appre- 
hended by  gentlemen  here.  The  disease  had 
not  yet  mam  its  ^pearanoe  in  onr  country, 
and  there  seemed  to  him  to  be  strong  reasons 
to  believe  it  win  not  readi  us,  eze^t  in  the 
peraons  of  those  unfintonate  people  who  brii^r 
n  with  tiiem  from  a  distant  connby.  It  would 
prob^ly  rage,  and  prove  extensively  fatal 
among  emigrants^  btmg  a  disease  whiw  waa 
•ngendend     m  fllth  whleh  attenda  squalid 


poverty;  and,  mitil  onr  Mtnatiim  shall  be  so 
<dianged  as  to  reduce  us  to  similar  poverty, 
there  waa  no  reason  to  fear  it 

Satertaining  these  opiniona,  he  had  no  darire 
to  sanction  any  act  the  tendency  d  which 
would  be  to  add  to  the  existing  exdtement  on 
the  subject,  intermp|ang  the  wdinai^  orarsa  of 
business,  and  throwing  every  thing  into  a  rtata 
of  confusion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  tiia 
resolution,  and  deeded  as  follows: 

TxAs. — ^Heesrg.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frellng- 
huyseu,  Onmdr,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  JohnBton, 
Kane,  Kuight,  jfarcy,  Naudain,  Frentisi,  RobbiM^ 
Robinaon,  tbigf^ea,  Seymour,  Silabee,  finagoa,  Tip- 
ton, TomUnson,  Wwf^man,  Webster,  WlUana— SO. 

Nats. — Meaaia.  Buiton,  Brown,  ElUa,  Hayne, 
Hill,  King,  Mangum,  HUler,  SmUh,  TkseweU,  Tfoup, 
Tyler,  White— 13. 

JPublie  Land* — DUtriJmUon, 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  bill  to  appro- 
priate, for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  <»  the 
public  laada — ^the  queation  bmngon  the  motion 
for  indefinite  postponement 

Kr.  EwiNo  aud :  The  public  lands  are  derived 
fnm  various  sources ;  but  it  is  not  necessuT'  to 
examine  them  eeparately,  as  boUi  reports  agree  in 
this,  that  they  are  all  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  and  aiX  sul^ect  to  the  same  obligations. 
Whatever,  thwefore,  is  true  of  any  one  lai^ 
divi^on  (H  that  territtray,  will  be  admitted  as 
true  <^  aU.  I  will  test  uie  question  by  an  ex- 
amination of  onr  rights  and  duties  with  regard 
to  the  land  lying  in  ^e  old  territory  northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio.  The  right  of  the  TJnion  to 
this  extennve  tract  of  land  originatea  in  a  jirant 
from  the  State  of  Vlt^ia,  which,  among  othw 
things,  provides  "  that  all  the  lands  wluiin  the 
territory  so  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and  not 
reserved  for,  or  appropriated  to,  any  of  the ' 
aforementioned  purposes,  or  dispoeed  of  in 
bounties  to  the  omcers  and  soloiers  of  tiie 
American  army,  shall  be  considered  a  common 
ftand  ftw  tSie  use  and  benefit  d  cnoh  of  the 
United  States  as  have  beocnne,  or  ahaU  become^ 
members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  al? 
liance  of  the  States,  Yir^nia  inolnsive,  aocordr 
ing  to  their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure^  and  shall  be 
faithfully  and  bonajide  disposed  of  for  that  nui^ 
pose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  what- 
soever." 

This  grant,  sir,  which,  being  accepted,  bor 
came  a  compact,  was  made  to  the  old  confed- 
eration of  States  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the 
oonstitatiou,  but  is  assumed  by  the  first  section 
of  the  sixtii  article  of  the  constitution,  which 
provides  tiiat  "  all  debts  oontractad,  and  en- 
nwunenta  entered  into,  b^ore  the  adoptioa  of 
th&  oonstitntim,  shall  be  valid  against  the 
United  States,  under  tida  oonstitution,  as  under 
the  confederation." 

Thia  land,  then,  by  the  terms  of  the  grant  ia 
made  a  fond  for  the  use  of  ail  the  ^atea.  Th$ 
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TTnited  States  is  the  trustee  for  the  commoQ 
'benefit ;  and,  as  each,  is  especially  enjoined  to 
"dispose  of  it  fidthftilly  and  lofut  j£U"  «ftr 
that  purpose,  and  for  do  other  purpose  what- 
Boever," 

At  the  time  of  the  grant,  the  States  were  in- 
debted to  a  large  amount ;  but  no  pledge  is  made 
of  the  land  for  the  payment  of  the  debt.  An 
appropriation  to  that  use  comes  within  the 
irit  of  the  trast.  A  literal  compliance  with 
e  terms  of  the  trust  would  have  required  at 
all  times  the  sale  of  the  lands,  aoA  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds.  It  was  never  qDedally 
pledged  ibr  the  purposes  of  revenue.  Tiie  pro- 
oeeds,  however,  may  be  &irly  applied  to  pur- 
poses of  revenue,  because,  applira  in  that  way, 
it  is  in  effect  applied  ec^nally  for  the  benefit  of 
all  the  States.  Bat  neither  revenue  nor  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt  can  he  for  a  mo- 
ment clumed  as  the  sole  or  leading  object  of 
the  grant.  If  the  debt  were  paid,  and  no  rev- 
enue required  for  the  purposes  of  Government, 
the  obligation  on  the  Union  to  execute  the 
trust  would  still  rem^  perfect.  We  must 
bona  fid4  dispose  of  it  for  tne  benefit  of  all  the 
States^  **  ana  for  no  other  purpose  whatever.*' 

Nov,  ur,  if  the  tmst  be  not  dependent  npon 
the  wants  of  the  General  Govenunenl^  if  uiat 
do  not  appear  clearly  to  have  been  the  ol^ect 
of  the  grant,  and  that  from  a  fair  interpretation 
of  tide  instrument  itself,  those  wants  cannot  at 
all  influence  us  in  the  disposition  of  the  tmst 
estate  "  "bona  fide  "  for  the  objects  of  that  trust 
aotnally  expressed. 

In  this  first  particular  in  which  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  have  passed  their  "  de- 
cisive condemnation  "  upon  the  bill  from  the 
Oommittee  on  Manufactures,  the  condemning 
committee  have  fallen  into  an  error,  very  gross 
and  palpable,  and  indeed  somewhst  extraordi- 
nary, considering  the  relation  in  which  they 
stand  to  this  sumeot  generally,  and  more  espe- 
(dfllly  the  attitude  -vHfch  the^  voluntarily  as- 
sumed toward  another  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

The  second  particular  in  which  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  finds  "  tUs  bill  to  be  er- 
roneous," is  "  because  it  changes  tJie  character 
of  the  relationship  (and  that  most  injuriously 
to  the  new  States)  between  those  States  and 
the  Federal  Government,  snbstitnting  an  indi- 
vidual, pecuniary  State  interest  in  the  soil, 
instead  of  a  general  congressional  superintend- 
ence over  its  disposidon,  find  leaving  the  power 
of  legislation  oyet  the  tm  in  the  hands  of  Qiose 
who  are  to  divide  the  money  they  can  make 
out  of  it." 

Sir,  is  this,  or  any  part  of  it,  taiie  In  fact  or 
in  law  1  Does  the  bul  before  you  change,  or 
propose  to  change,  at  all  the  relationship  be- 
tween the  new  States  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment and,  if  so,  wherein  ?  The  lands  are  now 
sold  by  the  General  Government,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds applied  to  the  use  of  the  States,  in  the 
payment  of  their  joint  debts.  The  bill  pro- 
poMB  to  sell  the  Jaiula  in  the  same  maimer,  and 
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by  the  same  authority,  and,  the  debt  being 
paid,  to  hand  over  the  money  directly  to  the 
cMtvi  que  trast,  to  be  applied,  in  another  man- 
ner, for  their  benefit.  There  is  no  change  {m>- 
posed  in  relationship,  management,  or  interest. 
The  bill  gives  no  State  any  power  of  Ie^ati<» 
over  the  soil  which  it  does  not  now  possess. 

So  much,  sir,  for  the  second  error  in  prin<n- 
ple  which  the  honorable  chairman  at  the  Con- 
mittee  oa  Public  Lands  has  detected  in  this 
biU. 

The  report  proceeds  to  say  that  "the  details 
of  the  bill  are  obviously  emmeoiis,  beaaae 

they  make  no  distinction  in  the  rate  dt  distri^ 
bution  between  States  which  did,  w  did  not, 
cede  vacant  lands  to  tiie  General  Government.'* 

In  answer  to  this,  I  ask  the  Senate  to  refer 
once  more  to  the  same  clause  in  the  deed  of 
cession  creating  the  tmst  "The  land,"  says 
the  grantor,  "  shall  be  a  common  fond  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as 
have  become,  or  shall  become,  meml>ers  of  the 
confederation  or  federal  alliance  of  the  States, 
Virginia  inolnsive,  according  to  their  nsnal  re- 
spective proportions  in  the  general  chai^  and 
expenditure ; "  and  if,  sir,  we  hold  that  natirais 
are  bound  by  the  rales  of  mwallty  and  jostiocL 
if  the  lidth  of  oontraets  is  to  be  at  all  ^e^;»rded 
b^  them,  then  is  the  report  of  my  honoratile 
friend  right  and  just  in  the  point  in  whitdi  it  is 
here  assailed,  and  the  churman  of  the  review* 
ing  committee  has  erred  most  atrang^,  espe- 
cially when  we  consider  the  spirit  of  candor  hi 
which  he  assures  ns  he  entered  upon  this  inves- 
tigation, and  the  extent  of  knowledge  to  whitdi 
he  lays  clium  upon  this  subject. 

The  third  particular  in  which  the  chainnan 
of  the  reviewing  committee  finds  the  bill  to  be 
erroneous,  is  this :  that  it  makes  no  distinotifm 
between  States  "  whidi  have  or  have  not  re- 
ceived grants  a£  land  or  i^pn^riations  <i 
mon^  for  internal  improvement" 

If  this  olanse  In  the  rewHi  were  in  itself  at 
all  ambiguous,  the  exposition  of  the  chairman 
of  the  oommittee  who  reported  ft  would  re- 
move the  doubt  It  refers  eqieeially  to  the 
grant  made  by  Congress  to  Ohio  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  her  grand  canal ;  and  the  prin- 
ciple emtK>died  in  the  objection  goes  to  this, 
that  the  value  of  that  grant  ought  to  he  de- 
ducted from  the  share  of  that  State  before  she 
receives  her  dividend.  I  shall  <^er  a  few  sng- 
gestions  on  this  point,  and  then  freely  snhmit 
to  any  unprejudiced  mind  the  jostioe  of  this 
proposition. 

Sir,  when  this  grant  of  600,000  aeree  of  land 
was  made  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  idd  in  the 
oonstruction  o^  her  grand  canal,  that  grnt 
work,  highly  national  in  its  character,  one  in 
which  t£i  portions  <^  the  Union  were  and  are 
interested,  bad  been  commenced,  and  waa  ad- 
vanced to  that  stage  of  forwardness  which  ren- 
dered its  completion  certun.  Hie  State  which 
had  undertaken  it  waa  in  her  infancy — a  new 
community — and,  though  rich  in  \kvt  fertile 
flelda,  and  hardy,  indnsbiotu,  and  flntetprising 
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people,  she  was  without  that  aooumulatad 
wttuth  whioh  has  enabled  other  States  and  na- 
tions to  achieve  like  enterprises.  To  effect  the 
object,  a  resort  to  loans  was  neoessary,  for  the 

Eayment  of  which  the  real  estate,  the  land  of 
er  citizens,  was  the  principal  pledge:  the 
money  neoesearj  to  keep  down  the  interest 
was  and  is  raised  chiefly  by  a  tax  on  land ;  and 
the  farmer,  who  bore  the  burden,  was  to  be 
indemnified  by  the  increased  valne  whioh  the 
work  when  completed,  woald  give  to  his  land. 
The  land  within  the  Btato  amonnta  to  abont 
twenty-five  millions  of  aen$ ;  and  of  tiiis  nevly 
seven  millions  (more  than  one-foarth  of  the 
whole)  belonged  to  tilie  United  States.  The 
land  of  the  United  States  was  freed  from  State 
taxation,  for  the  ordinary  pnrposes  of  Govern- 
ment,  by  a  special  compact ;  bnt  the  spirit  of 
this  compact  did  not  extend  to  an  extraordi- 
nary expenditure  like  this,  the  tendency  of 
which  is  at  once  greatly  to  enhance  the  value 
of  the  subject  The  United  States,  tiierefore, 
as  a  landholder,  ought,  (it  was  believed,)  in 
JnsUee,  to  bear  a  reasonable  proportion  of  the 
oommon  bnrden  incarred  for  the  oommon  ben- 
efit of  landholders  in  tiiat  State.  In  her  oa> 
pacify  of  lauded  propiietcv,  the  United  States 
was  interested  to  aboat  one-fiMuth  of  the  whole 
amonnt  of  tiie  expen^ture;  the  donation  whioh 
she  finally  made  amounted  to  much  less  than 
(me-eighUt  of  tiiat  amonntL  In  this  siiwle  point 
of  view,  therefore,  the  United  States  did  noth- 
ing more  than  jostioe  to  Ohio ;  and  it  wonld 
now  be  both  ungenerous  and  unjust  to  charge 
this  donation  (so  called)  upon  the  distributive 
share  of  that  State. 

Sir,  there  is  yet  a  further  benefit  resulting  to 
the  United  States,  as  a  land  proprietor,  from 
the  Ohio  Canal,  the  oontribntiou  to  which  is  so 
mtioh  grocL^  by  the  howvable  ftT»*wmf^n 
tbe  Oommittee  on  Pnblio  Land&  The  vast 
balk  of  the  national  domain  Ilea  npon  the  Upper 
HissisBippi  and  llisBonri,  and  Uiei^  branones ; 
this  canal  connects  the  navigable  waters  of 
those  livers  with  the  Northern  lakes,  and 
through  them  with  the  Northern  ports  on  the 
Atlantic,  opening  new  and  important  facilities 
to  emigration,  and  ^vtng  a  new  and  steady 
market  to  the  products  of  that  vast  region. 
That  it  thus  advances  the  sales  and  increases 
the  value  of  all  this  portion  of  the  pabllc  lands, 
is  unquestionable ;  the  extent  and  valne  of  this 
increase  are  beyond  compntation. 

Bat,  sir,  in  making  this  donation.  Congress 
did  not  place  it  sol^y  upon  the  ground  to 
which  I  have  adverted,  nor  Hi  they  profees  to 
l^ve  tiiis  laud  as  a  gratnity.  They  looked,  as 
mej  ought,  to  tbe  probable  wants  iu  our  whole 
oonntrr :  and,  in  ease  of  a  fbreign  war  with  a 
powernii  maritime  nation,  they  could  not 
doubt,  nor  could  any  man  now  doubt,  that  the 
free  nse  of  the  canal,  which  is  reserved  to  the 
Union  as  a  condition  of  this  grant,  may  more 
than  repay,  in  a  single  year,  the  whde  value 
of  the  grant  itself. 
Bat,       on  what  groond  la  this  qoortjon  \ 


? laced  by  the  chairman  of  the  Oommittee  on 
'ublio  Lands  t  Does  he  repudiate  this  bill  be- 
cause it  gives  to  the  States  in  which  the  publio 
lands  lie,  ten  per  cent  on  the  amount  of  the 
sales  within  tneir  limits  ?  No,  sir ;  he  holds 
this  bonus  too  small,  and  proposes  to  amend 
the  bill  by  rusing  it  to  fifteen  per  cent  Now, 
on  what  principle-is  this  proposed?  Surely, 
because  the  new  States  are  entitled,  for  the 
purposes  of  improvement,  to  the  amonnt  of  fif- 
teen per  cent  on  their  sales,  and  that  it  is  an 
act  of  jnstice,  or  at  least,  jnstifiable  liberality, 
to  give  it  them.  Bat  if  it  be  just  and  proper  to 
give  to  these  States  that  per  centum  on  the 
sales  within  their  limits  at  this  time,  it  haa 
always  been  so :  for  the  tenure  in  those  lands, 
and  the  relation  of  the  Govenuuttit  and  of  the 
States  toward  them,  has  never  changed,  and 
the  principles  of  right  and  jnstice  are  unmuta- 
ble.  It  would,  therefore,  have  been  right  to 
give,  in  donations  of  land  or  money,  fifteen  per 
cent  of  all  the  sales  within  the  Stato  of  Ohio, 
to  that  State,  to  aid  her  in  the  construction  of 
works  of  intomal  improvement ;  and  a  donation 
(if  it  be  pnrely  saok)  whioh  does  not  extend 
beyond  that  sum,  should  not,  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  the  proposed  amendment  be  held  ap  as 
a  charge  against  tiie  Stato.  How,  exdanve 
of  the  debts  of  the  Union,  which  have  been 
pud  by  the  lands  in  Ohio  in  bounties,  tiiero 
nas  been  actually  received  into  tbe  Traamry, 
fVom  the  sale  of  lands  within  that  State,  atMnit 
seventeen  millions  of  dollars ;  the  proposed  per 
centnm  on  which  would  amount  to  two  million 
five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which 
Ohio  ought  to  have  received,  according  to  the 
honorable  ohiurraan's  own  showing,  instead  of 
the  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  with 
which  he  proposes  to  charge  her. 

Sir,  I  will  pnrsae  tlus  branch  of  tha  inqidiy- 
no  further ;  bat  I  cannot  forbear  the  remark, 
that  it  strook  me  as  singalar,  indeed,  that  an 
objection  of  this  Idnd  comd  ever  have  fonnd  a 
place  in  the  report  of  a  committee  of  this  body, 
whose  only  object  was  tiie  search  of  truth  and 
the  exposure  of  error,  and  who  advanced  to 
the  inquiry,  as  they  doubtiess  did,  without  pr^- 
udice  or  fuirtiality  towards  any  State  or  any 
individaal. 

The  fourth  objection  to  the  details  of  the  bill 
is,  that  it  makes  no  distinction  "  between  those 
(States)  which  have  or  have  not  a  black  popu- 
lation to  be  colonized  in  Africa."  This  uipean 
on  the  first  page  of  the  report,  groapea  with 
the  two  which  1  have  last  examined;  and  if  it 
mean  any  thing,  I  anderstand  it,  in  ^E^'  to 
affirm  that  those  States  which  have  a  black 
popolation  to  be  colonized  in  Africa,  ought  to 
have  a  larger  dividend  in  proportion  to  their 
population,  than  those  which  have  none;  and 
that  this  bill  is  "  obviously  erroneous,"  because 
it  does  not  give  them  more.  The  reasons 
whidi  I  have  urged,  in  answer  to  the  first  of 
the  three  exceptions  to  the  details  of  the  bill, 
are  alike  detusive  as  to  thia.  It  would  have 
been  a  "illation  of  the  tnut  rcfpowd  in  the 
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Unifod  States  by  the  deed  of  oes»on,  to  have 
made  the  distinction  here  claimed  in  behalf  of 
tbe  ^veholdinff  States.  No  wise  statesman,  no 
Just  man,  oonld  recommend  it ;  and  snreljr  if 
this  danse  in  tbe  grant  had  not  wholly  escaped 
the  reooUectioa  <»  the  cAiaizmaa  of  the  Com- 
mittee oa  FobHo  Lands,  he  oonld  never  hare 
enioaalr  urged  its  unianoir  as  aa  obJeoiiCHt  to 
tbebUL 

Bat,  rir,  permit  to  call  yonr  attention, 
for  one  moment,  to  the  coneostency  of  the  re- 
port vt  the  reriewing  oonunittee.  On  page  1, 
uiey  say  that  the  bill  is  "  obvioasly  erroneooa," 
because  it  makes  no  distinction  between  those 
States  which  have,  and  those  which  have  not, 
a  black  popnlation  to  be  colonized  in  Africa. 
On  jMkge  16,  they  deliver  a  grave  and  monitory 
leetore  on  the  snbjeot  of  colonization,  declare 
it  a  delicate  question  for  Congress  to  tonch,  and 
add,  that  the  harmony  of  the  States,  and  the 
durability  of  tbe  eonCederacy,  Interdlot  the 
le^dation  of  the  Federal  Legislature  on  flie 
mlfject.*'  Now  these  two  elansas  make  rather 
an  odd  appearance  when  ^laoed  tn  Jnztapori- 
tion  with  ea^  other,  especially  in  a  most  can- 
did report,  the  sole  object  of  which  is  the  de- 
tection and  correction  of  great  and  dangerous 
errors.  Bnt,'  so  ^b^M  is  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator who  presented  this  report  in  tbe  detection 
of  errors,  that  he  can  4nd  them  everywhere, 
on  every  side  of  every  proposition ;  and  such 
the  sabtlety  of  bis  logic,  that  he  can  expose 
them,  too,  though  they  Inrk  nnseen  by  an  ordi- 
nary vision;  go  where  you  will,  reason  as 
yon  may,  there  is  no  esci4>ing  him — ^Uke  But- 
ler's logtoal  knight-errant, 

On  either  side  he  can  dispute. 
Confute,  change  sides,  sod  still  conftite. 

On  the  second  page  of  their  report,  the  Re- 
viewing  Committee  examine  the  account  cur- 
rent of  t^e  public  domun,  as  stated  by  my 
honorable  fiiend  iVom  Kentucky,  and  find  it, 
aiUo,  very  erroneous.  Instead  of  being  in  debt 
ten  millions,  or  upwards,  they  show  that  it  has 
overpidd,  by  many  millions,  all  costs  and 
diargea.  leaving  on  hand  many  hundred  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  land  undisposed  of.  Bnt,  at 
page  6,  they  tell  us  that  "  Ae  administration 
of  the  pnbuc  lands  is  an  expenrive  branch,  and 
an  unprofitable  souioe  of  revenue ;  and  a  oessa- 
tkm  from  tbe  agency,  and  a  release  from  the 
expense,  would  form  a  respectable  item  in  the 
plim  of  retrenchmenL"  «kc  Thus,  in  one  place, 
the  land  has  yielded  a  fund  madi  larger  than 
represented  by  the  gentieman  from  Kentucky ; 
in  another,  it  yields  much  less,  and  is,  in  truth, 
an  expense  and  burden  to  the  Government 
Sir,  the  state  of  facts  in  the  brads  of  tiie  hon- 
orable churman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  changes,  with  admirable  facility,  to  suit 
the  ai^ument  which  it  is  used  to  overthrow  or 
advance. 

But  time  presNs,  and  I  can  but  a  pass- 
ing notice  to  the  many  matters  tonohed  upon 
in  this  report  Jn  that  presented  by  the  hoai- 


oraUe  Senator  from  Kentucky,  it  is  said  that 
the  juveent  land  system  has  been  long  tried, 
and  t^at  it  works  well ;  and  the  rapid  increase 
of  population  in  the  Western  States,  especsalfy 
in  Ohio,  the  eldest  of  those  States,  and  the  one 
in  which  tbe  e^Mrimmt  has  been  the  moat 
iul^  tried,  is  presented  as  an  example  In  this 
position,  and  in  the  illustration  aboL  the  Be- 
viewing  Committee  detect  oth»  and  further 
errors^  "  The  truth  is,  (say  tfaey,  page  11,) 
Ohio  owes  at  least  two-thirds  of  her  preeemt 
sreatDess  to  settlements  on  Virginia  military 
bounties,  on  lands  sold  before  the  adopti(m  of 
the  present  system,  at  the  easy  rate  d  sixty- 
six  and  two-third  cents  per  acre,  payable  in 
revolutiouary  certificate ;  on  the  Western  re- 
serve, sold  by  Oonneoticnt  to  iDdividnals,  at  a 
few  cents  per  acre ;  on  donations  to  settien,  to 
Nova  Scotia  ood  Canadian  refugees,  and  for 
schools  and  other  purpoees ;  and  on  tiie  puUio 
lands,  where  a  multitude  of  poor  people  are 
seated  without  tities." 

Bir^  to  examine  q»eoiaI^,  and  asngn  its  true 
mwit  to  this  long  array  of  oanaes  on  which  this 
report  rests  the  "present  j^eatness"  of  tbe 
State  of  Ohio,  would  occupy  more  time  than  I 
wish  to  devote  to  it,  and  much  more  than  yoiur 
patience  would  allow.  Some  leading  tteins  only 
will  I  notice.  And,  first,  the  Virginia  military 
bounties.  Their  location  in  the  State  of  Ohio 
is  assigned  as  one  of  the  great  causes  of  her 
prmperity;  or,  in  the  opiaion  of  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  if  that  tract  of  oountiy 
had  been  surv^ed  and  sc^d  1^  the  United 
States,  the  settieinait  <tf  the  State  wonld  have 
been  thereby  retarded :  or,  in  other  winds,  ^ 
tract  of  country  would  not  have  been  as  weU 
peopled  as  it  now  is.  Their  position  must  be 
true  to  this  extent,  or  the  ar^ment  of  the  Re- 
viewing Comniittee  is  fallacious.  But  how  is 
the  aott 

It  is  idle  to  suppose  that  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  Virginia,  the  redpients  of  this  btranty, 
have  settied  on  the  land  set  off  to  them,  and 
thus  peopled  tbe  country ;  this  has  not  occurred 
in  one  case  in  a  thousand.  That  they  sold  their 
warrants  at  a  cheap  rate,  is  true ;  but  the  pur- 
chasers were  not  tbe  actual  settlers  and  tillers 
of  the  soiL  The  proprietors  of  warrants  sold 
to  speculators  before  or  after  locatirat—^n^ 
individuals,  purchasing  several  hundreds  d 
thousanda  of  atnvs,  and  selling  agtun  at  rates 
seldom  below,  and  c^n  much  above,  the  min- 
imum price  of  tbe  public  lands ;  conaeqnentiy 
tbe  settiement  of  that  portion  of  the  conatiy 
was  much  retarded,  and  lingered  far  behind 
that  of  the  a^acent  lands  of  a  good  quality  east 
of  the  Scioto  or  west  of  the  littie  Miami  Riv- 
ers. Bat'there  were  other  causes  besides  merely 
price,  which  delayed  the  settiement  of  the  Vir- 
ginia military  district.  It  often  h^ipeoed  that 
choice  tracts  of  land,  inviting  to  the  farmer, 
could  not  be  purchased  upon  any  terms.  Some- 
times it  belmiged  to  innnt  hdrs ;  or  was  di- 
vided, in  the  oonrse  of  desoents^  into  minnta 
portiixu,  the  propw^  d  penuna  lepanted 
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from  eaoh  other,  and  ignorant  of  tbetr  rigfata ; 
and  thus  was,  in  etfect,  shut  out  from  ssie,  and 
oonseqaeotly  from  settlement.  And,  more- 
over, oases  of  defective  tittes,  consequent  npon 
interferuig  cUUnu,  as  well  as  the  itate  of  thmgs 
to  wbidi  I  have  jnat  niemA,  formed  a  most 
urions  obataole  to  the  nle  and  settlement  of 
thoselanda.  These  are  among  the  oanseB  which 
prodneed  a  wdJ-known  efleot;  that  part  of 
Ohio  did,  in  fiact,  settle  less  rapidly  than  the 
lands  on  either  side  of  it  of  Hke  qaalitj,  which 
was  sold  bj  the  Government  So  far,  there- 
fore, from  owing  her  greatness  to  that  oircom- 
stance,  Ohio  has  l>een  retarded  in  hw  advance- 
ment by  the  looalion  of  those  lands  wUbin  her 
borders. 

The  next  oironmstanoe,  which,  according  to 
this  report,  aided  to  achieve  the  greatness  of 
Ohio,  was  the  sale  of  lands  "  before  the  adop- 
tion of  the  present  system,  at  the  easy  rate  of 
rfxty-slz  ua  two-third  cents  pw  acre,  payable 
in  certificates. " 

I  mnst  here  take  leave,  once  more,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  con^atency  of 
the  &cts  and  opimons  advanced  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pabhc  Lands,  as  presented  in  this 
report  They  give  ns  the  vune  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  several  new  States  and  Territories, 
in  the  gross,  and  average  them  at  between 
twenty  and  fifty  cents  per  acre ;  even  the  fine 
lands  in  lUinois,  than  which  the  world  afibrds 
none  better,  wonld  range,  as  they  have  it,  be- 
low fifty  cents,  and  this,  too,  land  which  is  bor- 
dering on  flooriahing  settlementi^  and  is  sot- 
veyea  and  ready  for  market  Bat  companies 
who  fmned  the  first  settlements  in  Ohio  pur- 
chased at  the  easy  rate  ol  sixty-riz  and  two- 
tiiird  cents  per  acre. 

Sir,  to  enable  the' Senate  to  form  an  estimate 
of  the  joatness  of  this  comparison,  and  the  oon- 
seqaeat  correctness  of  the  re^rt  in  this  par- 
ticular, I  mnst  call  yonr  attentioa  for  a  moment 
to  the  Bctaal  state  of  the  country  at  the  tame 
^e  two  largo  porohasea  referred  to  were  made. 
That  I  may  consume  as  little  of  yonr  time  as 
possible,  I  will  refer  specially  to  but  one,  and 
that  the  larger,  and,  by  a  short  time,  the  earlier 
purchases ;  but  all  that  I  may  say  of  one  is, 
snbstantially,  ^tplicable  to  both,  ezeeirt  that 
the  ICiami  purohase  covered  a  rich  tract  of 
oonntry,  whue  that  of  the  Ohio  Company  was 
nnftntnnately  fixed  npon  a  less  fertile  spot. 

The  Obio  Company  effected  their  purchase 
in  the  summer  of  1787.  At  this  time  we  were 
yet  recent  from  the  war  with  England  which 
gave  us  independence.  Her  troops  and  garri- 
sons were  not  withdrawn  from  onr  territories ; 
site  still  held  possession  of  Detroit,  and  some 
small  forts  on  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie, 
by  means  of  which,  and  hep  traders,  she  held 
control  over  the  Indians,  and  incited  them  to 
hostilities.  On  the  one  side  onr  frontier  settle- 
ments had  poshed  westward  as  fitr  as  Fort  Pitt 
and  Vbeeling^  bat  It  was  in  weak  and  soatterM 
detaohtnoats,  constantly  menaced  with  Indian 
massacre,  and  veatoring  but  a  little  way  from 


the  forts  by  which  they  were  protected.  No 
wheeled  carriage  had  then,  I  believe,  ever 
crossed,  or  comd  cross,  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tain ;  the  families  and  the  household  goods  of 
the  emigrauts,  and  all  the  comforts,  and  even 
neoessanes  of  lifia,  -whieb.  th^y  did  not  wholly 
forego,  and  wbiofa  their  woods  and  fields  did 
not  fbraiah,  were  tranmorted  on  horseback 
from  Ohambersborg  and  Fort  Oomberiaud; 
and  there  are  spots  in  the  goi^ee  of  the  moun- 
tain, the  names  of  which  attest  that  even  this 
difficult  and  adventurous  traffic  was  not  carried 
on  in  safety.  Snob  was,  briefiy,  the  situation 
of  the  ooantry  when  the  Ohio  Company  pur- 
(^lased  of  the  United  States  1,600,000  acres  of 
land,  in  a  sii^e  body,  one  hundred  miles  be- 
yond the  fiiruest  outposts  of  onr  settlements, 
in  a  hilly  and  comparatively  barren  region, 
and  themselves,  by  their  compact,  bound,  uot 
only  to  sorvey  ^eii  own  lauds,  but  one-twelfth 
part  of  the  wlu^  whioh  was  reserved  by  Con- 
gress, in  the  centre  <tf  each  township,  for  th«r 
own  ftiture  sale.  This  purchase,  at  the  time^ 
and  nnder  the  circumstances  I  have  mentioned, 
was  made,  say  the  Keviewing  Committee,  "  at 
the  easy  rate  of  sixty-six  and  two-third  centa 
the  acre,"  while,  in  the  next  page  of  their  re- 
port, they  show,  or  attempt  to  show,  that  the 
average  value  of  lands  in  the  beat  and  most 
rapidly  populating  districts  of  country  in  the 
Union  are  now  worth  less  than  fifty  cents  per 
acre.  No  one,  I  think,  will  longer  wonder 
that  the  bill  reported  by  my  honorable  friend 
ftom  Kentnoky  has  received  the  decisive  oon- 
demnataon  of  uus  committee.  For,  sir,  thoo^ 
the  gentlemen  composing  its  nu^rity  did, 
doubtless,  (pve  the  subject  of  the  pnblio  lands 
the  ungnlar  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  for  sound  reasons,  and  from  the 
purest  motives,  without  any  purpose  of  involv- 
ing any  individual  in  difficulty  or  embarrass- 
ment; and  althongh  the  second  reference  to 
themselves  of  the  subject  which  they  had  be- 
fore thus  strangely,  and  which  had  been  ex- 
amined thaa  ably,  was,  donbtiess,  done  from  a 
high  sense  of  public  duty  alone ;  and  idthough, 
doubtless,  as  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Reviewing  Committee  observed,  he  has  done 
nothinff  more  than  to  correct  (what  appeared 
to  hini)  palpable  errors,  in  foot  and  argument, 
in  the  report  of  the  first  cmnmittee,  and  this, 
too,  in  no  unfriendly  spirit ;  yet,  the  extraordi- 
nary fooulty  which  he  possesses  of  marshalling 
his  facts,  tiie  discipline  which  he  has  tanght 
t^em,  80  that,  at  his  bidding,  they  will  fece 
either  way,  and  overwhelm  a  proposition  which 
he  may  be  disposed  to  prove  wrong ;  and  his 
principle  of  comparison,  as  evinced  in  the  in- 
stance to  tvhich  I  have  last  referred,  so  differ- 
ent from  that  of  other  men,  and  so  wholly  in- 
scrutable to  an  erery-day  intellect;  would  lead 
ns.  on  the  whole,  to  conclude  that  no  view 
which  oonld  hare  been  taken  of  this  subject  by 
the  Committee  on  Ifanofutnres,  unless  aided 
by  inspiration,  oonld  have  mat  any  thing  leas 
than  lus  "  deoidve  condemnation." 
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Sir,  I  can  DOC  part  with  thia  sol^ect  without 
Mjiog  aomething  of  the  prcgeot  reported  hj 
my  hoDorable  friend  from  Kentucky,  nd 
which  ifl  embodied  in  thie  bill.  He  proposes 
Hke  distribntion  of  proceeda  of  the  pnblio 
lands  among  the  aever^  States,  to  be  by  them 
applied  to  internal  improrement ;  the  payment 
of  debts  contracted  for  intemtd  ImproTement : 
the  colonization  of  free  people  of  color,  ana 
edacaUon ;  objects  national  in  their  character, 
and  dear  to  all  who  value  the  prosperity  of  oar 
country,  and  the  improvement  and  happiness 
of  the  haman  race.  Donbts,  it  is  tane,  have 
been  Buggeated,  of  the  oonatitatloBality  of  the 
meaanre,  out  I  fanmbty  otmo^va,  wlaa  exam- 
ined, those  donbta  will  be  ^a^pated. 

All  the  lands  of  fiie  United  States  are  placed 
upon  tiie  same  fboUng  by  the  Committee  on 
Pnblio  Lands,  and  the  rights  of  the  nation  over 
each  and  every  part  of  It  are  held  to  be  the 
same.  In  this  tne  two  committees  agree  en- 
tirely. We  may,  therefore,  hold  it  as  a  ooo- 
oeded  point  I  will  examine  onr  rights  over 
bnt  one  portion  of  it,  and  that  at  present,  by 
far  the  most  important — that  lying  between 
the  Ohio,  the  Mississippi,  and  uie  lakes,  for- 
merly known  as  the  territory  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio.  And,  sir,  as  it)  is  a  qneetlon  of 
strict  law,  yon  will  ezenae  me  the  repetition 
whfoh  it  neoessarilT  inTcdves. 

We  hold  these  lands  by  virtue  of  a  deed  of 
oesaioa  fitnn  the  State  of  Yininia,  to  which  I 
will  (moe  a^^  refer.  TUs  deed,  after  desig- 
nating oertam  trasts  to  wUeU  a  part  of  it  was 
to  be  i^iplied,  provides: 

"  That  all  the  lands  wUhin  the  territory  so  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  and  not  reserved  for,  or  appro- 
priated to^  any  of  the  before-mentioned  parpcwes, 
or  disposed  of  in  boanties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  American  army,  shall  be  considered  a  com- 
mon fimd  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  aooh  of  the 
TJidted  States  as  have  become,  or  diaU  beoooie, 
nembers  of  the  con£edentioa  or  federal  alliance  <ii 
the  States,  'Virgiiua  inclusive,  according  to  titcdr 
naoal  respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge 
and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  fidlbfuUy  and  bcma 
fidfi  dieposed  of  for  that  porpoae,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  wbataoever." 

This  cession  was  made  and  accepted  before 
the  adoption  of  the  fedwal  oonstitation ;  it  has, 
therefore,  no  relation  to  that  instmment ;  bnt 
the  constdtntion  (art  6th)  has  relation  to  the 
deed,  and  one  of  the  conti-acts  entered  into  and 
binding  on  the  national  faith.  This  places  the 
General  Government  in  the  utuaUon  of  a  troa- 
tee  of  this  fond,  which  it  most  dispose  of  Jtona 
fi&t  for  the  oommm  boiefiL  Mow,  while 
the  nation,  whidi  rejnveents  all  the  States  ool- 
leodvely,  was  indebted,  its  debt  being  Uie  debt 
of  all,  it  was  a  fair  and  legitimate  execation  of 
the  trost,  to  sell  the  lands,  and  apply  the  pro- 
ceeds to  the  payment  of  the  debt ;  so,  also,  if 
its  proceeds  be  necessary  for  the  current  ex- 
peoses  of  the  Government  This  no  one 
donbta,  as  it  is  dispo^g  of  the  pnwerty  lam 
ficU  fur  the  ose  and  ben«dt  of  all  Uie  States,  and 


in  tin (ffopwtiona  stijpnlated.  Bntwhatiatobe 
done  wboi  the  debt  u  pud,  and  tiie  ftmd-  is  not 
needed  for  the  purpoaes  of  the  General  QoTem- 
mentl 

Give  it  away,  cast  it  off  as  an  inconveniost 
burden,  say  the  Oommittee  on  Pnblio  Lauds. 
Dispose  of  it  as  hwetofore,  and  distribute  the 
proceeds  justly,  according  to  the  intent  and 
spirit  of  the  trust  under  which  you  hold  it,  say 
the  Oommittee  on  Hannfactnres. 

The  compact  which  the  acceptance  of  the 
deed  of  cession  carried  with  it,  I  hold  to  be 
imperative  and  perpetoaL  In  all  fntnre  time, 
and  under  all  mKmuatueeB^  until  the  salea  are 
completed,  the  landa  lemain  a  CMMnmon  (tand. 
Th^  must  be  disposed  of  by  Cknurasa,  hnn 
.^fbrtheuse  and  benefit  of  audidf  the  States 
as  shall  1m  members  of  the  federal  alUanoe  at 
the  tdme  of  their  sale  or  disposition.  But  must 
the  ftand  necessarily  tte  held  and  applied  by 
Congress  to  the  fntnre  ex^ndee  of  the  Gen- 
eral Gkiveniment !  I  do  not  ask  if  it  may,  but 
most  it!  The  paragruihs  already  dwelt  upon 
carry  with  them  no  snob  obligation ;  but  there 
is  another  member  of  the  clause  which  clearly 
implies  distribution.  This  fond  for  the  oommoa 
benefit  shall  be  honafid9  di^Mwed  of  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  States,  according  to  tbur 
usnal  respective  vroporticma  in  the  gvneral 
ofaarge  and  expenditnre."  If  the  olfleet  had 
been  to  apply  tnis  only  to  the  accruing  charges 
which  revenue,  pr(^>erly  so  called,  is  designed 
to  meet,- this  last-dted  clause  would  have  found 
no  place  here.  Bat  it  dearly  contemplates  dis- 
tribution, and  is  placed  upon  the  basis  of  a 
profit  and  loss  account  between  individual  put- 
ners.  In  the  pruportion  that  States  o(Hitnbute 
to  sopport  the  expenses  of  Government,  in  that 
proportion  shall  they  reodve  the  proceeds  of 
sale  of  common  property.  It  seems  to  me, 
therefore,  a  dear  case  of  oonstitntional  right,  if 
not  c(£  obligatiiKi,  that  these  lands  and  their 
proceeda  be  implied  in  the  manner  proposed  by 
tins  IhU.  Thii  mode  is  as  Jut,  and  it  is  expe- 
dient alike  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States,  old 
and  new.  The  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
is  now  foil  to  overfiowing,  and  f<v  none  of  the 
ptirposee  of  Qovenunent  is  thia  fond  neoeasaiy 
or  usefol  to  the  nati<m  aa  a  whcde.  Bnt  the 
States  have,  by  their  general  compact,  divested 
themselves  uf  the  first  and  greatest  reeouroe  of 
revenue — that  of  imports  on  oommeroe ;  many 
of  them,  havii^  no  other  resource,  snpport 
their  Government  by  hard,  direct  taxation  upon 
land,  which,  less  than  any  other  species  of 
property,  can  bear  taxation.  Thus,  they  labor 
under  great,  and,  indeed,  almost  inaormounta- 
ble  difficulties,  in  raising  fonds  for  those  exp^- 
ditores  ueoeasary  for  tlw  intemid  imjffOTenient 
of  their  country,  and  the  edue^on  of  the  rinng 
generation.  The  distribution  of  the  wooeeda 
of  these  lands  would  remove  all  thia  eviL 
Those  States  wiuoh  have  bturowed  and  ex- 
pended laige  soms  in  improvements  of  a  perma- 
nent and  natiwal  charaoter  would  be  relieved 
from  the  debt  with  whioh  tiuy  are  bordenvd, 
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and  to  the  rest  it  would  ftmdah  a  Amd  nfiSdent 
to  keep*ap  those  hnprorenients  in  an  even  pace 
with  uie  pnureBB  of  popalatacm.  And^  more- 
over, it  would  place  in  the  hands  of  the  States 
a  fbnd  which,  well  i4>ptied,  would  fimiish  the 
means  of  edocation  to  all  the  ridng  genera- 
tions which  are  to  saoceed  as. 

Kr.  BiKTozr  s^d:  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tacky,  in  skipping  all  the  argnments  of  the 
Ocnmnittee  miPnblio  Lands,  has  been  equally 
averse  to  the  use  of  ai^umenta  on  bis  own  side. 
Bong,  anecdote,  metaphor;  many  exhibitions 
and  flooriahes  to  entertain  the  ladies  and  by- 
fltukdera;  bat  very  Ibw  ugoments  to  enlightea 
tha  Soiate.  The  oaah  armament  was  the  mAj 
one  whioh  he  oondesoended  to  nse.  The  table 
of  dhrUends  was  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  his 
argnment  and  that  table  was  oonstraoted  upon 
a  principle  of  error,  wbioh  ediiUts  to  each 
State  abont  four  or  five  times  more  eptAl  than 
it  would  ever  get  Instead  of  an  aiwage  of  a 
series  of  years,  which  wonld  give  a  millitHi  and 
tliree-qnui«rs  in  place  of  three  millions,  for 
the  gross  receipts  from  the  pnblio  lands,  instead 
of  the  net  proceeds,  which  would  require  abont 
a  million  to  be  dedneted  for  expenses  in  admin- 
istering the  pnblic  lands,  bnying  them  for  In- 
diana, paying  tiie  annuities  inoonred  on  acoonnt 
of  tbem.  and  efiboUng  the  removal  of  the  In- 
dians; instead  of  the  remainder  which  Amo 
dedvetiona  wonld  leave,  and  wUoh  in  some 
Tears  wonld  be  nothing,  and  in  other  years  per- 
lu^M  half  a  million  of  doUors,  the  Senator  from 
fmihukj  takes  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  last 
year,  swdled,  as  it  was,  with  payments  doe  for 
lands  sold  before  the  year  1820,  with  military 
and  forfeited  land  scrip,  and  oonstmcts  his 
<  table  npon  tltat  fallaciooB  snm,  and  then  ex- 
hibits'to  the  States  these  large  and  sedaotive 
dividends.  Bnt  this  argnment  will  do  npon 
paper  alona  An  amendment  to  confine  the 
aistribntion  to  the  net  proceeds  will  detect  its 
&llacy,  and  leave  those  empty-handed  who 
■opnosed  were  beocnne  noh  on  the  qidls 
of  the  new  mates.' 

Still,  this  cash  argnment  la  the  only  one  the 
Senator  tnm  Eentacky  baa  oondeaoended  to 
nse ;  and  let  na  see  how  he  has  lued  it  He 
oarigns  to  the  States  north  of  the  Potomac 
about  one  million  two  hnndred  and  sixty  thoa- 
sMid  dollars,  and  to  the  Statea  south  of  the  Po- 
tomac about  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  I  Thns,  the  States  which  surrendered 
their  lands  to  the  Federal  Qovemment,  are  to 
receive  about  seven  hundred  thousand  dollivs 
leas  than  those  who  refused  to  surrender,  and 
which  would  now  involve  the  country  in  a  for- 
eign war  before  they  would  give  up  an  acre 
to  s^tle  a  disputed  boundary.  Again:  the 
Bonthem  States  send  emigrants  to  the  new 
States ;  the  Northern  States  send  hut  tew.  and 
mean  to  stop  thoae  few  to  wortt  in  their  footo- 
ries.  The  Southern  Statea,  then,  through  thdr 
emigration,  and  the  new  States,  are  to  fnmi^ 
the  whole  sum  which  is  thns  to  be  so  nnequally 
divided.  Tlu  whole  is  to  eome  from  the  Sontti 
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and  West,  and  twice  the  largest  share  is  to 
pour  into  the  Northeast ;  thus  opening  another 
current,  anotiier  inland  gulf  stream,  parallel  to 
the  tariff  stream,  the  pension  sb«am,  the  inter- 
nal improvement  stream,  and  the  United  States 
Bank  stream,  which  are  now  sweeping  the 
wealth  of  the  South  and  West  into  the  North- 
eastern cities. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  carries  his  con- 
fidence in  the  money  argnment  bo  far  as  to  be- 
lieve that  the  new  States  themselves  will  be 
captivated  by  it;  that  they  will  fall  in  love 
with  the  fallacious  dividends  which  he  has  hdd 
oat  to  them,  and  consent  to  seJl  themselves  to 
the  old  States  for  a  small  diare  of  tbdr  own 
spoils.  A  large  table  oS  dividenda  is  disphqred 
before  them ;  bnt  it  is  all  deception  and  Ula- 
non.  The  dividends  will  be  rednood  to  inrig< 
nifioanoe  when  the  expenses  of  the  land  system 
are  deducted  from  the  groas  receipts ;  and,  even 
if  it  stood  at  the  sums  carried  out  in  his  table, 
every  new  State  wonld  save  more  infinitely  by 
a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  land  than  by 
receiving  a  shore  of  her  own  money.  The  sav- 
ing upon  the  sales  of  last  year,  to  be  efilected 
by  a  reduction  of  the  price  according  to  the 
plan  recommended  by  the  Land  Committee, 
would  be,  in  Ohio,  $214,000;  in  Indiana, 
$847,000;  in  Illinois,  $218,000;  in  Itissonri, 
$187,000 ;  in  Alabama,  $447,000 ;  in  MiaBla- 
^PPii  $108,000 ;  and  in  Louisiana,  $48,000. 

But  it  is  not  by  tables,  oonstructed  before- 
hand, that  the  loss  of  the  new  States  can  be 
ascertained  from#ach  a  bill  as  this.  If  it 
passes,  their  doom  is  sealed.  They  beoome  the 
private  property  of  the  old  StatM.  To  make 
money  out  of  them  will  be  the  only  considera- 
tion. Every  art  that  Ingenuity  and  avarice  can 
invent,  will  be  put  in  requisition  to  swell  the 
amount  for  distribution.  Instead  of  being  re- 
duced, the  price  of  the  lands  will  probably  be 
raised  again  to  the  old  minimum  of  two  dol- 
lars. Instead  of  preferences  to  settlers  and  oc- 
oupanta,  they  will  have  to  bid  fbr  their  own 
labor  against  the  a^ta  of  the  paramount 
States  who  will  be  sent  to  supenntend  the 
sales,  and  see  that  every  tract  is  screwed  up  to 
the  highest  point  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky ^Ir.  Olat)  thinks  the  price  ought  to  be 
rueed,  but  be  will  not  move  to  ruse  it  Oan 
be  go  security  for  his  coa4jntors  f  Will  they 
not  do  it  ?  Those  who  are  to  divide  the  spoil 
are  to  make  the  spoil.  They  can  make  It  what 
they  please,  and  certainly  will  please  to  make 
it  as  great  as  possible.  Nor  is  it  in  the  price 
only  that  the  new  States  may  be  oppressed  and 
harassed.  Innumerable  arts  may  be  reaorted 
to  in  order  to  enhance  the  prodnot  derivable 
from  the  lands,  ^re  is  an  act  paaaed  in  the 
State  of  Mahie,  in  the  year  1828,  fin-  the  salo 
of  rotten  timber  and  growing  mss,  and  the 
prosecution  of  trespasBer&  wnitm  act  can  be, 
will  ao<m  be,  aimlied  to  the  new  States  if  this 
aoheme  of  diistribntion  soeoeeda.  listen  to  it: 

"Tfaat  It  riwU  be  the  dnty  of  the  land  agent  to 
seD  at  pobUo  aneCloa,  or  private  sale,  alt  grass 
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growiflg  on  tbe  pabtio  Undf  from  year-to  year;  to 
take  sottble  meaaores  for  tbe  pre8erTati<»i  of  grass 
mad  timber  BtaadiDg  and  growing  tbereon;  and  to 
praoeoale  is  befaatf  of  StaM  for  all  treqwiKa 
wbioh  have  been,  or  maj  be,  committed  thereon ; 
Aod  to  Beize  and  to  sell  at  public  aactioa  all  kinds 
of  timber  and  grass  cut  bj  trespassers.  And  the 
said  agent  is  hereby  authorized  to  sell  timber  on 
the  public  lands  where  the  same  is  decaying,  and  is 
his  opinion  it  is  for  the  public  interest  to  do  so  1" 

l^is  IB  noir  a  law  <rf  Maine ;  Ihia  la  a  law 
made  hj  those  who  are  now  aiming  at  the 
ownenhip  of  all  onr  lands.  If  thej  snoceed, 
wiH  thej  be  more  geoerotu  to  the  people  of 
the  new  Btates  than  to  their  own  <dtizens  ?  On 
ttte  contrary,  will  they  not  be  a  thousand  times 
harder  ?  Rotten  timber  and  prairie  grass  will 
tiien  he  an  object  of  revenne.  All  elittle  and 
horses  will  hare  to  be  confined  on  the  owno'^s 
land,  or  taken  op  uid  sold  for  the  treq)aBs  if 
tiiey  stray  on-  tbe  pablio  lands.  Agents  sent 
teom  the  cdd  States,  and  stationed  in  erery 
township,  would  watah,  not  on^  the  &tmea 
and  their  slaTea,  bnt  tlmr  cattle^  their  h<UBeB, 
and  their  hogs,  to  sne  them  for  trMpaasea. 

This  bni  hu  been  called  a  system  for  settling 
the  bnsiness  of  internal  improTement;  and 
under  that  assomption  tbe  bill  for  granting  a 
township  of  land  to  the  French  college  at  Bt. 
Louis,  anA  the  bill  to  grant  half  a  imltion  of 
acres  to  tbe  States  of  liUBsoori,  Mississippi,  and 
Lonisiana,  bad  been  laid  upon  tbe  table.  They 
were  laid  by  to  awut  the  establishment  of  this 
aystem,  as  it  is  called ;  bQ#irhen  the  internal 
improTemrat  bills  were  up  to  expend  a  million 
or  80  in  money,  in  the  Northeast,  no  motion 
was  made  to  lay  them  ^wn.  The  word  sys- 
tem was  not  tiiea  prononnoed ;  thia  bill  for  ad- 
|Qsluig  the  badness  <tf  internal  improvement 
was  not  onee  alluded  to.  All  i>as9ed  without 
hesitation  or  question.  System,  indeed  I  It  is 
none,  and  cannot  he.  It  does  not  even  profess 
to  hind  a  ftitnre  Oongress,  and  could  not  if  it 
would.  It  does  not  even  profess  to .  abstain 
from  future  appropriatlAia,  and  could  not  pre- 
vent them  if  it  tried.  Future  Congresses  will 
do  as  they  please.  Fntnre  majorities  will  do 
as  they  please.  Unequal  appropriations  will 
go  on  as  ftaely  as  ever ;  the  only  differenoe 
will  be,  that  the  land  revenue  will  be  thrown 
to  that  obleot^  in  addidm  to  all  the  eq>endi- 
tOTW  whion'wonld  ot^wlse  have  been  made. 
In  one  respect  only  it  may  be  considered  as  a 
system,  ana  that  a  most  disastrous  one ;  a  sys- 
tem  of  setting  aside  the  proceeds  of  particular 
hranohes  of  the  reranne,  to  answer  spedfio 
purposes,  and  thus  getting  dear  of  surplus  rev- 
enue without  reducing  taxes  I  Land  revenue 
is  the  branch  now  to  be  set  aside ;  tbe  revenue 
from  woollens,  cottons,  iron,  salt,  &c,  &c.,  may 
follow  next  year.  There  la  no  end  to  that  sys- 
tem when  once  begun.  It  is  now  commenced 
on  the  weakest  part  of  the  Union,  because  they 
are  the  wealEest,  and  the  least  ahle  to  d^end 
thenualvea.  The  Sonfli  is  to  be  tempted  into 
it  by  a  share  of  the  Western  Bp<rilB;  and  the 
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next  year  the  West  is  to  be  tempted  into  the 
continuation  of  the  system,  by  getting.a  share 
of  tbe  Sontbeni  spoils.  Thus  a  revenue  of  any 
amount,  twenty-five  or  thirty  millions,  may  be 
kept  up,  by  dexterously  playing  off  the  South 
against  the  West,  and  Uie  West  against  the 
South,  and  making  tbem  alternately  co-op- 
erate with  the  Northeast  in  ]dandffiing  eaob 
other. 

It  is  not  a  systun  for  the  setUnnent  of  the 
internal  improvemmt  qnestion.  Its  ol^Ject  is 
very  different  from  that.  It  is  a  tariff  bill ;  it 
is  an  nltra  tariff  measure;  the  strongest  and 
the  boldest  which  has  been  attempted  at  this 
session.  Tariff  is  stamped  np<m  its  face ;  tariff 
is  emblazoned  upon  its  borders ;  tariff  is  pro- 
claimed in  all  its  features.  In  the  first  plaee,  it 
is  intended,  by  tUvertiog  the  land  rev«iae  trim 
the  support  of  the  Government,  to  create  a 
vacuum  in  the  Treasury,  which  must  he  filled 
np  by  daties  on  imported  goods.  In  the  next 
place,  it  is  intended,  by  keeping  up  the  price  of 
the  public  lands,  to  prevent  the  emigration  of 
laboring  people  from  the  mannliBeturing  States, 
and  retain  them  where  they  were  bom,  to 
work  in  the  factories.  This  is  the  true  charac- 
ter of  the  biU ;  a  tariff  bill;  aland  tariff  bill; 
oonoeived  according  to  the  plan  of  Mr.  Rush, 
in  1838,  and  the  memorial  of  the  New  Tork 
Tariff  Oonvention  in  November  of  the  last 
year.  The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  charged 
this  design  upon  this  hill;  they  qnoted  Mr. 
Rush,  and  the  memorial  of  the  New  York 
Tariff  Convention,  to  prove  that  chara^er 
upon  it ;  and  their  charge  has  not  been  met. 
A  feeble  attempt  at  the  vindication  of  Mr. 
Rush  has  fixed  tbe  de^a  man  firmly  npon 
hfan.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat) 
infianns  the  Smate  that  he  suggested  to  Mr. 
Rush,  before  his  report  was  communicated  to 
Congress,  that  it  might  be  misunderstood,  and 
that  he  had  better  omit  what  related  to  the 
public  lands  and  the  manufactures.  He  sug- 
gested to  him  that  it  might  be  misunderst(KMl  t 
Yes,  misunderstood  1  and  that  very  phrase 
proves  that  it  was  understood  I  that  ^e  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  understood  it  at  the  first 
blush  precisely  as  everybody  else  has  under- 
stood It  ever  siufie.  Bnt  the  memorial  oi  the 
New  York  Convention,  which  has  been  printed 
and  laid  npon  oar  taUes,  that  also  is  qnoted  hy 
the  Pablio  Land  Committee,  and  no  notice  is 
taken  of  it  by  the  Senator  frnn  Eentncky,  nor 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Ewrae.)  Wfay 
do  they  omit  to  notice  that  memoriuf  Be- 
cause it  is  full  and  plain,  express  and  exi^dlh 
up  to  tbe  mark,  and  direct  and  open  in  favor  of 
preventing  emigration  to  tbe  West  for  the  pur- 
pose of  detaining  the  laboring  population  to 
work  in  the  factories.  There  is  no  room  for 
dispute  about  it,  and,  therefore,  the  Senators 
who  undertake  to  answer  the  report  of  the 
Land  Committee,  prodratiy  pass  by  that  me- 
morial, and  the  unanswerable  aignment  fbnnded 
np(Hi  it,  although  rettowltoin  the  bodyof  the 
report,  and  quoted  verbatim  in  the  appendix. 
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The  tact  is  dear ;  the  copolasion  irresistible ; 
the  ohartoter  nDdeDiable,'that  this  land  bill  is 
a  tariff  measare ;  and  that  the  new  States  are 
to  be  (^pressed  in  the  price  of  the  pablio  lands, 
for  the  porpose  of  prevenUnff  emigration,  and 
(MT  aappljring  laborers  to  the  notories. 

The  Inll  u  oertainlj  adroitlr  drawn ;  it  is 
flileiilated  npon  a  wida^qtreod  sdiema,  and  nni* 
▼ersal  dedgn  to  attract  all  interests  to  engage 
tn  the  oppresrion  of  the  West  The  prooeede 
of  the  sues  of  the  public  lands  are  to  be  divided 
among  ail  the  States,  and  tor  all  sorte  of  pur- 
poses— to  pay  old  debts  fbr  roads  and  canals, 
or  to  make  new  roads  and  canals  with  ready 
money — to  promote  ednoation — and  to  colonize 
•flree  negroes  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Oertainlj 
these  mnltiptied  objects  mnst  enlist  a  great 
mnltitnde  gainst  the  new  States,  and  excite 
their  oapidity  to  the  highest  degree  to  ^et  hold 
of  the  pnUio  domain  for  their  respective  ob- 
Jeots.  One  of  these  objects,  from  the  efforts 
which  have  been  made  to  reoiHnnkend  it  to 
public  fitvor,  and  tiie  profound  ignorance  which 
pervades  the  public  mind  with  respect  to  its 
nadbilitj,  demands  a  word  of  elaoidation ;  I 
apeak  of  the  oolonlzatiOD  eoheme ;  for  the 
prosecution  of  which  this  bill  commits  the  fed- 
eral domain,  and  the  political  powers  of  tiiis 
Federal  Government.  A  more  visionary,  a 
more  chimerical,  and  a  more  impracticable 
project  never  entered  the  head  of  man,  than 
this  scheme ;  and  this  I  will  demonstrate  by 
fbcts  and  reasons  which  no  candid  man  can 
permit  himself  to  dispute. 

Two  distinct  views  of  the  ■project  'demon- 
•b-ate  this  imposaibility :  first,  the  expetienee 
1^  Great  Britain ;  secondly,  the  anthwtio  re- 
ports of  our  own  Oolonization  Society.  Each 
view  is  conclusive;  either,  taken  separately, 
puts  an  end  to  hope ;  both,  taken  togetncr,  con- 
<Umm  n  irrevocably.  All  the  world  knows 
aomethiog,  but  few  know  the  real  history  of 
tiie  British  attempt  at  Afl*ican  colonization. 
The  expense  Id  money  and  in  lives,  and  the 
total  fwure  of  the  undcrtakiog,  are  bat  slightly 
known.  The  moneyed  expense  has  been  pro- 
digious. The  chief  jostioe  of  Sierra  Leone, 
Hr.  Jeffoott,  in  a  diarge  to  a  grand  jury  io  the 
capital  ot  the  ccdony,  In  June,  1880,  stated  the 
e^nse  for  the  last  t«i  yean  to  amount  to 
£7,000,000  steiling,  (about  86  millions  of  dol- 
1am ;)  fbaA  the  number  of  AMcans  brought  in 
during  that  period  was  between  18,000  and 
10,000 ;  and  that  the  expense  of  each  had  been 
about  £800  sterling,  (near  l,fi00  dollars;)  and 
that  the  total  population  of  the  colony  was 
then  but  little  upwards  of  80,000  souls.  This 
gives  an  idea  of  the  expense  in  money.  Bnt  a 
more  dreadful  aecouot  of  expeniUture  is  still  to 
be  opened.  It  is  the  expense  of  human  life  1 
Every  Governor  sent  to  the  o(dony  had  per- 
ished under  the  oUmate,  one  only  excepted,  and 
he  had  perished  under  the  knives  of  the  native 
negroes.  The  wldlers  and  sidlorB  sent  there 
were  swept  off  in  orowda.  No  Masoning  in 
any  other  part  of  the  worid  could  prepare  them 


for  the  horrors  of  this  African  climate.  Troops 
from  the  West  Indies,  from  the  Oape  of  Good 
Hope,  the  East  Indies,  ail  shared  the  same  fitte. 
The  only  difference  was,  that  tlie  dmnkards 
died  the  first  season,  and  the  sober  ones  the 
eeoond  or  third.  This  waste  of  life  and  money 
induced  the  Biitiflh  I^uUameut,  in  1896,  to 
open  a  OMnmission  to  examine  into  the  state  of 
the  oolcmy ;  the  result  was  a  detwminadon  to 
contract  their  eatablishments,  to  withdraw 
most  of  their  troops,  and  to  rarren^  all  hope 
of  success. 

The  last  afinual  report  of  the  American  Ool- 
onizatiod  Society  proves  and  establishes  the  in- 
ability of  their  efforts.  Look  '  at  their  oVn 
statements.  At  page  41,  it  is  stated,  and  cor- 
rectly stated,  that  tiie  annual  increase  of  t^e 
black  populoUon  in  the  United  States  is  from 
76,000  to  80,000  souls,  and  tbat  it  will  require 
this  number  to  be  annually  carried  off  to  check 
the  growth  of  that  peculation  among  us.  At 
page  10,  it  is  stated,  aind  0(»reotly  stated,  that 
the  amval  <tt  1,000  emigrant  negroes  in  any 
one  year  would  be  the'  ruin  ot  the  ot^tmyl 
that  even  that  small  number-  ot  new-comers 
would  make  a  revolnUtm,  and  require  an  armed 
force  to  keep  the  peace  among  them.  Here, 
tfaen^  are  two  facts,  which  pot  an  end  to  the 
illoaioQs  of  this  scheme.  Seventy-five  thou- 
sand per  annum  mnst  go,  before  the  increase 
of  the  blacks  is  checked  at  home — before  we 
can  feel  any  national  advantage  from  it ;  and 
the  arrival  of  1,000  would  destroy  the  colony, 
and  pat  an  end  to  the  pnneot  I  Oan  argumrat^ 
or  commentary,  add  to  tlie  ftaoB  <tf  theee  two 
fiujta,  presented  br  the  managers  ot  the  Bodety 
thonsdves  In  thur  last  annual  report  I* 

Individuals  may  give  their  money :  benevo- 
lent persona  may  follow  the  impulse  of  their 
feelings  in  bestowing  their  chanty  nprai  Has 
prefect.  Their  money  is  thmr  own,  and  they 
ma^  do  what  they  please  with  it.  But  can 
legislators  and  statesmen  follow  the  same  im- 
pulmons,  and  act  in  tiie  same  manner,  with  re- 
spect tfithe  revenues  of  the  peo[^e?  Oan  they 
oommit  this  Government  apon  a  scheme 
African  colonization,  without  counting  the  cost 
in  life  and  money,  and  asking  themselves  if  tlie 
sueoees  is  to  justify  tbe  expenditure  t  Tba 
totii  English  expense  In  the  fifty  years  of  ha 
experiment  oanoot  have  been  leas  than  d^tr 
<ff  ninety  milllMis  of  dollars.  The  destruotton 
of  life  has  been  appalling.  The  description  ot 
Edmund  Burke  has  been  realized,  that  it  was  a 
region  where  the  gates  of  dea^  stood  open 
day  and  night  for  the  reception  of  its  victims. 
Governors  and  judges,  poldiers  and  mariners, 
all  go.  Our  colony  is  on  the  same  ground.  It 
ia  not  only  within  the  chartered,  but  within 
the  settled  limits  of  the  British  colony ;  tho 
mortality  must  be  the  same  when  our  estab- 
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liabments  equal  theirs.  If  this  scheme  is  fol- 
lowed up,  and  this  Federal  Government  be- 
comes committed  to  that  scheme,  a  territorial 
Governmeot  must  be  sent  to  Africa.  A  de- 
tachment of  the  army  and  of  the  m,vj  most 
be  sent  there,  and  ooarts  armed  wHh  stroiig 
criminal  Jorisdiction.  Jf  left  to  themselves,  the 
oolony  wm  be  inoirll  war  before  It  reaohMSQ^OOO 
sooIb.  Violenoe  prevaila  all  over  the  world. 
The  first  man  that  was  bom  killed  the  second. 
Kordere,  seditions,  revolutions,  go  on  every- 
where. Oan  it  be  expected  that  this  medley  of 
negroes,  part  from  America,  part 'from  Africa, 
some  ftilf  blood,  some  half  blood,  will  realize 
the  visionary  speculation  of  human  perfectibil- 
ity, and  be  kept  in  order  by  moral  restraints, 
and  the  mild  pnnisfament  of  interdiction  from 
the  use  of  fire  and  water  in  Africa  t  For  the 
Boman  punishment  by  exile  is  the  highest  now 
laiown  in  our  edony.  Kol  these  restraints 
will  soon  &a.  They  vrlU  M  as  th^  did  in  the 
British  oolony  before  it  reached  20,000,  and  re- 
quire all  the  maohinory  of  a  strong  Gorem- 
ment  to  keep  the  awoes  in  peace.  Who  is 
prepared  to  establish  ^at  Government  in  Af- 
rica! To  spread  our  oonat^ntion  across  the 
Atlantic,  ana  beneath  the  equator,  and  stretch 
it  over  a  race  for  which  it  was  not  made? 
Who  IB  prepared  to  expend  a  hundred  millions 
of  money  in  this  attempt,  and  to  send  the  sons 
of  our  &rmers— -the  soldiers  md  mariners  of 
the  republic — to  perish  on  that  pestilential 
coast  f  Those  who  are  not  prepared  for  these 
things  BhonI4  stop  at  onoe,  and  refuse  to  com- 
mit Iheir  Government  npon  a  project  which 
most  involve  all  these  ooDuqnences,  and,  after 
involving  tiiem,  must  end  as  the  British  at- 
tempt at  colonization  has  ended,  in  demonstrat- 
ing its  total  impractloaUlity. 

As  a  Western  man,  as  a  citizui  ot  one  of  the 
new  States,  I  must  protest  agidnst  the  applica- 
tion of  the  public  lands  to  uiis  object.  It  is 
several  years  since  things  have  been  taking 
that  turn.  Mr.  Euro,  of  New  York,  the  most 
oonspiouous  author  of  the  Missouri  ^estion, 
first  proposed  it  in  the  Senate.  His  resolution 
was  submitted  in  1624,  but  led  to  no  result. 
The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Glat)  now 
moves  it  in  a  man  fiwmal  and  determined 
manner.  The  managers  of  the  Society  have 
themselves  looked  to  it,  and  have  cnriondy 
mixed  up  a  calculation  of  worldly  gain,  a  qnes- 
tSxM  of  profit  in  a  moneyed  point  of  view,  with 
fhis  devotion  of  the  pnblio  lands  to  their  fa- 
vorite object  At  page  28  of  their  last  annual 
report,  after  claiming  an  appropriation  of  the 
public  lands,  they  go  on  to  add,  that  it  shonld 
not  be  forgotten  tbat,  whatever  appropriations 
should  t>e  made  by  the  Government  to  t^is 
object,  the  greater  part  would  be  expended  in 
giving  erapl^ment  to  our  shipping  and  to  citi- 
cens  of  the  United  States.  Thus  philanthropy 
and  worldly  gain  are  to  go  hand  in  hand ;  the 
shipning  interest  and  those  employed  in  oon- 
dnoting  tiw  sdieme  are  to  the  greater  part 
of  whatever  is  expended.  The  paSlio  lanos  of 
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the'  West  are  to  &11  into  the  current  which  is 
sweeping  off  every  thing  else.  Fanners  of  the 
West  are  to  be  required  to  fsmish  annually 
millions — compelled  to  pay  infinitely  more  toe 
rehise  land  than  citizens  of  Maine  pay  for  first 
choices,  to  fkimlsh  money  to  enridi  the  ship- 

Sera,  as  well  as  to  boy  huids  to  he  given  as  a 
onation  to  the  negroes  carried  to  Africa ;  and 
all  this  in  addition  to  ftmishing  as  mnch  aa 
will  defray  the  expenses  of  the  State  Govern- 
ments in  all  the  old  States. 

Mr.  B.  oontdnded  with  showing  that  the 
question  was  now  between  the  plans  of  the 
two  committees — the  Committee  on  MAnofao- 
tures,  which  was  for  keeping  up  the  price  of 
the  lands;  and  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
who  were  for  reducing  the  price  to  one  dollar 
per  acre  for  fresh  lands,  and  fifty  cents  per  acre 
for  such  as  had  been  in  maiket  five  yean^ 
with  a  right  of  preference  to  actual  setuets; 
and  he  oified  upon  all  the  Mends  of  the  West 
to  stand  forward  and  show  thdr  frlendsh^  on 
this  occanon,  by  voting  down  the  plan  of  the 
Kannfactnring  Committee,  and  snsuining  that 
of  the  Pnblio  Land  Oommittee. 


Fbidat,  June  29. 
Death  <tf  Mr.  MUehsU. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  vi 
Bepreaeatativea,  by  Hr.  Clarke,  tlie  Clerk  of 
the  House,  annonmung  the  death  of  Geobob  £. 
MiTOHELL,  one  of  the  Kepresentatives  from  the 
State  of  Maryland,  of  that  House,  and  that  hia 
funeral  would  take  place  at  5  o'clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ohaicbebs,  the  Senate  then 
came  to  the  fcUlowing  resolution : 

Jtetolvsd^  That  iba  Senate  will  attend  the  finieral 
of  the  Hon.  0.  E.  Mitchill,  one  of  the  BepreKofat* 
tives  from  the  State  of  Harylaod,  this  day  at  5 
o'clock  P.  U.,  and,  as  a  tribute  of  reapect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  that  the  Senator^wiU  go 
into  mbnming,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  ana 
for  thirty  days. 

On  moti<m  of  Hr.  Chaubsbs, 
The  Senate  then  a^onmed. 


Satubdat,  Jnne  80. 
Portrait  Wathington. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FsKLiKoinrTSEN,  the  Sen- 
ate took  up  the  resolution  for  the  purchase  of 
the  original  portrait  of  George  Washington,  by 
Rembrandt  Pe^e, 

Mr.  F.  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  2,000 
dollars.  He  founded  his  motion,  first,  on  the 
accuracy  of  the  likeness,  and,  secondly,  on  the 
nature  of  the  subject  itself.  He  stated  the 
opinions  of  Judge  Marshall,  Judge  Ws^ington, 
and  other  distinguished  men,  aa  to  the  aocutapy 
of  the  resemblance. 

Mr.  Smith  stated  that  Stewart  received  eaSj 
1,000  dollars  fbr  his  best  portraits;  and  no 
would  have  no  ol^eotiott  to  give  1,000  d<^lan 
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for  tbto.  Stewart  had  engaged  to  make  him  a 

oopy  for  600  dollars,  bat  it  coold  not  be  ob- 
twned  from  him. 

Mr,  WsnBTSB  said  that  he  had  taken  his  idea 
of  Washington  from  the  portnuts  of  Stewart. 
He  admitted  the  merits  of  his  pictm«,  and  sud 
tli^if  it  was  to  he  regarded  as  an  original, 
which  he  supposed  it  waa^  the  price  ooght  not 
to  be  in  the  way.  An  original  head  of  Wash- 
ington, by  Stewart,  was  lately  sold  for  1,500 
dollars,  and  the  purchaser  woold  not  listen  to 
an  offer  of  $6,000  for  it.  In  £ngland,  if  its 
dharacter  were  as  hi^  as  it  la  hme^  it  would 
fetch  a  mneh  higher  price. 

Jit.  Fbbunohqtsxn  then  moved  to  amend 
tbe  resolntion,  by  adding  a  proriaion  that  the 
t  he  hang  in  a  oonspioaoos  part  of  the 
ofaiuntwr,  wider  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  and  that  tiie  expenses 
thereof  be  pud  oat  of  the  oontiDgent  fund ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordffl«d  to  be  en- 
gcoBsed,  and  read  a  third  time. 


MosDAT,  July  a. 
Publie  Landt. 

The  Senate  ptoeeeded  to  conrider  the  bin  to 
appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  pnblic  lands. 

Ur.  HirfTK  moved  to  strike  ont  the  words 
which  provide  for  the  diatribntion  of  tiie  pro 
ceeds  among  the  States.  He  was  opposed  to 
tiie  introdnction  of  the  principle  of  distribnting 
the  revenue  among  the  StatM.  He  insisted 
that  the  proceeds  of  the  pnblic  lands  did  con- 
stitute a  part  of  the  revenue.  The  clause  which 
he  moved  to  strHce  ont,  cut  off  a  part  of  the 

SnbUo  revenue,  taking  it  from  the  Treasury  to 
Ivfde  it  among  the  States.  He  made  an  ob- 
Jeotion  to  the  distrihation  alao,  heoanae  It  was 
a  division  ot  Hie  gross,  instead  of  tiie  net  reve- 
nue, and  so  ihr  as  the  diflE^renoe  between  the 
gross  and  net  proceeds,  it  was  a  division  of  the 
duties  derived  from  imports.  He  admitted  the 
pwfeot  power  of  Congress  to  tegislate  on  the 
antject ;  bnt  he  was  opposed  to  donations  of 
money  to  the  States,  and  desired  to  have  some 
general  and  equitable  system  adopted  for  the 
dispontion  of  the  public  lands.  He  asked  for 
the  yeas  uid  nays  on  his  motion ;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr,  Olat  rejoiced  that  the  question  of  the 

{trinoiple  of  distiibutiou  was  now  to  be  tested 
n  a  nii^de  and  a  solemn  manner.  He  met  the 
iniinion  of  the  Seni^  from  Soath  Carolina, 
that  the  diviricm  of  the  prooeedB  of  the  public 
brnds  would  plead  to  the  practice  of  distribut- 
ing the  proceeds  of  tiie  taxes  among  the  States, 
by  an  opposite  we ;  and  declared  his  own  firm 
and  strenuous  opposition  to  the  principle  of 
such  distribution.  He  sta^  that  the  revenue 
from  the  pablio  lands  was  distingnished  from 
all  other  revenue  by  the  language  of  the  con- 
(titatim,  and  <tf  the  deeds  «f  oession,  which 


gave  e»dasive  and  unlimited  power  to  Con- 
gress over  the  public  lands,  and  which  was  not 
given  over  any  other  revenue.  This  view  was 
supported  by  the  opinions  of  some  of  the  ablest 
of  our  constitutional  lawyers ;  and  if  it.  was 
correct,  the  argument,  therefore,  that  the  di- 
vision of  this  revenue  would  lead  to  the  division 
of  all  the  surplus  revenue,  he  did  not  consider 
as  sustiunable.  He  adverted  to  the  argument 
that  the  distribution  of  the  gross  proceeds 
would  be  a  distribution  in  part  of  revenue 
from  otiier  souross,  and  stated  that  the  bill  au- 
thorized the  divinon  of  the  net  proceeds  only. 
He  detailed  what  wonld  be  the  deductions 
made  by  the  accounting  ofScers  nnder  tbe  bill, 
when  they  determined  the  amount  of  the  pro- 
ceeds applicable  to  division.  The  net  amount 
of  chaises  on  the  annual  sales  of  the  public 
lands  did  not,  he  believed,  exceed  fonr  per 
cent.  He  hoped  that  the  question  of  distriha- 
tion wonld  be  settled,  and  in  such  manner  as 
to  redonnd  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
every  State,  and,  of  consequence,  of  the  whole 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HjLTVB  briefly  replied  on  the  subject  of 
the  discriminatirai  between  the  revenoe  fivm 
the  public  lands  and  from  other  souraes,  and 
contended  that  if  the  oonstructitm  of  the  genr 
tieman  fhmi  Kentucky  was  correct,  there  was 
no  limitation  to  the  powers  of  the  General 
Qovemmeat:  and  they  might  be  exercised 
under  a  wild  discretion,  the  extent  of  which 
oould  not  be  anticipated  or  controlled.  He 
asserted  that  there  ought  not  to  be  any  surplus 
money  in  the  Treasury,  but  that  care  should  be 
token  to  regulate  the  taxes  so  as  to  have  no  un- 
necwsary  amount  in  the  Treasury.  He  denied 
that  he  was  anxious  to  increase  the  revenue 
from  the  public  lands.  He  was  willing  to  plaoe 
them  on  a  fair  and  equitable  ground. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  HATire*8  mo- 
tion, and  decided  as  follows : 

TiAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Bnckner, 
Ellis,  Grnndr,  Hajne,  Hill,  Eaoe,  King,  Mangum, 
Karcy,  HiUer,  Moore,  BoMnson,  Smith,  Tasew^ 
Troup,  Tjler,  Wbite-^I. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  FreUnghuysen, 
Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnaton,  Knight,  Naudaio, 
Poindexter,  Freatiss,  Robbins,  Buggies,  Seytoour, 
Stsbee,  Sprague,  Tipton,  TomUosoa,  Waggamau, 
Webster,  WiikiDS~26. 

Mr.  Skith  moved  tbat  the  Senate  now  ad- 
journ. Negatived — yeas  16,  nays  83. 

The  question  now  being  on  the  proposition 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  strike  ont 
all  the  sections  which  authorize  the  distribn- 
tion  amcmg  the  States,  and  the  re»dae  of  the 
bill,  1^9  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Tiiit. — ^Messrs,  Beaton,  Mbb,  Brown,  Boekner, 
Ellis,  Forsyth,  Orundy,  Hayae.  Hill,  Kane,  King, 
Mangnm,  Miller,  Moore,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tasewwl, 
Tipton,  Troup,  Tyler,  White— 21. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  C^yton, 
Diekenoo,  Dudley,  Ewiog,  foot,  FrdUighnyaen, 
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Hendrioki,  ^obnea,  Johnston,  Knight,  Kwoy,  Naa- 
didn,  Poindexter,  Preottes,  Robtdni,  Bey- 
moor,  Bilahee,  ^ngoe,  TomUiioon,  Wii^oinu, 
Webster,  WUUu— 26. 

Ut.  Benton  then  moved  to  introdace  an  ad- 
ditional section  to  reduce  the  price  of  pablic 
lands  to  one  dollar  per  acre,  and  of  all  which 
have  been  above  Bve  years  in  market,  fifty 
cents  per  acre. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Kutb,  the  question  was 
divided,  and  was  first  taken  on  the  first  branch 
of  the  amendment,  and  n^tived,  as  follows : 

TEAfl.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buok- 
ner,  Ellis,  Grundy,  Bayne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  UBDXiim,  Hoore,  Poindexter,  Robinsoii,6oiUh, 
Tazewell,  %pton,  Troup,  Whlte~21 

Kats.— Messrs.  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dallas, 
PickeraOD,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelmg- 
huysen.  Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Marcy,  Miller, 
Kautkin,  PrenUss,  Robbins,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Sis- 
bee,  Sy^oe,  ^nalinsoa,  Tyler,  Waggamao,  Web- 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
bnmoh  of  the  amendnient^  and  aim  negatived, 
aafi^owa: 

Teas.— Hessra.  Beaton,  Bibb,  Backner,  El^ 
Forsyth,  Orundy,  Hayne,  HendrirlcB,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  Mangum,  Hoore,  Poindexter,  ttoblnaoii,  Smith, 
Tasewell,  Tipton,  Troup,  White — SO. 

Sayb. — Messrs.  BeU,  Brown,  Chambers,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Eiring,  Foot, 
Frelingbaysen,  Hdmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Maroy, 
Miller,  Nawldo,  PrentUs,  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Sey^ 
moor,  SOsbee,  wagtie,  TomUnion,  Tyler,  Waggap 
man,  Webster,  Wilkiiifr— 28. 


Satubdxt,  July  7> 

The  VioE  Fbbsidekt  informed  the  Ben- 
ate  tJiat  he  sbonld  not  resome  his  seat  in  the 
BenatCj  and  expressed  his  wish  that  the  Sena- 
tors might  have  a  safe  return  to  their  families. 

At  huf-past  sereo  the  Benate  a^onmed. 


KONDAT,  Jn]^  9. 

The  Yloe  President  not  appearing,  the  Sen- 
ate vas  called  to  order  by  the  Secretary,  when, 
on  motion  of  Ifr.  Ohambkbs,  the  Seiute  pro- 
oeeded  to  the  ctocti<m  cS  a  Preridemt  jhv  Um. 

Ur.  TAxnmx  was  declared  to  be  only  eteot- 
ed,  and  was  oondaoted  to  tbe  ofaair  Mr. 
Sum 

7^  Tarif—SedueUon  o/J)utie$. 

.The  hill  in  alteration  of  the  several  a^  im- 
podng  dudes  on  imports  havins  been  read  the 
third  time,  the  question  was,  ^  BbaH  this  bill 
pass!" 

Ur,  Gbuitot  said  be  had  been  exceedingly 
detdrons  that  some  bill  thonld  pass  at  this  ses- 
sion, that  would  relieve  the  public  burdens,  and 
in  BMoe  d^ree  restore  quiet  to  an  extnted  aeo- 
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tion  of  the  ooontry.  Under  tiiese  fSsdJnga,  li« 
was  willing  to  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  came  frmn 
the  House  of  BepresentatiTeB ;  bat,  in  its  pres- 
ent shape,  he  could  not  now  vote  for  it  On 
acoouDt  of  the  many  amendments  made  oa 
Saturday,  it  was  impossible  for  him,  at  the  late 
hour  at  whidi  the  question  on  t^e  third  read- 
ing was  taken,  to  arrive  at  such  a  result  as  to 
be  fully  informed  of  the  effects  of  the  bill,  and, 
therefore,  unwilling  to  put  it  ont  of  his  power 
to  vote  finally  for  the  biQ,  if  he  could,  on  ex- 
amination,  approve  it  he  bad  voted  fer  the 
third  reeding.  He  had  since  obtatoed  snffidmit 
infonnalitm  to  satisfy  him  tiiat  lite  bill  «ve  no 
relief;  that  it  contained  nothing  calculated  to 
allay  the  exdtement  that  existed  against  the 
tariff  system ;  and  that,  in  some  instanoes,  it 
went  beyond  the  present  tariff.  He  was,  thne- 
fore,  compelled  to  vote  agmnst  the  bill. 

Mr.  Ha.tbk  said  he  mT^  throw  himself  npon 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  state  tlie  rea- 
sons whidi  ahould  indooe  him  to  vote  i^jidnat 
the  bill. 

I  am 'wen  aware,  said  Kr.  H.,  that  nothing 
that  can  be  now  said  can  have  the  slightest 
effect  on  the  votes  of  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side ;  and  I  know  that  t^  House,  at  this  lata 
period  of  the  session,  is  too  impadent  of  dday 
to  admit  of  protracted  discussion  on  any  ques- 
tion. Still  I  indulge  the  hope  that  they  will 
consent  to  hear  what  I  promise  them  shall  con- 
east  of  little  more  than  a  bare  statement  of  my 
otjections  to  tiie  bill.  I  am  opposed  to  the  biU 
in  its  present  shape.  Mr.  Pre^dent,  because  it 
contains  all  the  ol^eota«iable  features  of  the 
existing  tariff. 

It  recognizes  the  protecting  system  as  **  tbe 
settled  policy  of  the  country."  Ever  since  the 
commencement  of  this  system,  firom  the  year 
1816,  nay,  firom  the  befdnning  <rf  the  war  to 
the  present  time,  there  lias  uways  e]dBted  in 
the  aotnal  oon&tion  of  t^ie  oountry  some  rea- 
BOHj  or  a  plausible  excuse,  for  a  system  of  high 
duties.  During  the  war  we  wanted  money  to 
carry  it  on ;  and  after  the  peace,  the  enormous 
public  debt  whtdi  was  left  upon  our  hands  ren- 
dered high  dntiea  indispensable  to  enable  the 
country  to  ftalfll  its  obligations.  I  will  not  say 
that  all  the  duties  imp^ed  were  necessary  to 
revenue,  but  I  will  fearlessly  assert  that,  but 
for  the  demands  on  the  Tr«iBury,  the  syebem 
of  high  doti^  whioh  have  acted  so  powerfnlly 
for  the  protection  of  manufactures,  would 
never  have  been  eatabliahed,  and  etnld  not, 
possibly,  have  been  m^ntained  for  a  rii^le 
year.  Tlie  suooessive  tariflfo  of  1816, 1894,  and 
1828,  owed  tlieir  existence  to  the  ocmdition  d 
the  country  in  relation  io  the  public  debt,  and 
the  manufacturers  had  very  adroitly  connected 
a  protection  to  their  industry  with  the  collec- 
tion of  revenue  for  the  redemption  of  the  pnb- 
Uo  &ith.  Bat  now  that'  the  debt  is  about  to 
be  paid,  and  a  demand  on  the  Treasury  for 
twelve  millions  of  dollars  per  annum  is  about 
to  be  entirely  removed,  a  new  and  most  intet- 
esting  question  arises,  whether  the  protection 
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<tf  manofaoturee  is  to  be  made  a  distinct  and 
nbetantiva  objeot  of  legidatioa ;  and  whether 
tazeai,  do  longer  neceaaary  for  a&y  legitimate 
pnblio  object,  are  to  be  levied,  merely  for  the 
porpose  of  affording  proteotiop  to  the  maaofiu}- 
torera.  It  will  be  seen  at  a  glanoe  that  this 
qaestiion  calls  upon  ns  to  take  a  new  and  most 
important  step  in  the  legislation  of  the  conn- 
try.  It  will  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  tiiat,  bnt 
for  the  claims  of  the  mannfaotorerB  of  wool- 
lens, cottons,  and  iron,  the  duties  on  these  arti- 
cles wonld  now  be  rednced  to  fifteen  per  cent. ; 
and  if  they  are  to  be  kept  ap  to  fifty,  sixt?,  or 
one  handred  per  cent,  it  wUl  not  be  beoaose 
the  pablio  want  the  money,  but  beoaose  the 
introdoction  of  the  fbfdgn  artielea,  at  a  low 
rate  of  dntj,  would  inteiwre  with,  or,  aa  gen- 
tlemen win  have  it,  prostrate  tliis  branon  of 
onr  domestic  industry.  The  standard  which 
genUemen  propose  on  this  subject,  is  not  the 
wants  of  the  Treasury,  bnt  what  they  are 
pleased  to  call  adequate  protection  to  the  man- 
nfaoturers.  It  most  be  oovious,  therefore,  that 
to  adjust  the  tariff  on  the  plan  now  proposed, 
is  distinctly  to  recognize  the  principle  of  pro- 
tection as  the  settled  policy  of  the  country — a 
principle  to  which  I  can  never  give  my  consent 
m  any  shape.  Let  me  not,  on  this  point,  be 
misunderstood.  I  am  no  enony  to  the  mann- 
faotnrera.  I  would  not  destroy  them  if  I 
eonld.  Of  tfaia  I  think  I  have  s^ven  abnndaut 
evidence  in  the  ipixa  I  proposed  at^the  begin- 
idng  of  the  aesdoo,  for  uie  eetUement  of  this 
neat  qoestion.  The  resolution  which  I  had 
Uio  honor  to  submit  as  an  amendment  to  that 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (litr.  Out,) 
was,  in  substance,  a  proposition  to  reduce  the 
revenue,  after  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
to  the  wants  of  the  country.  I  proposed  to  do 
this  on  principles  of  perfect  Justice  and  ©qual- 
ity, and  to  guard  ag^nat  any  shock  to  the 
mann&otnrers,  by  a  sudden  reduction  of  the 
dnties  to  tlie  lowest  revenue  etaudard.  I  de- 
clared my  entire  willingness  that  this  rednotion 
ahould  M  gradual,  and  spread  over  several 
years.  I  was  perfectly  willing,  provided  the 
duties  should  be  finally  brought  down  to  the 
revenue  etandard,  that  gentiemen  should  almost 
take  their  own  time  for  the  accomplishment  of 
the  oliject  Nor  did  this  ]^ropoeitlon  involve 
the  alightest  sacrifice  of  pnooiple;  for  it  en- 
tered into  my  plan,  tiiat  tne  debt  should  spread 
over  several  years,  so  that  the  duties  should  be 
brought  down  to  tne  proper  point,  on  the  final 
extinction  of  that  debt  Sir,  according  to  this 
plajL  the  manufacturers  would  have  enjoyed  an 
incidental  protection  equal  to  the  amount  of 
duties  necessary  for  revenue.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  how  far  the  reduction  on  the  pro- 
tected artides  would,  under  this  system,  have 
been  carried.  I  presume  that  fifteen  or  twenty 
pw  cent  ad  wuorem  would  have  been  found, 
eventoally,  enfflcieut  for  all  purpoaes.  This,  as 
it  seems  to  me,  would,  with  cnarges,  freight, 
and  iosnranoe,  have  amounted  to  a  protection 
<tf  at  least  thirtj-three  and  a  third  per  cent. } 
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and  it  has  always  appeared  to  me  that  %  with 
a  permanent  proteetum  <tf  one-tldril  ot  the 
oost  of  the  article  in  the  home  market,  onr 
manufacturers  cannot  enter  into  a  sucoeasfhl 
competition  with  the  foreign,  they  must  be  en- 
gaged in  a  pursuit  most  onprofiteble  to  the 
country,  and  the  sooner  it  is  abandoned,  the 
better  for  all  parties  concerned. 

Ky  next  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  it  con- 
tuns  the  minimums  and  the  specific  duties.  I 
have  already  stated  >at  large  my  objection  to 
this  feature  in  the  bill,  and  will  not  now  repeat 
what  I  then  said.  I  will  only  here  add,  as  an 
Additional  objection,  that  the  minimmns  and 
q»eetfic  dutiee  oreate  a  peroetually  inoreasing 
tax  on  the  articles  embraoed  by  ^m.  It  re- 
quirea  no  aivnment  to  show  that  a  tax  of  eight 
cents  a  yard  on  cottons  omting  sixteen  centa, 
which  is  a  tax  of  only  fifty  per  cent.,  becomes 
one  hundred  per  cent.,  when  the  article  is  re- 
duced to  eight  cents ;  and  such  reductions 
have,  for  years  past,  been  going  on,  aa  we  all 
know,  in  relation  to  every  article  included 
under  the  minimnm  principle.  I  regard  the 
recognition  of  this  odious  principle  in  the  bill 
now  before  the  Senate,  as  a  lasting  eeteblisb- 
ment  of  the  prohibitory  system  in  this  country. 
The  minimums  on  cottons  were  at  first  intro- 
duced for  the  purpose  of  encourapng  the  pro- 
dnetioo  of  coarse  cottons.  We  are  told  that  it 
has  been  completely  successful;  tiiat  it  te  no 
longer  neoessary  to  protection ;  and  yet  the 
system  is  m^ntained  inviol^e,  becanse,  as  gen- 
tiemen  insist,  it  has  no  operation.  The  mini- 
mums, then,  are  to  be  introduced  to  build  up  a 
manufacture,  and  are  to  be  retuned  to  estab- 
lish a  monopoly ;  for  if  gentiemen  refuse  to 
abolish  Uiem  in  relation  to  coarse  cottons,  we 
can  never,  hereafter,  expect  to  have  them  abol- 
ished in  any  case  whatever. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  H.  said  that  to  his  mind 
it  was  perfectly  clear  that  this  bill,  in  its  pres- 
ent (Awe,  had  not  a  rinf^e  feature  to  recom- 
mend it  to  the  favOT  of  any  but  the  ftst 
friends  of  the  American  system.  It  is  n^er 
more  nor  less  than  the  resolnjlon  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  reduced  to  the  form  of  a 
law.  It  takes  off  the  duties  altcgethw  from 
almost  the  entire  mass  of  the  unprotected  arti- 
cles, snch  AS  tea,  coffee,  quoes,  fknits,  and  a 
hundred  otiier  artidea  of  luxury,  and  rednoes 
them  to  almost  nothing  on  silks  and  wines, 
while  it  leaves  the  protected  articles  almost  un- 
touched, or  with  additional  burdens  thrown 
upon  them.  In  tiiis  view  of  the  case,  it  affords 
no  relief  whatever  to  the  South.  It  only  ag- 
gravates the  ii^nstice  of  which  we  complain. 
It  throws  the  whole  burden  of  federal  taxation  on 
the  very  artiolee  the  dnties  npon  which  operate 
as  a  tax  on  Southern  capital  and  labor,  and  as  a 
bounty  upon  the  industry  and  capital  of  an- 
other section  of  the  TTniMi.  The  passage  of 
such  a  bill  as  this  would  only  be  regarded  aa 
the  consummation  of  the  protecting  policy.  It 
leaves  no  hope  for  the  fiitore.  It  must  rivet 
upon  the  country,  irretrievablr  and  forever,  a 
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fl^steiD  whicb  he  did  most  conscientiously  be- 
lieve was  hostile  to  the  general  welfare — ut- 
terly Tmcoostitutional — and  destructtTe  of  the 
best  interests  and  dearest  rights  of  the  planta- 
tion States.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
had  expressed  a  hope— doubtless  most  sincerely 
entertained — that  ^e  Sonth  would  receive  this 
bill  as  a  peaoe-offering,  Ibnnded  on  ooooeasion 
and  compromiae ;  and  he  had  kindly  towered 
bi«  advloe  that  we  abonld  go  h<nne,  sod  aaj  to 
our  oonstituenta  that  we  had  aoo(»nplbhed  all 
that  we  bad  a  right  to  expect ;  that  our  grtev- 
ances  were  rednsaed;  and  thus  t2te  country 
would  be  once  more  restored  to  harmony  ami 
peace.  Let  me  tell  that  gentleman,  sir,  that  if^ 
with  my  oonvictiona  of  the  true  character  oi 
this  bill,  I  could  go  to  my  constitaenta  with  such 
laoi^oge  on  my  lips,  I  shoold  go  home  with 
a  lie  in  my  month."  Ko,  sir  t  when  I  speak 
on  BQoh  a  sat\{ect,  I  shall  speak  the  honest  con- 
-^Uous  of  my  mind ;  and  shall  be  constrained, 
however  relncteotly,  to  declare,  as  I  now  do  in 
the  presence  of  this  Hooae,  niy  oonntry,  and 
my  God,  that  the  American  system  has  become 
the  settled  policy  of  tbe  country;  that  the 
hopes  of  the  South  are  at  an  end ;  and,  as  far 
as  their  pro^rity  is  dependent  on  federal  leg- 
islation, their  ruin  sealed. 

Mr.  ]  Bbown  said,  before  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  final  passage  ot  the  bill  then  un- 
der consideration,  he  felt  that  it  was  due  to 
those  whom  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent in  that  body,  and  likewise  to  himselL  to 
explain  the  motives  which,  on  the  most  delib- 
ei-ate  consideraljon,  wonld  induce  him  to  vote 
in  opposition  to  Ha  hilL  niia  he  would  do  in 
a  very  ftw  words.  If  the  question  had  been 
brou^t  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  in 
the  form  of  a  bill,  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
Burion,  he  shoold  have  avuled  himself  of  the 
oooauon  to  have  expreeaed  bis  views  generally 
on  a  solyect  of  such  deep  and  momentons  in- 
terest to  the  country.  To  consume  time  in 
nnprofltabie  discuasion  at  that  advanced  period 
of  the  session,  wonld  be  as  little  in  accordance 
with  his  feelmgs,  as  it  wonld  be  respectful  to 
the  body  which  he  addressed.  He  had  felt  tiie 
most  aoxioos  solicitude  that  some  a^nstment 
of  ttus  question,  dictated  by  a  n^t  of  oon<»lia> 
tion,  should  be  made  before  toe  a^ioummeDt 
of  Oongress.  Inflnenoed  by  a  sj^t  of  that 
kind,  be  had  come  to  the  determination  to  vote 
for  the  bill  which  had  passed  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, unless  made  more  objectionable  by 
amendments  in  the  Senate.  He  admitted  tliat 
the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives,  stopped  for,  very  far,  short  of  reduc- 
ing the  revenue  to  that  standard  which  the 
condition  of  our  fiscal  afiurs  required,  and 
which  justice  to  a  large  portion  of  the  Union 
demanded.  Bat  it  prop<Med  a  rednotion,  and, 
from  the  beet  examination  he  had  been  able  to 
l^ve  to  the  sul^eot,  a  substantial  rednotion,  on 
a  number  of  artides  which  entered  extenuvdy 
into  llie  oonsnmption  of  the  whole  agrioulttu^ 
porti(Hi  (MF  the  bouthem  States,  It  had  been 
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said  by  one  honorable  Senator,  in  the  course  at 
this  debate,  that  voting  for  tbe  bill,  as  it  came 
from  the  House,  wonld  concede  the  constito- 
tionat  right  of  the  Government  to  protect  man- 
nfactnres.  He  (Mr.  B.)  viewed  the  subject  in 
a  very  different  light.  He  had  yet  to  leam 
npon  what  principle  it  was  unconstitutional  to 
vote  for  a  biU  duninishing  iha  hardens  of  his 
constituents^  and  tt^  of  whiob  wonld  be 
to  mitigate  the  evils  of  tlie  system.  Inupress- 
ing  his  intention  to  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  came 
firom  tbe  House,  he  wished  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  he  should  not  have  supported 
it  as  a  measure  of  compromise.  They  had  no 
authority  to  compromise  tbe  ri^ts  of  th^ 
constituents  on  great  que^ons  deeply  affecting 
their  interests.  Nor  wonld  he,  if  he  possessed 
the  authority,  exercise  it  in  reference  to  this 
question. 

He  was  hostile,  on  prmciple,  to  the  whole 
protecting  system ;  and,  while  he  was  h<aK»ed 
witii  a  seat  in  that  body,  he  would  oonMbnte 
Ub  humUe  efffflrts,  aa.  all  proper  oeoasion^  to 
eradicate  from  onr  laws  a  prmciple  whidi  he 
believed  incompatible  with  the  enlightened 
spirit  of  the  age,  and  of  free  Government.  This 
mnch  he  had  deemed  it  his  doty  to  in  ref- 
erence to  the  bUl  as  it  came  from  tbe  House. 
He  would  now  assign,  in  a  very  few  words,  tbe 
reasons  which  would  influence  him  to  vote 
agunst  it,  as  amended  by  the  Senate.  The 
amendments  had,  in  his  opinion,  destroyed 
whatever  of  value  was  contained  in  the  bill  by 
inoreafflng  the  daties  on  the  protected  articles ; 
and  he  viewed  its  passage,  in  its  present  atisp^ 
aa  Bubatantiall^  re-enacting  some  of  the  most 
obnoxioos  features  of  the  tariff  of  1828. 

He  must  be  permitted,  with  great  defnenoe 
to  the  opinions  of  the  m^ority  of  the  Senate 
who  thought  differentiy,  to  express  his  regret 
that  any  addition  had  been  made  to  the  rate  of 
duties  proposed  by  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives:  To  that  body  the  constitu- 
tion bad  peculiarly  given  the  power  to  ori^ate 
bills  on  tbe  delicate  and  interesting  question  of 
taxation.  It  emanated  directiy  from  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  and  was  presumed  to  rep- 
resent fairly  their  wishes  in  relation  to  that 
subject ;  and  it  had,  by  a  most  dedded  minor- 
ity, expressed  its  opinion  in  fiiVOT  of  a  reduction 
or  duties.  The  extracarcUnary  spectacle  was 
presented  in  our  county  of  ooutlnoing  a  oyston 
of  unjust-  and  oppressive  taxation,  not  called 
for  by  the  exigencies  of  the  nation,  but  to  ben- 
efit a  few  monopolists.  He  hoped  that  the  jus- 
tice, iotelligence,  and  patriotism  of  the  people 
would  correct  mis  evil,  and  save  tiie  Union 
from  the  disastrous  consequences  wWch  were 
likely  to  result  firom  persevering  in  such  a  sys- 
tem. 

Mr.  Out  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply, 
when 

Tbe  question  was  taken,  and  the  bill  was 
passed  by  the  following  vote : 

Tbas.— Mmbts.  Bell,  Benton,  Bnokner,  Chamber*, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Dallas,  Oickeison,  Dodlej,  Ewiog, 
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Foot,  F^oUnghnyseD,  Hendricki,  HiU,  Holmes,  Jobn- 
Mon,  Koigbt.  Uurej,  NMdain,  PrentiM,  Robbing, 
BobinsoD,  Ruggles,  SeTmonr,  KM>ee,  Smith, 
Spngue,  Tipton,  Tomliiisoti,  WftggBman,  Webster, 
"Wmuns— 32. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Gruo- 
Aj,  Hayne,  Esne,  King,  Hsngum,  Miller,  Moore, 
Pwndexter,  Tazewell,  Ttonp,  Tjler,  White — 16. 


TtnsDAT,  July  10. 

2^  Banl  Veto. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  Uoited  States,  retamiog  the  act  to  mod- 
ify aod  contiiiae  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
mbsoribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Dmted  States, 
wiUi  his  otfjections  to  ttie  samft* 


*  Tbe  TOMuiM  f\na  bf  tte  FnaUeiit  fx  ntnralns  tiu  act 
witb  Uaol^MtlMMtfflt,  wen,  BMaiMill]r,iBfiM  greater  part, 
Ika  laaM  whteh  had  been  nrgad  to  ttw  elaboiata,  and  ofUn 
nsunliig  and  long-ooitttainad  preTiona  dlseoMtoiu  on  tiie 
grant,  or  nu«vil  of  the  charter,  and  whieh  appear  In  thli 
and  preoedlog  TOlamee  of  thb  abrfdgueat;  bat  there  wu 
ODe  among  them  of  a  new  kind,  growing  oat  of  tfae  deoMon 
of  the  Baprome  Conrt  at  the  United  State*  In  IhTor  a  the 
ooDitttQtloiiali^of  tha  Baiik,1>jwhlahdNtolaB  hereAind 
lo  be  bonnd,  and  in  which  It  to  right  to  glra  Ua  own  wordi, 
aefoUowi: 

It  ta  maintained  hr  tbe  adroeates  of  the  bank,  that  Its 
conatltationallir.  In  ul  Ite  fbatnrei,  oaght  to  be  considered 
u  eettled  by  pmedent,  and  bj  tbe  decUlon  of  the  Baprame 
Coort  To  tUieondoilonleannotaeeent  Here  preoedeot 
Is  e  dongerooi  aoaroB  of  authority,  and  shoald  not  be  regard- 
ed as  deddf  ng  qnoiUone  of  const!  to  tlonal  power,  except  where 
the  acQaleaoenoe  of  the  pecqtle  and  the  Btatee  can  be  consid- 
ered u  well  settled.  Bo  &r  from  this  being  the  case  on  this 
sabjeet,  an  argument  against  the  bank  might  be  based  on 
preoedent  One  Coogrees,  Inint.deoliledla  bverof  abank; 
another.  In  ISll,  decided  ogainrt  It  One  Coogrees,  In  1815, 
decided  against  a  bank;  another.  In  1BI6,  decided  In  its  Of 
Tor.  Prior  to  the  present  Congress,  tborefore,  the  preoedanta 
drawn  ftom  that  eonroe  were  eqaol.  If  we  resort  to  the 
Btatsa,  the  expresslona  of  legtsUtlve,  JadlclaL  and  ezecutiTe 
opinlona  against  the  bank  have  been,  probablr,  to  those  In 
its  ftTor,  as  fbnr  to  od&  There  la  nothing  In  precedent, 
therefore,  wbleh.  If  its  anthoritf  were  admitted,  oo^t  to 
weMi  In  Ihvor  of  the  act  belbre  me. 

If  the  oi^nlon  of  the  Bnprema  Conrt  eoTared  the  whole 
groand  of  this  act.  It  ongfat  not  to  control  tfae  co-ordinate 
aatboriUee  of  tbia  Govenunent  The  CongroM,  tbe  Ezecn- 
tire,andtbe  oo art,  most  each  fi^r  Itself  be  galded  by  Its  own 
opinion  of  the  oonstltatlon.  Each  poblle  olBoer  who  takes 
an  oath  to  aopport  the  oonstltatlon,  swears  that  be  wlU  sop- 
port  it  u  he  nnderstanda  it,  and  not  as  It  Is  nnderstood  by 
othera  It  toaa  mnoh  the  dnt7  of  the  Honse  of  Sepreeenta- 
tlTee,  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  President  to  decide  npon  the 
conBtltutlottalltrof  anjbUI  or  resolntlon  whlob  majroe  pre- 
sented to  them  for  passage  or  approral,  as  It  la  of  the  sn- 

fireme  Jodarea,  when  It  may  be  bron^t  before  tbem  fbr 
odlcisl  dedalon.  The  opinion  of  the  Jndges  has  no  more 
anthoritf  over  Congress  than  the  opinion  of  Congresa  has 
oyer  the  Jndgee;  and  on  that  point  the  Prealdont  k  inde- 
pendent of  both.  Theauthorltfof  the  BapremeOoort  most 
not,  therefore,  be  permitted  to  eootrol  the  Coneresa  or  the 
EieouUve,  when  acting  in  their  legislative  capHCltles,  bnt  to 
have  onl7  sneh  Infloenoe  as  the  tbnse  of  their  reaaonlng  may 
deserve. 

Bnt,  in  the  cose  relied  npon,  tbe  Snpreme  Conrt  have  not 
decided  that  all  thefeataras  of  thla  corporation  are  compati- 
ble with  the  constltnUon.  It  la  trae  that  the  conrt  have 
said  that  the  law  IneorooraUng  the  bank  Is  a  constltntlonal 
exerdsa  of  power  by  Congrees.  Bnt  taking  into  view  tbe 
whole  opinion  of  the  conrt,  and  the  reasoning  by  which  tho7 
have  come  to  that  eonolosloB,  I  nnderstand  them  to  have 
decided  thai  Inasmacb  as  a  bank  la  an  impropriate  meiuia 
tar  eanying  into  elfeot  the  ennmerated  powers  of  the  Oen- 
•nl  Oovemment,  ttkcrefora  the  law  incorporating  it  is  in  ac- 
Mrdaaea  with  that  pravlslou  of  the  ooauitatloB  which  de> 
alani  that  GonooM  ahoU  taara  powar  "to  maka  all  lawa 
Tou£U-88 


Mr.  Wbbstbb  sud  that  the  coastitntion 
made  it  the  daty  of  the  Honse  to  which  sach 
communication  was  made,  on  receipt  of  it^ 
to  oaose  it  to  be  recorded  at  length  on  ita 
journals,  and  then  solemnly  to  take  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  act  ahall  become  a  law,  tho 
Preeiduit's  ot^eotions  to  the  oontrary  notwith- 
fltanding.  The  ooDStltution  preacrihea  that  the 
House  shall  proceed  to  this  dedrioti  tfaermpon. 
It  was  the  pract^  of  Oongress  to  give  a  proper 
time  for  the  transcript  of  the  Messfige,  and  for 
a  respeotflil  couBideration  of  the  uubject.  In 
cases  of  less  importance,  it  was  t^e  custom  to 
proceed  immediately  to  the  dooision.  But,  in 
this  case,  it  was  respectful  to  the  President,  to 
the  length  of  the  paper  which  had  l>een  read, 
to  tfae  high  character  of  the  various  topics 
which  it  embraced,  and  to  the  general  impor- 
tance of  the  subject,  that  tbe  Senate  should 
assi^  such  day  and  lunr  for  taking  the  Message 
into  consideration,  as  wonld  be  agreoable  nnder 
the  existing  dronmstancea.  fwsominx  that 
the  presiding  officer  wonld  direct  Uie  Message 
to  be  entered  on  the  journals,  he  would  now 
move  to  postpone  tbe  further  oonsiderataon  <d 
this  ccmmumoation  until  eleven  o^clook  to-mor- 
row. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


'WKDzrBra>i,T,  July  11. 
The  Bank  Veto. 

The  boor  deven  having  arrived,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  the  oondOOTation  of  the  bill 
for  renewing  and  mo^fying  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  the  Message 
of  the  Preradent  of  the  United  States,  assigning, 
his  reasons  for  refiisiag  to  improve  and  sign 
the  same.  And  the  question  being  on  passing 
tiib  bill,  said  objections  notwithstanding, 

Mr.  WiBSTKB  rose,  and  addressed  the  Senate 
as  follows : 

Mr.  President,  no  one  will  deny  the  high  im- 

whleh  ahall  be  naeaasaiT  and  proper  for  carrying  those  pow- 
ers Into  exeeoUon."  Having  saUsfled  tbemaelves  that  the 
word  "neotiaary,"  In  the  oonatltntlon,  means  **  needfU," 
■*  requisite,"  "  eaeentUl,"  "  oondndve  to,**  and  that  "  a  bank  " 
to  a  convenient,  a  nsenil,  and  essantlai  Instrument  In  tbe 
pTCeecntion  of  the  Government's  "fiscal  operaUono,"  they 
oondnde  that  to  "nae  one  most  be  within  the  discretion  of 
Congreas;"  and  that  "  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Bonk  <tf  the 
United  Btatee,  to  a  tow  made  In  pnnnance  of  the  oonstlta- 
Uon."  **  Bat,"  my  they,  **  where  tho  tow  to  not  prohibited 
and  to  reall  J  calcnUted  to  effect  any  of  the  objects  introsted 
to  the  Government,  to  undertake  nere  to  Inanire  Into  the 
degree  of  Its  neoessi^,  wonld  be  to  pass  the  Una  which  dr- 
onmaeribes  the  JadlcU  department,  and  lo  tread  on  legtola- 
Ore  ground." 

Tbe  principle,  here  afflnned,  la,  that  the  "d^p^  oflto  ne- 
eeaalt;,^  involving  all  the  detoUs  of  a  bonking  Institntlon, 
Is  a  qneatioo  excdaslvely  for  legisUUve  consideration.  A 
bank  la  eonstltutlonal ;  bat  It  to  the  province  of  the  legtola- 
tnre  to  determine  whether  thla  or  that  partlenlar  power, 

Erlvil^B,  or  exemption,  Is  "  neoesaarj  ana  proper  "  to  ena- 
le  the  iMUik  to  alscborKe  Ito  duties  to  the  GoTernment: 
and  from  their  decision  there  to  no  appeal  to  the  coarta  of 

Satlea.  Under  the  dedalon  of  the  Supreme  Court,  there- 
re,  it  Is  the  eiclnsive  provlnoe  of  Congress  and  the  Pred- 
dent  to  decide  whether  the  parUcntor  featurea  of  thto  act  are 
"necessary  and  proper,"  In  order  to  enabto  tbe  bank  to  per- 
form, eonveoientlf  and  el&oiently,  the  public  duties  assigned 
to  it  as  a  fiscal  agent,  and  therefore  eonstltational,  or  onne- 
aasaaqr  aad  impniMr,  aad  tharafiM*  anooBatltatloiiaL 
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portance  of  the  sabject  now  before  ns.  Con- 
gresa,  after  full  deliberation  and  dlscnsfflon,  has 
passed  a  bill  for  ezten^ng  the  duration  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  by  dec^ave  nufjort- 
ties  in  both  Hotues.  It  has  adi^ted  this  meas- 
ure not  until  ita  attention  bad  been  called  to 
the  subject  in  three  saooeaaive  annual  Hesnagea 
of  the  President.  The  bill  having  been  thus 
passed  hy  both  Honses,  and  having  been  duly 
presented  to  the  President,  instead  of  signing 
and  approving  it,  he  has  returned  it  with  ob- 
jections. These  objections  go  ag^nst  the 
whole  substance  of  the  law  originaUy  creating 
the  bank.  They  deny,  in  effect,  that  the  bank 
is  constitutionu ;  they  deny  that  it  is  exi>e- 
dient ;  they  deny  that  it  is  necessary  for  the 
public  service. 

It  ia  not  to  be  donbted  Qi&t  the  constitation 
SiveB  the  Prendent  the  power  which  he  baa 
now  eier<d8ed ;  but,  while  the  power  Is  admit- 
ted, the  grounds  upon  which  it  has  been  exert- 
ted  become  fit  snbjects  of  examination.  The 
constitution  makes  it  the  duty  of  Congress,  in 
cases  like  this,  to  reconsider  the  measure  which 
they  have  passed,  to  weigh  the  force  oi  the 
President's  objections  to  that  measure,  and  to 
take  a  new  vote  upon  the  question. 

Before  the  Senate  proceeds  to  this  second 
vote,  I  propose  to  make  some  remarks  upon 
these  objections.  And,  in  the  first  place,  it  is 
to  be  observed  that  they  are  such  aa  to  eztin- 
gnish  all  hope  that  the  present  bank,  or  any 
bank  at  all  resembling  it,  or  resembling  any 
known  similar  inatitation,  can  ever  receive  hu 
approbation.  He  states  no  torms,  no  qoaliflc*- 
tions,  no  conditions,  no  modifications,  which 
can  reconcile  him  to  the  essential  provisions  of 
the  existing  charter.  He  Is  against  the  bank, 
and  agunst  any  bank  constituted  in  a  manner 
known  either  to  this  or  any  other  country.  One 
advantage,  therefore,  is  certainly  obtained  by 
presenting  him  the  bilL  It  has  caused  his  sen- 
timents to  be  made  known.  There  is  no  longer 
any  mystery,  do  longer  a  contest  between  hope 
and  fear,  or  between  those  prophets  who  pre- 
dicted a  veto,  and  those  who  foretold  an 

CvaL  The  bill  ia  negatived ;  the  President 
assumed  the  resptmaibility  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  bank ;  and  the  country  must  pre- 
pare itself  to  meet  that  change  in  its  concerns, 
which  the  expiration  of  the  charter  will  pro- 
duce. Ur.  President,  I  will  not  conceal  my 
opinion  th^  the  aSlurs  of  this  country  are  ap- 
proaching an  important  and  dangerous  crisis. 
At  tiie  very  moment  of  almost  unparalleled 
generid  prosperity,  tiiere  appears  an  unaccount- 
able disposition  to  destroy  the  most  useful  and 
most  approved  institutions  of  the  GoYernment. 
Indeed,  it  seems  to  be  in  the  midst  of  all  this 
national  h^pinesa.  that  some  are  found  openly 
to  qaeation  the  advantages  of  the  constitntion 
itself ;  many  more  ready  to  embarraaa  the  exer-. 
oise  of  its  jnst  power,  weaken  ita  aathority,  and 
undermine  its  foundations.  How  far  these 
notions  may  be  carried,  it  ia  imposdble  yet  to 
•ay.  We  have  before  na  the  practical  reeolt  of 
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one  of  them.  The  bank  has  flallen,  or  is  to 
faU. 

It  is  now  certain  that;  without  a  change  in 
our  public  councils,  this  bank  will  not  be  ecu- 
tinned,  nor  will  any  other  be  eataUished,  wlucfa, 
according  to  the  general  sense  and  langnaee  of 
mankind,  can  be  entitled  to  tiie  name.  Intiuae 
years  and  nine  months  from  the  present  mo- 
ment, the  charter  of  the  bank  expires ;  within 
that  period,  therefore,  it  mast  wind  up  ita  con- 
cerns. It  must  call  in  its  debts,  withdraw  its 
bills  from  ciroolation,  and  cease  from  all  ita 
ordinary  operations.  All  thb  is  to  be  done  in 
three  years  and  nine  months ;  because,  although 
there  is  a  provision  in  the  charter  rendering  it 
lawful  to  use  the  corporate  name  for  two  year* 
^ter  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  yet  this  ia 
allowed  only  for  the  purpose  of  Bnit&  and  &r 
the  sale  of  the  estate  belonging  to  the  bank, 
and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever.  The  whow 
active  business  of  the  bank,  its  custody  of  pnb- 
lic  deposits,  its  transfers  of  public  moneys,  its 
dealing  in  exchange,  all  its  loans  and  discounts, 
and  all  its  issues  of  bills  for  circulation,  most 
cease  and  determine  on  or  before  the  Sd  day  of 
March,  1836 ;  and,  within  the  same  period,  its 
debts  must  be  collected,  as  no  new  contract  can 
be  made  with  it,  as  a  corporation,  for  the  re- 
newal of  loans,  or  discount  of  notes  or  bill^ 
after  that  time. 

The  President  is  of  opinion  that  this  time  is 
long  enough  to  dose  the  omoenu  of  the  insti- 
tution witiioat  inconvenience.  His  language 
is:  "The  time  allowed  the  bank  to  dose  its 
concerns  is  ample,  and,  if  it  has  been  well  man- 
aged, its  pressure  will  be  light,  and  heavy  only 
in  case  its  management  has  been  bad.  l(,  there- 
fore, it  shall  produce  distress,  the  fault  will  be 
its  own."  Sir,  this  is  all  no  more  than  general 
statement,  without  fact  or  argument  to  support 
it.  We  kno^  what  the  management  of  the 
bfuik  has  been^snd  we  know  the  present  state 
of  its  aSiurs.  We  can  judge,  therefore,  whether 
it  be  probable  that  its  capital  can  be  all  called 
in,  and  the  circulation  of  its  bills  withdrawn, 
in  three  years  and  nine  months,  by  any  discre- 
tion or  prudence  in  management,  without  wo- 
ducing  distress.  The  bank  has  discounted  lib- 
erally, in  coE^liance  with  the  wants  of  the 
community.  The  amount  due  to  it  on  loans 
and  discounts,  in  certain  large  dividona  of  the 
country,  is  great ;  so  great,  uiat  I  do  not  per- 
ceive how  any  man  can  believe  that  it  can  be 
pmd  within  the  time  now  limited,  without  dis- 
tress. Let  ns  look  at  known  facts.  Thir^ 
millions  of  the  capital  of  the  bank  are  now  on^ 
on  loans  and  discounts,  in  the  States  on  the 
Mississippi  and  its  waters :  ten  of  these  millions 
on  the  discount  of  bills  of  exchange,  foreign 
and  domestic,  and  twenty  millions  loaned  tm 
promissory  notes.  Now,  ur,  how  is  it  possible 
that  this  vast  amount  can  be  collected  in  ao 
short  a  period,  without  anffering,  by  any  man- 
agement whatever  t  We  are  to  remember  that 
when  the  collection  of  this  debt  begins,  at  that 
same  time  the  <*Tiat.ing  medium  of  paymenl^ 
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that  is,  the  circnlatioa  of  the  billa  of  the  bank, 
will  begin  also  to  be  restrained  and  withdrawn, 
OBd  thus  the  meana  of  payment  most  be  limited 
jnst  when  the  neoessity  of  making  payment  be- 
comes pressing.  The  whole  debt  is  to  be  paid, 
and  within  tbe  same  time  the  whole  circulation 
withdrawn. 

The  local  banks,  where  there  are  BQob,  will 
be  able  to  afford  little  assistance ;  because  ihej 
themselves  will  feel  a  fhll  share  of  the  pressure. 
Th^  will  not  be  in  a  oondiUon  to  extend  their 
disooaats;  but,  in  aU  probability,  obliged  to 
curtail  them.  Wheooe,  then,  are  the  means  to 
come  for  paying  this  debL  and  in  what  medium 
is  payment  to  be  made?  If  all  tliis  may  be 
done,  with  bat  alight  pressure  on  the  comma- 
idty,  what  course  of  conduct  is  to  accomplish 
it?  How  is  it  to  be  dooet  What  other  thirty 
millions  are  to  supply  the  place  of  these  thirty 
millions,  now  to  be  called  in?  What  other 
circulation  or  medium  of  payment  is  to  be 
adopted,  in  the  place  of  tbe  bills  of  the  bank  ? 
The  Uessage  following  a  singular  strain  of  ar- 
gument which  had  been  used  in  this  House,  has 
a  loud  lamentation  npon  the  sofferiog  of  the 
Western  States,  on  aooonnt  of  their  being 
obliged  to  pay  evea  interest  on  this  debt  This 
payment  of  interest  is,  itoel^  represented  as  ex- 
liausting  tbelr  means,  and  minons  to  their  pros- 
perity. But  if  the  interest  cannot  be  paid 
withont  pressure,  both  interest  and  pnnoi- 
p«l  be  paid  in  fonr  years  withont  pressare? 
Ilie  ^th  is,  the  interest  has  been  pdo,  is  paid, 
and  may  oontiane  to  be  paid  without  any  pres- 
sure at  aU;  because  the  money  borrowed  is 
profitably  employed  by  those  who  borrow  it, 
and  the  rate  of  interest  which  they  pay  is  at 
least  two  per  cent  tower  than  the  act^  value 
of  money  in  that  part  of  the  country.  But  to 
pay  the  whole  principal  in  leas  than  four  years, 
lodng,  at  the  same  time,  tb»  existing  and  bo- 
onstomed  means  and  fiwiliUes  of  payment  cre- 
ated by  the  bank  itself,  and  to  do  this  without 
extreme  embarrassment,  withont  absolute  dis- 
tress, is,  in  my  judgment  impossible.  X  hesi- 
tate not  to  say,  that  oa  this  veto  travels  to  the 
West,  it  will  depreciate  the  value  of  every 
man's  property,  from  the  Atlantic  Stetes  to  the 
capital  of  HissourL  Its  effects  will  be  felt  in 
the  price  of  lauds,  the  great  and  leading  article 
of  Western  property ;  in  the  price  of  crops ; 
in  the  products  of  Labor ;  in  the  repression  of 
enterprise;  «id  in  embarrassment  to  every 
kind  of  bnsiness  and  occupation.  I  take  this 
opinion  strongly,  because  I  have  no  doubt  of  its 
truth,  and  am  willing  its  correctness  shoold  be 
jnd^  by  the  event  Without  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Western  Stales,  I  know 
enough  of  their  condition  to  he  satisfied  with 
what  I  havepredioted  most  h^pen.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  West  are  rich,  bnt  their  riches  con- 
sist in  their  immense  quantities  of  excellent 
land,  in  the  products  of  these  lands,  and  in  their 
spirit  of  enterprise.  The  actual  valne  of  money, 
or  rate  of  interest,  with  them  is  high,  because 
tiieir  pecuniary  of^ital  bean  little  proportion 
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to  their  landed  interest  At  an  uverage  rate^ 
money  is  not  worth  less  than  eight  per  cent 
per  annum  throughout  tbe  whole  Westeni 
country,  notwithstanding  that  it  has  now  a 
loan,  or  an  advance,  from  the  bank  of  thirty 
millions,  at  six  per  cent  To  call  in  this  loan 
at  the  rate  of  eight  millions  a  year,  in  addition 
to  the  interest  on  the  whole,  and  to  take  away, 
at  tbe  same  time,  that  circulation  which  con- 
stitutes 80  great  a  portion  of  the  medium  of 
payment  thronghoat  that  whole  region,  is  an 
operation  which,  however  wisely  condncted, 
cannot  but  inflict  a  blow  on  the  community  ot 
tremendous  force  and  finghtfnl  consequences. 
The  thing  ouinot  be  done  withont  distress, 
bankmptoy,  aoid  ruin  to  many.  If  the  President 
had  seen  any  practicable  manner  in  which  this 
change  might  be  effected,  without  producing 
these  consequences,  he  would  have  rendered 
infinite  service  to  the  community  b^  pointing 
it  out  But  he  has  pointed  out  nothing,  be  has 
sn^^ested  nothing;  he  contents  himself  with 
saying,  without  giving  any  reason,  that  if  the 

rressure  be  heavy,  tbe  fault  will  be  the  bank's. 
h(n>e  this  is  not  merely  an  attempt  to  forestall 
<miniou,  and  to  throw  on.  the  bank  the  respon- 
su>ihty  of  those  evils  which  threaten  the  conn- 
try,  for  the  sake  of  removing  it  from  himself. 

The  responsibility  justly  lies  with  him,  and 
there  it  ought  to  remain.  A  great  minority  of 
the  people  are  satisfied  with  tiie  bank  as  it  is, 
and  desiroos  that  it  should  be  coutinaed.  They 
wished  no  change.  The  strength  of  this  public 
sentiment  has  carried  the  bill  through  Congress, 
agunst  aU  the  influence  of  the  Administration, 
and  all  the  power  of  organized  party.  But  the 
President  has  undertaken,  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility, to  arrest  the  measure,  by  revising  his 
assent  to  the  bill.  He  is  answaraUe  for  the 
oonseqnencea,  therefore,  which  necessarily  fol- 
low toe  change  which  the  ezmration  of  ths 
bank  charter  may  produce :  and  if  these  oon- 
seqnences  shall  prove  disastrous,  they  oanfiurly- 
be  ascribed  to  his  policy  only,  and  to  the  pol- 
icy of  his  Administration. 

As  to  the  time  of  passing  this  bill,  it  would 
seem  to  be  the  last  thing  to  be  thought  of  as  a 
ground  of  objection  by  the  President;  since, 
from  tbe  date  of  his  first  Message  to  the  present 
time,  he  has  never  filled  to  call  our  attention 
to  the  subject  with  all  possible  apparent  ear- 
nestness. So  early  as  December,  1829,  in  his 
Message  to  the  two  Houses,  he  declares  that  he 
'*  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  parties  interested,  too 
soon  preset  the  subject  to  tbe  deliberate  con- 
sideration of  ttbB  Legislature,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  evils  resulting  from  precipitancy,  in  a  meas- 
ure involving  such  importfuit  principles  and 
such  deep  pecuniary  interests."  Aware  of  this 
early  inviti^on  given  to  Congress  to  take  np 
the  subject,  by  the  Preitidoit  himself^  the  writer 
of  the  Meeeage  seems  to  vary  the  {pvund  of  ob- 
jection, and,  instead  of  complainmg  that  the 
time  of  bringing  forward  this  measnre  was 
premature,  to  insist,  rather,  that  after  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  the  other  Hoose^  the 
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bank  sboald  have  withdrawn  its  application  for 
the  present  I  Bnt  that  report  offers  no  just 
|[round,  surely,  for  such  withdrawal.  The  sub- 
ject was  before  Ooneress ;  it  was  for  Congress 
to  decide  upon  it,  with  all  the  light  shed  by  tiie 
report ;  and  the  question  of  poatponement  waa 
lost,  having  been  made  in  botn  Houses,  by 
dear  m^onUea  in  each.  Under  such  circum- 
stanoes,  it  wonld  have  bem  somewhat  stngolar, 
to  Bay  the  least,  if  the  bank  itself  had  with- 
drawn its  applioation.  It  is  indeed  known  to 
everybody,  that  the  report  of  the  committee, 
or  any  thing  oontuaed  m  that  report,  was  veir 
little  refied  on  the  opposers  of  the  renewal. 
If  it  has  been  disoovei^  elsewhere  that  that 
report  contained  matter  important  in  itself,  or 
which  should  have  led  to  f\irther  inquiry,  it 
may  be  proof  of  snperior  sagacity;  bat  cer- 
tainly no  such  thing  wsa  diaoemed  by  either 
House  of  Oongress. 

But,  air,  do  we  not  now  see  that  it  was  time, 
and  high  time  to  press  this  bill,  and  to  send  it 
to  the  Plreaident  t  Does  not  &»  event  teaeh  ns 
that  the  measnre  was  nut  bronght  fimrard  one 
moment  too  early  ?  The  time  had  oome  when 
the  pec^e  wished  to  know  the  deoirion  of  the 
Administration  on  the  question  of  the  bank. 
Why  conceal  it,  or  postpone  its  declaration  I 
"Whjy  as  in  renud  to  the  tari^  i^ve  one  set  of 
opinions  for  Uie  NtHrth,  and  another  for  the 
South t 

An  important  election  is  at  hand,  and  the 
renewal  of  the  bank  charter  is  a  pending  objeot 
of  great  interest,  and  some  ezoitraaent.  Should 
not  the  opinions  of  men  high  in  office,  and  can- 
didates for  re-election^  be  known,  on  this  as  on 
other  important  public  questions?  Oertainly, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  tiie  people  of  the  United 
States  are  not  yet  mere  man-worahippers,  that 
tiiey  do  not  choose  tiieir  mlere  wtuiont  some 
regard  to  their  political  priiu^ples,  or  politieal 
opinions.  Were  they  to  do  this,  it  would  be 
to  subject  themselves  voluntarily  to  the  evils 
which  the  hereditary  transmission  of  power, 
independent  of  all  personal  qualifications,  in- 
flicts on  other  nations.  They  will  jud^  their 
public  servants  by  their  acts,  and  continue,  or 
withhold,  their  confidence,  as  they  shall  think 
it  merited,  or  as  they  shall  think  it  forfeited.  In 
every  point  of  view,  therefore,  the  moment  had 
arrived,  when  it  became  the  duty  of  Congress 
to  ocmie  to  a  result  in  regard  to  this  lu^ily  im- 
portant nuasnre.  The  interests  of  the  uovem- 
ment,  the  interest  of  the  people,  the  dear  ud 
Indispntable  voice  of  public  opinion,  all  called 
upon  Oongress  to  act  without  further  loss  of 
taoe.  It  has  acted,  and  its  act  has  been  neg- 
atived by  the  President;  and  this  result  of 
the  proceedings  here  plaoes.the  question,  with 
all  its  connections  and  all  its  incidents,  folly 
before  the  people,  - 

From  the  commencement  of  the  GbvemmeDt 
it  has  been  thought  desirable  to  invite,  rather 
than  to  repel,  the  introdnction  of  forei{^  cap- 
ital. Oar  stocks  faave^  been  opm  to  fra^ign 
inbaoriptions,  and  the  State  banka^  in  like  man- 
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ner,  are  free  to  foreign  ownership.  Whatever 
Stato  has  created  a  debt,  has  been  willing  that 
foreigners  should  become  purchasers,  and  de- 
sirous of  it.  How  long  is  it,  sir,  since  Ccn- 
gress  itself  passed  a  law,  vesting  new  powers 
in  the  President  of  the  United  States  over  the 
cities  in  this  District,  for  the  very  purpose  <^ 
inoreaaiEg  th^  credit  abroad,  the  iMtter  to 
enaUe  them  to  borrow  money  to  pay  thdr  sub- 
scriptions to  the  Ohesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  t 
It  is  easy  to  say  that  tiiere  is  danger  to  liber^, 
danger  to  independmce,  in  a  bank  open  to  for- 
eign stookhdders— beoMue  it  is  easy  to  say  any 
thing.     Bat  neither  reason  nor  ezperienoe 

E roves  any  such  dwger.  The  foreign  stock- 
older  cannot  be  a  director.  Has  no  voice  even 
in  the  choice  of  directors.  His  money  is  placed 
entirely  in  the  mana^ment  of  the  directors 
appointod  by  the  President  and  Senate,  and  by 
the  American  stockholders.  So  for  as  there  is 
dependence,  or  influence,  either  way,  it  is  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  f(H>eign  stocUudder. 
He  has  parted  with  the  ocmtrol  over  his  own 
property,  instead  <tf  exerdaing  control  over  the 
propffliy  or  over  the  actions  of  othm. 
dr.  let  it  now  be  added,  in  farther  answer  to 
this  whole  dass  of  objectiixu,  that  ezperiwce 
has  abundantly  confuted  them  dl.  This  Qor- 
omment  has  existed  forty-three  years,  and  has 
maintained,  in  full  being,  and  operation,  a 
bonk,  such  as  is  now  proposed  to  be  renewed, 
for  thirty-six  years  out  of  the  forty-three.  We 
have  never  for  a  moment  had  a  bank  not  sub- 
ject to  every  one  of  these  objections.  Always 
foreigners  might  be  stockholders ;  dways  for- 
eign stock  has  been  exempt  from  Stato  taxa- 
tion, as  much  as  at  present ;  dways  the  same 
power  and  privileges ;  dways  all  that  which  is 
now  caUed  a  "monopoly,"  a  "gratuity,"  a 
"present,"  has  been  possessed  by  the  Imnk. 
And  yet  there  has  been  found  no  danger  to  lib- 
erty, no  inb^uction  of  foreign  influence,  uid 
no  accumulation  of  irresponside  power  in  « 
few  hands.  I  cannot  but-  hope,  therefore,  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  will  not  now 
yidd  up  their  judgment  to  those  notions,  which 
wodd  reverse  all  our  past  experienoe,  and  per- 
suade us  to  discontinue  a  useAil  institutioiL 
from  the  influence  of  vague  and  unfounded 
declamation  against  its  danger  to  the  pnbtie 
Ubertiea. 

I  now  proceed,  sir,  to  a  few  remarka  upon 
the  Preddent's  oonstitutiond  ol^eotions  to  the 
bank ;  and  I  oannot  f<»bear  to  say,  in  r^ard 
to  them,  that  he  appears  to  me  to  have  as- 
sumed very  extraordinary  grounds  of  reason- 
ing. He  denies  that  the  oonstitutiondity  of  the 
bank  is  a  settied  question.  If  it  be  not,  will  it 
ever  become  so,  or  what  disputed  question  can 
be  settled  ?  I  have  already  observed,  that  for 
thirty-six  years  out  of  the  forty-three,  during 
which  the  Oovemment  has  been  in  being,  a 
bank  has  edsted,  such  as  is  now  proposed  to 
he  continued. 

As  early  as  1791,  after  great  deliber^icm, 
tbe  first  bank  charter  was  puaed  by  Ocmgreai^ 
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and  approved  hy  Fremdent  Washington.  It 
establuhed  an  institation,  resemblmg,  in  all 
things  now  ol^ected  to,  the  present  bank.  That 
bank,  like  this,  ooald  take  lands  in  payment  of 
its  debts ;  that  ebarter,  like  the  present,  gave 
the  States  no  power  of  taxation ;  it  allowed 
IbreignerB  to  hold  stock,  it  restrained  Oongress 
from  creating  other  banks.  It  ^ve,  also,  ex- 
duaive  privileges,  and  in  all  particolars  it  was, 
according  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Message,  as 
objectionable  as  that  now  existing.  The  bank 
oontinned  twenty  years.  In  1816,  the  present 
institution  was  established,  and  has  been  ever 
since  in  full  operation.  Now,  sir,  the  question 
of  the  power  of  Congress  to  create  8a<»i  insti- 
tations  has  been  contested  in  eveiT-  manner 
IcDOwa  to  our  oon^tntion  and  laws.  The 
forms  of  the  Government  ftiinish  no  new  mode 
in  which  to  try  this  qnesUon.  It  has  been  dis- 
onssed  over  wd  over  again,  in  Oongress :  it  has 
been  argaed  and  solemnly  oi^udged  in  the  Sn- 
preme  Oonrt;  every  PresidenL  except  the 
present,  has-  considered  it  a  setUed  question ; 
many  of  the  Stato  Legislatures  have  inBtnicted 
their  Senators  to  vote  for  the  bank ;  the  tri- 
bunals of  the  States,  in  every  instance,  have 
supported  its  constitutionality;  and,  beyond 
all  doubt  and  dispute,  the  general  public  opin- 
ion of  the  country  has  at  all  times  given,  and 
does  now  ^ve,  its  Aill  sanction  and  approba- 
tion to  the  exercise  of  tiiis  power  as  beio^  a 
eonstitational  power.  There  oas  been  no  opm- 
ion  qnestioDing  the  power,  expressed,  or  inti- 
mated, at  any  time,  by  either  House  of  Con- 
gress, by  any  President,  or  by  any  respectable 
jadicial  tribunaL  Now,  sir,  if  this  practice  of 
near  forty  years,  if  these  repeated  exertions  of 
'tiie  power,  if  this  solemn  adjudication  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  with  the  concnrreuoe  and  ap- 
probation of  public  opinion,  do  not  settle  the 
question,  how  is  any  qnestion  ever  to  be  set- 
tied,  about  which  any  one  may  choose  to  r^se 
a  doubt  i  The  argument  of  the  Message,  upon 
the  congressional  precedents,  is  either  a  bold 
and  gross  fallacy,  or  else  it  ia  oa  assertion  with- 
out proofs,  and  ^^nst  known  fiwts.  The  Mes- 
sage admits  thai,  in  1791,  Oongress  dedded  in 
&Tor  of  8  bank :  but  it  adds  that  another  Oon- 

ra,  in  1611,  decided  agdnst  it  Now,  if  it 
meant,  that,  in  1811,  Oongress  decided 
against  the  bank  on  constitutional  ground,  then 
the  assertion  is  wholly  incorrect  and  against 
notorious  facts.  It  is  perfectly  well  known  Uiat 
many  members  in  both  Flonses  voted  against 
the  bank  in  1611,  who  had  no  doubt  at  all  of 
the  constitutionaj  power  of  Congress.  They 
were  entirely  governed  by  other  reasons  given 
at  the  time.  I  appeal,  sir,  to  the  honorable 
member  ft>om  Maryland,  (Mr.  SicrrH,)  who  was 
then  &  member  of  the  Senate,  and  vobdi  against 
the  bwik,  whether  he,  and  others  who  were  on 
the  Bune  side,  did  not  ^ve  those  votes  on  other 
well-known  grounds,  (uid  not  at  all  on  the  con- 
sUtotional  ground. 

pir.  Smith  here  rose,  and  said  that  he  voted 
iffunst  the  bank  in  1811,  bat  not  at  aU  on 
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constitutional  grounds,  and  had  no  doubt  such 
was  Uie  case  with  other  members.] 

We  all  know,  sir,  continued  Mr.  W.,  the  fiutt 
to  be  as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  has 
stated  it.  Every  man  who  recollects,  or  who 
has  read  the  political  occurrences  of  that  iaj, 
knows  it.  Therefore,  if  the  Message  intends  to 
say  that,  ia  1611,  Congress  denied  the  existence 
of  any  snon  constitutional  power,  the  declara- 
tion is  unwarranted — is  altogether  at  variance 
with  the  &cts.  !£,  on  the  other  hand,  it  only 
intends  to  say  that  Congress  decided  against 
the  proposition  then  before  it,  on  some  other 
grounds,  then  it  alleges  tliot  which  is  nothing 
at  bU  to  the  purpose.  The  argument,  then, 
dther  assomee  for  troth  that  which  is  not  true, 
or  else  the  whole  statement  is  immaterial  and 
fiitile.  But,  whatever  vdue  others  may  attach 
to  this  argument,  the  Message  thinks  so  highly 
of  it,  that  it  proceeds  to  repeat  it.  *'  One  Con- 
grees,"  it  says,  '*ia  1816,  decided  against  a 
bank;  utother,  in  1816,  decided  in  its  favor. 
There  is  nothing  in  precedent,  therefore,  which, 
if  its  authority  were  admitted,  ought  to  weigh 
in  favor  of  the  act  before  me."  Now,  sir,  since 
it  is  known  to  the  whole  country,  one  cannot  but 
wonder  how  it  should  remain  unknown  to  the 
President^  that  Congress  did  not  decide  against 
a  bulk  in  1815.  On  the  contrary,  that  very 
Congress  passed  a  bill  for  creating  a  bank  by 
very  large  nu^oriUes.  In  one  form,  it  is  bue, 
the  bill  &iled  in  the  House  of  Bepreaentatives, 
but  the  vote  was  reoonsidered,  Uie  bill  recom- 
mitted, and  finally  passed  by  a  vote  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  to  thirty-nine.  There  is, 
therefore,  not  only  no  solid  ground,  but  not 
even  anj  plansible  pretence,  for  the  assertion 
that  GtHigress,  in  1816,  decided  against  the 
bunk.  That  very  Congress  passed  a  bill  to 
create  a  bonk,  and  its  decision,  therefore,  is 
precisely  the  other  way,  and  is  a  direct  practi- 
cal precedent  in  favor  of  the  constitutional  * 
power.  What  are  we  to  think  of  a  constitu- 
tional araument,  which  deals  in  this  way  with 
hutoricfu  facts  f  When  the  Uess^  declares, 
as  it  does  declare,  that  there  is  nothing  in  prec- 
edent which  ought  to  wei^  in  favor  of  the 
power,  it  sets  at  naagbt  repeated  acts  cS  Con- 
gress affirming  the  power,  and  it  also  stataa 
other  acts  which  were,  in  fact,  and  which  are 
well  known  to  have  been  directly  the  re- 
verse of  what  the  Message  represents  them. 
There  is  not,  sir,  the  slightest  reason  to  think 
that  any  Senate,  or  any  House  of  EepresentA- 
tivee,  ever  assembled  under  the  constitution, 
contained  a  majority  that  doubted  the  constitu- 
tional existence  of  the  power  of  Oongress  to 
establish  a  bank.  Whenever  the  question  has 
arisen,'  and  has  been  decided,  it  has  been 
always  dedded  one  wqr.  The  l^^slative  prece- 
dents all  assert  uid  maintain  the  power ;  and 
these  legislative  precedents  have  been  the  law 
of  the  land  for  almost  forty  years.  They  settle 
the  ooustraction  of  tilie  constitution,  and  sanc- 
tion the  exercise  of  the  power  in  question  so 
fax  as  these  ends  can  evor  be  aoounpUalied  hj 
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any  I^^fllative  preoedents  whatevw.  But  tbe 
FnridoDt  does  not  admit  tiie  authorit;'  of  preo- 
edeat.  Sir,  I  have  always  found  tbat  those 
who  habitaall^  deny  most  vebemently  the  gen- 
eral force  of  precedent,  and  assert  most  Btronglj 
the  supremacy  of  private  opinion,  are  yet,  of  all 
men,  most  tenacioos  of  that  very  authority  of 
precedent  whenever  it  happens  to  be  in  their 
fevor.  I  beg  leave  to  ask,  sir,  upon  what 
KTomid,  except  that  of  precedent,  and  prece- 
dent alone,  the  President's  friends  have  placed 
his  power  of  removal  from  office.  No  snch 
ptover  is  given  by  the  constitution  in  terms, 
nor  anywhere  intimated  thronghont  the  wh(de 
d  it\  no  paragraph  or  danae  of  that  instru- 
ment recognizes  snch  a  power.  To  say  the 
least,  it  is  as  qnestionable,  and  has  been  as  often 
questioned,  as  the  power  of  Congress  to  create 
a  bank ;  and,  enlightened  by  what  has  passed 
tmder  oar  own  observation,  we  now  see  that  it 
is,  of  all  powers,  the  most  capable  of  flagrant 
abase.  Now,  sir,  I  ask,  again,  what  becomes 
of  this  power,  if  the  authority  of  precedent  be 
taken  away  ?  It  has  all  along  been  denied  to 
exist,  it  is  nowhere  foand  in  tbe  constitution, 
end  its  recent  exercise,  or,  to  call  thinj^  by 
their  light  names,  its  reoent  abnse,  has,  more 
than  any  other  nngle  cause,  rendered  good 
men  either  cool  in  their  affections  towards  the 
Oovemmrat  of  th^  country,  or  donbtfol  of  its 
long  oontinnanoe.  Yet  this  power  has  prece- 
dent, and  the  President  exercises  it.  We 
know,  sir,  that  without  the  ud  of  that  prece- 
dent, his  acts  could  never  have  received  the 
sanction  of  this  body,  even  at  a  time  when  his 
Toice  was  somewhat  more  potential  here  than 
it  now  is,  or,  as  I  trust,  ever  agiun  will  be. 

Does  the  Presddent,  then,  reject  the  author- 
ity of  all  precedent,  except  what  is  suitable  to 
own  pm^toses  to  nsef  ^nd  does  he  use, 
without  stint  or  measare,  all  precedents  which 
may  angment  hU  own  power,  or  gratify  his 
widest  Bnt  if  Uie  President  thinks  lightly  of 
the  authority  of  Oongress,  in  construing  the 
eonstitatioi^  be  thinka  still  more  lightly  uf  the 
authority  of  the  Supreme  Oourt.  He  asserts  a 
right  of  individual  judgment  on  constitotional 
questions,  which  is  totally  tnconnstent  wi^ 
any  proper  administration  of  the  GtovemmentL 
or  any  regular  execution  of  the  laws.  Social 
disorder,  entire  uncertainty  in  r^ard  to  indi- 
vidual rights,  and  individnal  duties,  the  cessa- 
tion of  l^al  authority,  confusion,  the  dissolu- 
tion of  free  Government — all  these  are  the 
inevitable  consequences  of  the  principles  adopt- 
ed by  tbe  HesMge.  whenever  they  diall  be 
carried  to  their  rnll  eztoit.  Hitherto  it  has 
bem  thought  that  the  final  decidon  of  oonstitn- 
tional  questions  bdonged  to  the  snpreme  Judi- 
cial tribunal.  The  very  nature  of  free  Govern- 
ment, it  has  been  supposed,  enjoins  this :  and 
our  constitution,  moreover,  has  been  under- 
stood so  to  provide,  clearly  and  expressly.  It 
is  true  that  each  branch  of  the  Legislature  has 
an  undoubted  rights  in  the  exercise  of  its  Amo- 
tions, to  condder  the  oonstitationallty  of  a  lav 


proposed  to  be  passed.  This  is  naturally  a  part 
of  its  duty,  and  neither  branch  can  be  oompeiled 
to  pass  any  law,  or  do  any  other  act,  which  it 
deems  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  its  constitn- 
tional  power.  The  President  has  the  same  right 
when  a  bill  is  presented  for  his  approval ;  for  he 
is,  doubtless,  bound  to  consider,  in  all  cases, 
wheth&r  such  will  be  compatible  with  tbe  con- 
Btitution,  and  whether  he  can  approve  it  con- 
sistently with  his  oath  of  office.  But,  when  a 
law  has  been  passed  by  Congress,  and  approved 
by  the  President,  it  is  now  no  longer  in  the 
power,  eitiier  of  the  same  President,  or  his  sue- 
oesBors,  to  sa^  whether  the  law  is  oonstitutional 
or  not.  He  is  not  at  liberty  to  disregard  it ; 
he  is  not  at  Ub^y  to  feel  or  to  affect  "  consti- 
tutional somples,"  and  to  dt  in  Judgment  him- 
self on  the  validity  of  a  statute  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  nullify  it  if  he  so  chooses.  After 
a  law  has  passed  through  all  the  requisite 
forms ;  after  it  has  received  the  requisite  le^s- 
lative  sanction  and  the  Executive  approval,  the 
question  of  its  constitutionality  then  becomes  a 
judicial  question,  and  a  judicial 'question  alone. 
In  the  courts,  that  question  may  be  raised, 
argued,  and  aqjudged ;  it  can  be  ac|judged  no- 
where else. 

The  Preddent  is  as  much  bound  by  the  law 
as  any  private  citizen,  and  can  no  more  contest 
its  Tuidity  than  any  private  cutizen.  Be  may 
refiise  to  obey  the  law,  and  so  may  a  private 
citizen ;  but  both  do  it  at  their  own  peril,  and 
neither  of  them  can  settle  the  question  of  its 
validity.  The  President  may  say  a  law  is  un- 
constitntional,  but  he  is  not  the  judge.  Who 
is  to  decide  that  question!  The  judiciary, 
alone,  possesses  this  unquestionable  and  hith- 
erto unquestioned  right.  The  Judiciary  is  the 
constitutional  tribunal  of  appeal,  for  Ijfie  citi- 
zens, against  both  Congress  and  the  Executive, 
in  regard  to  the  constitutionality  of  laws.  It 
has  tnis  Jurisdiction  expressly  conferred  upon 
it ;  and  when  it  has  detnded  tiie  questicm,  its 
judgment  must,  from  the  veiy  nature  of  all 
judgments  that  are  final,  and  from  which  tiiere 
is  no  appeal,  be  conclunve.  Hitherto,'  this 
opinion,  and  a  correspondent  practice,  have 
prevmled  in  America,  with  all  wise  and  e<Hisid- 
erate  men.  If  it  were  otherwise,  there  would 
be  no  government  of  laws ;  but  we  should  all 
live  under  the  government,  the  rule,  the  ca- 
prices of  individuals.  If  we  depart  from  tiie 
observance  of  these  salutary  principles,  the 
Executive  power  becomes  at  once  purely  des- 
potic ;  for  the  President,  if  the  principle  and 
the  reasoning  of  the  Uessage  be  sound,  may 
either  execute,  or  not  execute,  the  laws  of  the 
land,  according  to  his  soverei^  pleasnret  He 
may  reftise  to  put  into  execution  one  law,  pro- 
nounced valid  by  all  the  branch^  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  yet  execute  another,  which  may 
have  been,  by  constitutional '  authority,  pro- 
nounced void.  On  the  aivument  of  the  Mes- 
sage, the  President  of  the  United  States  holds, 
nader  a  new.  pretence,  a  dispensing  power  over 
the  laws,  as  absolute  as  was  olaimea  by  James 
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ibfi  Second  of  England,  a  month  before  he  was 
compelled  to  tj  the  kingdom.  That  which  is 
now  ekumed  for  the  President  is,  in  trnth,  noth> 
ing  less,  and  nothing  else,  than  the  old  dispens- 
ing power  asserted  hj  the  Kings  of  England  in 
the  worst  of  times — the  y&tj  climax,  iiuleed,  of 
all  the  preposterous  pretensions  of  the  Tndor 
**  and  the  Stnart  races. 

According  to  the  doctrines  put  forth  hj  the 
Freaident,  ^though  Oongress  may  have  passed 
a  law,  and  although  the  Supreme  Court  may 
have  prooonnoed  it  ooiulatntionaL  yet  it  ia. 
nevertnelesa,  no  lav  at  all,  if  he,  m  his  good 
pleasure,  seea  fit  to  deny  its  efreiot;  In  other 
words,  to  repeal  and  annul  it.  Sir,  no  Presi- 
dent, and  no  puhlic  man,  ever  before  advanced 
snoh  doctrines  in  the  face  of  tlie  nation.  There 
never  was  before  a  moment  in  which  any  Pres- 
ident would  have  been  tolerated  in  asserting 
such  a  oWm  to  despotic  power.  After  Oon- 

S-esa  has  passed  Uie  law,  and  the  Supreme 
ourt  has  proQOonoed  its  judgment  on  the  very 
point  in  ooijtroversy,  the  President  has  set  up 
his  own  private  Judgmeot  against  its  constitu- 
tional intorpretiUuon.  It  is  to  be  remembered, 
dr,  that  it  is  ^e  preaent  law,  it  ia  the  act  of 
1818,  it  la  the  preaent  charter  of  the  bank, 
vbloh  tiie  Prerident  pronounces  to  be  uncon- 
atitational.  It  is  no  oank  to  be  created,  it  is 
no  law  proposed  to  be  passed,  which  he  de- 
nonneei ;  it  is  the  law  now  existing,  passed  by 
Oongress,  approved  by  President  Madison,  and 
sanctions  by  a  solemn  Judgment  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  which  he  now  declares  unconsti- 
tutional, and  which,  of  course,  so  far  as  it  may 
depend  on  him,  cannot  be  executed. 

If  these  opinions  of  the  President  be  main- 
t^ned,  there  is  an  end  of  all  law  and  all  ja<U- 
oial  authority.  Statutes  are  but  recommenda- 
tions, judgments  no  more  than  opinions.  Both 
are  eqad^  destitute  of  biadlna  force.  Such  a 
nniveraal  power  as  ia  now  clmmed  for  him,  a 
power  of  judging  over  the  laws,  and  over  the 
decisions  of  the  tribunal,  is  nothing  else  than 
pure  despotism.  If  conceded  to  him,  it  makes 
bim,  at  once,  what  Louis  the  Fourteenth  pro- 
oldmed  himself  to  be,  when  he  said,  I  am  the 
State.^ 

The  Sapreme  Court  has  unanimously  de- 
clared and  adjudged  that  the  existing  bank  is 
created  by  a  constitntional  law  of  Congress. 
As  has  been  before  observed,  this  bank,  so  far 
as  the  present  question  is  concerned,  is  like 
that  whidi  was  establiahed  in  1791  by  Wash- 
ington, and  aanotioned  by  the  great  men  of 
that  Mj.  In  every  form,  therefore.  In  which 
the  qaesdon  can  be  rused,  it  has  been  raised, 
and  has  been  settled.  Evety  process,  and  every 
mode  of  trial  known  to  the  constitntion  and 
laws,  has  been  exhausted ;  and  always,  and 
without  exception,  the  v^idity  has  been  in 
favor  of  the  law.  But  aU  this  practice,  all  this 
precedent,  aU  tiiia  public  approbation,  all  this 
solemn  a^ndication  directiy  on  the  point,  is  to 
be  disregarded  and  rejected,  and  the  constitu- 
tional power  flatiy  denied.  And.  sir,  if  we  are 


[Sbutb. 

startied  at  this  condosion,  our  surprise  will  not 
be  lessened  when  we  examine  the  argnment  by 
which  it  is  maintained.  By  the  constitution, 
Congress  is  authorized  to  pass  ^1  laws  "  neces- 
sary and  proper  "  for  carrying  its  own  legisla- 
tive powers  into  effect.  Oongress  has  deemed 
a  bank  to  be  "  necessary  and  proper  "  for  these 
purpoBes,  and  it  has,  therefore,  established  a 
ba&K.  But  although  the  law  has  been  passed, 
and  the  bank  established,  and  the  constitu- 
tional validity  of  its  charter  solemnly  adjudged, 
yet  the  Pr«aident  pronounces  it  nnconstitn- 
tional,  becanse  some  of  the  powers  bestowed 
on  the  bulk  are,  in  his  opinion,  not  necessary 
or  proper.  It  would  appear  that  powers  wbicn^ 
in  1791  and  1816,  in  the  time  of  Washington, 
and  in  tiie  time  of  Madison,  were  deemed  "  ne- 
oessaiy  and  proper,"  are  no  lon|;er  to  be  so 
regarded,  and  therefore  the  bank  is  unconstitn- 
tional.  It  has  really  come  to  this,  that  the 
oonstitutionaUty  of  a  bank  is  to  depend  upon 
the  opinion  which  one  particular  man  may 
form  of  the  utility  or  neoeasity  of  some  of  the 
clauses  of  its  charter.  If  that  individoal 
chooses  to  tiiink  that  a  particular  power  con- 
tained in  the  charter  is  not  neoeasaiy  to  the 
proper  constitntion  a£  the  bank,  then  tbe  act  is 
nnconstitntional. 

Hitherto  it  has  always  been  supposed  that 
the  question  was  of  a  very  different  nature.  It 
has  been  thought  that  the  policy  of  granting  a 
particular  charter  may  i>e  materially  dependent 
on  the  stmcture,  and  organization,  and  powers 
of  the  proptmed  institution.  But  its  general 
constitutionality  has  never  before  been  under- 
stood to  turn  on  such  points.  This  would  be 
making  its  constitutionality  depend  on  subordi- 
nate questions,  on  questions  of  expediency,  and 
questi<ms  of  detail ;  upon  that  whioh  one  man 
may  tUnk  iwoesiary,  and  anodier  may  not  If 
the  oonstitutional  question  were  made  to  Idnse 
on  matters  of  this  kind,  how  oould  it  ever  be 
decided  ?  All  would  depend  on  coideetnre^  on 
the  oomplexional  feeling,  on  the  pr^udioea,  on 
the  passions  of  individuals ;  or  more  or  leas 
practical  skill,  or  correct  judgment,  in  r^axd 
to  banking  operations,  among  those  who  should 
be  tiie  judges ;  on  the  in^ral&e  of  momentary 
interest,  party  objects,  or  personal  purposes. 
Put  the  qnestion,  in  thia  manner,  to  a  court  of 
seven  judges,  to  decide  whether  a  particular 
bank  was  oonstitntional,  and  it  might  be  donbt- 
fhl  whether  they  could  come  to  any  result^  as 
they  mif^t  well  hold  very  various  opinions  on 
the  practical  ntiUty  o£  many  danses  of  the 
charter. 

The  question,  in  that  case,  would  l)e,  not 
whether  the  bank,  in  its  geneial  frame,  charac- 
ter, and  objects,  was  a  proper  instrument  to 
carry  into  efifect  the  powers  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment; bnt  wliether  the  particular  powers, 
direct  or  incidental,  eonfen^  on  a  partionlar 
bank,  were  better  calculated  than  all  otiiera  to 
give  suoee!)8  to  its  operations.  For  if  not,  then 
the  charter  would  be  unwarranted,  according 
to  this  mat  of  reasoning,  by  the  constitntion. 
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Ttaa  mode  of  constrniog  the  coostitntioa  is  oer- 
t^iil7  a  Dovel  discovery.  Its  merits  belong  en- 
tirelj  to  the  President  and  his  advisers.  Ac- 
cording to  this  role  of  interpretation,  if  the 
President  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  capital 
of  the  bank  was  larger,  by  a  thousand  dollars, 
than  it  ought  to  be ;  or  that  the  time  for  the 
continaance  of  the  charter  was  a  year  too 
ioag ;  or  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  reqpire  it, 
penalty,  to  p&j  specie ;  or  needless  to 
provide  for  pnnisluiig,  as  forgery,  the  counter- 
{f&ttag  of  itfl  Inlls;  dther  (tf  these  reasons 
would  be  Bufl9c1ent  to  render  t^e  charter,  in  his 
opinion,  unooustitntional,  invalid,  and  nuga- 
tory. This  is  a  legitimate  conclusion  firom  ike 
argument.  Such  a  view  of  the  sutgect  has  cer- 
tau:1y  never  before  been  taken.  This  strain  of 
reasoning  has  hitherto  not  been  heard  within 
the  HaJlfl  of  Congress,  nor  has  any  one  ven- 
tured upon  it  before  the  tribunals  of  justice. 
The  first  exhibition,  its  first  appearance,  as  an 
BTgument,  is  in  a  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  Uoi^^d  States,  According  to  that  mode  of 
oonatruing  the  eonstitation,  wnioh  was  adopted 
by  OoDgresB  in  1791,  and  approved  by  Wash- 
ington, and  which  has  been  Banctioneo  by  the 
judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  affirmed 
DT  the  practice  of  near  forty  years,  the  quea- 
tloa  upon  the  oonstatiitionality  of  the  bank  in- 
volves two  inqniriea :  first,  whether  a  bank,  in 
its  general  character,  and  with  regard  to  the 
general  ol^ects  with  which  banks  are  usually 
connected,  be,  in  itself,  a  fit  means,  a  snitable 
instrument,  to  carry  mto  effect  tlie  powers 
granted  to  the  Government. 

If  it  be  so,  then  the  second,  and  the  only 
other  question  is,  whether  the  powers  ^ven  in 
a  particular  charter  are  appropriate  far  a  bank. 
Tf  ihey  are  powers  which  are  appropriate  for  a 
bank,  powers  which  Congress  may  fidr^  con- 
sider to  be  useful  to  the  bank  or  the  country, 
then  Congress  may  confer  these  powers;  be- 
cause the  discretion  to  be  exercised  in  filing 
the  constitution  of  the  bank  belongs  to  Con- 
gress. One  man  may  think  the  granted  pow- 
ers not  indispensable  to  the  particular  bank; 
another  may  suppose  them  iiuudi(uous,  or  inju- 
rious ;  a  third  may  imaoine  that  other  powers, 
if  granted  in  their  stea^  wonid  be  more  bene- 
fioul ;  but  all  these  are  matters  of  e:q>ediency, 
about  which  men  may  differ ;  and  the  power 
of  deciding  upon  them  belongs  to  Congress. 
I  again  repeat,  sir,  that  if^  for  reasons  <^  this 
kind,  the  Fre^dent  B660  fit  to  negative  a  bill, 
on  the  ground  of  its  being  inexpedient  or  im- 
politic, be  has  a  right  to  do  so ;  but  remember, 
sir,  that  we  are  now  on  the  constitutional  ques- 
tion. Remember,  that  the  ailment  of  the 
President  is,  that  because  powers  were  given 
to  the  bank  by  tbe  charter  of  1616,  which  ho 
'  thinks  not  necesssary,  that  charter  is  nnconsti- 
totional.  Now,  sir,  it  will  hardly  be  denied, 
or  rather  it  was  not  deided  or  doubted  before 
this  Message  came  to  us,  that,  if  tJiere  was  to 
be  a  hwk,  the  pmren  aiid  duties  of  tliat  bank 
most  be  preecribed  in  the  law  creating  it.  No- 
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body  but  Congress,  it  has  been  though^  oonM 
grant  these  powers  and  privileges,  or  prescribe 
their  limitations.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the 
Message  pretty  plainly  intim^^s  that  the  Presi- 
dent should  have  been  first  consulted,  and  that 
he  should  have  had  the  framing  of  the  bill ; 
but  we  are  not  yet  accustomed  to  that  order  of 
things,  in  enacting  laws,  nor  do  I  know  a  * 
parallel  to  tliis  claim,  thus  now  bron^t  for- 
ward, except  that,  in  some  peculiar  casee  in 
England,  highly  Meeting  the  royal  prerogft* 
tives,  the  assent  of  the  monarch  is  neoessaiT', 
before  either  the  House  of  Peers  or  his  Majes- 
ty's faithful  Commons  are  permitted  to  act 
upon  the  sulgect,  or  to  entertain  its  oonwderft- 
tion.  Bnt  supposing,  sir,  that  our  accustomed 
forms  and  our  republican  prindples  are  still  to 
be  followed,  and  that  a  law  creating  a  bank  i% 
like  all  other  laws,  to  originate  with  Congresa, 
and  that  the  President  has  nothing  to  do  with 
U  till  it  is  presented  for  bis  approval,  then  it  is 
clear  that  the  powers  and  du^s  of  a  proposed 
bank,  and  all  the  terms  and  conditions  annexed 
to  it,  must,  in  the  first  place,  be  settled  by  Con- 
gress. This  power,  if  constitatioual  at  aU,  is 
only  oonstitntional  in  the  hands  of  Congress. 
Anywhere  else,  its  exercise  would  be  plain 
usurpation.  then,  the  authority  to  decide 
what  powers  ought  to  be  granted  to  a  bank  be- 
long to  Congress,  and  Congress  shall  have  ex- 
ercised that  power,  it  would  seem  littie  better 
than  absurd  to  say  tiiat  its  act,  nevertheless, 
would  be  unconstitutional  and  invalid,  i^  in 
the  opinion  of  a  third  party,  it  had  miqudged, 
on  a  question  of  expediency,  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  details.  According  to  such  a  mode  of 
reasoning,  a  mistake  in  the  exerdae  of  jurisdic- 
tion takes  away  the  jurisdiction.  If  Congress 
decide  right,  its  decision  may  stand;  if  it  de- 
cide wrong,  its  decision  is  nngtiory  ;  and, 
whether  its  deciuon  be  right  or  wrong,  another 
is  to  jadge,  although  the  ori^nal  power  of 
making  the  decision  must  be  allowed  to  be 
exclusively  in  Congress.  This  is  the  end  to 
which  the  argument  of  the  Message  will  con- 
duct its  followers.  Sir,  in  oonsidering  tiie  au- 
thority of  Congress  to  invest  the  bank  with 
the  particular  powers  granted  to  it,  the  inquiry 
is  not,  and  cannot  he.  how  appropriate  these 
powers  are,  bnt  whether  they  be  at  all  appro- 
priate ;  whether  they  come  within  tiie  range  of 
a  just  and  honest  discretion:  whether  Cmgreas 
may  fSitir^  esteem  them  to  be  necessary.  The 
question  is  not,  are  they  the  fittest  means,  the 
best  means,  or  whether  the  bank  might  not  be 
established  without  them ;  but  the  question  ii^ 
are  they  such  as  Con|;res8,  iana  Jide^  may  have 
r^rded  as  appropriate  to  the  end.  If  any 
other  role  were  to  be  adopted,  nothing  could 
ever  be  settled.  A  law  would  be  constitu- 
tional to-day,  and  unconstitutional  to-morrow. 
Its  constitutionality  would  altogether  depaotd 
upon  individual  opinion,  on  a  matter  of  mere 
expediency.  Indeed,  such  a  case  as  that  is  now 
actually  before  us.  Kr.  Madison  deemed  the 
powers  given  to  the  bank,  in  its  present  ohar- 
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tor,  proper  and  neceMaiy.  He  held  the  bank, 
thombre,  to  be  oonstltationaL  Bnt  pres- 
ent President,  not  aeknowledring  that  the 
power  of  dedoin^  on  these  pointa  rerts  with 
Oongresa,  nor  with  Oonp-ees  and  the  then 
President,  bat,  setting  np  nis  own  c^tdons  as 
the  Btandard,  declares  uie  law  now  in  being 
nnconstitational,  because  the  powers  granted 
by  it  are,  in  his  estimation,  not  necessary  and 
proper,  I  pray  to  be  informed,  sir,  whether, 
npon  similu  grooads  of  reasonin^^,  the  Presi- 
dent's own  scheme  for  a  bank,  if  Congress 
ahoold  do  so  unlikely  a  thing  as  to  adopt  it, 
would  not  become  nnooiurtitational  alscL  if  it 
dumld  flo  h^ipen  that  hia  mcoessor  should  hold 
his  bank  hi  as  U^t  esteem  as  he  holds  those 
estal^shed  nnder  the  mapiotM  d  Washington 
and  Uadison. 

If  the  reasoning  of  the  Message  be  well 
founded,  it  is  clear  that  the  charter  of  the  ex- 
isting bank  is  not  a  law.  The  bank  has  no  legal 
exis^ce;  it  is  not  responsible  to  Qovemment; 
it- has  no  aathority  to  act;  it  is  incapable  of 
beinff  an  agent ;  the  President  may  treat  it  as 
a  Qollity  to-morrow,  withdraw  from  it  all  the 
public  deposits,  and  set  afloat  all  the  existing 
national  arrangements  of'  revenae  and  finance. 
It  is  enough  to  state  these  monstrons  eonse- 
qnenoes,  to  allow  Ihat  the  doctrine,  principles, 
and  pretenrions  at  the  Hewage  are  entirely 
inconsistent  with  a  Government  of  laws.  If 
that  which  Oongress  has  enacted  be  not  the 
law  of  the  land,  then  the  reign  of  the  law  has 
ceased,  and  the  re&ga.  of  indi^nal  (q>!iUon  has 
already  be^on. 

What  is  called  the  "  monopoly,"  is  made  the 
subject  of  repeated  rehearsal,  in  terms  of  spe- 
oial  complaint.  By  this  "  monopoly  "  I  sup- 
poae  is  understood  the  restriction  contained  In 
the  charter,  that  Oongress  shall  not,  during  the 
twoity  yeu^  create  another  bank.  Now,  sir, 
let  me  ask,  who  wonld  think  of  creating  a 
bank,  inTiting  stockholders  into  it,  with  luge 
inTestments,  imporing  upon  it  hea^  duties,  as 
ooniwcted  with  tiie  Govemment,  rec^ving 
some  millions  of  dollars  as  a  bonoa,  or  pre- 
mium, and  yet  retuning  the  power  of  grant- 
ing, the  next  day,  another  charter,  which 
would  destroy  the  whole  valne  of  the  first! 
If  this  be  an  nncobstitutional  restrf^at  on  Con- 
gress, the  conatitation  must  be  strangely  at  va- 
riance with  the  dictates  both  of  good  sense  and 
sound  morals.  Did  not  the  first  Bank  of 'the 
United  States  contain  a  similar  restriction? 
And  have  not  the  States  granted  bank  char- 
ters, with  a  condition  that,  if  the  charter 
ahonld  be  aeoepted,  tiiey  would  not  grant  oth- 
ers I  Statea  have  certainly  done  so;  and,  in 
snne  instances,  where  no  bonus  or  premium 
was  p^d  at  all,  but  from  the  mere  draire  to 
give  effect  to  the  charter,  induoing  individ- 
uals to  accept  it,  and  organize  the  Institutjon. 
The  President  declares  that  this  restriction  is 
not  necessary  to  the  effideacy  of  the  bank ; 
but  that  is  the  very  thing  whidi  Congress  and 
lua  predecessor  in  office  were  called  on  to  de- 
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cide,  and  which  they  did  decide,  when  the  one 

Eassed,  and  the  other  approved  the  act.  And 
e  has  now  no  more  authority  to  proaonnce  his 
judgment  on  that  act,  than  any  other  individ- 
ual in  society.  It  is  not  his  province  to  decide 
on  the  constitutionality  of  6t«tates  which  Con- 
gress has  passed,  and  his  predecessors  approved. 

There  is  another  sentiment,  in  this  part  of 
the  Message,  which  we  should  hardly  have  ex- 
pected to  fiud  in  a  paper  which  is  supposed, 
whoever  may  have  drawn  it  up,  to  have  passed 
under  the  review  of  professional  characters. 
The  Message  declares  that  this  limitation  to 
create  no  other  bank  is  unconstitutional,  be- 
cause, although  Oongress  may  use  tiie  discro- 
tion  vest«d  in  them,*'  tiiat  they  may  not  limit 
the  discretion  of  their  sncccBsors."  This  rea- 
son is  almost  too  superficial  to  require  an  an- 
swer. Every  one  at  all  accustomed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  such  subjects,  knows  that  every' 
Congress  can  bind  its  successors  to  the  same 
extent  that  it  can  bind  itself:  the  power  of 
Oongress  is  always  the  same ;  the  authority  of 
law  always  the  same.  It  is  tme  we  speak  of 
the  twentieth  Congress,  and  the  twenty-first 
Congress,  bnt  this  is  only  to  denote  the  period 
of  time,  or  to  mark  the  successive  periodical 
elections  of  ita  members.  As  a  pohtio  bo^, 
as  the  legislative  power  of  the  Government^ 
Congress  is  always  continuous,  always  identi- 
cal. A  particular  Congress,  as  we  speak  of  it^ 
for  instance,  the  present  Congress,  can  no<ur- 
tber  restr^  itself  firom  doing  what  it  may 
chance  to  do  at  tiie  next  session,  than  it  can 
restrun  any  succeeding  Congress  from  doing 
what  it  may  choose.  Any  Oongress  may  re- 
peal the  act  or  law  of  its  predecessor,  if  in  its 
nature  it  be  repealable,  Just  as  it  may  repeal  its 
own  act ;  and  if  a  law,  or  an  act,  be  iirepeal- 
able  in  its  nature,  it  can  no  more  be  repealed 
by  a  subsequent  Congress  than  by  that  which 
passed  it.  All  this  is  familiar  to  everybody. 
And  Congress,  like  every  other  Legidature^ 
often  passes  acts  which,  being  in  the  nature  of 
grants,  or  contracts,  are  irrepealable  ever  after^ 
wards.  The  Message,  in  a  stnun  of  atgament 
which  it  is  difficult  to  treat  with  ordinary 
respect,  declares  that  this  restriction  on  the 
power  of  Congress,  aa  to  the  establishmuit  <^ 
other  banks,  is  a  palpable  attempt  to  amend 
the  constitution  by  an  act  of  legislation.  The 
reason  on  which  this  observation  purports 
to  be  founded,  is,  that  Congress,  by  the  con- 
stitution, is  to  have  exclusive  legislation  over 
the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  when  the  bank 
charter  declares  that  Oongress  will  create  no 
new  bank  within  the  Di^ot,  it  annuls  the 
power  of  exdnnve  leinslationl  I  must  say 
that  this  reasoning  hardly  rises  hl^  enough  to 
entitle  it  to  a  paanng  notice.  It  would  be 
doing  too  madh  credit  to  call  it  plausible.  No 
one  needs  to  be  informed  that  exclnsive  power 
of  legislation  is  not  unlimited  power  of  legisla- 
tion ;  and,  if  it  were,  how  can  thf^  le^sutive 
power  be  unUmited  that  cannot  restrain  itself 
that  cumot  bind  itself  by  oontraoti  Whether, 
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as  a  Government,  or  as  an  indiTidnal,  that 
being  is  fettered  and  restrained  -which  is  not 
capable  of  binding  itself  by  ordinary  obliga- 
tion. Every  Legislatare  binds  itself  whenever 
it  makes  a  grant,  enters  into  a  contract,  be- 
stows an  office,  or  does  any  other  act  or  thing 
which  is  in  its  nature  irrepealable.  And  this, 
instead  of  detracting  from  its  legislative  power, 
is  one  of  the  modes  of  exercising  that  power. 
And  Uie  l^pulstlve  power  of  Ck>ngre6s  over  the 
District  or  Colambia  woold  not  be  fall  and 
complete  if  it  night  not  make  jtut  such  a  slap- 
nlanon  as  the  bank  charter  contains. 

I  beg  leave  to  repeat,  Mr.  President,  that 
what  I  have  now  been  considering  are  the  Pres- 
ident's objections  not  to  the  poncy  or  expedi- 
ency, bat  to  the  conBtitntionality  of  die  hank ; 
and  not  to  the  constitntionality  of  any  sew  or 
proposed  bank,-hnt  of  the  bank  as  it  now  is, 
and  as  it  has  long  existed.  If  the  President 
had  declined  to  approve  this  bill  becanse  he 
thought  the  original  charter  unwisely  granted, 
and  the  bank,  in  point  of  policy  and  expedien- 
cy, objectionable  or  mischievooa,  and  in  tiiat 
view  only  had  snggeated  the  reaflons  now  nned 
by  him,  his  argnmentL  however  inomdnrnve, 
Tonld  have  been  intuligible,  and  not^  in  its 
Thole  frame  and  scope,  incoD^stent  with  all 
w^-establi^ed  first  principles.  His  rejection 
of  the  bill,  in  tiiat  ci»e,  woold  have  been,  no 
donbt,  an  extraordinary  exercise  of  power; 
bnt  It  woold  have  been,  nevertheless,  the  exer- 
cise of  a  power  belonging  to  his  ofBoe,  and 
-bristed  by  the  constitation  to  his  discretion. 
Bnt  when  he  pots  forth  an  array  of  arguments, 
8Dch  as  the  Message  employs,  not  against  the 
expediency  of  the  bank,  but  against  its  consti- 
touonal  existence,  he  confounds  all  distinc- 
tions,  mixes  qnestions  of  policy  and  questions 
of  tight  togetber,  and  turns  ^  constitutional 
nstn^ta  Into  mere  matters  of  opinion.  As 
frr  as  its  power  extends,  either  in  its  direct 
OSidcts,  or  as  a  precedent,  the  Message  not  only 
unsettles  every  thing  which  has  been  settled 
nnder  the  constitution,  but  would  show,  also, 
that  the  constitation  itself  is  ntterly  incapable 
of  any  fixed  constrnotion,  or  definite  interpre- 
tation ;  and  that  there  is  no  possibility  of 
establishing,  by  its  authority,  any  practical  lim- 
itations on  the  powers  of  the  respective  branch- 
ea  of  the  Government. 

When  the  Message  denies,  as  it  does,  the  an- 
thority  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  to  dedde  on  con- 
ititatioual  qnestlonB,  it  efied»,  so  far  as  the 
opinion  of  tne  President  add  his  authority  can 
effect,  a  complete  change  in  our  Qovemment 
It  doM  two  things :  first,  it  ctmverts  a  consti- 
tutional limitation  of  power  into  mere  matters 
of  opinion,  and  then  strikes  the  judicial  depart- 
ment, as  an  efficient  department,  out  of  our 
system.  But  the  Message  by  no  means  stops 
even  at  this  point.  Having  denied  to  Congress 
the  authority  of  jndging  what  powers  may  be 
constitutionally  conferred  on  a  bank,  and  hav- 
ing  erected  the  judgment  of  the  Preadent  him- 
■df  into  a  fltanaard  by  wh^  to  try  the  etsurtii- 


tntional  character  of  mch  powers,  and  having 
deoonnced  the  aathorily  of  tiie  Snpreme  Court, 
and  decided  finally  on  constitutional  qnestioni^ 
the  Message  proceeds  to  claim  for  the  Presi- 
dent, not  the  power  of  approval,  hut  the  pri- 
mary  power,  the  power  of  originating  laws. 
The  President  informs  Congress  that  he  would 
have  sent  them  sudi  a  charter,  if  it  bad  been 
properly  asked  for,  as  they  on^ht  to  possess. 
He  very  plainly  intimates  libai,  in  bis  o|nnion, 
the  estatuishment  of  all  lam,  of  Hiis  nature, 
at  least,  belwisi  to  tiie  fiinolions  of  the  Ezeen- 
tive  Government^  and  that  Congress  on^t  to 
have  waited  for  the  manifestation  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive will,  before  it  presumed  to  touch  the 
subject.  Such,  Kr.  Preadent,  stripped  of  tiieir 
disguises,  are  the  real  pretences  set  up  in  behalf 
of  the  Executive  power  in  this  most  extraordi- 
nary pmer. 

Mr.  Frendent,  we  have  arrived  at  a  new 
epoch.  We  are  entering  on  experiments  with 
the  Goveniment  and  the  con^tntion  of  the 
country,  hitherto  untried,  and  of  ^earfol  aad 
appalling  aspect.  This  Message  calls  us  to  the 
oonton^tion  of  a  future,  which  little  lescm- 
blea  flie  past  Its  prineiplea  are  at  war  with 
all  that  pnblio  opinion  has  sustained,  and  a& 
wldoh  the  expenence  of  the  Government  has 
sanctioned.  It  denies  first  principles.  It  con- 
tradicts truths  heretofore  received  as  indisputa- 
ble. It  denies  to  the  judiciary  the  interpreta- 
tion of  law,  and  demands  to  divide  with  Con- 
gross  the  origination  of  statutes.  It  extends 
the  grasp  of  Executive  pretension  over  every 
power  of  the  Government.  Bat  this  is  not  all. 
It  presente  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union 
in  the  attitude  of  arguing  away  the  powers  of 
that  Government  over  which  he  has  been  cho- 
sen to  preside ;  and  adopting,  for  this  pnrpoee, 
modes  of  reasoning  which,  evea  under  tiie  in- 
fluence of  all  proper  feeling  towards  hi^  offi- 
cial station,  it  is  difficult  to  r^ard  as  respect- 
able. It  appeals  to  every  prejudice  which  may 
betray  men  into  a  mistaken  view  of  their  own 
interests ;  and  to  every  passion  which  may  lead 
them  to  disobey  the  impnlses  of  their  under- 
standing. It  urges  all  tiie  specious  topics  of 
State  rights,  and  national  encroachment,  against 
that  which  a  great  mt^ority  of  the  States  have 
affirmed  to  be  rightful,  and  in  which  all  of 
t^em  have  acquiesced.  It  sows,  in  an  unqwr- 
ing  manner,  the  seeds  of  jealousy  and  ill-wiU 
agatuflt  that  Government  of  which  its  author  Is 
the  offiraal  head.  It  raises  a  cry  that  Uberfy  is 
in  danger,  at  the  very  moment  whm  It  pnts 
forth  uaiiQS  to  power  hmtofore  unknown  aad 
unheard  t^.  It  affects  alarm  for  the  public  free- 
dom, when  nothing  so  much  endangers  that 
fi-eedom  as  its  own  unparalleled  pretences. 
This,  even,  is  not  all.  It  manifestiy  seeks  to 
influence  the  poor  against  the  rich.  It  wan- 
tonly attacks  whole  classes  of  the  people,  for 
the  purpose  of  turning  agunst  them  the  pr^n- 
dices  and  resentments  of  other  classes.  It  is  a 
State  pi^r  which  finds  no  topic  too  exeitang 
Ibr  its  use ;  no  paadcn  too  inflammaMa  Itir  Its 
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addren  and  iti  aolidtatioii.  Bnoh  ia  the  Mes- 
iage.  It  remaiiiB,  now,  for  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  dioose  between  the  principles 
here  avowed  and  timt  Ooremment.  These 
cannot  enbsist  tMether.  The  one  or  the  other 
mast  be  r^eoted.  If  the  sentiments  of  the 
Message  shall  reoeive  general  approbation,  the 
constitution  will  have  perished  even  earlier 
than  the  moment  which  its  enemies  originalljr 
allowed  for  the  termination  of  its  existence. 
It  will  not  have  snrvived  to  its  fiftieth  year. 

Mr.  Whits,  of  Tennessee,  next  roae,  and 
addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 

.Hr.  President,  pressed  aa  we  are  for  time,  I 
nnist  oravB  the  indnlgenoe  ct  the  Senate,  while 
I  attempt  some  answer  to  the  matters  nived  bj 
the  Senator  from  Massaohnsetta,  to  the  iMsane 
acoompanTiDg  the  Inll  now  to  t>e  reconsidered, 

I  rejoice  that,  for  onc^  we  have  a  docament 
from  the  present  Ohief  Magistrate,  acknowl- 
edged by  the  opposition  to  be  frank'plain,  and 
ansceptible  of  only  one  interpretation.  Here- 
tofore, the  common  complaint  from  that  quar- 
ter has  been  that  his  important  oommuni- 
oaUons  were  so  worded  as  to  be  interpreted  one 
way  in  one  section  of  the  conntry,  and  in  a 
different  way  in  another.  Here  it  is  admitted 
we  have  a  docnment  so  worded,  as  to  be  nn- 
dentood  everywhere  alike.  The  honorable 
Senator  thinks  this  flrankneas,  on  the  part  of 
ttke  Chief  Ua^strate,  onght  to  be  met  in  a  oor- 
reeponding  spirit  by  tiiose  who  diflbr  from  him 
In  opinion.  Approving  of  this  coarse,  I  shall 
endeavor  to  be  equally  as  explicit,  in  what  I 
propose  to  say,  in  answer  to  his  argument. 

llie  Senator  thinks,  if  the  charter  of  this 
bank  is  not  renewed,  min  to  the  country  is  to 
be  the  consequence,  because  the  bank  must 
wind  up  all  its  conoems.  This  is  nothing  bat 
the  old  ailment  used  in*8Il,  when  the  then 
existing  bank  applied  for  a  renewal  of  lis  char- 
ter. Distress  to  the  oommuAity,  and  ruin  to 
tiie  conntry,  were  predicted  by  the  advocates 
of  the  bank.  The  predietions  were  not  verified. 
Hie  capital  employed  in  the  bank  wu  not  au- 
niiiilated.  It  still  existed ;  and  in  loans  to  in- 
dividuals, or  in  some  other  shine,  it  was  ap- 
plied to  the  nses  of  the  community.  Debtors 
Bonght  and  obtuned  accommodations  else- 
where :  as  the  notes  of  that  bank  were  with- 
drawn from  circulation,  their  places  were  sup- 
plied by  specie,  or  the  paper  of  local  institn- 
tioua,  and  little  or  no  iocooveaienoe  was  ex- 
perienced; and  such  will  be  the  case  again, 
should  the  charter  of  this  bank  be  allowed  to 
expire  in  1886.  Debtors  wor^y  of  credit  will 
oMain  aocommodadons  from  either  indlvidnala 
or  other  banks,  and  discha^  their  daes  to 
this ;  and  as  tiie  notes  of  this  bank  disappear, 
their  places  will  be  supplied  by  specie,  or  the 
paper  of  other  banks,  and  the  mass  of  the  com- 
munis will,  in  a  short  time,  hardly  be  sensible 
that  the  operation  of  winding  up  has  been  per- 
formed. We  have  been  told  that,  in  the  valley 
oi  the  Mississippi  aloM.  there  are  dne  to  tiiis 
bank  thirty  nmiions  of  ddlar^  twentj  mOlkMU 
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for  loans  made^  and  ten  milUona  tor  domeetio 
bins  (tf  exchange.  That  the  press  ocoarioned 
by  the  ocdleotion  of  this  debt  will  be  too  severe 
to  be  borne.  The  charter  has  almost  four  years 
yet  to  run,  and  then  two  years  are  allowed  for 
collections,  making  nearly  rix  years.  How 
often  have  we  been  told  during  this  session  of 
the  general  prosperity  of  the  country,  and 
espe^ally  that  part  of  it  in  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi.  If  these  statements  have  any  re- 
semblance to  the  &ct,  it  ought  to  be  entirely 
within  the  power  of  these  debtors,  in  five  or  six 
years,  to  aqjost  and  pay  whatever  they  may 
owe.  I  most  repeat  wlwt  I  said  aa  a  former 
ooeation ;  If  these  debts  are  real  transactions, 
the  a^Jibibnait  oi  them  will  be  a  simple  opera- 
ti<m.  The  paper  evidenmng  these  debts  will 
be  paid  at  maturity ;  and  let  the  bank  be  care- 
ful not  to  discount  when  the  charter  is  near 
expiring,  and  the  whde  object  will  be  aconn- 

SUshed.  If  the  transactions  are  not  real,  but 
ctitioos,  and  theptq>erdi8oonnted  hasassnmed 
the  appearance  of  business  paper,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  permanent  loans,  in  other 
words,  standing  accommodations,  the  sooner 
the  tmth  is  known,  the  better  to  all  oonoemed. 
The  oommnnity  has  a  deep  interest  in  this  mat- 
ter :  false  credit  ^tmi  to  individuals  hj  false 
iq^warances  is  an  iidnij  to  Bodetr,  and  of  no 
actual  benefit  to  individuals ;  and  the  aomer 
sneh  traDSactions  are  brought  to  a  dose,  all 
the  better ;  the  Itaww  will  be  the  mnnbw  of 
Boflbrers. 

If  I-  am  not  very  much  mistaken,  tills  oi^im 
was,  some  years  ago,  advanced,  in  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  opinions 
upon  such  a  sul^eot  are  entitied  to  the  highest 
reroect. 

But,  rir,  if,  when  this  bank  has  been  in  opera- 
tion only  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  the  debts  nave 
become  so  numerous,  and  bo  large^  that  we  must, 
on  these  acoounts,  renew  the  charter,  I  must 
be  allowed  to  ask,  what  will  be  the  state  of 
things  at  the  end  of  thir^-flve  years  1  Will 
they  not  be  much  wwsa  t  Moat  oertaioly  they 
will.  What,  then,  do  gentlemen  meant  Do 
they  intend  that  this  ohvter  ahaU  become  per- 
petual ?  That  this  company,  foreigners  and  all, 
shall  have  this  monopoly  forever  ?  If  this  be 
not  their  intention,  I  must  ask  the  Senator  from 
Massaobusetts  to  tell  ns  at  what  time  the  insti- 
tution can  be  wound  up,  with  lebs  inconven- 
ience, than  at  the  expiration  of  the  present 
charter.  When  will  the  debtors  in  the  valley 
of  the  Mis»saippi  be  better  able  to  pay,  than 
when  this  charter  expires  ?  If  the  argoment  of 
the  Senator  proves  any  thing,  it  proves  that 
this  corporation  ought  to  exist  forever.  Is  any 
gentieman  willing  to  avow  this!  I  am  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  it.  Pay-day  for  these 
debtors  must  arrive  some  time ;  and  it  appeals 
to  me  that  the  afTairs  of  this  bank  can  probably 
be  closedf  with  less  inconvemence  to  the  com- 
moidty,  at  the  expiration  of  this  chartw;  than 
they  can  be  fifteen  years  afterwards. 

The  Senator  says,  the  President  alleges  that 
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the  application  to  renew  the  charter  is  prema- 
ture, and  thinks  we  oaght  not  to  be  chided  by 
him  for  acting  on  the  subject,  as  he  had  direct- 
ed the  attention  of  the  nation  and  of  Congress 
to  this  snbiect,  in  his  Message  of  1829,  and  in 
two  sacceeding  Messages. 

Mr.  President  to  me  it  is  obrioiu  tiiat  the 
notice  bUcen  of  uie  bank  in  those  Messages  was 
not  to  recommend  to  Oongreaa  to  act  upon  the 
sabject,  at  either  of  the  sessions  when  those  Mes- 
sages were  delivered ;  hnt,  as  tiie  subject  was 
e^emed  of  vital  interest  to  the  oommmuty, 
to  turn  the  attention  of  aU  to  it,  at  an  early 
period,  BO  that  the  opinion  might  be  well  ma- 
tared  apon  it,  when  the  charter  was  about  to 
expire,  and  when  it  would  become  necessary  to 
act  apon  it. 

But  if  Congress  ooght  now  to  act  upon  it, 
becaose  the  sul^eot  is  brought  before  os  by 
those  Messages,  why  was  It  not  acted  on  at  the 
sessions  when  these  Messages  were  delivered  f 
Why  not  at  the  sesnon  in  1820  F  The  Sraiator 
baa  answered  tiie  question  with  frankness.  He 
has  told  Tu  it  is  nuterial  iksA  it  should  be 
known  before  thePreiddentiflleteotion,  whether 
the  Preddent  woald  rign  tiie  act  renewing  the 
charter  or  not ;  because,  if  he  would  not,  he 
ou^t  to  be  turned  oat,  and  another  put  in  his 
place,  who  will ;  and  as  the  election  is  to  take 
place  the  succeeding  fidl,  application  for  the 
renewal  could  not  be  longer  ddayed. 

I  thank  the  Senator  for  the  candid  avowal, 
that  unless  the  President  will  sign  such  a  char- 
ter as  will  suit  the  directors,  they  intend  to  in- 
terfere in  the  election,  and  endeavor  to  displace 
him.  With  the  same  candor  I  state  that,  after 
this  declaration,  this  oharttt  shall  never  be  re- 
newed with  my  consent. 

Let  ns  look  at  thid  matter  as  it  la,  Lnme- 
diately  before  the  deotion,  the  directors  apply 
for  a  charter,  which  they  think  the  Prerident 
at  any  other  time  will  not  sign,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  compelling  him  to  sign  contrary  to 
his  judgment,  or  of  enconntering  all  their  hos- 
tility in  the  canvass,  and  at  the  polls.  Suppose 
this  attempt  to  have  succeeded,  and  the  Presi- 
dent, through  fear  of  his  election,  had  signed 
this  charter,  although  he  conscientiously  be- 
lieves it  will  he  destructive  of  the  liberty  of 
the  people  who  have  elected  him  to  preside 
over  them,  and  preserve  their  liberties,  bo  £ar 
as  in  his  power.  What  next  ?  Why,  whenever 
the  cbKter  is  likely  to  expire  faereaffcer,  they 
will  come,  as  they  do  now,  on  tlie  eve  of  the 
election,-  and  compel  the  Chief  Magistrate  to 
sign  sncb  a  charter  as  they  may  dictate,  on  pain 
of  b^ng  turned  out  and  disgraced.  Would  it 
not  be  hr  better  to  gratify  this  moneyed  aris- 
to<saey,  to  the  whole  extent  at  once,  and  re- 
new their  charter  forever }  The  temptation  to 
ft  periodical  interference  in  our  elections  would 
then  be  taken  away. 

Sir,  i^  under  these  circamstanoes,  the  charter 
is  renewed,  the  elective  franchise  is  destroyed, 
and  the  liberties  and  prosperity  of  the  people 
are  deHvered  orar  to  uis  moncgred  institation, 
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to  be  disposed  of  at  their  discretion,  against 
this  I  enter  my  solemn  protest. 

The  honorable  Senator  next  adverts  to  what 
the  President  says  on  the  constitutionality  of 
this  act,  and  animadverts  on  what  is  stated  in 
relation  to  there  being  two  precedents  in  Con- 
gress where  this  power  is  asserted,  and  two  in 
which  it  was  denied ;  and  then  Bseerta  that 
rinoe  the  year  1791,  when  the  first  bank  was 
chartered,  Congress  has  never  denied  this 
power. 

Mr.  President,  it  q>pears  tomethat,  wheflier 
the  President  can  show  any  recorded  vote,  de- 
nying this  power  or  not,  the  Swator  ought  not 
to  be  too  severe  upon  the  Ezecntive  for  tiiis 
mistake,  if  it  be  one.  When  a  renewal  of  tiia 
charter  was  applied  for  in  1611,  its  constitn- 
tionality  was  argued,  and  ably  »^ed,  by  those 
opposed  to  it,  and  the  application  was  r^ected. 
The  bank  then  applied  for  time  to  wind  np  its 
business ;  the  petition  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee who  reported  against  the  application, 
alleging  that  it  was  nnoonstitotional,  and  this 
report  was  oonoumd  in.  Aftarwarda,  in  1816, 
when  a  bank  charter  was  raider  orauideratim 
in  the  House  of  Bepresentativea,  a  membn  from 
Massachusetts,  in  his  place,  then  acting  under 
the  same  high  obligations  which  the  President 
acts  under,  argoing  against  the  charter,  statea 
expressly  that  the  renewal  of  the  charter  had 
been  refused  because  it  was  unconstitntionaL 
The  President,  without  doubt^  has  read  this  ar- 
gument, and  seen  this  reeolation ;  and  if  he  re< 
posed  confidence  in  these  statementa,  and  was 
thereby  misled,  which  I  suppose  he  was  not,  X 
submit  to  the  honorable  Senator  whether,  under 
snoh  ciromnstanoes,  he  would  not  have  been 
entitled  to  milder  treatment  fh»n  him,  than  he 
has  received.  ^ 

The  attention  ot%e  Senate  has  been  next 
called  to  that  part  of  the  Message  found  in  page 
six,  in  which  the  dedsions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  are  spoken  of. 

The  honorable  Senator  argues  that  the  consti* 
tution  has  oonstituted  the  Supr^ne  Conrt  a  tri- 
bunal to  dedde  great  constitutional  questdtms, 
such  as  this,  and  that,  when  they  have  done  bo^ 
the  question  is  put  at  rest,  and  every  other  de- 

?artment  of  the  CK}verument  must  acqoiesoe. 
his  doctrine  I  deny.  The  constitution  vests 
"  the  judicial  power  in  a  Supreme  Court,  and  in 
such  inforior  ooarts  as  Congress  m^from  time 
to  time  ordain  and  ertabUsh."  whenever  a 
suit  is  oommenoed  and  proseonted  in  the  oonrts 
of  the  United  States,  of  which  they  have  Jnria- 
diction,  uid  such  suit  m  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  as  that  is  the  court  of  the  last  resort,  its 
decision  is  final  and  conclusive  between  the 
parties.  But  as  an  authority,  it  does  not  bind 
either  the  Congress  or  the  PrcBident  of  the 
United  States.  If  either  of  these  co-ordinate 
departments  is  afterwards  called  upon  to  per- 
form an  official  aot,  and  conscientiously  believe 
the  performance  of  that  aot  would  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  oonstitntion,  they  are  not  boond  to 
perform  it,  bat,  on  the  oontrary,  are  as  mooh 
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at  liberty  to  decline  acting,  as  if  no  such  deci- 
sion had  been  made.  In  examining  the  extent 
of  their  ooDstitational  power,  the  opinion  of  so 
enlightened  a  tribunal  as  our  Sapreme  Ooart 
has  been,  and  1  hope  ever  will  be,  will  always 
be  enUtled  to  great  weight;  and,  without 
doubt,  eitiier  OonsreH  or  the  President  would 
always  be  disposea,  in  a  donbtftal  oase^  to  think 
its  decisions  correct :  bat  I  hope  neither  will 
ever  view  them  as  aotaoritylnDdiDg  upon  them. 
They  onght  to  examine  the  extent  of  Uior  oon- 
atitational  powers  for  themselTes;  and  when 
thej  luve  had  access  to  all  sources  of  informa- 
tion within  their  reach,  and  {pven  to  every 
thing  its  dne  weight,  if  they  are  satMed  the 
oonsUtntioa  has  not  nven  a  power  to  do  the 
act  required,  I  inriat  th^ongl^  to  refrain  from 
doing  it. 

Suppose  the  Hoose  of  Bepresentatives  to 
have  pawed  an  act  on  a  given  anhjeot  for  a 
number  of  sncoesuve  sessions,  and*  from  want 
of  time  the  Senate  had  not  acted  on  it,  and  the 
oonstitntioDalit7  of  snch  an  act  to  oome  before 
the  Senate,  would  any  member  think  those 
iq^niona  of  the  Hodbo  anthoritieB  by  which  he 
ms  botmd  t  Oertainly  not.  They  wonld  have 
doe  weight  and  be  respwtfbUy  considered,  bnt 
disregaraed  in  thededaion  made  by  the  Senate, 
if  eiiown  to  be  inoorreot.  In  prin<»ple  there 
oan  be  no  diffbrenoe  between  such  oaaea  and 
the  judicial  decisions.  Suppose  the  President 
to  recommend,  nev^r  so  often,  the  passage  of 
an  act  which  he  may  think  constitutional, 
would  the  S«iate,  the  House  of  Bepresentativee, 
or  tiie  courts,  feel  themselves  bound  by  his 
opinions?  I  think  not.  Each  oo-ordinate  de- 
partment, within  its  appropriate  sphere  of  ao- 
'  tion,  must  jndge  of  its  own  powers,  when  called 
upon  to  w>  its  offldal  duties;  and  if  «tber 
Iwndly  Miow  the  others,  "^ithont  forming  an 
ion  tar  itsd^  an  essential  check  a^iunst 
e»rolae  of  unconstitutional  power  is  de- 
stroyed.  A  mbtake  by  Oongresv  m  pasung  an 
act,  inconnstent  with  the  constitution,  foUoweS 
by  a  like  mistake  by  the  Sapreme  Gourt^  in  de- 
<^ding  such  act  to  tw  constitutional,  might  be 
attended  with  the  most  fatal  consequences. 
Let  each  department  jadge  for  itself^  and  we 
are  safe.  If  different  interpretations  are  put 
upon  the  constitution  by  the  different  depart- 
ments, the  people  are  the  tribunal  to  settie  the 
dilute.  Each  of  the  departments  is  the  agent 
<tf  the  people,  doing  tiieir  bunnesa  according  to 
the  powers  ocnferrad;  and  where  there  is  a  dis- 
^;reem«it  aa  to  the  extent  of  these  powera,  tiie 
pet^le  themselves,  through  the  ballot  boxes, 
must  settie  it  The  Senator,  if  I  heard  him 
oorrectiy,  has  said  that  the  President  has  as- 
serted tiiat  the  Supreme  Court  has  no  power  to 
^Mdde  upon  the  constitutimaUty  of  an  act  of 
Congress.  The  gentieman  has  not  attended  to 
the  Message  with  his  usual  accuracy.  No  such 
opinion  is  advanoed,  but  the  contrary,  that  each 
department  within  its  appropriate  sphere  of 
action  has  the  ri^t  to  Judge  for  itse^  and  is 
not  bonnd  hj  the  osiakn  of  both,  or  either  <rf 


the  others ;  and  this  I  iodine  to  think  is  the 
correct  constitutional  view  of  the  subject.  The 
honorable  Senator  thinks  the  President  entire- 
ly mistaken  when  he  snpposes  Congress  cannot 
deprive  itself  of  some  of  its  legislative  powers. 
Let  us  for  a  few  minntes  attmd  to  the  view 
of  this  part  of  the  subject  presented  by  the 
Message,  and  then  examine  its  correctness. 

The  Congress  is  vested  with  exolnaive  leri»* 
lative  powera  over  the  IMstrlot  of  Columbia. 
It  ther«bre  haa  an  undoubted  power  to  estab- 
lish, within  the  District,  as  many  banks,  with 
as  much  capital  to  each,  as  it  chooses.  By  this 
charter,  it  is  stipulated  that  Congress  shall  not 
esteblif^  any  buik  within  the  Sistiict,  nor  shall 
it  increase  the  capital  of  existing  banks.  This 
the  President  thmks  is  unconstitntiooal.  By 
this  agreement,  the  present  Congress,  and  its 
suocessors,  are  deprived  of  the  powers  of  estab- 
lishing any  bank,  no  matter  how  presnngly  the 
puUic  interest  may  require  one.  Congress  by 
this  agreement  will  have  stripped  itself  otaSl 
power  to  legislate  upon  a  subject  during  the 
existence  of  the  charter,  when  the  constitution 
had  vested  the  moat  ample  powers  Is  this  eon- 
stitutionalt  Ou^t  we  to  be  bonnd  by  audi  an 
agreement  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  and 
permit  the  best  interests  of  society  to  be  sacri- 
ficed for  the  want  of  a  power  which  the  consti- 
tntion  has  conferred,  bnt  vhioh  we  have  bar- 
tered away  ?  The  Message  supposes  we  are  not 
at  liberty  to  dispose  of  our  legislative  powers 
in  this  manner,  and  therefore  this  act  is  unoon- 
stitntional  This  is  oertidnly  a  very  important 
point.  If  we  make  such  an  agreement,  we  onght 
to  be  iMund  by  it ;  and  yet  I  think  oases  might 
ooonr,  in  which  we  ought  not  to  be,  nor  would 
we  be,  bound  by  any  such  agreement.  The 
publio  safety,  the  pnblio  intereet,  might,  long 
before  the  expiratiCHi  of  the  oharter,  imperiously 
demand  the  estaUldkment  of  one  or  more  banks 
within  the  IMatriet,  and  I  do  not  believe  wo 
oan  ocmatitotionally  deprive  onrsdvee  or  our 
anooesBors  of  the  power  to  do  so. 

Mr.  IVesident,  we  must  remember  that,  in 
case  of  a  war,  this  bank,  if  in  existence,  most 
be  our  m^  dependence  for  nusing  money ;  and 
yet  there  is  no  provision  by  which  it  is  bound 
to  loan  us  one  cent.  Now,  suppose  it  to  have 
existed  during  the  last  war,  and  the  stock  to 
have  been  owned  by  British  subjects  and  a  few 
of  our  own  citizens,  and  those  citizens  to  have 
belonged  to  that  sect  in  politics  who  were  seek- 
ing to  change  our  federal  rulers — who  thought 
it  willed  to  thank  God  fin:  our  victories  upon 
ather  land  or  water— who  had  sent  an  embassy 
to  tills  dty  to  request  the  then  President  to 
re^[;n :  does  any  man  believe  the  Administra- 
tion could  have  prootired  a  loan  for  one  cent? 
Tboee  politicians,  I  am  willing  to  suppose,  were 
acting  honeatiy ;  that  they  believed  the  war 
Impolitic,  nnjust,  and  wicked,  so  much  so  that 
they  would  not  aid  it  with  their  good  wishes. 
Does  any  one  suppose  that  they  would  not  have 
hcdd  it  treason  against  good  morals  to  have 
loaned  pecuniary  aid  I    Sorely  they  would. 
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We  most  tiien  h&ve  been  without  money,  and 
withoat  the  means  of  obtaiiiing  any.  Peace 
rnnst  have  been  made,  and  upon  any  tenna  dic- 
tated by  the  bank,  or  by  the  enemy. 

Kr.  President,  I  have  endeavored  to  expand 
my  mind  so  a»  to  take  this  enlarged  view  of 
the  subject,  and  what  I  find  is,  that  the  advo- 
cates Of  this  bank,  npon  the  plea  that  the  bank 
is  necessary  for  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Gov- 
enuDent,  wish,  by  eoDstmotion,  to  aoqnire  the 
power  to  create  a  bank ;  and,  hiiTing  tinu  poe> 
sessed  themaelTes  d  the  power,  wiui  to  nse  it 
BO  as  to  oonfer  powers  not  in  any  d^ree  neoes- 
Baiy  for  a  bank  to  possess,  to  enable  it  to  do 
all  whioh  the  Government  may  wish  to  have 
done,  bnt  throagh  which  the  stockholders  may 
enricu  themselves  and  their  friends,  and  acquire 
an  inflnence  greater  than  the  Govemmeot  itself, 
and  control  all  oar  political  conoems  in  sach 
manner  as  to  gratify  their  ambition  and  pro- 
mote their  interests  to  any  extent  they  may 
wish.  In  short,  it  appears  te  me  that,  in 
creating  the  bank,  the  pretence  is,  through  it 
to  do  the  public  business;  and  as  soon  as 
created,  the  pnt^o  badness  is  a  mere  inugnifl- 
oant  incident ;  and  prirate  emolbment,  withoat 
limit,  is  the  main  imffu 

Ur.  President,  In  anhmtttisg  this  Uessage, 
one  of  the  highest  dnties  of  the  Ohief  Magis- 
trate has  been  performed.  Under  peonliar  and 
trying  eironmstanoes  he  has  (dven  hia  genii- 
ments,  plainly  and  frankly,  as  ne  believed  his 
dnty  required 

When  the  excitement  of  the  time  in  which 
we  act  shall  have  passed  away,  and  the  historian 
and  biographer  shall  he  employed  in  giving 
his  aoconnt  of  the  acts  of  onr  most  distinguished 

Jablic  men,  and  comes  to  the  name  of  Andrew 
ackson :  when  he  shall  have  recounted  all  the 
great  and  good  deeds  done  br  this  man  in  the 
oonrae  of  a  loDg  and  eventm  life,  and  the  dr< 
onmataooes  under  which  thisHesaagewaa  ochu- 
-monloated  shall  have  been  stated,  the  oondn- 
rion  wiU  be,  that,  in  doing  this,  he  has  shown 
a  wilUngness  to  risk  more  to  promote  the  hap- 
piness of  his  fetlow-men,  and  to  secure  their 
Ubertiea,  than  by  the  doug  of  any  othn-  act 
whatever. 

Mr.  Ewnra  took  the  floor.  He  said  he  had 
thus  far  been  an  attentive  listener  to  the  dions- 
sion  which  the  snl^ect  had  elicited.  In  the 
progress  of  that  discussion,  his  own  views  had 
been  in  many  particnlars  anticipated.  8ome 
parts,  however,  of  the  Message,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  required  ezamlnataon,  had  been  but 
briefly  noticed,  and  others  passed  over  in  nlence. 
To  snoh  of  tbmL  eaXi  Mr.  £.,  as  I  deem  the 
most  important,  I  wiU  now  ask  the  attention 
of  the  Sennte.  But  in  this  dtscasdon  I  shall 
he  brief — carefully  avoiding,  as  far  as  may  be, 
a  repetition  of  the  subjects  abeady  dwdt  upon, 
and  arguments  already  advanced. 

This  Message  contains  the  Executive  condem- 
nation of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  a 
oniversaL  imqnalified,  condemnation  of  all  that 
it  ia.  and  all  that  Oongrefla  had'  pn^oaed  to 


[Jolt,  18S»> 

make  it.  There  is  no  objection,  howerar 
unfounded,  no  argument,  however  nnsonnd, 
which  lias  been  urged  against  this  institntion 
for  years  past,  both  in  and  out  of  tlus  capttol, 
but  are  collected  and  thrown  together  here  to 
make  up  this  extraordinary  p^>er.   Bat  its 

?aneral  merits  have  been  already  oraisiderod. 
he  parts  to  whioh  I  would  now  more  espe- 
cially invite  your  attention,  are  found  on  the 
third  page  the  printed  Message,  in  which, 
after  sayuic  that "  aU  theoI^ecttonaUe  principles 
of  the  eiiBting  oorporatirai,  and  moat  af^  ita 
odions  features,  are  retted  without  allevia- 
titm  "  in  the  bill  under  consideration,  proceeds : 

"The  fonrtb  section  provides  'that  the  notes  or 
bOIs  of  the  said  corporation,  although  (be  ssine  be 
on  the  &ces  thereof  respectively  made  payable  mt 
one  place  only,  AaH,  nevertheleis,  be  received  by 
the  said  corporation  at  the  bank,  or  at  any  of  the 
offices  of  discount  and  deposit  thereof,  if  tendered 
In  liquidation  or  payment  of  any  balance  or  bal- 
ances dne  to  said  corporation,  or  to  such  office  of 
diBcoont  and  deposit,  from  any  other  iDcorpmted 
bank.'  This  provlsioo  secures  to  the  State  banks  a 
lenl  privilege  In  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  withheld  from  all  private  oitiaens.  If  a 
Btate  banli  in  Philadelphia  owe  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  have  notes  issued  by  the  St. 
Louis  branch,  it  can  pay  the  debt  with  those  notes; 
but  if  a  merchant,  mechanic,  or  other  private  dti- 
sen,  l>e  in  like  drcunutances,  be  cannot,  by  law, 
pay  his  debt  with  those  notes,  bat  mnat  sell  tbem 
at  a  discount,  or  send  them  to  St.  Lotds  to  be 
cashed.  This  tioon  conceded  to  ttie  State  baioka, 
though  not  uqjust  in  itseli^  is  most  odions;  becMse 
it  does  not  measure  out  equal  jusdce  to  the  h]|^ 
and  the  low,  the  rich  and  the  poor.  To  the  extent 
of  its  practical  effect,  it  is  a  bond  of  omoa  among 
the  banking  estabUabmenta  of  the  nation,  eraeiing 
them  .into  an  interest  separate  from  that  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  its  necessary  tendency  is  to  luite  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  the  State  banks  in  any 
measure  which  may  be  thought  condudre  to  their 
common  interests.** 

P  And  this  is  one  prominent  objection  to  the 
bill  extending  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  one  of  the  reasons  for  re- 
fusing it  the  sanction  of  the  Executive.  This 
bank,  sir,  with  its  present  charter,  has  existed 
about  fitteen  years.  During  that  period,  ita 
effects  apon  the  country  have  been  tried  and 
tested.  The  present  charter  has  faults  and  im- 
perfections.  Men  of  business,  pursuing  the  va- 
rious avocations  of  life  in  a  state  of  society 
high^  complicated,  and  in  its  various  branches 
connected  and  intertwined  in  a  thousand  forms 
of  omnbination,  have,  la  that  Imig  period  of 
time,  Mt  all  the  good  and  all  the  evU  it  con- 
tained ;  bat  with  all  ita  good  and  all  ita  evil, 
taken  as  a  whole,  it  has  proved  highly  benefi- 
cial to  our  country.  That  it  has  so,  is  certain 
from  the  united  opinion  of  all  men  of  bosinees. 
and  almost  all  the  local  banks  in  the  Unitoa 
States,  whose  petitions  for  its  renewal  load  your 
table — ^petitions,  not  of  one  place,  or  of  one ' 
party,  or  one  class  of  men,  bat  (tf  the  pec^e 
of  aU  daase^  all  parties  ua  almost  all  seoCiooi 

Digi:ized  by  Google 


7%e  Bank  Vetx 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


527 


Jdlt,  188S.] 


Tkt&mk  Veto. 


of  the  Union— aod  gvaenilj  in  those  petitions 
they  caII  for  an  extension  of  the  eharter  of  the 
bank,  withoQt  saggesting  either  variation  or 
modification.  Others  do  snggest  existing  evils, 
and  ask  for  a  modifioation  which  will  remove 
them ;  bat  in  no  one,  and  from  no  quarter,  do 
we  hear  it  urged  as  a  complaint  that  the  notes 
of  the  bank,  wherever  payable,  are  not  made  a 
tender  at  all  places  for  the  payment  of  individ- 
ual debts  to  the  bank.  Was  U  neoessarj,  then, 
or  was  it  proper,  to  Inaert  sneh  provl^n? 
Oer^nly  not,  muess  some  evil  was  to  be 
avoide»d,  or  some  good  to  be  prodnced  by  it 

Tho  present  oh&rter  of  the  bank  pennits  them 
to  pay  out  and  put  in  oironlation,  at  any  one 
of  their  branches,  bills  payable  at  any  other 
branch.  The  bill  before  ns  restricts  them,  and 
reqaires  that  no  notes  of  a  denomination  whicb 
ooostitates  eorrency  shall  be  paid  out  or  put 
in  circulation  which  are  not  made  payable  at 
the  place  where  they  are  so  issued.  If;  then, 
an  individual  borrow  money  ^  a  branch,  and 
agree  to  pay  it  at  the  same  place,  is  it,  I  ask, 
neoessary  for  hia  protection,  or  conristent  with 
mercantile  habits  and  principles,  tiiat  he  should 
be  allowed  as  a  legal  right,  to  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  this  loan  the  notes  of  the  person  (or 
the  bunk)  of  whom  he  borrows,  payable  a 
tiionsand  miles  off?  It  may  be  just  eoongb, 
once  adopted  as  a  rule  of  law ;  bat  it  would  be 
embarrassing  in  the  extreme  to  the  len.der,  and 
it  would  compel  him  to  diminish  the  amount  of 
his  loans  in  order  to  sustain  his  credit.  But 
can  any  ii^niy  happen  to  the  borrower  by  the 
want  of  such  provision?  Every  individaal 
who  borrows  at  a  bank  knows  when  pay-day 
oomea,  and  if  he  be  provident,  he  prepares  for 
it  Iftoidd  the  bank  hold  Um  to  the  atriot  law, 
and  require  hua  to  pay  in  the  notes  <tf  tihe 
branch,  or  specie,  he  has  time  to  preptve  him- 
self wim  sneh  fands  as  may  suit  his  purpose,  by 
exchanges,  which  are  always  easily  effected. 
As,  for  example,  a  trader  or  mechanic  at  Oin- 
onnati  ttorrows  money  payable  at  that  place,, 
and  he  is  required  to  pay  in  notes  of  that 
branch,  or  specie ;  now  the  notes  that,  under 
this  charter,  would  circulate  there,  are  those  of 
Oincinnati,  Louisville,  and  Pittsburg.  If  the 
debtor  had  one-third  of  the  amount  due  in 
notes  of  each  of  those  branches,  and  the  bank 
at  (^ncdnnati  should  refuse  to  receive  any  but 
its  own  notes,  every  man  of  baainees  knaws 
that  an  honr  would  be  ample  time  to  exchange 
to  tiie  amount  of  any  moderate  loan,  and  with- 
out a  premium,  for  snob  fdnds  as  the  branch 
oould  not  refliae.  But  tiie  sapposition  that  this 
would  ever  be  required  by  the  bank,  is  per- 
fectly idle.  They  have  to  deal  with  the  people, 
and  the  good  will  of  their  customers  is  the 
source  both  of  their  convenience  and  tiieir 
profit.  It  would  be  wanton  folly  in  them  to 
refhse  notes  of  any  of  their  branches  in  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  due  them,  whenever  obtamed 
by  a  borrower  in  tiie  due  course  of  business, 
and  Mrly  o^red  for  that  purpose.  They  never 
haTe^  that  I  have  «Ter  heard  of,  as  ye^  in  the 


'  wh<de  oonrse  of  their  business,  and  I  presume 
they  never  will,  unless  their  officers  become 
insane,  or  an  unexpected  change  in  business 
should  render  it  necessary  for  self-preservation. 
But  compel  them  by  law  to  do  that  which  they 
now  do  voluntarily,  and  great  mischief  might 
follow.  In  the  fiuctuations  of  trade  there  will 
frequently  be  heavy  drains  upon  the  specie  of 
our  great  commercial  cities.  In  those  cities 
flows  from  every  part  of  the  Union  the  pq)er 
of  all  the  branebes,  brought  there  by  traders  as 
the  ftands  easiest  of  transportation  for  the  pur- 
chase of  merchandise.  There,  too,  the  heaviest 
loana  are  made  to  individuate,  and  the  amount 
becoming  due  to  the  bank,  in  a  single  day,  is 
sometimes  immense.  Now,  in  this  state  of 
things,  sappose  one  of  these  sadden  and  heavy 
pressures  upon  the  money  market  m  New  York, 
and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the 
other  banks  in  tiiat  city  are  drawn  on  at  once 
for  one  or  two  millions  of  dollars  of  specie,  and 
this  bank  oompdled  to  receive  the  paper  of 
remote  branches  in  payment  of  debts,  is  it  not 
obvious  at  once  that  tiiey  would  bear  the  whole 
preasure,  in  the  first  instanoes  at  least  to  tbe  ex- 
tent <tf  all  the  notes  of  all  the  branches  in  the 
money  market  of  the  place  f  The  Uanhattan 
Bank,  for  example,  has  $100,000  of  the  paper 
of  the  remote  branches,  and  wishes  to  make  it 
available  at  once  in  specie :  that  bank  would, 
through  the  medium  of  brokers,  bid  up  a  small 
premium  in  the  bills  on  remote  branches,  for 
those  payable  at  the  branch  in  New  York,  and 
the  debtors  whe  were  abont  to  pay  the  money 
on  their  own  notes  would  make  the  exchange 
and  take  the  prwunm,  and  tiie  Manhattan 
Bank  would  return  the  notes  of  the  branch  in 
New  York,  and  compel  the  ^tjmeiat  of  spede. 
Thus  every  sudden  pressure  would  be  cast 
wholly  upon  this  institution,  their  business 
would  be  cramped,  and  their  discounts  limited, 
and  no  good  or  useful  purpose  whatever  effect- 
ed by  it  So  much  as  to  the  propriety  of  this 
extension  of  the  general  privilege  of  tender  to 
individuals. 

With  respect  to  banks,  the  case  is  whoUy- 
different  They  are  the  rivals,  not  the  cas- 
tomera,  of  this  institution.  If  their  jealousy 
should  ever  be  excited  agiunst  any ;  if  they 
should,  from  any  cause,  attempt  the  oppression 
or  overthrow  of  any  intmst  in  the  eonntry,  it 
would  be  the  local  institations,  the  other 
chartered  banks  in  the  United  States ;  and  it  is 
against  the  possibility  of  such  oppression  that 
this  fourth  section  was  intended  to  guard. 

Bnt  it  is  further  said,  and  it  is  the  last  mis- 
chief discussed  under  this  head,  that  the  neces- 
sary tendency  of  this  provision  is  "  to  unite  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  State  banks 
in  any  measure  which  may  be  thoi^t  condu- 
cive to  their  common  interest" 

There  is  but  one  possible  mode  in  which  this 
provision  ci  the  charter  would  [H^uce  the 
effbot  proposed,  and  that  is  br  removing  a 
source  of  (MHitroTer^  and  discord  between  tbenif 
preventing  future  ccdUsions^  and  enabling  fkaa 
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to  parsne  more  bannoniotisly  the  general  ob- 
jects of  their  creation ;  for  unless  strife  and  dis- 
cord prevent  it,  all  men  and  all  institutions, 
who  possess  an  ordinary  share  of  wisdom  and 
foresight,  will  pursue  that  which  in  condociTe 
to  their  interest ;  and  if  the  same  object  be 
condacive  to  the  interest  of  the  whole  people, 
or  a  whole  class  of  incorporated  inslitatioDB, 
they  will,  unless  the  predomiaance  of  e\-il  pas- 
sions prevent  it,  unite  in  its  pursuit.  This  pro- 
Tisicm  might  have  had  the  efiect  of  removins 
causes  of  animouty  between  the  national  and 
State  insUtations,  and  have  alluded  or  prevented 
tiie  oocurrenceofhostileornnkmdly  feelings  be- 
tween those  who  directed  them,  and  thus  have 
enabled  them  to  pursue  their  common  interest 
without  jef^oufiy  or  collision,  and  by  their 
united  means  to  advance  the  common  interests 
of  our  country.  But  I  cannot,  for  myself, 
divine  why  the  removal  of  a  subject  of  discord 
between  tiiat  and  the  State  insdtntions  ahould 
be  made  an  olfjeedon  fatal  to  tiie  bilL  This 
difiScuIty,  if  it  be  one,  lies  too  deep  for  my  in- 
tellect to  fathom  it.  Surely  the  PreMdent  did 
not  iateni  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  the  State  banks  would, 
by  this  provision,  be  induced  "  necessarily  "  to 
unite  in  oppressing  the  people.  No  man  pos- 
TCsung  ordmary  intelligence  could  entertun  an 
opinion  of  this  kind,  and,  if  not  entertained, 
certainly  it  could  not  be  Intentionally  advanced. 
Unite  against  the  people  1  Why,  sir,  let  this 
bank  aud  the  State  bank  settle  their  accounts 
with  each  other  as  they  will,  or  let  the  law  set- 
tle for  them  aa  it  may,  they  are  still,  and  al- 
ways must  be,  rivals  in  trade,  and  their  compe- 
tition oompda  them,  and  must  always  oompel 
tiiem,  to  treat  their  customers  not  only  with 
jastioa  bat  with  courtesy ;  and  no  man  in  this 
age  and  nation  will  believe,  let  it  be  insinuated 
from  what  quarter  it  may,  that  a  law  compel- 
ling the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  receive 
the  paper  of  the  branches  in  payment  from  the 
State  banks,  will  form  a  bond  of  union  between 
them,  and  unite  them  against  the  people,  on 
whose  good  will  they  both  depend. 

I  have  BMd  that  the  States  have  an  nndoubted 
ti^t  to  tax  the  stot^olders  residing  within 
their  limits  for  all  the  stod^  which  they  hold 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  The  right 
of  taxation,  as  to  debts,  contracts,  stocks,  every 
■thing  which  is  of  untan^ble  nature,  (not  issuing 
out  of  real  estate,)  and  is,  therefore,  of  no  place, 
is  determined  by  the  domicil  of  the  owner ;  it 
is  supposed  to  exist  there,  and,  if  taxed  at  all, 
it  is  in  the  State  or  kingdom  in  which  its  owner 
resides.  Take,  for  exam^ile,  the  case  of  a  man 
resident  in  Virginia,  loaning  money  to  a  citizen 
of  Ohio.  Could  Ohio  tax  the  lender  in  conse- 
quence of  the  loan  ?  Certainly  not.  But  the 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  borrower,  dispose  of 
it  however  he  might — ^whether  he  retained  it 
on  hand,  or  converted  it  into  propwty,  or 
loaned  it  agaio — would  become  at  onoe  a  anb- 
jeot  of  taxBlloa  in  Ohio.  It  is  the  suae  be- 
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tween  kingdoms  as  States;  a  long^«stablisb«d 
principle  of  international  law,  never  departed 
from  in  times  of  peace  and  amity  :  and  even  in 
war,  conflscatioo,  or  the  suspension  of  the  rights 
of  the  creditor,  and  not  taxation,  is  the  ubdsI 
resort  against  the  credits  of  the  alien  enemy. 

There  is  another  clause  in  tiie  tfaii^  page  of 
the  Message,  to  which  I  now  «^  the  attantion 
of  the  Senate : 

"  It  has  been  urged  as  an  argament  iu  favor  of 
re^harteriog  tbe  present  bank,  that  the  caOiog  in 
its  loBDB  wiUprodooe  great  embamsBnent  and  dis- 
tress. The  ume  allowed  to  close  its  ooneetns  ia 
ample  :  aed  if  it  baa  been  well  nuwaged  its  preasore 
will  be  light,  and  heavy  only  in  case  its  muuge- 
meat  baa  been  bad.  therefore,  it  shall  prodac« 
distress,  the  fault  will  be  ita  own ;  aud  it  would 
furnish  a  reason  anjnst  renewiug  a  power  vhieli 
has  been  so  obvloauy  abused.  But  will  there  ever 
be  a  time  when  this  reason  will  be  less  powerfld? 
To  acknowledge  its  force  is  to  admit  that  the  bank 
ought  to  be  perpetual ;  and,  as  a  consequence,  tbe 
present  atockbolders,  and  those  inheriting  their 
rights  aa  auccesson,  be  eatabUsbed  a  priviieged  oi^ 
der,  clothed  both  wiUi  great  pt^tical  power,  aad 
enjoying  immense  pecuniary  advantages,  from  tlidr 
connecuon  -witb  the  Government." 

This  whole  clause  is  assumption,  without 
ailment  or  proof  to  susteio  it.  The  qaesti(Hi 
whether  the  time  to  close  the  concern  of  the 
bank  is  or  is  not  ample,  is  one  which  depends 
upon  a  variety  of  circumstances,  of  whidi  tiM 
most  important  are  the  amount  of  its  loans,  and 
ability  m  the  individoals  aud  of  the  oonntry  to 
pay  Uiose  loans  without  serious  pressure  npoa 
bouneas,  and  oonsequent  individual  and  pnblio 
distress;  bat  the  Message  avers  that  if  the 
management  of  the  bank  has  been  good,  tbe 
pressure,  on  the  withdrawal  of  its  loans,  will  be 
light,  and  heavy  only  in  case  ita  management 
has  been  bad.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  ac* 
cording  to  the  ideas  conveyed  in  the  Message^ 
that  the  bank  ought  to  have  made  no  loans  ex- 
cept to  individoals  who  were  full-handed  and 
always  ready  to  pay  ;  and  that  they  should  not 
have  been  liberal  of  tbeir  loans  in  any  portion 
of  the  country  where  money  was  scane,  and 
the  business  and  the  enterprise  of  the  pec^le 
dependent  on  their  capital  to  put  it  in  motion. 
In  other  words,  it  were,  acoording  to  the  Ifoa- 

Xgood  management  to  loan  to  the  ndt 
are  full  of  capital,  and  can  always  pay,  and 
to  refuse  to  tbe  poorer  and  more  enterprising 
sectioos  and  citizens  of  our  country,  who  bor- 
row to  create  capital  from  the  proceeds  of  their 
industry,  aided  by  their  loans.  In  this  I  differ 
from  the  Hessage  to  the  whole  extent.  This 
bank  was  little  needed  in  that  portion  of  our 
countr7  where  capital  has  been  aconmulating 
for  ages,  and  therefore  abounds.  It  was  nt^ 
wanted  in  Boston — they  could  do  well  enough 
without  it  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
Baltimore — but  In  the  Weatthe  younger  atten 
of  oar  confederacy,  Ohio,  £entn6ky,  Indiana, 
nUndfl}  and  Itiasoiiri,  where  tbs  whue  waatth 
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ctftbe  people  has  epnng  from  sm^  saTiogs  of 
the  inatutar  aad  enterprise  oi  the  present  gen- 
eratbuL  wno  themselTes  entered  and  snfa^n- 
gsted  tne  wilderness,  which  they  have  cov^sd 
with  frnitfol  fields  and  flonrishing  villages,  lu 
these  sections  of  onr  oonntrj,  capital — aoonmn- 
lated  capital — does  not,  and,  in  the  very  nature 
of  things,  cannot  exist ;  sod  there,  of  iQl  places 
else,  is  there  need  of  capital  to  snstain  the  en- 
ten>rise  and  aid  the  indostry  of  the  people. 

I  have  already  said  tiist  in  that  sectjon  of  the 
Union  we  are  without  capital.  The  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  in  pursuing  its  own  interest, 
has  done  what  mptivea  of  pnblio  spirit  would 
have  prompted.  It  loaned  extensivdy  where 
it  found  oapital  defldoit,  and  the  means  of  em- 
ploying it  abundant— and  at  this  time  we  have 
an  the  valley  of  the  Missiarippi  thirty  millions 

its  funds  invested  and  oziployed. 

That  the  employment  of  that  fund  has 
brought  with  it  pnbllo  improvement  and  general 
prosperity,  no  one  who  has  watched  the  progress 
of  that  section  of  the  Union  since  the  first  es- 
tablishment of  the  branches  of  this  bank  within 
its  Umits,  can  for  a  moment  doubt  How  steady 
and  how  ra^id  has  l>een  our  advance,  by  the 
md  of  this  nistltntioo,  and  other  concorrins 
causes,  from  a  state  of  financial  and  oommerciiu 
depree^oo,  to  one  of  almost  niuivalled  pros- 
pmty  I 

Bnt^  eir,  the  scene  is  now  to  be  changed.  If 
the  days  of  this  institution  be  nnmbered,  every 
principle  of  self-proteetion  most  constrain  it  at 
once  to  prepare  for  its  final  termination.  The 
capital  of  the  stockholders,  now  invested  in 
this  bank,  must  be  withdrawn,  in  order  to  seek 
another  investment.  Those  who  have  its  direc- 
tion, must,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of  duty  to 
their  employers,  call  in  their  loans  and  issues, 
and  prepare  for  its  final  withdrawal;  and  I 
now  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  its 
operation  upon  my  own  section  of  the  Union, 
not  with  the  hope  of  dunging  the  opinion,  or 
the  course  <tf  any  portion  tx  that  minority  who 
voted  originally  ag^ngt  the  bill,  and  withoot 
whose  aid  oar  stn^le  here  is  fraitiess  and  nn- 
avuling ;  but  I  ^eak  that  my  own  may  be 
heard  oeyond  these  walls  by  those  whom  I 
represent,  that  they  at  least  may  know  that  I 
have  not  been  blind  to  their  interest,  or  un- 
mindftal  of  my  duty  towards  them. 

1^,  of  the  whole  thirty  millions  loaned  in  the 
Western  States,  but  one  hnndred  and  forty 
thousand  two  hnndred  dollars  are  owned  as  stock 
in  that  seetiMk  of  the  country.  All  besides  of 
the  wh(rfe  thirty  nullions  most  be,  withbs  the 
coming  five  years,  oolleoted  and  withdrawn 
from  our  eironlation.  But  this  is  not  all:  there 
an  owned  by  foreigners  something  more  than 
efg^t  millions  of  the  stock  of  the  bank.  This 
som  can  find,  at  this  time,  no  other  safe  invest- 
ment in  our  coootry.  Ttiat  eight  millions  must 
be  shipped  from  our  seaboard  in  gold  and  sil- 
yer  to  the  capitalists  of  Enrope. 

The  withdrawal  of  that  som  firom  the  actual 
TouXI^-84 
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specie  oapital  of  onr  country  most  of  itself  cause 
ft  seorible  pressure  in  the  money  market ;  and 
that  pressnre,  thoufh  striking  first  on  the  com- 
mercial cities,  win  be  telt  throughout  the 
Union,  especially  in  the  West,  which  has 
always  maintained  with  them  a  constant  and 
close  connection ;  for,  sir,  scarcely  less  quickly 
do  the  nerves  in  the  animal  f^ame  carry  sensa- 
tion iratween  the  extremities  and  the  brfdn, 
their  common  centre,  than  do  the  rapid  lines 
of  commercial  intercourse  bear  the  vibrations 
of  money  capital,  the  relation  of  demand  and 
supply  in  the  commercial  world,  fh}m  our  cities, 
the  centre  and  emporium  of  that  commerce,  to 
the  extreme  points  of  our  Union.  What  man 
of  bn^ess  who  has  heard  of  a  sadden  claim  on 
one  of  the  commeroi^  dties  for  a  few  millions 
of  dollars,  but  has  felt  at  once  the  extended 

Eressure  upon  the  remote  point  which  he  may 
ave  occupied  f  The  transportation  of  this  ' 
ei^ht  millions  of  specie,  if  it  stood  alone,  and 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  aid  ns. 
and  break  the  force  of  the  shock,  we  should 
feel,  and  sensibly  feel,  even  to  the  farthest 
West. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  must,  then, 
withdraw  its  issues  and  call  in  its  loans,  or  as 
much  of  them  aa  the  amount  of  money  in  the 
country  will  meet.  As  this  medinm  disumears 
from  among  as,  the  property  of  every  indindual 
— land,  houses,  stock--the  fruits  of  the  earth — 
the  labor  of  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  and  all 
the  prodacts  of  their  labor,  must  so  down,  al- 
most to  nothing :  still,  for  years,  uiis  debt  will 
press  jieavier  and  heavier  upon  our  resources. 
Ihe  man  who  owes  the  bank  will  have  his 
debtors,  and  most  press  them  in  order  to  cast 
off  the  burden  from  himself.  Snits,  sales  of 
property  under  the  hammer  by  the  officers  of 
the  law,  come  next  in  the  progress  of  events — 
and  this,  sir.  not  upon  the  rich  and  purse-proud, 
the  monopoUst  ana  the  aristocratic  son  of  for* 
tune,  to  whom  the  Fre^dent  seems  to  think 
the  bank  is  alone  of  importance,  but  upon  the 
indnstriooB  farmer  and  meobanic,  the  bone  and 
nnew  of  onr  republic,  they  who  support  the 
Government  by  their  honest  indnstry,  and 
whom  the  rolers  of  our  land  ought,  in  all  things, 
most  carefully  to  guard.  In  this  state  of  things 
the  industrioos  poor  would  he  in  effect  delivered 
over,  boond  hand  and  foot,  to  the  voracious 
moneyed  speculator.  He  who  could  come  into ' 
the  country  in  the  midst  of  a  scene  like  that 
which  we  once  witnessed,  and  which  is  agtun 
at  hand,  armed  with  a  few  thousands  of  rmdy 
cash,  might,  if  he  had  the  hardness  al  heart  to 
do  1^  boy  himself  a  dnkedom  ont  of  the  fiunu 
of  onr  indnstriuios  but  mined  yeomaniy. 

Mr.  OuTTON  rose,  be  stuo,  for  the  pnrpose 
of  adding  to  what  had  been  suggested  by  gen- 
tiemen  who  had  gone  before  him  in  the  debate, 
his  own  views  of  the  true  issue  tendered  by  the 
President  to  the  country  in  the  Message  nnder 
consideration.  It  was  not  merely  the  question 
whether  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  St^es 


The  Sank  Veto. 


Digitized  by  Google 


530 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Semats.] 

should  be  rechartered,  bat  whether  an;  bank 
whatever  Bhoold  be  established  by  the  Govern- 
meat  after  the  expiration  of  the  act  of  Congress 
iiiooq>oratiQg  that  institution. 

This  Message  contains,  said  Mr.  O.,  two  sen- 
tences which!  will  ventnre  to  predict  will  be 
artfully  quoted  ia  the  oomin^  contest,  to  prove 
tbe  very  reverse  of  the  poution  which  I  have 
laid  dowDf  and  to  delude  the  people  who  are  to 
decide  this  qu^ton  as  to  the  real  ophiiona  of 
the  President  in  reference  to  the  whole  subject. 
We  shall  be  told,  sir,  that,  in  the  very  first  page 
of  this  document,  the  President  has  admitted 
that  "  a  Bauk  of  the  United  States  is,  in  many 
respects,  convenient  for  th%  Government,  and 
usefol  to  the  people ;  "  and  that,  on  the  twelfth 
page  of  the  same  paper,  he  has  etoA  '*  that  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  competent  to  all  the 
duties  which  may  be  required  by  the  Crovern- 
ment,  might  be  bo  organized  as  not  to  iofHnge 
on  onr  own  legated  powers,  or  the  reserved 
riditB  of  the  Statea,  I  do  not  entertain  a  donbt'* 
Without  stopping  to  InqiUre  for  what  pnrpose 
these  dedaratitHis  have  been  iatrodnoed  mto 
the  Message,  we  cannot  but  anticipate  the  uses 
to  be  made  of  them  hereafter ;  and  as  it  ia  of 
importance  to  the  whole  country  that  no  false 
coloring  should  be  given  to  the  Execntive 
opinion,  by  the  use  of  these  isolated  passages, 
I  will  consume  so  much  of  your  time  as  may  be 
necessary  to  dispel  the  iltusiofl  they  are  calcu- 
lated to  create. 

I  repeat,  then,  sir,  that,  fh}m  the  opiniona  of. 
the  Prerident,  as  folly  doTeloped  in  wis  pE^>er, 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  during  hia  Admin- 
istration, and  while  these  sentimenta  remained 
nnohanj^  any  bank  whatever  can  be  estab- 
lished by  this  €k>vemment ;  mi  to  show  it,  I 
will  content  myself  by  referring  to  a  few  para- 
graphs in  that  part  of  hia  argument  which 
tabora  to  prove  the  present  bank  charter  on- 
oonstitntional : 

"  Oa  two  sal^ecte  only  does  the  consUtution  rec- 
ognize in  Congress  the  power  to  grant  excluBive 
privileges  or  mouopolies.  It  declares  that  'Con- 
gnaa  shall  have  power  to  promote  the  progress  of 
science  and  nseohl  arts,  by  seoariog,  for  limited 
times,  to  authors  and  inrenton,  the  exolusive  right 
to  their  respective  writings  and  discoveries.'  Oat 
of  this  express  delegation  of  power  have  grown  our 
laws  of  patents  and  copyrights.  As  the  constitn- 
tfon  expressly  delegates  to  Congress  the  power  to 
grant  exclusire  privileges^  in  uiese  cases,  as  the 
means  of  executing  the  anbetuilive  power  *to  pro- 
mote the  progress  of  science  and  oseflil  arts,*  it  is 
eondstent  with  the  hir  rules  of  construction  to 
ooDclode  Hist  nieh  a  power  was  not  intended  to  be 
granted  as  a  means  of  accompUstung  any  other  end. 
On  every  other  subject  which  cornea  within  the 
scope  of  coDgressiooal  power,  there  is  an  ever-liv- 
ing diKretloQ  in  the  use  of  proper  means,  which 
cannot  be  restricted  or  abolished  without  an  amend- 
ment of  the  cODstituUon.  Every  act  of  Congress, 
tiierefore,  which  attempts,  by  grants  of  monopolies, 
or  sale  of  exclusive  privileges  for  a  limited  time,  or 
a  time  without  limit,  to  restrict  or  extinguish  its 
own  discretion  in  Uie  choicer  of  means  to  execute 
its  delegated  powers,  is  eqtdvalent  to  a  IsgislatiTe 
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amendment  of  the  constltation,  and  palpaUr 
constitutionaL" 

Here,  and  elsewhere  throughout  the  doeo- 
ment,  the  grant  of  a  charter  to  individuals  for 
banking  purposes  is  denounced  as  the  "  grant 
of  a  monopoly  "—the  "  sale  of  exclusive  piiTi- 
leges" — the  "grant  of  exolaslve  privil^es  or 
monopolies,"  "  equivalent  to  a  legislative  ameod- 
ment  of  the  consututaon,  and  palpably  nnoonati- 
tutional."  If  a  grant  to  one  incorporated  com- 
pany be  a  monopoly,  we  must  also  oooadcr  as 
monopolies  several  grants  to  several  such  com- 
panies. Twenty  such  grants  to  twenty  such 
companies  are  as  mnch  ules  of  ezdonTO  privi- 
legea  to  them,  as  that  which  is  the  peculiar  and 
present  subject  of  the  Preddent^a  animadver- 
sions. This  objection,  fatal  to  all  charters  by 
which  private  individoals  are  permitted  to  hold 
stock,  could  be  obviated  only  by  a  grant  cS 
charters  for  banlang  purposes  to  all  who  a^ 
them — a  mode  of  avoiding  the  constitotional 
objection,  not  to  be  supposed  to  have  entered 
into  the  imagination  of  htm  who  informed  os^ 
in  his  Message  of  1629,  that  even  the  present 
bank  had  entirely  fuled  in  the  great  o^ect  of 
eatabUshing  a  sound  and  uniform  currency. 

What  manner  of  a  national  bank  is  ttu^  A, 
in  wUch  the  people  of  onr  conntry  are  to  be 
prohibited  from  holding  stock  I  Another  im- 
portant feature  of  this  project  is  disclosed  on  the 
ninth  page  of  tiie  Message : 

"The  Government  is  the  only  'proper'  Judge 
where  its  agents  should  rsdda  and  Inep  tbsiruaees^ 
because  It  best  knows  where  tbdr  preHDce  vfll  be 
'necessary.^  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  'necessary* 
or  *  proper '  (that  is,  it  is  unconstitutional)  to  u- 
thonze  the  bank  to  locate  branches  where  U  jJrssps 
to  perform  the  public  service,  without  constdting 
the  Govemment,  and  contrary  to  its  wHL" 

The  infiBrenoe  is  then  djatinotly  drawn,  that 
a  bank,  which  can  locate  branches  where  it 
pleases,  must  be  a  bank  "  for  other  thw  publie 
purposes  "—or,  in  other  words,  that  the  power 
to  establish  two  branches  in  any  State,  with- 
out Uie  ioijuDction  or  request  of  the  Goveni- 
ment,"  Is  uncouBtitutional,  because  it  is  aot 
necessary  to  the  due  execution  of  the  powers 
delegated  to  Congress. 

I  put  it  Bolemmy^  now,  to  honorable  men  of 
all  parties  and  opinions,  to  be  answered  in  can- 
dor at  this  crisis  in  onr  aff^urs,  what  is  thii 
scheme,  this  onlyconstitutional  Bohmie  ci  a 
national  bank  I  what  were  the  feetnres  of 
that  bank,  than  wUoh  there  ia  no  other  whidi 
can  obtain  the  Executive  sanction  t  It  ia,  sir, 
that  plan  of  a  Government  bank  which  has 
been  denounced  by  evvrj  other  intelligeot  maa, 
of  every  political  party,  in  every  part  of  the 
country.  No  one — not  the  most  zealous  polit- 
ical partisan — not  even  a  single  ribald  editor, 
seeking  office,  has  ever  yet  dared  to  stand  up  in 
the  face  of  the  country,  and  proclaim  the  opin 
ion  that  such  a  bank  could  be,  tolerated  in  a 
free  country.  Both  in  and  out  of  Uiese  Halls 
snoh  a  scheme  has  been  ridieiiled  bj  man  of  all 
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parties.  The  Committee  of  Wajrs  and  Means 
of  the  other  Honse,  composed  of  his  strongest 
political  fHmds,  in  tlie  first  year  of  his  Adminis- 
traUoQ,ln  their  report  on  thupartof  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  of  1829,  speaRing  of  the  "  cor- 
rupting inSaence  which  such  an  inatitation 
woald  exercise  over  the  elections  of  the  coun- 
try," declared  it  to  be  "  irresistible,"  and  added, 
No  matter  by  what  means  an  Administration 
might  ^et  into  power,  with  sach  a  tremendous 
engine  in  their  hands,  it  would  be  almost  im- 

CiUe  to  displace  them  without  Bomemirujo- 
iaterpodtliui  of  Providence." 
I  ask,  wliat  is  to  be  done  for  the  oountryt 
All  thinking  men  must  nov  adndt  that^  as  the 

Cmt  bank  must  close  Its  ooncems  in  less 
fonr  years,  the  peonniary  distress,  the 
oommercial  embarrassments,  oonsequrat  upon 
Sts  dtstruotion,  must  exceed  any  thing  which 
has  ever  been  known  in  our  history,  unless 
some  other  bank  can  he  established  to  relieve 
OS.  Eight  and  a  half  millions  of  the  bank 
capital,  belonging  to  foreigners,  must  be  drawn 
from  us  to  Europe.  Seven  millions  of  the 
capital  most  be  paid  to  the  Government,  not  to 
be  loaned  again|  but  to  rem^,  as  the  President 
proposes,  deposited  in  a  branch  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, to  check  the  issnes  of  the  local  banks.  The 
immense  available  resources  of  the  present 
institation,  amounting,  as  appears  by  the  report 
in  the  other  House,  to  182,057,488,  are  to  be 
nsed  for  banking  no  longer,  and  nearly  fifteen 
miilious  of  dollars  in  notes  disoounted,  on  per- 
sonal and  other  security,  most  be  paid  to  the 
bank.  The  State  banks  mnst  pay  over  all  their 
debts  to  the  ezpirmg  institution,  and  cnrtail 
their  discounts  to  do  so,  or  resort,  for  the  relief 
of  their  debtors,  to  the  old  plan  of  emitting 
more  paper,  to  be  bought  np  by  speculators  at  a 
heavy  disooant.  The  prediction  of  Mr.  Lowndes 
in  1819  mnst  be  fulfilled,  "That  the  de- 
stmction  of  the  United  States  Bank  would  be 
followed  by  the  establishmmt  of  paper  money, 
he  firmly  mieved;  he  might  also  aay  he  knew. 
It  was  an  eztremiw,  he  said,  from  which  the 
Hoase  wonld  recoil.'*  The  fiurmer  must  agaia 
sell  his  grain  to  the  country  merchant  for  StaXe 
bank  paper  at  a  discoant  of  from  ten  to  twenty, 
or  even  thirty  per  cent,  in  the  nearest  commer- 
cial city.  The  merchant  most  receive  from  the 
fwmer  the  same  paper  in  exchange  for  all  the 
merchandise  he  consumes.  The  merchant  with 
his  money  must  purchase  other  merchandise  in 
the  cities,  and  mnst  often  sell  it,  at  an  advance 
on  that  price,  to  the  farmer,  of  twenty  per  cent, 
to  save  himself  from  loss. 

The  depreciation  of  the  pqwr  thna  operates 
as  a  tax  on  the  fsrmer,  the  mechanic,  and  all 
the  oonsnmers  of  merchandise,  to  its  whole 
amount.  The  loss  itf  confidence  among  men, 
the  total  derangement  of  that  adourable  system 
of  exchanges  which  ia  now  acknowledged  to  be 
better  than  exists  in  any  other  country  on  the 
globe,  overtrading  and  speculation  on  false  capi- 
tal ill  every  part  of  the  country,  Uiat  rapid 
fluctu&ti<Hi  in  the  standard  of  value  for  money, 


whidb,  like  the  nnseen  pestUenoe,  withers  all 
the  efforts  of  industry,  wliile  tiie  sufferer  is  in 
utter  ignorance  of  the  cause  of  his  destmotion; 
bankruptcies  and  rain,  at  the  anticipation  of 
which  the  heart  tokens,  mnst  follow  in  the  long 
tnun  of  evils  which  are  assuredly  before  us. 


T&DB8DAT,  July  13. 
The  Bank  Veto. 

The  Senate  having  resumed  the  oousideration 
of  the  veto  Kessage  of  the  President, 

ICr.  OLA.T  rose.  He  said  he  had  some  obser- 
vations to  subndt  on  this  questioii,  which  he 
would  not  trespass  on  the  Soiate  m  offerlna, 
but  that  it  had  some  command  of  leisure/^ 
consequence  of  the  conference  which  had  been 
agreed  upon  in  re^>ect  to  the  tari^. 

A  bill  to  rechsrter  the  bank  had  reoen^ 
passed  Congress,  after  much  deliberation.  In 
this  body,  we  know  that  there  are  members' 
enough,  who  entertain  no  constitutional  scmples, 
to  make,  with  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was 
passed,  a  majority  of  two-thirds.  In  the 
Honse  of  Representatives,  also,  it  is  believed 
there  is  a  like  majority  in  favor  of  the  bilL 
Notwithstanding  this  ati^  of  things^  the  Presi- 
dent has  rejected  the  biU,  and  transmitted  to 
the  Senate  an  elaborate  Message,  communicating 
at  large  his  objections.  The  constitution  re- 
quires that  we  should  reconsider  the  bilL  and 
that  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  President's 
objections  notwithstanding,  shall  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays.  Bespect  to  him,  as  well  as  the 
injunctions  of  the  constitution,  require  that 
we  should  deliberately  examine  hia  reason^  and 
reconsider  the  question. 

The  veto  is  an  extraordinary  power,  which, 
though  tolerated  by  the  constitution,  was  not 
expected  by  the  convention  to  be  used  in  ordi- 
ntfy  cases.  It  was  designed  for  instances  of 
mwnpitate  legishdaon,  in  unguarded  momoits. 
Thus  restiieted,  and  it  bad  been  thus  resteit^ 
by  all  former  Preddents,  it  might  not  be  mia- 
chievouB.  During  Mr.  Madison's  Administration 
of  eight  years,  there  had  occurred  but  two  or 
three  esses  of  its  exerose.  During  the  last 
Administration,  I  do  not  now  recollect  that  it 
was  once.  In  a  period  littie  upwards  of  three' 
years,  the  present  Chief  Ma^strste  has  em- 
ployed the  veto  four  times.  We  now  hear 
quite  frequently,  in  the  progress  of  measures 
mrough  Congress,  the  statement  that  the  Preai- 
dent  will  veto  them,  urged  as  an  otgection  to 
their  passage. 

The  veto  is  hardly  reoondlable  with  the  gen- 
ius of  representative  Government.  It  is  totally 
irreconcilable  with  it,  if  it  is  to  be  .frequentljr 
employed,  in  respect  to  the  expediency  of  measr 
nres,  as  well  as  their  constitutionality.  It  is  a 
feature  of  our  Government  borrowed  from  a 
prerogative  of  the  British  King.  And  it  is 
remarkatde  that  in  England  it  has  grown  obso- 
lete, not  having  been  used  finr  npwarda  ot  ^ 
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oentnrj.  At  the  coinmeiicement  of  the  Frenoh 
reT<diition,  iu  discussing  the  principles  of  their 
ocMutitQtion,  iu  the  National  (invention,  the 
Teto  held  a  oonspicuona  fignre.  The  gay,  laugh- 
ing population  ot  Paris  histowed  on  tiie  Euig 
the  appellation  of  Umdenr  Veto,  and  the 
Qneen  that  of  Madame  Veto.  The  cooTention 
finallj  decreed  that  if  a  measnre  rtjeoted  hjr 
the  Ein^  slionld  obtun  the  sanction  of  the  two 
oononiTiDg  Legislatures,  it  shonld  be  a  law,  not- 
withstanding  the  Teto.  In  the  constitution  of 
Kentucky,  and  perhaps  in  some  of  the  State 
constitutions,  it  is  provided  that  if,  after  the  re- 
Jeotion  of  a  bill  by  the  Gbremor,  it  shall  .be 
passed  by  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected 
to  both  Houses,  it  AxaH  become  &  law,  notwlth- 
atanding  the  Governor's  objectionB.  As  a  co- 
ordibate  brandi  of  tbe  Government,  Hm  Chief 
Va^Btrate  has  great  w^ht.  I^afterarespect- 
fol  oonsideration  of  bis  objections  urged  against 
a  bill,  a  m^ority  of  all  the  members  elected  to 
.the  Legidatnre  shall  still  pass  it,  notwithstand- 
ing  his  ofScisl  influence  and  the  force  of  his 
reasons,  ought  it  not  to  become  a  law  (  Ought 
the  opinion  of  one  man  to  overrule  that  of  a 
l^slative  body  twice  deliberately  expressed  f 

It  cannot  be  imagined  that  tbe  convention 
contemplated  the  application  of  the  veto  to  a 
question  which  has  been  so  long,  so  often,  and 
■o  thoroughly  scratinized,  as  that  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  by  every  department  of 
the  Government,  in  almost  every  stage  of  its 
existence,  and  by  the  people,  and  by  t£e  State 
LegUatores.  Of  all  taa  controrerted  qneetions 
wluch  have  sprung  up  under  onr  OoTurnmenL 
not  one  has  been  so  fn]^  inveatiigated  as  that  of 
Its  power  to  establish  a  Bank  of  the  ITnited 
States.  More  than  seventeen  years  ago,  in 
January,  1816,  Kr.  Hadisuo  then  sMd  in  a  Hes- 
aage  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  "Waiv- 
ing the  question  of  tbe  constitutional  authority 
of  the  Legislature  to  establish  an  incorporated 
bank,  as  being  precluded,  in  my  judgment,  by 
repeated  reoognitiooa,  under  varied  ciroum- 
etanoes,  of  the  validity  of  such  an  institution,  in 
acta  of  the  l^isl^ve,  executive,  and  judicial 
branches  of  the  Qovemment,  accompanied  by 
indications,  in  diff^nt  modes,  of  a  oonour- 
renoe  <rf  tiie  gmwal  will  oi  the  nation."  Hr. 
IbdiuD,  bimself  opposed  to  the  first  Bank  of 
the  UMtod  States,  yielded  his  own  convictions 
to  those  (tf  the  nation,  and  aU  the  departmokta 
of  the  Government  thus  often  expressed.  Sub- 
nqnent  to  this  true,  hut  strong  stotement  of  the 
case,  tiie  present  Buik  of  the  United  States 
was  established,  and  numerous  other  acts  of  all 
the  departments  of  the  Grovernment,  manifest- 
ing their  settied  sense  of  the  power,  have  been 
added  to  those  which  existed  piiof  to  tbe  date 
of  Mr.  Madison's  Message. 

No  question  has  l>eeo  more  generally  dis- 
ODSsed,  within  the  last  two  years,  Dy  tiie  people 
at  large,  and  in  State  Ijegislatores,  than  that  of 
tiie  bank;  and  this  oonuderation  of  it  has 
been  prompted  by  the  President  himself.  In 
bis  first  Iteasage  to  Oongresi,  (in  December, 


1829,)  he  brought  the  subject  to  tbe  view  d 
that  body  and  the  nation,  and  exprrasly  declared 
that  it  could  not,  for  the  interests  of  all  coo- 
ceroed,  be  "  too  sooq  "  settied.  In  each  <tf  hii 
subsequent  annual  Messages,  in  1829  and  h 
1881,  he  agfun  invited  tbe  attentitm  of  Cragnii 
to  the  salgeoL  Thna^  after  an  interval  of  two 
years,  and  aftw  the  interyention  oi  the  electum 
of  a  new  Oongreas^  the  President  deliber&tel; 
renews  his  recommendation  to  consider  tbe 
question  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  tim 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  And  yet  his  fiiends 
now  declare  the  agitation  of  the  question  to  be 
premature  I  It  was  not  premature  in  1829  to 
present  the  qnestion,  but  it  is  premature  ji 
1882  to  consider  and  decide  it  I 

After  the  President  had  directed  public  atten- 
tion to  this  question,  it  became  not  raly  s  togm 
of  popular  conversation,  but  was  discussed  is 
the  ^reas,  and  employed  as  a  theme  in  pq)Dkr 
eleotiona,  I  was  myself  interrogated  <m  mon 
oocaricms  than  one,  to  maike  a  pnUic  expresaon 
of  my  seutimoitB;  and  a  fhend  of  mine,  in 
Kentao^,  a  candidate  tor  the  State  Legislatu^ 
told  mCj  near  two  years  ago,  that  he  was  mr- 
prised,  in  an  obscure  part  of  his  country,  (the 
hills  of  Benson,)  where  there  was  bat  little 
occasion  for  banks,  to  find  himself  questiotKd 
on  the  stump  as  to  the  recharter  of  tbe  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  It  seemed  as  if  a  sort  of 
general  order  had  gone  out  from  head-qoarten 
to  tbe  partisans  of  tbe  AdiuinistratioD  ereir- 
where,  to  agitate  and  make  the  most  «f  tbt 
guestimu  They  have  done  n> :  and  thur  eon' 
dition  now  reminds  me  of  tiie  fitble  invented 
hy  Dr.  Franklin  of  the  Kagle  and  tbe  Cat,  to 
demonstrate  that  Saop  had  not  exlisQsw 
invention,  in  the  oonstruction  cf  his  memorable 
fables.  The  eagle,  you  know,  Mr.  President, 
poimced,  fhim  his  lofty  flight  in  the  air,  npoo 
a  cat,  taking  it  to  be  a  pig.  Having  borne  off 
his  prize,  he  quickly  felt  most  punfblly  the 
paws  of  the  cot  thrust  deeply  into  bis  mm 
and  body.  Whilst  flying,  he  held  a  P^^^^  *'t 
tbe  supp(Med  pig,  and  propoeed  to  let  go  hie  hold, 
if  the  other  would  let  him  alone.  No,  uj» 
puss,  you  brought  me  from  yonder  earth  be»*i 
and  I  will  hold  fast  to  you  until  you  cany  W 
back;  a  condition  to  which  the  ea^  naiiV 
assented. 

The  friends  of  the  Freddent,  who  bav«  bMi 
for  near  three  years  agitating  this  4°^**^^"^ 
turn  round  upon  their  opponents  who  W« 
supposed  the  Preudent  quite  serious  ana  a 
earnest,  in  presenting  it  for  public  coiisidentu^ 
and  ohar^  them  with  prematurely  ap''*"''S./*J 
And  that  for  electioneering  puiposes! 
other  side  understands  perfecUy  the  P**"^  ^ 
preferring  an  unjustuharge  in  order  to  a«*i 
well-founded  aoonsatioo.  ,    .  ^ 

If  there  he  an  electioneering  motiv* 
matter,  who  have  been  actnated  by  i^j 
who  have  token  the  President  at  l^*" 
deliberated  on  a  measure  whiob  be 
peatedly  recommended  to  their  ««irid«MW»i 
or  thoaa  who  hvn  naortod  to  aU  aow  * 
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means  to  elade  the  qnestioD  ?  Bj  alternatelj 
eoaziag  and  threatening  the  bank ;  by  an  ez- 
traordinarr  iDTes^atton  into  the  adininistratioa 
of  the  bank ;  and  07  every  apeoles  of  postpone- 
ment and  procraatination,  daring  the  progress 
of  the  hUl 

Notwithstanding  all  these  dilatory'  expedients, 
a  minority  of  Congress,  prompted  by  the  will 
and  the  best  interests  of  the  nation,  passed  the 
bill.  And  I  shall  now  proceed,  with  great 
respect  and  deference,  to  exaitiine  some  of  the 
objections  to  its  becoming  a  law,  otmt^ned  ia 
the  Fre^ent^s  JCessage,  avoiding,  as  much  as  I 
ean,  a  repetition  of  iriutfc  gentlemen  have  add 
who  preceded  me. 

The  Preudent  thinks  that  the  precedents, 
drawn  from  the  proceedings  of  Oongresa,  as  to 
tlie  conatitntional  power  to  establish  a  bank, 
are  nentmlized,  by  there  iMiog  two  fSor,  and 
two  agiunst  the  anthority.  He  sapposes  that 
one  Congress  in  1811,  and  another  in  1816, 
decided  against  the  power.  Let  ns  examine 
both  of  these  oases.  The  Honse  of  Represent- 
atives, in  1811,  passed  the  bill  to  recharter  the 
bank,  and  consequently  affirmed  the  power. 
The  Senate  during  the  same'  year  were  divided, 
17  and  17,  and  me  Vioe  Freddent  gave  the 
casting  vote.  Of  the  seventeen  who  voted 
wainst  the  bank,  we  know,  from  the  deolara^ 
Qon  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  (Hr.  Siutk,) 
now  present^  that  he  entotdned  no  doabt 
whatever  of  the  conatitntional  power  of  Con- 
gress to  establish  a  Iiank,  and  that  he  voted  on 
totally  distinct  ground.  Taking  away  his  vote, 
and  adding  it  to  the  17  who  voted  for  the  bank, 
the  namber  woold  have  stood  18  for,  and  16 
against  the  power.  Bat  we  know,  farther,  that 
Ur.  Oaillara,  Kr.  Anderson,  and  ilr.  Kobinson, 
made  a  port  of  that  16 ;  and  that  in  1816  all 
three  of  them  voted  for  the  bank.  Take  those 
three  votes  from  the  - 16,  and  odd  them  to  the 
18,  and  the  vote  of  1811,  as  to  the  qaestlon  of 
the  oonstitntional  power,  would  have  been  SI 
and  18.  And  of  these  thirteen,  there  might 
have  been  others  still  who  werftnotgoveRieaia 
their  votes  by  any  doabta  of  the  power. 

In  regard  to  the  Congress  of  1816,  so  far  from 
their  having  entertuned  any  scmples  in  respect 
to  tlie  power  to  establish  a  bank,  they  actoally 
passed  a  bank  bill,  and  thereby  affirmed  the 
power.  It  is  trne  that,  by  the  casting  vote  of 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represeutatives, 
(Ur.  Cheves,)  they  rejected  another  bank  bill, 
not  on  gronnds  of  want  of  power,  bat  upon 
oon^derations  of  expediency  in  the  partionlar 
itraetnre  of  that  baiut 

Both  the  adverse  precedents,  therefore,  relied 
npon  in  the  Message,  operate  dlrectiy  against 
the  a^ment  which  they  were  brought  forward 
to  mamt^  Congress,  by  various  other  acts, 
in  relation  to  the  Bttak  of  the  United  States, 
has  again  and  agidn  sanctioned  the  power. 
And  I  believe  it  may  be  trnly  affirmed  that, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Government  to 
this  day,  there  has  not  been  a  Congress  of^Kwed 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  npon  the 


distinct  ground  of  a  want  of  power  to  estab- 
lish it. 

And  here,  Mr.  President,  I  most  reqaest  the 
indulgence  of  the  Senate,  whilst  I  express  a 
few  words  in  relation  to  myself. 

I  voted  in  1811,  against  the  old  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  I  delivered  on  the  occasion  a 
speech,  in  which,  among  other  reasons,  I 
assigned  that  of  its  being  unconstitationaL 
My  speech  has  been  read  to  tlie  Senate  during 
the  progress  of  this  bill,  bat  the  reading  of  it 
enrited  no  other  regret  than  tiiat  it  was  read  in 
sooh  a  wretched,  bnngliog,  mangling  manner. 
Daring  a  long  public  life,  (I  meutiou  the  fact  not 
as  chdming  any  merit  tor  it,)  the  only  great  qne»- 
tioa  in  which  I  have  ever  clumged  my  opmioa^  ia 
that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  If  the 
researches  of  the  Seoator  had  carried  him  a  little 
farther,  he  would,  by  taming  over  a  few  more 
leaves  of  the  same  book  from  which  he  read  my 
speech,  have  found  that  which  I  made  in  1816, 
in  support  of  the  present  bank.  By  the  reasons 
assigned  ia  it  for  the  change  of  my  opinion,  I 
am  ready  to  abide  in  the  jud^ent  of-  toe 
preseat  geoeratiou  and  of  posterity.  In  1816^ 
being  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
it  was  porfeotly  in  my  power  to  have  asia 
nothing  and  done  nothing,  and  thos  have  em- 
oealed  the  change  of  opinion  which  my  mind 
had  undorgone.  But  I  did  not  choose  to  rem^ 
silent  and  escape  responsibility.  I  diose  pub- 
licly to  avow  my  actual  conversion.  The  war, 
and  the  &tal  experience  of  its  disastrous  events, 
had  changed  me.  Mr.  Madisoo,  Governor  Pleas- 
ants, and  almost  all  the  pnbUe  men  aronnd  me^ 
my  political  friends,  had  changed  th^  <^dnlona 
from  the  same  causes. 

The  power  to  establish  a  bank  is  deduced 
from  that  clause  of  the  constitatioa  which 
confers  on  Congress  all  powers  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  into  effect  tiie  enumerated 
powers.  In  1811, 1  believed  a  Bank  of  the 
United  States  not  necessary,  and  that  a  eafe 
rellanee  nd^  be  placed  on  the  local  banks, 
in  the  adminiitration  <^the  fisool  afliBirs  of  the 
Government.  The  war  taught  ns  many  lessons ; 
and,  among  others,  demonstrated  the  necessity 
of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  sucoessfm 
operations  of  the  Gh)vernment.  I  will  not 
trouble  the  Senate  with  a  perusal  of  my  speech 
ia  1816,  bat  ask  Its  permiadon  to  read  a  taw 
extracts : 

"But  how  stood  the  case  in  1816,  when  he  wu 
called  apoQ  sgKin  to  ezaoiine  the  powers  of  the 
General  Government  to  Ineorporote  a  Dational 
bank  t   A  total  change  of  drBunutsiiQea  was  pr^ 

seated — events  of  the  utmost  magnitude  had  inter* 
vened. 

"  A  eeneral  suapenaion  specie  parents  had 
taken  place,  aad  this  bad  led  to  a  trim  of  conse- 
qoencea  of  the  most  alarmiDg  nature.  He  twheld, 
dispersed  over  the  immense  extent  of  the  United 
States,  about  three  hundred  banking  inatitutions, 
enjoyiDg,  Id  different  degrees,  the  confidence  (tf  the 
put^o,  sbakeo  aa  to  them  all,  onder  no  direct  oob- 
trol  of  the  General  Govemment,  and  snttfeot  to  no 
oaaslnqwadbillty  to  the  Sute  authorities.  These 
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insthntioiuwero  emlUing  the  kctnal  currencj  of  the 
Unhed  States— I  enrrenoy  cousisting  of  paper,  on 
which  Uiey  neither  pi^d  intereat  nor  principal, 
vhikt  it  vaa  exchanged  for  the  paper  of  the  com- 
maaity,  on  which  both  were  paid.  We  saw  these 
institations,  in  fact,  exercimnK  what  had  been  ood- 
ndered,  at  aU  times,  and  in  afi  countries,  one  of  the 
hwhest  attributes  of  ■orer^gntj—tbe  ragolation 
ct  the  current  nedfnm  ot  the  ooontry.  Tmj  were 
no  longer  competent  to  asdst  Oia  Treasnrj  in  either 
of  the  great  operations  of  ooUeorion,  deposit,  or 
distribution  of  the  public  rerenneB.  In  fact,  the 
paper  which  thej  emitted,  and  which  the  Treasury, 
from  the  force  of  events,  found  Itself  coostnJnedto 
rectire,  was  oonstutlr  obstiwitlog  the  operations 
«f  that  department ;  for  it  wonM  accumulate  where 
It  was  not  wanted,  and  could  not  be  used  where  it 
was  wanted,  for  the  purposes  of  GoTemment,  witb< 
out  a  ruinous  and  arbitrary  brokerage.  Every  man 
who  paid  to  or  received  fixim  the  Oovemment,  paid 
or  received  as  much  leas  than  he  ought  to  have  dose, 
aS  was  the  difference  between  the  medium  in  which 
the  payment  wm  effected  and  specie.  Taxes  were 
no  longer  nnilbrm.  In  New  England,  where  specie 
payments  had  not  been  suspended,  the  people  were 
cwled  upon  to  pay  larger  contributions  than  where 
they  were  suspended.  In  Kentucky  as  much  more 
was  paid  by  the  people  in  their  taxes,  than  was 
paid,  for  example,  in  the  Stateof  Ohio,  as  Kentucky 
paper  was  worth  more  than  Oltio  paper.   •  «  * 

Considering,  then,  that  the  state  of  the  curren- 
cy was  snob  that  no  thinking  man  could  contemplate 
it  without  the  most  serious  alarm ;  that  it  threat- 
ened general  distresB,  if  it  did  not  ultimately  lead 
to  oonrulrion  and  subverdon  of  the  Government,  it 
appeared  to  him  to  be  the  dutv  of  CouKress  to  ap- 
ply a  remedy,  if  a  remedy  could  be  deilsed.  A  na- 
tional bank,  with  other  aoxlHary  measons,  was  pro- 
posed as  that  remedy.  Hr.  Clat  said  he  de- 
termined to  examine  the  question  with  as  UtUe 
prejudice  as  possible  arising  from  his  former  opin- 
ion ;  he  knew  that  the  safest  course  to  him,  if  he 
pursued  a  cold,  calculating  prudence,  was  to  adhere 
to  that  of^nion,  rirht  or  wrong.  He  was  perfectly 
aware  that  if  be  changed,  or  seemed  to  change  it, 
he  should  expose  himself  to  some  censure ;  but, 
lotdting  at  tlfe  subject  with  the  light  shed  upon  it  by 
events  nappentng  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  he  could  no  longer  doubt.  •  •  "He 
preferred,  to  the  suggestions  of  the  pride  of  con- 
ustency,  the  evident  intwwsts  of  the  community, 
and  determined  to  throw  himself  Qpon  thdr  juatics 
and  candor.** 

The  interest  which  foreigners  hold  in  the 
existing  Bank  of  the  Unit^  States  is  dwelt 
upon  la  the  Ifessage  as  a  serious  objection  to  the 
recharter.  Bat  this  interest  is  the  result  of  the 
assiraiable  nature  of  the  stock ;  and  if  the  ob- 
jection be  well  fomided,  it  applies  to  Gov- 
ernment stock,  to  the  stock  In  local  ban^  in 
canal  and  other  compiinies,  created  for  intetiMl 
improTements,  and  ererj  apedes  of  mcm^  or 
movables  in  vhioh  foreigners  may  aoQoire  an 
interest  The  assignable  charaoter  of  the  stock 
is  a  quality  conferred,  not  for  the  benefit  of 
foreigners,  but  for  that  of  our  own  citizens. 
And  the  foct  of  its  being  transferred  to  them  is 
tiie  eflbet  of  the  balance  of  trade  hdxig  agidnst 
w— ftn  evil,  if  it  be  me,  whidh  the  AaStiosa 
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Bystem  will  owreet.  All  GoTemmmtH  wanting 
capital  resort  to  foreign  nations  possessing  it  in 
snperabondance,  to  obtain  it  Sometimes  the 
resort  is  even  made  by  one  to  another  bdli- 
gerent  natioD.  Daring  our  revolntionary  war 
we  obtained  foreign  capital  (Dutch  and  French) 
to  aid  us.  Daring  the  late  war  American  stock 
was  sent  to  Europe  to  sell ;  and,  if  I  am  not 
misinformed,  to  Liverpool.  The  qnestioa  does 
not  depend  upon  the  place  whence  the  capital  is 
obtained,  but  the  advantageous  use  of  it.  The 
confldetioe  of  foreigners  in  our  stocks  is  a  proof 
of  the  solidity  of  our  credit  Foreigners  nave 
no  voice  in  the  administration  of  this  Iwnk; 
and  if  they  buy  its  stock,  they  are  ol^ged  to 
submit  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  to 
manage  it  The  Senator  from  Tennessee  (Ur. 
White)  asks  what  would  have  been  the  condi- 
tion of  this  ooontry,  iC  doring  the  late  war,  this 
bank  had  existed,  with  suoh  an  Interest  in  it  as 
foreigners  now  bold?  I  will  tell  him.  We 
should  have  avoided  many  of  the  disasters  of 
that  war ;  perhaps  those  of  Detroit,  and  at 
this  place.  The  Govemment  would  have  pos- 
sessed ample  meaqs  for  its  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion ;  and  the  interest  of  foreigners  (British 
subjects  especially)  would  have  opwated  upon 
them,  not  upon  us.  Will  it  not  be  a  serious  evil 
to  be  obliged  to  remit  in  spede  to  foreigners 
the  ei^t  millions  which  they  now  have  in  this 
bank,  mstead  of  rettuning  that  capital  within 
the  country  to  stamnlate  its  industry  and  enter- 
prise ? 

The  President  assigns  in  his  Message  a  con- 
spicuous place  to  the  alleged  injarious  operation 
of  the  bank  on  the  interests  of  the  Western 
people,  The^  ought  to  be  much  indebted  to 
oim  for  his  kmdne&s  manifested  towards  them ; 
although  I  think  they  have  mnch  reason  to  dep- 
recate it.  The  people  of  all  the  West  owe  to 
this  bank  about  thuty  millions,  which  bare 
been  borrowed  from  it ;  and  the  President 
thinks  that  the  payments  for  the  interest,  and 
other  &dlitie8  which  they  derive  tmm  the 
operation  of  this  bank,  are  so  onerous  as  to 
produce  "  a  drain  of  their  cnrrenoy,  wbidi  no 
conntry  can  bear  without  inconvenience  and 
oooBHOnal  distress."  His  remedy  is  to  compel 
than  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  debt  which  they 
have  contracted  in  a  period  short  of  fonr  years. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  if  they  cannot  pay  the  in- 
terest without  distress,  how  are  they  to  pay 
the  principal  f  If  they  oannotpay  a  part,  bow 
are  they  to  pay  the  whole !  Whether  the  pay- 
ment cn  the  interest  be  or  be  not  a  burdeo  to 
them,  is  a  question  for  themselveB  to  decide, 
re5peoting  wnich  they  mig^t  l>e  disposed  to  dis- 
pense with  the  kindness  the  Prendent. 
instead  of  borrowing  thirty  millions  from  the 
bank,  they  had  bomiwed  a  like  sum  from  a 
Qirard,  John  Jacob  Astor,  or  any  other  banker, 
what  would  they  think  of  one  who  should  come 
to  them  and  say — Gentlemen  of  tlie  West,  it 
will  ruin  you  to  pay  the  interest  on  that  debt, 
and  therefore  I  wiU  oblige  you  to  pay  the  whole 
of  the  ^Inoipal  in  leas  than  nmr  years."  Would 
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they  not  nplf — "  We  know  what  we  are  ahont ; 
mind  yonr  own  bnainees ;  we  are  satisfied  that 
in  cars  we  can  make  not  onl^  the  interest  on 
what  we  loan,  bnt  a  fair  profit  beside." 

A  great  mistake  exiato  about  the  Western 
operatioQ  of  the  bank.  It  is  not  the  bank,  bat 
the  bosiaess,  the  commerce  of  the  West,  and  the 
operations  of  Government,  that  occasion  the 
transfer  annually  of  money  from  the  West  to 
the  Atlantic  States.  What  is  the  actual  course 
of  things  I  The  hnsiness  and  commerce  of  the 
WeM  axe  carried  on  with  New  Orleans,  with 
the  SoDthom  and  Soathwestem  States,  and 
with  the  AtlanUo  dties.  We  transport  onr 
dead  or  Inanimate  produce  to  Kew  Orleans,  uid 
receive  in  return  checks  or  drafts  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  at  a  premium  of  a  .half 
per  cent.  We  send  bj  our  drovers,  our  live 
stock  to  the  South  and  Southwest,  and  receive 
similar  checks  in  return.  With  these  drafts  or 
ohecks  our  merchants  proceed  to  the  Atlantic 
cities,  and  purchase  domestic  or  foreign  goods 
for  Western  consumption.  The  lead  and  fur 
trade  with  Hissoori  and  niinoia  is  also  carried 
on  principallj  through  the  B^nc^  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  The  Government  also 
transfers  to  plaoes  where  it  la  wanted,  throt^h 
that  bank,  l£e  smns  accumulated  at  the  diflisrent 
land  offices  for  purchases  of  Uie  public  Ifmds. 

Now,  all  these  varied  operations  must  go  on 
— all  these  remittances  must  be  made.  Bank  of 
the  United  States  or  no  bank.  The  bank  does 
not  create,  but  it  facilitates  them.  The  bank  is 
a  mere  vehicle,  jast  as  much  so  as  the  steam- 
boat is  the  vehicle  which  transports  our  prod- 
uce to  the  great  roBXt  of  New  Orleans,  and 
not  the  grower  of  that  produce.  It  is  to  oon< 
found  cause  and  effect,  to  attribute  to  the 
bank  the  transfer  of  money  from  the  West  to  the 
East  Annihilate  the  bank  to-morrow,  and 
nmilu:  transfera  of  capital,  the  same  description 
of  peooniary  operations,  must  be  continued ; 
not  so  vdl,  it  is  true,  but  performed  they  must 
be,  ill  or  well,  under  any  state  of  circum- 
stances. 

The  tme  questions  are,  how  are  they  now 
performed?  now  were  they  conducted  prior 
to  the  existence  of  the  bank?  how  would 
they  be  after  it  ceased  ?  I  can  tell  you  what 
was  our  condition  before  the  bank  was  estab- 
lished ;  and,  as  I  reason  ftom  past  to  fature 
experience,  nnder  anal(»ons  (uroumstanoes,  I 
can  venture  to  predict  wEat.it  will  probably  be 
without  the  bank. 

Before  the  eataUishment  of  the  Bank  of  the 
TJilted  States,  the  exchange  bnidness  ot  the 
West  waa  carried  on  by  a  premium,  which  was 
generally  paid  on  all  remittances  to  tiie  East  of 
two  and  a  naif  per  cent.  The  aggregate  amount 

all  rnnittanoea,  througliout  the  whole  circle 
of  the  year,  was  very  great ;  and,  instead  of  the 
sum  then  paid,  we  now  pay  hidf  per  cent,  or 
nothing,  if  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  he  used.  Prior  to  the  bank  we  were 
without  tiie  capital  of  the  thirty  millions  which 
that  iiutttatioii  now  ni^plie^  stimolating  onr 
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indnstrr  and  invigorating  our  enterprise.  Li 
Eentndcy.we  have  no  spede  paying  hank,' 
scarcely  any  oorreni^  othu*  than  that  of  papw 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  ita 

branches. 

How  is  the  West  to  pay  this  enormous  debt 
of  thirty  millions  of  dollars  ?  It  is  impossible. 
It  cannot  be  done.  General  distress,  certiun, 
wide-spread,  inevitable  nun,  must  be  the  couse- 
qnences  of  an  attempt  to  enforce  the  payment 
Depression  in  the  value  of  all  property,  sherifib' 
sales  and  sacrifices — ^bankmptoy,  mnst  neoea- 
sarily  ensne ;  and,  with  them,  relief  laws,  paper  - 
money,  a  proetraticm  of  the  oonrts  of  iostioe, 
evils  fnm  which  we  have  Jnat  emei|;ed,  mnst 
again,  with  all  their  trun  of  afflictions,  revlrit 
oar  country.  Bat  it  is  argaed  by  the  gentle> 
man  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  WHrrB,)  that  similar 
predictions  were  made,  without  being  realized, 
from  the  downfall  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  Uuitea 
States.  It  is,  however,  to  he  recollected  that 
the  old  bank  did  not  possess  one-third  of  the 
capital  of  the  present;  that  it  had  but  one  office 
west  of  the  mountains,  whilst  the  present  has 
nine ;  and  that  it  had  little  or  no  debt  due  to 
it  in  that  quarter,  whilst  the  present  bank  has 
thirty  miulonB.  Tiie  war,  tocL  which  duutly 
followed  tiie  downfUl  of  the  old  bank,  and  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  which  soon 
foUowed  the  war,  prevented  the  injury  appre- 
hended from  the  discontinnanoe  of  the  old 
hank. 

The  same  gentleman  farther  argues  that  the 
day  of  payment  must  come ;  and  he  aska  when, 
better  than  now  ?  Is  it  to  be  indefinitely  post^ 
poned ;  is  the  charter  of  the  present  bank  to  be 
perpetual?  Why,  Mr.  President,  all  things — 
governments,  republics,  empires,  laws,  human 
life— doobtless  are  to  have  an  end ;  but  shall 
we  therefore  accelerate  their  termination  1  The 
West  is  now  yonng,  wants  capital,  and  its  vast 
resooroee,  needing  nonrialmient,  are  daily  de- 
veloping. By  and  by,  it  will  accumulate 
wealth,  from  its  industry  and  enterprise,  and 
possess  its  surplus  capital.  The  charter  is  not 
made  perpetual,  because  it  is  wrong  to  bind 

fiosterity  perpetually.  At  the  end  of  the  term 
imited  for  its  renewal,  posterity  will  have  the 
power  of  determining  for'  itself  whether  the 
bank  shall  then  be  wound  up,  or  prolonged 
another  term.  And  that  question  may  be 
decided,  as  it  now  onght  to  be,  by  a  considera- 
tion of  the  interests  of  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
the  West  among  the  rest.  Snffident  for  the 
day  is  the  evil  thereof. 

The  President  tells  us  thatj  if  the  Executive 
had  been  caUed  upon  to  famish  the  project  trf 
a  bank,  the  duty  wonld  have  hem  chewfiil^ 
performed;  and  he  states  that  a  bank,  com- 
petent to  all  the  duties  which  may  be  reqidred 
by  the  Government,  might  be  organized  as  not 
to  infringe  on  onr  own  delegated  powers,  or 
the  reserved  rights  of  the  States.  The  Pren- 
dent  is  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  legislative 
departinent.  As  snoh,  bills  which  have  paned 
both  Houses  of  Oongress,  are  preeented  to  him 
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tar  bis  approval  or  rfjjeotion.  The  idea  of  |^iiig 
to  tiu  nesident  for  the  pnjeet  oS  a  lav,  is  to- 
tally new  iU'the  praotioe,  and  ntterly  contrary 
to  uie  tiiaary  of  t£e  Govamment.  What  should 
we  think  of  the  Senate  calling  upon  House, 
or  the  Hoose  npon  the  Senate,  for  the  prqjeot 
d  a  law! 

In  France,  the  King  possessed  the  initiaUve 
of  all  lawfl,  and  none  oonld  pass  without  its  hav- 
ing been  previoaslj  presented  to  one  of  the 
Ohambers  by  the  Crown,  through  the  Ministers. 
Does  the  President  wish  to  introduce  theinitia- 
-tive  here  ?  Are  die  powers  of  recommendation, 
and  that  of  veto,  not  sufficient  1  Mnst  all  l^s- 
lation,  in  its  comno  en  cement  and  in  its  termini* 
tion,  oonoentratfi  in  the  Pretidentt  When  we 
■hall  have  reaohed  that  state  of  things,  the  eleo- 
tkin  and  annval  sesnons  of  Conpw  will  be  a 
useless  charge  upon  the  people,  and  the  wh<^ 
business  of  Government  may  be  eoonomically 
oondttoCed  by  ukases  and  decrees. 

OoagMBB  does  sometimes  receive  the  soggee- 
tions  and  opinions  of  the  beads  of  departments, 
as  to  new  laws.  And,  at  the  oommenoement 
of  this  sesfflon,  in  his  annual  report,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  stated  bis  reasons  at  large, 
not  m««ly  in  favor  of  a  bank,  but  in  support 
of  the  existing  builc  Who  could  have  behoved 
that  that  responsible  officer  was  commonioating 
to  Oonsress  opinions  direoUy  advOTe  to  those 
entertamed  by  the  President  himself  9  Whui 
before  baa  it  happened  that  the  head  of  a  de- 
partment recommended  the  passage  of  a  law, 
which,  being  accordingly  passed  and  presented 
to  the  Preudent,  is  subjected  to  bis  veto! 
What  sort  of  a  bank  it  is,  with  a  prqject  of 
whidi  the  Preddrat  would  have  deigned  to 
furnish  Congress,  if  they  had  applied  to  him,  be 
has  not  stated.  In  the  absence  of  such  state- 
ment, we  only  comecture  that  it  is  his 
£uuoos  Treasury  Bank,  formerly  recommended 
by  him,  from  which  the  peopto  have  reocHled 
mth  the  instinotiTe  horror  ezdted  by  the  ap- 
proaoh  of  tbe  di(da«. 

The  Message  atatea  that  "an  inveatintion 
nnwilfingly  conceded,  and  so  restricted  in  mae  as 
neoeBsamy  to  make  it  incomplete  and  unsatis- 
factory, discloses  epough  to  excite  suspicion  and 
alarm."  As  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  pasaase 
of  this  bill,  the  President's  objections  notwitn- 
standtng,  by  a  constitutiona]  minority  of  two- 
thirds,  it  can  never  reach  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives.  The  members  of  that  House,  and 
es^)ecially  its  distingutahed  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  who  reported  the 
bilL  are  therefore  cut  off  from  all  opportunity 
of  defending  themselves.  Under  these  circum- 
itancea,  allow  me  to  ask  how  the  Pretident  has 
ascertained  that  the  investigation  was  unwill- 
ingly conceded  I  I  have  understood  directly 
the  contrary ;  and  that  the  chairman  already 
referred  to,  as  well  as  other  members  in  favor 
of  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  promptly  con- 
sented to  and  voted  for  the  investigation.  And 
we  all  know  that  those  in  support  of  tbe  renewal 
xould  hare  prevented  tbe  investigation,  and 
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that  they  did  not.  But  suspioion  and  alann 
have  been  ennted.  -Sospidon  end  alarm  I 
Agidnit  whom  Is  this  snsidcion  ?  The  Honat^ 
or  the  bank,  or  both  t 

Mr.  President,  I  protest  against  the  riri^t  «f 
any  Chief  Magistrato  to  oome  into eitherHome 
of  Congress,  and  scrutinize  tbe  motives  of  ita 
members ;  to  examine  whether  a  measure  baa 
been  passed  with  promptitude  or  repugnance ; 
and  to  pronounce  upon  the  wilhngnees  or  un- 
willingness with  which  it  has  been  adopted  or 
rejecteid.  It  is  an  interference  in  ounoems 
which  partake  of  a  domestic  natore.  llie 
official  and  constitutional  relations  between  the 
President  and  tiie  two  Housea  of  >OoiwreaB  rab- 
ust  with  ttism  aa  organized  bocUes.  His  actio* 
is  oonflned  to  their  consummated  prooeedingii, 
end  does  not  extend  to  meararea  in  timr  ininb- 
ient  Btagea,  during  tfa^  inrogreas  through  the 
Housea,  nor  to  tiie  motives  whidli  th^  ai* 
actoated. 

There  are  some  parts  of  this  Message  that 
ought  to  excite  deep  alarm ;  and  that  especially 
in  which  the  President  announces  that  each 
pnblio  officer  may  intrapret  the  constitatiOn  aa 
he  pleases.  His  language  is:  "Each  pnUio 
officer,  who  takes  an  oath  to  support  the  con- 
stitution, Bwears  that  he  will  support  it  as  he 
understands  it,  and  not  aa  it  is  understood  by- 
others."  •  ♦  *  "The  oinnion  of  tbe 
judges  baa  no  more  anttiority  over  Gongreaa 
than  the  opinion  <f£  Congrees  has  over  the 
judges ;  uid,  <m  tiiat  pmn^  tiie  Prendent 
mdependent  of  both."  Kow,  Mr.  Preaident;  I 
conceive,  with  great  deference,  that  the  Piesi- 
dent  has  mistaken  the  purport  of  the  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Ko  one  swears  to  support  it  as  be  understands 
it,  but  to  support  it  simply  as  it  is  in  troth. 
AJl  men  are  bound  to  obey  tbe  laws,  of  which 
the  constitation  is  tbe  supreme ;  but  musk 
they  obey  them  as  they  are,  or  as  they  under- 
stand themt  If  the  obligation  ctf  obedioiee 
is  Umtted  and  ocmtroUed  by  the  measure  oi 
information ;  in  other  woraa,  if  the  party  ia 
bound  to  obey  tiie  oonftitution  oofy  aa  be 
understands  it,  what  would  be  the  consequraeet 
The  judge  of  an  inferior  court  wouM  disobw 
tbe  mandate  of  a  superior  tribunal,  becaoae  n 
was  not  in  confonni^  to  the  oonstitution,  as  he 
understands  it ;  a  custom-hotwe  officer  would 
disobey  a  circular  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, because  contrary  to  tiie  oonstitution,  as 
he  understands  it ;  an  American  Minhiter  would 
disregard  an  instruction  from  the  Preddeat 
communicated  through  the  Department  of 
State,  because  not  agreeable  to  the  constitution, 
as  he  understands  it ;  and  a  subordinate  offioer 
in  the  army  or  navy  would  isolate  tbe  cndos 
oi  his  superior,  beowise  they  were  not  in  aooord- 
anee  with  tbe  constitution^  as  Ite  understands 
it.  We  should  have  nothing  settied,  nothing 
steble,  nothing  fixed.  There  would  be  general 
disorder  and  confusion  throughout  every  oranch 
of  adminiabration,  from  the  higfaesttothelowest 
(Ulcers— uniTersal  nullification,  for  what  ia 
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tiie  doctrioe  of  the  President  hnt  tibat  of 
South  Carolina  applied  thronghont  the  Unioal 
The  Preaident  independent  both  of  Congress 
and  the  Supreme  Court  1  Only  boond  to  exe- 
oate  the  lavs  of  the  one  and  the  deoiaioos  of 
the  other  as  far  as  they  conform  to  the  Consti- 
tation  of  the  United  States,  as  he  nnderstaods 
hi  Then  It  ihoold  be  the  daty  of  eveiyFreti- 
ddbt,  on  his  installation  into  offiee,  to  earefoHy 
examine  all  the  aets  in  the  atatnte  book,  ap- 
Iffoved  by  hta  ptedeoeaioni,  and  mark  out  those 
whidi  he  vaa.naolTed'not  to  exeonte,  and  to 
whieh  he  meant  to  apply  OiSa  new  species  of 
Tdto,  becauM  they  were  repugnant  to  the  con- 
stitution, vhe  understands  it  And,  after  the 
expiration  of  every  term  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
he  should  send  for  the  record  of  its  deoiaions, 
and.  discriminate  between  those  which  he 
woold,  and  thoee  which  he  would  not,  execute, 
because  they  were  or  were  not  agreeable  to  the 
oonstitution,  as  he  understands  it. 

There  is  another  coostitnttonal  doctrine  con- 
tained in  the  Hesaage^  whieh  is  entirdy  new  to 
me.  It  asserts  that  "  t2ie  QoTemment  ai  the 
United  States  have  no  oonstitutional  power  to 
Bnrchase  lands  within  the  States,"  except 
"  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals, 
iatik  yards,  and  other  needful  l>uildiiigs;  '*  and 
even  for  these  objects  only  "  by  the  consent  of 
the  Legislatare  of  the  State  in  which  the  same 
shall  Now,  air,  I  had  supposed  that  the 

right  of  Oongreas  to  purchase  lauds  in  any  State 
was  incontestable :  and,  in  point  of  fact,  it  prob- 
ably, at  this  moment,  owns  lands  in  every  State 
of  tike  Union,  purchased  for  taxes,  or  as  a  judg- 
ment or  mortgage  creditor  And  there  are 
various  acts  of  OongrMS  which  regulate  the 
purahase  and  traosfer  of  such  lands.  The 
advisers  of  the  President  have  confounded 
the  fiacul^  of  purchasing  lands  with  the  exercise 
of  ezdomve  JnrisdiotioD,  which  is  restricted  by 
the  Constitution  to  the  forts  and  other  buildings 
described. 

The  Message  presmts  some  striking  instances 
of  disorepanoy.  1st.  It  contests  the  right  to 
establish  one  bank,  and*objectB  to  the  blU  t^t 
it  limits  and  restrains  the  power  of  Congress  to 
establish  several.  Sd.  It  urges  that  uie  bill 
does  not  recognize  the  power  of  State  taxation 
geoerally ;  aod  oompluns  that  facilities  are 
afforded  to  the  aeroiae  of  that  power,  in  respect 
to  the  atook  h^  by  Individnala,  8d.  It  ob- 
Jeeta  that  any  bomts  is  bik«i,  and  insists  that 
not  enough  is  draunded.  And,  4th.  It  eom- 
plains  that  fineigners  have  too  much  inflnenoe ; 
and  that  stock  teaosferred  keea  the  ^vMoge  of 
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represratatiott  in  the  electi<ms  of  the  bank, 
which,  if  it  wen  retted,  wouU  j^ve  them 
more. 

Ur,  President,  we  are  about  to  close  one  of 
tlie  longest  and  most  arduous  sessions  of  Con- 
gress under  the  present  constitution ;  and,  when 
we  return  unong  our  consCituentB,  what  ao- 
oonnt  of  the  operations  of  their  Government 
shall  we  be  bound  to  communicate  i  Ve  shall 
be  compelled  to  say  that  the  Supreme  Court  is 
paralyzed,  and  the  mismonariea  retained  in 
prison  in  contempt  of  its  authority,  and  in 
defiance  of  numerous  treaties  and  laws  of  the 
United  States;  that  the  Executive,  through  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  sent  to  Congress  a 
tariff  bill  which  would  have  destroyed  namer- 
oufl  branches  of  our  domestic  industry,  and  led 
to  the  final  deBtmction  of  all ;  that  the  veto  has 
been  applied  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
our  only  reliance  for  a  sound  and  uniform  cur- 
rency; that  the  Senate  has  been  violently 
attacked  for  the  exercise  of  a  dear  omstitu- 
tional  poww;  that  the  House  of  Bepresentar 
tivea  has  been  unnecessarily  asa^led ;  and  that 
the  Preddent  has  promulgated  a  rule  of  action 
for  those  who  have  taken  the  oath  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  must, 
if  there  be  practical  conformity  to  it,  introduce 
gmeral  nnUlfication,  and  end  in  the  abscdnte 
sabversion  of  the  Government, 


HoNDAT,  July  16,  6  A.  H. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House, 
communicatmg  that  a  oommittee  had  been 
appointed  on  tne  part  d  the  Home  to  join  sueh 
committee  as  might  he  appcrfnted  hr  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Presidrat,  and  ulinm 
him  that  the  two  Houses  were  now  ready  to 
adjourn ;  and  Mr.  Ttlsb  and  Mr.  Eino  were 
appointed  such  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Ttlbs,  A^>m  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  Preendent,  reported  that  they  had 
performed  that  dut?,  and  had  received  for  an- 
swer that  the  Predooit  had  no  fiirther  onnmn- 
nication  to  make. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  a  message  was  sent 
to  the  House  of  Bepreeentativea,  to  inform  the 
House  that  the  Senate  was  ready  to  adjourn. 

A  message  was  recMved  from  the  Houm^ 
stating  that  the  Honse,  having  dosed  its  bnd- 
ne«L  was  now  ready  to  a4}ov^* 

The  Senate  thai  a4]oumed  to  the  flnt  Uoai- 
iaj  in  Deeembor  next. 


DEBATES  OP  0ONqBR8& 
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PSOOEEDXNOS  AND  DEBATES 
THE  HOUSE  OF  BEPRESENTATIVES. 


IfoHDAT,  December  B,  1881. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  by  the  oonsti- 
tntion  for  the  meeting  of  CongresB,  at  12  o'clock 
the  Olerk  osUed  the  House  to  order,  and  having 
called  tibe  roll  of  Hie  memben  by  States,  to 


*LIffr  or  KBUBEBS  OF  THE  HOnSE  OT  SXPSS- 

SENTATITES. 

JToitM.— John  Andsnon,  JamM  BatM,  OMrg*  Bruu, 
OornaUtu  Hollaadi  LMiurd  Juris,  Edmrd  Kiraaagb,  Bn- 
tos  Mclntlra. 

JTw  JTonqMUra.— JtdiB  BrodhMd,  Thwus  Chandler, 
J<mifk  HmmoM,  Ham?  Habtardt  JcMph  K.  Hupn, 
J<Ab  W,  WMkB. 

JToMoeilwMNi:— John  Qolncy  Adnu,  KaOm  Applaton, 
Imm  a  BMtoe,  O«oq[e  N.  Btifg^  Boftn  CAoala,  Hnty  A. 
B.  DMotMra,  Jalm  Dnli,  Xdwiid  Xrcntt,  G«otg*  OrMi- 
nell,  Jnn^  Judm  L.  Hodm  Jowph  O.  Xandill,  Joha  Kced, 
(one  THUCT'.) 

BAodt  Alottd.— Tristam  Bnrges,  Dntee  J.  Pearoe. 

QwwurtfariL— HoyeB  Buber,  TllUun  W.  Ellomnth,  J«* 
IMS  V.  Hnntbigtoii,  Balpb  L  IngenoU,  WniUm  lb  Bbmi, 
Sbeaeier  Toung. 

-  Tknuimfc— Hemen  Allen,  WllUam  Oahoon,  Honoe  Ever- 
ett, fcoathaa  Hnnt,  WUltam  Blade. 

JITm-  roi-fc— William  O.  Aiqtd,  Gideon  H.  Bantov, 
Joseph  BoDck,  WiUIam  Babooet,  John  T.  Bergen,  John  C. 
Godhead,  Samnel  Beardaler,  John  A.  CoUler,  Bate*  Cooke, 
0.  0.  Oamhraleng,  John  Dlokwu,  Charles  Dajan,  UlfBeea  F. 
DoaMedaT',  WUUam  Hofan,  ICtchael  Hoffnun,  Freeborn  0. 
Jewett,  Jobn  Kloft  Oerfft  T.  I^adag,  Jamee  Lent^  Job 
PienoB,  Nathaniel  FIteber,  Edmnnd  H.  Pendleton,  Kdwaid 
C  Beed,  Eracto*  Soot,  Nathan  Bonle,  John  W.  Taylor, 
FhlneaB  L.  Trae;,  Onllan  0.  Taiplanok,  Fiederlck  Whlttle- 
Mj,  Samnel  J.  Wllkln,  Orattan  H.  Wheeler,  Campbell  F. 
Thite,  Aaron  Ward,  Dantel  Wardwell. 

JTeto  ^ere«y.— Lewia  Oondict,  SUaa  Oondlet,  BIchard  U. 
OM^r,  TbMau  H.  Hii|liM,  Jatoaa  VH*  Baadolph,  Imhw 
Bontbard. 

^mmtghamlOr-lUlbat  AfflMB,  Joha  Buki,  Ooorge 
Bnrd,  John  0.  BoAer,  ThonM  H.  Onwfwd,  Bfehwid  Oonl- 
tac^Hmur  Danny, Lavta  DmnrI, Jaahm  Brani^  Jamaa 


asoertun  if  a  qnoram  waa  present,  two  bondred 
and  two  members  answered  to  tbttrnanwa.  A 
qnoram  being  present, 

The  Hoose  proceeded  to  the  election  ctf  a 
Speaker,  and,  on  connting  the  baUots,  the  fcA- 
lowing  result  was  annonnoed,  viz ;  The  whole 


Fold,  Jtdut  eOaaor^  WUllam  Hatater,  Hrarr  Hwn,  Patn 
Ihrf  e,  Jr.,  Adam  King,  Heuy  King,  Jod  K.  Uau,  Bobnt 
HeCo7.  Henrr  A.  Hohlenberg,  T.  V.  KeEennan,  DarkI 
Potta,  Jr^  Andrew  Btewart,  Bsmnel  A.  Smith,  PhOaadtf 
Stephena,  Joel  B.  Sutherland,  John  O.  Watmoogfa.  ' 
i)etoware.— John  J.  MUU^ul 

JTarybind.— Baqjamis  C  Howard,  Dank!  Jonlfrr,  Jdba 
L.  Kerr,  George  S.  Mltdtell,  Benedict  L  Bemmet,  Jobs  8. 
Bpettce,  Fraaela  Thonaa,  GtMg*  G  Waahlngton,  J.  T.  K 
Worthbigtoib 

TtTvlnla^TtiA  Alesmdsr,  Bebtrt  AHob,  WOIlm  S. 
Andter,  WllUam  Armatrong,  Jtrim  Bw  Barboar,  Tfaomu  T, 
Bouldln,  Nathaniel  H.  Claltoroe,  Bobert  Cralf,  Joaeph  W. 
Chinn,  Blehard  Coke,  Jr.,  Thomaa  Davenport,  PUllp  Dodd- 
Ildg^  Wnilam  F.  Gordon,  Cbarlea  C.  Jofanaton,  John  Y. 
HwoB,  Lewla  HaiweU,  OiarlM  F.  Haimr.  WUUam  HeCay. 
ThooMt  Nflwtan,  Jobs  ILPUtom,  Jobs  J.  BoaM^  iuidnw 
BtareHML 

JTorA  CbpaHao.— DbbML.  Banfaiiar.LBB^lla  BaUma, 
John  baneb,  Samnel  P.  Omwt,  HourW.  Counr,ThQaBa 
H.  Hall,  Hio^ab  T.  UawklH^  Jodm  J.  UoKar.  Abiakm 
Bencher,  William  B.  Shepwd,  Angoaltea  H.  Bbafpaid,  JtM* 
Bpdght,  Lewla  Wllllama. 

Sovtk  CaniUna.—RobvTt  W.  Bamwdl.  Jantea  BWr, 
Warren  B.  Davla,  William  Drayton,  JtHut  M.  Feldar,  J.  B. 
Griffin,  TboB.  B.  Mlteball.  Genge  MeDnffle,  W.T.HBekaOa. 

ffamvfo.— TboDiu  F.  Foater,  Henrj  G.  Lamar,  Daniel 
Newman,  "WOfiy  TbMnpacai,  Btehaid  H.'  Wilde,  Jamaa  X. 
W ^ne,  (one  Taoan^.) 

JTMOtMitii:— John  Adair,  Chilton  ADen,  Henrr  DaaM, 
Nathan  Galther,  Albert  O.  Ha««B,  B.  M,  JobiMDB,  JoMph 
HMompte,  Chittenden  Lyon,  Bobert  P,  Letcher,  ThoBMB  A. 
Herahall,  Chrietopher  Tompklna,  Charles  A.  WlckUflk 

TlmneaMe.— Thomas  D.  Arnold,  JobneBell,  J^  BUr. 
Wmiam  Fltigai^  WUIIaa  Halt,  Jasob  a  IaaA%  Can 
Jobaaaa,  Jamas  K.  Palk,  Jsnua  BtsaAftr. 

Wor-iOMfh  H.  Ciasai  Baathm  Ooak^  WUm^ 
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DaoPMKE,  IWL} 

number  of  votes  given  in,  105 ;  neoessorr  to  a 
choice,  98. 

The  honorable  Akdbbw  Stevknboh,  of  Yir- 

eiia,  having  received  98  votes,  (the  ezaot  nam- 
r  neceasaiT'  for  a  choice,)  was  declared  to  be 
dnij  elected  Speaker  of  the  Bonse  of  Bepresent- 
atives:  wbereapim,  beimr  ooDdacted  to  the 
chair  bj  the  honorable  TaoxAS  Nkittoh,  of 
Virginia,  the  Speaker  addreoed  the  Hoose  aa 
follows : 

**  OmuHn :  In  accepting,  a  third  time,  this  ez- 
dted  atatioo,  I  etnnot  adequately  expren  the  deep 
■eiiie  I  eatevtaln  of  the  honor  70a  have  beta  j^eased 
to  confer  npon  me,  or  mj  wann  feeungi  of 

Sititoda  fbr  Uiig  diitinguiahed  proof  4rf  your  con- 
ned confidence  and  anchangli^  kindneu. 
*'  It  is  an  honor,  too,  gentlemen,  which  hu  been 
eooferred  in  a  manner  and  under  drcnnistancea 
peenliariy  Mkalated  to  gratify  and  flatter  me ;  and 
I  lAialt  ever  ciierisb  It  u  the  moet  valti^Ie  reward 
for  mj  past  servioet.  The  office  of  Speaker  of  this 
Hoose  has,  at  no  period  in  our  history,  been  witfa- 
ont  \ta  embarrassments  and  trials ;  and  If,  in  times 
of  profonnd  tranquillity  and  repose,  its  duties  hare 
Justly  t>een  regarded  by  tbe  roost  eminent  of  the 
distittgnished  mdlridiiaH  who  have  filled  the  chair, 
as  arduous  and  responsible,  how  greatly  most  Its 
labors  and  responiribilitieB  be  enhanced  in  times  of 
high  political  and  party  divisions  1 

"  I  certuniy  am  jiot  run  enough  to  suppose  that 
it  will  be  in  my  power  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
thii  high  office  in  a  manner  suitable  to  its  digDity 
and  importance,  or  u  I  could  myself  wish ;  iadeea, 
there  Is  no  man,  I  am  very  confident,  be  he  who 
he  may,  who  could  at  such  a  time  assume  its  re- 
sponsibilities, without  distnistiog  greatiy  his  own 
ibilities.  I  shall  not,  however,  despair.  Actuated 
by  an  honest  and  manly  zeal,  I  shall  endeavor  at 
least  to  justify  the  choice  of  my  Mends,  and  merit 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  House. 

"Whoever  shall  fill  this  chair  to  his  own  honor 
or  the  adnatage  of  the  nation,  must  possess  not 
only  this  oonfidenee  of  the  House,  bnt  the  esteem 
•nd  respect  of  the  honorable  and  high-minded 
men  over  whom  he  prc^des.  Neither  sution  nor 
power  can  coerce  esteem  or  respect.  They  can  only 
be  acquired  by  integrity,  impartiality,  and  inde- 
pendence here.  These  ^ne  can  shed  honor  or 
iQStre  on  this  station,  and  make  it,  both  as  it  re- 
gards the  House  tnd  the  nation,  what  it  dioold  be. 

**I  nnfe%nedly  assure  you,  gentiemen,  that  I 
■hall  need  and  expect  your  cordial  and  kind  co- 
operation In  preserving  order  and  dignity  in  our 
deliberations,  and  sustaining  the  authority  of  the 
Ch^r ;  and  I  earnestiy  hope  so  to  discharge  its 
duties  as  to  ensure  to  its  dedsionB  not  merely  a  re- 
luotant  support,  bnt  a  steady  and  ehewAil  aoqui- 
•loenoe  in  tnrir  jnsliee  and  propriety. 
*'I  tender  yoo,  gentlemen,  my  cordial  co-open^ 


Onlghton,  Jr.,  TbomM  Oanrln,  Jmnos  FladUy,  'WlllUm  W. 
Irrln,  WUIUm  Kennon,  HamphMf  H.  IiMVltt,  WUUaB 
BimmI,  William  BtaabMiy,  Joba  Tbomsoa,  Jossph  Taaea, 
BmumI  p.  Tiatoa,  ElUha  WUttlmr. 

foHMmMl.— H.  A.  Bullaid,  PhUanea  nomii,  ECward 
D.WUts. 

A*— a.— Bailiff  Boom,  folu  Oarr,  Jwattsa  KoCkr^. 
jdMte^jipl— risakHB  K  Plamasr. 
JMasIa— Jos^  Dnaeaa. 


[H.  or^ 

tiott  in  the  ^scbarge  of  your  high  duties,  and  ar> 
dently  pray  that  we  may,  by  our  conduct  and  de- 
liberations, render  this  House  worthy  of  tbe  high 
name  and  character  of  our  beloved  country," 

The  oath  to  support  the  Oonstitntion  of  the 
United  States,  as  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  regmate  the  time  and  manna-  of 
administering  certain  oaths,"  was  then  admin- 
istered to  the  Speaker,  by  Mr.  Nbvxok,  one  (tf 
the  B^nwentatavaa  frau  the  State  of  Yindidfli 
and  the  same  oath  (or  affirmation)  was  tnere- 
apon  administered  by  tbe  Speaker  to  all  the 
other  members  present. 
On  motion  of  Jlr.  Spmaar,  it  was 
Ruohftd,  mtamimemdjf.  That  H.  St.  0.  Ouan, 
Qark  to  the  late  Honaa  of  Bepresentattves,  be  ap- 
pcdnted  (Hatk  to  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  itVas 

ReMoived,  ThMt  the  rules  and  orders  establi^ed 
by  the  late  House  of  Representatives  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  the  rules  and  orders  of  proceeding 
to  be  observed  in  this  Bouse,  until  a  rerUon  or 
alteration  dull  havataken  place. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Folk,  it  was 

Ordertd,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to 
inform  that  body  that  a  quorum  of  this  House  lias 
assembled ;  that  Andrew  Stevenson  has  been 
elected  Speaker  thereof;  that  tUs  Honae  is  now 
ready  to  proceed  to  bnsiness,  and  that  the  Clejft  do 
go  with  uid  message* 

On  motion  of      Wabd^  it  waa 

fytolted,  .That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  Aia  Hoose,  to  Join  sneh  eommittee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wut  on 
the  Resident  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him 
that  Congress  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive 
any  oommunioation  he  may  be  |deased  to  make. 

Mr.  Wann,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  BkiX|  ot 
Tenneasee,  were  apptnnted  the  committee  on 
the  part  ca  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JrasBov,  of  Eentaol^,  it 
was 

JiMolved,  That  the  Clerk  oanse  the  members  of 
this  House  to  be  furnished,  during  the  .present 
session,  with  such  newspapers  as  they  may  direct, 
the  expense  whereof  for  each  member,  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  price  of  three  daily  papers. 

A^jonmed. 


TmsDA.T,  December  6. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  TaiLOit,  it  was 
RetolMd,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  dUEarent  d** 


Jlotoma.— CInBant'  O.  Oay,  Dlxoa  U  £awls,  Bamod 
W.Haidk. 
JKmsnHL— iraUamH.  Adttey 


mLEGATlB. 

JfM^wi^niaBlla  X.  VlB» 
^rfeMiiaa— Ambroaa  H.  Bavte. 


Fint  PnoufiS^  m  (As  J7o«m  .gaprMWrtaiyaa. 
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nomiiutionB,  be  elected  by  CongreBSi  one  by  each 
House,  to  serve  during  the  present  leauoD,  who 
shall  inierchange  weekly. 

Jtr.  Wabd,  from  the  jxAnt  eommlttee  a:p- 
pointed  yestadij  to  w^t  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  Oon- 
gress  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  reoeire  aoy 
commtinicatioa  be  may  be  pleased  to  make, 
reported  tliat  the  committee  bad  performed  the 
datiieB  of  its  appointmeDt,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent answered  Uiat  he  wonld  make  a  nommn- 
nicatioQ  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  to-day 
at  12  o'clock,  K 

Immediately  after  a  communication  in  writ- 
ing was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  private 
Secret^;  which  was  read.  [See  Senate 
prooeedings.]  • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jomrooir,  <tf  Eentaeky,  the 
fl^d  Message  was  committed  to  the  OtHnmittee 
of  the  Thole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union ; 
and  ten  thousand  copies  thereof^  with  the  doca- 
ments  accompanying  the  yune,  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  tne  members  of 
thisHoosek 


WunnESDAT,  Deoember  7. 

Fitianeet. 

The  SnAKXB  laid  before  the  House  the  an- 
nual report  cS  the  Secretary  of  the  IVeasury, 
Louis  MoLane,  Esq.,  on  the  state  of  the  finances, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and, 

On  moUf»  of  Mr.  Pou:;  ten  thousand  copies 
thereof  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  role 
requiring  a  motion  to  print  an  extra  number 
of  copies  of  any  document,  to  lie  one  day  for 
consideration,  being  dispensed  with  hj  unani- 
mooa  consent  of  the  House. 

Qj^een  of  the  Btnue. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
its  renuonii^  officers. 

John  0.  Duhn  was  elected  Sergeant-at- Arms. 

Otkbton  Cabb  was  elected  Doorkeeper — re- 
o^ving  140  votes  oat  of  176,  on  the  first  ballot. 


Thubsdat,  Deoember  6. 

AttittatU  Doorkeeper. 

John  W.  Hunteb,  of  Qeorna,  having,  on  the 
fourth  ballot,  a  m^iurily  of  uie  voteo^  was  de- 
clared duljr  elected 


MoNDAT,  December  12. 
Slanerff  in  tha  IHttrkt  9f  ColMmlMa. 

TUs  being  the  first  day  of  the  sesrion  for  pre- 
senting petitions,  a  great  number  were  present- 
ed. Among  others, 

Hi.  Ai>A3a^f  lussachusetts,  (the  ex-Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,)  presented  fifteen 
Demons,  all  numerously  anbsa^ibed,  from  son- 
dry  inhabitants  ot  Pennsylvania,  all  of  the  same 


[Dbckitbbb, 

purport,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
and  the  slave  trade  in  the  Districted  Columbia, 
and  moved  that  the  first  of  them  should  be  read ; 
and  it  was  read  aooordingly. 

Mr.  A.  then  oheerved  that  it  had  donbtleBB 
been  remarked  that  these  petitions  came  nofc 
fh>m  Massachusetts,  a  portion  of  whose  people 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  but  from  citizena 
of  the  State  of  Penasylvania.  He  had  received 
the  petitions  many  months  ago,  with  a  request 
that  they  should  be  presented  by  bim,  uid,  al- 
thongh  the  petitioners  were  not  of  his  imme- 
diate coDstitaents,  he  had  not  deemed  himself 
at  liberty  to  decline  presenting  their  petition^ 
their  transmission  of  which  to  him  manifested 
a  confidence  in  him  for  which  he  was  boond  to 
be  gratefbl.  From  a  letter  which  had  accom- 
panied those  petitions,  he  infeired  thattfa^ 
came  fimn  members  of  the  Society  of  Prirada; 
a  body  of  men  than  whom  there  was  no  more 
respectable  and  worthy  class  of  citizena,  nona 
who  more  strictly  made  their  lives  a  commen- 
tary on  their  professions ;  a  body  of  men  com- 
prising, in  his  firm  opinion,  as  much  of  human 
virtue,  and  as  little  of  haman  infirmity,  as  any 
other  equal  number  of  men  of  any  denomina- 
tion upon  the  face  of  the  glolie. 

The  petitions,  Mr.  A.  continued,  asked  for 
two  things:  the  first  was  tiie  abolition  of 
slavery ;  the  second,  the  aboliUon  of  the  slave 
trade  m  the  IMstriot  of  C<dumtna.  There  was 
a  traffic  in  slaves  carried  on  in  the  Distrit^  of 
which  he  did  not  know  but  that  it  might  be  a 

E roper  subject  of  If^slation  by  Congress,  and 
e,  ^Lerefore,  moved  that  the  petitions  he  had 
had  the  honor  of  presenting,  should  he  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Affairs  of  the  Dis> 
trict  of  Columbia,  who  would  dispose  of  them 
as  they,  upon  examination  of  their  purport, 
shonld  deem  proper,  and  might  report  on  the 
expediency  of  granting  so  mnch  of  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners  as  referred  to  the  abolitioii  ti 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District. 

As  to  the  other  prayer  of  the  petitions,  the 
abolition  by  Congress  of  slavery  in  the  Di^riot 
(tf  Columbia,  it  Bad  oocuired  to  him  that  the 
petitions  might  have  been  committed  to  his 
charge  under  an  expectation  that  it  would  re- 
ceive his  countenance  and  snpport.  He  deemed 
it,  therefore,  his  daty  to  declare  ttiat  it  would 
not  Whatever  might  he  his  opinion  of  slavery 
in  the  abstract^  or  of  slavery  in  the  District  ot 
Columbia,  it  was  a  sul^iect  which  he  hmed 
would  not  be  discussed  in  that  House ;  if  it 
should  be,  he  might  perhaps  assign  the  leasmu 
why  he  could  give  it  no  oonntenanoe  or  snp- 

Btit.  At  present,  he  would  only  say  to  the 
ouse,  and  to  the  worthy  citizens  who  had 
committed  their  petiticms  to  his  charge,  that  the 
most  salntary  medicines,  unduly  adminirtcnd, 
were  the  most  deadly  of  poisons.  He  oondod- 
ed  by  moving  to  refer  the  petitims  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

A]apropriatien$/or  188S. 
The  Bfukbb  laid  before  the  Honse  the  fol- 
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Deckmbsb,  1831.] 

lowing  oommunication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  which  was  referred  to  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means : 

TaiASCRT  DEpABnccHT,  Deemnber  8,  1B31. 

Sib  :  I  bare  the  honor  to  tnuurtnit,  for  the  isfor- 
matioB  of  the  Hoiue  of  Bepresentadves,  an  estimate 
of  the  appropriations  proposed  to  be  made  for  the 
■ervioe  of  the  year  18S2,  amountiDg  to 

$U,fiSl,154  88 

Viz. 

Civil  List,  foreign  intercourse,  and 
miscellaneoua,       ....  9,407,065  6fi 

Uilitary  service,  including  fortifl- 
cations,  armories,  ordnance,  Indian 
■fikin,  reToluUonary  and  military 
pend<nu,andhitenULl  ImproremeDt^  '6,780,4)0  OS 

Naral  service,  Including  the  marine 
corps,  8,407,618  71 

To  the  estimates  are  added  state- 
nents,  showing : 

■  1.  The  appropriations  fi>r  the  ser- 
Tlea  of  the  year  1882,  made  by  for- 
mer acta,  inelnding  public  debt, 
gradual  improvement  of  the  navy, 
arming  and  equipi^g  the  miliUa, 
aubscnption  to  canal  stooks,  revtdu- 
tionary  claims,  and  Indian  affairs, 
amonntingto        ....  11,812,946  00 

8.  The  existing  appropriations, 
which  win  not  be  required  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1881,  and  which 
h  Is  proposed  to  apply  in  dd  the  '' 
service  of  the  year  1882,  amonnting 
to   601,102  78 

8.  The  existing  appropriaUono, 
widch  will  be  requred  to  complete 
the  serrice  of  I88I,  and  former  years, 
but  iriiiidi  will  be  expended  in  1881, 
■moantingto        ....   8,4S8,62S  87 

These  three  last-meutaoaed  amounts,  together 
with  as  mneb  as  may  rem^  unexpended  of  the 
som  stated  in  the  report  on  the  finances,  presented 
by  this  department  on  the  7th  instant,  as  tbe  esti- 
mated expenditure  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  the 
present  year,  and  with  such  sums  as  may  be  appro- 
priated  by  Congrew  for  the  year  1882,  will  com- 
plete the  whole  amount  subject  to  the  disposiUon 
of  the  Executive  Government  in  that  year. 

There  la  also  added  to  tbe  estimates  a  statement 
of  the  several  appropriationB  whicA  will  probably 
be  carried  to  tbe  snrplos  fVmd  at  the  cl<»e  of  the 
present  year,  either  because  the  ot^ects  for  which 
they  were  made  are  completed,  or  because  these 
sums  will  not  be  required  for,  or  will  no  longer  be 
applicable  to  tbem,  amonnting  to  two  hundred  and 
ifbeen  tfaonsand  one  bnndrea  and  idae^r^bar  doi* 
kn  and  fiirty-nght  oontl. 

Z  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  Hrrant, 

LOUIS  MoLANE, 
Baenlmrg  0/  tM»  T^aatmy. 

Ti>  tk»  Hoik,  tiu  BpsaJur 
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MoNDAT,  December  19. 
Slattry  ;  it*  Abolition  tn  the  J>Utriet  qf  Co- 

Ifr.  DoDDSiDOx,  from  tbe  Oommittee  for  the 
Distriot  of  Colambia,  made  the  following  re> 

g>rt,  which  was  read  and  aoacoired  in  by  the 
onse: 

The  Comndttee  fyr  tbe  IMstriet  of  Columbia  have, 
according  to  order,  had  nnder  their  consideration 
the  memorials  of  sundry  citizens  of  tbe  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  them  referred,  prajing  the  pas- 
sage of  such  a  law  or  laws  by  Congress,  u  may  be 
necessary  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  ^re 
trade  within  tbe  said  District,  and  beg  leave  to  re- 
port thereon,  in  part : 

Oonddflringtbat  tbe  Dtstrietof  CohunUa  is  com- 
posed of  cesrions  of  territory  made  to  tbe  United 
States  by  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  In 
both  of  wluch  States  slavery  exists,  and  the  ter- 
ritories of  which  surround  the  District,  your  com- 
mittee are  of  0[rioioa  that,  until  the  wisdom  of 
State  Ooremments  shall  have  devised  some  prw 
tioaUe  means  of  eradicating  or  diminishing  tbe  evil 
of  ^very,  of  which<  the  memorialists  complMn.  it 
would  be  unwise  and  Impolitic,  if  not  siijU8t,to  tiia 
a^if^ning  States,  for  Oongreas  to  interfere  in  a 
sabject  of  such  delicacy  snd  Importanoe  as  is  the 
relation  btween  master  and  slave. 

under  any  circumstances,  such  an  Interference 
on  tbe  part  of  Congress  would  be  jnstiSed,  your 
committee  are  satisfied  that  the  present  is  an  inaus- 
picious moment  for  Its  consideration. 

Impressed  irith  these  views,  yoor  coomdttee  tMvt 
for  the  condderation  of  the  House  the  fbUowing 
rMBlution : 

Rtwlvtd,  That  tiie  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  disohamd  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  80  msch  w  the  pnjcr  of  the  memorial- 
ists, idtixensof  tiie  State  of  Fennsylvanb,  to  them 
referred,  sddng  the  passage  of  such  law  or  laws  as 
may  be  necessaiy  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  within  «Ud  District,  as  relates  to  tbe 
first  of  these  otjeets,  the  ab<^tion  of  shvery  within 
said  District. 


Thuhsdat,  December  22. 

Bridge  over  the  Ohio^  at  Whteling. 

Mr.  DoDDBnHiB  submitted  the  following : 
Rfolvod,  That  the  Committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provements be  directed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expe- 
diency of  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge ' 
over  the  Ohio  Kiver,  at  or  near  the  town  of  Wheel- 
ing, and  that  tiiey  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Hr.  Spkioht,  of  North  OaroUna,  opposed  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution.  He  oonsidered  it 
his  daty  to  oppose  all  umilar  measures,  for  It 
was  necessary,  in  his  opinion,  to  defend  correct 
cOBsUtntiooal  principles  on  all  occasions,  be 
ttwy  neat  or  small ;  and  though  the  present 
was  («y  a  motion  tn  inquiry,  he  would,  nev- 
ertheless,  call  for  the  reaa  and  nays. 

Ifr.  DosDBnoei  aaid  that  a  mere  motion  for 
inonlry  ww  not  an  oooasttm  to  combat  for  prin- 
dple.  He  remarked  that  it  was  not  then  the 
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time  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  qneation,  bnt 
thus  much  he  would  say,  the  bridge  proposed 
would  connect  the  Gnmberland  road  on  the 
Yir^nia  ^de  of  the  Ohio,  with  the  continua- 
tion of  that  road  on  the  opposite  bank.  It 
was  a  measure  which  bad  been  before  Con- 
gress fbr  manr  yeurs,  and  certainty  was  one 
vhieh  it  would  be  highly  expedient  to  sanction. 
To  do  so  would  be  to  realize  the  grand  idea  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  for  tben  there  would  soon 
be  a  road  from  tbe  Atlantic  to  tbe  Ui^suppt 
A'  bill  on  the  subject  bad  been  reported  last 
session,  bat,  from  some  cause,  had  not  been 
acted  on.  He  oonclnded  by  observing  that  tbe 
present  was  not  tbe  time  to  go  into  a  discus- 
sion on  the  merits  of  the  great  question  of  road 
or  no  road ;  but  when  that  time  did  arrive,  be 
would  not  shrink  from  defending  his  views  on 
tbe  subject. 

Ur.  Spbioht,  on  the  raggestton  of  his  col- 
league, 0£r,  Oabsoh,)  withdrew  liis  (^podtion ; 
and 

The  resolaUon  of  ICr,  Boddbidox  was 
agiwdto. 


WxrasmAT,  Decembfr  28. 
South  Carolina  Claimt. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  f6r  tbe 
purpose  of  satisfying  tbe  claims  of  the  Btste 
of  South  Carolina  for  moneys  advanced  by  that 
State  during  the  late  war,  in  the  purohase  of 
military  stores,  and  the  payment  of^  the  militia 
called  on  for  the  defence  of  tbe  State,  oame^p 
as  tbe  special  order  of  tlie  day  fi»  Uda  dwr ; 
and  Hie  Home  wait  into  a  Ooimnittee  of  the 
Wbole^  Ur.  D^tis,  of  Massa^osetts,  in  tbe 
obsir,  on  that  bilL 

ICr.  Dbattok,  who  had  reported  it  from  the 
Qoounittee  on  iGlitaiy  Affaua,  called  £>r  tbe 
leading  of  tbe  report  of  that  committee,  aocom- 
panying  the  bill ;  and  it  was  read  aocordiogly. 

He  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and 
report  the  bill  to  tbe  Hoose. 

six.  MoOoT  called  for  tbe  reading  of  a  report 
made  last  ses»on  by  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
(pi  which  be  was  then  chairman,)  in  opposition 
to  the  daim ;  and  it  was  read. 

The  committee  tben  rose  and  reported  tbe 
bill,  which  was  amended  by  tbe  inserthm  of 
the  fbllowing  item : 

6th.  Tbe  sum  of  |7,600  for  blankets  pnrchased 
by  the  State  for  the  use  of  a  portion  of  her  militia, 
whibt  in  tbe  service  of  the  United  States. 

Kr.  WuuAMfi,  of  North  Carolina,  stud  he 
should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  honorable 
obiurman  of  tbe  Military  Committee  whether 
tbe  allowance  of  blankets  to  militia  servins 
less  than  twelve  months  was  not  unusual,  ana 
whether  that  item  in  the  bill  did  not^volve 
an  eit^ision  of  tbe  rules  heretofore  uniformly 
observed  in  disposiag  of  claims  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Db&tton  replied.  He  admitted  the  al- 
lowamoe  to  be  muuiuli  but  intisted  that  the 
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claim  was  equitable,  and  ought  to  be  allowed; 
inasmuch  as,  without  blankets,  the  troops 
would  have  been  incapable  of  doing  duty  at 
all,  as  part  of  their  term  of  service  inolnded 
very  cold  weather,  and  they  were  miserabjr 
provided  with  tents  and  dothiog.  He  dwdtt 
on  tbe  pemicdoiu  eflfects  of  refludng  meh 
an  allowance,  under  the  peenliarly  bwd  dr- 
cnmstances  <x  the  case^  and  the  diaoonrage- 
ment  which  might  thence  ensne  to  flitnre  pa* 
triotic  exertifma  of  States  in  danger  frcm  tbe 
enemy^&c. 

Mr.  Wabd  supported  the  view  taken  by  Ifr. 
Dbatton,  and  stated  tbe  circumstances  under 
which  the  blankets  bad,  on  application  of  the 
ofQcers  commanding,  been  voted  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  South  Carolina.  He  wannly  ^iM^fM 
on  the  equity  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  MoCoT  complimented  the  patriotism  o£ 
the  gentleman  from  Kew  York,  and  if  the 
House  would  take  ap  the  saljeet^  and  make 
tiie  allowance  general,  be  bad  no  objeotioia. 
He  stated  what  had  been  allowed  to  other 
States,  and  eqiecially  to  Yirpnia,  to  whom 
compensation  for  expenditures  of  this  kind  had 
been  refiised.  He  said  that  his  State  would  be 
a  great  eainer  by  the  passage  of  tbe  bill,  as  she 
could  advance  and  support  a  clum  of  at  least 
$200,000  on  similar  grounds.  Be  did  not  see 
why  South  Carolina  should  be  made  an  eioep- 
tion  to  tbe  general  rule,  which  had  been  mplied 
to  tbe  dfums  of  other  States.  If  the  Kates 
were  to  be  paid  for  all  the  munitions  of  war 
which  they  had  purchased  for  defence,  Vir^ 
^nia  oould  present  a  heavy  Ull,  and  woi^d  be 
entitled  to  a  great  deal  of  mon^  firom  the 
Treasury.  Hoping  that  the  aal^eot  woold  re- 
ceive a  more  mature  oonsideration,  he  moved 
an  a^oomment;  which  motion  snooeeded. 


THVB0DAX,  December  29. 

Oeorgia  and  Florida  Boundary  Line, 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Freradmt, 
and  presented  byth^  Spsakbb  to  tbe  House, 
with  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  on  the  sol^ect  tbe  bonndary  line  be- 
tween tbe  State  of  OecMrgia,  and  the  Tenitnr 
of  Florida. 

The  Menage  and  ocmrauni cation  resulted 
fhnnaresdntion  for  inquiry,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Wnm,  <tf  Florida,  callii^  for  copies  of  a  cor- 
respondence with  the  Qovemor  of  Geoqjia, 
and  other  papers  on  the  subject,  and  were  so- 
companied  by  eeveral  doonments  iUostrative  ef 
the  particulars  of  the  question. 

Mr.  WmTK,  of  Florida,  said  be  bad  deemed 
it  bis  duty  to  introduce  the  resolution  which 
had  produced  tbe  communication  just  read, 
from  the  Preudent  It  related  to  a  subject  of 
deep  interest  to  tbe  Territory  of  Florida,  as  it 
involved  a  contested  question  of  the  title  and 
JuriscUction  over  one  million  and  a  half  of 
acres  of  land.  The  United  States  were^  of 
ooorse,  interested  in  an  invQstigati(»i  of  that 
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tiUe,  which  is  oUiimed  bj  the  State  of  Oeor^ 
oa  the  one  hand,  and  the  charter  of  the  colony, 
and  by  the  Uiuted  States,  ander  the  stipola- 
tiODS  of  the  imtj  of  179S  betireen  ^lun  and 
the  United  States.  The  Territory  of  FUnrida 
was  concerned  in  the  decision  of  Uie  ri^t,  and 
stiU  more  in  the  jnrisdictiou  which  wiU  he 
Inroiigbt  in  conflict  rery  soon,  if  this  qnestion 
Ib  not  put  to  rest.  There  were  already,  be- 
tween the  two  lines,  serions  apprehensions  of 
the  inhabitants  whether  they  are  nnder  the 
control  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  or  nnder  that 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Territory  of  Bor- 
ida.  In  a  very  short  period  qaestions  will 
arise  whether  the  inhabitants  of  the  diapnted 
territory  are  to' serve  on  juries,  work  on  roads, 
and  My  ta»8  to  one  or  uie  other  Government. 
The  State  of  GeMgia  had  disposed  of  the  qaes- 
tion  jn  a  snmmary  w^y,  by  roaning  the  line 
aooording  to  the  view  the  anthoriaes  of  the 
State  entertain  of  the  snbject  We  claim,  and 
the  United  States  are  prepared  to  maintain  it, 
that  Uiis  land  was  ceded  by  Spun  to  this  Gov- 
emment,  and  thiA  the  line  has  been  mn  and 
settled,  nnder  the  treaty  of  1795,  and  that  all 
the  land  aonih  of  that  line  was  acquired,  is 
now  owned  by  the  Ui^ited  States,  and  is  a  com- 
pooent  part  of  the  Territory  he  represented. 
To  understand  this  question  properly,  it  wonId 
be  necessary  to  print,  for  the  nse  of  the  Honse, 
with  this  Uessage,  the  previous  correspond- 
ence and  reports  on  uie  snl^ect;  and  he 
would  submit  a  motion  to  print  the  Uessage 
and  docaments  accompanying  the  same,  as  well 
as  those  heretofore  presented,  that  the  Honse 
might  act  upon  the  sabjeot  with  a  fbll  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts,  Mr.  W.  moved  to  refer  them 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Kr.  Whitk  asked  the  House  to  allow  him 
to  present  a  letter  he  had  the  honor  to  receive 
ft-om  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  another  from  the 
draughtsman  of  the  General  Land  Office,  relat- 
ing to  the  report  of  the  oommisuoners  of  Spun 
and  the  United  States. 

The  motion  was  received,  and  the  piq)ers  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

yirginia  Land  Claim. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  claim  of  certain  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Virginia  continental  line  and 
navy,  during  tiie  revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  WioKLiVFB  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
Honse  would  order  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading.  Scrip  had  heen  issued  from 
the  land  office  for  land  warrants  wrongly  lo- 
cated in  the  military  reserve  laud  in  Oliio,  from 
what  he  conceived  to  be  an  erroneous  oon- 
BUhcti<m  of  the  law  of  1880  on  the  subject. 
The  land  warrants  located  on  lands  of  prior 
occupation  should  have  been  relocated  on  other 
lands,  and  not  met  by  an  issue  of  scrip.  He 
adverted  to  the  speculations  in  tiiem  when 
ibey  were  seUing  at  the  rate  of  twenty  or 
fhiily  ddlara  the  hundred  acres;  and  stated 
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tiiat  scrip  had  been  issued  on  this  wrong  con- 
struction of  the  law  to  the  amount  of  seventeen 
thonsand  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDQB  said  that  he  was  not  at  pres- 
ent prepared  to  say  any  thing  either  in  favor  ol 
or  against  the  bill.  He  was  anxious  for  Airthw 
information  respecting  it,  and  therefore  should 
move  its  postponement  till  next  Monday  two 
weeks. 

Mr.  WiOKUFFB  St^d  the  system  of  which  he 
complained  of  issuing  scrip,  would,  in  the  mean 
time,  be  coutinoed,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
public  domain. 

Mr.  DoDDBmoB  said  the  appropriation  was  ez- 
hausted,  and  no  further  injury  could  arise. 

Mr.  WioKLiFra  asked  if  be  understood  the 
gentleman  ffom  Vii^nia  to  say  that  there 
were  no  fhrtiier  claims  on  tiie  military  reserve 
between  th&lfiami  and  the  Scioto. 

Mr.  DoDDHiDOB  said  yes;  there  wwe  no 
daims  to  be  satisfied  on  the  luid  throof^nt 
the  whole  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  WioEUFn  said  that  did  not  remove  the 
injury  he  apprehended.  The  commissioner  cHf 
the  land  office  might  issue  scrip  for  the  whole 
amount  of  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
acres,  authorized  by  the  bill,  and  for  the 
whole  of  which  the  Government  would  be  re- 
sponsible. The  appropriation  only  restruned 
the  locations. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  for 
postponement,  and  carried  in  the  affirmatiTO— 
yeas  77,  nays  66. 

South  CaroUna  Claime. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  which  was  the  con»deration 
of  the  bill  for  the  ac(jastment  and  settiemeut 
of  the  claims  of  South  Carolina  against  the 
United  States;  and  the  question  being  on  con- 
curring with  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs in  the  amendment  proposed  by  them, 
which  appropriates  seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred debars  to  reimburse  that  amount  pud  by 
the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  for  blankets 
famished  to  the  militia  serving  in  that  State 
during  tiie  last  war, 

Mr.  Blajb,  of  Sontb  Carolina,  ratered  briefly 
into  a  statement  of  the  peculiar  circumstances 
under  which  this  money  had  been  appropriated 
by  the  State.  He  adverted  to  the  inability  of 
the  General  Government  to  afford  South  Garo- 
lina  the  protection  to  which,  by  tiie  constitu- 
tion, she  was  entitied;  its  request  that  the 
State  would  avail  herself  of  her  own  re- 
sources, and  the  manner  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment and  citizens  had  volunteered  for  that 
eud.  He  admitted  that  the  allowance  .of 
blankets  to  militia  serving  less  than  twdve 
months  was  unusual ;  hnt  maisted  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case  and  tiie  equity  of  the  claim. 
His  State  had  never  been  a  troublesome  stutor 
b^ore  the  House;  She  had  rarely  petiti<med 
at  its  bar  for  any  thing,  and  all  now  de- 
manded was  sheer,  substantial  Justice.  She 
had  been  a  Urfgd  oontribotor  to  the  natioiud 
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strong  box,  and  h«  sabmitted  it  to  gentlemen 
whether  it  was  liberal,  just,  or  politic  to  deal 
with  Sonth  Carolina  as  if  ehe  were  a  swindler, 
and  to  applf  to  the  equitable  demands  of  a 
patriotic  State,  the  same  rigid  mle  as  if  thej 
were  adjusting  cUums  in  a  shop. 

Hr.  MoKbhkan,  of  Pa,,  said  that  he  had  lis- 
tened with  attmtion  to  the  argmnenta  adduced, 
had  read  the  report  witb  oare,  and  felt  an  anx- 
ions  desire,  if  he  oonld  oon^stently  do  it,  to 
Bopport  the  bill ;  bnt,  after  an  examination  of 
the  snbject,  he  was  constrained  to  a&j  that  he 
ureed  in  sentiment  with  the  gentleman  from 
vii^inia,  (Mr.  MoCoT^  and  oonld  not  consci- 
entionsly  vote  in  favor  of  the  item  now  claimed. 
He  would  briefly  state  the  reasons  of  his  dis- 
sent It  was  conceded  on  all  hands  that  the 
State  had  no  claim  in  law  to  this  allowance ; 
and  it  was  songht  to  be  sapporte^  on  gronnds 
of  jnstice  and  eqnity.  What  were  the  &ot8? 
The  troops  in  question  had  been  draoghted  in 
the  midfft  of  sammer ;  and  before  the  season 
arrived  when  blankets  wonld  be  neoessBry, 
enough  ot  their  pay^  had  been  doe  to  enable 
them  to  snpply  themselves  with  blankets  out 
of  their  own  Ainds,  as  the  law  required  tbej 
should  do.  In  otiier  parts  of  the  Union,  when 
militia  had  stood  in  need  of  bluikets,  they  had 
sometimes  been  furnished  by  the  States,  but 
the  amount  had  always  been  deducted  from  the 
soldier's  pay.  It  was  swd  that  these  militia 
were  poor,  that  they  were  called  oat  on  a  sud- 
deu  emergency,  and  the  exigency  of  the  cir- 
cumstances had  been  such.as  to  induce  the  Leg- 
islature of  South  Candina,  ont  of  hnmanity  and 
liberaU^  to  her  own  cnticen  strfdiers,  to  make 
the  advance,  for  which  remuneration  was  now 
cHidmed.  He  admitted  the  &ot,  and  accorded 
to  that  State  all  praise  for  her  liberally,  but 
time  he  must  stop.  Such  an  expenditnre  fur- 
nished DO  ground  of  claim  npon  the  General 
Government.  Were  all  the  saoriflces  and  suf- 
ferings of  our  militia  confined  to  South  Caroli- 
na? Her  soldiers  had  served  in  the  midst  of 
a  rich,  fertile,  liberal,  and  homane  community, 
and  their  sufferings  did  not  amount  to  a  drop 
in  the  bucket,  in  comparison  with  those  whiotk 
bad  been  endured  in  other  parts  of  the  ITnion, 
and  espedally  on  the  Northwestern  frontier. 
In  other  parts  ot  the  country,  when  a  dtisen 
soldier  was  in  a  state  oi  desdtution,  his  appeal 
ms  made  to  his  fiellow-eltizais,  and  his  wants 
snrolied  by  the  liherslity  of  the  public  Mr. 
McK.  here  adverted  to  the  exertions  which  had 
been  made  in  Pittsburg  and  its  neighborhood, 
in  ftamishtug  the  volunteers  with  all  they  need- 
ed, and  he  insisted  that  if  the  present  items 
aboold  be  allowed,  all  who  had  made  such  c^u- 
tribntions  would  be  entitled  to  a  remuneration, 
as  much  as  South  Oarolloa.  The  amount  might 
be  comparatively  small,  bnt  where  was  the 
difference  in  principle?  Claims  of  this  kind 
might  be  advanced  hr  the  whole  Western  oonn- 
try.  Other  States,  vir^nia  and  Pennsylvania) 
omdd  present  lai^  demaods  on  dmilar  grounds. 
Should  this  door  onoe  be  opened,  where  would 


be  an  end  of  t^e  dridn  upon  the  Treasnryt 
Could  any,gentleman  say  wtiere  these  demands 
woold  terminate  f  The  law  had  fixed  the  prin- 
ciple, and  he  could  see  no  reason  why  it  should 
be  departed  from, 

Mr.  MoDdtfib  stid  he  shonld  be  sorry  indeed 
that  Soo^  Carc^a  shonld  establish  the  prece- 
dent of  an  niduBt  demand  upon  the  Tmsory. 
Bnt  he  should  be  equally  sorry,  on  the  other 
hand,  should  his  State  be  deprived  of  her  ri^ts 
because  other  Slates  had  umilar  rights.  The 
true  view  of  the  question  was  this :  shall  the 
United  States  refund  to  South  Carolina  llie 
money  she  actually  advanced  for  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  t  He  adverted  to 
the  circumstanoes  of  the  late  war,  and  asked 
whether  it  was  becoming,  after  a  State  had  as- 
sumed a  responsibility  not  imposed  on  it  by  the 
constitution,  and  had  defended  the  Union  from 
attacks  of  the  enemy,  that  the  Government 
on^t  to  descend  to  a  hnckstwing  cakolatioa 
as  to  the  items  of  the  aooonnt.  Oa^  the 
State,  after  actually  expending  the  mcmey  ao- 
oordingto  her  best  judgm«it,  to  lose  it? 

Mr.  Whtttlbsbt  believed  the  gentieman  was 
incorrect  in  supposing  that  there  was  any  law 
which  required  the  United  States  to  fdmish  the 
militia  with  blankets  at  all.  An  act  had  indeed 
been  passed  allowing  the  President  to  acc^ 
the  services  of  certain  volunteers,  and  it  pro- 
vided for  the  furnishing  them  with  blankets, 
but  there  was  no  general  law  on  the  subject. 
Militia  received  oompensation  for  their  service^ 
and  were  to  furnish  themselves  out  of  their 
pay. ,  When  advances  were  made  to  them  by 
tii^' State,  the  amonnt  was  alwi^  dednctea 
from  their  psj.  Shonld  the  item  be  aDowed, 
the  result  would  be  this :  that  when  the  militia 
furnished  themselves,  as  they  were  required  to 
do,  their  State  wonld  nuse  no  claim ;  bnt  when- 
ever the  mUitia  neglected  to  do  so,  the  State 
ont  of  humanity  would  supply  them,  and  the 
United  States  mast  pay  for  all.  Aud,  Airther, 
not  a  solder  would  furnish  himself  but  would 
not  have  a  Just  d^m  against  the  United  States 
to  the  amount  of  his  blanket ;  nor  coold  the 
cl^m  be  resisted.  The  trae  rale  was  this: 
when  the  United  States  were  bound  to  ftamish 
individuals  in  their  service  with  any  particular 
article,  and  the  Treasury'  being  insnffldent,  a 
State  T(dnnteered  to  do  it  then  the  United 
States  must  reftud.  Bnt  wnen  tiie  indiTidaal 
himself  or  the  State  to  which  he  belonged,  was 
bound  to  famish  the  article,  then  the  United 
States  ought  not  to  pay.  The  principle  of  this 
olmm  would  go  yet  further.  If  the  General 
Government  were  bound  to  pay  for  blankets, 
they  were  as  much  bound  to  pay  for  clothing. 
On  this  subject  Mr.  W.  quoted  a  case  which  had 
come  before  the  Committee  of  Claims,  where 
the  claim,  thongh  not  so  strong  as  the  present, 
was  strenuously  reusted,  aud  the  bill  allowing 
it  strun;Ied  with  difficulty  through  the  House. 

Mr.  Sjiokqua  said :  I  do  not  rise,  Mr.  ^[leak- 
er,  to  disensB  the  general  merits  of  the  &  ' 
now  under  consideration.   I  had  hoped 
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when  the  HooBe  Had  considered  the  peculiar 
nature  and  the  cironmstanoes  under  which  the 
military  claim  of  South  OaroUna  had  accrued, 
it  wonld  have  addressed  itself  to  the  jastice, 
patriotism,  and  honor  of  this  assembly  bo  di- 
rectly as  to  preclude  all  debate.  I  had  partio- 
nlarly  desired  that  no  representatiTe  from  Oar- 
oliaa  should  feel  it  necessary  to  urge  its  allow- 
ahce,  when  tlie  very  &ct  of  its  existence  re- 
flected BO  mnch  honor  on  the  public  spirit  of 
our  State.  I  relied  on  the  intelUgenoe  of  ttus 
body  to  estimate  its  justice,  and  their  equity  to 
direct  Its  payment.  But,  tar,  I  find  I  am  mia- 
taken.  Objections  are  rused  to  the  particular 
item  inserted  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole, 
which  ia  now  before  the  House.  This  seolion 
contains  an  appropriation  of  7,600  dollars  for 
blankets  purchased  by  the  State  for  the  use  of 
ber  soldiers,  when  the  tents  furnished  by  this 
GoverQment  were  insufficient  for  their  protec- 
tion. Honorable  gentlemea  have  objected  to 
this  allowance  as  uuusnal  and  improper,  be- 
cause, by  the  regulation  of  the  United  States, 
blankets  are  not  furnished  to  troops  serving  for 
less  than  a  year.  Others  object  to  it,  because,  if 
it  Iw  allowed  in  this  case,  ouier  States  may  prefer 
the  same  demand,  and  that  dangerous  inroads 
Till  be  made  on  the  Treasnrr.  Sir,  I  will  en- 
ter into  no  argument  in  reply  to  these  ot^jeo- 
tioDS.  Bat  I  feel  bound  to  say  that  they  do 
not  partake  of  that  spirit  which  animated 
Oanwna  in  meeting  the  exigencies  of  that  .day  ? 
What  was  her  situatioo,  and  how  did  she  meet 
itt  Sir,  the  enemy's  vessels  were  off  our 
coast,  and  every  Indication  of  an  invasion  of 
our  territory,  and  sacking  of  our  cities.  This 
Government  furnished  uone  of  those  munitions 
for  our  defence,  which  it  was  her  constitutional 
duty  to  have  furnished,  and  when  applied  to  for 
that  purpose  responded  tiiat  ahe  had  not  the 
zaewis,  and  Sooth  Oandlna  mnst  defend  herself. 
She  oalled  out  her  troops,  and  armed,  clothed, 
and  fed  them.  Bat,  there  was  no  quibbUng 
abont  doing  this.  No  calculations  made, 
whether  or  no  she  might  be  repaid  for  .all 
tUs,  or  whether  it  squared  with  ^e  regola- 
tiona  of  the  United  States.  Her  officers  com- 
manding these  troops,  seeing  that  the  very  lives 
of  her  soldiers  were  endai^red  for  want  of 
covering,  did  not  hesitate  to  call  on  the  Legis- 
lature, and  that  body,  disregarding  the  coet, 
^propriated  the  amount  contained  in  tbls  sec- 
tion for  the  purchase  of  blankets.  Such  were 
ib»  (urcuDostances  under  which  these  artides 
were  fiimiahed,  and  mtii  the  manner  in  which 
this  Honse  meets  them.  Sir^  I  do  not  feel  it 
proper  tliat  the  TepreaentatiTeB  of  Carolina 
Bhoidd  higg^  with  this  Hoose  for  anma  thus 
expendel.  They  flowed  from  her  patriotism — 
■he  will  not  h«g  them  from  your  josUoe. 


TvuDiLT,  January  10,  1832. 
Apporiummmt  BUI. 
The  House  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uidon,  Xr.  Hon^ 
You  XL— Sfi 


[H.  or  B. 

HAH,  of  New  York,  in  the  chair,  and  took  np 
the  bill  regulating  the  apportionment  of  repre- 
sentatives aocordiue  to  the  fifth  census. 

The  bill  was  read :  [it  proposed  that  one  rep- 
resentative be  allowed  to  every  48,000  inhabit- 
ants, alWr  the  dedaction  of  Indians  not  taxed, 
and  two-fifths  of  the  slave  population;  and 
then  went  on  to  declare  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives in  each  State,  on  this  rule  of  appor- 
tionment.] 

In  introducing  the  bill,  Kr.  Folk  observed 
that  the  oommittee  had  hit  a  great  ^fficulty, 
and  even  impossibility,  of  recommending  any 
ratio  of  representation  which  should  obtun  the 
nnanimous  assent  of  the  House.  The  repre- 
sentation of  the  people  of  the  United  States  in 
that  House  depended,  according  to  the  consti- 
tution, not  on  the  total  population  of  the 
Union,  but  on  the  respective  numbers  of  in- 
habitants in  the  several  States,  excluding  all 
Indians  not  taxed,  and,  also,  two-fifths  of  the 
slaves,  and  including  all  other  persoas.  No 
ratio  could  be  adopted  which  would  be  per- 
fectly equal  in  its  results  upon  all  the  States : 
whatever  number  might  be  fixed  on  as  entitling 
to  a  representative  on  that  floor,  there  must  be 
fraotions  left  in  most  of  the  States,  larger  in 
some  and  smaller  in  others.  This  inequality, 
however  it  might  be  regretted  had  Ita  cause  In 
the  constitution  itself.  It  had  been  so  sensibly 
felt  when  the  ratio  of  representation  was  estab- 
lished by  the  first  Oongresa,  that  they  bad  at- 
tempted to  remedy  it  by  aUowing  to  such  of 
tfae  States  as  had  very  lai^  residuary  fractions 
an  additional  representative.  The  then  Pren- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  General  Washing- 
ton, alter  mature  consideration,  and  after  de- 
taining the  bill  in  his  hands  until  tiie  last  day 
^low^  for  his  decision  npon  it,  sent  it  t>ack  to 
OoDgreas  with  his  veto^  and  the  reaaona  of  it, 
whidi  were  two,  viz.,  uiat  no  oomiuon  divisn 
would  ^ve  to  the  States  the  nnmber  of  repn- 
sentativea  allowed  them  by  the  bill ;  and  that 
the  proposed  number  of  representatives  was 
greater  than  one  for  every  80,000 ;  and  that^ 
tiierefore,  the  bill  was  unconstitutional  The 
House  hftd  acquiesced  in  this  construction,  and 
rworted  accordingly  a  new  bill,  the  effect  of 
which  was  that  each  State  lost  its  supernu- 
merary fraction.  This  early  exposition  of  the 
constitution  had  been  afterwards  regarded  aa 
settled,  and  had  been  acted  on  ever  since.  The 
constitution  imposed  but  two  limitations  on 
this  matter :  the  one  was,  that  no  State  should 
have  more  representatives  than  one  for  ereiT 
80,000  inhabituits;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  every  State  ahonld  he  entitiod  to  one  rep- 
resentative. The  eflfoot  was  that  the  greatest 
number  of  representatives  at  this  time  conld 
be  no  more  than  897 ;  U^e  smallest,  24.  The 
committee  had  recommended  a  number  which 
they  considered  a  just  medium  between  these 
two  extremes.  It  wonld  give  a  Honse  of  such 
dimensions,  that,  on  the  one  hand,  the  people 
would  not  be  deprived  of  an  adequate  repre- 
sentation, and,  on  the  other,  the  numben  ot 
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members  woilld  not  be  Bticb  as  to  render  tlie 
Hoose  multitudinous,  anwieldy,  and  incon- 
venient.  .In  1790,  the  number  fixed  on  as  en- 
titled to  a  representative  had  been  80,000 ;  in 
1800,  8S,O00 ;  in  ISIO,  86,000 ;  and  in  1820, 
40,000.  ThebiUnowreported]H'opo8ed48,000. 
This  was  &  greater  angmentatioa  than  had 
taken  place  in  forty  years.  Looking  to  the 
nnaToidable  inequality  of  t^e  operation  ttf  any 
ratio  they  could  propose,  the  committee  had 
also  considered  the  effect  of  varioua  ratios  in 
leaving  the  unrepresented  fractions  in  the  dif- 
ferent States ;  and,  after  maturely  considering 
and  comparing  the  difficulties,  they  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  i8,000  distributed  the 
fractious  as  equally  among  the  States  as  any  other 
number  which  oonld  be  fixed  upon.  The  a^- 
gregate  amount  of  all  the  frac^ons  left  by  this 
arrangement  wonld  be  547,488.  The  commit- 
tee had  had  no  criteria  from  which  to  judge  to 
what  nnmbw  of  members  the  House  would  be 
most  likely  to  assent  There  existed  a  variety 
o(  opinions,  whose  adTOoatea  were  in  &Tor  of 
a  House  more  or  less  numerous.  If  resort 
should  be  had  to  e^erience,  many  were  of 
oinnion  that  the  number  of  the  existing  House 
was  quite  large  enough,  and  might  very  con- 
veniently be  continued.  He  had,  himself,  at 
first,  agreed  in  this  opinion ;  but  he  had  subse- 
quently been  induced  to  coincide  with  a  nuyor- 
ity  of  the  committee  in  the  opinion  that  there 
ought  to  be  some' proportion  observed  between 
the  hicrease  ^d  wide-spread  population  of  the 
eountry,  and  its  representation  in  that  Honse. 

ICr.  Ouio,  of  moved  to  amend  the 

bill  by  striking  oat  Uie  words  "forty-ei^t" 
wherever  they  occurred,  so  as  to  leave  the 
number  blank. 

ICr.  Jasvis,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Craig,  by  insertLng  the 
words  '•'seventy-five,"  which  was  negatived. 

.The  question  now  recurring  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  OBAia  to  strike  out  the  words  "  forty- 
eight," 

The  debate  was  How  resumed  with  great 
i^irit  and  animation,  and  was  continued  by  the 
ibllowing  gentlemen:  Messrs.  Pole,  Daioxl, 
Adahs,  WiCKUFFE,  Oraio,  Tatlob,  YorroN, 
andMoDums;  when 

The  Oommittee  rose,  and  reported  pn^cress. 

Mr.  WioKi.im  moved  that  the  Ck>mmittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  dis- 
charged from  the  ftirther  consideration  of  the 
bill,  and  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee who  had  reported  it,  with  instructions 
to  report  it  in  blank ;  but 

The  Spbaxeb  pronounced  such  a  motion  at 
this  time  out  of  order,  unless  by  the  unanimooB 
consent  of  the  House. 

Whereupon,  the  House  a^oumed. 


Thussdat,  Janaary  IS. 

CMemtinff  Ifgffroei. 

Ur.  Smam  moved  the  foBowing  reaoln- 
iSon: 


[Jasoabt, 

Beaolvedy  That  a  committee  be  aiqwiDted  to  io- 
quire  into  the  eipediency  of  making  an  appropria* 
tioQ  (or  the  purpose  of  remoTing  from  the  Udied 
States  and  her  tertitoika,  the  free  peoide  of  eidor, 
and  ot^oi^g  them  on  the  coast  of  Africa  or  else- 
where. 

In  sapporting  the  resolution,  Mr.  Jbhzrb 
observed  that  the  State  of  Maryland  was 

deeply  interested  in  the  snljject  of  Uie  resolu- 
tion, inasmuch  as  she  possessed  a  greater  actual 
amount  of  the  popnlatitm  referred  to  than  any 
other  State  in  the  Union.  Virginia,  he  be- 
lieved, stood  next,  in  this  respect ;  and  Dela- 
ware, in  proportion  to  her  whole  population, 
had  possibly  still  more  than  either.  Maryland 
felt  severely  the  evils  resulting  from  the  pres- 
ence of  a  population  of  this  description ;  and  if 
there  existed  within  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment a  eonstitutiooal  remedy,  she  believed  it 
ojight  to  be  ap[>Ued  for  her  re^.  If  there 
was  any  snlijeot  in  which  that  State  might  be 
said  to  foA  a  more  lively  hitravst  than  in  almost 
any  otiier,  it  was  this.  It  was  expedient,  ttid 
very  desirable,  that  if  ajiy  legi^tion  took 
place  on  this  subject,  it  ^onld  be  had  at  as 
early  a  period  as  posnble.  The  L^datures  of 
several  of  the  States  were  now  in  session,  and 
some  of  them  would  be  looking  to  the  General 
Government  for  ita  co-operation.  If,  on  delib- 
eration, it  should  be  oonoladed  that  there  was 
no  provision  in  the  constitution,  and  no  means 
in  the  hands  of  the  Government^  then  the 
States  would  have  to  look  to  their  own  re- 
sources; and  tiuj  ought  to  know  this  as  early 
»  praotieable.  He  had  prtqposed  a  Select  Com- 
mittee on  this  subject,  only  because  there  was 
no  atan^g  oomnuttee  to  whom  it  seemed  to 
belong. 

Mr.  Spbiobt  said  that  ^ha  subject  embraced 
in  the  resolution  was  one  of  great  importanoe, 
and  he  wished  the  gentieman  would  consent  to 
defer  the  reference  for  a  few  days.  It  was  <me 
on  which  he  had  iiimseif  received  many  com- 
munications firom  his  constitnents,  and  he  was 
desirous  that  some  farther  time  might  be 
allowed  him  before  any  action  of  the  House 
was  insisted  upon.  Mr.  S.  said  be  was  in  finvor 
of  the  policy  whidi  dictated  the  resoluticm, 
and,  could  be  be  satisfied  that  t^e  General 
Government  possessed  the  power  refbrred  to^ 
he  shonld  be  very  {dad  to  see  such  a  measure 
adopted.  He  would  suggest  to  the  gentieman 
from  Maryland  the  expediency  of  piwtponing 
the  measure  until  Monday  next.  Ue  wished 
the  gentleman  distinctiy  to  understand  that  he 
was  not  against  the  resolution,  but  was  in  fiivor 
of  the  principle  contained  in  it. 

Mr.  JsHiFU  tiiereupon  agreed  to  the  post- 
ponement. *  - 


WmnaDAT,  Januaiy  18. 
Apportionmmt  MU, 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pou^ 
went  into  a  Committee  Hie  Whole  on  the 
state  0^  the  Union,  Mr.  Hotfjuk  in  the  ohair, 
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Bnd  took  ap  the  apportlonmeQt  bill.  The  ques- 
tion was  on  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
HuBBASD,  to  strike  ont  48,000,  and  insert 
4^000^  BO  aa  to  make  the  Utter  the  ratio. 

Mr.  DoDBUDAT  said  that  he  rose  merely  to 
oorroct  a  fitlse  hnpresdon  that  appeared  to  pre- 
vtil  in  respect  to  the  fractions.  If  gentlemen 
would  investigate  Ihis  sabjeot,  they  would,  per- 
haps, find  they  had  less  reason  to  complain  of 
the  fractions  left  thur  respective  States,  than 
they  bad  euppiHod.    They  wonld  then  be  pre- 

{ tared  to  vote  on  principle,  and  we  should  find 
ess  difficulty  in  passing  a  bilL  He  was  not 
partial  to  a  ratio  of  48,000 ;  it  wonld  leave  his 
State  a  large  fraction — a  fraction  of  more  than' 
41,000.  But  if  oven  that  naml>er  enitud  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House,  he  presumed  the  State  of 
Kew  York  would  not.  complain.  We  had 
heard  that  Yir^nia  and  Uaryland  wonld  have 
laige  fractions  l}y  which  they  wonld  suffer  in- 
Jostioe.  Well,  what  ooght  to  be  their  frao- 
ti(ms  t  At  a  ratio  of  48,000,  tbe  aggregate  of 
fractions  wonld  be  547,483,  which,  divided 
amongst  the  tweuty-fonr  States,  would  give  an 
averue  of  23,813.  The  fraction  of  Yii^nia 
wonld  be  21,843,  and  that  of  Maryland,  15,503. 
Virginia  would  be  favored  about  1,000,  and 
Maryland  about  7,000.  These  would  be  fa- 
vored States.  If  gentlemen  were  determined 
their  States  should  have  no  fractions  at  all,  or 
even  less  than  the  average  fractions,  it  would 
be  evident  that  no  ratio  whatever  could  unite 
a  mtyority  of  votes,  and,  of  coarse,  we  could 
not  pass  a  bilL 

Mr.  ^txuNsu,  of  Massaehosetts,  wu  Id 
&vor  of  the  amendment  which  proposed  to  fix 
the  ratio  of  representation  at  44,000.  That 
ratio  would  give  a  House  of  Representatives, 
connsting  of  269  membei^  and  more  numerous 
by  46,  than  the  present.  In  briefly  assigning 
the  reasons  for  the  vote  he  should  give  on  this 

auestion,  it  was  not  his  purpose,  he  said,  to  call 
le  attention  of  the  committee  to  any  minute 
calculation  of  the  effect  of  various  ratios. 
Every  practical  calculation  of  that  sort,  on 
ratios  as  high  as  60,000,  seemed  to  have  been 
laid  before  uie  Honse,  and  must  be  &miliar  to 
the  members. 

Sir,  said  }b.  O.,  I  prefer  tihe  ratio  proposed 
by  tbe  amendment  to  any  above  it  that  has 
been  mentioned,  in  the  bill,  or  in  debate  ;  be- 
cause it  will  not  reduce  the  present  number  of 
representatives  on  this  floor  from  any  State  in 
the  Union.  Nor  will  it^  in  my  apprehension, 
swell  tho  numbers  of  this  House  to  an  incon- 
venient size  for  the  transaction  of  the  public 
business.  I  acknowledge  myself  an  advocate 
for  a  numerous  House  of  Bepresentatives,  as 
being  most  consistent  with  the  genius  and  de- 
sign of  this  Gtovernmeut.  Is  it  not  constituted 
to  reflect  the  popular  will  1  Bat  the  perfection 
of  the  representative  principle  is  only  found 
where  the  public  agents  exhibit,  most  truly,  the 
sentiment*,  wishes,  feelings,  and  intwesta  of 
the  whole  people.  This  great  ottfect  is  most 
completely  atbuned  by  mrnuDg  a  numeroos 
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Honse  on  a  comparatively  small  ratio.  On  audi 
a  body  of  representatives,  the  peoi^e  will  im- 
press their  own  character.  But  the  higher  you 
raise  the  ratio,  the  further  you  remove  the 
member  from  his  constituents,  from  their  Inter- 
course and  sympathies,  and  the  further  yon  de- 
part from  the  true  principle  of  representation. 
If  this  be  BO,  s^d  Mr.  Q.,  how  can  a  body  of 
representatives  be  sud  to  reflect  the  character 
and  will  of  the  people,  when,  either  from  the 
extent  of  their  diBtiricts,  or  the  great  number 
of  their  constituents,  they  can  hardly  be  sup- 
posed to  understand  their  sentiments  or  inter- 
eats  !  On  the  other  hand,  how,  in  sacti  a  state 
of  things,  is  tbe  member  to  inake  known  to 
them,  clearly  and  effectually,  the  measures,  the 
men,  and  the  policy  of  their  Government  f 
The  representative  stands,  in  some  sort,  be- 
tween the  GoTermnoDt  lutd  his  constitncaita, 
the  medinm  of  eommnnication  and  action. 
They  desire  to  hold  him  to  a  &ir  reqion^lriUty 
for  his  public  acta.  This  neoeasary  estrange- 
ment, of  whidn  I  speak,  between  members  and 
the  people  they  may  have  been  chosen  to  rep- 
resent, will  open  the  way  for  demagogues,  by 
arts  Euid  imposition,  to  excite  the  popular  jeal- 
ousy, and  supplant  the  representative  in  Uieir 
favor  and  confidence. 

Bat,  sir,  I  find  some  support  for  my  position, 
in  the  fact  stated  by  my  honorable  colleague, 
(Mr.  Adams,)  that  the  first  House  of  Eepre- 
sentatives  under  the  constitution,  which  con- 
usted  of  65  members,  boro  the  same  propor- 
tion to  the  population  0$  the  country,  which 
the  number  given  by  the  amendment  to  tbe  bill 
bears  to  our  present  population.  I  am  glad  to 
find  the  coincidence ;  for  I  love  to  revert  to 
that  glorioos  period,  and  to  the  men  of  that 
period.  I  fear  we  are  fast  departing  from  their 
safe  examples,  and  discarding  their  lessons  of 
political  wisdom. 

When  the  people  accepted  the  constitution, 
they  supposed  they  discovered  great  security 
for  their  dear-bou^t  rights,  in  the  provision  for 
a  body  of  representatives  chosen  by  them- 
selves. It  was  their  chief  hope.  To  them 
alone  were  they  willing  to  confide  the  power  of 
originating  laws  by  which  they  were  to  be 
taxed.  Ko  matter  whence  they  derived  tbe 
hint  for  this  wise  and  oantious  provision,  I 
refer  to  the  &ct,  simply  as  illustrating  the  pol- 
icy of  the  people  of  that  time,  in  constructing 
that  branch  of  the  National  L^i^ure,  which, 
by  its  members,  issuing  from  among  them- 
selves, would  alone  be  competent  to  carry  out 
their  purposes,  speak  their  language,  sustiun 
their  spirit,  and  embody  their  character.  An- 
other fact  gives  some  testimony  to  the  point  in 
question.  B;  the  constitution,  80,000  was  es- 
tablished as  the  first  ratio  of  representation. 
This  was  a  startling  feature.  It  was  opposed  in 
many  of  the  State  otmventions.  In  t^t  of 
Massachusetts,  many  oxiddered  80,000  people 
OB  too  great  a  nomber  to  be  repreeented  or  one 
indiTidnal.  Bat  still  it  was  finally  Judged  that 
the  Hooae  of  BepreaentatlveB,  as  it  was  thea 
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OODStitated,  in  nnmbers  and  in  powers,  might 
be  a  jnst  oounterpoise  to  the  Szecutive  Depart- 
ment of  the  Qovemment.  Sir,  the  people  are 
dow  to  ohange  thnr  Bentiments  of  political  ex- 
pediency ;  and  I  venture  the  assertion,  that  the 
same  Jealoas  oare  for  a  fbll  popular  representa- 
tion still  perrades  the  nation.  And  could  the 
sense  of  the  people  tiiemsdva  be  collected,  on 
this  momentous  question,  It  wonld  be  deoimve 
in  favor  of  it. 

But,  said  Mr,  G.,  a  numerona  popular  repre- 
sentation has  not  only  been  regarded,  through 
all'onr  history,  as  a  favorite  'feature  of  our  re- 
pnblioan  system,  most  consonant  with  its  spirit 
and  design,  and  as  most  of  all  reflecting  the 
character  of  the  country,  but  it  must  ever 
remain  the  safest  depository  of  power.  It  is  a 
common  complaint,  that  the  tendency  of  power, 
in  a  free  QoTemment,  is'to  the  nanda  of  a 
few.  If  an  aristoeratio  influence  shall  ever 
arise,  under  any  Administration  of  this  Govern- 
ment, here,  in  this  Hall  of  the  people^s  repre- 
sentatives, must  be  found  the  remed;^  the 
oonnteracting  power.  Oould  a  numerous  House 
ever  be  sut^eoted  to  suoh  controU  Sir,  it 
wonld  be  detested  and  repelled  by  the  ch&rao- 
teristio  jealousy,  independence,  and  firnmess  of 
a  popular  representation.  I  see  other  reasons 
for  a  rigid  adherence  to  thia  cardinal  principle 
in  our  Government,  The  time  may  come  when 
Ezeoative  inflnence  will  be  brought  to  bear 
uprai  thia  House,  to  awe  it  into  snbservi^ncy, 
or  corrupt  its  action.  It  may  be  attempted  to 
be  exercised  among  the  members,  not,  perhaps, 
by  direct  assaults  upon  their  integrity,  but 
me  arts,  and  flatteries,  and  favors  which  ambi- 
tion knows  BO  well  how  to  employ.  In  suoh 
times,  where  is  the  people's  first  reliance  t  In 
a  small  body  of  representatives  f  Ko,  rir; 
they  would  find  safety  in  numbers. 

Mr.  Oh^rmui,  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in 
my  opinion  on  this  subject,  when  I  consider 
the  great  powers  vested  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  in  the  Execntive  of  this  Government,  and 
the  patronage  in  bia  power  to  bestow.  Having 
the  power  of  nomination  (which  may,  in  some 
fatare  period,  and  with  a  eobservient  Senate, 
be  equivalent  to  the  power  of  apj^ointment)  of 
oalnnet  ofiftoers^  Ministers  to  foreign  courts,  of 
c^oers  in  the  army  and  the  navy;  appoint- 
ments to  the  almost  countiess  offices  and  em- 
ployments connected  with  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, and  the  sales  of  the  public  domain — 
holding,  I  say,  this  prodigious  amount  of  patron- 
age, would  it  be  marvellous,  if  some  Executive, 
in  future  time,  with  a  view  to  carry  some  fa- 
vorite measure  through  a  very  limited  House 
of  Bepresentatlves,  should  dispense  a  share  of 
this  patronage  among  the  friends  of  its  meas- 
ures ?  Wonld  attempts  like  this  ever  be  made 
to  bring  over  the  m^ority  of  a  lai^  House ! 
Vhidi  oonld  be  roost  eauly  bongfat  apt  It 
was  intended  by  the  constitution  that  power 
should  be  so  distribated  among  tbe  several  de- 
partments of  this  Government,  that  no  one 
should  erer  acquire  an  undue  weif^t  and  influ- 
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enoe,  and  that  neither  should  be  depressed. 
But,  sir,  have  we  not,  fi^r  years,  witnessed  an 
undue  accamulation  of  power  in  tbe  bands  ot 
the  Executive,  and  in  tne  Executive  and  Sen- 
ate t  The  treaty-making  power  alone  is  <rf 
amadng  extent,  in  their  poasesrion,  with  all  ita 
tnun  of  incidental  influences.  And  some  bare 
feared  that  it  might  be  attempted  to  be  exer- 
cised in  derogation  of  tbe  le^alative  power. 
To  guard  as  far  as  possible  agunst  the  abuse  of 
any  or  alt  of  these  powers,  thia  country  wants 
the  vigilance,  firmness,  and  integrity,  which 
could  be  combined  in  a  full  and  numerona 
House  of  Representatives.  In  every  view, 
therefore,  a  \arg^  Honse  presents  decided  ad- 
vantages ;  and  if  my  reasoning  be  not  decep- 
tive, u  less  liable  to  bad  infinenoes — more  sua 
for  the  people,  and  for  the  constitution. 

It  haa  been  sometimes  asked  1^  fhe  adTO- 
cates  of  a  small  House,  bow  we  wonld  limit 
the  number^ ;  and  what  rule  shall  be  adopted 
for  that  purpose.  Bar,  I  answer,  as  the  popu- 
lation of  the  country  increases,  I  would  en- 
large the  representation  here  ontil  it  sboold  be 
apparent  that  an  additional  number  would  pro- 
duce embarrassment  and  inconvenience  in  legis- 
lation. It  should  not  be  so  large  as  to  be  un- 
wieldy in  action,  nor  yet  so  small  as  to  reflect 
imperfectly  the  character  of  the  country.  Has 
any  evil  reanlted  from  the  increase  of  nnmbers 
hero  ?  What  is  tiio  experience  of  tbe  country 
on  this  subject  t  Is  there  in  tins  Honse  less 
despatch  of  business^  tlian  in  some  earlier  pe- 
riods (tf  the  Goremmentf  Less  wise  deliber»> 
tion?  Less  decorum  of  debate?  Have  the 
aessions  of  Congress  in  late  yeara  been  pro- 
tracted beyond  tbe  period  occupied  by  them 
when  the  numbers  of  this  House  were  less  ? 
If  Uiis  were  so,  the  reason  would  be  found  not 
in  the  delay  produced  by  excessive  nnmbers 
here,  but  in  the  new  interests  and  multiplied 
objects  of  le^slation  that  are  conatantiy  rising 
up  throughout  oar  widely  extended  country. 

Mr.  Ohairman,'!  see.  and  deprec^  the  ten- 
dency, in  this  country,  to  adopt  the  habits, 
manners,  and  sentiments  of  the  old  Govern- 
ments of  Europe,  It  becomes  us  to  hold  back, 
to  rest  upon  the  republican  pltdnnees  of  oar 
national  character,  and  the  political  dootrtnes 
of  earlier  times.  It  would  tra  strange,  indeed, 
if,  while  England  and  France,  and  the  lattw 
nnder  the  guidance  of  the  illustrioos  Lafayette, 
are  endeavoring  to  perfect  their  representative 
systems,  tbe  people  of  this  enlightened  ooun- 
try  should  be  found  adopting  a  course  of  pol- 
icy in  reference  to  our  own,  illiberal  and 
unwise. 

Sir,  I  have  expressed  the  wiah  that  the  ratio 
which  is  to  determine  the  representation  here 
for  the  next  ten  years  should  oe  sudi  that  each 
State  Aonld  retun  at  least  its  present  number 
on  this  flow.  I  will  not  deny  tliat  it  wonld  be 
to  me  a  matter  ot  deep  regret  that  the  State 
from  which  I  come  should  be  deprived  one 
representative  in  Congress.  Snch  will  be  the 
case,  if  the  ratio  be  fixed  at  forty-eight  thon- 
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Band.  Is  it  expedient  ?  Is  it  wise  to  raise  it  so 
high  ?  For  Massachusetts  I  ask  no  favor  at  the 
hands  of  this  QoTernmeat.  I  only  demand  for 
her  jastice.  Nor  will  I,  in  advocating  her 
claims,  refer  the  committee  to  her  earlier  his- 
tory. No,  sir,  I  would  speak  only  of  the  re- 
Boarcea  and  the  great  interests  of  that  com- 
monwealth, as  they  stand  connected  with  those 
of  our  common  conntrj.  And  in  any  view 
that  I  can  take  of  this  sat^ect,  I  can  discover 
no  natioDiil  oonsiderations  that  seem  to  demand 
the  saorlflce.  Bat  her  people  will  aoqniefloe  in 
the  deddoD.  And  tfaongh  it  may  afl^t  her 
political  inflnenoe  mifkvurablj,  they  will  be 
content  to  know  that  no  tintoward  legislation 
here  oaa  distarb  the  moral  and  social  condition 
by  which  they  are  distingnished,  nor  the  wise 
and  liberal  iiistitations  which  they  cherish  as 
the  fiurest  inheritanoe  of  th^  Puritan  an- 
cestors. 

Mr.  Aliait,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the 
House  in  opposition  to  the  amendment.  He 
agreed  in  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massaohnsetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  &^ 
the  gentleman  from  Viisinui,  (Mr.  Mbdcbk,} 
that  the  qnestion  before  t£e  House  was  «ne  of 
great  importance ;  but  w  to  the  number  of 
members  wbieh  the  Honse  onght  to  contain,  he 
differed  widely  from  them  both.  For  their  ei- 
perieiicc,  learning,  and  matured  wisdom,  be 
had  long  entertained  the  moat  profound  regard ; 
and  to  be  obliged  to  oppose  them,  added  to  his 
embarrassment  on  the  present  occasion.  Thus 
far  the  qnestlon  had  in  general  been  treated  as 
one  of  purely  an  arbitrary  nature,  and  sub- 
jected to  no  certain  rule.  Two,  however,  of 
the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts,  bad  pro- 
posed to  lay  down  a  rule,  which  he  should  dow 
proceed  to  examine.  One  of  the  gentlemen 
(Mr.  Adams)  had  reminded  the  Honae  that 
first  OcmgreBB  oontaloed  but  sixty-five  mem- 
bers, mnce  which  the  popnlation  of  the  coun- 
try had  increased  fonif(»d;  and  should  the 
nnmber  "  44  "  be  adopted,  and  its  results  pro- 
dace  a  House  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
members,  there  would  be  exactly  the  same  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  representatives  as  had' 
taken  place  in  the  number  of  the  people. 
From  this  statement  of  fact,  Mr.  A.  said  he  in- 
ferred that  the  gentleman  intended  to  lay  down 
this  rule,  that  representation  ought  to  increase 
in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  popalation. 
That  was  the  gentleman's  rule,  end  he  invited 
the  Honse  to  examine  its  practical  operation, 
and  the  influence  which,  if  adopted,  it  must 
exert  on  the  condition  and  even  on  the  fbtare 
destinies  of  the  country. 

The  House  in  forty  years  would  have  grown 
from  sixty-five  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
members.  According  to  the  same  ratio  of  in- 
crease, it  must  at  the  end  of  forty  years  more 
contain  more  than  one  thousand  members,  and 
in  the  course  of  a  century  the  country  would 
possess  an  army  of  four  thousand  Congress- 
men.  Should  such  a  principle,  or  any  thing 
like  it,  prevvl,  he  would  venture  to  pronounce 
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it  impossible  to  transmit  our  free  institutitma 
to  posterity.  Congress  now  occupied  a  build- 
ing three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  con- 
taining one  hundred  rooms,  and  covering  an 
acre  and  three-quarters  of  ground;  but,  on  the 
^ntleman's  principle,  it  would  reqidre  a  bnild- 
ingcovering ten  acres. 

The  very  experienced  and  learned  gentleman 
had  advanced  another  argument  in  opposition 
td  the  number  £}rty-eight.  It  was,  that  four 
of  the  States  woffld  lose,  each,  one  representa- 
tive; a  result  which  would  not  only  impair 
their  relative  wetglit  as  States^  but  also  that  of 
the  respective  sections  of  the  Union  to  whidi 
they  belonged ;  and  thus  the  balance  which 
now  existed  between  different  jfortions  of  the 
country  would  be  disturbed.  From  the  prem- 
ises laid  down,  he  must  ^y  that  the  same 
conclusion  did  not  strike  him.  How  was  the 
number  of  the  House  to  be  determined  I  By 
the  ratio  of  representation  adopted.  But,  sup- 
posing the  number  to  be  doubled — would  that 
alter  the  relative  weight  of  the  different  States 
on  that  floor  f  When  two  scales  were  equally 
poised,  should  equal  weights  be  added,  or  equal 
weights  subtracted  from  both,  the  balande 
would  not  be  in  the  least  ^eoted;  neither 
would  that  of  the  Korthem  and  Southern  sefr- 
tions  of  the  Union  be  altered  should  eadi  lose 
two  representatives. 

Mr.  A.  siud  he  would  not  advocate  a  propod- 
tion  to  detract  the  smallest  mite  from  the 
weight  of  any  one  State,  as  their  weight  was 
measured  by  the  constitution.  But  he  could 
not  think  there  was  any  thing  in  the  result  the 
gentleman  had  stated,  of  importance  sufficient 
to  justify  so  radical  a  movement  as  the  addition 
of  forty  members,  at  once,  to  the  members  of 
that  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Yirginta,  in  bis  usual 
fordble  and  Incid  manner,  bad  commented  on 
the  relation  which  this  House  sost^ed  to  the 
other  branch  of  the  Lef^ature,  and  to  the 
Executive  Department,  and  had  argued  to  sboir 
that  the  number  of  the  House  ought  to  be  in- 
creased in  order  to  increase  the  weight  of  the 
popular  branch.  ,  Mr.  A,  s^d  he  could  not 
comprehend  how  such  a  result  would  follow; 
but,  supposing  the  gentleman  to  be  right,  how 
did  the  two  Houses  now  stand  f  If  their  rela- 
tive numerical  weight,  as  fixed  at  first  by  the 
constituUon,  was  then  duly  regulated,  it  was 
manifest  that  the  House  had  ^t  greatly  in  ad- 
vance of  the  Senate ;  for,  while  the  nnmber  of 
the  Senators  had  not  even  doubled,  tliat  of  the 
Representatives  had  become  nearly  fonrfbld. 
There  could,  therefore,  be  no  neeeasity  of  «i- 
larging  upon  that  ground.  But  the  gentleman 
had  fiirtlier  said,  that  as  the  Government  grew 
older  the  Executive  power  tncruised,  and  would 
continue  to  increase  yet  more;  and  a  large 
House  of  Bepresentatives  was  necessary  in  order 
to  put  this  body  further  from  the  reach  of  Ex- 
ecutive influence.  Now,  to  his  apprehension, 
the  very  reverse  of  this  proposition  was  tmflk 
and  in  rapport  of  his  opinion  he  would  a{tpeu 
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to  history.  All  history  concarred  in  showing 
that  large  numbers  of  men  were  more  readily 
actaated  by  impulse  and  sudden  excitement, 
and  were  more  apt  to  be  broken  into  parties, 
and  blindly  to  follow  artAil  leaders,  than  small 
onos  \  and  the  power  of  an  extraneous  influ- 
«nce  had,  in  all  times,  been  more  commonly 
and  more  readily  exerted  over  nnmeroas  as- 
Bembliea  than  over  those  which  contained 
fewer  nambers.  It  had  betfn  add  that  the 
Britiflh  House  of  Commons  conttained  nx  hun- 
dred membors ;  bat  that  body  was  an  example 
In  point  to  nipport  his  own  view ;  for,  although 
it  was  so  nnmerons,  the  business  was  actnafiy 
accomplished  by  very  few  of  the  members. 
The  great  mass  do  not  even  oome  into  the 
House,  except  when  they  were  summoned  on 
some  great  questioB.  A  qnorom  in  the  Athe- 
nian assembly  consisted  of  six  thousand  men ; 
yet  every  one  knew  that  that  assembly  was  con- 
trolled by  a  few  orators.  So  perfectly  was 
this  anderBtood,  that  when  Philip  of  Macedon 
wi^ed  to  obtua  the  eontarol  of  that  body,  all 
he  had  to  do  was  to  purchase  ap  a  miyority  of 
flieir  leadwa. 

ICr.  A.  invited  the  Hoose  now  to  look  at  an 
oppoute  example.  The  Oongress  of  *?6  had 
oon^ted  of  bnt  fifty-four  members.  On  one 
dde  was  despain  on  the  other  all  the  power 
and  wealth  of  England  to  corrupt  Tet  did 
the  result  fbmish  as  glorious  a  compariaon  as 
any  that  had  ever  been  seen  on  earth.  There 
appeared,  therefore,  to  be  little  or  nothing  in 
the  ar^ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Vi^inia, 
that  increasing  the  numbers  of  the  House 
would  screen  it  from  the  influence  of  Execu- 
tive power. 

Ur.  A.  said  that  he  could  not  that  the 
mlljeet  was  one  perfectly  arbitrary  in  its  char- 
acter. He  considered  it,  on  the  contrary,  sub- 
jected to  as  certain  rules  as  could  apply  to  any 
political  or  moral  question.  The  natural  en- 
dowments of  man  snggested  an  obvious  role. 
The  powers  of  the  human  voice  and  ear  marked 
the  limit  which  ^ould  regulate  the  size  of  any 
deliberative  assembly.  That  assembly  was 
wholly  unfit  for  its  fur.ction9,  every  part  of 
which  could  not  be  reached  by  the  voice  of  a 
member  addressing  it.  Where  men  coold  not 
see,  bear,  or  understand  the  subject  proposed 
to  them,  it  was  ph;^rioall7  imposrible  they 
conld  deliberate  upon  it 

He  might  appeal  to  the  gentJeman^s  experi- 
ence  here  for  the  last  month  and  a  half.  What 
was  more  common  than  to  hear  subjects  an- 
nounced from  the  Ohair  discossed  at  length, 
and,  when  the  House  was  ripe  for  decision,  to 
see  members  rise  in  their  place  and  inquire 
what  was  the  question  on  which  they  were 
called  to  vote.  Yet  it  was  now  proposed  to 
bring  forty  members  more  into  suMi  an  assem- 
bly 1  He  had  heard  several  gentlemen  say,  on 
the  first  day  of  the  session,  that  they  had  not 
heard  a  single  word  of  the  Speaker's  address, 
although  that  gentleman  possess^,  as  they  all 
knew,  a  fine  oomman^ng  vdice. 


Mr.  Leoomptb,  of  Kentucky,  declared  his 
intention  to  vote  for  the  amendment,  not  that 
Kentucky  would  suffer  by  the  number  forty- 
eight,  but  because  he  was  unwilling  to  deprive 
any  State  of  a  representative,  whose  popula- 
tion had  increased  since  the  last  census.  The 
total  increase  would  average  four  thousand  con- 
stitnents  to  each  representetive,  and  he  knew 
how  discouraging  it  must  be,  under  such  cir- 
CTun stances,  for  a  Stat^  eveiy  one  of  whoso 
members  represented  now  toar  thonsand  more 
people  than  b^ore  1820,  to  lose  one  of  their 
number.  He  did  not  fear  a  numerous  repre- 
sentation. The  people  took  pride  in  their  rep- 
resentatives ;  they  knew  them  personally,  and 
made  them  the  depositories  of  their  wants  and 
grievances,  Kentucky  had  had  to  bear  with 
large  fractions  under  former  censuses,  and  she 
co^d  hold  her  own  should  forty-eight  preTml ; 
but  he  should  vote  for  forty-four  for  the  sake 
of  other  States.  As  to  the  fear  of  too  large  a 
number  of  representatives,  they  could  move 
theh*  seats  olcwer  together ;  and  if  tiie  gentle- 
men who  were  continnally  on  their  feet  wonld 
but  curtail  the  length  of  thdr  speebhes,  the 
Hoose  coold  do  its  bosiness,  and  they  need  not 
be  so  much  afraid  that  the  introduction  of  a 
few  more  silent  members  wonld  deprive  them 
of  the  opportnnity  of  speaking  as  oflen  as  they 
pleased. 

Mr.  EtxswosTH,  of  Connecticnt,  said  there 
was  one  general  connderation,  and,  he  thought, 
bnt  one,  which  wonld  influence  gentlemen  to 
strike  out  forty -eight  and  insert  forty-foor; 
and  that  was  whether  a  representation  in  this 
House  should  be  more  or  less  numerous.  Some, 
said  Mr.  £.,  declare  they  are  in  &vor  of  in- 
creaung  it  even  to  some  hnndreds,  and  others, 
that  it  is  large  enough  now :  the  first  (hinlc 
that  a  great  number  will  best  secure  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  and  more  fidly  reprrawt 
their  diversified  interests;  while  the  second 
class  believe  that  a  smaller  nnmber  equally  se- 
cures the  same  objects,  and  that  a  large  in- 
crease will  inevitably  embarrass  our  l^islation. 
Twenty-eight,  the  increase  of  this  House  by 
the  ratio  of  forty-eight  thousand,  is  not,  in  my 
opinion,  too  great  an  increase.  I  do  not,  cer- 
tainly, wish  to  see  this  House  diminished,  nor, 
with  the  present  population  of  the  country.  In- 
creased beyvnd  what  ts  proposed  by  the  ratio 
of  forty-eight  thonsand.  When  gentlemen 
n>eak  of  numerons  representatives  in  State 
Leg^slatores,  or  in  the  Engtish  Parliament,  and 
argne  from  thence  that  two  hundred  and  forty- 
one  members  are  too  few  here,  I  must  ask  them 
to  remember  that  local  interests  and  small 
matters  in  detail  constitute  extenrnvety  subjects 
of  State  legislation,  which  is  not  the  fact  here ; 
we  legislate  upon  general  and  national  objects. 
And  as  to  the  English  Parliament,  why,  the 
representatives  in  Congress  are  expected,  all  of 
them,  constantly  to  attend  and  nnderstuid  the 
business  before  them,  and  to  participate  in  It, 
as  most  of  them  do,  to  tiie  advantage  of  the 
ootmtry:  batthisisnotthecaseittFaniainent;  , 
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six  haodred  there,  do  not  ordinarilj  ^ve  as 
good  a  represeDtation  or  aa  large  s  Hoase  as 
two  hundred  here.  Should  all  the  members  of 
Parliament  attend  as  we  do  here,  and  partici- 
pate as  we  do  in  the  bosiness  and  debates  of 
the  House,  the  basineas  of  the  nation  would 
never  be  done.  I  woald  not  object  to  forty-^x 
thonsBod,  though  I  think  forty-^ht  glvu  a 
better  Honse^  uid  is  more  In  Booordonce  with 
tiie  past  The  honorable  gentleman  from  If  aa- 
Bftchusette  (Mr.  Adams)  oomplains  of  the  hard- 1 
ship  of  losing  a  member,  and  almost  pro- 
noQDces  it  injostice.  It  is  to  replj  to  this  con- 
rideration  that  I  rise  at  this  time.  Why,  sir, 
the  ratio  of  forty>fonr  may  do  more  injustice 
to  the  whole  people  than  forty-eight :  in  hav- 
ing four  representatives,  we  may  not  have  as 
equal  a  representation  as  in  losing  them  from 
certain  States.  We  are,  aa  to  this  matter,  to 
look  to  the  whole,  to  the  relative  representation 
of  the  Statee  oa  this  floor ;  and,  if  we  apply 
the  same  rule,  we  have  the  same  relative  repre- 
fientation,  whether  that  representation  besEoall- 
er  or  greater ;  fiwitions  osHj  make  the  diflbr- 
enca,  and  in  this  the  greateet  States  are  tJie 
least  sufferers. 

Now,  sir,  the  fractional  difference  between 
forty-fonr  and  forty-eight  thousand  is  only 
about  forty  thousand;  certainly  too  small  to 
rest  an  objection  upon ;  and,  indeed,  taking 
any  nnmber  from  forty-four  to  fifty-four,  the 
fractional  difference  does  not  exceed  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand ;  not  enough  to  bring 
into  this  House  three  representatives.  80  that, 
after  all,  there  is  nothing  here  but  a  question 
of  numbers  in  tk]a  House.  No  State  can  com- 
plain, if  it  is  best  to  take  forty-eight.  Sir,  if 
any  State  has  elaim  on  this  gronQOf  it  Is  Oon- 
neetioat,  snd  Massaehnsetts  least  of  all.  By 
the  ratio  of  1610,  Cooneotiont  had  an  nnrepre- 
sented  fraction  of  sixteen  thousand,  and  Hassa* 
dhnsatts  one  of  rix  thoasand  only;  by  the  ratio 
of  1820,  Ooonectiont  had  a  fraction  of  thirty- 
five  thonsand,  and  lost  a  member,  as  did  Ver- 
mont, bat  Maseachasetts  of  only  three  thou- 
sand ;  and  yet  Uassachusetts  voted,  as  she  had 
ft  right  to  do,  in  phalanx,  to  favor  her  own  rep- 
resentation. Oonnectiout,  too,  was  compara- 
tively a  small  State,  and  ehe  coold  not  well 
afiToid  to  lose  one-seventh  of  her  representa- 
tion, but  sbf  did ;  and  now,  with  forty-four,  as 
U  is  widied  by  Hassaofaneetta,  GonneiMicut  will 
have  a  firaotion  of  over  thirty-three  thousand. 
Forty-nine  would  be  more  acceptable  to  me, 
individually,  than  any  other  number,  as  most 
favoring  Oonnecticut,  but  I  will  be  satisfied 
with  forty-six,  which  will  save  Massachusetts 
and  Vii^nia.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  past  with 
any  feeling  of  anldadQess  towards  Massachu- 
setts ;  but  if  takhi^  away  a  member  was  not 
unjust  or  improper  in  1820,  it  is  not  now.  Sir, 
I  am  in  favor  of  a  full  representation  in  this 
House ;  I  wish  ever  to  be  able  to  hear  the  peo- 
ple ;  bnt  then  they  may  be  less  heard  ana  at- 
tended to  by  an  overgrown  representation,  than 
by  one  (tf  a  proper  nas.  1  bellere  tiie  Interests 
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I  of  this  country  have  been  ftilly  represented  in 
this  House,  and  that  twenty-eight  new  mem- 
bers is  quite  equal  to  tiie  increased  population. 
It  is  impossible  for  us  to  act,  in  oU  time,  upon 
the  principle  of  preserving  to  each  State  its 
present  representation.  Such  is  the  rule  of  the 
constitution,  that  the  people  must  be  repre- 
sented vb^  they  are,  and  not  where  th^ 
are  not. 

Ifr.  Tbaot,  of  New  York,  sud  he  under- 
stood  that  on  the  present  motion  the  merits  of 
tiie  wh(^  bill  were  a  fair  subject  for  disdnsnon 
at  this  time,  and  he  should  assume  this  to  be 
correct,  in  the  few  observations  whldi  he  pur- 
posed to  submit  to  the  committee. 

I  cannot  but  regret,  said  Kr.  T.,  to  have  wit- 
nessed, for  the  two  last  days,  the  impatience 
evinced  by  many  gentlemen,  while  members 
have  been  expressing  their  views  on  the  sub- 
ject  of  the  apportionment  bill,  which  I  consider 
one  of  grave  moment,  and  probably  as  impor- 
tant in  its  effects  on  the  nitnre  l^islation  of 
this  country,  as  any  which  will  be  discussed 
hen  daring  the  present  session.  It  was  pro- 
vided in  our  oonstitntion  that  tiie  actual  enu- 
meration of  onr  population  should  he  made 
within  three  years  after  the  first  meeting  of 
Congress,  "  and  within  every  subsequent  terra 
of  ten  years."  This  subject,  then,  is  one,  not 
of  annual  recurrence ;  it  never  has  and  never 
can  arise  oftener  than  once  in  ten  years,  ac- 
cording to  the  former  usages  of  onr  Govern- 
ment. It,  therefore,  becomes  peculiarly  onr 
duty  to  canvass  the  subject  fairly  and  fuUy ;  to 
act  with  great  deliberation  and  mature  refieo- 
tion  in  deciding  upon  its  merits;  and  to  en- 
deavor to  reconcile  the  discort.'.ant  sentiments 
of  the  difEte«nt  members  comporing  this  com- 
mittee. Host  of  those  qnestions  which  are 
acted  upon  here,  present  two  aspects;  and 
gentlemen,  without  much  ^fiSculty,  are  able  to 
arrive  at  a  conclusion  satisfactory  to  their  own 
judgments ;  bnt,  from  the  very  nature  of  this 
sabject,  there  might  be  a  great  diversity  of 
opinions  as  to  detuls,  as  every  one  who  pro- 
poses an  amendment  presents,  in  fact,  a  new 
side  of  the  question,  and,  in  support  of  his 
opinion,  is  able  to  urge  arguments  ooth  cogent 
and  reasonable. 

The  present  House  of  Bepresentatives  is 
composed  of  two  handred  and  thirteen  mem- 
bers ;  the  bill  r^orted  will  give  ns  two  huo' 
dred  and  thirty-eeven ;  and,  should  we  ackwt 
the  proposed  amendment,  our  nnmber  would 
be  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven ;  an  average  of 
forty-six  beyond  our  present  representation. 

Su-,  said  Mi.  T.,  I  cannot  but  conrider  the  re- 
port of  a  respectable  committee  of  this  House, 
to  which  an  important  subject  has  heea  re- 
ferred, as  deserving  of  great  consideration,  and 
I  am  generally  disposed  to  receive  their  report 
as  based  upon  correct  principles,  though  I 
should  feel  it  my  duty  to  Bcrutinize  the  same, 
when  that  committee  is  composed  of  high- 
minded,  honorable,  and  intelligent  gentiemen. 
ftom  different  eeoticos  of  this  oonntiy,  and 
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who,  I  beliere,  act  with  a  single  eje  to  the 
pnblio  good,  and  who  possess  fall  means  of  ob- 
tuning  information  on  the  subject  introsted  to 
them.  I  would  not  for  sligat  reasons  Tftr7 
from  that  report.  And  I  cannot  but  think  that 
the  nnmber  which  the^  have  reported  as  tiie 
ratio  of  representarion,  will  do  more  equal  joe- 
tice  than  any  other. 

It  was  correctly  remarked  the  other  day  bj 
a  gentleman  from  Vir^ia,  (Mr.  Cbaic^)  that 
we  oonld  not  expect  to  arrive  at  a  oondodon 
irithoat  a  spirit  cfooufflliAtioa  and  matual  con- 
cession. I  concur  with  him  in  hia  opinion. 
Under  the  bill  as  reported,  it  is  true  many  of 
the  States,  over  and  above  their  contemplated 
nnmber  of  representatives,  would  be  left  with 
large  fractions,  and  four,  to  wit,  Vermont,  Een- 
tutiy,  Geoi^a,  and  New  York,  with  over  forty 
thousand  each ;  hut  were  we  to  adopt  any 
other  basis,  the  fractions  of  these  States  might 
be  diminished  by  the  operation ;  oliiers  wonld 
be  placed  in  the  same  situation ;  what  wonld 
be  the  gain  of  some,  would  be  the  loss  of  oth- 
ers. It  is  tme,  by  diminishing  the  votes  pro- 
posed, the  fractional  parts  mi^t  be  lessened ; 
but,  as  in  the  bill  reported,  these  remnantB 
would  be  relative,  and  the  haidship,  in  this  re- 
spect, not  less  than  now.  It  becomes  our  duty 
to  disregard  particnltu-  hardships,  if  not  too  fla- 
grant, and  look  totally  to  the  general  welfare 
of  this  Union.  Until  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  presented,  and  the  tables  of  calcula- 
tion laid  before  n^  as  a  representation  from  the 
State  of  New  York,  now  represented  by  thirty- 
four  members  on  this  floor — under  the  bill  we 
have  thirty-nine,  and,  should  the  amendment 
prerail,  to  have  no  lees  than  forty-throe  mem- 
bers^I  was  disposed  to  &Tor  sooh  a  ratio,  as 
it,  at  least,  wonld  not  increase  onr  ntunbers 
here  from  that  State,  and  perh^'  as  great  a 
<me  as  fift;^-fiTe  or  nzty  tnonsand.  Fwhaps 
my  impressions'  were  too  hastily  reoeired,  and 
one  ocmaderation,  with  me,  of  greater  weight 
than  any  other,  has  induced  me  to  change 
those  impressions.  If  we  should  extend  Iw- 
yond  forty-ei^t  thonsand,  one  independent 
State  in  this  Union  would  be  deprived  of  half 
of  her  representation  here ;  and  if  the  ratio 
should  not  be*  carried  above  forty -nine  thou- 
sand, and  one  forty-eight  thousand,  she  would 
be  1^  with  a  fraction  8n£Sciently  large,  want- 
ing a  few  hundred,  to  entitie  her  to  another 
representative.  I  think  that  the  feelings  of 
the  dtijEeos  of  tiiat  respectable  Btato  ought  to 
be  regarded,  and  her  interests  consulted.  Just- 
ly might  she  complain  of  unfairness  and  illib- 
^ality,  shonld  this  result  be  produced.  I  trust 
I  entert^  no  feelings  for  Knode  Island  differ- 
ent from  those  which  I  might  possess  for  any 
other  State  which  mi^t  be  placed  in  the  same 
situation.  The  case  of  Delaware  has  been 
mentioned  as  a  precedent  for  a  similar  hard- 
ship. Under  the  former  census,  she  was  de- 
prived of  one-half  of  her  representation  on 
this  floor.  Her  case  was  truly  a  hard  one,  and 
jet  the  fraction  was  far  less  than  what  would 


[Jabhabt,  18Sa. 

remain  to  Bfaode  Island  at  a  r^o  of  fbrty-nine 
thousand.  The  example  heretafim  aet  oi^^ 
not  to  sanction  irjostioe  now. 


Thubsdat,  Jannaiy  19. 
Apportiontnent  Bill. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  tSr.  Folk,  went 
againintoOommitteeof  the  Whole,  and  resumed 
tne  oonsideration  Qf  the  apportionment  Ull, 

Mr.  Bkioos  was  in  fitvor  aC  tha  motion  <hF  tbe 
gentieman  from  New  Hampshire  to  strike  out 
forty-eight  and  insert  forty-four  thousand  as 
the  ratio  of  representation ;  and  he  would  bo- 
speak  tbe  indulgence  of  the  committee  wldlsfc 
he  presented  some  of  the  considerations  whioh 
had  induced  him  to  support  the  motion. 

This  is  the  most  important  question  which 
has  been  presented  during  the  disoussion  of 
the  subject  before  tbe  committee.  I  oooaier 
it  80,  because  it  proposes  the  highest  ratio, 
which  will  Bare  to  each  of  the  States  tb^ 
present  number  of  representatives  upon  this 
floor.  If  fbrty-dght  thonsand  prevails,  yon 
take  from  tiie  Sontheni  States,  uid  from  New 
England,  two  of  the  sections  of  this  ooantry, 
two  members  each.  The  same  thing,  as  it 
spects  New  Englimd,  occurred  under  the  wpw- 
tionment  of  tbe  census  oi  1820.  If  the  bUl,  a* 
reported,  becomes  a  law,  the  operation  <^  the 
two  apportionments  will  be  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  representatives  fr^m  the  New  England 
States  more  than  one-tenth.  The  gentieman 
from  Tennessee,  I  presume,  could  not  have 
been  aware  of  this  ^ect  when  he  adverted  to 
the  operation  of  the  last  q;)portionment  to  sus- 
tain tbe  report  oi  the  ctanmittee  in  this  case. 
This  bill,  sir,  strikes  from  New  Hamtialure  one- 
sixth  of  ner  represmtatitm  on  this  floor ;  froBk 
MaBBaohusetts,  one-thirteentb ;  from  Virginia^ 
one-twenty-second  part;  and  from  Maryland, 
one-ninth.  If  these  consequences,  so  unfortn- 
nate  to  the  individual  States,  and  so  undesira- 
ble to  their  sections  of  oountiy,  can  be  avwded 
without  the  introdnction  of  greater  evils,  I  trust 
that  the  justice  of  this  Congress  will  see  that  it 
is  done.  The  population  of  Kentucky  is  less 
than  that  of  the  adjoining  State  of  Tennessee 
by  something  short  of  four  thonsand.  Forty- 
eight  thousand  gives  to  Tennessee  an  additional 
representative  over  Kratuoky.  This  is  an  in- 
equality in  the  conditacm  d  two  States,  located 
side  by  ude,  which  tbe  most  obvious  principles 
of  riglit  require  should  be  avoided.  Adopt  the 
proposed  amendment,  and  you  produce  this  de- 
sirable result  Again,  ur,  forty-four,  whilst  it 
preserves  the  present  number  of  representatives 
to  every  State,  leaves  a  less  general  fraction  than 
any  other  ratio,  from  forty  to  sixty  thousand, 
except  forty-two  and  forty-nine  thousand ;  and 
it  exceeds  that  of  these  but  a  trifle.  It  electa 
more  members  with  small  fractions  than  any 
other  number  within  the  above  range.  If  you 
adopt  this  number,  it  will  give  you  a  House 
two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  members.  Divide 
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the  whole  federal  popolation  of  the  United 
StateB  by  this  nnmbw*,  aad  abont  forty-six 
thousand  will  be  the  general  aver^  amoant 
of  popolation  tb&t  will  choose  a  representative. 

Gentlemen  tell  ns  that  at  fort^-eight  thou- 
■and,  which  takes  a  member  from,  the  delega- 
tion from  each  <rf  tiie  States  before  named,  the 
coostitntiwud  proportion  among  all  the  St<U;es 
is  preserved,  though  they  deeply  regret  the  ef- 
fect npon  the  lostOg  8totes.  This,  sir,  is  cer- 
tainly true ;  bat  I  reply  that  at  forty-four  thon- 
aand  the  same  jnst  proportion  of  which  they 

rik  will  be  roaintaineo,  and  the  very  desira^ 
object  of  seeoring  to  every  member  of  this 
ecmfeaeracy  its  present  number  is  obtained. 
The  eondition  of  those  great  and  increasing 
States,  whose  growing  numbers  will  add  to 
tiieir  delwatiotf  at  eaoh  ancceeding  oenana,  is 
widely  different  from  that  of  the  old  and  «naU 
BtMBB,  vhoae  population  remains  oomparatiTely 
atationary,  am  who  may  be  destined  to  lose 
one  or  more  of  their  representatives  every  ten 
years. 

Mr.  Ohurman,  are  tiiere  not  reminiscences 
connected  with  the  history  of  these  old  States 
worthy  of  oonnderation  in  the  settlement  of 
this  important  question !  The  four  States  most 
deeply  affected  by  the  decision  which  we  are 
abont  to  make,  are  nnmbered  among  the  im- 
mortal thirteen.  May  they  not  point  yon  to 
those  great  transactions  which  gave  birth  to 
this  free  repnblio.  and  ask  yon  to  remember  the 
days  of  their  ttial  and  the  deeds  of  th^  valor  t 
Hay  they  not,  in  the  language  of  kindness  and  af- 
fection, say  to  th^yoQngerBisterB,do  not,  in  your 
Itrosperity,  unless  some  great  principle  Remands 
il^  or  aomegreat  interest  makes  it  necessary,  drive 
one  c£  oar  members  from  this  floor,  whilst  you 
are  so  ftally  represented  ?  May  Gxej  not  say  to 
tiieir  sisters  or  the  Vest,  that  the  great  domun 
which  constitutes  your  rich  inheritance  was 
purchased  by  their  blood  and  treasores,  which 
flowed  as  free  as  tlie  nisUng  fountain  t  They 
envy  not  yonr  prosperity,  nor  would  they  check 
the  rapid  corrent  of  your  population.  Their 
children  and  their  dearest  friends  are  among 
you,  participating  in  the  snccesa  of  yonr  un- 
ptralleled  fintone.  But  tbey  ask  you  to  re- 
meiMwr  that,  In  the  days  of  your  mmority  and 
wedmeas.  toey  aoooesmvely  took  you  by  the 
hand,  and,  npMi  the  princaple  of  equality  and 
justice,  introduced  yon  into  the  great  repnbli- 
oan  family.  They  are  gratified  witli  your  in- 
oreaaing  wealth.  They  are  proud  of  yonr  od- 
Tanoing  greatness;  for  you  are  a  portion  of 
their  common  country.  Sir,  may  not  old  Mas- 
sachuaetts  and  old  Yirginia  ask  their  elder  sis- 
ter. New  York — thai,  great  nation  in  itself— to 
remember  the  perils  and  the  conflicts  of  by- 
gone times  ?  In  the  great  straggle  of  the  rev- 
olution, the  State  of  Kew  York,  who  now  ap- 
pears upon  this  floor  with  a  phalanx  of  repre- 
sentatives eqnal  to  the  whole  at  New  Eni^and, 
was  comparatively  small,  and  stood  in  need  of 
the  ^  of  her  powerftal  neighbors.  In  every 
part  of  her  territory  whiob  was  then  Inhabited, 
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may  now  be  found  the  bones  of  their  sbns 
whose  Uoud  crimsoned  her  invaded  soil.  Their 
relaMve  condition  has  now  changed.  She  has 
become  numerons  and  powerful,  and  they  com- 
paratively small.  When  she  can  at  once  be 
generous  and  Just,  will  she  be  unmindfiil  of  her 
ancient  friends?  Can  die  foi^t  Virginia,  and 
Maryland,  and  MaaBaohnsetts,  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  associates  of  her  youth,  the  sharers 
of  her  toils,  the  companions  of  her  ^ory  t 

The  census  of  1620  gave  us  a  population  of 
ten  millions.  The  ratio  under  that  census  was 
forty  thousand.  The  people  did  not  complain 
that  tiiat  number  was  too  small.  The  circum- 
stance attending  that  ratio,  which  I  sincerely 
regret,  is,  that  the  j)rinciple  of  reserving  to 
each  State  her  ezistinff  number  bad  not  been 
r^rded  as  sacred.  With  a  population  of  ten 
mulitms,  we  had  two  hundred  and  thirteen  rep- 
reaentatives.  We  have  now  an  increase  of  three 
millions,  to  which  the  bill  on  yonr  table  sub- 
stantially proposes  to  give  twenty-four*  mem- 
bers, or  one  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand. 

These,  air,  are  some  of  the  views  and  facts 
which  present  themselves  npon  the  face  of  the 
bill  itself,  and  which  result  from  an  examina- 
tion of  the  tables  reported  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  which  have  had  an  influence  in 
leading  me  to  the  conclusion  that  forty-four 
thoDsand  ia  the  number  which  ong^  to  be  es- 
tablished. 


SiTtraDAT,  January  31. 

Minimum  Dutiet. 

The  House  took  up  the  resolution  moved 
by  Mr.  Bottlditj"  on  the  27th  ultimo — the 
question  being  on  the  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  as  modified  yes- 
terday. 

Hr.  MiTOHKLL,  of  South  Carolina,  was  op- 
pMed  to  the  amendment  in  any  shape.  He 
objected  to  it  because  it  was  too  comprehensive, 
and  therefore  impracticable.  It  called  for  in- 
formation coextendve  with  all  the  pursuits  of 
industry— with  the  various  and  complicated  in- 
terests of  this  vast  oonfiaderacy,  ana  coidd  not 
posfflbly  be  collected  before  tlte  end  of  the  ses- 
sion. Mr.  M.  said,  before  be  gave  his  reasons 
for  BUi^orting  the  original  resolution,  he  could 
not  but  express  his  regret  at  the  unconciliating, 
unconcediog,  and  uncompromising  spirit  whi^ 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Davis) 
had  exhibited.  From  the  coarse  of  the.  New 
York  convention  on  the  tariff,  he  had  hoped 
that  every  member  had  come  here  with  the 
determination  to  vote  for  a  reduction  of  it  on 
liberal  and  patriotic  terms.  The  gentleman 
from  Massacnnsetts  had  taken  occasion  to  show 
the  great  advantages  of  the  woollen  manofao- 
tnres  to  agrlonltnre.  And  how,  sud  Mr.  M., 
did  he  prove  this  proposition  I  By  diowing 
how  much  wool  a  woollen  mannmotory  a 
owtfdn  c^Muily  wonld  require— liow  many 
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iheep  would  fomiBh  Uut  mxA— «iid  how  rnan^ 
aom  of  land  wonid  sostain  those  sheep ;  in 
othw  words,  that  these  mtmnfactories  sostained 
the  fiums  loeated  around  them.  Why,  rir,  if 
they  snstained  the  whole  agricoltnre  of  New 
England,  they  would  not  be  a  national  benefit, 
for  that  is  BO  inoonaiderable  as  not  to  form  an 
item  in  onr  Treasury  calculations.  It  does  not 
do  more  than  subsist  her  laborin^f  poor,  Kew 
England  derives  her  wealth  ai^  glory  from 
other  sonroes.  Mr.  M.  said  he  would  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  resolution.  It  had  two  objects  in 
view ;  the  first  was,  to  ascertain  the  reid  pro- 
teotioii  which  the  nuunAMtarer  deriTod  frcon 
the  ad  -nlorem  dnty  nndw  the  aot  of  1828. 
This  was  very  diffident  frtnn  the  luHninal  cr 
apparent  [votection  iVom  the  mode  d  asseas-, 
log  the  duty  at  the  onst<HD-house,  By  the  aot, 
t^e  dn^  of  46  per  oeut.  was  calculated  on  the 
costs,  with  the  addition  of  10  per  cent,  and 
the  inoidental  expenses,  which  he  understood 
to  be  about  ten  per  cent.  mora.  Now  46  per 
cent,  on  $120  was  $54,  which  was  the  real  pro- 
tection which  the  manofactnrer  received.  Is 
it  not  all-important  to  inquire,  then,  into  the 
price  of  thwn  as  protected  articles,  and  the  in- 
cndental  expenses  ? 

The  second  objeot  of  the  reeolaticm  was  to 
inquire  into  t^  practieal  eflbot  of  tbo  minimmn 
datieB,  It  was  an  artotrair  valnation  of  the 
eommbdi^  tut  above  tJie  real  valae,  to  increase 
tiie  real  protection  of  the  mannfaotnrer.  ^ 

Thns  a  woollen  cloth  costing  61  cents  the 
square  yard,  was  valued  at  100  cents,  and  a 
duty  of  45  per  cent,  calculated  on  it^  it  piud  a 
duty  of  46  cents,  which  was  90  per  cent,  on 
the  cost,  and  not  the  nominal  sum  of  45  per 
cent,  on  the  value  of  the  article :  thero  were 
four  other  minimoms  on  the  same  principle. 
This  minimum  principle  was  no  doubt  introduoed 
for  the  purpose  of  deluding  and  deceiving  tiie 
people— for,  by  adopting  these  minimntna,  a 
dnty  of  90, 100,  and  160  per  cent,  passes  for  an 
ad  Talorem  duty  of  45  pw  oent.  Had  the  tariff 
act  made  a  taSl  display  of  these  dnties,  it  would 
have  exposed  their  sel&h  avarice,  and  forced 
tiie  people  to  drive  those  out  of  Congress  who 
had  passed  it  But  this  miDlranm  principle  is 
■i  nqjust  as  it  is  delnaive.  This  is  literally  a 
tax  on  the  poor.  A  laborer  who  purchases 
coarse  woollens,  for  which  he  pays  61  per  oent 
a  sqaare  yard,  is  subject  really  to  a  duty  of  90 
per  cent. ;  while  the  rich,  who  wear  the  finest 
and  highest  price  cloths,  pay  but  50  per  oent 
duty.  Again,  it  is  an  encouragement  to  smug- 
glii^;  and  fhuids  on  the  revenoe.  The  dififer- 
«noe  of  a  cent  in  the  InToIoe  price  will  make  a 
difference  <tf  60  per  cent  in  tiie  dnty.  Thna, 
a  doth  costing  61  crats  the  square  y  wd,  pays  a 
dir^  of  46  oents  tiie  square  yard ;  which,  if  it 
be  ioToiced  at  60  cents,  will  pay  no  more  than 
93^  cents  the  square  yard.  Accordingly,  we 
fipd  that  it  has  given  rise  to  smnmling  and 
tcanis  on  tiie  revenue  laws  of  all  kinds.  In  the 
late  ocavention  at  New  York,  a  Hr.  EUaworth 
6Mad  fiwtB  of  a  most  alanning  nalsan.  He 
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sidd  that  franda  were  d^ly  eonunitted  in  that 
city;  that  the  dntiea  on  a  sin^e  package 
amounted  frequently  to  $4(K>— that  a  miad  had 
been  lately  detected  in  the  im^rtation  of  2,500 
pieces  of  cloth,  which,  if  it  had  succeeded, 
would  have  been  a  gun  to  the  merohaat  of 
$48.000 — that  within  tiie  last  six  mmiths  600 
packages  had  been  seized,  and  that  there  had 
been  but  one  condemnation  in  two  years.  Does 
not  this  statement  prove  every  thing! — ^flrst, 
that  the  temptation  to  smoking  is  immrase ; 
secondly,  that  it  is  carried  on  to  a  great  extent ; 
thirdly,  that  the  juries  will  not  oonviot  nndear 
this  act— fbr  tlds  witness  tdb  ns  that  within 
the  last  riz  montlii  BOO  packages  had  bem 
8dBedr--that  thwe  had  beoi  hot  one  oondem- 
nation  in  two  years  ? 

Mr,  MoDuFFn  tJiongfat  that  in  ell  cases 
resoluticms  for  mere  inqtiiry,  upon  principles  of 
right — at  all  events  npcm  those  of  oonrteqr — it 
was  due  to  gentiemen  making  tiie  inqairy, 
that  they  be  permitted  to  do  it  in  their  own 
form.  He  would  not  decide  for  the  gentleman 
from  Yii^ia,  (Mr.  Botodiit,)  whether  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachn- 
setts  (Mr.  Davis)  would  meet  his  views.  He 
was  perfeotiy  willing  the  gentleman  fnxa  ilm- 
sachnaetts  should  luve  bu  inqniiy  answered. 
Let  the  ori^nal  resaliition,  mth  the  amoid- 
ment  attached  to  it,  be  bot^  adopted.  Ha 
tmsted  that  genttunen  wonld  not  pnnoe  tlua 
incidental  debate,  trom  which  nothU^  pn)Ata>- 
ble  could  resolt, 

Mr.  Da  via  was  abont  to  rcfdy,  when 

Mr.  ArpucTOir,  of  Massaohnaetta,  said  that  be 
did  not  rise  with  any  lotentiiHi  of  entering  into 
a  disonsrion  of  the  tariff.  He  had,  in  an  early 
stage  of  the  debate  on  this  resolution,  attempt 
ed  to  get  the  floor  with  a  view  to  snbmit  a  mw 
remarks  on  the  sutgeet  to  which  it  referred ; 
but  not  having  suoMeded  in  doing  so,  and  t>e-  • 
lieving  the  House  had  become  wearied  witii  so 
protracted  a  debate  oa  a  more  reecdntion  oi  ior 
qdry,  he  bad  determined  to  give  a  rilent  vota 
on  the  qaestion  beftHV  tbenu  But  after  the 
remarita  which  fell  from  the  gentleman  frran 
Sonth  Oandina,  chaiging  the  friends  of  the 
protective  system  with  a  determination  bo  stafle 
inquiry,  he  most  ask  the  indulgence  <^  the 
House  for  a  short  expoention  of  the  riewa 
under  which  he  acted. 

The  object  of  the  resolntion  was  an  inqniry 
into  the  nature  and  effect  of  the  njinimom 
duties  which  had  been  introduced  into  our  rev- 
enne  laws.  The  gentieman  from  Virginia,  who 
introduoed  tiie  r^(^uti(Hi,  Iiad  stated  that  these 
mhitmumswOTe  to  him  a  mystery;  thatbehod 
made  inquiries  of  a  great  unmbw  of  pefwuu^ 
hot  he  never  had  been  aUe  to  find  any  «ie  who 
oonid  re8(dveit 

The  gratleman  frnn  New  Ywk  oame  fi:^ 
ward,  when  it  was  jpinipowA  to  transfer  the 
inqniry  trom  the  Committee  on  Oommeroe,  with 
a  declaration  that  he  lud  traced  oat  borrid 
mystery ;  that  be  was  prnared  to  draw  aside 
tluT^  whiidtoonoedea  the  real  ciharaflter  of 
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these  mmimams,  and  to  expose  them  to  oor 
view,'  A  monster  of  deformitj ;  and  he  dared 
ns,  under  the  peril  of  the  yeas  and-nay&^to  re- 
fuse to  look  the  monster  in  Uie  fiiee.  To  me, 
flir,  the  language  of  both  these  gentlemen  gave 
nnmiiigled  astonishment.  I  had  supposed  mj- 
Mlf  familiar  with  these  mlnimnma,  and  beUeved 
them  88  pldtt  as  rimpHotty  itself^  and  aa  harm- 
kas  aa  ihej  were  shnnle — ea  barndeaB  as  the 
gentleman  informs  as  ne  considered  his  own 
resolntioQ,  and  which  I  certainly  consider  as 
harmless  aa  he  can  do.  Why,  eir,  what  is  a 
minimum  duty  f  Simply  a  speoiflo  duty,  noth- 
ing more.  The  very  object  of  establisbiog  a 
minimum  is  to  change  an  ad  vdorem  into  a 
apeeiflo  duty.  Take,  for  instance,  the  article 
of  cotton.  The  existing  lav  impoaes  a  duty 
of  eight  and  three-fourths  cente  the  square  yard 
on  all  oottoni  costing  less  than  thirty -five  cents ; 
BO  of  woollens,  they  are  cUrided  into  fire  class- 
es, paying  apecifio  daiaea  of  fourteen,  twenty- 
two  and  a  hal^  fbr^-five,  one  dollar  twelve  and 
a  halt  and  one  dollar  and  eighty  cents.  They 
vary  ia  nothing  from  the  duties  on  teas,  spirits, 
raw  cotton,  and  many  other  articles,  bnt  in  the 
mode  of  classification.  Teas  are  divided  into 
five  classes,  according  to  color,  or  some  other 
distinctive  quali^,  but  the  operation  of  the 
duty  on  teas  is  more  unequal  than  that  on 
woollens.  Some  descriptions  of  black  teas  pay 
the  same  rate  of  duty  as  others  wldoh  cost 
doable  the  money.  The  same  of  raw  cotton, 
the  duty  on  which  amounts  to  about  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  Bra^  cotton, 
wMlHt  m  that  of  Bengal  it  would  amount  nearly 
or  quite  to  seventy-five  per  cent  on  the  oost 
Theee  minimum  duties  therefore  are  neither 
more  mot  lew  than  specifio  dntlea.  Bnt  they 
are  denonnoed  as  an  artful  invention  of  the 
maan&ctnrers,  nnder  which  to  conceal  their 
extortion  and  rapacity ;  a  ftand  npon  the  peo- 
ple; aoti-repoblioui,  opposed  to  every  prmci- 
pie  of  justice.  Under  Uiese  oironmstances,  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  look  into  the  ori^n  of 
these  minimams,  to  inquire  into  their  history. 
The  form  of  the  minimum  as  a  speetflo  duty 
was  introduced  into  our  legislation  nnder  the 
auspices  of  one  of  the  purest  names  enrolled  on 
the  list  of  onr  departed  worthies ;  that  of  Wil- 
liam Lowndes^  <h  South  OaroUna,  ^  it  was, 
aa  carman  of  the  Oommittee  of  "Wan  and 
Kean^  who  introduced  the  act  of  April,  181A, 
impomig  a  tariff  of  duties,  containing  this 
ciause :  "  Provided  that  &U  cotton  cloths,  the 
(nigtnal  cost  of  which  at  the  place  whence  im- 
ported, with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  cent, 
if  from  places  beyond  the  O&pe  of  Good  Hope, 
or  ten  per  cent,  if  imported  from  any  other 
place,  shall  be  less  than  twenty-five  cents  per 
sqaare  yard,  shall,  with  snch  addition,  be  taken 
and  deemed  to  have  oost  twenty-five  cents  per 
square  yard,  and  charged  wi^  duty  accord- 
ingly." This  provision  imposed  a  qiedfio  du^ 
of  six  and  a  quarter  cents  the  square  yard,  at 
least,  on  tH  oottmu;  and  this  eiroumstance 
gare  it  the  name  <tf  a  ndnlmom  duty.  Vhen 
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it  was  proposed  to  strike  this  provision  firom 
the  bill,  the  eloquence  of  Lowndes,  and  the 
votes  of  South  Carolina,  retained  it.  The 
minimum,  therefore,  whatever  its  character,  is 
a  child  of  South  Carolina;  and  if  it  require 
defence,  South  Carolina  should  defend  it.  Will 
she  do  sot  No,  Ur.  Speaker;  even  hero,  on 
the  spot  dt  its  birfh,  boutb  Oarolina  brandy 
with  most  cmprobrions  epithets,  her  own  off- 
spring. Ana  yet,  nr,  is  not'the  act  entitled  to 
defence  ?  I  think  it  is.  And,  however  much 
I  may  regret  that  it  should  have  fallen  to  so 
feeble  hands,  I  will  defend  this  act  of  South 
Carolina,  even  against  herself. 

Sir,  I  know  something  of  the  motives  which 
influenced  South  Oarolma  in  this  measure  in 
1616.  A  highly  esteemed  and  intimate  friend, 
now  no  more,  who  passed  a  great  part  of 
that  session  of  Congress  at  Washington,  and 
who  was  greatiy  inttnential  in  bringing  differ- 
ent views  and  confiioUi:^  interests  to  unite  in 
this  measure,  explained  to  me,  on  his  return, 
the  views  under  whioh  a  minority  of  the  dele- 
gation of  Soutli  Carolina  were  indnoed  to  vote 
for  that  bin.  South  Oandina  was  then,  as  sow, 
a  ootton^rowing  State ;  cotton  was  her  great 
staple.  The  power-loom  bad  been  brought  into 
complete  and  suooessful  operation  in  this  coun- 
try. The  whole  consumption  of  the  country  in 
the  article  of  coarse  cottons,  was,  nevertheless, 
at  that  time,  supplied  by  the  Indian  manufac- 
ture frora  Bengal.  South  Carolina  was  assured, 
and  made  to  Iwlieve,  that.,  nnder  the  protection 
of  thU  minimnm,  imposing  a  spedfio  duty  of 
and  a  qoarter  omta  the  square  yard  aa  taese 
inf<uior  cottrais,  the  cotton  i^onr  own  produo- 
tlon  might  be  sacoeaaftilly  manaftotured  under 
the  Inmienee  of  tbis  powerflil  inatmmoit,  in 
onr  own  country,  and  thus  made  to  supersede 
and  shut  out  the  oottons  then  in  use,  the  prod- 
uct both  of  a  foreign  manufacture  and  of  a  for- 
eini  soil. 

In  supporting  this  measure,  therefore,  what- 
ever other  motives  may  have  inflaenoed  her. 
South  Carolina  was  following  the  dictates  of 
an  enlightened  self-interest — nay,  more,  sir,  of 
an  enlightened  and  enlarged  patriotism.  What 
^nd  of  union  could  be  imagined,  better  calcu- 
lated to  bind  toge&er  distant  parts  of  the 
Union,  than  the  ties  of  a  common  Interest, 
growing  ont  of  the  mntaal  ralation  of  producer 
of  the  raw  material  and  the  mannflacturer  ot 
it?  And  B^Tij  of  mannfiMJtorer  and  ooa- 
sumer  ? 

Kow,  sir,  what  has  been  the  resnlt !  Have 
the  anticipations  thus  held  out  to  South  Caro- 
lina been  realized?  On  this  point  I  may  speak 
with  some  confidesoe.  With  the  gentleman  to 
whom  I  have  alluded,  I  had  been  associated  as 
one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  the  establish- 
ment at  Waltham,  where  the  power-loom  waa 
first  pat  in  operation  in  1816 ;  and  from  that 
period  to  the  present  I  have  been  intimately 
acqu^nted  with  the  pn^ress  of  the  cotton 
manufacture.  Not  only,  sir,  have  the  original 
calculations  been  folly  reelljBed,  but  the  manu- 
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faotare  baB  been  Kteoded  to  a  degree  which  it 
would  have  been  thooght  altogether  visioaarT 
to  have  antitnpated.  l^e  original  idea  extend- 
ed only  to  the  manufacture  of  coarse  cottons, 
to  take  the  place  of  those  imported  from  India 
Not  only  were  these  exclnded  almost  imme- 
diately, but,  under  the  ioflaeace  of  a  small  ex- 
tension of  the  minimum  in  1824,  and  again  in 
1828,  by  each  of  which  an  additional  duty  of 
one  cent  and  a  quarter  the  square  yard  was 
added  to  that  imposed  in  1816,  the  mannfac- 
ture  has  been  carried  up  into  the  finer  and 
higher  branches,  to  an  extent  and  with  a  ra- 
pidity which  I  will  venture  to  say  has  no  par- 
allel in  the  whole  history  of  commerce.  By 
the  most  moderate  estimate,  and  one  which  I 
believe  entirely  within  the  truth,  the  present 
ooQsnmption  of  cotton  in  onr  own  manofecture 
is  estimated  at  60,000,000  pounds.  This  is 
more  than  one-half  the  entire  quuitity  of  cot- 
ton manufactared  in  Great  Britain,  in  1816,  the 

E>riod  of  establishing  the  first  minimum  by  onr 
w — the  average  <x  five  years,  from  1816  to 
1820,  being  stated  by  Mr.  Hnskisiion  as  127,- 
000,000  pounds  only.  It  amounts  to  one-fifth 
part  of  our  whole  production,  and  bears  the 
proportion  of  two-firths  of  the  entire  mannfao- 
tnre  of  Great  Britain  from  American  cotton. 
At  the  same  time,  it  is  at  the  preeent  moment 
extending  itself  with  an  ene^,  and  to  an  cc- 
teot,  never  heian  witnessed. 

Not  only,  Hr.  Speaker,  has  it  ftuniibU  onr 
entire  consumption  in  all  the  finer  and  more 
expenuve  branches  of  the  manofiuitnre,  ud 
inb'oduced  new  fabrics  into  use,  as  negro  cot- 
ton, and  cotton  dacka.  which  are  rapidly  tak- 
ing the  place  of  the  foreign  articles  manufac- 
tured from  linen  and  honp;  but  it  has  fur- 
nished a  very  considerable  export  in  the  article 
of  coarse  cottons. 

In  this  view  the  mannfiu;tnre  assumes  addi- 
tional importance,  as  destined  to  furnish  a 
very  important  branch  of  our  for^en  trade.  I 
am  awwe,  idr,  tliat  it  is  a  prendfang  opinion 
that  it  is  impoBiible  fbr  as  to  manufacture  any 
description  of  6ott<ma  on  raeh  tnms  as  to  meet 
the  fabrics  of  Great  Britain  in  finreign  nutrk^ 
On  th^  point  I  wish  to  be  explicit,  and  I  avul 
myself  of  the  present  t^portunity  to  state  to 
the  House  that  I  am  prepared  to  maintain  on 
this  floor  the  position,  not  as  matter  of  opinion 
merely,  but  as  a  well-ascertained  faot,  that  the 
American  manufacturer  can  convert  a  pound 
of  American  cotton  into  the  coarse  fabrics, 
snited  to  exportation,  for  a  less  amount  of 
money  than  the  British  manufacturer  can  do 
iL  In  other  words,  that  a  pound  weight  or 
other  given  qnantity  of  these  fabrics  can  be 
prodnoed  far  a  less  amonnt  of  money  in  this 
oountir  than  it  oan  in  Great  Britun,  made 
from  the  same  materials.  I  am  perfectly  aware 
ttiat^  by  the  substitution  ot  the  cheaper  Bengal 
ootton,  and  by  working  up  a  portion  of  the 
waste  df  their  mills,  the  British  manufacturer 
can  produce  a  fabric  apparent^  chewier  than 
onr  own ;  bnt  tiim  Is  an  inherent  wuit  of  te- 
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nadty  in  the  manufacture^  which  eooa  reveals 
itself  to  the  consumer,  even  amongst  the  mdest 
people :  the  consequence  is  a  demded  prefer- 
ence for  the  American  fabrics,  and  an  increas- 
ing demand  for  these  goods  for  exportation, 
which  has  only  been  checked  by  some  advance 
of  price,  which  has  taken  place  during  the  past 
year,  in  the  expaneion  of  a  universal  proeper- 
it7.  This  brings  me  to  notice  a  remark  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Ci^uBSKjaxo,) 
on  the  enormous  profits  of  the  manufacturers. 
I  believe  he  expressed  a  wish  for  informati<m 
in  relation  to  their  enormous  profits.  It  is  cer- 
tainly true,  that  after  a  most  severe  and  trying 
depression  during  the  years  1829  and  1630,  the 
manufooturers  have  shared  in  the  miiversal  r^ 
action  of  1881;  bnt  not  in  a  greater,  if  so  great 
a  iegno  as  other  branches  of  trade.  I  lAtOQld 
consider  it  a  high  estimate  of  the  profits  of  the 
most  flourishing  establiahmenta,  to  rate  them 
at  twenty  per  cent,  for  the  year,  and  probably 
bnt  a  small  proportion  approach  near  to 
it.  This  is  certainly  a  high  rate  of  profit,  but 
not  greater  than  that  realized  by  the  navifpting 
interest.  Such  have  been  the  profits  in  this 
last  department  of  trade,  that,  during  a  conskl- 
erable  part  of  the  year,  every  new  ship  which 
touched  the  water,  woold  conmiacd  a  pmfit  of 
twenty-five  per  oeub,  over  tiie  cost  of  Imilding, 
the  work  of  only  a  few  months.  Bnt,  Mr. 
Speaker,  what  has  been  the  comeqnwioe  <k  thta 
increase  in  tiie  profits  of  mannfactaiing  ?  An 
nqpreoedented  unpolse  of  capital  into  this 
branch  of  business.  If  the  profite  are  now  too 
great  there  can  be  no  fear  but  they  will  soon 
be  reduced,  under  the  existing  spirit  of  compe- 
tition, to  a  proper  level,  if  not  below  it. 

Let  US  now  advert  to  the  efi'ect  of  this  man- 
ufacture on  prices.  I  hare  before  me  a  scale 
of  prices  for  every  year,  taken  ft-om  the  actaal 
sales  of  the  same  identical  article  of  cotton 
manufactured  by  the  Waltham  Company  finm 
1816  to  1829.  I  will  only  give  the  following 
extracts:  The  article  whioh  in  1816  sold  for 
thirty  cents  the  sqnare  yard,  sold,  in  1819,  at 
twenty-Kme  orats;  in  1888,  aeventeoi  ooita; 
1826,  thirteen  cents ;  in  1^9,  nine  and  even 
eight  a  half  cents.  Hie  last  price  was  not  csm 
giving  a  remunerative  profit,  and  the  manofte- 
tnre  was  abandoned  for  a  finer  fitbrio ;  the  same 
article  may  now  be  worth  ten  or  ten  and  a  half 
cents. 

Now,  sir,  with  this  knowledge  of  this  partio- 
nlar  branch  of  manufacture,  it  will  readily  be 
believed  that  I  am  sincere  in  the  expressicHj, 
not  of  a  perfect  willingnessr  but  of  a  strong  de- 
sire, that  this  House  should  possess  itself  of  the 
most  full  and  complete  information  in  relation 
to  the  anUeotof  nianu&ctures.  I  invite  the 
fullest  inqoiry.  I  eoart  it,  and  pledge  myself 
to  afford  an^  aasistanoe  in  my  power  toward 
the  satirfaction  of  every  ioimiry,  and  the  ob- 
taining of  the  most  complete  information. 

And  I  do  this,  because,  when  the  fiusts  whioh 
I  have  stated  are  in  possession  of  diis  Honae^  I 
ahdl  call  i^on  Bonm  OwoHna  to  saar  whedksi^ 
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under  these  drcamstances,  she  is  prepared  to 
breftk  dovrn  or  cripple  say  port  of  this  manii' 
faotare,  which  she  has  done  so  mnoh  to  bring 
into  existence,  and  in  whose  prosperity  I  be- 
lieve her  to  be  deeply  interested.  I  sbaU  ask 
her  to  pause,  before  she  decides  to  iadalge  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  in  the  experiment 
whether  goods  made  from  Bengal  cotton  are 
not  more  ecoaomical  for  the  poor,  for  whom 
he  feela  so  great  an  interest.  In  my  homble 
opinion,  the  minimum  duty  is  entitled  to  a 
good  word  from  South  Carolina.  I  do  not  de- 
spur  of  having  it.  As  to  the  resolution  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  my  objection 
to  it  is,  that  it  [H-esents  no  ^ecino  object  of  in- 

?uirj-Hiotbing  to  lead  to  any  maclacal  result, 
read  it  over  several  times  witnont  being  able 
to  ucertidn  the  olfjeot;  it  seemed  to  require 
some  oaloolatioDB  as  to  the  amount  of  the  min- 
imum dnties  per  cent,  on  any  supposable  cost ; 
tide  is  a  matter  of  easy  calculation,  which  any 
person  can  make  for  himself;  it  is  simply  a 

aoestion  in  the  rule  of  three,  as,  for  instance, 
10  minimnm  duty  on  a  sqnare  yard  of  cotton 
is  eight  and  three-fourths  cents.  Suppose  a 
square  yard  of  cotton  should  cost  one  cent, 
what  would  the  duty  amount  to  per  cent.  ? 
Answer,  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five  per 
cent.,  and  so  through  the  whole  soale.  Now, 
sir,  if  the  gentleman  chooses  to  have  these  min- 
imnms  calculated  for  us,  as  I  now  understand 
he  does,  why,  be  it  so  with  all  my  heart.  I 
can  have  no  olgeotion  to  his  presenting  tbepi 
to  us  nnder  as  many  phases  as  the  census  as- 
sumed in  the.  hands  of  the  very  ingenious  gen- 
tleman who  has  calculated  it  for  us  with  so 
much  labor.  But  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me 
perceive  any  practical  result  to  come  of  it. 

As  to  which  of  the  committees  the  inquiry 
should  go,  so  far  as  this  calculation  is  concern- 
ed, it  mxist  be  of  very  little  importance ;  but, 
suppose  it  intended  to  apply  it  practically  to 
tiie  comparative  prices  of  goods  manufactured 
here,  or  imported  from  abroad ;  there  can  be 
no  question  tliat,  as  a  matter  of  propriety,  it 
ought  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Kanufactares. 
The  tivaory  irfthis  House,  I  take  to  be,  that  the 
standing  committees  are  supposed  to  concen- 
trate tibe  highest  d^rree  of  information  in  the 
House  on  the  particular  subjects  on  which  they 
are  apocnnted.  The  Omnmittee  on  Mannfac- 
tures,  tnerefore,  are  presumed  to  know,  or  have 
the  means  of  ascertaining,  all  which  the  manu- 
facturers themselves  know.  Now,  sir,  I  cannot 
Ofree  with  the  gentieman  from  New  York,  the 
(mairman  of  the  Ck>mmittee  on  Commerce,  that 
the  Oommittee  on  Manufactures  cannot  be  sup- 
posed to  know  the  cost  in  England  or  the 
oharges  ot  importation  on  those  articles  oomiag 
in  oompetition  with  our  own  m&nnfaotures,  so 
well  as  the  Oommittee  on  Oorameroe.  On  the 
contrary,  tiie  first  inquiry  which  a  manufao- 
turer  makes  when  he  sets  about  manufacturing 
an  article  for  the  home  market,  in  which  he  G 
to  come  in  oompetition  with  an  imported  arti- 
cle, iMf  what  is  the  <niffuiil  cost  of  the  article 
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wit2i  which  he  proposes  to  compete  t  what  are 
the  chaises  of  importation,  and  what  the  pro- 
tecting duties!  These  farm  the  foundation  on 
which  he  deddes  whether  or  not  to  commence 
the  manufscture.  So,  more  especially,  in  ref- 
erence to  those  raauufaotures  which  are  intend- 
ed for  foreign  markets,  where  they  are  to  come 
in  direct  competition  with  the  manufactures  of 
another  country ;  does  the  gentleman  suppose 
that  any  rational  man  would  erect  a  cotton 
mill  to  manufacture  goods  for  exportation, 
without  ascertaining  precisely  what  such  goods 
could  be  furnished  for  from  Manchester  ?  No, 
sir,  I  know  of  many  such  mills  now  erecting ; 
in  fact,  I  am  interested  in  some  of  them  myself 
and  I  can  assure  that  ^utieman  the  parties 
have  not  proceeded  wiUioot  Mly  sati^ying 
these  inquiries. 

Mr.  MoDcwiK  uaA  the  observations  of  the 
gentieman  who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  upon 
toe  origin  of  the  system  of  minimnm  dnties,  mi. 
the  agency  of  the  representatives  of  South 
Oarolina  in  establishing  that  system,  called  for  a 
few  remarks.  He  baa  determined  not  to  enter 
upon  the  subject  of  the  present  tariff  until  it 
was  regularly  before  the  House.  As  to  the 
origin  of  that  system  in  1816,  he  was  glad  it 
had  been  introduced  by  the  gentieman  fVom 
Massachusetts.  It  made  it  his  duty,  as  it  clearly 
was  in  hispower  to  vindicate  the  representatives 
of  South  Om^na  from  that  unjust  and  ungen- 
erous aspersion  that  had  bem  elsewhere  brought 
agfunst  them.  He  knew  It  had  been  said,  and 
was  here  repeated,  that  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  now  so  damorons  against  the  tariff, 
had  the  distinguished  bonor'of  first  originating 
that  system ;  and  that  South  Carolina,  and  die 
alone,  was  responsible  for  tlie  system  and  all 
its  evils.  Sir,  what  are  the  facts?  In  1816,  at 
the  close  of  the  war  in  which  our  country  ex- 
pended so  much  money,  and  gained  so  much 
honor,  and  in  which  it  was  the  pride  and  glory 
of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  both  on  this 
floor  and  elsewhere,  to  take  a  lea^ng  and  dis- 
tinguished part  against  the  ounmon  enemies  cS 
our  oonntry,  her  r^>reBeatative8  In  thia  House 
entered  upcm  the  badness  of  fixing  the  revenues 
of  our  peace  establishment.  A  lat^  debt  had 
been  •eoumnla^  by  the  expenses  of  the  war. 
What  was  presented  to  them?  The  double 
question  of  uie  war  taxes  and  the  public  debt. 
Before  that  time  there  had  been  what  was  called 
double  duties  and  the  war  taxes.  There  was 
no  question  before  them  of  protecting  duties. 
The  question  was — to  what  point  Bhollthe  du- 
ties be  reduced  to  relieve  the  burdens  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  burdens  of  the  people  t  What 
would  have  been  our  situation  at  this  time  had 
these  dnties  been  permitted  to  remain  as  th^ 
were  then  fiud  I  Sir,  the  questions  which  now 
distract  onr  eonntiy  wotud  never  had  been 
heard  of.  What  was  donet  It  was  provided 
that  those  articles  which  had  before  paid 
twenty-seven  and  thirty-three  percent,  should, 
after  uiat  time,  pi^  oiuy  twenty-five_per  cent. 
Did  the  act  Bk^  there  i  Did  it  vindioate  the 
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policj  that  the  protecting  doties  were  to  pro- 
gressively increase  ?  No :  it  provided,  that 
these  duties  of  twent7-fiv«  per  cent,  auoold, 
after  a  oertaiii  period,  go  down  to  twenty  per 
eent.  Had  tbf^  been  pmnitted  to  nnuda 
tliere  Hivr  never  wwdd  nave  been  diatnibed  by 
tiie  oompwnts  of  South  OaroUnaL  The  act  of 
1810  provided  for  a  rednotion  of  dntaea,  assur- 
ing that  prices  would  go  down  after  the  world 
became  settled.  Tet  we  are  now  told  that, 
because  the  representatives  of  South  Carolina 
took  a  leading  part  in  that  reduoUon  of  the 
duties,  we  are  now  bound  to  increase  them.  The 
policy  of  the  act  was  to  reduce  them  to  twenty 

Ser  cent. ;  and,  after  the  payment  of  the  national 
ebt,  to  ten  per  cent  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  gives  the  State  of  South  Oarolina 
credit  for  a  kind  of  interested  sagacity  on  that 
oooadon,  which  she  utterly  diselaJmi,  She  had 
no  flodi  sagacity.  It  is  nnjust  and  Ulibaral,  in 
the  last  degree,  to  set  down  her  patrioUo  saori- 
fioe  on  that  occasion  as  a  miserable  c^EiBiing  at 
the  shrine  of  avarice.  The  whole  w^s  trans- 
acted in  the  face  of  the  world.  Theaigomrata 
nsed  in  this  House,  when  the  act  was  passed, 
are  now  extsnt.  Look  into  the  records  of  the 
proceedings,  and  see  if  a  word  was  uttered  in 
uvor  of  that  act,  on  the  groond  assumed  by 
the  gentlemuL  The  act  provided  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  revenue  duties.  The  suspension  of 
a  longer  omnmeroe,  occaaioned  by  the  war,  bad 
given  an  artificial  [nrotection  to  tiioee  mannfiw- 
nires  which  were  estaUished  dnring  the  war. 
The  dtiaenaof  Kassachnsetta,  who  had  resolved 
that  it  -was  unbecoming  a  moral  and  reli^ous 
people  to  r^ica  at  tfa«  vietoi^  achieved  by 
the  courage  of  our  ootmtrymen — who  spumed 
ud  frowned  at  those  who  had  lent  thw  money 
to  the  Government— they  had  embarked  their 
coital,  which  they  revised  to  Ooveroment  to 
assist  in  providing  for  the  common  safety,  in 
m&nafactures,  with  a  view  to  profit  Sir,  ou 
that  occasion  a  most  generoos  and  forgiving 
spirit  was  manifested  towards  them.  What  was 
the  question  under  which  the  miaimnm  spoken 
of  was  established  t  It  was,  will  you,  by  snd- 
deoily  withdrawing  all  protection,  min  these 
men  ?  Sir,  utterly  as  1  deteat  the  qrstom,  I 
should  have  done  the  same.  This  protection 
was  asked  under  drenmstanoes,  and  given  upon 
princiidei,  which  never  should  be  thrown  at 
the  Stete  of  South  Oarolina  as  a  reproach.  The 
question  was,  whether  the  manuiaoturerB  who 
had  made  invf^tments  during  the  war,  should 
be  saved  or  mined.  A  temporary  provision 
was  made  by  the  terms  of  the  act  in  order  to 
save  them.  That  act  in  a  few  years  discharged 
its  duties.  But  speculators  embarked  in  the 
buuneei^— adventurers,  who  had  no  interest  in 
manufactories  during  the  war.  Is  it  not  mon- 
strous to  say  that  South  Oarolina  is  bound  to 
protect  them  ?  This  is  lilw  the  constitotional 
ai^nment,  when  gentiemea  say  that,  in  1790, 
Ooweas  laid  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  and  a 
tariff  is  atarifC  If  this  ii  logic,  we  are  certainly 
respondU*  ibr  the  tariff  of  1616.  We  were 
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then  willing  the  duties  should  be  gradually  re- 
duced to  save  the  manDfacturers  from  ruin.  We 
are  now  willing  to  take  the  same  course.  If 
we  propose  preaent  duties  of  thirty  per  cent,  to 
be  gradually  reduced  to  twenty-five,  twenty, 
fifteen,  and  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  ahall 
we  fifteen  years  hence,  be  held  up  to  the  public 
as  authors  of  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent !  .  Since 
he  was  up,  he  would  say  one  word  as  to  the 
minimum  itself.  When  that  was  fixed  in  1816 
at  twenty-five  cents,  that  was  the  known  price 
of  oommon  India  cottons,  as  he  had  been  in- 
formed by  a  colleague  of  the  gentieman  from 
Massachusetta.  Tiie  duty  was  then  specific 
But  we  have  since  gone  on  increasing  the  duty 
while  the  price  has  been  continually  fallios. 
He  regretted  that  he  was  driven  to  say  a  dn^e 
word  on  the  sut^ect  before  it  came  properly 
bofore  the  House.  He  was  compelled  to  do  n 
in  order  to  r^te  a  calumny  wnioh  had  beoi 
broQght  aguQst  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  in 
another  place,  by  an  individual  who  knew  bettor 
at  the  time,  and  which  had  now  been  repeated 
on  this  floor. 

Hr.  HoFFHAN  rose,  bnt  yielded  the  floor  to 

Mr.  AppLBTON,  for  the  purpose  of  explana- 
tion ;  who  said  he  had  not  imputed  avaricious 
motives  to  the  State  of  South  Cfu'olina,  but  en- 
lightened interest  That  the  promotion  of  the 
consumption  of  their  cotton  was  a  leading  mo- 
tive, he  could  not  doubt,  having  been  so  in- 
fbrmed  by  the  late  Francis  O.  Lowell,  of  Boston, 
who  was  here  at  the  time  the  bill  passed. 

It  was  moved  that  the  House  now  proceed 
to  tbe  orders  of  the  day ;  which  was  lost— yeas 
60,  nays  90. 

Mr.  HoFVHAN  sud  he  h^pened  to  be  one  of 
those  who,  in  1828,  had  supported  the  tariff^ 
now  the  subject  of  sq  mach  prtuse  and  of  so 
much  blame.  Whether  that  support  was  wise 
or  foolish,  he  thought  he  knew  the  olgects  <^ 
the  law.  The  object  of  the  minimums  was  to 
exclude  importation.  He  thought  the  pream- 
ble to  the  resolution  did  not  misstate  the  objects 
of  the  law.  The  resolution  called  for  informa- 
tion as  to  its  operation.  He  wished  for  that 
information.  Some  sdd  the  duties  have  caused 
low  prices,  othws  said  they  had  not ;  he  wished 
to  know  the  fiKts.  Nothhig  is  got  by  resistance 
to  truth,  by  attempting  to  anut  out  light  The 
gentieman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Davis)  pro- 
poses to  strike  out  the  definite  inquiry  contamed 
m  this  resolution,  and  substitute  a  general  hi- 

aiiiry.  He  thought  this  was  unjust  to  the  gen- 
eman  who  made  the  inquiry :  it  was,  be- 
sides, altogether  indiscreet  in  &ose  who  were 
desirous  to  support  the  tarifi",  to  smother  such 
an  inquiry.  The  amendment  had  that  effect 
What,  if  inquiry  was  proposed  to  be  made  into 
a  certdn  action  of  a  particular  individual,  a 
gentieman  comes  forward  and  proposes  to 
amend  that  by  inquiring  into  all  the  actions  of 
every  individuaL  That  must  be  tiie  olyect  of 
such  an  amendment.  He  hoped  no  cover  would 
be  given  to  the  charge  that  this  system  was  to 
be  de&nded  by  the  oonoeahnent  of  truth.  It 
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was  well  known  that  the  Donrinal,  the  office 
ndne  of  goods  was  Terr  ^dSarait  from  their 
real  value.  TIus  was  a  defect  in  car  Treasair 
reports  that  he  was  anzious  to  see  remefUed. 
Another  point  had  been  alluded  to — the  erasions 
of  the  duties.  If  the  enemies  of  the  systein  de- 
sired a  conolosiTe,  an  unanswerable  ai^ameDt 
agfdast  its  operation,  it  certainly  was  this  very 
argnment,  tnat  it  introdnoed  a  mass  of  smn^ 
glin^  that  conld  not  be  repressed.  He  did  not 
credit  the  statements  that  had  been  made  on 
that  head.  One  great  reason  of  his  disbelief 
was  the  great  disparity  between  the  valae  of 
goods  in  Canada  and  England  and  here.  If 
smuf^Ung  had  been  carried  on  so  extensively, 
it  would  have  had  a  tendency  to  eqnaliM  the 
valae.  Bat  he  was  anzioas  to  have  the  facts : 
he  woald  ^ve  the  committee  jpower  to  send 
for  persons  end  papers,  and  investigate  all  these 
matters  fliUy  ander  oath.  This  Hoase  might 
then  have  data  more  anthentic  than  statements 
made  on  oae  side  and  denied  on  the  other. 

Mr.  Davis  sud  he  woold  not  be  drawn  into 
a  discnssion  of  the  general  question  by  any 

Erovocation  whatever.  He  felt  it  his  dnty, 
owever,  to  make  some  remarks  npon  the 
amendment  he  had  offered.  It  was  said  to 
violate  the  conrteaies  of  the  Hoase.  What  was 
the  fact  ?  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  asks 
for  information.  He  (Mr.  D.)  proposed  an 
amendmeat,  oarryiog  the  inqairy  farther.  Had 
he  lifted  his  hands  aghast  the  inquiry  ?  He 
had  been  charged  witii  smothering  inquiry. 
He  replied  the  charge.  Let  gentlemen  look 
at  the  amendment.  Does  that  smother  inquiry  1 
Or  is  it  the  geutlemen  who  complain  that  the 
inqairy  is  too  large,  that  it  calls  for  1^  much 
information,  who  smother  inquiry  ?  Is  it  the 
common  practice  of  this  House,  when  a  resolu- 
tion for  inqairing  into  one  side  of  a  question 
is  offered,  to  make  an  amendment  to  bring  out 
both  Bides,  to  cever  the  whole  ground  1  He 
said  he  did  not  wish  to  pursue  the  matter.  He 
did  not  hold  himself  resp<nidble  for  this  pro- 
,  tracted  debate,  ^ongh  he  ^  not  think  it  alto- 
*  gether  pn^twas.  He  wished  the  qaestion 
settled  whether  they  were  to  bare  information 
upon  only  one  side  of  the  qaestion :  those  who 
so  wished  would  vote  against  his  amendment;, 
those  who  wished  to  see  the  whole  subject  em- 
bodied would  vote  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  WiLOE  said,  as  it  was  obvious  that  ihe 
House  was  willing  this  debate  should  proceed, 
he  would  claim  their  attention  for  a  few 
minutes.  He  had  regretted  the  resolution, 
ori^ally  offered  by  the  gentleman  ftom  Vir- 
ginia, had  not  been  adopted  without  debate,  as 
were  the  resolutions  offered  by  the  respective 
chairmen  of  the  Committee  on  Manaiaotares 
and  the  Committee  of  Wan  and  Means.  He 
regretted  that  any  inddentu  disoosmoa  sbonld 
hare  a  tendenciy  to  lessen  the  forbearance  and 
coocilt^ry  spirit  with  which  this  most  veza- 
tioas  and  dangeroos  of  all  the  subjects  offered 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House  ought  to  be 
Approached.  He  had  been  sorprised  at  the  ex- 
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idanatltm  given  by  the  gentieman  team  Miassi^ 
ohns^ta,  QSr,  Davu,)  to  the  ol^ect  of  hia 
amendment  It  was  a  well-known  braaoh  of 
legislative  tactics,  to  offer  an  amendment  for 
the  pnrpose  of  overloading  and  crushing  an  in- 
quiry. If  the  ol^ect  of  inqairy  was  the  same^ 
why  offer  the  amendment  t  If  it  was  different, 
why  not  propose  it  as  a  distinct  and  8nI)Btantive 
proposition  f  That  the  subject  of  the  original 
resolution  was  one  npon  which  information  was 
necessary,  there  had  cecentiy  occurred  an  illus- 
tration within  his  own  knowledge.  He  had 
not  been  able,  by  any  inquiries  at  the  depart- 
ment, or  of  gentlemen,  to  oscertun  the  price  of 
the  freight  of  a  ton  of  bar  iron  from  Liveipo<d 
to  Kew  Tork.  He  shoold  not  have  now  rueo, 
had  he  not  been  called  up  by  an  allurion  to  a 
name  for  which  he  cherished  the  highest  re* 
speot  and  the  fondest  alfection.  .He  was  In  this 
House,  in  1816,  when  the  original  tariff  law 
passed.  There  was  no  member  in  the  House 
whose  opinions  received  so  much  respect  and' 
attention  as  those  of  William  Lowndes.  He 
was  admitted  to  be  one  of  the  first  stateunen 
this  country  had  ever  produced.  That  man 
was  no  friend  to  high  duties.  The  bill  reported 
on  that  occasion  provided  for  duties  at  twenty- 
five  per  cent.,  to  be  reduced  at  a  certun  period 
to  twenty  per  cent  When  his  ooUeague,  who 
was  DOW  a  member  of  the  other  House,  moved 
to  strike  oat  the  twen^-five  per  oent,  leaving 
the  rate  of  duty  at  twenty  per  cent,  the  vote 
of  William  Lowndes  was  recorded  in  me  affirm- 
ative. When  it  was  proposed,  on  motion  of  the 
gentleman  iVom  Vii^^ia,  to  strike  oat  the  mini- 
mom,  the  Southern  votes  were  in  the  affirma- 
tive. The  duties  established  by  that  act  were 
entirely  on  the  ground  of  revenue.  The  war, 
thenjtist  over,  had  left  the  country  deeply  in 
debt  The  duties  were  retained  at  that  extent 
for  the  purposes  of  revenue— with  another 
.view,  that  they  might  incidentally  protect  the 
establishments  that  had  grown  out  of  the  war. 
The  motive  for  establishing  the  minimum  was, 
.  that  we  had  not  only  come  out  of  the  war  with 
a  heavy  debt,  but  with  a  detnwuated  cnrrenQy. 
The  difference  between  the  carren<7^  of  Balti- 
more and  Boston  was  something  like  twwty- 
five  per  cent  The  exportation  of  s^de  to 
India  for  the  pmx^iase  of  coarse  cottons  was 
represented  as  one  great  obstacle  to  the  resnmp- 
tion  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks.  This 
minimum  was  intended  to  affect  the  coarse  cot- 
tons of  India  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  expor- 
tation of  specie.  There  was  then  great  donbt, 
if  this  measure  was  not  adopted,  whether  our 
banks  would  be  able  to  resume  specie  payments. 
The  Bank  of  England  did  not  at  that  time  pay 
specie.  It  was  intended  to  werate  oitirely  on 
the  dridn  of  spede  to  India,  we  had  not  thui 
arrived  at  the  doctrine  Ibat  snede  went  oat  of 
tiie  country  simply  beoaose  it  nad  oome  in.  If 
t^e  discussions  on  this  subject  were  conducted 
with  care,  circumspeolion,  and  full  information, 
there  would  be  no  danger  of  any  imposition 
npon  the  good  sense  of  the  Hoase.  He  was 
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satisfied  that  no  facts  would  escape  the  vigilance 
of  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  question, 

Ur.  Oabsos  regretted  that  so  much  debate 
had  arisen  upon  a  resolution  of  this  character. 
He  had  risen  %o  notice  a  single  statement  of  the 
gentleman  from  Hassachnsetta,  (Mr.  Appleton,) 
which,  from  bis  ftall  and  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  sut^ect,  must  be  taken  as  correct,  and 
which  he  thought  pot  the  whole  qnestion  at  rest. 
That  genlleinan  bad  atated,  and  It  was  not  to 
be  doubted,  as  he  was  a  mauofactarer,  that  oot- 
tou  goods  could  be  manafbctnred  cheaper  in 
this  country  than  in  En^and. 

l£r.  Applkton  siud  his  statement  was,  that 
raw  cotton  could  be  converted  into  cloth  in  this 
country  for  less  money  than  in  England, 

Mr,  Oabson  Bud,  if  that  is  true,  why,  in  the 
name  of  reason  and  common  sense,  do  you  con- 
tinue the  duty  ?  It  is  not  needed  for  revenue, 
it  is  not  required  for  protection ;  for  here  one  of 
the  most  respectable  manofacturers  in  the  coun- 
try says,  we  can  makeoloth  cheaper  than  it  can 
be  made  in  England.  Is  it  surprising  tiiat  the 
South  object  to  it  89  a  bounty  (mmanafiiotnres? 
He  would  make  the  inquiry  attributed,  in  the 
public  papers,  to  the  principal  leader,  of  the 
manoCaoturing  interest  m  the  other  Hoose,  on 
the  proposition  to  divide  the  surplas  revenoe 
among  the  several  States — where  is  your  war- 
rant in  the  constitution  t  Where  is  the  warrant 
to  impose  a  tax  on  the  people,  as  a  bounty  to 
the  manufacturers,  when  they  boldly  state  on 
this  floor  that  they  can  produce  these  articles 
cheaper  than  England,  and  meet  her  competi- 
tion in  any  foreign  market  ?  That  gentleman 
had  communicate  another  secret  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  House :  that  he  had  summoned 
the  manufacturers  to  this  place,  because  their 
interests  were  to  he  attacked.  They  were,  no 
donbt,  to  he  introdnced  as  witnesses,  to  prove 
the  nets  in  which  they  were  direotiy  and 
deeply  interested.  Sir,  shall  the  testimony  of 
interested  witnesses,  given  at  the  instance  of 
their  fellov-manufactorers  on  this  floor,  be 
brooght  here  to  s^e  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  this  nation,  in  the  most  important 
of  all  questions  affecting  their  rights,  while 
such  testimony  would  not  be  hearkened  to  in  a 
court  of  jnsticef  May  wenot  ask  this  question, 
when  gentlemen  aay  there  is  no  necessity  of 
relieving  us  from  burdens  which  have  ground 
ns  to  powder  ?  We  ask  it  of  their  generosity,  if 
they  have  any,  to  loose  their  hold ;  we  adinre 
them  not  to  oontinue  any  longer  a  system  wnich 
makes  them  the  receivers  and.  as  the  payers, 
since  by  thebr  own  statement,  there  is  no  longer, 
npon  pnblio  grounds,  any  occasion  or  apology 
for  its  oontinnance. 

Mr.  Oambbelbno,  having  been  appealed  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Applkton,)  to  corroborate  his  statement  of  the 
price  of  East  India  cottons  in  1816,  said,  he  had 
no  particular  knowledge  of  that  trade  at  that 
period ;  but  he  felt  assured  that  that  gentleman 
woold  not  oonscientioosly  make  any  statement 
sot  strictly  eorreot.  He  oonld,  however,  g^ve 


other  information  as  to  prices  npon  which  b« 
presumed  the  minimnm  of  1816  was  founded ; 
and  if  gentlemen  would  assnme  the  same  bans 
now,  however  objectionable  he  considered 
this  minimum  system  to  he  in  all  respects,  he 
should  be  willing  to  establish  the  same  rate  oi 
doty  at  this  time.  It  was  well  known  that  the 
price  of  common  white  cottons,  maan&ctnred  in 
the  United  States,  and  entering  into  the  general 
oonsmnptioa  of  the  coonbr,  did  nut  vary 
from  twenty-five  eenta:  these  eottons  were 
conceived  to  be  of  the  lowest  price.  And  if 
Oongress,  in  assuming  that  as  the  minimum 
price  of  cottons,  placed  it  too  high,  it  was  be- 
cause the^  were  deceived  by  those  from  whom 
they  received  the  information.  They  were  In- 
tended to  establish  an  artificial  and  arbitrary 
minimnm.  The  duty  contemplated  wag  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  on  an  actoal  minimum  value. 
But  what  was  the  practical  operadon  of  ttiia 
minimum  now  ?  The  same,  nay,  a  better  arti- 
cle coold  be  bonght  in  En^and  fcH-  eeyen  and 
a  half  cents,  while  the  minimnm  had  been  vsa^ 
mented  firom  twraty-flve  to  thirty-five  cento, 
and  it  was  now  arbitrarily  valued  at  the  lattor 

Sioe.  This  was  the  case  with  Britiah  shirt- 
gs.  He  had  been  informed  by  one  of  the 
most  extensive  and  worthy  importers  of  the 
country,  sn  American,  too,  as  respectable 
the  gentleman  from  M^eaohusetta  himself^  that 
these  cottons  were  actually  imported  now,  not 
for  consumption,  but  for  exportation.  They 
would  be  imported  for  oonsnmption,  butftH'  the 
enormous  duty  levied  under  the  cover  of  a  mini- 
mnm of  eight  cents  on  a  value  of  seven  and  a 
half,  making  fifteen  and  a  half;  while  a  corre- 
sponding article  of  American  fabric  was  sold  at 
fifteen  to  fifteen  and  a  half  cents.  Thus  were 
British  shirtings  excluded  by  those  wise.  Just, 
and  patriotic  laws  which  enaUe  us  to  supply 
Mexico  and  I^orth  America  with  thoae  very 
cottons,  while  we  prohibit  ou^onnconntiymeD 
from  consuming  them.  They  come  to  our  mar- 
kets at  half  the  price  demanded  for  our  own 
fabrics,  and  we  prohibit  their  fconsampUon  lest 
we  should  diminish  the  dividends  of  our  manu- 
facturers. It  was  to  explain  the  operation  of 
these  minimum  duties  that  he  wished  the  calm- 
lations  called  for  by  the'-'reBolntion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia. 

The  question  was  then  dedded— yeas  09, 
nays  83. 


MoNDA-T,  January  38. 
8andv4ky  Soad. 
Mr.  Oooxs,  <tf  OhiOf  moved  the  'fi)Ilowing 
resolatlon: 

Jittolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Intemal  Im- 
provements be  instmcted  to  Inquire  Into  the  ex- 
pediency  of  making  an  ftpproprlation  fn  lands,  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  oat  and  constracUng  a  road, 
to  run  southwardly  from  Lower  SftoduBlcy,  in  the 
Sute  of  Ohio,  to  the  boundary  tine  CBtablisbed  by 
the  l^y  of  QreeDviUe,  as  stbolated  by  the  treaty 
of  Brownstown,  between  the  united  States  uid  the 


Digi:ized  by  Google 


jMiuxr,  1889.] 

rnnnl  Indian  tribefl  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio ; 
and  aeeordiiw  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress  paind  Deoember  12,  1811 ;  and  that  the  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  of  the  General  Aflsemblr  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  berotofore  presented  to  Congren, 
bi  rafererae  to  that  miUeet,  be  refeired  to  the  said 
Committee  on  Internal  Improrementfl. 

The  qnestiw  was  pot  end  tfa«  readutioB 
adopted. 

7%s  Tar^—Mimoriai  o/Sevik  CaroUna. 
Mr.  Dbatton^  of  Sonth  Oarolina,  presoited 

tbe  following  memorial : 

"  The  memorial  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Sooth  Carolina,  opposed  to  nullifi- 
cation, showeth : 

"That  they  are  exeeedlngly  aggriered  br  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  imposing  high  dams  on 
foreign  merchandise  for  the  protection  of  manu&o- 
tnres ;  the  evils  under  which  Sonth  Carolina  la 
safTering  are  obTiona  and  alarming ;  tiie  great  de* 

Ciation  of  cotton,  the  chief  staple  of  tier  soU, 
reduced  the  profits  to  which  the  idantera  have 
long  been  accustomed,  to  such  a  degree,  that  the 
enltnre,  jrielding  no  longer  an  adequate  compensa- 
tion for  their  labor,  is  conUnued  merely  from  oe- 
ccssit; ;  at  the  same  time  her  citizens  are  exor- 
bitantly taxed  on  all  the  articles  of  foreign  growth 
or  production  that  enter  into  th«r  consnmption.  If 
otMr  oauseii  eon8|dre  to  reduce  the  income  of  her 
dtitens,  it  is  tiie  tarUT  alone  which  deides  them  ttie 
tight  of  converting  that  reduced  income  into  snch 
an  amount  of  the  necessaries  or  conveniences  of 
Ufe  as  would  certainly  be  at  tlwir  command  under 
the  revenue  system  of  moderate  duties.  Theee 
difflenlties,  thoogh  great,  mi^t  be  tolerated,  if  the 
bnrden  waa  eqau;  bat  they  ate  greatly  aggravated 
by  the  consideratloa  that  Uie  benefits  of  the  tariff 
ate  confined  to  the  maun&cturiog  States,  and  that 
South  Carolina  feels  with  severity  tbe  weisht  of  the 
protecting  system,  but  receives  no  part  oftbe  com- 
pensation. 

"  It  is  weD  known  to  Congress,  that  the  policy, 
the  JosUce,  and  the  constitutionality  of  tbe  present 
system  of  high  protecting  duties  have  been  strenu- 
ondy  contested  and  denied.  Tbe  ftvorets  of  these 
TegnlaUoM  may  have  thought  that  the  opposition 
would  become  less  violent,  as  time  would  render 
the  system  more  familiar  to  the  people.  But  if  such 
expectations  were  ever  entertained,  it  la  time  they 
should  be  abandoned.  The  progress  of  discontent, 
so  far  from  diminishing,  has  become  more  alarming 
from  year  to  year,  as  a  oonlinnance  of  the  system 
baa  led  to  a  ftirther  development  of  public  o|rinion. 

"  It  should  not  be  a  matter  of  wonder  that  all  tbe 
evils  which  have  accompanied  an  obnoxious  course 
of  pf^ey,  are  ascribed  exclusively  to  its  agency. 
Tour  memoriaUsta,  who  fiilly  concur  irith  their 
fdlow-citisens  in  tbeir  oppoaUon  to  the  tarill^  are 
of  that  party  who  r^ard  nnllifloatlon  as  ntteriy  nn- 
eonstltntionaL  Tbey  disclaim  altogether  the  hn- 
gnage  of  violeitoe  and  Intimidation ;  but  they  insist 
ft  is  tbe  dnty  of  Govenunent  to  abstain  from  such 
lepdation  as  is  not  in  acowduMM  with  the  spirit 
and  oiHnious  of  the  people.  It  is  not  enouf^  that 
laws  should  be  Just  and  reasonable  in  'tlwmedTea ; 
they  ou^ht  to  conform  to  poblio  opinion,  and  give 
aa^slhction  to  the  community. 

"The  otfjecUons  to  the  restrieUra  system  are  of 
the  gravest  character,  and  the  aenae  of  inmreidon 
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and  iqjastice  which  it  has  excited,  are  widely  dif- 
fused and  deeply  felt. 

"  The  common  good  requires  that  it  should  not 
be  persevered  in,  against  the  judgment  and  in  o[^ 
posi^n  to  the  sentimenU  of  so  large  a  minority. 
In  all  Governments  this  consideration  is  entitled  to 
great  respect,  particularly  in  popular  Governments ; 
but  in  none  so  much  as  our  own.  The  constitution 
itself  was  founded  in  comproodse,  and  the  vital 
principle  of  the  Union  coorists  in  tbe  spirit  of 
mutual  concession. 

*'  Tbe  speedy  eztingiddiment  of  the  public  debt 
fitmishes  an  opportunity  of  redudng  the  pnbllc 
burdens  wMoh  your  memorialists  confidently  hope 
will  be  improved  by  tbe  wisdom  of  Congress.  Hiey 
submit  this  momentous  sol:{fect  to  your  M^ghtoied 
wisdom  and  regard  for  oar  common  country.  In 
Ae  earnest  hope  that  by  reducing  the  duties  to  a 
scale  commensurate  with  the  necessary  revenue  of 
the  United  States,  and  atyusUng  them  with  a  due 
regard  to  the  interests  of  all,  you  will  remove  the 
unhappy  difiierenees  that  now  prevail,  and  establish 
tbe  peace  and  hqiplneai  of  the  country  en  a  per- 
manent baeia.** 

Ur.  DuTTOir  moved  that  the  memorisl  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Dbmkt  moved  to  amend  tbe  motion  by 
inserting,  in  lieu  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  the  Committee  on  MannActures. 

Mr.  Dbayton  presented  in  a  succinct  manner 
his  reasons  for  wishingthe  memorial  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The 
subject  to  which  it  referred  was  the  revenue 
of  the  country.  It  prayed  that  the  existing 
duties  might  be  so  far  rednoed  as  to  be  com- 
mensorate  wiUi  the  l«[itimate  olgect  for  which 
it  was  Qolleeted,  If  tms  was  not  a  quesUixi  for 
the  Oommittee  on  Finance,  be  did  not  know 
what  ooald  be  so  considered.  With  tbe  general 
theory  of  revenue  the  Committee  on  Mann&o- 
tores  had  no  concern.  The  avowed  object  of 
that  oommittee  was  to  redaoe  the  amoont  of 
importation,  and  consequently  the  amonnt  of 
reTenae ;  bat  if  that  committee  was  to  be  Buf- 
fered to  proceed  nntrammelled,  and  nnoonnter- 
aoted  by  the  action  of  any  other  of  tbe  commit- 
tees of  the  Hoase,  the  result  might  be  that  the 
revenue  should  so  far  be  reduced  as  to  be 
inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  poblio 
service.  The  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means 
possessed  experience  on  the  sulyect  of  the 
revenue,  and  could  best  dedde  bow  the 
taxes  on  any  ^ven  article  might  with  safety  b« 
enlar^  or  diminished.  It  was,  in  every  possi- 
ble view,  the  ^>propriate  oommittee  for  the 
consideration  of  such  a  memorial  as  he  bad  had 
the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  Dxmnr,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that  it  was 
far  from  bis  intention  to  renew  the  debate  of 
yesterday.  He  had  been  led  to  believe  that  the 
people  of  Soutih  Carolina  complained  of  the 
existing  tariff  laws  as  operating  oppressively. 
As  far  as  he  undorstood  the  partictuar  aubjeot 
of  their  complaint,  it  was  that  duUes  were  lud 
not  merely  for  revenue,  but  for  protecUon. 
Sooh  was  the  avowed  otjeet  of  our  tariff  law. 
If  they  o<Hitplained  of  it,  therefore,  what  tliej 
oomj^uned  of  was  protection.  To  what  cxaop 
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mittee,  then,  sbould  a  memorial  on  that  snbjeot 
be  referred,  but  to  that  committee  of  the  House 
which  had  the  general  subject  of  the  protection 
of  our  domestic  indnstry,  more  peculiarly  under 
its  charge !  It  was  true  that  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  the  subject  of  revenue 
particularly  confided  to  them,  but  the  question 
in  that  memorial  was  not  a  mere  question  of 
revenue.  It  prayed  that  the  tariff  might  be  so 
diminished  as  to  reduce  the  revenue  by  taking 
away  the  protection  at  present  extended  to  our 
manufactures.  The  snhject,  therefore,  pertained 
to  the  Committee  of  Manufaotares. 

Mr.  SniBHT,  of  North  Carolina,  said  it  was 
very  extraordinary  tliat  no  propontion  on  the 
snbjeot  of  duties  could  be  brought  into  the 
House,  but  it  must  immediately  be  seized  upon 
and  slaughtered  by  being  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures.  Whatever  it  was,  or 
wherever  it  came  from,  it  was  seized  on  with 
avidity,  and  given  to  that  committee,  who, 
according  to  their  own  ideas,  had  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  the  whole  suMect.  What  was 
the  prayer  of  this  petition  ?  That  the  revenue 
might  be  reduced  nntil  it  should  be  not  more 
than  saffident  to  meet  the  aotoal  wants  of  the 
Government.  ,  Was  this  not  a  subject  belonsmg 
to  the  Committee  ot  Ways  and  Mewist  That 
committee  had  the  exclusive  care  of  the  revenue 
of  the  country.  But  the  genUeman  said  that  it 
must  go  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  be- 
caase  it  asked  for  a  redaction  of  the  tariff. 
What,  sir,  said  Mr.  8.,  may  not  South  Caroli- 
na, when  she  feels  the  grinding  effect  of  the 
tariff  policy,  be  permitted  to  have  her  voice 
heard  f — when  the  planters  of  the  South  are 
down,  and  the  manufacturer  of  the  North  has 
his  foot  upon  their  necks,  and  his  hand  in  their 
pockets,  be  suffered  to  send  their  complaints  up 
to  that  House?  Mnat  the  com^dalnts  of  the 
oppressed  be  sent  to  a  committee  avowedly  in 
favor  of  the  polier  that  oppressed  them  1  That 
memorial  proceeoed  not  from  a  company  of 
manufacturers,  but  from  the  respectable  people 
of  South  Carolina.  "Diroughout  that  State,  and 
he  might  add  throughout  the  whole  South, 
there  existed  on  this  subject  but  one  opinion. 
The  tariff  was  viewed  with  unutterable  abhor- 
rence Mid  dis^flt.  However  they  might  differ 
on  other  subjects,  there  was  but  one  uniform 
sentiment  on  this.  Nor  would  they  ever  cease 
to  oppose  the  law  so  long  aa  it  should  continue 
in  ite  present  form.  He  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Fenn^lvania  woold  consent  to  withdraw 
his  amendment :  but  if  he  should  persist  in  it,  Mr. 
S.  wotdd  be  obliged  to  call  fbr  the  roas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Bbaho^  of  North  Carouna,  observed 
that  as  he  believed  the  object  prayed  for  by  the 
memorial  to  be  pregnant  with  the  best  good  of 
the  oouDtry,  he  would  submit  two  or  three 
oimervations  in  reference  to  it ;  but  not  in  a 
spirit  of  criminaUon.  Far  from  it.  It  was  not 
his  purpose  to  charge  any  one  with  dishonestly 
or  unjustly  thrusting  their  hands  into  the 
pockets  of  the  planters.  He  was  actuated  by 
no  such  spirit ;  bat  by  a  qdrit  of  conoUation 


and  of  union,  on  which  alone  he  believed  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  to  depend.  Not  that 
he  believed  the  effects  of  the  tariff  to  be  anj 
less  injurious  than  they  were  represented  to  be. 
On  the  contrary,  he  believed  the  operation  of 
that  system  was  to  exhaust  the  resources  of  the 
South  day  by  day,  and,  should  it  be  persisted 
in,  they  must  sooner  or  later  be  compelled  to 
take  a  step  he  shuddered  to  think  of,  or  else  to 
sink  into  ruin.  Was  it  not  important  that  the 
friends  of  the  manufacturing  interest  shonid 
have  a  propf^  estimate  of  the  real  state  of  tbe 
clause  f  This  memorial  proceeded  from  a 
class  of  men  every  way  entitled  to  t^e  reme^ 
ful  notice  of  that  House.  The  language  of  Uie 
memorial  was  calm  and  dispassionate.  Yet  it 
was  not  sycophantic.  It  held  that  just  medium 
which  he  for  himself  was  desirous  of  following. 
It  was  a  submissive  appeal  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  And  what  was  the  proposal  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pittsburg  ?  To  send  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Menufoctores ;  when  the 
Southern  planter  complained  of  the  operation 
of  a  law  intended  to  protect  the  manufacturer, 
his  complaint  was  to  be  submitted  to  the  mano- 
faoturers  themselves,  who  were  of  all  other 
persons  the  most  deeply. interested  in  perpetor 
ating  the  system  of  wmoh  he  complained.  He 
would  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Poia^yl- 
vania  himself  to  say  whether  the  people  of  &o 
South  oi^t  to  feel  satisfied  with  such  a  propo- 
rtion. Were  they  not  entitled  at  least  to  be 
heard  by  an  impartial  tribunal  in  a  cause  on 
which  their  most  vital  interests— on  which,  in 
fact,  their  all  depended. 

Mr.  B.  said  his  object  was  very  far  from 
being  to  excite  unpleasant  feelings.  He  trusted, 
that  in  the  humed  observations  he  had  sub- 
mitted, there  had  been  nothing  to  produce  such 
an  effect  His  olgJecA  had  been  to  call  out  tlie 
generous  feelings — no— the  Just  foelings  of  the 
mann&ctnring  interest.  He  uiked  for 
memorialists  no  more  than  they  were  justly  at- 
titled  to.  They  asked  relief  in  respectful  terms. 
Would  the  gentleman  consider  it  right,  in  bis 
own  case,  to  be  srat  for  judgment  to  an  interest- 
ed tribunal  ?  North  Carolina  had  asked  nothing 
on  this  subject,  but  she  was  deeply  interested  in 
the  a4]nstment  it  shonid  receive.  He  believed, 
as  verily  as  he  believed  any  thing  in  the  world, 
that  on  the  result  of  their  deliberations  on  that 
.  Bulgeot  hung  suspended  all  that  was  dear  to  the 
country.  We  forewarn  gentlemen  to  beware. 
Let  them  look  in  time — the  spirit  which  had 
slumbwed  so  long,  would  at  length  be  called 
into  action.  He  concluded  by  expreming  his 
hope  that  Congress  would  extend  to  the  people 
of  the  Booth  that  relief  to  wfaidi  ^ey  believed 
themselves  jastiy  entitled. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  South  Cfu*oKna,  said  that 
he  felt  personally  very  indifferent  to  which  of 
the  committees  this  memorial  should  be  re- 
ferred ;  but,  for  the  reasons  which  had  been 
already  stated,  he  could  not  but  consider  it  aa 
very  improper  that  it  should  be  sent  to  the 
Committee  on  Hanu&otarea.  He  had  been 
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greatl7  astonished  at  some  of  the  remarks  of 
the  (tentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Dehht.) 

He  UioQgfat  that  the  tariff  had  b&en  professedly 
enacted  for  revenue ;  he  had  been  in  that  House 
when  the  tariff  of  1828  was  enaoted,  and  had 
heard  a  proposal  made  to  alter  its  title,  by 
calling  it  a  bul  for  the  protection  of  mannfao- 
tares,  but  such  a  proposal  had  been  scouted ; 
the  &iends  of  the  law  denied  that  it  was  for 
protection,  and  said  it  was  for  revenae  only. 
Ho  professed  to  have  the  utmost  confidence 
in  tbe  Oommittee  on  Hanufactures,  who  he  did 
not  donbt  would  perforih  their  duty  in  the  case, 
bnt  he  conid  not  but  consider  the  other  course 
as  eve^  way  more  proper. 

Mr.  Bdbges  said  tltat  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose 
the  reference  of  this  memorial  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  but  to  express  his  hope 
that  the  gentleman  who  bad  moved  the  amend- 
ment (Mr.  Dehnt)  would  withdraw  hia  motion. 
Mr.  B.  was  willing  that  those  who  said  they 
were  aggrieved,  should  not  only  have  what 
they  wanted,  if  they  were  entitled  to  it  but 
that  they  should  have  it  from  tbe  hands  at 
which  they  craved  it  He  did  not  think  tbe 
House  could  ever  be  induced  to  believe  that 
the  tariff  law  was  oppresrive  and  rmnons  in  its 
operation  in  a  large  portion  of  the  Union, 
vithoQt  having  the  eviaenoe  anbmitted  to  them 
which  diould  go  to  prove  that  such  an  impres- 
sion WAS  something  more  tfaan  mere  delusion. 
He  had  no  belief  whatever  that  the  allegation  in 
the  memorial  could,  by  any  posability,  be  sns- 
t^ed  to  the  eatMoction  m  tbe  deliberate  Judg- 
ment of  any  human  being.  He  believed  the 
whole  representation  there  made  as  neither 
more  nor  less  than  a  delusion ;  yet  he  was  dis- 
posed to  treat  it  with  respect,  so  much  so  that 
he  was  desirous  it  should  pass  under  that 
examination  which  tbe  gentleman  who  pre- 
sented tbe  p^er  had  himself  pointed  out ;  and 
baviDs  thus  sa^ed  them  of  the  willingness  of 
that  Home  to  treat  their  representations  in  a 
fiur  and  oandid  maimer,  he  would  leave  them 
no  cause  of  complaint  on  that  score.  As  to  the 
coaueqaences  which  had  been  threatened,  they 
might  come,  but  he  did  not  believe  that  they 
ever  woold.  He  never  would  believe  that  the 
people  of  the  South  were  prepared  to  throw  up 
their  glorious  constitution,  and  a  Union  in 
which  they  were  so  deeply  interested,  on  the 
gronnd  of  any  delusive  statement,  such  as  that 
in  the  memoriaL  He  would  not  believe  that 
the  South  would,  at  this  tim&  or  at  any  future 
time,  wage  war  against  tbe  Korth  for  the  sake 
of  a  law  which  had  been  fairly  enacted  by  tbe 
nuyority,  and  the  effect  of  wMch  waai,  while  it 

gave  one  portion  of  the  country  a  market  at 
ome,  to  give  to  the  other  a  market  abroad  and 
at  home  too. 

Mr.  Oabson  said  that  tbe  South  ought  doubt- 
less to  feel  herself  much  indebted  to  the  elo- 
quent and  learned  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island, 
ibr  the  respect  he  had  shown  to  their  delusion. 
It  was  possible  that  they  might  be  in  a  delusion, 
bat  he  would  put  it  to  the  good  sense  of  that 


interested  Jndge,  whether  delusion  or  s^- 
interest  was  the  most  likely  to  lead  men  astray. 
There  was  much  truth  and  wisdom  in  an  ex- 
pression used  by  tbe  father  of  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Aduis,) 
who  hod  declared  interest  to  be  the  main  spring 
of  human  action ;  be  thought  that  maxim  was 
abundantly  exemplified  in  tiiat  Hall.  With  all 
the  respect  professed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Bhode  Island  for  the  delusion  of  the  South,  he 
might  be  permitted  to  say  that  it  was  tbe 
interest  of  tbe  manufacturers  which  caused 
their  delusion.  It  was  not  to  be  presumed  that 
the  tax  payer  was  more  likdly  to  he  dduded 
than  the  tax  receiver.  They  of  the  South  were 
the  tax  payers — nothing  comd  be  more  plun  to 
all  disinterested  persons  than  that  position — ^bnt 
pei-sons  personally  interested  would  not  bo 
aecide.  The  House  had  dmly  too  many  proofe 
to  the  contrary.  He  made  no  charge  against 
tbe  patriotism  of  gentlemen,  althongh  they 
seemed  to  think  it  patriotic  to  drain  money 
from  one  part  uf  the  country  to  pour  it  into 
the  pockets  of  another.  The  people  of  the 
South  had  often  been  chidden  as  persons  com- 
plaining without  reason,  but  he  had  hoped  that 
they  would  at  last  meet  with  a  fur  and  respeot- 
ful  hearing,  and  he  trusted  they  would  be 
spared  tbe  reproach  of  deludon,  in  however 
respectful  a  manner  the  reproach  had  been  con- 
veyed. 

Mr.  HvEBSTT  observed  that  the  House,  on 
Saturday  last,  bad  sustained  a  call  for  the 
previous  question  in  reference  to  the  very  topic 
on  which  they  seemed  now  about  to  embark  in 
discussion,  and  be  had  understood  their  second- 
ing the  coll  to  proceed  from  an  impression 
that  it  was  inexpedient  to  discuss  at  this  time 
a  great  and  momentous  subject  which  was  soon 
to  come  rc^larly  before  tbe  House.  Every 
reason  that  inHoenced  the  deciuou  on  Saturday, 
applied  to-day  with  all  its  foroe,  and  should  the 
debate  be  permated  in,  it  would  at  least  lead  to 
nothiiw.  He  would  appeal  to  gentlemen 
on  both  Bides  of  the  House  to  say  what  great 
good  they  could  obtain  by  carrying,  or  what 
great  evil  they  could  suffer  from  losing,  the 
point  now  contended  for.  The  wbde  sutt)ect 
of  the  tariff  had  in  one  of  its  aspects  been  very 
fully  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Maau&o- 
tures,  and  as  fully  in  another  view  of  it  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Why  should 
they  continue  a  discussion  by  which  neither 
side  would  be  advantaged  the  weight  of  a 
straw  t  He  thought  tbe  subject  of  the  memo- 
rial in  its  most  important  aspect  ought  properly 
to  Ko  to  the  Oommittee  on  Manii£actnre& 
whue,  as  it  also  involved  a  great  question  or 
finance,  it  might  without  impropriety  be  sent 
to  the  Gomimttee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Aa 
one  friendly  to  the  interest  ot  the  manufao- 
turersj  he  was  willing  it  should  take  the  latter 
direction.  The  petition  proceeded  from  a 
source  which  he  was  ^ways  inclined  to  ^pgard 
with  the  greatest  respect.  It  came  from  the 
Legialature  of  one  of  the  Statefli  and  he  ww 


Digi:ized  by 


Google 


664 


ABRIDaMENT  OF  THB 


H.  OF  R.] 

wUlinK  that  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had 
heea  uie  organ  of  its  presentation  to  that  Honse, 
should  in  its  reference  choose  his  own  commit- 
tee. He  conid  not  see  that  mj  interest  would 
be  in  the  slightest  degree  endangered  by  snch 
a  conrse,  and  he  hoped  the  gentfeman  from 
Pennsylvania  woald  have  the  goodness  to  with- 
draw the  motion  he  had  mwe.  He  was  de- 
siroos  the  Hoose  might  save  its  strength  until 
the  great  qaestion  at  issue  should  be  discussed 
upon  its  merits,  thdt  it  would  save  its  feelings 
from  the  irritation  prodaced  by  snch  premature 
sparring,  and  that  gentlemen  on  both  sides 
would  save  their  fkcts  and  arguments  from 
being  thus  fnttered  away  in  disputes  which  led 
to  nothing. 

Mr.  Dbsbt  said  that,  when  he  made  the  mo- 
tion to  refer  the  memorial  to  the  Oommittee 
on  Hannfiustnrea,  he  had  not  anticipated  any 
discussion,  much  less  Uiat  It  would  have  elicited 
remarks  of  such  a  character  as  those  which 
had  proceeded  from  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Bbakch.)  It  seemed  that  the 
subject  of  protecting  our  own  indnstry  could 
not  be  presented  in  any  form,  but  there  must 
be  an  attempt  to  alarm  the  House,  and  the  flag 
of  disunion  must  be  unfolded  to  their  view. 
He  trusted  that  gentlemen  would  be  permitted 
to  decide  questions  in  that  House,  fairly  and 
deliberately,  and  that  addresses  to  their  fears 
would  not  thus  be  indolged  in.  After  the 
remarks  which  had  fallen  from  iho  friends  of 
the  protectinf^  system,  he  was  disposed  to  with- 
draw the  moUon  he  had  made,  but  he  trusted 
that,  as  much  had  been  said  of  the  severe  dis- 
tress experienced  at  the  South,  the  House  wonld 
receive  on  that  subject  not  merely  allegations 
and  declamations,  but  facts  also.  He  should 
withdraw  his  amendment,  bat  he  wished  the 
gentleman  from  North  tiarollna  to  understand 
that  it  was  not  frx>m  any  regard  to  the  language 
of  menace. 

Hr.  Bbanoh  rose  in  explanation,  and  dis- 
avowed all  such  feelings  as  would  have  led  him 
to  language  of  menace.  He  had  spoken  under 
the  embarrassment  incidental  to  his  utnation, 
and  mi|^t  not  have  been  as  explicit  as  he 
deured  to  be.  Far  from  any  desire  to  menace 
gentlemen,  he  had  aimed  at  calling  into  action 
only  their  generous  and  just  feelings.  He  had 
endeavorea  to  depict  the  fatal  consequenoes 
which  were  likely  to  result  from  a  persever- 
ance In  the  present  system.  There  was  nothing 
which  he  believed  more  firmly ;  and  all  he 
desired  was,  that  the  gentleman  should  look  at 
the  subject  in  all  Its  bearings,  and  meet  it  dis- 
passionately. He  was  fully  aware  whom  he 
addressed.  He  knew  that  he  was  speaking  to 
men  as  independent  and  honorable  In  their  feel- 
ings as  any  at  the  South ;  men  who  were  not 
to  oe  inflaenced  by  any  wpeal  to  Ihdr  fears, 
bnt  who  could  be  movea  only  by  calm  ana 
dispassionate  reasoning. 

The  question  being  then  put,  the  memorial 
was  referred  to  the  Cjommittee  of  Ways  and 
UeaoB. 


[JunUBT,  288L 


Minimum  IhttiM. 

The  Honse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resololion  moved  by  Mr.  BouuiiN  on  Uie  27th 
December  ult ;  when 

Mr.  NtroKoixe  beeged  leave  to  modiiy  the 
amendment  proposed  by  him  on  Saturday,  the 
21st  instant,  to  the  amendment  proposed  tj 
Mr.  Stewaht  on  the  same  day  to  tne  sfdd  reso- 
lution, so  as  that  his  sfdd  amendment  read  as  fid- 
lows  : 

"  And,  also,  whether  tiie  prices  of  articles  not 
protected  in  this  country  nave  not  fallen  in  an 
equal  or  greater  ratio ;  whether  the  protected 
articles  have  not  fallen  in  price  in  Europe  in  as 
equal  or  greater  ratio  than  in  this  count^  within 
the  same  period;  and  what  they  might  now  be 
purchased  for,  if  the  tariff  were  repealed." 

The  previous  qadstl(^  having  been  dem&nded 
and  seconded  on  Satunlur  last,  it  was  accord- 
ingly pat,  viz:  "Kiall  tne  main  question  be 
now  put  t "  and  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeaa 
111,  nays  78— thereby  catting  off  the  pending 
amendmenta. 

The  main  question  was  then  acoordinglj  po^ 
viz :  '*  Will  the  House  agree  to  the  said  reeola- 
tioa  ?  "  which,  as  amended,  is  aa  fbllows : 

"Ii«9olMd,  That  the  Committee  on  Manuftctoras 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into,  and  report  to  tUg 
House,  (if  they  poesess  the  informatioD,)  the  prac- 
tical effect  of  the  revenue  laws  upon  the  commerce, 
agriculture,  and  Duuufactares  of  this  country, 
derignating  the  manner  in  which  the  sum  upon 
which  the  daties  are  assessed  is  made  up ;  and,  idso^ 
the  percentage  assessed  upon  goods  subject  to  the 
square  yard  duty,  and  whether  any  goods  are  pro* 
hibited  by  the  amount  of  duties;  also,  whether 
frauds  are  not  perpetrated  in  tfae  importation  of 
goods,  and  the  reTcono  thereby  reduced,  and  how 
such  frauds  may  be  anppresaod ;  abo,  whether  the 
sutnte  value  of  the  pound  starting  engjit  not  to  be 
so  modified  as  to  conform  to  the  actual  valoe  in  the 
Umted  States ;  and  to  accompany  tMr  repent,  if 
they  ahaQ  make  one,  by  the  evidence  l^on  wUeh 
it  wall  be  predicated." 

And  passed  in  Hw  affirmative^  bj*  yeas  IST— 
nays  69. 


Tiixu>AT,  January  24. 

Ooletmation  nfFree  S3aeS». 

The  following  resolution,  moved  s<Hne  timo 
since  by  Mr.  Jmamt,  (Hf  Maryland,  came  up 
for  consideration : 

Resolwd,  That  a  committee  be  a^^inted  to 
inquire  into  the  ezpedeoey  of  malting  an  appro* 
priatlon  for  the  pnqwH  of  removing  frran  the 
0aited  States,  and  her  teiritories,  the  free  people 
of  c4^r,  and  eolooldng  them  on  tin  ooist  of  Afidoa, 
or  elae where. 

Mr.  Thomfsoit,  of  GeoKia,  inquired  of  tiw 
Chair  whether  it  wonld  be  in  OTder  to  move 
the  question  whether  the  House  would  consider 
the  resolotion. 

The  Sfbakib  replying  in  the  negatlT^ 
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Ur.  Alexasukr,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  laj 
the  resolution  on  the  table ;  ,bQt  withdrew  liia 
motion  for  a  moment  at  the  requeit  of 

Mr.  EvKaBTT,  of  Massacbusetts,  wbo  Btated 
tbat  the  mover  of  the  resolution  had  consented 
to  its  postponement  on  Konday  last,  at  the  re- 
quest of  two  gentlemen  who  wished  time  to 
look  into  the  subject ;  and  he  asked  whether  it 
was  proper,  under  such  circumstances,  to  laj 
it  on  the  table. 

ilr.  Alexander  renewing  Lis  moUon, 

Mr.  Tbohfsoh;  of  Georgia,  demanded  that 
the  qne^OD  he  taken  by  yeas  and  nays; 
which  was  ordered,  and  resulted  as  follows — 
JOBS  71,  nays  104. 

Ur.  Jbnusb  said  that,  when  the  resolution 
ha<I  been  submitted  a  few  days  since,  and  a 
motion  made  by  a  gentleman  from  North  Oaro- 
Una  to  postpone  it  for  a  week,  he  had  under- 
stood that  tne  object  was  to  have  it  at  tbat 
time  considered  by  the  House,  more  especially 
as  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  wished  the 
postponement  nad  expressed  bis  iutention  to 
move  a  substitute  for  an  amendment  Ur.  J. 
regretted,  now,  that  it  had  not  gone  to  a  com- 
mittee at  that  ^e,  who  wonld  nave  preaeDted 
the  House  with  thdr  views  on  the  suqjeot^  and 
a  statement  of  the  foots  in  reference  to  it  He 
was  aware  tiiat  this  was  not  the  proper  time 
to  go,  on  a  mere  motion  of  reference,  either 
into  the  conatitntional  question  or  the  question 
of  expediency,  to  which  the  resolution  would 
naturally  lead.  The  resolution  asked  for  a 
mere  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
U)propriation  of  money  for  the  colonization  of 
the  free  people  of  color.  When  gentlemen 
looked  aronno,  and  saw  thaX  quesUon  agitated 
with  80  much  earnestness  and  anxiety,  not  only 
in  the  State  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  re{>- 
resent,  hot  in  an  adjoining  State,  which,  next 
to  Maryland,  had  the  de^Mst  stake  in  the  ques- 
tion ;  when  they  ohserred  it  was  openly 
■  discussed  in  aQ  its  l^tode  in  the  Leddatnres 
of  both  those  States,  it  really  seemed  to  him 
sincrular  that  any  gentleman  should  be  afraid 
of  naving  it  disouraed  in  that  Hall.  It  was 
equally  strange,  whether  gentlemen  come  from 
slaveholding  or  from  non-slaveholding  States. 
Had  it  notbeen  admitted  in  the  LegisUtares  of 
the  States  that  the  presence  of  the  free  colored 
population  was  a  ^reat  evil  i  And  ought  gen- 
tlemen to  be  afraid  of  investigating  the  means 
of  being  relieved  from  it!  And  bow  could 
gentlemen  who  oome  from  non-slav^olding 
States,  while  they  oonstantly  m^tained  that 
the  oondition  of  the  whole  hlaok  population 
ought  to  be  mitigated,  contiatently  refuse  even 
the  Inqui^  how  sudh  a  result  might  be  effect- 
ed (  In  looking  at  the  constitution,  a  clause 
was  found  in  the  very  preamble  to  that  instru- 
ment, which  seemed  to  show  that  its  framere 
had  oast  an  eye  of  paternal  soticitode  towards 
a  state  of  things  like  the  present. 

One  of  the  objects  of  our  National  Union 
was  declared  to  be  tiie  promotion  of  domes- 
tic tranquillity-"  Lot  him  ask  whether  such  a 


[H.  or  IL 

clause  did  not  come  home  to  the  subject  of  the 
resolution.  What  was  the  present  situation  of 
Maryland  in  relation  to  this  subject?  He 
would  speak  of  his  own  State,  because  he  was 
most  conversant  with  its  coadition.  Ur.  J. 
here  referred  to  the  namerous  public  meetings 
in  various  parts  of  that  State,  and  to  one  espe- 
cially held  within  his  own  dutrict,  at  which 
certain  resolutions  had  been  adopted,  which  he 
read  to  the  House.  A  resolution  had  also  been 
introdaoed  into  the  Uarylaud  Senate,  recom- 
mending aa  appropriation  by  Congress  for  col- 
onizing the  free  oMored  population ;  and  that, 
if  tills  shoold  be  deemed  by  Congress  unconsti- 
tutional, then  the  previous  steps  should  be  taken 
to  get  the  constitution  so  amended  as  to  permit 
it  Under  droumstances  like  these,  ought  a  rea* 
olution,  such  as  that  he  had  had  the  honor  to 

E resent^  to  be  refused  even  a  consideration! 
[e  believed  it  accorded  not  only  with  the  feeU 
ing  existing  in  Maryland,  but  in  all  the  other 
slaveholding  States.  If  gentlemen  bad  doubU 
on  the  constitutions!  question,  or  the  question  of 
expediency,  why  refuse  to  submit  the  subject 
to  the  consideration  of  a  -committee  ?  Was  this 
a  question  Congress  ought  to  refuse  to  exam- 
ine? or  was  this  the  time  a4  which  its  consid- 
eration oug^t  to  l>e  refused  ?  If  gentiemen  of 
philanthropic  sentiments  and  views  ever  .in- 
tended to  press  the  subject,  he  oould  say  to 
them  emphatically,  "Now  is  the  accepted 
time."  The  anxieties  of  society  were  roosed 
to  the  subject.  Mr.  J.  s^d  he  was  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  slaveholding  State,  and  was,. in 
addition,  himself  a  slave  owner.  He  had  no 
fears  as  to  the  effect  of  stirring  such  a  question, 
either  on  the  safety  of  the  Union,  or  of  the 
slaveholding  States ;  and  both  the  free  and  the 
slave  population  were  alike  interested  in  the 
resolt  The  eSsot  of  such  a  measure,  if  re- 
solved on,  would  be  benefloial  to  the  slave; 
inasmuch  as  it  was  the  preaenee  and  vicinity  (4' 
this  free  colored  popdation,  which  rendered  it 
necessary  to  draw  closer  the  bands  of  discipline 
over  him.  Would  not  gentlemen  willingly  be 
freed  from  such  an  evil  ?  It  was  admitted  on 
all  hands  tbat  free  blacks  in  the  slave  States 
were  and  must  be  among  the  most  debased 
and  wicked  of  the  human  race.  They  possessed 
no  place  which  they  could  call  their  home. 
The  law,  indeed,  recognized  them  as  free  per- 
sons; but  were  they  so  iu  fact  and  in  truth? 
What  had  they  in  common  with  freemen  be- 
sides mere  existence?  Did  it  not  become 
Ameiiean  statesmen  to  take  measarea  for  tiie 
amelioration  of  thor  oondition  i  The  evil  woa 
one  of  the  greatest,  as  well  to  themselves  as  to 
others,  which  could  exist  in  any  community ; 
and  it  ought,  if  practicable,  to  be  removed. 

Mr.  OoKB,  of  Virginia,  said  that^  on  hearing 
the  resolution  read,  he  perceived  its  tendency 
went  further  than  he  had  supposed  when  it  had 
first  been  introduced,  and  he  could  not  but  say 
that  he  considered  its  introduction  into  the 
House  as  a  great  evil.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man who  hu  moved  it  might  be  joetped  iu 
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foro  eofueieniia^  having  probably  been  urged 
on  by  the  ezcitememt  existing  in  bis  own  State, 
and  knowing  no  means  to  allay  it  bnt  the 
course  he  had  pursued.  Tliough  he  felt  in- 
clined to  acquit  the  gentleman  feom  that  Bin 
(for  he  coQld  apply  no  lighter  term)  of  intro- 
duoing  sach  a  question  at  such  a  time,  yet  there 
were  many  consjderations  which  ought  to  have 
led  him  to  a  different  course.  The  gentleman 
had  argaed  the  constitutional  question  confess- 
edly involved  in  the  propjosed  measnre,  bat 
had  not  touched  the  question  of  expediency, 
nor  indeed  Bfdd  a  ringle  word  on  the  real  sub- 
ject of  the  Tdsolntion.  The  gentleman  might 
take  bte  choice  of  either  question;  he  was 
ready  to  meet  the  discussion  whenever  the  gen- 
tleman should  choose  to  enter  upon  it. 

As  to  the  constitutional  question,  did  not 
everybody  see  that  this  Government  possessed 
already  more  powers  tiian  it  ever  ought  to  have 
had  ?  "Was  this  a  period  for  claiming  to  it  yet 
more  ?  A  corps  of  topographical  engmeera  bad 
been  appointed  to  march  in  advance  of  onr 
armies  in  time  of  war  ;  and  that  authority  had 
been  perverted  in  a  manner  to  promote  the 
pantoses  of  gentlemen  favorable  to  the  scheme 
of  internal  Improtement.  Was  that  all  t  Did 
not  the  grasp  of  the  Government  extend  itself 
in  every  dlrectionf  Was  it  not  oontended  that, 
under  the  danse  vbich  gave  Con^^  power 
to  regulate  commerce.  Congress  might  do  al- 
most whatever  it  pleased  to  assume  to  be  ex- 
pedient ?  He  asked,  in  the  name  of  humanity, 
what  right  was  possessed  by  that  House  *to 
tear  the  free  colored  people  fi-om  their  rela- 
tives, and  all  the  ties  which  bound  them  to 
their  residence,  and  locate  them  in  a  land  alien 
to  all  their  feelings  and  affections?  Was  it 
humanity  which  led  the  steps  of  gentlemen  in 
subjecting  to  certain  panishment,  and  even  to 
death  itsdf,  these  very  people! 

But  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  asked 
irbeUier  Congress  did  not  possess  the  power  to 
make  such  an  appropriation ;  and  he  bad  look- 
ed for  an  answer  into  the  preamble  of  the 
constitution— that  sacred  instrument,  whose 
provisions  he  desired  neither  to  diminish  nor 
enlarge ;  and  there  the  gentleman  had  discov- 
ered that  one  of  the  purposes  for  which  it  had 
been  framed  was  ^*to  ensure  domestic  tran- 
quillity." The  gentleman  might  as  well  have 
inferred  from  that  clause  that  Congress  had 
power  to  interfere  with  the  minutest  regula- 
tions of  the  police  of  the  States  on  the  subject 
of  the  transportation  of  commodities,  as  that  it 
poiuessed  tbe  pover  to  transport  the  free  ^eo- 

gle  of  color  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
tatea.  But  the  ^ntleman  desired  that  the 
constitutionid  question  should  be  deferred  until 
the  House  should  have  heard  the  report  of  a 
committee:  well,  he  was  willing  to  wait  till 
then:  but  if  the  gentleman  was  disclosed  to 
argue  the  question  at  this  time,  he  would  find 
a  sufficient  number  of  gentlemen  on  that  fioor 
abundantly  prepared  to  ai^e  that  question 
vlth  Buooess.  The  gentleman  lud  been  indneed 


[Jaxdut,  I8SX. 

to  move  his  resolution  by  motives  of  humanly : 
but  would  not  humanity  have  pointed  out  some 
place  to  which  those  poor  wandering  Jews  were 
to  be  sent!  The  only  de»gnation  of  their  all- 
ium, expr^sed  in  the  resolution,  was  "  Africa, 
or  elsewhere."  Great  God  I  exclaimed  Mr. 
are  the  terrors  -which  prevail  on  this  sabject 
so  wild  that  we  must  get  rid  of  our  free  blacks 
at  all  cost  and  all  hazard,  both  to  them  and  to 
ourselves  t  Are  gentlemen  so  completely  under 
the  dominion  of  nervous  fears  t  I  tell  gentle- 
men that  tiieir  fear  is  a  mistaken  one.  And  I 
appeal  to  the  history  of  my  own  State  in  procf 
that  tiiere  never  has  been  one  period  in  hw 
past  experience  at  wUch  she  had  any  thins  to 
fear  from  ber  free  blaclc  population,  and  no 
more  from  her  slaves.  For  all  acquaintance 
witli  the  general  subject,  Mr.  C.  possessed  the 
same  advantages  as  the  gentlentan  from  Mary- 
land ;  be  was  the  representative  of  a  slavehold- 
ing  State,  and  himself  the  owner  of  slaves; 
and  he  slept  with  as  mach  security  in  the  midst 
of  the  slaves  on  his  plantation,  as  if  he  had 
been  himself  a  puffing  director  of  a  certun  so- 
ciety. All  that  was  needed  to  ensure  the  safety 
of  a  slave  owner,  was  kindness  and  proper  dis- 
cipline. He  comd  assure  gentlemen  Uiat  thd 
slave,  however  low  his  condition,  was  not  dead 
to  the  sentiment  of  gratitude.  Vir^ia  bad 
been  settled  for  two  centuries,  and  how  many 
insurrections  had  she  witnessed?  One  In 
Southampton ;  and  that  originated,  carried  on, 
and  terminated  by  the  death  of  a  religions  fa- 
natic, who,  with  all  his  efforts,  had  been  able 
to  get  but  thirty  or  forty  followers.  They  had 
paid  on  the  gibbet  the  forfeit  of  their  crime, 
and  there  was  an  end  of  the  affair.  He  had 
not  the  slightest  si^trebennon  of  witnesang 
another. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  took  up  the 

ApporttenmeiU  Bill 

Mr.  Watob,  of  Georgia,  took  "the  flow  in 
support  of  tlie  amendment  of  Mr.  Hubbabd,  (to 
substitute  forty-four  for  for^-eigbt,)  and  oeco* 
pied  it  until  a  late  hour ;  when  he  gave  Wi^. 
for  a  motion  to  rise. 


WkDNXBDA.T,  January  25. 

Jjiportionmtnt  Sill. 

Mr.  HowABD,  of  Maryland,  said  he  had  an 
amendment  which  he  felt  oonstrained  to  oflte', 
however  reluctant  to  detwn  the  oonmittee.  He 
then  moved  to  strike  out  the  8d,  and  insert  tiie 
6th  of  March,  in  the  bill ;  the  efibct  of  which 
amendment,  if  adopted,  would  be  to  give  to  the 
several  States  at  the  next  Presidential  election 
the  weight  ther  posseKS  at  present,  and  not 
that  to  which  tiiey  will  be  entitled  vaier  the 
new  census. 
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TauBSDAT,  Janiiai7  26. 
Apportionment  Bill. 

Mr.  HowABD  said  that,  before  calling  the  at^ 
tention  of  l^e  committee  to  that  ctaase  of  the 
constitution,  upon  the  trae  constraction  of  which 
the  decision  of  the  present  motion  depeoded^ 
there  were  one  or  two  preliminary  remarks 
that  he  wished  to  make,  in  Justice  to  himsell^ 
and  to  the  point  he  had  brought  forward  for 
ooDsideration.  He  wished  to  disavow,  in  the 
first  place,  any  nlifriendly  feeling  towards  those 
rapidly  increasing  Western  States  that  would 
be  chiefly  beoeSted  by  an  increased  number  of 
the  members  of  this  House,  and,  of  oourae, 
share  most  largely  in  the  corresponding  in- 
crease of  electoral  votes  for  President  which 
the  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  would  give  them. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  refer  to  the  votes 
which  he  had  ^iven  ever  since  he  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  body,  to  manifest  the 
interest  which  he  took  in  their  prosperity,  and 
his  wiltingnesB  to  promote  it  upon  eveej  oboa* 
8ion.  The  people  ai  those  States  were  iden- 
tical with  the  people  of  the  Atlantic  border ; 
and  whatever  might  be  the  state  of  feeling  at 
some  far  distant  day,  it  was  not  to  be  supposed 
that  any  other  than  a  common  feeling  of  affec- 
tion and  interest  would  prevful  when  the  orig- 
inal emigrants  who  settled  that  country  h^ 
not  yet  passed  away.  Looking  forward  to  a 
still  closer  connection  than  even  now  prevailed, 
the  inhabitants  on  this  ride  of  the  mountwns 
were  pushing  forward  works  of  improve- 
ment in  every  direction,  to  act  hereafter 
as  additional  liMments  to  bind  togetiier  in 
tighter  bonds  of  union  these  sections  of  our 
common  oonntry.  In  muntaining,  therefore, 
the  constitntioQal  ri^ts  of  the  State  which  he 
had  the  honor,  in  port,  to  represent,  and  which 
she  possessed  in  common  with  otiier  States; 
in  resisting  a  species  of  legislation  which  would 
pnt  these  onr  children  into  possession  of  the 
rights  of  their  ancestors,  which  they  would  re- 
ceive by  inheritance  in  the  ordinary  coarse 
of  things,  bnt  which  they  ought  not  to  claim 
whilst  that  ancestor  is  alive  and  vigorous,  he 
trusted  that  no  one  would  accuse  him  of  a  de- 
■sire  to  retard  the  advancement  of  those  inter- 
esting and  growing  communities.  He  disclaim- 
ed every  foaling  of  the  kind. 

Vhat,  then,  is  &a  question  that  presents 
Uself  ?  The  seoond  section  of  the  second  arti- 
cle of  Uie  Qonatitntion  says :  "  Each  Btste  shall 
appoint,  in  saoh  manner  as  the  Legislature 
thereof  may  direct,  a  number  of  electors  equal 
to  the  whole  number  of  Smators  and  Repre- 
sentatives to  whidi  the  State  may  be  mtitled 
in  the  Congress." 

What  kind  of  title  is  hero  meant?  The  bill 
proposed  is  to  go  into  effect  on  the  3d  of  March, 
18S3,  and  the  appointment  of  electors  is  to  1>e 
made  in  the  fall  of  1882.  The  act  of  1792  de- 
clares that  the  number  to  be  appointed  shall  be 
that  to  whidi  the  State  shall  be  entitled  on  the 
day  when  tiie  Preddent,  so  to  be  elected,  shall  go 
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into  office,  viz.  4th  March.  This  bill,  then  be- 
ooming  operative  on-  the  Sd  March,  will  have 
been  the  law  for  one  day,  and  thus  the  act  of 
1792  requires  the  adoption  of  the  numbers  to 
which  the  States  shall  have  been  entitied  for 
that  oue  day.  It  is  somewhat  singulsr,  that 
although  tiiis  bill  is  not  to  commence  its  bind- 
ing force  until  the  8d  March,  1888,  yet.  unless 
the  amendment  he  adopted,  it  Is  caUed  into  a 
premature  existence  by  virtue  of  an  old  act, 
and  compelled  to  antedate  itself  nearly  six 
months,  and  to  become  effective  lon^  before 
the  period  assigned  by  the  House  for  its  com- 
mencement. The  States  will  have,  during  next 
fall,  two  titles  to  representation,  one  in  pos- 
session, and  the  other  in  reversion.  Which 
one  of  these  does  the  constitution  contemplate? 
That  of  which  she  is  in  the  ibll,  peaceable,  and 
indisputable  enjoyment,  or  that  which  is  con-' 
tingent  and  liable  to  be  changed  at  the  second 
session  of  this  very  Congress  f  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  only  intelligible  guide  is,  for  the  State 
to  look  to  the  representation  that  abe  has  at 
the  time  when  she  makes  the  appointment. 
Manrland,  for  example,  has  now  nine  members 
of  this  House,  and  wul  continue  to  have  for  four- 
teen months  to  come :  but  if  the  ratio  of  forty- 
eight  thousand  be  adopted,  of  which  the  vote 
of  yesterday  seems  decirive,  she  will,  at  a  fu- 
ture day,  be  entitled  onl^  to  eight.  Is  it  a  suf- 
ficient answer  to  her  claim  to  nine  votes  in  the 
electoral  college  for  her  representation  here,  to 
say,  that  because  at  some  remote  period  she 
shiul  be  curtailed  to  eight,  therefore  she  shall 
not  ei\joy  the  influence  which  nine  would  give 
her  up  to  the  arrival  of  that  distant  day? 
Sionld  a  voter  present  himself  at  the  polls  to 
vote  for  a  member  of  this  Honse,  who  was  ill 
of  a  mortal  disease,  would  it  be  sufficient  to  teO 
him  that  be  would  l>e  dead  before  the  member 
elected  could  enter  upon  tiie  duties  of  his  office, 
and  therefore  he  could  not  vote  f  or,  taking  the 
case  of  those  States  who  are  to  gain  in  the  rep- 
resentation, would  it  be  sufficient  to  say  to  an 
inhabitant  of  Virginia,  (where,  I  believe,  they 
still  require  a  freehold  qualification,)  who  pre- 
sented himself  at  the  polls  with  a  deed  in  .^is 
hand,  which  a  friend  had  promised  to  execute 
at  a  future  day,  that  his  right  of  suffrage  was 
perfect  f  No,  sir,  yon  can  only  look  to  the  sit- 
uation of  the  voter  at  the  time  when  he  gives 
his  vote ;  and  in  the  election  of  a  President  of 
this  nati(Hi,  the  States,  acting  for  tiinr  pec^Ie^ 
and  l^irongh  thdr  colleges,  are  so  many  voters. 
What  a  singular  spectacle  will  be  presuited 
when  tiie  representatives  from  Kew  Hamp- 
shire, M^sachusetts,  Maryland,  and  Yir^nia, 
shall  be  called  upon  to  witness  the  counting  oi 
the  electoral  votes !  They  will  see  an  opera- 
tion in  political  surgery  performed  by  the  sev- 
erance of  a  limb  from  each  of  those  States,  and 
by  means  of  some  powerful  cerate  the  limb  will 
be  restored  to  its  place  on  the  next  da^,  and 
those  very  States  wslk  into  the  Hall  m  fhU 
proportions,  to  exercise  their  legidative  func- 
tions.   By  what  authority  do  we  legislate  a 
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differeooe  between  the  weight  of  a  State  In  the 
fliXecatiTd  and  legislatiTe  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  tlie  Union  ?  Is  not  the  former  aa 
dear  to  her  as  the  latter  ?  lather  the  number 
of  members  npon  this  floor  must  t>e  instaDtly 
oorttuled,  or  the  number  of  electoral  votes  oor- 
respond  with  those  members,  or  there  most  he 
a  differenee  between  the  Lnflnenoe  of  a  State  in 
the  ezeontlTe  and  l^^islatiTe  iHWichea.  I  deny 
that  any  snch  difference  exists — I  deny  tJiat 
any  Stat^  in  this  Union  is  more  willing  to  part 
with  her  coostitntional  control  over  the  one 
than  over  the  other.  What  is  the  reason  ^ven 
for  the  proposed  le^slation?  It  is,  that  the 
President  will  come  into  power  with  a  Con- 
gress elected  upon  the  new  apportionment,  and, 
therefore,  he  ought  to  be  so  elected,  also.  This 
might  have  been  a  good  reason  for  making  the 
oonstitntion  different  from  what  it  is,  bnt  it  is 
not  sufficient  to  divest  a  State  of  the  right 
which  she  has  acquired  by  compromiBe  in  the 
ooufederaoy.  I  ocmtend  that  W  representa- 
tion, in  ul  its  branches,  must  exist  until 
changed  by  a  new  apportionment.  It  ia  a  sno- 
oeesion  of  (to  use  a  word  coined  eitiier  for  or 
by  this  House)  political  minimnms ;  the  duty 
remains  up  to  a  certidn  point,  and  then  changes 
at  onoe.  Aa  long  as  her  power  remuns,  she 
iias  a  right  to  exercise  it ;  and  if  the  selection 
of  the  individoal  who  is  to  occupy  the  Presi- 
dential chair  may  possibly  be  determined  by 
the  admission  or  rejection  of  the  right  now  in 
question,  how  can  it  more  deeply  anect  the  in- 
terests of  the  nation  than  laws  whi(^  may  be 
enacted  to  last  for  half  a  century  |  Mairland 
has  now  eleven  votes  out  of  two  hnndred  ami. 
aixty-one ;  yon  propose  to  aDow  her  ten  ont  of 
two  hnndred  and  eighty-five,  because  the  effect 
of  her  vote  is  to  be  felt  for  four  years,  and  yet 
yon  continne,  after  such  cnrtailment,  to  allow 
her  nine  votes  in  this  Honse  npon  the  passage 
of  laws.  Suppose,  for  example,  (and  I  am 
almost  afraid  to  use  an  illustration  which  may 
possibly,  but  which  I  hope  will  not  b^  misun- 
derstood,) that  after  yon  had  witneraed  her  ten 
votes  counted  before  you,  reduced  to  ten,  be- 
cause the  influence  of  the  vote  was  to  com- 
mence in  two  months  thereafter,  and  be  con- 
tinued for  four  years,  it  should  so  happen  that 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes 
ihoold  be  roiewedfbr  fifteen  years,  and  be  car- 
ried by  that  very  cme  vote  which  yon  had  pre- 
viously rejected:  would  not  this  danonatrate 
the  utter  inconsistency  of  your  legidationj  in 
denying  her  fair  proportion  in  <hm  branch  of 
tiie  (iovemment,  while  yon  suffer  it  to  rem^ 
entire  in  the  other  ?  I  use  the  case  for  illustra- 
tion merely. 

Mr.  Okawfobd,  of  Pennsylvania,  said :  That 
proposition  is,  in  my  judgment,  so  exception- 
able aa  to  justify,  if  not  to  call  for,  some  ex- 

greseion  of  my  dissent  from  it.  I  am  sore  noth- 
ig  is  farther  from  his  sentiments — nothing 
was  more  distant  from  his  thoughts  or  inten- 
tions ;  for  Uiere  is  no  man  in  this  House  or  out 
of  it,  in  whose  patriotUm  or  purity  I  have 


more  entire  confidence ;  and  if  proof  of  eithor 
were  wanting,  the  fact  that,  if  it  shonld  be 
adopted,  his  amendment  would  operate  against 
his  political  MaidB,  fomishes  it  Bnt  my  fa<n>- 
orable  friend  will,  I  trust,  pardon  me  ^boi  I 
say  that  his  pnqtonlion  strikes  me  as  b«ng  at 
war  with  the  vary  foondation  prinoijdee  vi  our 
insUtntsons,  and  is  one  that  I  am  peraaadsd 
this  Honse  cumot  affltm  witiuNit  doing  vkdenea 
to  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  stone  laid  in  yoor  politicsl  edifice  ia 
popular  Bovereiglity— tiMt  each  citizen  liaUa 
to  be  operated  upon  in  his  intwests  or  person, 
by  your  le^alative  or  executive  officers,  shall, 
subject  to  such  State  regulation  as  may  exists 
have  a  voice,  mediately  or  diareotly,  in  their  ae- 
lectioD.  Who  chooses  the  Prudent  of  the 
United  States  t  The  people  of  the  United 
States.  I  would  ask  then  if  the  choice  <tf  a 
Ohief  Ha^strate  shall  be  effected  aeowding  to 
the  ^portionmoit  under  the  centos  of  IfiftO^  if 
his  election  will  not  have  been  virtoally  the  aot 
of  sAnething  leas  tim'  nine  ndUioos  it  federal 
{wpoIatioOf  instead  of  that  of  the  twelve  mil- 
lions or  thereabouts  who  have  been  latdy  a»>. 
certained  to  be  In  the  United  States,  and  who 
have  now  a  r^t  to  partidpate  in  the  exercise 
of  this  tiie  h^hest  of  all  civil  ri^ts.  Nor  ia 
this,  ^rhfq>a,  althoi^h  bad,  the  worst  feature 
in  this  amendment;  for,  while  its  operation 
will  be  reatrictive,  it  will  be  most  unequal; 
whUe  it  retiuna  to  one— to  several  States,  four 
I  believe,  a  vote  more  re^>eotively  than  they 
oan  Boon  claim,  it  will  de^nive  others,  no  fewer 
than  eleveOf  of  not  less  than  twmtj-eight  votes. 
Suppose  we  take  48,000  as  the  standard  noin* 
bei^X  take  it  beoaase  it  is  most  likely  to  ba 
fixed  on  here ;  but  whether  or  notAt  will  an- 
sww  my  prraent  purpose:  New  uampdurCL. 
Hsssachosetts,  Huyluid,  and  Virtpnia  viu 
each  lose  a  vote.  Now,  toTj  I  admit  th»  is  to 
be  regretted.  I  am  as  unwilling  as  any  gentlo- 
man  to  do  them  an  unkind  act,  still  more  a 
seeming  wrong;  bnt  I  never  can  consent  to 
preserve  the  political  weight  they  have  hith- 
erto enjoyed  at  the  expense  of  other  States. 
Look  at  it,  sir :  to  retain  these  four  votes  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  pro- 
poses, by  p<»tponing  the  <nieration  of  the  new 
apportionment  to  the  6th  day  of  Mardi,  1888  ; 
what  mnst  you  saorifioe  t  One  vote  in  M^ne^ 
five  In  New  Yotk.  two  in  Pennsylvania,  ooa 
in  Qeoi^a,  foor  m  Tennessee,  five  in  Oluo^ 
four  in  udianaj  one  in  Ifissiasippif  two  in  Illi- 
nois, one  in  Missouri,  snd  two  m  Alahnoift 
twenty-eight  in  all  I  Sir,  with  all  my  grati- 
tude for  New  England  daring  and  firmness,  at 
the  birth  of  this  nation ;  with  all  my  esteem 
for  her  public  and  private  mondity ;  and  with 
all  my  respect  and  admiration  for  hsr  institu- 
tions, political,  Boci^  and  literary;  with  all 
my  kind  feeling  for  Maryland,  the  at^oining 
neighbor  of  my  native  State,  her  interests  al* 
most  identical  with  oars,  and  the  intelligenoa 
and  enten;>i'ise  of  whose  citizens  are  deswring 
of  the  hlghflst  ownmendatfam ;  with  all  my 
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▼eneratioQ  for  Vii^iua,  which,  differing  from 
her  distinguished  stms,  as  we  do,  od  many  im- 
portant qaestioDs,  we  still  remember  as  the 
nlaoe  of  w  ashiogtoa's,  and  of  Jefferson's,  and  of 
Madison's,  and  of  Monroe's  uatATity,  and  that  of 
their  socoessors  who  now  worthiij  fill  their 
places  here,  and  as  the  soil  ont  of  which  spring 
jome  of  the  most  valued  principles  of  free  Got- 
muneat,  I  cannot  oonaent  to  the  sacrifice.  The 
entire  pf^alatlon  of  these  TJnited  States  are 
the  ele^nrs  of  ovr  Ghltf  Magistrate;  it  it  im- 
poawble  yoa oaa  preaerve  Hm  spiritMoor  iosti- 
totioDB  without  UfpAatiag  so  as  to  enable  tbem 
to  proceed  to  the  choice.  Wh^  rir»  to  retain 
to  loar  States  not  ft  twelfth  part  of  th«r  repre- 
sentation in  the  electoral  colleges,  jon  wonld 
take  from  eleven  oUiera  more  than  a  fifth  of 
what  properly,  afld  oonstitntionallj  belongs  to 
them — never  I 

Mr.  Kins,  of  Maryland,  went  into  a  consti- 
taUonal  argument  to  dhow  that  the  exercise  of 
the  oo-ordinate  powers  of  the  exeontive.  and 
legtslative  departmenta  of  the  Qovemment 
wore  designed  to  ooramenoe  aimnltaneonsly, 
and  that  the  moment  any  eeiuaa  or  ootnal 
•uumeratioD  of  Uie  people  of  the  United  States, 
^reeobly  to  the  federal  nnmbera,  was  perfMted 
mder  an  act  of  Congress  pamed  fur  that  pur- 
pose, the  relative  power  and  right  of  represen- 
tation of  the  States  at  once  arose,  and  adhered 
to  them  by  A>roe  of  the  oonstitntion  itself^  and 
ooidd  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished.  Sir, 
aaid  Mr.  si,  this  oonstitotion  was  the  result  of 
great  and  anxious  deliberation — attended  with 
vast  donbta  and  diffioolties — and  it  was  em- 
phatically a  compromise ;  and  the  basis  of  that 
oompromise  was  the  adjustment  of  this  very 
point  of  the  relative  weight  of  the  States  in- 
tended within  this  Union,  agreeably  to  the  fed- 
ml  enumeration  presoribM.  In  the  second 
seotiCHi  <^  the  first  artiole  of  the  oonstitntion,  it 
Is  deelared  that  represeotativea  shall  be  ap- 
pointed among  the  several  States  according  to 
th^  respective  nnmbera,  to  be  estimated  from 
partioiilar  desioiptkina  of  persons;  and  this 
actual  enomeralion  is  imperatively  enjoined  to 
he  made  within  three  years  after  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  first  Oongress,  and  within  every  sab- 
seqnent  period  at  ten  years.  This  has  hi^>- 
pened,  by  the  operation  of  the  first  apportion- 
ment act,  to  £dl  upon  or  to  be  limited  to  the 
8d  day  of  March  of  every  tenth  yew,  from  the 
8d  d4y  of  March,  l7tM) ;  so  Mr.  K.  insisted  that, 
after  the  oetoal  eDnmerodim  has  beoi  made 
agreeably  to  a  law  of  Oongress  passed  for  the 
purpose,  the  Statea  were  entitled  to  have  re- 
mectively  representotivee  in  Congress  propor- 
tionate to  tbnrftderal  nnmbera,  so  asoertidDed. 
Ton  m«r  ossome  what  ratio  yon  please,  said 
Mr.  E.,  but  your  apportionment  most  be  ao- 
eording  to  the  respective, numbers  which  the 
States  then  have^  You  cannot,  sir,  postpone 
the  operation  of  this  constitutional  provision ; 
and  as  it  is  expressly  also  provided  that  each 
State  shall  i^point  aa  many  electors  of  Presi- 
ilent  and  Vice  FnsUleiit  ai  ihall  be  equal  to 
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the  whole  nnmber  of  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives to  which  she  is  entitled,  the  relative 
weight  of  the  States,  in  the  next  election  of  a 
President,  is  equally  and  as  unchangeably  fixed 
by  thb  actnal  enumeration.  Thas,  Mr,  K.  con- 
tended, the  constitution  itself  clearly  establish- 
ed the  point,  independently  of  the  contempo- 
rary construction  which  had  been  given  to  it 
by  the  act  of  1792,  referred  to  by  the  gentle- 
maa  frran  Tennessee,  and  to  wuoh  Mr.  K.*a 
own  attention  hod  been  drawn  oa  the  preced- 
ing evening.  By  this  oonstmetion,  he  said,  the 
desiKned  harmony  of  the  system  was  preserred, 
whilst  two  of  the  great  co-ordinate  powers  of 
the  Goveniment  would  be  always  simultaneous- 
ly set  in  motion.  He  stood,  he  said,  for  hia 
oonstmetion,  upon  the  language  of  the  consti- 
totion  itself,  though  it  was  douhtless  confirmed 
in  his  mind  by  the  acts  of  those  distinguished 
men  who  were  in  the  Congress  which  passed  the 
law  of  1792,  some  of  whom  had  been  members 
of  the  convention,  and  by  the  unifc»m  coarse 
and  practice  of  the  Government,  as  traced 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 


Feiday,  January  37, 
Cohniginff  Fr«c  Black*. 

The  following  reaolation,  offered  by  Mr.  Jvth 
ma,  came  np  for  oanridNatioa : 

Reimhed,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  purpose  of  reiuoviDg  from  the 
United  States,  and  her  territories,  the  free  people  of 
color,  and  colonlang  them  on  the  coast  of  Africa 
or  elsewhere. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Thomson,  of 
Ohio,  to  amend  the  said  resolntion,  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  "  Resolved,''  and  insert 
ing  the  following: 

"That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  one  member 
from  each  State,  be  appointed  to  talce  into  con- 
sideration the  coostitutiooalitjr  and  expediency  of 
procnring  by  purchase  or  cesnon  a  snitsble  qnan- 
iAiy  of  land  on  this  continent  or  some  other,  to  be 
appropriated  aa  a  colony  and  an  asylum  for  all,  or 
such  of  the  free  people  of  color,  in  these  States,  as 
may  choose  to  go;  to  which  they  may  immediately 
or  gradually  be  removed,  at  necessity  may  require 
or  ciiconutaoees  will  permit  And  to  inquire  into 
tlie  expediency  of  eontinning  dw  present  or  some 
other  reasonable  rale  of  duties  on  Imports,  for  a 
definite  term  of  years  after  the  exisUog  national 
debt  shall  have  been  extinguiahed,  to  constitate  a 
fund  for  the  payment  of  the  land  abore  mentioned, 
should  it  be  purchased,  and  to  defray  the  expense 
of  tlie  removal  to,  and  the  support  and  protection 
of  that  unfortunate  race  of  beings  in  stud  colony  for 
a  reasonable  length  of  time ;  and  that  said  commit- 
tee have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  AaoHBB,  of  Yirginia,  offered  an  amend- 
mentL  which  was  pronounced  ont  of  order,  but 
which  he  was  allowed  to  lay  on  the  table  and 
have  printed,  as  foUows : 

RemA^  That  a  Select  Comnlttee  be  histmcted 
to  inqolre  into  the  expediency  of  reeommending 
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for  adoption  so  ameadmeat  to  the  Coostitntion  of 
the  United  States,  by  which  Conpesa  shall  have 
power  to  appropriate  tbe  rerenne  accruing  or  de- 
rivable from  tbe  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  in  aid  of  the  constraction  of  such  works  of 
internal  imprOTement  mb  may  be  authorized,  com- 
menced. Or  patronized  hj  the  States,  respectively, 
tvitbiii  which  the  same  are  to  be  executed ;  and 
shall,  iu  Uke  manner,  have  power  to  appropriate 
tbe  same  fund  of  revenue  in  aid  of  the  removal  of 
such  portions  of  tbe  colored  population  of  the  States, 
as  they  may  respectively  ask  aid  in  removing,  on 
inch  conditions,  and  to'  Buch  {dace,  as  may  be  mn- 
tamUj  agreed  on ;  for  which  pnipose  Congress  shall 
be  authorized  to  acquire  the  territory  it  may  con- 
sider the  best  adapted  to  the  olijeet,  and  to  govern 
BQch  territory  in  the  manner  in  wbidi  tbe  Terri- 
tories of  tbe  United  States  are  now  goverocd,  for 
«ucb  time  as  the  occauon  for  which  it  shaU  have 
been  obtained  may  nqiiire-,  after  which,  the  terri- 
tory shall  be  established  into  a  State,  which  shall 
be  declared,  or  into  several  States,  which  shall  be 
saccesaively  declared,  independent  of  the  United 
States,  neither  of  which  States  shall,  In  any  event, 
or  at  any  time,  be  admitted  into  the  Union  of  the 
United  States. 

Hr.  Thohfson,  of  Geoif;ia,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  that  of  Mr.  Thombon,  of  Ohio,  aabsti- 
tuting  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana  for  a 

Select  Oommittee. 

Mr.  Book  now  moved  that  the  consideration 
of  the  resolntion  be  postponed  to  the  2d  day  of 
December  next,  (to  reject  it.) 

Tbe  Ohaib  decided  the  motion  to  be  ont  of 
order. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  postpone 
the  ooDsideration  to  the  1st  of  Jane  next,  and 
print  it. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Jskifeb  demanded  l^e 
yeaa  and  naya,  and  they  were  ordrawL 

The  Ohaeb  now  corrected  the  deoinon  in  re- 
lation to  Mr.  Boon's  motion  for  a  postpone- 
ment, to  the  2d  of  December,  and  received 
that  motion. 

Mr.  OoKB,  of  Virginia,  said  he  shoidd  vote 
for  the  motion,  to  give  time  Iw  oonsider- 
ation. 

Mr.  M  EEC  KB  advocated  the  reference  of  the 
subject  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  warned  its 
opponents  that  they  would  not  get  rid  of  the 
qaeation  by  a  postponement,  as  it  woold  come 
up,  in  snhfltance,  on  the  oonsidaration  of  vari- 
ous memorials  now  in  the  hai^  <^  d^erent 
manbers,  and  ready  to  be  presented. 

Mr.  Out  urged  the  propriety  of  wdting  for 
some  expression  of  the  wishes  of  the  slave- 
holding  States. 

Mr.  Boon  s^d  hia  object  bad  been  to  get  rid 
of  an  nnnecessdT'  discnssion.  The  sabject  was 
new ;  and  he  wished  to  learn  the  ^tate  of  pub- 
lic opinion. 

Mr.  OutflON  thanked  Mr.  Booir  for  hie  mo- 
tion, as  going  to  avoid  a  subject  ont  of  which 
no  good  would  grow,  either  to  the  fi-ee  colored 
people  or  the  nation. 

Mr.  MxBOBB  scouted  the  idea  that  the  sab- 
Jeot  was  new;  and  refiBRed  to  tiu  aotioa  ot 
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the  Legislatures  <^  a  n amber  of  the  States  nr^ 
ing  it  npon  the  attention  of  Oon^frees.  - 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Georgia,  said  the  general 
subject  had  been  a  hackneyed  one  in  all  parts 
of  the  country;  and,  therefore,  no  good  could 
come  of  discosslng  it  in  Congress,  while  much 
evil  would  be  tbe  consequence. 

Mr.  Jbnifbb  replied ;  arged  tbe  importancA 
of  the  snbjeot ;  asked  where  it  sboald  be  di»> 
cussed,  if  not  in  lAat  Hoase.  He  quoted  a 
number  cf  resolntiona  from  ^ffbrent  Legislk- 
tnres  on  tiie  Batj^ot,  and  r^nred  to  the  exist- 
ing state  ui  the  Ttvamry,  and  the  prcnnwed  r&> 
daction  of  duties,  as  an  argommt  agamM  poat- 
ponement. 

Amy  DardifCt  Sorae. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  David  Dardin,  dfr- 
cease^  (to  make  compensation  for  a  hcow 
called  Romnlus,  impressed  for  the  public  ser- 
vice during  the  revolutionary  warO  [The  IriQ 
allowed  $1,600  In  payment  of  it.  It  contained, 
as  reported  from  the  committee,  a  danse  allow- 
ing interest  upon  the  som  fkom  the  time  of  the 
hnpresnnent  of  tiiia  steed ;  bat  tiiat  {ooriaaB 
was  stricken  ont  in  a  Oommittee  ttf  the  wht^ 
House,  on  the  motion  of  lb.  Wnmusxr,  of 
Ohio.] 

The  bill,  after  a  few  mnarks  from  Mr.  Boor, 
of  New  York,  in  opposition  to  the  clum,  waa 
ordered  for  engrossment;  [and,  on  a  snbee- 
qnent  day,  was  passed  by  a  very  large  minor- 
ity, uid  without  a  divudon.] 


TuBBDAT,  Janoary  81. 
Free  PeopU  of  Color, 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Jbnifbb,  proposing  an 
inquiry  on  the  subject  of  removing  the  free 
people  of  color  from  the  United  States^  and 
colonizing  tiiem  in  Africa,  or  elsewhere,  oan* 
□p  for  oon^deration ;  and  the  qnestion  bdn^ 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Boon,  to  postpone  this 
consideration  that  resolution  to  the  second 
Mond^  in  Deoember  next, 

Mr.  Jbnifbb  moved  that  the  resolution,  witli 
the  amendments,  be  referred  to  tbe  Select  Com- 
mittee r^sed  on  the  memorial  from  New  Jer«- 
sey  upon  the  same  sn^eot 

iSx.  Boon  otHuented  to  witiulTaw  Ids  motioB 
for  postponement. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  refbronoe, 
and  carried. 

A^pportwriment  Bill. 

The  qiportionment  bill  next  came  up  for 
consideration ;  tbe  question  being  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  WicxiiFFB  to  amend  the  bill  by 
simply  striking  Uierefrom  the  words  "fort;y- 
eight." 

Mr.  Slade,  of  Vermont,  said  he  had  watohed 
the  progress  of  this  debate  with  great  solici- 
tude. The  question  liefbre  the  House  was  one  of 
grave  hopMtanoe,  demanding  a  fidl  djsonwion, 
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sad  most  matnre  deliberation.  Tet,  at  this 
stage  of  tbe  debate,  he  should  hardly  feel  him- 
self justified  in  asking  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  but  for  the  deep  interest  which  the 
State  of  Vermont  hod  in  the  decision  of  the 
qnestion.  That  State  wonld  suffer  more  from  a 
ratio  of  48,000  than  any  other  State  in  the 
Union.  Indeed,  sir,  said  Itr.  S.,  she  wilt  have 
an  aocnmulaUon  of  suffering.  la  tbe  i4>por- 
tifHuaent  of  the  ooinis  of  1S20  she  lost  one 
membw,  and  was  left  with  a  fraction  of  86,764. 
*  Now,  umeas  tbe  motion  to  strike  out  48,000 
from  this  bill  prevail,  she  will  be  left  with  an 
tmrepreseoted  fraction  of  40,657.  Duty  to  that 
State  demands  that  I  should  express  m;  views 
on  this  sabjeot,  and  I  tbe  iodnlgence  of  the 
House,  whue,  as  briefly  as  possible^  I  perform 
that  duty. 

The  question  before  the  House,  said  Mr.  S., 
is  one  of  deep  interest  to  the  whole  country. 
It  vitally  sheets  the  great  depontory  of  the 
people's  power,  the  House  of  Bepreeentativee 
of  uie  United  States.  Tbe  act  jaa  propose  to 
pass  is  anomalous  in  its  charaoter;  oper^jiub 
not,  as  do  most  of  your  laws,  upon  IndividuaU, 
in  their  relations  to  each  other,  and  to  tbe 
Oovemment,  but  upon  large  and  dUtinot  masses 
of  this  great  community,  end  regulating  tbe 
balance  of  power  between  the  different  por- 
tions of  a  widely  extended  coufederaey.  It  is, 
indeed,  of  the  nature  of  a  fundamental  law — 
tbe  formation,  iu  fact,  of  a  constitution  for  the 
next  ten  years ;  and  demands  the  exercise  of 
the  same  profound  wisdom,  and  the  same  spirit 
of  compromise  and  conciliation  and  mutual 
good  will,  which  marked  the  deliberations  of 
the  framers  of  the  federal  constitution. 

I  am  in  &vor  of  striUug  out  48,000  from 
the  mil  on  your  table,  in  the  first  plaoe,  be- 
cause tiiat  number,  by  bdng  plaoed  tuere,  pos- 
sesses an  undue  advantage  over  aU  tbe  other 
numbers  which  may  be  proposed.  The  results 
of  the  various  propositions  which  have  been 
made  in  Conunittee  of  the  Whole  to  strike  ont 
48,000,  and  insert  other  numbers,  have  plainly 
proved  this.  Each  pnwosition  has,  of  oonrse, 
been  opposed  by  all  in  favor  of  any  other  num- 
ber than  the  one  conbdned  in  such  proposition, 
Thns,  by  a  succession  of  victories  over  other 
numbers  separately  proposed,  48,000  has  ac- 
quired an  importance  which  does  not  intrin- 
lAxaHj  belong  to  it.  Its  strmgth  is  a  factitious 
atrengtii. 

Bat  it  may  be  sud  thst  a  motion  Has  bera 
made  and  lost,  to  strike  ont  48,000,  without  in- 
serting any  other  number;  and  that  tills  is 
oonduuve  evidence  that  48,000  is  the  favorite 
number.  Sir,  this  does  not  follow.  Upon  the 
simple  motion  to  strike  out,  all  in  favor  of  any 
other  number  than  48,000  may  well  be  sup- 
posed to  have  voted  to  retain  it  in  the  bill,  for 
the  purpose  of  using  it  to  defeat,  in  detail, 
every  propositiou  to  insert  numbers  other  than 
their  uvorita  ones.  And,  besides,  individnals 
cqipoeed  to  redudng  tbe  representation  of 
Elude  Island  one-hal^  as  would  be  done  bj 
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rusing  the  ratio  to  49,000,  may  have  opposed 
the  striking  ont  of  48,  throngh  an  apprehension 
that  the  bill,  unencnmberMl  with  that  num- 
ber, might  finally  pass  with  a  ratio  uceeding 
49,000. 

Now,  sir,  is  it  nOt  obvious  that  an  undue  im- 
portance has  been  thus  given  to  the  decision  of 
tbe  committee  who  reported  this  biU  ?  Why 
should  that  dednon  have  suob  an  effect,  when, 
notwithstanding  tbe  intelligence  and  upright- 
ness of  tbe  ctnnmittee,  it  is  perfectly  apparent 
that  tiieir  opinion  has  not  resulted,  and  ooold 
not  have  resulted,  trom  any  pepaltar  investka- 
tion  they  were  able  to  give  the  eat^ect,  but  has 
been  drawn  from  fitots  equally  within  t^e  reach 
of  every  member  of  tins  House  ? 

With  regard  to  the  number  to  which  this 
body  should  ultimately  be  increased,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  decide.  I  do  not  conceive  I  am 
now  called  on  to  do  so.  Some  gentlemen  have 
suggested  seven  or  eight  hundred  as  the  maxi- 
mum. I  would  avoid  extremes.  Ho  proposi- 
tion, however,  yet  madcL  would,  in  my  opinion, 

gve  a  number  approaohuig  an  extreme ;  and  I 
lerefisre  feel  at  nill  liberty  to  advocate  a  ratio 
which  will  do  the  least  iqjnstice  to  the  several 
States,  both  in  regard  to  unrepresented  fhw- 
tions,  and  the  loss  of  meroben.  Whenever  tbe 
time  shall  ctHue  whto  it  shsll  be  proposed  to 
increase  this  Honse  to  a  number  which  shall 
render  the  truisaotion  o!  business  impractica- 
ble, then,  and  not  till  then,  can  questions  of 
fractions  and  the  loss  of  members  be  regarded 
with  indifference. 

The  subject  of  fractions  has  been  so  much 
dwelt  on  in  this  discussion,  that  the  name  has 
almost  become  odious.  But  of  what  are  those 
fractions  e<»npo8edt  Why,  sii^  of  large  bodies 
of  freMDMit  And  oon  I  he  in£ffereat,  when  a 
propoaitioa  is  made,  hj  which  near  41,000  of 
these  freemen  in  my  native  State,  as  intelligent 
as  any  other  freemen  on  earth,  ore  to  remain 
unrepresented  in  this  body  for  a  period  of  ten 
years 1 

To  show  the  importance  which  belongs  to 
this  part  of  the  subject,  permit  mo  to  advert  to 
tbe  couMderation  to  which  it  was  thought  en- 
titied  by  the  first  Congress.  A  bill  was  passed 
OR  the  98d  day  of  March,  1792,  fixing  the  num- 
ber of  representatives  for  the  sncMeding  ten 
years  at  120.  That  number  included  eight 
representatives  from  various  States,  on  account 
of  fractional  numbers.  It  was  sent  to  Pre^ 
dent  Washington  for  his  ^proi^  who  retomed 
it  with  the  M^eetion  that  the  constitution  au- 
thoriaed  no  representation  of  fractions  below 
80,000,  And  yet  so  strong  was  the  dispodtion 
to  give  to  tbe  people  the  most  ftdl  and  perfect 
representation  possible — bo  averse  was  that 
body  to  leave  large  portions  of  them  unrepre- 
sented, that  28  out  <^  61  of  its  members  voted, 
in  the  face  of  the  Prestdent's  veto,  to  repass 
the  bill. 

Tbe  decision  of  that  Congress  settied  the 
principle  that  fraetions  shonkl  not  be  repre- 
sented. It  is  adndttad  that  the  q^lioation  of 
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this  principle  will  sometimes  operate  severely 
opon  indiTidaal  States.  All  mast  take  their 
turn  in  -bearing  the  bordeQ.  If^  therefore,  the 
large  fraction  to  which  Vermout  mi  some 
other  States  are  subjected,  bj  the  ratio  now  in 
the  bill,  stood  alone,  unconnected  with  the  nn- 
e(^aal  resalts  of  a  former  i^portionment,  they 
might  be  endured  without  oompldning.  But 
wluit  is  the  footf  In  the  appordonment  of 
1620.  VenDOiit  waa  left  with  an  nnrepreeented 
fnu^ion  of  85,764.  At  titie  ratio  proposed  in 
the  bill  on  your  table,  she  will  again  have  a 
fraction  of  40,667 ;  totai  76,421.  N^w  Jersey, 
in  1820,  had  a  fraotion  of  84,665.  Upon  a 
ratio  of  48,000,  she  will  now  have  a  fraction  of 
Sl,fl22 ;  total,  66,477.  Kentucky,  in  1820,  had 
a  fraotion  of  33,626 ;  a  ratio  of  48,000  wonld 
now  give  her  46,832 ;  total,  79,466.  Total  of 
Vermont,  New  Jersey,  and  Kentacky,  under 
the  apportionments  of  t^e  censuses  of  1820 
and  1830,  222,866. 

Mr.  Abnous  of  Tennessee,  aaid  he  had  not 
intuided  to  avf  OEM  wvrd  oa  this  mbieot,  nor 
did  be  then  rise  for  the  purpose  of  duoosdng 
the  general  question,  or  of  controverting  any 
of  the  principles  which  had  been  so  forcibly 
urged  upon  uie  House  by  his  friend  from  Ver- 
mont ;  bat  he  rose  for  the  puipose  of  oorrect- 
ing  an  impres^on  which  seemed  to  have  stimu- 
lated various  gentlemen  in  running  tilts  at  Ten- 
nessee. The  aomber  48,  sir,  happens  to  be  the 
number  selected  by  the  oonunittee  to  fill  the 
blank  in  the  bill  now  under  conaderation. 
That  number  leaves  Tennessee  a  very  small 
fraotion.  Tennessee  does  seem  to  be  favored 
by  the  selection  which  tiie  committee  have 
made;  I  am  willing  to  agree,  sir,  that  she 
is  Mtaally  fkvored  by  Haa  selec^n.  But  I 
will  not  agree  tiiat  Tennessee  has  soiudit  this 
fiivor,  or  uiat  she  has  any  desire  Uf  adhere  to 
it,  for  Haa  porpose  of  disparaging  her  sisters. 
ITo,  tar ;  I  assure  gentlemen  that  Tennessee  has 
BO  sneh  feelings.  Tennessee  is  no  haoks^nsss. 
Whence  came  the  committee  who  reported  this 
bill,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  gentlemen,  gives 
TeuoesseQ  suoh  undue  advantages?  Sir,  they 
•arae  from  five  different  States— Louisiana, 
Ohio,  Fennsylvgnia,  New  Tork,  and  Tennessee 
— the  chairman  happening  to  he  from  Tennessee. 
Bo  gentlemen  thmlc  that  the  chairman  had 
BDoh  infioeaoe  with  tiie  committee  as  to  indued 
them  to  report  a  biU  merely  to  &vor  Tenaes- 
«eet  I  do  not  believe,  or,  that  the  chalnnan 
had  any  saoh  inflnence ;  and  I  think  the  com- 
mittee will  deny  that  they  were  under  any  such. 

Sir,  my  colleagues  have  agdn  and  again 
BSBored  the  House  that  they  were  not  wedded 
to  48 :  that  they  felt  very  indifferent  as  to  the 
number  which  should  be  adopted.  For  my 
own  part,  Mr.  Speaker,  so  far  from  bdng  wed- 
ded to  this  number,  I  have  invariably,  when 
the  question  came  up,  voted  in  favor  of  all 
numbOTS  which  have  been  proposed  under  48. 

When  the  apportionment  was  first  mooted,  I 
am  free  to  oonfess,  rir,  that  my  fadings  were 
oiliated.on  th«  ^de  of  high  nnmben  The 
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first  consideration  which  gave  my  mind  a  dif- 
ferent direction  was  not  the-  great  principlo 
which  now  governs  me.  I  am  frank  to  con- 
fess, sir,  that  I  was  actuated  by  a  desire  that 
our  little  sister,  Bhode  Island,  should  not  be 
shorn  of  any  of  her  strength  in  this  House. 
But,  sir,  the  more  I  have  looked  into  this  aob- 
ject,  the  farther  the  disonssion  of  fundamental 

Erinciples  has  been  pushed,  the  more  and  mora 
ave  I  been  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  tbera 
is  more  danger  in  making  this  House  too  amall| 
than  in  making  it  too  large.  Ours  is  a  Govern- 
ment composed  of  different  features.  This 
House  constitutes  the  republican  feature.  This 
House  oonstatutes  the  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  which  the  people  are  most  fiuuilia^ 
and  most  intimately  and  vitally  connected.  I 
grant,  sir,  that  there  is  a  point  at  vhioh  ita 
numt)ers  must  be  limited ;  ont  in  my  humble 
opinion  that  point  is  not  yet  reached.  Sir^  I 
must  stop ;  for  I  find  myself  involuntarily  going 
into  the  ^neral  disooseaon,  which  I  did  not  in* 
tend  to  do,  and  whic^  I  will  not  do.  I  roaa 
merely,  aa  I  befwe  stated,  to  eorreot  wluA  I 
thought  to  be  an  erroneous  impression.  I 
wished  to  show  gentlemen  that  Tenneasea 
sought  no  undue  advantage  over  her  ^stcm^ 
That,  if  fortune  had  thrown  a  seeming  advan- 
tage in  her  way,  she  was  still  diapowd  to  be 
liberal ;  and  even  di^Kised  to  yield  a  portion  ai 
her  good  fortune,  to  the  end  that  power  and 
burden  might  be  more  equally  distributed.  Sir, 
I  repeat  that  I  have,  on  every  vote  taken  to 
strike  out  and  fill  with  a  less  number  than 
forty-ei^t,  voted  for  it.  I  felt  that  in  doing  so 
I  was  truly  representing  the  feelings  of  Tenner 
see.  The.presrat  moticm  htaag  merely  to  atriko 
out  48,  withoat  offiwing  to  msert  any.  other 
numbo-,  I  shall  be  oompdled  to  vote  ac^dnat 
If  the  motion  oan,  be  so  modified  as  to  insert 
another  'numbor  in  lieu  of  48, 1  will  still  vote 
as  heretctfore.  X  do  not  wish,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
dictate  to  this  House  the  course  they  i^ould 
pursue ;  hut  of  one  t^ing  I  feel  pretty  certain, 
and  thai;  la,  that  not  much  good  will  reanlt  from 
fbrther  diacassion  on  this  subject.  The  ques- 
tiou  has  been  thoroughly  and  aUy  discussed. 
My  friend  from  Vermont,  who  has  Just  taken 
his  seat,  has  occupied  the  whole  ground.  As 
to  bis  general  views  on  the  subject,  I  yield  them 
my  most  decided  approbation.  And,  in  con  elu- 
sion, sir,  I  must  do  him  the  Justice  to  aay  that 
I  have  been  much  interested  and  gratified  wUb 
the  expanded  and  Btatesmanlike  views  whidk 
he  has  expressed  on  the  aatjeet. 

The  question  on  striking  ont  "48  "  from  th* 
bill  was  decided  by— yeas  04,  nays  99. 

So  the  House  rtfhaed  to  strike  out  the  num- 
ber forl^-eight. 

Mr.  HuBSABD  moved  to  amend  the  bill  hj 
striking  oat "  forty-eight "  and  inserting  "  fwrtf- 
fuur,"  and  observed  that,  on  account  of  the 
lateness  of  the  hour,  (it  being  now  past  four 
o*olock,)  he  should  waive  what  he  considered 
to  be  his  privilege  of  addressing  t^  Hooae  in 
rapiKnt  <u  his  motion,  if  it  waa  its  pnpess 
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then  to  take  the  qaestion ;  vhen,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Cabson, 
The  UoDse  adjourned. 


'WiDmsDAT,  Fehmary  1, 

A^pportiotment  BiU. 

Mr.  HuBUBD  siud,that  vbile  the  bill  was 
nndar  the  oonsidenition  of  the  Ocnnmittee  <tf 
the  whcde  Honse,  he  had  made  a  motion  to 
ftmeod,  similar  to  tiie  one  which  be  had  now 
proposed.   Hbat  motion  was  dlsooBsed ;  every 

gentleman  who  had  any  thing  to  offer,  was 
eard — ^flully  heard;  days  were  spent  in  the 
diflcossioQ  of  the  sabjeot  It  wa*  even  then 
his  purpose  to  have  submitted  some  answer  to 
the  objections,  and  some  oonsiderationa  which 
had  inanoed  the  motion,  bnt  oiroumstanoes  bad 
prevented — the  question  was  taken,  afid  the 
vote  of  the  committee  was  against  the  motion. 
He  knew  fhll  well  that  the  oonrse  pnrsoed  by 
the  committee  prooeeded  from  no  nnkindness 
to  himself:  that  it  was  a  course  so^ested  by 
some  of  hia  heat  fHends,  Tet  he  was  perfectly 
aware  that  he  oonld  not,  oonslitHit  with  the 
rules  of  order,  answer  here  what  had  been  ob- 
jected to  elsewhere ;  that  he  oonld  not,  in  the 
HonsCf  advert  to  the  ailments  which  had 
been  nrgod  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
That  consideration  of  itself  created  embarrass- 
ment. It  was  also  a  &ot  within  his  recollec- 
tion, that  the  committee  had,  by  a  vote,  gone 
against  his  motion.  That  oircnmstanoe  woold 
have  restrained  him  from  making  any  fhrther 
effort,  had  he  not  been  enoonrt^ed  to  hope,  by 
the  rote  last  evraing  on  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tieman  frun  Eentwjky  to  ibike  ont  fwty- 
eigfat  Under  all  the  droomBtanoea,  lie  ftlt  im- 
paled hj  a  dntjf  he  owed  to  fafannU^  a  dnt^ 
he  owed  to  his  State,  to  anbmit  tome  general 
ooDfliderations  in  aopport  of  hie  motion  to 
amend,  and  also,  as  nu*  as  it  waa  projper  for 
him  so  to  do,  to  notice  some  of  the  otgeotioos 
which  had  been  urged  against  it 

What  is  the  purport  of  the  bill  reported  by 
the  committee  ?  '  What  does  it  propose  f  A 
division  of  political  p<>wer  among  the  members 
of  the  confederacy.  An  apportionment  among 
the  several  States,  for  the  coming  ten  years,  of 
the  representation  of  the  eoun^.  This  is  a 
sntjeot  of  no  ordiiury  eharaoter ;  it  is  a  sub- 
ject of  tiie  higheet  importance  to  the  American 
peo[^ ;  a  sabjeot  invt^ving  the  right  of  repre- 
sentation ;  a  ri^t  near  and  dear  to  every 
member  of  the  r^nblic.  If  this  bill^  as  re- 
ported by  the  ooramittee,  should  now  passi  the 
edfoot  wUl  be  an  nqjust  and  an  unequal  diatri- 
bntion  of  the  representative  political  power 
among  the  States.  Should  the  bill  pass,  Kew 
Hampshire  would  1m  entitled  to  five  representa- 
tives ;  the  amount  of  her  popolation  falls  a  lit- 
tie  short  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  thou- 
sand ;  and  by  the  establishment  of  forty<eight 
thousand  as  the  ratio  of  ret^esentatimi,  it 
laavea  her  a  fractioa*-*  portion  of  her  popoUr 
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tion  anrepresented,  of  twen^*nine  thonsuid 
three  handred  and  twenty^.  A  division  of 
this  remainder  among  tiie  number  of  hei  rep- 
resentatives would  produce  tbis^vsult — that 
the  ratio  of  her  representation  would  be  little 
short  of  fifty-four  thousand,  while  Tennessee, 
with  a  federid  population  of  6S6,2S8,  would  be 
represented  under  this  bill  at  a  ratio  of  48,097. 
In  this  instanoe,  there  is  a  most  oi^ast  effect 

firodnoed  upon  New  Hampahlre  by  the  eatab- 
Ishment  of  46,000  as  tiie  ratio  of  repreaentar 
tion. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  oonimittee  admits 
the  poi^t  that  an  increase  of  the  representation 
of  toe  eonatry  is  required.  That  fact  is  con- 
ceded. It  is  no  Icmger  a  matter  in  dispute. 
The  bill  itself  proposes,  in  effect,  to  add  twenty- 
Conr  to  the  present  number.  The  amendment 
proposes,  in  effect,  to  add  forty-six  to  the 
present  number.  And  this,  then,  is  the  ques- 
tion, and  the  only  question,  nused  by  the  amend- 
ment ;  Shall  twenty -four  or  shall  forty-«x  l>e 
added  to  the  House  of  Bepresentativest  /If  the 
ameodmrait  should  be  adopted,  the  latter  num- 
ber win  be  added;  if  the  amendment  fula,  the 
former  nmnber  will  only  be  added.  He  waa 
decidedly  fHendly  to  that  ratio  which  would 
give  the  greatest  addition  to  our  present  repre- 
sentation. He  would  himself  have  been  willing 
to  have  taken  even  a  leas  ratio  than  44,000 ; 
bnt  from  what  he  had  seen  in  this  House,  from 
what  he  had  heard  without  these  walls,  he 
beUeved  that  any  less  ratio  than  the  one  stated 
in  the  proposed  amendment  would  not  be  saiifr- 
tionedby  the  House. 

What  are  the  objections  which  have  been,  or 
which  can  b^  urged  against  a  nameroofl  ropro- 
aentation  t  It  hw  been  stated  tiiat  our  present 
nnmber  ta  aaflBoientiy  large  fbr  all  (vaotieal 
pnrpoaaa ;  that  any  addition  woold  'iqjuriously 
affeot  the  aetioa  of  this  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  that  it  would  tend  to  delay  the  transac- 
tion of  public  buraness ;  that  it  would  give  us 
a  mobocratio  character;  that  It  would  make 
confusion  worse  confounded;  that  it  wonld 
m^e  more  talking  and  less  acting  members. 

These  objections  had  failed  to  strike  him  witkt 
much  force.  He  bad  no  reason  to  believe  that 
the  people  were  dissatisfied  with  the  discussions 
and  debates  of  this  assembly.  To  them  it  was 
an  object  of  the  first  importance  that  the  vari- 
ous sul^eota  which  claimed  the  oonnderation  of 
Otngreaa  ahonld  be  fturly,  ftedy,  and  fully 
diaoused.  It  was  fhnn  the  debatea  of  this  and 
the  other  Hoi»e  .that  the  American  people 
aoqnired  tiie  knowledge  of  the  cbaraoter  and 
tendenoy  of  public  measures— (tf  general  legisl** 
timi.  It  had  also  been  stated  that  there  waa 
much  more  danger  of  comiptii^  a  nnmeroos 
than  a  limited  assembly.   He  dissented  alto- 

Sither  from  tite  correctness  of  this  position, 
ore  danger  of  oorrupting  a  large  than  a  small 
assembly  t  Then  it  must  follow  that  there 
would  be  greater  danger  of  corrupting  the 
whole  body  poUtio,  the  great  piass  of  the  com- 
munity, than  any  part  of  them.  The  idea  ia 
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foooded  in  error.  The  people  are  the  soorce 
of  all  politick  power.  The;'  are  most  em- 
phatically the  Bovereigns  of  the  laud.  The 
security  aod  the  pennaDeDoj  of  oar  free  insti- 
tatioQs  rest  on  tbur  virtae  and  their  int^i- 
gence.  There  can  be  no  possible  danger  of 
aestroying  the  fmuidatkuu  of  this  republio.  so 
long  as  a  virtnous  and  intelUjKut  people  shall 
be  mlly  represented  on  this  floor.  Unless  the 
foontun  shall  become  corrupt,  the  stream  will 
be  pare. 

He  was  in  favor  of  a  namerone  House,  be- 
canse  it  better  preservdd  the  relation  between 
the  constitaent  and  the  representative.  It 
must,  of  necessity,  bring  the  latter  nearer  to 
those  from  whom  he  has  received  power.  It 
most  lead  to  a  more  intimate  acqoaintanoe,  a 
more  tree  and  unreserved  inteoooorse  between 
persons  stuidiiu;  in  this  relation.  The  repre- 
aentative  is  xaam  the  depontoiy  of  the  iriahes 
<tf  his  oonatitaMita,  He  la  presomed  to  know 
and  to  understand  their  interests;  and,  hj 
everv  effort  in  his  power,  oonsistent  with  his 
pubbo  duties,  shonld  advance  those  ioterests. 

I^  then,  a  representative  would  be  faithful, 
he  must  know  his  constituents.  This  considera- 
tion bad  a  controlling  influence  in  his  mind, 
and  most  iudnoe  him  to  give  his  support  to  the 
proposed  amendment. 

He  did  not  purpose,  at  this  time,  to  go  into 
any  argument  showing  the  advantage  of  a 
numerous  assembly,  in  oomiteracting  Ezecntive 
influence,  or  the  inflaenoe  of  the  otaer  legislfr* 
tin  braodi  of  tiiis  Government;  that  gronnd 
had  been  fblly  ocenpied ;  and  moat  imiwrtant 
reasons  on  those  points  had  been  presented, 
•why  we  shonld  inoreaae  the  ttomber  of  our 
remsentation. 

Reference  bad  been  made,  in  the  course  of 
the  debate,  to  the  first  Congress,  contending 
that  tiiat  assembly  was  an  example  worthy  of 
imitation;  uid  urf^ng  that  if  that  Congress, 
consisting  of  only  mty-four,  could  then  transact 
the  public  business  of  the  colonies,  there  was 
Borely  no  ooossion  to  add  to  the  number  of  two 
hundred  and  thirteen,  for  the  convenient  trans- 
action of  the  public  business  of  the  States.  The 
<dd  Congress  was  constituted  on  no  fixed  role. 
It  was  an  assembly  of  choice  q)irits,  produoed 
^  the  most  presung  and  urgent  neoesrity. 
Sverj  State  in  the  ooofederaoy  aent  what  num- 
ber it  pleased,  not  exceeding  seven,  and  paid 
tiioae  sent  out  of  her  own  resources ;  and  each 
State  had  but  one  vote.  It  was,  in  short,  an 
assembly  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  war.  Then  we  had  no  com- 
merce ;  no  groat  manu&otnring  interests.  How 
different  is  the  state  oS  the  country  at  this 
period  of  our  history  ] 

But  what  was  the  language  of  the  fathers 
o(  the  repubUc — of  that  assembly  second  to 
none  on  earth  for  the  pnrity  of  its  patriotism, 
vhloh  first  convened  under  the  conatitntion  by 
which  the  great  interests  of  this  country  are 
Intended  to  be  nroteotedt  It  was  not  <»ily 
thedr  aignmeot)  out  their  moat  deliberate  aot^ 
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that  there  should  be  one  representative  to 
every  thirty  thousand  inhabitants.  At  that 
time  the  interests  of  the  oountry  were  so  multi- 
fiaripuB  and  extmave,  that  it  was  then  oon- 
ndured  that  the  popular  braodi  of  this  Govern- 
ment should  be  constituted  by  such  a  number. 
This  example,  and  these  precepts,  coming,  am 
they  do,  from  such  high  authority,  should  have 
effect  here ;  and,  by  adopting  the  amendment, 
you  would  carry  out  the  principles  of  our 
pditioal  i^ers. 

He  would  address  himself  to  the  representa- 
tives of  slaveholding  States,  to  bear  in  mind  the 
difference  between  their  sitoation  and  the  sitiur 
tion  of  those  who  represent  districts  peopled  as 
the  districts,  of  New  England  are.  Whue  tb» 
representative  ^tnu  Yir^ia^  trorn  tiie  peculiar 
popolati<Hi  of  his  district,  Is  enaUed  to  be  per- 
sonal^ known  to  the  fi-eemen  of  hia  (Batnet^ 
it  Is  not  BO  with  ubl  We  would  then  ai^  far 
stem  Justice  at  their  hands. 

tfr.  UoOaktt,  of  Indiana,  cmnmenoed  by  ob- 
servi^  that  he  q>proached  the  subject  before 
the  House  with  the  ^eatest  reluctance ;  not 
that  he  was  apprehensive  that  his  views,  with 
regard  to  it,  would  fail  of  reouving  whatever 
degree  of  attention  and  comdderation  they 
might  be  thought  entitled  to,  but  because  he 
had  been  unwilling,  from  the  first,  to  participate 
in  the  discussion  of  the  question,  and  to  con- 
tribute thereby  to  the  further  protraction  of  the 
debate,  and  retard  the  final  action  ci  the  House 
upon  the  bill.  He  had  been  impelled,  however, 
to  deviate  from  the  path  he  had  marked  out  for 
himself  in  relation  to  this  measora,  the 
course  which  the  debate  had  taken,  on  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, (Mr.  HuBBABD,)  and  the  line  of  argmnent 
pursued  by  other  gentiemen  of  the  House  in 
support  of  his  (Kr.  H.'s)  amendment.  He  had 
been  led  to  this  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  bis  consti- 
tuents, and  by  the  regard  which  he  neoesaaiily 
felt  for  the  interests  of  the  "West ;  and  to  these 
con^denttions,  which  had  induced  him  to  trou- 
ble the  House  with  a  few  remarks  upon  the  bill 
before  them,  might  be  added  a  third;  that 
was,  that  he  reguded  It  not  merely  as  a  qne^ 
tion  affeotuig  the  different  States,  with  reqteot 
to  the  apportionment  of  pc^tical  power  in  th« 
representative  assembly  of  this  nation,  bat  as 
involving,  also,  the  great  constitutional  prin- 
ciple, that  representation  should  be  equal :  and 
this  not  simply  that  it  stionld  be  eqnaUy  appot^ 
tioned  for  aoy  one  given  time,  bnt  during  the 
whole  period,  as.  far  as  could  be,  of  the 
operation  of  the  bill. 

Many  appeals,  he  observed^  had  been  made 
to  the  generosity  and  magnanimity  of  the  now 
States,  on  the  effect  which  the  ratio  of  forty- 
eight  thousand,  as  reported  in  the  bill,  would 
have  upon  the  interests,  or  the  relative  weight,  , 
of  tiie  older  States  of  the  TTuIml  A  very  elo- 
quent and  powerM  aj^teal  had  been  made.  In 
partioular,  hy  the  gentleman  from  MasBaohn- 
setts,  (Mr.  Baiocn,)  who,  in  the  oonrse  of  his 
intenflting  speech,  had  aaked  the  West  to  top 
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member  tbst,  in  the  don  of  ber  in&ra^  and 
weaknen,  sbe  was  taken  in  the  band  by  ber  elder 
nsters  of  the  Booth  and  the  East,  and  mtro* 
dooed  into  the  great  repnblioan  fiuidly  of  the 
notion  opon  principles  of  equality  and  jnatioe. 
Ur.  MoO.  here  observed  that  be  was  bound  to 
Bay,  in  vindication  of  the  West,  that,  for  the 
oontinnance  of  those  principles  of  eqnality  and 
Justice,  and  for  those  alone,  it  was  that  he  con- 
tended against  the  proposed  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  which,  as  the 
tables  before  them  demonstrated,  wonld  throw 
an  nnegnal  and  ai\fust  weight  opon  the  younger 
States,  by  placing  the  lai^»t  fractions  of  mi- 
representea  popolation  upon  those  which  bad,  at 
nrasoit,  and  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  must 
Lave^  in  future,  the  most  rapid,  and  progres- 
sively rapid,  increase  in  numbers.  He  sbonld 
not  att«npt  to  follow  the  whole  of  the  argu- 
ments of  we  gentleman  who  had  so  ably  spoken 
in  support  of  the  amendment,  even  if  he  imag^ 
ined  himself  citable  of  throwing  more  light 
upon  the  question  by  argument  alone.  He 
should  prefer  to  state  a  few  facts,  and  refer  to 
the  conclusions  which  it  would  be  apparent 
were  the  only  just  ones  that  could  be  drawn 
from  them,  as  to  the  faHacy  of  that  reasoning 
which,  admitting  the  great  and  important  prin- 
ciple of  an  eqnu  represei^tioD,  oontended  th^ 
tliat  desirable  end,  in.  oar  repahlioan  Govem- 
ment,  could  be  atwned  only  by  the  eetabliih- 
ment  itf  a  ratio  of  forty-four  llionaand. 

We  liave  been  told  that  the  West  is  rapidly 
growing  upon  the  old  States,  and  that,  tuere- 
fure,  we  ought  not  to  regard  the  qaantnm  of 
fractions.  Why,  this  is  the  very  reason,  in  my 
(pinion,. why  we  should  guard  agMast  an  une- 
qual amount  of  unrepresented  fractions ;  and  it 
is,  moreover,  the  very  reason  why  the- old 
States  should  be  content  with  their  share  of  the 
unrepresented  fractions.  The  enumerations  of 
the  populations  of  1820  and  1830  show  at  once 
the  fallacy  of  the  arguments  on  this  snbject. 

by  the  emigration  from  the  East  and  the 
South,  the  new  States  are  iDoreasing  in  popular 
tion  with  a  rapidity  beyond  all  preeeaent  in 
the  histoiT  of  the  world,  the  old  States,  with  a 
&w  and  those  few  very  limited  exceptions  are 
either  decreasing  or  remaining  stationary.  The 
result,  therefore,  of  large  fractions  being  tiirown 
upon  them,  is  comparatively  of  little  conse- 
quence ;  for,  if  we  are  to  judge  from  the  censuses 
of  1820  and  1880,  a  small  fraction  in  the  new 
States  will  increase  in  ten  years  to  more  tlian 
double  the  ratio  of  representation  itself;  whilst, 
in  the  old  ones,  a  large  fraction  will  either  be 
diministied,  remain  stationary,  or,  conudering  it 
in  the  most  favorable  point  of  view,  very  liUle, 
if  at  all,  exceed  the  ratio.  He  mi^t  abo  say, 
and  he  believed  that,  in  saying  so,  he  was  war- 
ranted by  the  facts  of  the  case,  that  the  old 
States,  even  at  the  present  time,  wonld  receive 
a  farther  benefit,  and  the  new  States  a  oorre- 
mKmding  injury,  from  the  ratio  of  repreeent&- 
tion,  whatever  it  might  be,  being  fixed  aecord- 
ing  to  the  censos  of  1880.  Biaoo  ibat  maraan- 


[H.  OF  K. 

tion  had  been  made,  vast  numbers  of  persons 
had  migrated  to  the  West;  those  persona 
were  neoessarily  added  to  the  existing  fraotions 
in  tiie  West;  and  the  mere  fact  (tf  tiieir  having 
crossed  the  mounttUns  since  the  census  was 
taken,  operated  to  deprive  tbem  of  their  equal 
weight  of  representation  on  this  floor.  Does 
not  this  affect  the  relative  strengtii  of  the 
States?  The  did  States,  though  Io«ng  a  part; 
of  their  population,  would  retam,  at  any  ratio, 
the  number  of  their  population  in  1880,  whilst 
the  West  would,  with  its  own  natural  increase, 
have  also  to  bear  the  fractional  weights  of  the 
redundant  population  from  the  East  and  from 
the  South. 

Hr.  Adaio,  adverting  to  the  lateness  of  ib» 
honr,  and  to  an  allnston  nude  alxrat  the  same 
time  of  day,  by  Mr.  Wilds,  to  a  passage  in  the 
memoirs  of  the  Cardinal  de  Beta,  as  to  the 
influence  of  tiie  dining  honr  on  political  affidrs, 
said  that  his  memory  recnrred  to  tUs  line  of  a 
British  poet: 

"And  wretches  bang,  that  jurymen  may  dine." 

Admonished  by  this  remembrance  he  would 
delay  the  House  only  by  a  statement  or  two  in 
reference  to  the  observations  which  had  now 
hew  made.  He  then  observed  that  the  argu- 
ment of  ICr.  SnrbaRLUiD,  as  to  the  share  of 
Kew  Hampshire  among  the  Secretaries  of  de- 
{wments,  wonld  not  apply  to  ICassaehnsetts. 
He  thm  qooted  the  language  of  the  constitution 
where  it  describes  the  qusiiflcations  necessary 
to  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and,  remarking  that  it  did  not  oont^n  the 
slightest  alludon  to  the  place  where  the  repre- 
sentative had  been  bwn,  inferred  that  the 
other  p^  of  the  aignment,  which  referred  to 
natives  of  Kew  England  representing  other 
States,  and  being  heads  of  departments,  had  its 
origin  not  in  the  constitution,  but  in  the  prollfio 
brun  of  the  gentieman  from  Pennsylvania. 

He  then  briefly  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
MoOabtt,  whmier  It  might  not  be  out  of  oom 
pasrion  to  the  old  tlurteen  States,  w  from 
whatever  other  motive,  he  should  be  greatly 
obliged  to  ^ntiemen  if  they  wonld  leave  the 
representation  of  tiiose  States  unimpaired.  He 
disclaimed  any  pretension  or  demand  on  their 
behalf  to  any  favors.  All  they  asked  was  equal 
justice,  and  he  was  quite  as  zealous  that  all  the 
other  States  should  retain  their  present  nnmber 
of  representatives,  as  that  Massaobnsetts  should. 
The  question  with  the  Western  States  was,  not 
whether  they  should  lose  any  part  of  their  rep- 
resentation, but  how  much  they  should  gain. 
He  did  not  envy  tbem,  nor  would  he  do  any 
thing  to  prevent  tb^  increase  of  members.  U 
the  number  44  should  prodnoe  that  effisot,  he 
hod  not  the  smallest  oljjection.  He  then  yn- 
sented  the  resnlt  of  a  calculation,  contrasting 
the  i^bot  of  the  bill,  as  reported,  on  the  States 
from  which  the  members  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee who  reported  it  individually  came,  with 
its  effect  on  tiiose  States  who  considered  them- 
selves aggrieved.  He  found  that  there  were 
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on  tLe  committee  one  frentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, one  from  FeniisylT&nia,  two  from  Kew 
York,  one  from  Ohio,  and  one  from  Mune. 
Dividing  the  popolatioa  of  those  States,  respec- 
tively, by  48  B9  a  common  ratio,  he  found  the 
result  to  be,  that  Tennessee  woald  have  one 
representative  for  every  48,007 ;  Pennsylvania, 
one  for  every  48,145  ;  New  Tork,  one  for  evwy 
49,054;  Ohio,  one  for  every  49,267 ;  and  Mune, 
one  for  ev&rj  49,987.  But  what  would  be  the 
oaae  with  the  Statea  aggrieved}  Maryland 
would  have  one  repreewtal^ve  for  every  60,780 ; 
Uassaohusetta,  one  for  every  60,867 ;  Kentnol^, 
one  for  every  61,819;  Georgia,  one  £or  every 
68,726 ;  New  Hampshire,  one  for  every  68,866 ; 
and  Vermont,  one  for  every  66,181. 

Ur.  Babstow  said  that  as  the  gentleman 
from  liassachiisetts  (Mr.  Adams)  had  gone  into 
a  calculation  to  show  that  the  committee  who 
reported  the  bill,  (of  which  be  had  the  honor 
to  be  a  member,)  were  aotnated  by  improper 
motives,  he  considered  it  hia  duty  to  repel 
every  such  insinuation.  [Here  Mr.  Adams  ex- 
pUuned,  and  said  he  meant  no  impeachment  of 
the  committee.]  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chnsetta  diac^aims  any  intention  of  impeaching 
the  motives  of  the  oommittee,  bat  the  gentle- 
man certainly  did  not  go  into  an  arithmetical 
oalonlation  to  show  that  the  States  whioh  had 
members  on  the  committee,  with  the  exception 
of  Louisiana,  bad  a  greater  representation  given 
them  in  the  bill,,  at  the  ratio  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, in  proportion  to  their  population,  than 
any  ot^er  States,  and  particmarly  them,  tha 
State  of  Massachusetts  and  other  States,  whose 
members  were  in  favor  of  44,000  as  the  ratio. 
The  Inference  to  be  drawn  from  these  oalcmflr* 
tions  of  the  gentLemao,  could  not  be  mistaken ;  it 
must  be  that  the  oommittee  were  governed  by 
interested  motives.  So&rasthiawaaintendedto 
apply  to  the  two  members  who  weceon  that  cwn- 
mittee,  from  the  State  he  had  the  honor,  in  part 
to  represent,  (the  State  of  New  York,)  he  trusted 
he  should  bo  able  to  show  that  whatever  might 
have  been  the  motives  of  the  other  gentlemen, 
members  of  the  committee,  the  members  from 
New  York  had  no  interest  to  promote  by  the 
ratio  of  48,000.  By  the  ratio  of  48,000,  which 
was  recommended  by  the  committee,  New  York 
would  have  the  greatest  possible  fraction  whioh 
she  oould  have  by  any  ratio  whioh  had  t>een 
pr^pcoed.  There  was  only  one  other  ratio  that 
naa  ever  been  contemplated,  that  would  leave 
as  great  a  fraotiffli  for  Kew  York,  as  48,000. 
That  ratio,  if  the  calonlations  on  our  taUas  are 
correct,  is  the  ratio  of  69,000,  whioh  would 
leave  precisely  the  same  fraction.  He  trusted, 
therefore,  he  had  bem  able  to  Aow  that  the 
members  of  the  committee,  from  New  York, 
are  clear  of  any  Just  cha^  of  selfishness  in  the 
course  th^  took  in  the  oommittee.  It  is  true 
he  did  not  prefer  the  ratio  of  48,000,  being  in 
favor  of  one  much  higher.  He  had  intended, 
1>eing  a  member  of  the  committee,  to  have 
made  some  remarks  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
different  jnopodtionB  whioh  had  beea  made; 


[FMunua*,  IMK, 

but  not  being  aoonatomed  to  speaking  liere,  anl 
others  appearing  desirous  of  being  heard,  he 
had  not  bought  proper  to  trouble  the  Hooss 
except  in  the  way  of  self-defence.  He  deenied 
it  his  duty,  on  all  occasions,  to  repel  any  innno- 
ations  that  might  be  thrown  out,  which  should 
leave  any  impresnon  upon  the  nunda  of  the 

Sablie  at  large,  or  of  the  members  of  this 
[oose,  that  he  was  governed  by  any  motive 
not  hon(»»Ue  to  hmaeU^  or  Just  towatda 

OthOTB. 

Mr.  Pole  also  npUed  to  Ibr.  Adamm.  Hw 
ratio  of  48  gave  Looiriana  bnt  one  repreaMit»> 

tive  to  67,000  persons,  yet  the  member  frtna 
that  State  bad  bean  in  favor  of  it,  and  was,  in 
fact,  the  person  who  had  moved  it  in  oommit- 
tee: If  the  gentleman  had  pursued  bis  calcol*- 
tions  a  little  farther,  he  would  have  found  that, 
at  the  ratio  of  44,  a  repreeentatire  from  Mis- 
souri would  have  66,000  constitnents,  Alsbaoui, 
62,000,  and  Illinois,  62,000.  Mr.  P.  farlhw 
stated  that  the  effect  of  48  would  be  to  give  to 
the  Northern  section  of  the  Union  a  fraction  of 
2,141 ;  to  the  Soathem  aectiou  of  2,702 ;  and 
to  Western  of  2,240,  while  the  result  of  44 
would  be  to  allow  to  we  Norliieni  section  b 
fVaotion  of  1,607;  to  Ihe  WeeteA  of  2,124; 
and  to  the  Soathern  (rf  9,861. 

The  question  was  thereupon  put  on  strildng 
ont  forty-eight  tiionsand  and  inserting  forty- 
four  thoiuaiid,  and  decoded  in  the  affinnatiTe  bj 
yeas  08— nays  96. 


FsniAT,  Febmary  8. 

WoihmffUmU  Otntmnial  MrOuhy, 

Mr.  Thou  AS,  of  Louisiana,  aaked  the  consid- 
eration of  the  following  Joint  resolution,  moved 
by  him  some  days  since : 

lUuXiMd,  That  if  the  Senate  concur  herein,  a  j<»nt 
committee  of  tbe  two  Houses  be  n^sed,  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  inquiring|  into  the  expediency  of  celebrating 
the  centeanial  birthday  of  General  George  Washing- 
ton. 

The  House  having  consented  to  oondder  the 
resolution, 

Mr.  ADAMS  suggested  to  themoverto  modify 
his  reeolatitai  by  striking  out  tiie  wwd  "  G«i> 

eral." 

Mr.  Thohas  aooqited  tbe  modification. 

Mr.  Tatlob  suggested  that  the  reaolution  be 
further  modified,  oy  striking  out  the  words  "if 
the  Senate  concur  herein,"  which  was  also  ao- 
eevted  by  the  mover. 

mx,  J^kiB  thou^t  it  would  have  been  better 
to  have  retidned  tite  word  "  Genml,"  and  in- 
sert before  it  tbe  word  "Jyu^or,"  so  as  to 
read  "Mf^or  General  George  Washington." 
He  considered  this  proper,  because  the  Suae  <tf 
General  Washington  rwted  ehiefly  on  his  mili- 
tary services,  and  Mr.  IL  moved  Ae  aUeratloa 
as  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Adams  sud  that  he  had  two  motives  for 
the  suggestion  he  had  previously  made— tiw 
first  was,  that  whaterar  mi^  be  the  eatunato 
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of  General  Waabington^s  dtaraetor,  formed  by 
the  wwld  at  large,  his  own  opinion  waa,  that 
hla  aerriees  to  the  oonntry  in  a  oivil  capacity 
were  quite  as  important,  and  as  worthy  of  com- 
memoration, as  his  militarr  achievements. 
then,  the  resolation  shonld  be  so  framed  as  to 
have  referunoe  oi^y  to  his  military  services,  its 
effect  wonld  be,  so  far  as  the  resolntion  was 
oonoemed,  to  cat  off  one-half  of  his  merit — his 
Moond  motive  was  to  give  tiie  resolntion  sim- 
plicity. The  nmple  name,  "  George  Washing- 
ton," expressed  more  than  if  it  were  aooom- 
panied  with  a  whtde  volmne  of  titles,  civil  or 
mUitai7. 

Mr.  Adair  made  a  reply ;  no  part  of  which 
eoold  be  heard. 

The  ^>ea]cer,  not  having  beard  the  gentle- 
man, inquired  whether  he  withdrew  faia  amend- 
ment ;  to  which  qoestion  he  waa  underatood  as 
replying  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  motions  <tf  Hr.  Ti.TLon  and  Ur.  Ho- 
«AN,  the  phraseology  of  the  resolntion  was 
amended,  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Retolxxdy  That  a  jt^t  oommittee  of  the  two 
Houses  be  ajnxdnted,  for  the  purpose  of  makiag  ar- 
raiiKetnents  for  the  celebration  of  the  centemiUl 
Ur^day  «i  George  WaahlDgtim. 

In  whioh  form  it  was  adopted  almost  nnani- 
monaly ;  and,  on  motion  of  Ur.  WiOKUFra,  it 
was  referred  to  a  committee  of  twenty-fonr, 
one  member  from  each  State. 

[The  following  gentlemett  composed  tlie  oom- 
mittee on  the  pwt  of  the  ^nse  of  Betffesenta- 
tives,  viz : 

Mr.  Thoius,  (^Lonisiana,  Mr.  Andkbson,  of 
Maine,  Ur.  Hubbabd,  Ur.  Aducs,  Ur.  BrntaBs, 
Kr.  HtnmBOTOV,  Ur.  Hmrr,  Ur.  OAKSbSLBNa, 
Hr.  L.  OoNDior,  Mr.  UuHuaiKBa,  Ur.  Uilu- 
QAX,  Mr.  HowABn^  Mr.  UoOot,  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  Haix,  of  Korth  Oircdina,  Mr.  I^rroir, 
lb*.  Thokpsoit,  of  Geonria,  Ifr.  'WiozLiFn,  Jit. 
Bell,  Mr.  Vjjiox,  Ur.  Booir,  Mr.  FtuiosiB,  Mr. 
DniKujr,  Mr.  Out,  Mr.  Ashlkt.] 


TuasDAT,  Tebmary  7. 
Apportummmt  £iU, 

The  question  was  still  on  Mr.  HunasD^s 
motion  to  fix  the  ratio  at  44,000. 

Ur.  Watmough  said  he  had  intended  to  give 
a  silent  vote  on  the  question  nnder  disonssioiL 
hat  the  peooliar  oirenmstauoes  in  which  he  had 
Ibond  hmuelf  plaoed,  indnoed  him  to  ask  the 
indnlganoe  of  the  House,  while  he  stated  the 
leaaons  of  die  several  votee  which  he  had  given, 
and  the  principles  which  oon^lled  him  to  ttaua 
alone  as  respected  his  own  dd^tion.  He 
shoold  do  this  as  contiisely  as  possible,  not  in 
the  hope  of  enlightening  tiie  House,  or  chaoging 
tile  final  vote  of  any  gentieman  on  this  floor ; 
but  rather  with'  the  view  of  making  himself 
distinctly  understood  as  well  here,  among  his 
honorable  oolleagues,  for  whose  opinions  he  en- 
tertuned  the  highest  regard,  as  at  home,  among 
tluae  who  were  Joatlj  entittod  to  be  InfonDed 

Toujour 
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of  his  sentiments  upon  aU  great  topics,  and  of 
the  particalar  gronnda  he  took  in  reference  to 
the  very  important  one  now  before  the  House, 
in  which  he  oonceived  them  to  be  so  deeply 

concerned. 

In  the  humble  view  I  take  of  this  matter,  I 
deem  it  important  that  this  the  popular  branch 
of  the  Qovemment  should  be  mcreased  to  its 
ntmost  business  limits,  before  any  partial  ex- 
pression can  or  onght  to  be  taken,  particularly 
on  this  floor,  of  the  nnaoundness  or  inexpediency 
of  the  principle  of  increase.  It  is  unqaeation- 
able  that  this  increase  must  take  place  at  a 
period  of  time  not  very  remote,  to  an  extent 
much  greater  than  that  now  called  for  by  the 
amendment  proposed — that  it  will  reach  even 
double  that  number,  even  within  the  probable 
duration  of  the  lives  of  many  honorable  mem- 
bers, now  within  these  waUs,  I  oan  have  no 
doabt  Is  it  not,  therefore,  better  that  this 
great  experiment  of  representative  Govern- 
ment shoold  be  fairly  tried,  now,  while  oar 
blessed  country  is  in  a  state  of  comparative  in- 
nocence and  virtue  t  'Is  it  not  better  that  it 
should  commence  now,  under  the  most  favor- 
able oircumAanoea,  and  progress  gradually  with 
the  increase  ot  onr  popmation,  the  enlai^ement 
of  our  interests,  and  the  growth  of  mental  im- 
provement throug^nt  our  land  ?  Or,  ur,  shall 
we,  acting  under  a  fttal  illarion,  consent  to 
IK)stpone  this  increase  to  a  period  when  licen- 
tiousness shall  have  in  some  measure  displaced 
that  sober  sense  of  liberty  which  now  charac- 
terizes our  people?  When  the  briebt  light 
which  has  hitherto  illumed  the  path  of  our 
public  councils  shall,  perhaps  in  the  too  natival 
course  of  events,  have  faded  and  become  dim 
as  it  recedes  from  that  immortal  source  from 
whence  it  flrst  drew  its  existence!  When 
avarice  shall  have  corroded  the  hearts  of-  our 
countrymen,  and  expelled  the  elevs^  spirit  ol 

Sitriotinn  which .  actuated  onr  forefathers! 
r  the  love  of  power,  almost  the  first  principle 
developed  in  our  infoncy,  and  in  nations  as  in 
individnala,  manifesting  itself  in  a  due  ratio 
with  the  means  to  gratify  it,  shall  have  turned 
tiie  minds  of  men  fnm  the  pure  and  simple 
oontraaplation  of  republican  integrity?  Or, 
until  ambition,  whether  of  a  civil  or  military 
character,  shall  have  infused  its  poison  into  the 
body  politic !  Or  the  increased  means  of  luxu- 
rions  indalffence  shall  have  enervated  the  minds 
and  debased  the  characters  of  our  youth,  and 
disqualified  them  for  that  career  of  public  nse- 
folness  whioh  la  now  open  to  all  of  t&emf 
Then,  toOj  when  added  to  other  evils,  tiie  spirit 
of  dissension  shall  reign  paramount,  and  ^aoe 
insaperable  bars  to  the  noion  of  men  to  eflbet 
any  laudable  desi^  whatever.  I  trust  not, 
sir.  I  think  it  will  hardly  be  contended  that 
this  is  the  course  it  becomes  us  to  adopt.  The 
people  have  plaoed  us  here  as  sentinels  upon 
the  gTMt  bulwark  of  their  liberties.  And,  sir, 
they  will  expect  at  onr  hands  the  establishment 
of  every  guaranty  by  whioh  those  liberties  can 
beaeoueo. 

Digitized  by  Google 


Jfportitmment  BUL 


678 


ABBIDGUENT  OF  THE 


H.  or  E.] 

Bat,  said  Mr.  W_  not  oqIj  U  the  present  in- 
crease expedient.  I  consider  it  a  positive  ne- 
oessitj  arising  from  oar  form  of  Gtovermnent, 
and  purely  incidental  to  the  expansion  of  onr 
population,  and  of  the  vast  interests  involved 
therein.  It  was  aptlj  and  profonndlj  remarked 
by  fJie  honorable  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  WiLLUUB,)  that  the  bill  before  the 
Honse  involved  the  ^ndamental  principles  of 
oar  Government,  and  as  aoch  it  onght  to  be 
proached.  I  agree  altogether  wiu  the  honor- 
able gentieman,  and  as  mdh  only  can  I  consent 
to  approach  it  Xn  vain  have  I  endeavored  to 
discover  a  single  argument  calcniated  to  in- 
validate this  position  of  the  Mends  of  alow 
ratio.  Objections  have  been  urged  against  in- 
crease, arising  from  the  form  and  construction 
of  Uiis  Hall.  I  agree  with  my  honorable 
friend  from  North  Carolina,  (if  by  that  title  he 
will  allow  me  to  call  him,)  that  it  would  be 
better,  far  better,  to  level  this  splendid  edifice 
to  the  ground,  rather  than  let  it  stand  an 
obstacle  in  the  way  oi  a  fbll  representatiMi  of 
the  whole  people  ot  this  TTdIoil  Btftw, 
revert  to  the  primeval  ainn^ioit^  <tf  oar  Saxon 
ancestors  of  old,  or  oar  red  breUiren  of  the  fiu* 
West,  and  meet  in  oar  "  ooanoil  of  wise  men," 
onder  the  broad  canopy  of  heaven. 

The  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  forty- 
eight  thousand,  and  inserting  forty-four  thou- 
sand, and  dedded  in  the  negative— yeas  88, 
nays  102. 


Wkdhudxt,  February  8. 

Beport  on  the  Tariff. 

Ilr.  ifcDuFFiz,  tram  the  Oonnnittee  of  Ways 
and  Ibana,  reported  the  fi^owii^  Mil : 

A  Bitl  to  jeMfKC*  md  SqtitUiM  04  i>irftM  on  At- 

Be  it  maeted,  That,  fivm  and  after  the 
tOth  day  of  Jane  next,  there  shall  be  levied,  col- 
lected, and  paid,  on  all  iron  and  steel,  salt,  sugar, 
ootton  bagging,  hemp,  flax,  uid  manoflustares  of 
iron,  ootton,  and  wool,  imported  into  the  United 
Stales,  duties  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
and  no  more,  until  the  80tn  of  June,  1838;  after 
which,  the  said  daUes  shall  be  eighteen  and  tbree- 
fburtha  per  centum  ad  valorem,  and  no  more,  mttil 
theSOth  of  Jnne^  1884;  after irtileh,  the  sud  dndea 
ahall  be  twelve  and  a  half  per  oentom  ad  valcnem, 
and  no  more. 

And  be  it  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the  80th 
day  of  June  next,  there  ^oll  be  levied,  collected, 
and  paid,  on  all  other  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  States,  twelve  and  a  half  per  centam  ad 
valorem,  and  no  more ;  except  such  arttdes  as  are 
now  imported  free  of  duty,  or  at  a  lower  tmte  of  ad 
valorem  doty  than  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum. 

The  above  bill  (which  was  twice  read  and 
oommitted)  was  accompanied  by  a  report  of 
considerable  length.   When  it  was  announced, 

Mr.  Inokbsoll  sud  he  would  avail  himself  of 
the  present  moment  to  state  to  the  Uonse  tiiat  he 
^ered  toto  eah  from  the  nuyority  of  the  oom- 
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mittee  by  whom  the  report  had  been  made.  It 
was  true  he  stood  in  a  small  minority  in  the 
Gsmmittee  of  Ways  and  Means  ontbtsqaesdon, 
only  one  geutlem^  the  honorable  member  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr,  Giuiorb,)  agreeing  with 
him  in  committee  in  regard  to  Uie  protective 
[Kilioy  of  the  country.  He  had  heard  the  r^wrt 
read  bat  once,  and  Iiad  no  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine it  before  its  latoodnotion ;  it  was  a  long 
manosoript  of  some  thirty  pages,  and  further  time 
would  be  necessary  before  the  minority  would 
be  able  to  prepare  a  counter  report,  expreasii^ 
their  views,  which  they  intended  to  do  hwe- 
after.  He  considered  Uie  principles  of  the  re- 
port and  the  accompanying  bill  as  aiming  at  the 
subversion  of  the  manufacturing  interests,  the 
great  mechanical  interests,  and,  he  might  *dd, 
the  navigating  interests  too,  at  least  so  ftr  as  the 
fisheries  are  oonoemed,  for  the  levelling  doc- 
trines put  forth  make  no  distinction  on  the  rate 
of  duties  on  any  kind  of  imports,  however  they 
might  bear  on  either  of  those  great  iatweeta  re- 
ferred to :  all  were  broo^t  down  to  twelve  and 
a  half  per  cent,  thus  uprooting  the  eariiest  mpA 
wisest  policy  of  the  republic.  He  felt,  there- 
fore, bound,  in  ocnmnon  with  his  fiiend  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Giluobb,)  to  meet  the  re- 
port with  a  protest  at  its  first  introduction  her& 
as  they  had  done  in  the  committee  room,  and 
should  reserve  to  himself  dud  his  associates 
who  went  with  him,  the  ri^t  of  presenting 
their  objections  more  in  detail  hereaftw,  and  in 
a  more  formal  manner. 

Mr.  Vbbplanok  remarked  that  he,  too,  as  a 
member  oi  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
must  ask  to  be  indulged  in  the  same  privilege 
which  he  had  just  claimed  for  one  of  his  col- 
leagues on  the  oommittee,  and  to  e^qiress  his 
own  dissent  from  the  report  just  made  by  thrir 
ohrirman.  It,  however,  was  his  misfortune  on 
this  oocauon  to  ooonpy  a  ringnlar  and  solitsry 
position  on  the  committee,  differing  very  widely 
from  the  views  of  those  with  whom  he  bad 
often  before  acted  on  similar  occasions,  without 
agreeing  with  the  prindples  and  objects  of  that 
minority  who  ably  represented  the  manufaotor- 
ing  interests.  The  report  made  by  the  chair- 
man, and  in  which  tbe  three  Bouthem  munbera 
of  the  committee  had  concurred  with  him,  oon- 
tuned  many  principles  and  arguments  in  whidt, 
sud  Hr.  v.,  I  folly  agree ;  but  I  tanst  whdiy 
protest  against  much  of  it,  wHuh  roproaonta 
the  great  burden  of  the  existing  tariff  laws  as 
falling  almost  exclusively  in  heavy  taxation 
upon  the  planting  or  cotton  exporting  States, 
wliilst  the  Northern  and  Middle  States  receive 
from  it  nothing  but  benefits.  I  cannot  assent 
to  any  report  on  tiiis  subject,  which  denies  or 
omits  to  notice  the  heavy  weight  laid  by  an 
extravagant  and  ill-jnc^d  tariff  upon  the  free 
laborer  of  the  North ;  the  effect  produced  in 
dimiuiahing  the  real  reward  and  wages  (tf  free 
labor ;  to  say  nothing  of  its  operation  npon  oon>- 
mercial  enterprise.  If  I  could  think  that  my 
opinions  on  these  and  other  points  on  whi(^  I 
differed  from  my  oolleagues  on  both  sides  of  the 
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oommittee,  were  in  any  sense  original  or  peon- 
Uar,  I  eoold  not  haTe  Uiooght  of  indnlging  anj 
pride  of  opinion,  by  tiias  obtruding  them  upon 
tiie  HoQse.  But  I  am  confident,  that  if  alone 
in  these  viewi  ia  ttie  oommittee  room,  X  am  not 
M  in  this  House.  At  any  rate,  I  am  rare  that 
I  e:q>r«aB  the  oonviotioa  of  a  nomeronB  and  in- 
telligent "body  of  my  own  immediate  ooostita- 
ent$,  and  of  no  incoosiderable  number  of  other 
TBlnable  dtisens  ot  the  Btate  in  part,  lepre- 
Mint. 

Btill  this  report  contains  much  higher  matter 
— many  weighty  opinions  and  arguments  lo<ndly 
and  powerfully  nt^ed — argnments  that,  if  erro-' 
neons,  (as  I  think  they  pwtly  are,)  are  yet  en- 
titled to  the  most  serious  consideration  of  the 
people  of  Qiis  Union,  as  expresaiog  the  deliber- 
ate and  de^felt  oonTietiona  ctf  a  great  body  of 
tiicdr  brethren.  It  ia  for  these  reasons  that  I 
ahaU,  as  soon  as  It  is  in  order,  move  for  the 
printing  of  fire  thoosand  additional  copies  for 
aistribntion.  In  the  mean  time,  I  must  make 
(his  personal  protest  as  to  mach  of  its  doctrines, 
resernng  to  myself  the  right  of  doing  it  here- 
after, in  a  more  formal  manner,  by  a  counter 
report,  or  upon  tbe  floor  of  this  House. 

In  r^ard  to  the  bill  aooompaD3riDg  this  re- 
port, I  f<;el  it  my  dnty  to  add  that  I  did  not 
i^ree  to  the  expediency  of  tntrodndng  it  in  this 
form,  whatever  I  might  have  thought  of  it 
theoretically,  and  under  other  circnmstanoes. 
From  the  low  point  of  final  reduction  proposed, 
the  ra^^ty  of^reduotion,  'and  the  sweeping  ex- 
tent of  its  operation,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to 
oflbr  any  satis&ctoir  basis  for  the  a4jnatment 
of  that  disturbing  question  which  tbreatena  to 
rend  this  nation.  For  snoh  an  adjustment  I 
had  hoped  at  the  beginning  of  this  session.  I 
still  hope  for  it,  though  often  fearing  that  I  am 
hoping  against  hope.  Tet  I  do  still  look  around 
me,  and  especially  to  some  parts  of  this  House 
— [here  Mr.  V,  appeared  to  address  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures] — with 
the  strong^  hope  of  ^et  participating  in  a  course 
of  legislation  conoeived  in-  the  spirit  of  peaoe^ 
and  resaltiug  in  peace.  Until  then  I  must  pro- 
test ag^nst  bdng  c(mndered  a  party  to  any 
measure  or  any  expression  of  opinion  oaloulated 
to  prevent  or  oday  soeh  measares. 

The  report  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Report  on  Steam  Garriaget. 
Mr.  MsBOBB,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Boads 
and  Canals,  reported  the  fi^owiog  resolution  ^ 

Retolved,  That  the  report  of  a  Select  Committee  of 
die  House  of  Oommoiu  of  Great  Britain,  beariDg 
date  October  12th,  1831,  on  the  use  of  etcam  car- 
riages on  common  roads,  vitb  the  minutes  of  evi- 
dence, and  appendix  attached  thraeto,  be  printed. 

ySx.  SpnoHT  was  not  disposed  to  oavil  at  any 
means  by  which  information  mi|dit  be  affiled 
to  the  House ;  but  when  called  npon  to  vote 
away  a  portion  of  the  public  money  for  the  pur- 
pose of  printing  a  wwk,  he  thoof^t  it  doe  to 
niouel^  and  to  thoae  wlK»n  he  rqvesented,  to 
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ascertain  what  was  the  value  of  the  work  to 
the  public,  for  which  a  disbnrsemetit  of  tiie 
pnbhc  money  was  sought.  He  should  like  the 
work  in  question  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  that 
members  might  have  an  opportonitr  of  exam- 
ining and  Jndging  for  themselves  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  making  an  appropriaticm  the  ptibllc 
money  for  the  purpose  of  priDting  it 
'  Mr.  MiBoxn  said  that  the  iDfonnation  con- 
tained in  the  report  could  not  be  otherwise 
obtdned  at  an  expense  short  of  three  thousand 
dollars.  It  was  a  proportion  of  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Internal  Improvements,  not  one  of  hisl 

Mr.  HOWA.BD  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  the  propriety  of  amending  his  motion, 
so  as  to  have  an  extra  numlier  of  copies  printed. 

Mr.  ManOBB  sud  that,  acting  nnder  the  orders 
of  tbe  committee,  he  could  not  at  that  time 
oSve  such  an  amendment;  when  the  copies 
ordered,  however,  should  be  soppHed,  a  moticai 
might  be  made  fbr  printing  an  exba  number, 
if  gentiemen  thought  proper. 
'  Mr.  MiTOHBLL  was  quite  as  anxious  that  the 
House  shonld  be  well  informed  on  every  sal^ect 
as  any  ^ntieman  on  that  floor ;  but  he  thought 
they  might  as  well  publish  a  book  on  mathe* 
matios  Si  the  public  expense,  as  the  subject  be- 
fore them.  He  thought  they  oould  only  au- 
thorize the  printing  of  such  works  as  sprung 
immediatdy  out  of  sut^ects'b^ore  the  House; 
and  such  was  not  the  case  with  the  report  In 
question. 

Mr.  EvKanr  wonld  ofifor  one  or  two  obaer- 
■rations.  It  was  bat  a  week  since  tiiat  the 
Oommittee  on  Forei^  Affairs  had  moved  fat 
the  printing  (tf  a  report  of  a  oommittee  of  the 
British  House  of  Parliament  on  the  subject  ot 
tJie  cholera  morbus;  and  a  gentieman  fl*om 
New  York  had  subs^uent^  moved  the  print* 
ing  of  a  numtrar  of  extra  oopies.  Ko  gentleman 
had,  on  those  occasions,  objected  to  the  consti- 
tutionality of  appropriating  poblio  money  fat 
the  printing  of  works  on  medicine  or  nosology. 
He  wonld  not  be  understood  to  place  those 
matters  which  affected  the  health  or  life  of  the 
communis,  on  a  parity  with  those  relating  to 
internal improvementi;  botitmustbeadmitted 
that  every  thing  whioh  oould  ftdHtate  the  lat- 
ter, was  of  great  interest  and  impcvtanoe  to  the 
whole  commonwealth. 

ApportioMiMKt 

The  questdon  depending  at  tlie  time  of  ad- 
journment yesterday  was  on  striking  out  the 
ratio  of  48,000,  and  inserting  46,000. 

The  question  upon  t^is  amendment  was 
forthwith  taken  without  debate,  and  dedided  in 
the  n^uitive — yeas  66,  nays  118. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDox  moved  to  strike  out  48,000^ 
and  insert  46,000. 

This  motion  was  also  negatived— yeas  71, 
nays  116. 

Mr.  Vanoi  then  moved  4^400  as  a  robflti- 
tate  for  the  ratio  of  48)000. 

Mr.  AnaHS)  of  MaasBohnsetts,  tiien  rose,  and 
addressed  the  Stonse  aa  follows : 
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Hr.  Speaker:  As  this  is  probably  the  last 
opportuDity  which  will  be  afforded  for  present- 
ing to  the  House  conBiderations  in  behalf  of 
those  States  which  are  ^srieved  bj  the  ratio 
of  representation  fixed  in  the  bill  reported  hj 
the  committee,  I  feel  myself  impelled,  by  an  ir- 
resistible sense  of  dnty,  to  offer  some  remarks ; 
in  doing  which,  howeTcar,  I  promise  not  to  tres- 
pass long  npon  the  indnlgence  of  the  House. 

In  the  first  place,  I  would  draw  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  hardship  of  the  case  of  the 
States  a^rieved.  Borne  days  since,  after  a  long 
and  full  discassion  of  the  qnestion  between  the 
nomber  of  46,000  reported  br  the  oommittee, 
and  of  44,000,  which  will  leave  every  State 
without  oartailment  of  her  representation  upon 
this  floor,  the  House  did  decide,  by  a  vote  of 
ninety-eight  to  ninety-aix,  in  favor  of  the  latter 
nnmber ;  a  vote  by  which,  I  did  flatter  myself, 
that  those  who  had  the  power  of  life  and  death 
in  their  hands  would  permit  ns  all  to  live — for 
to  take  away  from  any  State  of  Uie  Union  a 
part  of  her  representation  in  this  House,  is  to 
take  from  her  a  part  of  her  lifb. 

The  next  day,  nowever,  a  respected  member 
from  Pennsylvania,  for  whose  vote  I  had  feit 
grateful  the  day  before,  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  that  vote ;  I  took  the  liberty  to  inquire  what 
were  his  reasons  for  moving  tiiat  reconsidera- 
tion ;  he  answered  that  it  was  because  there 
were  members  present  who  had  been  absent 
the  day  before,  and  who  wished  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  vote  upon  the  question.  They  did 
vote,  and  the  decision  of  the  preceding  day  was 
reversed  by  ft  vote  <tf  (me  bnndred  to  ninety- 
fimr.  Bnt  observe^  air,  that  1^  nnmber  of 
voters  was  preelsd^  the  same.  If  these  new 
members  had  come  in  to  vote  the  second  day, 
there  was  an  equal  nnmber  who  had  voted  the 
day  before,  and  who  were  then  absent ;  so  that 
we  had  not  only  to  contend  with  the  new 
comers,  but  lost,  by  absence,  votes  which  had 
been  ^ven  for  us  the  day  before.  We  also  lost 
two  votes  from  Pennsylvania,  which  had  been 
with  us  the  preceding  day,  but  were,  on  the 
reconsideration,  against  us.  The  decision  of 
the  question,  then,  is  in  the  will  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. To  her  were  tiie  aggrieved  States  in- 
debted for  the  decision  in  their  fSivor ;  to  her 
lonBt  they  attribute  the  reversal  of  that  dednon. 

In  the  debate  of  the  day  npon  which  we 
were  so  fortunate  as  to  cany  the  ratio  of  44,000, 
I  had  taken  the  occasion  to  remark  the  ringnlar 
ooin<adence  between  the  compo^tion  of  the  com- 
mittee which  reported  the  bill,  and  the  number 
of  48,000  fixed  as  the  ratio  of  the  representation 
in  it.  The  cburman  of  the  committee  is  a  citi< 
zen  of  the  State  of  Tennessee.  There  were  on 
the  committee  one  member  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  two  from  New  York,  one  from 
Ohio,  one  from  Mune,  and  one  from  Louisiana. 
These  «z  States  have  now  nine^-three  members 
on  this  floor,  while  the  six  States  soecially 

gjnred  by  the  ratio  reported  in  the  bill,  New 
ampahire,  Massaohnsetts,  YermoDt,  Maryland, 
Georgia,  uid  J^tncky,  have  only  fifty-Anir 
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members.  The  two  States  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  alone  have  sixty  members — six 
more  than  the  a^egate  number  of  the  tar  in- 
jured States.  Becnrring  again  to  the  ratio  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  it  will  be  seen  that,  to 
the  State  of  Lonisiana,  there  is  scarcely  any 
difference  between  the  ratio  reported,  and  that 
now  proposed  in  its  stead ;  nor  is  there  ai^ 
mtUenal  diflte^nee  to  tiie  States  of  Kenr 
York,  Ohio,  and  Mune.  But  with  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  to  which  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee beloDgs,  and  with  the  State  of  FenBsyl- 
vania,  of  which  one  member  of  the  ctHnmittoe 
is  a  eitizen,  the  case  is  not  the  same.  So  pe- 
cnliarly  adapted  is  the  reported  number  <^  48,- 
000  to  the  returns  of  the  census  from  those  two 
States,  that  it  gives  to  Tennessee  thirteen 
members,  with  a  population  of  626,268 ;  and  to 
Massaehnsetts  only  twelve  members,  with  a 
population  of  610,407.  It  g^ves  to  Pentufylvania 
•twenty-eight  membera,  one  for  every  48,146 
Book  in  the  State,  and  to  Yermont  on^  five 
members,  or  one  for  tmrj  66,181  sonu.  la 
this  what  the  oonstitntion  prescribes — a  repre- 
sentation according  to  numbers?  The  State 
of  New  York  did  not  carve  for  herself.  lieFe 
is  llttie  difference  between  the  two  numbers  to 
her,  mi  we  find  her  members  on  this  floor 
voting  diversely  u^on  the  questions  which  have 
arisen.  But  bow  is  it  with  Pennsylvania,  now 
the  dictatorera  of  this  apportionment?  She 
has  twenty-six  members  on  this  floor.  With 
one  or  two  exceptions,  she  has  voted  in  solid 
phalanx  against  us.  One  of  her  members, 
(Colond  WATMottOH,)  indeed,  has  uniformly 
voted  in  favor  of  the  injured  States.  He  gare 
us  yesterday  his  opinions,  in  a  manner  to  wmc^ 
the  House,  and  I  trust  the  nation,  will  do  jus- 
tice. "Whatever  the  effect  of  the  vote  now  to 
be  ^venmay  be,  his  opinions  were  delivered  in 
a  manner  honorable  to  himself^  and  which  will 
reflect  honor  upon  his  constituents.  There  waa 
no  selflsh  or  contracted  prineiple  of  exdusive- 
nesB  in  his  system ;  it  waa  founded  on  the  purest 
basis  of  republicanism — on  those  prinuples  of 
conciliation  and  of  mutual  concession  which 
ought  to  govern  all  the  councils  of  this  Union, 
and  of  which  we  have  more  than  ever  need  at 
this  time.  With  that  exo^tion,  and  one  num, 
yielded  for  one  day,  and  then  decimve  in  oar 
favor— but,  I  lament  to  say,  the  next  da^  with- 
drawn, witii  like  but  opposite  effect — wttii  one 
or  two  of  these  exceptions,  Pennsylvania  has 
moved  in  solid  column  to  snstain  the  ratio 
which  suits  herself,  and  which  is  so  unequally 
oppressive  on  six  of  the  smaller  States  of  the 
Union.  I  do  not  mean  to  complain  of  the  hon- 
orable members  from  Pennsylvania.  I  merely 
state  and  lament  the  fact.  They  have  donbtless 
done  what  they  consider  to  be  their  duty.  As 
the  representative  of  a  portion  of  the  people  of 
a  State  wMoh  at  the  mrst  ffi^ganization  of  this 
Govwnmeot  had  a  represoitaticm  in  this  Hoosa 
ot  numbers  equal  to  her^  now  reduced  and 
divided  into  the  oondltion  of  a  amaU  fitate^  I 
obeerre  with  no  Invidioiu  foeliog  that  Bwelling 
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tide  of  promeri^  which  has  yielded  bo  lama  an 
increase  to  ner  represeDtation  here ;  but  if  the 
effect  of  that  increase  ie  to  be  what  we  are  now 
witnessing,  I  ask  gentlemea  to  consider  what 
the  condition  of  the  smaller  States  of  the  Union 
will  be.  Onoe  in  every  ten  years  to  have  Uie 
apportiooment  of  tfa^r  representative  nnmbers 
fixed  with  extreme  partiality  and  inequality  by 
one,  or  certainly  by  a  combination  of  two  of 
the  larsest  States  I  What,  for  instance,  ooold 
resist  uie  combination  of  the  two  States  of 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Tork,  eveo  now  return- 
ing sixty  votes  in  this  House,  to  establish  any 
ratio  of  representation  which  shonld  precisely 
suit  themselres,  and  at  the  same  time  mvor  one 
portaon  of  the  un^er  States,  to  the  grievons 
oppression  of  another  t  If  this  example  should 
now  be  set,  how  much  more  at  the  mercy  of 
those  States  will  the  rest  be,  with  their  in- 
creased preponderance  at  the  next  apportJon- 
ment  ten  years  hence ;  and  how  can  the  smaller 
States  expect  ever  to  obtain  relief? 

Mr.  CoDLTBs  replied  at  some  lengthy  and 
saVmitted  his  reasons  for  reusting  the  ^ipaal 
of  Mr.  Aduu,  and  for  o^Kidng  the  amend- 
ment 

Kr.  Ou.T  and  Pole  also  opposed  the 
amendment,  and  Mr.  Watitb,  Mr.  Lktohicb,  Mr. 
CUbson,  and  Mr.  Slaps  advocated  it 

At  length,  after  loud  calls  for  the  question, 
the  question  was  taken — ^yeas  97,  nays  97. 

The  House  belog  equally  divided,  the  Speaker 
voted  in  the  aflOrmative,  and  decided  the  ques- 
tion in  &vor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Tatlob  then  rose,  and  s^d  there  had 
been  no  opportunity  for  taking  the  sense  the 
House  on  a  ratio  lai^  than  that  reported  in 
the  bill,  and  to  get  at  that  object,  he  moved  to 
recommit  the  biu  to  a  Select  Oommittee,  with  in- 
etrnctions  to  strike  ont  the  ratio  of  44,400,  and 
insert  6S,000.  This  ratio,  he  stud,  would  ^ve 
the  least  possible  increase  to  the  presoit  numl>er 
of  representatives,  namely,  one  membw. 

Mr.  Bfiiooa  moved  an  acUonnunent  Lost- 
yeas  69.  nays  102. 

Mr.  Tatlob  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
his  motion,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Mrohbu^  of  South  Garolina,  renewed 
the  motion  to  aqloium ;  whidi  was  also  negat 
tived. 

The  qneetiou  on  the  motion  for  recommit- 
ment, was  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  66, 
uqralSO. 


Thubsdat,  February  9. 
Steam  Garriagea  on  Eoadt. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Mebobb,  from  the  Oom- 
mittee on  Internal  Ii^rovementa,  to  print  tiie 
report  of  the  British  House  of  Commons  on  the 
subject  of  the  operation  of  steam  'oaniagee  on 
roads,  coming  up, 

Mr.  Oahbbelbno  thought  that  if  it  were 
proper  to  mpropriate  five  thousand  dollan  an- 
nually for  uie  purpose  of  a  Ubcaiy  for  the  use 
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of  Oongress,  it  was  equally  proper  to  vote  for 
an  appropHatiou  whlcn  would  di£Ehse  informfr- 
tioD,  universally  useful,  not  only  amongst  the 
members  of  that  House,  but  throughout  uie  nar- . 
tion.  He  wonld  go  as  far  as  the  genUeman 
from  Sontii  Carolina,  who  spoke  upon  this  sub- 
ject on  a  preceding  nay,  as  to  the  conntitutional 
questiOD,  but  he  did  not  consider  the  present 
would  be  an  infringement  on  the  principles  of 
the  constitution,  if  the  annual  vote  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  Library  of  Congress  was 
not  so  considered. 

Mr.  MiTOHBLL,  of  South  Carolina,  siud  be  had 
not  objected  to  the  constitutionally  (rf  the 
propositioQ,  but  to  its  expediency.  Be  was  as 
great  an  advocate  for  free  trade  as  the  gentle- 
man frun  New  York  was  for  internal  improve- 
ments ;  but  he  should  not  feel  himself  justified 
in  calling  on  that  Hottse  to  appropriate  mon^ 
for  the  printing  of  a  work,  coDtaining  an  ex- 
position of  the  advantages  of  free  trade.  And 
what  was  the  work  before  them  but  a  work  on 
mechanics  f 

Mr.  Dbatton  was  willing  that  the  same 
course  should  be  pursued  as  to  tfa'^  present 
work,  which  was  adopted  as  to  otiiers  Imported 
from  the  other  side  of  the  water.  He  <  would 
vote  to  put  it  in  the  labra^. 

Mr.  Mbbobx  lHn>ed  that  if  be  oould  show  that 
gentiemen  had  wholly  nUsoonoeiTed  the  merits 
of  the  proportion,  they  woold  assrat  to  the 
.  motion  to  print  the  document  before  them. 
.  That  House  was  frequentiy  called  upon  to  de- 
cide betwixt  the  propriety  of  constrocting  a 
road  or  cutting  a  canal;  the  report  in  question 
would  lud  them  in  such  decision.  He  woidd 
further  state  that  there  was  not  another  copy 
of  the  document  in  the  United  States;  nor 
could  another  be  obtained  before  the  conclusion 
of  the  present  session.  He  hoped  this  would  be 
a  sufficient  answer  for  all  the  objections  which 
had  been  proposed. 

Mr.  Datis,  of  Massaohusette,  conceived  the 
snljeot  of  land  transportation  by  steam  to  be 
one  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  nation. 
They  had  seen  the  almost  incredible  effects 
which  it  had  produced  on  water  carriage,  and 
there  was  reason  to  believe  it  would  be  found 
still  more  powerful  by  land.  If  the  transmis- 
sion of  intelligence  from  one  part  of  the  country 
to  the  other  conid  be  facilitated,  whether  re- 
garded as  to  its  advaut^^  in  the  state  of  war  or 
of  peace,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Ctovemment  to 
lend  its  fud  to  such  a  pnrpose, 

Mr.  Babnwbll  rose  to  point  out  a  difference 
in  the  present  case,  and  the  one  formerly  re- 
ferred to  by  a  gentleman  from  MassuAusetta, 
QSx.  Evbrbtt,)  that  of  a  report  printed  at  the 
request  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
on  the  subject  of  the  cholera  morbus.  That 
request  had  arisen  from  a  memorial  referred  to 
tbem  on  the  subject.  He  thought  gentlemen 
could  not  avoid  seeing  the  distinction  between 
that  case  and  the  present  He  had  always  ex- 
pressed his  abhorrence  that  members  (rf  that 
House  should,  by  thdr  own  vote^  sapply  them- 
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selTfifl  with  libraries.  What  was  the  effect  of 
the  preseat  motion  bat  to  supply  them  with  an 
additi(HUl  volume!  It  might  be  that  some 
members  considered  thw  oonsdtnents  as  amply 
compensated  by  the  additional  wisdom  tbejr 
tbos  attuned ;  bnt  having  neither  ezperienoed 
it  in  his  own  case,  nor  notioed  it  in  the  action 
of  that  House,  he  conceived  it  bis  dn^y  to  vote 
^unst  the  propontion  to  [oint  the  reptnt  «i 
the  table. 

Mr.  Polk  here  made  aa  ineffectual  motion 
that  the  House  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  DsAXBOBH  followed  in  support  the 
resolution  to  print,  and  enlarged  on  the  impw- 
tanoe  to  the  whole  commonity  of  the  information 
contained  In  tbe  report 

Kr.  WiGKLim  ezinvased  a  hope  that  the 
Hoose  would  proceed  at  once  to  vote  upon  the 
propositioD. 

Mr.  MoDuma  said  the  only  question  ap- 
peared to  be  how  the  Hoose  should  get  tbe  in- 
lormation.  For  his  own  part,  be  ^Cr.  MoD.) 
thooght  that  if  they  were  to  have  it,  they  had 
better  obtain  it  from  their  own  printer,  tlian 
import  books  from  abroad  to  fill  the  lilwary 
of  OonffresB. 

Mr.  MiTOHXLL,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  an 
amendment,  to  add  tbe  words,  "  that  at  any 
Buch  time  as  may  be  expedient "  the  iHrinting 
might  be  ordered. 

Ml.  L.  OonMoi  moved  tbe  preview  question, 
whiofa  being  anatained,  the  amendment  was 
ontoff;  ancT 

Tbe  qnestion  upon  agre^ng  to  the  res(dnti<»i 
was  talun  by  jeaa  and  nays,  and  deddedin  the 
afflrmatiro— yeas  liO^  nays  61. 

Appcrtionmtnt  Bill. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  fix  the  rado  of  representation. 

Mr.  Guic,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  4  and  Insertiiig  7, 
so  as  to  read  47,800. 

Mr.  MiBOEit,  went  into  a  statement  of  the 
votes  yestezd^r  on  the  ratio  of  44,400,  and  of 
the  known  aentimwta  of  certain  of  the  ab- 
senteea^  to  show  that  a  minority  of  the  wh<de 
Bouse  was  in  favor  of  that  mtio,  and  thi^  it 
was  not  fair,  therefore,  to  press  the  nOAo 
47,800  to-day,  wh«t  from  various  causes  the 
House  mig^t  be  diff««iitiy  ownposed,  and  not 
flroresB  its  true  sense. 

Mr.  Pole  argued  to  show  the  fallacy  of  en- 
deavoring to  satisfy  every  State,  as  it  was  now 
plain  that  as  fast  as  one  State  after  another  was 
yielded  to,  it  held  out  inducements  to  others  to 
attempt  still  fbrther  changes  to  accommodate 
them,  and  thus  removed  each  sncoeasive  dedaion 
as  Ar  aa  ever  from  satisfying  all. 

Mr.  OunoB,  of  Georgia)  stated  bis  dedre  to 
oflbr  an  ammdment,  the  substanoe  of  wbieh 
was  that  each  State  which,  under  tbe  ratio 
adopted,  should  have  a  fraction  equal  to  half 
the  number  of  the  ratio,  should,  for  sach  fr«o- 
tioD,  be  wt^led  te  an  additional  member.  Eib 
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was  confident  be  could  show  to  the  House  that 
such  a  provision  was  not  forbiddm  by  tbe  eon- 
stitotion ;  and  he  tboo^t  it  would  reoMidle  all 
the  existiog  diffionlties  in  fixing  tbe  ratio;  bnt 

The  SpMker  dedded  the  propositioD  to  be 
not  now  in  order. 

The  question  was  th«i  put  on  Hr.  Clat^s 
amendment  tor  47,800^  and  was  decided  in  the 
negative— yeas  8S,  nays  111. 


'  MoKD&T,  February  18. 
Wcuhington't  Semains. 

Mr.  Thouas,  of  Louisiana  from  the  Joint 
committee  of  the  two  Houses,  qipointed  to  re- 
port on  tbe  subject  of  tbe  centennial  anuiver^ 
sary  of  the  tnmidi^  of  Genge  Waahii^Caii, 
made  a  report,  (the  same  as  thai  made  to  the 
senate  on  tbe  same  day,)  aoemnpanied  by  the 
following  reet^ntiona : 

Jietotved  by  (A«  BmtOt  JSfemt$  of  Sajmmtia- 
(tew  of  tht  UvUed  StaUt  ^Aneriea  in  Cim^rtm 
auenMed,  Tbat  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
the  Speaker  of  tbe  Hooee  of  ReiMeaentatiTes  be 
hereby  authorized  to  make  application  to  John  A. 
Washiogton,  of  Ifouot  Yeraoa,  for  the  body  of 
George  WaihiiigtoD,  to  be  removed  and  d«po«ted 
In  the  oapitol,  at  Washingtoa  dty,  in  confbrmity 
with  the  TesolntJon  of  Congress  of  the  S4th  Decem- 
ber, 1799 ;  and  that  if  they  obtain  the  requisite  con- 
sent to  the  removal  thereof,  theybe  farther  author- 
ized to  cause  it  to  be  removed  and  deposited  in  the 
capitol,  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  1S32. 

Jifolvtd,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  BepreseotaUves  be  atss 
sdthorised  to  prescribe  tbe  order  of  socb  oereoionies 
as  they  may  deem  anltable  to  the  occarion,  of  the 
hrtenaeat  of  the  body  of  Oeo^e  Washington,  in  tbe 
capito),  OB  the  day  fUctove  mentjooed ;  sod  that  tbe 
two  Houses  of  Congress  will  attend  and  assist  in 
the  performance  of  those  ceremonies. 

Mr.  TnoMAS  observed  that,  according  to  tbe 
ordinary  rules  of  the  House,  the  reeoIuti<m  was 
required  to  lie  for  one  day  upon  the  table ;  but  aa 
the  time  remaining  for  its  execution  was  idiort^ 
it  would  be  proper,  if  the  Hoose  acted  upon  it  > 
at  alL  to  do  so  immediately,  and  he  therefore 
hoped  that,  by  onanimous  oomsent,  the  resolo-  . 
tioQ  would  now  be  taken  up,  and  acted  npou. 
.  The  BOKeation  of  Mr.  TaoHaa  being  agreed 
to  by  the  nouse,  the  resolution  was  thereupon 
read;  and  the  question  being  on  the  House 
concurring  therewith, 

Mr;  MoGoT,  of  Virgitiia,  addressed  the  House 
in  some  remarks,  which,  owing  to  his  remote 
situation,  and  the  feebleness  <n  his  voice,  were 
very  imperfectly  heard.  It  had  been  his  mis- 
fortune to  be  placed  upon  the  committee  who 
had  made  this  report,  and  to  disagree  with  the 
minority  as  to  its  propriety,  and  the  more  he 
reflected  upon  tbe  sal^teet,  the  man  he  was 
owfirmed  m  his  dissent  Fw  what  purpose 
biU  that  of  a  vain  show  were  &e  remains  of 
Ottieral  WasUngton  to  be  removed  from  the 
place  wbldi  he  had  himself  selected  to  receive 
thew?  Was  it  tbat  the  c^ifad  would  be  in  the 
plaoa  of  a  vast  mMmmmt  ovw  hia  b<meat 
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This  vast  monnmsDt  hud  nearly  been  destroyed 
dnriog  the  last  war.  That  was  one  reason  why 
he  SMoId  be  opposed  to  plaoing  them  here. 
He  had  another  reason.  If  the  good  people  of 
Virginia  had  wished  that  those  remains  shonld 
be  removed,  they  wonld  have  done  it  by  the 
aathority  of  their  own  State  Legislatare.  It 
had  been  said  that  Congress  was  called  to  re- 
deem the  pledge  which  they  had  g^ven  in  17d9 ; 
bat  if  that  pledge  was  binding,  why  had  it  never 
been  redemied  before  now)  And  he  would 
ask,  where  was  the  stop^g  place  ahonld  Oon- 
gresa  oommeoee  with  oelebrsnng  the  Urthdi^ 
of  this  distingtiished  individnalf  It  wonld  be 
manifest  that  there  ooold  be  no  stopping  place. 
It  wonld,  he  inpposed,  be  inristed  mat  Ooagress 
were  boond  to  carry  tne  resolntion  of  1799  into 
fall  effect  Bat  the  Oongress  of  1799  had  set 
muiy  precedents  which  he  did  not  hold  himself 
bound  to  follow.  Among  others,  the  sedition 
law,  and  alien  law,  and  divers  others  which  the 
good  people  of  the  United  States  were  not  well 

E leased  with.  These  were  the  reasons  for  wbicli 
e  was  opposed  to  djstarbing  the  remains  of  the 
Tmerable  patriot 

Ur.  MiBon,  of  Yl^nia,  iK>9e  in  reply,  and 
Hud,  tha^  as  to  the  ivecedeixts  which  hiad  bem 
set  fai  1798  and  1799,  be  was  not  responmble ; 
for  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  had  been  ad- 
verse to  both  the  obnoxious  laws  referred  to  by 
his  respected  collea^e ;  bat  the  connection  of 
flioae  precedents  with  the  resolution  which  it 
was  proposed  to  carry  into  effect,  was  quite  too 
remote,  to  make  it'  proper  to  refer  to  them  on 
the  present  ocoaolon.  A  more  proper  reference 
would  have  been  to  the  unanimity  of  the  vote 
which  passed  withont  a  dissentiDg  voice  at  that 
mouritnil  period  which  bedewed  tioB  land  wi^ 
the  teara  of  the  ohUdrea  of  Washington.  Such 
was  the  nniversal  grie^  that  every  individual 
in  the  ooontry  sought  aome  way  of  giving  ex- 
Iffesdon  to  it  It  was  ezpreased  publio^t  in  aol- 
Mm  assemblies  of  the  people,  and  in  private,  by 
IIm  almost  universal  adopdim  of  some  ontwara 
tokm  of  monmiDg  in  toe  dress  of  both  sexes. 
All  were  unanimous  in  dedaring  their  sorrow 
for  the  loss  of  Mm  of  whom  it  had  justly  been 
said  that  he  was  "  first  in  war,  first  in  peace, 
and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen."  Mr. 
U.  earnestly  protested  against  all  reference  to 
the  politics  of  the  day,  which  was  marked  by 
his  untimely  death.  He  called  it  so,  for  it  was 
untimely,  wlietiier  retard  was  had  to  the  age, 
rtrength,  and  health  of  his  frame,  or  to  the 
interests  and  fondest  wishes  of  his  count)?. 
Ur.  M.,  however,  had  not  risen,  he  said,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  these  remarks,  bat  to  cor- 
rect his  colleague  in  another  respect — in  a 
statement  which,  if  it  had  been  correct,  would 
iodace  him  to  agree  in  opposing  the  resolution. 
His  colleague  had  referred  to  the  wishes  of  the 
people  of  Virginia ;  but  Virainia  had  not  t>een 
unmindful  of  what  she  owed  to  the  memory  of 
,tiie  greatest  of  her  sons.  In  the  year  1816,  a 
proposition  had  passed  both  branches  of  her 
Lagidatnn^  to  renkove  the  venerated  remdna 
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of  Washington,  and  to  deposit  them  beneath  a 
suitable  monument  in  Richmond;  but  when 
the  resolntion  to  that  effect  had  been  submitted 
to  the  surviving  head  of  the  family,  the  late 
Judge  Bnahrod  Washington,  that  gentleman 
entert^ed  the  opinion  that  the  removal  was 
inhibited  by  the  disposition  which  Washington 
had  made  of  his  own  remiuns. 

Hr.  GoBooN,  of  Vii^nia,  expressed  his  deep 
regret  that,  mi  an  oooadon  like  this,  'there 
should  be  any  divinon  ot  sentiment  amongst 
those  who  were  called  to  celebrate  the  Urthd^ 
at  the  most  Ulustriona  of  our  eitazens ;  and  he 
could  not  but  think  that  there  would  han 
been  a  unanimity  more  worthy  of  the  occasion, 
had  not  the  Select  Committee  thought  proper 
to  introduce  a  resolution,  calculated  in  its  vei^ 
nature  to  produce  division.  The  question  it 
involved  had  from  the  be^nning  been  an  ex- 
ciUng  and  a  dividing  question.  General  Wash- 
ington had  died  in  tlie  bosom  of  his  family, 
after  a  long  life,  glorious  to  himself,  to  bis 
country,  and  to  mankind.  He  had  been  buried 
upon  his  own  estate,  amidst  his  own  conneo- 
^ms,  by  his  &mily  and  hia  neighbors;  and 
what  was  now  ■prop<»ed  to  be  done  I  To  vio- 
late the  aanotitr  of  uie  grave;  to  take  hu  bones 
from  their  honored  depodt,  and  translate 
them  to  another  spot. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  Knew  it  had  been  common, 
when  our  heroes  had  perished  in  foreign  lands, 
to  redeem  their  bones  by  a  national  act  from 
the  estrangement  into  which  they  bad  been 
accidentally  thrown.  But  he  suspected  that 
the  present  was  the  first  intanoe,  when  it  had 
been  proposed  or  was  thought  of,  to  take  their 
remfdns  from  the  home  of  the  deceased,  and 
from  his  native  soil.  And  tor  what  I  For  a 
monument  to  his  memory  9  Had  it  not  been 
imoe  Bud  of  an  iUnstrions  foreigner  that  "  all 
Florence  was  his  monmneDtt "  And  mi^ht  it 
not  witii  equal  truth  and  force  be  asked,  is  not 
this  city  a  monument  to  Washington!  Nay, 
we  might  ask,  was  not  the  entire  country  his 
mounment?  and  her  liberty  and  happiness  his 
best,  his  noblest  memorial  ?  He  must  disagree 
with  one  of  his  colleagues  (Mr.  Misobb)  in  the 
sentiment  that  the  removal  of  the  ex-animated 
bones  of  the  patriot  would  have  any  great  effi- 
ciency toward  cementing  the  union  of  the 
States.  The  way  to  cement  the  Union  was  to 
imitate  the  virtues  of  Washlngtcm ;  to  remove 
not  his  body,  but,  if  poadble,  to  transfer  hia 
spirit  to  these  Halls.  QentJumen  eould  not 
suppose  that  tiie  mere  removal  of  his  dust 
would  inflise  into  their  breast  any  higher  ven- 
eration for  his  virtues.  Let  it  rather  he  their 
part,  instead  of  disturbing  hia  bones,  each  to 
go  to  the  altar  of  his  country,  and  swear  to 
imitate  the  example  of  Washington.  Besides, 
there  was  another  aspect  of  the  subject,  which 
though  he  was  sorry  to  advert  to,  yet,  as  a  Vir- 
ginian, he  could  not  for  bis  soul  repress ;  Con- 
gress bad  no  right  to  remove  that  dast.  Wa^- 
mgton  had  given  hia  life  to  the  United  States, 
AIM  Vii^nia  r^noed  to  remember  it  But  lus 
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bones  belonged  to  itex  soil.  Her  bods  honored 
the  fflot  where  they  repoeed,  and  thej  thonght 
that  that  was  a  spot  where,  if  anywhere,  .anion 
and  peace  should  ever  dw^  The  act  proposed 
in  the  resolution  was  but  a  vulgar  honor.  It 
degraded  Wa^ington  to  the  measure  of  little 
men,  who  needed  a  monoment  to  preserve  their 
name.  Since  the  art  of  priQting  had  been  in- 
vented, pillars  and  monuments  were  but  Idle 
records.  Letters  were  the  best,  the  endnring 
monoment.  They  held  the  name  and  the  deeds 
of  Washington,  and  would  hold  them  forever ; 
and  it  was  vain  to  attempt  by  an  empty  pa- 
geant, unchristian  in  ita  <uiaraoter,  ana  every 
•way  in  bad  taste,  to  add  any  tiung  to  Washing- 
toira  ImmortaUty.  Soeh  a  cdebration  would 
be  sore  to  disaatiafy  tiie  people  of  hb  native 
Btate.  In  a  neat  assodatton  of  republics  saoh 
as  ours,  the  best  and  fairest  competidon  was 
this :  who  should  furnish  citizens  most  devoted 
to  their  country ;  who  should  be  farthest  from 
that  selfishness  which  degrades  a  patriot.  Let 
snch  be  our  emulation,  and  let  me  Tirtoes  of 
'Washiogtoa  be  set  before  us  as  our  model.  K 
we  practise  these,  then  will  our  union  be  im- 
mortal. But  let  not  the  House,  by  separating 
the  remains  of  Washington  from  his .  own  be- 
loved State,  and  making  them  an  ol^ect  of  the 
vulgar  gaze,  seek  to  gratdfy  luen  who  oonld 
never  be  moved  by  a  oonsidbraticm  ot  hia  great 
ezamide. 

Mr.  OoKB,  of  Ya.,  add  it  had  not  been  his 
intention  to  trouble  the  House  with  any  re- 
marks upon,  the  subject,  because  he  was  adverse 
to  a  protracted  debate  on  a  question  where  the 
vote,  he  had  thought,  should  be  both  immediate 
and  unanimous.  His  feelings,  however,  had 
controlled  that  intention,  for  he  could  not  rec- 
oncile to  himself  silence  on  such  an  occasion. 
He  begged  the  House  to  pause  in  Uie  matter, 
and  reflect  upon  the  operation  of  the  resolntion 
apon  tiie  feelings  of  Vi^inia,  before  it  came  to 
a  determination  to  remove  the  mfwtal  remains 
of  Washii^ton  from  the  last  home  which  tiiose 
remains  had  found  in  the  soil  of  that  Btate. 
He  would  heg  them,  in  language  of  the  most 
earnest  snpphoation,  not  to  give  their  sanction 
to  the  proportion.  For  his  own  part,  he  could 
scarcely  give  utterance  to  his  welings  in  re- 
gard to  it.  He  felt  as  if  he,  as  a  Virginian,  and 
the  State  of  which  he  was  a  native,  were  on 
the  verge  of  losing  something  in  comparison 
with  which  all  the  riches  of  the  world  would, 
in  his  and  her  estimation,  weigh  but  as  dust  in 
the  balance,  and  he  be^ed  titem,  under  the 
inflnence  of  such  a  feeling,  whilst  the  sad  de- 
cree was  yet  unexecuted,  to  refrain  from  de- 
priving them  of  that  wfaidi  was  b«yond  all 

ftiioe.  The  proposition  oontained  in  the  reso- 
ution  was  to  remove  the  ashes  of  George 
Washington.  That  illustrious  man  was  a  native 
of  Virginia ;  his  life  and  his  services  had  been 
devoted  to  the  oommon  cause  of  his  coantry ; 
to  those  services,  and  to  that  life,  his  whole 
career  showed  thiat  the  country  was  welcome ; 
but  he  (Hr.  0.)  implored  them  in  the  name  of 


Qod  not  to  deprive  the  land  which  bad  given 
him  birth,  and  which  was  justly  proud  of  his 
virtue  and  renown,  of  the  last  enuolatkm  <tf 
being  the  deporitory  of  his  bonea.  He  b«Bged 
the  House  to  make  allowance  toe  the  fe^mgs 
of  Virginia  in  this  matter.  There  were  at  the 
present  time,  in  the  flag  of  the  eonfederaciy,  the 
glittering  stars  of  twenty-fonr  sovereign  and 
independent  States;  but  the  time  might  per- 
h^  arrive,  when,  ei  some  distant  period,  those 
stars  shonld  be  dimmed  <^  their  original  bright- 
ness, and  present  to  the  view  twenty-fonr  frag- 
ments  of  a  ^at  and  powerful  republic,  warring 
the  one  with  the  otber.  At  that  lamentable 
time,  then,  he  would  adc  shonld  Virginia,  in 
oflbnng  homage  to  the  memory  (tf  the  m^hty 
dead,  be  fbroed  to  p^y  a  pilgrimage  to  the  rfr- 
maina  of  her  own  acm  throogn  aoenes  of  Uood 
shed  perhaps  by  kindred  hands?  Bnt  why 
should  it  be  wished  to  strip  Virginia  of  the 
last  sad  relics  of  him  who  stood  predminent 
among  the  wisa,  the  virtuous,  the  patriotic,  and 
the  brave?  Virginia  did  not  denre  the  re- 
moval of  his  remains  irom  her  own  land.  Al- 
ready had  preparations  been  made  to  transfer 
his  honored  dost  to  Richmond.  The  vote  of  a 
Virfpnia  Legi^ture  had  provided  for  this  event, 
and  a  fund  had  been  accumulated  to  carry  her 
resolutions  into  effect.  Why  shonld  Congress 
anticipate  the  wishes  of  those  who  knew  him 
best,  who  most  (predated  his  worth,  and  vho 
were  above  all  others  disposed  to  pay  houw  to 
him  as  one  of  themselves  ?  It  was,  he  repeated, 
the  first  wish  of  Virginia  to  enshrine  nis  re- 
mains in  her  own  oapitd. 

Mr.  DE&BBOBir,  of  Ifassachusetts,  sud  be  had 
been  gratified  by  the  patriotic  oppontion  of 
severaJi  of  the  members  from  Virginia  to  this 

firopoution ;  he  was  not  surprised  at  their  re- 
actance to  part  with  the  remuns  of  their  de-  * 
parted  hero.  But  whatever  claim  might  be 
asserted  by  the  State  of  Vh^inia,  it  was  cer- 
tain that  the  United  States  owed  a  debt  at 
gratitude  paramoimt  to  that  of  Virginia  Those 
who  were  not  citizens  of  Virginia,  wished  the 
interment  ctf  tiiose  remains  in  oommon  ground, 
which  equally  belongs  to  the  whole  United 
States.  We  6xd  no  wrong  to  Virg^a  in  dis- 
charging tills  duty  which  had  bran  too  long 
postponed.  History  shows  us  no  nati<m  that 
has  not  been  ambitious  to  commemorate  the 
great  deeds  of  their  illustrious  citizens.  There 
is  no  security  that  Mount  Vernon  will  remain 
the  property  of  the  present  fiunily.  Snch  is 
the  state  of  our  laws,  that  it  may  be  sold  at 
auction,  and  those  sacred  remains  may  be  pn> 
chased  by  a  foreigner.  He  wished  a(Hnetuiiig 
done  that  might  efltoetaally  gnanl  against  smm 
eventa.  He  wished  those  remains  mig^  be 
placed  under  the  protection  of  the  whme  na- 
tion: So  far  from  regarding  this  step  as  sacrile- 
gious or  onohristian,  as  it  had  been  termed,  he 
conndered  it  one  of  the  highest  acts  of  Chris- 
tianity and  virtne  to  commemorate  the  merits 
of  departed  worth,  A  monument  was  of  no 
oonseqnenoe  to  Washington.  He  mi{^t  have 
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decIiDed  snch  an  honor,  had  he  been  consulted 
daring  his  life.  Bat  does  this  consideration 
fibsolve  aa  from  oar  doty  ?  It  wosforoarselTes 
and  our  poeteritj  that  a  permanent  monament 
shoold  be  erected — a  point  to  wliioh  our  chil- 
dren might  be  inBtruoted  to  look  op,  and  to 
emolate  the  virtae  of  the  man  ia  whose  honor 
it  was  established. 

Mr.  E.  EvBBETT,  of  Maasachowtts.  I  do  not 
rise  to  make  a  speech  on  ihia  occasion ;  bat  to 
say  a  very  few  words,  chiefly  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  irom  Yii^ia,  (Mr.  MoOot,)  who 
opposes  the  passage  of  this  resolation.  One  of 
his  objeotiona  was,  that  the  resolation  of  1709, 
proposing  the  removal  of  the  remains  of  Wash- 
ington to  the  capitoL  was  one  of  t^e  bad  prec- 
edents set  by  t^e  Oongress  of  1799.  I  was 
very  sorry  to  hear  axtoh  an  aUoaion  from  so 
respectable  a  sonroe.  The  gentleman  most 
have  foi^tten  that  the  resolation  of  1799,  in- 
stead of  bein^  one  of  the  measures  to  which  he 
aUoded,  as  dividiog  the  opinions  of  the  coun- 
try, and  on  which  a  m^onty  of  the  people  dis- 
aenJted  flrun  the  majority  of  that  Ooogresa,  was 
a  msMOre  in  which  that  Oongress  was  anan- 
imoofl.  In  a  time  as  great  political  excite- 
ment as  probably  ever  existed,  when  the  par- 
ties in  Oongress  and  in  the  country  were  exas- 
perated agunst  each  other,  to  a  degree  never 
■orpasaed,  if  ever  ecjaalled,  every  member  of 
tbat  Oongress  gave  hu  vote  for  that  resolation ; 
and  it  was  probably  the  only  sabieot,  in  the 
wide  compass  of  haman  feeling  and  action,  on 
which  that  Oongress  coold  have  voted  as  one 
man.  And  yet  the  gentlemau  classes  a  resolu- 
tion, thas  passed,  and  for  theparpose  of  doing 
honw  to  the  memory  of  Washington,  with 
tboae  measures  vf  a  pwitioal  oharaoter,  which 
divided  Oongress  and  distracted  the  eoan^. 

Bnt  it  is  said  we  are  going  to  violate  the  re- 
p<Me  of  the  dead ;  to  bnuk  into  the  sepnlohre, 
and  rifle  it  of  its  predous  depout.  Sir,  do  we 
do  any  snoh  thing?  BhaU  we  not  go  to  that 
venerated  tomb,  with  every  possible  warrant 
both  of  authority  and  delicacy  I  Was  not  the 
consent  of  the  consort  of  the  &ther  of  his 
coimtry  obt^ed,  at  a  moment  when  her  feel- 
ings wera  bleeding  onder  the  recent  loss  of  the 
illostrious  partner  of  her  life  ?  Fortified  with 
her  consent,  deliberately  given,  and  at  that 
moment,  ivho  shall  qne^a  the  right  or  tiie 
proprirty  of  the  prooednref  Vif^i^  the  re- 
pose of  t^e  gravel  Sir^  we  are  diacharg^ng 
towards  that  sacred  depontory  a  moat  im- 
perative dn^.  If  there  is  one  darker  spot  in 
the  histoiT  of  this  Union  than  another,  it  is 
that  we  nave  left  so  long  unredeemed  the 
solwin  pledge  whit^  wss  fj^ven  by  the  people 
of  America,  through  their  representatives  here, 
in  the  first  moments  of  bereavement.  Violate 
the  repose  of  the  dead  1  8ir,  we  are  going  to 
pay  a  tribute  of  re^>ect  to  the  ashes  of  the  fa- 
ther of  his  country,  snch  as  tiie  history  of  the 
wtnid  cannot  match  with  a  parallel.  If  this 
reaolutioa  is  adopted,  and  on  the  23d  of  Feb- 
maiy  the  reoudna  of  oor  beloved  hato  and 
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patriot  shall  be  removed  from  Mount  Vernon 
te  this  capitol,  it  will  be  a  transaction  of  a 
character  of  extraordinary  solemnity,  grandeur, 
and  interest.  Such  a  procession  as  will  be 
formed  to  receive  these  sacred  remans,  the 
moltitudes  of  old  and  young — ^the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  nation,  the  citizens  of  this 
District,  and  of  the  neighboring  region,  who 
shall  assemble  to  witness  the  awful  spectacle  of 
the  remains  of  the  father  of  his  countiy,  on 
their  way  to  their  resting  plaoe  beneath  the 
foundation  of  this  capitol— all  this,  sir,  will 
constitnte  a  transaction  anezampled  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world  for  its  efEbcte  on  the  minda 
aai  hearts  of  those  who  may  take  part  in  It,  or 
witness  it. 

I  agreed  more  with  a  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  QoKK,)  who  said  he  rose  to  oo-oper- 
ate  with  his  oolleague,  (Mr.  Gobdon,)  than  I 
did  with  that  coUeagne,  who  complained  that  , 
we  were  going  to  break  in  upon  the  repose  of 
the  grave.  The  gentieman  (Mr.  Goeb)  waa 
willing  to  open  the  sacred  portals  of  that  grave, 
and  remove  its  deposit,  not  indeed  to  this  cap- 
itol, bnt  to  lUchmond.  How,  rir,  I  cheerftilly 
admit,  that  of  the  tides  of  Virginia  to  the  re- 
spect and  consideration  of  her  sister  State:),  it 
is  among  the  first,  that  she  is  the  parent  of  oar 
Washin^n.  But  let  her  not  forget  that, 
though  Wa^ington  was  by  birth  a  native  of 
the  colony  of  Virnnia,  he  lived  and  died  a  cit- 
izen of  the  TTnitM  States  of  America ;  united 
more  by  his  labors,  counsels,  and  sacrifice^ 
than  those  of  any  other  individual.  The  sacred 
remuns  are,  as  the  gentieman  well  said,  a 
treasure  beyond  all  price,  bnt  it  is  a  treasnre 
which  every  part  of  this  blood-cemented  Union 
has  a  right  to  oldm  ita  shfu%. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  MoOot) 
asked,  if  we  bejrin  tUs  way,  where  shall  we 
end !  Sir^  I  wwi  it  might  even  become  more 
diffioalt  to  answer  Hiat  question.  I  wish  it 
may  even  be  hard  to  say,  where  shall  we  end 
witii  these  testimonials  m  respect  pud -to  a 
worth  like  that  of  Washington.  Be  It,  sir,  that 
we  know  not  where  we  shall  end.  I  know 
where  we  onght  to  begin,  and  that  is,  with  the 
man  who  was  "  first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and 
first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen."  Sir,  I 
will  begin  with  him.  I^  hereafter,  another 
shall  arucL  who  will  live  like  Wuhingto% 
when  be  dies,  let  htm  be  Ifdd  by  his  side. 

Mr.  Thoufson,  of  Geot:gia,  said  that  he  had 
to  perform  what  he  was  apprehensive  would 
by  some  be  considered  an  ungracioas  task ;  fin*, 
like  the  gentieman  from  Vii^mia,  (Mr.  MoOoT,) 
who  first  addressed  the  House,  he,  too,  was  un- 
fortunate enough  to  be  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee who  reported  the  resolation  now  under 
consideration.  Unfortunate,  he  said,  because, 
as  he  heretofore  had  been,  and  now  was  op- 

ftosed  to  the  proposition  conbuned  in  this  reso- 
ution,  he  ought,  perh^a,  to  have  asked  to  he 
excused  from  serving  on  the  committee  when 
it  waa  annonnoed.  Bat,  aiud  he,  the  novels  of 
tlw  pn^orttion,  as  ooniieeted  with  the  ooatesr 
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ntal  umiTenaiy  of  die  Urthdaj  of  Qeora;e 
Wa^ineton,  was  so  imporioft  that  it  acarcdy 
admitted  reflecUon.  For  saoh  was  the  inten- 
sity of  feeling  ezMted  hj  the  oocasion,  that, 
notwithstanding  a  dissent  to  the  passage  of  tiiie 
resolntion  was  distinctly  heard  in  some  parts  of 
the  Hall,  the  impression  was  general  that  the 
vote  was  nnanimons,  and  I  belieTe  was  so  en- : 
tered  on  the  joamal.  If  feeling  had  giren  place 
to  reflection,  the  proposition  woald  have  met 
what  it  has  met  on  former  occasicma  somewhat 
similar,  a  decided  opposition.  I  expressed  my 
dissent  in  the  oonuuittee ;  but  I  then  admit- 
ted, as  I  now  frankly  admit,  that  if  it  oonld  be 
right  onder  any  oircomatanoea,  to  remoTe  the 
r«nfluu  of  the  illnstriona  deeensed  from  their 
present  deposit,  I  cannot  oono^Te  at  an  oooa- 
•ion  more  appropriate  than  the  approadiing  an- 
niTersary  of  his  birth.  Dnring  my  service  in 
this  HoDse,  the  proposition  now  nnder  oonnd- 
eration  has  been  frequently  made,  and  it  has 
uniformly  met  determined  opposition  on  fixed 
and  immutable  principles.  The  oppositiim 
wanted  not  snob  an  occasion  as  now  approaches, 
to  iadnoe  it  to  yield.  It  was  foondeci  on  prin- 
oiplea  quite  difibruit — oonsiderationB  of  hi^ier 
and  psmBoant  oharaoter.  I  irill  state  atmb  of 
tbo  reasons  which  have  heretoAm  dictated  ot- 
pontion  to  this  proposition,  and  which  will 
lofloenoe  my  vote  upon  the  sntfjeot  First, 
then,  that  great  man  in  his  lifetime  pointed  to 
the  spot  intimately  connected  with  the  history 
of  his  family  and  of  his  own  glorious  life,  where 
he  desired  his  remains  should  be  permitted  to 
repose.  This  spot  is  Hount  Yemon.  I  pre- 
same  there  is  scarcely  an  individual  within  this 
Ball,  or  withiu  the  United  States,  at  all  con- 
versant with  passing  events  and  political  as- 
pects, who  does  not  feel  oompellea  to  look  to 
the  posnbility  of  a  aeveraaoe  of  this  Union. 
Indeed,  acMne  profeaa  to  think  that  such  an 
«vent  is  probable.  Ood  forbid.  May  tibia 
TTnion  be  continued  throuf^  all  time)  Be> 
move  the  remains  of  our  venerated  Wa^ngton 
from  their  association  with  the  remains  of  his 
consort  and  his  ancestors,  from  Uount  Vernon 
and  from  his  native  State,  and  deposit  tbem 
in  this  capitol,  and  then  let  a  severanou  of  this 
Union  occur,  and  behold  I  the  remains  of 
Washington  on  a  shore  foreign  to  his  native 
soil.  Agun,  in  the  march  of  improvement, 
and  the  rimid  progress  of  the  increase  of  popa- 
lation  in  tne  United  States,  it  is  probable  tnat 
our  settlements  will  not  «ily  extend  to  the 
Bo(Ay  Uonntaina,  bnfe  reodi  beyond,  atretohing 
down  on  the  Paoifle  ooaat.  Bot  aaj  that  the 
foot  of  the  Rooky  Honntaiiu  will  nsm  th^ 
western  boundary — and  we  may  reasonably 
suppose  that  this  will  happen  at  do  distant 
period— then  bring  the  gr^t,  the  powerful 
Vest  to  act  upon  a  proposition  to  remove  the 
site  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  who  can 
doubt  that  a  location  more  central  will  be 
found  and  established  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio!  Shall  the  remuns  of  our  Washin^n 
be  left  amidst  the  raiiu  of  this  oq>itol,  sni^ 
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rounded  by  the  desddioa  of  this  dty  1  But, 
sir,  is  no  respect  due  to  the  rights  and  feetings 
of  his  native  State  1  Has  not  Virfj^ia  a  rMit 
to  tlie  possesrion  of  the  remains  of  her  moat 
tingniuied  son,  of  which  die  cannot  be  propeHy 
divested  witliont  her  consent  i  It  is  true  that 
the  fame  of  that  iUustrioos  individual  belongs^ 
not  only  to  Vii^nio,  but  to  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  world;  but  Virginia's  interest  is 
more  immediate,  intimate,  and  direct,  and  his 
renuuns  now  lie  entombed  within  her  Unuta. 
Sir,  after  an  (^propriotitm  has  bera  made  1^ 
his  native  State  to  oeok  a  momuasnt  to  m 
monory,  shall  that  State  be  forestalled  hj  ob 
aot  of  this  Govermnent?  Shall  those  gnnd 
monl  assodadoDS  exhibited  in  the  histwyaT 
his  ^orioos  life  and  lamented  death,  be  severed, 
by  tearing  his  remains  from  tha  spot  where  be 
desired  they  should  repose,  at  his  family  ses^ 
Mount  Vernon,  by  the  dde  of  hia  ancestors, 
within  the  limits  of  bis  native  Virginia  t  And 
do  not  these  assomations  favor  Mount  Vcmon 
as  the  most  appropriate  repository  of  the  re- 
mains of  that  great  manf  Sir,  I  appeal  to  my 
honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Wiuw,)  wiUi  whose 
nice  discriminating  powers  <rf  mind,  and  wana 
and  generous  fedinjga,  I  am  wdl  acquainted^ 
and  aak  him,  if^  even  as  a  sbwgw  or  foreigner, 
who  had  r«ad  history  of  t£«  life  of  Georga 
Waahington,  and  had  therefore  felt  an  fntarMfc 
in  his  fune,  he  should  be  permitted,  some  e»> 
tnries  hence,  to  return  to  this  imperfect  state 
of  Iteing,  and  visit  Mount  Vernon,  would  be 
not  be  disappointed,  were  be  not  to  find  the 
remains  of  Waahington  associated  with  that 
spot  ?  Most  not  only  those  grand  moral  aaeo- 
ciations  be  severed,  but  riiall  the  remains  of 
the  husband  be  turn  from  the  dde  of  the  ae- 
mains  of  his  wife  ?  Every  generous  feding  of 
the  heart  revolts  at  ih»  idea.  Sir,  were  the 
iUustrioos  dead  permitted  to  participate  in 
human  omoems^  what  wodld  the  great  Wash- 
in^ftwi,  what  would  Mrs.  Washingtmi  $aj  to 
this  propontion?  Oonld  he  now  |mse  ba^ 
the  curtain  which  veils  him  from  our  right,  and 
stand  confessed  before  us  in  all  the  nudesty 
of  his  noble  mind  and  person,  would  he,  think 
yon,  assent  to  the  proportion  now  under  con- 
sideration? Sir,  it  is  impossible  that  any  can  be- 
lieve ihai  he  would.  And  is  nothin^r  due  to  this 
connderation  t  Yes,  surely,  much  is  due  to  it. 
The  seomd  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Mkbou,)  who  addressed  the  House  upcm  this 
sulijeot,  aUnded  to  the  assent  of  Mrs.  washings 
ton  to  a  tranafer  (tf  the  mnalns  of  her  deceased 
husband  from  Meant  Vsmim  to  tUs  eqiitd. 
Will  he  tell  me  on  what  condition  she  gave  her 
assent?  If,  as  the  gentieman  alleges,  ner con> 
sent  was  unqoalided,  will  he  allow  me  to  en- 
large the  inquiry  ?  I  find  I  am  forgetful ;  but 
I  have  an  im^n^ssion  that  I  have  seen,  in  some 
document  connected  with  this  snbjedij  a  con- 
dition distinctly  expressed,  or  strongly  implied, 
that  the  remains  of  those  Ulustrions  individuala 
riioald  not  be  separated.  I  know  that  the 
family  relatives  were  consulted,  and  that  there 
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were  diffioolties  in  aoqairing  their  couent. 
Perhaps  the  gentlemaa  from  ^fgiiiia  can  re- 
fresh mj  memorj. 

Mr.  Ubrobb  said  he  rose  from  the  expression 
of  the  wish  of  the  geatleman  for  informatioD, 
and  would  mggert  uiat  be  had  prabablj  oon- 
^unded  the  aots  d  &»  LegUhUnre  of  Yitviida 
in  1615  or  ^0,  with  the  letter  of  Mn.  Wasb- 
ingt<ni.  He  (Ur.  M.)  well  recollected  writing 
tlie  resolatioa  on  the  subject,  which  was  at 
that  time  snbmitted  to  the  House  of  Delegates. 
On  sending  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  it  was 
amended  hj  adding  Mrs.  Washington,  to  which 
amendment  the  Hoose  assented.  At  that  time 
Jndge  Washington  withheld  his  assent  to  the 
removal,  as  had  been  already  stated.  Dnrinff 
the  last  Oongress  a  gentieman  from  Maryland 
wrote  to  Johii  Washington,  now  the  proprietor 
ol  ICoont  Yemon,  ca.  the  nl^eot  oi  removing 
the  remiina  of  the  General  to  tlus  catf^  who 
icpiied  that  tiie  fimuly,  so  &r  fNxa  olrieotiDg 
to  the  rauvral,  would  regard  it  as  «  high  onn- 
pHmeut 

Mr.'  TwHiFSOir  reanmed.  Sir,  tiie  ^tie- 
man's  statement  still  leaves  an  impression  on 
mind  tiiat  there  is  smnewhere  a  condition, 
stron^j  implied,  if  not  expressed,  that  the  re- 
nuuns  of  Geoige  Washington,  in  their  removal, 
ahonld  he  accompanied  by  the  remuns  of  Mar- 
tha Washington,  fiat  if  in  this  I  am  mistaken, 
then  mj  ol^eotioos  to  the  proposition  dow  be- 
fore na  are  yerj  mncb  atreiigthened ;  for  every 
lleeUng  of  my  heart  revolts  at  a  propoflition  to 
aeparate  them.  Would  ^er  of  them,  oonld 
they  be  eonsolted,  oonaeot  to  the  propcaed  sep- 
araticoil  Who  can  emisent  to  it!  fiat  why 
s^Mvate  therat  Why  disturb  the  repose  oi 
tm  tomb  by  a  removal  of  those  remains  to  this 
oapitoll  Oan  any  thing  which  man  can  do, 
add  to  the  &me  of  George  Washington  f  No, 
dr,  he  has  reared  for  himself  a  monQmeot  more 
dnraUe  than  brass.  Thd  g«itienian  from  Mas- 
saohnsetts  told  ns  that  Moant  Vernon  may  fall 
into  nofeeling  hands,  or  be  diq>osed  of  under 
the  auctioneer's  hammer.  I  should  deplore 
011^  an  event ;  bnt  may  not  this  be  obviated  ! 
I  have  long  been  of  opinion  that  tiie  United 
States  ought  to  pmrchase,  and  OMisecrate  to  the 
mmiorj  vt  Wauington,  the  ground  whore  his 
remdns  are  d^odted.  It  would  be  an  aot 
wfflrUiy  the  magnanimity  of  the  United  States. 
There  let  his  remains  repose,  as  associated  by 
his  idstory,  and  the  history  of  our  country,  with 
his  beloved  Viiginia — Mount  Vernon,  his  fam- 
ily seM — the  Nde  of  his  ancestors.  Sir,  in 
veneration  of  the  name,  and  reeniect  for  the 
^araoter  and  fiune  of  George  Washington,  I 
yield  to  none.  I  would  therefore  munt^n 
those  grand  moral  associations  which  fixm,  in 
the  history  of  the  iltostrions  deceased,  and  of 
our  country,  a  feature  so  interesting. 

Mr.  DoDDsmes  observed  that  the  statement 
repe^ed  by  tereni  of  his  eoUeagoes,  that  Vir- 
ginia did  not  desire  the  propoeed  ronoval,  in- 
duced him  to  MJ  that  thoo^  such  an  asMrtion 
mig^t  oompiMt  vith  th^  own  obaerralions^  1 
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they  were  not  entitied  to  speak  for  all  Virgiuia. 
Ur.  D.  for  one  dedred  that  tlie  restdnticm  might 
be  adopted. 

He  represented  one  of  the  largest  districts  in 
that  State,  and  he  believed  that  in  this  matter 
he  spdra  the  omiuiHi  cS  every  man  in  his  dis- 
trict He  bad  been  a  member  <^  the  House  of 
Delegates  in  Virginia  at  the  pei^  referred  to, 
and  had  a  perfect  recollection  of  what  passed 
both  in  doors  and  out  on  that  occasion,  and  of 
his  own  reasons  for  having  been  in  favor  of 
the  resolution  then  moved  by  his  coUeagae, 
(Mr.  MzBoiB.) 

It  had  been  felt  by  many  members  of  the 
Virginia  Legislature,  by  himself  among  the 
rest,  that  many  Congresses  had  passed  in  in- 
glorious debate,  while  the  pledge  once  given 
remained  still  unredeemed,  and  he  felt  entirely 
satisfied  that  the  resolution  fof  removing  the 
renuuns  to  Bichmond  would  never  have  psased 
the  Assembly  of  Vir^ia,  bnt  for  the  loss 
all  hope  that  Oot^reas  wonld  ever  act  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  D.  said  that  he  had  looked  for  the  refosal 
of  Judge  Washington,  but  not  that  it  would 
have  boen  placed  on  the  ground  of  a  particular 
interpretation  of  the  will  of  the  deceased.  He 
could  not  concur  in  saoh  a  view  of  it,  hut 
thought  that  entertained  by  Mrs.  Washington 
was  more  correct.  The  article  referred  to 
Toerely  prescribed  a  duty  to  his  executors.  The 
testator  could  not  possibly  have  foreseen  the 
re3<dntion  of  1709,  nor  the  refosal  of  his  rela- 
tive in  1816,  nor  the  eflbrt  now  making  In 
Confess,  and  tiierefbre  could  not  put  his  own 
odl  m  hortUity  to  that  of  his  common  country. 
It  wooM  have  been  indecorous  to  make  such  a 
request  dwin^  his  lifetime.  It  oonld  only  take 
place  after  hie  death.  Application  was  then 
made  to  his  nearest  and  dearest  surviving  reUt- 
tive,  and  his  widow,  in  complying  with  the  re- 
quest, supposed  that  she  yidded  but  that  assent 
which  her  husband  woud  himsdf  have  done 
could  he  have  acted  in  the  case.  Mr.  D.  asked 
a  it  could  be  believed  that,  in  reference  to  so 
humble  a  request,  Washington  would  have 
connterviuled  tiie  wishes  of  his  country.  It 
could  not  by  any  who  knew  him.  The  resolo- 
tion  in  the  Lwislatnre  of  Virginia  had  lieen 
oooaaioned,  as  ne  had  stated,  by  despidr  aa  to 
any  thing  being  done  by  Oontp'esa,  and  partiy 
in  a  spirit  (tf  resentment  at  the  ne^ect  which 
had  been  Buffered.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
argument  from  the  will ;  and  as  to  the  ^oomy 
anticipation  that  this  spot  was  to  become  the 
frontier  of  two  hostile  countries,  those  who 
thought  more  seriously  of  smdi  a  danger  than 
be  did,  were  at  liberty  to  speculate  for  them- 
selves.  He  should  act  for  the  present  time. 

Mr.  WioKLiFFK,  of  Kentucky,  said  that,  be- 
fore he  proceeded  to  submit  the  very  few  re- 
marks which  it  was  hia  purpose^  and  he  tiiougbt 
his  duty,  to  make,  he  would  ask  the  f  ndalgenoe 
of  the  House  to  permit  the  Olerk  to  read  the 
resolutions  of  Congress  of  1709,  which  it  was 
I  the  ot^eot  ui  the  TMolation  to  cury  into  effoot^ 
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the  letter  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  aliswer  of  Mrs.  Washuigton,  yielding 
her  assent  to  the  wishes  of  OoagresB  on  this 
subject.  I  ask  this,  said  Mr.  W.,  not  becanse  I 
hare  not  been  £uniliar  with  them  myself^  but 
possibly  there  may  be  those  in  this  Hoose,  cer- 
tainly many  in  this  nation,  who  have  not  seen 
or  that  pardon  of  onr  le^afive  history, 
and  may  not,  therefore,  dnly  appreciate  the 
obligation  of  this  GoTernment,  which  it  was 
tiiepurpose  of  the  resolattoa  to  discharge. 
The  Olerk  read  the  reaolntions  as  follows : 

"JSfM^twf  by  tiu  Smote  tmdBotm  of^  Bepreteni' 
oiioet  of  the  UnitadBtaUt  of  Amerwi  in  Ctmore** 
auembledy  That  a  marble  moanroeat  be  erected  by 
the  United  States,  in  the  cat^tol,  at  the  city  of 
Washiugtoa ;  aod  that  the  family  oPGeceral  Wash- 
IngtoQ  be  requested  to  permit  his  body  to  bo  de- 
posited tmder  U\  and  tnat  the  momuneot  be  so 
designed  as  to  commemorate  the  great  erents  of 
his  military  and  political  life. 

*'And  be  it  fttrtAer  retolved,  That  the  Frerident 
of  the  Uoited  States  be  requested  to  direct  a  copy 
of  these  reeoluUoiu  to  be  transmitted  to  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington, assuring  her  of  the  profound  respect  Coq> 
gress  will  erer  bear  to  her  perron  and  character ; 
of  their  condolence  on  the  late  afflicting  dispensa- 
tion of  Providence;  and  entreating  her  assent  to 
the  interment  of  the  remains  of  General  George 
Washington,  in  the  manner  expressed  in  the  fint 
reaolntlon.'' 

*<  GfwtUmen  e/  tJu  Smate,  and 

Omitimm  <^  lA«  Soum  of  S*fimeiiMi»ui 

'*Li  compHance  with  the  request  in  one  of  the 
resolntlonB  of  Congress  of  tin  2l8t  of  December 
last,  I  transmitted  a  copy  of  those  resolutions  by  my 
■Bcretan,  Hr.  Shaw,  to  Mrs.  Washington,  assuring 
her  of  the  profound  respect  Coneress  will  ever  bear 
to  her  person  wd  character;  of  their  condolence 
in  the  late  afflicting  dispensation  of  Providence; 
and  entreating  Iter  assent  to  the  interment  of 
the  remdns  of  General  George  Washington,  in  the 
manner  expressed  in  the  first  .resolnUon.  As  the 
sentiments  of  that  virtuous  lady,  not  less  beloved 
by  this  nation,  than  she  is  at  present  greatly  afflicted, 
can  never  be  so  i|reU  expressed  as  la  her  own  words, 
I  transmit  to  Congress  her  original  tetter. 

"  It  would  Iw  an  attempt  of  too  much  delicacy  to 
make  any  comments  opon  it ;  but  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  nation  at  large,  as  well  as  all  the 
branobes-of  the  Government,  inll  be  highly  gratified 
by  any  arrangement  which  may  diminish  the  sacri- 
wnt  she  makes  of  her  individual  feelings. 

"JOBN  ADAllS. 

**  Uimo  ftani,  /wuMry  e,  1800." 

"  Hottn  TxuoH,  Dteember  81, 1799. 

"Sm:  While  I  fbel,  with  keenest  snguish,  the 
late  tUspensaUon  of  Divine  Providence,  I  6aonot  be 
insensible  to  the  mournful  tributes  of  respect  and 
veneraUon  which  are  paid  to  the  memory  uf  my 
dear  deceased  husband;  and,  as  his  best  services 
and  most  anxious  wishes  were  always  devoted  to 
the  welfare  and  hap[Hness  of  his  country,  to  know 
that  they  were  traly  ^ipredated  and  gratefully  re- 
membered, affords  no  inconddwable  consolation. 

"  Taught  by  that  great  example  wltteh  I  have  so 
long  had  before  me,  never  to  oppose  my  private 


wlslies  to  the  poUio  will,  I  must  consent  to  the 
request  made  by  Congress,  which  you  have  had  the 
goodness  to  transmit  to  me ;  and,  in  dning  tlus,  I 
need  not,  I  camiot,  say  what  a  saurifica  of  iadividoal 
feeling  I  make  to  a  sense  of  public  duty. 

"With  grateful  acknowledgments  and  unfeigned 
thanks  for  the  personal  respect  and  evideoces  of 
condolence  expressed  by  Congress  and  yourself 'I 
remain  very  respectfiiUy,  ur,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

"MARTHA  WASHINGTON." 

Mr.  Speaker,  Tinder  the  order  of  this  House, 
a  committee  of  a  member  from  each  State  was 
directed  to  make  the  arrangements  neceesary 
for  the  celebration  of  the  approaching  anniver- 
sary of  the  birth  of  General  Washington.  The 
first  time,  in  the  history  of  this  Government, 
that  order  has  been  taken  by  Coogreaa  to  cel- 
ebrate this  or  any  othw  day. 

The  reeolntton  had  passed  without  oiqwsitioD 
or  objeodoo,  dearly  indicating  the  imdiTided 
opinion  of  members  that  it  vas  suitable  and 
proper  Oongress  should  pay  some  reqwct  to 
the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  tliat  man 
whose  life  filled  his  ooantry  with  so  many 
blessings,  and  who  had  ^ven  joy  to  the  grateful 
hearts  of  millions  of  freemen,  and  whose  d^th 
had  clothed  a  nation  in  mourning. 

What  was  the  celebration  demred  by  this 
House  f  Did  gentlemen  suppose  it  would  tiave 
been  becoming  in  tiie  committee  to  recommend 
"  a  national  ftstiTal,"  at  pnbUo  e:q)enseY  Ko 
8(Udi  measore  has  engaged  the  attentMm  <tf  tha 
committee. 

The  report  upon  yvur  table,  nr,  has  informod 
yon  that  the  committee  united  npon  the  pro- 
priety of  having  delivered  on  the  occa»on  an 
oration  by  the  man  who  seemed  to  be  the  only 
one  living  at  this  day  to  whom  we  were  will* 
ing  to  consign  the  character  of  Greneral  Wash- 
ington for  such  a  parpoae.  That  measure  hav- 
ing faUed  of  success,  the  committee  next  re- 
solved to  recommend  the  performance  of  divine 
service  in  the  ci^itol  on  tiiat  day.  This,  bow> 
ever  appropriate,  did  not,  in  my  opinim,  seem 
calculated  to  meet  the  expectations  of  tiie 
Honae,  or  equal  those  whioh  might  be  created 
elsewhere  by  the  j<^t  resolnUon  of  Oougress, 
and  the  appointment  of  a  representative  fimn 
each  State  upon  this  oommittee.  The  doty 
which  bad  l>een  assigned  that  committee,  I 
admit,  referred  itself  to  tiie  birth  of  Oenmal 
Washington.  Tlie  oircnmstances  of  his  death, 
the  loss  which  his  country  sustained  thereby, 
and  tiie  reoollection  of  witnessing  in  my  boy- 
hood the  deep  gloom  which  pervaded  the 
Western  wilds,  and  the  sadness  which  rcdgned 
in  every  hamlet  upon  its  annnnoiati<xi,  <^ed 
to  my  mind  the  resolution  by  whioh  onr  coun- 
try proposed  to  do  ttseU  so  mneh  honor.  I 
thought  the  present  a  fit  oooasioa,  saitabl&  in 
every  way,  to  do  what  onr  predecessors  bad 
promised,  by  a  solemn  act  of  legislation,  to  do^ 
and  whioh,  I  admit,  ought  to  have  heea.  done 
longnnoe. 

I  was  linable  to  find  that  Gongreaa  had  ever 
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refused  the  exeontibn  of  the  resolntioD  of  1799 
by  any  rote.  I  ooold  not  learn  that  the  asaent 
of  Mrs.  Waabington  to  the  wishes  of  her  conn- 
try,  expressed  in  terms  wbich  did  her  so  maob 
honor,  had  ever  been  withdrawn  by  her  or  by 
any  member  of  the  family.  Under  these  cir- 
enmstances,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  the  temerity  to 
introduce  this  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  com- 
mitter which,  I  was  pleased  to  find,  met  its 
approbation.  The  committee  now  rightfkilly 
assume  all  the  responubili^  inddmt  to  the 
measure  propoaed.  And,  fw  <»e,  I  am  willing 
to  meet  n  hue  and  befbre  the  peofde. 

The  oomniittee  was  charged  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  Qir.  Gobdun)  with  having  pro- 
poaed a  measure  which  directed  OongresB  *'  to 
Uivade  the  sanotnaiy  of  the  dead,  and  with  sao- 
rilte^ua  hands  drag  its  sacred  deposit  from  its 
native  soil."  Sir,  £d  the  honorable  member 
reflect  that  this  charge  reached  back  upon  the 
Congress  of  1799— that  it  fell  with  its  int«ided 
force  upon  those  who  had  prepared  this  measore 
»«t  the  head  of  whom  stands  that  distingnished 
•on  of  Virginia,  the  present  Ohief  Justice  of 
the  United  States  I 

To  tibe  exeonlloB  of  tiiiameaenre  in  1799  had 
been  yielded  the  assent  of  Mrs.  'Waahingtcm,  the 
peraon  above  all  others  most  oompetent  to  de- 
e^  upon  ita  proprie^ :  still  it  was  proposed 
to  aet  raly  by  me  consent  of  those  upon  whom 
the  care  of  ^e  remains  of  Washington  bad  de- 
Tolved.  Are  we  then  to  be  changed  with  in- 
vading the  eaoctnary  oi  the  dead,  and  with 
.sacrilegious  hands  wreeting  a  aaorad  depomt 
f^om  ita  native  soil  1 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Oeoi^a 
(Mr.  THOMraoH)  had  spoken  of  the  pos^bility, 
nay,  the  prohabiUty  of  tiie  dlaimioiL  of  these 
States.  Sir,  the  susred  name  of  Waabingtw 
ahotdd  nerer  in  debate  or  in  thongfat  be  oim- 
neoted  witti  the  idea  of  a  dissblttUon  of  this 
happy  Union.  Dinudon  of  these  States,  sir  I 
I  wM  not  permit  my  mind  to  dwell  on  so  dire 
a  calamity;  it  never  can  hafq»ra  while  the  name 
of  Washii^ton  is  spoken  and  lua  memwy 
revered. 

Ifr.  HuiTT,  of  Vermont,  observed  that,  as  he 
was  one  of  the  joint  committee  that  made  tbe 
report,  he  desired  to  submit  some  few  remarks. 
The  resotntion,  said  Mr.  H.,  contemplates  the 
erection  of  no  marble  monnment,  it  anthorizes 
no  vio^tion  of  the  sepulchre,  nor  the  rights  of 
Virgrinia,  ot  any  individual  State,  which  some 
genuemen  ao  feelingly  deprecate ;  bat  it  simply 
propoeea  a  tribute  «  gratefnl  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  great  ben^taotor  of  oar  common 
oonntry.  I  am  well  aware,  sir,  that  no  cere- 
mony which  we  can  perform  will  contnbate 
any  thing  to  the  fame  of  WashingtOD,  or  endear 
him  more  to  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen. 
There  is,  however,  a  debt  of  natitmal  re!q>ect 
and  gratitnde  to  be  p^d,  and  a  solemn  pledge 
to  be  redeemed,  by  carrying  into  execution  the 
resolve  of  Oongress,  nnanunonsly  adopted  in 
1799,  soon  after  his  decease,  and  in  acoordanee, 
too^  with  the  general  santimenta  ot  the  natitm, 
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of  removing  his  remains,  by  the  express  consent 
of  hia  bereaved  widow,  given  apon  tbe  reqnest 
of  CoDgresa,  and  of  deposiUng  them  within  the 
capitol  of  this  great  empire,  of  which  it  may  be 
said  that  he  himself  was  the  illustrious  founder. 
No  act  can  be  done  by  the  Government  that 
would  have  so  deep  and  permanent  a  moral  in- 
fluence in  uniting  the  people  and  cementing  tbe 
union  of  tiiis  confederacy,  as  the  placing  of 
these  satnred  remains  at  Uie  base  of  thia  durable 
edifice,  ao  that  it  may  serve  not  only  as  tbe 
sett  of  national  leddation,  bnt  as  tbe  mansoleam 
of  the  &ther  of  ma  country.  The  same  pure 
feelings  of  veneration  which  dictated  and  re- 
sponded to  the  resolutions  of  *99,  still  continue 
alive  and  unabated  thronghout  the  country,  and 
a  more  propitious  time  for  executing  the  duties 
of  that  resolve  will  never  hereafter  occur.  The 
twenty-second  of  this  month  numbers  one  hun- 
dred years  since  the  birth  of  George  Washing- 
ton, and  the  intelligence  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  informs  us  t^  preparations  are  making 
to  commemorate  this  anniversary  with  all  the 
solemnities  and  festivitiee  which  the  oocanon 
must  naturally  inspire.  Congress  seems  now 
to  be  invoked,  by  the  impulse  of  public  feeling, 
to  execute  the  sacred  trust  especially  commit- 
ted to  Its  care,  and  to  manifest  the  tribute  of  a 
nation's  gratitude,  too  long  neglected,  to  that 
^eat  and  good  man  to  whom  we  are  so  signally 
mdebted  for  our  liberties,  and  for  the  free  and 
happy  Government  under  which  we  live.  He 
ferventiy  hoped  the  resolntion  would  be  adopt- 
ed. 

Mr.  HoDumx,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that 
this  was  one  of  thoee  occasions  on  which  he 
would  jnake  his  judgment  take  oonnsel  from 
his  feelings.  Adi^ting  this  oriterlon,  he  could 
not  q;iproTe  <tf  the  DnmodtioD  whleh  bad  been 
made,  ont  oontempfated  it  witii  shuddering  and 
abhorrence.  He  could  not  but  regard  the  pro- 

Sosed  removal  as  a  species  of  sacrilege.  He 
ifi'ered  entirely  from  the  honorable  gentieman 
from  Vir^nia,  (Mr.  Mebcsb,)  in  regard  to  the 
interpretati(m  of  General  Waahiu^a's  will; 
while  the  gentieman  himself  admitted  that  he 
difiered  from  one  who  ought  to  be  the  beat  ex- 
positor of  the  will,  the  late  lamented  Judge 
Washington.  Tbe  Judge's  interpretation  of 
that  instrument  was,  in  Mr.  MoD.'s  opinion,  the 
true  one.  He  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  terms  of  that  dause  which  related 
to  the  interment. 

rHere  Mr.  MoD.  quoted  General  Waahington'a 
will.] 

Such,  said  he|.  Is  tSie  will  oi  Washington. 
This  ia  the  will  of  that  most  iUnstrious  but 
modest  man,  with  r^ard  to  the  disposition  of 
bis  own  remains.  Those  remuas  had  been 
deposited  in  strict  conformity  with  it,  and  there 
they  still  remained  peaceably  reposing  in  the 
femily  burying  ground.  TeL  in  open  defiance 
of  this  express  provision  of  the  will  of  the  de- 
ceased, the  House  was  called  upon  to  disturb 
his  "canonized  bones,"  and  tear  them  from 
the  ounetecy  whioh  tbej  had  oMueorated,  tor 
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fhe  mere  pnrpose  of  ostentation.  Ood  forbid 
that  tiieae  halloired  relics,  now  lying  in  a  spot 
which— do  what  gentlemen  misht — would  be 
consecrated  through  all  time,  ehonld  be  torn 
from  those  of  his  liMeloved  consort,  and  exhibited 
at  this  place  as  a  mere  pageant,  for  the  idle  to 
gaze  npon.  Let  ns  have  no  pageantry — ^no 
empty  show,  on  sncb  a  subject  He  was  sure 
he  spoke  for  fdl  who  heard  him,  when  he  sud, 

I  have  that  within  which  passeth  show."  As 
to  a  monument,  cried  Ur.  McD.,  rear  it.  Spend 
npon  it  what  yon  will.  Make-it  durable  as  the 
pyramids— eternal  as  the  monntains — yon  Bhall 
have  my  qo-operation.  Erect,  Ifyou  please,  a 
nuKUolenm  to  the  memory  of  Washington  in 
tibe  oapitol,  and  let  it  be  aa  rolendid  aa  art  can 
make  it ;  bnt,  in  tlie  name  of  aU  the  cbriatian 
charities,  do  not  violate  his  tomb, 

Mr.  DiUTTOir,  of  South  Carolina,  said :  I  en- 
tirely ooncup  with  my  colleague,  (Mr.  MoDur- 
m.)  that  we  ought  not  to  interfere  with  the 
will  of  General  Washington.  When  he  directed 
that  his  body  should  be  buried  at  Mount  Vernon, 
he  acted  in  conformity  with  his  character, 
which  was  as  distinguished  forretiringmodesty, 
aa  for  higher  and  loftier  endowments.  He 
would  not,  living  or  dying,  obtrade  himself 
upon  the  public  notice.  He  uterefore  provided 
for  hia  intinment,  in  the  manner  which  la  ooa- 
tomoiy.  Hia  wfU,  in  IliisTeBpeet,  has  been  Ail- 
fllled;  and  his  remains  were  attended  to  Uie 
grave  by  bis  family,  hia  filenda,  and  bis  neirii- 
bora,  with  the  nuostentations  oenHnoniea  of  a 
private  AineraL  Had  he  foreseen  that  the 
Federal  Legislatnre  would  desire  to  dispose  of 
his  relics  in  a  mode  more  suitable  to  his 
name  and  hia  fiune,  the  whole  tenor  of  bis  life 
ibrbida  the  presumption  that  be  would  have 
opposed  their  wishes,  even  though  they  might 
have  been  at  variance  with  bis  own.  In  obey- 
ing the  dictates  of  graUtade  for  his  servicea, 
and  of  veneration  for  hia  memory,  we  cannot, 
then,  be  justly  oluuved  with  htdeoeotly  violating 
the  aaoctnaiT  of  uie  grave,  and  £aregar&ig 
the  ta^nnctiuna  oS  the  oeeeaBed. 

The  delegates  from  Virginia,  who  object  to 
the  removal  of  the  bones  of  their  illustrious 
fellow-oittzen,  however  natural  and  honorable 
may  be  their  motives,  appear  to  be  inflnenoed 
rather  by  their  feeling^  than  by  their  judgments. 
Whilst  Washington,  donbtless,  was  sincerely 
and  strongly  attached  to  the  soil  of  his  nativity, 
his  great  mural  and  intellectual  Acuities,  his 
achievements  in  war,  and  his  counsels  in  peace, 
were  dedicated  to  the  advancement  of  the  in- 
teresta  and  to  Hie  increase  of  the  glory  of  bis 
entire  country.  Aa  the  Union  received  the 
benefit  of  his  labora  and  bis  talents,  the  repre- 
aentatives  of  tiie  Union  ought  to  express  their 
sense  of  them,  in  the  most  solemn  manner  of 
which  they  are  capable.  Virginia  will  not  be 
wronged  by  onr  reverential  tribute  to  her  sod. 
Wherever  his  ashes  may  repose,  it  will  be  re- 
membered that  to  her  we  are  indebted  for  a 
Washington ;  and  whenever  his  virtues  and  his 
e^h^ta  dull  be  edebrated  hj  tha  mtor  and 
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the  bard,  th^  wUl  not  be  nnmindAil  tiiat  Vb^ 
glnla,  the  fhiitfnl  mother  of  illnstrtons  men, 
was  also  the  parent  of  Washington. 

After  a  few  additional  observations  frvim  Ur. 
McCoT,  of  Virginia,  the  question  was  taken  on 
the  resolutions,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
— ^yeaa  109,  naya  70,  as  followB : 

Ykab. — Mesen.  Adams,  Chilton  ADan*  Andenra, 

A.ppIeton,  Archer,  Amstrong,  Arnold,  Ashley, 
Babcock,  Banks,  N.  Barber,  Buringer.  I.  C.  Bates, 
Beardsley,  Bell,  Boon,  Briggs,  Jobn  C.  Brodbead, 
Bucher,  BulUrd,  Burd,  Burgea,  Gaboon,  Cambre- 
leng,  Ghoate,  Gondict,  Gondit,  CVmner,  Elentfaeros 
Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  Coririn,  Coulter,  Craig,  Crane, 
Crawford,  Crcighton,  John  Davis,  Dearborn,  Denny, 
Dickson,  Doddridge,  Drayton,  Ellsworth,  George 
Evana,  Edward  Everett,  Fitzgerald,  Olfanore,  Oren- 
nell,  Harper,  Heister,  Hodges,  Hogan,  Holland, 
Howard,  Hagbes,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Inger- 
sotl,  Jarvis,  ^cbard  M.  Johnson,  Kavaoufa,  Ken- 
dall, Henry  King,  Kerr,  Learitt,  Letcher,  Maiihall^ 
UcKennan,  Iferoer,  Uilligan,  Thomss  R.  Mitchell, 
Muhlenberg,  Mewton,  Pearce,  Fendleton,  Potts* 
John  Beed,  Bnasell,  WiUiam  B.  ^epard,  Slade» 
Smith,  Southard,  Spence,  Stanberry,  Stephen^ 
Stewart,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Pbile- 
nion  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Vance,  VerpUnck, 
Vinton,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Watmough,  Wayne,  Wit 
kin,  Elisba  Whittlesey,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Camp- 
bell P.  White,  Edward  D.  White,  WlcUiffe,  Wflde, 
WortUngton,  Tonog — 109. 

Natb. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Robert  Allen,  Angel, 
Jobn  Sl  Bairtwar,  Barnwell,  Bar^w,  J.  Bates,  Ber- 
gen, Bethune,  James  Bl^r,  John  Blair,  Bonck, 
Bouldin,  Garr,  Carson,  Glubome,-  Clay,  (^ytoo. 
Coke,  Collier,  Cooper,  Davenport,  Warren  B.  JHvi^ 
Dayan,  Dewu^  Doulrfeday,  Hotace  Everett,  FeUer, 
Foster,  Gaither,  Gordon,  Griffin,  Thomas  H.  HaU, 
WiUiam  Hall,  Eawes,  Hawkins,  HofDaaD,  Horn, 
Isacks,  Jewett,  Gave  Johnson,  Chariea  C.  Jcdmston, 
Adam  King,  John  King,  Lamar,  Lanong,  Lecompte^ 
Lewis,  Lyon,  Mann,  Mardis,  Mason,  Maxwell,  He- 
Carty,  William  McCoy,  Robert  McCoy,  McDuffie, 
Mclntire,  Newman,  Nuckolls,  Fatten,  Fierson,  Folk, 
E.  0.  Reed,  Bencher,  Roane,  Root,  Angnstine  H. 
Shepperd,  Boule,  Bpdgbt,  BtaniUfer,  Stom,  WDey 
T1ieva|iaon,  John  Thomaoo,  Wheeler,  WUBams— 76. 

So  the  House  ooncnrred  with  the  joint  oom- 
mittee  in  their  report  and  resolutions. 


TuxBDAT,  February  14. 

Portrait  of  WatMngton. 

Mr.  Jabvis,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pul^ 
lie  Buildings,  reported  the  following  rMolntion, 
the  connderatioa  of  which  waa  pos^;KRWd  mtii 
to-morrow : 

RwivtdL,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  directed 
to  employ  John  Vanderlyn,  of  New  York,  to  paint 
a  fuU-length  portrut  of  Washington,  to  be  |daced 
in  the  Hall  of  Representatives  oppoute  to  the  p(H> 
trait  of  La&yetta ;  the  head  to  be  a  copy  of  Stoart's 
Washington,  and  the  accessories  to  be  left  to  tha 
judgment  of  the  artist;  and  that  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dolhirs  be  appropriated  from  the  contin- 

Snt  fund  of  Uie  House,  for  the  purpose  <^  carrying 
is  resoloUon  into  effect 
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Statue  of  WathingUm. 

Ur.  Jabtu.  from  the  suae  oommittee,  re- 

Sorted  the  folloviiig  reeolntion,  which  one 
Ajr  for  ootulderaUoD : 

RetolvecL,  That  the  Fresident  of  the  United  States 
be  aathoriKed  to  employ  Hontio  Oreenourii,  of 
Hassachusetts,  to  execute,  in  marble,  a  full-leogtb 
pedestrian  statoe  of  Wasbington,  to  be  placed  in 
the  centre  of  the  rotando  of  the  eaidtol;  the  head 
to  be  a  copy  of  Hoodoo's  WaduDgtOD,  uid  the  ao- 
oenorlee  to  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  artist. 

Hr.  A&Azs  moved  the  following  resolntion : 

Setolved,  Tbat  the  Preadent  of  the  TTaited  Sutes, 
the  Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  War, 
and  of  the  Nary,  and  ^e  Postmaster  Oeoeral,  be 
invited  to  attend  at  the  ceremonies  to  be  performed 
on  tiie  22d  of  February  instant,  in  honor  of  the 
memory  of  Qcorge  Wadungton ;  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent be  requested  to  saperiBteud  the  deposit  of. 
the  remaioB  of  the  deceased  in  the  place  which  has 
been  selected  for  that  purpose. 

Ur.  Thoicas  obarared  that  the  gentlemiaa  bad 
not  yesterday  been  in  the  Horue,  having  been 
detained  from  it  by  indispositiont  and  was  not 
probably  aware  that  the  arrangement  proposed 
ID  his  resolution  was  already  within  the  power 
of  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  8peal:er  of 
the  House,  who  had  been  introsted  with  a  die- 
oretion  as  to  the  details  of  the  removal  of  the 
remaioa.  There  could  not  be  a  doubt  that  those 
gentlemen  woold  adopt  a  coarse  similar  to  tbat 
now  proposed ;  and  therefore  it  wonM  be  on- 
nooeseary  and  improper  to  pan  a  nparate  tmh 
lotion  on  the  eat^ectk 

Hr.  Adaib,  oonatdering  it  more  respeetftil  to 
adopt  the  coarse  he  had  dedgnated,  indited  cm 
the  propriety  of  the  reeolntioii. 

Ur.  ADAua  ooDcmred  in  the  aenttment  ex- 
pressed by  Mr.  Adaik.  A  very  solemn  act  was 
about  to  be  performed  on  the  part  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  pec^le,  and  he  thought  it 
would  appear  better  bcnoro  the  world,  and  be- 
fore posterity,  that  l^ese  invitations  should  be 
^ven  by  a  direct  act  of  the  Honse. 

Ifr.  Dbattoit  fiiUy  agreed  in  the  opinion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Uassachosetts.  He  was 
perfectly  snre  that  not  the  least  disrespect  to- 
wards the  Freudent  of  tbe  United  States  had 
been  intended  by  the  mover  of  the  resolution ; 
yet  snch  an  inference  might  be  drawn  on 
part  €t  the  wmid.  It  was  a  great  oocanon— 
sooh  a  one  as  wotdd  probably  never  oconr  again ; 
and  he  thought  it  not  deoorotu  in  the  House  to 
leave  to  its  presiding  officer  an  act  which  had 
better  be  done  by  itself.  It  would  be  mora  re- 
spectful to  the  Chief  Hagistrate  to  adopt  the 
resototion. 

Mr.  Thomas  stud  he  withdraw  all  objections 
to  it. 

Kr.  WioKLiFFB  said  that,  considering  the  in- 
timate relation  which  subsisted  .between  the 
Ohief  Justice  Marshall  and  George  Washington, 
he  would  soggest  to  the  raover  of  tihe  nsdation, 
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whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  amend  it  by 
insertiiw  the  words  "and  the  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Oonrt  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  AoAiB  accepted  themodlficatimi;  where- 
upon, 

Mr.  WiOKUPFK  farther  snggeated  the  pro- 
priety of  adding  the  name  of  Charles  Oarroll  of 
Oarrollton,  which  was  accepted  in  litce  manner. 

Mr.  Adaub  thought  it  might  be  proper  to  ex- 
tend the  limits  of  the  resolution  still  farther, 
and  include  the  name  of  James  Madison.  He 
was  not  snre  that  it  would  be  in  the  power  of 
Mr.  Madison  to  comply  with  the  invitation; 
ba^  as  the  Honse  was  about  to  do  honor  to 
Itsdf  and  to  the  nation,  it  was  a  mark  of  re- 
spect due  to  this  diatingnished  dtizen,-to  indnde 
him  among  those  spedally  invited  hj  its  an- 
tbority. 

T£i.  Cahson  inc^nired  whet^fr  it  would  not 
be  proper,  liefore  inviting  fJiese  individuals,  to 
have  a  distinct  nnderstandii^  whether  the  sur- 
vivor and  heir  of  General  Washington  would 
consent  to  the  removal  of  his  body. 

The  Chaib  stated,  in  reply  to  this  inquiry, 
that  letters  had  been  written  that  morning  by 
the  prodding  oflloer  of  the  Senate  and  hinuel^ 
to  ascertain  whether  such  OfHisent  would  bo 
given. 

Mr.  EuAwoBTH  thongbt  there  was  no  need 
of  wdting  on  that  account  since  the  &ct  itself, 
that  such  invitations  had  been  given,  might 
have  an  effect  in  rendering  die  survivor  of  the 
Washington  family  the  more  willing  to  consent 
to  the  removal. 

Mr.  E.  EvEBKTT  observed  that  the  specifica- 
tion of  certain  individuals  in  this  resolution 
might  be  supposed  as  intended  to  exdnde  all 
other  persons.  To  prevent  this,  he  thought  it 
would  be  proper  to  give  a  cUacnetion  to  the 
predding  officers,  by  the  addition  of  some  snch 
clause  as  this,  "  together  witi^  snob  other  per- 
sons aa  the  Preddent  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  Honse  may  think  proper." 

Mr.  Dbatton  add  that  be  nndentood  snoh  ft 
discretion  to  have  been  already  vested  by  the 
resolution  formerly  passed, 

Mr.  Kbbb  soggested  that  it  would  be  more 
proper  to  specify  the  relatives  of  the  &niily. 

Mr.  EvKUTT  thought  it  wonld,  and  moved  it 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Caubbblknq  sud  that  he  hoped  be 
should  not,  in  the-motion  he  was  about  to  make, 
violate  the  obligations  of  decorum,  or  be  oon- 
ddered  wanting  in  ddicaoy,  when  he  sug- 
gested the  pnmnety  of  extending  tlie  invitation 
m  the  resolutioa  to  tiie  late  I^esidoit  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Adaus  said,  that  while  be  was  gratefhl 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York  for  the  motion 
which  he  had  made,  he  must  be  permitted  to 
request  tbat  he  would  withdraw  it.  He  was 
sufficiently  honored  in  the  tact  that  such  an  in- 
vitation had  been  proposed ;  whatever  he  might 
have  been,  he  held  at  present  what  he  condd- 
ered  the  most  honorable  station  that  could  i>e 
oonftrred  on  him  aa  on^  ot  the  xepreseatatina 
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of  the  people  of  the  TTnited  States^  He  repeat- 
ed his  request  that  the  motion  might  be  vith- 
drawQ ;  whereupon, 

Mr.  Oambbblehq  said  that  if  sach  was  the 
gentlemaa's  wish,  he  should  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion, and  he  withdrew  it  aooordlnglf. 

The  resolntion,  as  modified,  was  then  agreed 
to. 

Jfn.  WaAinffton^t  SmuUtu. 

Mr.  Bates,  of  Maine,  said  that  when  the  sub- 
ject of  removing  the  remains  of  Washiogton 
Dad.  yestndar  bran  onder  discussion,  snob  had 
been  his  feetiogs  that  he  mold  sot  have  spoken 
one  word.  He  bad  Mt  as  if  it  was  wrong  to 
remove  tibose  relics ;  and  one  of  the  strongest 
objectionB  in  his  mind  was  the  idea  of  separat- 
ing the  dost  of  'Washiogton  from  that  of  his 
beloved  consort.  He  had  since  discovered,  from 
records  which  ne  then  held  in  his  hand,  that 
when  Mrs.  Washington  consented  to  the  re- 
moval of  her  husband's  body,  it  was  the  distinct 
nnderstanding,  Iwtween  her  and  the  then  Presi- 
dent of  tfie  Unitod  States,  that  if  hit  remains 
ehonld  be  removed,  her  own  should  be  laid  be- 
ride  them.  He  faact  opposed  the  motion  yester- 
diur,  bnt  rince  it  had  passed,  he  would  to-day 
oflnr  a  resolntion,  the  effect  of  which  woold  be 
to  prevent  the  separation  to  which  he  had  al- 
luded. He  hoped  it  would  receive  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  Honee. 

Mr.  Bjltbb  then  offered  the  following : 

Rnelvtd  by  Hu  Senate  tmd  Bbtm  vf  Rmetmtn- 
tiven.  That  the  Preudent  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  BepresentkUvea  be  hereby  author- 
ized to  make  application  to  John  A.  Washington, 
of  Mount  Vernon,  and  to  George  W.  F.  Custis, 
erandflon  of  Mrs.  Washington,  for  the  remains  of 
Hartba  Washington,  to  be  removed,  and  deposited 
In  the  cai^tot  at  Washington  City,  at  the  same  Ume 
with  those  of  her  late  consort  Qeorge  Washington, 
and,  If  leave  be  obtidned,  to  measores  accord- 
ingly. 

Jix,  Bxix,  one  of  the  committee  of  twenty- 
Ibor,  stated  the  ei^ress  nndentandiiu  of  that 
committee  tiiat  the  remans  of  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton sboald  accompany  those  of  her  husband. 

Mr.  WiOKurra,  another  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, confirmed  this  statement,  and  thought 
that  part  of  the  arrangemeoits  had  best  be  left 
to  the  presiding  officers. 

Mr.  Mkwo»»,  though  he  would  have  been 
contented  with  such  a  reference,  thooght,  as 
the  resolution  had  been  brought  forward,  it 
ought  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Gbennell  thought  so  too,  but  still  hoped 
the  mover  woold  consent  to  withdraw  it 

Mr.  Adaju  hoped  the  reaolntitm  would  pass. 
He  confirmed  t£e  statement  as  to  the  under- 
Btanding  in  the  committee,  and  expressed  his 
hope  that,  08  the  committee  had  been  perfeotiy 
unanimous  on  this  point,  the  House  would  be 
so  likewise.  The  same  reasons  which  had  in- 
duced bim  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  former  reso- 
lution, inclined  him  to  support  this,  that  respect 
might  be  shown,  first  to  the  illustrious  individ- 


nal  himself,  and  then  to  all  thataornMUided  and 
was  most  dear  to  him. 

Mr.  CsAWFOKD  thought  the  resolntion  oiu^t 
to  pasa,  as  it  would  remove  all  doubt  from  the 
minds  of  tJie  presiding  officers  as  to  the  extend 
of  their  authority  and  doty. 

Mr.  Abnoid  was  not  opposed  to  the  object 
of  tiie  resolntion,  bnt  strongly  in  favor  of  it ; 
yet  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  incorporated  ia 
the  same  resolution  which  referred  to  the  body 
of  General  Washington ;  that  object,  he  bopusd, 
might  yet  be  effected  by  a  reoonaidenitioQ. 

Mr.  ADauB  observed,  in  reply,  that  tiie  ktt- 
mvt  resolution  only  wait  to  cany  into  efl^ 
the  resolve  of  Oongress  in  1799,  and  therein* 
it  would  be  impropwto  indodein  itareferenoa 
to  the  remains  of  Mrs.  Waidbington. 

Mr.  Arnold,  hoping  that  if  the  former  reso- 
lntion were  reoonsidered,  not  only  the  seocnd 
wonld  be  included,  bat  that  a  nnanimona  rote 
might  be  obtained  in  favor  of  both,  moved  the 
reconsideration  accordingly. 

As  the  resolution  had  not  been  sent  to  the 
Senate,  the  motion  was  entertained  by  the 
Ohair. 

Mr.  Thomas  opposed  the  motion  to  reconsider 
as  bemg  not  only  needless,  but  improper.  Tfa« 
two  resolutiona  ought  not  to  be  blended,  bnt 
very  properly  followed  each  other. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Geoqpa,  aft»  some  ex- 
planation of  what  passed  m  the  committee 
twenty-iour,  answered  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Abnold,}  that  he  was  mis- 
taken, if  he  expected  to  obtain  aunanimoos 
vote.  He  for  one  should  vote  to-day  as  he  bnd 
voted  yesterday,  and  for  the  same  reasons. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Shei^rd  expressed  liis  sorprise 
at  the  difference  of  opinions  entertained  by  the 
members  of  the  committee.  If  not  improper, 
it  would  be  highly  desirable  to  learn  the  views 
which  the  Vice  President  and  Speaker  enter- 
tained of  the  powers  given  tiiem  by  tiie  reeolo- 
tiona. 

The  Speaxbb  sidd,  as  fiu-  as  his  own  opinion 
was  conoemed,  he  bad  no  hemtation  in  saying 
that  the  resolutions  of  yestw^y  were  oontined 
distinctly  to  the  object  of  the  resolntions  of 
1799,  which  related  to  the  body  of  G«cMg« 
Washington,  and  to  that  alone. 

Mr.  Shxpfxrd  urged  this  reply  to  show  that 
the  committee  of  twentf-fonr  had  beoa  mi»- 
taken  in  their  nnderstanding  of  the  matter,  and 
he  urged  unanimity  either  in  reconsidering  the 
former  resolntion  or  adopting  the  present. 

Mr.  Dkabbobn  was  opptwed  to  the  re<ftm- 
sideration,  for  the  object  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Axhold.)  A  separ- 
rate  resolution  like  uiis  would  ewfier  a  hidier 
honor  on  the  remains  <rf  Mrs.  WasUngton,  than 
had  ever,  in  the  history  of  the  world,  been  ooa- 
ferred  on  any  female. 

Mr.  WiLLUMS  ssid  he  hoped  the  gentienian 
from  Tennessee  (Hr.  Akr^ld)  wonld  withdntv 
his  motion. 

Mr.  Abnolu  refused  to  do  so,  and  again 
oi^ed  the  impropiiety  of  separating  the  two 
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reriUotioos.  If  gentlemen  dkoie  to  hold  oat  in 
the  negative,  thej  might  do  so.  Bnt  he  knew 
of  more  than  one  who,  having  witnessed  the 
expression  of  the  will  of  the  Honse,  were  desir- 
ons  of  altering  their  votes  for  the  sake  of  nnan- 
imi^. 

Mr.  Spkioht  demanded  the  previons  question, 
bat  consented  to  withdraw  it  to  admit  a  brief 
reply  from 

Mr.  Tbohpson  ;  npon  which,  that  gentleman 
vindicated  the  course  he  had  pnnrned. 

Mr.  Spsioht  renewed  the  call,  bat  again 
vdved  it,  to  accommodate 

Jtx.  Booir,  who  pledged  himsdf  to  renew  it, 
wUoh  he  did,  after  a  very  brief  explanation  of 
Ills  own  ooimaet.  ThO  dall  for  the  previooB 
qaestion  was  eeoonded  hy  the  Hoose— yeas  107. 

When  the  miun  qaesoon  was  pat  on  reoon- 
ridering,  and  lost  withoat  a  ooont 

Hr.  £tans,  of  Uune,  now  moved  the  pre- 
viooB  qnestioD  on  the  reeolntion  of  Mr.  Bates, 
bnt  consented  to  withdraw  the  call,  at  the  re- 
qnest  of 

Mr.  KsRB,  who  saggested  the  propriety  of 
making  the  same  appncatlon  to  the  sorviviog 
relations  of  Mrs.  Washington,  in  respect  to  her 
remuns,  which  had  been  ordered  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  relatives  of  the  General  in  re- 
gard to  his.  Mr.  E.  enlarged  npon  the  mani&Bt 
Jnstioe  and  propriety  of  raoh  a  coarse. 

Mr.  Batxs  accepted  tiie  mo^cation  of  his 
nsolntion  to  meet  the  views  of  the  gentieman 
last  ap,-by  addinc  the  words  "  and  of  George 
W.  P.  Onstts,  miMSoa  of  Mrs.  Washington." 

The  resolation  was  then  carried  withoat  a 
coont. 

After  the  resolation  had  passed,  Mr.  Eebb 
ezpressed  a  wish  to  withdraw  the  amendment 
he  had  sabmitted. 

The  Spbakbb  informed  him  the  resolation  had 
passed,  uid  had  gone  to  the  Senate  for  concnr- 
renoe. 

Apportiomunt  SUL 

The  Hoase  then  resnmed  the  appoHfonment 

bill — the  question  being  on  Mr.  Olatton'b  mo- 
tion to  recoDsider  the  vote  by  which  a  ratio  of 
48,000  was  stricken  oat,  and  44,400  inserted  in 
lien  of  that  nnmber. 

Mr.  Polk  wished  to  have  one  vote  more 
taken,  and  he  woold  thee,  if  it  was  negatived, 
submit.  He  moved  that  the  bill  tie  recommittM 
to  a  Select  Committee,  with  iiratractions  to  in- 
sert 47,700  as  the  ratio,  and  this  number  would 
not  increase  the  House  more  than  half  the 
number  which  woold  be  the  result  from  the 
ad(H)tioa  of  44,800. 

Mr.  Aducb  s^d,  if  he  was  di^rased  to  protract 
the  debate,  he  would  vote  for  the  amendment ; 
but  as  the  sense  of  the  Hoose  had  been  twice 
taken,  and  as  it  was  so  thoroughly  aseerttdned 
that  48,000  woold  not  be  exoe«dod,  he  hoped 
fiuther  attempts  would  not  be  made  for  a  Uu^r 
number ;  he  would  vote  against  the  amendment 
as  well  OS  a^fainst  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Polk 
to  reoommit,  t»  he  eonsidered  the  obiee^MU 
VouXi^-a$ 


[aorB. 

against  them  both  as  strong  as  against  any 
numbers  submitted  to  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Polk's 
motion  to  recommit  tiie  bill  to  the  committee, 
with  instmctions  to  insert  4^700  in  lien  ix 
44,800 ;  which  motion  prevailed,  by— yeas  105, 
nays  91. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pouc,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  oommittee  should  consist  of  seven  persons ; 
and  Messrs.  Polk,  Holland,  Trompsox  of 
Ohio,  J.  Kdto,  Thokas  of  Loniaiana,  Babstow, 
and  Bdohib,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Yasob  moved  that  a  statement  of  tiie 
several  fractions,  to  be  ranted  by  the  adoption 
of  47,700  fin:  the  ratio,  in  each  State,  and  read 
to  the  House,  diould  be  printed ;  wMch  was 
ordered. 


WiDSXSDAT,  February  16. 
Apportionment  BUI. 
Mr.  Polk,  from  the  Select  Oommittee  to 
which  was  recommitted  yesterday  ^e  bill  for 
the  apportionment  of  representatives  according 
to  the  fifth  census,  with  instractions  to  strike 
out  44,800,  and  to  insert  47,700,  reported  the 
said  bill,  amended  according  to  Qie  sud  Instmc- 
tions. 

Mr.  WiuiAHS  hoped  he  would  not  press  the 
motion:  the  present  subject  might  be  post- 
poued,  and  the  appropriation  bills  taken  up: 
he  hoped  never  to  see  the  previons  qaestion 
brought  down  upon  the  House,  while  deliberat- 
ing on  each  a  sabjeot. 

Mr.  MoDuFFiB  disclaimed  all  idea  fordng 
any  gentieman  into  one  coarse  or  uwther;  tiie 
Hoase  would  act  freely. 

The  Chaib  saggested  that  the  previous  ques- 
tioD  would  uot  accomplish  the  object  the  gea- 
tleman  had  in  view.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  in  the  nature  of  an  amendment  to 
the  billj  and  the  whole  snl^ect  would  be  open  to 
discnasion. 

Mr.  Pole  rose  to  inmihn  whether  the  Ch^r 
had  dedded  that  after  the  House  bad  instructed 
the  oommittee  to  amend  this  bill  in  a  particular 
manner,  and  the  bill  had  been  reported  fnm 
the  committee  so  amended,  it  was  then  neces- 
sary for  the  House  to  act  upon  the  amendment. 

The  Spbakbb  sud  tiiat  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  Polk  said,  with  all  defmnioe  to  tiie 
Chair,  he  was  boand  to  ^>peal  frraa  the  deci- 
sion. 

The  Spbakbb  stated  the  prindplesapoa which 
the  decision  was  founded. 

An  animated  discusrion  arose  on  p<^t  of 
order,  in  which  Messra.  Tatlob,  Cabboh,  Wick- 
Lirra,  and  Etkbcxt  supported  the  dedsion  of 
the  Chair,  and  Means.  MoDunu  and  Folk 
advocated  the  views  of  the  latter  gentieman ; 
but,  before  the  qaestion  was  takm  <m  the  ap- 
peid, 

Mr.  Polk  sud  he  was  unwilling  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House  by  this  inoidental  qnes- 
ticHti,  and  tiioogh  his  opinion  was  unchanged, 
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he  would  withdraw  the  appeal,  and  move  that 
the  HoQse  concur  with  the  amoidnieiit  made 
hj  the  committee. 

The  qnestion  racurred  on  concarring  with 
the  committee  in  their  report,  (viz.  47,700,) 
and  was  decided  In  the  amimatiTe  by— yeaa 
119,  nars  76. 

Mr.  Pouc  then  moved  the  alterations  in  the 
residue  of  the  Inll  which  was  rendered  neoes- 
tar  J  by  this  vote ;  whioh  was  agreed  to ;  and 
the  biU  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  its  tidrd 
reading  to-morrow. 


Thdbbdat,  Febroary  16. 
Semcval  of  the  IndiaTU, 
The  following  Kessage  was  reouved  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 

WiBBtamnij  ISM  ^Urtuary,  ISSS. 
Jb  the  BentUe  and  Sotm  of  JUpnatMatAttt : 
BeiDK  more  and  more  convinced  that  the  desd- 

Sr  of  ue  ^diaoB  within  the  eettled  portion  of  the 
nited  States  dependa  npon  their  entire  and  speedj 
migration  to  the  country  west  of  the  MIsaisrippi  set 
apart  for  their  permaoflnt  readeoce,  I  am  anxious 
that  all  the  artangements  aeoenarr  to  the  complete 
ezectttiwi  of  the  ^an  of  rNoorat  and  to  the  nki- 
mate  seeoritj  and  ImpcoTement  <^  the  Indians, 
should  be  made  irithont  further  delay.  These  who 
lure  already  remored,  and  are  remonng,  are  suf- 
fioieotly  numerouB  to  engage  the  serious  attention 
of  the  QoTemmeot  -,  and  it  is  due  not  lem  to  them 
than  to  the  obligation  which  tho  nation  bu  as- 
sumed, that  every  reasonable  step  should  be  taken 
to  fulfil  the  expectations  that  have  been  held  out  to 
them.  Huiy  of  thoee  who  yet  remain,  wlU,  no 
doubt,  within  a  short  period,  become  sensible  that 
the  course  recommended  Is  the  only  one  which 
promises  stability  of  improvement,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  all  of  them  will  realiee  this  truth,  and 
nmte  with  their  brethren  beyond  the  Miaslsdppi. 
Should  they  do  so,  there  would  then  be  no  qaestitHi 
of  Jurisdiction  to  prerent  the  Govemment  fivn 
exMdidng  such  a  geiMial  control  over  their  afUrs 
as  may  be  essential  to  their  interest  and  safety : 
should  any  of  them,  however,  repel  the  ofTer  of  re- 
moval, they  are  free  to  remun ;  but  they  must 
remun  with  such  privileges  and  disabilities  as  the 
respective  States,  within  whose  jurisdiction  they  he, 
may  prescribe. 

X  transmit,  herewith,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  which  presents  a  general  outline  of  the 
progresB  that  hss  alresdy  been  made  in  this  work, 
and  of  all  that  remains  to  be  done.  It  will  be  per- 
ceived that  much  ioformation  is  yet  necessary  for 
the  &dthful  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  Gov- 
ernmeat,  wiUiout  which  It  will  be  Imposrible  to 
provide  fbr  the  execution  of  some  of  the  existing 
stipulations,  or  mike  those  prudential  arrange- 
ments, upon  wliicb  the  final  success  of  the  whole 
movement,  so  fkr  as  relates  to  the  Indians  them- 
selves, must  depend. 

I  recommend  the  subject  to  the  attention  of 
Congress,  in  the  hope  that  the  suggestions  in  this 
report  may  be  found  useful,  and  that  provision  may 
be  made  for  the  ai^M^tment  of  the  commiarioners 
therein  referred  ia,  and  for  Testing  them  with  such 
authority  as  may  tw  neeessaiy  to  the  satis&otory 
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perfbrmance  of  tlw  important  duties  proposed  to  bo 
fntnisted  totliem. 

ANDREW  J  ACKSOK. 

The  Message  and  doooments  were  T^tarted 
to  tiie  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

^maintof  TTosAtRfrtMt. 
The  Bpbaekb  annonnced  to  the  Honae  that 
the  Vice  President  and  himself  in  the  ftilfil- 
ment  of  the  joint  resolutions  of  the  two  Honaes^ 
in  relation  to  ^e  celebration  of  the  centennial 
anniTersary  of  the  birthday  of  George  Washing- 
ton, addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  John  A.  Washing- 
toD,  and  to  Mr.  Q.  W.  P.  CostiS)  reoiMrtfaw  tMr 
consent  to  the  ranoral  of  the  remams  of  Georg* 
Wa^ington  and  Martha  Washington,  and  had 
received  their  answers,  copies  of  all  <tf  which 
he  laid  before  the  Hoose^  and  whidi  are  as  fbl- 
lows: 

WABHmaTOH,  Aftntory  14,  ISM. 
Sia :  The  Senate  sad  House  of  TTenimii  iilsllne 
have  passed  a  joint  resolution  to  celebrate  the 
ceotenniat  birthday  of  Geom  Washington,  author* 
ixinff  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  to  make  applic«tioa 
to  you  for  his  remains,  to  be  removed,  and  depo» 
Ited  In  the  cqiit<d  at  Washington,  in  coofisndty 
with  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  S4th  Deeem< 
ber,  1799. 

They  have  passed  another  joint  resolutioa, 
authorizing  us  to  make  application  to  you  and  Mr. 
G.  W.  P.  Gustis,  for  the  remains  of  Martha  Wash- 
ington, to  be  removed  and  deposited  at  tlie  esaie 
time  with  those  of  her  late  eooaeri  Qe^e  Wash* 
ington. 

We  herewith  encloee  copies  of  these  resolatiaoB, 
and.  In  the  ^Dscharge  of  the  duty  imposed  on  us, 
have  to  request  that  you  will  give  us  as  eariy  an 
answer  to  tUs  appUcation  as  may  be  practicable. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
your  (^dlent  semnts, 

3.  0.  CALHOUN, 
Viee  PrendnU,  and  PrtndtrU  of  the  SetuU. 

a:  STEVENSON, 
BpeaktfQftkt  Botat  of  B^mniUaiHa. 
lb.  J.  A.  WasBUiaioii,  Mount  Fsmon, 

A  similar  letter  to  the  above  was  addmaed 
to  Qeorge  W.  P.  CnsUa,  Esq. 

MoDHi  Tbehm,  Febniary  18, 188S. 
To  tha  konorabU  tht  Pretident  of  the  Senate, 

and  the  Speaker  of  the  Houu  vf  It^maentativet. 

GiNTLKiiEif :  I  have  to  scknowledge  the  rccdpt 
of  your  letter,  and  the  resolutions  of  Congress  to 
carry  into  complete  elfect  that  which  was  adopted 
in  I)ecember,  1799,  for  the  lenwvalof  the  remains 
of  George  Washington  to  the  seat  of  Government. 

I  have  received  with  profound  senaiblUty  the 
expression  of  the  desire  of  Congress,  representing 
the  whole  nation,  to  have  the  custody  and  care  of 
the  remains  of  my  revered  relative ;  and  the  strug- 
gle which  it  has  produced  in  my  mind  between  a 
sense  of  duty  to  the  hieheflt  aathorities  of  my  coon- 
try  andprivatefeelings  has  been  greatiy  embanass- 
Ing.  But  when  I  recollect  that  his  will,  In  respect 
to  tiie  ^position  of  his  remains,  baa  been  reeentiy 
carried  into  foil  effect,  and  that  th^  now  repose  m 
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perfiact  tranquillity,  snrrouDded  br  thoK  of  other 
endeared  memben  of  the  £unUy,  I  hope  Coagresa 
win  doJoBtlee  to  the  hwUtm  whieh  Mem  to  me  to 
require  Oat  I  abonld  not  eooaent  to  tbdr  separa- 

tlOQ. 

I  pray  yon,  gentlemen,  to  commnnieate  these 
■entiments  and  feelinga  to  Consrew,  with  the  grate- 
ful acknovledgmenlH  of  the  whole  of  the  relatives 
of  my  grand  uncle,  for  the  diBtioguished  honor 
which  was  intended  to  hia  memory,  and  accept  for 
yootaelrea  asBuraooea  of  my  gratitude  and  esteem. 

JOHN  A.  WASHIKQTON. 

ASLIMOTOir  HOCSK, 

7Sie$dav  NigJU,  Febntary  14,  1882. 

GcMTLiifraT:  The  letter  yoa  hare  done  me  the 
honor  to  write  to  me,  requestiifg  my  consent  to  the 
remoral  of  the  renMins  of  my  Tenmble  grand 
parents  from  thdr  pr«Mnt  reetfut  plaea  to  the 
cwitol,  I  hare  tUs  moment  reedveo. 

I  gire  my  most  hearty  consent  to  the  remoral 
itf  the  remains,  after  the  manner  requested,  and 
eongratolate  the  Ooremment  npMi  the  ajmrMch- 
ing  coDsnmmafion  of  a  groat  aot  trfnadonu  grati- 
tode. 

I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  rwpeot, 

gentlemeii,  your  molt  obedient  aerrant,  

GBORaa  W.  P.  CU8TI& 
To  the  Hon.  Johv  C.  Calhodit, 

Fte*  PretidetU  of  the  Ututtd  Btatat. 

Amdkkw  SnriMSOir, 
BpeaJeer  <ifUu  Houu  ofJttprae»taHvu  V.  3. 

Ifr.  Etkbrt  BOggMted  the  prc^e^  of  re- 
forring  these  letters  to  a  Select  Oommittee,  in- 
asmuch ss  their  reoeptkm  might  render  it  neo- 
essary  to  make  some  oliange  In  the  oontem- 
plated  ATrangemeot  for  tibe  approaching  oelehrar- 
Bon. 

Vi.  Thou&b,  of  Lonteiana,  thoofht  the  HooBe 
had  gone  as  far  as  it  need  go.  Let  tiie  whole 
proceedings  be  ^read  upon  the  Joomals,  ud 
there  let  the  matter  rest 

Ur.  Adaais  thooght  the  commitment  would 
tw  annecessaiT ;  and  after  a  diort  oonTersatioD, 
Ur.  EruBTT  agreed  to  witb&aw  his  motion. 

ApportiMmmU  SUk 

The  MH  for  the  apportiooment  of  repreaent- 
attves  was  read  a  third  time. 

ICr.  Datib,  of  Uaisaohtuetta  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nars  on  the  passue  of  the  bill,  whUA 
was  <»rdered,  and  were  as  follows: 

Tus.— Xesars.  Adidr,  Alexander,  0.  AUan,  R. 
Allen,  AUison,  Anderson,  Angel,  Archer,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  Babcocic,  Banks,  BamweU,  Barringer,  Bar- 
stow,  J.  Bates,  Bell,  Bergen,  Betbone,  James  Blair, 
John  Blair,  Boon,  Bench,  Bouldin,  Branch,  J.  G. 
Brodhead,  Buoher,  Bollard,  Burd,  Burges,  Gambre- 
leng,  Carr,  Cbinn,  OoibOme,  Clay,  Clayton,  Collier, 
Conner,  B.  Oooke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Craig,  Craw- 
ford, Davenport,  Deyan,  Dewart,  Doubleday,  Dray- 
ton, Duncan,  Q.  Evans,  J.  Evans,  Felder,  ^txger- 
aid,  Foster,  Gaither,  Oihnore,  Gordon,  Griffin,  W. 
BaU,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Heister,  Hogan,  Holhmd, 
Ihrie,  Isacks,  Jewett,  R.  H.  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, Eavatta^h,  Kennon,  A.  Eing,  J.  King,  H.  King, 
Lamar.  Lansing,  Leavitt,  Letcher,  Lewis,  Lyon, 
UaoD  Xardis^  Mason,  Maisball,  Maxwell,  IfoCarty, 
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W.  McCoy,  B.  McCov,  McDuffle.  Mclntire,  McKen- 
nan,  Milligan,  T.  R.  If itohell,  Muhlenberg,  Newnan, 
Nuckolls,  Pattoo,  Pearce,  Pierson,  Polk,  Potts, 
Bencher,  Roane,  Root,  Russel,  W.  B.  Sbepard,  A. 
H.  Shepperd,  Smith,  Soule,  Speight,  Standifer, 
Stephens,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  P.  Thomas,  Wiley 
Thompson,  J.  Thomson,  TomiAins,  Tracy,  Ter- 
planck,  Vinton,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Wayne,  E.  Whit- 
tlesey, F.  Whittiesey,  C.  P.  White,  E.  D.  White, 
WicUifife,  Wilde— 180. 

Natb. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alston,  Armstrong, 
Barber,  J.  B.  Barfoonr,  1. 0.  Sues,  Beardsley,  Bnns, 
J.  Brodhead,  Caboon,  Cboate,  L.  Con^ct,  S.  Cod4U% 

E.  Cooke,  Crane,  Creighton,  J.  Davis,  Dearborn, 
Denny,  Dickson,  Doddrtdve,  Ellsworth,  EL  Everett, 
H.  Everett,  Orcnnell,  T.  H.  BaU,  Hammona,  Bar- 

gtr,  Hodges,  Hoffman,  Boward,  Hubbard,  Hunt, 
ontiingtOD,  Irrin,  Jarvis,  C.  C.  Johnston,  Kendall, 
Kerr,  Lecompte,  Mercer,  Newton,  Pitcher,  Ran- 
doipli,  J.  Seed,  E.  C.  Reed,  Oade,  Sonthard,  Sterrs, 

F.  Thomas,  Tance,  Washington,  Watmongfa,  Week% 
WnUn,  Wheeler,  WHUams,  Toong— 08. 

8im^  Carolina  Claim*.  < 
The  HoQse  then  took  op  the  bill  allowing  the 
State  of  Soatb  (^iroliaa  certain  aams  on  aoooont 
of  expenditures  made  by  her  for  defesoe  daring 
the  late  war.  The  question  before  the  - Honse 
was  upon  ooncnrreDce  with  the  Oommittee  of 
the  "Vniole  in  the  amendment  allowing  a  oerttUa 
amount  for  blankets  furnished,  which  was  car- 
ried. 

Ur.  WnrrrLssBT  moved'  forther  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  therefrom  the  first  and 
second  sections^  allowing  the  State  interest  on 
ent^n  soms.  He  stated  Hot  a  bill  from  the 
Seuate  had  been  referred  to  the  Odmmittee  fXt 
Olaims,  (of  which  he  is  chairman.)  allowing  iiH 
terest  to  all  those  States  who  had  paid  interest 
on  the  moneys  they  had  advanced  to  the  Geir- 
eral  Government.  The  Oommittee  of  Cliums 
proposed  sn  amendment  to  that  bUl,  which  re- 
tuned  the  Senate's  principle,  bnt  extended  it 
to  all  advances  made  dj  any  of  t^e  States.  He 
thought  it  Iwtter  that  these  sllowances  ^ould 
t>e  embraoed  ia  one  general  law,  applying  alike 
to  all  the  States. 

Ur.  HoDuim  urged  against  this  motion  the 
delay  which  had  already  takeo  plaoe.  South 
Oarolioa  had  widted  for  five  sesnons,  and  had 
expended  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  dtdlaia  in 
presenting  her  claims.  Her  agent  was  now  here 
waiting.  The  principle  was  clear,  and  he  was 
willing  that  it  i^oDld  be  i^ipUed  to  all  other 
States  in  like  circumstances. 

ICr.  Dbatton  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
ooQtended  that  South  Oarolina  asked  no  more 
than  what  had  l>een  allowed  in  the  case  of'otber 
States,  and  that,  if  there  was  any  distinction 
between  their  cases  and  hers,  the  distinction 
was  in  her  favor.  Tlie  State  had  a  bank  in 
which  she  invested  her  funds,  when  not  others 
wise  employed;  and  from  which  the  State 
usu^y  aenved  a  dividend  of  from  nine  to 
twelve  per  cent  Yet,  though  her  advanoei 
had  becm  made  frwn  the  stiMk  of  tUa  bank, 
she  demanded  hat  dz  per  cent,  inteneb 
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Hr.  WiLUAua,  of  North  Oarolioa,  contended 
that  ^is  bill  introdaoed  a  new  principle,  namely, 
that  Statea  were  to  be  compensated  for  what 
they  had  lost  in  conBeqnence  ot  making  ad- 
Tanoes  to  the  Union.  If  this  principle  was 
adopted,  it  ought  to  be  carried  folly  out,  and 
Booth  Oarolina,  instead  of  reoelTing  six,  ought 
to  be  allowed  from  nine  to  twelve  per  cent. 
She  had  not  raised  the  money  by  taxes,  or  bor- 
rowed it  on  interest,  bat  had  osed  her  bank 
stock,  on  which  it  was  very  nnoertain  what  in- 
terest she  might  have  received.  The  principle 
established  by  the  Oommittee  of  Claims  was, 
that  the  States  were  to  be  allowed  only  for 
losses  or  injories  actually  snstained,  and  inter- 
est actually  paid. 

Ur.  MaaoEB  protested  with  warmth  against 
the  primnple  that  any  r^rd  was  to  be  had  to 
the  state  and  contUMon  cn  a  Staters  finances  at 
the  time  she  had  advanced  money  to  the  United 
States,  in  settling  the  allowance  of  interest. 
SoQth  Oarolina  had  a  bank ;  and  whether  she 
bad  been  making  upon  its  stock  ten  per  cent., 
or  fifty  per  cent.,  or  a  bnndred  per  cent.,  was 
perfectly  immaterial.  Hx6  only  question  was, 
whether  the  United  States  bad  had  her  money, 
whether  they  ought  to  reimburse  it,  and 
whether  they  ought  not  to  allow  her  the  legal 
;ate  of  interest  daring  the  time  they  bad  had 
the  use  of  it.  The  interest  was  as  much  due 
as  the  prinoipaL  A  State  mig^i,for  oert^n 
reasons,  be  willing  to  wrive  a  part  of  her  dum, 
but  that  did  not  tonoh  die  right.  ]£r.  H.  here 
went  into  a  statement  of  the  circumstances 
which  had  induced  Virginia,  at  one  time,  not 
to  press  the  whole  of  her  demands  upon  the 
United  States.  But  if  one  State  should  choose 
to  compound  for  a  part  of  her  demand,  that  did 
not  in  the  least  affect  the  rights  of  other  States. 

The  prindple  was  a  very  important  one.  It 
was  important  that  all  the  States  should  under- 
stand that,  if  nndra*  any  emergency  the  General 
Government  shoold  be  nnable  to  extend  its 
shield  over  all  the  extremities  of  the  Union, 
those  States  who,  in  such  a  crisis,  made  ad- 
yanoQs  for  the  general  defence,  wotud  be  sore 
of  a  Jost  and  ample  compensation. 

Hr.  WmiTLBBBT,  after  an  exidanalion  to  Ur. 
UiBOiB,  be^ed  that  gentleman  and  all  the 
House  to  take  notice  that  he  was  not  opposed 
to  the  allowanoe  of  interest  in  any  case  where 
advances  had  been  made.  He  ^y  admitted 
^e  justice  of  th«  principle,  that  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  allow  interest  for  the  time 
during  which  it  had  had  the  use  of  the  money 
of  the  States.  Especially  ought  this  principle 
to  be  applied  to  the  advances  made  during  the 
last  war,  when  the  funds  and  credit  of  the  Gen- 
eral GoTwnment  were  so  oompletdy  exhausted, 
that  its  stock  sdd  tm  twelve  and  nineteen  per 
oent.  below  par.  No  mwe  was  asked  Sot  these 
timely  advauoes,  than  a  rimple  interest  of  tij. 
per  cent,  by  allowing  which  the  United  States 
would  nnqnesticMiably  be  great  giUners.  It  was 
not  on  this  ground  that  he  bad  moved  the 
amendment,  but  becanse  he  wished  eqnaljns- 
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tioe  onto  all  the  States,  and  becanse  the  Ull,  ai 
it  stood,  was  in  such  a  shape  that  the  Third 
Auditor  would  have  great  difibndty  in  acting 
upon  it  Vt.  W.  coneorred  with  t&e  gentleman 
from  North  Oarolina  (Hr.  Wiuxufs)  that  the 
bill  did  contain  a  new  prioch>le,  because  interest 
had  heretofore  been  allowed  only  in  cases  where 
the  States  had  themsdves  p<dd  interest  Sach, 
at  Irast,  had  been  the  rule  in  reference  to  the 
last  war.  It  would  be  an  endless  task  to  calcu- 
late the  interest  on  each  particular  sum  from 
the  time  it  had  been  advanced.  The  Senate 
had  proposed  a  better  rule,  which  was  to  com- 
mence the  allowance  of  interest  from  the  time 
when  the  demand  had  first  been  made,  nor  did 
the  bill  spedfy  when  interest  was  to  cease. 
The  Committee  of  Claims  had  mroTided,  in  their 
amendment  to  the  Senate^  mil,  that  intereat 
should  cease  from  the  time  Uie  mamoy  had  beciL 
refrinded. 

Ut,  EuawoBTH  addressed  the  House  fbra 
short  time  on  the  manifest  eqnity  of  allowing 
interest  for  all  advances  made,  whether  the 
money  had  been  drawn  by  taxation  from  ttie 
pockets  of  the  people,  or  advanced  from  a  fond 
already  raised.  The  United  States  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  that  inouiry ;  no  man  would 
make  it  in  private  life.  He  feared  that,  if  the 
amendment  shoidd  be  preasedf  the  wh<^  allow- 
ance might  ful. 

Ttr.  DoDDniDOi  made  an  explanation  m  to 
what  had  been  done  in  the  Virginia  Legislature 
on  the  ml^eot  of  a  demand  for  intwest  at  a 
difibrent  period  from  that  reftned  to  bf  Ur. 
Mbbokb. 

Ur.  MoCoT  confirmed  Kr.  DooDsiDaa's  state- 
ment ;  it  was  the  Congress  which  had  assnmed 
the  principle,  that  Virginia  was  not  to  he  allow- 
ed interest  on  all  her  advances,  but  only  in 
oases  where  she  had  herself  pud  interest  That 
principle  having  been  estabUshed  by  the  Hoase, 
the  Oommittee  of  Claims  held  themselves  bound 
by  it  and  the  claims  of  all  other  States  since 
had  been  cut  down  on  the  same  prindi^ 
Now,  a  new  ground  was  taken,  and  intwest 
was  to  be  allowed  on  fill  advanoea.  Hr.  HcO. 
said  he  was  pr^ared  fi»  t]ii&  proTided  tiie 
principle  shoold  be  applied  equally  to  all  other 
States  cluminff.  On  that  ground,  he  was  in 
&vor  of  tlie  amendment. 

Hr.  HtnmBOTON  advocated  the  bill,  Inristed 
on  the  equity  of  the  general  principle,  and  pro- 
tested gainst  any  reference  to  the  manner  in 
which  t£e  State  might  have  raised  the  money. 
Whatever  labor  the  interest  account  might  oc- 
casion at  the  department  let  it  be  met 
should  it  require  the  whole  force  of  the  office. 
He  had  no  fears  of  establishing  snch  a  prece- 
dent If  the  precedent  was  just  ^  car- 
ried out  ^      efi^t  what  it  might 

Hr.  BuBQia  was  opposed  to  the  amoidment 
It  proposed  to  estabush  a  law  diflbrent  flrem 
that  which  had  existed  at  the  time  thetransafr- 
tioa  in  question  had  taken  place.  It  was  aa 
attempt,  by  (me  of  two  parties  to  a  oratnet,  to 
make  a  rolB  agunst  Hie  other.  They  migftt  ■> 
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well  attempt  to  insert  a  new  condition  in  a 
bond,  or  a  new  date  in  a  note  of  hand.  No  nile 
ooald  be  binding,  bat  by  the  consent  of  both 
parties.  If  the  United  States  acknowled^ 
Soath  Carolina  as  their  agent,  they  mnst  admit 
her  clainiL,  and  allow  interest  from  the  moment 
that  tho  money  passed  out  of  her  hand.  The 
report  of  General  Hamilton  had  settled  the  prin- 
ciple, and  established  it  forever.  It  had,  in 
fact,  been  reoogoized  nnder  the  old  confedera- 
tion ;  nor  could  the  Goremment  with  Justice 
eae^w  from  it  Th«y  were  as  much  bound  as 
if  ihe  money  had  been  advanced  by  France  or 
Spain.  As  to  the  difficulty  aboat  oalcnlsting 
the  intcareat,  it  was  imaginary ;  and  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  expected  to  devise  any  rule 
whatever,  oat  of  which  the  Third  Auditor  could 
not  ruiie  a  difficulty,  and  contrive  some  plea 
for  resisting  the  olfum  of  South  Oarolina,  he  la^ 
bored  in  vain.  If  a  friend  had  advanced  ten 
thousand  dollars  to  relieve  him  in  the  hour  of 
his  necessity,  and  afterwards,  inaseason  of  pros- 
perity, should  ask  to  be  repaid  with  interest,  he 
ahould  blnsh  to  ask  that  friend  whether  be  had 
had  the  money  by  him  when  he  lent  it,  or  in 
what  way  he  had  procured  it.  The  qipeal  was 
to  the  Jnstioe  of  the  Government.  If  they 
wanted  to  eaci^  it,  the  appeal  was  crooked 
and  difficult;  bnt  if  they  meant  to  do  justly, 
the  path  was  plain  and  open. 

Mr.  WmTTLBSKT  ag^n  stated  the  difficulties 
that  wonld  occur  in  making  out,  aooording  to 
the  roles  of  the  department,  each  an  interest 
account  as  the  bill  in  its  present  form  would  re- 
quire. He  delivered  a  eal<^  on  the  Third 
Auditor,  and  said  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  had  had  any  clum  r^ected  by  that 
officer,  he  would  venture  to  say  it  was  one 
whidi  wwld  not  have  passed  by  any  court  of 
justice. 

lb.  Adaks  relied  to  the  olfjection  which 
bad  been  n^ed  Ity  Ur.  BmaBS  agidnst  the 
amendment.  It  was  because  that  amendment 

prop(Med  a  law  by  which  the  payment  of  the 
interest  was  to  be  r^nlated,  that  he  was  in 
&vor  of  it.  Would  the  gentleman  be  good 
enongh  to  inform  the  House  bow  the  allowance 
of  South  Oarolina  was  to  be  made  without  the 
law  f  It  was  for  the  very  reason  that  there 
was  no  law  to  allow  her  claim,  that  she  applied 
to  that  Honse.  The  bill  only  did  partially  what 
the  amendment  proposed  to  do  more  generally. 
If  the  allowance  was  to  be  made,  Mr.  A.  wished 
it  to  be  made  according  to  law.  Would  the 
gentleman  aak  the  Third  Anditor  to  make  any 

E^ment  that  was  not  warranted  by  law? 
e  oonld  tell  the  gentieman  that  if  he  went 
to  that  officer  without  a  law  in  his  hand,  he 
would  get  nothing.  Without  a  new  law,  South 
Carolina  coald  get  no  interest.  He  had  no  ob- 
jections  to  her  receiving  interest ;  but  the  same 
law  which  allowed  it  to  her  ought  to  allow  it 
to  others.  This  was  what  he  had  asked  from 
the  beginning,  and  what  he  asked  now,  that 
the  allowance  should  be  made  for  hw  by  law, 
and  not  by  s  grant  ih)m  the  Treasniy. 


After  a  few  words  of  e^lanation  from  lb. 
Dbatton,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  ammd" 
ment,  and  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
— yeas  180,  nays  47. 

Portrait  ^  WoiMngton, 
The  following  resolntion  was  taken  np  for 

coasideratioD ; 

RtBolved,  Tbat  the  Clerk  of  thb  House  be  direct- 
ed to  employ  John  Yanderlyn,  of  New  York,  to 
paint  ft  full-leneth  portrait  of  Washington,  to  be 
[daced  in  the  Hall  of  RepreaeotoUvea  opposite  to  the 
^m«it  of  lA&yette,  the  head  to  be  a  copy  of 
btoart^  Washington,  and  the  accessories  to  be  left 
to  the  judgment  of  the  arUst ;  and  that  the  sam  of 
one  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  from  the  con- 
tingeDt  fond  of  the  House  for  the  purpose  of  carry - 
uig  tlufl  resolution  into  effect. 

Mr.  Watuouoh,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved 
that  the  resolution  be  amended  by  striking  out 
the  name  of  the  artist ;  he  wished  that  the  best 
talents  of  the  country  should  be  employed ; 
but  he  ol^ected  to  any  thing  like  a  local  ref- 
erence. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDOi  snggested  to  fill  np  the  blank 
with  the  words  "  some  suitable  artist" 

Mr.  Wathovqh  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  Whittlbset  rose^  and  appealed  to  the 
House  whether  something  was  not  owing  to 
the  living  as  well  as  to  the  dead.  And  as 
tiiis  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  oonuderap 
tion  of  private  olums,  he  demanded  the  previous 
question. 

The  call  was  sostained,  yeas  96.  The  pre- 
vious question  was  put^  and  the  resolntitm 
agreed  to. 

iSlEotes^  WtuihingUm. 
The  Honse  proceeded  to  the  consideration  (tf 
the  following  molntion,  reported  from  the 
Oconmittee  on  the  PnUio  Boildings  on  the  Utb 
instant: 

Jtetolvad^  That  the  President  of  the  United  Ptatei 
be  authorlvBd  to  emidoy  Horatio  Greenough,  of  Ua»* 
sachusetts,  to  execute,  in  marble,  a  Ml-length  pe- 
destrian statue  of  Washington,  to  be  placed  in  the 
centre  of  the  rotundo  of  the  capitol ;  the  head  to 
be  a  cop7  of  Houdon's  Washington,  [in  the  oapitol 
at  Richmond,}  and  the  accessories  to  be  left  to  the 
judgment  of  the  artist. 

Xhe  question  was  put,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows— yeas 
114,  nays  SO. 

(Xmm^Mn.  Oommoion  DteatMr. 

The  Honse  then  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  SmenT  in  the  chair,  on  the  follow- 
ing bill  for  the  reUef  of  Snsan  Decatur : 

Be  it  enacted,  At.,  That  the  sam  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated, as  a  full  compensaUon  and  reninneration  to 
Susan  Decatur,  widow  and  representatiTS  of  the  late 
Captain  Stepben  Decatur,  the  commander,  and  to 
the  ofBoers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  acboon* 
er  Intrepid,  for  the  capture  and  deetniction  of  the 

Digi:ized  by  Google 


698 


ABBIDGMEMT  OF  THB 


H.  (w  R.] 

Tripolitaa  frigmte,  late  tb«  United  States  ftigate 
Fblkdelphia,  out  of  anj  monej  id  the  Tmiorj  not 
otberwiw  appropriated. 

8>C.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  oom 
<tf  one  hundred  thoiuand  dollara  be  divided  among, 
and  paid  (ander  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Natj)  to,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  squad- 
ron, and  to  the  enrnving  officers  and  crew  of  the 
laid  Khooner  Intreind,  tad  the  repreaentttiTes  of 
such  aa  are  dead,  in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to 
Bay:  to  the  widow  of  the  late  Commodore  Preble, 
the  commander  of  the  squadron,  five  tbounand  dol- 
lars ;  to  Susan  Decatur,  the  widow  and  legal  repre- 
aentatire  of  the  late  Stephen  Decatur,  being  the  of- 
ficer included  in  the  first  class,  thirty'-one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  forty-two  cents ; 
to  the  officers  included  in  the  second  class,  or  their 
lenl  repreientatlTes,  vis.  James  Lawrence,  Joseph 
Bunbiidge,  and  Jonathan  Thorn,  their  equal  pro- 
portions of  tweWe  thousand  fire  hundred  and  rixty- 
sour  d(^n  and  ninety-six  cents;  to  the  officers  lb 
eluded  in  the  third  claas,  viz.  Lewis  HeermaQ,  Halpb 
Ixard,  WUliam  Wiley,  William  Hook,  and  Edward 
Kellar,  or  their  legal  rn»resentativee,  thtAr  equal 
proporUons  of  fourteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
nfty-dgbt  dollani  and  twenty-eight  cents ;  to  the 
persons  ioeluded  in  the  foartb  cImb,  tIs.  Thomas 
jCcDoDongh,  Cbaries  Morris,  John  Davis,  John 
Bowe,  Alezander  Lawes,  Thomas  0.  Anderson, 
James  Hetoalf,  Nicholas  Brown,  and  Joseph  Boyd, 
or  tlwir  l^al  rewesentatives,  their  equal  propor- 
tions of  twelve  tnooisnd  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
dollars  and  ninety-tbree  cents ;  to  the  persons  in- 
clnded  in  the  fifth  class,  viz.  George  Crawford, 
Oeorge  Brown,  John  Newman,  Paul  Frazier,  Solo- 
mon Wren,  Duncan  Mansfield,  S.  Gatelino,  &imuel 
Endicote,  Jamee  WOson,  John  Ford,  and  Richard 
Doyle,  or  their  legal  representatiTes,  their  equal 

Sroportions  of  eleven  thousand  and  seventy-foar 
ollan  and  eighty-nine  cents ;  and  to  the  persons 
included  tn  ue  sixth  class,  oonsistiDg  of  forty-two 
•esmen  and  marines,  or  their  legal  representatives, 
tbdr  equal  proportions  of  twelve  thousand  seven 
hundred  and.  seventy-three  dollars  and  fifty-two 
cents :  Provided,  That  the  accounting  officers  ghall, 
tn  no  instance,  pay  over  the  distributive  share  due 
to  the  proper  persons  herein  provided  for,  to  any 
other  person  or  persons  whomsoever  than  to  him, 
her,  or  them,  for  whom  It  is  appropriated,  or  to  his, 
ber,  or  their  legal  representative  or  representatives, 
first  fully  ascertained  to  be  such  by  the  said  ac- 
counting officers.  Nor  shall  any  contract,  bargain, 
or  sale,  of  any  such  distributive  share  to  any  person 
or  persons,  be.  In  any  wise,  obligatory  on  uie  ven- 
der, but  shall  be  hdd,  and  deemed  to  be,  null  and 
Told,  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

Mr.  Oabson  said,  in  oommending  this  bill  to 
tiie  favorable  consideration  of  the  House,  he 
would  briefly  state  that,  from  motives  of  public 
policy,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  tbe 
year  1800,  were  indnoed  to  pass  laws  for  the 
better  government  of  the  navy,  and,  in  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  of  that  year,  provision  was 
made  "  that  the  proceeds  of  all  ships  and  ves- 
mIl  and  the  goods  taken  on  board  of  them, 
whidi  shall  m  adjudged  good  prizes,  sbalL 
Then  of  equal  or  superior  force  to  the  vessel 
makiiig  the  capture,  be  the  sole  property  of  the 
oapton ;  and  when  of  inferior  force,  shall  be 
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divided  equally  between  the  officers  and  men 
making  the  oaptnre  and  the  United  States/' 

The  obvious  effect  of  this  aot  was,  undonbt- 
edly,  to  foster  the  spirit  of  our  navy,  then  in 
its  inCuicy,  and  to  stimnlate  oar  seamen  to 
deeds  of  gallantry  and  of  daring,  whilst  fn  the 
service  of  their  country,  by  holding  out  to  them 
rewards  for  their  valor.  This,  then,  being 
taken  as  a  reason  for  tbe  passing  of  tbe  act 
alluded  to,  he  asked  the  House  whether  any 
engagement,  or  any  achievement  in  their  nav« 
annab,  could  be  compared  to  the  burning  of 
the  frigate  Philadelphia  in  Tripoli,  or  which 
could  come  more  properly  within  the  provisatMis 
of  the  spirit  of  the  act  entidiug  onr  seamen  to 
rewards.  He  did  not  think  there  was  any  one 
case  for  whl<A  owapensation  for  BMrvioes  could 
be  more  Mrly  bestowed,  than  tbe  in-eseut  ease 
now  before  them. 

It  was  useless  fin*  him  to  dilate  on  the  droom- 
stances  which  led  to  the  recapture  and  bnniiiw 
of  this  frigate ;  for  although  often  attempted 
DO  one  aa  yet  had  been  found  able  to  do  jastice  to 
the  valor  of  those  who,  led  on  by  Oommodor* 
Decatur,  achieved  that  glorious  deed.  To  nse 
the  langnage  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  by  Commodore  Preble,  in  his  official 
despatches  at  the  time,  their  conduct  in  the 
dangerous  service  as»gned  them  was  not,  conld 
not,  be  enffioieutly  esUioated ;  "  it  was  beyond 
all  praise."  In  this  era  of  generous  reward  for 
patriotic  services,  he  hoped  tta  the  favorable 
attention  of  Congress  to  this  daim.  They  were 
about  to  celebrate  the  oentenmal  anniversary 
of  Washington,  and  had  that  morning,  in  voting 
a  statue  to  that  great  man,  (a  vote  in  which  be 
was  happy  to  concnr,)  done  an  act  which  would 
redound  to  the  honor  of  the  House  and  of  the 
oonntry ;  and  there  was  no  time,  he  thoiwfat, 
more  snitable,  nor  any  act  which  wonld  resect 
greater  credit  on  them  than  was  now  in  their 
power.  He  aaked  for  their  serious  attention 
whilst  proceeding  to  state  the  strong  claims 
which  Mrs.  Decatur  had,  being  the  widow  of 
him  whose  name  was  so  associated  with  this 
noble  enterprise;  for  glorious  as  was  theachieve- 
ment,  the  grrater  j^orj  of  having  first  pUnnad 
it  was  her  husband's.  Ber  claims  on  this 
acoount  were  stronger  from  the  circumstances 
upon  which  the  attack  on  tiie  Philadelphia,  in 
the  enemy's  harbor,  was  su  signally  sucoesri^l, 
and  which  would  be  so  well  described,  in  the 
foUowiog  letter,  which  he  would  read  to  th^. 

[Here  Ab*.  G.  read  the  ofiiciol  despatch,  (^ving 
a  detailed  account  of  the  enterprise.] 

lliere  was  nothing,  Hr.  C.  contended,  in 
chivalry  to  be  compared  to  this;  there  was 
nothing  in  the  annals  of  oar  navy,  nor  in 
tbe  naval  annals  of  the  world,  to  be  compared 
to  this  engagement.  He  was  unwilling  to  have 
their  feelings  carried  away  by  the  chtvaby 
displayed}  and  rather  wished  tb^  should  return 
to  the  great  benefits  resulting  to  this  Govern- 
ment 'mm  the  capture  of  that  vessel,  and,  in 
doing  80,  estimate  what  was  due  to  the  gallant 
leader  of  this  gallant  band.  To  enatue  the 
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Honse  to  reward  these  persons,  thej  wonld 
recollect  that,  althoogh  there  were  acta  passed 
which  gave  remaneratioa  to  the  captors  of 
Tessels  aotaally  made  prizes,  and  condemned  as 
taoh,  there  was  not  any  proridon,  hj  the  exist- 
ing prize  laws,  in  cases  where  vessels  were 
totally  destroyed.  Oongreae.  not  to  let  any  act 
of  heroism  pass  onrewarded,  had  estatdt^ed, 
during  the  late  wai^  precedents  npon  whioh 
this  cUim  was  fonadeo.  In  May,  1818,  an  act  was 
passed  empowering  tiie  President  to  distrihnte 
mtj  thonaand  dollm  to  Commodore  Hull  and 
others,  for  the  cap  tore  of  Ihe  Onerriere.  For  a 
dmilar  porpose,  Uie  som  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dcMlara  for  the  capture  of  the  Hornet. 
And,  in  fact,  rewards  were  hestowed  for  up- 
wards of  twenty  other  vessels,  whioh,  having 
been  captured  from  the  uiemy,  werereoaptared, 
or  destroyed  at  sea  or  on  the  lakei^  dnruig  the 
late  war. 

The  oommHtee  reputed,  hj  ttie  bill  before 
Uiem,  one  hundred  thotuRnd  ddlara,  to  hp  dis- 
tributed amongst  the  eaptora  of  the  fHgate,  esti- 
mating t^e  vuoe  her  at  only  that  amount, 
aldioagh  she  was  well  known  to  be  worth  two 
hondred  tiionaand  dollars.  The  Honse,  follow- 
ing tiie  precedenta  already  detuled  by  him, 
with  respect  to  other  vessels,  would  not  hesi- 
tate in  giving  the  sum  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee. The  committee  haa  followed  the  suf^ee- 
tions  recommended  by  Conmiod<n%  Bodgers,  in 
apportioning  the  distribution;  and  the  mode 
adopted  in  me  bill  was.  under  the  drcumstau- 
oea,  Uie  very  best  which  oould  be  madew  Hav- 
iog  brouf  ^t  the  ant^ectt  before  the  Hon8&  he 
wuhed,  before  he  concluded,  again  to  call  th^ 
attention  to  the  dgnal  buiefita  derived  fhnu 
thia  achievement,  and  which  were  more  for  the 
advantage  of  the  United  States  than  for  those 
engaged  in  it.  Of  its  beneficial  effecte  at  the 
time  to  this  QovemmenL  an  instanoe  might  be 
found  in  the  toot,  than  when  Commodore  Deca- 
tur returned  sncoessfnl  from  Alfpers,  and  ap- 
peared before  Tunis,  he  there  made  a  prompt 
demand  from  the  Bey  of  satisfaction  for  inju- 
ries done  to  our  citizens ;  and  to  show  the 
dread  inspired  by  tiiis  achievement  at  Tripoli, 
he  would  read  to  them  Commodore  Decatur's 
own  letter. 

{Here  Ur.  C.  read  ihe  letter  referred  to.] 

The  Bey  paid  into  the  hand^of  our  consul, 
who  had  been  appointed  prize  agmt  there, 
forty-six  thousand  dollars,  the  amount  specified 
In  a  protest,  for  two  vessels  which  the  Bey  had 
permitted  the  British  to  take  out  of  the  harbw, 
and  wh\dh  had  been  captured  by  the  American 
privateer  Abcelino.  Commodore  Decatur  suh- 
sequeutiy  obtained  a  further  sum  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  from  the  Pacha  of  Tripoli, 
making,  altogether,  seventy-one  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  accrued  to  this  country,  he  was 
warranted  in  saying,  solely  fnm  iba  dread  in- 
^>ired  by  the  gaUantiy  ot  ma  oondnet. 

He  now  asked  the  Hooie  to  remnnerate  Hra. 
Decatur,  as  representative  of  this  gallant  man, 
tot  the  recapture  uS  the  frigate  niladeli^; 
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and  having  stated  the  ground  upon  which  the 
claim  was  made,  as  the  Honse  did  not  wish  a 
long  discussion  on  the  subject,  be  would  not 
trespass  ftirther  on  their  time,  bat  would  re- 
serve the  right  of  replying  to  any  objections 
that  might  be  made,  if  the  ottjeetions  were  oS 
suffi<uent  force  to  require  it ;  and  would  eon- 
dude  by  tmstfaig  that  this  era  of  generous  feel- 
ing would  be  propitious  to  this  (aum,  and  tiiat 
the  bill  would  pass  without  any  amendment. 

Ur.  Tra.ot  was  totally  (n>posed  to  the  bDl, 
considering  it  both  ui^ustifiable  in  principle  aa 
well  as  in  the  mode  in  which  the  ai8tributi(Hi 
was  to  be  made  under  it.  As  Commodore  De- 
catur had  not,  during  twenty  years  previous  to 
hts  decease,  made  any  claim  of  this  kind,  he 
(Mr.  T.)  considered  that  it  was  a  waiver  of  the 
claim.  He  bad  received  during  his  lifetime 
suitable  rewards  from  Congress  for  the  services 
he  had  performed,  with  which  he  was  satisfied. 
And  however  highly  he  tboaght  of  his  merit^ 
end  eympathized  with  his  lady,  whom  it  was 
the  object  of  the  bill  to  benefit  so  lan^y,  he 
would  not  permit  his  feelings  of  sennbility  in 
her  favor  to  carry  away  his  duty  as  a  membw 
of  the  li^slatnre.  The  bill  called  on  the 
House  to  vote  a  very  lai^  snm,  for  which, 
with  the  exception  of  the  grant  made  by  Con- 
gress to  Commodore  Perry,  and  for  the  capture 
of  some  piratical  vessels  at  Barrataria,  there 
was  no  precedent  on  the  joanuds.  By  the 
prize  act  it  appeared  that  aU  that  Commodore 
Decatur  would  liave  been  entitled  to  receive,  if 
alive,  out  of  this  claim,  would  be  only  ten  thou- 
sand dfdiars.  This  amount  should  therefore,  in 
his  <^>inion,  be  conndered  enough  for  his 
widow.  But  if  the  bill  moat  pass,  he  folt  it  hia 
duty  to  move  the  following  amendment,  viz., 
that  the  sum  voted  should  be  distributed  ac- 
cording to  the  provinOQS  of  the  prize  act. 

The  qoesti(Hi  was  taken  on  Mr.  Tsaot^b 
amendment,  and  negatived — yeas  64,  nays  78. 

Mr.  Peaeok  advocated  the  claims  of  the  two 
nieces,  daughters  of  Commodore  Decatur's  sis- 
ter, whose  circumstances  were  such  as  to  give 
them  strong  claims  to  some  portion  of  the  re- 
ward about  to  be  bestowed.  As  the  sum  to  be 
granted  by  the  bill  assumed  the  sh^  of  a  gra- 
tuity, and  was  not  in  the  nature  of  a  vwted 
interest,  the  Honse  could  apportion  the  amount 
in  their  discretion.  This  portion  of  the  family 
of  Commodore  Decatur  lived  with  him,  and 
were  dependent  on  him  for  support  during  his 
lifetime.  He  thought,  if  there  were  10,000 
dollars  set  off  for  them,  that  is,  if  6,000  dollars 
were  given  to  each  of  these  two  ladies,  and  de- 
ducted from  what  was  intended  for  the  widow, 
she  would  still  have  soflSoient,  not  having  any 
family ;  and  the  House  would  be  acting  with 
generosity  to  both.  For  this  purpose,  he 
moved,  as  an  amendment  that  the  sum  of 
81,000  dollam,  now  inserted  in  the  bill  for  Mrs. 
Decatur,  should  be  stricken  out,  and  S1,000 
dcdlars  Inserted  in  lieu  thereof 

Ifir.  ExBB,  of  Maryland,  said  he  had  aeen  tide 
daim,  on  former  ocoasKHii^  reidated,  aa  he 
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thought,  nnjastly,  and  it  had  failed,  in  part, 
firom  an  nndae  parsimony  on  the  part  of  aome 
Tei7  worthy  and  honorable  members,  and  from 
nnreastmable  pnijadioes  excited  egaiiut  it.  It 
had  even  been  said,  at  one  time,  that  Deoatnr 
had  no  pecoliar  merit  in  setting  forth  this  en- 
terprise, becanse  he  acted  onder  the  orders  of 
Commodore  Preble,  and  it  was  whispered  that 
the  prisoners  in  Tripoli  had  first  sn^ested  the 
plan.  Sir,  said  Ifr.  E.,  amongst  the  abandant 
proofs  which  may  be  presents  on  this  point,  I 
wUl  read  to  the  committee  cert^n  letters  from 
one  who  was  perfectly  conversant  in  the  whole 
transaction,  and  who,  from  the  relation  of  rank 
which  be  bore  to  Decator,  conld  never  have 
0Dffered  the  minutest  circamstaooe  to  have 
passed  from  his  memaj,  Oommodore  Stewart 
was  in  tiie  sqaadron  at  tiie  moment  of  the  nn- 
fortnnate  loss  of  the  FbiladelpUa ;  and  he  after- 
wards commanded  the  Byrea  on  this  expedition. 
He  W98  the  senior  offica-  of  Deoatnr,  and  had 
also  Tolnnteered  his  services ;  bat  the  prefer- 
ence was  inven  to  Decatur,  for  the  sole  reascu 
on  which  I  now  contend  for  his  superior  merit 
in  it. 

[Mr.  K.  here  read  the  two  following  letters 
from  Oommodore  Stewart,  addressed  to  Krs. 
Deoatnr.] 

LtOm from  Conmodort  Stewart  relaitvt  to  thare- 
captvre  of  the  PhiiadelpMa, 
BoiDlKTOWK,  (If.  J.)  December  12,  1826. 

My  dear  Mrt.  Decatur :  The  re-assembling  of 
the  honorable  Congress  of  the  United  States  ren- 
ders it  necessary  to  delay  no  longer  answering  your 
eateemed  fiivor  of  June  last,  in  which  you  request 
me  to  state  such  informatton,  relative  to  the  burn- 
ing of  the  Pbiladelphia,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  as 
I  mar  possess,  in  ud  of  your  claim  on  our  country, 
for  the  success  of  tlut  gallant  enterprise,  so  ably 
and  honorably  performea  by  your  late  husband. 

I  regret  that  my  limited  abilities  disqualify  me 
from  portraying,  in  those  glowing  colors  of  which 
that  act  ts  suso^itible,  tbegdlsntiyand  perseverance 
with  which  H  was  performed  by  my  late  friend. 

Tou  state  that  your  late  husband  had  ^ven  you 
to  understand  tbat  the  project  of  burning  that  nig- 
ate  at  her  moorings,  and  thereby  remove  a  serious 
impediment  to  the  future  operations  of  the  squad- 
ron against  Tripoh,  originated  with  bim.  This  nn- 
derstanding  was  pwfectiy  coirect:  it  did  origbiate 
wiUi  your  late  horiwDd,  and  he  first  volunteered 
hhaseu  to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  asked  the  per- 
mii»ion  of  Commodore  Preble,  off  Tripoli,  (on  first 
discovering  the  frigate  was  lost  to  the  squadron,)  to 
effect  It  with  the  schooner  Enterprise,  then  uoder 
his  command.  The  Commander-in-Chief  thought 
it  too  hazardous  to  be  effected  in  tbat  way,  bat 
promised  your  late  husband  that  the  object  should 
be  carried  into  effect  on  a  proper  occasion,  and 
that  he  should  be  the  executive  ofiScer  when  it  was 
done.  It  was 'accordingly  effected  in  the  ketch  In- 
trepid, by  yoTir  husband  and  seventy  volunteers  from 
the  schooner  he  commanded,  at  great  hazard,  not 
only  of  life  or  liberty,  but  that  of  reputation,  and 
in  the  season  most  perilous  in  ap|m)acbing  that 
coast.  OniereooUection  of  the  dUBcmdes  and  dangers 
he  had  to  encounter  in  that  expedition,  of  which  I 
was  an  eyewituss,  exdtea  more  and  more  my  ad- 
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miration  of  his  gallantry  and  enterprise;  nd,  al- 
though the  molt  alied  a  lustra,  thro^Ehoot  Eata|K^ 
over  the  American  obancter,  and  ezdted  an  bb- 
paraUeled  emulation  in  the  squadron,  in  osr  cou—iy 
alone  is  when  It  has  never  Men  duly  estimated,  «r 
properly  understood. 

Courage,  and  great  force  alone,  could  not  have 
effected  It.  It  was  necoesaiy  not  only  to  put  the 
smallest  possible  force  to  tiie  haiard,  trat  ita  tneetm 
depended  upon  a  very  Bmall  force  being  nsed  The 
genius  and  mental  resources  of  the  executive  odBoer 
could  alone  compensate  for  the  want  of  force  and 
numbers.  To  these  demands  your  late  hoAaad 
was  found  fiilly  adequate,  and  hence  the  brillUnt 
resulL  The  frigate  was  comfdetely  destroyed,  in 
the  midst  of  the  enemy,  and  Us  rMieat  eSecMd 
withont  the  loss  of  a  man. 

Accept,  my  dear  madam,  the  assurance  of  my 

hlf^est  respect  and  esteem.   

CHARLES  STEWAKT. 

Ifrs.  BoBur  DMATom. 

Phiudelthu,  Jtm/Horj  6,  1837. 

Ifydear  Mn.  Dteahtr:  I  recaved  your  letter  tji 
the  30th  ult.  to-day,  in  which  you  request  informa- 
tion of  the  time  your  husband  proposed  to  deslny 
the  frigate  Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripofi. 
Without  referring  to  my  books  and  papers,  now  at 
Qordentown,  I  conld  not  give  you  ^e  exact  dates 
which  you  wish ;  but  this  is  of  no  moment,  as  the 
iacta  relative  to  that  transaction  will  be  suffieieat. 

The  squadron  onder  the  command  of  Commodore 
Preble  had  been  detained  some  time,  as  they 
severally  arrived  at  Gibraltar,  (with  the  exception  of 
the  frigate  Philadelphia  and  the  schooner  vixen,} 
to  counteract  the  hostile  designs  of  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco.  As  soon  as  the  Commodore  had  accom- 
plished his  objects  in  tliat  quarter,  he  proceeded 
Tripoli,  in  tiie  Constitntion,  accompanied  hj  ibs 
schooner  Enterprise,  eommanded  by  yoor  faouMiid. 
On  arri^Dg  ofi^  Tripoli,  where  the  Commodore  ex- 
pected to  find  the  frigate  Ffailadelidiia  and  schooner 
Vixen  blockading  that  port,  he  discovered  that 
frigate  at  moorings  in  the  harbor.  It  was  at  this  time 
your  late  husband  proposed  to  destroy  the  frwste 
with  the  Enterprise  under  his  command ;  and  at 
this  time,  as  I  stated  in  my  former  letter  to  you, 
Commodore  Preble  assured  your  husband  that  the 
frigate  should  be  destroyed,  and  he  should  be  the 
executive  officer  when  done,  for  his  having  so  hand- 
somely volunteered  his  eflbrts  to  ellbct  it  wfUi  the 
schooner  Enterprise. 

I  give  yon  these  &etB  as  I  reodved  them  ham 
Commodore  Preble  and  yonr  hu4>and  at  the  time, 
as  well  as  from  ^veral  officers  then  on  board  the 
Constitution. 

Some  time  aflter  this,  I  arrived  at  Syracuse  in  the 
Syren  brig,  from  Algiers,  and  offered  my  services 
for  the  expedition,  which  were  accepted  by  Coia- 
modore  Preble. 

Some^  time  after  this,  when  the  expedition  was  a 
subject  of  conversation  in  tiie  cabin  of  the  Consti* 
tution,  (wMoh  was  ftequentty  the  case,  from  the  ex- 
treme urgency  on  our  part  to  have  it  effected  im- 
mediately, and  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the 
Commodore  to  have  it  executed  at  so  perilous  a 
season  of  the  year,  aod  his  reluctance  to  put  any 
thing  to  hazard  in  a  force  originally  so  small,  but 
then  mneb  reduced  by  the  loss  of  the  frigate  and 
her  crew,)  a  letter  was  received  ftam  Captdn  Bda> 
bridge,  at  Tripoli,  I  think  by  way  of  Malta,  wUoh 
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was  partly  vritteo  in  lemoo  juice,  and  which  the 
Commodore  read  to  j%  after  rendering  it  legible 
before  the  fire.  la  this  letter  the  pnwticability  of 
deetroTlng  the  frigate  was  itrangly  ntged  bj  Cap- 
tidn  Bainoiidge,  and  the  mode  be  pcrfnted  oat  was 
by  A  surprise.  This  despatch  fully  eoafirming  aU  our 
ideas  aod  previoas  conversations  on  that  snhject, 
decided  the  Commodore  at  once  to  carry  it  into 
effect ;  which  was  done  soon  after,  in  the  manner 
let  forth  in  his  reports  on  that  subject  to  Uie  Sec- 
retary of  the  Kary. 

I  remain,  with  the  highest  respect  ud  esteem, 
your  most  obedimt  semuit, 

CHABLES  STEWABT. 

With  proofs  like  these,  said  3f  r.  K.,  I  contend 
that  Decatnr  was  doubly  entitled  to  reward,  as 
ike  projector  of  this  great  enterprise,  and  as  the 
leader  in  the  daring  ezecntioQ  of  it,  which  shed 
the  first  halo  of  renown  upon  the  flsg  of  onr 
infant  navy.  But  how  different  was  this  ex- 
ploit firom  a  battle  fonght  between  eqnal,  or 
even  oneqaal  forces,  upon  the  open  seal  In 
the  one  obm^  there  is  the  animation  and  en- 
eonragement  which  passes  from  man  to  man, 
at  sonnd  of  the  battle ;  there  is  the  sense 
of  common  danger,  and  of  mutual  support ;  and 
there  are  all  the  chanoes  in  the  fortune  of  war : 
but  on  the  forlorn  hope,  there  is  nothing  but 
eo^  deliberate  courage  and  self-command  to 
support  the  adventurer.  In  the  casevbefore  us, 
there  was  a  display  of  oonsnnunate  judgment, 
coolness,  and  courage,  unsnrpassed  in  Uie  an- 
nals of  history.  A  little  band  of  heroic  spirits 
precipitated  Uiemselves  into  the  harbor  of  a 
tMtrbarian  foe — in  the  very  mouths  of  his  can- 
non— anUdst  his  gunboats  and  his  galleys,  and 
npon  the  very  threshold  of  his  castle;  and 
thwe  destroyed  his  naval  force  in  the  face 
<tf  thousands  d  armed  men  1  How  superior 
was  such  a  oonqnest  to  a  prize  I  And,  with  all 
the  known  ^ecte  and  advantages  which  flowed 
from  the  achiev«nent  of  this  enterprise,  after 
yon  have  noiformly  rewarded  every  extraordi- 
nary incident  of  capture — even  of  the  tenders 
and  ships'  boats  of  the  enemy  in  the  late  war — 
such  as  occurred  in  the  Chesapeake  and  upon 
the  Potomac,  and  other  rivers,  can  you  refuse 
a  fur  gratuity,  when  asked  for  by  the  widow 
of  the  heroic  leader  of  such  a  band,  for  herself 
and  bis  surviving  comrades  I 

Then,  as  tot  the  second  branch  of  the  qnes- 
tion,  Ur.  K.  asked,  to  whom,  rince  Decatur  is 
no  more,  shall  the  reward  which  onriit  to  have 
been  bwtowed,  unsolicited,  upon  himself,  be 
DOW  allotted)  He  died  chudles^  and  his 
widow,  as  she  was  the  object  of  biis  affection 
and  confidence  in  life,  was  designated  in  his 
will  as  the  sole  object  of  his  bounty.  To  all 
that  belonged  to  him  here,  it  was  his  declared 
wish  that  she  should  succeed.  It  was  his  will 
that  this  should  be  so,  and  you  will  most  honor 
his  memory  by  fulfilling  it  Mr.  K.  said  he  had 
deprecated  a  public  discusuon  of  the  circum- 
stances of  Uie  memorialist,  as  he  thought  the 
private  afiUrs  of  Commodore  Decatnr,  and  of 
his  inrriviog  widow,  ware  sutjeoti  only  pn^er 
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to  be  introduced,  and  freely  spoken  o^  from 
necessity ;  but  as  they  had  been  so  introduced, 
he,  too,  would  speak  plainly.  Decatur,  when 
he  made  bia  will — an  act  doubtless  executed 
with  due  reflection,  and  fimmess  of  purpose— 
must  have  looked  to  the  situation  of  his  own 
affairs,  wid,  with  the  chances  before  him  of  a 
nigh  and  midden  death,  could  not  have  failed 
to  consider  the  probable  condition  of  his  wife. 
Sir,  atii  Ur,  K.,  I  have  no  donbt,  fVom  the 
style  of  living  which  his  attoation  and  standing 
had  compelled  him  to  keep  up,  he  was  con- 
scious that  bis  widow  might  soon  need  every 
thing  it  was  in  his  power  to  bestow ;  and  it  is 
true,  sir,  I  believe,  that,  in  the  endeavor  to  dis- 
charge his  honorable  debts,  and  to  save  a  pit- 
tance to  herself  her  hopes  have  deceived  her ; 
and  although  I  speak  not  by  the  authority  of 
Mrs.  D.,  but  by  that  of  another,  perhaps  know- 
ing as  well,  I  think  I  may  safely  aver  that  sho 
is  not  worth  a  dollar.  I  think,  therefore,  sir, 
the  money  which  this  bill  proposes  to  bestow 
on  the  widow  of  Decatnr,  in  connderatfon  of 
his  public  service,  ought  not  to  be  withdrawn 
from  her,  and  distribiited  away  amongst  his 
relatives,  under  mistaken  notions  of  that  kind 
of  justice  which,  like  a  species  of  charity  in  the 
world,  is  so  diffusive  as  never  to  have  dried  the 
tears  of  one  widow,  or  relieved  one  orphan 
from  distress.  And  I  trust  that  the  appeals 
to  popularity  which  have  been  resorted  to,  will 
not  have  the  effect,  as  heretofore,  of  defeating 
the  generous  action  of  Congress,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  Vinton  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Hr.  Sdthbblahd  rose,  hot 

Ur.  YiHTOir  pressed  his  motion ;  npon  which 
the  question  was  taken,  and  carried. 


XoNDAT,  Febraary  SO. 

Insohent  D^tort'  Bill. 

A  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  granting  relief  to 
certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States, 
came  up  for  coQsideration ;  and  the  question 
t>eiug  on  its  engrossment  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  Ellsworth  briefly  expMned  the  qa^ure 
of  the  bill,  the  o\)^wt  of  which  was  only  to  ful- 
fil the  iDtentaona  of  the  Hoose  in  passing  the 
act  of  last  year  upon  Hie  same  snbjeot.  That  act 
had  been  so  worded  that  the  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States  construed  it  to  ^ply  only 
to  a  particular  class  of  insolvents,  namely,  to 
those  who  were  technically  insolvent,  either 
having  taken  the  benefit  of  the  act  in  &vor  of 
bankruptcy,  oi;  tiaving  made  an  arrangement 
with  their  creditors  to  deliver  up  their  prop- 
erty, or  having  absconded ;  to  those,  in  a  word, 
who  bad  performed  some  act  which,  according 
to  the  English  law,  would  constitute  them 
bankrupts.  The  Attorney  Oener^  had  founded 
this  coustmctioQ  on  a  de<»si<Hi  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  The  true  oKmstruction  was  immensely 
important,  beoanse  the  United  States  had  a  li«t 
on  the  property  <^  all  thsUr  insolTont  dehtora: 
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and  if  all  persons  anable  to  paj  their  debts 
were  to  be  brought  within  tJiat  term,  they 
ought  to  know  it    The  first  seotJoa  of  fiie 

E resent  act  was  intended  to  guard  against  this 
iterpretation.  The  r«naiDing  section  was  in- 
tended to  snpply  another  defect  in  last  year's 
act  Bj  that  law,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury was  aatborized  to  release  those  creditors 
oidy  who  should  compromise  with  the  United 
Btates,  by  paying  a  part  instead  of  the  whole 
of  their  debt;  bat  as  it  often  happened  that 
the  moiit  meritorious  class  of  debtors  was  found 
among  those  who  have  not  taken  any  advantage 
of  any  law,  and  yet  were  unable  to  pay  any 
portion  of  uieir  debt,  the  presmt  bill  was  so 
worded  as  to  include  aad  rdieve  their  case. 

Hr.  Wioxum,  apprehending  that  the  ime- 
ent  aet  would  be  liable  to  aome  of  tihe  same 
objections  with  that  of  last  year,  suggested  the 
propriety  of  amending  it,  by  adding  the  words 
*'  of  which  abUity  the  Setvetary  shall  be  an- 
thorized  to  Judge  teoax  all  the  erideooe  before 
him." 

Mr.  EixswoBTu  said  the  Secretary  had  tbe 

power  at  present. 

Hr.  FosTEB  objected  to  the  bill,  as  going 
much  farther  than  the  act  of  last  year.  It  re- 
lieved not  only  those  who  offered  a  compromise 
with  the  United  States,  but  all  persons  who 
mi^t  be  unable  to  pay  th«r  debts.  This  had 
never  beeo  in  the  thowits  the  House  when 
th«y  passed  the  bill  last  year,  and  it  wonld  lead 
to  oonseqnenoes  of  the  most  dangerona  kind. 
The  Oovemraent  was  thus  about  to  surrender 
its  daim  to  thousands,  and  perhaps  to  millions 
of  money  which  was  justly  due.  When  a  man 
had  private  debts,  as  well  as  bis  debt  to  Gov- 
ernment, and  shoiud  find  himself  unable  to  <Ua- 
cbarge  both,  all  he  wonld  have  to  do  would  be 
to  pay  his  private  debts,  and  then  tell  the  Sec- 
retary that  he  was  unable  to  pay  the  United 
States,  in  which  case  he  would  be  released. 
The  only  guard  against  this  was  the  discretion 
of  the  Secretary,  and  the  interposition  of  the 
board  of  oommisdonera.  Bnt  everybody  knew 
how  easy  it  was  to  tell  a  smooth  tale,  and  sup- 
port it  by  plausible  evidence,  Mr.  F.  was  op- 
posed to  empowering  any  ofBcer  of  the  Qovem 
ment  to  release  the  creditors  of  the  United 
States.  That  powet  Ong^t  to  remain  in  Con- 
gress alone, 

Mr.  ELtswoBTB  replied,  and  vindicated  the 
bill  as  not  going  an  inch  beyond  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  former  act.  The  gentle- 
man seemed  willing  that  those  creditors  should 
be  released  who  had  rich  friends  or  relations 
to  advance  a  part  of  the  debt,  but  would  leave 
the  poor  man,  however  honest^  under  a  hope- 
less burden,  because  he  was  without  sneh 
friends. 

Hr.  MoDnmi  inquired  whether  the  InH 
went  to  release  debtors  who  had  re^KHiuble 
sureties. 

Mr.  £ll8W0BTH  replied  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  HoDuFvu  desired  that  this  shouM  ap- 
pear on  the  &oe  of  the  tat,  and,  with  a  view  to 
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that  end,  moved  that  the  foxthet  ooaridwation 
be  poe^raoed  till  to^nonow. 
The  motion  prevailed. 


THnssDAT,  Febmaiy  23. 
Fatent  to  AlimM. 

A  bin  granting  letters  patent  to  certain  anena 
was  read  a  second  tim^  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Tatlor,  in  explanation  of  the  bill,  said 
the  patentee  is  a  native  of  Manachosetts,  who 
went  to  Europe  a  few  years  ago,  and  obtained 
in  Enriand,  frmoo,  aad  Fro»a,  patents  f<K- 
sevenlinveotiMU,  of  whidi  be  is  the  invtttoc. 
He  there  net  with  oertain  individuda  wbo 
had  invented  a  great  imioDvement  in  the 
mannfiMttnre  of  ropes  out  of  flax,  the  merit  of 
which  chiefly  lay  in  the  fact  that  the  fibres  oi 
the  flax  were  laid  in  the  rope  lon^tndinaUy ; 
the  consequence  of  which  was  an  increase  in 
the  Btrengui  of  the  rope,  amounting  by  experi- 
ment to  twenty-eight  per  cent.  This  new  man- 
ufacture was  oonducted  secretly,  bnt  Mr.  Abel 
was  admitted  to  share  in  the  concern  on  condi- 
tion that  he  should  obtain  a  patent  for  the  im- 
provement in  the  United  States.  He  had  ac- 
cordingly brought  out  with  him  models  and 
machinery  requisite  to  set  up  the  manafiuttm 
here,  should  the  patent  be  granted.  The  earn* 
mittee  were  ot  o{dni<Mi  tiiat  the  improvsmaik 
was  a  valuable  (»e,  and  might  witii  advantag* 
be  iotroduoed  Into  the  navy  yards  of  tiie  United 
States,  and,  altfaoof^  the  inventors  were  for- 
eigners,  they  conaidmd  it  opedient  that  the 
patent  should  iseneu  Th^  bad,  thwefon^  n- 
ported  a  bill. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  and  took  np  the  genmd  ^^nqpriatua 
bilL 

MinUttr  to  Colombia. 

On  reading  the  following  paragn4>h : 

"For  the  Boltriea  of  the  Ministers  0[  the  United 
States  to  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain,  Rumi«,  «ad 
Colombia,  dollars," 

Mr.  MoDuFFix  said  that  when  the  committee 
had  proposed  to  fill  this  blank  with  $42,760,  it 
had  been  on  an  estimate  made  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  salary  of  the  Minister  to  Colomtua 
was  to  continue  but  nine  months.  The  Becre- 
tary  of  State  had  since  then  informed  the  com- 
mittee that  the  President,  for  good  and  suffi- 
cient '  reasons,  has  determined  to  retain  onr 
MiiHstttr  at  that  court,  and  he  now,  therefMv, 
propoaed  to  fill  the  blank  with  $40,000. 

Mr.  Wans  add  he  was  nnwUling  to  cmtoee 
the  ap^n^riation,  but  he  oould  not  ufier  k  to 
pass  withont  a  remark.  The  geutienan  at  the 
head  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
informed  them  that  it  had  been  the  avowed 
purpose  of  the  Government  to  discontinue  the 
appointment  of  a  Minister  at  the  court  of  Co- 
lombia, and  to  snp^  his        with  a  oharg6 
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d'affaires.  He  oonaidered  that  resolation  as 
in  confonnit;'  with  the  best  ioterests  of  the 
ootmtry.  He  recollected  that  a  certain  Com- 
mittee on  Betrenebment,  onoe  of  mach  note  in 
that  House,  had  reoommended,  among  otJiar 
reforms,  the  diBoontinnaooe  of  oar  Minister  at 
that  oonrt,  and  the  House  had  had  ftrom  a  late 
President  of  the  United  States  the  avowal  of  a 
similar  sentimeat  In  a  discossioa  vhioh  had 
taken  place  a  few  da^s  siooe,  it  bad  been 
avowed  that  the  Goremment  of  O(dombia  was 
dissolved,  and  nidess  something  very  speciiJ 
rendered  it  neceasarj  to  continae  onr  Uinister 
there,  Hr.  W.  was  not  prepared  to  vote  the  ap- 
propriation. A  resolution  had  been  offered  oj 
a  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina,  whom  he  did 
not  now  see  in  his  place,  calling  for  information 
on  this  subject,  bat,  owing  to  the  obstraotioas 
arising  from  the  morning  debate,  the  resolation 
had  not  been  acted  on.  1111  iha  Honse  bad 
some  fbrther  li^t  on  Uiis  satjeot,  he  thoaght 
the  first  Bora  proposed  bj  the  committee  onght 
to  remain. 

Mr.  Abohkb,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  observed  that,  even  if  the  Qov- 
emment  of  Oolombia  had  been  dissolved,  as  he 
was  inclined  to  believe  it  had,  we  mast  still 
have  a  chargS  at  Bogota,  and  the  continuance 
of  our  Minister,  who  was  already  there,  woold 
cost  the  Government  no  more  than  the  send- 
ing out  a  chargd.  The  discussion,  therefore, 
was  merely  a  nominal  one,  inaamnch  as  the 
Qovernment  asked  for  no  additional  expendi- 
ture. 

Mr.  Bill  thought  it  would  be  toon  respect- 
ful to  the  Government  that  the  sum  which  had 
been  asked  for  should  be  q>propriat6d.  If  it 
should  afterwards  be  disoovered  by  Oongress 
that  they  had  applied  for  a  useless  waste  of 
money,  and  Gonsress  should  deem  it  their  duty 
to  control  the  Executive  Department  in  ^e 
cooduct  of  this  part  of  our  diplomacy,  the  sum 
might  be  redacecL  There  was.  beudes,  another 
idea  of  great  interest  to  the  American  people, 
and,  indeed,  to  every  people,  which  snowed 
the  propriety  of  the  appropriation.  If  the 
fiieuds  of  the  progress  of  liberty  in  South 
America  thought  it  important  to  that  cause 
tiuA  the  dismembered  fhigments  of  the  Bepub- 
Uo  of  Oolomlna  should  be  reuiuted,  thm  this 
Oovemment  ought  not  sndduily  to  withdraw 
*  its  Minister  &om  Bogota. 

If  the  hope  of  reunion  was  to  be  fostered,  it 
might  prove  a  strong  argument  to  that  end, 
that  the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and 
of  Great  Britain  still  continued  their  Ministers 
there.  He  desired  to  give  the  Mends  of  tb» 
late  Government  all  the  benefit  of  saeh  an  ar- 
gument. 

Mr.  WioKUFFi  inqoired  whether  the  bill 
made  any  proviuon  for  the  outfit  of  a  chargd 
to  Colombia. 

Mr.  MoDuFFn  replied  in  the  affirma^Te,  but 
that  was  a  apeoiflc  aratroprladon,  otmtainra  in 
ft  diiferent  cunse  of  the  biU. 

Mr.  WioKLum  fiirther  inqnired  whether  the 


[H.  or  K. 

Government  of  Colombia  had  any  accredited 
agent  neu*  the  United  States. 

Mr,  Abohbb  shook  his  head.  . 

Mr.  WioKLiFn  s^  that  his  great  objection 
to*the  appropriation  was  that  we  wu«  sending 
a  Minister  to  a  GovenimMit  which,  so  fiar  as 
we  knew,  had  no  existence.  All  the  informa- 
tion we  had  on  the  snbject,  went  to  sliow  that 
it  had  been  dissolved,  and  three  Governments 
formed  in  its  stead.  If  our  Minister  wau  to  be 
Bent  to  all  three  of  those  Governments,  it  ought 
to  be  BO  expressed.  He  could  see  no  good  rea- 
son for  the  increase  of  the  appropriation. 

After  some  farther  conversation  between 
Messrs.  MoDdtfis  and  Jrnifrb,  the  question 
was  put  on  the  rising  of  the  committee,  and 
UMatived — ^yeas  81,  nays  79. 

The  appropriation  of  $15,000  was  th«i  agreed 
to. 


Feout,  FelHToaiy  84. 

WathinfftMU  Bemaint. 

The  Speakw  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing eommunioation,  vix : 

Wabhikotoii,  February  24,  16S2. 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  HauM  of  RepretmtaHvet  of 
the  United  Staiee: 
One  of  bis  ssBodates  not  baving  arrived  at  Wub- 
ington,  and  the  other  havtug  declined  to  act,  in 
perfbrniance  of  the  honorablfl  tmst  conftdsd  to  us 
by  the  Governor  of  Yirginia,  the  undersigned  takes 
upon  himself  the  honor  to  tmisnut  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  the  envelope  (Urected  to  biui  by  the  Qov- 
eraor  of  Tirginia,  covering  the  resointions  of  the 
General  Asseiobly,  Uying  claim  to  the  remains  <d 
our  illustrious  feUow-<itizen  Qeorgt  Washlogtoo; 
also  covering  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of 'Vlr- 
^nla,  accompanjing  the  rescrfations;  and  in  the 
discharge  of  this  duty  be  takes  leave  to  remark, 
that  wmle  the  people  of  Virginia  are  proud  of  the 
gratkude  of  their  fellow-dtizens  of  the  United  ' 
States  for  the  eminent  public  services  of  the  father 
of  his  country,  and  also  for  tbwr  high  admiration 
of  his  patriotic  virtues,  manifested  by  the  sncoes- 
dve  resolutions  ot  Googress,  they  also  jusUy  anti- 
cipate the  frank  acqtdescence  of  their  fellow-citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  in  the  paramoont  claim  of 
his  native  State  to  the  sacred  remains  of  her  Wash* 
ington, 

FRANCIS  T.  BROOKE. 

▼ntemu,  Kxrovtivi  Dwumnr, 
Febmary  SO,  188S. 
7b  Andrew  iStcwiMon,  Beg., 

Renter  i^Uu  Hottee  e/SepM.  U.  8. 

Sib  :  The  honorable  Fnncis  T.  Brooke,  Chief 
Justice  John  Xarafaall,  and  Major  James  Gibbon, 
the  fiiends  and  brother  officers  of  Washington  iu 
the  war  of  the  revolution,  are  the  bearers  of  this 
commnaication,  and  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  expressive  of 
thdr  feellngB  and  thaae  of  the  dtiaens  of  tbb  oom- 
moa wealth  with  regard  to  the  cootemptatcd  re- 
moval of  the  remaiuB  of  Washington  fima  Moott 


WoMnfflm'e  JRemaimt. 


Digi:ized  by  Google 


604 


-H.  OP  B.] 

Ternon  by  the  Congreu  of  Uie  United  States. 
Agreeably  to  the  wish  of  the  General  Assembly,  I 
have  the  hooofto  request  you  to  receive  and  lay 
the  reaolutioDB  of  that  body  befbre  the  Hoow  of 
BepresentatiTei  of  the  ITidted  Sti^ 

lam,  Ar^  with  oooBdentlon  and  respect,  your 
obedient  aerrant,  JOHN  FLOTD. 

**The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  view  with 
aazlous  solicitude  the  eSbrts  now  making  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  remove  from 
Mount  VemoD  the  remaios  of  George  Washington. 
Bach  remoTal  is  not  necessary  to  peipctuate  the 
&me  of  him  who  was  "first  in  war,  and  first  in 
peace,**  nor  can  it  be  necessary  to  perpetuate  and 
strengthen  the  national  gratitude  for  him  who  was 
"first  in  the  hearts  of  hS  countrymen." 

The  fact  that  Yira^nia  has  been  the  birthplace  of 
the  best  and  most  iuiutrious  man  that  ever  lived,  is 
natnnUlr  ealcalated  to  inspire  her  cidzens  with  a 
strong  desire  to  keep  his  remains  enshrined  in  the 
laadof  hisnatiThy;^is  de^  is  increaied  by  tte 
consideration  that  the  burial  ground  was  designated 
by  the  dying  patriot  himself.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  wtaninunuly,  That  the  proprietor  be 
earnestly  requested,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of 
this  State,  not  to  consent  to  the  removal  of  the  re- 
muDs  of  George  Washington  from  Mount  Yeraon. 

SaUved,  imaiUiMotuIv,  That  the  Oomnor  of  tbis 
commonwealdi  forthwith  make  known  the  feelings 
and  wishes  of  the  General  Assembly  upon  the  sub- 
ject, in  the  moat  apprOT)riate  manner,  to  the  present 
proprietor  of  Mount  Temon,  and  the  Congress  of 
the  ITnited  States. 

Agreed  to  by  both  Honses,  February  SO,  1882. 

GEQRGS  W.  HUNFdl^,  C.  H.  D. 

The  oommanioatios  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tablOi  and  be  printed. 

Olaim  qf  Mn.  Decatur. 

The  Honse  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Spxionr  in  the  ohwr,  on  tiie  bill  far 
tiie  relief  of  Snsan  Decatar,  which  bill  was 
warmly  debated  antil  half-past  fom*  o'clock. 

Mr.  Cabsok,  with  a  view  to  ooociliate  those 
who  wonld  not  vote  for  the  bill  nnless  it  oon- 
t^ned  a  proTision  for  the  nieces  of  Commodore 
Decatnr,  moved  (by  consent  of  Mr.  Puboe, 
who  withdrew  his  amendmenjt  for  that  purpose) 
an  amendment  to  the  bill,  granting  $10,000  to 
fbe  Miaus  MoKni^t 

The  amendment  was  opposed  bj  Messrs. 
WioEUFn  and  T^tsos^  and  advooiried  by 
Mr.  Doddbumb — when  the  qaeati<»i  b<^  pnt, 
it  was  r^eoted. 


Satdbdat,  Febrnary  26. 

Claim  of  Mr$,  Decatur. 

The  Eoose  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  reli^  of  Mn.  Decatur 
and  others. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Pubob'b 
imendmai^  and  was  .negatived— yeas  76,  nays 
80. 


[Fbbboabt,  1832. 

Mr.  Blaih,  of  Soath  Carolina,  sud,  although 
he  would  not  yield  to  any  person  in  estimating 
the  valuable  services  of  Commodore  Decatar, 
yet  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill  in  every  shape : 
he  was  oppoeed  to  it,  becaase,  as  it  seemed  to 
be  conceded,  the  money  was  to  be  regarded  as 
a  simple  donation  on  the  part  of  the  country. 
He  did  not  think,  aoocw^ng  to  the  principles  <^ 
the  constitution,  the  House  had  the  rl^t  to 
make  sodi  a  donation.  Much  stress  had  been 
laid  on  the  ciroamstanee  that  this  raeasore  had 
oome  recommended  to  the  House  by  the  Presi- 
dent, although  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  satisiBed  that,  in 
recommending  it,  this  President  had  only  drae 
what  he  felt  to  be  his  duty  ;  yet  he  r^retted 
that  he  had  meddled  with  it  {  be  wished  he  had 
left  that  job  undone.  In  oppoung  this  measure, 
however,  he  for  one  had  no  apprehensirai  of 
being  censored  for  doing  so  hy  the  Pre^dent, 
for  as  he  himself  ^t  credit  for  doing,  at  all 
hazards,  what  he  believed  to  be  ri^t,  he  would 
doubtless  allow  to  others  the  privilege  of  acting 
oonBistently  with  what  they  deemed  a  con- 
scientious discharge  of  their  duty.  If,  how- 
ever, he  should,  in  so  acting,  incur  tbe  oensnre 
of  the  President,  then  he  wonld  st^,  in  God's 
name,  be  it  so.  He  felt  it  his  datj  to  move 
that  the  enacting  clause  be  stricken  out  of  tbe 
bUl. 

When  the  question  on  this  motion  was  about 

to  be  put, 

Mr.  MoDttffie  suggested  the  propriety  of 
withdrawing  this  motion,  as  it  conld  be  pot 
when  the  subject  came  before  the  Honse. 

Mr.  Blais  consented  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, but  a  similw  one  was  offered  1^  Mr. 
Fbndlbton;  after  which, 

Mr.  Polk,  in  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from 
the  member  from  South  Carolina,  wished  to  ex- 
plain tiiat  he  voted  for  tbe  bill,  not  on  the 
gronnd  of  its  being  a  simple  donation,  for  if  he 
thought  it  was,  he  agreed  with  him  that  it  was 
not  In  the  power  of  me  House,  according  to  tbe 
constitution,  to  make  it ;  he  voted  for  it^  be- 
cause it  came  fully  within  the  equitable  pnnci- 

Sles  <tf  the  prize  act,  and  which,  as  had  been 
et^ed  to  the  House,  bad  been  sanctioned  dur 
ing  the  late  war  by  Congress. 

Mr.  MoDuFFiE  believw  that  this  was  as  jost 
and  sacred  a  claim  as  any  which  had  be«i  evei 
pending  betwem  individuals  and  the  United 
States ;  and  when  the  proper  time  would  come, 
he  was  prepared  to  meet  all  the  ol^ee^ns 
wUoh  had  been  urged  against  the 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Massaobusetts,  moved  that  tbe 
committee  should  rise  and  report  progress; 
which  m(Mi<m  was  carried. 


MoBBAT,  February  27. 

Bant     (As  VniuA  Statet—Inguiiy  asto  tb 
Chnduet. 

The  following  resolution,  moved  on  the  83d 
instant  by  Mr.  Olatton,  of  Geoi:^a^  was  taken 
up: 


ABBIDOBIENT  OF  THK 

Bcmk  t{fthe  Umted  StaUt—Juqidry  mU>  Ui  C<MducL 


Digi:ized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGEESS. 


605 


Fbbkitast,  1882.] 

lUaolved,  That  a  Select  Comndttee  be  appointed 
to  ezamtae  into  the  tlSaXn  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed Sutei,  with  pow«r  to  seod  for  penoos  and  pa- 
pen,  and  to  teport  the  molt  of  (hur  hiqaitiea  to 
Ihia  Hooie. 

Hr.  WjLnioTOH  moved  the  qneation  of  om- 

sideratioD. 

On  that  question  Vx.  Pou  demanded  tiie 
yeas  aod  aays. 

A  disonflrion  therenpon  arose  (m  tlie  question 
whether  it  was  in  <»-Mr,  after  a  resection  had 
been  postponed  to  a  d^  oert^  to  receive  a 
motion  radi  as  had  betti  made  1^  Mr.  Vat- 

HOOOH. 

In  tills  diEwoanon,  or  rather  oonveraatlon, 
ICeaars.  Folk,  HnnnssTOSTjOAiiBRiLBra,  Out- 
ton,  EvBurr,  Wiuusu,  Foaraa,  and  MoDuf- 
riB  participated. 

It  having  been  asoert^ed  from  the  Jonmal 
that  the  resolution  after  having  been  c^ered 
had  received  the  action  of  the  Honse  by  a  vote 
postponing  its  connderation  nntil  this  day,  the 
Ch^r  decided  that  it  was  too  late  to  entertain 
the  question  of  oonaideradon. 

Ur.  ViLUAxs  therenpon  moved  to  lay  Qie 
resolntion  on  the  tat^ ;  but  after  snne  re- 
marks from  Mr.  OuTTOK,  he  oonseated,  at  the 
reqaeat  of  Hr,  ICoDmni,  to  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Ur.  OuTTON  said  he  was  nolrdisposed  to  dis- 
cnss  this  resolution,  but  in  a  spirit  of  tbe  utmost 
liberality,  [He  commenced  with  quoting  a 
clause  in  the  charter  requiring  the  bank  to  sub- 
mit its  affairs  to  examination,]  The  Oommittee 
of  tbe  House  appointed  to  examine  tbe  snbject, 
had  declared  that  the  power  to  investigate  the 
state  of  the  institntdon  was  so  wholesome  in  its 
natare  and  tendency,  that  whenevw  any  bos- 

Eielon  was  excited  a^inst  the  bank,  H  ought  to 
B  employed.  [Here  he  quoted  tbe  reiwrt  <^ 
tbe  Committee  of  Vays  and  Heana,  and  also 
that  of  tbe  minority  of  that  committee,  to  ^ow 
that  they  coincided  in  reoommendiog  an  ex- 
amination into  the  affairs  of  the  bank.]  Ur.  0. 
sud,  that  when  he  introduced  the  resolution, 
he  bad  expected  that  the  friends  of  tbe  buik 
would  have  seized  on  the  opportunity  thus  held 
out  to  them  to  put  the  institution  on  higher 
ground  than  any  it  had  yet  occupied ;  for  such 
must  be  tbe  effect  of  the  investigation,  if  the 
condition  of  tbe  institution  were  snob  as  they 
represented  it  to  be.  It  mnst  l>e  manifest  to 
every  that  if  the  bank  should  come  ont  dC 
the  OTdeal  noharm^  and  prove  itself  to  be  a 
benefit  to  the  nation,  none  would  be  disposed 
to  put  it  down. 

Ur.  0.  said  he  would  fiimkly  state  what  he 
believed  could  be  brought  against  the  bank. 
He  thought  it  was  enough  for  him,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  people,  to  state  to  his  co-repre- 
sentatives the  chaises  which  be  believed  might 
be  substantiated  agunst  the  institution ;  when 
they  bad  beard  them,  they  might  vote  tbe  in- 
vestigation or  not,  as  they  might  deem  proper. 
The  followiu;  fsots  would,  he  believed,  be  ea- 
tablidied,  and^  under  that  impreadon,  be  pre- 
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ferred  them  as  a  sort  of  indictment  against  the 
bank: 

1.  The  issue  of  7,000,000,  and  more,  of 
branch  bank  orders  as  a  currency.  The  pren- 
dent  of  the  bank  admits  seven  mtllions  issued. 

2.  Usury  on  broken  bank  oot»s  in  Kentucky 
and  Ohio ;  they  amounted  to  $900,000  in  Ohio, 
and  nearly  as  much  in  Kentucky.  See  2  Peters's 
Reports,  p.  537,  as  to  tbe  nature  of  tbe  oases. 

8.  DomesUo  bills  of  ezdui^  disguised  loans 
to  take  more  tiian  at  tbe  rate  ttf  dx  per  cent 
Sixteen  millimis  of  these  bills  fi>r  December  last. 
See  monthly  statements. 

4.  Non-user  of  tbe  charter.  In  this,  that 
from  1819  to  1826,  a  period  of  seven  ye^  the 
South  and  West  branches  iasned  no  currency  of 
any  kind.  See  the  doctrine  on  non-user  of 
charter  and  dntj  of  ooiporatitms  to  act  up  to 
the  end  of  thmr  inadtn^cm,  and  forfeitore  fox 
neglect 

6.  Bnilding  houses  to  rent  See  limitation 
in  their  charter  on  the  right  to  hold  real  prop- 

6.  In  the  capital  stock,  not  having  dne  pro- 
portions of  coin. 

7.  Foreignm  voting  for  directors,  through 
their  trustees. 

AJntM  wfrthy  <^  inquhy  vita,  not  amounUng 
to  forfeiture,  hut  ffoing,  if  true^  clearly  to 
ahoie  the  iri^BpediMoy  ^  reneaing  the  char- 
ter. 

1.  Not  cashing  its  own  notes,  or  receiving  in 
deposit  at  each  branch,  and  at  the  parent 
bulk,  the  notes  of  each  other.  By  reason  of 
this  practice,  notes  of  the  mother  buik  are  at  a 
discount  at  many,  if  not  all,  of  her  brancbe^ 
and  orai^letely  negatives  tbe  aaserticHi  <n 

sound  and  uidform  ouirem^." 

3.  UaUuff  a  difllevenoe  in  receiving  notes 
frmn  the  Praeral  Qovemment  and  tbe  citizens 
of  the  States.  This  is  admitted  as  to  all  notes 
above  five  dollars, 

8.  Uaking  a  difference  between  members 
of  Congress  and  the  citizens  generally,  in  both 

nting  loons  uid  selling  bills  of  exchange. 
I  believed  it  can  be  made  to  appear  that 
members  can  obtain  bills  of  exchange  witiiout, 
citizens  with  a  premium ;  the  first  give  nomi- 
nal endorsers,  tiie  otiiers  most  ^ve  two  suffi- 
cient rendfflat  eudorsers. 

4.  Hie  undue  accnmnlation  of  proxies  in  the 
hands  (tf  a  few  to  oontrol  the  election  for  direo- 
tora. 

6.  A  strong  suspicion  of  secret  understan<Ung 
between  tbe  bank  and  brokers  to  job  in  stoc^ 
contrary  to  tbe  charts.  For  example,  to  buy 
up  tfie  three  per  cent  stock  at  this  day,  and 
force  the  Goveromeot  to  pay  at  par  for  tbat 
stock ;  and  whether  tbe  Government  depodta 
may  not  be  used  to  enhance  its  own  debts. 

6.  Subsidies  and  loans,  directiy  or  indirectiy, 
to  printers,  editors,  and  lawyers,  for  purposes 
other  than  the  regular  business  of  tiie  bank. 

7.  Distint^on  in  &vor  of  merchants  in  selling 
bills  (tf  ezdiaDge. 
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8.  Praotioes  upon  local  banka  and  debtors  to 
make  Uran  petition  OoDgreea  for  ft  renemtl  of 
ita  (duuier,  and  thns  impose  upon  Congress  hj 
fsjse  clamor. 

9.  -  The  actnal  manaoement  of  tiie  bank, 
whether  a&Mj  and  prudently  oondnoted.  Bee 
monthly  statements  to  the  ofrntrarT-. 

10.  The  actaal  condition  of  the  bank,  ber 
debts  and  credits ;  how  much  she  hasinor«ued 
debts  and  diminished  her  means  to  paj  in  the 
last  year ;  how  mnch  she  bas  increased  ber 
credits  and  multiplied  hw  debtors,  since  the 
President's  Uessage  in  1639,  witfaont  ability  to 
take  up  the  notes  she  has  issned,  and  pay  her 
depodta. 

11.  EzoeMAn  Issnea,  all  on  pabNo  deports. 
19.  Whether  the  aooonnt  of  the  bau's  pros- 
perity be  real  or  deluBtve. 

18.  The  amount  of  goM  and  silver  coin  and 
bnlliott  sent  from  Western  and  Sonthem 
branches  of  the  parent  bank  since  its  establish- 
ment in  1817.  The  amount  is  supposed  to  be 
fifteen  or  twenty  millions,  and,  with  bank  in- 
terest on  bank  debts,  constitutes  a  system  of 
the  most  intolerable  oppressioQ  of  the  South 
and  We^  Tbe  gold  and  nlrer  of  the  Soutti 
and  Wrat  have  been  drawn  to  the  mother  bank, 
mostly  by  the  agency  of  that  unlawful  cnrranoy 
created  by  branch  bank  (»dar%  as  will  be  made 
ftally  to  appear. 

14.  The  establishmoit  of  ageiu^  in  diff^ 
ent  States,  under  the  direction  and  management 
<^  one  peraon  only,  to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange, 
and  to  transact  other  buriaess  properly  belong- 
ing to  branch  banks,  contrary  to  tbe  charter. 

16.  Oiriog  anthority  to  State  banks  to  dis- 
count their  bills  without  authority  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Having  gone  through  with  these  items,  briefly 
commenting  on  each  as  he  proceeded,  Mr.  O. 
observed  that  he  knew  a  number  of  petitions 
bad  been  presented  to  tbe  House  in  fiivor  of 
recbarteriog  the  bank.  Bach  petitions  were 
gotten  up  with  great  AtMtj,  Smte  of  these 
wwe  even  obtidned  in  New  York.  Kow  he 
would  ^peal  to  the  whole  Booth,  whether  the 
petition  of  a  few  individoM  merchants  was  to 
be  regarded  in  prefiirenoe  to  the  declared 
ffl^nion  of  the  Legidature  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  He  knew  it  was  become  very  nn- 
flashionable  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  States ;  he 
knew  they  were  scarcely  as  mnoh  respected  as 
BO  many  corporations,  and  that  their  will 
weighed  nothing.  Bu^  as  louv  as  be  was  able 
to  utter  his  voice  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  the 
States,  he  would  continue  to  aver  that  they 
were  worthy  to  be  regarded.  The  Housa  was 
receiving  the  petitions  gotten  up  by  the  bank 
as  an  expresrion  of  the  wishes  <h  the  oommu- 
nity,  while  the  voice  of  New  York  and  of  other 
States  was  disregarded. 

The  bank  was  an  institntion  whose  arms  ex- 
tended into  every  part  of  the  community ;  and 
one  of  its  officers  had  not,long  since  boldly  de- 
dared  that  tiie  moment  tiie  bank  shonld  suc- 
ceed in  obti^niiig  the  renewal  of  its  oharto-,  it 


would  grind  tiia  State  Inatttntions  to  AmL 
This  be  pledged  himself  to  prove.  An  instlta- 
tion  like  this,  which,  by  a  mere  exertion  of  its 
will,  could  raise  or  sink  tbe  value  of  any  and  of 
every  commodity,  even  of  the  bread  we  ate, 
was  to  be  regarded  with  a  jealous  watchfalnessi 
When  the  present  charter  was  granted,  a  com- 
mittee had  oeen  appointed  to  investigate  its  con- 
cerns ;  and  he  taooght  the  bank  auAt  to  be 
satisfied  that  the  proposed  inqidij  shonld  be 
instituted. 

The  charges  be  had  made,  could,  he  was  con- 
fident, be  muutmned.  He  had  not  made  them 
without  the  best  reasons.  Bat  shonld  the 
charges  be  refuted,  the  bank  would  be  able  to 
convmee  the  nation  that  it  did  not  rest  on  the 
rotten  finindation  whidi  some  awm  supposed. 
If  such  should  be  the  result,  it  would,  in  a 
great  manner^  dose  bis  month,  although  not  on 
tbe  constitntuma!  question  involved.  If  the 
bank  should  refose  tne  inquiry,  it  would  forfeit 
the  confidence  of  the  community ;  and,  in  the 
last  resort,  the  people  would  call  upon  another 
watchman  to  pronounce  the  thibboUth  of  their 
protection  He  had  not  a  doubt  that,  should 
the  charter  be  renewed,  advantage  wonld  be 
taken  of  the  granted  power  to  oruh  the  State 
institutions. 

ICr.  IfoDomi  addressed  the  House  nearlj  aa 
fbllows: 

Hr.  HoD.  said  that  if  any  tangible  and  snb- 
stantial  charges  had  been  submittw  to  the  House 
on  the  autiiority  of  but  a  single  respectable 
witness  known  to  the  House,  he  should  feel 
under  the  highest  obligation  to  go  into  the  in- 
vestigation proposed,  cost  what  it  might,  and 
be  the  oonsequeuoes  what  they  might.  But  it 
was  extremely  obvious,  that  to  sustain  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  diaraeter  of  that  which  had  been 
offered  by  the  gentieman  from  Georgia,  contain- 
ing matter  of  so  grave  a  kind,  and  having  such 
an  important  bearing  on  all  the  interests  of  the 
Bank  of  tiie  United  States,  was  a  thing  not  like- 
ly to  be  d<me.  The  gentleman  had  drawn  up 
an  indiotxnmt,  as  he  called  it,  against  the  banlL 
contiuning  fifteen  counts ;  and  out  of  all  of 
them,  there  were  bat  one  or  two  which  pro- 
fessed to  disclose  any  other  than  mattw  of  gen- 
eral notoriety. 

As  to  the  first  ohaMe — "  the  issue  of  seven 
millions  and  man  vS  oranoh  bank  wdcn  as  n 
currency ; " 

Now,  sir,  said  Hr.  MoD.,  I  will  take  this 
charge  as  a  fair  specimen  of  the  whole ;  and  I 
will  venture  to  say  that  all  tbe  others  will  end 
in  the  same  manner  as  this  must  end,  on  a  fair 
and  candid  investigation.  What  is  the  cha^  f 
That  the  bank  has  for^ted  its  charter.  Ani 
how  has  it  forfaited  it?  Bj  doing  that  which 
tile  charter  itself  in  terms,  anthonxee  it  to  do : 
by  Issuing  bills  tk  exchange.  What  is  tbe  very 
obiect  for  which  the  bank  was  instituted  t 
What  is  its  most  important  and  most  benefidal 
operation?  It  Is  dealing  in  exchanges:  the 
very  operation  here  denounced.  It  seems,  ao- 
conUng  to  the  gentilonan,  tint  these  drafts,  or 
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bills  of  exckange,  are  grosBly  onconstitutionaJ. 
Why  t  Because  they  an  drawn  bj  one  of  the 
luraiieluBof  the  hank. and ogned  bytheofBoera, 
tiie  president  and  ouiAam  such  branch  t  Oh 
no.  That  is  a  eomniDn,  r^nlar  operation  of 
every  daj.  Why  then!  Because  they  are 
drawn  opon  the  mother  bank  t  No :  that,  too, 
is  an  ordinary,  erary-dAy  operation.  8aoh 
drafta  on  the  mother  bank  are  drawn  by  the 
bianohes  continually.  Why  theuf  Why,  sir, 
I  will  tell  you :  it  is  beoaase  the  bank  has  been 
BO  atrooioufl,  so  daring,  as  to  paint  the  paper 
on  which  ^ese  drafts  are  drawn.  That,  dr,  is 
the  whole  substance  of  the.  ohuge.  The  gen- 
tleman can  make  nothing  else  of  the  matter. 
Tba  drafts  are  coh>r«d  blne^  stamped  in  a  pai^ 
tionlar  wajr,  and  they  droulate  aa  bank  bills. 
This  is  the  idlest^  the  very  idlest,  all  obarges 
that  ever  was  gravely  brought  forward.  It  will 
not  bear  disoossion.  Althoogh  not  aghast  the 
charter,  this  operation  is  very  inoouTeniait  to 
the  bank.  It  is  perfectly  well  known  that  the 
officers  of  the  mother  bank.did  not  poaseee  the 
physical  power  to  sign  the  vast  nnmher  of  small 
biUs  required  for  the  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try; and  these  checks  were  snbstituted  as  a 
matter  of  sheer  neoeasity.  What  injury  has 
happened  to  the  public  in  consequence  of  the 
a^pdon  of  this  ezpedirat  ?  What  is  the  charge 
agvnst  these  drafUj^zoept  that  they  are  paint- 
ed and  stamped  1  The  bank  is  liable  for  every 
such  check  uiat  m^  he  issned.  That  ptrint  hu 
been  tried  and  settled.  No  professional  man, 
fSuniliar  with  commercial  law,  will  dispute  the 
position  that  the  banlL  having  thus  authorized 
the  branches  thus  to  draw  upon  it,  is  responsi- 
ble for  the  drafts.  The  bank  is  authorized  by 
its  charter  to  deal  in  exchanges.  The  branches 
draw  upon  the  mother  bank,  by  an  authority 
given  tnem  in  advance;  and  every  lawyer 
knows  that  such  an.  indefinite  authority  granted 
to  an  agent  beforehand  renders  &e  jnuuipal 
liable  to  any  extent. 

What  I  again  ask.  is  the  iqjory  sostdned  by 
the  pa  wo  ?  It  has  been  swd  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kew  Tork  the  other  day,  (Kr.  Oambbb- 
una,)  that  these  drafts  are  payable  nowhere. 
Ay  I  {layable  nowhere  1  If  that  is  the  fact,  the 
objection  is  conclusive.  But,  sir,  they  are,  in 
point  of  fact,  payable  everywhere.  That  Is 
the  fact^  and  the  bank  has  pud  them  every- 
where, indiscriminately.  There  may  have  been 
a  few  ezceptaons,  owing  to  a  very  great  aoon- 
mulation  of  them  at  one  spot ;  but  the  t>aok , 
usually  pays  them  at  all  its  branches.  So  much 
for  the  grave  chai^  of  panting  drafts. 

The  next  specification  is  for  "  nsmy  on  broken 
bank  notes  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio."  And  as 
to  thia  eonnt^  as  a  lawyw,  I  should  almost 
think  it  snttject  to  a  demurrer.  "  Usury  on 
broken  Imnk  notes  t  "  Sir,  I  do  not  quite  un- 
derstand this  charge.  The  gentleman  read  a 
plea  put  in  by  the  defendants  and  their  coun- 
sel, to  which  there  was  a  demurrer ;  and  he 
stated  Um  decluon  of  the  court,  that  the  facts 
set  forth  in  the  plea  vent  to  make  out  a  case 
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of  usury.  Sir,  the  lawyers  must  have  been  un- 
skilful indeed  if  they  did  not  A  demturer  to 
a  plea  is  made  merdy  to  settle  a  principle.  A 
demurrer  deddes  no  &ots.  But  tne  gentleman 
omitted  to  read  the  explanatory  note  at  the 
bottom  of  the  page.  I  will  supply  the  omiwion. 
[Here  Mr.  HoD.  read  a  note  stating  that  owing 
to  the  demurrer  the  fiiota  of  the  ease  never 
came  to  proof.]  Sir,  the  whole  of  these  alleged 
faots  going  to  make  out  a  case  of  usury,  are 
denied,  and  can  tie  disproved.  Tliis  is  a  plain 
case,  a  very  plain  case.  Both  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  and  private  individuals 
deponted,  in  the  branch  bank  in  question.  State 
t>ank  piq>er,  good  when  deposited.  The  branch 
bank  heid  tbia  paper  ud  received  interest 
upon  It  as  80  moon  oash,  from  the  State  bank. 
Tne  Btato  bank  did  finaUy  pay  up  the  balance 
of.  notes  held  by  tin  United  SMaa  branch. 
Under  this  state  of  thinga,  an  individual  comes 
to  the  brailcfa  seekiiw  a  loan.  The  office  tells 
him,  we  are  prohibited,  by  the  orders  of  the 
mother  bank,  and  especially  by  a  temporary 
r^;ulation  at  thia  time,  from  complying  with 
your  request.  The  applicant  says  he  is  willing 
to  take  bills  of  the  State  bank  which  had  been 
deposited  there,  {and  which  were  equal  to  so 
much  cash  to  the  institution,)  and  to  this  prop- 
osiUon  the  bank  assented.  It  was  a  perfectly 
fair  transaction:  and  tbe  individual  no  doubt 
thought  at  the  tune  that  a  great  fovor  had  been 
extended  to  him,  bnt  found  it  eonvenimt  to 
plead  usury  when  the  day  of  payment  came 
round.  This  transaction  happened  ten  years 
ago.  But  thU,  it  seems,  is  the  day  when  all  the 
sins  <^  the  bank,  for  these  sixteen  years  past, 
are  to  be  brought  up  in  judgment.  If  the  gen- 
tleman had  gone  beyond  the  year  1819,  he  might 
have  brought  forwu^  much  higher  charges  than 
tMs ;  and  if  the  bank  is  to  be  held  responsible 
for  them,  too,  there  is  no  telling  where  it  will 
end.  Bnt,  in  the  year  1819,  all  those  now  stale 
charges  were  brought  fre^  for  examination  l>e- 
fore  this  House,  and  the  hank  was  exonerated 
fh»n  soious  oensnre,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  matters  which  had  grown  out  of  the  ne> 
oessity  of  the  thnes,  and  that  Uie  bank  had 
done  the  best  it  could. 

Sir,  the  fact  is,  the  very  difficnltaes  of  the 
bank  in  1819  all  grew  out  of  an  attempt  to  do 
what  the  gentleman  from  Qeor^a  supposes  the 
bank  is  Iraund  now  to  do ;  from  the  idle  and 
visionary  attempt  to  pay  the  bills  of  all  its 
branches,  not  only  at  the  branches  where 
drawn,  bat  at  all  its  offices.  It  was  lui  absord 
attempt  to  do  what  was  and  is  impraoticable. 

The  third  artide  of  this  indictment  charges 
the  bank  with  *'  the  dealing  in  domesUo  bills 
of  exchange,  and  disguised  Imns." 

Why,  sir,  this  is  <Mie  of  the  ordinary  tranaao- 
tions  of  the  bank,  and  one  of  the  moat  unex- 
ceptionable of  those  transactions.  Sir,  am  I  to 
understand  the  gentleman  from  Oeor^a  as 
charging  the  bank  with  a  violation  of  its  char- 
ter, because  it  buys  bills  of  exchange,  and  sella 
IhUb  of  ezdumge,  or  oheoksi  at  half  per  oeat, 
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one  per  cent.,  or  anj  per  cent  it  pleases!  I 
dionld,  X  coofess,  like  to  nnderBtand  the  nature 
of  these  charges. 

Mr.  Olatton  explained.  A  note  was  asked 
to  be  renewed ;  the  bank  refused  the  reqaeA, 
bnt  was  willing  to  give  discount  on  a  drtm;  on 
a  distant  factor,  therebj  realiziiw  a  profit  of 
two  per  cent,  on  the  bill.  Tbia,  He  oonolnded, 
was  a  disguised  loan.  If  the  applicant  had  the 
monoy  to  pay  for  this  draft,  he  nad  the  money 
to  pay  the  note.  This,  though  not  a  regular 
compact  to  ^t  ten  per  cent,  was  certainly  a 
regmar  dealing  in  loans,  and  was  a  snbstitnte 
fur  a  demand  of  higher  interest. 

Ifr.  UoDtrmB  resumed.  He  believed  that 
the  charge  as  now  made  never  could  be  made 
out.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  never,  he 
was  confident,  had  been  guilty  of  such  a  trane- 
aotion,  with  a  view  to  practise  a  species  of 
extortion,  by  exacting  a  rate  of  interest  not 
allowed  by  its  charter.  I  can  conceive,  bow- 
ever,  said  Mi.  KoD.,  a  case  where  the  bank 
vooid  r^se  a  loan  on  an  ordinary  note,  when 
ita  oUect  was  to  have  ftinda  ready  in  a  particu- 
lar place  to  meet  some  engagement  there. 
Under  these  circnmstances  it  might  be  very 
willing  to  grant  a  loan,  if  the  money,  when  re- 
paid, was  to  be  deposited  at  that  place ;  and  in 
such  a  case  the  bank  would  be  lawfully  entitled 
to  realize  the  difference  of  exchange  between 
the  two  points ;  and  I  will  venture  to  say  that 
in  that  case  the  bank  would  be  found  willing 
to  take  a  lower  rate  of  exchange  than  any ' 
broker  who  might  be  employed. 

The  fourth  chaige  was  a  "  non-oser  of  the 
charter; "  in  this,  utat  during  a  period  of  seven 
^eara,  the  Southern  and  Western  branches  had 
usued  no  cnrrenoy  oif  any  kind. 

It  was  unnecessary  to  go  into  the  ijnesticni  of 
non-user.  Every  practical  man  acquainted  with 
banUng  would  be  satisfied  that  the  bank  would 
never  nave  violated  its  charter,  if  some  of  its 
branches  bad  never  i^sned  a  single  bill.  It  was 
not  a  condition  in  the  charter  that  the  bank 
should  issue  bills  from  all  of  its  branches.  "Why 
should  it  ?  The  object  of  the  bank,  in  a  com- 
mercial view,  was  to  grant  discounts ;  but,  for 
this,  it  was  under  no  necessity  of  issuing  its 
own  bills  of  any  kind.  Gould  not  the  bank  let 
the  SOTdicant  have  specie  for  bis  note,  or  the 
IhUb  m  some  other  bank  ?  Uight  not  the  state 
of  exchange  be  such,  that  the  bank  oonld  not 
safely  issoe  its  own  notes  at  a  particular  place! 
Did  not  the  gentleman  know  that  there  was  a 
lime  when  it  would  have  been  very  hazardous 
to  do  BO !  In  1818,  the  institution  had  been 
rednced  almost  to  Iwnkruptoy,  by  the  attempt 
to  pay  its  bills  indiscriminately.  There  was  in 
the  West  a  vast  demand  for  the  bills  of  the 
bank,  and  its  circulation  mif^ht  have  been 
extended  to  an  almost  indefinite  amount.  It 
did  issne  bills  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
amount  of  many  millions.  But  such  was  the 
state  of  the  intnnal  commerce  of  the  oonnby, 
that  the  whole  of  the  bills  issued  In  the  West 
fbnnd  th«r  was  to  the  branch  at  New  York, 
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and  o^er  Eastern  branches.  The  balance  of 
trade  was  constaotiy  against  tiie  West,  and  the 
current  of  exchange  carried  all  the  paper  ot  the 
bank  to  the  Eastern  branches,  WAere  specie 
was  demanded.  The  conseqnence  was,  (what 
it  must  ever  be,  if  the  bank  would  have  no  dis- 
cretion as  to  where  its  bills  should  be  issoed 
and  payable,)  all  the  exdiaogea  of  the  cowtrj 
were  perfbrmed  without  oompenaation,  at  toe 
expense  of  the  hank.  Wonkl  any  duu  pve 
even  one-fimrth  per  cent,  fbr  a  bill  of  exebangL 
if  lie  oonld  take  a  bill  of  the  Bank  of  the  Vuitei 
States,  and  send  it  Tram  one  point  of  the  Union 
to  anotiter,  with  the  assorance  that  it  wovld 
there  oommand  spwae !  The  oonsequenee  of 
such  a  state  of  things  would  be,  that  the  bank 
would  have  to  keep  teams  constantly  timTeUing 
backward  and  forward  with  epede. 

The  fifth  chai^  was  the  building  of  houses 
to  rent.  On  this  subject  the  terms  o(  the 
charter,  Mr.  HoD.  said,  were  plidn.  It  pro- 
hibited tbe  bank  frran  purdiaung  land,  save  in 
oertun  specified  oases ;  the  debt  most  not  ori|^ 
nally  have  been  oontraoted  on  the  aeonrity  of 
land ;  but  where  there  was  a  mortgage  sabeo- 
qnently  given,  by  way  of  collateral  secnri^^  th« 
bank  was  permitted  to  purchase.  In  this  man- 
ner, and  in  no  other,  had  tbe  bank  become  poe- 
sessed  of  real  estate.  The  idea  of  the  gentle- 
man, said  Mr.  McD..  is  wholly  new  to  me ;  ajid 
I  should  be  glad  if  tne  gentleman  from  Geo^i* 
would  show  me,  from  (Joke  or  Blackstone,  how 
it  can  be  lawful  to  purchase  land,  and  not  to 
build  bouses  upon  it,  and  lease  it.  The  anth<»i- 
ty  to  buy  lana  is  an  authority  to  own  land ;  and 
an  authority  to  own  land  is  an  sntb<»1ty  to  uae 
it ;  and  can  a  man  be  said  to  Lave  the  fiiU  use 
(tf  his  land,  if  he  may  not  build  a  hoose  upon  it 
and  roit  il^  until  he  can  sell  I  Such  a  constmo- 
tion  went  to  destroy  the  right  altogether ;  tbe 
right  to  purchase  is  wholly  deceptive,  onleas 
the  land  purchased  may  afterwards  be  mads 
use  of  in  any  lawful  manner  most  conducive  to 
tbe  interest  of  the  owner. 

The  sixth  count  is  for  not  having,  in  the  capi- 
tal stock,  a  due  proportion  of  coin.   I  am  wholly 
at  a  loss  to  understand  this  chai^.   It  is  al- 
leged to  be  a  violation  of  tbe  charter.  •!  am 
prised  to  what  fact  it  refers.   I  shookt  be 

Eto  know  to  what  part  of  the  charter  it  re- 
There  is  nothing  in  the  charter,  as  I  read 
it,  on  the  suUect. 

The  seventh  charge :  "  Foreigners  voUng  ftir 
directors  through  their  trustees."  I  know 
nothing  of  this  charge.  But  the  fiuteaneanly 
be  ascerteined  from  the  bank  itselt  I  have  no 
doubt  that,'B0  far  as  it  is  a  chaive  at  all,  it  will 
turn  out  to  be  whoUy  without  foundation.  It 
may  be  that  stock  has  been  owned  by  a  for- 
eigner, and  yet  held  in  tbe  name  of  some  citi- 
zen of  tbe  United  Stetes.  But  how,  I  ask,  can 
the  baojc  prevent  an  American  stockholder  from 
voting  on  stock  held  by  him,  on  the  ground  of 
a  secret  trust !  This  is  no  abuse  for  which  tbe 
bank  is  answerable,  unless  the  bank  haa  be» 
conusant  of  the  faot^  and  bad  the  power  erf  eor^ 
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noting  the  abuse.  This  charge  maj  be  an- 
mrend  from  the  bo(^  and  records  of  the  bank, 
in  five  minutes.  I  have  nov  gone  through 
thou  charges  whidi  go  to  an  alleoed  violation 
dt  the  charter  ctf  the  bank.  The  outers,  aooord- 
iiw  to  the  gentleman,  do  not  amount  to  a  for- 
ftnnro,  but  are  thrown  in  to  show  the  inex- 
pedienoj  of  rechartering  the  institution.  I  will 
proceed  to  notice  these  in  order.  The  first  of 
these  subordinate  offences  is  stated  to  be.  '*  not 
<M8hlng  its  own  notes,  or  receiving  in  depont 
at  each  branch,  and  at  the  parent  bank,  the 
notes  of  eaoh  other." 

It  is  unnecessary  that  I  should  enter  on  the 
investigation  of  this  topic.  In  the  report  made 
two  jeara  since  by  the  Committee  ttf  Ways  «id 
Hean^it  was  folly  examined,  and  the  imputa- 
titm  ^otaally  refuted.  By  the  attempt  to  do 
what  the  bank  is  here  assailed  ftn*  not  doing, 
^  l^e  embarrassments  which  prevailed  in  1819 
were,  as  I  have  sud,  prodnoed.  Ko  bank  that 
acted  on  the  ^lan  sug^sted  oould  snstun  the 
sonndnesB  of  its  currency  for  two  years.  A 
bank  with  branches  extended  over  all  the  States 
of  the  Union,  to  be  bound  to  pay  the  notes 
drawn  at  all  these  branches  at  every  other 
branch  I  Why,  air,  does  not  the  gentleman^ 
see  that  all  Uie  commercial  exchanges  of  the 
country  would  be  conducted  at  the  expense  of 
the  bonkl  The  bank  issues  biUs  at  New  Or- 
leans, promidng  to-  pay  them  at  that  {daoe. 
What  says  the  gentleman  t  Tka  pron^  of  the 
bank  to  pi^  at  New  Orleans  Innds  it  to  pay  at 
New  Tort  and  the  promise  to  pay  money  at 
8t  Louis  Muds  it  to  pay  at  Philadelphia.  Why  t 
Suppose  an  iron  mast^  in  FennsylTania  promises 
to  ddiver  one  hundred  tons  of  iron  at  a  speci- 
fied town  in  that  State,  say  Lancaster,  u  he 
therefore  bound  to  deliver  that  quantity  of  iron 
at  New  Orleans  t  Sir,  this  would  be  no  greater 
absurdity  than  t&at  which  would  exist  in  the 
case  assumed.  This  Is  the  very  last  charge 
that  onght  to  have  been  brought  agunst  ^e 
bank.  The  matter  was  fblly  mvestigated  in 
1819,  and  it  waa  I  believe,  the  almost  unanimous 
ojdnum  of  tUs  Honse  that  it  ws  tiie  impotoit 
attempt  of  the  first  ^reetion  to  oany  out  this 
doctrine  that  led  to  all  the  overtradiog  and 
onbarrassment  andTuin  which  ensued. 

This  attempt  had  nearly  perpetuated  the 
imsonndness  of  the  currenOT  which  the  bank 
was  instituted  to  correct  and  prevent  Should 
such  a  condition  be  inserted  in  the  charter,  it 
would  be  utterly  vain  to  talk  any  longer  of  a 
uniform  and  sound  currency.  The  Buik  of  the 
United  States  would  soon  become  an  auxiliary 
with  the  State  banks,  and  run  with  them  the 
career  of  depreciation.  It  could,  not  avoid  it. 
It  would  be  a  matter  of  neoeasl^. 

Here,  nr,  is  anothn  diatge :  "  The  making  a 
difference  in  receiving  notes  from  the  Federal 
GovMnment  and  the  itf  tizens  of  the  United 
States." 

This  is  a  most  serions  and  extraordinary 
ohame,  indeed  I  Sir,  what  are  the  terms  of 
the  bank  charter !  la  not  this  the  very  tiina 
TouZL-8» 


it  stipulates  that  the  bank  shall  do  ?  Was  it  not 
one  of  the  primary  objects  of  establishing  the 
bank  f  Sfr,  tiie  bank  was  created,  among  other 
ol^ects,for  the  very  purpose  of  doing  the  thing 
which  is  here  made  the  ground  of  denonciation. 
The  bank  is  obliged,  by  its  charter,  to  receive 
the  bills  of  all  its  branches  as  deposits  of  the 
Government,  and  to  transfer  the  funds  thus 
deposited  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
wherte  the  Government  may  require  them. 
Is  not  this  dealing  with  the  General  Govern- 
ment in  a  manner  different  from  that  which 
the  bank  deals  with  individuals  ? 

But  I  will  here  remark  that  this  circum- 
stance, so  fax  from  being  a  disadvant^  to 
individuals,  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  very  great 
advantage  to  them.  All  who  owe  the  Govern- 
ment, though  they  may  reside  in  tlie  nortiiem- 
most  extremity  of  the  Union,  may  tender  Mils 
drawn  by  the  branch  of  Louisiana  in  payment, 
and  they  are  receivable  fen-  all  Government  dues ; 
the  bank  is  bound  to  take  them  on  deposit^ 
and  to  give  cash  for  them  when  demanded^  or 
drafts  on  any  part  of  the  Union.  This  obhga- 
tion  to  receive  the  hUls  of  its  branches  in£s- 
criminately,  and  to  give  cash  or  drafUr  in  ex- 
change for  them,  gives  to  those  bills  almost  as 
uniform  a  value  as  if  they  were  generally  receiv- 
able. It  renders  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  almost  perfectly  uniform  through- 
out the  Union— oerwnly  more  uniform  than 
qwoie  itself  could  be  in  so  extendve  a  conntiy. 

The  next  bhai^ is  in  these  words:  "Making 
difl^rmoe  between  memba«  of  Oongrees  ana 
the  citizens  generally,  both  in  granting  loans,  and 
in  selling  bills  of  exchange." 

I  am  wholly  ignorant  of  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  facts  alluded  to. 

[Here  Mr.  Olatton  explained — but  not  a 
word  reached  tiie  reporter's  desk.] 

Mr.  MoDdwie  resumed.  I  believe  It  has 
been  the  uniform  practice  of  the  bank,  fh)m  its 
foundation,  to  accommodate  members  of  Oon- 
gress  as  to  their  pay.  It  gives  us  gold  or  eolver 
when  we  wish  it,  or  drara  on  distant  phiees ; 
and  I  oonlass,  f&r^  that  I,  for  one,  should  be 
^evou^  distressed,  on  my  own  aocount  as 
weU  as  on  that  of  my  fellow-members,  should 
the  gentleman  .succeed  in  deterring  the  .bsjik 
from  granting  us  these  littie  accommodations. 

Next  comes  "the  undue  accumulation  of 
proxies  in  the  hands  of  a  few  to  control  the 
election  for  directoiB." 

The  bank  has  no  control  whatever  over  this, 
nor  has  any  abuse  been  practised. 

Then  we  have  the  following  specification: 
"A  strong  auspidon  of  secret  understanding 
between  the  bank  and  brokers  to  job  in  stocks, 
contrary  to  the  charter.  Fw  example  to  buy 
up  the  three  per  cent,  stods  at  this  day,  ana 
force  the  Government  to  pay  at  par  for  that 
stock ;  and  whether  the  Government  deposits 
may  not  be  used  to  enhance  its  own  debts." 

Sir,  I  confess  that  the  language  of  this  count 
in  the  gentleman's  indictment  did  not  a  little 
mn^se  me.  That  the  Bank  <tf  the  United 
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States,  a  bank  holding  its  priTilei^  by  a  char- 
ter ttom  the  OongresB  of  the  tlaited  States, 
shoold  be  formallj  arrateoed  by  a  member  of 
that  Oongress  on  a  pnblio  charge  that  there  is 
"a  strong  suspicion  of  a  secret  understanding 
of  that  bank  with  brokeurs  for  Jobbing  II"  ik 
the  gentleman  from  Geoi^a  aware  of  theprob- 
ftble  consequences  of  what  he  is  doing  ?  Has  he 
not  receiv^  some  admonitions  on  the  subject 
9f  yielding  his  ear  too  oreduloosly  to  those 
suapiciona  which  are  whispered  by  anonymous 
and  irresponsible  informers }  This,  sir,  is  one 
of  the  gravest  charges  on  the  whole  catalogue. 
It  inTolTea  not  indeed  a  vicdation  of  tibe  charter, 
Imt  it  contains  a  charge  of  moral  turpitude 
nttwly  ^sgraoefd  to  any  puUio  butitntion. 

Sir,  I  do  not  believe  the  oha^e.  It  is  a  uni- 
versal principle,  that  even  the  criminsl  at  liie 
bar  of  public  justice  shall  not  only  by  the 
humanity,  but  by  the  wisdom  of  the  law,  be 
presumed  innocent  until  his  guilt  shall  be  estab- 
nshed  by  proofl  Yet  here  are  we  called  to  go 
a  tilting  agunat  fabricated  phantoms  of  guUt 
and  corruption,  which  on  the  very  face  of  the 
indictment  rest  on  mere  suspicion.  Sir,  what 
must  be  the  effect  of  this  investigation  f  The 
geuUeman  from  Oeor^  must  surely  be  aware 
of  the  delicate  nature  of  Uie  public  credit  of  all 
kinds :  above  all,  of  bank  credit.  A  wMsper 
may  blast  it.  It  ia  like  female  reputation ;  yon 
have  only  to  make  the  diarge^  and  yon  have 
already,  and  perh^M  irreparably,  done  tbe  in- 
jury. 

Suspicion,  therefore,  is  no  adequate  ground 
for  instituting  such  an  inquiry  as  this.  Facts, 
well  authenticated,  and  positively  vouched  by 
responuble  persons,  are  the  only  sufficient 
grounds  of  such  a  proceeding.  Yet  here  is  one 
of  the  guardians  of  the  pubho  interest,  and  who 
ought  also  to  be  a  guardian  of  that  institution, 
bringing  forward  a  grave  and  damning  imputa- 
tion against  its  character,' without  even  the  pre- 
tence of  proof.  I  shall  feel  nywlf  bonnd  to 
vote  down  any  such  attenmt.  Sir,  what  is  it? 
It  b  not  even  a  ghost)  Not  a  shadow  I  "A 
mere  bodiless  creation  I "  It  is  nothing  but 
what  may  be  imputed  to  the  purest  of  men  as 
readily  as  to  the  purest  of  public  institutions. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  some  such  dark  inunu- 
ation  has  been  poured  into  the  gentleman's  ear. 
I  know  hiln  too  well  to  suppose  that  he  would 
otherwise  bring  forward  such  a  charge.  But, 
having  brought  it  forward  on  this  floor,  I  trust, 
before  the  House  rises,  he  will  state  the  name 
3f  the  author,  and  by  whom  he  proposes  to 

r've  it.   It  is  a  very  grave  charge,  and  I  hope 
will  not  go  off  wiuiout  aasnming  a  more 
tanj^ble  shape. 

Anotiier  charge  ia,  "snbadies  and  loans, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  printers,  editors,  and 
lawyers,  for  purposes  other  than  the  regular 
hnsinesB  of  tne  oank."  This,  sir,  is  a  charge 
which  turns  upon  facts.  I  am  entirely  ignorant 
of  them,  as  no  disclosure  has  been  made  on  the' 
sulyoot.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Qeoma  ia 
bound  to  show  acsne  proof  to  soatun  them: 


but,  in  the  absence  of  proof  to  substantiate  the 
charge,  I  may  take  it  for  granted  the  bank  por- 
sued  the  same  course  in  making  their  loans  and 
discounts  to  the  lawyers,  editors,  and  printer^ 
as  they  pursued  in  regard  to  evwy  other  dasa. 
If  the  bank  had  done  otherwise— if  it  had  pro- 
scribed these  classes  of  citizens,  it  would  not 
have  discharged  its  duty.  I  can  well  imagine 
ttiat  printers'  and  editors,  in  certain  cases, 
which  might  be  stated,  would  not  be  propo- 
subjects  for  public  patronage ;  that  objecticHis 
might  be  urged  to  the  practice  of  afipointing 
them  to  office,  when  the  natural  oonseqaenee 
would  be  to  impair  the  perfect  freedom  of  the 
press,  and  make  it  anbservient  to  Uie  will  of 
those  bavii^  patnmage  to  bestow. 
•  Such  obimsaons  have  been  nived  ag^nst  the 
last  as  welt  as  the  present  Adnuidstration ;  but 
this  objection  was  founded  altogether  on  picditi- 
cal  grounds.  But  I  have  never  yet  heard  it 
m^t^ned  that  a  printer  or  editor  was,  by  any 

Principle  in  law  or  morality,  to  be  held  and 
eemed  so  destitute  of  credit  as  to  be  nreduded 
ttom  obtaining  a  loan  fh)m  a  bank.  If  there  be 
such  a  prindple  in  either  the  commensal  or 
political  code  of  the  country,  I  am  entirely  at  a 
,  |los8  for  the  grounds  of  it  Along  with  the 
editorial  corps,  the  lawyers,  too,  come  within 
the  scope  of  the  gentleman's  proeoriptitm.  I 
should  DO  glad  to  know  upon  what  poariUe 
grounds  they  can  be  precluded  from  enjoying 
the  facilities  of  bank  uscounts.  Are  they  not 
entitied  to  have  the  same  privileges  as  oth^ 
men  t  Are  we  to  recc^nize  different  orders  in 
the  country!  Shall  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  be  constituted  into  a  sort  of  moral  Areop- 
agus, with  authority  to  place  whole  clasaes  w 
the  community  under  the  ban?  On  this  snV 
ject  I  may  possibly  have  some  etprit  du  ecrf*, 
having  once  been  a  member  of  the  profession 
of  law ;  but  in  the  state  of  things  which  the 
gentlemen  seems  to  deure,  I  should  reard 
myself  fortonate  in  having  abandoned  it.  ftrt 
the  whole  foundation  for  this  ctuuve,  I  will 
venture  to  say,  when  investt^tted,  willtnm oat, 
altliongh  thus  gravely  urged  agunst  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  nothing  more  than 
that  it  bad  the  audacity  to  employ  some  eminent 
lawyer,  who  gave  an  opinion  in  favor  of  the 
legality  of  those  checks,  the  issue  of  which  by 
the  bajik  the  gentleman  from  Georgfa  so  muidi 
deprecates.  And  although  that  opinion  may 
not  be  gratifying  to  that  genUeman ;  and  thou^ 
he  may  not  approve  of  tne  bank  employing  its 
funds  for  tlie  purpose  of  getting  such  an  opinion, 
the  Btockholders,  who  are  uie  only* persons 
interested  in  this  matter,  will  no  donbt  s^y  the 
money  for  that  purpose  was  well  laid  out  The 
bank  directors  acted  properly  in  getting  a  pro- 
fessional opinion,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  charge 
which  was  bruitM  throughout  tne  country,  that 
they  were  making  issues  of  spurious  p^Mr,  for 
which  the  bank  was  not  responuble. 

The  next  charae  is,  "  that  the  bank  made  a 
distinction  in  selung  bills  of  exchange."  This 
is  nnfouided. 
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The  eighth  charge  is,  tliat  the  bank  has  ■used 
undue  and  improper  *' praoticea  to  indace  the 
local  banks  to  petition  Oongress  for  a  renewal 
of  its  charter,  and  tbns  impose  npon  Congress 
by  false  clamor."  Now,  sir,  this  is,  in  its  very 
nature,  and  upon  its  very  face,  a  charge  foonded 
not  upon  evidence,  but  sormise  and  conjecture, 
and  t  therefore  pass  it  over  as  meriting  no 
serioas  attention,  owing  to  its  vagueness. 

The  gentlemim  next  proposes  "that  an  in- 
quiry slioald  be  instituted  as  to  the  actual 
management  of  the  bank,  whether  safely  and 
prudently  conducted."  Thiseontunsnoiuiarge, 
and  requires  no  special  notice.  Kor  oan  I  per- 
ceive on  what  ground  it  is  proposed  that  an 
inquiry  be  made  into  the  actual  condition  of  the 
bank,  its  debts  and  credits ;  how  maxsk  it  has 
increased  its  debts  and  diminished  Its  means  to 
pay  within  the  last  year.  How  much  it  has  in- 
creased its  credits  and  multiplied  its  debtors, 
since  the  President's  Message  in  1829,  without 
ability  to  take  up  the  notes  it  has  issued,  and 
pay  its  deposits.  "With  regard  to  this,  there 
is  nothing  in  it  Tlie  particulars  sought  for 
are  folly  and  satiafaotorily  disdoaed  in  the 
monthly  aocounts  rendered  to  the  Treasury, 
and  the  annual  acconnts  rendered  to  the  stock- 
holders. A  reference  to  these  accounts  will 
satisfy  the  gentleman,  without  ftirther  trouble, 
that  the  affiurs  of  the  bank  have  been  prudently 
conducted,  and  &.&t  it  is  not  only  able  to  pay 
its  debts,  bat  has  fulfilled  all  its  obligations, 
and  performed  all  its  duties,  iu  a  manner  that 
Bhoald  be  highly  satisfactory  to  the  people  and 
to  the  Government  aa  wall  as  to  the  stock- 
holders. 

The  next  allegation  of  the  gentleman  is  "  that 
the  bank  has  made  excesuve  iasnes,  all  on 
public  depoutSt" 

Now,  air,  if  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is 
obnoxious  to  censure  in  this  respect,  there  is  no 
bank  in  the  whole  TTnAn  that  can  escape  con- 
demnation. For  I  may  venture  to  assert  that 
•there  is  not  one  which  is  not  authorized,  by  the 
terms  of  its  charter,  imd  which  does  not  in 
point  of  fact,  issue  a  larger  amount  of  bills, 
according  to  its  actual  capital,  its  deposits,  and 
the  specie  in  its  vaults,  than  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  I  say  it  boldly,  that  there  is 
no  bank  in  the  country,  and  never  has  been, 
T^hich  has  conducted  its  issues  with  more  per- 
fect safety  to  all  the  interests  Invdved,  Let 
the  available  means  of  the  bank  be  conudered 
for  ft  moment,  and  tUs  charge  wiU  utterly 
vanish.  These  means  amoont  to  upwards  of 
sixty  millions ;  of  which  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay 
all  the  notes  in  circulation  could  be  converted 
into  specie. on  the  shortest  notice.  It  would 
not  be  hazarding  much  to  say  that  if  a  run  was 
made  upon  the  huik  for  specie,  it  could  redeem 
all  its  notes  in  circulation  in  the  short  space  of 
sixty  days ;  a  fact  which  certidnly  cannot  be 
predicated  of  any  other  bank. 

The  honorable  member  from  Georgia  seems 
to  dissent  from  this,  however,  beoMiae  the 
Epeoie  in  its  vanlts  amoonts  to  only  serea  or 


eight  millions.  Why,  sir,  does  it  not  occur  to 
that  gentiemau,  that  the  available  resources  of 
a  hank  are  not  alone  the  specie  in  its  vaults, 
bnt  that  it  has  other  funds  equally  as  available 
as  specie  ?  The  notes  of  State  banks  converti- 
ble into  specie,  and  the  funded  debt  owned  by 
the  bank,  may  be  fairly  estimated  as  cash,  in 
the  operations  of  the  bank.  In  addition  to 
these,  the  discounted  not«  and  bills  of  exchange 
which  the  bank  holds,  to  the  amount  of  some 
sixty  millions,  puts  it  in  its  power,  at  all  times, 
to  call  in  to  the  amodnt  of  nve  or  ten  millions 
more,  to  meet  any  eztnunxlinary  demand  for 
specie. 

So  much,  rir,  for  the  prosperity  of  the  bank 
and  its  resonrces ;  and  I  leave  it  to  this  House 
to  decide  "  whether  it  he  real  or  delusive." 

The  next  inquiry  wljich  the  eentieman  fh}m 
Georgia  proposes  to  make  by  the  agency  of  a 
Select  Oommittee,  relates  to  *'  the  amount  of 
gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion  sent  from 
Southern  and  Western  branches  to  the  parent 
bank  since  its  establishment  in  1817."  The 
amount  aays  the  specification  "  is  supposed 
to  he  fifteen  or  twenty  miUionO)  and,  with  bank 
interest  on  bank  debte,  oonstitntes  a  qrstem  of 
the  most  intolerable  oppres^on  of  the  South 
and  West  The  gold  and  diver  of  the  South 
and  West  have  been  drawn  to  the  mother  bank, 
mostiy  by  the  agency  of  that  unlawful  currency 
created  by  the  branch  bank  orders."  I  would 
remark,  sir,  that  the  transfer  of  specie,  like  that 
of  any  other  article,  is  regulated  by  the  course 
of  commercial  exchange,  and  the  demands  of 
the  different  parts  of  the  Union.  To  comp]»n 
that  this  transfer  is  performed  by  the  bant 
almost  free  of  all  charge,  is  to  complain  of 
one  of  its  most  salutary  and  beneficial  opera- 
tions. Let  me  tell  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
that  he  has  entirely  misb&ken  the  cause  of  th^ 
oppresEdve  drafts  ror  specie  upcm  the  Southern 
and  Western  States.  He  seems  to  me  to  have 
been  singularly  unfortunate  in  ascribing  these 
oppressive  drafts  for  specie  to  the  bills  of  ex- 
cminge  drawn  by  the  Sonthem  and  Western 
branches  on  the  mother  bank.  In  no  respect 
has  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  rendered 
more  essential  service  to  the  country,  and 
granted  greater  commercial  facilities  to  the 
people,  than  in  the  very  matter  which  is  here  . 
brought  up  in  judgment  against  it  The  gentle* 
man  has  mistaken  the  band  that  mitigates  the 
burden  for  the  hand  that  imposes  it  A  hare 
ref'erenoe  to  the  oonrae  of  trade  between  the 
difi'erent  TMurts  of  the  Union  wiU  verify  what  I 
have  said.  For  example,  tiie  Western  &rmer 
sends  his  live  stock  to  OhfU'leston  or  Savannah, 
and  sells  it  for  money.  As  these  cities  are  not 
the  markets  in  which  he  oan  most  advanta- 
geously make  his  purchases  of  goods,  he  would 
most  assuredly  demand  specie  for  the  local 
bank  notes  obtained  for  his  live  stock,  in  order 
to  make  his  purchases  in  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia, if  it  were  not  that  the  branches  of  the 
United  States  Bank  furnish  drafts  or  checks  on 
these  cities,  which  are^  ibr  all  the  parpoaes  of 
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t^e  Western  fBnners,  better  than  specie.  With 
these  drafts  the  Western  merchante  paj  for  the 
morobaudiae  vhich  sapplies  the  Westeom'  mar- 
ket, and  the  whcte  tdrafe  of  thii  dtHnestie  com- 
SKTM  is  comileted  wiUumt  the  nse  ot  a  dollar 
of  spede.  It  is  obriona,  therefore,  that  this 
Terr  operatioD  vl  the  bank,  upon  which  the 
gentleman  charges  the  oppression  of  the  South 
and  West,  is  that  which  tends  most  powerfliUf 
to  relieve  them  from  ^^pres^on. 

Bat  titese  parts  of  the  Union  are  sabjeot  to 
very  oppressive  drafts,  I  admit,  from  a  t&j 
dWerent  sonroe,  however,  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  It  is,  sir,  fi'om  the  fiscal  op- 
erations of  this  Government,  from  the  large 
amoant  of  revenne  levied  and  collected  in  these 
parts  of  t2i6  Union,  and  dishnnwd  in  other  parts 
of  IL  that  these  oppretAyn  drafta  proceed. 
And  tf  tb«  gentleman  would  look  a  little  deeper 
into  the  matter,  be  would  find  tiiat  ben,  auo, 
tiie  Bank  of  the  Ui^ted  States,  thoagh  it  is 
nnavoidably  the  agent  of  tiie  Government  in 
making  these  drafts,  performs  the  Anty  in  sach 
a  way  as  to  diminlui  the  injary  inflicted  to  a 
very  great  extent,  in  compariscHi  with  what  it 
would  be  if  the  same  Anty  were  performed  by 
any  other  agent.  If  there  were  no  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  Government  deposits 
were,  made  in  the  local  banks,  what  woold  be 
the  effM  levyliw  and  disbnrring  the  pal^ 
revenne  npon  the  Sontheni  BtatesI  u  it  be 
aanmed  that  three  ndUlons  of  rereane  ara  otA- 
leoted  In  OlMrleetoa  and  Savumah,  and  only 
five  hundred  thousand  expended  in  the  Sonth, 
it  wonld  follow  that  two  million  five  hundred 
thonsand  wonld  remain  to  be  transferred,  prob- 
ably to  Korfolk  and  this  dly,  for  disbursement 
In  this  state  of  things,  if  the  Government  made 
its  d«MKits  in  the  focal  banks,  and  these  were 
.bound,  like  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to 
plaoe  these  fanda  wherever  the  wants  of  the 
Government  might  require  them,  I  ask,  in  what 
manner  would  they  be  able  to  make  this  trans- 
^fyt^  Thdr  WSm,  whatever  miriit  be  their 
oredit  in  OharlertMi  and  BavanniSi,  would  not 
be  reedved  in  N(»f<dk  and  Washington.  Hav- 
ing no  branches  at  these  places^  they  could  not 
drafts  on  them.  Th^  only  resonroe, 
therefore,  would  be  to  transport  the  specie,  or 
purchase  bills  of  exchange  at  a  very  hQ^  rate, 
oertainly  mut^  beyond  the  rate  which  now 
exists  iMtween  those  points  of  the  Union.  If 
the  notes  deported  by  the  Government  were  in 
other  banks  than  those  In  wbidi  the  d^tosits 
were  made,  the  specie  would  be  demanded  for 
them.  Then,  sir,  toere  would  be  a  real  cry  of 
distress,  a  clamor  that  wonld  make  the  very 
welkin  ring.  The  oppression  in  this  ease  would 
not  be  Ima^naiy,  but  real ;  an  oppreseion  re- 
aolling  from  the  unmitigated  action  of  the  Gov- 
mmmt,  levying  heavy  ocntribntiona  tima  the 
people,  and  reqmring  it  to  be  p^d  in  a  mediom 
which  oonld  not  be  obtained. 

Sir,  it  is  the  highest  eulcwfum  that  can  be 
pronoonoed  on  the  Bank  of  we  United  States, 
that  it  proTidea  the  Government  with  a  sMna 


currency,  of  perfectly  nniibrm  value,  at  all 
places,  for  all  its  flaou  .operalions ;  and  at  Um 
same  time  enables  that  GovemmeiDt  to  collect 
and  disborse  its  immense  revennea  in  the  mode 
least  oppresnve  to  tiie  OMmnnnity.  If  Hie  same 
hnotious  were  exdnrively  devolved  i^ion  the 
State  banka,  my  reputatitm  <m  it,  Ilia  absolute 
distresses  and  neoesuties  of  the  country  would 
drive  those  banks  into  the  fatal  policy  of  soa- 
pending  spede  payments  In  twelve  months. 

I  am  now  approaching  the  close  of  this  long 
list  of  speoiSations,  and  I  am  heartOy  glad  « 
it ;  for  I  have  already  committed  a  much  loaga 
trespass  on  the  attention  of  the  House  than  I 
intended. 

The  fourteenth  charge  is,  "the  estaUishmoit 
of  agendea,  in  diffisrait  Bti^  under  the  direo- 
tion  and  managemott  d  one  person  only,  to 
ded  in  billa  of  excitange,  and  to  transact  mba 
bndnesa  properly  beloonng  to  branch  bttik^ 
contrary  to  the  charter." 

I  am  wholly  ignorant,  tSr,  of  any  proviaoB 
in  the  charter  which  forbids  tiie  establishment 
of  such  an  agency,  and  I  am  equally  ignorant 
of  the  fact  that  any  such  agency  has  been  estab- 
lished. I  can  yery  well  imagine,  however,  that 
ciroumstanoee  might  render  it  inexpedieut  to 
establish  a  branch  of  the  bank  where  the  in- 
terests of  tiie  public  would  be  greatly  promoted 
by  such  an  sg^Msy  as  the  gentleman  has  de- 
nounced as  a  vlfdation  of  the  charter.  It  is 
qnite  a  new  idea  to  me,  dr,  Hiat  Uat  exuicia 
authoiily  givn  to  tile  baoik  to  deal  In  Ulb  of 
exchange  should  be  oonstraotlvely  Hndted  to 
such  dealing  as  is  efliaeted  by  Uie  agency  oi  a 
branch  bank. 

I  come  now  to  the  flfteentii  and  last  roecifi- 
oation :  "  Giviiw  aothority  to  State  banks  to 
disconnt  their  biDs  without  anthori^  from  the 
Treaauiy." 

I  oonfess,  sir,  I  am  at  some  loss  toundmtaud 
what  it  is  that  the  gentiiman  means  to  omdemn 
in  this  last  count  of  his  indictment.  Does  he 
redly  suppose  that  the  State  banks  would  not 
be  aothoitMd  to  disconnt  the  Nils  <rf  the  United 
States  Bank,  without  apedal  autJiority  ^tm 
that  bank  to  do  so  ?  <Hr  that  any  authcvity  <^ 
that  kind  oonld  give  them  a  greater  rig^t,  in 
that  respect,  than  they  have  without  snch 
authority?  The  honorable  member  might  as 
well  make  it  a  charge  agj^nst  me,  that  in 
making  a  note  I  promised  to  pay  Hie  snm 
stipulated  to  the  bearer,  and  tiiereby  authorised 
the  payee  to  n^^otiate  it  to  wbmn  he  pleased. 
All  bank  notes  are  payable  to  the  bearer,  and 
every  bank  may  lawfiuly  dKOOuat  the  bills  of 
every  other  bank.  Upon  the  whol^  air,  if  I 
understand  this  charge,  it  is  me  of  the  most 
extraordinary  and  fhnciftd  charges  that  can  be 
oonodved ;  but  I  must  admit  mst  it  ia  in  per- 
fect keeidng  with  tike  general  tenor  of  tiie  wtide 
accusation.  It  is  fit  and  impropriate,  dr,  tliat 
an  indictment  which  commences  with  the  grave 
and  solemn  chaiveof  stamj^ngandpalnti^the 
paper  on  which  its  checks  are  written,  and  per- 
muting the  pet^e  to  nae  tlma  in  the  idaoe  cf 
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bulk  bills,  ^ould  ecmeliide  with  the  equally 
grave  and  solema  charge  of  permitting  the  State 
banks  to  disoount  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  witlioat  the  aotbority  -of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasory  I 

And  now,  sir,  having  gone  through  the  long 
list  of  the  sofo^ted  violations  of  the  charter  of 
the  bank,  and  of  otiier  alleged  abases  deemed 
worthy  cn  Inqnlrj  by  the  gentleman  from 
€korna,  I  mwt  be  permitted  to  paj  that  tiie 
bank  naa  great  oanse  to  rcjjoioe  that  no  graver 
charges  can  be  brought  against  It.  For,  sir, 
with  the  ezcepUon  of  the  crime  of  bdng  sus- 
pected of  a  secret  understanding  with  brokers 
to  cheat  the  Government,  and  one  or  two 
kindred  chugea,  resting  on  the  same  shadowy 
ftrandation,  we  have  heard  nothing  hot  the 
stale  and  hackneyed  and  exploded  imputations 
that  have  been  already  reiterated  a  hundred 
times  against  the  bai^  and  aa  many  times 
refated.  I  think  it  must  be  ^parent  that  this 
institution  has  folly  performed  the  great  duty 
of  supplying  and  preserving  a  sound  and  uni- 
form currency,  and  all  iti  other  obligations, 
•  both  to  the  Government  and  to  the  oomitry. 

I  will  Bay  a  word  ot  two  as  to  the  course 
which  I  think  wisdom,  and  prudenee,  and  jus- 
tice, concur  in  reoommending  t^is  House  to 
pursue  in  relation  to  the  resolntion  nibnutted 
by  the  gentleman  from  Gfeorgla,  I  have  already 
advertM  to  the  delicate  nature  of  bfmk  credit, 
and  the  consequent  effect  of  instituting  the  pro- 
posed proceecung,  on  the  extensive  interests 
mvolved  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  A 
lai^  portion  of  the  stock  of  this  institution 
belongs  to  the  widow  and  the  orphan ;  in  many 
instaiioes,  perhaps,  their  ade  support  and  in- 
heritance. Ab  uie  guardians  of  oieae  interests, 
ttwrwfora^  we  are  eslled  upon  to  protMt  tibe  insti- 
tntion  in  whose  destiny  they  must  be  involved 
agunst  every  charge  which  may  be  preferred 
upon  mere  suspicion,  at  the  same  time  that  we 
are  unA&e  the  fdghest  obligations  to  the  publio 
to  prosecute  every  charge  whioh  may  be  brought 
forward  upon  sufficient  authority.  Host  of  the 
charges  preferred  by  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 

fia  w*e  of  a  nature  to  preclude  the  idea  of  a 
elect  Committee  of  investigation,  admitting 
them  to  be  well  founded  in  fact— 4he  legality  or 
illegality  of  painted  and  stamped  cha^a,  non- 
nser  of  the  charter,  building  hoasee  to  rent,  the 
reftual  to  reerive  the  notes  <rf  all  the  branebee 
iildisoriminately :  these  and  most  of  tiie  other 
charges  turn  upon  fiuste  which  are  not  coutro- 
vertM  by  either  party.  The  qneatioos  tiiey 
present,  therefore,  are  questions  of  law  and  of 
general  policy,  which  this  House  is  bettw  qoal^ 
ned  to  decide  than  any  committee. 

I  am,  therefore,  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
appointment  of  this  inquisitorial  comndssion, 
until  some  facts  are  brought  forward,  sufficient, 
at  least,  to  raise  a  presnmption  against  the 
bank.  After  hearing  the  further  explanations 
which  the  genUeman  from  Geonia  may  desire 
to  make^  I  tmst,  thnefiw&  if  £e  addooes  no 
more  substantial  groonds  of  aocosation  than  we 


have  already  heard,  that  th9  House  will  give 
soch  a  direction  to  tnls  matter  as  will  arrest  the 
whole  proceeding. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  gentieman  regards 
the  Bank  of  tiie  United  States  as  a  great 
national  curse,  and  I  can,  therefore,  very  well 
conceive  that  his  mind  will  give  credence  to 
much  slighter  evidence  agunst  the  bank  than 
would  satis^  a  mind  differently  prepooscMcd, 
or  having  no  preposaesdons  of  any  kind.  I  am 
oonvihoed  of  the  perfect  sincerity  in  whieh 
these  charges  have  been  preferred  against  the 
bank,  and  that  the  genUeman  from  G^eotgia  has 
not  brought  them  forward  at  this  partionlar. 
time,  with  a  view  to  accomplish,  indirectly,  any 
object  which  he  does  not  avow.  Bu^  sir,  I 
cannot  be  blind  to  the  faot,  that  if  this  resolu- 
tion should  be  adopted  by  the  House,  and  a 
Select  Committee  should  be  sent  off  to  Philsr 
delphia  to  investigate  these  vague  and  indefinite 
charges,  tiiere  is  a  strong  probability  that  tiie 
imp<»tant  (question  of  renewing  the  charter  of 
the  bank  wiU  not  be  decided  during  the  present 
session.  When  tlie  bank  preaented  the  memo- 
rial asking  for  a  Nnewd  of  Ita  charter,  tiie 
proper  occasion  was  presented  for  instituting 
this  inqniry.  If  this  oouise  had  been  then  pro- 
posed, and  any  reasonable  grounds  had  been 
presented,  I  sbonld  have  cheerftdly  voted  for  a 
Select  Committee.  But  as  the  probable  effect 
of  instituting  this  proceeding  now,  will  be  to 
postpone  a  great  and  important  measure,  whioh 
the  public  requires  to  be  q)eedily  decided,  I 
cannot  give  my  assent  to  it,  until  a  snffioient 
show  of  evidenoe  shall  be  produoed  to  make 
ont  a  probable  cause  for  the  prosecution,  and  to 
countervail  tiie  presnmption  of  innocenoa,  which 
is  raised  by  the  generu  character  of  the  direo- 
tors  of  the  bank,  for  integrity,  fidelity,  and 
ability. 

In  conolosion,  sir,  I  will  repeat  the  dedarar 
tion  I  have  already  made,  that  if  the  honwable 
member  from  Geor^  will  state,  upon  his 
responsibility  as  a  meml}er  of  this  House,  that 
there  is  any  respectable  man  who  has  assured 
him  that  he  will  prove  againat  the  bank  the 
a]l^;ed  diargee  of  corrupt  dealing  with  brokers 
or  any  other  description  of  persons,  I  will  ^ve 
my  vote  for  creating  this  special  commission,  , 
be  the  cost  and  be  the  oonseoaenoes  what  tiiey 
may.  But,  in  the  &ilDre  of  the  genUeouu  to 
give  this  aasoranoe,  I  shall  feel  constrained  1^ 
every  consideration  to  give  my  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  ICoD,  having  concluded, 

Ut.  Fattoit,  of  Ya.,  obtuned  the  floor ;  but, 
as  it  now  wanted  but  five  minutes  of  four 
o'dook,  at  whioh  hoar  the  House  had  on  Friday 
a^!«ed  to  take  a  recess  until  seven  o^dot^  then 
to  take  np  the  Post  Office  bill,  he  moved  an 
adjournment.  The  motion  prevailed,  and  the 
House  a^onmed  to  seven  o'clock  P.  iL 

The  House  resumed  its  ses^on  at  seven 
o'clock,  and  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  establishing  certain  post  routes,  and 
diseontimdi^  othttai 
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FeidIt,  February  38. 
Batik  0/  the  United  Statet — Inauiry  into  it$ 
Conduct. 

The  House  resumed  the  (xmsideralaoii  of  the 
foUowui^  resolution,  offered  bj  lb.  Gla.tton, 

of  Georgia : 

Retolvad,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  examine  into  the  aflaira  of  the  Bank  of  the 
ITnited  States,  with  power  to  send  fbr  persona  and 
papers,  and  to  report  the  result  of  their  inquiries  to 
this  House. 

Mr.  Patton,  of  Yirginia,  rose,  and  said,  when 
he  obtained  the  floor  jesterd^,  he  wished  to 
present  to  tiie  oonsideratitm  of  the  Honse  a  few 
reasons  which  satisfied  bis  mind  that 
onght  to  adopt  the  resolution  offered  bj  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia. 

What  is  itt  It  asKs  Uiat  an  inquiry  may  be 
instituted  into  the  condition  of  a  large  moneyed 
corporation,  having  vast  influence  upon  the 
carrenoy  and  commerce  of  the  nation,  mvested 
with  vast  powers  which  it  has  been  clothed 
with  for  twenty  years,  and  those  powers  carry- 
ing with  them  ezdusive  and  valuable  privileges 
during  the  same  period  of  time.  We  are  called 
on  by  this  owporation  to  continue  these  powera, 
to  renew  these  privileges,  and  to  s^w  it  to  \ 
ei^oy  these  profits,  for  another  period  of  twenty 
years.  A  member  rises  in  his  place,  in  this 
House,  and  presents  a  long  list  of  cnai^es,  grave 
charges,  ana  BeriouBly  affecting  the  integrity 
and  ndelity  with  which  the  powers  heretofore 
conferred  have  been  exercised;  declares  tiiat 
he  verily  believes  these  diarges  or  many  of 
them  can  be  sustained  by  proof,  if  you  will 
fhmish  the  means  of  making  the  investigation. 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  an  application  so 
reasonable  as  this  should  be  resisted  by  the 
friends  of  the  institationf  supposing  the  charges 
to  be  snstBined,  the  fiwts  to  be  proved ;  it 
would  appear  that  the  insUtation  had  exceeded 
its  chartered  limits,  had  abused  its  powers,  had 
employed  its  funds  in  bribery,  had  committed  a 
fraud  upon  its  charter  fbr  the  puipoae  of 
doing  indirectly  that  which  the  authonty  to  do 
when  asked  from  Oongress  was  refused,  and 
that  it  had  been  guilty  of  usury.  And  yet,  in 
the  face  of  such  grave  charges  as  these,  we  are 
called  on  hastily  uid  blindly  to  re-create  this 
corporation.  Not  to  do  an  act  of  ordinary 
legislation  which  could  be  repealed-  next  year, 
if  it  was  found  tiiat  it  bad  been  unwisely  en- 
acted ;  but  to  make  a  law  whvAi  divests  os  of 
the  power  of  similar  legislation  for  twenty 
years.  Pass  the  bill  fbr  the  renewal  oi  the 
charter  without  inqniry^  and  it  cannot  be  re- 
called— "  wlat  imvocabiU  rw&um" — no  matter 
how  clearly  the  proo&of  usnrpation,  abuse,  and 
corruption  may  then  appear.  And  yet  yon 
cannot  allow  the  inquiry.    And  why  not! 

The  first  objection  seems  to  be  that  the 
chaises  are  not  snfilciently  minute ;  not  accom- 
panied with  detuled  specifications  of  time, 
plaoe,  and  manner.  This  ol^ection  seems  to  be 
U)  the  natore  <rf  a  ipeoial  demDnrar  to  the  in- 


[Fkbhtabt,  last 

dictment  against  the  bank,  as  tiie  genfiemm 
from  .Georgia  called  his  eharges;  an  appdlstiat 

which,  periiaps,  was  not  exactly  appropristii 
I  wouM  call  it  a  presentment,  and  the  CtHigrea 
of  the  United  States  the  grand  jury,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  investigate  the  charges,  to  hear  tbe 
proofs,  to  examine  the  witnesses.  But  we  sre 
told  by  the  gentieman  from  South  Gsrolint 
(Mr.  MoDuftib)  that  these  charges  are  scccfid- 
panied  by  no  proof.  'Why,  the  very  object  of 
the  resolution  is  to  procure  the  proof.  If  we 
bad  the  proof^  the  inquiry  would  be  idle  isd 
unnecessary ;  and  yet  we  are  told  we  dull  not 
hare  the  investigation,  because  we  do  not  pro- 
duce that  which  it  is  the  very  purpose  of  inT» 
tigatlon  to  procure,  and  which,  from  the  Toy 
nature  of  the  subject,  cannot  b«  procnred,  bu 
in  the  mode  indicated  by  the  reaolutioo,  ^, 
this  is  mockery. 

I  do  not  mean  to  enter  upon  a  detuled  ex- 
amination of  fdl  the  items  of  complaint  Bcfiiost 
the  bank,  but  to  examine  one  or  two  of  tbeia ; 
and  if  it  shall  appear,  in  relation  to  them,  Out 
the  bank  has  apparently  violated  its  charter, 
and  abused  its  power,  it  ought  to  be  sofficient. 
to  show  that  we  want  no  other  evidence  that  & 
further  and  fUller  investigalion  ought  to  ba 
made.  We  shall  want  no  wibiess,  no  voncber: 
if  one  instance  of  flagrant  abuse  can  be  msde 
out,  I  would  act  upon  the  piiiicij^e  *'o  sw 
ditee  omnei,"  so  far  as  to  vote  for  the  inqimT. 
For  this  purpose,  in  the  first  place,  I  ask  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  practice  of  tbe 
bank,  for  several  years  past,  in  issuing  cbecti 
or  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  branches  on 
the  mother  bank ;  bills  of  exchange,  ss  tbey 
are  denominated  by  those  who  Justify  the  no- 
tice here ;  bank  notes,  as  the  bank  itself  dwig- 
nates  them. 

What,  asked  Mr.  P.,  is  the  histtuy  of  this 
practice?  The  charter  forbids  the  bankfion 
issuing  any  bank  bills  or  notes,  which  are  not 
Eogned  by  the  pretident  of  the  bank,  and  coon- 
tersigned  by  the  cashier.  I  have  heaid  It  svd 
that,  when  the  question  of  creating  the  bani: 
was  under  consideration,  in  1817,  the  imposa- 
bility  of  these  two  officers  signing  as  many 
notes  of  the  smaller  denominations  as  might  be 
thought  convenient  or  useful  for  the  bank,  was 
anticipated.  Yet  the  authority  to  sign  aotes 
for  circulation  was  restricted,  as  before  stated. 
It  was  intended  that  the  bfmk  should  not  have 
it  in  its  power  to  supply  the  whole  circulation, 
and  to  drive  the  notes  of  the  State  Imnks  ont 
of  circnlatiwL  It  was  created  for  natiraal 
purposes,  and  to  subserve  great  and  general 
mterests :  designed  to  preserve  the  Slate  baiib 
in  a  condition  of  healthf^  vigor,  not  to  destroy 
them.  Whether  I  am  correotiy  informed  or 
not,  (and  I  do  not  vouch  for  it,)  as  to  this  hav- 
ing been  considered  when  the  charter  was 
granted,  it  is  certun  that  the  bank,  in  1830 1°^ 
1821,  felt  itself  trammelled  by  th6  restriction, 
and,  in  each  of  those  years,  the  bank  presented 
its  memorial  to  Congress,  complsining  of 
limitation  upon  its  power  to  issue  notes,  and 
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asked  to  be  allowed  to  appoint  an  agent  and  a 
re^fter,  with  auljtiority  and  for  the  purpose  of 
signiDg  and  countersigning  notes,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  president  and  cashier  were 
anthorixed.  The  memorial  in  the  Hoose  of 
Representatives  was  referred  to  a  Select  Oom- 
mtttoe,  composed  of  the  friends  the  bank,  (or 
at  least  a  nutjorl^^)  and  a  bill  passed  tke 
Senate,  giving  the  authority  which  was  asked, 
and  also  referred  to  the  same  committee.  Kei- 
ther  the  memorial  nor  the  bill  were  reported  npon 
by  the  committee.  Some  two  or  three  years 
afterwards,  if  I  am  correctly  informed  in  1826, 
the  bank,  finding  it  could  not  proonre  the 
anthority  which  it  asked  from  Congress  to  do 
it  directly,  set  abont  coutriving  some  ways  and 
means  to  do  the  same  thing  indirectly ;  and 
they  accomplished  it  by  adopting  these  things 
which  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  calls 
bills  of  exchange.  Kow,  it  is  trne  they  are, 
when  first  issued,  bills  m  exohange,  or  checks 
npon  the  mother  tMuk,  in  form,  but  not  in  sab- 
stance.  In  terms  they  are  so,  but  not  in  reality. 
They  have  the  ontward  ebow  and  appearance 
of  the  ordinary  bank  notes.  They  issue  from 
the  braneh  banks  in  the  same  way,  and  for  the 
same  purposes,  as  bank  notes ;  tiiey  are  not 
treated  by  those  who  receive  Uiem,  nor  dedgned 
by  those  who  issue  them  to  be  treated  as  bills 
of  exchange.  They  are  issued  and  reissued  pre- 
cisely as  bank  notes.  What  are  the  incidents 
<tf  a  bill  of  exchange!  One  is,  that  it  must  be 
presented  in  a  reasonable  time  for  payment,  If 
no  time  of  p^ment  be  expressed ;  and,  if  not 
pud,  reasonable  notice  most  be  given,  that  is, 
by  the  next  mail,  in  order  to  fix  uo  lialnli^  of 
the  drawer  and  endorser.  A  Tennessee  tmasse^ 
or  Kentucky  h<^  drover,  would  look  very 
queer;  ii^  on  preseiilaDg  one  of  these  bills  of 
exchange,  which  he  was  simple  enough  to  think 
looked  very  like  a  bank  not^  to  the  branch  at 
Nashville  or  Lexington,  he  were  to  be  told,  we 
cannot  pay  this ;  this  is  a  bill  of  exchange ;  we 
have  not  promised  to  pay  it ;  you  must  go  on 
to  Philadelphia,  present  it  at  the  mother  bank ; 
if  it  is  not  paid,  give  us  notice  by  the  next 
m^  and  then  we  will  see  about  it.  Again, 
bills  of  exehange  are  intended  for  remittance, 
not  for  drcnlation  as  onrrenoy.  These  notes 
or  bills  are  intended  far  and  naed  as  onrrenoy. 

Another  qualify  of  a  bill  of  exchange  is, 
that,  when  it  has  been  once  pidd  and  taken  in, 
it  has  perAHmed  Us  ftmction,  is  dead,  eannot 
be  revived.  These 

"  Things  one  knows  not  what  to  call, 
Their  generation's  so  equivocal 

are  issued  to-d^  in  payment  to  A  B,  received 
back  from  0  D  to-morrow,  and  reissued  to  £  F 
the  next  day.  It  is  not  necessary  to  introduce 
autiiority  to  show  that  a  fraud  upon  the  statute 
is  a  violation  of  it   This  principle,  as  it  hap- 

gens,  is  clearly  and  expressly  stated  by  ^e 
upreme  Court  in  the  case  of  the  United  States 
OT.  Owens,  which  I  shall  have  occasion  pres- 
ently to  rwfor  to  onanodierpoint  of  the  discna- 
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sion.  Have  we  not  reason  to  believe,  nay,  is  It 
not  proved,  that  the  charter  has  been  violated 
in  this  particular  ?  Has  not  a  fraad  upon  the 
statute  been  Committed  ?   The  charter  does  not 

S've  authority  to  issue  notes  eign||d  by  any- 
»dy  but  the  president  and  cashier  of  the 
motJier  bank.  Gonscions  of  this,  application  ia 
made  to  the  ooly  power  that  can  ocmfer  it— it 
is  refbsed :  and  strdghtway  tlM  builE  does  in- 
directly what  it  is  forbidden  to  do  directly.^d 
issues  bank  notes  in  the  disguise  <^  bills  of  ex- 
change. The  facts  Z  have  stated  as  to  tbo 
manner  in  which  these  bills  or  checks  are 
employed,  are  notorious.  Bat  I  have  in  my 
baud  express  proof^  in  a  letter  from  the  pren- 
dent  of  the  buik  to  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, written  in  answer  to  certaiu  resolutions 
which  lately  passed  the  Senate  on  this  sutyeot. 
In  answer  to  the  first  resolution,  calling  for  the 
amount  of  the  paper  currency  in  ciroulation,  in 
the  form  of  oraers  drawn  by  the  preridenta  ci 
tiie  branch  banks  on  the  oaslder  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  he  answers :  of  five  dcdlar 
drafts,  $1,991,000;  of  ten  dollar  draftiL  $3,488,- 
000 ;  and  of  twenty  dollar  drafts,  $<tlO,000. 
Total  in  cironlation  now,  $6,039,000.  I  onder- 
stand  the  statement  whioh  accompanied  this 
letter,  and  which  I  have  not  seen,  shows  that 
about  $8,000,000  in  these  notes  have  been 
issued,  of  which  $8,000,000  are  in  the  vaults  of 
the  bank  ready  to  be  reissued  as'  occasion  may 
require.  Another  fact  which  appears  from 
another  statement  whii^  accompanied  the  letter 
is,  that  silver  coin  and  bullion,  aoout  the  amount 
of  the  issue  of  these  ntrtee,  was  drawn  from  the 
branch  banks  which  isaned  them,  and  ronitted 
to  the  parent  bank,  nnoe  every  branoh  lumk 
begui  to  issue  the  notes,  and  about  in  the  pro- 
portion that  they  were  issued.  This  would  be 
very  natural  aud  pn^r,  if  these  notes  were 
what  they  profess  to  be. '  If  they  were  really 
and  honafide  bills  of  exdiange,  or  checks  on  the 
mother  bank,  it  would  be  all  fair  and  right  that 
the  specie  stkould  go  where  they  were  to  be 
paid.  But  how  ia  the  fact!  In  answer  to 
another  resolution,  the  president  of  the  bank 
says:  "The  branch  drafts  being  in  practice 
subfltitateB  for  branoh  notes,  are  oondaered  in 
sU  respects  the  same,  like  branoh  notes ;  those 
of  five  dollars  are  reortved  at'all  the  branches ; 
those  above  five  dollars  are  not  necessarily 
received."  Aud  in  answer  to  another  inquiry, 
viz:  whether  there  is  any  instruction  from 
the  directory  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
commanding  the  drawers  of  those  orders  to  cash 
them  at  the  oraoches  where  drawn,"  he  answers 
thus :  "  No  instruction  was  ^en,  none  such 
being  necessary.  The  authority  to  issue  branch 
drafts  instead  of  branoh  notes  was  understood 
to  place  l>oth  on  the  same  footing."  It  included, 
of  course,  the  obligation  to  pay  them  by  the 
branoh  isndng  them,  to  receive  them  at  aU  tiie 
branches  for  sums  of  five  dollars,  and  to  receive 
them  for  any  sum  on  aoconnt  m  the  Qovem- 
ment.  Ilhese  bring  the  ctrnditions  which  attaoh 
to  all  the  issues  of  the  bank.' 
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Thus  it  is  admitted  bj  the  president  of  the 
bank  that  these  biUa  of  exchange  are  on  the 
same  footing  with  braooh  notes— in  all  re- 
speoto  the  same.  In  other  words,  that  thej  ore 
not  paTablp .  at  the  mother  bank,  becanse, 
according  to  the  "new  lights"  which  have 
Uione  upon  the  bank  since  1819,  the  mother 
bank  is  not  bound  to  pay  the  branch  notes — 
not  payable  at  any  of  the  branches,  but  that  from 
whteh  they  issue  respectively— payable  do- 
where,  in  diort,  bat  at  the  place  where,  aeoord- 
to  the  faoe  of  the  note,  they  ore  not  payable, 
where  there  is  consequently  no  obligation 
to  pay  them.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Oarolhia  says  they  are  payable  everywhere — ^it 
toms  out  they  are  payaole  nowhere— thus  veri- 
llring  the  adage  that  "what  is  everybody's 
bnainesB,  is  nobody's  business." 

But  we  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  that  one  &ct  ought  io  settle  tbis  mat- 
ter. The  question  as  to  the  validity  of  these 
notes,  and  the  right  of  the  bank  to  iasae  them, 
has  been  decided — adjndic&ted  I  and  this  is  an- 
nounced as  if  we,  the  legislators  of  the  nation 
—the  r^tresentatives  of  the  peopte — were  to 
dose  our  moutha  whenever  a  ^nduual  dedriwi 
has  been  made  npon  any  qnestion — as  if  every 
judge  was  to  be  considered  a  "  Sir  Orade,  and 
when  he  opes  his  month,  no  dog  must  bark." 
By  whom  decided!  By  one  of  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  Stat^  (some  other  court 
in  Ohio  decided  the  other  way.)  With  every 
respect  for  the  ability  and  l^al  emdiUon  of  the 
judge  who  decided  the  case,  I  muflt  be  permitted 
to  protest  against  yielding  such  deferential 
homage  to  the  opinion  of  every  federal  Judge. 
It  is  enoi^  to  demand  that  we  should  acknowl- 
edge the  judicial  supremacy  of  the  whole  Su- 
preoM  Com,  to  whiob  I  am  ready  to  pay  every 
aeftoenoe  that  I  oonadentiously  can. 

How  was  it  deddedt  Upon  the  trial  of  a 
orindnal  for  for^ng  one  of  these  branch  bank 
orders.  '  I  do  not  know,  of  course,  how  the 
indictment  was  drawn,  bnt  take  it  for  granted, 
the  district  attorney  took  oare  to  draw  it  so  as 
to  avoid  any  question  not  necessarily  involved; 
and  if  so  ^awn,  the  judge  had  about  as  much 
to  do  with  the  qnestion  whether  the  order  was 
of  valid  obligation  upon  the  United  States 
Bank,  as  with  the  questicm  whether  the  moon 
is  made  of  grem  cheese.  The  oharter  ci  the 
hank  makea  the  fatfoiM  "ttf  any  obec^  ot 
wAse  drum  upon  the  bank  or  either  of  its 
brandiev^  orimuial  and  punishable  as  prescribed 
in  the  charter.  One  m  Ihese  branch  notes  is 
offlrtunly  an  order  or  check  drawn  on  the  Bank 
of  tiie  United  States,  and,  if  gennme,  would 
have  made  tite  individnal  who  drew  it,  and  him 
who  endorsed  it,  liable  to  the  holder,  even 
although  neither  the  parent  bank  nor  ^e 
branch  whose  officers  drew  and  endorsed  it 
were  liable,  just  in  the  same  manner  as  if  a 
forgery  were  committed  by  making  a  check  or 
order  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pur- 
porting to  be  drawn  by  me  in  favor  of  my 
mouL  who  dta  by  me^  wluoh,  if  genuine^  would 


create  no  obtigation  iqxni  tiia  Bank  of  tht 
United  States,  as  I  am  smry  $o  mj  I  hart  ns 

money  there. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  I  cannot  agree  wift 
the  gentieman  from  South.  Carolina  when  ba 
says  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  doci 
not  admit  these  to  be  bills  of  exchange,  it  mmt 
be  because  they  are  printed  and  punted.  On 
the  contrary,  I  cannot  conceive  bow  any  min, 
after  this,  can  vindicate  the  bank  ibr  erestisg 
this  furious  (drculatum,  unless  he  isnreiisredto 
admit  that  this  hutitation  can  make  uenk  notn 
in  any  way,  no  matter  how  dearly  fbrtmUoi  Iij 
its  charter,  if  it  will  mily  print  and  paint  than, 
and  diristen  thMu  as  bUls  of  exchange,  diedo, 
orders,  obligations,  or  any  thing  eue  it  my 
please. 

The  charge  of  vidation  of  its  diarta^ff 
abuse  of  its  power  in  this  particular,  is  Mj 
made  out  I  am  not  disposed  to  prcmoDDee  i 
oondemnatory  judgment  against  the  bank  tbere- 
fore,bQt  surdy  we  are  oalled  to  inquire  of  the  bank 
why  it  has  done  this  thing ;  what  excuse  it  hsL 
Was  it  impelled  to  it  by  any  nrgwt  neeessi^ 
in  reference  to  the  puUlo  interests  t  If  it  tan 
out  to  be  BO,  I  WDuId  lodk  upm  the  abwstioB 
with  an  indulgent  eye,  and  would  not  bdd  itta 
the  foil  measure  of  a  stem  and  inemaUi 
infliction  of  the  legd  pendty. 

Another  oha^  is  fhlly  nude  out,  of  a  Tida- 
tion  of  the  charter,  by  the  a^udioatim  estab- 
lishing the  fact  of  usury  upon  the  bank,  ad- 
judged not  by  a  circuit  ju^;e,  bnt  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  case 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  t$.  Ovenx 
&0.,  S  Peters.  Bnt  it  is  said  the  usury  is  not 
established,  because  the  case  was  dedded  uiMn 
a  demurrer.  That  is  the  very  reason  it  dim 
prove  it  ^le  demnrrAr,  wmdi  admits  tbe 
£Hta,  would  hardly  have  been  ffled  in  sndi  a 
case  as  thia,  if  the  bank  had  not  known  the 
fiwts  stated  in  the  plea  to  be  true,  and  conld  be 
proved.  It  is  to  be  {presumed  that  the  bank 
was  well  advised,  as  it  is  known  that  it  emplo;^^ 
the  best  counsel,  as  it  ought  to  do,  and  fives 
the  best  fees — of  which  I  do  not  cranplsui,  as 
I  am  glad  to  see  my  brother  chii»  get  eiicb 
good  pickihgis  —  when  the  bank  th^  as  ve 
may  suppose,  told  their  connsd  that  the  de- 
fuidaat  had  applied  to  them  for  a  disopnnt) 
whidi  they  renued  beoaase  they  were  not  tliNi 
discounting  upon  their  own  paper.  But  it  was 
afterwards  agreed  that  if  he  would  take  notsa 
of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  then  at  a  deprecia* 
tion  of  forty  six  per  cent,  in  the  market,  and 
give  them  bis  noto  for  the  amount  at  the  p«i 
vdue,  bearing  interest  from  the  date,  he  conld 
be  accoibmodated.  Sudi  counsel,  as  I  bsn 
supposed  to  liave  been  employed,  wodd  vety 
naturally  have  said,  your  only  chance  is  to  deaj 
the  legd  validity  of  the  ddience.  If  yon  p> 
before  the  Jury,  and  the  &cts  are  proved,  jin 
are  gone.  If  the  feusts  stated  in  the  plea  are  not 
true,  then  you  ooght  not  to  risk  your  debt  nao 
nice  and  deUcate  a  qnestion  of  law.*  Th* 
knew  the  facts  to  be  true,  and  stood  upon  tbi 
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law.  They  played  for  the  last  stake,  and  lost 
it  The  effect  and  force  of  Uils  case,  in  estab- 
lishing the  fact  that  the  bank  has  practised 
aaxuj,  it  is  attempted  to  remove,  bj  a  note  of 
the  reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court,  appended 
to  the  report  of  the  case,  in  which  some  facts 
are  stated  as  authentic,  which  go  to  show  that 
the  bank  had  not  incurred  the  moral  turpitude 
of  nsury.  That  statement  does  not  deny  the 
troth  of  the  material  allagaUon  of  the  idea,  tiiat 
Kentncky  bank  notes,  at  the  time  of  uoia  trans- 
action, (1^3^  were  at  a  deprecnation  of  fort^- 
bIz  per  cent  m  the  market.  I  must  be  permit- 
ted to  say  that  the  reporter,  who  is  employed 
and  pud  by  the  Gtovemmuit  to  report  the  ja- 
didat  proceedings  of  the  court,  has  gratuitously 
and  impe]rtinetttly  interpolated  in  nis  book  <h 
reports  this  statement,  which  had  nothing  to 
do  with  a  report  of  the  case  and  the  jndgment 
of  the  court,  which  he  says  is  authentic.  It  is 
not  said  by  whom  it  was  avouched — the  &cts 
did  not  appear  in  the  record — and  the  proba- 
bility is  that  it  was  made  by  those  interested  in 
the  baift :  and  this  statement  is  to  be  regarded 
as  oertaiiuy  true,  bo  aa  to  preclnde  aU  inquiry. 
There  is  no  dovbt  that  bauks  and  indlTHlaals 
may  be  involved  in  legal  penalties  of  the 
usury  law,  without  incurring  its  moral  torpl- 
tode.  The  courts  have  decided  transactions  to 
be  nsu^ons,  where  neither  of  the  parties  had 
the  most  remote  idea  of  violating  the  law. 

But  when  a  chu^  of  usury  is  established 
against  each  an  institulion  as  this,  on  which 
we  are  required  to  pass  a  jud^ent  of  death  or 
life,  when  it  is  shown  that  it. has  apparently 
abused  its  power,  and  it  has  l>een  adjudged  that 
it  has  violated  its  charter,  sorely  some  explana- 
tion ought  to  be  asked  for,  and  ^ven. 

Hr.  Pole,  of  Tennessee,  sud:  The  bank  asks 
ft  renewal  of  .ito  charter ;  and  oa|^t  its  friutdi 
to  oUect  to  the  inqoiiy  I  He  most  say  that  he 
had  been  not  a  littie  surprised  at  the  unexpect- 
ed resistance  which  had  been  offered  to  the 
resolution  under  consideration,  by  the  firiends 
and  admirers  of  this  institation — by  those  who, 
no  doubt,  sincerely  believed  its  oontiuned  ex- 
istence for  another  term  of  twen^  years  to  be 
essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  He 
repeated  his  surprise  that  its  friends  should  be 
found  slirinking  from  the  investigation  pro- 
posed.  He  would  not  say  that  such  resistance 
afforded  any  fiur  grounds  of  inference  that 
tliere  nd^t  be  something  "  rotten  in  the  State 
of  Denmark."  He  womd  not  say  this ;  for  he 
did  not  feel  himself  authorized  to  do  ao ;  but 
was  it  not  perceived  that  such  an  inference 
might,  and  probably  wooM,  be  drawn  by  the 
public  f  On  what  ground  was  the  inquiry  op- 
posed f  Was  it  that  it  was  improper?  Was 
It  that  it  was  onnsual  t  The  charter  of  the 
bank  itself  authorized  a  committee  of  either 
House  of  Oongress  to  examine  its  books,  and 
report  upon  Its  condition,  whenever  either 
House  may  choose  to  iostitute  an  examina- 
tion. A  committee  of  this  House,  apon  a 
former  ooearion,  did  make  such  an  exam- 


ination,  and  he  would  refer  to  their  report  be- 
fore he  sat  down.  Upon  the  .preseniatioa  of 
the  bank  memorial  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  a  Select  Committee  had  been  in- 
vested with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
pf^wrs,  if  they  'chose  to  do  so.  When  the 
same  memorial  was  presented  to  that  House^ 
what  had  been  the  course  punned  by  the 
friends  the  bank  I  A  motim  to  refer  it  to  a 
Select  Committee  was  oii|»oaed.  It  vaa  oom- 
mitted  to  thdr  fortnite  Oommittee  of  Ways 
and  Ifoaos.  He  meant  no  disreqwet  to  that 
oommittee,  wh^  he  said  that  the  qaestion  of 
reohartering  tiie  bank  was  known  to  nave  been 
pr^ndged  by  that  committee.  When  the  Pr^ 
identjof  the  United  States  brought  the  suljjeet 
of  the  bank  to  the  notice  of  Congress  in  Decem- 
ber, 1829,  a  Select  Committee  was  reftised  by 
the  friends  of  the  bonk,  and  that  portion  of  the 
Message  was  referred  to  the  Oommittee  ot 
Ways  and  Means.  Precisely  the  same  thine 
occurred  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  and 
at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  in  the  refer- 
ence wnich  was  made  of  that  part  of  the  Mes- 
sages of  the  Preudent  vpon  t&e  rotijeot  of  the 
bank.  The  flrioids  of  thu  inatitntioB  have  been 
oareftil  always  to  commit  it  to  the  same  com- 
mittee, a  oommittee  whose  t^nions  w^ 
known.  Upon  the  occasion  first  referred  to, 
that  committee  made  a  report  favorable  to  the 
bank,  which  was  sent  forth  to  the  public,  not  a 
report  of  facts,  not  a  report  foonded  upon  an 
examination  into  tiie  ^airs  of  the  bank.  At 
the  present  session,  we  were  modestly  asked  to 
extend  this  bank  monopoly  for  twenty  years, 
without  any  such  examina'doii  having  taken 
place.  The  committee  had  reported  a  bill  to 
that  effect,  but  had  given  us  no  facts  in  relation 
to  the  present  ctmdition  of  tin  bank.  Th^ 
had  not  even  deemed  it  neoessary  to  oak  to  be 
invented  with  power  to  examine  either  into  its 
present  condition,  or  into  tlie  manner  in  which 
its  affairs  have  been  conducted. 

From  the  moment  the  subject  of  rechartering 
was  first  affitated,  up  to  this  hour,  no  such  ex- 
amination had  even  been  made.  The  friends  of 
the  bank  had  carefully  avoided  all  inveetigap 
tion ;  we  irere  called  upon  to  act  upon  faith, 
and  take  it  for  granted  that  all  was  right  This 
was  not  the  first  tame  that  charges  hi^  been 
preferred ;  they  had  been  made  elsewhere  as 
well  as  here.  They  were  now  made  in  a  spe- 
cific fi>rm  by  a  member  of  this  Hopse.  The 
gentleman  mmi  Booth  Carolina,  in  the  outset 
of  his  remarks  yesterday,  had  lumself  avowed 
that,  if  any  tangible  and  substantial  oharges 
against  the  bank  were  preferred  upon  the  au- 
thority of  a  single  respectable  witness,  he 
woold  go  into  the  investigation,  whatever  the 
oonsequences  might  be,  and  thon^  such  a  step 
might  deeply  afieot  the  interests  of  the  bank. 
Kow  he  submitted  it  to  the  gentleman  and  to 
the  House,  if  the  case  required  to  be  made  out 
by  him,  to  jostify  inquiry,  had  not  been  made 
oot.  He  requites  something  tangible  and  sob- 
Btantial  t»  be  prefenedi  nd  to  be  vonohed 
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upon  anthoii^.  Nor,  a  member  of  this  House, 
nring  in  hia  place,  brings  forward  his  resolu- 
tion, and  accompanies  it  wiQi  certain  Bpecifio 
(diai^Hes  of  abnse  and  mismanagement  agunst 
the  baak,  some  of  them,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
member,  amoanting  to  a  forfeitnre  of  the 
charter.  And  that  member,  upon  bis  rei^nd' 
bility  upon  this  floor,  states  that  he  is  author- 
ized and  instructed  to  say  that  the  allegations 
thus  preferred  can  and  will  be  sustained.  Nay, 
more,  that  member  had  told  the  House  that  he 
himself  believed  them  to  be  true,  and  to  be  sus- 
ceptible of  proof.  Was  not  this  sofflcient  au- 
thority to  pnli  the  House  on  inquiry  ?  Was  not 
the  respectability  and  responfdbility  of  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House  voucher  sufBoient  to  justify 
investigation !  Bo  far  from  opposing  the  reso- 
lution, ne  (Mr.  P.)  thought  the  banK,  and  the 
frieuM  of  the  bank,  if  these  charges  were  un- 
founded, should  hajl  ite  introduction  with  a 
joyous  welcome,  as  affording  an  opportunity  for 
self-vindication ;  that  it  should  vaow  open  its 
doors  and  its  books,  and  invite  the  Beverest 
Bcrtitiny. 

If  even  a  well-founded  suspicion  existed  of 
abuse  or  corruption  on  the  part  of  the  bank, 
much  lees  direct  charges,  Oongress  omlAinly 
ought  not  (even  if  it  were  in  all  other  respects 
proper  to  do  so)  to  confer  a  renewal  of  exclusive 
powers  on  the  corporation' fbr  twenty  years 
more,  without  a  previous  inquiry  into  the  truth 
or  untruth  of  those  suspicions.  Prerionsly  to 
perpetuating  its  great  privileges  and  immense 
powers,  Congreaa  should  investigate  ite  con- 
cerns, should  see  how  it  had  been  managed, 
how  its  duties  had  been  performed,  and  with 
what  effects  upon  the  interests  of  the  country. 
They  should  do  this,  even  though  tiiere  were 
not  even  suspicions,  much  leas  direct  charges, 
prefarred. 


Thubsdat,  March  I. 

Sank  of  the  United  Statet— Inquiry  into  it* 

Conduct. 

Ifr.  Wathodoh,  of  Pennsylvania,  next  ad- 
dressed the  House.  The  hour,  he  said,  was  late, 
and  he  felt  that  it  would  be  a  tax  upon  the 
patience  of  the  House  to  continue  this  debate 
for  a  moment  longer  than  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  a  dear  development  of  the  views  of 
tiiose  witb  whom  it  had  originated,  and  a  vindi- 
oatioD  of  the  course  which  a  sense  of  public  dnt; 
prescribed  to  him  at  Its  outset.  I  am,  and  he^ 
the  onljr  member  on  this  floor  against  whom  the 
charge^  so  oftui  repeated  \xj  honorable  gentie- 
men,  (n  an  intention  to  stifle  debate  upon  this 
momentous  question,  c&o  at  alt  apply.  And, 
although,  sir,  my  purpose  in  rising  at  present  is 
mainly  with  the  view  to  offer  to  the  House  the 
amendment  I  hold  in  my  hand,  yet  I  trust  I 
shall  be  excused  for  occnpying  your  attention 
for  a  few  moments,  while  I  meet  that  charae, 
and  assume,  entir^  and  individually,  all  its 
naponnUliliy.  When,  dr,  I  roae  In  n^  leat, 


and  called  fbr  the  queslion  of  oonndNationnpoo 
the  resolution  submitted  by  the  huioraUe  gen- 
tleman  from  Georgia,  I  was  dedrons  that  what 
I  oonndered  an  evasiw  of  the  action  ttf  tfaia 
House  upon  a  most  important  and  momentooe 
question,  should  be  met  with  prompitihda  at  tbe 
very  threshold,  and.  quashed  at  once. 

I  conridered  tiie  r^lution,  sir,  in  no  other 
light  than  as  an  attempt  at  indefinite  poetpone- 
ment.  The  rules  of  the  House  forbade  me  to 
go  into  an  exposition  of  the  reasons  which  gov- 
erned me ;  nor  have  I,  until  the  present  mo- 
ment, been  able  to  obtain  Mm  floor  to  offte 
those  reasons  to  the  House.  I  have  had  no 
cause,  sir,  to  change  the  opinion  formed  in  the 
outset  of  this  matter.  On  the  contrary,  dr,  I 
have  reason  to  congratulate  myself  at  ^e  view 
first  taken,  and  thank  the  honorable  fraukneaa 
of  the  distinguiabed  and  talented  gentleman 
from  South  Oarolina,  who  last  addreaeed  the 
House,  for  having  confirmed  me  in  the  oorrect- 
ness  of  my  course.  That  honorable  gentleman 
has  met  this  qnestion,  and  argued  it  ^tirdj 
on  the  ground  of  postponement  In  that  fi^^t 
only  can  it  be  viewed,  how  mnch  soever  to  tbe 
contrary  honorable  ^tlemen  may  protest.  Id 
that  lif^t  only  did  I  view  it^  when,  the  &n- 
pulse  of  my  ovn  nnalded,  uninstriicted  judg- 
ment, I  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  and  darM 
the  re^nsibility  with  whidi  the  mends  of  ttie 
resolution  immediately  attempted  to  load  the 
bank.  On  that  pcnnt  of  order,  sir,  I  was  over- 
ruled: and,  much  as  I  regrett^  the  dedsion  of 
the  Chur  against  me  at  the  time,  I  have  since 
had  abundant  cause  to  rejoice  in  the  opportu- 
nity which  w^  thus  offered  to  the  most  bril- 
liant and  triumphant  display  oi  the  highest 
order  of  talents  on  the  part  of  the  distingoi^^ 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  • 
No  sooner,  sir,  had  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Georgia  unfolded  his  budget ;  no  soooei 
had  he  developed  his  long  list  of  crude,  indefi- 
nite chai^fes,  not  vouched  fbr  by  hfn>mf,  ud 
only  supported  by  a  vague  sunticfon  in  bis  own 
mind  that  all  comd  not  be  as  it  should  be,  than 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  SouUt  Carolina 
rose  in  his  seat,  met  these  diarges  triimiphaatly, 
and  most  triumphantly  refuted  them  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  every  calm  and  onprejudiced  mind.* 
T(/  that  refutation,  ample  and  complete  as  it 
was,  I  can  add  nothing — ^nottuog  is  desired.  It 
left  no  ground  untouched.  It  levelled  com- 
pletely ute  airy  fabric  raised,  no  doubt,  with 
so  much  labor ;  and  there  the  matter  ou^t  of 
Tk|ht  to  rest.  But,  sir,  it  seems  tbe  oppooente 
of  Uie  bank  seek  not  conviction ;  they  clamor 
Ibr  somtiny.  The  debate  has  been  oontiBued 
— the  ohaives  dilated  upon ;  and,  sir,  notwiUi- 
standing  their  stale,  flat,  and  I  do  contend,  so 
far  as  their  consumption  of  the  time  of  this 
House,  and  their  encroachment  upon  the  im- 
portant interests  of  the  country  at  large  go, 
their  truly  unprofitable  character,  yet  are  we 
to  be  forced,  prematurely,  into  tiie  general 
merits  of  a  qnestion  not  properly  before  the 
Houa^  and  upon  vhich  it  beeonua  »  to 
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enter  with  all  dae  eobriety  of  ai^nment  aad 
fMling. 

Ur.  FoBTKE,  of  Qeorgia,  eaid  that  from  the 
oommencemeDt  of  this  discasuon  the  strone 
gronnd  of  oppoirition  to  the  resolatioii  offered 
by  his  fnena  and  colleagoe  (Mr.  Oiatton)  waa, 
that  the  investigation  proposed  woald  hare  the 
eflbot  to  postpone  the  deoidon  of  the  qnestiott 
whether  the  United  States  Bank  ahonld  be 
reohartered  to  the  next  wmon  of  Oongress. 
And  it  had  been  asked,  over  and  over  again, 
why  this  investif^tion  had  not  been  sooner  pro- 
posed. Now,  Baid  Mr.  F.,  I  hare  never  heard 
Boeh  an  objection  from  anoh  a  qaarter,  with 
less  grace;  and  for  the  correetneaa  of  tiie  state- 
ment I  am  about  to  make,  I  appeal  to  the  can- 
dor and  to  the  recollection  of  every  gentleman 
present.  We  have  jost  been  reminded  by  the 
honorable  gentieman  from  Oonneotiont  (Mr. 
Ellswobth)  that  this  subject  was  presented  to 
the  consideration  of  Oongress,  by  the  President, 
two  years  ago;  and  we  all  remember  bow 
much  he  was  reproached  for  it.  when  the  char- 
ter had  yet  alx  years  to  nm.  BottheFMldent 
thonght  there  would  not  be  too  mnoh  delay  in 
this  matter.  Foreseeing  that  an  applioaHon 
would  t>e  made  for  a  renewal  of  the  charter,  he 
conceived  it  dne  to  the  bank,  as  well  as  to  the 
nation,  that  the  policy  and  propriety  of  the 
measure  should  be  fblly  investigated,  and  calm- 
ly and  deliberately  determined.  That  part  of 
the  President's  Message  relating  to  this  subject 
was  referred,  without  opposition,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means ;  and  a  report  made 
by  that  conmiittee,  distinguished  for  as  maoh 
ability  as  any  report  ever  laid  ppon  the  tables 
of  tbu  House,  sostaining  both  tne  ooostitution- 
ality  and  expediency  of  the  bank.  No  ftuUier 
prooeedings  were  had  on  ti»  sul^ect  during 
that  aesaion.  At  the  succeeding  session  t^e 
President  again  presoited  it  to  our  oonndera- 
tion,  and  a  motion  was  then  made  by  my  col- 
league (Mr.  Watsk)  to  refer  it  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, for  the  avowed  purpose  of  invesUgating 
the  affairs  of  the  bank.  Was  this  motion  sus- 
tained! No,  sir,  it  was  auooessful^  resisted 
by  the  friends  of  the  bank ;  a  "Select  Committee 
was  refused.  Does  this  look  like  a  disposition 
on  the  part  of.  the  op^aents  of  the  bank  to 
delay  an  investigation  uto  its  oonoems?  But, 
air,  twelve  mtrnths  more  ndled  round ;  a  new 
Congress  is  convened;  and  the  Preddent  re- 
news his  sonieBtions  as  to  the  bank.  My  ool- 
leagne  (Mr.  Watvi)  again  propmed  a  reference 
to  a  Select  Committee^  repeating  his  intention 
of  prooorin^  an  investigation  into  the  affairs  of 
this  institution.  But  the  advocates  of  tiie  bank 
adhered  to  their  former  course;  it  was  well 
□nderstood  that  a  nu^ority  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  friendly  to  a  renewal 
of  the  charter,  and  no  hazard  was  to  be  nm  by 
suffering  a  committee  who  might  entertain  dif- 
ferent opinions  to  inquire  into  the  management 
and  f^>Mations  of  this  great  corporation. 

The  snl^ect  beins  thus  disposed  o^  no  otho- 
moTonMit  was  mad^  and  no  other  proceeding 
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took  place,  until  some  time  in  January,  when 
the  manorial  of  the  directors  of  the  bank  pray- 
ing for  a  renewal  of  their  charter  was  presented 
to  the  Hoase.  The  opponents  of  the  bank,  still 
anxious  for  the  investigation  which  had  been 
BO  repeatedly  refosed,  conceived  that  the  rea- 
sons for  it  were  now  greaUy  increased ;  nor  in- 
deed was  it  imagined  on  what  ground  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  bank  would  longer  reeost  A 
motion  was  aoocKdin^^  made  to  refer  the  me- 
morial to  a  Select  Oranmittee.  In  what  ^rit, 
Mr.  Speaker,  was  this  propoedtion  met)  Who 
has  forgotten  the  agitation  it  produced  !  Sir, 
&e  House  was  kindled  into  a  flame.  The 
Mends  of  the  bank  were  rising  in  all  quarters, 
and  protesting  with-nplifted  hands  against  this 
motion.  The  interests  of  the  bank  were  not  to 
be  hazarded  by  being  committed  to  those  who 
might  be  nniEavorable  to  it.  An  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pransylvania  (Mr.  Ooitltbb) 
frankly  told  the  House  that  he  had  no  idea  of 
sending  this  applioatiim  to  a  committee  of  its 
enemies  "to  be  strangled."  "Let  it  go  to  its 
friends,"  sidd  the  gentleman :  "let  it  be  refers 
red  to  the  Committee  d  Vaja  and  Means." 
Wen,  sir,  the  friends  ot  the  bank  a«da  pre- 
vailed ;  tlie  reference  they  had  ni^ea  was  or- 
dered by  the  Hoose ;  the  investigation  so  anx- 
iously sought  was  thus  again  virtually  refosed ; 
and  in  due  time,  as  everybody  expected,  a  bill 
providing  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter  was  re- 
ported. And  now,  when  this  question,  in  whlc^ 
the  ^reat  interests  of  this  oonntry  are  so  deeply, 
so  vitally  involved,  is  about  to  be  considered 
and  determined,  another  gentlomau,  who  has 
but  recently  beoome  a  member  of  this  body, 
and  who  has  obbuned  snob  information  as  to 
the  manageuMintk  oc  (rather)  mismanagemmt  of 
the  bank,  as  to  wit  it  his  duty  to  ask  for  a  fbr- 
mal  examination  into  its  affairs,  comes  forward, 
and  moves  for  a  ocxnmittee  for  that  purpose, 
and,  to  obriito  every  pretext  for  diunning  this 
examuuvtitm,  he  exhibits  specific  chai^  as  to 
the  abuses  practised ;  and  what  do  we  behold, 
rar!  The  gentieman  is  met  at  the  threshold, 
and  told  that  he  la  too  late ;  that  the  investiga- 
tion ought  to  have  been  had  sooner ;  to  insti- 
tute it  now  would  produce  saob  dday  that  the 
bill  which  has  been  reported  could  not  be  acted 
on  during  the  present  aemoa. 

Befllly,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  somewhat  amnmng 
to  refer  to  the  vaxions  objections  which  are 
made  to  evray  proceeding  raectingiin  any  way 
the  intttests  and  promeots  of  ttus  institution. 
When  tlie.  Prendent  invited  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  this  sol^ect  two  years  ago,  it  was 
said  he  was  premature :  the  bank,  its  friends, 
and  dependents  not  only  compluned,  but  l^e 
Chief  Magistrate  was  denounced  in  most  un- 
measured terms.  The  suggestions  in  his  second 
Message  were  received  aad  treated  in  the  same 
manner — it  was  still  quite  too  soon  to  acitate 
the  subject.  Now,  the  adversaries  to  the  bank, 
after  having  so  repeatedly  tried  in  vain  to  have 
an  investigation  into  its  afiSsin^  are  gravely  told 
th«y  have  wdted  too  long.  The  Prei^dent  was 
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too  early,  and  we  an  too  latel  Too  late,  drf 
Are  gentlemen  serious  I  Can  th^  flatter  uiem- 
aeWes  with  the  hope  of  avc^ing  this  inrmtiga- 
tion  on  suoh  gronnds  i 

Bat,  I  have  not  yet  done  with  the  delay 
which  it  is  alleged  this  inTestigation  may  occa- 
sion. Admit  that  there  may  be  some  delay. 
Ib  the  inconvenience  to  which  this  moneyed 
aristocracy  may  be  sabjected  by  the  procrasti- 
natum  of  a  faw  weeks,  or  even  months,  to  be 
pat  in  competitioa  with  the  vast  interests  of 
the  whole  pec^lef.  Suppose  that  the  charter 
of  fliis  bank  was  about  to  es^Ire,  and  the  bill 
for  its  renewal  was  now  before  ns  for  final  de- 
cision, and  the  grave  and  seHons  ohargea  now 
exhibited  were  broaght  before  as  at  uie  vety 
last  honr :  wonld  it  not  be  the  bonnden  daty 
of  this  HoQse  to  panse  and-inqmre  into  them, 
rather  tlian  rash  on,  and,  by  one  single  act  of 
rash  legislation,  commit  the  dearest  and  best 
interests  of  this  conntry  for  twenty  years  to 
oome  t  Bat  here,  nr,  ttaa  extreme  case  does 
not  exist :  this  charter  has  yet  foar  years  to 
oontinne,juid,  I  fter,  the  country  four  years  to 
suffer,  whence,  then,  the  pressing  neoessity 
for  this  hasty  disposition  of  the  aa^eot?  In- 
deed, Mr.  Speaker,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  at 
what  time  tiie  directors  of  the  bank  themselves 
discovered  the  very  great  importance  of  having 
thia  matter  determined  on  at  this  session  of 
Congress.  The  stocUiolders  did  not  seem  to  be 
aware  of  it  at  their  meeting  in  September  last, 
when  they  gave  the  directors  discretionary 
power  to  apply  at  tiiis  session  or  not,  as  they 
might  deem  advisable.  Had  the  neeessity  of  a 
speedy  ^plication  been  so  very  obvious,  the 
order  for  it  would  have  been  peremptory.  And, 
sir,  if  tiM  directors,  in  tbe  exercise  of  this  dis- 
cration, ooneraTed  it  their  duty  to  make  the 
application  at  thia  abanonjwby  was  it  not  done 
at  Hia  eommenoement  I  wlMice  the  neoesalty 
of  first  throwing  oat  foelere  to  asoertain  the  in- 
terests of  Oongress  ?  Why  was  an  envoy  ex- 
traordinary sent  on  by  the  l>ank  to  this  city  in 
December  last,  to  consult  and  advise  as  to  the 
prv^riety  of.  making  this  application  ?  And 
why  did  the  directors  wait  for  his  despatches 
or  reports,  before  they  could  decide  whether  to 
exercise  the  powers  with  which  they  were 
clothed !  Was  it  the  intelligence  they  received 
from  Washington  that  convinced  them  of  the 
msent  neoesnty  of  making  inunediate  iq)plica- 
tionV 

£tir,  I  ocKifoas  thwe  is  something  stranffe  in 
all  thia ;  and  most  aasnredly,  after  Qi»  umk 
has  suffered  six  weeks  of  the  session  to  elapse 
before  presenting  its  memorial,  it  comes  with 
very  bad  grace  from  its  fHenda  to  charge  its 
adversaries  with  having  delated,  fur  one  short 
month  after  the  memorial  was  presented,  be- 
fwe  they  demanded  an  invesdgatkm  into  its 
ooncems. 

As  additional  evidence  of  tJie  determined  re- 
sistance which  has  been  made  to  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  afiOurs  of  the  bank,  I  beg 
leave  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  recall  the  reotdleo- 
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tion  of  gentlemai  to  ihe  prooeedlnss  wlm^ 
have  taken  place  on  the  resolution  of  my  ool- 
league,  (Mr.  Clatton.)  When  this  reeoluti(»i 
was  submitted  to  the  House,  its  poBtponemnt 
for  a  few  days  was  requested,  and  readily  «&• 
sented'  to.  It  sabsequently  cune  up  in  its 
order  in  the  bosiness  of  tbe  House ;  and  when 
the  mover  was  about  to  explain  the  reasons 
why  he  had  introduced  it,  he  was  Emddenly  in- 
te^pted,  and.  the  question  of  ccmsideratiai 
made  by  tbe  honoraUe  gentleman  from  Penn* 
sylvania,  ^tr.  WATHOtran,)  a  qnesdon  wlud, 
had  it  been  entertained  by  the  Obair,  placed  it 
in  the  power  of  a  ma  jority  of  the  Honae  to  pre- 
vent all  debate — the  very  object  which  tbe  ran- 
tleman  will  no  doubt  candidly  own  he  baa  in 
view.  Tes,  sir,  had  not  this  question  been  de- 
clared oat  of  order,  all  discussion  upon  this 
resolution  would  have  been  prevented ;  every 
tongae  woold  have  been  hushed  into  ^ence ; 
and  not  only  wonld  the  proposed  investigflti<Hi 
have  been  refiised,  but  even  the  privilc^  of 

fiving  a  ungle  reason  for  it  would  have  been 
enied. 

Hr.  MoDuTFra  said  his  views  remained  qd- 
obanged  by  tbe  debate.  The  charges  had  van- 
ishea  into  tliin  air.  He  very  humorously  com- 
bated that  pArtioolai^  whidi  referred  to  the 
case  of  allemd  usury  m  Kwtucky,  IQastrsting 
the  efi^t  of  a  demurrer  to  a  plea  from  a  case 
in  TMinessee  of  h^g  and  turkey  stealing.  He 
concluded  by  asking  of  Hr.  Watmouos  as  a 

f ersonal  favor  to  withdraw  his  amendment, 
t  wonld  place  Mr.  MoD.  in  a  delicate  ntua^ 
tion,  and  was,  besides,  contrary  to  pariiameD- 
tary  n^^. 

Mr.  Wathouoh  stated  that,  in  offering  the 
amendment  which  he  had  had  tlie  honor  te 
submit,  he  had  had  do  olfJectB  but  those  he  hai 
already  fully  ex^dained  to  iba  Hdose.  He 
trusted  he  shonld  not  be  misunderstood.  The 
firm  conviction  of  his  own  Judgment  would  sdO 
induce  him  to  adhere  to  the  coarse  which  a 
sense  of  duty  had  prescribed  to  him.  Indeed, 
the  views  taken  by  the  distineuiehed  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means,  so  far  as 
the  bank  was  concerned,  fWly  sostidned  him  m 
that  course.  He  could  not  faiH,  however,  to 
feel  a  becoming  diffidence  in  hisown  ju^ment 
when  he  found  it  conflicting  with  the  aound 
cUsoriminating  mind  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina.  Besides,  tha^  gen- 
tlonan  had  appealed  to  him  on  personal 
grounds.  He  fully  a]^a«(»ated  tlie  fbelingi 
and  motivea  ot  that  honorable  gentleman,  ani . 
however  much  the  act  might  oonflict  irith  bis 
own  convictiona,  or  might  oltimately  affect  Uie 
important  questiou,  he  felt  himself  bound  to 
accede  to  the  personal  fbelisg  of  tbe  boDOi^ 
able  member,  and  therefore  withdrew  bia 
amendment. 

Mr.  Clattoh  obtained  the  floor,  and,  ai  it 
was  past  four  o'clock,  moved  an  adionni 
ment. 

Tha  Honae  then  a^onmed. 
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Sanh  <tf  iK»  United  Statet — Inquiry  into  itt 
Conduct. 

The  bank  reeolntion  being  again  taken  up, 

Hr.  Bbakdsiet  said :  Although  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  review  all  the  charges  which 
have  been  exhibited  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia^  (Hr.  Olatton,)  yet  I 
will  Bolioit  the  attention  of  tiie  House  to  a  part 
of  them.  Take,  sir,  the  first  It  ja  the  iasoe 
<rf  seven  milliona  and  more  of  branoh  bank 
orders  as  a  eorrenoy.  The  president  of  tlie 
bank  admitB  wevva.  milHonB  issued." 

Soch,  sir,  is  the  charge.  It  la  the  issae  of 
Hum  orders  as  a  ovrreaoj  which  is  alleged  to 
be  nnantiiorized  by  l^e  charter  of  the  Dank, 
and  not  Uiat  the  bank  la  prohibited  from  deal- 
ing in  exohanses,  or  from  acoepting  bills  of  ex- 
change. No  doubt  the  bank  may  properly  do 
both,  but  the  issue  of  these  orders  to  circulate 
as  money  is  a  very  different  operation.  On 
their  face,  these  orders  are  a  mere  request  to 
the  cashier  <tf  the  United  States  Bank  to  pay 
the  BBm  therein  expressed.  But  bdng  printed 
on  bank  note  paper,  wltli  the  name  of  the 
United  States  Bank  in  laim  oapttala,  and  hav- 
ing the  general  form  and  siDulitade  of  bank 
notes,  tJiey  have  passed  into  general  circulation 
as  snob.  I  shall  not  controvert  the  potion, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  bank  may  becom^  a  party 
to  these  oraera,  by  aocepting,  that  is,  agreeing 
to  pay  tiiem,  and  thereby  be  legally  bound  for 
their  payment. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Oaro- 
Una  (Mr.  MoDums)  says,  the  bank,  "having 
authorized  the  branches  ^ns  to  draw  upon  it, 
is  responsible  for  the  drafts."  That  authority, 
as  he  Bftya,  was  given  in  advance,  and  an  au- 
tiiori^  to  draw  is  an  acceptance.  I  ahall  not 
oontrOTOTt  til*  legal  proposition,  nw  will  I  deny 
the  eziitenoe  of  the  anthwl^  as  alleged,  l 
may,  howerer,  remark  that  the  drafts  them- 
■elves  furnish  no  evidence  whatever  of  any  such 
anthority,  or  of  any  aoceptance  or  agreement 
by  the  bulk  to  accept  and  pay  them.  liooking 
at  tiiese  orders,  then,  I  aver  that  their  use,  as 
a  currency,  is  not  authorized  by  any  provision 
in  the  bank  charter :  they  do  not  of  themselves 
bind  the  bank.  If  the  bank  is  in  any  way  lia- 
ble for  their  payment,  it  ia  in  virtue  of  some 
aeparate  and  independent  agreement  or  author- 
ity to  draw.  I  bring  the  matter  to  this  ahwt 
issue.  Let  ua  have  proof  of  this  aeparate  agree- 
ment or  anthority,  m  virtue  of  whioh  alone  Uie 
bank  can  be  deemed  a  party  to  these  drafts,  or 
reipon^ble  for  them. 

"tha  bank,  for  aught  I  know  to  the  oontraiy, 
may  be  entirely  faithful  in  the  observance  of 
all  its  honorary  engagements.  These  orders, 
therefore,  may  be  promptly  pud  when  preaent- 
od.  No  pubUc  or  individual  i^nry  may  result 
from  their  issue.  But  it  certainly  could  never 
have  been  designed  by  those  who  chartered 
this  institati(Ha,  that  it  should  be  at  liberty  to 
invent,  and  ase  as  the  eanvaej  tii  the  ooontry, 
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checks  drawn  npon  the  bank,  or  any  other  con- 
tracts, whioh  did  not  of  themselves  bind  the 
bank  for  their  payment.  If  a  principal  object 
in  the  incorporation  of  the  bank  was  to  secure 
to  the  coQotry  a  sound  currency,  these  checks 
have  fuled  to  effect  that  object.  Of  themselves 
tliey  are  not  a  sound  currency,  and  it  ia  due  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  receive 
them  as  money,  that  we  should  ascertain  by 

Eroof  whether  the  bank  has  in  any  manner 
ound  itself  for  tfa^  payment. 
The  dedsion  of  the  dnmit  court  in  Penneiyl- 
vania,  relative  to  the  character  and  effect  d 
these  checks,  seems  to  have  been  greatly  mis- 
apprehended. That  deciuon  places  the  liability 
of  the  bank  on  the  sole  ground  that  the  book 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  adopting  and  confirm- 
ing such  drafts,  and  was  bound  for  their  pay- 
ment *'  on  the  same  principle  that  individuals 
are  liable  on  the  contracts  of  their  wives  and 
servants,  who  have  been  permitted  to  deal  on 
their  credit  and  in  their  names.*'  On  such  a 
state  of  fiicts  tlie  bank  would  no  doubt  be  lia- 
ble, and  yet  the  nse  of  the  orders  as  currency 
would  be  equally  objectionable.  The  paper 
cnrrenoy  iasned  by  a  bank,  ou^gbt,  of  itseU,  to 
bind  the  bank,  without  rendering  it  at  all  na- 
oessary  to  prove  flie  habit  ornsageof  the  bank  to 
receive  and  pay  such  ourrency  when  presented. 

Another  change,  which  has  been  made  against 
the  bank,  is  "  usury  on  broken  bank  n<^  in 
Kentucky  and  Ohio ;  they  amounted  to  $900,* 

000  in  Ohio,  and  nearly  as  much  in  Kentucl^." 

1  have  no  information,  sir,  which  will  warrant 
the  expression  of  any  opinion  by  me  of  the 
truth  of  this  ohaige.  The  honorable  gentle* 
man  from  Geotma,  (Mr.  Clayton,)  in  speaking 
of  this  and  of  all  the  other  oh&rgee  brought  for- ' 
ward  by  him,  says  he  is  otmfident  they  can  be 
mainta^wd ;  "  be  had  not  macto  them  without 
the  bert  reaacm."  This  asBertiA  d  the  honoN 
able  gmtlonan  be  Qtx,  B.)  supposed  was  of 
itself  amde  oauae  for  the  institution  of  aa  in- 
qniry.  But  tbe  charge  as  brought  before  the 
House  waa  not  entirely  unsupported  by  the 
evidence  which  had  be^  adduced  to  sustain  it. 
A  law  case  had  been  read  from  the  reports  <^ 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  baok,  in  that  instance,  had  loaned  at 
their  nominal  amount  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky and  its  branches,  and  which  notes  in  fitot 
were  worthy  at  the  tune,  only  iifty-fonr  per 
cent  of  their  nominal  amonnt  In  that  case, 
these  facts  had  been  set  up  as  a  defence  agunst 
the  demand  of  the  bank,  and  by  the  ba&  ad- 
mitted to  be  tame.  The  ooort  a^ndged  it  a 
dear  oaae  oi  usury,  and  upon  such  a  state  at 
fiwta,  he  believed  no  person  could  well  question 
the  soundness  of  that  decimon,  both  in  a  legal 
and  mwal  point  of  view.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina.  (Mr.  MoDuffik,) 
however,  says  that "  the  whole  of  these  alleged 
facts,  going  to  make  out  a  case  of  usury,  are 
deniea,  and  can  be  disproved."  This  may  be 
aot  nr,  and,  if  so^  I  ttiink  the  bank  should  desire 
an  oj^wtoDity  to  diflpKm  tliem,lbr  of  them- 
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selves  the7  certtunly  present  a  case  of  muniti- 
gated  Qsnry  and  oppression.  We  shoold^  how- 
ever, insist  on  some  better  evidence  to  disprove 
what  the  bank  had  admitted  on  the  record^ 
than  the  note  of  the  reporter  annexed  to  the 
case.  That  note  purports  to  give  an  anthen- 
tio  and  explanatory  statement  *'  of  the  facts  of 
tbe  case  as  famished  to  him,  in  order  to  dis- 
prove the  allegation  of  usory.  He  (Ur.  B.) 
■would  not  imy  the  troth  of  that  statement ; 
he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  case,  except  from 
the  printed  report.  It  vgpwni,  however,  to 
him  not  a  little  remarkable  that  the  bank 
Bhoold  have  admitted  the  &cts  to  be  as  alleged 
by  the  defendant  in  the  ease  unless  they  were 
snsoeptible  of  oertun  proof.  For  the  purpose 
of  aastaiuing  this  inqniry,  however,  he  Qlr.  B.) 
thooght  the  House  should  certfunly  take  the 
admission  made  by  the  bank  as  true,  leaving  it 
to  disprove  that  admission  if  it  conld  do  so. 

But  an  apology  has  been  offered  far  this  act 
of  the  bank.  It  received  them  in  the  course  of 
its  bn^esB,  as  is  alleged,  at  p«r,  and  they  be- 
came depreciated  while  in  their  hands :  hence 
the  argommt  is,  it  bad  a  right  to  pass  them  off 
at  par.  This  nuy  be  tlie  morality  of  the  bank; 
bnt  it  is  not  the  morality  of  the  law  or  of  the 
ooontry  aft  large.  It  would  not  even  be  tol- 
erated nnder  the  system  of  bank  government 
in  New  Tork,  vicious  as  that  has  been  repre- 
sented to  be  by  my  honorable  oolleagne,  (Mr. 
Boot.) 

Another  specification  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man &om  Georgia  (Mr.  Ou'm>N)  has  been  en- 
tirely misapprehended.  I  refer  tothechwge  of 
"making  a  difference  between  the  members  of 
.Oongress  and  the  citizens  genially,  in  both 

gwl^  loans  and  selUi«bilu  of  extdunge.  It 
beUevBd  it  can  be  maw  to  appear  that  mem- 
ben  can  obtaii^billa  of  exchange  without,  dti- 
zens  with  a  proninm ;  the  first  give  nominal 
endorsers,  the  others  must  give  two  sufficient 
resident  endorsers."  This,  sir,  has  been  under- 
stood by  the  Meqds  of  the  bank  to  refer  to  the 

Eay  of  Uie  members  of  Oongress,  and  to  repro* 
ate  the  practice  of  th'e  branch  buik  here  in 
giving  the  members  drafts  on  such  part^  of  the 
Union  as  gentlemen  may  desire.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
regarded  it  as  a  very  different  charge.  The 
members  were  paid  by  the  Government,  imd 
the  bank  by  Its  charts  was  bound  to  transd'er 
the  funds  of  the  Government  to  any  and  every 
put  of  the  Union  where  branohea  were  eatab- 
ilahed.  He  saw  no  oiyeotion  whatever  to  the 
course  which  the  bank  in  this  respect  had  pnr- 
ened :  but  if,  as  be  had  heard  it  alleged,  the 
bank,  in  its  or^nary  busiaess,  diBCriminated 
between  members  of  Congress  and  citizens, 
drawing  bills  in  favor  of  tbe  fonfler  upon  any 
part  of  the  Union-  without  a  premium,  while 
the  latter  were  obliged  to  pay  for  similar  ac- 
commodations, he  could  not  but  regard  it  as 
offensive  in  its  character,  and  subject  to  ready 
misconstruotioa.  He  had  heard  this  practice 
^oken  of  out  of  doors,  and  one  instance  par- 
faoalarlyBpecufied.  While  he  (Ur.  B.)  oqireased 


his  belief  that  no  member  of  Congress  bad  era 
sDUf^t  thus  to  avtul  himself  of  the  aocidentsl 
advantage  of  his  position,  he  deemed  it  no  len 
proper  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made,  that 
the  public  might  be  informed  of  tbe  Uuet,  if  in 
truth  any  snoh  discrimination  had  beoi  made 
in  tbe  business  of  this  institution. 

Although  entirely  unwilling  to  prolong  tLis 
discussion,  Hr.  B.  said  he  would  notice  soother 
of  the  spcKufied  abuses  of  the  bank.  The  lat 
guage  of  the  specification  ia,  "anbdAKBasd 
loans^  directly  or  indirectly,  to  printers,  e^bni, 
and  lawyers,  for  pnrposes  other  than  the  regu- 
lar business  of  the  t>ank."  This,  too,  dr,  wd 
Hr.  B.,  heft  been  misf^prehended.  It  is  not 
made  a  charge  against  the  bank,  that  it  disconnts 
notes  for  printers,  or  for  any  other  olaesof  dti- 
zens ;  but  tbe  diarge  is,  that  subsidies  and  in- 
direct loans  are  made  to  these  classes  of  persina, 
forpunioses  other  than  its  regular  busiuess. 

We  know  the  power  of  the  press.  It  ia  a 
mighty  lever  when  brought  to  bear  upon  pahlie 
opinion.  Its  infloenoe  may  often  be  neany  n- 
sistless,  in  ^ving.a  direction  to  that  og^Sm. 
Now,  loTj  the  charge  is;  that  the  bankhas^med 
to  corrupt  and  control  the  praa— to  sway  die 
editors  and  oonduotors  of  public  journals,  by  its 
money  and  its  patronage.  The  diarge,  sir,  is 
grave  and  important  in  its  character,  and  ahoidd 
not  be  made  without  good  anthority  to  snst^ 
it  I  will  not,  sir,  express  any  opinion  of  its 
truth  or  falsity ;  I  will  wait  for  the  proof.  I 
have  heard  of  enormous  loans  to  particular 
editors,  upon  nominal  security ;  but  the  subject 
was  too  delicate  in  its  character  to  admit  of 
greater  particularity  in  referring  to  it  He  felt 
himself,  nowever,  entirely  at  Ubertr  to  speak  of 
what  had  been  distinctly  averred  in  tiie  pidiltQ 
p^era,  and  whiob  be  QAr.  B.)  had  not  seen  dii- 
pnted  or  oontradioted  m  any  one.  He  Qb.  E) 
referred  to  a  statement  which  had  recently  been 
published,  tluU;  seventeen  hundred  dollars  had 
been  pud  by  the  bank  to  certain  printers  in 
Philaddphia,  for  publishing  copies  of  a  report 
which  was  made  in  this  House  two  years  nnce, 
in  favor  of  recliartering  the  bank.  It  was 
added,  in  the  statement  referred  to,  that  the  in- 
dividnals  employed  to  print  this  report  were, 
when  so  employed,  the  printers  of  the  only 
paper  in  that  city,  adverse  to  the  bank.  He 
had  given  the  authority  upon  which  he  made 
this  statement,  and  coidd  not  say  but  tiut  it 
was  an  entire  &brioation.  He,  however,  tiad 
not  seen  it  anywhere  delved.  And,  if  troe,  it 
mi^ht  perhaps  not  justly  be  liable  to  any  sus- 
picion of  an  improper  design  in  thus  bestowing 
its  patronage.  He  did  not  intend,  at  this  time, 
to  draw  any  such  inference  from  it.  He^  how- 
ever, could  not  forbear  asking  upon  what  prin- 
ciple the  bank  could  justify  this  expenditure  of 
the  money  of  tbe  stockholders.  The  United 
States  owned  one-fifth  part  of  the  capital  stock. 
Had  they  at  any  time  authorized  such  an  ex- 
penditure of  tiie  public  ftinds  ?  Another  larae 
proporticm  of  the  stock,  it  was  aaid,  was  the 
proper^  of  "widows  and  orphana."  Upon 
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what  principle  oonld  the  bank  justify  the  appli- 
oation  of  their  money  to  mich  a  purpose  t  Th 
report  was  a  very  able  one,  and  deserved  a 
thorough  penual ;  bat  he  was  not  aware  that 
it  was  at  all  proper  to  diatrlbnte  it  at  &e  ttz- 
pense  of  tiie  JJnited  States,  and  of  the  buik 
Btoc^olders.  For  anght  he  nonid  see,  the  ez- 
poauditare  woold  have  been  as  well  authorized 
D7  the  charter,  had  it  been  for  lottery  tickets 
in  a  bet  upon  a  horserace.  Bach  a  disbnrse- 
ment.  however,  might  not  have  served  any 
henefloial  purpose.  It  might  neither  have 
regulated  the  cmrencj  nor  regulated  the  press 
of  the  country. 

It  appears  to  me,  said  Mr.  B.,  entirely  proper 
that  this  investigation  shoold  take  place,  and  I 
should  think  it  might  well  take  a  wider  range 
than  has  been  contemplated.  I  shofild  be  dad 
to  loan  upon  what  principles  the  bank  has 
governed  itself  in  theratablishment  of  branches 
m  the  several  States;  what  objects  it  has  bad 
in  view  in  ^e  increase  and  location  of  these 
institations,  and  in  the  selection  of  directors  to 
»  ooQbvl  them.  The  prominent  argoments  which 
have  been  uiged  in  favor  of  the  national  bank, 
with  power  to  establish  branches,  are  their 
safety  aa  places  of  deposit  for  the  national 
treasm^  and  that  they  throw  into  circulation 
a  onrrency  of  equal  value  and  common  use 
throughout  the  Union.  If  branches  have  been 
tetabluhed  in  reference  to  these  objects,  I  wiU 
not  pretend  that  tne  ^rivil^es  oonf erred  by  the 
charter  have  been,  m  this  reqieot,  violated. 
But  i£,  on  the  other  hand,  these  ol^eots  have 
been  lost  Eoght  <^  in  the  location  of  branches,  if 
other  dengna  have  been  kept  in  view  in  de- 
ciding upon  such  measures,  and  espedally,  sir, 
if  branches  have  been  established,  or  directors 
selected  with  a  view,  at  this  time,  to  secure  in- 
fluence in  this  House,  such  motives,  I  am  satis- 
fied, would  neither  meet  with  approval  or 
toleration  here ;  bat,  on  the  contrary,  with  an 
unqualified  oondenmation,  both  here  and 
'throughout  this  whole  country. 

Mr.  Watkb  endeavored  repeatedly  tq  obtain 
the  Bxxxfj  witli  a  view  to  offer  an  ameu^ent  to 
the  resolntion  of  Ur.  Outton  :  bnt 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  said,  I  intended  to 
have  voted  for  the  resolutiov  submitted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  before  the  firienda  of 
the  bank  generally  manifested  their  acquies- 
cence in  the  propriety  of  yielding  to  the  inquiry, 
I  considered  such  an  investigation  of  the  oG&irs 
of  the  bank  as  was  proposed,  not  only  proper 
and  desirable  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the 
country  in  regard  to  its  true  condition,  bat  it 
appeared  to  me  to  be  peculiarly  proper  uiat  the 
inquiiy  ^ould  be  instituted,  as,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  demand  of  a  oonmiitte&  sos- 
picions  of  abases  in  the  management  of  the 
bank,  iqJoriouB  to  its  eharacter  and  nseftdness, 
must  have  been  the  consequence  at  a  reftisal  of 
the  invostigatton.  If  the  proi>ontion  for  the 
inquiry  had  been  sdbmitted  withoat  any  alle- 
gation of  actual  abuses,  upon  reflection,  I  am 
disposed  to  think  the  precedent  that  woold  be 


established  by  acceding  to  it,  as  highly  useful 
and  proper  in  such  a  case.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(ilr.  Beabdslet,)  that  such  an  inquiry  as  is. 
now  proposed  should  precede  every  renewal  of 
snch  an  institution.  In  an  affidr  of  such  general 
and  diverse  interests,  nothing  shoold  be  taken 
upofl  the  representations  of  those  who  have,  or 
may  be  supposed  to  have,  an  interest  either  in 
withholding  any  material  information,  or  of 
giving  a  false  coloring  to  such  as  they  might 
think  proper  to  afford.  Besides,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  to  assure  the  public  confidence, 
and  to  vindicate  this  House  itself^  should  it  pro- 
ceed to  vote  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  tiie 
bank  at  the  present  session,  from  any  imputa- 
tion of  undue  influences,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  moat  onreBerved  omKntunity  should  ho 
^ven  to  the  oiemies  of  the  bank  of  e^oring 
Its  most  secret  afibirs,  shoold  they  require  snch 
a  |)rivilege.  The  slightest  shade  of  sospidon 
which  may  rest  npon  it,  from  whatever  cause 
produced,  shoold  be  removed,  by  yielding  a 
ready  acquiescence  to  the  most  rigid  ecmtiny  in 
the  power  of  the  opponents  of  the  bank  to 
devise.  I  would  have  Eiupported  the  propon- 
tion  of  the  gentieman  from  Geoi^a  upon  an- 
other ground,  without  any  design  to  prejudice 
the  interes^  of  fhe  bank.  If  there  are  any  con- 
cealed transactions  of  the  bank  of  a  reprehen- 
nble  character,  or  any  aboses  of  the  privileges 
conferred  upon  it,  not  known  to  the  public,  it 
is  of  importance  that  they  shonld  be  brought  to 
light,  in  ordffl:  that  thej  may  be  guarded  against 
or  prevented  in  fntore,  by  the  terms  of  any  new 
charter  of  the  same,  or  of  a  similar  institution, 
which  may  be  granted ;  for  I  consider  that  a 
all  the  charges  brooght  agidnst  the  bank  by  the 
gentieman  from  Georgia  should  be  established, 
they  would  still  not  be  conclofflve  agunst  the 
recharter  of  the  same  bank,  or  of  a  new  one. 
They  would  only  go  to  demonstrate  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  of  exercising  the  greatest 
circumspection  and  vigilance  in  settlmg  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  a  new  charter.  They 
would,  at  most,  amount  to  nothing  more  than 
arguments  addrassed  to  the  oonnderation  o£  the 
House,  and  of  the  pnUio,  and  their  probable 
recurrence  would  remun  to  be  weighed  against 
the  public  convenience  and  utility  «  any  suoh 
institntioQ. 

I  would  not  have  voted  for  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  for  the  purpose  of 
defeating  the  final  action  of  Congress  upon  the 
bank  question  at  the  present  session,  as  has 
been  alleged  to  be  the  probable  motive  of  some 
who  were  inclined  to  favor  the  proportion  for 
inquiry."  .X^would  have  considerad  such  a 
course  as  wnolly  Uidefensible.  But  sir,  when 
the  question  shdl  arise  opon  the  bill  reptnrted 
by  the  Oomnnttee  of  Ways  and  iSaaaHj  I  desire 
it  may  now  be  ^stinctly  understood  that  I  shall 
be  in  favor  of  the  postponement  of  the  solnect 
to  a  period  beyond  the  term  of  the  present  Con- 
gress; and  aa  a  motive  has  already  been 
ascribed  to  t3iose  who  &mmd  a  poB^xmsment 


Digitized  by 


Google 


624 


H.or  B.] 

the  maia  question,  I  feel  it  dne  to  myself  to 
reply  to  saoli  suggestions  as  have  heen  tima 
thrown  ont  with  the  apparent  intention  of 
denouncing  in  advance  any  movement  for  that 
purpose. 

I  hold  that  any  motive  which  la  fit  to  be 
acted  npon  by  any  member  of  this  House,  is  fit 
also  to  be  avowed,  and  I,  for  one,  will  not  •mit 
to  avow  the  motives  which  govern,  me  npon 
this  question.  I  am  wilting  that  it  shall  be 
decided  by  those  to  wh<nn  I  am  directly  respon- 
sible for  my  course  here,  and  by  all  honorable 
men,  whose  good  opiidon  I  hope  I  shall  always 
seek  to  desire,  whether,  in  the  oonree  I  shall 
pursue,  there  is  any  shrinking  from  public  duty, 
or  any  surrender  of  that  independeooe  of  per- 
sonal and  legislative  action,  which  becomes  a 
representative  of  a  portion  of  the  people  npon 
this  floor. 

More  has  already  been  said,  and  still  more 
may  have  been  felt,  than  I  consider  necessary 
or  even  pnnter,  reKoecting  the  connection  which  ; 
is  n^>poaed  or  aUe^  to  exists  between  the 
decision  cf  this  qnestion  at  the  present  session 
of  Oongressf  and  the  penffing  Fiendential  eleo- 
tion.  I  admit  the  truth  ot  the  ptjopontion  to 
the  ftallest  extent,  that  questions  of  great  public 
interest  alionld  not  yield  or  be  postponed  on 
Hie  ground  of  any  probable  effect  their  ^eciE^on 
ipay  have  npon  tiie  devatiion  of  one  man  or 
another  to  mere  place  or  power.  I  trust  that  I 
do,  and  I  confidently  h<^  I  ever  shall,  feel  an 
nnmixed  indifference,  and  even  contempt  for 
that  sort  of  partisan  zeal  and  anxiety  wmch  is 
sometimes  exhibited  in  the  elections  of  the  high 
officers  of  the  Government,  and  whidi  have  no 
higher  or  more  patrioUo  olgecta  in  view,  than 
to  seooie  the  poBsesrioB  and  ooiitrol  of  the  snb- 
ordinate  offices  (tf  the  Goremment,  with  their 
attendant  emduments ;  yet,  sir,  I  do  not  fear 
to  avow,  in  the  present  case,  whatever  might 
be  the  importance  to  the  public  interests,  t£at 
this  question  ^onld  be  settled  now ;  that  if,  in 
xny  judgment,  there  were  questions  and  inter- 
ests of  still  greater  magnitude— questions  and 
interests  connected  with  the  permanent  well- 
being  of  this  numerous  and  free  people,  which 
would  be  endangered  b;  the  action  of  Oongress 
npon  the  question  of  the  baiok  at  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  I  would  not  hesitate  to 
make  that  the  ground  of  opposition  to  it  In 
all  such  cases  oi  conflicting  interests  and  ot{jeots, 
I  would  fed  it  my  duty  to  adhere  to  those 
which  I  regarded  as  the  paramount  ones.  I 
would  so  regulate  my  oonduot  in  the  present 
ease,  if  I  oonsidered  it  of  such  a  nature.  I  feel 
the  difficulty  of  taking  the  course  I  shall  take, 
without  subjecting  myself  to  the  imputation  of 
acting  upon  this  principle,  in* the  present 
instance;  hut  I  will  leave  it  to  be  inferred 
from  the  ground  I  shall  presently  state,  whether 
there  are  not  sufficient  and  cogent  reasons  for 
the  postponement  of  this  question,  of  a  different 
kind ;  and  whether,  if  any  interest  is  to  suffer  by 
acting  upon  this  saljiect  now,  it  is  tiie  bank  inter- 
eat,  or  any  one  of  equal  or  greater  importanoe. 
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As  to  the  profffiet^  of  rediarteriiu;  the  btnk,  I 
^will  say  that  I  am  friendly  to  l£e  policy 
giving  to,  or  (^mdntaining  the  exercise  of  the 
power  of  this  Government,  of  admiiiist«iiig 
a  corrective  to  a  vitiated,  excessive,  ir  fiuctnit- 
ing  currency ;  and  I  hope  that  the  prqMsitiaD 
to  recharter  the  present  bank  wfll  aasome  Fodi 
a  shape,  that  I  can  give  my  vote  in  &Tor  of  it. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  important,  if  sot 
essential,  to  the  safe  and  eomomioal  adimiui* 
traticm  of  the  pubUo  revenue  Hiat  this  Govern- 
ment should  posBOPB  EoaL  a  power:  anfl  I  an 
not  prepared  to  admit  tha^  mider  the  oonatite- 
tion,  this  Government  may  not|  upon  some  ah 
principle,  employ  its  own  dtiiaiB  as  its  ageaa 
and  auxiUaries  in  the  management  of  its  fiscal 
oonoems,  and,  at  the  same  time,  co-opes^ 
witii  it  in  azeroi»ng  a  salutary  control  overtba 
general  currency,  npon  a  sound  state  of  whidi 
all  must  admit  the  financial  resonrces  of  the 
country  must  always  greatiy  depend.  I  Till 
go  fnrtiier,  and  say  tiiat  I  think  the  public  ood- 
venience  and  interest  would  be  gKatly  nm- 
sulted  in  continuing  the  empioyment  of  tbfl 
cf^ital  now  vested  and  in  droulatiMi,  npon  as  * 
oKanizedpIan  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  tbose 
objects^  But  still  entertaining  these  opiniota 
and  views,  as  I  do,  I  cannot  admit  the  doctriiw 
that  a  bank  ia  the  chief  end  of  the  GovemmeDE, 
or  that  every  sound  maxim  or  principle  which 
should  govern  the  l^islation  of  Congress,  aboold 
^ve  way,  in  order  to  seoure*the  benefits  of  the 

F resent  one.  I  beg  to  be  understood,  in  whA 
have  said  of  the  principles  which  shoaU 
govern  Congress^  as  not  aUnding  to  any  besring 
which  this  question  may  have  upon  the  Presi- 
dential election.  I  will  explain,  before  I  have 
done^  to  what  I  allude. 

But  before  I  proceed  to  state  tilie  gronndi 
upon  which  I  think  the  qneBtitHi  of  the  rediar- 
tering  of  the  bank  8h<H>ld  be  postponed,  I  Till 
make  some  remarks,  as  I  intended,  in  riang  to 
address  the  House,  upon  what  has  been  throTS 
out  in  the  course  of  this  debate  in  relation  ta 
the  opinions  of  the  President  upon  this  sattfect 
I  am  -not  respondble  for  the  introdnctioQ  of 
ttiis  topic  into  this  debate.  It  has  been  brought 
into  the  discussion  by  others ;  and  what  I  shall 
say,  I  condder  proper  only  in  the  way  of  reply* 
Gentiemen  of  both  sides  of  this  qnestirai  hxft 
thought  proper  to  ^ve  their  own  versions  <tf 
the  views  of  the  Prendent^  oommnnicated  to 
Congress  in  his  publio  Ueesagea.  On  me  sid^ 
gentlemen  infbr  frwn  the  wnttoi  oommnidtt- 
tions  of  the  President  to  this  House,  that  he  hu 
expressed  an  opinion  dedded  and  unalterable 
against  the  bank,  or,  in  otiier  words,  that  he 
stands  committed  against  it,  in  whatever  fiof^ 
or  form  a  proposition  for  reohartering  it  msT 
come ;  wime.  on  the  other  hand,  other  gentle 
men  contend  tiiat  he  has  referred  the  whole 
matter  to  Congress,  in  such  terms  as  to  leave  no 
ground  to  doubt  but  that  he  will  sanction  anj 
bill  which  Oongress  may  present  for  his  ^ 
provaL  Now,  ar,  no  doubt  gentlemen  are 
oere  in  the  expreoion  of  their  opinions,  apoa 
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this  sabjeot,  althoDgh  1>oth  ddes  deal  in  ex- 
tremea,  and  the  position  taken  by  neither  is 
trne.  I  deny  that  there  is  any  fair  or  reason- 
able pretext  discoverable  either  in  tiie  langnage 
or  sentiment  of  the  Hessages  of  the  President 
for  this  great  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  what 
he  has  oommnnicated  to  Congress  upon  this 
subjeot.  The  candid  and  impartial  inquirer 
must  admit  that  the  language  employed  is  not 
eqoiTocal  or  oracular.  That  two  opinions,  so 
directly  opposed  to  eadi  other,  ahonld  exist,  as 
to  the  troe  import  of  the  Bereralpasaagesin  the 
Hessages  of  the  Prerident  npon  the  snbjeet  of 
the  bank,  can  only  be'  accounted  for  by  the 
diversity  of  the  feelings  and  interesta  of  those 
who  differ  so  widely.  I  have  the  MeasBMes 
before  me ;  I  have  conEddered  them  carefully, 
and  I  find  no  warrant  for  either  of  the  opposite 
conclosions  which  gentlemen  have  drawn  from 
them.  That  the  President  has  openly,  and 
fearless  of  conseqnences,  braved  the  opposition 
of  all  those  who  are  so  prosoriptive  in  their 
feelings  upon  this  subject— who  are  so  exclu- 
sively devoted  to  the  uteresta  connected  with 
the  bank,  that  they  cannot  sastain  or  coun- 
tenance any  pubUo  man  who  ventures  to  differ 
with  them  as  to  the  amount  of  the  benefits  th% 
bank  has  conferred  npon  tbe  oounlxy,  or  who 
can  see  any  constitutional  objection  to  the  bank 
as  at  present  organized,  is  not,  and  cannot  be 
controverted.  That,  admitting  the  expediency 
ci  some  institution  of  the  kind,  the  I^esident, 
tar  himself^  would  prefer  one  organized  upon  a 
very  different  plan  from  the  present  one,  is 
equally  clear ;  bat  that  he  has  on  one  side  or 
the  other  intended  to  commit  himself  or  that 
he  has,  in  &ct,  committed  himself  upon  the 
question  of  rechartering  the  present  bank,  with 
some  modifications  of  its  present  charter  as  may 
be  locposed,  I  deaj.  I  TPalntain  that  in  all  his 
oonuunnlcationB  to  this  House  upon  iMs  aulject, 
-  he  has  manifested  a  due  and  reroeotfiil  deference 
for  the  opinion  oi  fiie  pecn^  formed  npon  snf- 
fident  oonsideration,  and  deliberately  expressed 
through  their  constituted  organs ;  and  that  he 
has  clearly  reserved  to  himseiu',  as  he  ought,  the 
privil^e  of  determioing  his  nnal  action  upon 
the  subject,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  and  of  the  country,  when  a  bill  shall  be 
presented  to  him  for  his  approval  or  reaction. 
This  is  my  Judgment  upon  the  several  passages 
to  be  found  in  the  President's  Messages  upon 
this  subject,  and  I  do  not  believe  tiiat  any 

Sntleman  ia  antiiorized  to  speak  of  the  views  of 
a  Freddent  finther  than  he  has  thought  proper 
to  dtsdose  them  In  bis  Hessages.  Sir,  when 
the  Prerident  shall  be  called  to  act  finally  npon 
tins  qaestioo,  that  he  will  do  so  nnder  a  full  and 
soleimi  sense  of  his  reqtonsibility  to  the  conntry 
-^pon  a  ddiberato  ofmrideration  of  all  the 
great  interests  connected  with  the  question, 
and  in  perfect  oonsistonoy  with  hia  own  char- 
acter, I  do  not  doubt. 

A  long  contest  now  arose,  as  to  the  fact 
whether  Mr.  Root  had  or  had  not  withdrawn 
his  amendment,  (whidi  projpoaed  that  the  Oom- 
Tot.XI^-40 
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mittee  of  Investigation  should  consist  of  seven 
members,  to  be  appointed  by  ballot.)  Mr.  B, 
insisted  that  he  had  not  withdrawn  it:  Vr, 
Watne  that  be  had.  After  a  very  desultory 
conversation,  it  was  decided  by  the  Ohair  that 
the  amendment  bad  not  been  withdrawn ;  and 
the  question  was,  thereupon,  proponuded  upon 
its  adoption. 

Mr.  Root  called  fw  the  yeas  and  nays.  They 
were  taken  accordingly,  and  stood— yeas  8^ 
nays  92. 

So  Ihe  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  'Watbb  offared  the  following  amendment : 

Retolwd,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  meet  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  to  mapect  the 
books  and  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  report  by  the 
third  Monday  in  December  next  wheuer  any  pro- 
visions  of  the  charter  have  been  delated,  and  par- 
ticularly such  violations  of  the  charter  as  may  have 
been  made  since  the  leth  day  of  January,  1819; 
and  also  to  report  especially  whether  the  said  bank 
has,  &t  any  time,  and  to  what  amount,  issued  any 
bills,  notes,  or  drafts,  to  be  drcolated  as  currency, 
contrary  to,  or  evaabre  of,  the  provisions  of  its 
obarter;  whether  the  said  bank  has,  directly  or  ia< 
directly,  dealt  or  traded  in  any  tldng  except 
of  exchange,  gold  or  silver  bullion,  or  in  iho  sale  of 
goods  really  and  truly  pledged  for  money  tent,  and 
not  redeemed  in  due  time,  or  goods  which  have  * 
been  the  proceeds  of  its  lands;  whether  the  said 
bank  has  directly  or  indirectly  charged  or  reedved 
for  or  upon  its  mscounta  and  loans,  from  the  time 
the  same  were  made  until  finally  repud,  more  than 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  (xtA.  per  annum ;  wheOnr 
the  said  bank  has  liad  or  owned,  or  has  .mt  owns^ 
any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  except  anca 
as  are  requiute  for  its  immediate  accommodatios 
in  relation  to  the  cmvraient  transaction  of  busi- 
ness, and  such  as  have  been  fiono  fide  mortg^;ed  to 
it  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  tt  in  satii&o- 
tion  of  debts  previooaly  contracted  in  the  course  of 
its  dealings,  or  purchased  at  sales  upon  judgments 
which  had  been  obtained  for  such  debts.  And  also 
to  report  the  amount  and  kinds  of  specie  and  bul- 
lion imported  into  the  Umted  States  by  the  bank, 
the  cost  of  the  same,  and  the  arrangements  for  pro- 
curing it;  the  amount  of  spede  exported  by  the 
bank,  and  for  what  obfecia,  and  the  amount  sold 
by  the  bank  for  a  premium,  or  upon  discounted  pa- 
per and  a  premium,  for  exportation;  the  amount 
of  specie  furnished  by  the  bank  to  any  department 
of  Government,  and  at  what  premiums,  with  a  re- 
port of  the  amouQta  of  spede  reoeived  or  drawn  by 
the  bank  ftom  IneotpotatedjMnks  In  the  Stete^ 
and  in  the  IMstriet  of  Columbia;  the  amount  of 
bills,  notes,  or  checks  of  the  State  banks,  and  of  the 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  acquired  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  j^stin- 
gnishing  the  amounts  from  each,  and  the  manner 
the  same  were  acquired ;  tiie  mauoer  in  wtUch  said 
notes,  bOlB,  vt  eheda  have  been  redeemed  by  said 
banks  from  week  to  week,  or  at  other  Interrala,  as 
may  have  been  stipulated  between  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States 'and  such  banks,  showing  the  con- 
tracts with  each  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  or 
bills  of  each,  and  the  amounts  of  interest  severally 
paid  by  said  banks  to  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
Statea,  npoa  (ha  UDii  noten,  or  chedn  hdd  by  the 
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bank ;  the  sums  loaned  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  to  State  banks,  and  to  banks  in  the  District 
of  Colnmbia,  the  interest  upon  the  same,  and  in 
vbat  manner  the  same  were  repud,  with  a  report 
of  the  profit  received  or  made  by  the  bank,  bj  pre- 
miuma  upon  foreign  and  domestic  exchange,  and 
the  rates  of  exchange  establiahed  bye^dbaak  from 
time  to  time,  and  if  the  sum  have  been  fixed  with  a 
due  regard  to  the  conrse  of  trade ;  with  a  report  of 
its  dettuDgs  in  foreign  exchange  on  its  own  bills, 
and  at  what  ratei,  and  with  such  as  have  been 
bought  by  the  bank  from  individnals,  copartner- 
ships,  or  incorporated  companies,  and  the  ad- 
vances charged  upon  the  sales  of  the  same ;  with  a 
report  of  the  iaaues  of  post  notes,  or  notes  payable 
to  order,  issued  by  the  bank,  the  withdrawal  or  re- 
demption of  Uie  same,  and  of  checks  drawn,  and  at 
what  rates  sold ;  with  a  report  of  the  funds  of  the 
United  States  received  on  deposit  by  the  Bank'of 
the  United  States  and  its  branches,  disdnguisfaing 
the  same  as  to  time  and  amounts,  of  the  sums  trans* 
mitted  by  the  bank  for  the  Government,  and  to  what 
places,  the  times  when  done,  the  modes  of  transfer, 
and  the  cost,  if  any,  to  the  bank,  for  doing  the 
same,  and  whether  the  same  has  not  been  done, 
and  given  a  profit  to  the  bank ;  with  a  report  of 
the  profits  made  by  the  bank  b^  diaooonts  and  ex- 
change npon  Government  deposits,  and  of  the  loans 
made  by  the  Bank  of  the  Umted  States  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  moneys  advanced  to  the  Government, 
or  to  either  of  its  departments,  and  the  interest  or 
■  premiums  pud  by  the  Government  for  such  loans 
or  advances;  with  a  report  of  the  different  kinds 
of  stock  pledged  to,  or  at  any  time  owned  by,  the 
bank,  in  any  other  bank,  or  incorporated  company, 
railroad  or  canal  company,  partionlarly  distinguish- 
ing  bow  the  same  was  acquired  and  parted  with, 
and  of  the  sums  loaned  to,  or  advanced  or  given  to, 
any  incorporated  or  unincorporated  railroad  or 
oanal  company,  and  the  terms  upon  which  the  same 
were  made,  and  the  indueenwut  for  any  donations 
which  ma^  have  been  made,  and  Uie  authority  of 
the  bank  in  the  charter  for  doing  the  same.  JJso, 
to  report  if  any  and  which  of  the  branches  of  the 
said  bank  have  been  unproductive  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  them,  and  what  salaries  have  been 
{^ven  to  the  officers  of  such  improductive  branches, 
and  the  amounts  or  kinds  of  bills  or  notes,  and 
'where  payable,  which  the  bank  has,  from  time  to 
time,  transmitted  to  its  branohea. 

That  the  said  committee  have  leave  to  meet  In 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  remdn  there  as 
long  as  may  be  necessary ;  that  they  shall  have 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  em- 
ploy the  requisite  clerks,  the  expense  of  which 
shall  be  audited  and  allowed  by  the  Committee  of 
Accounts,  and  paid  opt  of  the  contingent  fimd  of 
the  House. 


Fbidat,  March  9. 
Conmodora  Deeatur'*^  3Hr$, 

The  bill  was  further  debated  by  Mr.  Sladb 
And  Mr.  Bubo,  who  both  were  opposed  to  the 
amendmeot  offered  on  Saturday  lost  bv  Mr. 
Davis,  of  Massachnaetta,  and  addressed  the 
House  at  length  in  snpport  of  their  req>eotive 
views;  when 

Mr.  Dickson  moved  to  strike  out  the  enact- 


ing clause  of  the  biU^  (wbtoh  amounts  to  its  re- 
jection,) but  the  motibn  was  negatived— yew 
62,  nays  70. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  Hm  bOl  to 
the  House  withoat  amendment. 

Mr.  Davis  moved  the  same  amendment  he 
had  previottsly  offered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole ;  rejected — yeas  78,  nays  102. 

Mr.  FuBOK  moved  the  amendment  he  had 
formerly  proposed,  also  rejected — ^yeas  BXL  najs 
96. 

The  qnestion  was  taken  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bUl,  and  it  was  decided  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Adams^  Adur,  Andeistm,  Aicb- 
er,  Barringer,  James  Bates,  Bell,  Bouck,  Branch, 
Briggs,  J.  Brodhead,  J.  C.  Brodhead,  Bollard, 
Gambreleng,  Carson,  Cbinn,  Clay,  Collier,  L.  Con- 
dict,  S.  Condit,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Craig,  Dayan. 
Dearborn,  Denny,  Doubleday,  Drayton,  J.  Evwu, 
E.  Everet^Ford,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  Heister,  Hogan, 
Holland,  Horn,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Ihrie,  Is&cks, 
Jarvis,  Jenifer,  B.  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  C. 
C.  Johnston,  Eavanagh,  H.  King,  Kerr,  Lent» 
Lewis,  MoCarty,  McDuffie,  Holntire,  McKennan. 
Hercer,  Hilligan,  Huhlenbei^,  Fendlet«n,  hereon, 
Htcher,  Polk,  £.  C.  Reed,  Smith,  Sonle,  ^leigfat, 
Stephens,  F,  Thomas,  F.  Thomas,  Ter^anck, 
Washhigton,  Watmough,  Wayne,  Weeks,  C.  P. 
White,  E.  D.  White,  Wicklifie— ^8. 

Nats. — Messrs.  C.  Allan,  Allison,  Armstrong,  Ar- 
nold, Ashley,  Babcock,  Banks,  N.  Barber,  J.  S. 
Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barstow,  Beerdslej,  BethoDC, 
James  Bbur,  John  Blair,  Burd,  Gaboon,  Can, 
Chandler,  CUibome,  Coke,  Conner,  E.  Cooke,  B. 
Cooke,  Cooper,  Crane,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Daniel, 
Davenport,  J.  Davis,  Dcwart,  Dickson,  Doddridge, 
Duncan,  Ellsworth,  G.  Evans,  H.  Everett,  Felder, 
Foster,  Grennell,  Griffin,  T.  H.  Hall,  W.  HaH, 
Hammons,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hodges,  Hughes,  Hunt- 
ington, Irvin,  Jewett,  EendaU,  J.  King,  Lamar, 
Lansing,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Lyon,  Mann,  Ifardts, 
Manhail,  Maxwell,  W.  McOoy,  R  MoCoy,  McKay, 
T.  a  Mitchell,  Newnan,  Pearce,  Potts,  J.  Beed, 
Bencher,  Boot,  Bnssel,  W.  B.  ^epard,  A.  H. 
Shepperd,  Slade,  Southard,  Spence,  Sfaant>erry, 
Standifer,  Storrs,  Taylor,  J.  Thompson,  Tompkins, 
Tracy,  Vance,  Ytnton,  Wardwell,  Wbeeler,  K 
WhittlMey,  Williams,  Tonng— 96. 

So  the  hill  was  r^et^ed. 


MoNDAT,  March  12. 

Bank  Iff  th$  United  Btate* — Jajfutry  Mto  HU 

ConAuet. 

The  Honse  resumed  tiie  oonsidention  (tf  Mr. 
Ou.TTOK*B  resolution,  together  with  Mr.  Boor's 
amendment,  Jwhioh  was  reeonndered  March  9,} 
to  appoint  the  committee  by  ballot. 

Mr.  Blaib,  of  South  Oarolina,  sud :  If  the 
amendment  of  the  gentieman  from.  New  Yorls 
is  adopted,  it  will  be  carried  by  the  vote  of 
those  Mendlj  to  the  bank.  The  same  mem- 
bers will  then  hand  in  their  folded  tickets,  and 
elect  a  committee,  the  majority  of  whonij  if  not 
the  whole,  wiU  be  in  favor  of  renewing  the 
charter,  and  tn&aS\j  to  the  bank  \  and  thi^  in- 
sUtatiott  will  have  nothing  to  Kffs^^bsaA.  from 
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the  result  of  their  inquiries.  We  will  see  ex- 
hibited the  absurd  faroe  of  the  accused  sitting 
in  judgment  upon  its  own  trial,  or  rather  de- 
ciding whether  it  will  submit  to  he  tried  even 
by  its  own  particular  friends.  Yes,  dr,  said 
Mr.  B.,  all  this  will  be  done,  and  the  American 
people  will  be  1^  to  guess  at  the  agents  hj 
whom  it  is  effected.  They  will  be  left  to  gaess 
at  the  names  of  those  who  have  constituted  the 
bank  the  sole  judge  in  its  own  cause.  A  com- 
mittee friendlj  to  the  bank,  and  disposed  to 
screen  the  malversations  of  its  ofScers,  will  be 
selected  hj  an  agency  perfectly  irresponsible, 
because  unknown  to  tiie  people.  Now,  sir, 
wud  Mr.  B.,  I  would  ask,  is  ttua  the  course  of 
conscions  rectitude  and  innocence  t  Is  this  the 
course  an  honorable,  high-mine^  IndiTidual 
would  pnrsoe,  when  fais  oflldal  obaraoter  has 
been  implicated  and  slandered  >  Would  he  not 
instantly  demand  a  ooart  of  inquiry,  and,  in- 
stead of  shunning,  would  he  not  court  investi- 
gation ?  Finally,  be  would  ask  the  friends  of 
the  institution  tbemselCes,  if  they  could  hope  to 
sustain  its  character  and  credit  with  the  Ameri- 
can people,  by  shielding  it  from  a  full,  a  free, 
and  rigid  examination  of  its  condition,  and  of 
all  its  transactions,  by  a  committee  that  has 
no  motive  to  palliate  delinquencies,  or  to  cloak 
ndsdemeanors. 

Mr.  EvBBBTT,  of  Kassachusetts,  said :  I  am 
in  fovor  of  the  amendment  moved  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Tork,  QSr.  Boor,)  and  will 
briefly  state  my  reasons.  It  has  been  too 
really  taken  for  granted,  because  this  inqniiy 
is  moved  by  a  gentleman  avowedly  hostile  to 
the  bank,  that  ^erefore  the  parliamentary  rule 
requires  that  the  committee  should  be  unfriend- 
ly to  the  institution.  I  do  not  so  understand 
the  rule ;  I  admit  that  the  committee  ought  to 
be  friendly  to  the  inquiry ;  that  is  to  say,  willing 
to  take  it  up  and  cany  it  through,  in  good  faith, 
not  because  there  is  any  parliamentary  rule  to 
this  effect,  but  because  common  sense  reqnires 
it;  because  it  cannot  even  be  supposed  that  a 
committee  will  not  oheeifhUy  and  conscien- 
tionaly  perform  a  duty  intrusted  to  tiiem  by 
the  Hoose.  There  is  no  meaning  in  the  pr<nK>- 
sitioQ  of  a  committee  friendly  to  the  inqury, 
bnt  this— a  committee  friendly  to  dc^  the  dnt^ 
enjoined  upon  it. 

But  of  those  in  favor  of  the  inquiry,  under 
the  present  circumstances,  there  are  two  classes : 
one  such  OS  are  friendly  to  the  bank,  and  think 
the  inquiry  will  result  in  exoneratii^  the  bank 
from  the  charges  brought  against  it ;  and  the 
other  such  as  are  hostile  to  the  bank  and  in 
favor  of  instituting  the  inquiry,  as  certain  to 
lead  to  delay,  and  Ukely,  in  th^r  judgment  to 
result  in  ^e  destmotion  of  tlie  i^titution. 
Kow,  I  m^ntain  that,  as  &r  as  the  parliament- 
ary rnle  alluded  to  reien  at  all  to  the  case,  it 
demuids  that  this  inquiry  should  be  committed 
to  persons  of  the  former  and  not  of  the  latter 
class  ;  to  the  friends  and  not  the  enemies  of  the 
institution.  That  role  refers  to  tiie  di^odtion 
to  be  made  a£  bills  before  the  House,  and  what 
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is  it  f  It  is  laid  down  in  the  Manual  as  follows : 
"  Those  who  take  exceptions  to  some  particulars 
oX  the  bill  are  to  be  of  the  committee:  Imt 
none  who  speak  direotiy  aodnst  the  body  of 
the  bilL  Fw  he  that  would  totally  destroy, 
will  not  amend;  ot,  as  is  said,  the  cmild  is  not 
to  be  put  to  a  nurse  that  cares  not  for  it.  It  is 
therefore  a  oonatant  rule  that  no  man  is  to  be 
employed  in  any  matter  who  has  declared  him* 
self  against  it,"  The  role  even  goes  so  far  as  to 
require  that  "  when  any  member  who  is  against 
the  bill  hears  himself  named  of  its  committee^ 
he  ought  to  ask  to  be  excused." 

Oan  any  thing  be  clearer  than  this,  as  far  as 
the  role  goes!  Oan  we  stand  on  fm^  such  nar- 
row ground  as  that  inqnhTi  which  is  onfy  the 
acting  of  the  oommittee  m  obedienee  to  the 
House— is  the  thing  to  which  the  oomndttee 
is  to  be  friendly?  Certainly  not  We  most 
look  to  the  substance.  The  matter  in  hand  ia 
the  bank.  The  bill  is  the  bill  reohartering  the 
bank ;  the  bill  now  on  the  table.  Every  g«i- 
tleman  who  has  spoken  to  this  resolution  of  in- 
quiry, has  spoken  as  directiy  to  that  bill  as  if 
it  were  nommally  before  the  House.  I  am  even 
of  the  opinion  that  the  present  motion,  for  this 
very  reason,  is  not  strictly  in  order ;  and  that 
if  inquiry  be  deemed  necessary,  the  proper 
course  would  be  to  move  to  discharge  the  Oom- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  and  to  recommit 
the  bill,  with  ins^otifflis  to  UKiuire,  to  a  stand- 
ing or  a  Select  Oomndttee.  This,  I  take  it,  is 
tiie  true  interpretation  of  the  parliamentary  rule, 
of  which  we  nave  heard  so  mu<^.  At  the  same 
time,  I  am  free  to  oonfass  that  I  do  not  insist 
that  this  rule  refers  to  questions  of  this  na- 
ture. I  do  not  dum  the  benefit  of  this  inter^ 
pretation,  clear  as  it  is,  for  the  wnendment  of 
the  gentieman  from  New  Tork,  As  a  technical 
parhomentary  rule,  I  beHeve  that  usage  restricts 
It  to  matters  of  a  more  private  character.  The 
rechartering  of  the  bank  is  a  large  question, 
interesting  to  tbe  whole  country,  connected  with 
its  great  interests,  wearing,  in  some  respeots,  a 
political  aspect,  and  stan&ig  far  above  toe  cliM 
of  mere  business  matters,  to  which  the  rule  is 
generally  undovtood  to  app^.  Bnt  I  proceed 
on  far  broader  pwmds  than  tiiose  of  technical 
rule,  in  reqniring  that  the  committee  should 
not  oe  hostile  to  the  existenoeof  the  instttntim 
— ^the  grounds  of  common  jnstioe  and  common 
sense. 

Analogous  cases  have  been  urged  upon  us. 
It  has  been  asked  what  we  should  think  of  an 
officer  of  this  House,  or  of  the  Government, 
who,  if  ^ave  charges  were  made  agunst  him, 
should  insist  that  the  investigation  shoQld  be 
made  by  persons  opposed  to  having  the  matter 
inquired  mto.  The  case  is  idly  put;  for  it  is 
not  a  possible  supposition  tiitt  any  innocent 
man,  Munst  whom  grave  charges  are  made, 
^omd  be  nnwilUng  that  they  should  be  investi- 
gated ;  and  every  man  is  held  innocent  till  he 
is  found  to  be  guilty.  Buttiiis  inquiry  is  moved 
by  persona  who  think  that,  whether  the  bank 
ifl  innocent  or  not  In  the  nutter  inquired  into^ 
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it  oaght  to  be  broken  doirn.  And  if  gentlemen 
wish  for  an  analogous  case,  what  would  they 
think  of  commitung  the  investigation  into 
charges  preferred  against  an  officer  of  the 
House,  or  of  the  Government,  to  persons  who 
had  not  only  declared  their  minds  made  up  in 
regard  to  aU  the  matters  to  be  investigated, 
but  had  avowed  the  opinion  that,  whether 
guilty  or  innocent,  he  ought  to  be  deprived  of 
ofBce,  and  even  Ufe  ?  Gentlemen  tell  us  the 
bank  is  corrupt ;  that  it  is  broken,  and  unable 
to  pay  its  debts ;  and  that  it  has  been  oohduoted 
in  the  most  dishonorable  and  frandolent  manner ; 
that  it  is  a  great  and  oppressive  evil,  a  curse  to 
the  country ;  and,  finally,  unconstitutional ; 
and  then  politely  ask  .the  m^ority  of  this 
House,  who  are  friendly  to  it,  to  ^ve  them,  ita 
pledged  enemies,  the  control  of  this  committee, 
avowedly  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  delay, 
and,  if  possible,  for  those  of  destruction.  Would 
such  a  proposition  between  man  and  man  be 
thon^ht  consonant  to  the  rules  of  equity  ? 

This  demand  for  a  hostile  committee  is  new ; 
it  is  not  a  fortnight  old.  The  memorial  of  the 
direetras  of  the  bank,  asking  for  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  was  presented  on  the  9th  Of 
JanuuT.  A  debate  arose  whether  it  should  be 
referred  to  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Ueans 
or  a  Select  Oommittee.  It  was  nnderstood  and 
stated  thatj  in  either  case,  the  committee  was 
to  inquire  uto  th»  manner  in  which  the  bank 
had  been  conducted,  if  they  deemed  inquiry 
necessary.  The  gentleman  firom  Kew  York 
(Mr,  Caubbblkn'o)  wanted  the  great  question 
investigated,  whether  l^e  bank  ^ould  be  allowed 
to  issue  orders  "  payable  nowhere."  Another 
gentieman  from  Kew  York  Qfr.  Hoffhait) 
wished  all  the  "vices"  of  uie  bank  to  be 
probed.  The  enemies  of'the  bank  generally 
rwith  a  fiaw  of  its  Mends)  voted  for  the  Select 
Oommittee:  but  it  was  conceded  m  all  hands, 
and  expressly  admitted  hj  the  gentleman  frona 
New  York,  (Mr,  OakbbilbnsJ  tiiat  the  ma- 
joiify  of  the  committee  would  of  course  be 
fiiei^y  to  the  bank.  Nothing  has  occurred 
to  change  the  question  since,  nor  to  make  it 
any  the  less  proper  that  this  inquiry  should  be 
referred  to  persons  who  will  take  it  up  on  the 
fundamental  principle  of  justioe — that  every 
person  shall  be  esteemed  innocent  till  he  is 
proven  to  be  guilty. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Beabds- 
UT,)  who  spoke  at  l^gth  against  this  amend- 
ment of  his  ooUeogne,  gave,  neven^eless,  a 
saUsfiwtory  reason  wlur  it  ought  to  pass.  He 
reaUy  conceded  fhe  wbde  mrtter  now  in  eon- 
bvversy.  He  said  that  tiioogh  the  Speaker 
oo^t  to  name  the  oonmiittee,  ne^onld  do  it 
acoordiog  to  some  principle  to  be  laid  down  by 
the  House.  What  that  principle  was,  I  did 
not  understand  the  gentleman  to  state.  Still 
less  do  I  understand  in  what  way  that  principle 
is  to  be  laid  down  by  the  House.  It  is  the  very 
object  of  the  amendment  to  have  the  commit- 
tee  de^gnated  on  some  principle  approved  by 
the  Honse,  The  gentlemaa  wHI  not  tnut  the 


Speaker  to  name  them,  bat  upon  some  princi- 
ple to  be  previonaly  (I  know  not  in  what  way) 

prescribed. 

It  is  plain  there  is  no  way  by  which  the 
House  can  control  the  principle  on  which  a  oom- 
mittee shall  be  (diosen,  but  by  ohooEong  them 
itself.  If^  indeed,  the  gentleman  will  incorpo- 
rate his  role  into  the  resolution ;  if  he  will  in- 
sert after  the  word  committee,  "  to  consist  ol 
persons  fHendly  to  the  bank,"  I  shonld  under- 
stand his  course,  and  pwhaps  go  wi&  lum. 
Or,  if  he  wonld  insert  "to  ocKosist  affha  sworn 
enemies  ot  the  bank,"  I  had  almost  said  I 
would  vote  for  such  an  amendment,  disdonng, 
as  it  would,  the  policy  of  this  movement,  in  a 
light  in  which  the  country  would  understand 
it.  It  would  then  appear  that  we  are  called 
upon  to  do  a.thin^  abhorrent  to  every  notion  <rf 
Justice ;  and  as  friends  of  the  bank,  holding  the 
fate  of  the  institution  in  our  hands,  and  respon- 
sible to  the  country  for  the  continued  enjoy- 
ment by  the  people  of  tiie  advantages  which  it 
is  now  conferring  on  th|pi,  I  must  say  it  would 
appear  that  we  are  asked  to  betray  a  very  re- 
sponable  trust. 

Mr.  AiraBL,  of  New  York,  said :  As  r^ards 
tiie  app(^ntment  of  a  oommittee  to  inquire  into 
the  oondnct  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uidted  States 
I  do  not  consider  it  very  material  whether  it 
be  made  in  the  usual  manner  by  the  Speaker, 
or  in  the  unusual  manner  proposed  by  my  od- 
leagae,  (Mr.  Root,)  by  ballot  of  the  House.  Ha 
respectful  opinion  I  entertain  of  the  members 
of  this  House  will  not  permit  me  to  beHeve  that 
the  committee,  in  whatever  mode  selected,  will 
consist  of  other  than  honorable  men,  de^ly 
sensible  of  their  obligation  to  probe  its  ooncema^ 
and  resolved  to  do  titeir  duty  in  a  manner  fbar- 
less  of  tiie  bank,  and  honest  to  the  country. 
But  some  of  tiie  reasons  ass^ped  hy  gentleniat 
for  th^  great  solicitude  to  have  tiie  oommittee 
appointed  by  the  ballot  of  the  House,  if  they 
cannot  awaken  a  susindon  of  th^  motive, 
pear  to  me  very  extraordinary.  WhQe  they 
pay  the  highest  compliments  to  the  integrity  oi 
the  Chfur,  express  the  most  unlimited  confi- 
dence in  the  Speaker,  and  expressly  Hiflclitim  aU 
suspicion  of  partiality  on  his  pi^  they  urge 
the  appointment  of  the  committee  by  the  ballot 
of  the  House,  to  relieve  him  fronf  the  respon- 
sibility which  he  incnre  every  day,  and  on 
every  other  subject  of  appointing  the  commit- 
tee. Why  do  gentiemen  urge  us  to  depart  from 
the  ordinary  mode  of  appomting  the  commit- 
tee, while  th^  declare  th^  hsm  notldng  to 
fear,  and  fear  nothing  from  the  appointment  of 
it,  in  the  ordinary  mode,  by  the  OhaJirt  To 
justify  the  extraordinaiy  course  proposed,  some 

good  reason  should  be  shown.  None  such  has 
een  offered,  or  can  be  pretended ;  and  I  do 
not  feel  myself  justified  without  cause  to  depart 
from  the  safe  and  ordinary  mode  of  appointing 
the  committee  by  the  Speaker,  to  the  nnoertun 
and  extraordinary  mode  of  a  tallot. 


Simt  tfOe  VmUd  ,8tt(«— /Agwuy  tato  iU  Cbmiaet. 


Digitized  by  Google 


629 


DEBATES  OF  C0NGBES8. 

IUbo^  1888.}  Bmk  iff  the  Unittd  Btata—Inguiiy  iao  QmdMet. 


Ti;zflDA.T,  March  18. 
Sani  <if  the  United  Statu — Inquiry  into  itt 
Conduct, 

The  Honse  resumed  Mr.  Clayton's  resoln- 
tion,  the  qaestioa  being  on  Mr.  Boot's  propo- 
rtion to  appoint  the  oommittee  \>y  btdlot^ 

[A  mart  ^BacoidTe  debate  ensud,  in  wbioh  ¥r. 
Boot,  Kr.  Angel,  Mr.  Beardde;  and  Mr.  ColDer,  all 
of  New  Tortc,  took  part,  and  in  which  New  Toi^ 
poUtica  come  in  for  the  largest  share  of  discussion ; 
at  the  end  of  wfaicfa  the  qoestfoa  was  loudly  called 

The  qnestion  was  then  pnt  on  Mr.  Booths 
amraidment,  (to  hare  the  committee  appointed 
by  ballot,)  and  the  vote  thereon  stood — ^yeaa 
101,  nays  99. 

Before  the  result  was  announced  from  the 
Obair,  Mr.  Plummsb,  who  bad  voted  yea,  asked 
leave  to  change  his  Tot&  and  then  voted  nay. 
This  made  the  vote  staiia— yeas  100,  nays  100. 

The  Speaebb  gave  the  casting  vote  in  the 
n^cative ;  and  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Waykb. 

Mr.  Waynb  took  the  floor  in  support  of  it. 
When,  add  he,  the  discnasion  began  upon  the 
resolution  moved  by  my  oolleagne,  (Mr.  Olay- 
TON,)  it  was  not  my  intention  to  have  engaged 
in  the  debate.  But  the  declarations  of  gentle- 
men, that  if  a  Oommittee  of  Inquiry  should  be 
allowed,  it  must  have  a  very  limited  time  for 
investigation,  and  shall  be  considered  prepara- 
tory to  the  discussion  of  the  bill  for  the  renew- 
al of  the  charter  of  the  bank  at  this  session  of 
Congress,  induce  me  to  remonstrate  against  a 
oourse  which  seemingly  grants  what  is  asked, 
but  will,  in  effecL  be  a  denial.  If  a  flill  inquiry 
be  intended,  such  as  the  momentous  interests 
connected  with  the  snl^^t  demand,  the  oom- 
mittee to  vUch  it  may-  bd  oonflded  should  be 
Alt(»ether  unrestricteo.  It  shonld  have  the 
confidence  which  is  |^ven  to  all  committees 
raised  for  other  purposes.  If  it  ^all  not  have 
it,  saoh  an  unprecedented  departure  from  the 
uniform  practice  of  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
camiot  uil  to  attract  public  attention,  and  it 
will  demand  a  justification  for  it,  of  a  very 
different  kind  from  the  ungracious  suspicion  so 
often  expressed  in  this  debate,  that  the  resolu- 
tion for  inquiry  has  been  introduced  only 
for  the  purpose  of  postponing  to  another  ses- 
sion of  Congress  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  bank.  Qentiemen  in  their  great  anxiety  to 
precipitate  na  to  sn(A  a  oonclnuon,  are  ni\}n8t 
to  their  opponents  and  to  themselves,  for  tiie 
restriction  as  to  time,  taken  in  connection  with 
their  strenuous  efforts  to  have  a  committee 
chosen  by  ballot — another  very  unusual  depar- 
ture from  onr  practice— may  be  justifiably 
thought  to  be  intended  to  defeat  inquiry  alto- 
gether, or  to  have  a  very  imperfect  and  partial 
examination  into  the  affairs  of  tJie  bank.  Tho 
limitation  iffoposed  must  prooeed  from  tbe  be- 


[H.  or  R. 

lief  that  a  ftiU  invest^tion  can  be  made  in 
three  or  fonr  weeks,  and  that,  either  from  want 
of  industry  or  some  sinister  reason,  it  will  not 
be  done.  Sir,  the  latter  has  been  sdd,  but 
with  the  customary  caution  of  insdnuation. 
Can  it  be  nght  for  as  to  make  such  a  presump- 
tion in  advance  of  a  conunittee,  to  which  any 
duty  is  to  be  assigned?  Our  legislation  may 
be  searched  in  vain  for  an  example  to  justify 
any  snch  restriction.  Gentlemen  are  confident- 
ly asked  to  produce  one  from  onr  journals.  It 
cannot  be  done.  They  will  show  no  such  im- 
putation upon  any  previous  committee  x  and,  in 
the  most  unoffending  tmt  poritive  spirit,  I  wU 
say  the  proposition  is  as  little  worthy  of  t£ie  mag* 
nanimi^  of  those  by  vhom  it  will  be  sastdnea, 
as  it  will  if  adopted,  be  derogatory  to  those 
who  may  be  chosen  to  make  the  investigation. 
It  strikes  some  of  us  to  be  so  singular,  that  if 
we  did  not  know  the  sincere  characters  of  the 
gentlemen  who  have  advocated  it,  we  should 
say  it  was  designed  to  defeat  all  inquiry,  by 
making  it  difficult,  if  not  impo^ble,  for  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  to  find  gentlemen  who 
will  willingly  undertake  the  duty,  nnder  snoh 
restndnts. 

Bat,  they  will  be  found ;  the  purposes  we 
have  in  view  must  not  be  defeated  by  any  re- 
sentment which  the  oourse  pnrstted  by  onr  ad- 
.  versaries  may  excite.  My  colleague,  and  the 
gentiemen  who  may  be  associate  with  him, 
will  do  their  duty ;  and  let  me  tell  you,  sir, 
what  will  be  the  result.  They  will  report  to 
yon  that  they  baVe  not  had  time  allowed  to 
make  a  fnll  and  satisfactory  examination,  but 
they  will  report  enough  to  convince  the  people 
of  this  country  of  the  propriety  and  necessity 
of  a  thorough  scrutiny  mto  the  management  of 
the  bank,  and  the  operation  of  the  system  as  it 
is  now  organized,  upon  ^reat  national  interests. 
Do  gentiemen  really  beUeve  that  an  examina- 
tion with  the  view  of  showing  the  extent  to 
which  the  bank  has  fiilfilled  the  purposes  of  its 
creation,  and  to  illustrate,  by  its  past  operati(ms, 
the  future  effect  of  snob  anmstitntioD  upon  the 
political  condition  and  pecuniary  wel&re  of  this 
country,  can  be  made  m  three  or  fonr  weeks  i 
If  they  do,  sir,  it  is  because  they  have  very  im- 
perfect and  limited  notions  of  the  partionlar 
topics  which  shonld  be  embraced  in  the  inquiry. 
Four  weeks  will  not  be  time  enoagh  to  examine 
effectually  into  the  transactions  of  the  past  year, 
much  less  to  report  upon  the  defects  of  a 
system  which  can  only  be  exhibited  by  ex- 
posing its  management  and  its  results  in  detail, 
from  the  time  of  its  organization.  What  led, 
rir,  to  the  disastrous  mismanagement  of  the 
bank  durinir  the  two  first  years  of  its  existence  t 
In  part,  d^ots  in  its  organization^  which  the 
advocates  of  the  bank  even  sow  do  not  propose 
to  remove.  Powers  and  privileges  which  were 
abused,  and  which  they  still  desire  to  retain. 
The  warning  voice  of  experience  is  to  be  disre- 
garded ;  and  because  ita  obasten^g  hand  has 
not  been  felt  in  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  wo 
are  to  be  called  i^on  to  ratev  ita  oharter  at 
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this  session,  with  very  immaterial  modifications. 
If  done,  it  will  leave  the  great  interests  which 
the  bank  was  intended  to  preserve  and  regulate, 
to  the  contingency  of  its  being  always  managed 
by  intelligent  and  didnterested  men.  If  the 
inquiry  is  to  be  limited  to  an  inTMtigatioa  of 
the  frandnlent  practices  which  have  been  im- 
puted to  the  bank — into  vhioh  ita  advocates 
show  great  readiness  to  enter,  as  I  believe  they 
may  well  do— a  day,  an  hour  of  onr  time,  would 
be  thrown  away  upon  snch  a  purpose,  and  I 
should  be  indifferent  to  the  disposition  which 
the  House  might  make  of  the  resolution.  For, 
Sir,  opposed  as  I  am  to  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter of  the-hank,  I  hare  no  belief  in  any  of  those 
charges  which  assail  the  honor  of  those  to  whom 
its  management  has  •been  confided,  since  the 
termination  of  the  inquiry  made  hj  a  commit- 
tee of  this  Honse  in  1819. 

I  choose  to  express  my  disbelief  in  strong 
terms,  that  my  past,  and  what  shall  be  my  fii- 
tore  ftttitode  to  the  bank  may  not  be  misunder- 
stood or  miarepresented.  I  fear  too  that  the 
generons  temperament  of  my  colleague,  in  his 
ardent  pursuit  of  a  pnblic  duty,  has  hurled  him 
into  charges  ag^st  the  bank  which  he  will 
find  cannot  be  sostained.  Some  of  them  are 
imputations,  only  because  the  power  to  commit 
them  exists,  and  others  are  ^e  sn^estions  of 
]}ersona,  whose  interests  having  been  interfered 
with,  have  a  reckless  disregard  of  what  is  due 
to  the  characters  of  honorable  men  in  a  respon- 
mble  paUic  trust  That  there  have  been  in- 
staocea  a£  abuse  and  impropriety  by  some  agents 
of  the  bonk,  oannot  be  denied :  oooasional  vio- 
Utions  of  the  carter,  in  its  letter  uid  spirit, 
I  can  show  and  prove ;  habitual  extensions  of 
tine  letter,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  charter, 
exist ;  but,  sir,  I  am  urged  by  candor,  as  well 
as  by  a  desire  to  prevent  the  bank  from  using 
a  triumphant  vindication  of  itself  from  un- 
founded accusations,  to  cause  popular  reaction 
in  its  favor,  to  declare  that  we  have  no  proof, 
nor  gronnds  for  strong  suspicion  that  the  affairs 
of  the  bank  have  been  cormptly  managed;  or 
that  it  has  pursued  a  course  under  the  powers 
which  it  possesses,  inconsistent  with  what  per- 
sons in  trade  cm^der  to  be  the  allowable  usages 
of  trade,  and  which  would  be  common  to  all 
oorporauons  of  the  same  kind  having  ^ilar 
powers ;  or  that  it  has  by  enormous  gratuities 
concUiated  eminent  professional  gentlemen  to 
give  to  it  political  support ;  or  that  it  has  by 
loans,  in  any  unaccustomed  way  of  making 
themj  and  without  proper  security,  bought 
aaxiliariea  or  subsidized  the  press.  Sir,  profes- 
sional honor  in  this  country,  and  that  of  such 
men  as  the  bank  employs  to  advise  it,  is  above 
temptation.  Their  services  require  and  entitle 
them  to  liberal  compraisation.  And  as  for  the 
press,  it  is  not  for  l^ht  causes  in  this  country 
and  in  this  age  that  our  confidence  in  its  purity 
gbmild  be  impaired.  With  different  degrees  of 
abiUty  and  character  in  those  who  eondnot  it, 
they  are  sentinels  by  day,  and  by  idght,  over 
the  improving  oonditicoL  (»  men,  urging  on  pub- 
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lie  opinion  in  every  nation  to  an  increasing  war 
against  all  abuses  standing  in  the  way  of  repre- 
sentative and  free  Government.  They  are  tb» 
first  to  hunt  down  the  faithless  of  their  own 
corps,  and  relentlessly  expose  such  of  them  as 
are  worthless,  or  only  suspected  of  being  so. 
In  this  oomiti7,  all  business,  as  wdl  as  tut  of 
the  Qovemmeint,  is  conducted  upon  liberal 
credit,  and  no  other  kind  requires  for  success  so 
much  of  it  as..the  press.  Yes,  sir,  I  acquit  the 
bank  of  all  such  charges.  I  wish  I  could  do 
so  of  a  departure  from  uie  correct  principles 
banking,  specially  in  the  last  year.  If  it  sbsil 
be  conunued  with  an  eye  alone  to  dividend  it 
will  be  no  longer  an  engine  combining  great 
national  utility  with  a  liberal  profit  to  the  stock- 
holders, but  exdu^vely  the  latter.  Hy  oppon- 
tion,  therefore,  shall  not  be  founded  eitiier  upon 
an  abuse  or  non-user  of  the  charter,  though 
such  an  inquiry  is  altogether  proper.  It  will  be 
agiunst  the  system,  with  its  present  organiza- 
tion. At  a  proper  time  I  will  explun  my  ob- 
jections faSj  to  the  House.  To  its  ofSceis  and 
directors,  I  have  not  nor  shall  I  make  any 
odious  exception.  They  are  from  the  mass  of 
society  with  ourselves,  must  have  characters  to 
obtain  their  places  equal  to  any  which  we  carry 
before  onr  constitaents  to  get  ours,  and  the^ 
have  the  same  Inducements  to  preserve  tiieir 
reputations  and  the  purity  of  our  institntions. 
They  will,  of  course,  from  long  employment  aiwl 
connection  with  the  bank,  become  biassed  in  its 
favor,  and  so  much  so,  as  not  to  see  or  npre- 
hend  the  bnrtfol  results  which  others  anticipate 
fhmi  an  in^tntion  with  such  powers.  Oeen- 
l^ed  and  abstn-foed  in  their  duties,  and  from  be- 
ing every  day  witnesses  of  the  rcui^  and  asnat- 
ance  given  by  it  to  men  engaged  in  commeroe, 
they  may  become  indifferent  to  that  course  of 
thought  which  traces  out  the  influence  it  may 
have  upon  onr  politicid  system,  and  to  the  nn- 
eqoal  privileges  which  it  enjoys.  And  the  first 
is  no  small  evil,  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
bank  has  now  five  hundred  agents,  and  will 
have  a  thousand,  as  intelligent  as  any  men  in 
the  country  in  the  business  of  life,  knowing 
enough  of  the  pecuniary  engagements  of  tlieir 
fallow-citizens  to  give  them  infinence,  distrib- 
uted tiironj^oiit  our  most  populous  cities,  and 
though  separated,  who  may  act  with  concen- 
trated energy  to  produce  the  same  impreeriou 
in  moments  of  strong  political  exdtament. 

"  I  see  men's  jadgmeDts  are 
A  parcel  of  their  fortones;  and  things  ovtvard 
Do  draw  the  inward  quality  after  them," 

But  I  feel  assured  that  such  men  as  it  will 
always  be  the  interest  of  the  bank  to  employ, 
cannot  be  made  the  instmments  of  any  corrupt 
violation  of  its  charter.  And  for  its  fdr  deal- 
ing, the  nature  of  the  institution,  and  tiie  mnl- 
ti^icid<Hi  of  its  agents,  are  a  security.  Bnt 
there  is  no  goaianty  aramst  the  interi^enoe  oi 
so  gigantic  a  moneyed  Inflnoioe,*  made  np  nl 
the  ftands  the  Government  and  tikose  of  in- 
Avldnala,  in  fhoae  hot  party  oontenlkaia  whkh 
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mnat  ocoar  in  this  nation  even  more  frequently 
than  they  have  hi^pened.  No  sQarantj  to 
prevent  its  inflnenoe  upon  mnoh  or  the  le^da- 
tion  of  Oongreea.  I  do  not  make  the  alloncm 
with  any  intentum  of  arraying  popular  fMlii^ 
against  the  renewal  of  the  charter.  I  diadem 
them  altoKether.  Upon  sneh  a  qnestion,  pre- 
Jndioes  TU  be  too  indefli^te  to  De  lasting,  if 
any  hoDCSt  man  coold  wish  them  to  be  ao,  or 
that  they  might  have  uiy  bearing  npon  the  de- 
caaion  of  the  question  by  this  House  or  by  our 
coQstituents.  Beddes,  sir,  any  attempt  to  ex- 
cite them  will  be  a  most  uieqnal  war.  Those 
who  engage  in  it  here,  will  nave  but  a  short 
time  to  wage  it,  and  the  bank,  abundantly  able 
to  do  so,  will  carry  on  the  campaign  year  in 
and  year  out,  to  counteract  all  false  impressions. 
And  let  US  not  In  this  eontrov^ay  fear  to  admit 
-that  the  duly  oonvenienoes  vhidi  it  can  &iriy 
give  to  all  damtn  of  persona,  and  which  are 
afiinrded  by  the  dronlation  of  its  notes,  will  ontr 
weigh  an  oppceltion  not  fonnded  npon  high  and 
corraot  principles.  We  read  history  to  profit 
by  its  examples,  and  oar  own  furnishes  a  warn- 
ing npon  the  point  strong  enough  to  jostify  any 
allusion  to  what  may  be  the  politicEd  inflaenoe 
of  the  bajik.  Is  there  a  gentleman  in  this  House 
who  will  deny  that  for  more  than  twelve  years 
after  the  first  bank  charter  was  granted,  it  was 
not  a  tremendous  agent  in  Uie  party  con^ver- 
siea  of  that  period  ?  The  bank  acted  aa  a  part^, 
throwing  alt  its  weight  into  the  scale  of  feder- 
aUsm,  by  excluding  from  ite  o£Bces,  and  its 
direction  everywhere,  every  candidate,  though 
only  suspected  of  having  different  politics.  And 
sorarwas  this  carried  upon  one  memorable  oooa- 
aion,  when  the  nation  was  divided  into  bitter 
differences  of  ot)inion  upon  the  propriety  of 
ratifying  the  treaty  of  1794  with  England,  and 
when  the  father  of  his  country  hesitated  to  do 
so,  that  the  directors  of  that  hank  united  official- 
ly in  a  petition  to  influence  the  deliberations  of 
the  Senate.  I  rate  the  incident  without  mean- 
ing to  give  any  opinion  upon  the  controversies 
of  that  day,  or  upon  3Cr.  Jay's  treaty,  but  to 
make  the  warning  more  impressive,  aa  a  reoent 
attempt  haa  been  made  by  a  respectable  and 
talented  coav«ntioa  of  the  oppontitm  to  the 
Adndmstration,  held  at  Baltimore,  to  make  the 
renewal  of  the  bank  charter  a  party  qnestion. 
The  ability  of  this  histitutioD  to  mterfere  In 
public  concerns,  arises  from  its  large  capital, 
from  the  collection  of  the  revenae,  by  which 
persons  who  have  Government  dnes  to  pay  are 
forced  to  make  tbeir  deposits  in  it,  and  to  aid 
in  paying  them ;  from  the  use  it  has  of  the 
Gh>vemment  deports,  and  from  its  extended 
circulation,  making  an  aggregate  of  aviulable 
means,  amounting  at  this  time  to  seventy-seven 
millioDB  of  dollan ;  from  its  power  to  establish 
branches,  andasmai^utheypleaseinaSts^ 
whetiier  the  looali^  of  them  be  oommeroial  or 
not^  and  bank  ita  bong  permitted  to  lend  money 
at  long  dates.  I  do  not  mean  the  political  effects 
from  otsrapt  infloenee  npon  personii  bat  tiie 
Bileiiti  Diueeii,  mre  oreation  of  a  fimrth  depart- 
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ment  in  our  Government,  stronger  than  the 
other  three,  wielded  by  the  capitalists  of  the 
nation,  without  reaponail^ity  to  the  people, 
and  which  will  become  as  much  a  part  of  the 
constitution,  as  if  it  had  been  in  the  ratified 
draught  of  it  I  leave  the  snbjeot,  however,  to 
the  refiection  of  gentlemen. 

The  direct  question  for  our  determination 
now  is,  whether  an  inquiry  ahall  be  allowed  into 
the  management  of  the  bank,  (Its  advocates 
having  become  suddenly  convinced  that  it  was 
imprudent  to  oppose  it,)  with  a  limited  time 
for  investigation ;  and  whether  it  shall  be  con- 
mdered  a  kind  of  pledge  or  intimation  to  the 
public  that  the  charter  will  be  renewed  at  this 
session  of  Oongresa.  . 

We  may  learn  a  lesun  to  guide  os  in  this 
matter,  from  the  eantiols  ooorae  at  Oongreaa 
when  the  first  application  waa  made  for  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  1791.  A  memorial 
for  that  purpose  was  presented  to  thisHoosein 
1808,  three  years  before  the  time  fixed  fbr  the 
expiration  of  the  charter.  Though  urged  with 
earnestness,  and  with  talent  ftally  equal  to  any 
which  now  advocates  the  immediate  renewal  of 
the  present  charter,  the  ntmost  that  this  branch 
of  Oongresa  would  do,  was  to  refer  the  memo- 
rial to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House ;  ref- 
erence equivalent  to  a  reftisal  to  oonrfder  it 
during  that  session.  After  this  disposition  of 
it  here,  a  memorial  waa  presented  to  t^e  Senate, 
and  there  tiie  application  waa  thought  pranft> 
tnre,  and  was  referred  to  the  distinguished 
gentleman  (Mr.  Gallatin)  who  ihea  presided 
over  the  Treasory  Department,  with  instruc- 
tions to  make  a  report  upon  the  subject  at  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  In  eleven  months 
after,  and  only  two  yean  before  the  ocpiration 
of  the  charter,  the  Secretary  made  a^report^  and 
urged  the  renewal,  but  with  modifioatioos, 
which  were  sagacious  anticipations  of  the  kind 
and  extent  of  discontent  which  the  organization 
of  any  bank  without  them  would  occasion.  The 
report  also  stated,  with  positive  approbation, 
the  services  the  bank  had  rendered  to  the  Got- 
emment  in  loans,  Its  utility  in  collecting  keep- 
lag,  Mid  tranamitting  the  revenae ;  and  it  con- 
tained 8  statement  of  ita  ocmdition,  ranch  and 
deservedly  calculated  to  uilist  pnUio  sentiment 
in  its  support  For  it  had  more  specie  in  its 
vaults  than  it  had  notes  in  circulation,  with  a 
reserved  fund,  arinng  from  undivided  profitB, 
of  more  than  five  hnndred  thousand  dollars,  to 
meet  losses  which  might  occur.  What  a  con- 
trast to  the  condition  of  the  present  bank,  aa  is 
exhibited  by  its  monthly  statements,  and  of  its 
relative  claims  to  a  renewal  of  the  charter. 
With  only  seven  millions  of  specie,  twenty-five 
millions  of  notes  in  circulation,  sixty-six  mil- 
lions of  discounts,  and  a  foreign  debt  of  sixteen 
hnndred  thooaand  doHan,  earning  not  tmly  ita 
total  inability  to  relieve  the  impending  com- 
mercial embarrassments,  but  probably  coercing 
it  to  increase  them,  by  a  rednotion  of  loans, 
nnlasB  this  neoesn^  sluU  be  obviated,  a  free 
use  of  Government  deposits,  or  by  a  greater 
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rise  in  the  valne  of  oar  exports  than  can  be  an- 
ticipated. 

Bnt  Oongress  again  refbsed  to  consider 
direcdy  the  proposal  to  renew  the  charter, 
notwiuutandlng  the  report  and  eameet  recom- 
mendation of  Uie  Secretary,  though  nrged  to  do 
BO  by  much  talent,  character,  and  experience, 
and  by  all  those  considerations  connected  witii 
that  crisiB  in  oar  history,  which  plainly  indi- 
cated that  the  GoTemment  woQld  need  the 
greatest  facility  in  raising  supplies,  as  its  oUi- 
gation  to  maintain  onr  rights  and  honor  by  war 
was  becoming  every  day  more  apparent  The 
supporters  of  the  bank,  too,  osed  then  all 
those  expedients  and  persuasions  which  have 
hew  recently  repeated  here,  and  urged  tiieir 
oanse  by  menaces  of  e^  and  deploring  the  ruin 
which  would  be  ocoasioned  by  the  refusal  of 
Omgress  to  act  dedsiTely  upon  the  subject 
Nor  ^  Oongreas  refhse  to  do  so,  as  many  snp- 
poee,  in  consequence  of  party  feeling,  or  from 
any  resentment  against  the  bank  for  its  long 
ezclosive  political  oomplezioD;  nor  from  the 
preponderance  of  any  constitntional  objection 
to  snch  an  institution.  Prominent  men  of  tiie 
then  triumphant  party  were  advocates  for  &e 
immediate  renewal  of  the  charter,  and  all  who 
interposed  the  constitutional  objection  were 
uniformly  left  in  lean  minorities.  And  it  was 
as  well  known  then,  as  it  was  afterwards  in 
1816,  diat  Mr.  Madison's  views  of  the  force  of 
preoedoit  upon  constitational  points,  long  ao- 
quieseed  in  by  all  the  departments  of  the  Qov- 
emment,  would  induce  hi;n  to  ejgn  a  bill  for 
the  renewal  of  the  charter.  No,  sir.  Oon^^ress 
put  off  the  subject,  because  substantial  differ- 
ences of  opinion  existed,  as  they  now  do,  con- 
cerning the  powers  and  privileges  which  should 
be  given  to  a  bank,  as  to  what  should  be  its 
organization  in  connection  with  the  Government 
and  the  States,  But,  above  all,  for  a  reason 
operating  upon  ns  with  greater  force  tiian  it 
did  then,  and  which  we  cannot  upon  principle 
disregara — that  the  ninth  Congress,  not  bemg 
urged  to  act  by  any  positive  State  necessity, 
thought  it  womd  be  wrong  to  do  so  upon  a 
subject  more  properly  belonj^g  to  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  tenth.  This  commendable  delicacy 
to  its  successors  becomes  more  worthy  of  our 
imitation,  as  it  gave  to  the  people,  as  it  will 
now  do,  if  we  do  not  act  at  this  session  upon 
^  the  memorial,  an  opportunity  to  choose  their 
representatives  in  reference  to  the  opinions 
of  candidates  npon  this  great  national  question. 
The  only  safe  lef^ation  in  this  country  is  the 
reflection  of  public  sentiment,  after  a  full  oppor- 
tunity has  been  given  for  its  expression.  We 
have  then  a  safe  precedent  to  guide  ns  as  to  the 
proper  time  for  considering  the  question  of  a 
renewal  of  Qie  bank  diarter.  Another  sesnon 
of  this  OoQgreas,  an  entire  OoDgresB,  ib»  twenty- 
third,  and  a  put  of  the  first  session  ttf  the 
twenty-fourth  Congress,  will  intervene,  before 
the  charter  will  expire. 

The  people  will  bare  two  opportunities  to 
express  th^  oinnions  in  regard  to  the  bank,  by 
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the  election  of  their  representatives,  before  any 
necessity  will  exist  for  the  agitation  here  of  the 

aoestion  ol  the  renewal  of  the  diorter.  And 
Ixe  popular  branch  the  twenly-ttiird  and 
twenty-fourth  Oongresses  will  be  enlarged  l^^ 
the  addition  of  thirty  or  forty  members  to  be 
made  by  the  ratio  of  representation  which  m^ 
be  fixed  under  the  last  census ;  in  £act^  beii^ 
the  representation  of  our  increased  populatioa 
in  ten  years  of  more  than  three  millions  of  per- 
sons, now  in  effect  not  represented  here  accord- 
ing to  the  ^irit  of  the  constitation.  Does  not 
this  objection  outweigh  every  reason  which  has 
been  urged  in  favor  of  a  renewal  of  the  charter 
at  this  session  of  Congress?  With  it  staring 
us  in  the  face,  can  we  act  with  propriety,  nxlem 
forced  by  some  great  necea^ty  connected  with 
thegeneral  welure  of  the  oountiyl  It  is  not 
pretended  that  any  mch  edats,  and  no  one 
public  reason  has  been  given  for  precipitating 
action  np<Hi  the  snbjeot  It  will,  indeed,  be 
very  advantageous  to  the  stockholders  in  the 
bank  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  the  charter  at  this 
time.  And  the  Government,  if  it  retidns  its 
shares,  will  be  partakers  of  the  enhanoed  value 
which  will  be  given  to  the  stock  by  the  re- 
newal ;  or  the  bank  will  be  better  able  to  pur- 
chase and  to  dispose  of  it  to  advantage.  But  it  is 
not  the  small  profit  which  the  Government  will 
receive,  or  any  oonamnnity  of  mcmeyed  interest 
between  it  and  individuals,  howevw  large  it 
may  be,  that  can  buy  away  the  impresalons  ct 
the  people  of  this  country  of  thdr  right  fidlT  to 
canvass  ev^  measure  oS  great  natifHial  mo- 
ment, with  tiie  view  of  throwing  tfae  finroe  d 
their  wishes  and  opinions  into  the  aealeftflefpa- 
lation.  Without  any  very  sendtive  ^prdiai- 
sioQ  of  popular  displeasure,  or  any  desire  to 
excite  it  m  others,  I  must  declare,  sir,  that  we 
win  deserve  it,  if  the  right  of  our  constituents 
to  be  heard  npon  this  subject  shall  be  disre- 
garded by  us.  A  conscientious  responsibility  to 
principle  will  prevent  me  from  b^ng  a  party 
to  any  such  usurpation  of  the  priTUC^  ana 
expectations  of  the  peo^e. 

As  we  are  not  ni:ged  by  any  pnblie  neoeari^ 
to  act  at  this  sesBlon,  let  us  inquire  if  there  be 
any  meritorious  cause  connected  with  the  bank 
itself,  which  should  Indnoe  ns  to  do  so.  It  is 
said  to  have  been  prudently  and  skilfoHy 
managed,  and  to  be  at  this  time  in  the  soundest 
condition :  to  be  entirely  adequate  to  maintain 
all  the  objects  for  which  it  was  made.  Its  con- 
dition, then,  does  not  explain  the  canse  of  the 
memorial  having  been  presented  to  this  House 
so  prematurely.  Does  any  thing  lower  in  tiie 
future,  to  prevent  the  bank  from  continuing  its 
loans  to  the  full  extent  of  the  proper  daims  of 
its  customers,  unless  the  ability  to  do  so  has 
been  impaired  by  ii^udicious  management  I 

Does  any  oanse  then  e^t  at  ^eseot^  w 
which  can  be  ^^reihea^ed,  to  oUwe  the  bank 
to  accommodate  its  business  to  the  ultfanato 
decision  of  Congress  upon  the  question  of  re- 
newal, in  such  a  manner  as  to  produce  great 
losses  to  the  pabUo^  or  even  mitoial  inoooTcn- 
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ienoe  f  Will  a  renewal  of  the  charter  now  pat 
It  in  fbe  power  of  the  bank  to  lesaen  the  com- 
mardal  embarraaamenta  which  are,  and  wiU  be 
for  a  year  to  come,  severely  felt  in  our  principal 
seaports  ?  A  fair  use  of  ite  ability  to  discoant 
nnder  the  charter,  is  the  nieasare  of  relief 
which  it  can  give,  and  this  cannot  be  extended 
by  renewal,  witLont  an  increase.of  its  capital, 
which  it  does  not  ask.  Are  the  friends  of  the 
bank  here,  or  elsewhere,  prepared  to  say  that 
its  transactions  of  the  last  year  have  not  deprived 
it  of  all  power  to  relieve  the  distresses  of  oar 
merchants,  if  they  shall  not  in  £act  aggravate 
them,  whether  the  charter  be  or  be  not  re- 
newed ?  In  tme  word^  rir,  does  the  bank,  by 
asking  fbr  a  renewal  at  tJils  time,  pit^ioee  to  be 
of  more  service  to  the  pnblic  t£an  it  can  be 
wi&ont  it  ?  WiU  it  giy9  to  the  bank  increased 
ability  to  be  useful?  Ko  saoh  intimation  is 
{^ven  in  its  memorial ;  no  one  will  venture  to 
surest  it.  The  conolusioa  then  mast  be,  that 
neimer  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  the  condition 
of  the  bank,  nor  any  anticipated  increased 
utility,  give  to  the  memorial  any  claim  to  our 
consideration.  Why  then  ia  it  orged  upon  as  f 
Hie  time  is  politic^Iy  favorable ;  the  extraor- 
dinary pressare  in  the  money  market  array 
around  the  bank  all  who  have  been,  or  hope  to 
be^  rdieved  by  it.  In  momenta  ox  pain,  men 
do  not  discriminate  veiy  accurately  into  the 
oanses  which  prodace  it^  or  hnndreda  who  have 
signed  petitions  in  &vor  of  the  bank  would 
have  detected  one  source  in  part  of  their 
sufferings,  Nor  are  we  accurate  judges  of  the 
means  of  relief  for  our  inflrmities,  or  hundreds 
who  anticipate  the  ud  of  the  bank  would  have 
seen,  ^m  its  annual  statoment^  that  it  was  not 
in  a  condition  to  give  it.  Bat  besides  the  time 
and  the  pressure  to  which  I  have  alluded,  as 
inducing  this  early  application,  perhf^s  the 
strongest  inducements  for  it  are  the  positive 
advantages  which  the  stockholders  wilf  derive 
from  an  early  renewal  of  the  ohartv.  I  call 
the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  nature,  extent, 
and  consequences  of  those  advantages,  oecanse 
tihe^  fi>rm  an  insuperable  obstacle  against  any 
action  upon  the  memorial  at  this  aession  of  Oon- 
gress,  and  all  of  them  may  be  obviated  by  post- 
ponement, and  a  little  arrangement  hereafter. 

If  the  charter  shall  be  renewed  now,  the  bank 
will  have  a  certain  existence  for  fonr  and 
twenty  years,  with  the  certainty  of  being  per- 
petuated. Admitting  that  its  dividends  shall  be 
no  larger  than  they  have  been,  the  stock  will 
advance  to  fifty  per  cent,  above  the  original  cost 
of  a  share,  in  cooseqaence  alone  of  the  time  for 
Its  duration.  If  it  shall  divide  seven  per  omt 
per  annum,  I  am  told  by  practical  men  who  are 
ready  to  make  the  investment  upon  the  oontin- 
gen<7,  that  a  purchase  at  fifty  per  cant  would 
be  a  profitable  apeoolation.  Bat  if  the  bank 
shall  divide  eight  per  cent.,  which  it  is  probable 
it  will  do,  considering  the  credit  it  will  ei\joy 
from  its  connection  with  the  Government,  the 
use  it  will  have  of  its  fimd^  and  the  power  it 
bos  over  all  State  banks,  and  that  a  diTidend 
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of  ei^t  per  oeaL  wjll  not  be  eqnal  \o  the 
average  annual  dividend  of  the  first  bank 
thronghont  the  whole  of  Its  term,  then  the  stock 
will  nse  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  above  tiie 
original  cost,  becaose  a  permanent  four  per 
cent,  stock  is,  and  always  will  be,  worth  par, 
and  because,  after  the  payment  of  our  national 
debt,  there  will  be  no  stock  besides  that  of  the 
bank,  of  such  general  currency  in  all  parts  of 
the  tJnited  States,  none  which  will  be  an  object 
of  such  general  investment,  nor  any  so  high 
abroad.  The  confidence  felt  in  the  stability  of 
this  Qovemment  by  the  capitalists  of  all  nations, 
under  snob  an  arrangement  as  now  exists  to 
pay  tiie  dividends  at  certain  points  in  Europe, 
must  produce  such  a  resnlt.  If  it  oonld  occur 
without  in  any  way  affecting  the  interest  of 
others,  It  would  be  a  Sufficient  reason  to  re- 
strain ua  from  renewing  the  charter  at  this 
time.  Our  legislation  shoidd  never  be  used  to 
increase  the  fortunes  of  any  class  of  persons, 
and  to  alter  the  relations  which  men  have  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view  to  each  other.  The 
accidents  of  life,  and  saperior  sagacity  of  some, 
change  them  often  enough  for  the  good  of 
society,  and  have  establisheid  an  economy  which 
l^islation  cannot  invade  without  producing 
discord,  discontent,  and  inequality.  The  objeo- 
tion,  too.  against  renewing  the  charter  at  this 
time,  will  be  more  obvions,  when  we  reflect 
that  we  shall  l^slato  laively  for  the  benefit  of 
foreign  stockholders.  They  now  own  more 
than  eight  millions  of  bank  stock.  The  renewal 
of  the  charter  will  increase  the  value  to  twelve 
the  moment  it  is  made.  In  less  than  three 
years,  certainly  before  the  present  charter  will 
expire,  it  will  be  worth  sixteen  millions.  Sir, 
let  me  not  be  misunderstood,  I  am  not  object- 
ing to  foreigners  investing  capital  in  our  insti- 
:  tntlons,  or  invoking  prejudices  against  the 
bank,  because  they  have  so  large  an  interest  An 
it.  This  is  not  the  time  to  discuss  that  point. 
I  am  not  now  permitted  to  do  so.  But  I  do 
object,  upon  the  sonndest  prindples  of  policy^ 
against  any  legislation  of  ours  which  does  not 
guard  against  the  oonseqaenoe  of  giving  a 
doable  value  to  the  investment  of  foreigners. 

Nor  must  it  be  forgotten  that  the  increased 
value  which  I  have  said  must  be  given  to  the 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  the 
charter  should  be  renewed  at  this  time,  will  be 
an  unfair  advantage  in  favor  of  the  holders  of 
it,  over  the  owners  of  stock  in  the  State  banks. 

The  sound  banking  capital  in  State  instito- 
tions,  in  our  commercial  cities,  is  near  ninety 
millions  of  dollars.  The  accommodations  afibrd- 
ed  by  it,  relative^,  against  those  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  are  as  six  to  one  at  leasL 
Its  impOTtance,  therefore,  is,  or  ought  to  be,  <rf 
great  national  consideration,  and  proteotion 
from  injury.  Why  then  should  we,  by  renew- 
ing the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Suites,  immediately  mLske  so  great  a  difference 
in  the  value  and  currency  of  those  respective 
stocks  I  Foreigners  are  b^pnning  to  impreoiato 
the  fltabilitj  cf  our  Stato  banka.  They  have 
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already  made  inTeetmenta  in  many  of  them; 
the  desire  to  do  so  is  increasing  as  our  nystem 
of  goreromeQt  is  better  understood  abroad. 
The  oonfederaoy  is  now  known  to  the  intelligent 
of  all  nations  to  be  made  np  of  distinct  polincal 
oommonitiea,  each  having  the  responsibility  of 
the  whole  far  its  oontraots  andpeomiiary  engage- 
ments, gaarantied  by  the  character  of  a  people 
eqnal  to  any  in  t'he  world,  and  by  all  that  ac- 
countability which  the  laws  of  nations  ex&ct. 
Jnst  then  at  the  moment  when  the  stockholders 
in  our  State  banks  are  beginning  to  re^  some 
of  the  fruits  of  sucoessfnl  management,  we  are 
called  upon  to  give  an  exorbitant  and  sudden 
rise  to.  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  will  destroy  all  competition  be- 
tween them.   This  cannot  be  right. 

It  has  oconrred  to  me  also,  sir,  that,  if  we  will 
adrert  to  the  history  of  the  bank,  ordinary 

Eradence  will  warn  va  not  to  pnrme  a  oonrse 
LTolving  even  an  apparent  pledge  to  consider 
the  renewal  of  Ihe  onarter  at  t£is  session  of 
Congress. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  management  of 
it  for  the  two  first  years  of  its  existence  was 
unfortunate  for  the  country  and  the  atook- 
holders.  Three  more  elapsed  before  it  suffi- 
ciently recovered  from  its  losses  to  be  exten- 
sively usefuL  Our  favorable  experience  of  its 
i^tility  mnst  be  collected  from  the  succeeding 
nine  years ;  for  the  last  and  the  tenth,  time  wiU 
determine,  and  that  not  very  dietinetily,  if  it 
shall  be  taken  into  the  aooonnt  in  &Tor  of  the 
bank.  Four  years  at  its  charter  are  nnezpired. 
and  yet,  with  saoh  results,  and  with  a  fifth  of 
its  existence  remaining,  Oongresa  is  asked  to 
deprive  itsdf  of  all  &e  advantages  of  ibture 
experience  growing  ont  of  its  transactions. . 
Sir,  Oongresa  should  have  the  longest  possible 
time  to  hna  an  opinion  of  the  utility  of  the 
bank,  and  to  know  how  &r  its  entire  manage- 
ment shall  entitle  it  to  a  renewal  of  life ;  tiie 
longest  time  to  ascertain  its  bearing  upon  other 
interests,  uid  to  mature  those  modifications 
which  the  dianged  conditi(m  ctf  omr  country, 
arising  from  its  entire  freedom  from  debt,  will 
make  proper  and  necessary,  whethw  this  bank ' 
ahall  be  rechartered,  or  another  be  made  to  take 
its  place,  with  all  and  more  than  its  ability  to 
be  useful,  and  wifliout  its  powers  to  do  harm. 

The  modifications  of  the  charter  which  have 
"boon  already  proposed,  form  a  curious  and  im- 
portant subject  of  inquuT',  and  interpose  strong 
objections  against  any  renewal  before  they  have 
been  fhlly  considered.  It  would  not  be  in: 
order  to  argue  tbem  at  this  time,  and  I  shall 
not  do  so.  Bat  it  is  allowable  to  advert  to  i 
them  in  detail,  tiiat  we  may  have  a  fall  onder- 
Btanding  of  the  bearing  which  they  have  upon 
the  main  qnestion  of  renewal.  8ome  persons, 
whose  experience  in  Govemment  and  banking 
rives  to  thdr  opitdons  great  weight,  declare 
that  it  is  unwise  for  the  Government  to  hold 
any  stock  in  the  bank.  And  Qxe  Government 
did  not  own  any  shares  in  the  first  bank. 
Others  otjeot  to  fiweigners  bung  pemdtted  to 


hold  any  stock  in  a  national  bank.  It  is 
thought  we  have  oi^ital  (mough  at  home  for 
the  purpose,  and  that  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  &cnn  snoh  investments  ehtmld  be 
cnred  to  onr  own  dtizois,  if  for  no  othw  end 
than  to  prevent  so  much  of  the  prodaetiTa  in- 
dustry of  the  nation  fh)m  being  carried  abroad 
annually,  to  pay  dividends  to  forragn  stoek- 
holders.  Mr.  Gallatin  oorrectiy  says,  sndi  n 
investment  by  foreigners  will  operate  as  a 
foreign  loan,  taking  from  the  country  the  annual 
interest  upon  it.  And  to  this  inconvenience  he* 
yielded  so  far  as  to  suggest  a  modification  of 
the  first  bank  when  it  ^plied  for  a  renewal  of 
its  charter,  providing  for  the  repayment  oi  its 
stock  held  by  foreigners  by  a  new  subseriptifm 
to  the  same  amount,  in  favor  of  citizens.  A^ain, 
it  is  stroi^y  mved  by  many  that  the  States  of 
this  Union  could  be  advantageonaly  interested 
in  a  large  portion  of  the  capital  of  a  bank,  not- 
withstanding  the  number  <k  inatitDtions  which 
they  have  chartered ;  that  snoh  an  arrangement 
might  be  made  without  in  any  way  interfteing 
with  the  fair  advantages  of  our  State  banks. 
The  abstract  proposition  has  the' authority  of 
Mr.  Gallatin  to  sustain  it.  'When  it  was  pro- 
posed to  inorease  the  capital  of  the  SrA  bank 
iVom  ten  to  thirty  millions,  he  proposed  that 
fifteen  mUlions  should  be  snbsoibed  by  the 
States,  and  suggested  that  th^  subscriptions 
should  be  p^d  in  ten  f^nmial  instalments.  And 
such  was  Ilia  regard  to  the  feeling  which  the 
States  had  shown  npon  this  subject,  that  be 
proposed  no  branch  ot  tbe  bank  ahonld  ba 
established  in  any  of  tiiem,  unless  ^gplied  far 
by  an  act  of  a  State  Legislatore.  Ixiere  are 
connected  with  the  suggestions  of  the  States 
being  interested  in  a  bank,  several  odiers  of 
much  importance.  For  instance,  what  portion 
in  the  direction  of  a  national  bank  should  be 
given  to  the  States  ?  At  what  rate  of  inter- 
est, and  to  what  amount  loans  should  be  made 
to  the  States,  and  what  tax  they  should  be 
allowed  to  levy  upon  the  capital  which  may  be 
assigned  to  the  branches  established  in  them  I 
These,  and  other  qnestions  of  ii»  same  ^nd, 
we  shall  have  to  discaaa  and  determine  when 
we  consider  the  memorial  for  the  raiewal 
the  charter.  For  one,  I  am  ffispoeed  to  do  so 
more  deliberate^  than  can  be  dote  at  thu 
session  of  Congress ;  and  for  a  reason  ^lart 
from  their  intrinsic  importance,  which  isL  that 
the  National  Government  having  assumed  irrev- 
ocably a  concurrent  power  with  the  States  to 
establish  banks,  it  is  proper  that  great  con- 
cessions should  be  made  to  the  interests  of  tbe 
latter,  that  their  power^  in  this  regard,  may  not 
be  raitirely  absorbed  m  that  which  has  heea 
assumed.  Other  modifications,  too,  of  great 
interest,  have  been  suggested,  and  which  we 
have  not  time  enough  at  tUa  ee&am  of  Ooa- 
gress  to  settle.  For  instance,  to  what  amoont, 
and  for  what  objects,  and  at  what  rate  vS  inter- 
est, the  Government  shall  borrow  from  th« 
bank ;  and  the  rate  <^  interest  which  the  bank 
shall  pay  to  the  Govemnment  for  its  oorrent 
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depoBtts.  I  peroeive  in  the  bill  reported  for  a 
renewal  of  tbe  charter,  tJnat  provision  is  made 
for  the  payment  <rf  interest  npon  depodts,  bnt 
the  rate  is  left  In  blank.  I  will  not  argne  now 
what  it  should  be,  bnt  I  may  say,  wtthoat 
making  anj  trespass  npon  the  priTileges  of 
debate  on  the  motion  before  ua,  that  no  ques- 
tion of  natjonal  interest  connected  with  the 
bank  is  so  important,  or  more  difBcolt  to  settle 
— reqniring  more  knowledge  in  detul  of  what 
the  bnsiness  of  the  bank  has  been  npon  de- 
posits. As  a  cfuestion  of  taxation,  or  to  lessen 
taxes,  it  is  of  incalcnlable  importance,  from  the 
revenne  which  sach  a  provision  may  be  made 
to  produce.  Sir,  tiiis  matter  is  not  well  nnder- 
stood  by  US,  because  it  is  a  novel  thing  in  this 
country  for  persons  to  reodve  interest  upon  de- 
posits in  bauB,  which  th^  maj^  draw  for  when 
th^  please.  Bnt  U  is  beoonung  known,  and 
will  be  practised  eztenrively  in  a  few  years. 
Banks  are  now  <^Mng  to  reo^ve  and  pay  an 
interest  of  three  per  cent  upon  current  deponts. 
Until  the  great  change  shidl  take  place  of  re- 
ducing onr  revenue  from  imposts  to  the  wants 
of  the  Government,  which  all  agree  should  be 
done ;  until  it  is  known  what  onr  revenue  here- 
after is  to  be,  the  rate  of  interat  to  be  paid  to 
the  Oovemment  upon  deposits  cannot  be  cor- 
rectly fixed,  as  it  most  l>e  determined,  in  great 
part,  by  the  amounts  which  the  bank  ^all  from 
time  to  time  have  in  use. 

It  is  maoh  questioned,  also,  if  the  privilege  to 
deal  in  foreign  exchange  ahonld  be  continued  to 
the  bank.  It  belongs  to  the  oommnnity  upon 

Erinoiple,  and  the  monopoly  which  the  bank 
as  of  It  at  this  time  is  nmde  profitable  to  it,  at 
the  expense  of  all  whose  business  accumulates 
fhnds  abroad,  uid  to  all  whose  debts  abroad 
reqnire  payment  there,  when  they  have  not  pro- 
duce to  e}iip.  Now  the  price  of  exchange  is 
no  longer  regulated  by  the  operations  of  trade, 
as  it  should  he,  but  by  the  power  of  the  bank 
to  make  it  rise  or  fall  at  its  pleasure.  «The 
bank,  with  its  unrivalled  means  and  credit, 
needs  only  to  expand  or  contract  its  loans,  and 
foreign  exchange  must  rise  or  ftll.  It  then  buys 
to  sul,  realizing  all  the  differences  eansed  by 
ito  own  oontrfvanoe.  You  have  given  the 
privilege  to  it,  to  apply  this  power  when  it 
pleases  to  produce  such  effects,  imd  it  may  be 
no  reproach  to  its  directors  to  use  it,  as  it  is  all 
in  the  way  of  trade.  But  the  inconveniences 
and  losses  caused  to  others  from  tifb  buik 
having  the  privilege,  at  leaat  demand  from  us 
an  inqairy  into  this  point,  that  we  may  know 
if  it  be  of  national  l)enefit,  or  exclusively  of 
bank  profit.  It  is  an  extensive  snbjeot,  and 
will  one  day  or  other  be  fhUy  discussed  here, 
tiiuQgfa  it  cannot  now  be  done. 

In  these  bnet  notices  of  the  modifications 
which  have  been  aoggested,  it  is  probable  some 
fliat  are  important  have  escaped  me ;  but,  sir, 
there  are  two  which  I  conndentiy  rely  npon 
the  good  sense  of  this  House  to  make  without 
faflritation.  I  mean  that  which  will  compel  the 
bank  to  reoeiT^  in  p^ment  ct  debta  due  to 


[H.  0V& 

itself^  its  own  notes  wherever  made  payable, 
and  Uiat  of  restricting  it  from  putting  into  cir- 
oulatioi  notes  o(  less  than  twenty  doUars.  The 
first  It  m^y  do  without  loss,  though  it  may 
lessen  profits.  But  it  should  be  remembered 
that  the  profits  aocnung  to  the  bank  by  its  not 
reoelvinf;  ita  own  notes  In  payment  of  debts 
due  to  Itself  are  indirect,  never  contemplated 
when  the  privilege  was  ^ven  to  it  to  issue  bills 
payable  at  its  branches,  and  only  to  be  made 
by  thb  bank  oashing  its  own  notes  at  a  dis- 
count, or  receiving  them  in  payment  at  the  rate 
of  the  difference  of  exchange  between  the 
places  where  a  debtor  of  tiie  bank  wishes  to  pay 
them,  and  where  tibe  bills  which  be  has  may  be 
payable,  or  the  debtor  is  forced  to  incur  the 
expense  of  a  discount  witii  the  bank  to  take  up 
its  demand  against  Mm,  thoof^  he  baa  ita  bills 
in  band,  or  a  sale  most  be  made  <tf  them  to 
l)rokera  at  a  loss  for  such  notes  as  the  bank  will 
receive  in  payment  In  either  event,  it  is 
increasing  the  sum  the  debtor  has  to  pay  to  his 
creditor.  The  contrary  practice  would  cause 
no  loss,  though  it  might  prevent  the  bank  from 
making  a  profit,  in  my  opinion,  altt^ther  at 
variance  with  the  liberal  spirit  in  whlc^  a 
national  bank  shonld  deal  wiui  the  publie. 

In  relation  to  the  restriction  of  the  issue  of 
notes  of  small  denominations,  it  is  strongly 
recommended  by  all  those  reasons  which  urge 
us  to  make  efforte  to  increase  the  metallic  cur- 
rency of  this  country.  Until  this  be  done,  the 
laboring  classes  of  our  people  will  never  be  put 
upon  an  equality  in  regara  to  flie  valae  of  the 
wages  they  receive  for  their  services,  with  that 
value  which  is  paid  to  all  other  persons  carry- 
ing on  any  kind  of  business.  The  five  doUar 
notes  issued  by  the  bank  are  no  doubt  of  great 
public  convenienoe  in  the  present  state  of  our 
currency ;  bat  they  are  pnncipally  so  to  travel- 
lers. They  are  of  no  convenience  to  persons 
who  are  stationary;  for  State  bank  notes  of 
similar  amounts,  where  they  are  put  out,  answer 
all  their  puiposes.  The  first  are  not  to  be  fonnd 
in  general  circulation.  The  State  banira  collect 
and  hold  them  as  ^tecie,  because  they  are  pay- 
able everywhere,  and  they  are  an  article  of 
traffic  in  onr  coontry  towna.  The  use  of  timn, 
then,  to  the  public  oontists  in  their  convenienoe 
to  travellers.  Now,  this  may  !»  obviated  by  a 
substitution  of  gold  coin,  which  we  have  the 
ability  to  make  to  the  full  amount  of  all  such 
notes  in  circulation.  It  is  only  necessary  for  us 
to  alter  our  present  false  statutory  relative  value 
of  gold  and  sUver,  to  a  correct  standard,  by 
which  the  inducement  to  export  the  gold  now 
coined  at  oi&  mint  will  no  longer  exist.  It  is 
probable  that  this  will  be  done,  as  the  pro- 
priety of  it  is  becoming  every  day  more  obvious. 
But  it  cannot  be  done  at  this  session  of  Oon- 
grees,  and  yet,  being  intended,  its  c(mneeti(»t 
with  the  oonenoy  is  so  important,  that  it  forms 
a  strong  reason  fi>r  us  to  abstiUn  from  makiiw 
any  Inqniry  into  the  affitirs  of  tiie  bank,  whieE 
shall  be  oonaiderBd  preparatoi;  to  the  renewal 
of  die  oharter  at  tbia  aeeaion.  But  a  more  lm> 
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portant  modification  of  the  charter,  and  one 
which  we  are  not  pr^ared  to  determine,  ie 
that  which  propoaes  to  limit  the  dividend  to 
stockholders  to  a  certain  interest,  and  to  deter- 
mine what  shall  be  the  dispoBition  of  the 
excess.  It  will  be  supported  by  great  aathori' 
ty,  and  comes  recommended  by  practical  men 
in  money  affura,  some  of  whom  are  in  favor 
of  rechartering  the  bank.  Whether  it  sh^]  be 
done  as  proposed  in  the  memorial  npon  onr 
table  from  Boston,  by  a  payment  of  one  per 
cent  npon  the  capital  to  we  Gtovenunent,  and 
by  permitting  the  States  to  tax  so  much  of  the 
capital  as  may  be  arai^ed  to  the  branohee  one 
per  cent,  or  by  limitmg  the  dividends  to  five 
per  cent,  and  paying  the  rarplns  into  the 
national  Treasnry,  are  qnestions  whidi  we  have 
no  right  to  determine,  until  the  States  shall 
liave  had  an  opportantty  to  express  themselves 
npon  the  point,  and  after  it  has  been  thoronghly 
canvassed  by  the  public.  Under  this  arrange- 
ment, the  iMmk  would  have  no  temptation  to 
use  extraordinary  means  to  extend  its  business, 
of  which  there  has  been,  and  npon  good  grounds, 
'  much  complaints  The  stock  wonld  in  ordinary 
times  be  yrarth  a  peminm  d  ten  per  cent, 
uid  those  who  hold  it  would  reap  a  owtain 
interest  of  five ;  advantages  mongh,  and  beyond 
which  no  pmdent  l^^alatioa  will  place  perma- 
nently the  capitalists  in.  any  natioQ,  This  and 
the  other  sugestions  for  a  modification  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank,  which  I  ha|e  mentioned, 
and  several  others  which  I  abstmli  from  bring- 
ing to  the  notice  of  the  House,  show  how  im- 
portant a  task  has  been  pot  npon  us  by  the 
mtrodnction  of  the  memorial,  and  how  vwn  it 
will  be  to  restrict  the  committee  which  may  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
bank  to  any  time,  with  the  view  of  passing 
upon  the  main  question  at  this  eession. 

A  more  interesting  I'eaBon,  however,  ranMns 
to  be  ^ven  for  the  postponement  of  this  subject 
to  a  distant  date,  we  are  now  npon  the  eve 
of  a  (diange  in  our  condition,  which  makes  tiiis 
nation  tiie  envy  and  admiration  of  all  other 
nations.  In  one  year,  and  three  before  the 
charter  of  the  bank  will  expire,  the  public  debt 
will  be  paid.  To  effect  this  triumph  of  our 
system  of  Government,  and  jubilee  for  our 
country,  it  is  proposed  to  dissolve  our  partner- 
ship with  the  bank  by  the  sale  of  the  Govern- 
ment shares,  and  this  can  be  done  advanta- 
geously. Who  can  foresee  the  effects  which 
will  be  produced  npon  our  policy,  general  con- 
dition, and  trade,  by  this  nation's  entire  freedom 
from  debt  ?  It  requires,  at  once,  and  we  are  at 
this  time  engaged  m  making  arrangements  for 
reduction  of  more  than  half  of  our  revenue 
from  imposts — onr  only  kind  of  taxation.  In 
whatever  way  it  may  be  done,  changes  in  the 
direction  ot  onr  oommeroe,  quantities  and  kinds 
of  produce  imported  and  sent  abroad,  must 
follow.  Capital  will  seek  other  or  more  ex- 
tended diannels  for  speculation  and  investment 
and  the  principles  regolating  ooosnmption  will 
probably  act  witii  an  energy  never  exp«i«uied 
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in  any  commercial  nation,  and  of  which  we 
cannot  have  an  idea,  until  the  effects  shall  be 
seen  and  felt.  Its  influence  upon  a^oulture, 
upon  the  staples  of  the  South  and  West,  and 
upon^he  mannfoctnres  of  tiie  North  and  East, 
must  all  be  now  left  to  conjecture.  Plans  tor 
public  improvement  and  uie  enterprises  of 
private  companies  will  extend  the  field  and 
requirements  for  labor,  perhaps  entirely  altering 
its  relations  of  value  and  employment  to  the 
existing  state  of  things.  What  aagad^  can 
foretell  the  changes  it  may  oocanon  in  our 
general  polio]%  and  upon  that  particolariy  con- 
nected with  the  di^osition  of  our  vast  national 
territory  ?  Upon  the  sale  of  that  portion  of  it 
lying  within  the  limits  of  the  States ;  upon  the 
applieatioB  of  tiie  revenue  to  be  derived  from 
the  sales  of  our  land,  now  more  than  three 
millions  annually,  and  increasing  in  defiance  of 
all  certain  oidculation?  Already  we  have  a 
proposition  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  sell  to  the  States  the  national  doraiun  ratnated 
in  them.  It  is  countenanced  extensively,  as 
t^e  best  manner  to  rid  ourselves  of  a  subject  <^ 
great  national  disquietude.  The  States  desire  to 
possess  the  lands.  They  are  jealous  of  tiiai 
control  which  we  must  have  over  the  lands 
while  we  continue  to  own  ihem,  but  which  they 
tiiink  interferes  with  th^  sovereignty,  actual 
interests,  and  prospective  welfare.  They  have 
some  reason  for  discontent,  as  the  payment  of 
the  price  of  the  lands  into  the  national  Treamiry 
exhausts  their  means.  This  evil  is  aogmoiting, 
and  may  ere  long  cause  feelings  which  this 
Government  is  not  strong  enough  to  control, 
but  by  the  exercise  of  powers  which  may  make 
it  too  strong.  The  Secretary's  proposal  is  and 
will  become  popular  in  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try. Something  of  the  kind  will  be  adopted 
in  a  year  or  two,  and  the  oiganiziUimi  of  a 
national  bank  ahoud  and  can  be  made  to  have 
some  reference  to  this  point,  by  wluofa  the 
Stat^  may,  more  conveniently,  and  without  the 
pressure  of  extraordinary  taxation,  make  tiie 
purchase.  The  twenty-six  millions  ct  dis- 
counts ffl^oyed  in  the  West  Bt  this  time,  by  the 
indulgence  of  the  bank,  and  its  five  millions  oi 
currency  in  bank  checks,  are  worthless  aocom- 
modations  compared  with  the  results  which  a 
due  regard  to  the  subject  may  produce  to  the 
Western  States.  It  will  not  be  as  the  bank 
loans  now  are,  money  accumulating  upon  the 
use  of  credit,  with  all  the  contingendes  attend- 
ing business  done  in  that  manner — the  mere 
increase  of  capital ;  but  a  national  bank,  prop- 
erly orgai^zed,  may  be  made  to  those  States 
tiie  means  oi  independenoe,  oi  Bowttigatj  mw 
all  the  lands  in  their  borders,  of  the  prerentioa 
of  oppressive  taxation,  of  an  inerease  oi  pcqnl^ 
tion  and  power. 


Wbdnxsdat,  March  14. 
Bank  of  tAtf  XJniUd  ^tM— Inquiry  into  itt 
Conduct. 

The  House  resumed  the  consider aCion  of  Hr. 
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Guttoh'b  resolaUon,  with  the  amendment 
offered  thereto. 

Ur.  HuBBiJtD  Bud  tiiere  had  been  s  discns- 
t&GD  ftf  abont  two  weeks  upon  the  original  reao- 
Intion.  Now  the  gentleman  from  Geonia,  (Mi. 
Watnx,)  from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Bcboks,) 
and  from  HassaohDsetts,  (Mr.  Adama,)  had  pro- 
posed amendments,  all  of  which  woud  proba- 
DI7  lead  to  further  disons^on.  He  would,  enb- 
mit  to  the  Honse  whether  other  badness  of  im- 
portance did  not  require  its  aotion.  He  niOTed 
the  previous  qnestion. 

A  call  of  the  House  was  moved,  and  carried ; 
and  after  the  call  of  the  House  had  proceeded, 

Mr.  Booh  moved  to  suspend  the  call. 

Mr.  McDuTFiB  said  the  quesUou  was  deciuTe 
for  Uie  bank,  and  all  its  ooaseqnenoes.  He 
hopii  there  would  be  a  fall  House  when  it 
was  taken.  The  subject  for  the  last  week  or 
two  had  been  disonssed  entirely  upon  one  side. 
Though  he  had  fdt  called  on  to  answer  several 
arguments  advanced  on  the  merits  of  Uie  bank 
that  had  been  urged,  be  had  abstdned  fdt(^ther 
frran  ent^cng  into  the  debate.  He  wanted  a 
report  on  the  subject ;  be  did  not  care  how  ex- 
tensive the  investigation  was,  if  it  left  time  to 
act  on  the  matter  here ;  be  never  could  votA 
for  the  inqnirf  without  a  limitation  of  time  as 
contemplated  hy  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
num  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adims.) 

Mr.  yfixsM  said  if  the  gentleman  ^uded  to 
him,  he  Mt  bound  to  taj  that  he  had  not  dis- 
oosaed  the  merits  of  the  bank  at  all ;  he  had 
(Hily  ttdeavored  to  show  the  neoeauty  of  an 
inquiry  into  its  af&in. 

Mr.  Book  withdrew  his  nM)tion  to  suspend 
theoaU. 

The  absentees  were  called  orer,  and  excuses 
made ;  eight  members  were  absent,  for  whom 
no  excuses  were  offered. 

Mr.  Lton  moved  to  suspend  the  call. 

Mr.  WioKUFFB  was  as  anxious  to  pnt  an  end 
to  the  discQBsion  as  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  (Mr.  Httbbabd,)  but  be  wished  the 
question  to  be  taken  m  the  nsiial  manner.  He 
would  vote  to  Buroend  the  call  if  the  previons 
question  was  vitodrawn,  otherwise  be  should 
vote  aninst  it. 

lb:.  WtLUAKS  wished  for  a  foil  expression  of 
the  sentiments  of  t^o  House  on  the  question. 
A  predpitate  decision,  in  the  absence  of  mem- 
bers, he  thou^t,  was  improper, 

Mr.  Jomrsoir,  of  Kentuckj,  stud  he  believed 
mo^  of  the  absentees  who  were  able  to  be 
present  were  at  the  door  w^tiug  for  admit- 
tance ;  if  the  call  was  suspended,  and  the  door 
opened,  the  House  would  be  as  faXL  as  it  had 
been. 

Mr.  HimBABD,  in  reply  to  the  appeal  made  to 
him  to  withdraw  the  previous  question,  sud  he 
thought  quite  time  eoongh  bad  been  spent  in 
tiie  &bate.  He  oould  not  oonaoit  to  opm  the 
door  to  another  three  weeks*  debate. 

Mr.  Adahs  said  he  doubted  whether  the 
Mutleman  would  find  his  otjeot  (stopping  the 
debate)  answered  bj  the  course  takoi.  The 
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printed  resolution  provided  that  the  committee 
be  chosen  by  ballot. 

The  Spej^bb  said  he  was  informed  bv  the 
Olerk  that  it  was  so  printed  by  Hie  mistake  of 
the  printer. 

The  Clerk  read  tlie  original  resolution  offered 
by  Mr,  OurroN. 

Mr.  Adams.  Suppose  the  resolution  is  adopt* 
ed  in  that  shape,  the  question  arises  as  to  the 
number  of  the  committee,  which  may  be  de- 
bated for  six  weeks.  The  gentleman  from 
Geoi^a,  (Mr.  Waynb,)  who  had  addressed  the 
Honse  greatly  to  his  satis&cfion,  said  he  did 
not  debate  the  merits  of  the  bank.  Sir,  if  a 
question  is  seriously  made  as  to  tbe  number  of 
the  committee,  the  merits  of  every  thing  will  be 
opoi  to  debate.  The  gentleman  from  New 
IlampsMre  (Mr.  HTraBABD)  will  not  accomplish 
the  end  in  new  by  moving  the  previous  ques* 
tion,  when  other  points  on  the  resolution  are 
open  to  debate.  He  Qb.  A.)  had  given  notice 
of  the  amendment  he  proposed  in  anticipation 
of  this  motion.  The  reason  of  his  amendment 
was,  that  the  ori^nal  resolution,  in  bis  opinion, 
transcended  the  powers  of  the  House. 

The  Spbahxb  said  the  question  before  the 
House  was  the  suspension  (X  the  call ;  the  pre- 
vioQs  question  was  not  a  subject  of  debate. 

Mr.  Adams  sud,  showing  the  original  resolu- 
tion to  be  an  impropw  one  afforded  a  very  good 
reason  against  suspending  thecalL  The  rela- 
tion was  improper,  because,  when  aa  inquisito- 
rial prooeeding  is  instituted,  care  shoidd  be 
taken  not  to  traosoend  the  powers  (tf  the  Honse. 

'the  Spbuxb  repeated  it  was  not  in  tnder  to 
debate  the  resolution  on  a  motion  to  suspend 
the  <Mdl  of  the  Hoase. 

Mr.  Adams  sud  he  was  not  debating  the 
resolution;  he  was  only  stating  the  grounds 
why  the  call  should  not  be  suspended.  In 
settiing  a  qnestion  of  so  much  national  impor- 
tance, which  involved  not  only  the  rights  of  this 
corporation,  but  the  power  of  the  House  itself^ 
there  sboold  be  a  full  attendance  of  the  mem- 
bers. The  amendment  he  should  propose  was 
founded  on  the  Idea  that  the  original  resolution 
transcended  the  power  of  the  House.  He  did 
not  wish  any  member  plaeedf  in  a  humiliating 
situation  before  the  Honse,  but  he  hoped  the 
call  would  not  be  suspended. 

Mr.  Root  said  be  hoped  the  call  would  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question  be  seconded,  that  the  debate  before 
tiie  House  might  proceed.  He  had  been  at- 
tacked by  two  of  his  colleagues  in  a  manner 
that  requfred  him  to  repel  or  ex^in,  or  both ; 
which  he  was  anxioos  to  do.  He  supposed  it 
would  not  be  proper  for  him  to  go  mto  the 
matter  at  this  tame. 

The  Spkaxib  said  it  would  not. 

Ur.  Boot  oould  not  vote  in  a  manner  that 
would  dmy  lumsdf  that  privilege. 

Ur.  EvRUR  would  ranark  that  the  previoaa 
queetiou  was  a  motion  odious  at  all  times;  its 
onlypn^er  interposition  is  what  the  friends 
of  a  meaanre  tiimk  the  oppoieiUB  have  pro- 
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tracted  the  debate  beyond  reasonable  limits. 
It  was  apparent  this  was  not  the  case  here. 
The  friends  of  the  bank  had  hardly  entered  into 
the  debate.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  Hampshire  QSx.  Hcbbab^  would  oonsent 
to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Httbbabd  Sfud  it  was  dne  himself  to  state, 
that  before  the  genUeman  from  Cteorf^  (Mr. 
Wathb)  addressed  the  Honse,  he  bad  attempted 
to  get  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  moving  the 
previoos  qnestion.  He  had  determined  to  em- 
brace the  first  opportonitr  for  that  purpose.  The 
import«it  business  which  pressed  itself  on  the 
attention  of  the  House  forbade  him  to  withdraw 
it,  especially  after  the  annunciation  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Root.) 

Mr.  Jbnifes  stud  if  the  previoiiB  question  was 
sastuned,  the  chairman  of  the  Oommittee  of 
W^s  and  Means  would  have  no  oppOTtunity  of 
vlndicatiDg  himaelf  and  other  persons  impli- 
cated. He  could  not  vote  to  deprive  them  of 
that  right. 

Mr.  CBAia  roae  to  inqnire  whether  this  gen- 
•     eral  debate  was  in  order. 

The  Bpbaeeb  said  it  was  in  order  to  diecuss 
the  propriety  of  snc^wnding  the  call,  bntnot  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Lton  withdrew  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  call,  in  order,  he  said,  to  pat  an  end  to  the 
debate.  It  was  immediatelj  renewed  hj 
anothw  member. 

Mr.  Bkabdslbt  said  the  qaestion  before  the 
Honw  was  the  suspenmon  of  the  caU,  which  is 
opposed,  because  tne  previous  question,  which 
foUowa,  will  prevent  tne  gentleman  from  South 
Oarolina  {Mr.  MoDdffib)  from  addressing  the 
House,  lliat  gentleman  certainly  does  not  wi^ 
to  address  the  House  agunst  the  ori^dal  reeo- 
lutioD.  When  it  was  proposed  to  send  it  to  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that  gentleman 
stated  that  the  inquiry  should  be  gone  into  fully 
and  completely.  He  presumed  he  did  not  wish 
now  to  cmange  his  ground.  The  object  of  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maasachu- 
setts  was  principally  to  append  a  limitation  of 
time  to  this  resolution.  He  would  inquire 
whether  that  limitation  could  not  be  equally 
well  effected  by  ivtructiona,  independent  of  the 
resdntion.  He  ahould  not  support  the  previous 
QueBtion  from  unj  wish  to  prevent  the  diseus- 
non  proposed  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Boor,) 
but  the  time  had  aitived  when  other  ol^jecte 
required  the  attention  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Boon  aaid,  as  the  question  was  about  to 
be  taken  on  suspending  the  call,  he  would  state 
that,  of  the  eight  members  who  were  absent, 
without  excuse,  two  were  uck  in  bed,  and  five 
or  six  were  in  attendance  at  the  door. 

The  question  on  suspending  the  call  was  car- 
ried. 

The  oaU  for  the  previous  question  was  then 
triedf  and  was  not  seconded  by  a  minority  of 
the  House ;  the  yeas  b^ng  80,  the  nays  100. 

Mr.  Adaus  said  he  would  now  move  his 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man, (Mr.  Watxr.) 


1883. 

Mr.  SuTHBBLAKD  wlshed  to  meet  the  amend- 
ments  separately. 

Mr.  AoxMB  thai  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Out  moved  a  oaU  of  the  House ;  which 
was  lost 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Watbs^ 
unendment,  and  lost — yeas  26,  nays  164. 

Mr,  AnATff^  tiien  moved  his  amw^^nwmt  tft 
tiie  original  rescdution,  as  foUowa : 

To  strike  ont  after  the  word  "upcrinted"  die 
reminder  of  the  resolution,  and  to  insert  "  to  la> 

spect  the  boo^  and  to  examine  the  proceeding 
of  the  Bank  of  tJie  TTnited  States,  to  report  thereon, 
and  to  report  whether  the  provisions  of  its  charter 
have  been  violated  or  not ;  that  the  sud  committee 
have  leave  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Pbiladelplua,  and 
abaU  make  their  final  report  thereon,  on  or  before 
the  fourteenth  day  of  April  next ;  that  they  have 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  em[doj 
the  requisite  clerks ;  the  expenses  of  which  shall 
be  audited  and  allowed  by  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts, and  paid  out  of  the  contbgmt  fiind  of  tUi 
House." 

Mr  Aokm'a  amendment  was  adopted  bj  tho 

following  vote : 

TiAS.— Messrs.  Adams,  Adair,  C.  Allan,  AIHsoi), 
Appleton,  Armstrone,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babcock, 
Banks,  K.  Barber,  John  S.  Barbour,  Barriogn, 
Barstow,  I.  0.  Bates,  Branch,  Briggs,  Bollard, 
Bard,  Gaboon,  Cboate,  Collier,  Lewis  CtHidict, 
ffilas  Coudit,  EleoUieros  Cooke.  Bates  Cooke, 
Cooper,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Cnug,  Cnne,  Crawford, 
Creigfaton,  Daniel,  John  Davis,  Dearborn,  Denny, 
Dewart,  Dickson,  Doddridge,  Drayton,  Duncan,  G. 
Evana,  J.  Evans,  E.  Everett,  H.  Everett,  Ford,  Gil- 
more,  Grennell,  Heister,  Hodges,  Horn,  Howard, 
Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ibrie,  Irvin,  Jenifer, 
Eendalh  Henry  King,  Letcher,  Uarshall,  Maxwell, 
B.  HcGoy,  McDoffie,  McKay,  HoKenuan,  Mercer, 
miUgan,  Huhlenbeis,  Newton,  Pearoe,  Pendletoa, 
I^tcher,  Potts,  J.  Reed,  Root,  Russell,  Wm.  B. 
Sbepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Smith,  Southud, 
Spence,  Staoberry,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Sntberfauid, 
Taylor,  P.  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Vance,  Ver- 
pluick,  Vinton,  Washington,  Watmoogh,  WiUdn, 
E.  Whittlesey,  P,  Whittlesey,  E.  D.  White,  Wkk- 
hffe,  Wilde,  Williams,  Young— 106. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Alexander,  R.  Allen,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Barnwell,  James  Bates,  Beardsley,  Bdl, 
Bei^en,  Bethune,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Boon, 
Bonck,  Bouldin,  J.  Brodhead,  J.  C.  Brodbead, 
Cambreleng,  Carr,  Carson,  Chandler,  China,  Gai- 
borne.  Clay,  Cla^on,  Coke,  Conner,  Davenport, 
Dayan,  Doubleday,  Folder,  Fitzgerald,  Foster, 
Gaitber,  Gordon,  Griffin,  T.  H.  Hall,  W.  BaO, 
Hammons,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hoffinan, 
Hogan,  Holland,  Hubbard,  Isacks,  Jarvis,  Jewett, 
R.  U.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  0.  G.  Johnston,  Ka^ 
vanagb,  Eeunon,  A  King,  J.  King,  Lamar,  Lao- 
^Qg,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  I^nt,  Lewu,  Lyon,  liaao, 
Mar^,  Mason,  McCarty)  W.  McCoy,  Hclntiie,  T. 
R.  Mitchell,  Newnan,  Nuckolls,  Fatton,  Retson, 
Polk,  E.  C.  Reed,  Rencher,  Roane,  Soole,  Spdg^it^ 
Standifer,  Stephens,  F.  Thomas,  W.  ThompsoD, 
J.  Thomson,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Wayne,  Weeks, 
Wheeler,  C.  P.  White,  Worthiogton— 92. 

Mr.  Adahb  moved  the  oommittee  oon^  td 
seven— adopted. 
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The  House  then  (at  eight  o'clock)  adjourned. 


MoNDAT,  ICaroh  19. 
Siihop  Flaget — Bmimon  <^  Dutia. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bene^ct  Joseph 
Flaget  was  read  a  third  time. 

[The  bill  authorized  the  remission  of  the  dn- 
tiee  on  certain  paintings  and  church  tVirnitnre, 

g resented  by  the  king  of  the  French  to  the 
latholic  Bishop  of  B^idstown,  Kentucky.] 
Mr.  HoGAn,  of  New  York,  regretted  uiat  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  passag«  of  the  bill, 
althoQ^  it  was  for  the  bencnt  of  the  inhabit- 
ants m  a  State  where  be  had  many  personal 
friends.  What  was  the  object  of  tiie  bill  ?  Was 
it  intended  to  secure  any  public  benefit  t  Did 
it  address  itself  eiUier  to  the  Justice,  the  equity, 
or  the  polity  of  tiie  House?  Did  our  constitu- 
tion recognize  any  connection  between  church 
and  State  t  If  the  bill  'had  been  in  a  general 
form,  extending  the  like  benefit  to  all  churches 
similarly  situated,  it  would  have  been  better 
entitled  to  consideration ;  but  what  was  its 
oltject  ?  To  remit  the  duties  on  certain  paint- 
ings presented  to  a  particular  church.  It  was 
but  two  days  since  that  the  House  was  very 
near  r^ot^  its  assuit  to  remit  tiie  doty  on 
BO  useM  an  article  asndlroadiroo,  thoogh  that 
daty  was  required  neither  for  protection  nor 
reveane.  Thu  bill  proposed  to  promote  no  na- 
tional interest — ^it  addressed  itself  to  the  mere 
liberality  of  the  House,  and  asked  Congress  to 
pay  back  from  the  Treasury  a  sum  of  money 
which  had  legitimately  come  into  it.  The  table 
of  the  House  already  groaned  with  the  loads  of 
petitions  on  subjects  pretending  some  lawful 
clfum  to  its  regard ;  but  if  the  House  proceeded 
to  ratify  mere  applications  to  Its  liberality,  the 
table  would  not  only  groan,  but  would  be  soon 
broken  down  with  the  mass  of  sioh  applica- 

tiCHU. 

Mr.  "VvsKLOFM  regretted  the  gentleman  frtnn 
New  Ymk  (Mr.  HoaAv)  had  not  selected  some 
other  ot  the  numerous  bills  which  had  been, 
and  were  now  upon  the  calendar,  to  press  the 
consideration  of  those  general  principles  to 
which  he  had  invited  the  attention  of  the  House. 
The  duty  of  defending  the  principle  involved  in 
this  bill  had,  however,  by  the  opposition  of  the 
gentleman,  been  devolved  upon  him,  and  he 
would  detun  the  House  but  a  very  short  time 
in  its  discharge.  About  four  years  since  he  had 
presented  the  application  of  the  worthy  indi- 
vidoal  whom  the  bill  proposed  to  relieve.  That 
application  had  alwars  met  with  the  fovor  of 
the  Ooninuttee  of  wars  and  Ifeana,  and  the 
hill  had  two  or  three  times  passed  this  Honse 
withoat  objection,  bat  was  never  acted  npon 
in  the  Senate,  for  want  of  time.  The  question 
was  again  before  us,  approved  by  the  united 
voice  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill. 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  House  wiU  pardon  me,  said 
Hr.  W.,  while  I  trespass  long  enough  upon 
their  time  to  do  Justice  to  a  wortby  man, 


[H.  OT  B. 

Bishop  Flaget,  for  whoee  relief  this  bill  is  de- 
signed ;  he  is  my  constituent  and  friend.  He 
is  a  man  who  has  devoted  a  life  of  near  seventy 
years  in  dispensing  acta  of  benevolence  and 
the  christi^  charities.  He  was  once  a  resident 
of  tills  District,  having  under  his  charge  the 
valuable  college  of  Georgetown,  where  his  la- 
bors in  the  cause  of  science,  morality,  and  reli- 
gion, will  long  be  remembered  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

His  destiny,  or  the  orders  of  the  church  to 
which  he  belongs,  placed  him  at  the  head  of 
the  Oathcdio  ohoroh  in  Bairdstown,  where,  in 
the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  bishop  and  philan- 
thropist in  his  diocese,  he  has  endeared  himsdf 
to  uie  community  whose  society  he  adorns. 
This  is  not  all,  nr.  With  his  own  means,  uded 
by  the  liberal  contribotion  of  the  members  of 
his  own  church,  and  of  individuals  belonging 
to  other  denominations,  he  has  built  up  a  col- 
^1^,  which  is  both  the  pride  and  ornament  of 
'the  littie  village  in  which  it  is  utuated.  In  this 
college  are  taught  all  those  branches  of  useful 
knowledge  and  of  science,  which  qualify  man 
for  the  dnties  of  life  and  its  rational  enjoyments. 
This  coU^,  without  the  aid  of  govenmental 
endowment,  brought  into  existence  and  sus- 
tained by  indiridiul  enterprise,  will  lose  noth- 
ing in  oomparism  witb  any  college  in  the  Union. 
Sir.  I  believe  it  the  best  west  of  the  monntaina. 
Di  it  are  annually  instructed  about  two  hun- 
dred of  the  youth  of  our  country  upon  terms 
moderate.  JiJii  we  have  in  its  discipline  a  per- 
fect guaranty  for  the  preservation  of  the  morals 
of  our  young  men.  Its  portals  are  opened  to 
all  denominaJ;ions.  Beligious  bigotry  does  not 
extend  its  unhallowed  infiuences  over  the  con- 
sciences of  the  professors  or  their  pupils.  The 
benevolence  of  its  founder  and  its  conductors  is 
felt  in  all  ranks  of  society.  The  orphan  and 
the  destitute  find  ready  access  to  the  benefits 
of  this  institution ;  and  when  there  is  an  in- 
al^ty  to  the  moderate  charges  of  board 
and  inBtmction,  none  are  made.  I  will  say 
nothing,  sir,  of  the  inunense  amonnt  of  money 
capen£»d  on  the  buildings  of  this  college. 

Oonnected  with  this  institution  is  the  cathe- 
dral and  church,  the  residence  of  Bishop  Flaget. 
The  expenditures  incident  to  such  an  establish- . 
ment  as  the  two  I  have  named,  have  been  mora 
than  equal  to  the  imvate  means  and  contribu- 
tions devoted  to  tne  purposes  of  the  institntion, 
and  its  founder  has  felt,  and  still  feels,  the  con- 
sequent embarrassm^ts.  These  embarrass- 
ments have  been  in  some  measure  relieved  by 
'considerable  donations  of  church  fhmitore  and 
coU^  ' apparatus,  from  parsons  in  Italy  and 
France.  The  dniies  npon  sooh  articles  have 
beoi  remitted  heretofore  by  tiie  liberality  of 
Congress.  The  articles  npon  which  doties  have 
been  paid,  and  which  the  bill  contemplates  to 
refund,  consist  of  paintings  and  other  articles  of 
church  fiimitnre,  presented  some  years  since  by 
the  then  Duke  of  Orleans,  now  King  of  the 
French,  to  the  Bishop  of  Bairdstown.  He 
ooold  not  refuse  to  accept  the  oflTering;  ao- 
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oepting,  however,  he  had  to  paj  the  duties, 
wnioh  your  revenue  laws  impose  upon  uHdes 
imported  from  abroad.  These  artiolee  would 
not  have  been  purchased  and  imported.  They 
have  not  been  brought  into  the  bonntrj  as 
merchandise,  do  not  enter  into  the  oonsnmp- 
tton  of  the  oonntry,  and  therrfore  do  not,  I 
humbly  conceive,  fall  within  the  principle  or 
spirit  of  your  revenue  system.  They  are  speci- 
mens of  art  and  taste  designed  as  ornaments 
to  a  house  of  public  worship. 

I*  trust,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  circumstance 
that  this  application  is  in  behalf  of  a  Catholic 
bishop  will  not  prejudice  the  mind  of  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House.  I  am  sore  it  does  not  the 
honorable  member  from  New  York,  I  would 
extend  this  relief  to  any  ohnroh  or  pnblio  insti- 
tnti(Hi,  and  to  none  aooaet  than  the  Gatholio. 
I  Uve  among  tiiem.  They  are,  like  other  de- 
nominations, honest  in  th<dr  reunoos  opinions, 
content  to  worship  in  the  mode  their  edtfoation 
and  habits  taught  them  to  believe  to  be  right, 
and  which  their  judgments  approve.  They  are 
honest,  industrious,  and  patriotic  citizens,  de- 
voted to  the  free  institutions  of  the  ooantry. 
I  mean  not  to  say  they  are  more  so  than  other 
denominations;  certainly  they  are  not  less 
patriotic  and  liberal  in  their  opinions  and  prao- 
laces  than  others  of  my  constituents.  I  hope 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  will  withdraw 
bis  opposition  to  this  bill ;  the  amount  involved 
is  small,  but  it  ia  to  the  very  wor^y  man, 
Bishop  FlagelL  atthisldmeof  mi^oonsequence. 
At  least,  I  shall  look  with  confidence  for  the 
judgment  of  this  House  in  &vor  of  the  passage 
ofthe  hill. 

Mr.  VsHPLAiTOK  said  that  this  bill  had  been 
reported  by  the  Oomraittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
He  shoald  not  attempt  to  add  any  thing  to  what 
had  been  so  well  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  as  to  the  character  and  claims  of 
Bishop  Flaget,  but  would  merely  state  the  gen- 
eral principle  which  had  governed  the  commit' 
tee  in  reporting  the  bill — a  principle  which  bad 
been  settied  after  full  discussion,  on  more  than 
one  oocadoD,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  that  House. 
The  dntiea  had  not  been  rendtted  on  idl  impor- 
ta^s  made  for  the  use  of  churches  or  liberal 
instltulionB,  but  the  principle  adopted  by  the 
Gkivemment  was,  that  it  ought  not  to  tax  the 
donations  of  learned  or  pious  men  abroad  to 
institutions  of  religion  or  literature  in  this 
country.  That  principle  bad  first  been  settled 
in  reference  to  books  and  ^paratus  presented 
to  one  of  our  colleges.  There  were  ten  or 
twelve  laws  of  this  character  upon  our  statute 
book,  and  there  werefonrorfive  bills ofasiml- 
lar  description  at  present  reported  to  this  House 
and  the  other.  The  principle  appeared  to  him 
a  sound  one ;  we  onght  not  to  tax  these  fruits 
ofphUanthropy  and  proofe  of  goodwill.  Enough, 
and  more  thui  enoneb,  has  been  done  to  check 
this  species  of  filenoly  mteroonrse,  and  idl  those 
acts  kindness  between  difi^erent  nations  which 
were  calculated  to  cause  men  to  remember  that 
they  all  formed  parts  of  one  great  f^ly,  A 
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common  religion,  however,  and  a  common  in- 
terest in  the  cultivation  of  science,  bound  to- 
gether large  masses  of  men  on  both  sides  ofthe 
Atlantic,  and  Lt  was  not  gnunona  to  tax  itie  do- 
nations which  our  bret&en  abroad  might  be 
disposed  to  maketo  theinstitntionus  <^  the  new 
world. 

Mr.  HoGAH  replied  that  the  explanation  which 
had  been  given  was  so  perfectly  satisfactory  to 
him,  that  he  would,  with  pleasure,  withdraw 
his  objections  to  the  bilL 

The  bill  was  passed  without  frurther  opposi- 
tion. 


Monday,  April  2. 

7%e  ^Uth  Mmoriai—ChJenuaUaii  emd  BU- 
very. 

Mr.  Ohtlton  Allan  persented  a  memorial, 
which,  he  stated,  was  signed  by  a  very  largo 
number  of  the  citizens  of  Eentooky  of  all  p«r^ 
ties,  praying  Oongress  to  make  an  apprc^«iatioa 
for  the  purpose  (H  oolonidng  the  five  pet^le  <d 
color. 

A  dmilar  memorial  was  presented  by  Mr. 
Tompkins,  of  Kentucky.  Both  memorials  were 
referred. 

Mr.  Mebobb  presented  a  memorial  frxjm  sun- 
dry subjects  of  Great  Brit^  residing  ia  Eng- 
land, praying  Oongress  to  ud  the  American 
Colonizatitin  Society,  as  an  effectual  means  <rf 
ultimate  suppressing  the  African  Slave  trade, 

&0. 

Mr.  M.  moved  that  the  memorial  h&  referred 
to  the  Select  Oommlttee  appointed  oa  tiie  col- 
onization sabject ;  and,  without  being  read,  it 
was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  so  referred. 

Mr.  Polk  soon  after,  having  inquired  into  the 
nature  and  source  of  the  memorial,  moved  a 
reconsideration  of  the  question  on  its  reference. 
At  the  time  of  its  introduction,  be  said,  he  had 
very  indistinctly  heard  the  nature  of  it  stated, 
or  he  should  have  objected  to  it  then ;  he  had 
since,  however,  learned,  on  inquiry,  that  U  was 
a  memorial  signed  by  British  snl^eots  rerident 
in  Great  Britain,  pn^ing  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  and  recommending  an  appropriation  by 
the  United  States  Oongress  to  the  Oolonizaticm 
Society,  for  the  better  attainment  of  the  o^ect 
of  that  society  in  the  colonization  of  colored 
people  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  elsewhere. 
jSx.  p.  proceeded  to  comment  on  the  singular 
character  of  the  petition,  coming,  as  it  did,  from 
foreigners  resident  in  a  foreign  country,  and 
relating  to  matters  with  which  those  who  signed 
it  could  not  possibly  have  any  concern.  He  did 
not  attribute  any  impropriety  of  conduct  to  the 
genUeman  who  presented  it  to  the  House — the 
well-known  character  of  the  member  from  Vir- 
ginia fielded  hhn  from  the  posribility  of  any 
miputation  of  improper  motives  In  submitting 
tfau  memorial ;  he  had  no  donbt  that  gentleman 
had  acted  with  an  honest  conviction  of  its  pro- 
priety and  utility,  but  he  C^x.  P.)  must  be  p«^ 
mitted  to  say  that  his  viewe  of  the  ealyeot 
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diffu^d  materiallj  from  those  entertained  hy 
him.  He  considered  that  foreigners  had  noth- 
ing whatever  to  do  in  respect  to  any  measures 
which  might  be  adopted  in  reference  to  this 
great  question :  their  interference  in  it  in  the 
slightest  degree  was  uncalled  for  and  imperti- 
nent The  subject  itself  was  one  of  the  great- 
est diffienl^  and  delioaoy— 4he  a^tation  of  that 
ciaestioD,  even  by  those  who  were  most  deeply 
interested  hi  Us  adjustment,  was  a  matter  whuui 
required  the  ntmort  caution ;  the  House  were 
scrupulous  of  aotang  on  it,  even  upon  the  memo- 
rials of  American  dtizens,  presented  tiien  by 
their  own  representatives;  now  much  more 
deliberately  ought  they  tiien  to  consider  it  upon 
this  application  of  foreigners?  "When  the 
tnemonal  was  presented  by  the  gentleman 
from  Vir^nia,  he  (Mr.  F.)  repeated  that  the 
customary  summary  of  its  contents  and  purport 
was  so  indistinctly  made  as  not  to  be  heard  by 
him.  He  should,  therefore,  moveareoon^der- 
ation  of  tiie  reference  given  to  it 

Ur.  IfonoiB  lud  distinctly  stated  at  the  time 
he  presented  this  memorial,  that  it  came  from 
British  sulijects  leddent  in  England.  It  was 
known  to  manj  gentionen  who  heard  him,  that 
the  Oolonization  Society  had  an  agent  abroad 
engaged  in  soliciting  pecuniary  aid  towards  its 
resources.  The  memorial  was  respectful  in  its 
tmor,  nor  was  it  jusUy  chargeable  with  an  im- 
pertinent interference  in  our  affairs.  It  did  not 
pretend  to  Bun;est  any  measures  which  ought 
to  be  pursued;  It  merely  petitioned  the  Gov- 
ernment to  ud  in  the  general  dedgn  of  the 
abolition  of  slavery ;  and,  as  a  means  of  doing 
BO,  that  it  would  oountonanoe  the  de^^  of  the 
OokuUzation  Society.  The  memoriausts  were 
members  of  that  society.  The  doctrine  of  the 
sentieman  from  Tennessee  (Ur.  Pou)  was  to 
nim  peifeotiy  noveL  Was  it  to  be  maintained, 
tiud^  Deoanse  the  constitution  secured  to  Ameri- 
can citizens  4iie  right  of  petitiomng  that  House, 
it  therefore  debarred  all  foreigners  from  doing 
sot  Had  not  memorials  been  frequeutly  pre- 
sented by  foreigners,  and  respectfully  received } 
One  of  the  most  lealoos  reports  he  had  ever 
read,  was  that  made  in  the  Senate  on  the  me- 
morial of  a  lib-.  Sarchet  The  memorial  bad 
been  presented  to  this  .  House  through  the 
Speaker,  but  Mr.  M.  did  not  approve  of  ita 
tenor,  because  it  was  in  the  nature  of  an  appeal 
from  one  branch  of  this  Gk}venmient  to  fmother. 
But  he  would  ask  the  gentieman  from  Tennes- 
see, if  a  foreigner  had  reod.Ted  gross  injustice 
in  aoasa  not  reached  t^the  courts,  whether  he 
was  to  be  prohibited  from  petitioning  that 
House,  and,  if  he  might  do  so  when  resicUng  in 
this  country,  would  the  circumstance  of  his 
residing  abroad  make  any  difference  ?  He  con- 
sidered the  presenting  of  a  memorial  to  this 
Government  an  act  of  the  highest  respect  which 
a  foreigner  could  pay  to  it  The  ^ve  trade 
had  been  pronounced  piracy :  the  British  Gov- 
ernment had  so  declared  it,  at  our  instance : 
and  surely  all  foreigners,  and  eveiybody  els&  had 
oninterest  in  the  putting  down  of  piracy.  There 
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was  in  the  memorial  a  reference  to  the  subject  of 
slavery ;  but  no  other  reference  to  it,  tlum  audi 
as  had  been  contained  in  every  memorial  frojp 
the  Oolonization  Society.  The  memorialists  did 
not  pretend  to  discuss  the  morality  of  slavery, 
or  the  propriety  of  its  abolition  by  tiie  laws  of 
the  United  States ;  they  merely  expressed,  in 
reepectfal  language,  their  belief  that  the  plan 
of  colonization  was  calculated  to  effwt  the  event- 
nal  dertmotion  of  slavery ;  nor  could  imagina- 
tion devise  any  other  mode  of  acoomplishiug 
an  ol^ject  so  dedrable.  Ur.  3C.  bad  not  sought 
to  conceal  the  nature  of  the  memorial.  There 
was  nothing  in  it  which  needed  concealment. 
He  had  not  pretended  that  it  was  from  Ameri- 
can citizens,  but  had  distinctly  announced  that 
it  came  from  British  subjects.  But  that  all 
doubt  might  be  removed  respecting  its  objects 
or  its  language,  he  desired  that  the  memorial 
should  be  read  at  the  Olerk's  table.  If  it  shonld 
then  appear  that  the  paper  contained  any  thing 
improper,  Kr.  M.  was  willing  that  it  ^ould  be 
laid  on  the  table,  or  withdrawn  from  the  House. 
His  object  in  <^»ring  it  had  been  to  do  good. 
If  the  memorial  was  likely  to  do  evil,  4ie  was 
willing  to  withdraw  It 

Ur.  Drattoit  stated  his  reasons  more  at 
length  why  a  paper  like  this  should  not  be  read 
in  VM  House.  He  was  as  strong  opposed  to 
the  slave  trade  as  any  phflantiirwist  who  had 
ever  poured  out  oiisous  for  the  destmotion  of 
all  engaged  in  it,  in  Europe,  Africa,  or  Amraioa. 
He  thought  no  punishment  that  could  be  de- 
vised was  too  great  to  be  inflicted  on  the  man 
who  had  endeavored  to  purchase  pleasure 
through  the  instrumentality  of  that  hellish 
traffic.  In  all  the  maledictions  which  had  been 
heq>ed  npon  the  trade,  he  most  heartily  ow- 
curred.  But  when  be  reflected  on  the  ^taatim 
oi  a  large  portion  of  tiiis  Union,  where  daveiy 
had  become  an  inhwent  part  <a  tiie  system  at 
things,  where  it  could  be  no  more  OTadioated^  by 
any  efforts  of  leg^idation,  tiian  the  rays  of  light 
could  be  separated  from  the  sun,  or  than  the 
swamps  of  the  South  could  be  converted  into 
the  forests  and  prtdries  of  the  West,  he  put  it  to 
gentlemen  to  say  whether  it  was  proper  to  intro- 
duce and  a^tato  such  a  snbject  m  that  House. 
The  discussion  of  it  never  fuled  to  exoito  moch 
feeling,  and  often  led  to  harsh  and  angry  debate. 
The  subject  was  environed  wiUi  difficulties,  and 
Oongress  had  repeatedly  disdaimed  all  right  to 
touch  it  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  memorial 
would  be  withdrawn. 

Ur.  LsTOHSB  s^  it  was  to  be  r^ratted  tliat 
a  subject  of  that  sort  dionld  have  been  intro- 
duoed  into  the  House.  He  meant  no  disrespect 
towards  the  gentieman  from  Virrinia,  when  he 
s{ud  it  was  his  own  opinion  tiiat  the  paper 
should  not  have  been  brought  into  the  House. 
The  gentieman,  perceiving  the  effeot  it  pro- 
duce^ had  expressed  a  desire  to  take  it  bctck ; 
he  considered  that  desire,  as  honorable  to  th'e 
gentieman,  and  thought  that  it  ought  to  be 
complied  with.  Mr.  L.  had  no  objections  to 
hear  any  memorial  addressed  to  the  House; 
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bat  it  was  not  the  ordinary  course  to  have  me- 
Snorials  read ;  and  this  one  was  on  a  delicate 
snbject,  and  had  been  introduced  without  con- 
sideration. From  what  quarter  had  it  come ! 
From  the  inhabitants  of  a  foreign  couotrj, 
wholl;  unconnected  with  this  Groveroment ;  and 
was  that  House  about  to  take  jurisdiotion  of  it  ? 
He  thought  not ;  and  he  believed  that  everj 
gentleman  who  reflected  coollj  on  the  subject 
would  agree  with  him  that  tlie  desire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Yire^nia  ought  to  be  granted. 
None  would  go  farther  than  ne  In  giving  a  just 
enooangement  and  support  to  the  designs  of 
the  American  Oolonizatlon  Sodetr ;  but  a  pa- 
per like  tills,  instead  of  bdng  caloulated  to  pro- 
mote those  dedgns,  operated  in  a  manner  di- 
rectly the  reverse,  and  tended  to  excite  the 
strongest  prejudice  against  them.  The  memo- 
rial could  be  productive  of  no  good  feeling,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  iNasBSOU.  should  vote  against  the  read- 
ing of  this  paper,  because,  as  matters  now  stood, 
the  House  was  not  called  to  act  upon  it  The 
gentleman  who  had  introduced  ^is  petition 
wished  to  withdraw  it,  and  courtesy  required 
that  the  same  indulgence  should  be  extended 
to  that  genUeman  which  was  shown  to  all 
others  making  a  like  reqaeet.  The  salfjeot  was 
not,  in  reality,  before  the  House  for  its  action ; 
and  why  should  the  paper  be  read  t  He  ad- 
mitted to  the  gentleman  from  Bhode  Island, 
that  foreigners  ooght  to  be  permitted  to  come 
to  the  House  by  petition,  whenever  tiiey  de- 
sired, on  their  owp  behalf,  privileges  which  the 
House  alone  could  grant.  But  it  was  mani- 
fesdy  most  improper  that  the^  should  attempt, 
by  memorial,  to  interfere  with  the  policy  of 
this  country,  domestic  or  foreign.  The  memo- 
rial contained  a  su^estion  as  to  the  best  mode 
of  di^kosing  of  our  sarins  revenue.  What 
would  be  tiiougbt  in  the  British  Parliammt,  if 
■n  Amerioan  petition  should  be  introduoed 
Uiere  in  behalf  of  the  starviog,  potatoe-fed 
populaticm  of  Ireland  t  or  sn^esting  considerar 
tions  in  fiivor  of  the  reform  toll  t 

Mi.  Diokson  said  he  was  asked  to  vote  upon 
{he  question  of  reading,  with  a  ^rect  reference 
to  a  subsequent  motion  to  withdraw  the  memo- 
rial. He  was  not  prepared  to  act  on  such  a 
motion  without  first  nearing  the  memorial  read. 
He  could  not  act  in  the  dark,  nor  vote  in  refer- 
ence to  a  subject  that  he  knew  nothing  about. 
He  trusted  that  no  representative  on  tmit  floor 
wouUl  think  of  voting  on  any  question,  until 
he  had  some  knowledge  of  the  facts  involved 
in  it  To  do  80,  wonu  be  highly  undignified 
in  the  representative  of  a  free  and  intelligeat 
people,  and,  in  his  own  case,  he  weald  say, 
nigh^  improper. 

u,  as  had  been  s^d,  the  paper  contained  ar- 
gonsients  unfit  to  be  addressed  by  foreigners  to 
uiat  House — ^if  it  appealed  to  this  Ooremment 
proposing  any  action  with  a  view  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery,  whatever  might  be  his  opinion 
on  the  general  eubject^  he  should  oheerfiilhr 
consent  to  its  b^ng  withdrawn,  ai  intenned- 


dling  with  a  question  which  belonged  excloaiv*- 
ly  to  ourselves.  Other  gentlemen,  however,  in- 
sisted that  the  paper  contained  nothing  im- 
proper, and  that  the  impertinence  chargad  wai 
a  mere  matter  of  inference.  Between  those 
oppcffiito  representations,  could  he  be  expected 
to  act  without  knowing  what  the  pwer  did 
contun  I  He  omeeived  not,  and,  tlwrain»«^  be 
should  voto  for  the  reading. 

Hr.  pATTON,  of  Tirnnia,  sud  that  H  was 
much  to  be  regretted  that  all  subjeotB  wbidi 
came  iMfore  that  House  oonid  not  be  Mm^ftimaM 
without  producing  excitement ;  but  ao  long  as 
deliberative  bodies  were  composed  of  men,  and 
BO  kmg  as  all  men  were  not  phOosophersi,  there 
were  some  topics  which  always  must  and  would 
produce  exdtement,  and  unhappily  it  was  too 
often  the  case  that  the  excitement,  connected 
with  the  subjects  themselves,  was  aggravated 
by  exa^eratmg  and  even  insulting  langnage 
employed  by  l^ose  who  were  engaged  in  the 
discussion.   For  bimsdf^  he  had  been  wiDii:^ 
that  the  present  subject  should  pasa  dlently, 
quietly,  and  secretly  from  the  House,  as  it  had 
entered  it   He  was  glad,  very  glad,  to  witness 
the  sentiment  expressed  in  all  parts  of  the  Honse 
that  it  was  imprwer  such  a  paper  dionld  have 
been  introdoced  there.  He  was  glad  that  the 
sentiment  seemed  to  be  so  nnivwsal,  that  the 
gentieman  ftxim  Virginia  (Mr.  Mksoeb)  had,  in 
tbis  matter,  fallen  into  an  indiscretion  wMch 
should  be  remedied  by  letting  the  House  ^t  rid 
of  the  paper  in  the  shortest  mode  practicable, 
so  as  in  some  d^;rae  to  attme  for  the  ori^^nal 
error  of  its  introduction.   But  it  seemed  that 
some  gentiemen  were  not  disposed  to  permit 
this.   They  insisted  on  hearing  the  memorial 
read.   Whyf   To  what  end)   A  rule  of  the 
House  required  that  a  member,  when  intro- 
ducing a  petition  or  memorial,  should  saocincUy 
state  to  we  House  its  s«ieral  character,  and  toe 
oUeot  prayed  for.  Jn  the  lament  oaie,  Uus 
rme  haid  been  complied  with,  but  ha  did  not 
bdieve  that  the  statement  oi  his  colleague  had 
been  heard  by  ten  members  in  the  House. 

The  general  character  of  the  petiti<m  had, 
however,  buuw  been  stated  in  the  disensatMi, 
and  Mr.  P.  inquired  whether  there  was  one 
gentleman  on  that  floor  who  would  say  that 
such  a  paper,  upon  such  a  subject,  coming  from 
such  a  source,  was  a  proper  ot)]ect  for  the  ac- 
tion of  that  House.  Why,  then,  should  it  be 
read  ?  Would  not  gentiemen  all  have  r^ect«d 
it,  had  they  known  its  features?  He  trusted 
in  God  there  were  not  ten  men  within  tiuwa 
walla  who  would  have  consulted  to  recetve  it 
Why,  then,  shonld  it  be  read  at  the  derk^ 
tablet  Hr.  P.  said  he  should  not  have  risen 
but  for  a  sentiment  which  had  fal^.en  from  at 
least  one  gentieman,  that  the  opposition  of  gen- 
tiemen from  the  South  arose  from  their  being 
afraid  to  hear  the  paper  read.  Afraid!  W 
what  ?  Of  whom  i  Afraid  to  read  this  miser- 
able invocation  to  universal  emancipation,  ad- 
dressed to  tiiat  House  by  sulneGts  of  Great 
Britain,  when  th^  heard,  mnn  day  to  dtaqr,  and 
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he  trusted  without  fear,  the  ravings  of  incen- 
diarj  fanatics  from  a  part  of  onr  own  conntry  I 
Afraid,  when  the  snbject  of  abolition  had  been 
a^tated  with  open  doors  in  the  State  Legisla- 
tures, and  wa&  daily  discossed  in  the  presses  of 
the  SonthI  Afraid  to  listen  to  a  miserable 
effosion  of  this  sort  t  No.  Bat  what  they 
were  afrdd  to  do  was,  to  give  any  sanction,  to 
affix  any  respeotability,  to  an  insolent  interfer- 
ence, by  foreigners,  in  the  affi^irs  of  a  portion 
of  the  States  of  this  Union,  who  would  not  even 
suffer  the  6«iaral  Government  itself  to  legislate 
In  refjarmoe  to  than — an  Interference  with  the 
snbject,  respecting  which  more  than  one  memo- 
rial coming  from  onr  own  citize^  bad  been 
indienantly  thrown  ont  of  that  House.  He 
repelled  such  a  tannt  upon  the  House  with  the 
scorn  it  merited.  Southern  gentlemen  were 
not  afiraid  to  hear  the  miserable  paper  read. 
He  was  glad  to  bear  the  gentleman  from  \^r- 
gima  (Mr.  MkeoXr)  announce  his  intention  to 
let  the  memorial  be  seen  by  all  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  He  was  especially  glad  that 
the  people  of  Vir^ia,  and  tnat  the  oonatlta- 
ents  of  the  gentieman  himself  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  what  it  was  that  that 
gentieman  bad  seen  fit  to  throw  into  that  arena 
as  a  brand  to  Mndle  up  the  flames  of  discord 
In  that  House.  In  saying  this,  he  meant  noth- 
ing disreepectfbd  to  the  honorable  gentieman. 
It  might  have  been, 'he  hoped  it  was,  he  believed 
it  was,  a  misconception  of  the  true  nature  of 
that  paper,  and  a  momentary  forgetfUnees  of 
the  impropriety  of  the  step,  which  had  occa- 
sioned the  gentleman  to  introduce  it.  But  still, 
if  the  thing  was  in  itself  a  firebrand,  snre  to 
light  up  the  flames  of  disoord,  it  was  proper 
that  the  people  should  know  it 

ib.  Brioob,  of  Uassachusetts,  said  he  bad 
ma  his  eye  over  the  memorial,  and  he  believed 
that  when  it  should  be  lud  before  the  public, 
the  people  would  be  greatly  surprised  at  the 
debate  to  which  it  had  given  birth.  He  was 
satisfied  that  there  had  been  no  intention  on  the 
part  of  those  who  offered  the  memorial  to  touch 
upon  that  very  delicate  snbject  whi<^  was  so 
apt  to  produce  excitement  in  that  House.  Re- 
garding, however,  that  subject  as  one  which 
belonged  exclusively,  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  country,  to  that  portion  of  the  Union 
where  the  colored  population  was  chiefly  fonnd, 
he  concurred  in  tiie  opinion  that  it  ougbt  to  be 
avoided  as  a  fruitful  source  oi  excitedfeeling. 

It  was  true  that  his  constituents  took  a  deep 
interest  In  the  miocess  of  IheoDlonlzatitm  oanse, 
but  the  people  of  the  North,  so  fiv  as  he  had 
had  an  opportonl^  to  know  them,  had  no  idea 
of  interfermg,  in  the  most  remote  degree,  with 
that  species  of  property  which  was  held  by 
their  Southern  brethren,  lliey  never  had  done 
it,  and  never  would  do  it  They  had  no  wish, 
no  thought  of  shaking  the  security  of  slave 
property  at  the  South,  or  intermeddling  with  it 
m  Uie  remotest  manner.  Knowing  this  as  be 
did,  gentieman  mif^t  readily  ooncdv&  that 
whoi  be  heard  his  omstituents  lepMvteolr  ao*  1 


^  or  R. 

cnsed  of  a  desire  to  disturb  the  ^ve  question, 
he  felt  that  they  were  unjnstiy  accused.  No ;  let 
him  tell  gentieraen  of  the  South,  that  If  the 
stability  of  this  Union  was  never  to  he  disturbed 
till  the  people  of  the  North  attempted  to  invade 
the  security  of  the  tenure  by  which  those  gen- 
tlemen controlled  slave  labor,  the  Union  would 
last  while  time  endured.  If  the  fair  &bric  of 
our  social  institutions  was  never  to  be  shakui 
till  the  people  of  the  Nortiiem  States  over- 
leaped the  hounds  of  theconatitntion  to  meddle 
with  the  property  of  th^  Southern  brethraiL 
those  institations  would  stand  till  time  had 
crumbled  the  solid  oolumns  that  surrounded  that 
Hall,  and  laid  them  prostrate  in  tiie  dust. 

The  question  of  reconsideration  was  then  put, 
and  carried;  and  Mr.  Ubboss  withdrew  thQ 
memorial  firom  the  House. 

The  following  Is  the  memorial  presented  by 
Mr.  MBBjfrBB^  which  gave  rise  to  wo  above  de- 
bate: 

CtEurciSRa,  (ENOLunt,)  Jamuary  2S,  1882. 

To  the  hoDorabte  House  of  BepresentaUves  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  the  nndertlgQed, 
nemben  and  Mends  of  the  AuMrlean  Ckiloninition 
Society,  reddent  in  Qreat  Britain,  reapectftiDy  pre- 
sent the  following  address: 

Deeply  impressed  with  sentiments  of  abhorrenoe 
of  the  erils  of  the  slave  trade  and  slavery,  we  resort 
to  your  hbnonble  House  as  to  a  refuge  for  the  ojK 
pressed,  under  the  sanotionof  aoonaoungtmsttbat 
dranmstancsB  are,  at  this  crisis,  liiglily  &vorabla 
for  effecting  a  beoefidal  ohange  In  the  condition  of 
the  colored  population  of  die  United  States ;  and  in 
the  full  belief  that  ^on,  as  eoaserrators  of  liberty, 
will  lend  every  possible  aid  to  the  sacred  cause. 

We  feel  attached  by  language,  lineage,  and  reli- 
gion, to  our  American  brethren,  and  we  dnoerelj 
rejoice  in  the  growing  prosperity  of  their  betoved 
country  ;  but  we  fear  tlut  that  proapwlty  may,  at 
so  very  distant  period,  be  exposed  to  danger, 
Bhonld  not  the  s^tem  of  slavery  wUeh  prevdla  in 
several  of  the  Sutes  be  matariaDy  toorreoted,  if  not 
wboUy  eradicated 

It  appears  to  us  as  an  inoontroveriittle  fact,  that 
a  mixed  poimlation  of  whites  and  blacks  cannot,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  cordially  unite,  nor  ezperioioe 
those  reciprocal,  social  blesdngs  wlueh  tithw  of  tha 
classes  might,  if  separate,  ei^oy. 

Under  this  coDTictlon,  we,  your  memorialists,  beg 
to  lay  before  your  honorable  House  a  concise  view 
of  diose  circumstances  to  which  we  have  alluded, 
and  that  appear  to  us  of  a  character  so  ausiMoious 
to  the  eventual  relief  <tf  Amerlea  from  the  lament- 
able conseqnenoes  of  ebvery,  and  to  A*  reston^ 
tioD  of  the  emandpated  to  a  proper  statton  in  so- 
ciety. 

Toe  leading  pewit  to  which  we  would  refler*  Is  the 
rising  colony  of  Uberia,  on  the  western  shores  of 
Africa,  established  by  the  silent,  pMsevering,  and 
Judicious  eflbrta  of  the  American  Colonisation  So- 
ciety, to  wlueh  we  steadily  look  as  an  asylum  point- 
ed out  (may  we  say  f)  even  by  the  finger  of  Dlrine 
Providence,  where  the  sons  of  Africa  will  find  a  cli- 
mate con^nial  with  their  constitutions,  and  may 
form  a  society  peculiarly  adapted  to  devdop  thebr 
capabilities,  and,  what  is  more,  to  extend  civiliza- 
tion and  Christlaidtjinto  thevsryhaait  Aikka, 
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ud  to  flttdillth  a  legilinuta  eomnwrce  on  the  mini 
of  tlwt  most  InfiunouB  traffle,  the  dave  tn4e. 

It  appean  that  nnmerona  offbn  of  darea  for 
emantipatloD  and  colonization  are  made  to  the  so* 
detj,  which,  to  the  extent  of  its  means,  it  eagerly 
embraces  ;  but,  for  the  purposes  of  so  fpceaX  an  nn- 
dertakiog^  the  meaos  <n  individoals,  or  of  the  bo- 
dety,  are  too  limited.  Happilj  for  America,  she  is 
■bont  to  b*  ezwaraied  from  a  public  debt ;  and  we 
venture  respectflillj  to  ask,  to  what  better  purpose 
cui  naUoDal  reaonnjefl  be  ^plied  ? 

In  oouoludon,  we  presame  to  soUcIt  saoh  aid  on 
behalf  of  the  American  Colonization  Sodety,  as  to 
your  honoraUe  House  may  seem  meet;  and  we 
afaali  oTor  feel  onrselres  atudoos  to  do  all  in  oar 
power  toprmnote  the  wd&re  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  nataiu  the  amicable  relaUons  which  so 
h^nrily  sabdst  between  that  country  and  our  own. 

[Signed  by  fiffty  penooai] 


Satubdat,  April  14 

Breach  of  Privileffe. 

The  StXAXMs  laid  before  the  Hoiue  the  fol- 
lowing  letter  from  the  bonoraUe  Wiuiah 
Stahbkbkt,  a  member  of  the  Houae  frwn  the 
State  of  Ohio : 

To  tJu  honorable  Akdriw  SrrrxHBOM, 

i^Mdbw  t^tht  Bmm  of  Sipnmitatimt ; 
%K :  I  was  waylaid  in  the  street,  near  to  my 
boardinR-boose,  last  night,  about  eight  o'clock,  and 
attacked,  knocked  down  by  a  bludgeon,  and 
severely  bruised  and  wounded  by  Samuw  Houston, 
late  of  Tennessee,  for  words  spoken  in  my  place  in 
the  House  of  ReiniesentatiTes ;  by  reason  of  whicb, 
I  am  confined  to  my  bed,  and  unable  to  discfaai^ge 
my  duties  in  the  House,  and  attend  to  the  interests 
of  my  constitiunts.  I  oommnidoato  this  fadbrnur 
tion  to  yon,  and  request  that  yon  will  ky  H  before 
the  House. 

■Very  respectftilly,  yours, 

WILLIAM  STANBERBT, 
IfmbK-  ^  tJuM.  e/JZ.  fnm  Ohio. 
April  14,  1882. 

Mr.  Vasob,  th6renp(ai,  <^bred  the  following 
resolation : 

Retolwxl,  That  the  Speaker  do  issue  his  warrant, 
directed  to  the  Sergeant«t-Arms  attending  to  the 
Honse,  eommandios  bim  to  take  In  custody,  wher- 
em-  to  be  found,  the  body  of  Samuel  Hoostoo,  and 
the  same  in  Us  custody  to  keep^  subject  to  the 
farther  order  and  dlscretioa  of  the  House. 

yii.  y.  qnoted,  in  support  of  his  motion,  two 
preoedenta,  one  in  1796,  in  tiie  case  of  Randall 
and  Whitney,  two  land  Hpecolators,  who  had 
proposed  a  bribe,  in  lands  or  money,  to  two 
members  of  the  Hoase,  on  condition  of  the 
passage  of  a  certain  hill,  which  proposal  the 
members  had  laid  beliire  the  House  as  the  bads 
of  a  motion  similar  to  that  which  he  bad  now 
made.  The  other  ease  was  that  of  John  An- 
derson, which,  he  presamed,  wotdd  be  recol- 
lected by  many  of  those  now  present.  In  both 
cases  a  breach  of  privilege  had  been  alleged  to 
have  b0en  oommitted,  by  an  attempt  to  bribe 
qottobers  of  the  Honse.  llr.  Y.  had  not  been ; 


able  to  find  any  caae  in  precedent  trf  a  persosial 
assault  for  words  epAsa  in  debate  \  bat,  be- 
lieving it  to  be  at  leaet  as  great  s  violatioii  of 
the  privileges  of  the  Honae  to  aanidt »  memlMr 
in  tne  pnblio  stre^  tor  what  he  had  ntterad 
in  debate,  as  to  offer  him  a  bribe  with  a  view 
to  carry  a  desired  measore  throng  the  Honac^ 
he  had  thought  it  pn^ter  to  foUow  the  weoe- 
dent,  and  had  therefim  pnt  his  nBc^naon  in 
the  same  words  which  had  been  tmpliojmi  as 
those  occasions. 

Hr.  PoLx  said  that  it  oconrred  to  him  that 
snob  a  resolation  as  this  required  some  eauid- 
eration.  On  hearing,  this  morning,  jnst  before 
he  came  to  the  Hoose,  ai  the  oocorrenoe  re- 
ferred to  in  the  letter  Jnstlaid  beforetheKmM 
by  the  Speaker,  and  on  hearing,  alaoy  that  the 
Bal]|}ect  wonld  probably,  in  some  dum  or  ottei^ 
be  brought  to  the  notaee  of  the  Hooae  ASa 
morning,  he  had  supposed  that  the  atmoet  ex- 
tent to  which  any  ^ntleman  would  think  of 
gfAng,  mider  the  oinrnmstanoes,  wonld  be  to 

{>ropo&e  an  inqniry  by  a  oommittee.  The  reso- 
ution  aasnmed  the  fact  that  a  oontempt  on  the 
Honae  had  been  committed,  and  that  the  Honsa 
possessed  the  power  to  punish  it  Every  gok- 
tleman  must  be  aware  that  a  great  diffo-eooe 
of  omnion  always  had  existed  as  to  the  power 
of  that  Honse  to  pnnish  as  a  oontoniA  any  act 
which  did  not  intermpt  <v  impede  tM  hnauNM 
of  the  Honse.  Tet,  what  md  this  wmohition 
propose!  It  notonly  assorted  the doetrtne  tint 
tiie  House  might  punish  an  act  not  committed 
in  its  presence,  or  interrupting  its  prooeedingi^ 
but  it  is  proposed  that,  without  ftarther  inqniiy, 
they  should  deprive  a  (dtizen  of  his  libertiy,  and 
direct  their  Sergeant-at-Anus  to  seize  and  to  bdd 
bim  in  custody.  Mr.  P.  did  not  admit  that  tlie 
Honse  possessed  any  such  power;  and  he  be- 
lieved that  8  great  m^ority  of  that  Houses  upon 
a  delilwrate  and  ftiU  examination  of  the  questxia, 
would  hold  the  same  smtunents  with  Mwnwlf. 

Mr.  Jenhbb,  of  Maryland,  caUed  for  the 
reading  of  the  letter  <rf  Mr.  Stahbkrbt,  and  the 
rescln&lon  of  Mr.  Yaitoi  ;  and  they  were  agaia 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 
Mr.  J.  then  obserred  that  he  had  not  sup- 
it  possible  that  a  ein^e  YtaM  could  han 
raised  in  that  House,  or  in  the  ooontiy, 
against  the  exercise  of  a  power  which  must  be 
dictated  by  common  sense.  Mr.  J,  hdd  tint 
the  oonstitntdon  imperatively  called  upon  theIl^ 
as  representatiTes  of  the  people  to  protect  them- 
selves in  the  exercise  of  their  duty.  It  express- 
ly declared  that  no  member  might  be  brought 
into  question  elsewhere  for  words  spoken  m 
that  House.  Now,  he  would  Uhe  to  know 
whether,  in  the  imsentcase^  there  had  not  beoi 
an  attempt  not  only  to  qjM&oa  the  worda  of 
the  member  assaulted,  but  to  arrest  his  ftarther 
progress — not  only  to  qaestion  the  manner  in 
which  he  had.  exerdsed  his  fwiTilege,  bat  to 
deprive  him  alti^ther  of  the  power  of  oxa- 
dfflng  it.  A  member  of  that  Bouse  had  stated 
to  the  ftMi^sr— what  t  a  ammiflet  a  doubt! 
No. 
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Mr.  SmanT,  of  North  Oorolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution  b;^  Btrikiog  out  all  afUr 
the  word  "  BewlTed^ "  and  ioBertiztg  the  foUow- 
ing: 

**  "OtaX  a  Bekot  Committee  be  appointed,  to  whom 
■ball  be  refiemd  the  commniucatioD  of  the  honor* 
aUe  WiLUiJC  Siahbsut,  a  member  of  this  Bouse 
from  the  State  of  Gbio,  In  lelatlon  to  an  assault 
oomn^ttad  on  Um  bj  Sunnel  HonatoD,  with  power 
to  take  aoeh  atepa  as  wiU  oiaure  a  thorough  iavea- 
tigation  of  the  traaaaction." 

Hi,  Doddbidob  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
case  of  Anderoon,  whioh  had  been  referred  to, 
and  the  Oterk,  thereup<m,  read  an  extract  firom 
the  JoitmalB  of  the  How  containing  ita  pro- 
oeedmgs  in  that  case. 

Mr.  OocLTEB,  of  Peunsylvania^  said :  If  they 
were  to  go  into  a  tedious  exammatdon  of  wit- 
neaaee  before  a  committee,  they  might  as  well 
turn  over  their  iigored  fellow-member  to  the 
ooorts  of  the  District.  The  preBoration  of  that 
HoQse  was  not  to  wait  the  alow  fiHiiuofJnatioe; 
and  thfli^icHra  the  poww  waa  ^ren  to  it  to  aa- 
Bttvede  thoae  {anas,  and  to  act  at  ones  whwe 
Its  aa&tjr  waa  threatened.  Bat  if  a  member, 
whoae  p^wm  had  been  assailed  in  the  pablic 
fltreeta  ror  words  ottered  in  debate,  was  to  be 
thrown  off  to  a  dirtanoe  till  reports  of  commit- 
tees were  prqured  and  debated,  they  might  as 
well  leave  Dim  to  bring  his  complaint  before  the 
court  of  Uie  District,  and  thus  subject  the  privi- 
leges of  that  House — of  that  House  did  he  say  t 
— no,  the  privil^es  and  rights  of  the  people  of 
the  tlnited  Statu,  to  the  detenninataons  and 
award  of  the  court  which  sat  in  a  neighboring 
building.  He  said  the  piivilegea  of  the  Ame»> 
can  people ;  fiv  thia  was  not  a  qneaUon  as  to 
the  nriiilflges  of  the  member  from  Ohio ;  it 
toutmd  the  privileges  of  the  people  of  Ohio. 
Should  tiis  House  deny  the  process  asked  by 
tiie  resolution,  and  refuse  to  exercise  the  power 
whioh  even  the  gmtlemanfrom  Tennessee  him- 
self admitted  it  to  possess,  (for  he  had  stated 
the  case  wherein  it  might  be  exercdsed,)  they 
would  not  cast  a  slight  upon  the  ^nUemau 
f^m'Ohio.  They  would  do  him  no  injury,  for 
he  possfwsed  a  spirit  which  would  ruse  Mm 
above  the  indignity  he  had  received ;  but  they 
would  in^ct  a  blow  apon  the  people  whose 
representatlTe  he  was,  and  for  the  preaervation 
aira  vindioalion  of  whose  rights  the  power  to 
punish  had  been  vested  in  that  House. 

Mr.  DuTwnr  said:  Tha  qneation  divided 
itself  into  two  inquiries,  flret,  whether  the 
HoBse  had  the  power  to  act  under  the  resoln- 
tion;  and,  seeoadly,  if  it  had,  in  what  mamm- 
the  resolution  waa  to  be  exeoated. 

Mr.  D.  desired,  in  the  outset,  that  the  House 
should  be  deeply  impressed  with  the  sratiment 
that  when  once  the  day  should  arrive  when 
freedom  of  dtsonssion  in  that  Hall  should  be 
reetruned,  the  pillars  of  the  coustitotitm  would 
totter,  and  the  fiur  temple  of  our  liberties  must 
nteedily  &U.  And  woiud  any  man  tell  him  that 
the  freedom  of  debate  could  be  preserved  if  a 
member  of  that  Amae,  fnr  words  apokea  in  bis 
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place  as  a  represeDtative*of  the  people,  was  to 
suffer  personal  violence  f  Should  such  a  prin- 
ciple receive  the  sanction  of  the  House,  an  in- 
dividual, for  doing  what  he  conceived  to  be  his 
duty  to  the  country,  might  not  only  suffer  per- 
sonal violence,  but  be  pot  to  de^  with  im- 
punity, so  far  as  the  House  was  concerned.  If 
the  House  had  no  power  to  punish  in  the  ease 
of  an  assault  it  bad  no  power  to  pnnish  tai  a 
case  of  murder.  To  preserve,  then,  a  ri^t  so 
sacred  as  the  right  m  debate,  ought  not  some 
power  to  be  jpven  I  Was  the  ri^t  of  punish- 
ing snoh  outrages  to  be  a  mere  barren  right! 
an  abstraction  ?  existing  in  the  Zm;  parliamett- 
taria  alone,  and  never  to  be  acted  on  f  If  the 
right  existed,  it  must  be  acted  on,  or  it  would 
become  a  mockery.  In  this  case,  an  assault 
had  been  ocmmitted  for  words  uttered  by  a 
member  of  that  House,  in  his  place.  Mr.  D. 
be{^^  that  it  might  be  distinctly  understood 
thaJ;  in  this  matter  he  was  not  governed  by  aiqr 
party  or  personal  eondderationa.  He  did  not 
for  a  moment  conidder  to  what  political  party 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  bdlonged.  He  looked 
only  to  the  protection  of  the  Hoose  in  those 
rights,  without  whioh  there  could  exist  no  snoh 
thing  as  a  republican  assembly ;  he  looked  only 
to  the  oonsequenoes  which  must  ensue,  should 
such  an  outrage  be  passed  over  without  the 
solemn  action  of  that  House.  As  to  the  par- 
ticular  individuals  concerned,  they  were  totally 
out  of  the  question  with  him.  Had  they  been 
Mr.  D.'s  personal  or  political  friends,  the  ques- 
tion would  not  be  in  the  least  altered ;  his  mind 
was  directed  to  the  stability  and  integrity  of 
our  rq>nl^c,  and  at  what  m^t  be  the  isane  of 
snoh  a  state  of  things  should  an  attadc  like  tiiia 
upon  the  privilegea  of  that  body  be  lij^tif 
passed  over. 

It  did  appear  to  that  House  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  had  been  attacked  and  maltreat- 
ed for  words  spoken  by  him  on  that  floor, 
the  House  had  any  power,  under  any  circum- 
stances, to  punish  for  a  contempt,  and  this  was 
not  one  of  Uiose  cases,  then  such  a  case  never 
could  occur,  and  the  power  could  not  be  called 
into  exertion  in  any  case  whatever.  That  which 
appeared  to  be  the  popular  principle,  as  urged  in 
the  debate,  wonld,  on  investigation,  prove  to  be 
not  the  popular,  bat,  in  reality,  the  monarobial 
prindple.  The  true  popular  inindple  waa  the 

Sresenrationofthepownv  of  that  House.  What 
id  the  House  consist  of?  The  representativea 
of  the  people.  And  what  were  its  rights  and 
its  privileges!  They  were  the  tights  and  the 
prerogatives  of  the  people. 

No  greater  power  existed  in  a  convention 
than  pertained  to  that  House  under  similar  cir^ 
cumstances.  Could  there  be  any  question, 
whether,  if  a  convention  of  the  people  them- 
selves was  assembled,  and  one  of  its  members 
should  be  maltreated,  as  a  member  of  this 
House  bad  now  been,  that  there  would  not  be 
a  power  in  that  body  to  prevent  the  r^tititm 
of  the  ontrage  !  If  not,  how  was  a  oon^titaticML 
ever  to  be  fanned!  or  how  oould  it  be  amend' 
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ed!  Would  not  evoi  a  eoutitacait  aaaemblj 
itself  be  liable  to  the  influence  ttf  external  ter- 
ror t  If  Btiob  a  doetrine  shonld  be  Bandaoned, 
tiie  cotmtrr  miftht  hare  a  coDBtitntion  wMch 
embodied  toe  wfll,  not  of  those  who  appeared 
to  be  represented,  but  of  a  small  jonta  of  n^a- 
rioos  men,  who,  with  a  strong  arm,  interposed 
to  domineer  over  it  It  might  be  s^d  that  he 
iras  putting  an  extreme  c&se.  Admitting  it  to 
be  BO,  the  principle  was  the  same.  Bnt  was  he 
IndeM  holding  np  to  view  a  fancy  picture !  or 
had  not  this  very  case  arisen,  and  that  in  recent 
times?  Did  not  the  experience  of  France 
afibrd  to  the  world,  on  this  subject,  an  Impres- 
rive  and  a  warning  lesson  f  'Whoever  had 
tamed  his  attention  to  tiie  varions  saecesuTe 
GoTemments  which  had  beoi  inflicted  upon 
that  nnfortnnate  conntry,  oonld  never  cease  to 
recollect,  that  first  in  uie  national  Assembly, 
that  afterwards  in  the  oonstitoent  Assembly, 
and  then  in  the  national  Oonvention  which  sno- 
oeeded,  it  had  been  the  galleries  which  dictated 
the  laws.  It  was  lawless  violence,  at  the  head 
of  brutal  and  infttriated  mobs,  which  dictated 
the  laws  by  which  France  was  governed ;  by 
which  an  unsparing  proscription  nad  filled  the 
prisons  and  reared  the  guillotine;  by  which 
murders  had  been  pronounced  legal ;  and  which 
had  led  to  dauKhter,  witiiont  even  the  fbrm  of 
tzial,  tens  and  hundreds  of  thooaai^  of  inno- 
cent men,  of  helpless  vomen,  and  evui  <^ 
smiling  infiuts  from  the  cradle.  Tlie  laws,  it 
was  true,  had  been  enacted  by  assemblies  hav- 
ing the  power  to  pass  laws.  Bnt  were  those 
assemblies  free  f  Gould  they  be  called  a  free 
assembly  whose  members  were  warned  before- 
hand by  political  combinations,  that  if  they 
voted  for  certfdn  measures,  which  those  com- 
binations disapproved,  they  would  be  considered 
among  l^e  proscribed,  and  would  be  tried  be- 
fore  the  revolutionary  tribunal  ?  Hr.  D.  would 
not  say  that  such  consequenoes  were  to  be 
ftared  in  tills  country,  or  at  this  time,  but  they 
had  ooenrred  where  tlie  freedom  of  speech  had 
onoe  been  manaded  1^  an  extraneous  power ; 
and  there  was  no  better  -way  to  prevent  the  oo- 
oorrence  of  so  deplwable  a  atate  <rf  things, 
than  to  inflict  an  exem^ary  pnnidunent  on  ue 
man  who  dionld  take  Ote  first  tbep  to  produce 
It. 

The  power  to  punish  for  contempts,  which 
now  existed  in  the  British  Parliament,  had  not 
alw^a  redded  in  that  body.  Till  the  time  of 
the  first  James,  the  Government  of  that  coun- 
try, if  not  absolutely  despotic,  had  differed  but 
little  from  it,  and  instances  were  on  record  in 
which  members  of  Fariiamoit  had  been  called 
to  aooonnt  by  the  Grown  for  exerd^g  the 
SbertT-  of  speedi.  Afterwards,  however,  the 
nation  had  gradually  imbibed  more  popular 
principles,  and  with  the  growing  li^t  of  liberty 
came  this  very  power  to  punish  contempts  of 
Parliament.  From  the  moment  when  the 
BritiBh  Parliament  became,  in  some  good  de- 
gree, a  body  <Kf  the  repr«aentadves  of  tiie 
pet^e^  iti  poirer  to  commit  far  oontenqitB 


began  to  be  recognised.  Ha  tcfwated,  thna- 
fore,  that  the  argiunent  which  denied  Hba  eixlat- 
enoe  of  this  power,  while  at  ih»  fint  viflw 
it  appeared  to  be  me  popular  argument  waa 
in  net  directly  the  reverscL  It  was  the  allot- 
ment for  despotism. 

Mr.  Patton,  of  Yir^nia,  sud  he  wonld  endea- 
vor to  produce  his  views  npon  the  questkoi,  and 
the  only  question  which  the  House  was  now  called 
to  decide.   It  had  been  with  inexpreariUe  a>- 
tonishment  that  he  had  heard  theresMntion  read, 
when  it  was  proposed  by  the  gentiemaa  from 
Ohio;  bnt  his  astonishmmt  had  been  deeftpt^ed 
by  the  ftot  whidi  had  been  diseloaed  ainee  tbe 
disaasdonopaied,  via:  that  the  ooaiBepK^aMd 
by  that  gentleman  was  the  coarse  which  bad 
been  heretcrfbre  pnrsoed  l^tiie  Hooae  In  cams 
of  alleged  contempt.  ICr.  P.  did  not  know,  nor 
would  he  stop  to  inquire,  whether  the  fiDnner 
cases  did  or  aid  not  differ  from  the  preeent,  as 
to  the  form  in  which  contempt  was  cfminitted. 
On  that  point  he  should  make  no  remarks,  bat 
should  at  once  take  the  bold  and  broad  gronnd 
that  in  no  case  of  proceeding  by  any  jodidal 
body  oi^ht  a  peremptory  attaciunent  to  pro- 
ceed, to  mcaroerate  an  individual  charged  wiA 
contempt,  in  the  first  instance,  unlees  the  con- 
tempt had  been  one  committed  in  l^e  pnaenoa 
and  fiuw     the  tribnnaL  and  going  to  diatnb 
its  deliberations,  and  unless  the  case  waa  waA 
that  the  immediate  ensto^  ct  the  peracm  of  the 
offbndw  waa  indi^tenaabfe  to  tlie  exeraiae  bj 
the  tribunal  oi  its  proper  ftmctions.  Unless 
the  House  governed  itself  by  this  rale,  what 
enormous,  and  what  irreparable  ii^justioe  mig^ 
it  not  do  I   In  the  present  case,  an  individnd 
was  charged  with  having  committed  an  nmanU, 
such  as,  under  an  excited  state  of  feeling,  the 
most  honorable  man  in  the  commogity  nii^ 
commit.   Mr.  P.  knew  nothing  abont  the  iiufe- 
vidTud,  and  had  no  acquaintance  with  him :  nor 
had  he  wi&  the  member  from  Ohio,  taaefi 
such  as  neoessarily  aroee  frcsn  the  ordinaiy 
intwoonrse  in  that  House.  H«  ma^  thor^te^ 
hiflnenced  by  no  personal  fteling  tovarda  dflwr 
of  12m  paraes.  Bnt  was  it  not  wondarftd  tfaat 
the  {ffooeea  of  that  Hoose  dionld  be  called  for 
upon  a  mere  statement  or  affidavit  1  (H« 
cared  not  which.  To  him  it  made  no  difieranoe. 
He  could  just  as  soon  act,  and  the  Honse  had 
just  as  much  right  to  act,  on  the  <me  as  the 
other.)   But  he  maintained  that  the  House  had 
no  right,  proceeding  on  the  principles  of  criminal 
law,  to  issue  any  peremptory  proceeding,  until 
it  had  taken  a  previous  step  in  the  nature  of  a 
rule  upon  the  party,  giving  him  an  OMwrtnni^ 
to  diow  that  tiie  complaint  was  muMmded  k 
flujt,  or  the  prooeediog  nnfiranded  in  lav. 

He  appealed  to  eveiy  geatieman  who  heard 
him,  to  say  whether  It  waa  uanal,  whether  it 
was  onstoiDary,  whether  it  was  lawfhl,  oa  a 
mere  oha^  of  otmtempt,  to  apprehend  an  iadi- 
vidnal  by  process  from  that  Hoaee,  except  in 
the  case  that  he  had  stated.  It  had  been  said 
that  the  aoonaed  par^  ndght  fly.  6o  ha 
in  any  wdfaiary  eaae  of  amanlt  md  battwy.  So 
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he  might  when  aoonsed  hj  a  grand  jory,  and 
not  imprisoned.  In  no  osse  could  it  he  shown 
that  a  oonrt  acting  on  a  matter  of  ocatempt  had 
arreated  and  impriatmed  a  dtiien  tall  na  had 
first  been  allowed  an  opportanity  to  oome 
before  the  conrt^  and  to  aum,  if  he  ooold,  that 
the  aoonsation  against  him  was  nnfbonded. 
Gentlemen  were  overleaping  the  preliminerf 
step,  and  urging  the  Hoose  to  rash  at  onoe  to 
jndgment.  The  resolotion  called  npon  the 
House,  not  to  inveatigato,  bnt  at  onoe  to  per- 
form an  act,  the  effects  of  which  might,  in 
manj  oases,  be  a  more  severe  punishment  than 
the  Houae  would  he  willing  to  inflict  after  the 
examination  had  been  made.  Hr.  F.  knew  no 
case  which  had  anj  anahwy  to  it ;  unless  it 
was  in  that  conrt  of  the  iauffnal  regioui^  where 
it  waasidd(rf  the  judge,  eatt^^awKe^  He 
punishes,  and  then  hears.  Vnlees  some  stnmaer 
arguments  should  be  adduced  than  those  whioh 
he  had  jet  heard,  he  oould  not  consont  to  vote 
for  the  reaolution.  He  admitted  that  the  Honse 
might,  In  aome  oases,  punish  fbr  a  contempt, 
not,  however,  in  redress  of  the  wrongs  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio— the  courts  were  open  to 
him— but  for  the  purpose  of  asserting  the  d^- 
nity  of  the  House,  and  guarding  Ita  ri^t  to 
deliberate  in  freedom. 

Mr,  FoBTBB,  of  Geor^pa,  inquired  of  the  Ob  air 
whether  the  ^davit  of  ^e  honorable  member 
from  Ohio  (Ur.  Buxbibbt)  was  before  the 
House,  and  connected  with  hia  letter. 

The  Speaker  replied  that  it  was. 

TlUs,  tiun.  oontinD«d  Ifr.  F.,  relieved  hhn 
from  the  priaoipal  diffioolty  which  he  had  M% 
with  regard  to  this  proceeding.  As  to  his 
individual  opinion,  he  was  as  well  saUsfied  of 
the  troth  of  the  statement  oont^ed  in  the 
letter  before  the  affidavit  was  introduced,  as  he 
was  now ;  but  when  called  on  as  a  member  of 
this  House  to  vote  for  the  ezercisB  of  a  high 
prerogative  of  the  House,  he  oonld  not  do  so  on 
the  bare  sti4«ment  of  any  individual.  It  has 
been  said  that  a  statement  made  by  a  mem- 
ber in  bis  ^aoe  ie  equivalent  to  an  affidavit ; 
and  aeTaraf  preeedenta  had  been  reforred  to, 
where  indivianalB  have  been  arrested,  by  order 
of  the  House,  on  aoch  atotonents.  Withregard 
to  the  precedents,  Mr.  F.  said  they  would  not 
govern  him,  when,  in  his  judgment  they  were 
contrary  to  law.  He  knew  very  well  that  we 
were  in  the  habit  of  giving  credit  to  whatever 
is  averred  by  a  member  of  the  House.  This, 
however,  was  a  mere  matter  of  courtesy ;  and 
we  should  take  care  that  we  do  pot  carry  onr 
courtesy  to  each  other  so  far  as  to  violate  the 
li^ta  of  others.  We  ore  now  applied  to 
institute  a  proceeding  affecting  the  liberty  of 
a  dtisen ;  let  us  see,  then,  that  it  is  done  in 
exact  oompliaace  with  the  forms  and  principles 
of  law. 

But,  said  Vx.  F-  a  r^teenee  to  die  oraudtu- 
tion  will  remove  all  doubt,  and  render  Author 
argument  on  this  paint  entirely  unaeoesaary. 
In  that  instmmmt  it  is  expressly  declared  that 
"the  right  of  the  pec^le  to  be  aeeore in  theb 
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persons,  houses,  <feo.,  shall  not  be  violated ;  and 
no  warrants  ^all  issue  bnt  upon  probable 
oanse^  supporwd  1^  oath  or  amnnaw>n,"  fto. 
With  this  jffovlsion  in  the  great  charter  of  our 
rif^ts  staring  me  in  the  face,  said  Mr.  F.,  I 
cannot,  I  dare  not,  vote  for  the  process  now 
moved,  unless  an  affidavit,  on  which  to  found 
it,  hod  been  fomiahed  us. 

Mr.  F.  said  the  issuing  of  the  warrfant  moved 
for  hod  been  objected  to  becaose  the  very  arrest 
wonld  be  a  punishment,  to  which  the  party 
aconsed  ought  not  to  be  subjected  before  an 
investigation  is  had.  He  conld  not  peroeive 
the  force  of  this  objection.  Every  individual 
in  the  community  is  liaUe  to  be  arrested  when 
l^^ally  charged  with  a  violatitm  of  laws  of 
the  land.  Suppose  that,  instead  of  prosecuting 
General  Houston  fi»  a  omitHnpt  of  this  Kniae^ 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  aiqalied  to  t 
ma^trate  of  the  District  for  a  warrant  on  a 
chw^  of  assault  and  battery,  wonld  there  be 
any  doubt  as  to  the  power  to  have  the  party 
arrested  ?  Certainly  not.  Why,  then,  have  we 
oot  the  same  right  to  order  an  arrest  in  the  one 
case,  that  a  jastioe  of  the  peace  would  in  the 
other!  It  is  no  greater  punishment  to  be 
arrested  by  oar  8ergeant-at-Arma  than  by  a 
city  marshal  or  constable. 

Mr.  EvEBBTr,  of  Massaohuaetts,  said  that  he 
did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  this 
debate.  All  that  he  oould  have  sud  that  would 
have  been  pcaiinait  to  the  questitm,  had  been 
uaA  by  others.  Thoe  was  one  remark,  how- 
ever, of  the  gentleman  tnm  South  OaroSinai 
(Mr.  DuTTON,)  which  had  struck  him  unpleaa- 
antiy.  And,  as  all  that  fell  from  that  member 
deserved,  and  always  received,  the  attention  of 
the  House,  Mr.  £.  fdt  bound  to  take  aome 
notice  of  it  TbAt  gentleman  had  s^d  that  he 
was  glad  that  the  motion  for  the  previoas  ques- 
tion had  not  been  auocessful,  and  he  had  thought 
proper  to  add,  that  he  should  have  considered 
Its  success  a  sort  of  treason  to  the  constitution/ 
Mr.  £.  had  been  one  of  fifty  or  rizty  members 
who  bad  voted  in  favor  of  that  que^on,  and  it 
was  therefore  incumbent  on  him,  in  r^MUling  so 
g^ve  a  chai^  as  that  d  treoaon  to  the  oowHl' 
totiiHi,  to  give  aome  emanation  of  the  gnnuda 
ca  wluefa  he  had  voted  In  ftvor  of  the  motion. 
He  need  not  recapitulate  the  resolution  on 
which  the  nuun  question  could  have  been  put. 
The  gentleman  from  Tamessee  (Mr.  Polk) 
had  eerioosly  questioned  the  power  of  the 
House  to  proceed  by  attachment,  and  was  for 
turning  over  the  ii^ured  member  to  the  courts 
of  the  District,  as  if  it  was  a  matter  in  which 
he  alone  was  oonoemed.  The  gentleman  from 
Yii^aia  (Mr.  Doddridqk^  had  depreoated  as  a 
great  evil,  that  a  discussion  should  proceed  in 
that  House  upon  such  an  assumption — an  a^ 
sumption  which  went  the  whole  length  of  main- 
taining that,  even  if  one  of  Ha  members  shonld 
be  murdered  in  consequence  of  the  port  he  had 
token  in  debate  upon  that  floor,  the  Hone 
conld  oast  no  eye  to  the  i^hta  of  hia  ouutitiH 
ante,  and  eoald  not  con^Mptiiat  its  own  ri^ita 
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had  been  it^jnred,  or  its  privileges  violated. 
The  gentleman  fifom  Virginia  had  not  been 
willing  that  a  discnesion  should  proceed^  which 
took  all  this  for  granted,  and  on  that  ground 
had  moved  the  previons  gnestion.  Mr.  E. 
agreeing  with  him  in  sentiment,  had,  on  the 
same  groimd,  voted  to  snstain  the  motion.  He 
had  been  willing  to  arrest  the  discussion  for  the 
sake  of  securing  the  very  object  which  his 
friends  frc«n  Sonth  OaroliDa  prononnced  to 
be  of  BQch  vital  importance,  viz,,  the  freedom  of 
debate.  H  the  House  were  gravel/  to  en- 
tertoia  elaborate  argnments  on  the  qnestion 
whetiier  thej  had  power  to  proceed  in  snoh  a 
case,  the  verj  disooasion  itself  would  have  an 
injurious  bearing  on  the  freedom  of  debate  in 
that  House.  The  freedom  of  debate,  it  was 
saying  little  to  say  that  it  was  the  dearest 
privilege  of  freemen — ^it  was  their  life — the 
life  of  the  members,  and  the  political  life  of 
the  body  itself.  What  had  now  been  done  by 
one  man,  might  be  done  by  armed  mobe. 
8npi>oae  an  inAiriated  mob,  headed  by  some 
political  demagogue,  should  waylay,  not  one, 
but  twenty  or  thirty  of  the  members  of  the 
House,  would  they  turn  over  those  members  to 
the  courts  of  the  District  of  Clolambiaf  and  leave 
ihem  to  get  th^  remedy  by  action  for  aasault 
and  battery  t  To  what  was  it  that  they  owed 
the  fiaot  of  thdr  meeting  in  that  spot  ?  Why 
did  not  the  Oongress  still  assemble  as  formerly  in 
Philadelphia  t  Was  it  not  because  an  insult  had 
been  offered  to  Congress  in  that  city  f  None  of 
the  members  were  knocked  down  there :  none 
of  them  were  bmised  and  wounded  so  as  to  be 
kept  from  attending  the  House ;  but  an  insult 
had  been  offered  to  a  member  In  the  public 
tiieatre,  as  it  was  understood,  and  believed,  in 
consequence  of  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the 
public  proceedings.  They  were  told  that  if  they 
would  remain,  the  State  would  protect  them : 
that  the  Legifluture  of  Pem^ylTuia  would  fadd 
Its  shield  over  them ;  hnt  no  I  they  said  they 
would  go  to  a  district  of  thdr  own,  to  a  spot 
where  they  should  not  be  dependent  on  the 
riierifib  and  marshals  of  a  district  anthority. 
They  wonld  go  where  they  could  protect  tbem- 
selves,  and  it  was  that  determination  which  had 
Ifdd  the  foondations  of  the  capitol  upon  this 
rock.  If  the  time  should  ever  come  wnen  the 
members  of  that  body  were  to  be  turned  over 
to  such  a  court  as  that  which  sat  in  this  District, 
and  the  House  wonld  not  aasame  the  injuries 
inflicted  upon  its  members  as  done  to  itself^ 
the  constitution  would  no  longer  be  worth 
living  under.  The  sooner  they  went  home 
better-^r  if  thciy  oootinaed  to  ocnne  to  that 

5 lace,  the  sooner  thoy  anaed  themselves  with 
irks  and  plst(^  tiie  sotmer  th^  Tonld  be 
safe ;  for  tbtsa  th^  would  understand  t^t  the 
House  would  not  protect  them. 

Ifr.  Watbx,  of  Oeorpa,  sud  that  he  did  not 
at  all  doubt  that  a  gross  outrage  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  he  was  willing  that  it  should  \je 
pmtished.  Bat  he  did  not  like  the.  prcmoaed 
mode  of  prooeeding.  It  was  tgiiaA  m  bla 


notions  and  aH  those  prindples  which  be  baj 
derived  from  the  best  sources.  He  could  not 
approve  of  the  ^>pointm«it  of  a  committM 
before  the  House  nad  taken  some  stew  hj 
which  its  dignity  and  its  privileges  might  be 
vindicated.  Two  propositions  were  l)ef<H«  them. 
The  one  was  that  the  Speaker  should  issue  Ik 
order  for  the  apprehennw  of  the  indiridmL 
The  other,  that  a  committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  case,  and  to  report 
Mr.  W.  was  about  to  make  a  suggestion  vmcb 
was  diflbroit  from  other  at  them  oaiam; 
for  he  did  not  think  that  the  Honse  oovld  witk 
pnnniety  adopt  ^tfaer  ol  the  praporitikHu  wlddi 
haabemaabnuttedtoit.  He  dooied  the  pomt 
of  the  House,  in  case  of  contempt,  to  proceed  Ij 
peremptorjr  process,  unless  the  contempt  hio 
been  committed  in  its  immediate  presence.  Ihe 
reason  of  tlds  distinotim  he  took  to  be,  tint 
when  the  Insnlt  was  committed  in  their  on 

Sresenoe,  they  were  all  judges  of  the  fiet,  and 
ad  the  droumstances  all  before  them.  He 
held  that  the  proceedings  of  a  deliberative  bodj, 
on  the  subject  of  contempts,  eAiould  be  panlld 
to  those  observed  in  a  court  of  justica  K  • 
contempt  were  committed  in  the  face  of  tbe 
court,  the  coort  had  power  to  panuA  it  i>  ■ 
snmmvy  manner ;  but  might,  if  they  pleued, 
postpone  their  prooess,  and  proceed  more  defib- 
erately.   But,  for  a  coi^empt  committed 
of  court,  no  such  proceeding  could  be  Jnstifitd. 
And  so,  in  the  case  of  a  dwbmitiTe  body,  ^ 
proceeding  might  not  be  summary,  unless  tb« 
contempt  were  committed  in  presence  of  the 
assembly,  and  tended  to  interrupt  or  prerest 
its  deliberations.   He  a^od  gentlemen  tc  pro- 
duce an  instance,  whether  in  Pariiament,  or  in 
any  court  of  justice,  organized  as  it  sboold  be, 
when  an  individual  charged  wiUi  a  oontewt 
had  been  arrested,  in  the  first  instance.  Ha 
knew  that  ezamplw  mi^^t  be  Jbund  In 
oounti7,  and  it  was  not  snrpriidng  that  it  ehooH 
have  occurred.  Bat  the  course  pursued  wi^ 
first  to  issue  what  was  called  a  rule  *m,  bJ 
which  the  individual  was  called  upon  to  pnrg^ 
himself  of  the  contemjit.   The  role  was  founded 
upon  this  sslntary  prinomle,  that,  before  700 
take  away  the  liberty  of  a  citizen,  yon  ahaU 
proceed  with  the  utmost  caution.  If  in 
present  instance  the  Honse  should  call  np^ 
this  individual  to  pui^  himself  of  the  alle^ 
contempt,  and  he  ^onld  refuse  so  to  do,  then 
the  order  of  the  Honse  wonld  issue,  and  us 
order  ran  into  every  part  of  the  oonnby.  n 
had  fled,  it  wonld  fbllow  him.  Gentlanea 
seemed  to  think  it  necessary  to  iasoetheP^ 
cess  of  the  Honse  at  once,  in  (wder  to  briV"" 
person  before  them,  but  the  Speaker 
discretion  as  to  the  form  of  the  process.  o» 
order  would  be  directed  to  the  Sergeant*' 
Arms  to  seize  this  individual,  and  him  s^olT  ^ 
keep.   Wha^  then,  wonld  follow  on  bis 
brought  up  ?   The  order  would  not  bo  rel*w«i 
and  he  must  therefore,  be  retained  in  tlM  cu- 
tody  oftheBsrmant-at-Arms.  ^othisl^]** 
wasiq^oeed.  He  knew  notUng  penHoWf 
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this  individaal.  He  had  no  aoqaauitance  with 
him,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  be  had  commit- 
ted a  bratal  outrage.  Bat  still  the  Honse  was 
not  to  arraign  him  as  a  orlininal,  and  there  was 
the  mistake  of  gentlemen.  The  House  wad  not 
to  proceed  as  a  court  would  do  in  the  case  of 
crime  or  misdemeanor.  The  only  way  in  a  crim- 
inal proceeding  was  to  apprehend  the  aocosed 
upon  affidavit.  But  this  case  was  of  a  mi»d  na- 
ture. The  Honse  had  no  rif^t  to  inflict  its  aano- 
tion  befbrehand.  The  i^prehraidon  of  the  indi- 
Tidual  amounted  to  a  species  of  corporal  punish- 
ment. This  was  not  to  be  inflictea  in  the  first 
instance.  The  House,  while  it  was  taking  steps 
to  viadicate  its  own  rights,  should  be  cautiouB 
so  to  proceed,  tliat  the  rights  of  the  citizen 
should  not  be  invaded.  He  considered  it  utterly 
out  of  the  qnestion  for  the  House  to  a^oam 
without  takmg  some  step  in  this  aSeir.  He 
never  wonld  vote  for  such  a  motion  until  some- 
thing should  have  been  done,  and  he  should 
now  wait  till  the  question  was  taken  on  the 
nu^on  tar  a  Select  Committee,  and  if  that 
propodtion  should  £ul,  then  he  would  offer  an 
amendment  on  the  priiu^e  he  had  indi- 
cated. 

Kr.  BiJiSDSLBT  observed,  that  when  this 
oomplunt  was  presented,  his  first  impreadon 
had  been  that  the  Hoose  was  authorized  to 
receive  it,  and  to  proceed  and  inflict  suitable 
punishment,  if  the  charge  should  turn  out  to 
be  w^  founded.  It  was  due  to  himself  to  add, 
that  an  examination  of  the  constitution,  and  the 
views  whidi  had  been  presented  in  the  course 
of  the  debate,  together  with  the  consideration 
that  he  had  been  able  to  bestow  upon  the  sub- 
ject, bad  satisfied  him  that  Ids  first  impresdon 
was  emmeons.  If  the  ^tue  would  indulge 
him,  he  would  state  tSie  grounds  upmi  which  fie 
come  to  that  conoluaon. 

The  honorable  genUeman  from  Ohio,  (Itr. 
Stasbesbt,)  in  the  oommunicatlon  to  the  Chair, 
which  had  been  snbsequentij  verified  hj  his 
oath,  had  stated  that  he  was  last  evening  way- 
laid and  attacked  hj  an  individual  in  one  of  the 
streets  of  this  city,  knocked  down  with  a  blud- 
geon, and  beat  with  great  severity,  so  that  he 
was  now  confined  to  his  bed,  and  unable  to 
attend  in  his  place  in  that  lliis  outrage 

is  also  stated  to  have  been  committed  in  conse- 
quence of  langoage  which  had  been  used  by 
him  in  this  House.  Upon  these  facts,  which, 
in  this  posture  of  the  procee^i^,  we  must  take 
to  be  incontrovertible,  the  inqmry  arises,  is  the 
House  authorized  to  airest  and  punish  the  offend- 
er 1  It  was  not  the  province  of  the  House  to 
decide  what  redress  for  theindi^ity  and  su&rr 
ing  would  be  afforded  to  the  iinured  party  in  a 
court  of  law,  nor  was  it  for  this  House  to  invoke 
the  power  of  a  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  in 
which  this  oSenoe  wonld  no  doubt  be  prose- 
cuted, and  an  adequate  punishment  inflicted. 
There  the  rights  of  the  injured  party  would  be 
well  understood  and  appreciated,  and  the  vio- 
lated peaoe  of  the  country  vindicated.  Kor 
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was  it  material  to  inquire  what  power  to  provide 
for  the  punishment  of  cases  like  the  present  had 
been  delegated  to  the  entire  Ieg^slative  branch 
of  this  Government.  Coi^ress  had  not  legis- 
lated upon  the  subject.  The  present  apMal 
was  to  the  power  of  this  House  alone.  He  had 
examined  into  the  constitution  in  search  of  that 
power.  He  was  aware  that  some  powers  were 
eroreealy  delegated  to  this  House  by  it ;  that 
others  were  incidental  and  necessary :  aikd  he 
was  also  aware  that  Congress,  not  the  House 
alone,  might  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper 
to  oairy  Into  execution  all  the  powers  vested 
in  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
department  or  oflloer  thereof 

The  call  was  seconded  by  a  sofficient  vote. 

The  main  question  was  put,  being  npon  the 
original  motion  of  Ur.  Yakck,  viz : 

Retolved,  That  the  Speaker  do  issue  bis  warrant, 
directed  to  the  Sergeaat^t-Arms  attonding  to  the 
House,  coimiumding  him  to  take  in  eosto^,  wfaer* 
ever  to  be  found,  ue  body  of  Samuel  Hooston,  and 
the  same  in  custodj  to  keep,  subject  to  the  fiiither 
order  aad  discretion  of  the  House. 

And  it  was  determined  as  follows: 

Teas. — ^Hessrs.  Chilton  AHan,  Allison,  Ander- 
BOD,  Angel,  Appleton,  Archer,  Arnold,  Ashley, 
Babcock,  Banks,  Noyes  Barber,  John  S.  Barbour, 
Barnwell,  Barringer,  Barstow,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  James 
Bates,  Bell,  Bethone,  James  Blair;  John  Blair, 
Bouck,  Briggs,  John  Brodhead,  John  C,  Brodheadf 
Burd,  Burges,  Cohoon,  Chandler,  Choate,  Cldbome, 
Coke,  Collar,  Lewis  Condict,  ffllas  Goodit,  Eleuthe- 
roa  Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  Cooper,  Corwio,  Coulter, 
Craig,  Crane,  Crawford,  Crelniton,  Daniel,  Daven- 
port, John  Davis,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Dayao,  Denny, 
Dewart,  Dickson,  Doddridge,  Doubleday,  Dnyton, 
Duncan,  EUswortb,  George  Evans,  Joshua  Evana, 
Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Felder,  Ford, 
Foster,  Oilmore,  Gordon,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Thomas 
H.  Hall,  Hawkins,  Heister,  Hodges,  Hofitaura, 
Hogan,  Hubbard,  Hughes,  Hunt,  HuutiDgton,  In- 
gersoll,  Irvin,  Jeidfer,  Charles  0,  Johnston,  Kavit- 
nagb,  Kendall,  Kenoon,  Adam  King,  John  Cnr, 
Henry  King,  Lamar,  Lanfdng,  Learitt,  Lent,^  Letch- 
er, Hason,  Harahall,  McCoy,  Mclntire,  UoSjiy, 
HcKennan,  Hcrcer,  Muhlenberg,  Newnan,  Newton, 
Fearce,  Pendleton,  Pitcher,  nummer,  Potts,  Ran- 
dolph, John  Reed,  Edward  C.  Reed,  Roase,  Root, 
Russel,  William  B.  Shepard,  AugusUoe  H.  Shepperd, 
Slade,  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Sutherland, 
Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Tomp- 
kins, Tracy,  Vance,  VerpUnck,  "Vinton,  Wardwell, 
Waddngton,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Wilkin,  Wheeler, 
Elisba  Whittlesey,  Frederick  Whittiesey,  CampbeU 
P.  White,  Edward  D.  White,  WickliBb,  Wilde, 
Williams,  WortUngton,  Tonng— 145. 

Nats. — U easra.  Beardsley,  Boon,  Bncher,  Clay, 
Conner,  Fitzgerald,  Harper,  Hawes,  Holland,  Horn, 
Jarvis,  Jewett,  Cave  Johnson,  Lecompte,  Lewis, 
Lyon,  UaDQ,  Hardis,  Tfaos.  R.  Mitchell,  Fattoo, 
I^erson,  Polk,  Speight,  Standi&r,  Wiley  Thomvaon 
—25. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


Bmuk  of  Prialtff*. 
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KoNSAT,  April  16. 
Breach  <^I^rvnUge — 0<mof8amwil  SouiUm. 

The  Speaeeb  onnoimced  to  the  House  that 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms  had  executed  the  ordw 
committed  to  him,  and  that  Samuel  Houston 
was  now  in  the  custody  of  that  officer.  Where- 
upon, 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Jietolved,  That  Samuel  Hougtoa  be  brought  to 
the  bar  of  the  House  oa  Thondfiy  next,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  to  ansver  to  the  charge  made  against  him 
fe^  WiLLiAU  Stanbebrt,  of  Obio,  a  memoer  of  thii 
Bouse,  in  Us  letter  and  affldavit;  and  that  he  be 
forthwith  ftambhed  with  a  copy  of  said  charge  and 
letter  ol  ndd  Stanbeny,  bjr  the  Qeik. 

Jit.  DA.TIB,  after  explaming  and  vindioating 
tiie  motives  which  had  led  to  the  resolution 
he  had  offered,  agreed  to  modify  it  in  such  a 
manner  as  that  the  accused  party  might  forth- 
with be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House. 

Tbe  rescduuon  of  lb.  Datib  was  modified  V 
him  at  the  mggeslion  of  Messrs.  Fobikb  and 
WiQKUFn,  bo  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Reaohtd,  That  a  Committee  on  Fri^kf;es,  con- 
dsting  of  seven  members,  be  app<^nted  and  in- 
structed to  report  a  mode  of  proceeding  in  the 
case  of  Samuw  Houston,  who  is  now  in  custody 
by  virtue  of  an  order  of  this  House,  and  that  sud 
committee  have  leave  to  execute  the  duty  ss^pied 
tbem  immediately. 

The  resc^a1i<m  vaa  adc^ted  almost  nnani- 
monily. 

After  a  brief  interval,  Mr.  Houston  was 
brought  in  the  custody  of  the  Sei^^eant-at-Anns, 
and  placed  at  the  bar  of  the  House ;  whw  the 
SpiUKn  addressed  him  as  fcdlows: 

"  Samuel  Houston,  yon  have  been  brooffht  beibre 
this  House,  by  its  order,  to  answer  tiie  oiargfi  of 
having  assaulted  and  beaten  Willum  Stahbibbt,  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
TTuited  States  from  the  State  of  Obio,  for  words 
spoken  by  him,  in  liis  {dace,  as  a  member  of  the 
House,  in  debate  upon  a  qnestimi  tlien  depending  ' 
bdbre  die  House.  Before  you  are  called  upon  to 
answer,  in  any  manner,  to  the  subject-matter  of  this 
charge,  it  is  my  duty,  as  presiding  officer  of  tUs 
House,  to  inform  you  that  if  you  desire  the  »SA  of 
counsel,  the  testimony  of  witnesses,  time  to  prepare 
for  your  defence,  or  liave  any  other  request  to 
make  in  rektion  to  this  sol^ect,  your  request  will 
now  be  reo^ved  and  considered  by  the  House.  If, 
however,  you  neither  wish  for  counsel,  witnesses, 
or  ftirther  time,  but  are  now  ready  to  proceed  to 
the  investigadon  of  the  chai^  you  will  state  it,  and 
the  House  wQt  take  order  acooraugly." 

To  which  the  said  Samnd  Houston  answered 
Bsfi^ws: 

**Hr.  Ehieaker,  I  wii^  no  counsel:  I  shall  require 
the  attendance  of  witnesses.  Having  but  this  mo- 
ment been  apprised  of  the  couise  which  would  be 
pursued  by  the  House,  and  beUeving,  as  I  do,  tlut 
tUs  invesdnUon  is  to  limn  a  {ueeedent,  essentiaUy 
bmdving  toe  Bberty  of  Amsriesn  dtfswas,  I  will 


[Amb^IOL 


cUm  at  least  tweaty^Awr  iMMm  to  piepanmji» 
qM»se  to  the  aeoasatfoa.** 

A  committee  was  thw  zpptmted  to  report 
the  prooeedinga  proper  to  he  observed  bj  the 
House  in  the  trial  of  the  oase^  aa  bentofin 
stated. 

[The  foUowing  Mntlanen  oompoeed  the  oos- 
mittee,  viz :  Mr.  Datib,  of  MaMachnsetta,  Mr. 
OouLTEB,  Mr.  HmmBoxoi^  Ibr.  FAntai,  and 
Mr.  Bbasdblbt.] 


Tctsdat,  April  17. 

Mr.  Datu.  of  Massachusetts  frcmi  the  Oosn- 
mittee  on  Privil^Ees,  ^pointed  on  l[ondaj> 
presented  the  Idlowiiig  report : 

The  Oommittee  on  ravfleges,  who  were 
instructed  by  the  House  to  report  a  mode  4ji  pro- 
ceeding in  tiie  case  of  Samnel  Hooatcm-  -mho  is 
now  in  custody,  under  a  warrant  Issued^  ordo* 
of  the  House,  upon  the  complaint  of  William 
Stahbkkbt,  one  of  its  members,  for  afTfanlting 
and  beating  the  said  Staitbkbbt  for  words  spoken 
in  his  place  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  following  order : 

Ordtred,  That  the  following  course  of  proceeding 
be  observed,  namely : 

Siud  Samuel  Houston  shall  be  again  placed  at  die 
bar  of  the  House,  and  the  letter  of  said  Staoberty 
shall  be  read  to  him;  aAw  whioh,  the  ^leakcr 
shall  put  to  lum  the  fdlowiu  Intecrogatocy  : 

Do  yon  adailt  or  deny  tSat  you  assaidted  sad 
beat  the  sdd  Stanberry,  as  he  has  represented  is 
the  letter  which  has  been  read,  a  copy  of  which  has 
been  delivered  to  you  by  order  of  the  House  t 

If  the  said  Samnel  Houston  admit  that  be  Si 
assault  and  beat  the  sidd  StaobetnTf  as  la  aoid  letter 
Is  reiwesented,  then  Ae  ^teakerdiaU  pottohimtfae 
folloiring  interrogatory : 

Do  you  admit  or  deny  that  the  same  asssah  sad 
beating  were  done  for  and  on  account  of  words 
spoken  by  the  said  Stanberry  in  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentativcs  in  debate? 

If  the  said  Samnel  Houston  admit  the  assault  and 
beatlDC,  and  that  thmr  were  ftar  the  oaoBeafbreaaid, 
then  the  House  shw  consider  the  charge  made  hj 
the  mid  Stanberry  as  true,  and  shall  proceed  to 
judgment  thereon. 

But  if  the  said  Samuel  Houston  deny  the  assault 
and  beating,  or  that  the  same  were  done  for  the 
cause  aforraaid,  or  refose,  or  evade  answering  sud 
iotwrogatories,  then  the  said  mOiam  Btanbeny 
shall  be  examined  as  a  witness  touching  said  chai^ ; 
after  which,  the  said  Samud  Houston  shall  be  d- 
lowed  to  introduce  any  competent  evidence  in  bii 
defence  ;  and  tiien  any  further  evidence  the  Hoosa 
m^  direct  shall  also  be  introduced. 

u  parol  evidence  is  offered,  the  witnrases  dtoD 
be  sworn  by  the  Speaker,  and  be  examined  at  the 
bar,  unless  they  ore  members  of  the  House,  in 
whteh  case  they  may  be  examined  in  their  plsecs. 
A  committee  ^aiH  be  sppdnted  to  examine  wit> 
nesses.  The  qoestioos  put  shall  be  reduced  to 
writing,  (by  a  person  to  be  ai^xunted  tot  that  pur- 
pose,) before  me  same  ore  pn^osed  tethe  witiMSS, 
and  the  annrem  shsttakobe  rednoed  to  wiiliat* 
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Btwj  qawHoB  pttt  bj  a  member  not  of  tbe  com- 
mittM^  aluil  be  reduced  to  writing  hj  each  member, 
and  be  propounded  to  the  witness  by  the  Bpeaker, 
if  not  objected  to;  but  if  ftny  quesdoQ  shsll  be 
objected  to,  or  anf  testimony  offered  shall  be  ob- 
jected to  by  any  member,  tbe  member  so  ot^eoUng, 
and  tbe  accused,  or  hia  counsel,  shall  be  heard 
ibereon;  after  wliicb,  tb.9  question  shall  be  decided 
without  further  debate. 

When  the  evidence  Is  all  before  the  House,  the 
said  Samuel  Houatoa  shall  be  heard  on  the  whole 
matter  by  himself^  or  his  counsel,  as  he  may  elect. 

After  the  said  Samuel  Eouston  shall  have  been  bo 
heard,  he  shall  be  direoted  -to  withdraw,  and  the 
Honn  shall  proceed  to  condder  tbe  subject,  and  to 
take  soeh  order  theieoii  u  may  seem  just  and 
^oper. 

Said  Samuel  Houston  shsS  be  itamiabed  with  a 
copy  of  this  order. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  oonoarred 
in  nnanimonaly. 

The  committee  was  then  ordered  to  consist 
of  five  memb«n,  a  propoeftion  for  Beven  bar- 
ing been  previoiisly  ne^itived. 

Some  oiEcnssion  ensoed  as  to  the  partloalar 
time  of  proceeding  to  triaL 
'  Iliuny,  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock,  being 
the  time  sud  to  be  preferred  hj  General  Hous- 
ton, was  unanimotuly  agreed  to. 


WamnaDATf  April  18. 

This  rabject  wa^  aocording  to  the  order  of 
the  daj^  taken  up. 

Hr.  JotnraoN,  Tennessee,  offered  a  reeoln- 
tioo  that  funnel  Houston  be  allowed  to  employ 
counsel  to  aid  him  in  his  defenoe.  Kr.J.stated, 
in  exptenation,  that  Hr.  Houston,  although  he 
had,  when  pat  to  the  bar,  stated  to  the  Hooee 
tliat  he  had  no  desire  for  counsel,  had,  on  ftir- 
ther  reflection,  come  to  a  different  oondasion. 
and  that  tJbe  present  resolntion  had  been  offered 
at  his  request. 

The  resolntion  was  agreed  to. 

Samnel  Honston  was  now  bronght  to  ihe  bar 
<tf  the  Boose  by  the  Sergeant-at-AnoB,  accom- 
panied by  his  oounsel,  Fnmcis  S.  Key,  Esq., 
when  the  Spumt,  after  announcing  to  him 
&e  natnre  of  tlie^  charge  he  was  called  to 
answer,  notified  him  thAt,  before  proceeding 
to  interrogatories,  he  was  reqairol  to  say 
whe^er  he  was  prepared  to  proceed  to  trial 
according  to  the  oraer  which  had  l>een  an- 
nounced to  him,  or  whether  he  had  any  other 
reqaest  to  make  of  the  House. 

Sir.  Honston,  in  reply,  submitted  the  foUow- 
iag  pi^er,  which  was  read  by  his  counsel,  and 
again  read  at  the  Clerk's  table : 

"Tbe  aconsed  denies  that  *be  assaulted  and 
beat*  tbs  said  Stanberry  aa  he  has  iqmseuted  in 
the  letter  which  has  been  read. 

'*He  adodts  that  he  felt  great  indignatioa  on 
leacDng  in  the  NatioHat  InUUU/ateer  remarks,  there 
•tatedto  have  been  made  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
cfBspmaHiitaHfM  by  the  said  BtaBbsrry,  Impirtiag 


[H.  or  B. 

to  the  accused,  by  name,  a  gross  offence  of  which 
be  knew  himself  to  be  ianooeot,  and  the  dissemina- 
tion of  which  tbrou^out  the  country,  by  such  pub- 
lication, was  evidently  caloulated  to  affect  hia  honor 
and  character.  Under  these  ciroumBtanoes,  the  ao- 
cused  was  induced  to  Inquire  of  said  Staabeiry,  In  a 
respectful  note,  whether  tbe  report  of  what  be  had 
said  was  truly  set  forth  in  said  paper.  To  which 
inqiury  thus  made,  said  Stanberry  refused  to  give 
any  answer,  In  a  manner  calculated  still  further  to 
Injure  ttie  accused.  The  accused  admits  that  he 
was  greatly  excited  by  these  prOTOcations,  and  that, 
under  tbe  tafluence  of  feelings  thus  excited,  he  did, 
on  accidentally  meeting  the  s^d  Stanberry,  assault 
and  beat  him,  the  aecwed  being  unarmed  with  any 
othw  weapon  than  a  common  walking  cane,  and 
believing  the  sdd  Stanberry  to  be,  as  he  in  feet 
was,  armed  with  pistols — that  the  meeting  toA 
place  several  hours  after  the  adjournment  of  Con- 
fess, about  ei^t  o'clock  in  uie  evening,  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Avenoe,  and  neariy  half  a  mils  from 
the  capltol,  and  on  tbe  omoaite  side  of  tbe  Avenuo 
from  where  Hr.  8ta&berry*a  boar^g^onse  is  dtu- 
ated ;  and  that,  at  tba  woe  of  this  occorreooe,  he 
was  neither  seeking  fiir,  nor  expecting  to  see,  flie 
said  Stanberry. 

"  The  accused  denies  that  be  Intended  to  commit, 
or  tliat  he  betieved  be  was  committing,  any  con- 
tempt towarda  tbe  House  of  Bepreaentatives,  or  any 
breach  of  Itaprivll^e,  or  the  privilegeof  anyof  its 
membeiB.  He  dtttus  that  the  act  complained  oi 
constitutes  any  each  contempt  or  breach  of  privi- 
lege, and  is  prepared  to  jusUiy  bis  conduct,  so  fer 
at  iMSt  as  the  rights  and  (wivileges  of  this  House 
and  ita  members  are  ooncemed,  by  proof." 

The  8mm  inquired  whethw  Hr.  Hooston 
was  prepared  to  proceed  In  the  triaL  Towhioih 
he  replied  in  the  affirmaUve. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Btadbkbbt  was  then  read. 

The  SmxiB  then  put  tiie  first  interro^ntwy, 
directed  by  nder  of  the  House,  yeateraay,  at 
follows : 

Do  you  admit  or  deny  that  yon  assaulted  and 
beat  the  said  Stanberry,  as  ha  has  repreeeated  in 
the  letter  wUdi  has  been  rea^  a  eoi^  of  which 
has  been  deUvend  to  you  by  the  order  of  the 
Hooaer 

The  aoonsed  replied  that  his  oonnsel  would 
reBp<md  to  the  intenogattMT'fhr  him;  whu^ 
upon, 

Hr.  ^7  read  from  a  papw,  sobstaDtially,  as 

follows: 

He  denies  the  charge  in  the  fom  in  which  it  was 
set  forth;  he  admits  that  he  iett  great  iiuiignation 
mi  reading  the  remarks  of  Hr.  SraiinuT,  as 
reported  in  tbe  InUUirnnctTy  oliarging  him  with 
offences  derogatory  to  his  honor  and  <£araoter,  of 
which  he  was  innocent.  He  says  that  be  inquired 
of  Hr.  S.  if  the  report  truly  set  forth  what  he  had 
sud,  which  inquiry  Hr.  S.  refused  to  answer.  He 
admits  that  he  was  greatly  exoted  by  the  manner 
of  tUa  refiiaal,  and  tid,  on  accidentally  meeting 
with  Hr.  a,  beat  hfan.  Hesaysthatbehinwlfwas 
armed  only  with  an  ordinary  walking  slick  ;  that 
Hr,  3.  was  armed  with  pistols ;  that  be  met  him 
several  hours  after  the  House  lud  adfoumed,  half  a 
mile  from  the  ca^tol,  and  am  the  rida  of  the  stress 
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oi^HMite  tiuit  of  ICr.  S.'a  lodgings.  He  denies  tiiat 
in  wliat  pund  be  intended  to  eommit  a  contempt 
.  egtinst  the  Home,  or  s  breech  of  the  privileges  of 
Its  members.  He  deoles  that  the  act  inTolTessuoh 
»  cODtempt  or  brescb  ;  and  is  prepared  to  jnstify 
his  oooduot,  as  &r  as  the  Howe  is  oonoemed,  by 
proof  and  ergmnent. 

The  second  interrogatory  vas  then  put  to  the 
aocDsed  hj  the  Sfsaxxb,  aa  fi^ws : 

Do  joa  admit  or  deny  that  the  sidd  assault  and 
beating  were  done  for  and  on  account  of  words 
apoken  by  the  ssid  StanlMny  In  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatiTce  In  debate? 

To  which  the  aooased  replied  that  the  re- 
epOQse  given  to  the  first  interrogatory  embraced 
an  aoBirer  to  the  aeoMid,  audi  he  declined  gating 
any  other. 

Mr.  Datib,  d  ICawadnuettB,  aUn^ng  to  the 
absence  of  Mr.  BrAnxBST,  mored  wat  the 

fiirther  proeecntion  of  the  trial  be  ^Bositended 
nntil  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  Yanos  stated  that  Mr.  Stasbkbst  was 
•  able  to  attend  whenever  it  might  be  neoemry. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Houston  and  ms  connsel  having  retiredf 

Mr.  Datib,  on  aocomit  of  ill  health,  reqaested 
to  be  excused  from  aerving  on  the  committee 
i^>p<^ted  to  superintend  uie  examination  of 
witneasea,  and  was  excnsed  aooordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Datib,  Mr.  Joseph  Galea, 
Jonior,  waa  qiptnnted  to  take  down  the  testi- 
numy. 


Thtibbdat,  April  19. 
Gate  <if  Samtiel  Sbuiton. 

The  Spkaxeb  informed  the  Honae  that  nnder 
the  resolution  adopted  yeeterdi^,  l6r.  Qales  bad 
consented  to  act  as  stenogr^her  on  the  trial  of 
Samnel  Houston. 

The  boor  of  twelve  having  arrived, 

Mr.  Houston  waa  again  [daoed  at  the  bar. 

Tha  ^xucKB  aaked  him  if  he  waa  ready  to 
proceed  in  the  trial,  and  he  answered  in  fhe 
afibmative;  whereupon, 

Mr.  OouLTER,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Privi- 
kgea,  moved  that  Mr.  Stahbkrby  be  now 
sworn,  and  called  upon  for  his  testimony. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  Btanbbbst 
was  sworn,  in  the  usual  form,  to  testify,  &c. 

[The  testimony  in  the  case  is  spread  on  the 
Jounial  of  the  House.  In  the  following  notices 
of  the  trial,  such  parts  of  the  testimony  only 
are  introduced  as  are  neceaaary  to  eluddate  the 
debate  on  the  different  questions  wliich  arose.] 

Mr.  8tanbsbkt  teatified  as  foUom : 

On  the  4th  <tf  thia  montii,  Mr.  Oavx  Johnson, 
a  membor  of  thia  Hoaae,  preae&ted  to  me  a 
note  from  Mr.  Houston,  wluch  I  believe  is  now 
in  poaaession  of  my  oolleague,  (Mr.  Obewhton, 
oS  Ohio,)  which  I  request  nuy  he  handed  to 
the  Ohair  so  that  it  may  be  read. 

The  letter  was  handed  to  the  Ohair,  and  was 
read,  and  ia  as  followa: 


WmaKOTOH  OiTT,  April  S,  18S2. 
Sir  ;  I  have  seen  some  remarks  in  the  Nation^ 
IiUdligenar  of  the  Sd  Instant,  in  which  yon  af«  rep- 
resented t«  haves^,  "  Was  the  late  Seeretaty  of 
War  removed  In  coDseqnenee  of  tais  attempt  ftaado- 
lently  to  give  to  Governor  Houston  theotrntraette 
In^an  rations?** 

The  object  of  this  note  is  to  ascertain  vbether 
m;  name  was  used  by  [you]  in  debate;  and,  tf 
so,  whether  your  remarks  have  been  correctly 
quoted. 

As  the  remarits  were  Inserted  in  anddpadon  of 
their  regular  ^aee,  **I  h<nie  you  wiH  flod  H  eoa- 
venlent  to  reply  without  delay." 

I  am,  your  most  obedient  eerrant, 

BAHUEL  HOUBIOH: 
Hon.  WUXUH  SrAKBBBKT,  Jf.  O. 

That  lettCT  waa  presented  to  me  in  ihia  "StiL 
I  do  not  remember  whether  the  aawioii  of  the 
House  had  o(anma»ed  w  not ;  and  a  dedra 

was  aq)ressed  hy  Mr.  Johnson  fiw  a  spee^ 
answer  to  it.  On  the  same  day  I  wrote  aa 
answer,  dated  the  4th  of  April,  bat  not  {we> 
Ben  ted  until  next  day ;  which  I  handed  to  Mr. 
OxBiGHTON^  requesting  Mr.  GsBiaHTON,  before 
presenting  it,  to  ascertain  whether  Mr.  JoHBaov 
was  aoqn^ted  with  the  contents  of  the  note 
of  Mr.  Houston.  That  letter  I  wish  to  bare 
read  for  the  information  of  the  House. 
The  letter  was  read,  and  is  as  follows : 

"Hall  or  RiFUSBFTATivxs,  April  4, 1BS9. 

"  Sir  :  I  received  this  mornbg,  by  your  hands,  a 
note  signed  Samuel  Houston,  quoting  from  the 
Kational  TfUelligencer  of  the  Sd  instant,  a  remark 
made  by  me  in  tiM  House.  Tbe  olgect  tit  the  note 
is  *to  aseestefat  whether  Ur.  Houston^  naaae  was 
used  by  me  In  debate  and  whether  ny  remarks 
were  correctly  quoted.* 

"  I  cannot  reoogniie  the  right  of  H r.  Hoaatao  ta 
make  this  request   Very  respectfully,  yo«ra,  Ac. 

WILLIAM  SrAKraBKT. 

**  The  Hon.  Oavb  Jobxsoh.** 

Mr.  OsnsHTON,  I  nnderstand,  |wasentad  the 
note  whioh  haa  been  read,  to  Mr.  JoBasu,  in 
this  HalL  Some  time  on  the  same  day,  Mr. 

JoHNBON  came  to  me,  and,  after  lamenting  I 
had  not  thought  fit  to  addrna  an  answer  to  Mr. 
Houaton,  s^d  that,  after  consultation  with  hia 
fiiends,  he  had  come  to  the  detenninati(m  to 
have  nothing  further  to  do  with  the  matter 
himself;  and  had  handed  the  note  to  Mr.  Hooa- 
ton,  to  take  his  own  coarse.  On  the  evening 
of  the  day  on  which  I  received  the  note  from  Mr. 
Houston,  and  before  sending  the  answer,  I  had 
a  consultation  with  some  of  my  fHends,  who 
agreed  with  me  upon  iha  answer  which  waa 
sent  It  waa  the  t^nion  of  <Hie  of  my  friends 
(Ifr.  EwiHQ,  of  Ohio)  that  it  was  proper  I  ahoold 
be  armed ;  that,  immediately  npm  the  xoeap- 
tdon  ctf  my  note,  1&.  Houston  wonU  pnbahir 
make  an  aaaaolt  up<m  me.  Mr.  Ewnre  aeoom- 
ioj^y  procured  for  me  a  pair  of  pistols  and  a 
dirk ;  and  on  the  morning  cm  which  the  answer 
was  sent,  I  was  prepared  to  meet  Mr.  Houston, 
if  he  ahoold  assaolt  me.  la  the  evaning^ 
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my  lodgiDgB^  I  recetTod  a  note  ftvm  ft  gentle-' 
man  of  the  Dame  of  McCarty,  of  iDdiaoa,  (not 
the  member  of  thU  Hoiue,)  infonning  me  that 
he  had  WMuething  of  importance  which  he 
wished  to  communioate.  BnbBequentljr,  he 
told  me  that,  being  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Tipton, 
of  Indiana,  he  had  heard  some  gentleman  whose 
name  he  did  not  mention,  declare  he  had  heard 
HooBton  say  that  he  intended  to  shoot  me  In 
the  street,  and  to  have  a  man,  whose  name,  I 
believe,  was  Armstrong  of  Tennessee,  in  com- 
pany inth  him.  Mr.  MoOartr,  I  believe,  oom- 
monioated  the  same  Informa^n  to  Ur.  Ewihq. 
who  came  to  the  House  with  me  next  dsj,  ana 
I  was  prepared  with  my  pistds  ooolred  to  de- 
fmA  myself;  hnt  I  did  not  meet  with  Ur. 
Houston  that  day,  thongh  I  saw  him  within 
the  Hoose.  I  expected  every  time  I  went  out 
of^  or  came  into,  this  HaU,  to  meet  him,  and  I 
was  always  prepared  for  snoh  an  event.  Hy 
ol^eot  in  desiri^  the  company  of  Ur.  Ewino, 
was  to  have  a  reapeotable  witness  present  who 
was  not  to  interfere  between  me  and  Ur.  Hons- 
ton,  miless  his  own  lodgment  should  dictate  it 
I  was  uqwilling  uat  any  thing  between  us 
ahoold  depend  upon  the  testimony  of  sndi  wit- 
nesses as  lix.  Hooatm  ndght  have  in  his  oom- 
pany.  I  otmtimied  prepwed  fyr  the  expected 
meeting  until  I  began  to  think  dther  that  Ur. 
Hoiutcm  never  had  an  intention  to  attack  me, 
or  had  relinquished  it ;  but  still  kept  a  pistol  in 
my  pocket.  On  Friday  mght,  at  eight  o'clock, 
^reudsing  that  I  reride  at  Mrs.  Queen's,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Avenue,)  I  left  Mrs.  Queen's, 
crossed  the  Avenue,  and  stepped  on  ^e  ude- 
walk  near  Mr.  EUiot's,  having  one  pistol  in  my 
pocket  not  cooked,  having  no  expectation  of 
meeting  Ur.  Houston.  At  the  moment  of 
steppiug  on  the  sidewalk,  Ur.  Houston  stood 
before  me.  I  think  he  called  me  by  my  name, 
and  inatantly  stmdc  me  with  the  uodgeon  he 
had  in  hia  hand  with  great  violanee,  and  he 
peated  the  Mow  while  I  was  down ;  he  atmok 
me  repeatedly  with  great  violence.  I  was 
either  Kn0(^ed  down  or  thrown  in  the  souffle, 
I  do  not  know  which ;  while  down,  tnnung  on 
my  right  ride,  I  sot  my  hand  in  my  pocket,  and 
got  my  pistol  and  cocked  it ;  I  watched  an  ap- 
portuni^  while  he  was  striking  me  witili  great 
violence^  and  pulled  the  trigge^  aiming  at  his 
breast ;  the  pistol  did  not  go  off ;  I  thought  it 
did  not  anu>,  but  I  have  sinoe  understood  it  did. 
He  wrested  the  pistol  ftom  my  hand,  and,  after 
some  more  blows,  he  me.  In  reuy  to 
sometUng  whidil  aidd,  I  do  not  diitlnatly  reo- 
oUeot  what,  Houston  said  "  I  had  aBaailed  him, 
and  that  he  wonld  be  anaweraUe  to  the  laws  of 
hb  ooimtry  for  what  h«  had  done." 

QiuttioH  bif  th*  etmmUU*. — ^Was  any  person  or 
paraoiis  iHresent  with  Mr.  Hooston,  or  near  to  him, 
when  the  blow  was  first  infUoted  ? 

^MMW.— There  was  (ue  in^vidoal;  the  toansao- 
tioa  was  ao  hmiM,  and  tlie  asaudt  was  ao  Inmedi- 
ata.  that  I  did  not  raoognba  Um;  the  blow  waa 
lometad  Ifj  Hoasttm  Inrtantfy  on  my  recognlibg 


him.  X  tUnk  there  was  another  with  him,  but  he 
appeared  to  me  to  be  standing  still. 

[After  some  fhrther  evidence  by  Ur.  S.] 
Qtu^on  b}f  ike  atetutd  {to  Mr.  Btanberry,) — 
nmn  renuurks,  thns  published,  impute  a  fraud  to 
the  ftocosed;  had  you  then,  or  have  you  now,  any 
and  wlwt  evidence  of  the  oorrectness  of  such  Im- 
potaOoa? 

To  tUa  Interrogatory  Ur.  Diokson,  one  of  the 
members  trtm  Uie  State  <rf  New  York,  objected. 

And  the  qoeetion  being  taken — "Kiall  tiie 
si^d  interrogatory  be  pott"  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  101,  nays  82. 

Ur.  Stabbibbt  thui  proceeded  to  anawer  aa 
follows : 

"  It  was  no  put  of  myintration  to  bupnte  fraud 
to  General  Houston,  ms  name  was  mentioned, 
'  merely  that  the  tnuuacUon  to  whicb  I  alluded 
B^ght  be  Identified.  I  Intended  to  make  a  oluuve 
against  the  late  Seoretarv  of  War,  and  agdnst  ue 
I^esident,  tf  he  bad  a  knowledgs  of  tlw  omtenH 
plated  fraud  and  did  not  disapprove  of  it.** 

Ur.  pATTOK  suggested'  that  the  w  itnees  ought  * 
not  to  proceed  any  ftirt^er.  Aa  he  denied  all 
intention  of  imputing  fraud  to  the  respondent, 
any  rei^  aa  to  the  groonda  upon  whioh  the  im- 
pntatiiMi  ijf  fraud  waa  foonded  wonld  be  iirelo* 
vantw 

Ur.  YiNTOV  called  for  the  reading  of  the  r»- 
marka  of  Ur.  Btahbebbj  to  which  the  inter- 
rogatory Tefened,  and  tti«y  were  read  aooMtl- 

inriy. 

Mr.  WiOKUFFx,  though  he  r^tretted  that  the 
interrc^toty  had  been  pot,  thought  that  it 
must  be  ftdly  answered. 

Ur.  Adahs  expressed  his  hope  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  would  move  a  reconsid- 
erataon  of  the  vote  by  which  the  Honse  had  or- 
dered the  interrogatory  to  be  pnt  and  answered. 
The  essential  part  of  the  answer  had  been  ^ven, 
and  the  Honse  had  no  oonoem  In  the  reaidne. 

Ur.  Obak  moved  that  the  witness  be  excosed 
fi>om  ftarther  answering  the  interrogatory. 

Ur.  OoVLTiB  hoped  that  the  counsel  would 
consent  to  withdraw  it ;  but  if  he  should  re- 
vise, the  whole  answer  must  be  given. 

Mr.  Kit  expressed  his  willingness  to  relieve 
the  House  from  its  difficulty,  by  withdrawing 
the  interr(^i;atory.  He  waa  not  influenced  to 
do  this  by  any  fear  of  ii^ury  to  the  accused,  for 
the  answer  given  was  that  which  of  all  others 
be  moat  dewed.  But,  to  relieve  the  House,  he 
would  withdraw  the  interrogatory  in  its  present 
form,  and  iubatafeote  anoAer,  inqniring  of  the 
witness  whether  he  meant  to  impnte  fraud  to 
the  icBpondmt. 

Ur.  IfnoB  observed  that  the  coimsd  had 
no  rlgjit  to  irithdraw  the  intwrcnatory. 

Hie  SraaxiB  replied  that  he  had  a  right  to 
ask  leave. 

It  being  now  very  late,  Ur.  L.  Ooiroiov 
moved  to  poal^ne  all  further  proceedings  in 
this  trial  until  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow. 

The  mofikMH  prenuled— and  the  Honse  ad- 
Jouniedt 
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Satdbdat,  April  M. 

Com  cf  Samtul  SoiuUm. 

Tlie  joDinal  of  yeotraday  haring  been  road, 
lir.  Stanbebbt  expressed  a  wish  to  have  the 
joiirnal  of  Tharada;^,  the  19th  instant,  corrected. 
He  moved  that  the  word  *'  complsinant "  in 
connection  with  his  own  name  be  stricken  ont : 
he  did  not  wish  to  appear  as  the  oompl^nant 
in  this  case.  He  had  addressed  a  tetto*  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  Honse,  statins  the  facts  of  the 
ease:  and  he  now  considered  this  House  and 
the  nation  as  the  oomplunants.  I  am  less  in- 
terested myself,  sud  Mr.  S.,  than  any  other 

rsrson,  as  Teogeance,  with  respect  to  me,  has, 
tnistl  been  faOj  satisfied. 
Ifir.  iBTiHO  sanested  to  his  oolleatnie  to  post- 
pone his  motion  ^r  the  present,  and  saffer  the 
triid  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Boon  objected  to  any  correction  of  the 
jonmaL  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  nation  was 
not  the  oomplainant,  bat  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  himseu  alone. 

Hr.  Spbioht  rose  to  reqnest  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  to  withdraw  his  motion.  All  the 
facts  had  nme  forth  to  world,  and  all  un- 
derstood who  was  the 'oomplainant ;  the  lan- 
gtuue  of  Oie  jonnul  was  of  little  oonsequenoe. 

llr.  Boon  replied  that  the  remarks  of  his 
friend  from  North  Oarolina  were  so  fordble 
that  he  would  withdraw  his  Direction. 

Hr.  Haix,  of  Korth  Oarolina,  asked  and  ob- 
tdned  leave  to  sabmit  the  following  resolntion : 

"Sttotvtd,  Tfast  no  member  of  the  Eonse,  except 
the  eonunittee  ftppolnted  for  the  muiagemeiit  of 
tin  trial  now  pending  befom  the  House,  be  permit* 
ted  to  discuss  questions  pertaining  to  the  trial  of 
Samuel  Hoostoo,  until  the  exuninwon  of  witnesses 
is  closed ;  that  all  questions  be  propoonded  through 
the  committee  in  vritiog,  and  that  tlie  members 
of  the  committee  alone,  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
be  aHowed  to  oUect  to,  or  discuss,  the  relevancy 
or  iirevdanciy  of  testimony^  thus  precluding  any 
ftuther  delMte  upon  the  decidon  of  soch  questions 
or  otjections." 

Mr.  Bebd  Bfud  that,  to  avoid  useless  disons- 
rion,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  reaolation  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Hall,  on  that  qnesdon,  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  Wioxuin  asked  Vx,  Bdd  to  withdraw 
fbe  motdtm  for  a  mcmient 

Mr.  Bbd  having  ooneented, 

Mr.  WiOKLiFFB  offered  a  modification  of  the 
leaolntion. 

Mr.  Hall  sud  that,  as  the  modifioatiwi  ob- 
viated the  diflBcnlty  he  wished  to  remedy,  he 
wonld  withdraw  his  reaolatiiHL 

[After  a  desultory  del>ate  of  some  duration,  Xr. 
WiCKLun  irithdrew  hismodiAeatioa.} 

The  House  adjourned. 


MORDAT,  April  28. 

Mr.  Houston  was  pot  to  tlw  bar,  maA  tibe  ex- 
amination of  witnesses  reemned. 

The  Hon.  Feuz  Gbundv,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Brer- 
KSB,  and  the  Hmt  Mr.  Tepton,  of  the  Senate^ 
Dr.  Haw,  and  Mr.  Shaw,  were  sevflnDy  ex- 
amined. 

The  examination  being  dosed,  and  th«  testi- 
mony having  been  read  to  the  wTtaeaee^ 

The  farther  heating  of  tiie  oaae  was  poalpomd 
to  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow. 


VBiMrasDAT,  April  86. 
0cm  qf  Samwi  ffotuion. 

The  case  of  Samuel  Honatmi  agdn  eoadag  iq» 

for  hearing, 

Itx.  DoDDsmaa  moved  to  postpcme  fluthcr 
proceedings  in  the  trial  nnttf  FrMay  next,  at 
twelve  o'clock.  He  said  that  he  nndentood 
all  the  testimony  bad  been  taken,  and  that  he 
had  consulted  the  ootmsel  of  the  aocnsed,  who 
had  no  ol^Jeetiftts  to  andi  a  eomm  He  aboold 
aooompany  his  motion  with  anoUwr  to  print 
the  testimony,  wishing  the  Hotue  to  poawa 
that  preparatHHi  winch  might  oondnoe  to  pre- 
vent much  consumption  of  time  in  vseleia 
hate.  Anotiier  reason  for  his  motion  was  a 
wish  not  to  interfere  with  the  bnoneas  the 
District  of  Oolnmbia.  There  were  two  measmes 
in  puiicalar  which  were  of  great  interest,  and 
on  which  he  hoped  the  Honse  wonld  act  favor- 
ably :  one  was  the  bill  in  fartherance  of  the 
aqnednet  above  Georgetown ;  the  other  was 
tluit  for  the  bridge  over  the  Pot<Mnao.  If  the 
House  was  to  act  at  all  tm  these  hills,  it  most 
act  socffi,  that  the  early  part  of  the  saramer 
might  he  occupied  in  prosecuting  the  pmiMaed 
works. 

The  motion  was  afterwards -withdrawn,  and 
tibe  case  oontinned  till  to-morrow. 


TEmpmAT,  April  89. 

Om  ^  Samud  HouMton^Opming  ^pmk  4» 
D^enee. 

Mr.  Bjet,  counsel  for  the  accused,  rose,  and 
addressed  the  Hoose  as  follows :  The  duty  I  am 
now  to  discbarge,  of  submitting  the  defence  of 
Samnel  HonstontothishonoraUe  House,  would 
be  a  far  lighter  one  to  the  House  and  to  myseli^ 
if  I  could  consider  this  the  case  of  Samuel  Hous- 
ton alone.  I  could  find,  in  the  facts  of  this  case, 
admitting,  to  its  fullest  extentjthe  power  as- 
serted agidnst  him,  a  moat  snmident  defiwce. 
Bnt,  dr,  this  oaose  cannot  ftil  to  have  oonae- 
qoencea,  for  good  or  fiv  enl,  extending  to  dis- 
tant day&  when  tlie  aoonsed  and  all  around  him 
may  be  forgotten.  It  is  thooj^t  to  affect  the 
Id^  privileges  of  Uds  great  House;  and  it  is 
certain  that  it  a&ots  the  still  lu^^  privilcgfla 
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of  a  gtai  greater  awe  the  pwyle  of  thia  greet 
republic. 

I  can  ex^m  no  r^ret  that  my  client  has 
been  placed  in  his  present  aitoation.  Ahhoogb 
It  may  be  in  some  de^;ree  hnmiliating  to  stand 
at  the  bar  eren  of  this  high  tribunal,  for  trial 
as  an  offender,  client,  I  know,  feeU  no  snoh 
regret.  I  speak  m  reference  to  his  trial  for  the 
act  complained  of  in  this  place.  That  act  he 
would  not  seek  to  justify  by  the  strict  and  per- 
fect rule  of  duty  prescribed  to  us,  though  he 
hopes  It  will  be  found  as  much  combrmea  to  it 
as  the  infirmity  of  hanum  nature  will  allow. 
But  he  hwka  to  the  oonBequenoea  of  oalling  it 
in  question  here,  and  therefore  deems  the  place 
he  DOW  fills,  like  the  station  he  has  been  used 
to  fill — a  iKMt  of  honor :  nor  can  I  have  any 
fear  that  it  is,  like  the  ststionB  he  has  been  used 
to  fiU,  a  poet  of  danger.  He  is  prond,  as  an 
Americui  dtizen,  to  stand  here,  repreeenting 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  whose  rights,  he 
tnus^  will  be  vindioated  in  his  person.  And  I 
am  proud,  as  an  American  lawyw,  to  stand  by 
snch  a  man,  in  such  a  cause.  And  coold  I  hope 
to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  others  the  strong 
feelings  aud  conrictions  of  my  own;  oonldl 
show,  as  I  see  and  feel  them,  the  importance  of 
the  questions  aridng  from  the  preeeat  proceed- 
ing, and  the  dangerto  oar  freeuutitntioiisfiwn 
maintaining  the  power  here  aBsnmed,  I  dionld 
consider  this  the  prondest  aud  most  gratifying 
hour  of  my  life ;  as  one  in  which  I  was  per- 
mitted to  do  something,  in  my  day  and  genera- 
tion,  to  show  my  thankftilness  to  the  Providence 
that  has  been  pleased  to  oast  my  lot  in  a  land 
of  law  and  liberty.  And  though  I  may  and 
mast  fful  to  do  this,  yet  it  givee  me  confidence 
to  know  that  hen,  among  the  representatiTes 
of  the  American  people,  the  great  principles  of 
the  constitution,  now  in  controversy,  cannot  fiiil, 
however  feebly  I  may  TPfr'nt^n  tuem,  to  find 
able  and  ready  defenders. 

In  the  oonrseof  each  atrial  as  the  present  it 
can  soaroely  he  matter  of  oomj^aint  w  soi^irue 
that  some  things  may  oooor  to  Interfere  with 
the  fair  consideration  of  t^e  cause,  and  proper 
to  be  noticed  and  laid  out  of  the  way  in  the 
discussion.  Borne  things  may  be  done  to  excite 
pr^ndioe,  by  the  mistakes  of  its  advocates,  and 
some  by  those  of  others.  Some  such  things 
have  occurred  in  this  case,  on  some  of  wMak 
I  will  briefly  remark. 

One  of  them  couoems  myself.  I  have  under- 
stood ttiat  I  have  been  thought  to  have  ii^jured 
my  cause,  by  attempting  to  challenge  for  cause 
an  honorable  member  of  this  Hoase,  who  was 
supposed  to  have  formed,  and  publioly  ex- 
pressed, an  opinion  upon  the  case,  unAvorable 
to  the  aoensed. 

Let  not  this  dronmstanee  pr^udioe  my  cUent 
It  was  my  own  act,  and  from  my  own  engges* 
lion.  I  dionght  it  my  client's  right,  and,  con- 
sequently, my  duty.  I  hope  I  also  may  be  ex- 
cused i^  in  my  ignorance  of  tiliis  dark  subject, 
pariiamentary  law,  I  thought  the  roles  of  pro- 
eeeding  in  the  tnbnnab  to  wfaioh  I  had  beat 


tH.  w  Ik 

aeoDstonied,  intended  to  secure  to  every  man  a 
fiur  and  impartiti  trial,  might  be  applicable 
here.  I  must,  however,  in  frankness,  aeknowl- 
edge  that  when  I  thought  it  possible  the  House 
might  decide  that  they  had  no  power  to  allow 
the  accused  the  benefit  of  such  a  rule,  it  seemed 
to  me  that  such  a  dedsion  of  tbe  qnestion 
would  be  a  most  apt  illostralion  of  the  argu- 
ment I  am  hereaftw  to  offer,  to  show  tiiat  uda 
House  waa  not  a  proper  tribanal  for  such  pro- 
ceedings. 

There  is  another  Uiing  on  which  I  can  hardly 
trust  myself  to  speak — oif  which  I  mij^t  Justly 
oonmUdii. 

what  oujriit  to  be  the  oonrse  of  Hie  pubKo 
press,  in  raferaioe  to  a  ease  Uke  the  preeent! 
—the  press,  the  privileged  guardian  of  the 

people's  rights,  ythm  the  question  is  between 
the  rights  of  the  many  and  me  privUe^  of  the 
few;  when  the  citizen's  personal  liberty  is 
about  to  be  affected  by  a  new  process,  and  a 
great  question,  as  to  constitutional  rights  and 
restraints,  is  to  be  tried,  we  might  expect  that 
the  press,  if  not  the  advocate  of  free  principles,  ' 
womd  at  least  be  neutral.  Surely  we  might 
expect  that  nothing  would  be  done  to  inflame 
the  pnhlio  and  the  judges  agtUust  the  accused, 
and  to  prevent  the  calm,  dignified,  uid  impar- 
tial eoiraderatioii  due  to  sudi  a  oaoae. 

Tet  the  press  has  pursued,  as  to  thia  caee^  a 
cause  exactly  the  contrary  to  that  which  it 
owed  to  tiie  aooused,  to  its^  and  to  tiie  pub- 
lic; and  this  has  been  done  by  that  press, 
whidi,  from  its  connection  with  this  Houscl 
was,  perhaps,  the  most  capable  to  injure,  and 
oertamly  the  most  bound  to  protect.  So  that 
we  have  seen  that  while  the  accused  was  held 
in  silent  and  submlsrive  durance  by  one  of  the 
oflloers  of  this  House,  another  of  its  officers  was 
daily  pouring  upon  him  all  the  overflowing  of 
his  wrath,  aud  doing  every  thing  to  excite  a 
d^ree  of  indication  against  him,  which  should 
nudce  the  fidr  nearing  oi  his  eanae  impoeidbl& 
It  ia  difficult  to  suppose  that  these  eflOTta  have 
been  wholly  without  efibet 

The  accused  has  been  rqiresented  aa  a  num 
of  violence  and  blood,  oonscions  oi  aopcoiOT 
strength,  lying  in  wait  as  an  assassin ;  in  per- 
sonal vigor  as  a  Hercules.  These  exaggerated 
descriptions  of  his  character  have  been  wholly 
unconfirmed  by  the  proof ;  uid  whatever  the 
appearance  of  his  person  might  indicate,  he  is 
shown  to  be  a  weak  and  disabled  man,  not 
likely  to  be  tempted  to  violence  by  the  assur- 
ance of  success. 

He  had  once,  indeed,  an  arm  fit  to  execute 
the  stnmg  impulses  of  a  brave  heart— but  tiiat 
aim  be  bad  given  to  Ms  country.  On  the  ff^ 
of  one  aihet  most  perilous  battles  it  had  been 
r^sed  hi  her  defence — and  on  that  field  it  had 
folten,  crushed  and  mangled  to  his  side. 

Hercules,  too,  could  not  be  painted  without 
his  club— aud  language  could  hardly  be  found 
to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  terrific  weap- 
on with  wldch  this  assassin  was  armed.  I 
thoui^t  it  poper  tiiat,  instead  of  the  pictan^ 
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the  dub  itsdf  ahonld  be  ezMbited.  The  House 
bare  seen  it;  and  I  conld  not  help  remembering, 
on  seeing  an  honorable  s^tleman  mea&nring 
it,  and  comparing  it  with  his  finger,  the  vener- 
able jndge  who  is  said  to  have  presented  his 
thumb  to  show  the  dimensions  of  the  stick 
with  which,  in  those  strange  old  times,  the  law 
allowed  a  man  to  chastise  his  wife.  Whether 
previous  impresuons  have  been  made  to  the 
ttiudTBntage  of  the  aooosedf  I  will  ht^w,  have 
been  already  removed  1^  the  evidence,  ana  shall 
proceed  to  con^der  what' is  the  charge  against 
aim,  what  is  the  law,  and  what  are  the  facts  to 
condemn  him.  For  any  distinct  charge  against 
I  have  looked  in  vain  throogh  all  these 
proceedings.  The  warrant  states  no  cause,  and 
the  resolution  ordering  it  is  eqaaUy  indefinite. 
In  the  com^  of  proceeding  marked  out  by  the 
oommitteef  and  adopted  by  the  House,  he  is 
called  to  answer  queations,  bat  uninformed  as 
to  his  offence.  Even  now,  when  I  am  called 
upon  for  his  defence,  I  am  put  to  conjecture 
what  charge  I  am  to  defend  mm  against.  The 
principal  charge,  I  suppose,  ia  the  violation  of 
a  m6mba'*8  privilege  by  assanlt  for  words 
apt^en  in  debate.  Bat  I  have  been  obliged  to 
see,  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry,  two  other 
charges  showing  occasioDaUy  their  little  heads 
under  these  proceedings.  Of  these,  of  coarse, 
I  most  say  a  few  words. 

The  oompltunt  of  the  member  assaoltedt  and 
some  parts  of  his  evidence,  seem  to  put  Hie 
breach  of  privilege  upon  the  ciroumstanoe  of 
bis  being  prevented,  hy  the  conaequenoes  of  the 
assault,  from  attending  to  his  duties  in  the 
House.  It  may  be  nrged,  therefore,  that  his 
ofiiBnce  consists  in  his  having  thus  obstructed  a 
member  in  the  diaofaaive  hia  duty,  I  will 
only  say  to  this,  that  aaoh  a  doctrine  would  be 
making  criminal,  not  the  act,  nor  the  intent 
with  which  it  was  committed,  but  the  oonse- 
qaenoee  following  it ;  so  that  whether  the  as- 
saidt  was  puniahable  here,  would  depend  en- 
tirely npon  ita  violation.  If  it  prevented  the 
membera  attendance  npon  the  Houae^  it  would 
be  a  contempt  ;  otherwise,  not. 

This  doctnne  also  would  make  any  other  act, 
if  it  prevented  the  member's  attendwoe,  a  con- 
tempt ;  and  this  might  be  done  by  a  thnat — 
nay,  by  an  act  of  courtecnr. 

It  would  also  fq>pear  xirom  one  of  the  qaes- 
tions  prc^Kwed  and  one  (tf  the  answers  of  the 
witnen,  and  the  correction  afterwards  made  of 
it,  that  it  may  be  supposed  the  ofibnoe  oonnsts 
in  the  assault's  being  made  on  the  member 
when  on  hia  way  to  make  inquiries  of  what  had 
been  said  of  him  in  the  House ;  that  this  was 
official  buainess ;  and  that  it  is  a  breach  of  privi- 
ly to  assault  a  member  when  engaged  on 
official  duty. 

I  need  only  to  say  that  if  auch  is  the  law  of 
contempts,  and  such  a  bnsineas  la  official  and 
within  the  protection  of  privilege,  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  what  a  member  may  do  that  would 
not  be  covered  by  privilege.  It  ia  s^d  it  was 
neoessary  fw  him  to  know  what  was  done  in 


tiie  House,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  disgorge 
his  duty,  and  that  in  going  to  make  snoh  In- 
quiry it  waa  neoossary  he  ^oold  be  protected. 
So  it  ia  necessary,  to  enable  him  to  disefaaige 
his  duty  here,  that  he  should  take  rest  ai>d  re- 
freshment: and  this  wonld  make  privilege  a 
shield  by  day  and  night,  and  a  member  ootdd 
at  no  time  or  place  get  frcun  vaaAa  iL  I 
also  remind  the  House  that  die  msmber  luna- 
sel^  on  this  occasion,  (and  he  surely  was  die 
best  Jndge,)  waa  of  opinion  diat  we  visH  he 
wss  paying  when  assaulted,  was  not  an  oOUail 
act ;  for  when  asked  if  he  was  then  engaged  in 
any  official  doty,  Ins  reply  was  in  the  negative^ 
though  he  seemed  afterwards  inclined  to  think, 
t^at  it  was  such  an  act  ib  privilege  nii^t  be 
stretched  to  cover.  I  cannot  think  it  ueoeosaiy 
to  say  more  as  to  these  charges,  if  indeed  any 
such  ahould  be  urged.  And  that  to  which  I 
presume  the  House  (diiefiy  looks,  and  which 
alone  I  shall  consider,  is  this — an  assanlt  oom- 
mitted  on  a  member  for  words  epokoi  in  de- 
bate. Has  this  House  power  to  try  and  mmtah 
such  an  aott  .Are  thm  fiwts  proved,  to  show 
such  an  act  committed!  And  first  as  to  tbe 
law,  has  this  House  the  poww  to  trj  and  piinidi 
an  asaaolt  oomnutted  on  a  member,  out  of  the 
House  and  not  during  its  seeaion,  for  words 
spoken  in  debate  ?  To  what  extent  thia  Boose 
has  the  power  of  proceeding  for  oontempta^  may 
be  a  question  of  difficult ;  all  I  need  do^  and 
all  I  mean  to  do,  is  to  show  that  they  have  not 
the  power  to  the  extent  I  have  just  stated. 

It  has  been  gravdy  questioned  whether  it  has 
the  power  to  any  extent ;  whether  it  can  even 
puni^  a  contempt  committed  in  its  preswoew 

This  I  shall  not  diacnss,  hot  take  it  for  grant- 
ed that,  to  t^at  extent,  it  may  be  neoesMry,  and 
therefore  proper,  to  prevoit  intwrnptaoikB  to 
its  deliberations  by  confining  snoh  oflnudon. 

Let  it  not  be  said  that,  u  the  powOT  be  ad- 
mitted as  to  offenoee  committed  in  the  ^reaeaee 
and  to  the  intermptiffli  of  the  Honse^  SDoh  ad- 
mission proves  the  posseaaion  of  tbe  power,  wd 
that  it  can  only  be  limited  the  diaoradoD  ot 
the  House. 

There  is  Just  reason  and  hi^  anthtHi^  for 
such  a  distinctioa  for  limiting  tt  to  acts  <^  in- 
terruption, and  dmying  it  b^ond  those  Udh 
its. 

It  is  obrions  thi^  there  may  be  a  neeeari^ 
for  the  power  in  sodi  oases^  that  oannot  exist 

in  others  where  there  is  no  mtermptton.  Ihe 
House  may  also  exerdse  it  over  acts  oonunitted 
in  its  presence,  and  as  to  which  it  can  judge 
immediately  vrith  far  more  ease  than  over  acts 
committed  at  a  distance^  requiring  the  frooS 
of  witnesses,  and  such  mvestigationa  of  dis- 
puted fiMts  as  must  prevent  its  £sohai«e  cf  tbe 
more  in^ortant  and  urgent  dntiee  of  Isg^ila- 
tion. 

Further,  some  limitation  of  the  ptfwer,  it 
must  be  allowed,  is  possible  and  proper ;  and  if 
it  is  not  confined  to  immediate  acts  of  interrup- 
tion, it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  imposaUe^  to 
presoribe  any  odw  limit 
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Ea  Sbgttndf  tli»  two  Hooaea  of  JMiament 
beld  it  as  an  miUndtodf  imdeftukUe,  a&d  exdn- 
power,  and  they  have  oaed  it  (as  snoh 
power  win  em*  b«  osed)  to  oppress  the  people 
and  disgraoe  IlietBselTefi.  Tbej  have  forced  the 
oonrts  to  aaiietioD  it,  liireateiilng,  seiring,  and 
imprisoDiag  the  judges,  till  they  agreed  to  leaTe 
the  law  of  Farliunent  to  the  ParUfuuent,  and  d»- 
terndned  to  be  utterly  ignorant  upon  the  snhjeot. 
By  this  effioecaons  mode  of  teaching,  the  English 
jndoea  hAve  become  enlightened  into  astate  of  to- 
tal darkness  as  to  the  doctrine  of  contempts;  and 
the  TtetimB  <it  parliamentary  perseootion,  who 
^niealed  to  theoif  were  sent  bade  to  their  Im- 
pnauDment,  the  Jndgea  dadining  to  lode  into 
the  offences  for  which  they  were  eommitted, 
daolariiu  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  them  to 
inquire  mto  the  nature  of  the  contempt,  beoauee 
It  MliH^ed  to  the  lt(B  ^arliam&nUiria,  and  they 
eonld  not  understand  it  Such  was  the  oase  of 
Alexander  Uurray,  in  1  WQ.  (p.  899,)  and  such 
the  opinion  of  all  uie  judges.  This  man  was  a 
close  prisoner  of  the  Honse  of  Oommona,  for  a 
oontempL  He  was  denied  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
and  all  mteroourse  with  his  niends.  His  h«klth 
was  suffering  from  his  confinement,  and  a  phy- 
sidan  was  not  allowed  to  Tisit  him,  hnt  upon 
the  ^etnal  order  of  the  House.  Hewasbronnit 
betett  liie  odnrt  by  Ao.  eor.  It  was  u^ed  for 
bim  tiMt  a  Biitiiti  aoljeekooDld  not  be  snfl^red 
to  perish  in  imprisonment,  iritliont  a  trial,  or 
tntptiry  into  the  offence  for  wbleh  he  waa  oom- 
mitteo.  It  was  detormlBed  to  be  ont  of  the 
power  of  the  ooort  to  interfere,  and  he  was 
sent  back  to  his  confinement. 

I  have  not  feforred  to  tida  oase  on  aoeonnt 
of  its  peculiar  enormi^.  Many  other^  of  far 
greater  oppresdon,  might  have  been  aadnoed. 
But  it  is  cited  in  a  more  recent  case,  that  of  Sir 
PraiKua  Bordett,  in  14th  East,  by  Lord  Men- 
bOTougb,  and  mentioned,  "  with  a  slifj^t  qnali* 
fioation  of  anexpresdm  fromoneof  tu  Jodgea, 
with  approbatitHi."  In  this  oase  also  it  ia  ao- 
knowleoged  that  there  had  been  an  Su^sh 
JndM,  (md  that  judse  was  Lord  Holt,)  mde- 
petSent  enough  to  declare  his  opinion  of-par- 
Banmitary  priTilese,  and  to  limit  its  power  to 
offenoes  oommitted  in  the  presence  of  the  Honse. 
His  views  of  this  doctrine  may  be  also  seen  in 
»d  Ld.  Kay.  938— 1st  ditto,  10— and  a  note  to 
the  latter  oase  shows  the  means  used  to  teach 
him  to  think  more  reverently  of  pariiamentary 
privil^es. 

There  is  a  jndloial  decision  of  the  highest 
oonrt  of  our  own  country,  going  thus  fbr,  and 
no  farther.  The  ooDStitatioo  w  Ha^luid  (12 
■BO.)  also  tins  Umits  the  privileges  of  uietr  legis- 
lative bodicB,  and  I  lunre  been  viable  to  find,  in 
any  Stat^  a  proaeondon  like  the  present  It 
cannot,  tiierefwe,  I  think,  be  ar^tA  thM  tiiere 
is  any  inoonsistencr  in  admitting  the  power 
withm  file  limits  I  have  stated,  and  denying  it 
beyond  them.  I  proceed  then  to  inquire  where 
this  Honse  got  the  power,  whatever  it  may  be, 
which  It  aseerte  in  the  present  inrooeedinga.  u 
we  can  ascertain  this,  it  may  aenro  to  snow  neu 

yobXL-4a 


tH,  or  ft. 

if  not  what  the  power  ia,  ye^  at  least^  what  It 
is  not 

If  I  am  told  that  it  is  an  Inherent  inddental 
power,  taken  exneeearitate,  ^t  the  moment  of  its 
creation,  alike  in  origin  and  extent  to  that  of 
the  British  House  of  Oommona,  I  answer,  first, 
that  it  is  not  daimed  to  have  been  bo  taken  by 
the  British  Parliament  It  is  cliUmed  there,  on 
the  ^;round  of  grant,  by  prescription,  by  imme- 
monal  usage.  If  we  consult  BlackstODe,  Ook^ 
Holt's  law  of  libel,  and  Lord  EUenborough  in 
the  oase  of  Sir  F.  Bnrdett,  we  find  vmIoub 
origins  resorted  to,  but  none  of  them  say  the 
Parliament  took  It,  as  inherent,  n  tueestitate. 
They  conjeetore  that  aome  old  statute,  now  lost, 
gave  the  power.  Lord  131enborongh  qnotea 
several  andent  statntea  which  recognize,  as  he 
contends,  the  exercise  of  the  power. 

This  House,  therefore,  cannot  borrow  an 
ori^  «  neeeatitaU  from  the  British  Pariiament 
for  they  disdaimsadk  an  origin,  and  labor  hard 
to  find  a  better. 

I  answer,  secondly,  that  if  this  House  could 
thus  get  an  origin  for  the  power,  they  could 
not  claim  it  to  the  extent  in  which  it  is  held  by 
the  British  Parliament;  for  the  extent  to  wbidt 
ft  could  be  claimed  would  be  limited  by  the  ne- 
eesd^  requiring  them  to  take  it,  and  the  Brit- 
ish nrliament,  having  carried  it  (as  all  must 
confess  they  have)  far  beyond  that  neoesdty,  ia 
an  abuse :  and  if  we  oonld  plead  thdr  example 
for  taking  the  power,  we  snrdy  diould  not  for 
the  abuse  of  it  It  ia  plun  that  we  cannot  derive 
the  power,  as  the  Bntieh  Parliament  does.  'Via 
can  nave  no  immemorial  usage,  no  real  or  sup- 
posed andent  grant,  no  lost  records. 

This  House  derives  its  existence  and  all  its 
powers,  whatever  they  may  be  called,  from  the 
oonstitntiott.  From  the  words  of  that  instru- 
ment, or  by  inferen6e  from  ft  fair  oonstmction, 
an  ito  powers  must  be  derived.  It  is  declared 
\>j  the  Snpreme  OodrL  (4  Oranch,  98^  that  as 
the  oonrts  are  created  by  a  written  instromoi^ 
Hm  ocHuHtntfott^  all  thdr  powers  must  be  de- 
rived from  that  senroe.  The  same  principle  ap-  • 
plies  to  tins  House. 

The  ocmstitDlion  then  is  Che  sonnw  to  wliidi 
the  power  must  be  traced. 

In  express  words  it  is  nowhere  given ;  many 

Sowers,  and  snoh  as  would  be  inherent,  inci- 
ental,  and  necessary,  (if  any  could,)  are  glv«a 
by  express  words ;  but  this  is  not 

If  it  is  got,  therefore,  from  whatever  part  of 
the  oonstitntion,  it  must  be  got  by  a  necessary 
and  proper  implication.  I  lay  down  tiieii  these 
foor  propositions : 

Ist  Ine  powermnst^ipeartobeiieoeaMUT' 
and  proper  to  this  Honse,  to  enable  it  to  di»- 
oharae  its  oonslitatiMial  Amotions. 

8a.  It  must  not  be  inconsistent  with  other 
powers  expressly  given  to  ottier  departmoits  of 
the  Qovemment 

8d.  It  must  not  dash  with  the  express  pro- 
hibitions of  the  constitution. 

4th,  It  must  be  exercised  only  in  the  way 
presorilKd  by  liie  cc«BtitatifKL 
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As  to  iba  first — is  this  power  as  now  daimed 
a  iieoessu7  and  proper  one  for  this  Honse  t  I 
shall  contend  that  it  is  neither. 

Is  it  necessary  t — what  does  that  term  denote ! 
what  is  the  degree  of  necessity  required?  I 
know  that  in  the  case  of  Maryland  against 
HcOulloQgb,  in  4tb  Wheaton,  it  is  dedded  hj 
the  Supreme  Court  that  any  degree  of  neoessity 
gives  Congress  the  power  to  legislate.  This 
prindple,  oowever,  u  oonfined  to  legislative 
AotB,  done  in  the  ordinarr  and  necessary  sphere 
of  duty.  The  grant  <a  judicial  power,  the 
power  to  punidi,  would  reonire  a  more  strict 
constmction.  And  as  the  House,  in  assuming 
this  judicial  power,  acts  npon  its  mere  discre- 
tioD,  and  Is  onder  no  obligation  to  assume  it, 
and  it  is  moreover  a  dangerous  power,  very 
liable  to  abase,  it  ought  to  be  made  to  show 
for  itself  a  plainer  and  greater  necessity.  Snch 
seems  to  have  been  the  very  just  view  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  required  necessity 
taken  by  an  able  and  learned  committee  of  this 
House  in  the  case  of  Rnasel  Jarvis ;  tbej  say  it 
is  a  dangerous  power,  liaUe  to  abuses  sjid  that 
the  House  should  only  ezeroise  it  "  in  cues  of 
strong  necesmty." 

The  inquiry  then  is,  is  there  a  strong  neces- 
rity,  or  any  neoesmt^,  for  such  interference  of 
this  House  in  a  case  like  the  present — where 
the  wrong  over  which  it  assumes  jurisdiction 
has  been  committed  not  in  its  presence,  nor  to 
the  interruption  of  its  delib«ratioDS  f 

The  question  is  not  whether  it  is  necessary 
such  an  offence  should  be  punished,  hut 
whether  it  is  necessary  that  this  Honse  uonld 
lay  aside  its  ledslatiTe  duties,  to  tiyand  punish 
it 

It  is  no  reason,  therefore^  to  uj  that  the 
House  must  be  protected  from  an  interruption 
that  nu^  be  contanned  or  repeated  because 

there  is  no  interrnption.  acr,  that  such 
offence  shonld  be  punished  here  to  prevent  its 
repetition,  if  there  are  other  tribunals  whose 
duty  it  is  to  try  and  pnnish  such  offences.  Now, 
that  oar  courts  are  competent  to  tjy  all  such 
offences  as  the  present,  and  consider  Uie  causes 
and  circumstances  of  every  assault,  and  pun- 
ish it  accordingly,  cannot  be  doubted — and  the 
presumption  certainly  is  that  all  courts  and 
officers  will  do  their  duty ;  if  so,  the  act  will 
receive  its  proper  puniahment  without  the  inter- 
ference this  Honse :  and  itoannot,  thwefore, 
be  neoessary  it  should  interfere :  on  the  con- 
trary, when  we  oonmderwliat  other  thmgs  this 
House  has  to  do,  the  neoesoty  seems  to  be  that 
they  shonld  not  do  that  which  must  prevent 
their  doing  what  it  is  necessary  they  should  do. 

It  may  farther  be  said  that  even  if  the  courts 
had  not  sufficient  power,  or  were  not  sufficiently 
bound  to  try  or  punish  snch  offences,  CkingresB 
can  make  tixem  aa,  and  therefore  are  under  no 
necessity  to  assume  the  jurisdicldon  themselves. 

Neither  is  it  proper.  It  can  never  be  proper, 
that  a  party  prosecuting  for  offences  sgainst 
itself  shall  be  the  judges  to  try  and  punish. 
This  House  ohaj^a  man  with  an  cSSawi  ibe 


members  are  the  proeecntoi;?;  they  prodoee 
the  evidence,  a^ue  the  cause  agunst  uie  pris- 
oner, and  then  decide  whether  he  or  they  are 
right  in  the  argument  The  prisoner  is  alurwed 
counsel,  bnt  the  privily  of  argmng  with  his 
judges,  and  refuting  their  ai^umenta,  will  gea- 
eraUy  be  of  little  use  to  him.  It  woidd  be  hard 
enoi^^  to  have  snch  fearful  odds  agfuzist  him 
in  numbers  and  talents,  as  oppo»ug  advocates ; 
but  after  such  an  encounter,  to  have  to  look  to 
the  same  persons  for  judgment,  would  present 
almost  a  liopelesB  procpeou 

The  counsel,  in  snch  an  encounter;  tiu|^t 
possibly  also  meet  some  things  still  more  fearful 
than  superior  numliersand  tuents.  -  There  nay 
hereafter  be,  npon  a  bench  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  judges,  (of  which  this  House  will  oMutst,) 
Budi  a  thing  as  a  captious,  impatient  judge,  fie 
may  think  some  of  the  questions  or  argnmeote 
of  the  counsel  (particularly  if  they  bear  hard 
upon  the  view  he  may  wi^  taken  of  the  case) 
"  trifling"  and  he  be,  as  sooh  ju^es  gen- 
erally are,  armed  with  the  most  witheri^  pov- 
«8  of  retn^  and  invective ;  and  he  loaj  be 
provoked  to  make  the  ooaiisel  feel,  for  soda  an 
offence,  all  the  thunder  and  lightning  of  judiod 
Ire.  It  is  true  that  the  inferiority  m  the  com- 
Bel,  his  humble  and  unprivileged  conditi«i,  as  a 
permitted  guest  in  this  great  H^l,  worJd  gen- 
erally protect  him  &om  being  tiius  assailed  and 
disabled;  bnt  these  ciroumstanoes,  effectually 
as  they  would  appeal  to  the  magnanimity  of  the 
high  and  the  privileged,  might  poenbly  be 
sometimes  forgotten. 

Under  these  and  innumerable  other  obvious 
^sadvantages,  it  must  uppmx  to  be  of  small 
mmsequence  to  a  prisoner  whether  he  hes  coun- 
sel or  not,  before  a  tribunal  so  constituted.  It 
is  plainly  acknowledged,  even  in  En^and,  ia 
more  modem  and  letter  tames,  that  It  ianot 
proper  Qiat  any  House  should  redress  its  own 
wrongs.  We  find,  in  Starlde  on  Slandw,  (479j 
that  the  House  of  Commons  has,  on  aeveru 
occauons  of  cont^pt,  declined  the  Jurisdiotioa, 
and  requested  the  prosecution  of  the  ofienden 
before  the  courts.  The  author  commends  this 
course  of  the  House,  and  quotes  from  the  ad- 
dress of  the  Attorney  General  to  the  jury,  in 
one  of  the  cases,  an  acknowledgment  of  the  un- 
fitness of  the  House  of  Commons  to  try  off<»icee 
against  itself  and  faia  decided  i^prolM^oiictf  the 
determination  he  understood  the  Hcmse  had 
made  to  send  all  soch  oases  to  be  {ooseoated  bj 
the  oottrts. 

Can  it  be  "  proper  "  then  for  this  Honaa  te 
assume  a  power  which,  from  its  obvious  and 
confessed  mjustlce,  the  House  of  Canmoiis  is 
commended  for  renouncing  I 

There  are  many  other  objections  to  Qiis  House 
as  an  appropriate  tribunal  for  such  proceedings, 
which  will  readily  occur  to  our  mindp,  Uss 
the  House  soffideot  powers,  in  cases  of  dlfficalty 
or  resistance^  bring  such  cases  to  any  success- 
ful result !  When  l£e  party  is  convicted,  has 
the  House  the  power  to  inmct  an  ^proi»iate 
punishment?  It  cannot  be  proper  w  neoaiBai7 
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that  this  House  should  tij^  if  it  oanaot  adequate- 
ly poniBh,  particnUrlf  when  the  ordinary  tiiba- 
PtSf^  out  do  both. 
TiM  only  pn&ishment  it  can  infliot  is  Im- 

Jrisonment,  and  this,  sooording  to  the  report  in 
arvis's  oase, "  ought  never  to  be  carried  nirther 
than  shall  be  absolutely  and  impeiiooslT  re- 
quired by  the  existing  emergenoj."  In  Donn 
and  Anderson,  the  Snpreme  Comt  say  that  the 
power  to  panish  for  contempts  in  Oongress 
*'  must  be  the  least  possible  power  adequate  to 
the  end  proposed,  which  is  the  power  im- 
prisonment ;  "  and  ftarther,  that  tins  "  imprison- 
ment most  cease  with  the  seadon." 

It  is  i^ain  that,  with  a  power  thns  reBtricted, 
there  may  be  verj  atnxnooB  cases,  where  the 
Honse,  after  conTicting,  can  impose  no  adequate 

rishment  Thtir  imprisonment  can  never 
like  that  of  the  British  Oommons,  for  it 
most  not  be  mfide  more  rigid  than  "  absolntely 
and  imperionsly  required  "  to  protect  the  Honae 
from  the  offender,  it  mnst  be  the  exertion  of 
"  the  least  possible  power  "  of  restnunt ;  and 
such  (as  I  nave  seen)  is  the  sort  of  imprison- 
ment applied  in  this  case,  so  very  different  fW>m 
that  within  the  four  walls  of  the  court's  gaol,  that, 
except  that  it  may  interfere  with  a  man's  busi- 
nesB  elsewhere,  it  would  be  no  punidmient  at 
aB.  To  ma^  persons  it  certainly  would  be 
none  to  SMmd  even  tiie  whole  winter  in  Vash- 
ington,  withmartmentsinoneof  itsberthotda, 
wUh  the  farther  benefit  of  a  very  courteous 
aud  agreeable  gentleman  as  his  companion. 

If  I  am  told  that,  notwithstanding  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee  in  Jarvis's  case,  and  of 
the  Supreme  Ooort  in  Dunn  and  Anderson,  the 
House  may,  if  l^ey  shall  find  that  this  mitigated 
imprisonment  will  not  effectually  restrain  such 
offences,  consider  it  "necessary,^'  and  will 
therefore  have  the  power  to  increase  its  rigor : 
to  this  I  answer  that  it  oertunly  may,  and  if  it 
takes  this  power,  very  probably^  hereafter, 
will ;  and  by  the  same  reasoning,  if  imprison- 
meat,  however  rigid,  will  not  restrtun  offenders, 
any  of  the  other  puidshments,  taken  upon  the 
same  prtndple,  by  the  House  of  Oommons,  such 
as  cutting  off  hands,  or  banJahment^  or  even 
dealii,  may  be  tiiought  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  House,  which  will  still  say  that 
they  are  applying  the  '*  least  possible  power  " 
necessary  for  that  i>urpose.  I  do  not  think  that, 
hy  admitting  that  it  may  come  to  this,  it  will 
follow  that  the  power  is  a  proper  one. 

I  conclude,  therefore,  that  it  is  a  power 
neither  necessary  nor  proper.  That  this  House 
may  exeroise  preventive  Justice,  which  can  only 
extend  to  protect  iiedS  from  interm]^n&  and 
can  have  no  pretenaons  to  exercise  of  vin- 
dictive Justice  over  caaes  which  do  not  interrupt 
it,  if  they  leave  them  to  be  punished  elsewhere. 

I,  secondly,  insist  that  the  power  claimed  by 
the  House  is  inconsistent  with  the  powers 
expressly  ^ven  by  the  constitotioD  to  outer  de- 
partments. 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  power  in  question? 
Zsitlegislativei  exeootive,  orjndkdal!  Andif 


[H.  or  K 

it  be  JndidaL  does  not  the  eonslitnticm  expressly 
vest  tlie  judicial  power  in  the  courts  of  the 

United  States  1  Article  8,  section  3..  Does  it  not 
declare  that  "  the  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in 
casesof impeaohment,BhaUbebyJaryt^  (The 
declaration  and  the  exception  uiko  conclusive 
upon  the  question.) 

There  is  no  ground  upon  which  the  exception 
of  this  particular  offence  from  the  consideration 
of  the  courts  can  be  claimed.  The  courts  were 
intended  to  try,  and  are  competent  to  try  and 
punish  all  ounces ;  and  whatever  power  tlrfs 
House  may  assert  over  the  act  comphuned  of  in 
this  case,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the 
court  li^s  power,  and -adequate  power,  to  try 
and  pnidah  it  An  both  vim  to  tary  and  voiir 
ish  tne  same  aotj  flw  one  calling  it  a  breach 
the  peace,  and  the  other  a  breach  of  privilege  I 
And  if  so,  which  is  to  have  the  preference  in 
this  conflict  of  juiisdictions  ?  Is  it  to  depend 
upon  the  speed  of  their  respective  officers,  and. 
the  offender  be  made  first  to  answer  where  he 
is  first  oanght  ? 

Suppose,  in  this  case,  when  the  warrant  was 
issued,  the  accused  had  been  found  by  the  Sear- 
geant-at-Arms  in  the  custody  of  the  marshal  t 
Could  he  have  taken  him  ?  Oould  he  have  been 
brought  here  for  trial  ?  And  is  there  any  dif- 
ference between  an  o£fender*a  b^ng  actually- 
taken  by  the  nianhal,  and  his  being  liable  to 
he  taken  t 

And,  thirdly,  the  power  cltdmed  Is  within 
the  prohibitions  of  the  constitution. 

Wliat  are  these  prohibitions  ? 

Hie  fifth  article  of  the  amendments  declares 
that  "  no  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a 
coital  or  otherwise  infamous  crime,  unless  on 
presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  Jury,  &o. 
nor  shall  any  person  be  subject,  for  the  s«ne 
offence,  to  be  twice  put  in  Jeopardy,  ^'  nor 
be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  proper^,  with- 
out due  process  of  law." 

What  words  can  be  more  general!  "Ko 
person  shall  be  held  to  answer,"  "  nor  be  dft* 
prived  of  lif^  liberty,  or  property,  without  due 
proeesB  of  law."  Can  a  man  be  thus  held  to 
answer  here,  and  be  here  deprived  of  life,  liber- 
ty, or  property,  without  violating  this  prohibi- 
tion ?  Is  not  the  accused  here  thus  held  to 
fUMwer  ?  "  Is  not  his  liberty  aflboted  by  this 
proceeding?  and  is  this  proceeding  the  dna 
course  of  law  ? 

If  we  wanted  authority  in  a  matter  so  plain, 
we  may  find  it  in  Lord  EUenborongh's  opnion 
in  the  case^  to  which  I  have  already  referred, 
of  Sir  Francis  Burdett.  There  it  was  urged 
that  these  same  words,  found  in  the  statute  of 
Edward,  that  "  no  man  shall  be  deprived  of  life, 
liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of 
law,"  prohibited  the  power  aasomea  1^  Tat' 
liament,  as  it  is  now  assumed  here,  of  summary 
procee^ngs  for  contempts.' 

I  beg  uiis  honorable  House  to  see  how  his 
lordship  answers  it,  and  to  see  how  impossible 
it  is  for  this  or  any  other  answer  to  evade  the. 
force  of  the  prohibitioD  here. 
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He  a&jB  that,  previons  to  this  statute,  the  lex 
parliamentarian  giving  this  power  of  summary 

Erooeeding,  vas  in  foroe,  and  was  part  of  the 
iw  of  the  land  \  aod  that,  therefore,  ihe  terms, 
"  due  i^ooess  of  law,"  applied  as  well  to  the 
law  of  Parliament  as  to  all  other  Jaw. 

Fow,  with  hb.  no  anoh  answer  can  be  urged 
when  toia  prohibitiott  is  ol^eoted,  for  when  oar 
OonstltQtlon  was  adopted,  there  was  no  snob 
previoxis  law  of  the  land,  and  the  words,  "  doe 
process  of  law,"  ootdd  only  apply,  as  Coke  oon- 
eidered  them  in  the  English  atatate,  (2d  Jost 
fiOJ  to  trials  by  indictment  and  jury. 

Look  also  at  the  proviaioDs  of  the  sixth  arti- 
cle :  "  all  criminal  prcseoations.  the  accused 
shall  ei^oy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public 
trial,  by  an  impartial  jury,  Jtc. ; "  "  and  to  be 
InformM  of  the  nature  and-  cause  of  the  aocosa- 
tion~-to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses 
against  him — to  have  compnlsory  process  for 
obttdning  witnesses  in  bis  wme — and  to  have 
the  asnstonee  of  oonnsel  fbr  his  de&noe." 

I  woold  ask  whether  any  prosecntior,  any- 
wherej  in  which  a  man  may  be  fonud  guilty 
of  an  m&mouB  crime,  or  in  which  his  person 
may  be  imprisoned,  is  not  "  a  criminal  prosecu- 
tion." If  80^  are  not  all  Uiese  safeguards  of  the 
constitution  to  ensure  hbn  a  &ir  trial  secured 
to  him !  If  not  so,  if  all  or  any  of  these  safe- 
guards are  no  protection  to  a  citizen  accused 
and  tried  here,  if  he  may  be  tried  here  accord- 
ing to  the  discuretion  of  tiie  House,  without  jury 
or  accusation,  or  witnesses  or  oounseL  and  Qie 
constitution  is  no  shield  for  him  here,  tlien  have 
the  firamers  of  the  oonstitation  of  which  we 
boast,  left  in  the  bands  of  one  of  the  depart- 
ments of  tibe  Govmunent,  or  rather  intme 
branch  <tf  it,  a  power  as  boundless  and  danger- 
ous as  could  be  deatred  by  a  de^t — then  have 
fh^  taken  pains  to  secure  the  citizen  from  op- 

fresaion,  from  evoy  quarter  bnt  one.  And  our 
oast  must  now  be,  not  that  we  have  a  free 
GovemmenL  seouring  the  citizen  from  every 
violation  of  his  rights,  but  ttiat  we  have  a  Qov- 
emment,  of  which  only  one^department  hasab- 
B(^ute  power  over  our  Uvea,  liberties,  and  prop- 
er^ ;  where  only  one  privileged  order  eiista, 
wMdi  has  no  limits  to  its  power  over  the  oiti- 
MDf  but  its  discretion. 

It  has  been  generally  agreed  that  the  sedition 
law  was  muxmstitnticmal,  becanae  It  oonflioted 
with  the  prohibition  to  pass  any  law  Infrlng^g 
the  liberty  of  the  prMS.  Now,  if  Oongress 
were  to  pass  a  law  to  punish  contempts,  or  any- 
other  offence,  by  depriving  the  citizen  of  his 
libffl*ty,  by  a  trial  here  or  dsewhere,  without  a 
jury,  witiiout  due  process  of  law,  would  not 
aaoh  a  law  equally  conflict  with  that  prohibi- 
tion which  guards  these  rights  from  infiinge- 
ment?  ' 

And  if  such  a  law  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
constitution,  is  not  the  exercise  of  the  power 
without  a  law  equally  muxmstitntiouaL 

If  slush  a  law  was  passed,  could  th«re  be  a 
doubt  of  the  courts  tt  the  Uidted  States  de- 
ciding it  to  be  unoonstttDtional  and  Toid  I  .Aaid 


yet  the  assumption  now  is,  that  this  Honae  cu 
do  without  a  law  that  which  the  whole  Ckm- 
gress,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Executive,  ooald 
not  aocomplisb. 

Hy  fourth  and  last  propontion  is,  that  if  I 
am  wrong  in  all  tbis)  if  it  is  a  proper  udne- 
cessary  power,  not  incondstent  with  the  per- 
era  exprasslj  granted  nor  otmtnrr  to  the  pro- 
hibitions of  the  ooiwtitution,  still  it  is  to  be  u- 
ercised  only  in  the  way  prwoiibed,  that  a,  Ij 
a  law.  The  ^rmt  in  the  sweeping  oanse  of  the 
constitution  intended  to  confer  powers  not 
enumerated,  is  to  the  Oongreee,  not  to  the 
Houses  separately.  And  it  is  a  power,  not  to 
do,  witiiont  a  law,  what  they  may  deem  nec^ 
sary  and  proper,  &c.,  but  to  pass  all  laws 
necessary  and  proper,"  dnx 
■  A  law  then  must  be  passed,  if  it  be  demed 
necessary  and  proper,  to  enrtdae  tins  jarisdi^ 
tioD,  pointing  out  the  offence,  the  mode  <dfro- 
ceedinft  and  tiie  punishment.  And  tUs,  ar,  ii 
reasfHOMle  aa  weU  Us  oonstitntitHiaL  wiUiint 
it  a  man  lose  bis  Uberto-  tar  sncffinoe 
whicih  he  had  no  meaaa  of  cnowlDg  wwas 
ctSauMf  and  be  exposed  to  a  pnniaUD»tof 
which  he  could  never  have  hraid  till  it  wm 

Eronounced.  If  this  be  not  tyranny,  whitiil 
rthis  be  our  condition,  are  we  freconeat 
I  know  that  in  England  there  have  been  » 
sert^  of  such  a  power,  and  Judges  and  janat 
tiave justified  it;  but  it  cannot  be  expeotedu 
hold  ite  ground  there  against  tlie  spirit  of  n- 
form  now  awakened.  I  have  referred  to  casei 
in  which  it  is  maintained.  We  aee  it  d^oided 
in  Blackstone,  (BL  Oom.  1st  vol.  104,)  who  ood- 
Bidets  it  necessary  and  propw  that  snuio&itfi 
shoold  be  punished  witboot  a  lav  d^ningtlMsi, 
because  the  definition  woidd  anaUe^mndm 
to  avoid  the  offences  d^ned,  and  oonndt 
others.  And  this  is  the  same  writer  wfao  ooa- 
demns  the  tyranny  of  Caligula  for  baring  Ui 
laws  hung  np  so  hi^h  that  they  could  not  b( 
read,  and  then  punishing  Uioee  who  tnns- 
gressed  them.  If  it  was  tyranny  in  bimto 
han^  up  his  laws  thus  high,  what  was  it  in  tlia 
Pariiameut  he  was  defending  not  to  haag  than 
up  at  all  ?  Nay,  to  bury  them  under  the  ^ 
of  tiieir  musty  rolls,  whence  the^oonldnevwlM 
dug  np^  (ff  to  hide  &em  atiU  mwe  seennlyBi 
the  breast  of  Fariiament,  until  Utey  wn 
broo^t  out,  as  oooaskm  reqoiied,  for  uef 

Sir,  the  modem  annotators  on  this  sBtbti 
understand  bettffl*  the  rights  of  the  subject  At 
the  page  which  I  have  quoted,  m^  be  sees  titi 
opinions  of  Oliristian  Anshbold  and  Ohitty  npm 
this  defence  of  the  undefined  and  undefinwi 
laws  of  privilege— (1st  Chitty's  BlacL,  p  364.) 
They  condemn  it  as  ui^ust  and  oppresave,  ood- 
trary  to  the  rights  of  Eoglishmw.  They  ^ 
clare  that  to  puniah  thus  for  offemoes  which  no 
previous  law  iiad  defined  and  denomioed,  is  u 
arbitrary  exercise  of  power;  is  ponishniaD^ 
npoa  the  nuiTdraally  r^nrobated  principle  of « 
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JbumiTf  ApnL  80. 
Sank  of  th«  Vtvittd  Statet. 

Hr.  Clayton  asked  leave  to  make  a  report 
in  relation  to  tht.  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
and  leave  having  been  granted, 

ICr.  0^  ftom  the  Ooimnittee  of  YiaitaJion  and 
Inqairj  into  the  AfKurs  of  tSie  Bank  of  the 
Umted  States,  made  a  reporti  and  moved  that, 
vithoat  being  read,  tt  be  omunitted  to  m  Com- 
mittee ot  tibe  whole  Honae  <»i  the  state  of  the 
tTnloD,  and  be  printed. 

[On  thli  motion  to  prist  the  report  of  the  Beleet 
Investtgating  Committee,  an  animated  -debate 
spruDg  up,  going  into  the  merita  of  tlie  qneation : 
in  which  Muan.  MoDoffle,  Clayton,  Adasia,  Hub- 
bard, Lamar,  Oanbrelaig,  Wa  jne,  WidHth,  WUt* 
tleae;^!  Thomas  of  Xar^and,  B.  M.  Johnaoo,  and 
Watmoogh  took  part.3 

The  qnestiMi  was  then  pnt  on  committing  and 
printing  the  report,  and  agreed  to. 

ICr.  Cult,  of  Alabama,  asked  leave  to  move 
fbr  the  printii^  of  10,000  copies  of  the  report. 

The  request  Deii^  objected  to,  he  moved  to 
CQspend  the  role  to  allow  him  to  m^e  the 
motion,  bat  the  Honse  r^eeted  the  motion, 
(vUdi  leqoireB  a  vote  oi  two-thhrda,)  yeas  80, 
iujb84w 


TuieuT,  ICay  1. 

Sevolutiimarff  Pentumt. 

The  House  resmned  the  consideration  of  the 
revolntionarjr  pension  biH  The  qaeetion  being 
on  the  amendment  of  Ifr.  Wioeliffs,  which 
proposed  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the  bill  to  all 
who  were  engaged  in  the  Indian  wars  of  the 
West,  down  to  the  year  179B, 

Hr,  Blais,  of  S.  0.,  moved  to  insert  a  elaase 
to  iuclade  those  militiA  who  fonght  in  the 
tattles  of  Eiog's  Mountain  and  Gnilford  Conrt- 
faonse,  in  "StaHb.  Oanilfaia,  wlthont  pnxtf  of 
fhrther  awloe,  and  be  demanded  the  /eaa  and 
najs  (m  lus  motion,  which,  being  taktti,  stood 
—yeas  46,  nays  118 ;  so  uie  amwdmoit  was 
r^ected. 

Mr.  Lbtoheb  also  renewed  the  amendment 
which  he  offered  in  committee  to  inclnde  those 
who  fboffht  in  the  Indian  wars  from  1770  to 
178S ;  which  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  amendment  of  the  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  to  inclnde  those  militia  In  the  pro  rata 
allowance  who  served  three  months,  was  con- 
curred in  by  yeas  and  nays — 98  to  78. 

Mr.  BxTia,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  the 
previous  qoestion,  which  was  carried— yeas  91, 
nays  60. 

The  main  qautun  waa  then  pnt,  and  the  bill 
tndered  to  be  enflooaed,  and  lead  a  Alrd  time 
—yeas  121^  nays  00. 


[a  OF  R 


WxDHXBDAT,  May  9l 

Bnolutiifinary  Pennon  BiU. 

The  bill  to  enlai:ge  the  revolutionary  pension 
bill  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  WiLDK  being  abont  to  vote  in  a  manner 
different  from  woAt  be  had  alwaya  formetiy 
done,  he  l>^ged  to  e^lun  the  sroonda  on 
which  he  should  do  aa  He  was  oatddedly  in 
&vor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill ;  nor  did  he 
much  object  to  its  extent:  bnt  he  oon^dered 
the  time  of  its  introduction  altogether  objec- 
tionable. He  referred  to  the  ezdted  state  of 
the  public  mind,  and  the  laige  amount  of  mim^ 
the  bill  would  draw  from  the  Treasury ;  and 
said. that  whUe  the  dark  and  portentous  cloud 
of  the  tariff  discnssion  yet  hung  over  the 
oountiy,  he  ^oold  be  destitute  of  m  daims  to 
patriotic  feeling  if  he  should  consent  to  pass 
this  bill  until  the  other  most  perplexing  suhjeot 
should  first  have  been  disposed  of.  Not  believ- 
ing that  there  would^^ter  that,  remain  time  to 
resume  the  present  bill  with  any  other  hope  of 
its  passage,  he  condnded  by  movbig  that  the 
fnruier  conaideratim  of  the  olll  be  Indeflnitdy 
postponed. 

On  that  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  and^  being  taken,  stood— yeas  46,  nays 
128. 

The  yeas  and  nafa  were  then  ordered  on  the 
passage  of  the       and,,  bdng  tak«i|  stood  as 

follows : 

Teas. — Mesara.  Adams,  ADIsoii,  Anderson,  An- 
gel, AppletOQ,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Banks,  N.  Bar- 
ber, Bfurringer,  Barstow,  Isaso  0.  Bates,  James 
Bates,  Bearddey,  Bethuna,  Boon,  Bonok,  Briggs, 
John  Brodliead,  John  C.  Brodbead,  Bucber,  Bollard, 
Burgee,  Gahoun,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Collier,  Lvi]» 
CoDdict,  Silas  Ooudit,  Eleutheroa  Cooke,  Bates 
Cooke,  Cooper,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crawford, 
CrdghtoD,  Daniel,  John  Davis,  Dayan,  Denny,  De- 
TAFt,  IKckson,  Doddridge,  Doableday,  DimcaiL 
Ellsworth,  George  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward 
Everett,  Horace  Everett,  FItxgerald,  Ford,  Gaither, 
Gilmore,  Grenneli,  Hammoas,  Harper,  Hawes, 
Helster,  Hodges,  Hogan,  HoUaod,  Horn,  Hobbard, 
Hughes,  Hon^gton,  Ihrie,  Ingersoll,  Jarvla^ 
Jewett,  Kciiard  M.  Johnson,  KavanAgfa,  Kendall, 
KeoDOD,  Adam  Kins,  Jolm  King,  ^err,  Leavltt, 
Lecompte,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Mann,  MarahaH,  Maiwell, 
KoCarty,  Robert  McCoy,  Uclntire,  UcEeiuiaa, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  George  E.  Mitcfadi,  Hahlenben, 
Newton,  Fearee,  ^rson.  Pitcher,  Fotis,  Randol^ 
John  Beed.  E.  C.  Reed,  Semmes,  BUde,  ^th, 
Soole,  Southard,  Spence,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Suther- 
land, Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas,  John  Thomson, 
Tracy,  verplauck,  Wardwell,  Washington,  Wa^ 
mongb,  Weeks,  Wheeler,  EUshaWhittlesev.Freder- 
ick  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  WlckMa,  Wil- 
liams, Toung— ISO. 

Nats. — Meesra.  Alexander,  Robert  Allen,  Arch- 
er, Barnwell,  BeU,  James  Blair,  John  BUir, 
Booldin,  Chlnn,  Claibome,  day,  Clavton,  •  Coke, 
Conner,  Cralr,  Davenport,  Warren  K  Davis,  Dray- 
ton, Felder,  Foster,  Gordon,  OrtiBn,  T.  H.  ^11,  W. 
Hall,  Hawkins,  Irrin,  Charles  C  Joluaton,  Launur, 
Lewia,  Maidis,  HsaoD.  McDuffie,  McKay,  Kewnaa, 
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yuoboUa,  PattoD,  Plommer,  Folic,  Roane,  Russel, 
Speight,  Stanberrjr,  Standif^r,  FniDcis  Thomas, 
Wiley  ThompBon,  Vance,  Wayne,  Worthbgton— 
48. 

Bo  the  bill  wflB  paasedf  and  ordwed  to  be  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  ooncmraice. 


MoiTOAT,  May  1. 

Pott  Offle«  ContratU,  6tc 

The  following  refioIntioD,  offered  some  days 
ago  by  Mr.  Ew^tt,  came  up : 

R«»olv«d,  That  the  Foetmaster  Goieral  be  direct- 
ed to  traiumit  to  this  House  a  copyof  thecontracts 
Utdy  made  by  bim  with  True  and  Greene,  and  Hill 
knd  Barton,  for  printing  Fort  Offloe  bfauika ;  and 
■Im  a  copy  of  the  contract  made  nith  Simeon  Ide, 
for  the  same  purpose,  in  1827 ;  and  also  to  state 
vhetber  proponls  were  pabliahed  fbr  said  contra^ 
•nd  the  anunmt  pidd  under  said  eontraets. 

Ur.  Blaib,  (tf  South  Oarolina,  moved  to  lay 
the  resolntion  on  the  table. 

Hx.  Etxrbtt,  of  Yermont,  rose  to  state  the 
groonds  on  whidi  he  had  oflfered  the  resoln- 
V/aXL.  In  1827,  the  contract  for  printing  Post 
Office  blanks  was  eiven  to  the  lowest  bidder. 
On  proposals  pnblifAed  by  the  department,  in 
the  eony  part  of  the  session,  his  attention  was 
called  to  the  subject  by  a  letter  firom  ooe  of 
his  coDstitnents,  reqnesting  him  to  ascertun 
when  the  proposals  for  the  contract  for  the 
ensning  foar  years  would  be  published;  and 
that,  on  application  to  the  department,  he  was 
informed  that  contracts  had  uready  been  made 
with  Hill  and  Barton,  and  Tme  and  Greene. 
Of  the  natore  of  that  contract,  whether  benefl- 
dfll  or  not,  he  was  not  Inronned.  He  was 
mdvised  that  proposals  had  been  made  to  the 
department  at  lower  rates  than  the  former  con- 
traoto.  That  when  tbe  department  thooght 
proper  to  change  the  mode  of  m^ing  a  con- 
tract of  this  magnitade,  it  was  proper  the  House 
shoold  know  it ;  and  if  any  evil  had  resulted 
from  it,  it  might  be  provided  agtunst  by  l^s- 
l^ion. 

Mr  Spbioht  sng^ted  that  the  gentleman 
might  accomplish  his  object  by  simply  requir- 
ing the  Postmaster  General  to  state  whether 
the  iHtwtice  of  the  dniartment  at  present  was 
difiwent  from  what  it  had  been  formerly.  The 
call  in  ita  present  shape  must  produce  a  very 
▼olnminons  report,  which,  in  his  opinion,  was 
wholly  unnecessary. 

ySr.  R.  H.  JoHKBOH  said  that  it  was  proper 
for  him  to  state  that  the  practice  of  tibe  depart: 
ment  had  been  perfectly  uniform  on  the  sntject 
of  these  contracts.  There  was  no  law  requiring 
them  to  be  given  to  tbe  lowest  bidder.  The 
usual  mode  had  been  for  the  department  to  fix 
the  price  of  the  supplies  it  needed;  and  to 
avoid  the  delay  and  trouble  of  carrying  them 
from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another,  the 
contracts  were  parcelled  out  in  different  parts 
of  the  Union.  Mr.  J.  aaid  he  had  no  olfjeothm 


~  [Hur,  1838. 

to  the  inquiry  proposed,  except  on  aooount  of 
the  unnecessary  labor  to  which  it  would  put 
Ihe  department  It  was  extremely  iooonvea- 
ient  to  have  the  clerks  taken  from  the  regolAr 
course  of  their  occupations  to  answer  oaUs  of 
this  kind,  which,  after  great  time  and  trouble 
had  been  spent  upon  them,  for  the  most  part 
issued  in  nothing. 

In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, Qb.  Spbiobt,}  and  from  Kentucky,  QSr. 
Jommoir,)  Mr.  Evbsrt  stated  that  the  reply  of 
the  department  could  not  require  much  time, 
all  the  papers  called  for  beins  merely  copies  of 
the  contracts,  the  offers  of  Individuals,  and  a 
statement  of  the  quantity  ctf  papers,  &e.,  paid 
for.  That  though  it  was  true  there  was  no  law 
directing  the  department  to  advertise  for  the 
contract  yet  the  gentleman  was  mistaken  in 
supposing  it  had  been  the  practice  of  that  depart* 
ment  to  make  private  contracts  for  tbeir  print- 
ing. That,  in  1827,  the  department  did  adver- 
tise :  how  the  practice  had  been  before  that 
time,  he  was  not  informed. 

Hr.  WmTTLUBT  was  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
tion, but  he  wished  a  mudi  more  extended  in- 
quiry gone  into  in  reference  to  the  affairs  of  that 
department  of  the  Government.  Gentlemra 
who  support  the  Administration  had  made  tha 
most  frank  and  liberal  professions  (and  none 
could  be  more  rejoiced  at  vritnes^ng  them  than 
himself)  that  they  were  ready  and  willing  to  go 
into  such  an  inquiry,  if  any  gentleman  would 
rise  in  his  place  and  say  that  he  had  reason  to 
believe  that  there  was  mismanagement  in  any 
part  of  the  affairs  of  the  Government.  Mr.  W. 
said  he  was  one  who  did  believe,  and  had  long 
been  under  the  beli^f^  that  very  gross  mis- 
management did  exist  in  the  Post  Offloe  D^Mut- 
ment ;  and  he  was  desirous  of  availing  himself 
of  the  frank  offers  that  had  been  made  to  intro- 
duce the  resolution  he  had  offered,  proposing  a 
more  extended  inquiry  than  that  contained  in 
the  resolution  Just  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  frt>m  Kentucky,  (Mr.  JonxsON.) 
at  tiie  head  of  the  Post  Of5ce  Committee,  with 
whose  liberali^  of  conduct  and  feeling  every 
one  was  acqnunted,  would  extend  the  same 
hidulgence  to  an  inquiry  of  this  kind,  vcbich  he 
had  mme  in  eo  prompt  and  ample  a  manner  on 
a  late  ocoauon.  [Wh«i  on  the  Bank  Com- 
mittee.] 

As  to  the  labor  tiut  might  be  necessary  to 
answer  the  call,  he  con^wed  that  a  matter  of 

Tery  small  comparative  importance.  If  the 
affurs  of  the  department  were  going  wrong,  the 
House  ought  to  know  it ;  but  if  they  were  aU 
conducted  with  fairness  imd  propriety,  the 
inquiry  would  afford  an  opportunity  for  making 
that  fact  known  to  the  House  And  to  the  nation. 
He  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  tbe 
motion  now  before  the  House,  and  insert  a 
proposition  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  examine  the  present  condition  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  dm.  dM.,  with  power  to  send 
toe  perBOBB  and  p^>erB 
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Sfr.  CuirPOBD  eaid  that  the  amendment 
struck  him  as  (kT  a  most  extraordinary  charac- 
ter. A  proposition  had  l>een  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Yermont  to  inquire  into  a 
single  contract — an  inqniry  into  which  be  pre- 
snmed  no  one  wonid  make  any  opposition ; 
and  now  to  snch  a  resolution  t^e  gentleman 
wished  to  append  an  amendment,  going  to  pro- 
pose an  inqmry  into  the  whole  aaminiBtration 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  this  without 
the  allwation  of  a  single  Saat.  Only  on  the 
TmIIoF  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  the  Hotue 
was  called  to  cost  a  diade  over  the  reputation 
of  one  of  the  best  officers  that  ever  existed  in 
any  Government  The  gentleman  woold  prob- 
ably say  that  such  was  not  his  intention  in 
offering  the  amendment,  but  Hr.  0.  knew  too 
well  that  an  inquiry  of  this  kind  could  be 
wielded  with  some  effect  at  the  approaching 
election ;  and  if  it  should  be  gone  into,  he  would 
venture  to  predict  that  it  would  be  se  used. 
Why  were  committees  of  investigation  ever 
appointed?  It  was  only  when  some  disease 
was  believed  to  lark  beneath  the  surface  which 
teqnired  to  be  probed  to  the  bottom.  But 
woold  that  Hoiiae  instatnte  a  Oommittee  of 
Investigation  without  any  charge  being  first 
made)  On  what  shoold  snofa  an  investigation 
be  based  f  It  should  always  be  preceded  by 
the  allegation  of  some  specific  fact  of  malver- 
sation. If  Mr.  0.  should  see  that  he  pledged 
himself  to  vote  for  the  inqniry ;  but  be  could 
not  consent  that  the  money  of  the  people 
should  be  consumed  on  snch  an  investigation, 
without  some  distinct  grotmd  to  believe  that 
something  was  wrong.  Besides,  at  this  late 
stage  of  the  session,  could  the  gentleman  believe 
that  anch  an  investkation,  if  gone  into,  could 
posMbly  be  completed  I  Did  he  remember  that 
they  were  witbm  four  weeks  of  the  nsoal  ter- 
mination of  the  session  ?  The  gentlonan  said 
that  the  grounds  of  his  amendment  had  long 
been  in  hU  mind ;  if  so,  why  did  he  not  sooner 
bring  tiiem  forward  f  Believing  that  no  good 
could  grow  out  of  the  proposed  inqui^,  and 
that  the  officers  of  the  Oovemment  had  some 
character  to  be  preserved,  he  ahoold  vote  against 
the  amendment. 

Hr.  B.  M.  JoEirsoN  had  not  expected  such  a 
substitute  to  be  offered  by  any  member  of  the 
House,  certuoly  not  by  a  genUeman  who,  like 
himself^  was  entitled  to  m  called  a  working 
member;  a  gentleman,  toa  who  had  told  him  in 
conversation,  and  had  told  the  House  in,  debate, 
that  it  was  not  worth  while  to  call  np  any 
more  of  tiiose  na^l  bills  for  private  relief^  <n 
which  not  less  than  three  hundred  remained 
still  unacted  upon.  Though  the  honorable 
gentieman  had  Ul>ored  in  the  preparation 
of  those  bills,  b^V  it  was  now  so  late  in  the 
session  that  the  gentieman  had  abandoned 
them  in  desp^.  Now,  however,  the  gentle- 
man seemed  to  wish  to  get  np  a  dust.  The 
House,  he  presumed,  had  not  dust  enough 
already.  There  were  not  enough  of  ezoiting 
inl^eots  before  it.  The  Bank  of  the  United 


[H.OFR. 

States — the  trial  which  was  shortiy  to  be  re- 
sumed— ^the  tariff — the  apportionment  biU — the 
bill  for  interval  improvements — all  these  were 
not  sufficient.  The  gentieman  wanted  a  com- 
mittee got  up,  who  should  inquire  into  matters 
and  things  in  general,  although  a  similar  com- 
mittee, appointed  by  another  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  had  given  up  the  case  in  despair, 
after  getting  pretty  near  a  cart-load  of  docu- 
ments. Mr.  J.  said  he  felt,  and  always  showed 
so  much  respect  for  the  v«ry  worthy  gentleman 
as  the  ch^nnan  of  cme  o!  the  workbg  commit- 
tees of  tiie  House,  and  for  the  oommittee  over 
which  he  presided,  that  he  really  thought  the 
honorable  member  might  show  some  litUe  re- 
ject, in  return,  to  him,  and  to  the  Post  Office 
Oommittee.  The  gentieman  seemed  to  wish  to 
razee  him ;  but  bow  wonld  he  look  when-he 
was  razeed,  and  set  to  act  as  a  lieutenant  only 
in  a  oommittee  that  was  inquiring  into  the 
afibirs  of  the  Post  Office,  with  his  honorable 
friend  at  the  head  of  it  as  the  chairman  t  He 
would,  however,  make  a  proposal  to  the  gentie- 
man. If  the  worthy  member  would  postpone 
his  inqniry  to  the  first  week  of  the  next  ses- 
sion, Mr.  J.  wonld  consent  to  be  hui  lieu" 
tenant,  and  then  they  would  see  which  would 
ontdo  the  other  as  a  working  man  in  prose- 
cuting the  inquiry  to  its  consummation. 

Ceue  <if  Samuel  S<m$ton-r-Mr,  BomUnC$Dtfeaee. 

The  hour  of  twelve,  appointed  for  a  further 
hearing  of  the  case  of  Samuel  Houston  for  an 
all^^  breach  of  privilege,  having  arrived,  the 
accused  was  brought  to  the  bar ;  when  he  rose, 
and  addressed  the  House  in  bis  own  defence  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Bpeakw:  Arnugned  for  the  first  time  in 
my  life,  on  a  charae  of  violating  the  laws  of 
my  oonnt^,  I  fisel  that  embainusment  whitA 
my  peculiar  sitnation  is  calculated  to  insure. 
Though  I  have  been  defended  by  able  ana  en- 
lightened counsel,  possesnng  intellect  of  the 
very  highest  order,  embelli^ed,  too,  by  all  that 
science  and  literature  can  bestow,  yet  it  seems 
proper  that,  under  such  circumstances,  I  should 
be  heard  in  my  own  vindication. 

The  charge  which  has  been  preferred  against 
me  is  one  of  no  ordinary  character.  If  I  shaU 
be  convicted  of  having  acted  from  tiie  motive 
alleged  by  my  accuser,  lasting  infiamy  must  be 
tiie  necessary  oonseqnenoe. 

To  my  prehension,  the  darkest  dongeons 
of  this  Qovenmient,  with  all  tiie  puna  and 
penalties  of  treason,  present  a  trifling  oonridera- 
tion  when  eompared  with  that  load  <tf  iniamv 
which,  under  such  oircnmstanoes,  must  attach 
itself  forever  to  my  name. 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  charge  t  I  am 
accused  of  lying  in  wait,  for  the  purpose  of 
depriving  a  fellow-man  of  the  efficient  use  of 
his  person,  if  not  of  existence  Itself.  Sir,  can 
there  be  a  greater  crime  ?  Who,  but  a  wretch 
unworthy  of  the  name  of  man,  could  ever  be 
goilty  of  it?  I  disclaim^  utterly,  every  motive 
nnwwthy  of  an  honorable  man.  whea 
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deeply  wronged,  I  have  followed  the  generous 
impulse  of  my  heart,  and  have  thus  violated 
the  lawB  of  tnj  coantry,  or  trespassed  on  the 
prerogatiTea  of  thla  honorable  body,  I  am  will- 
mg  to  be  beld  to  my  responsibility  for  so 
domg.^  Ho  man  has  more  respect  for  this 
body,  and  its  rights  and  privil^es.  Never  can 
I  forget  the  associations  connected  with  thU 
Hall.  Never  can  I  lose  the  remembrance  of 
that  pride  of  heart  which  swelled  my  bosom 
when  finding  myself,  for  the  first  time,  enjoy- 
ing those  privileges,  and  exercising  those  rights, 
as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  American 
people.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  political 
collision  in  which  I  was  occasionally  involved, 
whatever  diversity  of  feelings -may  have  for  a 
moment  separated  me  from  some  of  my  asso- 
datte,  they  have  never  been  able  to  take  away 
tiiat  respect,  for  the  coUeetive  body  which  I 
have  ever  proudly  cherished.  The  personal 
associations  I  have  eqjoyed  with  many  of  those 
I  now  see  around  me,  I  shall  ever  remember 
with  the  kindest  feelings.  None  of  these 
things,  however,  are'  to  operate  as  the  nnallest 
extenuation  of  my  offence  that  shall  be  proved 
against  me.  All  I  demand  is,  that  my  actions 
may  be  pursued  to  the  motives  wluch  gave 
them  birth.  Thou^  it  may  have  been  alleged 
that  I  am  "  a  man  of  broken  fortune  and  blasted 
reputation^"  I  never  can  forget  that  reputation, 
however  hmited,  is  the  high  boon  of  heaven. 
Ferlufis  the  oiromnBtanceB  d  advendtj^  by 
which  I  have  been  oroshed,  have  made  me  cling 
to  the  lit^  ranains  of  it  whfob  I  aUll  pooaooo, 
and  to  eheriah  thou  with  the  greater  fbndneas. 

Though  the  ^oofdulhare  of  ruin  has  been 
driving  over  me,  and  'hud  waste  my  brightest 
hopes,  yet  I  am  proud  to  think  that,  mufer  all 
oiroum stances,  I  have  endeavored  to  sustain  the 
laws  of  my  country,  and  to  support  her  institu- 
tions, whatever  maj  be  the  opinions  of  gen- 
tlemen in  relation  to  these  matters,  I  am  here 
to  be  tried  for  a  snbstan^ve  offence,  discon- 
nected entirely  with  my  former  life  or  circnm- 
stanoes.  I  have  only  to  say  to  those  who 
rebnke  me,  at  the  tame  when  tbey  see  adversity 
Bwely  presdng  upQn  me,  for  myself  * 

"I  seek  DO  sympathies  nor  need: 
The  thorns  which  I  have  reaped  ire  of  the  tree 
I  planted ;  they  have  torn  me,  and  I  bleed." 

In  support  of  the  charge  on  which  I  am 
here  arraigned,  I  ask,  what  facts  have  been 
adduced  to  prove  either  my  motive  or  my 
course  of  action  f  I  am  well  aware  that  this 
honorable  body,  in  the  incipient  stages  of  this 
prosecution,  acted  under  the  allegation  that  I 
had  "been  gnUty  of  a  very  great  outrage — that  I 
had  been  lying  in  wait,  and  had  b^  guilty 
of  an  attack  upon  an.  unarmed  and  helplen 
man. 

Sir,  bad  I  oontempbted  any  gnoh  attack,  I 
should  hare  been  preMred  tot  the  porpose. 
Had  I  thought  it  pMsible  that,  in  walking  on 
that  avenue,  I  was  to  meet  an  inffividnal  who 
had  an^^t  i^inst  naei  and  was  di^Kwed  to  re- 


dress  the  wrong  by  a  ^rsonal  renoontre^  sboold 
I  h&ve  been  foand  in  the  cireamstanees  m 
which  I  was!  Was  I  armed?  Was  I  lying 
inwaitf  What  safs  the  testimony  9  Ifymeet- 
ing  with  the  m^ber  ihnn  Ohio  was  poftcdy 
accidental  We  came  twether  wh<^  umx- 
pe(^edly  on  my  part,  andunder  cbramDstiDcei 
of  provocation,  such  as  I  am  well  persuaded  no 
member  of  this  body  would  ever  brook.  JM I 
attack  him  without  previous  challenge  t  Xo. 
Did  I  not  apprise  him  that  I  was  the  individul 
he  had  iiyuredf  He  had  ample  thne  to  plan 
his  hand  upon  his  arms,  which  he  did!'  I  ins 
unarmed.  Sir,  has  this  the  semblance  d 
assassination  ?  However  culpable  mj  condntt 
may,  by  some,  be  considered,  the  crime  of  lying 
in  wut  had  its  existence  only  in  the  imsgiiu- 
tion  of  my  aeonser.  The  honoraUe  Seaitor 
firom  Kissonri  (Mr.  Bvoksxb)  has  testified  to 
the  House  that  I  was  not  apprised  beforehand 
of  any«uch  meeting — that  it  was  purely  acd- 
dental,  and  whoUy  nnespected — ^thattbe  tcti<n 
took  place  under  a  heated  state  of  feeling,  lod 
was  prompted  by  his,arraigning  me,  before  thii 
honorable  body,  and  his  subsequent  ontngei 
upon  my  feeling  and  character  I 

It  has  been  said  by  my  accuser  that  the  attad 
made  upon  him  was  for  words  uttered  in  Ins 
^ace.  It  is  true  that  he  had  lud  before  tlie 
Houaeacharge of  oormption,  inwhichmynaae 
was  implicated ;  but  it  was  not  for  the  wwds  be 
uttered  here  that  I  assailed  him.  It  was  Air 
pnbliaUng  in  the  Intdligeucer  libdlons  mitler, 
to  my  ii^iiry:  saohasnomembwofthisbiaM^ 
able  court,  who  is  oonsdons  of  tite  ri^ts  of  u 
American  citizen,  would  ever  taxa^j  sDbmitt'X 
It  was  for  a  false  and  libelloas  matter,  poblisbed 
*'in  anticipation  of  its  r^ular  place"  in  tiia 
debates  of  this  House,  After  having  been 
"blasted"  by  the  stroke  of  advernty,  ud 
hunted  from  sodety  as  an  ontlaw,  to  be  now 
libelled  for  oormption  and  charged  with  fraud 
m>on  the  Government^  is  too  much  to  eDdm! 
Gould  the  human  mbld  brook  it  ?  Could  I  sub- 
mit to  this,  I  should  indeed  think  tiiat  I  vasa 
man  not  only  of  "broken  fortune,"  Ivt  of 
"blasted  reputation."  It  is  well  known  thai  a 
private  dtixen  has  no  <^mortimity  oi  rej^  to 
an  attack  that  may  be  made  upon  him  on  tlui 
floor.  It  wu  for  the  imUioati<m  oi  snoh  u 
attack — ^for  the  publication  of  a  charge  whidi 
has  here  been  di^roven,  inasmuch  a>  no  testi- 
mony has  been  adduced  to  support  it.  It  vtf 
for  this  that  I  assaUed  the  member:  ani  I  nor 
assert  that  this  chai^  is  groundless. 
proof  has  fuled.  The  proof  was  on  him.  j 
was  not  called  on  to  prove  a  negative,  thongbl 
was  prepared  to  do  it.  After  an  attack  likB 
this  had  been  made  on  my  good  namej  vi&  » 
that  respect  for  the  privates  of  this  Hon* 
which  I  have  ever  felt,  and  which  arises  fron 
the  0(mviction  that  they  have  been  intmsteo^ 
it  for  the  public  good;  although  I owiffldered 
the  publioadon  false  and  libellooa,  I  vb9  id* 
dnced,  by  my-  best  respect  for  this  ^J},^^^ 
lodk  upon  him  as  a  {HiTate  individnd  *bo  ^ 
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wronged  me,  but  as  a  member  of  this  House. 
I  therefore  addressed  to  him  a  note.  It  was 
my  privUcge  to  do  m>.  Hovrever  hnmble  I 
may  be,  and  however  bluted  in  the  estunation 
of  some  genflanen.  it  ma  stSl  nqr  priTilege,  in 
common  with  the  nnrobleBt  (ntizm  that  treads 
American  soil,  to  address  an  inquiry  to  the 
honorable  member.  I  asked  of  nim,  respect- 
fblly,  and  in  language  to  which  none  can  ob- 
ject, whether  that  publication  was  his,  and 
tinder  what  cdrcnmstances  it  bad  been  made. 
Sir,  he  did  not  deign  to  reply ;  Irat,  proceeding 
on  his  own  assumption  tnat  I  was  a  man  of 
"  blasted  reputation,"  he  would  not  condescend, 
nor  even  stoop  from  tiie  lofty  height  of  his 
.ofllcial  dignity,  to  notice  me,  a  mere  private 
indlvidnaL  ^e  terms  in  which  he  couched  his 
refusal  were  of  the  most  insulting  character. 
He  declared  tiiat  I  had  no  right,  after  all  that 
be  had  said,  to  make  even  a  request  for  expli&na- 
tion.  This  was  assoming  higher  gronhd  than 
that  cf  his  privilege.  It  b  the  rij^  of  all— of 
the  lowest  and  me  hnmUest— to  reqheet  an 
explanation  where  they  are  person^y  oon- 
oeraed.  But  this  was  denied  me.  That  uni- 
versal right  of  petition  which  Is  guarantied  by 
the  constitution  to  aU  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  on  which  right  my  application  was 
"baaed — this  common,  this  sacred,  this  wise, 
iudefeaaible  privilege^  was  refused  to  an  Ameri- 
can citizen.  What  mdignedion  would  such  a 
refusal  excite  in  every  taLuiIy  bosom  t  It  was, 
In  sabstauce,  uying  to  me,  altiiooj^  I  have 
iqjnred  yoa  without  provocation,  and  in  ttie 
most  public  maimer,  yon  have  no  right  to 
inquire  any  thing  aboat  It,  and  I  aludl  continne 
to  do  the  same  thing  tiu  yonr  reputation  is 
oompletdf  dcigraded  and  sank. 

Of  the  nature  of  tiie  aocnsation,  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  eustiuned  it,  I  need  not 
remind  this  honorable  court.  My  accuser  de- 
clared, in  reply  to  the  first  interrogatory  put  to 
him,  that  it  hail  not  been  his  object  to  impute  a 
fraud.  On  aftertiiOQght,  however,  he  changed 
his  pomtion,  and  avowed  his  beHef  that  I  was  a 
guilty  man.  Still  relentiess,  still  resolved  to 
soorifloe  his  victim,  he  bore  down  npon  him 
with  all  the  wei^t  of  his  offidal  station.  Al- 
flwngh  the  inffividnal  bad  withdrawn  himself 
from  civilized  society,  still  he  must  be  pursued, 
and  hunted,  and  blasted  I  With  what }  With 
truth!  With  faot»  No.  With  surmises— 
with  suspicions — with  hearses,  and  f^davits. 
But  did  these  proofs,  such  as  tbey  were,  exist 
at  the  time  his  accusation  was  made  ?  Not  at 
all.  He  made  the  charge  on  a  mere  vague  ru- 
mor ;  tmt,  as  a  means  of  inflicting  a  more  dead- 
ly stab,  he  gave  in  the  names  of  men  who  had 
disclaimed  the  truth  of  their  own  declarations 
— names  of  which  I  need  not  say  mnch. 

I  am  not  eorions  to  specnhite  much  on  the 
affidavit  whioh  has  been  produced  to  the  House 
— a  matter  which,  in  its  orij^  finr  the  honor 
of  all  ooneemed,  had  bett»  been  Idt  to  sleep 
fn  oblivion— a  matter  concaved  in  malioe,  ma- 
tared  in  c(unq>tion  and  pojury,  andintroduoed 


[H.  ov  B. 

here  in  a  manner  most  mysterious.  He  who 
made  the  affidavit  instantly  fled.  I  trust  he 
may  be  the  scapegoat  who  wiU  bear  the  idns  of 
his  aesooiation  in  this  transaction  to  the  wflder- 
neas.  It  would  be  mmeoeaiaxTfor  me  to  dwell 
longer  on  the  sulject  of  tiiis  affidavit— the  time 
at  which  it  was  obtained — the  circumstances 
which  preceded,  attended,  and  those  which  fol- 
lowed it.  When  the  individual  sought  to  insin- 
uate himself  into  my  &vor,  after  naving  pre- 
viously ii^nred  me,  when  he  sought  my  for- 
^veness  for  past  ofi'ences,  I  foi^ave  him  gen- 
erously :  and  this  is  the  requital  I 

Ur.  Speaker,  I  cannot  be  insensible  to  the 
situation  I  occupy  before  this  honorable  court 
— a  situation  weU  calculated  to  inspire  alarm 
and  solicitude  on  my  part.  In  the  nature  of 
the  aoousatlon,  there  is  matter  oognizable  in 
the  courts  ffif  the  country.  I  am  amdgned 
here  for  the  offence  of  having  redressed  a  per- 
sonal wrong.  I  am  obliged  with  not  having 
respected  the  rights  of  this  House ;  yet  I  am  not 
allowed  the  judgment  of  my  peers.  I  can  claim 
no  equality  with  the  honorable 'members  of  thla 
House,  whom  I  see  around  me.  Their  station 
has  raised  them  far  above  me.  I  am  only  a 
private  citizen.  Thus  situated,  who  are  to  be 
my  judges  1  Those  who  form  a  party  to  this 
accusation.  How  nuequal  the  contest  1  and 
how  hopeless  must  innocence  itself  be,  if  such 
a  court  were  pleased  to  demand  a  victim  I  I 
know  there  is  no  flu<^  parp(»e  here.  The 
honor  as  well  as  ihe  integmy  of  gentlemen 
would  withhold  them  fhmi  it  But,  b^old 
the  influence  which  may  be  exerted  aguiut 
me  I  I  see  no  judge  npon  the  bench,  with 
power  to  instruct  the  jury  as  to  the  law  of  the 
case ;  I  see  no  accuser,  and  no  accused,  stfoid- 
ing  side  by  side  before  that  judge  I  I  am  ar- 
raigned before  a  court  which  is  standing  on  its 
own  privileges — which  arr^gns  me  in  its  .own 
case.  And  thus  situated,  I  am-  tried  for  the 
commission  of  a  most  Arrant  crime — for  in- 
sulting the  whole  American  people,  in  the 
person  of  one  of  the  members  of  this  body. 
Tet  I  have  violated  no  law,  I  have  tranM[ressed 
no  precept  known  to  the  people  of  this  land. 
If  I  have  violated  any  privikfie,  that  privilege 
must  be  somewhere  declared.  If  it  exists  at 
all,  it  lies  as  a  littie  spark  deeply  covered ;  not 
even  the  smoke  of  it  has  appeared.  It  is  a 
privilege  which  the  American  people  do  not 
know ;  and  I  demand,  on  their  behaJ^  to  know 
what  it  is.  I  shall  bow  to  that  privilege  when 
it  shall  have  been  defined,  and  when  it  shall 
have  become  constitutional,  by  the  people's  ac- 
quiescence. But  where  there  is  no  law,  there  is 
no  transgression.  I  admit  that  the  members  of 
this  House  have  privileges,  and  that  their  per- 
sons ought  to  be  protected,  because  they  rep- 
resent citizens  of  this  repubUo.  On  those  wiv- 
ileges  I  should  be  the  last  to  encroach.  But 
when  a  .  member  <^  this  House  places  himself 
out  of  the  protection  of  this  privily  by  tres- 
passing on  my  rij^ts,  I  shall  view  him  in  his 
mdividDal  capad^,  and  deal  with  him  aa  with 
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■  aaj  other  printe  man.  But  I  idll  nerw  tres- 
1W88  on  the  priTileges  of  this  House;  t  viU 
never  asnU  a  member  of  this  House,  while  he 
represents  the  Amerioan  people ;  nor  will  I 
encroach  on  any  privilege  which  belongs  to 
gentlemen  as  such.  I  need  not  saj  that  there 
exist,  in  this  Govenmient,  three  distinct  co- 
ordinate branches.  Every  gentleman  knows 
what  they  are.  And,  in  respect  to  one  of 
them.  Congress  hare  declared  what  shall^  and 
what  shall  not,  be  oonddered  as  a  contempt. 
They  have  declared  that  a  jtidge  shaU  be  pro- 
tected in  the  datiee  of  his  office ;  bat,  when  be 
•tepa  frtm  the  high  ftinclion  of  administering 
the  laws  enacted  w  this  body,  and  its  co-ordi- 
nate branehea;  when  he  Uavea  the  jndidal 
■eat,  and  lays  adde  the  Jodidal  lobea,  then  his 
prinlege  ceasea.  then,  we  may  reaacm  from 
analogy,  in  dedatnng  the  ri^ts  of  this  body,  it 
seems  reasonable  to  soppose  liiat  they  do  not 
transcend  those  of  a  oo-ordiaate  branch  of  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  if  not,  then  it  is  idle  to  say  that, 
when  thU  body  h^s  adjourned,  its  members  re- 
main under  the  prot^tion  of  tb^  privilege, 
and  that  it  goee  with  a  member,  and  remams 
with  him,  while  ontra^ng  tiie  rights  of  (dUzens, 

Vhere  is  the  privi^ge  t  Show  it  to  me,  that 
I  may  obey  the  ixw.  I  am  told  that  it  is  unde- 
fined and  imdeflnable,  and  that  it  la  to  be  rega- 
lated  by  yonr  disoreuon  alone.  If  moh  a  dis- 
ete&ai  is  in  yonr  hai^  the  power  of  pnni^- 
ment  most  extend  to  life  Itsd^  and  that  over  a 
man  who  has  no^  in  any  way,  interrapted  yonr 
deliberations.  If  yon  can  arrest  hina,  yon  may 
not  only  fine  him,  and  imprison  bim,  bnt  yoa 
may  inflict  npon  him  tortnre  and  death.  Sir, 
grants  have  made  laws,  and,  in  enacting  them, 
have  bad  no  regard  to  graduating  them  in  pro- 
portion to  the  offences  pnnisbable.  By  one 
of  these  tyrants  all  offenses  were  made  capital. 
Draoo  detomined  that,  for  a  small  offence,  a 
dtisaa  deserved  death ;  and,  as  nothing  more 
than  death  oonld  be  tmpUeated  for  the  greatest, 
the  punishment  of  all  crimes  became  eqnaL  If 
thb  body  will  publish  its  privileges,  and  grad- 
uate its  punishments,  Hxea  we  shall  know  what 
to  fear,  and  how  to  avcAA  transgreesion.  iCUig- 
nia  enacted  laws :  they  were  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  regulating  his  subjects,  but  of  enb«p- 
ping  them.  He  might  as  well  not  have  exerted 
bis  legislative  power,  but  left  his  action  solely 
to  the  government  of  his  wanton  caprice.  Bnt 
he  was  adjudged  a  tyrant  and  a  monster  for 
punishing  men  for  transgressing  a  law  which 
they  could  not  know.  For  it  is  the  eonsdence 
and  motive  of  men  whidi  alone  give  turpitnde 
to  tii^  Botiona, 

The  ground  has  been  assmned  by  some  gen- 
llemen,  fliat,  if  tiie  House  nej^eoted  to  ponish 
hi  awut  a  case  as  the  present.  Its  legislation 
might  be  exposed  to  duiger;  that  companies 
might  be  organized — conspiracies  formed — and 
m(H>s  collected,  and  thus  the  measures  of  the 
House  be  effectually  controlled.  Sir,  I  must 
enter  my  protest  a^^nst  the  i^Uoation  of  any 
Muh  argnment  to  myselt       dispodtifln  has 


never  been  fsdionB,  my  oondiut  olntrcpemi^ 
nor  my  feelings  malignant.  It  is  ania  Uiat 
fa<morabIe  gentlanea  most  be  protected.  I 
grant  it  Iwoiild  <U1  in  the  first  ditch  when 
their  pwrsons  were  assailed.  I  would  be  the 
last  to  entrench  myself  b^ind  it.  I  feel  that, 
as  a  patriot,  it  would  be  my  greatest  glory  to 
defwid  their  privileges  as  sacred :  but  let  it  not 
be  forgotten  that  the  citizen,  however  obaoare, 
and  however  mined  in  fortune,  has  privileges 
too.  It  is  his  privily  to  earn  and  to  wear  an 
h(»ie8t  name — ^to  deserve  and  to  eiQ<>y  %  qtot- 
less  reputation.  This  is  tiie  proudest  onaBcnt 
that  any  man  can  wear,  and  it  is  one  that  every 
American  dtizen  ouj^ht  to  i»«e8  tenderij-  to  hk 
heart ;  nor  diould  his  arm  ever  hang  serrclew 
by  his  side  when  this  sacred,  bri^test  Jevd  is 
assailed.  Whoa  a  member  of  this  Hoose^  ot- 
trenched  in  his  privil^;e,  brands  a  inrivate  cit- 
izen, in  the  face  of  the  whole  nation,  as  a  firaud- 
tdent  villtun,  he  forgets  the  d^nify  hb  rta- 
tion,  and  renders  himself  answeraUe  to  the 
party  aggrieved.  Are  honorable  gentlemen  to 
send  abroad  tiieir  calumnies  unqQeatifmed  f 
Are  they  to  nse  the  privily  whidi  they  have 
received  from  the  citizens  at  this  oonntiy  ae  a 
means  to  ii^Jare  the  dtiienil  Jt  genunnn 
disregard  tiie  ordinary  roles  of  deoornm,  and 
nee^  m  thdr  plaoe^  laagnage  iignrioita  to  indi- 
vidnals,  oan  they  expect  to  be  protected  by 

Erivileges  which  they  have  forfeited  t  Bnt  if 
onorable  gentlemen  vrill  respect  themselTes, 
and  will  not  travel  out  of  the  linuts  of  legiti- 
mate debate,  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  pri- 
vate pique  and  personal  hostiHtj,  they  wiH  find 
a  wall  of  fire  around  them  for  their  proteetiaB. 
The  breast  of  every  tme-heartad  American  wiH 
glow  with  zeal  in  their  defence,  and  will  bow 
to  their  privileges  with  reverential  gratitadt 
They  will  be  surrounded  with  an  impenetraUs 
bulwark,  snoh  as  no  armed  hosts^  not  tibe  mae^ 
walls  of  thb  ca{dtoL  ooold  ever  snuplT.  It  is  a 
moral  rampart — a  defence  that  wm  last  while 
time  endures.  As  Icoig  as  membcars  respect 
the  rights  of  individual  individuals  wQl  re- 
spect their  rights ;  nor  will  they  ever  kne  tlus 
safeguard  nnm  they  diaU  abandon  that  mntoal 
respect  which  the  cdtizena  of  a  repablio  owe  to 
eaco  other.  Oan  gentlemen  e:qpect  to  enjoy 
particular  hnmunities,  when  they  cease  to  act 
according  to  the  high  station  they  occupy,  and 
degrade  themselvee  t>y  the  nse  of  langaage  such 
as  it  does  not  become  the  proud  ^irit  oi  free- 
men to  suffer  1  Let  them  be  aeeured  the  Amer- 
ican pe(^le  irill  never  dishonor  ihemaelres  by 
approving  the  v<dnntary  degradation  of  tlieir 
renresentativee. 

This  honorable  body  chums  to  exerdbe  a 
privilege  whidi  ia  nndefined  and  tnoompreh<»- 
sible,  bnt  gentlemen  have  not  been  able  to  lay 
their  hum  on  any  part  of  the  coostitntiun 
which  anthorises  thev  claim  to  such  an  ex^ 
or^nary  prerogative.  The  attempt  to  sapport 
it  rests  upon  analt^  only— an  analogy  con- 
ueoted  with  the  powwsof  the  star  obamber, 
that  worst  exoreaoenoe  of  a  de^xttio  monarchy. 
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For  eentaries  the  citizens  of  England,  to  their 
lasting  diflgraoe,  cowered  and  were  cmBhed  be- 
neath the  perineal  Jn^^emaat,  the  akoighty 
udunqneBtUoiAleTO^roffatiye  of  the  king — a 
prerofntive  which  chdmed  that  the  king's  court 
existMl  wherever  the  king's  person  was  foond ; 
and  its  prerogatire  to  ptmisb  for  contempts  was 
to  be  exercised  at  his  pleasure,  and  was  an 
en^e  of  craelty  and  oppression.  The/  sub- 
mitted to  a  privilege  which  was  everr  thing 
when  it  was  to  be  exercised,  and  nothing  when 
it  was  to  be  dsfined  and  investigated — a  privi- 
lege whkh  floated  aa  a  vagne  fimoy  In  the  im- 
agnation  itf  a  British  monairoh,  and  waa  carried 
into  effedi  by  his  despotic  ann ;  in  the  e^roise 
ci  which  the  snbjecta  of  the  British  realm  were, 
without  law,  distrained  of  th^  liberty,  impris- 
oned,-fined^  pilloried,  whipped,  and  pill(nied 
a^ain. 

Gentlemen  have  admitted  that  the  power 
they  daimed  is  not  found  in  the  Constitution : 
then  where  is  it?  There  is  no  king  here  to 
ftncy  his  own  high  prerogative.  We  know  no 
royd  m^eflty  in  this  country,  to  be  preserved 
at  tiie  expense  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  tiie 
citizens.  On  what  ground,  then,  was  the  jniv- 
placed!  On  necesnty?  the  plea  m  all 
tyrants,  the  hackneyed  eni^e  of  despotism. 
Who  ever  heard  of  a  right  higher  than  the  con- 
stitution t  All  the  powers  of  this  ooart  are 
Privative.  They  exist  only  as  th«y  have  been 
defined  and  r^olated  by  the  pei^le.  What- 
erfiT  is  not  so  granted,  is  the  assumption  of  an 
extraordinary  pren^ative.  *  If  the  power  is  not 
in  the  constitution,  then  it  is  reserved  to  the 
people,  and  tiie  assnmption  of  it  is  an  en- 
oroadmient  upon  the  rights  of  the  citizens.  If, 
however,  the  court  shall  assume  this  power, 
and  the  American  people  witzieaang  it  shall 
acqniesce  in  the  assumption,  I  shall  bow  to  their 
wiU  with  the  most  reverential  reqieot. 

I  trust  I  shall  exhibit  the  same  sabmissifni  as 
has  distingniabed  my  oondnct  throng^ont  this 
trial.  AlUiough  the  officer  sent  to  arrest  me 
could  never  mive  effected  his  purpose  without 
rai^ng  a  posse,  I  bowed,  and  ever  shall  bow,  to 
the  very  shadow  of  the  authority  of  the  House, 
HO  long  as  my  resistance  could  be  construed  into 
contempts  of  the  r^treaentatiTes  of  the  people 
of  the  Union. 

I  conceive  that  the  House  had  no  right  to 
deprive  me  of  liberty,  and  arraign  me  at  its  bar. 
I  treat  its  will  with  profound  respect ;  and 
should  its  will  inflict  upon  me  a  heavier  penalty 
than  even  the  law  itself  would  pronoun oe,  I 
diall  snhmit  willii]|;ly  to  whatever  it  may  ad- 
judge. 

I  have  Uved  to  sustain  the  institatioos  of  my 
country,  and  I  will  never  treat  either  them  or 
the  functionaries  of  its  Government  with  con- 
tumely. Tet  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  ri^ht 
has  been  assumed  without  legitimate  authority, 
and  that  the  American  people,  when  they  come 
to  look  at  the  prooeedings,  and  see  bow  dlrectiy 
it  abrikea  at  the  Hber^  of  the  citizen,  wiU 
new  upptan  of  the  nnnpatioiL  To  tdl  the 
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peoide  that  their  servants,  when  acting  in  a 
private  c(^>adty,  are  protected  by  an  undefined 
power,  resting  in  the  breasts  of  men  who  at 
once  exercise  the  functions  of  accusers,  witness-  ■ 
es,  prosecutors,  judges,  and  Jurors,  will  excite 
their  astonishment ;  and,  unless  I  am  mistaken, 
they  will  deem  it  an  awftal  revelation  of  usurp- 
ed and  dangerous  power. 

It  is  certainly  a  matter  of  some  magnitude 
that  tbe  privileges  of  the  House,  so  strenaously 
asserted,  should  be  defined.  The  power  aa- 
snmed  by  this  court  is  a  Id^er  poww  than 
that  claimed  by  a  British  Fariiament.  I  dislike 
preoedrats  where  the  ridits  of  a  citizen  are  at 
stake.  They  cannot  bind  aa  when  drawn  tnm. 
British  history,  because  onr  constitution  nd 
laws  are  dissimilar  to  those  in  England.  The 
privileges  of  Parliament,  however,  are  in  scone 
degree  defined  by  the  laws  and  precedents  of 
that  country,  and  if  they  were  binOing,  I  should 
yet  he  acquitted,  even  on  their  own  ground,  for 
the  most  oistinguiBhed  jurists  of  England,  men 
who  have  devoted  their  whole  lives  to  the  study 
of  her  constitutional  laws,  have  expressly  decided 
that  when  a  Hhel  ottered  by  a  member  of  Par- 
liament is  pnbHshed  by  him,  the  act  of  puUi- 
cation  places  Iiim  out  of  the  protectioii  of  his 
privilege.  In  the  eataUishment  oi  this  positiw 
I  am  entrmdied  in  authorities,  as  distinguished 
and  unquesti(niable  as  any  that  can  be  relied 
on  by  gentiemen  on  the  other  side.  And  surely 
it  cannot  possibly  be  supposed  that  this  oourt 
has  a  right  to  exercise  powers  which  the  Par- 
liament of  England  does  not  olum  for  its  mem- 
bers, though  they  are  lords  and  dukes.  The 
nations  of  the  old  world  are  looking  for  your 
decision.  A  great  principle  is  involved.  The 
Ulwrties  of  more  than  twelve  millions  of  souls 
are  at  stake,  and  my  chief  regret  is,  that,  on  so 
wsi^i^  a  Buijeot,  I  am  so  incompetent  to  the 
ta^  which  hu  fiiUm  to  wj  lot,  uid  that  I  do 
not  poesesB  thoae  aUlittes  which  wonld  enable 
me  fully  to  ahow  what  blesdngs  on  the  oaa 
hand,  or  what  curses  on  the  otner,  must  flow 
from  the  decision  to  which  this  House  shall 
arrive.  .  While  the  people  of  other  nations  are 
contemplating  all  that  U  sublime  and  beautiful 
of  Government,  as  exhibited  in  the  American 
constitution  ;  while  they  look  to  her  fair  plains 
and  her  fruitful  valleys  as  a  land  of  refuge  for 
the  oppressed,  a  sacred  sanctuary  which  stands 
ready  to  receive  and  protect  those  who  fly  from 
shores  polluted  by  the  influence  of  despotism ; 
whUe  tiie  hope  of  the  philanthropist  is  full- 
blown, and  aU  eyea  are  directed  to  this  land  as 
the  land  oi  hnman  promise,  shall  it  be  told 
that  there  exists  in  tiie  midst  of  us  a  privilege 
r^;ulated  by  no  law,  and  of  so  mysterious  a  ' 
nature  that  the  citizen  of  this  republic  knows 
not  when  he  violated  it?  Publish  this  fact 
among  other  nations,  and  none  will  think  of 
flying  to  a  country  where  even  their  personal 
liberty  must  depend  upon  caprice;  and  must  lie 
at  the  mercy  of  a  principle  purely  tyrannical— 
for,  whether  exeroised  by  one,  or  many,  the 
prinidplei  I  repeat,  is  ^rranniou.   It  is 
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^ons,  and,  in  Ha  practical  effeofB,  may  become 
oniel  ta  tbe  extreme.'  So  loos  as  the  aecnritr 
cS  tiiaxMi  rests  upon  defined  laws,  althongn 
fhe  pnni^hment  attached  to  their  transgression 
may  be  very  severe,  still  if  both  law  and  tran- 
ishinent  are  clearly  lidd  down,  and  publicly 
known,  the  law  may  be  obeyed,  and  the  pnn- 
lahment  aToided.  Bat  it  will  ever  he  found 
that  men  have  an  inherent  love  of  liberty  and 
an  inborn  sense  of  the  value  of  repntation, 
which  never  can  be  made  to  yield  to  any  au- 
thority. 

"  There  is  a  bright,  undyii^  thought  In  mm, 
That  bids  his  soul  sUll  tq)ward  look 
To  Fame's  proud  cliff; 
And,  longing,  look 
In  hopes  to  grave  his  name 
For  uter  ages  to  admire, 
And  wonder  how  he  reached 
The  dizzy,  dangaroiia  bel^t, 
Or  where  he  stood,  or  bow." 

This  is  the  spirit  which  animates  and  cheers 
men  In  pursnit  of  hcmorable  achievements  1 

Appr^eoiAaaB  seem  to-  be  entratained  by 
caemben  of  tbto  Hoose,  lest  vitdenoe  shonld 
some  day  be  employed  to  abridge  this  honorable 
body  in  ihe  enjoyment  of  ita  rights ;  and  prece- 
dents have  been  referred  to  to  show  that  the 
d^bMvtioos  of  a  Leglslatore  may  be  oontroUed 
by  armed  mobel  One  gentleman  seemed  all 
alive  to  the  prospect  of  tliese  dangers;  and 
gentlemen,  in  the  progress  of  my  case,  have 
talked  abont  the  Government  being  overthrown  I 
They  have  spoken  of  the  designs  of  tyrants. 
They  have  conjured  np  the  spectre  of  a  Chief 
Magistrate  who  may  nave  hia  bnllies  and  his 
myrmidons,  and  may  em{doy  Aem  to  carry 
measoree  in  this  House,  by  praotioee  the  moat 
Defiariona.  Slr,ltrii0t  IdMllneTerBeethatdM^ 
arrive ;  tuid  I  hope  that  Gum  who  are  nrara 
yonnger  thui  I,  may  never  witness  Its  fearful 
reali^.  Bnt  while  gentlemen  seem  so  greatly 
to  dread  the  tyraUDT  of  a  single  individnal,  and 
appear  to  consider  it  a  matter  of  course  that  it 
must  be  some  Osesar,  some  Cromwell,  or  some 
Bon^arte,  who  is  to  overthrow  onr  Uberttes, 
I  must  beg  leave  to  dissent  from  that  opinion. 
All  history  will  show  that  no  tyrant  ever 
grasped  the  reins  of  power,  till  they  were  put 
bito  his  hands  by  oorront  and  obseqnioos  I^s- 
Ifitive  bodies.  If  I  apprehended  the  sabvo-cdon  of 
onr  Hbotiea,  I  ahxmi  look  nottotlieExeeatiTe, 
but  to  Uie  Leffifllafive  Department. 

Hw  whcAe  historr  of  Oreeoe  fhmished  ample 
lessons  of  inatmotwn  on  this  suljjeot.  And 
when  C»sar  trampled  on  ih«  liberties  of  his 
eonntry,  it  was  becanse  a  oorropt  and  factions 
Senate  bad  placed  tiie  sceptre  in  his  hands,  and 
tendered  him  the  crown.  The  same  thing  had 
been  done  both  in  Borne  and  ^where ;  not 
because  one  man  was  strong  enough  to  conqner 
the  nalion,  bnt  because  the  nation  made  their 
liberties  a  footstool — encouraged  and  invited 
him-  to  place  his  feet  np<ni  tbur  necka.  Men 
never  can  be  oonqnered  so  long  aa  the  spirit  of 


liberty  breathes  in  their  bosoms ;  bnt  let  tiieir 
Legislature  once  become  corropt  and  servOe, 
then  the  freedom  of  the  people  becomes  an  enej 
prey.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  ftie  firequeot  elee- 
tions  secared  by  onr  form  of  OovenmiCTt  may 
save  ns  from  this  fhiitftd  sooroe  of  nan ;  but  if 
the  term  of  onr  representative*  office  were  for 
life,  we  would  be  in  fearfial  danger  ot  sharing 
tbe  &te  which  has  happened '  to  all  repnUics 
before  as.  The  process  is  «qr  and  natnrdt 
Law9  are  first  enacted,  which  tren<^  bat  a  little 
on  the  peOTl6*B  Itbortiea— tlieee  are  ssAnd  to 
pass,  ^en  otiier  Uwa  are  eaaetecL  whkb  go 
a  little  fttrther — ^men  begin  to  find  tjiat  power 
is  rallying  to  the  strong  point,  from  which  fa- 
vors at«l]bendly  (Hspensed.  Th^  eeek  those 
fevors,  and  thns  become  gradually  oorruptod. 
The  corruption  whicb  has  b^^n  the  centre, 
flows,  by  degrees,  to  the  extremities  of  the  State, 
fh>m  when(^  by  a  natural  reaction,  it  reflows 
again  to  the  centre,  and  t^ere  settling,  it  gen- 
erates a  tyrant  SHr,  it  is  thus  that  tyranny 
arises — a  Senate  grows  corrupt  like  that  <^Ronie 
— men  become  its  members  who  look  with  a 
deep,  intense  burning  intoest  to  the  poaseswoa 
of  power;  th^  coomitny  is  fbr  power — give 
ns  more  power — we  mat  rank,  and  ribbon*, 
and  tides,  and  exdnrive  ^vileges  1  It  is  nidi 
men  who  bowed  their  knees  to  Fompey,  haOed 
triumphant  Ciesar,  and  tendered  him  the  me^' 
•tre.  It  Is  true  that  CsBsar  grasped  at  it ;  bat 
he  never  oonld  have  clutched  it,  bad  there  beea 
an  upr^ht,  honest  Legislature,  faithiU  to  virtue 
and  to  Rome.  England  has  had  her  Or<»DweD. 
But  why  f  Because  a  despot  had  preriously 
reigned  whom  consinraoy  had*  stricken  down ; 
and  becanse  a  Parliament,  althongh  the  Idol  ef 
the  British  people,  had  become  radiodly  eor- 
nipt,  and,  instead  of  supporting  and  pnrff/ing 
tiie  throne,  had  hnried  it  to  the  ground.  Crom- 
well's hopes  were  tb«i  yonng ;  be  oommaMed 
with  that  lowUness  which  u  ever  the  pcdicy 
of  yonng  ambition,  bnt  soon  he  walked,  1m 
marched,  and,  in  the  end,  seized  npon  stlirmie, 
not  lower  than  that  of  the  Autocrat  of  aD  the 
Rns^.  Never  wonld  he  have  been  crowned 
Protector  had  not  the  Farliamrat  of  England 
been  first  corrupted.  He  reared  the  prot€*tor*l 
tJirone  on  the  necks  of  a  base  and  servile  Par- 
liunent,  who  tamely  brooked  the  ladignity 
which  dastards  deserved.  An  honorable  gen- 
tleman had  alluded  to  the  Constituent  and  Na- 
tional Assembly  of  France.  What  legidative 
bodies  could  have  been  more  eomqit  than  tiiey  f 
If  the  galleries  dictated  the  lav  to  those  bodie^ 
why  was  it?  Becanse  t&^  tbemselTes  had 
usurped  the  power- they  exercised — and  terror 
struck  the  hearts  of  men' who  had  no  home,  no 
country ;  for  where  there  is  no  security  to  the 
dttcen,  there  is  neither  home  nor  country. 
Bonaparte  was  used  to  say  that  it  was  not  he 
who  seized  the  thrones  of  Europe,  bat  it  was 
the  people  of  Europe  who  had  thrown  them- 
selves under  his  feet.  Bnt  the  fears  of  gentle- 
men are  groundless.  Those  who  crowd  the 
lobMesitf  an- American  Le^pBlatnre  <»  tM>  «»• 
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lightened,  too  patriotic,  ever  to  insult  the 
members  of  their  own  Honse  of  Bapresenta- 
tiree.  I«t  the  Hoose  do  its  dntjr,  within  the 
constitution,  and  they  will  find,  thronghoat 
every  portion  of  this  peof^e,  a  spirit  of  the 
deepest  rererenoe  to  sostain  their  rights.  X 
sabmit,  then,  to  this  conrt,  whether  ^ntlemen 
who  have  presented  so  many  hypotbeboal  oases, 
and  indulged  to  many  Tsgae  fears,  have  not 
disqai^ed  themselves  in  vidn.  Borne  of  the 
gentlemen  have  thrown  oat  the  idea  that  prob* 
ably  they  themselves  might  be  the  next  victim 
for  immol^koi;  that  some  rude,  ferooions  bully 
might  aasanlt  them  for  the  remarks  they  bad 
offered  on  the  floor.  If  these  remarks  were 
intended  to  refer  to  me — although  the  gentle* 
men,  no  doabt,  thoo^t  they  were  doing  me 
nothing  more  than  f£eer  jnatice,  yet  I  can  as- 
sure them  that  I  have  not  merited  sn<di  a  re< 

E roach  at  their  hands,  and  I  tliinlc  that  the 
earing  of  this  cause,  imd  the  smnming  np  of 
the  evi^noe  by  my  ooonsel,  may  be  snfBcient 
to  prove  that  sooh  fears  are  groandless.  I  have 
never  thirsted  for  the  blood  of  my  feUow-man. 
I  never  have  been  enuged  in  riote,  or  gnilty  of 
bolting  any  man.  I  nave  never  ihtermpted 
any  offloer  cf  the  Government  in  the  discbarge 
(tf  his  daties.  I  have  never  been  the  advocate 
of  bsllies,  or  the  r^reemt^ve  of  blackgnards. 
i  never  sooght  to  irapire  the  fears  of  any  one  by 
saperior  phydoal  force,  nor  have  I  aver  ass^ed 
any  one  nn{ess  when  deeply  wronged.  I  woQld 
willingly  give  my  life  as  the  gnaianty  for  the 
protection  of  the  members  of  this  Honse.  I 
vonld  be  the  first  to  protect  them,  the  last  to 
insolt  their  feeUngs  or  to  violate  the  eanotoary 
of  th^persMiB.  It  #aB  denned  nsoesaary  to 
imie  a  sonmiary  process  for  my  raprehenrion, 
and  it  was  opemy  maintained  uat  my  oondoot 
most  tiohly  deserved  paniafammt.  I  mbmitted. 
I  made  no  resistance  to  that  prooeas.  I  sab- 
mitted,  and  shall  ever  snhmit  to  the  decisions 
of  this  Hoose.  Yet  it  has  been  deemed  not 
Bnffioimt  to  rely  on  the  oonstatntion,  and  on 
privileges  never  granted  by  the  oonstitntion,  but 
even  thepersonslfeelingsof  members  have  been 
^>pealed  to— the  very  bond  of  sociability  has 
b«en  called  in  aid  of  this  attempt  a^kinst  the 
liber^  of  the  American  oitixen.  If  it  had  been 
detMmined  to  try  me  fw  niy  alkged  oSience, 
vhy  ^ipeid  to  personal  fiieUni^  bat  to  bidaoe 
the  Hoose  to  act  ukder  the  iiifl«AiuM>  of  par- 
tiality, and  aaerifloe  ita  dn^,  the  law,  and  the 
constitution,  to  merely  personal  ocmsiaerations. 

And  what  effect  was  all  this  to  prodnoe  in 
oar  land  i  To  distrain  the  American  citixen 
of  his  liberty — to  prostrate, him  by  power  and 
influence,  unknown  to  the  laws  of  this  ooontry. 

Thus  pnblio  liberty  is  asfuUed,  in  the  person 
of  an  individnal,  and,  in  prostrating  him,  a 
prindple  will  be  destroyed,  which  is  uie  great 
safeguard  of  American  liberty.  Sir,  the  time 
was,  when  the  name  of  Roman  citizen  was 
known  thronghoat  the  world  as  ^e  protection 
of  him  that  bore  it.  Italy  was  then  the  seat  of 
Ubertf ;  thwe  she  shone  like  the  aon  in  hia 
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brightness,  and  her  rays  darted  themselves  to 
the  remotest  ends  of  the  earth.  It  was  a  noble 
example,  and  we  should  do  well  to  prc^t  by  it. 
In  consequence  of  the  deddon  of  gentlemen,  the 
rectitude  of  whose  motives  I  am  fiar  from  ar- 
rugning,  I  am  brought  before  yoa  as  an  ao-^ 
oused  man,  and  blaoea  to  respond  In  my  own 
behalf  before  this  high  tribnnal.  However 
novd  sudt  an  attitude  may  be  to  me,  it  may 
the  better  be  endured,  since  it  Is  a  great  prin- 
ciple that  I  tentend  foe.  It  is  not  my  rights 
alone,  but  the  rights  of  millions  Aat  are  in- 
volved. Ifeed  I  state  this  here  ?  Who  can  be 
so  wise  to  know,  or  who  can  have  the  same  in- 
centives to  preserve  the  just  and*  unalienable 
li^U  of  an  American  citizen,  as  the  high  court 
I  now  address  t  American  dtizenl  It  is  a 
sacred  name  1  Its  sanctity  attaches  itself  alike 
to  his  person,  whether  he  journeys  over  the 
scorching  sands  of  Florida,  or  wanders  in  the 
deepest  forests  of  our  Northern  frontier; 
throughout  the  repnblio,  or  in  his  native  State ; 
in  the  bos(Hn  of  dviliaBtaai,  or  in  the  wlldov 
ness  of  aav^^  life ;  still  he  is  an  American  dti- 
zen.  I  do  not  Baspecfc  the  motives  of  gentle- 
men ;  IshouIdnotdeeervejostioeatthnrhuidB 
if  I  ooold ;  I  am  very  sure  they  will  feel  tiiem- 
selves  elevated  &r  above  the  influence  of  every 
sinister  conrideratlon.  So  believing,  it  will  give 
me  pleasure  to  endure  their  will ;  and  I  shoold 
be  proud  to  be  even  their  victim,  rather  than 
admit  the  belief  that  they  can  be  actuated  by 
any  t>ase  or  unworthy  motive.  I  might  refer 
to  other  matters  whioh  are  on  my  mind,  and 
which  press  for  utterance.  But  I  shall  indulge 
in  no  feelings  <m  an  oooa^cni  like  the  present. 
And  should  any  nngoarded  expveasion  have 
fallen  from  me,  I  can  assure  gentlemen  it  has 
fidlen  without  design.  The  members  of  this 
court  must  be  aware  that  many  individuals  have 
calculated  on  the  <^portnnity  of  humiliating 
me,  ooald  thar  measures  be  BAuotioned  by  the 
public.  But  I  feel  proudly  ocmfldeBt  that  iioQt- 
ing  which  trenohee  on  the  right  that  every  man 
born  in  this  land  possesses,  to  a  Mr  and  open 
trial,  ean  ever  be  sanctioned  by  the  people.  I 
have  had  the  misfortune  to  see  a  witness  brought 
here  in  behalf  of  the  accused,  insulted  upon  the 
stand— insulted,  where  he  was  entitled  to  ex- 
pect protectioD  from  Uiis  House.  I  have  far- 
ther seen  the  coonsel  who  oondneted  my  defence 
treated  with  penonal  disrespect.  A  gentle- 
man whose  Uttut  and  amiable  manners  should 
at  least  have  ahfelded  htm  ftom  every  thing 
likerodenesB  orin^^raty.  A^ttoman whose 
intelligence  raises  bun  to  a  distiogoished  emi^ 
nmoe  m  society,  and  the  fruits  of  whose  genius 
will  be  a  proud  legacy  to  posterity.  He  was 
Kititled,  as  it  seems  to  me,  espedimy  when  en- 
gaged in  behalf  of  an  accused  man,  to  reapectfol 
consideration  and  gentlemanly  treatment  How 
£ur  tb»  coarse  pursued  towards  him  was  of  this 
description,  I  leave  it  for  the  conrt  to  decide. 
But  this  was  not  the  only  remarkable  thing  in 
the  course  <ii  the  present  trial  In  a  conrt  o( 
jnatioe^  I  had  ever  Men  tani^t  to  bdiere  that 
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the  person  of  on  individual  acoosed,  whatever 
might  have  been  his  alleged  offence,  was  held 
to  be  under  protection ;  that  he  was  shielded 
by  the  dignity  and  authority  of  the  tribunal  from 
obloquy  and  abuse,  and  protected  from  all  vio- 
lence, whether  by  speech  or  action.  It  is  ad- 
mitteid  that  counsel  may  animadvert  with  ae- 
verity  upon  his  conduct,  and  enlai^  upon  his 
guilt  But  there  is  a  decorum  which  usnally 
govemg  the  style  of  a  prosecutor,  howev^  so 
much  heated  he  may  be  by  his  ftiMeot.  The 
power  of  publio  <qiimon,  if  nothing  else,  U  ea&' 
dent  to  restrain  him,  and  to  correct  all  impro- 
priety of  language.  He  has  reason  to  fear  the 
correedon  of  an  indignant  people,  whatever  he 
Is  tempted  to  heap  insult  upon  those  in  bonds. 
But  wnile  standing  at  this  bar,  have  I  not  been 
branded  with  the  epithet  of  assassin?  And 
have  I  not  brooked  it?  Will  the  annals  of 
Judicial  proceeding  exhibit  another  instance 
where  such  laugna^  has  been  permitted  to  be 
applied  to  an  iotUvidual  in  custody  f  Yet,  be- 
fore the  eyes  of  this  assembly,  and  in  the  eyes 
of  this  whole  nation,  have  I  been  txadoced  by 
the  epithet  of  assassin.  Sir,  I  trust  that  I  need 
not  disclaim  the  crime  Imputed  in  that  word. 
I  bore  no  dagger  when  I  met  my  accuser  t 
When  that  term  was  applied  to  me,  in  this 
place,  and  on  this  occasion,  I  do  confbas  that  I 
felt  my  spirit  chafe,  and  feelkigs  indignant.  But 
•0  &r  as  the  muscles  of  my  countenance  were 
e^>able  of  suppressing  every  indicati<m  of  such 
a  feeling,  I  did  suppress  it.  Yet  I  could  not 
but  ttunk  of  the  eloquent  and  impressive  rebuke 
administered  to  the  high  priest  of  the  Jews  by 
the  Apostle  Paul,  when  he  stood  in  bonds  be- 
fore him,  and  the  high  priest  ordered  him  to  be 
araote  upon  the  monui.  "  God  shall  nnite  thee, 
then  wnited  walL  for  idttest  tiioa  to  Jndge  me 
aooordiag  to  the  law,  and  oommandest  me  to 
be  smitten  ccmtnuy  to  the  law  t "  "Whai  I 
was  on  my  trial  at  tMs  bar,  I  waa  under  the 
protection  of  this  august  tribunal.  I  had  by 
my  deportment  here  provoked  no  Indignity,  As 
an  American  citizen,  I  bad  a  oMm  to  tbat  im- 
punity from  insult  which  is  acoorded  to  the 
verieet  victim  of  malice.  Yet  I  was  stigmatized 
an  an  assassin,  and  I  brooked  it,  uttering  no  re- 
proach in  reply.  I  hoped  it  might  be  a  propi- 
tiation of  the  offence,  if  I  had  committed  any 
against  the  privileges  of  the  American  people. 

As  for  the  feelings  which  prompted  my  ao- 
ooser,  who  made  use  of  the  term,  however 
warranted  he  may  have  supposed  himself  in 
applying  it  to  me,  I  can  refer  him  to  the  tune, 
KM.  I  do  it  with  pride,  tiiough  not  in  the  spirit  of 
Taunting,  when  it  was  my  destiny,  and  I  felt 
it,  I  confess,  a  h^h  and  honorable  destiny,  to 
be  the  representative  on  this  floor  oi  American 
freemen. 

Did  the  gentleman  at  that  time  see  any  thing 
in  my  deportment  which  would  warnmt  his 
treating  me  as  he  has  done  t  And  I  thiok  it 
must  be  accorded  to  me,  that  when,  since  that 
time,  I  have  been  accidentally  present  here,  my 
oeportanent  has  been  ever  respeotftil.  It  has 
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never  been  my  habit  to  retain  sad  gn% 
malignant  feelings ;  nor  shoold  I  have  nm 
occasion  fbr  the  present  proceedings,  bad  I  not 
been  accused,  denounced,  and  Insulted  opcai 
this  floor.  X  do  not  justify  my  course.  I  hsre 
been  held  accoimtable,  and  I  have  accoimted 
for  it.  But  I  trust  this  is  not  to  be  made  i 
precedent  for  others.  If,  in  what  I  I 
unned  against  this  honorable  House,  I  ¥ii 
nnoonscions  of  the  fact.  The  an  eziated 
not  bi  my  intention ;  it  bad  no  pkoe  m  aj 
heart.  If  others  now  enjoying  the  m^statioo 
I  once  possessed,  think  it  Moooung  to  a- 
aH  me  with  contempt,  ridicule,  snd  vitnpen- 
tion,  I  trust  I  have  the  fortitude  to  eadue  h. 
X  cannot  forget  that  while  X  have  my  privilege^ 
others  have  their  privileges  also,  and  must  u- 
count  for  their  improper  exercise. 

I  may  have  erred  when  proceeding  m  tbe 
principle  of  other  analogotu  cases.  I  objectid 
to  the  Judgment  of  a  prqjndiced  and  commhud 
Judge.  If  I  had  made  an  assassin-like  atud 
np<m  tbe  reputation  of  an  aoonsed  man,  I  wonld 
at  least  have  held  myself  aloof  from  the  task  of 
pronoondng  Judgment  upon  him.  fir,  I M 
tb^  I  never  eonll  have  done  it.  Oonld  I  hm 
been  guilty  of  such  an  act?  Otmld  I  bo  far  hire 
lost  sight  of  every  hi^  olject,  of  every  noUe 
purpose,  of  every  sacred  trust,  t  should  haie  in- 
curred a  doom  so  d^aded^  that  imagbution  it- 
self would  fail  in  the  pursuit  of  my  deotinj,  ud 
fan^  would  become  weary  in  the  puisait  of  1 
prodtless  Journey.  X  should  have  sonkennv- 
self  BO  low,  that  Archimedes  himself,  wiUi  ill 
the  fanded  power  of  bis  levers,  though  enqilof- 
ed  at  the  task  for  a  thousand  years,  could  nenr 
have  exalted  such  a  spirit  to  the  rank  sod  d^ 
cnmstanoes  ot  hcmoraUe  men.  Wbatev^  ^ 
thets  it  may  have  {leased  gentlonen  to  m,l 
aoqnit  them  of  reproach.  rhaTe  no  ^iflMU  to 
return.  I  will  not  oh^sh  for  a  momot  n 
unkind  feeling— no,  not  for  "  the  unMndcet  nt 
ofalL" 

8ir,  even  if  iqjnry  has  been  done  to  tiie  priri- 
leges  of  this  House,  which  I  dei^,  does  it  not 
become  the  House  to  consider  wn«her,  m  off- 
recting  one  wrong,  another  may  not  spring  up 
of  far  n^ter  ana  overshadowing  magnitude! 
In  the  discuasion  which  preceded  my  arrest, 
character  was  gratuitously  and  wantonly  *»■ 
suled.  It  was  suggested,  as  an  argoment  for 
the  arrest,  that  I  had  probably  fled  like  a  rnSu, 
a  renegade,  and  a  blackguard;  andthstounnU* 
might  M  ca  vast  importance. 

To  these  gentiemen,  who  could  advance  eata 
an  opinion,  I  say  th^  tliey  knew  Httie  aboat  at 
I  never  avoided  responsibility.  I  have 
some  little  in  the  protection  of  American  citi- 
zens, and  if  I,  myseu  an  American  citizen,  lu^ 
perilled  life  and  bjood  to  protect  the  hearths  of 
my  fellow-citizena,  they  littie  know  me  vlii> 
would  imagine  thM  I  would  flee  from  the  ctiarin 
of  crime  that  waa  imputed  to  -me.  At  w 
events-  they  will  leara  that  for  once  I  hare  not 
proved  recreant.  I  have  not  eschewed  wepw- 
ribilit^-^  have       aongfat  reftiga  in 
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Kever  t  never  t  shall  that  brand  attach  itself  to 
my  name.  Would  it  not  have  been  strange 
that  I  sbonld  seek  to  dishonor  my  ooont^ 
through  her  representatives,  when  I  have  ever 
been  found  ready,  at  her  cul,  to  do  and  soffer 
in  her  service  J  Yes.  And  I.  trust  Uiat  while 
living  npon  this  earth.  I  shall  ever  be  found  ready, 
at  her  call,  to  vindicate  the  wrongs  inflicted 
vvon  her  in  oollective  capacity,  or  upon  her 
dtiEens  in  thdr  personal  ri^to,  and  to  resent 
my  own  personal  wrongs.  Whatever  gentle- 
men may  have  imagined,  so  long  as  that  prond 
emblem  of  my  country's  liberties,  with  its  stripes 
and  its  stars,  ^intios  to  the  American  flag 
over  the  portrait  of  L^^ette,)  shall  wave  in 
thia  Hall  of  American  legislators,  bo  long  ^all 
it  cast  its  sacred  protection  over  the  personal 
rights  of  every  American  citizen.  Sir,  when 
you  shall  have  destroyed  the  pride  of  American 
character,  you  will  have  destroyed  the  brightest 
jewel  that  Heaven  ever  made.  Tou  will  have 
druned  the  purest  iad  the  holiest  drop  which 
visits  the  heart  (tf  your  sages  in  oonndl,  and 
your  hflioes  in  the  field.  Yon  will  have  an- 
nilulated  Oie  principle  that  moat  aoBtain  that 
emblem  ot  the  nation's  glory,  and  elevate  that 
emblem  above  your  own  exalted  seat.  These 
massy  columns,  with  yonder  lofty  dome,  shall 
sink  into  one  crumbling  ruin.  Yes,  six,  though 
oorruption  may  have  done  something,  u^lnzuiy 
may  nave  added  her  seductive  powers  in  en- 
dangering the  perpetuity  of  onr  nation's  ihir 
fame,  it  is  these  privileges  which  still  induce 
every  American  citizen  to  cling  to  the  institu- 
tions of  his  comitry,  and  to  lo<w  to  the  assem- 
bled representatives  of  his  native  land  as  tiieir 
best  ana  only  safeguard. 

But,  sir,  80  long  as  that  flag  shall  bear  aloft 
its  glittering  stara— bearing  uiem  amidst  the 
din  of  b^tle,  and  waving  them  binmphantly 
above  the  sttmna  of  tiie  ocean,  ao  long,  I  trust, 
shall  tiie  rights  of  American  oitizau  be  pre- 
served safe  and  unimpaired,  and  transmitted  as 
a  sacred  legacy  from  one  graeration  to  another, 
till  discord  shall  wreck  the  spheres — the  grand 
march  of  time  shall  cease — and  not  one  frag- 
ment of  all  creation  be  left  to  obafb  on  the 
bosom  of  eternity's  waves. 
When  Ur.  Houston  had  concluded, 
Hr.  Habpbb,  of  New  Hampahire,  submitted 
tlte  following  resolution : 

Jtetolved,  That  Samuel  Houston,  now  in  custody 
of  the  Sergeant-at-Arma,  should  be  fbrthwith  dis- 
charged. 

Mr.  Hcbunotos  rose  to  offer  an  amendment, 
that  all  after  the  word  Beeolved  be  stricken 
out,  and  the  following  insoted : 

"That  Sunuel  Houaton  has  been  guilty  of  a  con- 
tempt and  violation  of  the  privileges  of  thisHouse. 

ICr.  HmnraoTON  n^portod  bis  leaoltitiim  by 
an  able  argnmeot 


TuxsDAT,  May  8. 
Cote  <if  Samiul  Sbittton. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
case  of  Samuel  Houston ;  the  question  being  on 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Hdhtingtok  tc 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Hi^BB,  (viz.,  dedaring 
Samnel  Houston  guilty  of  a  contempt  and 
breach  of  the  pri^SwA  of  the  House.) 

Mr.  £u«woBTB,  of  Gcnmecticnt,  sua :  It  bad 
been  said  that  this  was  a  question  touohiog  the 
rights  of  an  American  citizen ;  and  gentlemen 
h^  even  oalled  npon  the  House,  as  though  the 
individual  at  the  bar  was  a  Roman  citizen. 
He  is,  said  Mr,  £.,  an  American  citizen,  and  I 
am  prepared  and  disposed  to  seoore  to  oim  all 
the  rights  which  pertain  to  that  character,  and 
they  are  i>eyond  what  any  Roman  eigoyed ;  but 
it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  tiiis  is  a  ques- 
tion that  involves  the  rights,  not  only  of  the 
accused,  but  of  ever?  citizen  in  the  Union ;  and 
if  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  gentieman 
f^m  Tenneasee  Qb.  Foix)  be  coi»ot,  it  is  a 
qnestion  deeply  oonnected  with  all  the  ri^ts 
of  freonen,  andof  free  and  indqiendent  debate 
in  this  House.  The  foots  of  the  ease  are  few 
and  simple — I  will  not  recapitulate  them.  That 
the  accnaed  has  assailed  a  member  of  this  House^ 
ia  not  denied ;  and  that  he  has  inflicted  upim 
him  an  outrage,  which  threatened  not  only  his 
safety,  bat  his  life,  has  been  sufficientiy  estab- 
lished. The  only  question  is,  whether  this 
battery  was  perpetrated  for  the  cause  stated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  in  his  letter  to  the 
Spe&er.  This  embraces  the  whole  of  the  case. 
If  the  injury  was  not  inflicted  for  that  cause, 
then  we  have  no  juriBdiotion  of  the  matter ;  but 
if  it  was,  &m  I  repe^^  that  tibe  case  involvee  a 
question  of  the  deepest  moment. 

I  shall  not  recapitalate  the  evidence  of  the 
fiut  that  the  assault  was  made  for  words  spoken 
in  this  House.  The  evidence  is  fr^  id  the 
reooUeotion  of  gentlemen,  and  to  me  is  satisfac- 
tory and  convincing.  The  letter  of  the  accused 
expressly  declares  uiat  this  was  the  cause.  The 
assertion  made  by  him  in  this  House,  "  that  he 
would  right  the  wrong  where  it  was' done,"  ia 
to  the  same  effect,  as  is  likewise  his  whole  con- 
dact  and  the  course  of  Ms  defence.  But,  sir,  if 
we  were  to  decide  that  the  assault  was  made 
for  the  publication  in  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer, and  not  for  speaking  the  words,  I  am  far 
from  agreeing  that  this  would  alter  the  oaae. 
It  is  very  true  that  in  England  a  member  ean- 
not  plead  his  privilege  f<w  DnbliBhinghi8q>eech 
delivered  in  Parliamoit.  There  it  la  a  breaob 
of  the  standing  rules  of  the  Parliament  for  a 
member  or  other  person  to  publish  a  speech  so 
delivered,  but  here  it  is  not  only  permitted,  but 
expected  and  called  for ;  snob  is  the  genius  of 
our  Government  and  the  spirit  of  our  institu- 
tions. I  am  not  ready  to  follow  the  Ea^ish  courts 
in  tiiis  particular,  nor  is  it  necessary  now  to 
decide  the  question,  for  in  my  view  the  pabUca- 
tion  was  not  the  cause  of  the  assault. 
The  teamed  counsel  for  the  aooused,  as  well 
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98  the  learned  and  distinguished  gentleman  who 
has  jaat  taken  his  seat  Polk,}  have  en- 
deavored to  maintiUn  that  this  Honse  has  no 
right  to  ponish  an  assaalt  committed  on  a  mem- 
bet  for  what  he  may  have  said  in  debate  on  this 
floor,  and  the  proposition  would  not  be  varied 
ahoDid  I  fl^r  for  Oie  discharge  of  hia  dntv  Id  this 
Honse,  for  a  member  who  speaks  in  this  Hall 
rises  to  speak  under  all  the  obligalions  of  his 
high  official  trnst;  whiUi  he  says,  he  si^a  in 
the  discbarge  of  his  duty,  and  is  the  sole  jn^^ 
both  oi  the  propriety  what  he  shall  say,  and 
when  he  shall  say  it,  being,  however,  amenable 
in  both  respects  to  tne  judgment  of  this  House. 
The  qnestion  then  to  be  settled  is,  whether  the 
Honse  has  a  right,  under  the  constitution,  to 
take  oogoizanoe  of  an  assaalt  committed  by 
third  parties,  ont  of  doors,  on  a  member  who 
rises  here,  and  in  his  place,  and  under  his  official 
respondbilities,  utters  his  sentiments,  as  in  his 
winion  da^  denumds.  The  gentleman  firom 
iWieflsee  Q£i.  Pole)  says  that  he  has  looked 
into  the  oonstatiiti(«i,  and  finds  there  no  each 
power,  and  has  ^ent  hours  to  show  that  it  does 
not  exist  8ir,  if  I  do  not  find  it  there,  I  agree  to 
vote  with  him ;  and  if  I  do  find  it,  and  §£ow  it 
to  him,  then  I  ask  that  he  will  vote  with  me. 
I  shall  not  go  beyond  the  letter  of  the  constitu- 
tion— have  no  need  to  go  beyond  it 

Hr.  Dbattok,  of  ^nth  Oarolina,  said :  The 
charge  whidi  has  been  preferred  sgtdnst  the 
accused  is  that  of  having  assaulted  a  member 
ftom  Ohio  for  words  spoken  by  him  in  debate 
apon  this  floor.  If  the  aocused  has  committed 
thia  act,  he  la,  in  my  Judgment,  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  one  <n  the  privileges  of  a  npresenta- 
tive,  tor  which  this  Honse  ought  to  punuh 
,  him.  I  shall  not  resort  to  argument  or  prece- 
dents to  eustidn  this  position,  oecanse  I  r^^ard 
it  to  be  nnquestionable  that  all  le^slative  and 
Jndioial  bodies  have  the  right  to  protect  them- 
selv^  while  ezercisiug  the  fhnctioDs  which  are 
devolved  a^n  them.  "Were  they  destitute  of 
it,  their  legitimate  proceedings  might  be  inter- 
rupted, and  even  the  great  objects  for  which 
they  are  constituted  be  prevented  &om  being 
carried  into  execution.  This  right  does  not 
belong  to  the  members  of  this  House,  as  individ- 
uals, but  as  representatives  of  the  people. 
by  foroe  or  menaoee,  a  member  is  oostmcted  in 
the  performanoe  of  his  approi»4ate  duties,  or  if 
he  M  aasaalted  fbr  what  he  has  done  in  the  per- 
formance them,  the  rights  of  the  people  are 
invaded,  In  the  person  of  the  member  who,  in 
bis  representa^ve  capacity,  is  identified  wiUi 
the  people  whom  he  repreeonts.  Were  the  fed- 
eral compact  diesolvea.  and  were  we  ritting 
here  as  a  convention,  without  a  oonstitntion  or 
laws,  could  any  one  doubt  that  we  had  the  right 
to  protect  ourselves  from  thretUs  or  violence ; 
or,  in  other  words,  that  we  pcwseseed  the  right 
of  exercising  the  means  wfaioi  should  be  neces- 
sary to  enable  ns  to  accomplish  the  objects  for 
which  we  had  been  delwated  by  the  people ! 
Such  are  the  views  which  Itake  of  the  pnvileges 
of  a  representative;  but  these  priTU^ges  are 


vested  in  him,  solely  that  he  may  &ithfliUy  and 
fearlessly  perform  his  representative  dnties; 
they  do  not  attach  to  him  when  he  is  not  in 
the  performanoe  of  them.  If  a  member  luea 
expreenons  in  debate^  however  ii^nrious  Qaj 
nuT  be  to  the  rcfpntatiom  ct  anothw,  he  cannot 
be  MoountaUe  fbr  them  to  mdj  paa(»| 
but  i^  tor  Hie  rc^MtifiMi  cf  the  aama  «ipK»- 
Aom  to  a  crowd  in  the  streeta,  tor  the  piib> 
licat^on  of  them  by  himself  in  the  nev8pmier& 
be  ahoold  be  aaaaolted,  he  would  thm  Aaad 
upon  the  same  footing  with  his  oonstitnoit^ 
and  can  only  appeal  to  the  laws  for  redreea. 
To  execute  his  duties  in  this  House,  it  is  not 
requisite  thai  a  member  should  nther  repeat  his 
speeches  elsewhere,  or  that  he  fdiould  pubKsh 
them — he  is  not  precluded  from  the  repetititm 
or  the  publication  of  his  speeches ;  but  i^  &r 
either  of  these  acts,  he  should  suffer  from  per- 
sonal violence,  tliis  House  would  have  no  jotis- 
dicti<«  over  the  o&nder,  beoaoae  the  xanraoit- 
ative  had  not  beoi  oflMfled  fbr  what  bo  bM  Mid 
or  d<me  upon  this  floor.  Should  a  rqircaenta- 
tive  be  aaaantted  for  what  he  had  utterad  in  de> 
bate,  in  consequence  of  hia  speech  being  re- 
peated or  publiahed  by  a  third  person,  the  a»- 
siulant  would  be  guilty  of  a  breach  oS  the  {wivi- 
leges  of  this  body,  because  the  represoitative 
^ot  having  partidpated  in  Hum  aot^  rttaiu^  m- 
diminished,  his  privilege  ot  freedom  oi  wgMtk 
in  debate. 

It  has  been  insisted  upon,  that  the  breach  cd 
privil^e  now  oomplained  <tf  is  a  violatiui 
that  part  (tf  tiie  oonsdtutaon  which  soya,  "  that 
for  any  speech  or  debate  in  this  Honse  uye 
reaenlativa  dull  not  beqneslioned  in  an- other 
place."  Admitting  the  coDstmctlon  of  tLeooD- 
stitution  by  these  gentlemen  to  be  correct  I 
should  reply  to  them,  that  the  rrnirnnnnlaHiri 
from  Ohio  had  been  aasuled  for  the  publication 
of  his  speech  in  the  paper,  and  not  tar  havinf 
delivered  it  on  this  floor.  But,  in  my  ^»*- 
hension,  the  words  quoted  from  the  oonstitu- 
tion  are  not  wplicable  to  the  subject  whieh  is 
now  presented  to  us.  The  entire  paragn^ifa  in 
the  constitution,  an  eztraot  bom  which  was 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Gonnecdeat,  is 
this :  "  They  (that  is,  Senators  and  Bepreaent* 
atives)  shall,  in  all  oases,  exoi{>ttreaBCHi,ftl(»y, 
and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privilegeii  from 
arrest  during  thdr  attendanee  at  sessloD  «f 
their  respective  HouaeS}  and  in  gmng  to  or  re> 
turning  from  the  same ;  and  for  any  meedk  er 
debate  in  eiUier  House  they  shall  not  be  qiiee* 
tioned  in  any  other  place."  Bythisparag^ih, 
obtain  privueges  are  granted  to  a  repreeoita- 
tive,  in  order  uiat  he  may  not  be  intetmpted 
or  controlled  in  the  performance  of  hia  Ic^id*- 
tive  duties.  To  e£fect  these  ol^ects,  he  cannot 
be  detuned  by  legal  prooess,  unless  chariged 
with  treason,  felony,  or  breach  oi  the  pence, 
and  cannot  be  bronght  before  a  ooort  tor  any 
words  spoken  l^^  him  in  debate,  althoiu^  the 
words  might  be  su^di  as  would,  but  ror  his 
privily  render  him  liable  to  an  action  for 
de&m^on.  The  constitution  did  i\ot  intend 
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to  protect  a  represcaatoliTe  from  tlie  asssTilt  of 
an  in^Tidnal,  because  he  oannot  legally  be  as- 
Baaltedj  and  becaoee,  if  he  be  assaulted  the 
laws  afford  to  him  the  same  remedy  aa  thej  do 
to  every  oitizea ;  but  unlesa  shielded  by  his 
privilege,  arepresentativeoonld  have  no  remedy 
where  he  had  been  legally  arrested  or  saed. 
It  if  obvious,  then,  that  the  provision  of  the 
oonstitation  vhloh  has  been  relied  npon.  is  in- 
tended to  protect  members  of  Oongress  m  cer- 
tain cases,  in  which,  bat  for  that  provision,  they 
oonld  not  legally  be  protected;  not  to  grant 
protection  to  them  in.  oases  in  which  they  are 
protected  by  the  laws  of  the  land. 
The  Hoase  a^oomed. 


WxiimaDAT,  Hay  9. 
Cat6  o/  Samuel  Sovston. 

The  Honse  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  of  Hr.  Habfkb,  together  with  Mr, 
HmrrmoTON's  amendment,  the  one  proposing 
that  Samnel  Houston  be  released  from  custody - 
the  other,  that  he  is  gnilty  of  a  contempt  and 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Drattoit  offered  an  amendment  to  Hr. 
Hdmtihqtoh's  amendment,  going  to  declare 
that,  as  Samnd  Houston  bad  not  been  proved 
to  bava  oiHnmitted  the  assault  tor  words  spoken 
in  debate,  he  be  released  from  custody, 

Hr.  Domnmoa  requested  Mr.  DutrtHr  to 
withdraw  hia  amendment ;  and 

Hr.  Dbatton  withdrew  it  for  the  present 

Hr.  DoDOBtDOB  sud  :  Mr.  Soever,  I  am  sensi- 
ble of  the  time  misspent  in  the  present  investi- 

fation,  and  of  the  importance  of  that  time, 
•ut  I  am  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  prin- 
ciples involved  in  the  decision  we  are  about  to 
make.  We  are  abont  to  defend,  or  surrender, 
tiie  privilege^  the  rights,  and  even  the  liberties 
of  our  constituents.  These,  and  all  that  is 
dear  to  them,  are  at  stake.  In  deciding  on  the 
present  qnemon,  tiiia  Hooae  will  uphold  the 
prin<nple8  of  onr  flree  Qovemment,  or  permit  its 
very  fonn^don  to  be  razed.  For  no  one  can 
believe  thkt  the  representative  principle  can  be 
maintained  when  freedom  of  debate  shall  cease : 
without  this,  representation  would  be  a  vain 
thing.  Whenever  it  ahall  happen  that  the  rep- 
resentative of  the  people  is  restrained,  by  con- 
siderations of  personal  danger,  from  defending 
the  rights  and  interests  of  wose  he  represents, 
then  representation  ceases  to  exist  but  in  name, 
and  t^e  Qovernment,  by  whatever  name  it  may 
be  called,  becomes  arbitrary.  There  has  been 
(me  common  effort  here,  and  out  of  doors,  to 
arraign  this  Honse  for  attempting  to  secure  to 
its  members  ezoliuiTe  privileges ;  the  question 
has  eru  been  debated  as  if  the  privileges  of  the 
members  of  this  Honse  alone,  and  not  those  of 
the  whole  body  of  the  people,  were  involved. 
This  effort  may  he  aviulable  to  divert  public 
opinion,  for  a  while,  fimm  the  true  quration ; 
bnt,  rely  on  it,  that  attentio%will  soon  be  re- 
called. 

Vou  XL— 43 


£B.  or  R. 

t  have  often  reflected  on  a  remark  of  a  coun- 
tryman of  mine  made  in  grave  debate,  sharpened 
by  party  feeling  like  the  present;  a  remark 
which  then  struck  me  as  more  of  a  rhetorical 
eSbrt  than  as  a  political  truism.  It  was  this : 
"  That  in  all  time,  and  in  every  nation,  a  great 
portion  of  the  public  mind  is  natnrally  inclined 
to  monarchy ;  and  that  this  its  natural  tendency 
should  be  vigilantly  guarded  against  by  the 
friends  of  onr  free  iiutittltions."  The  gentie- 
man  to  whom  I  allude  was  considered  the  Gnst 
debater  in  Virginia,  if  not  in  the  'Union :  and 
thoogh  possessed  of  great  warmth  and  of  much 
deoinott,  as  a  party  polltidan,  his  general  ob- 
servations were  always  entitied  to  serious  oon- 
rideration.  He  iliA  not  mean  that  this  natural 
tendency  of  our  weak  nature  was  to  monarchy 
by  name,  bnt  to  arbitrary  power,  in  the  person 
of  some  one  in  whom  we  place  an  unlimited, 
and,  therefore,  a  dangerous  confidence.  In  free 
Governments,  this  fatal  tendency  first  manifests 
itself  in  an  impatience  nnder  tiie  operation  of 
those  checks  votch  are  the  very  essence  of^  and 
withont  which  free  Government  never  did  or 
can  exist ;  and  I  Year  we  have  arrived  at  a 
period  when  we  can  no  longer  shut  our  eyes  to 
this  impatience. 

It  was  venr  happily  sud  by  the  gentieman 
from  Massachnaetts,  Qb.  Adams,)  the  other 
day,  that  this  is  a  GK>Temm«it  of  co-operation 
and  of  checks.  More  of  political  trath  oonld 
not  well  be  expressed  in  rawer  words.  That, 
at  least,  is  its  theory,  fmd,  in  general,  has  been 
its  practice.  The  departments  of  Government 
-are  theoretically  three;  legislative,  executive, 
and  Judiciary.  These,  to  be  separate  and  co- 
ordinate, must  be  independent  of  each  other ; 
each  must  operate  as  a  check  on  the  others ; 
to  effect  which  salntary  end,  each  must  be  sus- 
tained by  t^e  others.  Thus  the  judiciary,  in 
Madison's  time,  was  snstidned  by  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  Union,  agfunst  an  organized,  legal- 
ized, and  armed  opposition  to  its  anthori^  in 
Pennsylvania.  Even  in  the  time  of  Waahmg- 
ton,  it  was  snstained  in  the  same  State  against 
an  armed  fiu^oos  oppodtion. 

The  case  to  which  I  allude,  of  a  legalized 
armed  oppontion  to  the  judicial  authority  in 
Fennsylvfuda  during  Mr.  Madison's  Administra- 
tion, deserves  a  more  particnlar  notice,  as  the 
exact  parallel  to  that  opposition  now  exists  in 
the  South.  The  case  was  this :  A  controversy 
arose  in  the  admiralty  court  of  Pennsylvania, 
during  the  revolutionary  war,  between  the 
commander  of  a  Pennsylvania  Government  brig 
and  one  Olmstead,  owner  of  a  Coimectioat  priva- 
teer, in  which  each  dimmed  a  certain  captured 
vessel.  Judge  Ross,  the  Pennsylvania  admiral^ 
judge,  determined  m  favor  of  Josiah,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Pennsylvania  brig,  and  his  crew. 
Olmstead  appealed  to  the  continental  court  of 
appeals  in  admiralty  eases,  which  was  no  other 
than  a  committee  of  seven  members  of  the  con- 
tinental Oongress.  That  court  reversed  the  de- 
cree of  the  State  ooort  and  ordered  the  ca^ 
tared  Tanel  to  be  sold  for  ihe  benefit  of  Olm- 
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•tead  and  crew ;  but,  in  ootuideration  of  the 
state  of  the  conntr/,  refasing  to  grant  process 
to  enforce  their  reversing  decree.  AH  the 
ooort  concurred,  except  the  honorable  Thomas 
Hc^eao,  the  president  of  the  conrt,  who  was 
among  the  first  jurists  of  the  age,  and  who  after- 
irvds  became  chief  justice,  and  finally  Govern* 
or  of  Fenosylvania.  The  admiralty  jadge, 
whose  decree  had  thns  been  reversed,  never- 
tbeleaa  proceeded  to  ezeonte  it;  selling  the 
prize,  and  distributing  their  shares  of  the  prize 
money  to  Jenah  and  erew,  and  paying  to  the 
celebrated  David  mttrabooae,  treasurer  of 
Fenn^lvania,  the  prop(Hrtion  to  which  that 
Stote  was  entitled  by  itslaws.  The  sum  sop^d 
was  vested  in  pnblio  seonrities,  and  after  his 
death  came  to  the  poaaesaion  of  his  dan^ters, 
who  -were  his  ezecatrixes.  The  sabject  of  this 
salt  was  broQght,  in  a  civil  action,  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  errors  and  appeals  of  Penn- 
sylvania, under  the  former  judicial  system  of 
uiat  State.  Here  again  Mr.  UoKean  presided 
as  chief  justice.  'Diis  court  concurred  with 
the  continental  court  of  appeals,  and,  like  them, 
were  unaoimona,  with  theezoeption  of  the 
president. 

Soon  after  the  adt^Uon  of  the  jvesent  federal 
oonstitation,  it  was  decided  that  the  present 
district  courts  of  the  TToited  States  were  the 
^per  tribuutls  for  carrying  into  efi^ect  the  un- 
executed seutenoes  and  decrees  of  the  late  con- 
tinental ooart  of  appeals.  Ohnstead,  hereupon, 
filed  his  bill  before  Peters,  district  judge  in 
PeDDJsylvania,  who  rendered  a  decree,  but  de- 
dined  enforcing  it  ontil  the  case  was  brought 
before  the  Supreme  Oourt,  and  there  finsdly 
decided  in  favor  of  Olmstead,  against  Uie 
daughters  of  Bittenhouse.  Meanwhile,  Mr. 
McKean  l>ecame  Governor,  and,  on  a  message 
from  him,  the  Assembly  of  Foui^lvania  passed 
a  law,  authoridng  the  Ezecntive  of  that  State 
to  call  oat  a  saffldent  armed  force  to  reeiat  the 
marshal  in  the  execution  of  any  process  from 
the  foAenX  courts  to  enforce  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Oourt  The  ground  taken  by  Chief 
Justice  McKean  was,  that  Pennsylvania  was  a 

diy,  deriving  a  right  to  the  money  in  the 
ds  of  the  treasurer  by  the  judgment  of  her 
ow^  court,  which  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  had  no  jurisdiction  to  review  or  reverse. 

Here,  then,  was  a  case,  in  which  a  State 
claimed  to  be  a  party ;  claimed  the  subject  un- 
der the  judgment  of  her  own  oourt ;  viewed  the 
Jnrisdioti(m  of  her  oourt  as  final  and  oondusive ; 
and  oontended  that  the  federal  oourta  exwoiaed 
bat  a  oflorped  antliority— -a  case  in  which  the 
Executive  of  the  State  had  recommended  the 
passage  of  a  law,  and  had  approved  and  signed 
it  when  paraed,  authoriziDg  an  armed  opposi- 
tion to  the  process  of  the  fedoral  judiciary.  Be- 
fore the  oocaaiou  happened,  on  which  this  law 
was  to  operate,  Simon  Snyder  became  Govern- 
or. Daring  his  administration,  a  law  paaaed, 
requiring  him  to  correapond  with  the  President 
of  the  United  Statra,  to  procure  some  arrange- 
ment by  whieh  the  ezecotion  of  the  sei^uoe  of 


{Mar,  isas. 

the  Supreme  Court  could  be  prevented,  until 
the  couatitntion  ooold  be  ao  amended  as  to  es- 
tablish some  separate,  independent^  and  impar- 
tial tribunal,  to  decide  controverted  qnestioDs 
of  power  and  jurisdiction  between  the  Fedml 
and  State  Governments.  That  State  then  pro- 
posed to  the  States  an  amendment  to  the  feder- 
al constitution  for  the  establidimeDt  of  soch  a 
tribunal  Govouor  Soyder,  in  porsoanoe  of 
the  State  law,  wrote  to  President  Madiam  for 
his  concurrence  in  some  measure  to  ixiMj  the 
exeoaticm  of  the  process. 

I  am  now,  sir,  speaking  of  transactu»a  iriudi 
may  l>e  new  and  iqipear  strange  to  stme;  hat 
I  am  speakii^  so  near  the  paWe  arduveB  of 
the  nation,  where  the  evidoioea  of  what  I  aay 
mmt  be  preserved,  that  any  one  doubting,  or 
prompted  by  curiosity,  may  examine  for  him- 
self; or,  by  calling  at  my  room,  may  see  t^cial 
copies  of  those  proceedings,  certified  &cMn  the 
DepartmentofStateofPennsylvaDia.  Govenior 
Snyder,  in  addresung  the  President,  did  not  fail 
to  remind  him  of  the  party  topica  of  the  day, 
nor  of  the  difiVence  between  a  forciUe  re- 
sistance to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  asentenoeof  ajiid|^  found- 
ed OQ  a  osuped  anthonfy.  This  slang  dfid  not 
then  snit  the  Freddential  ear*  The  answer  ot 
President  Madison  is,  perhaps,  (and  that  is  say- 
ing much,)  the  most  looonio  and  decawve  we 
have  seen  tmm  his  pea.  He  iafbrmed  the  Gov- 
ernor, that  so  £ar  from  being  at  liberty  to  con- 
cert any  measures  to  prevrat  the  executioo  of 
a  sentence  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  made  his  duty,  where  oppositicm 
was  made,  to  cause  the  same  to  be  executed, 
andf  for  that  purpose,  to  employ  the  necessary 
force.  He  added,  that  as  no  discretaon  re- 
mtuned  with  the  federal  Executive  to  withhold 
the  measores  which  mii^t  lead  to  a  paii^ 
issue,  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  pMteive 
that  the  act  communicated  to  him  1^  €kmnar 
Snyder  gave  the  latter  gentleman  power  to  eciai> 
prtKuise  and. settle  the  a&ir  with  Ohustead, 
whidi  he  did.  The  President's  aUusitn  was 
to  the  judicial  act  of  1 789 ;  of  which  we,  in  Vir- 
ginia, have  understood  Mr.  Madison  to  be  the 

ftenman.  If  this  is  an  hiatorical  emx',  I  woidd 
ike  to  be  informed ;  if  it  is  not,  the  foreeedng 
the  neceaaity  of  making  such  a  provision  «t  that 
time  is  but  anotber  proof  of  the  great  sagao^ 
of  the  late  President  Madison. 

The  Gkivemor  had  stationed  a  military  f(x>oe, 
tmder  the  command  of  General  Bri^t,  or  Ham- 
bririit,  nnmd  the  boose  in  which  the  danc^ittta 
of  BittenhoDsd  reioded,  to  prevent  the  marriial 
of  the  United  States  tram  entwing  and  serving 
his  proceaa.  Alexander  3.  Dallas  was  distrte* 
attorney,  and  at  this  time  publidy  announced 
in  oourt,  in  Philadelphia,  the  determination  of 
the  Freudent  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the 
sentence  in  Olmstead's  case  to  be  exeented. 
This  fact  ran  through  the  city  like  fire  before 
the  wind  in  dry  stubble.  The  mardial  sum- 
moned a  posse  of  two  thoosand  man,  most  of 
whom  were  attaoned  to  the  Governor^  poUtieal 
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party,  bat  all  of  whom  declared  their  readi- 
ness 'to  aid  ttie  marshal ;  and,  thereaMm,  tlie 
general's  tnx^  one  altar  'another,  deserted, 
and  the  militia  reftased  to  obe^  him.  The  mar- 
shal entered,  and  the  process  was  executed. 
Thus,  though  the  Gtovemment  rebelled  accord- 
ing to  law,  the'  loyally  of  the  people  of  that 
great  State  pat  tiie  rebellion  down.  It  was  snp- 
posed  that  the  same  mail  from  Washit^rton  that 
conveyed  the  Fre^dent*s  answer  to  GoTemor 
Snyder,  brooght  also  an  {nstmction  to  the  dis- 
trict attorney  to  make  pnbllo  the  President's 
determination ;  bnt  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
fact  was  so  or  not.  I  was  present,  and  beheld 
the  joy  nniversally  difftised  at  the  snppresdou 
of  that  rebellion. 

At  all  times  the  Jndioiary  has  had  its  enemies, 
llkere  have  always  been  those  who  ere  op- 
posed to  the  tenure  of  Jndidal  office-4hose  who 
will  not  consent  to  mive  the  constitutionality 
of  a  legislative  act,  or  the  legalit;^  of  an  Ezeoa- 
live  measare.  sabmitted  to  judicial  determina- 
tion. At  all  times,  therefore,  there  have  been 
those  who  were  impatient  nnder  the  operation 
of  the  jndictal  check  established  by  the  oonsti- 
tntiouj  and  some  of  whom  have  labored  to 
bring  It  into  contempt  and  disrepate  among  the 
peo[He,  and  to  destroy  their  confidence  in  its 
decisions,  by  disparaging  its  nsefolness,  pa- 
triotasm,  and  parity.  Many  attempts  have  been 
made  to  beat  down  that  great  bmwaric  <tf  lib- 
erty— ^this  dieet^nelKff  ol  war  free  St^ 
One  of  thewoamefromtmeinthehie^UMtplaoe, 
and  was  made  in  several  of  the  State  Asson- 
Uies.  All  these  attaolo,  with  the  conwlete  de- 
feat of  each,  are  matters  of  histoiy.  Ihe  con- 
fidence of  the  people  in  their  jndges  remf^ns 
unshaken,  and,  I  l)dieve,  was  never  more  gen- 
eral than  at  the  present  moment,  Bnt  we  mast 
shut  oar  eyes  to  the  light  tliat  shines  around 
ns;  we  mast  cease  to  read  what  is  passine 
abroad,  and  even  to  hear  some  things  uttered 
within  OUT  walls,  if  we  do  not  perceive  a  great 
effort  is  now  making  to  lessen,  if  not  to  ntulify, 
this  judicial  check  of  the  constitution.  In  this 
effort  the  pabUo  press  is  deeply  engaged.  The 
judgments  of  the  Snprane  Oonrt,  when  sup- 
poaed  not  to  agree  with  the  opinioni  of  the 
Executive,  are  represented  as  attacks  on  the 
President ;  if  displeasing  to  a  State,  as  attacks 
on  that  State.  The  tribunal  is  itself  denounced 
as  factious ;  its  members  as  tyrants,  aiming  to 
osarp  supreme  power,  and  an  anconstitntional 
control  over  the  other  departmntts  of  Oovem- 
ment^-one  of  which  holds  the  purse,  and  the 
other,  the  sword  of  the  nation. 

I  have  already  said  that,  in  times  past,  the 
judiciary  has  been  sustained  by  the  Executive, 
when  called  on  for  This  is  history,  fiot 
whether  it  irill  now  bd  so  soataine^  renuuns 
to  be  seen ;  and  soon  that^  too,  will  become 
histoiy. 

As  an  execatiTe  council,  the  Senate  is  the 
(mly  constitatdonal  die(&  on  the  President.  If 
this  check  were  removed,  ^e  President,  in 
making  treaties^  and  intheezerdaeof  the  hi^ 
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power  of  appointment,  would  be  precisely  as 
absolute  as  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Busnas. 
Should  he,  by  treaty,  teaatier  part,  or  the 
whole,  of  one  of  these  States  to  a  fiwdgu  power, 
and  should  the  balance  of  our  oonstitnaon  re- 
main, such  a  treaty  of  dismemberment  would 
be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  j  the  judiciary 
would  he  bound  so  to  expound  it,  and,  doubt- 
less, in  doing  so,  would  be  sustained  by  the 
same  ExecnUve  who  would  n^tiate  snch  a 
treaty.  The  Senate  is  the  only  (£eck  to  an  un- 
restr«ned  Executive  power.  Bemove  this,  and 
our  Presidents  are  monarchs  in  fiaot,  and  might 
as  welt  be  so  in  name.  And  can  we  blink  the 
fact,  that  a  most  powerfid,  untiring,  and  widely 
extended  efibrt  la  now  makiiu;  to  break  down 
the  Senate  ?  The  attack  on  the  Senate  is  sua- 
tained  by  the  presses  friendlv  to  the  EmcqUvcl 
all  over  the  Unltm.  From  that  which  Is  eaUed 
its  organ,  in  tins  tMj,  the  Senate  is  denounced, 
like  the  Sniaeme  Ooort,  as  a  fiuilioiis  body. 
Its  members  are  aocosed  of  oombinatlona.  of 
cofmption,  of  poliHeal  intrigue,  and  abased  in 
all  the  terms  of  reproach  Known  to  oar  lan- 
guage. Letters  are  written  from  this  city,  to 
be  published  in  distant  places,  among  their  con- 
stituents, in  order  to  degrade  them  there.  ■ 
These,  when  published  atacustance,  comeback, 
and  are  repablished  here,  as  evidences  of  the 
pubUo  sentiment  abroad;  and  are  used  here, 
not  merely  to  dcifrade  the  members  persCTally, 
bat  to  break  down  the  independence  of  the 
body  as  a  lerialative  and  active  eoundl.  It 
is  urged  by  uiose  who  are  c<moemed,  here  and 
elsewhere,  in  the  manufacture  of  such  evidflnoeB 
of  pablio  sentiment,  that  the  Senate  must  bo 
shorn  of  its  powers  and  of  its  influence. 

Those  modes  of  attack  have  been  long  known 
and  used.  The  nation  is  accustomed  to  read 
letters  from  Washin^n,  and  has  &llen  into  a 
liabit  of  paying  as  Itttle  regard  to  them  as  we 
who  are  here,  and  know  their  origin  and  their 
merits.  A  new  mode  of  accomplishing  this 
desirable  purpose  of  prostrating  the  Senate  has 
been  inventeo,  of  far  more  extraimve  influence. 
Public  meetings  are  got  up  in  every  city,  town, 
and  liamlet— in  every  village  and  county  jOace 
where  the  necessanr  materials  are  found.  These 
meetings  pass  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  Hr. 
Van  Bureaus  nomination  to  En^and,  and  the 
rejection  of  that  nomination  by  ttte  Senate.  It 
cannot  be  afSrmed  of  the  proceedings  of  these 
meetings,  and  of  their  resolutions,  that  they  are 
all  couched  in  the  ssme  language,  bnt  the  sab* 
stance  of  all  is  the  same— so  much  so,  as  to 
pibve  them  to  be  the  common  coinage  of  the 
same  mint^-manufactured  in  this  city,  for  uni- 
versal oonsamption.  These  resolutions  dedare 
that  Mr.  Van  Bnren  performed  all  the  duties  of 
Secretary  <^  Stale  m  a  manner  h<morable  to 
himself  and  naeftil  to  the  country-  -that  bla  mia- 
don  to  l^iduid  was  neoessaty  fbr  the  public 
service,  ms  rcjjecdon  by  the  Senate  is  de- 
nounced as  a  corrupt,  fet^ous  actj  dishonora- 
ble to  that  body  ooUectiTcly,  and  individually 
disgraoeflil  to  the  membm  who  concurred  in  it. 
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These  resolntions  are  adopted,  it  is  said,  in  some 

E laces,  by  large  collections  of  people,  and  by 
itndreds  and  thoasands  of  those  who  cannot 
possibly  know  a  syllable  about  the  truth  or  un- 
truth of  what  tfaey  so  resolve.  Tb»  foreign 
treaty  relations  of  a  conntry  are  never  known 
to  the  great  body  of  the  people,  while  the  actual 
relations  of  peace  and  war  are  known  to  all. 
Negotiations  onfiniabed  are  generally  secrets  to 
bU  but  the  Executive,  and  ought  to  be  so.  It 
is  not  possible  that^  however  well  informed  the 
great  mass  of  onr  population  may  be,  they 
shoold  know  enough  of  those  intricate  stipula- 
tions by  which  onr'  commercial  and  other  for- 
eign rSations  are  regulated,  to  decide  on  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  or  any- 
body else,  as  to  anSnished  and  undisclosed  ne- 

Sotiations.   Tet  these  resolutions  are  obtuned 
y  politioal  partisans,  and  used  for  the  purpose 
of  putting  down  the  Senate. 

Thoa  we  see  that  there  exists  a  powerful, 
organizedf  active,  and  tireless  party  in  this 
country,  who  are  now  lending  their  united 
efforts  to  the  prostration  of  the  Judiciary  and  of 
the  Senate.  Many  individuals  ensaged  in  these 
desperate  enterprises  against  public  liberty  feel 
confident  of  entire  success.  Aguust  one  de- 
partment of  Government  they  believe  they  have 
already  succeeded;  and  as  to  the  other,  they 
feel  so  confident  of  victory  as  to  anticipate 
already  the  fruits  of  it  When  this  party  shall 
have  succeeded  agunst  the  judiciary,  and  shall 
have  humbled  the  Senate,  what  more  will  be 
neoessftiy  in  order  to  the  complete  establish- 
ment of  arMtrary  power  t  Notliing  more  but 
to  sabdae  the  independence  of  the  people  at 
large,  which  can  only  be  done  by  destroying 
^e  freedom  of  debate,  and  of  proceedings  here  1 
And  have  we  lived  to  behold  the  beginning  of 
thb  lut,  desperate  enterprise  f  If  so,  truly  we 
mfty  exdaim,  with  Senator  Giles,  "  That  in  all 
tinie,  (our  own  not  excepted,)  a  large  proportion 
of  the  public  mind  inclineB  to  monarchy,  not 
in  nume,  indeed,  bat  to  arbitrary  power — power 
unchecked,  onrestraiued,  in  the  hands  of  one 
man ;  "  and  we  must  agree  with  him,  "  that  it 
is  onr  duty,  $a  the  friends  of  our  few  institu- 
tions, to  guard  and  preserve  them  agunst  the 
asBHUts  a  that  power." 

I  niak  the  House  to  bear  in  ndnd,  that,  as  I 
have  DO  anthorily  to  ascribe  the  efforts  a^nst 
the  Gonstitntion  and  public  liberty  of  which  I 
have  been  speaking  to  the  Frendent,  or  to  his 
past  or  present  eabmet^  so  I  do  not  so  oha^ 
or  ascribe  them.  It  is  not  a  new  thing  in  bis- 
toT7,  ancient  or  modem,  for  the  friends  of  those 
already  clothed  with  high  powers  to  offer  to 
invest  them  with  more — with  absolute  sway. 
Some  there  have  been,  whose  patriotism  com- 
pelled them  to  r^ect  such  offers.  But,  in  the 
mdulgenoe  of  an  unlimited  confidence  in  him 
who  IS  at  the  head  of  tius  Government,  there 
are  tiiose  who  would  blindly  break  down  aH 
the  safegiwrda,  all  the  checks  of  the  constitu- 
tion,  all  Mniers  for  the  security  of  onr  liberties, 
in  wder  toinvest  faim  with  the  absolute  powers 


littie  thinking  of  the  shortness  of  the  time  dur- 
ing which  be  can  hold  it,  or  of  the  imposubilitj 
of  preventing  it  frdm  passing  into  other  hand^ 
or  of  restraining  its  exercise  whenever  it  nuj 
fall  into  those  of  an  ambitions  Freadent,  de- 
posed to  respect  no  law  bnt  his  own  will,  and 
to  disregard  all  reatraiats  <m  its  free  indnlgHus. 

Mr.  Bbabdslkt,  of  New  York,  ooDuneiiMj 
by  saying  that  this  trial  had  occupied  sem- 
al  weeks  of  the  predous  time  of  the  Hoose 
at  an  advanced  period  of  a  long  sessioD.  Per- 
haps that  time  bad  been  profitably  spent,  Of 
that,  Bud  Mr,  B.,  onr  constituents  will  best 
judge.  There  was  ver^  little  complentj  <s 
detail  in  any  of  the  testimony,  which  could  be 
supposed  material ;  yet  some  two  weeks  hire 
been  required  to  hear  and  oommit  to  vritiiig 
what  is  called  evidence.  The  play,  said  be, 
shonld  be  worth  the  candle.  The  fanpertutt 
of  this  evidence  on^t  to  be  sac^  as  toreeon- 
dle  us  to  the  refleonon  th^  it  was  taken  at  tbe 
expense  of  more  than  twenty  thonasnd  doQia 
to  the  public.  Yet,  whatisltl  Anytlui^bat 
what  testimony  before  a  jndioial  tribunal  ^odM 
be.  GoQjectures,  hearsay,  general  suspicion^ 
and  0SB  jMirt0  affidavits.  And  these,  if  th? 
oonld  prove  any  thing,  except  the  iocompetcnr; 
or  unsnitableness  of  the  tribunal  which  recdnj 
them,  were  directed,  as  if  in  mockety  of  jnstict; 
at  any  and  ever^  object,  rather  than  Uie  poin 
which  seemed,  if  any  thing  was,  material  tot 
decision  of  the  cause.  Almost  eveiy  nk  tf 
evidence  hitherto  deemed  reasonabl&Beeiiis  u 
have  been  disr^farded  in  this  triaL  The  Eoax 
has  floundered  through  the  testimony  qpparend; 
without  chart  or  compass  to  direct  it,  rndii 
dear  violation  of  the  most  well -settled  and  m- 
thoritative  legal  principles.  Tbe  debate  ha 
been  about  equally  discursive  and  erratic.  Xu; 
topics  have  been  introduced  and  gravely  ai^»^ 
which  have  neither  been  denied  nor  doubuJ 
in  any  quarter.  I  hope,  sir,  that  tlie  jadpent 
of  the  House,  when  it  shall  be  renderecL  vill 
atone  for  the  irrelevant  mass  of  proof  wtucbbu 
been  given,  and  the  abemmt  character  <tf  llu 
discussion. 

Gentiemoi  have  set  themselvee  serioosly  it 
work  to  prove  that  mraibers  <tf  tlus  Hoose  un 
certain  constitutional  privUe^es^  What,  ar,B 
privilege  ?  A  right,  exemption,  or  inuDnnitji 
possessed  by  one  or  more  perstm&bot  not con- 
mon  to  all  their  fellow-cituens.  Those  who  ve 
entitled  to  immunities  of  this  nature  are  privi- 
leged persons,  and  of  this  descriptioii  tn 
members  of  this  House.  AH  privilege  is  sai 
to  be  a  nuisance,  yet,  for  reasons  deemod  sa&- 
cient  of  themselves,  some  of  a  very  impwtai' 
character  have  been  conferred  upon  thwe  via 
represent  tbe  people  here.  No  one  has  deai«, 
no  one  can  deny,  their  existence.  They  ven, 
no  doubt,  etmfeired,  and  are  ttderated  on  pub- 
lic groond^  and  not  as  a  boon  or  indu^ence  to 
individuals.  Th^  should  be  few,  Utnited, 
defined ;  uid  they  are  of  that  character.  Tm 
constitution  which  created  and  confers  tbem,  u 
expli(dtf  and  too  pUn  to  admit  of  donbt 
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oavU.  Senators  and  B^ireaentativeB  in  Con- 
gress are  privileged  from  arrest "  in  all  cases, 
except  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace ; " 

and  for  any  speech  or  debate  m  either  House 
they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other 
place."  All  this,  sir,  is  plain  and  explicit. 
Here  b  no  room  to  raise  a  i^nestion.  These  are 
the  nndoabted£b;hts  or  priTileges  of  members 
of  Congress.  ^Hioever  violates  them,  does  a 
wrong  to  the  individoal  and  the  country,  sets 
the  constitution  at  defiance,  and  justly  exposes 
himself  to  that  measure  of  punishment  which 
the  laws  have  provided  for  such  cases. 

These  privileges  are  founded  on  good  reasons. 
Bepreaentativea  of  the  people  onght  to  speak 
ftwely,  and  without  the  fear  of  personal  injury, 
or  the  vexation  and  hazard  m  responsibility 
elsewhere.  If  words,  slanderous  in  their  terms, 
are  uttered  here,  the  constitution  declares  they 
are  not  slanderous.  If  spoken  on  another  oc- 
casion, and  in  another  place,  malice  would  be 
implied.  But  in  words  spoken  here,  malice  is 
repudiated,  and  for  all  legal  purposes  good  mo- 
tives are  absolutely  inferred.  We  are  exempt 
from  civil  process.  For  debts,  we  may  set  the 
law  and  its  officers  at  defiance.  We  are  beyond 
their  reach.  Our  privilege  is  our  shield.  We 
are  free  from  arrest  in  all  cases  except  for  crimes 
— "  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace." 

These  impunities,  not  ei^oyed  by  others,  but 
which  are  the  indisputable  rights  of  members 
of  this  body,  dionld  admonish  us  of  the  corre- 
spondent duty — never  to  abase  them.  They 
were  not  designed  as  a  shield  for  mendacity, 
fraud,  or  malice ;  and  should  never  be  used  as 
a  cover  for  defamation,  or  to  stir  np  an  un- 
founded and  false  clamor. 

It  has  been  sud  that  these  are  not  strictly  the 
privileges  of  members,  but  of  their  constitnents ; 
or  rather,  that  they  were  conferred  for  the  "bene- 
fit of  the  constituents,  and  not  at  all  for  the  in- 
dividual members.  The  discussion  upon  this 
brandi  of  the  subject,  I  believe,  has  not  been 
veiy  intelli^ble  to  any  <me.  The  priTileges  of 
members  are  Oidr  rights — their  individniu  and 
constitutional  rights;  and  whether  ooi^erred 
with  a  view  to  their  own  protection  and  se- 
curity in  performing  their  puWio  duties,  or  for 
a  higher  object,  the  benefit  of  their  constituents, 
T  regard  as  a  matter  of  utter  indifference. 
Sufficient  for  me  that  the  privilege  has  been 
conferred,  that  the  right  exists,  that  the  oonati- 
tntion  has  spoken,  and  all  are  bound  to  heed 
and  obey  its  voice.  We  are  not  legislating  with 
a  view  to  determine  what  privil^s  ought  to 
be  conferred  on  members  of  this  House.  That 
was  decided  by  tiie  people  in  adopting  the  con- 
stitution under  which  we  are  assembled.  Our 
privileges  are  to  be  found  In  that  instinment 
Le^lation  cannot  abridge  Uiem ;  nor  can  the 
whun,  the  caprice,  or  the  will  of  this  body  make 
them,  like  the  privileges  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, unlimited,  nndefioed,  and  undefinable. 

I  therefore,  sir,  dismiss  the  matter  of  privi- 
lege. If  tiie  prinlege  of  a  member  has  been 
invaded,  the  ezlBtenoe  of  the  privilege  itself  is 


not  denied.  If  a  wrong  has  been  done,  and  no 
one  denies  that  tiiere  has,  the  law  has  provided 
ami>le  means  for  redressL  The  courts  are  open ; 
Justice  will  be  sure  and  speedy ;  the  course  is 
ptdn  and  free  from  difficulty.  No  one  doubted 
the  power  of  the  courts  to  inflict  an  adequate 
punishment,  and  afford  to  the  injured  party  an 
adequate  reparation.  But  here,  in  thid  House, 
the  disputed  point — indeed,  ur,  inmyjudgment, 
the  only  essential  point  in  controversy,  is  the 
power  of  the  House  to  try  and  punish  for  on 
offence  which  I  admit  has  been  committed. 

The  testimony  has  undergone  a  strict  analy- 
sis, and  been  summed  up  in  due  form.  For 
what  purpose  I  To  prove  what  the  accused 
admitted  in  his  plea,  and  what  no  oao  has  ques- 
tioned—that an  assault  has  been  committed  on 
the  member  from  Ohio,  ^r.  Stahbkbbt.)  To 
prove  further,  what  I  will  not  stop  to  contro- 
vert, that  the  assault  was  made  for  words 
spoken  in  debate.  Both  pc^nts,  for  the  puipose 
of  this  discussion,  I  will  admit  to  be  established. 
I  will  take  them  in  this  respect  to  be  indubitar 
ble.  But  what  consequence  shall  we  draw  from 
them  ?  Why,  certunly,  argued  the  gentleman, 
from  Vir^nia,  (Mr.  Doddbidge,)  if  the  mem- 
ber was  assaidteil  for  that  cause,  it  was  a  breach 
of  the  privileges,  and  a  hieh  contempt  of  the 
authority  of  ^is  House.  And  as  a  privilege 
without  the  means  <rf  enforcing  itj  and  of  se- 
curing its  ei^oyment,  is  no  privilege,"  this 
Hoose  has  therefore  an  nnqaesnonaUe  right  to 
try  mi  yxxmsh  the  accused  for  that  assault  1 

This  IB  the  species  of  argument  which  we 
have  heud ;  and  in  this  manner  the  honorable 

Sintleman  comes  to  the  oonolusion  that  this 
ouse  ]s  fully  authorized  to  do  what  it  is  as- 
suming to  do.  I  differ  with  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman totally  in  both  these  positions.  The 
assault  on  the  person  I  admit ;  but  I  deny  that 
there  was  any  assault  upon  the  privilege  of  the 
member,  or  any  contempt  of  this  House.  Priv- 
ilege is  a  peculiar  right  or  immnnity,  possessed 
by  the  few,  to  the  exolnsion  ot  the  many.  A 
breach  of  priviluce  is  but  s  violation  that 
peculiar  right.  Bnt  this  aasanlt  wonld  have 
been  equally  an  outrage,  and  equally  nojnstifiar 
ble,  had  it  been  committed  on  any  c^er  ciUxen. 
It  was  a  violation  of  rights  ecinally  pMsesaed 
by  all,  and  not  of  any  special  riaht,  which 
adheres  to  an  individu^  as  a  member  of  this 
House.  It  was  a  breach  of  the  funeral  law  of 
society,  and  not  of  the  peculiar  immunities  of 
this  HoQse.  I  maintun  then,  sir,  that  the 
rights  of  t^e  member,  as  such,  have  not  been 
wounded,  nor  has  the  dignity  of  the  House  been 
insulted,  or  its  authority  contemned.  The 
general  law  of  the  land  is  ample  for  this  ease, 
without  relying  vpaa  any  peculiar  prori^n 
for  the  security  of  members  of  this  body. 

But  if  I  am  mistaken  in  this ;  it,  indeed,  this 
may  with  propriety  be  treated  as  a  breach  of 
privily  and  contempt  of  this  House,  what 
then  ?  Does  it  follow  that  this  House  is  author- 
ized to  punish?  That  is  averred  by  thegentle- 
man  frau  Virginia.  His  pontion  ia,  tuat  the 
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body  pocMSshig  the  privilege  most  have  the 
means  of  seonring  its  eiQo^ent,  and  of  punish- 
ing for  ita  rifdittiion,  or  it  is  no  prinlege.  Hiis 
Is  hciA  noand.  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  Bostained  it,  or  if  it  can  be  eastained  in  any 
manner,  I  will  admit  the  question  to  be  settled. 
Bnt  although  the  poratiou  has  been  advanced 
as  authoritative,  yet  I  sabmit  to  the  House 
that  it  was  accompanied  with  very  little  argu- 
ment to  illustrate  or  establish  its  accuracy.  I 
confess,  sir,  that  I  cannot  accede  to  this  opinion 
of  the  honorable  gentleman,  able  and  accurate 
as  I  know  him  in  most  things  to  be.  Is  it  true 
that  an  individual  or  a  public  body,  whose 
privU^es  have  been  assailed  and  trampled 
under  foot,  has  a  right,  not  onl^  to  repd  the 
aasulaot,  Imt  to  inffiot  upon  him  ratnbntiTe 
jnatice  t  I  should  say  not,  dr.  I  ahonld  turn 
to  the  coorta  for  Justice.  I  ahonld  invoke  tiieir 
powers,  where  vxe  individual  wrong  or  the 
public  offence  called  for  reparation  or  ponish- 
meut.  Bat  the  honorable  gentleman,  like  the 
accused  now  on  trial,  wonld  take  the  law  into 
his  own  hand.  A  wrong  having  been  done,  by 
violating  a  privilege,  he  would  himself  right 
it :  the  af^eved  and  injured  party  he  would 
make  judge.  Upon  this  argoment,  the  right 
and  the  authority  to  ponish  are  called  into 
czistenoe  by  the  attack  npon  privil^^  This  is 
new  doctrine,  and  an  nnnsnal  mode  of  trans- 
mitting and  aoqniringjndidal  power.  A  blow 
has  made  many  a  wortiiy  man  a  Icnight,  but 
upon  this  principle  the  batting  of  one  member 
transfers  judicial  power  not  only  to  himself  but 
to  all  other  members  of  the  same  body. 

I  would  not^sir,  treat  tiiis  subject  lightly  or 
irreverently.  We  are  inquiring  into  the  con- 
Btltational  powers  of  this  House,  the  source  of 
its  authority,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
aoqnired.  indeed,  oar  powers  as  a  judicial 
body  arise  npon  the  perpetration  of  an  outrage 
on  a  m«nber,  it  cannot  be  improper  to  explore 
this  theory  of  the  constitution,  and  present  it 
to  the  public  gaze.  Will  it  stand  examination  ? 
Can  the  jadspment  of  any  gentleman  approve 
it  ?  The  mass  of  our  powers  are  le^dative,  not 
Jn^daL  Ordinarily  we  have  not  the  powers 
-of  a  court ;  nor  have  we  at  any  time,  unless 
they  are  brought  into  existence,  as  is  urged  by 
the  geutlemui  from  Yu^iUa,  by  a  breach  of 
privilege.  His  theory  r^ards  the  power  to 
punish  as  incident  to  the  possesion  of  the 
privilege.  But  how  does  the  gentleman  prove 
the  accuracy  of  this  poationi  Does  he  find  it 
in  any  judicial  system  whatever  ?  Is  such  the 
opinion  of  any  jurist  or  statesman,  except  the 
gentleman  himself  whose  opinion  is  worthy  of 
respect  I  Where  does  the  gentleman  find 
antaorit7  the  position  he  has  advanced  with 
suflh  ooDfidmoet 

We  hare  no  ijrivileged  orders  here,  yet  there 
are  many  individuals,  adde  from  members  of 
Congress,  who  are  temporarily  olotlied  with 
privileges.  Attorneys  at  law,  jurors,  witnesses, 
parties  to  suite,  are  fiuniliar  instances.  All 
these  are  priviMged-^va  rights  peadiar  to 
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themsdves.  But,  how  do  thciy  mcaonallj  Tin- 
dioate  these  privileges  whm  assuled,  ud  inflict 
sommary  pnntehnw&t  upon  the  vktUtort  I 
need  not  answn  this  qnestifm.  We  all  know 
that  they  have  no  power  of  that  deetariptioB, 
and  that  their  only  relief  is  in  the  cfmta. 
Th^  may  punish.  Such  is  the  nature  and  the 
province  of  judicial  power ;  but  I  take  leave  to 
deny  that  any  such  power  is  necessarily  con- 
veyed by  conferring  privil^es  upon  an  indi- 
vidual or  ajpnblio  boay.  The  Engliah  Convo- 
cation, or  Ecclesiastical  Synod,  fanuahea  an 
apposite  illustration  of  the  question  now  nndcr 
discussion.  A  public  statute  of  the  realm  gives 
to  members  of  that  body  the  same  i^hta  and 
pri^ikges  as  vere  ot  ahonld  be  enjoyed  hf  the 
noUes  fcTiH  "nnmrnitnmitj  called  to  ParSmmBBL. 
Tet,  rir,  was  it  ever  heard  tliai  that  assemUy, 
the  miniatnre  of  a  Pariiament,  with  all  its  gor- 
geous display  and  expanded  powers — ^with  all 
the  immunities  of  the  body  to  which  it  is  asami- 
lated — was  it  ever  pretended  that  it  conld  deal 
ont  retributive  justice  for  a  violation  of  ita 
privileges  ?  Oertainly,  sir,  nothing  of  Uiis  na- 
ture was  ever  suggested  there.  It  remunedfor 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  dis- 
cover and  present  as  an  axiom  in  legulative 
jurisprudence,  that  the  power  to  panish  is 
inseparably  oon^eoted  wiui  the  poeoesiiioo  «f 
privilege  I 


TncBBDAT,  May  10. 

Casa  of  Samusl  Soruton. 

The  Honse  resumed  the  case  of  Samad 
Houston — ^the  question  pending  the  same  as 
yesterday. 

Mr.  Obank,  of  Ohio,  said  when  this  case  was 
first  brought  before  tJie  Home,  I  supposed  it 
merely  involved  a  question  of  fact,  and  that,  if 
the  charge  was  sustained  by  the  evidence,  the 
appropriate  pumshment  would  follow,  aa  a 
necessary  consequence.  But  I  was  mittakfni. 
Some  gentiemen  wholly  deny  the  power  of  this 
House  to  punish  contempts  and  breaches  oC 
privilege ;  others,  restricting  the  power  to  the 
narrowest  possible  limits,  muntain  that  the 
peonliar  circumstances  of  this  case  will  not 
warrant  its  exwoise.  I  shall  endeavor  to  show 
that  the  charge  ag^nst  the  accused  is  folly  sns- 
tuned  by  the  proof;  that  the  House  does  ri^t- 
fally  possess  the  power  to  punish ;  and  that  this 
case  presents  a  fit  ocoauon  for  its  exercise.  The 
charge  is,  that  the  accused  committed  an  aaeaalt 
and  battery  on  the  member  from  Ohio,  for 
words  spoken  in  debate  by  the  latter.  The 
accused,  in  his  answer,  admits  tiie  oommisaon 
the  asaaolt  and  battery,  bnt^  thronj^  Ins 
oonnsel,  seeks  to  avail  himself  of  a  novel  nienes 
of  defence;  that  this  oateage  cm  ^  geidleman 
from  Ohio  was  oomnutted,  not  for  tine  speeefa 
made  by  him  in  this  House,  but  for  the  puUiea- 
tion  of  that  speech ;  and  his  refusal  to  answer 
the  interrogatory  of  the  accused,  whether  that 
pnUioadm  was  a  oureoi  copy  of  his  ipaedu 

Digi:ized  by  Google 


DEBATES  Ot  OONaBESS. 


e79 


Mat,  1882.] 

Tbe  defisnoe  ia  not  stutaiiied  by  th«  eridenoe, 
and,  if  it  ▼era,  it  would  not  btbII  the  aocOMd. 

I  will  not  waste  the  time  ot  the  Hotue^  ^a 
minate  recmitiilatiak  of  the  teBtlnKmy.  The 
answer  of  uie  sooased  does  not  directly  deny 
tbat^e  act  was  committed  for  the  cause  as- 
signed ht  the  cha^  in  hisletter  to  the  member 
tnm  Ohio ;  he  makee  no  inqoiry  or  omnplunt 
respecting  the  ptiblioatirai ;  his  only  object  was 
to  ascertein  whether  that  pablioation  was  a 
correct  report  of  the  speech.  For  aaght  that 
iqipears  in  t2ie  testimony,  the  acansed  did  not 
kaow  that  the  member  from  Obio  bad  any 
agency  in  the  pntdication,  until  the  fact  was 
Btated  by  him  on  his  examination.  Bat  if  any 
doabt  rested  oa  this  pcnnt.  it  wmld  be  oom- 
pletely  remored  by  the  tesranony  of  the  mem- 
Mr  fivmXenneasee.  The  answer  of  the  aoonsed 
to  the  weU-meant  rcraimstranoes  of  his  real 
friend,  proves  the  temper  ot  his  mind — ^proves 
conclusively  that  it  was  the  speech  delivered  in 
tills  House  which  roused  his  indignatioD,  and 
biflamed  his  thirst  fbr  vengeance ;  and  that  it 
was  a  mere  afterthought  to  ascribe  the  tnibse- 
QQWt  OQtrage  to  the  pnblioation  of  that  speech. . 
It  was  here,  in  this  Hall,  he  had  suffered  wrong, 
and  here  ^ould  the  wrong  be  righted.  The 
court  of  Heaven  itself  should  not  shield  the 
wrong-doer.  The  ferocious  contempt  of  all 
sanctions,  human  and  divine,  exhibited  in  that 
anawoTf  nowever  oheraoteristio  it  mij^t  have 
beeiLinthemouth  of  am^bwohieftam,  "witik 
hand  <^  blood  and  brow  of  i^oom,"  in  the 
toenth  eentory,  and  in  a  eonntiy  uen  the  most 
lawless  and  worst  governed  in  Europe,  surely 
.win  not  be  endured  in  this  enlightened  age  and 
eivilifed  ootmtry.  To  my  judgment,  the  evi- 
dence establishes  fully  ana  Inoontrovertibly, 
that  the  true  and  only  cause  of  this  outrage  is 
the  only  one  assigned  in  the  chai^  and  that 
the  accnsed  cannot  and  onght  not  to  evade  the 
consequences  of  this  act,  by  ascribing  it  to 
another  and  simulated  motive. 

But,  were  the  fact  otherwise,  I  deny  that  the 
de«rinons  oS  the  Eiwliah  oonrts,  in  tiie  cases  of 
Lord  Aldngdon  and  at  Oreavy,  are  to  be  oon- 
ridered  as  wplioalde  to^  or  authoritative  in,  this 
country.  Kor  would  the  dMlbnoe  now  set  op 
be  sustained  in  the  British  House  <tf  Oommons. 
By  the  law  of  that  country,  as  exx>onnded  by 
its  judges,  a  member  of  Parliament  ia  not  re- 
sponsible for  any  thing  said  by  him  in  debate, 
except  to  the  House  of  which  he  is  a  member ; 
but  if  he  publish  his  speech  in  the  newspapers, 
though  for  the  parpose  of  correcting  an  erro- 
neous report  made  without  lus  privity  or  con- 
sent, this  act  of  pnbUcation  renders  him  liable 
to  a  prosecution,  if  the  published  speech  con- 
tains matter  reflecting  on  the  character  and 
condact  of  an  individuil,  and  he  cannot  set  up 
his  privily  as  a  bar  to  snob  proaecntioiL  A 
party  arraigned  b^ne  tiie  House  of  Ckmimoiis 
for  an  assault  and  battery  on  one  of  its  m«n- 
bera,  urges  this  defence :  IVue,  I  assaulted  and 
beat  your  member;  but  the  act  was  done  for 
the  publication  of  the  q>eeoh,  not  for  the  speech 
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itself.    By  the  law  of  the  land,  a  member 

EablisUng  his  speech  may  be  prosecuted  as  a 
beller ;  sryo,  a  member  pnUiudng  lus  speech 
taaj  be  assaulted  by  any  one  who  lUKdes  hhn- 
self  injured  by  such  publication,  ^d  your  rights 
are  untonched,  yonr  privile^  inviolate.  I 
deny  the  logic  of  this  oonolneion.  It  is  a  nm 
$eqwitvr.  In  fact,  the  House  of  Oommons  has 
always  punished  insults  and  personal  violence 
to  its  members,  from  whatever  cause,  as  a 
breach  of  privil^e. 

In  all  arguments  drawn  fh>m  anidogy,  we 
must  1)0  careful  that  the  oases  are  ali^  that 
there  is  no  essential  difference  in  the  facts  and 
oiroumstanoes ;  otherwise,  our  reasoning  will 
be  inooncln^Te  and  erroneous.  Before  we 
adopt  and  naturalixe  these  doctrines  of  the 
Eneiish  oonrt^  and  extend  ttidr  ^)plloala<m  to 
sncli  cases  as  the  one  now  befcwe  us,  let  us 
compare  the  difference  in  the  ftHms  of  Govern- 
ment, and  of  the  institutions  of  the  two  conn- 
tries.  Tlie  one  is  a  monarchy,  of  which  the 
secrecy  in  counsel  is  a  constituent  qnaiity ;  the 
other  a  republic,  of  whi<^  publicity  is  the  life 
and  soul.  In  England,  in  a  prosecution  for  an 
alleged  libel,  the  truth  of  the  charge  cannot 
be  given  in  evidence ;  here,  truth  may  be  freely 
pnblished,  whether  it  affects  Government,  magis- 
tracy, or  individuals,  if  such  publicalion  be  made 
fKnn good  motives,  and  for  justifiable  ends. 

The  two  Honaea  of  Pariiament,"  I  auote 
Hallam's  ConstitatiiHud  History  of  Eufj^and, 
Toh  8.  p.  898, "  are  anppoaed  to  deliberate  with 
olraea  doors.  It  is  wraj%  competent  fm  any 
one  member  to  insist  that  strangers  be  ex- 
cluded; not  on  any  special  ground,  but  by 
merely  enforcing  tiie  standing  order  for  th^ 
purpose.  It  has  been  severu  times  resolved 
that  it  is  a  high  breach  of  privilege  to  publish 
any  n>eecbes  or  proceedings  of  the  Commons ; 
though  they  have  since  directed  their  own  votes 
and  resolutions  to  be  printed."  It  was  re- 
solved, nem.  eon.,  Febmary  26,  1729,  that  "it 
is  an  indignity  to,  and  a  breach  of  the  privily 
of  this  House,  for  any  person  to  give,  in  written 
or  printed  ncwqwpers,  any  account  or  minutes 
of  the  debates  or  otiier  proceedings  of  this 
Houae,  or  of  any  eomndttee  thereof;  aqd  that, 
npon  discovery  of  tlie  authors,  Ao.^  this  House 
ynO.  proceed  against  the  offenders  with  the 
I  utmost  severity."  In  1788,  the  resolution, was 
repeated  in  nearly  the  same  words.  On  the 
80th  of  April,  1747,  Cave,  the  editor  of  the 
Gentieman^B  Magazine,  was  brought  to  the  bar 
for  publishing  the  Honse's  debates ;  he  denied 
that  he  retained  any  person  in  pay  to  make  tiie 
speeches,  and,  after  expressing  his  contritiicm, 
was  discharged,  on  payment  of  the  fees. 

Look  at  the  contrast  exhibited  by  the  Ameri- 
can Congress.  So  far  from  this  secrecy,  this 
caution  to  keep  the  people  in  ignorance  oi  our 
pfooeedhigi^  every  Acility  ia  a^rded,  and  great 
expense  is  loonrred,  to  give  pablidty  to  them. 
Extra  copies  of  important  pnblio  documents  arc 
printed,  and  scattered  through  Hie  whole  eonn- 
try,flDrpaUioinl!miiBtioD.  wteadofeonniviDg 
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at  reporter!,  as  in  Endand,  admitting  tiiem  as 
it  were  by  stealUi,  and  eeoreting  f^em  behind 
tiie  pillars  of  the  galleries,  here  they  are  ad- 
mitted of  rig^t ;  yon  fiseign  them  coDBpicaoiis 
stations  in  the  Hall,  and,  in  fact,  constitute 
them  officers  of  the  Hoase.  I  know  that  those 
roles  and  orders  of  Parliament,  thoogh  unre- 
pealed, are  obsolete ;  that  the  debates  of  botii 
Honses  are  freely  and  folly  pablished ;  and  the 
intelligent  writer  to  whom  I  hare  referred, 
attribntes  the  improvement,  nay,  even  the 
preservation,  of  the  Briti^  constitation,  to  this 
oircnmstance.  '^Perhaps,"  is  his  luigoage, 
"  the  constitation  conld  not  have  stood  so  long, 
or  rather  wonld  have  stood  like  a  useless  and 
unteo anted  mansion,  if  this  onlawM  means  had 
not  kept  np  a  perpetoal  interoonrse,  a  recipro- 
t&tff  of  inflamoe,  betwem  the  Parliament  and 
the  people."  Bat  a  eormpt  House  of  Oom- 
mons,  imbued  with  the  slavish  doctrines  of  a 
former  age,  anxious  to  mozde  tiie  pren,  to 
shrond  their  proceedings  in  secrecy,  may  arouse 
those  sleeping  lions,  and  will  do  so,  whenever 
they  believe  the  spirit  of  the  people  is  broken 
to  snbnussicm. 

Are  the  representatives  of  the  American 
people  prepared  to  admit  the  doctrine  that  a 
member  cannot  pnbliah  his  speech,  however 
truly  and  fiaithfUly,  wiUiont  divesting  himself 
of  hU  privilege  !  No  rep<Mrter,  however  skilfnl, 
can  report  with  perfect  aoonraoy  the  language 
and  MntimMitB  cc  a  qwaker.  Is  it  not  noto- 
riooB  that,  if  yon  deny  to  a  member  the  right 
of  reviring  and  correcting  &e  notes  of  the 
repwter,  his  epeeoh  must  go  out  to  his  oraisti- 
tnenta,  and  to  the  public,  mutilated,  distorted, 
and  misrepresented  f  Are  gentiemen  aware  of 
the  consequences  of  this  rigorous  ezdonon  ot 
the  right  of  revision  and  correction!  Why, 
speeches,  as  delivered  here  sometimes,  resemble 
bear-cnbfl,  which  are  licked  into  stuipa  mly 
whoi  they  approach  the  presa. 


FfiiDAT,  May  11. 
Gate  iff  Samml  Houston,, 

The  Honse  resumed  the  oaseofBamnel  Honatwu 
Ur.  Ekbb,  of  Maryland,  s^d:  Mr.  Spe^er,  in 
the  decision  of  this  question  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  this  Union  are  involved.  It  goes  to 
the  foundation  of  the  Government ;  it  strikes 
at  the  root  of  liberty ;  it  may  realize  the  boding 
fears  of  many  who  already  apprehend  a  dissoln- 
tion  of  the  Union.  For,  if  vie  representatives 
of  the  people,  here  assembled,  cannot  protect 
themselves  against  violence,  and  external  infia- 
enoe  and  control,  by  whom  shall  they  be  pro- 
tected ?  By  what  laws,  by  wttat  judgment,  or 
by  what  tribnnats  can  mej  he  preserved  t 

Bir,  we  are  abont  to  decide  a  case  in  winch, 
it  is  true,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  aprivate 
citizen  are  involved,  as  well  as  the  pnvil^^ 
of  the  whole  people,  in  the  persons  of  their 
Immediate  represent^ves.  The  dignity  of  this 
people  is  thns  brought  into  question  by  the 
conanot  of  the  aooosed.  To  the  hi^  tribnnal 
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of  pnblic  opinion,  and  to  onr  inmwdinte  oonsti* 
toenta,  we  mnst  all  answw  for  tbe  eonne  lliat 
we  mi^  now  adopt  It  becomes  va,  tberafcre^ 
to  deliberate  cahnly,  and  to  denm  vttii  an 
enlightened  judgment,  apon  a  case  00  impor- 
tant ;  and  he  who  treats  the  queetioa  ligfatiy, 
cannot,  I  think,  either  Jnstiy  s^predate 
character  onr  Government,  or  regard  Ac 
permanency  of  its  free  institutions. 

The  first  qnesticm  before  the  House  is,  whether 
Samuel  Honstcm  is  guilty  of  a  breacli  of  its 
privileges.  This  l>eing  decided  affirmativdy, 
will  draw  after  it,  as  1  tmst  I  shall  prove  by 
reason  and  authority,  the  power  of  pmnshnMB^ 
aa  well  as  tiie  kind  saA  extent  oi  it.  Bat  Una 
question  Inv^ves  an  inqoiiy  into  llie  xwfeax*  aad 
extent  of  onr  privileges,  as  a  matter  of  eo—tif- 
tional  right  and  power,  and  into  1i»  pnHioidar 
facts  wUdi  are  alleged  to  have  constnatad  tkm 
trans^resrion  impnted  to  the  aocoaed. 

I  listened,  «r,  to  the  defence  which  wu 
o^red  by  tiie  learned  counsel  for  the  aeensed, 
not  only  with  a  respectful  and  devoted  atten- 
tion, (an  attention  greatiy  heigfat«ied  by  tlw 
interest  of  ancient  fnend^ip,)  Imt  with  a  deep 
anxiety  to  l>e  informed  apon  this  wtAgbtf  qatm- 
tion.  I  felt  every  dispMdtion  to  teppima  lua 
eloquence^  and  I  could  not  bat  sometimes  ad- 
mire his  ingenuity ;  but  his  conatitntaonai  and 
legal  intM^retationa  I  was  compelled  whfAy  t» 
rt^pndiate.  The  learned  coansel,  and  hononUa 
members  toa  have  tallM  of  privilflgea  nade- 
fined  and  nndeflnable ;  and  the  connsel  of  the 
accused  complained,  even  to  the  laat,  that  he 
was  in  some  d^^  of  ign<BWioe  <rf  the  charge 
alleged  agunst  his  client.  He  olumed,  at  leaM, 
that  one  inalienable  right  belonged  to  the  citi- 
zen—that, before  he  is  put  upon  hia  trial,  ha 
^lall  know  and  undersaod  the  accusation  against 
him.  In  the  eloquent  and  ingeniooa  ooonaeil 
these  were  the  commonplaces,  I  w&l  not  say 
the  tricks,  of  the  advocate ;  but  in  honoraUe 
mem1>era,  with  a  full  knowlcwe  of  the  Caote,  and 
with  the  oonatttaticoL  in  their  handa,  thoaa 
grave  doubts  and  anbtletiM  did,  I  cenfaaa^  an^ 
prise  me.  The  aoonaed  himself  ^qi>lay«d  ■» 
sach  fostidioaa  heaitatum  w  this  poinfc.  Ha 
affected  not  to  misonderatand  tiie  chanaw  Ha 
confessed  the  violent  act  charged  npMi  um,  bi^ 
avoided  its  legal  consequence,  by  denying  tha 
intent  impnted,  or  that  he  has  committed  any 
breach  of  oonstitational  privilege.  The  counsel 
at  length  supposed  that  "  the  main  charge  waa 
that  of  assanlting  a  member  for  words  spoken  in 
debate,  aad,  thereby,  committing  a  breach  of 
the  privilegea  of  tiiis  House ; "  and  then  he 
boldly  said  he  would  ondertake  to  show  that 
no  sach  privilege  bdongs  to  a  member  of  tlua 
Hooae,  aa  to  be  free  irom  aaaaolt  for  wordn 
qmken  in  debate,  nnlesa  it  were  In  the  Hovaa, 
or  on  his  way  to  or  from  the  House ;  at  least, 
so  far  as  the  power  of  this  Hooae  oooM  ba 
extended  for  his  protection,  or  tat  the  punish- 
ment of  the  offender. 

Bij  both  the  privilege  and  the  spe^fic  dhanee 
of  a  vidation  of  it  vera  r^rcanfead  in  tha  ftul- 
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est  maimer  to  the  party  accused.  The  oonatita- 
tioB  has  clearly  defined  Uie  privilege  and  the 
offianee.  By  the  order  of  thu  Hoose,  Samnd 
HoDstcHi  was  informed  fromtheOhair  that  he  had 
*  been  brought  up  to  WBver  the  charge  of  having 
aasaalted  uid  beaten  WnxuH  Btanbbbby,  a 
member  of  the  House  of  BepreaeatatiTeB  of  the 
United  States  from  the  State  ot  OhUt,  for  vords 

Soken  by  him,  in  his  place,  as  a  member  of  this 
onse,  in  debate  npon  a  qaestion  then  pending 
before  the  Hoose.  Moreover,  sir,  a  copy  of  the 
letter  of  the  member  from  Ohio,  containing  an 
exact  specification  of  the  alleged  oatrage,  was 
delivered  to  the  aoonaed.  I  recite  these  pro- 
oeediogs  to  meet  the  extraordinary  argoment  of 
the  counsel,  and  to  show  the  follaoy  of  the 
statements  which  have  been  nuide*<rf  the  ease. 
They  prove  that  tiie  par^  had  notice,  the 
most  formal  and  precise,  w  the  nature  of  the 
charge,  that  this  was  known  to  his  counsel,  and 
known  to  every  member  of  this  Hoose. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  refer  to  the  founda- 
tion of  that  power  which  it  is  proposed  to  exer- 
cise on  the  present  occasion,  and  I  conclude 
that  the  privil%ea  conferred  by  the  constitation 
incidentally  and  necessarily  embrace  the  power 
to  punish  any  violation  of  them. 

By  the  sixth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
constitution,  privileges  of  members  are  thus 
defined :  They  ^lall  in  all  cases,  except  trea- 
son, fdoiqr,  azid  breadh  of  Oie  peace,  be  priv- 
ileged flmn  arrest  during  thMr  attendance  at 
the  session  of  th^  respectiTe  £knues,  and  in 
going  to  and  retwuing  from  the  same ;  and  for 
any  speech  or  debate  ra  either  House  they  shall 
not  be  questioned  in  any  other  plaoe."  Here, 
ue  as  ^ain  and  <jear  definitions  of  the 
privileges  of  members,  as  language  could  ex- 
press. Here  are  rules  of  action  and  of  right, 
not  hong  up  on  high,  like  the  laws  of  the 
bloody  tyrant,  which  have  been  alluded  to,  but 

ftlainly  set  down  in  the  constitution,  and  in  this 
ittle  manual,  where  he  who  runs  may  read. 
The  privily  is  defined,  and  any  viol^on  of 
it  is  an  offence  against  Uie  constitution,  and 
necearity,  If  nothing  else,  g^ves  the  law  of  pun- 
idunent.  There  is,  too,  a  neoeasary  ctnmeotaon 
between  a  breach  of  the  privileges  thus  defined 
and  a  poolahment  of  the  offender,  by  restraint, 
during  the  period  of  their  continuance ;  and  yet 
to  adopt  the  nice  distinotion  which  has  been  set 
op  by  some  gentlemen  between  preventive  and 
retributive  punishment,  as  laid  down  by  them, 
would  refine  away  the  whole  efficacy  of  the 
privily,  and  the  power  of  preserving  it 

It  has  been  remarked  that  the  framers  of  our 
conatltntion  were  well  versed  in  parliamentary 
history,  and  were  aware  of  the  principle  laid 
down  in  the  English  authoritiea,  that  pnvUeges 
of  Fariiament  were  left  undefined,  because  they 
were  said  to  be  undefin^Ie^  and  that  their  dig- 
nity and  independence  were  preawved  by  keep- 
ing their  privileges  indefinite,  and  that«  tliero- 
fore,  in  our  constitution,  priTuege  was  Bmited. 
The  ftamers  <tf  the  oonmtationliave,  at  Ims^ 
deariy  and  ftaSaaOy  defined  thoae  privil^geB 
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which  are  essential  to  the  free  and  independent 
action  of  representatives,  although  they  1^ 
the  mode  of  protecting  tliem  to  the  law,  which 
necessity  anathe  nature  of  things  oonforred. 

The  privilege  now  in  questioa  is  plainly  set 
down  in  this  constitution,  which  all  snow.  It 
is  therein  proclaimed  that  a  member  shall  not 
be  questioned  elsewhere  for  any  speech  or  de- 
bate. But  it  is  contended  that,  as  no  express 
power  is  granted  to  punish  a  breach  of  this 
privilege,  this  House  cannot  exercise  any  power 
over  tiie  party  interfiling  with  it,  although  it 
19  admitted  that  within  its  own  walls  it  may 
inflict  punishment  for  any  disturbance  of  its 
proceedings  there.  8u<^  doctrines  amount  to 
a  total  abrogation  of  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution, whilst  the  adnUasions  of  those  who 
hold  them  prove  their  abmrdl^,  and  establiah 
the  opposite  oonstmetion. 

The  privilege  declared  was  intended  to  secure 
to  the  House,  in  the  persons  of  its  members, 
or  rather  to  the  people  whom  they  represent^ 
free,  uninflueuoea  and  undisturbed  deUburation. 
The  power  ot  le^atioUf  with  which  the 
constitution  has  invested  eafih  House  of  Oon- 
greas,  necessarily  inclades  the  right  and  the 

?3wer  to  delibenite  freely  and  without  restraint, 
bis  freedom  cannot  exist  without  the  power 
of  self-protection.  The  means  of  l^slation 
are  inherent  in  the  power  to  I^jslate;  they 
are  incidental,  beoanse  the  power  oannot  other- 
wise  exist  If  the  House  baa  an^  aelf-proteoting 
power,  it  is  not  because  it  is^  in  any  oase^ 
specially  g^ven,  but  beoanse  It  Is  essential  to 
enable  it  to  peiform  its  ftinctions :  and,  to  this 
end,  it  must  preserve  the  liberty  and  safety  ot 
its  membOTs,  so  as  to  enforce  their  attendants. 
These  privueges,  and  the  enfbroement  (tf 
them,  are  the  essential  means  of  exercising 
the  power  to  le^late.  They  are  not  con- 
ferred as  personal  honors  or  distinctions  upon 
individuals,  bat  for  the  benefit  of  the  people ; 
hence,  they  do  not  attend  us  at  our  homes  in 
the  recess,  but  are  limited  to  the  period  of  our 
service  of  the  people,  and  cease  with  the  neces- 
nty  whioh  fa-ttted  them.  Ther^iMV,  idr,  those 
wise  and  piAriotie  men  who  fhoned  oor  oonsti- 
tution,  with  sach  knowledge  of  the  essential 
nature  of  these  l^^slative  privileges,  and  ct  the 
struggles  of  the  English  Fariiament  to  maintain 
them,  would  never  tiave  sent  it  unfinished  from 
their  lumds,  had  tiiey  not  been  perfectly  con- 
vinced, from  reason  and  analogy,  that  tiie  inci- 
dental power  to  enforce  the  privileges  they  de- 
fined would  necessarily  be  mferred.  And  on 
whom  has  the  constitution  conferred  this  power 
to  protect  and  preserve  the  privileges  so  clearly 
given  to  the  Senators  and  Bepresentatives  in 
Congress} 

Sir,  it  is  on  each  House,  not  on  the  Oongress ; 
and  in  each  Honae  necessarily  arises  the  Inci- 
dental powOT  of  preserving  its  existence,  and 
enabling  itself  to  ^sc^arge  the  deliberative  and 
le^alative  ftinctions,  wbioh  that  oonstitntiOD 
anresaly  asdgna  to  it  By  looldng  to  any 
other  braooh  or  department  of  the  Glovemment 
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for  protection,  this  House  at  onoe  fp.vm  up  its 
independence  and  its  very  ezistenoe.  If  we 
call  opon  the  Senate,  it  has  merely  the  same 
power  BM  ourselves,  in  reference  to  ita  own 
body — ^not  to  oors.  If  yon  refer  to  the  Exec- 
utive, it  has  no  power  especially  given  for 
your  protection ;  and  the  jadiciary,  in  its  slow 
process,  may  leave  yon  to  perish,  or  to  be 
kicked  oat,  like  the  Snmp  Parliament  of  Eng- 
land. It  is  present  protection  that  yon  want. 
If  yoa  attempt  to  pass  laws  specially  to  define 
and  aeeore  your  privileges,  ana  punish  the  viola- 
tion of  tiiem,  the  Senate  will  tell  yoa  that  yon 
already  have  the  power,  or  they  may  not  agree 
to  yonr  system,  or  the  Executive  may  veto  it. 
Thus,  one  branch  of  the  Ixvislatnre,  by  throw- 
ing itself  npon  the  other  for  protMtion,  gives 
up  the  efficacy  of  that  power  of  independent 
self-preservation  whioh  the  constitution  clearly 
intended  to  bestow  on  each ;  and,  by  a  r^ianoe 
on  the  Ezecntdve  sanction,  both  Honses  would 
submit  ibemselves  to  the  footstool  of  Presiden- 
tial caprice. 

But,  sir,  the  very  admission,  which  is  made 
on  all  huraa,  of  the  right  to  pnniafa  others  than 
ttembera  for  contempts  committed  in  the  pres- 
enoe  of  the  House,  isanadmisdon  of  the  power 
topnmshforoMitempts,  by  intimidation  <n:  vio- 
lence^ ont  of  the  House ;  because  there  is  no 
vxpma  authority  or  power  ^ven  In  the  one 
case  more  than  in  the  other.  An  enress  pow- 
er is  only  given  to  the  House  to  punub  ita  own 
members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and  even  to 
expel  them ;  but  I  have  seen  or  heard  it  ob- 
served that  that  power  was  given  to  obviate  a 
possible  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  members 
representing  the  other  States  to  restrain  any 
representative  of  a  State  equally  entitled  to  act, 
in  nis  own  discretion :  and' it  waa  necesBary  to 
the  free  action  of  all  that  every  am  sfaonld  be 
didy  restrained  to  order. 

This  omeesrion  of  the  power  to  punish  for 
acts  oonmutted  within  tiie  waHs  of  uie  Honse, 
relinquidiea  the  whole  ground  of  the  ammient, 
whioh  is  the  want  of  an  express  grant,  for  there 
is  no  express  power  to  punish  others  than  mem- 
bers; and  why  should  this  Honse  be  at  liberty 
to  exercise  any  un^ranted  power  to  punish  acts 
committed  within  its  walls,  any  more  than  for 
those  committed  beyond  them  t  The  illustra- 
tion of  this  argument  has  beoome  fiuniliar  by 
repetition :  the  object  is  to  protect  members  in 
the  free  exennse  of  their  deliberative  functions, 
and  in  freedom  of  debate.  If  a  man  be  beaten 
and  disabled  as  he  is  leaving  the  House,  or  at 
his  lodgings,  or  in  the  street,  whilst  he  is  here 
at  the  seat  of  the  legislative  session,  or  is  ques- 
tioned, and  intimidiSed  by  bludgeons,  is  not  the 
inconvenience,  and  the  violation  of  his  privilege, 
tiie  same  (  la  not  the  influence  to  interrupt  tiie 
free  exercise  of  his  functions  the  same  ? 

And  now,  Hr.  Speaker,  I  wili  discusa,  in  a 
very  brief  manner,  the  qnestion'of  fact  Is  the 
charge  proved  t  The  nature  of  the  cham  and 
tiie  drcumstances  at  the  case  are  fully  before 
us.  Do  the  facts  proved  support  the  allegation 


EM*T,im 

of  the  violence  having  been  committed  on  the 
person  of  the  member  from  Ohio  with  ibe  nh 
tent  and  for  the  cause  imputed  f 

The  counsel  noticed  two  minor  ehargCB,  (as 
he  called  them,)  that  of  the  member  having 
been  beaten  so  as  to  have  been  kept  from  lis 
seat  in  this  House,  or  having  been  beaten  oo 
his  way  to  a  member  of  the  Senate  on  bnsineas. 
I  presume,  mr,  it  can  make  no  possible  £fier- 
ence  in  the  case,  where  he  was  beaten,  if  the 
assault  was  committed  on  account  of  wonL 
spoken  in  debttte.  IttattheasBanltand  battery 
was  oommitted,  has  bem  amply  proved ;  and 
in  what  manner?  Much  has  been  said,  sir, 
about  the  provocation,  and  whether  the  extn- 
ordiuary  videooe  was  induced  by  the  speedy 
or  the  publication  of  the  speech ;  but  one  thing 
is  clear — that,  if  any  case  could  occur  to  call  fiv 
a  solemn  investigation  by  this  Honse  c£  ita  Tio- 
lated  dignity  in  the  person  of  one  of  its  ma&- 
bers,  it  IS  to  be  seen  m  the  enormity  of  the  at- 
tack upon  the  person  of  the  membm*  from  Ohio. 
Shall  I  bold  up  to  ^on  the  picture  of  this  trans- 
action from  the  evidence  which  has  been  given 
of  it  ?  I  will  not  do  so  to  influence  yonr  minds, 
but  to  brine  to  them  the  true  natore  of  the  case 
yon  are  oaUed  upon  to  ^dde.  It  is  to  jdace 
befOTe  yon  the  member  tcom  Ohio^  as  the  rep- 
resentative of  an  important  State,  in  t^e  actual 
condition  to  which  tbe  exerdse  of  hia  oraistita- 
tional  privilege  here  has  rednoed  him,  and  to 
put  to  a  fiur  test  the  duties  whieh  we  owe  to 
ourselves  aai  the  people  whom  we  represesK, 
and  more  especially  to  the  ccmstitueats  oi  thai 
member.  I  will  read  from  the  deporation  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Hissouri,  (lb.  Bccx- 
NKR,)  his  account  of  the  rencontre,  from  the  first 
meeting  of  the  accused  and  the  member  from 
Ohio,  till  the  tottJ  prostration  of  the  latter : 

*'  Houston  was  standing  cot  directly  facing  tlte 
palings,  but  rather  quartering  towards  it,  and  quar- 
tering to  me ;  vithont  ansvering  my  question,  be 
appeared  to  shift  the  position  of  his  feet.  I  saw 
nothing  at  tlie  time,  bat  soon  discovered  a  gentle- 
man coming  across  tiie  Avemie,  and  pretty  near  to 
OS,  and  near  to  the  pavement ;  at  uie  tone  I  dU 
not  reoopnze  tlu  in^vidoal  when  I  flist  oher mil 
him,  but  as  be  approached  nearer,  and  was  in  the 
aot  of  potting  his  foot  upon  the  paveoMiit,  I  di*> 
covered  it  to  be  Mr.  Stambsrbt.  It  occorred  im- 
mediately to  me  that  there  would  be  a  difBcoIty  be- 
tween them,  having  understood  previously  that 
there  had  been  dissads&ction  between  them. 
Houston  did  not  reply  to  my  qoestiou.  As  9tax- 
BKBBT  approached  nearer,  he  appeared  to  halt  la 
hia  place.  Houston  asked  If  that  was  Mr.  SrutsEB- 
bt;  he  replied,  very  politely,  and  bowing  at  tbe 
Bame  time,  *  yes,  air;'  then,  said  Houston,  you  are 
tho  damned  rascal,  and  with  that  stmok  bin  with  a 
■tick  wUoh  he  hdd  in  Ids  liand.  Sf  AnuBX'  threw 
up  bis  hands  over  his  head,  and  stagaered  back ; 
his  hat  fell  off,  and  he  exdaini«d,"<Nt,  don\ 
Houston  continued  to  fc^lnw  him  up,  and  onnlinncd 
to  strike  him.  After  receiving  sevoal 
blows,  STANBKBaT  tumed,  as  I  thought,  to  ran  off 
Houston  at  tiiat  moment  sprung  npon  him  in  the 
rear,  BtAUBxaaT^  anm  baling  down,  ajniareatly 
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defenodMB.  Hflasindlifm,uidattwBpted«otiinnr 
Um,  Inrt  wu  not  able  to  doio.  SriMBnatTMiried 
him  abont  on  tbe  paTcmeDt  some  little  time; 
iriuther  be  eztrieited  hiDuelf,  or  Hooston  tbniit 
him  from  him,  I  am  not  aiAe  to  determine.  I 
thonght  he  thnut  him  from  him ;  as  he  pwsed  bim, 
he  struck  him,  «nd  gare  him  a  trip ;  SrAKBsanT 
fell:  wbui  h»  ftU  he  •tOl  conUnued  to  halloo;  In- 
deed, he  hallooed  all  the  time  pretty  much,  except 
vben  the;  were  scutSing.  I  Baw  Stihbxrst,  after 
haring  received  Beveral  blows,  put  out  both  hands 
in  ibh  way,  he  then  lying  on  his  back.  I  did  not 
discoTer  what  was  in  liis  hands,  or  if  any  thing  was ; 
bat  I  heard  a  eound  like  the  snapping  of  a  gun  lock, 
and  I  nw  particles  of  fire.  Houston  appeared  to 
take  hold  of  Stakbebrt's  hands,  and  took  some- 
tUng  from  them,  which  I  could  not  eee.  After 
that,  Houston  stood  up  more  erect,  atiU  beating 
Stambkbrt  with  a  stick  over  the  head,  arms,  and 
^es ;  9rAMBKB>T  stUl  kept  his  hands  spread  out. 
After  Houston's  giving  him  several  other  blows,  he 
ky  on  bis  back  and  put  up  bis  feet ;  Houston  then 
•truek  him  elaewbere.  Mr.  Sxa»BSBRT,  after  having 
recdved  several  blows,  eaased  to  halloo,  and  lay,  as 
I  thought,  perfectly  still.  AU  this  time  I  had  not 
spoken  to  either  of  the  parties,  or  interfered  inany 
manner  whatever.  I  now  thought  Stambkut  was 
badly  hurt,  or  perhaps  killed,  from  the  manner  in 
which  he  lay.  I  stepped  op  to  Houston  to  tell  liim 
to  desist,  but,  without  being  spokeo  to,  tie  quit  of 
lua  own  accord.  Mr.  SramEBiT  then  got  np  on  his 
feet,  and  I  then  saw  the  pistol  hi  the  right  hand  of 
Governor  Hoostim  tx  the  first  time." 

Bach  ts  the  eridenoe  of  the  honoMble  Senator. 
With  reniect  to  the  witness,  I  will  aaj  onlj  one 
word:  ''^Hine  enemy's  dog,  had  he  bit  me," 
shoold  not  hare  died  that  death  in  my  pres* 
enoe.  And  it  is  sud  that  oar  proceedings,  in 
Boch  a  case  as  this,  will  be  decided  by  the 
people.  I  trust,  sir,  that  gentlemen  are  greatly 
mistaken.  The  people  will  regard  the  powers 
with  which  they  have  invested  na,  and  they 
will  hold  ns  responsible  for  the  dne  exertion  of 
them  for  the  vindication  of  the  privilege  of  every 
member  of  oar  body.  If  any  man  oould  be  more 
abnaed  and  d^aded  in  his  person  by  the  vio- 
lenoe  of  another,  I  know  not  how ;  and  are  we 
at  libwty  to  tnmoff  the  complaint  of  the  mem- 
ber ftmn  Ohio,  and  condwnn  him  to  loss  of 
caste  beoaose  his  pistol  missed  fire )  Shall  we 
nndertake  to  degtWe  him  from  the  right  of  pro- 
tection and  the  privileges  of  this  House  com- 
mon to  OS  all,  nnder  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
Btitation,  beoaose  he  proved  so  nnfortnnate  as 
not  to  have  killed  hia  assailant  t  Shall  I  ask, 
sir,  what  else  be  conld  have  done  ?  Some  of 
ns  might  affect  to  make  a  ready  answer ;  bat 
we  have  never  tried,  and  tiierefore  cannot  Imow, 
the  difficalties  of  such  a  moment  of  discmDfitnre 
and  impending  destrnotion. 

The  oonnaeTfor  the  soonsed  haa  taken  a  view 
of  the  condaot  of  the  member  from  Ohio,  which 
is  wholly  nnmpported  1^  the  evidence,  and 
has,  with  the'  sad  of  ima^nation,  represented 
hira  as  a  man  arming  himself  for  an  affray,  and 
gmng  forth  as  an  aggressor,  and  he  has  more 
&an  hitimated  the  oharaoter  of  the  act,  in  the 
of  tlie  Uw,  had  he  saooBBBftdly  mdntained 


the  fight.   Sir,  the  evidence  wholly  refhtes  this 
statement   Although  the  member  had  been 
informed  that  it  was  ronuffed  that  the  accused 
meant  to  shoot  him  in  the  B^t,  and  liad  been 
advised  by  a  Mend  to  prqnre  to  defend  hbn- 
self  and  althonghhehod  armed  bimi«elf  accord- 
ingly, he  was  afterwards  thrown  off  hia  guard 
by  various  oircumstances,  and  carried  but  a 
dngle  pistol   At  eight  oMook  at  night  when 
he  was  going  on  a  visit  to  a  friend,  and  had  do 
expectation  of  meeting  the  accused,  be  was  sad- 
denly  accosted  by  the  accnsed,  and  instantly 
struck  down  with  a  blodgeon.  Whilst  prostrate 
beneath  his  assulant,  and  as  he  continned  to 
strike  him  with  great  violence,  he  got  hia  hand 
upon  his  pistol,  (his  only  weapon  and  his  only 
possible  means  of  defence,)  and  endeavored  to 
discha^  it.   He  did  not  draw  the  pistol  till 
he  waa  beotoi  to  the  ground,  and  was  lying 
helpless,  and  in  the  hands  of  his  advorsary ;  and 
he  reacMited  to  the  pistol,  as  he  had  astriot  legal 
f^t  to  do^  to  save  Umaelf  from  the  probabilli^ 
of  impending  death  w  sreat1)odiIy  harm.  And 
so  it  would  have  stooa  in  the  eye  of  the  law, 
upon  the  settled  rale  of  a^-draanoe^  in  any 
judicial  f<H>um.  * 
For  what  was  this  ignominions  chastisement 
inflicted?   It  is  allied  to  have  becu  for  a 
speech  of  the  member  teom  Ohio,  made  in  this 
House,  in  a  debate  on  a  subject  pending  befrae 
it.  In  that  speech  was  a  paasage  importing  a 
enlarge  upon  me  late  Secretary  of  War  of  an  at- 
tempt made  by  him  frandnlentiij  to  ^ve  to  the 
accused  the  ooatnat  fyr.  Indian  ratitmB.  I  am 
not  to  nndertake  to  maintain  this  all^ation  of 
a  fraud,  in  order  to  sapp<Hrt  the  argument  I  have 
in  hand.   It  is  snffitdent  to  say  that  this  Hooae, 
havii^  an  inquisitorial  power  over  all  Ugb 
officers  of  the  Government,  is  the  proper  place 
for  a  fur  inqairy  into  every  Bpeoies  of  corrapt 
or  improper  conduct  in  them,  which  the  orm- 
naiy  tribunals  ofjoatice  cannot  reach;  and  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  member  who  oomes  to 
the  knowledge  of  frandnlent  practices  in  tbe 
officers  or  departments  of  the  Government,  to 
oommniUeate  the  information  to  this  House. 
He  most  do  Uua^  however,  under  a  re^nribility 
to  this  Honse,  and  to  pnblio  opinion.   I  know 
nothing  of  the  snbject  to  which  the  member 
from  Ohio  so  emphatically  alluded  in  Ida  ob- 
noidmiB  speech,  and  I  have  no  Bjmpatitj  or 
participation  in  the  charge,  more  than  any 
other  member  of  this  Eoose ;  and  I  speak  merely 
in  reference  to  the  privily  of  speech  and  de- 
bate,  which  is  secnred  to  every  member  on  this 
floor  by  the  express  provisions  of  the  constitn- 
tion.   For  myself  I  would  never  give  my  Bano- 
tion  or  oouatenanoe  to  light  and  frivolous  in- 
timations of  fiwidolent  prMtioes  in  any  officer 
of  Government;  bnt,  if  1  shoold  become  master 
of  any  such  Beeret,  and  of  snoh  fiusta  and  cdr* 
oaoiBtanoes  as  woold  convince  the  mind  (»F  a 
reasonable  man  of  the  reality  of  their  existenoe, 
I  woold  feel  myself  bound  to  disclose  all  my  in- 
formatitMi  to  the  Bxmae^  and  I  woold  do  it  feai^ 
iesBly.  What,  then,  has  the  member  from  Ohio 
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done  Id  his  place  t  He  has  alleged  a  oorrnpt 
design  on  the  part  of  the  late  Secretary  of  War 
in  an  importuit  transaction,  in  which  an  official 
Antj  had  devolved  onhioi,  and  he  went  further, 
and  charged  the  President  with  a  fall  knowledge 
of  the  bn^ness.  He  moreover  gave  his  reasons 
for  his  belief  in  the  facts  alleged,  and  referred 
in  part  to  hia  anthoritj.  Sir,  that  member  and 
every  other  is  amenable  to  this  Honse,  even  in 
the  penalty  of  expulsion,  for  a  gross,  false 
clamor ;  but  his  privilege  of  freedom  of  speech 
and  debate  hen  cannot  be  constitntioiiaUy  or 
legally  questioned  in  any  other  place.  An  in- 
qmiy  into  frauds  or  corruptions  m  any  branch 
<Hr  the  Government  is  too  important  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  to  be  stifled  by  vi<denoe  or 
intimidation,  even  from  Individnals  who  may 
deem  themselves  uQjustly  aocnsed. 

In  England,  it  is  an  established  principle,  and 
a  mle  settled  even  by  their  courts,  that  a  mem- 
ber in  his  place  may  make  a  charge  or  propose 
an  inquiry  npon  common  fame ;  and  here  the 
constitution  has  (^ven  an  equal  freedom  of 
speech  and  debate.  It  is  a  freedom  of  debate 
and  a  Uberty  of  action,  with  which  this  House 
is  invested  by  the  people,  in  order  tliat  it  may 
aabserve  their  own  great  paramount  interests. 

I  cannot,  Ur.  Spetucer,  entertain  the  slightest 
donbt  that  the  member  from  Ohio  was  qnes- 
titmed  and  beaten  fiar  his  speech  made  in  this 
Honse,  ud  I  do  not  perceive  how  it  ia  possible 
from  the  evidence  to  come  to  anj  other  con- 
clusion, notwithstanding  all  the  subtlety  that 
has  been  practised  to  disprove  it. 

The  speech  of  the  member  was  delivered  in 
the  House  on  the  Slst  of  March,  and  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Intelligencer  on  Monday  the  2d 
instant.  The  note  of  the  accused  was  dated  on 
the  8d,  and  Slivered  on  the  4th,  by  the  honor- 
able member  from  Tennessee,  (Mi.  0.  Johksok,) 
to  tiie  member  from  OMo.  "  The  object  of  this 
note  is  to  ascertain  whether  my  name  was  used 
by  you  in  debate ;  and,  if  so,  whether  your  re- 
marks have  been  correctly  quoted."  Such  is 
its  tenor.  The  reply  was  (dated  on  the  4th, 
but  not  delivered  till  the  6th) — '*  I  cannot  rec- 
ognize the  right  of  Mr.  Houston  to  make  this 
request."  Throughout  all  the  conversation  of 
the  accused  with  his  friend,  the  honorable 
member  from  Tennessee,  not  a  syllable  was 
ever  said  by  him  about  the  public^on  as  dis- 
tinct from  the  debate ;  and  this  appears,  not- 
withstanding the  clcee  examination  of  an  hon- 
orable member  to  that  point.  The  witness 
said,  indeed,  in  answer  to  the  queBOtm,  tiiat  h« 
oertunly  thought  that  the  accused  teA%  himself 
aggrieved  by  the  publication  in  tlie  newspaper, 
bat  did  not  remember  that  he  ever  uttered  any 
thing  from  which  that  impression  was  drawn. 
The  accused  swore  that  he  would  right  the 
wrong  where  it  was  given,  and  would  whip 
the  damned  rascal  before  he  left  the  House,  the 
honorable  member  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  0. 
Johnson)  and  the  accused  then  standing  behind 
the  Speaker's  ch^  I  But  the  counsel  negatives 
this  ima,  and  puts  the  provooatloa  npon  the 
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refusal  to  answer  the  accused,  and  the  insoh  of 
the  answer  addressed  to  his  frieaA  1  And  jet 
the  writing  out  and  publicatawi  of  the  sfttA 
by  the  member  are  rehed  upon  as  an  nnpiivue^ 
aggression,  upon  the  evident  afterthongbt  eof- 
gested  by  a  distinction  found  in  some  Eti^ 
cases.  But  did  the  accused  know  on  the  Sd, 
or  even  on  the  4th,  that  the  member  from  Oim, 
and  not  the  reportor,had  written  out  the  a>eedi, 
and  caused  it  to  he  published  !  From  all  thit 
appears,  he  never  did  hnow  it  till  this  trial  bad 

Jtrocee^ad.  But,  sir,  the  writing  out  and  psb- 
Ication  of  a  speech  made  here  by  a  membcrin 
debate  are  <^  tne  essence  of  the  privilege  flecared 
by  our  constitution,  as  has  been  already  sbovn 
by  the  gentleman  from  Yirrinia,  (Mr.  Don 
DBiDOK,)  and  the  dulinction,  uierefore,  of  thew 
cases  can  have  no  application  in  this  oonntiT. 
I  was  aware  of  one  of  the  oases  referred  to  u 
supporting  the  distinction,  but  I  have  no  doubt 
it  would  be  found  that  this  case,  and  all  otben 
of  its  class,  must  rest  on  an  old  standing  mie 
of  the  House  of  Oommon&  which  has  snMittd 
for  one  or  two  centuries,  tJiat  the  debates  is  the 
House  should  not  be  divu^ed  or  pnblidied 
without  its  order  or  autJiority. 

TTndcv  the  operation  of  this  rule,  the 
pec^le  had  oooe,  perhaps,  a  more  reitndtd 
knowledge  of  the  speeches  and  doii^  of  tbdr 
representatives  in  Parliament,  thoi^  thetfiint 
of  liberty  found  means  long  ago  to  evade  tbe 
restriction,  and  to  disseminate  an  adeqntte 
account  of  every  thing  that  was  there  sud  at 
done.  I  remember  well,  tar,  my  reading,  wbeti 
a  boy,  in  '*  The  Gentieman's  Magazine,"  pob- 
lished  in  London  a  little  less  than  a  oentnrj  ago, 
'*  Debates  in  the  Senate  of  Lilliput,"  vb\A 
were  none  other  than  the  regular  speeches  in 
Parliament  under  the  guise  of  fictitious  charac- 
ters. But,  in  the  m'esent  enlightened  rtiteM 
the  public  mind  in  fingland,  this  andentnleii 
obsolete,  or  wholly  disr^arded,  and  the  detai* 
of  every  hour  in  Parliament  is  given  oat  to  the 
people  in  numberless  daily  journals. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  the  whole  evidcnw 
in  this  case,  tliere  remains  not  a  doubt  that  it 
was  the  speech  of  the  member  from  OMo  ia 
debate  upon  this  floor,  that  was  the  canse,  the 
true  cause  of  the  outrage  committed  upcHi  him 
by  the  accused,  and  that  fact  concludes  th«  Etib- 
ject 

Mr.  DiOEwniT,  of  New  York,  said:  The  rc- 
spondent  is  dbarged  with  a  breach  <tf  tbeprin* 
leges  of  the  House,  by  an  assault  and  btfte? 
on  tbe  member  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  SrimBm.) 
for  words  apokm  by  him  m  debate  ontliii 
flocff.  I  consider  the  chaive  as  admittedly 
the  respondent  at  the  bar.  Independ«it  of  tlrt 
response  of  the  accused,  I  consider  the  char^ 
as  proved  by  the  note  addressed  to  the  member 
from  Ohio.  The  member  was  not  asked 
whether  the  remarks  in  the  bitelligene^  were 
true,  but  whether  those  remarks  were  as  aMo- 
rate  report  of  his  speech. 

What  more  I  The  remark  of  the  aoooeed  to 
hia  frimd  firom  Tennanee^  when  advisei  lurt  to 
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make  the  ossaolt  in  this  House,  that  he  would 

—  "  right  the  wrong  whererer  giren, 
Ceo  if  'twere  in  tbe  conrt  of  beaveD," 

proves,  conclnsively,  th^  the  assanlt  and  bat- 
tery were  for  words  spoken  in  debate  on  this 
floor,  and  not  for  tbe  publication  of  the  speeoh 
in  the  Intelligencer. 

The  counsel  for  the  accased  urgei,  in  his  de- 
fence, that  it  was  not  the  speech,  but  the  note 
from  the  member  from  Ohio,  that  oocauoned 
the  asaaolL  Was  that  true  I  Was  tfaora  any 
thing  in  tiiat  note  inanltiog  to  tbe  aceoied  t 
Was  there  any  insult  to  tbe  fHend  of  the  ao- 
cused  from  Tennessee?  That  friend  swears 
that  he  waa  doabtM,  that  he  oonnilted  his 
friends,  that  they  advised  him,  and  his  own 
judgment  confirmed  their  decinon,  that  there 
was  no  indignity  offered  by  the  note  to  the  ac- 
cased, or  his  Mend ;  that  he  so  informed  tbe 
aconsed,  who  was  satbfied  with  sach  Judgment 
of  his  fnend,  and  the  judgment  of  the  common 
friends  of  both.  The  note,  then,  contuned  no . 
insult  to  the  accused ;  and  I  consider  the  charge 
as  folly  proved,  that  the  assault  and  battery 
were  for  words  spoken  in  debate  on  Uie  floor 
of  this  Hotue. 

But  I  shall  assume  a  still  broader  ground. 
The  oonnsel  for  the  accused  triumphantiy  asked, 
whether,  if  an  assault  and  battery  were  committed 
on  a  member,  and  he  was  disabled,  not  while 
on  his  way  to  or  from  hto  boarding-house,  but 
in  going  to  see  other  members  on  business  in 
relation  to  the  dischai^e  of  his  duties  as  such 
member,  it  would  be  a  breach  of  privilege.  I 
contend  that  it  would,  and  that  an  aseatut  and 
battery  committed  on  a  member,  daring  the 
session  of  Congress,  with  or  without  cause, 
would  be  a  breach  of  privilege,  as  decided  by 
the  late  Ohief  Justice  Parsons,  and  the  other 
judges  of  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  ICassachusetts. 

^e  accused  has,  then,heeagallt7of  abreadh 
of  tbe  privileges  of  this  House,  and  rendered 
himself  liable  to  arrest  and  imprteonment  by  Ita 
wder :  shown  by  elementary  writers  in  the  re- 
peated decisions  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
since  ISOO,  and  by  the  decisions  of  the  Courts 
Common  Pleas,  ^ng's  Benoli,  Exchequer  Cham- 
ber, all  the  judges  and  the  House  of  Lords 
sitting  as  a  court  of  error  in  England.  In  the 
fourth  year  of  Edward  tihe  Sixth,  1660,  one 
Withrington  was  committed  to  the  Tower  for 
an  assault  on  one  Brandling,  a  bargess  of  New- 
castle. (8  St  Trials,  p.  9.)  WilUams  threat- 
med  and  assaulted  Bainbrigg,  a  monber  of 
House  of  OomnuHU ;  a  c<»npl^t  was  made,  a 
warrant  was  instantly  issued,  and  WiUiams  was 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Boose,  examined,  oon- 
victed  of  a  breach  MT  the  privileges  of  the 
House,  and  imprisoned.  (I  Hatsell,  92.)  With- 
out fatiguing  the  House  with  a  recital  of  similar 
cases,  more  than  fifty  of  which  are  referred  to 
on  my  minutes  before  me,  suffice  it  to  say,  that, 
from  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century  to  the 
present  time,  as  appears  by  tbe  Jonnuds  of  the 
House  of  OomiiKuu^  asendts  aiu  batteftoa  <m 
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members  of  the  House,  in  the  streets  of  Londcm 
uid  Westminster,  have  been  deemed,  adjudged, 
and  punished  as  breaches  of  Uje  privileges  ot  the 
Honse. 

Sooh  proceedings  were  adopted  and  sanc- 
tioned, daring  the  same  period,  by  the  House 
of  Lords,  in  analogous  cases.  Not  only  assaults 
and  batteries  by  individual,  lawless  violence, 
but  the  arrest  and  imprisonmeat  of  the  mem- 
bers of  either  House  of  Parliament,  by  the  oSi- 
oers  of  justice,  sad  by  order  of  t^e  courts  of 
England,  except  for  treason,  felony,  and  breach 
of  tiiepeaoe,  have,  during  the  same  period,  been 
deemed  a  breach  of  the  privil^^es  of  the  House. 
They  have  arrested  and  punished  tbe  intUvidnal 
who  sued  out  the  process,  and  the  officers  who 
made  the  arrest  They  have  arrested  the  eher- 
ifi's  of  Middlesex  for  a  contempt  and  breach  of 
privilege,  for  refusing  obedience  to  an  order  of 
the  Honse  directing  them  to  set  at  liberty  a 
member  in  their  custody.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons have  appointed  a  committee  to  enforce 
obedience  to  their  order,  and  to  set  at  liborty^ 
by  force,  a  member  of  their  House  arrested  by 
the  officers  itf  justice,  and  by  virtue  of  the  pro- 
cess of  the  courts.  Not  only  has  the  arrest  of 
a  member  of  the  Honse  by  the  officers  of  jn»- 
tioe,  but  by  order  of  the  privy  council,  and  even 
of  the  King  himself,  been  considered  and  ad- 
judged a  breach  of  tbe  privil^es  of  the  Honse. 
Mr.  Strickland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, was  arrested  by  order  of  the  privy  coun- 
cil of  Queen  Elizabeth,  lith  April,  1676,  for  in- 
troducing a  bill  into  the  House  of  Commons  to 
reform  tlie  book  of  common  prayer,  and  for 
words  spoken  in  debate  in  relation  thereto. 
This  was  the  first  attempt  to  abridge  the  free- 
dom of  debate  in  England,  and  justiy  awakened 
and  aroused  the  indignation  of  the  House  of 
Commons  and  the  people. 

Telverttm  Introdnoed  the  Bolflect  to  tbe  attm- 
tiou  of  the  House  in  the  ind^^uit  language  of 
a  freeman,  and  with  a  boldness  and  manly  inde- 
pendenoe  beooming  a  statesman  and  a  member 
of  Parliament  The  privy  council  were 
alarmed;  some  of  them  wnispered  to  the  Speak- 
er, and  a  motion  was  made,  and  further  pro- 
oeedings  adjourned  until  next  day.  The  mem- 
ber was  r^eased  from  imprisonment,  and  ap- 
peared in  his  seat,  at  the  opening  of  the  House, 
the  next  morning. 

James  I.  (June,  1621)  imprisoned  Sir  Edwyn 
Sandys,  of  the  House  of  Commons,  for  wo^s 
nsed  in  debate.  The  House  ^pointed  a  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  him,  and  asoertdn  the  cause 
of  his  detntion.  Th^  denied  the  Khng's  right 
to  imprison.  Tbe  Eji^  wrote  to  the  Speaker, 
"  severely  reprobating  those  fiery  and  popular 
spirits  of  sMne  of  the  House  of  Commons,  who 
had  presumed  to  ar^e  and  debate  publicly  of 
matters  far  above  their  reach  and  capacity,  tend- 
ing to  our  high  dishonor  and  breach  of  preroga- 
tive royal,"  and  added,  "We  think  ourselves  very 
free  and  able  to  punish  any  man's  misdemeanor 
in  Parliament,  as  well  daring  their  uttiog  as 
after,  upon  any  mtn^s  insolent  bebavior  there." 
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In  relation  to  said  remarks  of  the  King,  Mr. 
Orew,  in  the  Honse  of  Commona,  asserting  mi 
maintaimng  the  privileges  of  the  Honse,  stud, 
"  If  we  should  jield  onr  liberties  to  be  bat  of 
grace,  these  wfdls,  that  have  known  the  holding 
of  them  for  so  many  years,  wonld  blnah." 
James  the  Fi  rst,  in  the  laxignage  of  the  historian, 
'*  was  an  arbitrary  monarch,  wishing  to  trample 
on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  tiie  people."  In 
tbe  fifth  year  of  Oharles  L,  John  EUiot, 
Denidl  Bmia.  and  Beiriamln  Valmtoe  were 
indicted,  triedl  and  oonvicted,  for  words  spoken 
by  them  in  debate  in  the  House  of  Ckimmcms, 
and  sentenced  to  pay  fines  and  be  imprisoned, 
Snch  proceedings  were  condemned  by  the 
Honse  of  Commons,  and  a^ndged  a  breach  of 
tlieir  privileges. 

"  Every  obstmction  in  their  (the  Honse  of 
Commons)  dnties,  by  a  stranger,  by  assaulting, 
challenging,  or  insulting  any  sii^tle  represrata- 
Uve  of  the  Honse  of  Oonmions,  has,  from  the 
middle  of  the  sixteenth  century  downwuds, 
been Justly  deemed  a  breach  of  privilege,  and 
an  offenoe  agunst  the  whole  body."  (Euulam's 
Constitatlonal  History,  p.  86a)  "  I  understand 
it  to  be  clearly  part  of  the  law  and  onstom  of 
Parliament,  that  each  House  may  inquire  into 
and  imprison  for  breaches  of  privU^^  and  that 
an  assault  on  members  is  a  breath  of  privilege." 
(Hargrave's,  Jurid.  Argnment,  vol.  2,  p.  188.  1 
Ohitty's  BlackstoDC,  p.  164,  &o.  and  Ohitty's 
Kotes.   8  State  Trials,  28.   4  Inst.,  fol.  00.) 

The  power  to  arrest  and  ponish  fop  breaches 
of  privilege  is  so  clear,  that  all  the  judges  of  Eng- 
land have,  for  more  than  two  centuries,  du- 
oUdmed  aU  power  and  all  jurisdiction  to  dis- 
bbarge  on  habecu  corpus  a  person  thus  com- 
mitted by  the  Honse  <tf  Oommons,  or  to  inquire 
into  the  eanse  of  tiw  oommitamt.  And  thto 
rule  was  adopted  as  well  in  relation  to  tbe  Lord 
Mayor  of  Loodon,  and  tbe  nobles  of  the  land, 
as  the  commoner.  In  support  of  this  assertion, 
I  win  only  refer  to  the  case  of  tiie  Earl  of 
Shaftesbury,  in  1677.  (6  State  Trials,  1270. 
8  St.  Trials,  p.  80.)  The  Aylesboir  men.  (2 
Ld.  Raymond's  Sep.,  1106.)  Case  of  Alexan- 
der Murray,  in  1751.  (1  Will.  Kep.,  29S.) 
Flower's  case.  (8  Term.  Bep„  828.)  And  the 
case  of  Brass  Crosby,  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
in  1771.   (3  Willson's  Rep.,  188.) 

About  the  year  1810,  Sir  Francis  Bnrdett 
was  committed  to  the  Tower  for  a  breach  of 
the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
broD^  his  aetionin  the  Court  of  Sng's  Bench 
against  Sir  Charles  Abbott,  the  then  Speaker 
m  the  Hooae  of  Commons,  and  declared  against 
him  in  trespass  for  assault  and  battery,  and 
false  imprisonment.  Tbe  defendant  pleaded, 
in  justification,  the  proceedings  and  order  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  his  warrant  issued  in 
pursuance  of  such  orders,  to  commit  the  plain- 
tiff to  the  Tower.  To  this  plea  the  plaintiff  de- 
murred. The  case  was  ai^ed  by  Mr.  Holroyd, 
at  very  great  length,  for  Sir  Frauds  Bnrdett. 
In  bis  argument,  he  reviewed  all  tiie  cases  in 
England. 


Lord  EUenboroogfa,  Chief  Jnslioe,  in  ^itb. 
ing  his  opinion,  in  like  manner,  reviewed  sDtb 
adjudged  oases,  the  hi^xny  and  tbe  privily 
of  ParliameDt,  and  overTuled  the  demurrer,  m 
which  decision  all  the  judges  ooncorred.  (u 
East's  Rep.,  p.  1.)  The  caose  was  carried  br 
Sir  Francis  to  the  Court  of  Exchequer  CltiDt- 
ber,  and  there  argued  by  other  counsel  forti* 
pluntifi;  when  Mr.  Mansfield,  the  thM  Gad 
Jnstice  oi  the  Oonunon  Fleaa^  deliwed  fin 
unanimous  opinion  <tf  tbe  ooort,  erafiinnivfiw 
decision  of  the  King's  Bench.  (4  Taunt  Bem 
p.  401.)  The  cause  was  then  carried  bjSr 
fVanois,  by  writ  of  error,  to  the  House  of  Lorii 
And  there,  as  a  last  effinrt,  he  availed  himsdf 
the  extensive  learning  imd  exalted  taknls  of 
Lord  Brougham,  tbe  present  ChanoelI<H-  of  Eng- 
land. When  Lord  Brougham  bad  finished  lti< 
long  and  able  argument,  the  defendant's  ocmi- 
sel  was  stopped  by  hord  Eldon,  and,  t&a  i 
brief  opinion  delivered  by  Lord  £r8kine,tbe 
House  of  Lords  onanimondy  affirmed  tbe  deci- 
sion of  the  Ooortsof  Single  BaMhudthe 
Exchequer  Chamber.  flS  Dowels  Vwr.  Rep;, 
16S,  199.)  Arrests  and  inqffistnmeBti  veit 
then  adopted  by  both  Honses  of  Paxfiimait 
for  the  last  three  centuries,  for  breach  rf  ft* 
privileges  of  either  House  by  m embers  or  by 
strangers,  in  restraint  as  well  of  the  officers  of 
the  court,  and  the  insolence  and  tyranny  of  the 
Tojal  prerogative  and  power,  as  of  iDoinditil 
lawless  violence,  sustained  by  all  elementvf 
writers,  and  all  the  jadges  of  England.  Awtag 
those  judges  were  Sir  Midiael  Foster,  the  pojw- 
lar  judge,  the  advocate  and  firm  supporur  d 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people ;  snd  So* 
Matthew  Hale,  who  had  collated  tbe  lavs  ai 
otmatitntions  of  all  ooontries  and  all  agni  ^ 
ermine  of  whoee  robes  was  never  sowed  by 
■leanneae  or  l^Jnatioe,  vboee  whole  HA  wtf 
pure  as  the  dews  of  Homon,  and  when  integ- 
rity and  entire  character  was  a  noble  enlogj 
on  human  nature,  and  added  dignity  to  nuiL 
Among  the  members  of  Parliament  vho  sm- 
tinned  the  principles  for  which  I  contcDd,  w» 
William  Pitt,  the  elder.  Earl  of  Chatham,  wntr- 
abile  nomen.  Edmund  Burke,  the  frieod  « 
freedom,  of  this  country  in  her  revdutioni^ 
struggle,  of  oppressed  Ireland,  andtheoppiw* 
in  India,  in  whose  works,  with  sMue  ptJiti* 
heresies,  are  more  general  maxims  in  poKw 
and  morals,  founded  on  a  thorough  knoideog' 
of  history  and  human  natnre.  wM  to  tM 
■tatesinan,  and  adefited  to  all  times  oA  ^ 
oountries,  than  are  to  befonnd  in  thevoi^" 
any  other  anther ;  a  man  who  drew  his  m*^ 
pfaors  and  illmtrations  from  all  nature,  vA 
every  art  and  science ;  whoee  feeliiigs  were  U- 
dent,  the  virions  of  whoee  fancy  were  bng^ 
whose,  genius,  cultivated,  polished, 
awf&ened,  soothed,  instnicted,  aronsed,inspu^ 
was  penel3*ating  as  electric  fire,  and  biigbt  ti 
tbe  lightning's  flash,  and  whose  path  was  s^' 
did  as  the  galaxy  of  heaven.  With  him  ^ 
the  younger  Pitt,  Sheridan,  Erskine,  uA 
I  splendid  lomiiuHieei  whioh uirev  ixM>&»^ 
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and  edipsed  all  the  otilier  and  minor  li^te  of 
flie  ooantry,  if  not    the  age,  in  whidi  thejr  lived. 

The  power  to  oommit  and  to  pnniBh  for  the 
breaoh  of  the  privUeges  <^  this  Hoose  is  alao 
.  shown  by  analMNMU  oasee  in,  and  hj  the  prao- 
tioe  and  prooee&igs  o^  this  House.  Under  the 
srtiolesof  coofbderatioDjand  in  the  Oongresa  of 
1777,  it  was  by  the  Honse  "  Besolved,  that 
Oonning  Bedford  has  been  gniltj  of  a  high 
breach  of  the  privilc$;es  of  this  House,  in  send- 
ing a  ohallenf^  to  one  of  itsmembera  for  words 
spoken  by  mm  in  this  House  in  the  conrse  of 
debate."   In  December,  1796,  on  information 

S'ven  by  Ueasra.  SmitL  Unm^,  Giles,  and 
nek,  then  members  of  the  Houae,  Robert  Ran- 
dall sod  Oharles  Whitney  were  arrested  by  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  by  order  £f  the  Honse, 
for  '*  a  ooDt«nptto,  and  breach  of  the  privileges 
<tf  this  Honse,  in  an  unwarrantable  attempt  to 
oormpt  the  integrity  of  its  members."  Wit- 
neesee  were  examined  at  the  bar  of  the  House, 
and  the  said  Bt^ert  Randall  was  adjudged 
guilty,  by  a  vote  of  seventy-eight  to  seventeen. 
Among  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  with 
many  other  diBtingnisLed  names,  are  the  names 
of  Henry  Dearborn,  Williua  Findleyj  Albert 
QallaUn,  William  B.  Giles,  Samuel  Smith,  now 
in  the  Senate,  and  Edward  Livingston,  the 
presoit  SeoretazT  tft  fitate. 

Daring  the  same  session  of  Oongress,  and  in 
March.  1706,  Mr.  Madison,  late  President  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  Committee  on  Privi- 
leges, reported  that  James  Gnnn,  and  Fredmck 
Frelinghuysen,  Seoators,  were  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  the  privil^^  of  the  House,  in  sending  and 
bearing  a  challenge  from  said  Gunn  to  Mr. 
Baldwm,  a  distinguished  member  of  the  House 
from  Georgia;  but  from  letters  addressed  to 
the  committee,  and  reported  to  the  Honse,  con- 
taining satisfactory  otologies  and  acknowledg- 
ments, any  further  proceedings  were  deemed 
unnecessary,  and  such  report  was  adopted 
without  a  division.  These  two  cases  occurring 
but  a  few  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution, while  the  sages  who  flvmed  that  in- 
strument yet  lived,  contain  an  express  recogni- 
tion of  the  power  to  arrest  and  to  punish. 

In  1826,  one  Russel  Jarvis  committed  an  as- 
sault upon  the  private  secretary  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent Adams,  in  the  rotundo  of  the  capitol,  im- 
mediately after  he  had  delivered  a  Message  from 
the  President  to  the  House,  and  while  he  was 
proceeding  with  another  Message  to  the  S^iate. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  the 
subject,  a  m^ority  of  whom  reported  that  the 
assault  was  an  act  done  in  contempt  of  the  a,u- 
thority  and  dignity  of  the  Honse,  invtdving  a 
violation  of  its  own  peculiar  privil^ies."  That 
"  if  the  representatives  of  the  peoiue  han  lutt 
the  power  ta  punish  an  aasaolt  committed  un- 
der these  oiroumstanoea,  then  are  they  destitute 
of  a  power  which  belongs  to  the  most  inferior 
judicial  tribunal  in  tiie  country.  The  power  of 
punishing  for  contempt  is  not  peculiar  to  the 
common  law  of  Biwland ;  It  belongs  essentially 
to  every  judi^  tnbanalr  and  to  evoy  kgidfr- 
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tive  body.  The  Eo^ish  law  of  «ont«ai)t8,  as 
such,  has  not  sorely  the  slightest  authority  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Umted  States^  yet  the 
power  of  that  court  to  vindicate  its  dignity,  and 
preserve  its  officers  from  ontrt^^  during  its  see- 
sion,  will  scarcely  be  questioned.  In  like  man- 
ner, although  the  Parliamentary  law  of  England, 
as  such,  can  have  no  authority,"  that  is,  no 
binding  influence,  '*  here,  yet  eH  the  legislative 
bodies  in  the  Union  act  upon  its  rules.  The 
power  in  question  grows  out  of  the  great  law 
of  self-preservation/*  The  committee  report- 
ed pne  resolution,  declaring  the  smd  Jarvis 
goilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of,  and 
meriting  the  censure  of  the  House,  and,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  wpoxt^  another  resolntion, 
that  it  was  not  expedient  to  have  any  fruther 
proceedings  in  the  case.  They  also  stated  there 
was  but  a  bare  minority  of  the  committee  in 
favor  of  the  second  resolution,  the  minwity  b&- 
lieving  that  it  was  expedient  to  vindicate  the 
dignity  of  the  Hoose,  by  inflicting  some  punidi- 
ment  for  the  violations  of  its  privileges.  Much 
reliance  has  been  placed  by  some  on  the  report 
of  t^e  minority  of  that  committee.  When  it  is 
ascertained  that  at  one  moment  they  innsted 
the  House  had  no  power  to  punish,  and  in  the 
next  contended  that  the  House,  to  vindicate  its 
dignity,  without  anthcvity,  ami  in  defiance  d 
all  law,  should  pnni^  the  aoeused,  it  is  dieer- 
frilly  submitted  to  the  House  to  say  in  what 
spint  the  minority  report  was  made,  and  to  how 
much  coDuderation  it  is  entitied.  The  power 
contended  for  then,  is  sanctioned  by  the  Legi»- 
latnres  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  by 
the  proceedings  and  practice  of  this  House  un- 
der the  articles  of  confederation,  and  under  the 
present  constitution  of  the  United  States,  for 
more  than  flfty  years,  approved  by  the  judicdal 
decisions  of  the  superior  courts  of  many  of  the 
States,  and  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States. 

The  power  to  comnut  and  to  punish  for  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  Hoose  is,  in  the 
present  instance,  shown  also  by  a  fair  interpre- 
tation of  that  part  of  the  mxth  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  provides  that  members  of  Con- 
gress "shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felmiy, 
and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from 
arrest  during  their  attendance  at  the  session  of 
their  respective  Houses,  and  in  going  to  and 
returning  from  the  same ;  and  for  any  speech 
or  debate  in  either  Honse  they  shall  not  be 
qoestioued  in  any  other  place." 

Did  the  framers  of  the  constitution  intemd  to 
secure  the  persons  membm  fivm  arrest  and 
imprisonment,  and  yet  leave  them  suUeotto 
individaal  lawless  violettae !  Did  thw  mtend 
to  take  fkom  the  courts  and  their  officers  tha 
power  to  arrest  by  law,  and  yet  give  authority 
to  individuals  to  beat  with  clubs,  wound,  maim, 
and  entirely  disable  members  of  Congress  from 
serving  their  constituents  or  their  country  ? 

Did  they  intend  to  forbid  that  Inembere 
should  he  qne^icnied  for  words  spoken  in  dd- 
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bate  in  eithec  Eottae,  and  jet  permit  tbem  to 
be  knocked  down  in  silence,  and  their  lives  en- 
dangered ?  Did  they  intend  that,  as  to  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  society  should  be  resolved 
into  its  first  principles,  where  strength  and 
power  give  right,  and  the  weakeat  is  compelled 
to  yield  to  the  strongest? 

The  power  to  commit  and  to  pnnish  for  a 
breach  of  the  privil^ee  of  this  House  is  also 
shown,  ^nstified  and  proved  by  necessity,  the 
great  prmciplea  of  pnblio  policy,  the  preserva- 
tion of  freedom  of  debate,  the  independenoe  of 
members,  and  the  Uberty  of  the  dtizen.  The 
right  and  the  power  are  as  beneficial  and  India-, 
peusable  as  Uiey  are  aadent  and  established. 
"  Such  power  is  a  necessary  protection  against 
lawless  violence  and  the  insolence  of  power ; 
the  minority  are  boond  to  respect,  and  indeed 
have  respected,  the  rights  of  every  member, 
however  obnoxious  to  them,  on  all  questions  of 
privilege."  (S  HalUm'a  Oonstitiittonal  History, 
p.  868.) 

Woidd  to  God  that  were  the  case  here,  that 
every  <m6  ooold  and  would  feel  that  an  insult, 
or  a  wrong  d<Hie  to  an  individual  member, 
"however  obaorioos,"  was  a  ecmtempt  and 
violaU(m  of  the  honor  and  dignity,  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  whole  House  I 

Lord  Erskine,  in  delivering  his  opinion  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  in  the  case  of  Burdett, 
said:  **The  House  of  Commons,  like  every 
other  tribunal,  most  have  the  power  to  protect 
itaelf  from  obstruction  and  insult,  and  to  main- 
tain its  dignity  and  diaracter.  If  the  dignity  of 
the  House  is  not  maintuned,  its  sun  is  set, 
never  to  be  lighted  up  agidn."  Such  power 
has  often  been  said  to  be  "one  of  the  most 
important  safegoards  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
the  people?*  It  was  said  by  Lord  Coke 
that "  the  liberties  and  prtvU^^  of  Parliament 
are  the  very  heart-stnngs  of  the  common- 
wealth." 

Lord  EUenborough,  late  Chief  Justice  of  Eng- 
land, in  deUvering  his  opiuon  in  l3ie  case  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  remarked,  "  I  have  said 
that,  a  priori,  If  thore  were  no  firecedents  upon 
the  Bul^ect,  no  legislative  requintion,  no  prac- 
tice or  opinions  in  the  courts  of  law,  recogniz- 
ing BQch  an  authority,  it  would  still  be  essen- 
tially necessary  for  the  Honaes  of  Parliament  to 
have  it ;  indeed^  t^t  they  would  sink  into  ntter 
contempt  and  mefficiency  without  it.  Could 
it  be  eiqieoted  that  they  should  stand  high  in 
the  estimaticm  and  reverence  of  the  people,  it 
whenever  tiiey  were  insulted  they  were  obliged 
to  wait  tiie  comparatively  slow  proceedings  of 
the  ordinary  coorta  of  law  for  their  redress ! 
They  certainly  must  have  the  power  of  self- 
vindication  and  self-protection  in  their  own 
hands."  The  like  opinions  were  entertained 
and  expressed  by  the  Supreme  Coort  of  the 
United  States,  in  Hiq  case  of  Anderson,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  power  and  authority  of  both  Houses 
of  Conpesa.  Aj^un,  it  was  said  by  Judge  Piatt, 
in  delivering  his  opinion  in  the  court  of  errors 
In  the  State  of  ITew  York,  in  the  caseofYates 


M.  Lansing,  "  that  the  right  of  pnmdung  lijr 
summary  conviction  is  inherent  in  all  oovti 
of  justice  and  legislative  assemblies,  andii» 
sential  to  their  protection  and  existnioe.  Tie 
experience  of  ages  has  demonrtrated  that  tbe 
power  is  perfecUy  compatible  with  dvilUbotr. 
and  auxiliary  to  the  purest  ends  of  justice;'^  i 
The  far-fiamed,  the  liberal,  and  the  enhgfata»d  ! 
Charles  James  Fox,  in  the  House  of  Cobbwo^ 
in  the  ease  of  3oaa  Beevea,  sud,  "  fas  edM 
upon  the  Honse  to  oome  forward  in  tie  visii- 
cation  of  their  privilege^  th^  ^ni^,  and  j 
their  existence,"  and  caUed  th«  prin^noftbe 
Hoose  "The  Code  of  Liberty."   Not  oalyii 
such  power  supported  and  sustained  by  ^  n-  ' 
thority  of  illustrioDB  names,  and  by  the  opimcu 
and  wisdom  of  iUnstrioos  men,  but  it  u  reject- 
fully  submitted  that  it  strongly  oommendBibetf 
to  the  sober  judgment  and  soand  commoc  seoM 
of  mankind.  '  It  is  the  remark  of  an  able  (tata- 
man  and  distingui^cd  jurist  of  Great  Briuin, 
that  "Government  rests  in  a  great  degree  m 
public  opinion ;  and  that,  if  evo*  tbe  time  alull 
come  when  factious  men  will  overtom  (he  Gm^ 
ernment  of  the  country,  they  will  begia  (Mr 
work  by  calumniating  tiie  courts  of  jiunoe,  bA 
both  Houses  of  Parliament."   So  in  tiiis  apon-  i 
bj,  if  factions  men  shall  ever  destroy  our  cat-  i 
stitution,  and  overtam  our  happy  form  of  Got-  | 
ernment,  they  will  b^nn  their  work  by  oIob- 
niating  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  St^  i 
and  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  by  imjiof 
to  them  those  powers  necessary  for  their  df- 
preservation  and  their  very  existence.  Ti*- 
out  such  power,  tiie  two  Hooses  of  Coagtm, 
to  all  honorable,  to  all  useful  purposes,  avA 
cease  to  exist   If  they  have  no  power  to  re- 
strain violence,  and  most  suffer  their  memUn 
to  be  beaten  in  the  streets  like  dogs,  the;  viu 
Boon  become  contemptible.   If  their  membm 
may  be  wonnded,  m^med,  and  disaUed,  «m 
yet  they  have  no  power  to  pnnish,  iai||<Hiu(* 
in  the  House  may  be  ohangeo,  bills  of  Aitel  u- 
terest  to  the  whoi»  country  may  he  defeat^ 
bills  the  most  tyrannic  and  unjust  maj  » 
passed ;  minorities  may  legislate  for,  toi  n 
the  House  of  Bepreeentatives,  ^ve  FraidN'' 
to  the  pe^e,  and  thns  destroy  tin  prinuiT 
maxims  ana  fint  prindplea  of  repuUicaa  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  two  Honsee  might  be  left  wiUiontenD 
a  quomm  of  members  for  the  traneaetion  of 
business ;  the  timid  and  the  weak  wonld 
place,  in  the  Halls  of  Oongress,  to  the 
the  athletic,  and  the  bold ;  age,  and  the  wwm 
of  years  <rf  ezperienccy  wonld  riTefdaoetetM 
yoathfol,  the  middle  aged,  and  the  ^iS^"^'  j 
eloquence  would  be  mute,  (he  energies  of  hub*' 
would  be  palsied,  and  all  manly  iS^aidw'W 
and  nobleness  of  soul  wonld  be  losL  To  fi*- 
vent  snch  deplorable  consequences,  tirt  neces- 
sity of  the  power  contended  for  lias  beeH"> 
knowledgedand  exercised  in  all  l^^ieU^TB'^ 
semblies,  ancient  and  modem,  in  the  '^'fJ* 
well  as  the  most  [Kdished  ages;  intheFwnU''' 
of  Greece,  Borne,  and  Venice^  among  w 
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oient  Germaoa,  and.ln  the  FarliameDts  of  Paris. 
Saoh  power  is  enstained  hy  the  Uws  of  natnre, 
self-defence,  and  self-preservation,  as  expUoned 
and  enfbned  tattbe  writings  of  Faffbndorff  and 
footfall,  01^  declared  by  Jnatice  Johnson,  in 
theoaseof  Andencm,  to  be  inherent  In,  and  to 
exist  frem  neoewity  in  this  Honse.  If  we  have 
no  privileges,  or  if  we  have  pririleges,  and 
are  without  tiie  power  to  enforce  them, 
how  mtoerable,  how  helpless  Is  onr  sitnation  I 
We  are  erery  moment  exposed  to  lodividnal 
lawless  violenoe  (md  the  assaults  and  attacks 
of  ^wer.  Exerm^g  a  high  constitntion- 
aL  inqnisitorial  power  over  all  the  civil 
officers  of  the  Government,  from  the  highest  to 
the  lowest,  and  a  power  to  present  tor  trial 
by  impeachment  for  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanois,  it  is  vasfly  important  to  the  pare  ad- 
miniBtration  of  the  Government,  the  eiposnre 
ot  fraud  and  corraptiion,  and  the  preserraHon 
of  th«  i^ti^  Uberties,  and  Utbs  of  the  people, 
that  the  members  of  this  Honse  should  be  left 
fiee  to  act,  unbiassed  and  unawed  by  bribes,  by 
flattery,  by  fear,  by  violence,  or  by  the  denun- 
dationa,  threats,  or  insolence  of  Executive 
power.  The  Areedom  of  action  in  this  House 
onoe  destroyed,  there  is  no  harrier  between 
thepeople  and  arbitrary  power. 

W  hen  Hr.  X>.  ooncladed  it  was  nine  o'clock ; 
the  House  manifested  mnohimpatieQce,  and  the 
Hall  resounded  with  cries  for  the  question. 

Mr.  Etans,  of  Maine,  demanded  that  it  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays ;  which  was  ordered. 

The  foUowlng  resuntion,  introdnoed  by  Mr. 
HupBB,  was  then  read ; 

"Jteiolved,  That  Samuel  HooBtOD,  now  in  custody 
of  the  Sergeaot-at-Arms,  should  be  forthwith  dia* 
charged." 

And  thai  the  followhig  snlMtitate,  proposed 
by  Mr.  HmmHOTON : 

**  That  Samuel  Houston  has  been  gnQty  of  aoou- 
tempt  and  vlolaUon  of  tiie  privileges  of  this  House." 

And  the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
snhstatnte^t  was  decided  by — ^yeas  106,  nays  89. 

So  Mr.  HmmNOTON's  amendment  was  adopt- 
ed. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Hajcpkb,  as  amended 
by  Mr.  HuNTiiioTON,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clat  now  offered  his  fonuer  amendment, 
in  the  form  of  a  resolution. 

Mr.  HuMmaioN  theremwn  moved  the  fol- 
lowing aa  an  amradment  of  Mr,  OuT^s  resola- 
tion: 

*'  That  Samuel  Hoiuton  be  brought  to  the  bar  of 
the  House  on  Houday  next  at  twelve  o'clock,  and 
be  there  reprimanded  hj  the  Speaker  for  the  con- 
tend and  violation  of  the  privUesesof  the  Honse 
which  he  has  been  guilty,  and  that  be  be  dis- 
from  the  custody  of  the  Sergeaut.at-Arms. 
t  Sunael  Houston  be  excladed  from  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  privilege  conferred  by  the  ISth  stand, 
ing  rule  of  the  House."  [This  role  confers  the  priv- 
ilege of  admission  on  the  floor  of  the  Hou»  on  all 
who  have  at  any  time  heretofore  been  members  of 
dther  House  of  OoDgrBaail 
TouXL--44 


[H.  or  B, 

The  question  being  about  to  be  put  on  Mr. 
Hustinqton's  resolutions, 

Mr.  Olat  demanded  a  division  of  the  qaes- 
lion. 

The  quests  was  then  stated  to  be  rai  the 
first  branch  ot  the  amendment,  which  was  in 
the  following  words ; 

"  That  Samuel  Houston  be  brought  to  the  bar  of 
the  House  on  Monday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  and 
be  there  reprimanded  by  Uie  E^aker  for  the  ooDr 
tempt  and  violation  of  the  Privileges  of  the  Hooae 
of  which  he  has  been  gtdlty,  and  that  he  be  dis- 
charged from  the  custody  of  the  Seigean^atAnas." 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Hunmra- 
ton's  first  amendment,  (for  a  reprimand,)  and 
decided  1^  yeas  and  niLys  as  followB— yeas  106, 
nays  89. 

8o  the  resolntion  was  agreed  to. 

The  ques(i<m  tiien  came  np  on  the  second 
resolution,  (for  exdilding  front  the  privileged 
seats.) 

The  qnestiw  was  then  taken  on  the  senmd 
resolution,  and  dedded  by 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Adams,  0.  Allan,  Allison,  Ap- 
pleton,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Babcook,  Banks,  John 
3.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barrbger,  Baratow,  Isaac  G. 
Bates,  Briggs,  Bullard,  Burges,  Cahoon,  Ghoate, 
Coke,  Collier,  Lewis  Conthct,  Klas  Condit,  £. 
Cooke,  Sates  Gooke, .  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane, 
Cretghton,  Daniel,  John  Davis,  Dearborn,  Denny, 
Dickson,  Doddridge,  Ellsworth,  Oeorge  Evans, 
Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett, 
Felder,  GrenneU,  Griflan,Hei8ter,  Hodges,  Hughes, 
Huntington,  IngersoU,  Irvin,  Jenifer,  Kendali,  Kerr, 
Leteher,  Hanhall,  Haxw^  Bobert  McCoy,  Ho- 
Duffie,  McKay,  McKennan,  Hercer,  Milligan,  New* 
ton,  Fearce,  Pendleton,  Potts,  Bando^t,  Jdui 
Reed,  Root,  Ruasel,  Semmes,  William  B.  Shepard, 
.Slsde,  Southard,  Spence,  Stewart,  Stons,  &Uher* 
land,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Vance,  TerpUnck, 
YintOQ,  Washington,  Watmongh,  Wilkin,  EUsha 
WhitUesey,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  WickMe,  Wil- 
liams, Young. — 90. 

Nats. — ^Hessis.  Alexander,  Robert  Allan,  An- 
derson, Angel,  Archer,  Ashley,  James  Bates,  Beards- 
ley,  Bell,  Bergen,  Bethune,  James  Blair,  John 
Bt^,  Bonok,  Boul<tin,  John  Brodhead,  John  0. 
Brodbead,  Buoher,  Bard,  Cambreleng,  Otrr,  Oarson, 
Chandler,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Clayton,  Conner,  Craig, 
Crawford,  Davenport,  Dayan,  Dewart,  Doubleday, 
Drayton,  Duncan,  Fitxgerald,  Ford,  Foster,  Gaither, 
Olhnore.  Gordon,  Thomas  fi.  Hall,  William  Hall, 
Hammons,  Hanter,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hofflnan, 
Bogan,  Holland,  Horn,  Hubbard,  Hirie,  Jarvis, 
Jewett,  B.  H.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Charies  a 
Johnston,  Eavanagh,  John  King,  Hemy  King, 
Lamar,  Lan^g,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Lewis, 
Lyon,  Mann,  Mardis,  Mason,  UcGarty,  William 
McCoy,  Hclntire,  Thomas  R.  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg, 
Kewnao,  Kuckolls,  Person,  Pitcher,  Plummer,  Polk, 
Edward  0.  Beed,  Rencher,  Roane,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
&nlth,  Soule,  ^^t,  Standifer,  Stephens,  Fiands 
Thomas,  Philemon  Thomas,  Wiley  nwmpsoB,  John 
ThmnsoD,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Wheel- 
er, Worthington.— 101. 

Mr.  Jehivsb  and  Mr.  Kcbb  ofEiared  ftnfher 
amendments,  going  to  confine  the  adudon  to 


C<U6  ofSamua  Bwxtm, 
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the  pnBent  session  of  Congresa,  bat  withdrew 
them ;  uid  the  qoestion  was  &aal]y  taken  on 
the  reeolutioa  as  amended,  and  decided  hj 
jeas  and  nays  as  foUowB— yeaa  96,  n^ra  84, 


IfoNDAT,  May  14. 

Ca$e    Samuel  S&utton. 

The  Ohaib  having  annonnoed  the  expiration 
of  the  hoar, 

Mr.  Abobsb  s^d  that  before  Samuel  HonBton 
should  be  put  to  the  bar,  he  had  a  paper  which 
he  wished  to  tender  to  the  Hoaae  In  behalf  of 
the  accused.  It  contained  what  the  accused 
believed  he  had  a  right  to  state  orally  to  the 
House ;  bnt  the  deep  respect  be  felt  for  this 
body  had  indnced  him  first  to  submit  it  in 
writing,  and  obtain  perraissiou  to  offer  it  at  the 
bar.  The  paper  was  drawn  up  in  the  most 
respectful  language. 

Mr.  BmtQss  inquired  of  the  Ohair  what  was 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  Abobeb  sud,  a  moti(m,  which  woold  im- 
mediately be  ofibred,  viz.,  that  the  acoosed 
have  Uberty  to  read  the  paper  to  which  Mr. 
A.  referred,  when  he  ahoald  be  placed  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  to  receive  Ihe  rebuke  which 
the  Speaker  had  been  ordered  to  administer. 

After  some  desultory  conversation,  the  paper 
was  read  at  the  Olerk's  table,  as  follows; 

3b  the  honort^  tht  Soote  of  Btpruenta^vn  of 
the  United  SUOet: 

The  acotued,  now  at  the  bar  (tf  the  Honse,  idcs 
leave  reBpectfuUy  to  state — 

That  he  ouderstanda  he  is  now  brought  before 
the  House  to  receive  a  reprimand  from  the  Speak- 
er, in  execaUon  of  the  sentence  pronounced  apon 
him. 

Was  he  to  Kobmit  hi  silence  to  soeh  a  sentence, 
it  m^hl  hnpl;  that  he  reoogoised  the  aathori^  of 
the  House  to  impose  it. 

He  cannot  consent  that  it  shall  be  thus  implied. 
He  considers  it  a  mode  of  punishment  unknown  to 
our  laws,  and  if  not  forbidden  by  the  proliibition  of 
the  oooatitution  agunst  "  unusual  pnniahments," 
yetlnconMstent  wiui  the  spirit  of  our  institutions, 
and  unfit  to  be  inflicted  upon  a  free  dtizen. 

He  thinks  proper  to  add,  in  making  this  decla- 
ration, that  he  haa  been  nnwilEng  to  trouble  the 
House. 

That  thougb  he  believes  the  whole  proceeding 
against  him,  as  well  as  the  sentence  he  now  objects 
to,  unwarranted  by  the  constitution  of  his  country, 
yet  drcnnutanoes  may  exist  to  justify  or  excuse  a 
ditiaen  in  determining  (as  he  has  done  on  this  occa- 
rion)  to  suffer  in  sUent  patience  wliatever  the  House 
may  think  proper  to  enforce. 

8AMTJXL  HOITSTOK. 

MajfU. 

Mr.  Abohbk  then  moved  that  when  the  ac- 
cused should  be  brought  to  the  bar,  he  be  per- 
mitted to  tender  this  paper,  and  that  it  should 
be  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  House  as  part 
of  the  trial.  > 

Mr.  £.  Etkkrtt  demanded  a  division  of  ^e 
question  upon  this  motion ;  apon  which 


Mr.  Abohes  withdrew,  for  the  present,  the 
latter  clause,  and  the  flistpartof  theieacratiat 

was  agreed  to. 

8amnel  Houston  was  now  pnt  to  the  bar,  and 
informed  by  the  Speaker  that  he  had  liberty  to 
present  the  pi^r  above  referred  to. 

The  accused  then  presented  the  paper,  ud  it 
was  again  read  by  the  Olerk. 

The  E^primand. 
The  Spxaxkb  then  pronoanced  the  reprimand 
required  by  the  vote  of  the  House,  for  the  con- 
tempt of  the  House,  and  lireaoh  of  privik«e 
thereof;  committed  hj  General  Hoostmi,  ia  the 
following  words : 

Samuel  Simton :  Ton  have  been  charged  with  a 
Tiola^n  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  House 
of  BepreseDtativea,  in  having  offered  personal  vio- 
lence to  one  of  its  members  for  words  epokM  la 
debate.  In  exercising  the  high  and  delicate  power  ' 
of  ascertaining  and  vindicating  their  own  privOegefl^ 
the  Honse  have  proceeded  throughout  tnia  invetd- 
gation,  and  in  relation  to  your  mdividual  ri^ta, 
with  all  that  deliberation  and  caution  which  ought 
to  eharaoteiize  the  digoifled  and  moral  jBSttoe  of 
such  an  aasemUy. 

You  have  been  heard  in  person  in  yoor  def«Ke ; 
you  have  been  ably  and  eloquently  defended  by 
eminent  counsel,  and  every  facility  afforded  yOQ  to 
place  your  cause  fully  and  fairly  before  the  House, 
and  to  urge  upon  its  consideration  matters  of  priD> 
dple  as  well  as  of  ftct,  in  explanation  and  jasl£Gcap 
tion  of  your  conduct. 

Whatever  the  motives  or  causes  may  bare  bees, 
which  led  to  the  act  of  violence  committed  by  yoa, 
your  conduct  has  been  pronounced,  by  the  soleniD 
judgment  of  the  House,  to  be  a  high  breach  of  their 
rights  and  privileges,  and  to  demand  their  mari^ed 
disapprobation  and  censure. 

l4  in  fnifilling  the  order  of  the  Honse,  I  wen 
called  upon,  as  its  {Mending  officer,  to  reprimand 
an  indlndiuu  uneducated  and  uoinformed,  it  migbt 
be  expected  that  I  should  endeavor,  as  far  aa  I  was 
able,  to  impress  upon  him  the  importance  and  pro- 
priety of  sedulously  guarding  from  viohiUon  the 
rights  and  privileges  secured  to  the  members  of  this 
House  by  our  invaluable  constitution.  Bat,  wben 
addresung  a  citizen  of  your  character  and  intdK- 
genoe,  and  one  who  has  himself  been  honored  by 
Uie  people  with  a  seat  in  this  House,  it  cannot  be 
necessary  that  I  should  add  to  the  duty  enjoined 
upon  me,  by  dwelling  upon  the  character  or  con- 
sequences of  the  offence  with  which  you  have  been 
charged  and  found  guilty.  Whatever  haa  a  ten- 
dea<^  to  impair  the  freedom  of  debate  is  tida 
House — a  freedom  no  lea  sacred  than  the  antfaority 
of  the  c(aistitution  itself;  or  to  detract  from  the  ia* 
dependence  of  the  repiesentativea  of  the  people,  ia 
the  rightful  dischaige  of  their  high  functions,  yon 
are  no  doubt  senable,  must,  in  the  same  proportion, 
weaken  and  degrade  not  only  the  Legislature  of  the 
nation  itself;  but  the  character  of  our  free  instils* 
tions. 

Tour  own  mind  will  saggiest  to  you,  no  doabt, 
more  suitable  reflections  than  any  thing  which  I  can 
say  could  convey.  To  those  reflections  I  am  pre- 
pared to  trust,  not  doubting  that,  had  you  at  the 
time  considered  the  act  of  violence  wtiich  yea  have 
committed,  in  tin  lle^t  In  wluoh  it  has  bees  regard 
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ed  bj  Uw  HotiM,  Toa  would  ham  been  ipared  ita 
^stpiMrolMCion  tnd  eenmre,  tnd  I  tiie  duty  of  de> 
daring  to  yon  the  resnlt  of  it. 

I  forbear  to  at;  nan  than  to  pronoanoe  the 
jad^ent  of  the  Houm,  wtuch  U,  that  you  have 
been  gmlty  of  a  high  breach  of  its  privileges,  and 
that  you  be  reprimanded  therefor,  at  its  bar,  by  the 
Speaker;  and,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the 
House,  I  do  reprimand  you  accorttingly. 

Ton  will  now  ba  eondocted  from  the  bar  of  the 
House,  and  (Uicbarged  from  the  onrtody  of  the 
8ergeant4t>Amu. 

Mr.  Abohkb  now  moved  that  the  paper  pre- 
sented hj  the  UMOsad  be  entered  on  uie  Joivnal 
of  ihB  Hoase. 

Ur.  Ensm  hwina  withdrawn  hie  ol^eotion, 
the  motion  was  agreM  to. 

Bank  <(f  the  United  Statea. 

.  Mr.  Adams,  aa  a  member  of  the  Oomnaittee 
of  Investigation,  made  a  separate  report  on  the 
afEiurs  of  uie  Bank  of  the  United  Btatea,  aooom- 
panied  by  soiidr;  doomnenta,  which  were  or- 
dered to  he  printed. 

On  motion,  10,000  copies  of  all  the  reports 
on  this  subject  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Tdbsdat,  May  15. 

Dec^h  <tf  ih»  E^ytraMtaUoe^  Jimatian 
Sunt,  £kg. 

Soon  after  the  jonmal#f  jesterday  was  read, 

Hr.  EvBKETT,  of  Vermont,  rose,  and  ad- 
dressed the  HoQse  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  It  has  become  my  painful  daty, 
on  behalf  of  my  colleagaes,  to  aanoooce  to  this 
House  the  death  of  one  of  their  number,  the 
htHiorable  Jonateah  Umn,  On  thia  oooasion, 
I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  he  has  long 
been  a  member  of  this  Honse,  and  that  the 
talents  and  assiduity  with  which  he  executed 
his  duties  in  thia  place  were  alike  honorable  to 
himself,  to  this  House,  and  to  his  constituents. 
I  have  known  him  long,  I  have  known  him 
well ;  and  a  purer  spirit  never  inhabited  mor- 
tality. His  place  in  this  House  may,  indeed, 
be  filled,  but  the  void  in  the  affections  of  his 
family,  and  of  his  friends,  can  never  be  fiUed. 

Hr.  £.  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Ruolvtd,  That  the  members  of  the  House  will 
testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  Joutham 
HcKT,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  tUa  Honse  fiom 
the  State  of  Tennont,  by  wearing  crape  oo  the  1^ 
arm  for  the  remaioder  of  the  present  sesdoa  of 
Congren. 

The  resolntion  waa  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EvsBETT  then  said  that,  in  deference  to 
the  expressed  will  of  the  deceased,  and  the 
wishes  of  his  family  and  frioDds,  that  the  fonwal 
of  the  deceased  should  be  private,  he  ahoold 
forbear  to  offer  any  further  resolution. 

Mr.  £.  EvEBBTT  rose,  and  said,  as  it  waa  the 
nsoal  prac^  for  th^  House,  upon  evezr  ooca- 
gjon  <tf  this  nielaiieh<dy  nature^  to  testify  thdir 


[H.  or  R. 

regret  by  some  mark  of  respeot,  he  would  there- 
tan  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

On  this  motlai,  several  gentlemen  addressed 
the  Honse;  and  after  considerable  discussion 
as  to  the  most  appropriate  mode  of  paying  re* 
Bpeot  to  the  deceased,  it  ended  in  the  following 
committee,  viz.,  Mr.  H.  Evxsett,  Mr.  Oahoom, 
Mr.  Sladk,  Mr.  TL  Evbbbtt,  Mr.  TatloBj  Mr. 
Ohoatb,  and  Mr.  L.  Condiot,  being  appomted 
to  superintend  the  ceremonies  to  be  usea  at  the 
foneral,  which  the  House  resolved  should  be 
attend&d  by  the  Speaker,  officer^ and  members, 
as  was  usual  in  similar  cases. 

A  motion  of  adjournment  till  Thursday  then 

Erevailed,  with  an  understanding  that  the  mem- 
ers  would  meet  in  the  Hall  wis  day  at  three 
o'clock,  to  form  bi  procesBion  to  attend  the 
foneraL 

The  House  tiien  a^onmed  to  Thmvdi^. 


TuxsDAT,  May  22. 
SUk  Oulturfi. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  House  went  into 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  BASBiiioaK  in  the 
ohair,  and  took  up  the  bill  to  promote  the  cul- 
ture and  manufacture  of  silk. 

Several  verbal  alterations  were  agreed  there- 
to ;  and  an  amendment,  that  tiie  ^propriation 
of  $40,000,  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Doponcean  for 
the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  bill^  should  be 
pud  aa  ftdlows:  on  the  passing  of  the  Inll, 
110,000;  on  the  Ist  March,  1888,  t90,000;  on 
the  Ist  March,  1884,  $10,000— was  also  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Poxx  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 

dause  of  tiie  biU. 

He  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Pole,  and  decided  Intne  negative — yeas  49, 
nays  68. 

The  oommittee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment. 


Wkdhssdat,  Mat  B8. 
Culture  if  Sill. 

The  House,  on  motica  c£  Mr.  Boor,  took  up 
the  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  culture  of 
sUk. 

Mr.  Pole  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  re- 
new the  motion  to  sbrike  out  tiie  enacting  clause. 
He  wished  to  do  this,  witii  a  idew  of  testing 
the  sense  of  tiie  House  on  this  novel  and  im- 
portant question. 

The  Spbakkk  sdd  that  it  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Pole  then  submitted  the  motion.  He 
obsOTved  that  the  Honse  was  osBed  upon  to 
make  an  appropriation  of  forty  thousand  ddUara 
—for  what  ?  he  would  ask.  why,  nothing  upon 
eertih.  With  respeot  to  the  inadtotion  wmoh 
it  was  proposed  to  establish,  sixty  youn£  men 
were  to  attend  it  at  their  own  expense,  and  even 
pay  their  own  travelling  expenses.  Mx.  D'Ho- 
meigne  was  to  receive  the  sum  he  had  stated 
finr  mstmoting  them  hi  weaving  rilk.  It  was 
Slid  that  the  sum  waa  neoessazy,  in  inxler  that 
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he  mi^t  procure  fixtares  and  other  neoesBary 
artiolesw  At  the  end  of  three  years,  that  gen- 
tlonaa  was  to  reoeWe  the  mtmey,  whether  he 
instrooted  any  csm  pupil  or  not;  whethw  the 
pupil  derived  any  benefit  or  not  from  his  in- 
Btmotion.  Laying  oat  of  view  the  constitu- 
tionality of  eatablishing  this  institation,  it  was, 
he  thought,  a  monstroos  proposition.  Was 
there  any  young  msa.  who  conld  go  to  this  silk- 
weaving  school,  who  would  not  go  to  collie? 
If  he  was  able  to  bear  the  expenses  of  attenmng 
this  school,  he^aB  able  to  he  admitted  iilto  the 
best  coUege  in.  the  United  States,  and  aoqaire  a 
good  edooation.  For  his  part,  he  saw  no  nse  in 
-voting  away  forty  thonsand  dollars.  It  waa  the 
moit  aiiigolar  {oropoation  fae  ever  remembered 
tohftvebeard.  lu.  P.  ocoicliided  by  calling  for 
the  yeas  and  nayi^  which  were  ordered. 
.  lu:.  OoKE,  of  Virginia,  said  that  when  gen- 
Uemen  were  called  npon  to  show  by  the  consti- 
tution their  plea  for  asking  an  wpropriation  of 
this  kind,  they  clumed  to  derive  their  right 
from  the  regidation  of  commerce;  bat  they 
had  not  as  yet  satisfied  hia  mind  as  to  the  pow- 
er which  waa  aet.np.  It  had  been  yesterday 
attempted  to  he  joshed  by  the  establishment 
of  other  institationa;  bo  that,  if  enoroaohments 
had  been  berefatfore  made  on  the  ooastiti^onal 
power,  that  was  to  sore  asareason  fhrmaking 
the  ^ipro^uiation.  At  this  moment,  when  a 
strong  exoitemeot  existed  in  their  connby,  which 
was  most  nniver^  tbere  was  a  claim  made 
upon  it  to  j^re  enoonragement  to  indastry,  in  a 
mode  never  before  thought  o^  and  for  the  ez- 
olosive  benefit  of  a  ungle  individoal,  who  was 
to  give  an  academic  edacation  to  sixty  young 
men,  reoommended  by  the  QovernoTs  of  the 
several  States.  It  was,  indeed,  the  most  ri^o- 
nlous  prefect  he  had  ever  heard  of.  Kr.  0. 
next  combated  this  attempt  to  force  the  conn- 
try  into  an  uoneoeseary  ezpens^  and  said  there 
were  about  uxfar-two  mdlvidnalB  who  did  little 
else  than  see  the  money  of  th^  oonstitaents 
Mtpro^riated  most  liberaUy,  in  order  to  cheri^ 
the  interests  of  another  section  of  the  country. 
The  people  he  (Mj*.  0.)  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, saw  it  and  knew  it ;  and  he  would  ask 
gentlemen  now  to  pause  upon  the  brink  of  the 
Bnbicon. 

Mr.  JsNiFKB  stated  the  reasons  which  had 
led  to  the  reporting  of  the  bill,  and,  after  re- 
citing the  former  mtroductdon  of  a  similar 
measore,  said,  in  reference  to  the  objections 
made  to  it  the  gentlemen  from  Tennessee 
and  Virginia,  (Mr.  Poix  and  Mr.  Ooxa,)  that 
the  same  gronnd  of  nnoonstitnti<niali^  was 
taken  aa  a  variety  of  othw  bills,  and,  in  &ct, 
evny  act  that  did  not  meet  the  particQur  views 
of  some  gnidemen,  was  opposed  as  nnconstitn- 
l^onaL  He  referred  to  the  anxiety  felt  the  last 
session  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  to  the 
oircamstanoe,  in  proof  of  it,  that  an  application, 
signed  by  ninety-Que  members  of  Congress,  had 
been  made  to  Hr.  D'Homergue,  requesting  him 
not  to  quit  this  country,  but  to  remain  and  wait 
for  the  action  of  Oongrees  daring  the  present  ses- 


sion.  HewentontoargiieimoDthadetaib(^tba 
bill,  which,  he  observed,  left  it  in  the  diamtiaB 
oi  the  Frendent  to  arrest  the  progrees  of  tlu 
estabUifttment,  if  its  advantages  should  not  be 
such  as  would  justify  the  ezpenditore  of  the 
forty  thousand  dollars  to  be  ^propriated.  In 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Poix,  he  said  thit 
it  was  not  incumbent  or  compulsory  npoa  a 
State  to  send  yoong  men  to  acquire  the  art,  and 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  th^  journey  to  Hiila- 
delphia  or  any  other  place  for  th^  parpoee. 
The  bill  only  held  oat  the  adwitageB  to  thoN 
who  might  be  diroosed  to  avidl  themsdvea  of 
the  opportnnity  whhih  it  presotted  d  beeos- 
ing  acqn^ted  with  the  beet  mode  of  ndaog 
a  product  which  would  nndonbtedly  beoDma 
one  of  the  first  and  meet  valuable  staples  of  dtt 
coontry.  Mr.  J.  condaded  by  giving  an  into^ 
esthig  dcetoh  of  the  benefits  which  would  lesBlt 
fhnn  an  extension  of  this  plearang  and  naefsl 
art  throaghout  the  country. 

Mr.  WioKuns  asked  whether,  if  the  Eom 
were  detennined  to  go  into  this  matter  of  Ha 
culture  of  nlk,  it  would  not  be  better  to  f^a 
a  national  establishment,  and  ^ve  a  salsry  to 
the  pwson  to  be  employed  for  teadiing  the  art 
He  wished  the  fdrads  d  the  measare  to  look 
intO)  and  reconsider  the  details  of  thebillwIM 
proposed  to  ^ve  forty  thousand  dollws  to  Hr. 
D'Homergae  for  the  employmoit  or  tmtian  of 
sixty  individnals,  whether  they  might  or  miett 
not  choose  to  be  employed  or  tao^t  at  alL  ai. 
W.  related  an  aneodAe  on  the  sntjeot  of  tfat 
biU.  A  former  oh^rman  of  the  Gontmittee  on 
Agriculture,  he  observed,  had  himself  saidbt 
could  not  see  the  constitutional  power  to  wAa 
the  appropriadon ;  but  he  replied,  "Oh,  give 
us  the  bill,  and  we  will  famish  the  ocHtstita* 
tional  ai^mnent."  Mr.  W.  went  on  to  leviev 
the  olgeotitmable  feetaree  of  the  bill,  and 
pealed  to  the  Mends  of  domestic  manu&ctnrt^ 
(and  he  wonld  take  the  oocanon  to  saytiiatlie 
was  a  friend  to  a  reasonaUe  and  yttMe- 
Hon  of  onr  mann&ctnrers,)  whether  this  biU, 
granting  all  titie  land,  buildings,  materials,  im- 
plements, maohinwy,  &c,  pnrohased  by  the 
forty  thousand  dollus,  and  the  profits  that  mj 
accrue  iivm  its  expenditure  to  this  individBal; 
onder  the  arrangementa  proposed,  ought  to  be 
passed  at  such  a  time  as  the  present  Hr.  W. 
adverted  to  the  approaching  extinotaoD  of  the 
public  debt,  and  to  the  public  an^^i^  ' 
diminution  of  the  burdens  of  taxation.  Iliee^ 
ci  the  country,  he  observed,  were  fixed  nooi 
0(Higress,  and  yet  th^  were  now  engaged  is 
tiie  ffisooBdon  m  a  measure  which,  in  its  objec- 
tionaUe  charaoter,  goes  far  beyond  any  pro- 
ject ever  inta^noed  mto,  or  ever  aancfjoDed  by, 
that  Hoose.  Mr.  W.  adverted,  in  ccnda^  to 
the  establishment  of  the  Military  Academy 
West  Point.  He  had  intended,  be  said,  if  be 
had  had  time,  to  have  redeemed  the  repatstitm 
of  the  departed  sunt,  (Mr.  Jeflferson,)  wiUi 
whom  that  institution  originated.  Had  that  il- 
lostrions  patriot  beoi  permitted  to  see  howtbit 
academy  was  at  prsMnt  ocHutitoted,  ass  te 
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nnodon  it,  he  mi^t  well  hare  been  aooiued  of 
an  Abase  ot  the  ansUtadooal  power.  It  waa 
originally  eatabliihed  hj  a  congregation  togeth- 
er of  tiie  Junior  offleera  of  the  army,  who  were 
to  be  inatrnct«d  in  Uie  sdeace  of  their  profee* 
non  by  their  senior  officers.  Ten  junior  officers, 
called  cadets,  assembled  for  this  purpose,  had 
formed  the  naoleas  or  seed  from  wniah  had 
ipmng  np  this  growing  excrescence — for  a 
growing  ezcresoence  he  wonid  call  it — ^opon  cor 
republican  institntions.  He  earnestly  remon- 
strated agunst  going  into  snch  a  measnre  at  the 
present  crisis,  when  it  seemed  to  be  agreed  on 
all  hands  that  measares  of  mntnal  conciliation 
were  proper  and  necessary.  He  had  ^one  hi 
with  the  friends  ot  the  tariff  and  of  utemal 
improvementMrat  he  oonld  not  go  the  length 
of  this  bilL  He  was  like  an  individual  in  Vir- 
ipnla,  who,  when  asked,  during  the  revolatioD, 
wheOier  he  wonld  go  for  "  liberty  or  death," 
replied  that  he  coold  not  go  so  br  as  that,  be- 
eanse,  when  he  w&s  dead,  Uberty  wonld  do  him 
no  good ;  but  he  would  go  as  Or  as  "  liberty, 
or  be  crippled." 

Hr.  Stkwart  read  extracts  from  a  Message 
of  General  Washin^n  to  the  first  Congress 
under  the  oonstitution,  in  which  he.  recom- 
mended granting  the  boontiea,  and  other  pecu- 
niary idd,  for  the  introduction  <tf  valoaUe  im- 
provements. He  also  quoted  Alezavder  HamU- 
ton  for  the  same  purpose. 

Hr.  VfwKum  now  mored  to  recommit  tiie 
bill  to  ^e  Committee  on  Agriculture,  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
t^li^ing  a  filature  at  the  pablic  expense,  and 
emplojring  a  auperintendait  with  salary. 

This  motion  was  rejected  without  a  count. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Foix  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill,  it  was  decided  by— yeas  97, 
nays  71. 

So  the  oiaoting  daose  was  strieken  out,  and 
the  Ull  of  cooiw  r^eoted. 


Thubsdat,  May  24. 

AUxandria  CanaL 

The  House  proceeded  to  eoneider  the  bills 
relating  to  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  the 
question  being  on  the  bill  for  the  aid  of  the 
Alexandria  Canal  Company, 

Mr  DoDDuiDOR  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  which  he  withdrew  in  favor  of  another 
pres^ted  by 

Hr.  J.  S.  Babbodb,  i4>propriating  100,000 
ddlars  to  the  company,  to  be  qipUed  to  the 
oonetmctiMi  ct  an  aqueduct  orar  tne  Potomaa 
at  or  near  Georg^wn.  Mr.  B.  briefly  stated 
that  the  amount  of  direct  tax  which  had  bew 
levied  upon  Uiat  part  of  the  District  lying  south 
of  the  Potomac  was  more  than  104^000  dollars. 
This  money  had  been  applied  to  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  Union,  and  it  was  now,  therefore, 
no  more  than  equUable  that  that  amount  should 
be  xetumed.  mr  the  me  <tf  the  Dlstriot,  1^ 


or  R. 

Congress,  which  was  its  wily  local  Legisla- 
ture. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to— 06  to  71. 

The  qnestiMi  then  being  on  the  engroasnient 
of  the  bill, 

Hr.  Ljjub  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Spbioht  moved  a  call  of  the  House ;  but 
the  motion  waa  aegatived,  uid  the  question  on 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill'was  earned— yeas 
90,  nays  78. 


Monday,  May  28. 
Tndiim  Jfutimanat  ImprueMd  m  Georgia. 

Hr.  Fkhdzxton,  of  New  York,  presented  to 
the  House  of  R^resentatives  a  petition  flmn 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Dutchess  county,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  prayins;  Congress  to  adopt 
the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  to  enforce 
tiie  Judgment  of  the  Supreme  Conrjb  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  case  of  the  mimonariee 
W-oroester  and  Butier,  imprisoned  under  a 
ment  of  a  State  court  in  Groorgia. 

Mr.  P.  said  this  petition  presented  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  a  question  no  less  im- 
portant, than  whether  the  law  of  the  land,  ad- 
judicated in  the  highest  tribunal,  shall  fomidi 
to  American  ntisena  s  rule  of  aetitm  at  not ; 
whether  there  b«  known  to  the  oonetitntion  two 
powers,  the  coUirions  of  which  are  to  he  de- 
cided, not  by  law,  bat  fey  war. 

The  Indian  relations  of  the  United  States  are, 
said  Mr.  P.,  in  one  sense,  intimately  connected 
with  this  question,  but  not  as  I  shall  consider 
it  Public  men  will  probably  differ  in  opini<m 
upon  the  sul^ect  of  tiiose  relations  as  long  as 
the  subject  itself  shall  be  remembered.  The 
question  is  not  now  whetiier  the  Supreme  Court 
have  taken  a  correct  view  of  those  relations  or 
not ;  It  is  not  whether  tfaeh:  decision  be  ri^t, 
hot  it  is  whether  they  possess  authority  to 
make  anydeddonatalL  Nd^er  shall  I  neak 
of  the  motives  conduct  the  individuius  in 
whose  bdialf  we  are  petitioned  to  InterfiBre, 
It  haa  been  sidd  that  they  are  &nsttoL  What 
then  ?  Is  this  a  question  of  religiooa  enthu- 
nasm,  or  of  personal  rif^ts  I  I  hesitate  not  to 
affirm  that  mvil  liberty  owes  ss  much  to  eode- 
siasticB  as  she  owes  to  lawyers. 

When  the  dergy  of  the  Church  of  E!ngland 
had  demonstrotea  the  right  of  private  Judg- 
ment, and  the  natural  independeooe  of  men  in 
the  formation  of  a  religions  belief,  it  was  bat  a 
step  to  apply  those  same  printnples  to  a  like  in- 
dependence in  the  affairs  of  Government  and 
State ;  accordingly,  we  find,  in  the  Ustwy  of 
Encdiah  liberty,  that  the  names  of  Hooker  and 
Chulingworth  are  commemorated  on  the  same 
page  wifh  those  of  Hampden  voA  Sjiaoj,  Sir, 
there  is  a  greater  example  still.  When  the 
Apostie  Panl  stood  in  the  presence  of  the  Eo- 
man  centurion,  and  they  were  binding  him  wiA 
thongs,  he  a^ed  this  littie  question :  "  Is  it 
IftwfA  for  you  to  aoourve  a  man  that  is  a  Bo- 
man,  and  nneondsmnedt"    I  ask  you,  Hr. 
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Speaker,  ia  it  lawfbl  tor  yoa  to  imprison  a  man 
tfiat  is  an  American,  and  acqntttedf  Does  it 
not  occur  to  ever^  man's  mind  to  ask,  how  hap- 
08  it  in  a  Goremment  of  lav,  that  the  law 
without  authority  t 
The  answer  is,  be(!anse  it  operates  npon  one 
of  the  sovereign  parties  to  this  compact. 

Whether  this  answer  be  safBoient  or  not, 
whether  it  smts  "  the  genins  and  the  languid 
of  the  Bystem  before  us,"  is  the  question  to  be 
determined.  When  my  attention  was  first  di- 
rected to  this  sabiect,  I  found  that  all  extolled 
the  oonstitntiou,  though  few  understood  it  alike ; 
all  spoke  of  its  framers  with  reverence  and  re- 
spect. To  them,  then,  I  determine  to  make  my 
appeal;  In  this  appe^  Mr.  Speaker^  there  Is  a 
peculiar  fitness.  As  this  oonstitation  was 
offered  to  the  people,  so  it  was  accepted ;  as  it 
was  explained,  so  it  was  understood ;  there  was 
not  one  intent  in  those  who  gave,  and  another 
in  those  who  received.  This  system,  thns  con- 
trived, became,  by  adoption  of  the  American 
people,  a  fixed  and  determined  system.  We 
may  alter  its  terms,  it  is  tme ;  bat  while  the 
terms  remain,  wo  cannot  give  them  a  new 
meaning.  In  relation  to  it,  we  stand  in  a  very 
^went  ntoation  from  onr  ancestors — with 
them  it  was  persnarion,  to  ns  it  is  aathority — 
with  them  it  was  reason,  bat  to  ns  it  is  law. 
There  exists,  Ur.  Speaker,  a  very  striking  dif- 
ference between  the  old  opponents  of  the  con- 
stitntion  and  the  new :  the  former  admitted  it 
to  be,  in  tmth  and  in  deed,  what  its  frienda  in- 
tended to  make  it ;  bat  the  new  school  innsts 
that  both  the  original  parties  were  wrong; 
neither  of  them  nnaerstood  the  tme  state  of  t£e 
case.  Otherwise,  Mr.  Henry,  for  instance,  and 
Mr.  Wilson,  should  have  ohaoged  sides;  tihe 
former  shoold  have  been  for  the  constitution, 
and  the  latter  against  it ;  for  this  new  school 
maintains  the  consUtution  to  he  that  very  Qdng, 
flor  not  being  which,  Mr.  Henry  opposed  it ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  maintains  it  to  he  that  very 
fhing,  for  not  being  which,  Mr.  Wilson  sup- 
ported it.  Bo  much  wiser,  Mr,  Speaker,  are  the 
new  whigs  than  the  old. 

I  have  alluded  to  a  new  school,  and  a  new 
doctrine.  What  doctrine  is  this,  which,  as 
presenting  a  tme  theory  of  this  Government, 
was  expr^y  repudiated  by  all  the  leading  men 
on  either  side  in  the  federal  and  State  conven- 
tions ?  The  leading  principle  is,  that  t^e  con- 
stitution is  a  compact  between  sovereign 
States. 

From  this  posltiop  are  drawn,  for  practice, 
two  general  inferences.  One,  thai  each  of  these 
sovereign  parties  possesses  the  right  o£  final  and 
independent  interpretation ;  it  u  an  incident 
ins^arable  from  sovereign  power,  that  the  sov- 
erdgn  should,  for  himse£^  and  in  the  last  resort, 
detwnune  the  extrat  of  his  own  engagements ; 
iLe  otber  is,  that  any  of  the  sovereis^  parties 
may  withdraw  from  the  compact,  if  dissatisfied 
with  the  manner  of  its  operation,  or  the  mode 
of  its  observance.  Now,  sir,  I  deny  the  prind- 
ple,  and  both  the  inferences.  The  oonstitation 
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is  not  a  oompaet,  traatrf,  or  alHance,  between 

the  Sovereign  States. 

There  were  submitted  in  the  general  conven- 
tion two  principal  plans  for  consideration.  I 
omit  all  notice  of  the  third,  which  was  pro- 
posed by  General  Hamilton,  and  of  whidi  Dr. 
Johnson  said  shrewdly,  that  it  was  praiaed  by 
everybody,  and  supported  by  none ;  it  was 
like  the  hare  with  many  friends — all  gav«  it  a 
good  word  as  they  passed  by,  bat  none  took  it 
up  on  their  backs.  Essentially,  then,  there  were 
but  two.  One  of  these  proceeded  upon  the  idea 
of  a  compact  between  States ;  the  other  proceed- 
ed upon  the  ideaof  aninstitutitm  of  tfaepeo|4ek 
These  two  systems  were  antagonist  systems  the 
one  to  the  other.  They  contmned  ^rcn^iovt 
dlsdnet  and  irreconcilable,  and  wete  never  fa 
tbat  day  for  one  moment  confounded,  Wboerer 
supported  the  idea  of  a  Government  d^ived 
from  the  States,  was  opposed  to  the  idea  of  a 
Government  derived  from  the  people ;  whoever 
patronized  the  principle  of  popular  derivation, 
was  hostile  to  a  Government  dependlag  1901 
compact. 

The  ultimate  decision  of  questions  which  nuty 
involve  the  whole  Union  in  war,  ought  not  to 
be  left  to  the  local  tribunals ;  tlW  indges  are 
not  respon^ble  to  the  natiim;  we  have  no 
check  npon  them  here  Inr  impeadmient ;  aid 
the  President  and  Senate  have  no  inflneooe  ia 
their  original  appointment.  I  desire  to  be 
understood.  I  am  for  stri<^  c<nQstnietiMi.  ISo 
man  is  more  hostile  than  I  am  to  what  are 
called  latitndinarian  princi^e&  I  do  not  txm- 
tend  that  the  national  tnbnnalB  pooacss  this 
power,  becansei  from  reasons  of  State,  tbey 
ought  to  I>ossess  it.  But  I  do  contend,  that 
when  we  resist  an  attempt  to  abridge  a  power, 
given  in  express  terms,  that  then  the  prt^uiety 
of  exerting  the  power  to  the  extent  given,  may, 
by  reasons  of  State,  be  rightfully  shown. 

There  are  two  objections  which  have  been 
chiefly  infflsted  upon,  first,  it  baa  been  add 
that  the  appellate  power  presupposes  an  inferi- 
ority in  the  State  courts ;  and,  secondly,  that 
the  words  of  the  constitution  are  satisfied  by 
confiidng  thispower  to  the  inferior  courts  of 
the  Union.  "Why,  sir,  this  very  strange  ddu- 
sion  ?  The  State  courts  are  inferior ;  the  con- 
dition supposed  to  be  BO  indinwnsaUe,  and 
withal  BO  inconceivable,  does  really  exist.  Can 
any  thing  be  plainer  I  What  says  the  paper  1 
"  The  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties  made,  Ac 
shall  be  the  supreme  Jaw  of  t^e  land,**  and 
"  the  judges  in  every  State  ^all  be  bound  there- 
by, any  wing  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  wfij 
State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding."  ^s 
for  llie  second  su^estion,  the  fact  npon  which 
alone  it  depaada  isnot  tme :  the  words  ace  not 
satisfied,  inth  what  ptapAety  oaa  this  be 
said,  when  so  common  a  oontii^ent^  ia  excluded 
as  tJie  origin  of  the  suit  in  tiie  State  court  I 
Let  this  oontingCDoy  happen  in  all  oasee^  and 
the  judicial  power  of  tbe  Govraninent  could 
never  be  brought  to  bear  np<m  any  case.  Tak^ 
fnr  instanoB,  tie  ^TW  ease  of  A  treaty:  if  the 
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national  ooort  has  not  orinnal  jarisdlotion, 
which  it  has  not,  nor  f^^Uate,  wliich  it  is 
contended  it  liaa  not,  there  is  no  Jurisdiction  at 
all;  and  this  is  the  eonolarion  which  is  snp- 
pomd  to  satisfy,  as  the  phrase  goes,  the  most 
oomprebeosive  word  in  the  language. 

By  this  mode  of  reasoning,  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  augnst  tribnnal  does  not  depend  npon  anj 
origioal  principles  of  GoTCmment  or  views  of 
civil  polity ;  yon  may  not  impute  to  it  the 
conception  of  a  great  purpose  araently  desired 
and  exactly  foreseen.  Hera  are  &o  traces  of 
foreoaat,  no  evidences  of  -derign.  It  is  not  a 
point  well  asoerttuned  and  definitiTcly  fixed. 
On  the  contrary,  all  its  powers  are  left  to  be 
determined  by  the  resnit  of  a  scramble  be- 
tween, the  courts,  or  by  the  whim  of  the  suitor, 
who  may  select  his  own  tribunal,  and  to  that 
selection  all  other  considerations  must  yield, 
whether  derived  &om  the  genios  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  language  of  the  constitution,  or  the 
public  welfare.  The  appellate  power  then 
exists  in  all  the  enumerated  cases,  whether  of 
civil  or  criminal  jurisdiction.  There  is  no  dis- 
tinction in  the  letter— there  should  be  none  in 
the  interpret^on :  amercements,  imprison- 
m«its,  h»d  labor,  and  deat^  are  of  mwe  con- 
cern to  tiie  (dtizm  than  the  consequences  of 
any  civil  judgment 

A  few  words  upon  the  measures  wMoh  I  have 
proposed  to  the  House.  It  m>pear8  to  be,  upon 
th^  whole,  the  opinion  of  the  profession,  (it  is 
certainly  that  of  very  eminent  lawyers,)  that 
the  proviso  in  the  fourteenth  section  of  the 
judiciary  act  extends  .to  the  Supreme  Court, 
fiy  that  proviso,  write  of  he^eat  corpus  do  not 
extfflid  to  prisoners  in  gaol,  unless  where  they 
are  in  custody  under,  or  by  color  of  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States.  I  am  informed  that 
in  Oabrera's  case  this  proviso  was  held  to 
extend  to  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  imposnble  to  bcdieve  that  It  was 
ever  intended  to  include  persons  confined  in  gaol 
In  pursuance  of  a  judgment  erroneous  upon  a 
eonstitutional  point.  Such  an  idea  is  utterly , 
inconsistent  with  the  enress  language  of  the 
section,  and  the  ^irit  of  the  whole  act.  My 
first  proposition  is  designed  to  remove  this 
ioconsistenoy,  and  settie  this  doubt. 

Upon  the  second  proposition,  when  the 
Supreme  Court  reverses  the  judgment  of  a 
State  court,  the  cause  is,  in  the  first  instance, 
remanded  for  a  final  decision.  If  the  court 
bdow  obey,  as  they  are  bound  to  do,  it  is  well : 
if  not^  the  refusal  to  obey  (such  has  been  the 
praotioe)  is  regarded  as  error  in  the  cause ;  and 
the  reAual  must  ^ipear  on  record.  In  no  prior 
instance,  if  I  am  corTeotiy  infimmd,  has  any 
court  refused  to  make  such  an  entry.  Bat  in 
the  case  of  these  two  missionaries,  the  court  in 
Geoi^  has  r^bsed  to  make  any  entry  upon 
the  record  at  all.  Hence,  no  second  writ  of 
error  can  be  brought.  Surely  the  House  will 
never  consent  to  suffer  the  public  justice  to  be 
defeated  by  snob  a  trick  as  this.  It  affords  a 
strong  illiutratifm  of  the  s^rit  bywhk^  an 


tH.  ovR. 

inferior  court  maybe  actuated.  This  remanding 
of  the  cUnse,  in  the  first  instance,  is  a  very 
clumsy  and  unnecessary  contrivance.  It  wos 
originaUy  a  mere  act  of  civility  to  the  State 
court,  and  should  never  be  aUowed  to  obstmcL 
substantially,  the  operation  o[  the  law ;  md 
inasmuch  as  it  seems,  in  this  case,  to  have 
been  perverted  to  that  e^t.  I  propose  to  re* 
peal  it. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  delivered  to  the 
Hous^  my  sentiments  upon  this  important  and 
delicate  question.  Influenced,  as  I  have  been 
throughout,  by  an  unaffected  desire  to  avoid 
offenoe,  I  have  touched  upon  no  topic.  I  have 
uttered  no  languaee  which  could  alarm  tne  pride 
of  the  State  of  Georg^  or  excite  the  feding^ 
of  her  representatives. 

Perhaps,  sir,  I  am  not  altogether  to  be  justi- 
fied for  uie  cold  and  phlegmatic  manner  which 
I  have  forced  myself  to  adopt.  The  House 
will  remember  that,  at  an  early  period  of  the 
session,  I  submitted  certain  resolutions,  involv- 
ing the  very  same  principles  and  course  of 
reasoning  which  I  have  here  so  feebly  attempted 
to  develop.  It  was  not  tiie  pleasure  of  the 
House  to  devote  any  portion  of  its  time  to  their 
oonsideration.  When  I  had  made  np  my  mind 
to  yield  quietiy  to  the  pleasure  of  the  House, 
my  attention  was  again  oslled  to  this  sal^ect,  by 
my  own  ooDstitnenta,  who  have  manifestea 
such  a  generous  sympathv  with  these  unfor- 
tunate misMonaries.  It  has  thus  b^pened, 
Mr.  ^leaker,  that  an  accidental  opportunity 
has  more  contribnted  to  the  original  purpose 
than  mj  own  oar^bl  de^gns^ 

Quod  optand  IHvum  jwomittere  nemo 
Auderet ;  volvenda  diea  en  attolit  oltro. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  add  than  to  express 
my  earnest  wish  that  the  petition  of  my  cmisti- 
tnents  may  be  granted,  that  the  representatives 
of  the  American  people  wUl  not  be  insensible  to 
the  great  rights  of  personal. liberfy  and  the 
clearest  dict^^s  of  oonstitntional  law,  Mid  th^ 
we  will  not  leave  either  our  fisUow-oltlzenB,  or 
the  stranger  within  our  gates,  to  the  opprea^on 
of  any  local  and  subordinate  power.' 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  moving  to  refer  the 
petition  to  a  Select  Committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law,  that  where  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  shall  declare  an  act  of  impris- 
onment to  be  illegal,  a  habeas  eorpw  may  issue 
for  bringing  the  person,  so  illegally  imprisoned, 
before  any  judge  of  the  Supreme  or  District  . 
Courts,  and  diacha^;ed,  and  also  for  repealing 
BO  mnui  of  the  jaduuary  act  as  requires  a  case 
carried  freai  a  State  court  to  the  Snpreme 
Court  to  be  remanded  for  ezecntitm,  and  to 
authorize  the  Snpreme  Court  to  execute  their 
own  judgments. 

The  Tariff—Bedueticn  of  Ihitiet— Externa  of  ■ 
the  Oovemment. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McDcffix,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  m  the  state  of 
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the  TJmon,  and  took  up  the  bill  (r^orted  by 
Hr.  HoD.  from  the  Committee  of  ways  and 
Ueaus)  to  equalize  the  duties  on  imports; 
when 

Ur.  IfoBcTFiB  roee,  and  said :  I  propose,  sir, 
to  snhmit  some  explauatioas,  in  addition  to  those 
already  presented,  in  a  different  form,  of  the 
views  and  principles  whioh  induced  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  the  present  bill 
aa  an  adjustment  of  the  great  subject  of  the  tariff. 
I  must,  however,  in  tne  outset,  candicUy  ao- 
knowleoKe  that  I  have  not  the  least  glimmering 
of  hope  that  any  thing  I  may  utter  at  this  time, 
or  wnich  any  human  being  can  advance  in  this 
Hall,  will  induce  the  m^ority  to  adopt  the 
measure  now  proposed^  or  any  other  measure 
fbnnded  on  similar  principles.  Nay,  sir,  I  am 
reluctantly  compelled  to  go  still  further.  Al- 
though I  have  been  disposed  to  hope  evm 
agunst  hope,  that  some  providential  oornddmoe 
of  oircumstaucea  might  yet  intervene  to  incline 
the  hearta  of  the  m^ority  to  justice,  and  lead 
their  deliberations  to  some  propitious  result,  yet 
the  developments  and  the  experience  of  every 
day  have  rendered  it  more  and  more  apparent 
that  all  such  expectations  are  utterly  vam  and 
delusive.  As  to  any  adjustment  of  this  great 
question,  therefore,  which  shall  give  tranquuU^ 
to  the  public  mind^  and  restore  the  brokon  har- 
mony of  this  Union, "  my  final  hope  is  flat 
decpair."  Under  these  tnronmstances,  it  may 
seem  mn^olar,  but  it  is  nevertheless  Ixue,  that 
it  is  precisely  because  I  do  not  hope  to  produce 
conviction  upon  tiie  minds  of  this  committee^ 
and  have  no  expectation  that  this  great  ques- 
tion will  be  adjusted  here,  that  I  am  more  par- 
Ucularly  anxious  to  set  forth,  in  the  dearest 
and.  most  distinct  manner,  the  principles  which 
will  govern  me,  and,  as  I  believe,  those  who 
are  associated  with  me^  as  well  as  the  State  we 
in  common  represent,  m  all  the  vicis^tudes  of 
this  great  contest  for  our  inalienable  rights. 
Sir,  it  is  vmn,  it  is  worse  than  vain,  to  attempt 
to  put  by,  to  evade,  or  to  palter  with  this  ques- 
tion. It  can  no  longer  be  disguised  tiiat  uiere 
does  exist,  under  the  unjust  and  oppressive  l^s- 
lation  of  Congress,  and  without  any  agency  of 
Providence  to  that  effect,  a  radical  hostility  of 
interests  between  the  two  great  subdivisions  of 
this  confederacy.  And  if  the  power  of  the 
majority,  and  not  their  sense  of  justio^  is  to 
decide  the  present  controversy,  it  will  be  impos- 
sible ever  to  reconcile  these,  conflicting  inter- 
ests. Such  being  the  case,  God  only  knows 
what  is  to  be  the  end  of  this  great  political 
drama.  One  thing  is  certain ;  an'  eventful 
political  era  is  at  huid,  and  whether  it  shall  be 
iignalized  by  the  civil  triumph,  or  by  the  catas- 
trophe  of  oonstitutiwial  liberty,  history  will 
record  that  trlumi^  or  that  oatastrophe,  and 
posterity  will  pronounce  judgment  on  the  au- 
thors of  it. 

That  my  views  and  principles  may  be  under- 
stood and  appreciated  oy  that  augnst  tribunal, 
aad  tiiat  the  record  which  history  shall  make 
up  may  present  the  true  issue  between  the  two 


great  contwiding  parties,  the  oppreaMm  and 
tlie  oppressed,  I  wuL  attempt,  hwm  I  take  my 
seat,  to  demonstrate  how  grievous  are  the 
wrongs  we  have  too  patient^  eoidaredjttad  bow 
vital  and  saored  are  the  rights  for  which  we  aie 
contending. 

But,  \moie  I  proceed  to  examine  the  in- 
equality and  gross  injustioe  of  this  combined 
system  of  taxation  and  proteotion,  I  shall  ask 
the  attention  of  theconunitteetoabrief  expon- 
tion  of  my  views  aa  to  the  amount  o£  reveone 
which,  under  existing  circumstanoea,  I  deen  it 
expedient  to  provide  for  defraying  tl^  neceaaary 
and  proper  e^enses  of  this  Govumnwt. 

In  deciding  this  qneation,  there  ia  no  betttf 
eriterioa  to  wMoh  wo  can  resort  tiian  the  avof^ 
age  expenditures  of  a  (ormer  period,  wlUoh  aB 
must  acknowledge  to  furmsh  a  proper  basia  tar 
such  a  calculation.  In  1821,  our  army  was 
reduced  from  a  war  .to  a  peace  establiahmei^ 
From  the  year  following  this  reduction  to  the 
dose  of  Hr.  Monroe^s  Administration  in  18M, 
indorave,  I  have  made  a  oalcolation  of  the 
average  en>enBes  of  this  Government  for  aU 
objecte.  both  permanent  and  contingent ;  and 
the  result  is,  that  these  expenses  amounted, 
annually,  to  a  less  sum  tiian  $10,000,000.  Kur 
of  those  who  bear  me  will  bear  me  out  whan  I 
say,  that,  when  I  first  took  my  seat  in  this  bo47i  I 
was  regarded  as  very  extravagant  in  my  notiona 
in  regard  to  the  public  expenditure  becraaao  I 
j  Dstifled  the  expenoiturea  of  that  Admuiisteatiaii. 
Sir,  Ur.  Monroe's  Administration  was  denooooed 
by  a  lane  party  in  this  country  for  Ua  extnn- 
ganoe.  It  was  accused  preparing  the  wsj 
for  a  great  and  splendid  Government,  insteed 
of  regardiug  those  priodples  of  economy  laid 
down  by  the  fathers  of  our  poUtical  church. 
I  did  not  think  so  then,  and  I  do  not  think  so 
now ;  and  I  shall  hiul  the  day  when  the  presoit 
or  any  tuture  Administration  shall  bring  beck 
the  expenses  of  the  Government  to  the  annual 
sum  of  $10,000,000,  which  I  believe  to  be  an 
ample  proTirion  for  all  the  exigendes  of  the 
country.  But,  sir,  so  far  from  wishing  to  die* 
mantie  onr  fortifications,  suffer  the  navy  to  rot 
upon  the  docks,  and  leave  the  natirai  entirely 
defenceless,  as  has  been  suggested  in  a  repaet 
recentiy  offered  to  the  Honae,  I  am  for  main- 
tiuniim  all  the  institutions  of  the  country  on  a 
respectable  footing,  and  am  willing,  and  have 
ever  been  willing,  to  rsiae  whatever  amount  o£ 
revenue  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpoao^ 
though  I  am  aware  that  the  burden  will  be  toej 
unequally  distributed,  even  by  this  bill. 

The  essential  institutions  of  the  country  are 
the  army,  the  navy,  and  the  dvil  establish- 
ment.  These  I  regard  as  indiapensaUe ;  I  hold 
them  to  be  necessary  at  all  times,  in  peace  and 
in  war ;  for  I  fhlly  recognize  the  truth  of  the 
maxim,  that  the  best  way  to  presove  peace 
is  to  be  prepared  for  war.  Now,  dr,  during 
the  last  three  years  of  Ur.  Uonroe's  Administra- 
tion, it  was  denounced,  as  I  have  sud,  for  its 
extravagance ;  and  yet  the  total  annual  expen- 
ditore  for  the  army,  the  navy,  and  the  oivU 


Digitized  by  Google 


DBBATBS  07  OONGRBSS. 


007 


Mat,  1889.] 

Vat,  iDKnuited,  (Iniing  tlioBe  years,  to  less  tban 
$7,000,000.*  I  repeat  it,  rir,  empbatioaUy,  that, 
when  our  armr  was  more  emoient,  fts  rank 
better  filled,  and  its  offloera  aa  nmnenma  and 
competent  aa  they  now  are,  the  aimnal  expenses 
of  the  OoTeminent  for  tkese  three  objects  were 
less  than  seven  nullions  of  dollars,  whoi  yon 
add  to  this  the  ezpenditnre  for  the  Indian 
Department,  and  for  other  objects  of  a  misoel- 
laneona  kind,  each  amounting  to  a  little  up- 
wards €i  half  a  milUoo,  it  will  be  foond  that, 
exdnrivB  oS  penrioni^  the  whole  aTerage  expen- 
ditore  of  the  United  Btatea,  daring  those  years, 
amoanted  to  Init  little  more  than  $8,000,000. 
Asaoming  this  as  a  ba^  and  I  am  aatiafled 
that  the  amoont  will  be  more  than  saffident, 
especially  as  onr  fortiflcationa  are  nearly  com- 
ideted,  (and  I  hope  new  hoeafter  to  see  more 
than  $500,000  amraally  expended  upon  them,) 
and  as  the  improvements  of  onr  navy  yards 
also  are  nearly  completed,  I  affirm  that  more 
than  $8,000,000  will  not  be  annnally  reqnh^ 
for  ol^eots  m  a  permanent  natare. 

Then,  as  to  penalona,  I  shall  confine  my 
▼iewa  in  the  first  plaoe,  to  ^e  laws  aa  they  now 
stand,  and  not  as  it  has  been  proposed  to  extend 
them.  During  the  three  years  I  hare  men- 
tioned, the  pennffit  list  was  very  large ;  since 
then,  bowerer,  the  number  vt  penrioners  haa 
been  rapidly  dimiidshed  by  death.  Bo  th^ 
whereas,  in  1Q2S,  the  som  en>ended  on  Qm 
object  was  nearly  $2,000,000,  it  is  now  less  than 
$1,000,000,  notwithstanding  the  great  number 
of  pensioners  since  pot  upon  the  roll,  by  special 
acts  of  Oongress,  and  the  relaxed  rrile  of  the 
War  Deparbnent  It  may  fbirly  be  presomed, 
calculating  upon  the  probable  mortality  among 
men,  none  of  them  less  than  seventy  years  en 
age,  that,  in  the  coorse  of  some  five  years,  this 
bnmcb  of  en>ettdltnre  will  be  redooed  to  a  very 
inconsiderable  sum. 

It  is  to  iM  remaxked  Oat,  after  p^tiw  off  the 

KbBe  debt,  there  will  be  a  large  surplus,  not 
a  than  toffit  or  ten  millions,  of  the  income  of 
the  year  ISlS,  beoanse  the  income  of  that  year 
will  be  principallr  derived  from  duties  which 
aoottied  during  the  present  year,  under  the 
existing  tariff.  Iforeover,  as  the  proposed 
reduction  of  the  duties  will  be  gradoai,  and  I 
am  willing  to  make  it  still  more  so,  by  extoid- 
ing  the  period  of  final  reduction  to  three  years, 
it  Is  obvious  that  the  surplos  revenue  must  be 
considerable  during  all  these  years,  and  that 
the  sufficiency  of  a  revenue  derived  from  aver- 
age duties  of  P^  cen^  not  be  brought 
to  the  test  in  leas  than  four  or  five  years. 
Even  if  we  sappoee  that  the  peautoa  Ull,  now 
pending,  shonld  become  a  law,  it  is  not  proba- 
ble  that  the  whole  pension  establishment,  fonr 

*  Boob  finudal  nrleira  h  t)ila  iboold  uiMt  tbe  sttonUoa 
of  Ui«  l«glal«tlrft  uthorl^.  Fwtodleal  eximln*tloni  Into 
the  ftiDoant  ot  th«  OoTenuoeat  expoodltore,  and  eompcrl  ton 
of  ^iHf'"*  pnloda  with  oMdk  othtri  mnld  Iwftniiid  to  be  Uw 
bait  iDMBi  of  pnMKTlBf  tlut  8000007  wUeh  all  aBpIood, 
and  proven tli£  that  octnmpneo  tewiids  ■whUk  all  Oot- 
onuMiits  Bstanlly  tm& 


[H.  or  B. 

or  five  years  hence,  will  require  an  expenditure 
of  more  than  $9,000,000.  But  be  that  as  it 
may,  $6,000,000  will  be  amply  snffi<dentfor  the 
permanent  institutions  and  ordinary  expenses^ 
and  all  the  revenue  over  tiiat  sum  will  be 
apr^oable  to  pennons  and  other  otjects. 

The  next  inquiry  in  order  is,  what  amount  of 
revenue  a  duty  of  IHper  cent,  upon  all  imports 
will  brin^  into  the  Ireasuir  9  If  we  assume, 
as  the  basis  of  onr  estimate,  uie  average  amount 
of  the  merchandiBe  imported  fear  consumption 
during  the  last  seven  years,  we  shall  have 
something  less  than  $69,000,000  as  that  average. 
The  revrane  from  tids  amount  of  imports,  at 
12^  per  cent  duty,  would  be  someUdng  less 
than  $9,000,000.  Bnt  we  are  inquiring  what 
will  he  the  amount  of  the  revenue,  four  or  five 
years  hence,  after  all  the  snrploees  shall  be 
exhausted :  and  I  think  it  may  be  very  safely 
estimated  that  the  amount  of  tiie  dutiable  im- 
ports, under  this  bill,  will  not  be  less  than 
$80,000,000.  There  will  be  at  least  $16,000,000 
now  annually  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
existing  duties,  mat  wUl  be  disengaged  fWnn 
that  object,  and  wiU  be  applicable  to  other 
purposes.  It  is  a  reasonable  suppontion  that 
Uds  amount,  at  least,  will  be  applied  to  the 
purchase  at  foreign  imports,  in  aantion  to  the 
sum  now  thus  applied.  According  to  this  view 
of  tbe  subject  making  all  proper  aUowaneea,  it 
follows  that  the  amount  oi^  the  imports  for  con- 
snmption  will  be  more  than  $80,000,000  the 
very  first  year  the  IH  per  cent,  duty  goes  into 
operation ;  and,  from  the  natural  progress  of 
population  and  wealth,  that  amount  most  in- 
crease considerably  every  year  afterwards. 

"We  shall  have,  then,  an  income  of  $10,000,000 
from  the  imposts ;  and  even  If  we  estimate  the 
income  from  tiie  public  lands  at  one-half  its 
present  amount,  that  and  the  bank  dividends 
will  yield  $3,000,000  more. 

Having  shown  that  only  $8,000,000  will  ba 
required  for  the  ordinary  and  permanent  ex- 
penses of  the  Qovanment,  it  follows  &at,  with 
a  revenue  of  $18,000,000,  there  will  be  an  annual 
surplus  of  $4,000,000  applicable  to  penraons  and 
other  objects  of  a  contingent  nature. 

In  presenting  this  brief  view  of  tiie  fbtnre 
income  and  expenditure  of  the  Government,  I 
will  ti^e  ocoaslou  to  remark  that,  if  I  shomd 
ever  return  to  this  body,  I  intend  to  propose  a 
general  system  of  retrenchment  and  economy ; 
a  system  not  founded  on  an  indiscriminate 
hostility  to  our  existing  establishments,  but  on 
a  deep  conviction  that  these  establislunents  can 
be  maintained  in  puribr  and  vigor  only  by  the 
observance  of  a  strict  but  Jndidoua  and  liberal 
economy. 

I  am  fidly  satisfied,  that,  without  reducing 
^ther  the  army  or  the  navy,  and  without  in- 
juriously eurt^ung  the  salaries  of  any  of  the 
officers  of  Government,  a  saving  may  be  effect- 
ed of  at  least  half  a  million  of  dollars.  With- 
out ^ing  into  detuls,  I  will  barely  suggest  that 
the  Tnasury  Department  alme  t^ens  a  field 
in  whidi  retrenohnunt  and  reform  may  tM 
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employed  with  v&ej  great  advantage  to  the 
country.  Sir,  under  the  oomplioated  sjetem  of 
high  mfaiinium  duties,  the  expenses  of  collecting 
the  public  revenue  have  increased  enormousl;' 
within  the  last  ten  years.  At  a  forni«r  period, 
when  our  revenue  from  the  imposts  was  equal 
to  what  it  is  now,  the  whole  anaual  expense  of 
collecting  it  did  not  unount  to  more  than 
$700,000.  Kow,  sir,  it  haa  swelled  up  to 
nearly  doable  that  amount 

The  proposed  rednctim  ci!  the  duties  will 
enable  the  department  to  dl^Mnse  with  the 
greater  part  of  that  host  of  custom-house  officers 
which  almost  darkens  our  coasts ;  and  in  this 
item  alone,  several  hundred  thousand  dt^Uars 
may  be  annually  saved.  Upon  the  whole,  air, 
I  am  well  satisfied,  that  the  amount  <A  revenne 
which  this  bill  wiU  produce,  with  that  derived 
from  other  sources,  will  be  amply  sufficient 
for  all  the  ezigenoies  of  the  oountiy ;  and  that, 
considering  it  as  a  mere  revenue  measure,  no 
one  can  justly  take  an  exoeptaon  to  it 

I  will  bore  remark,  sir,  that  the  people  of 
the  6oa^  (whether  correctly  or  not,  I  will  here- 
after consider)  are  fl|:mly  impressed  with  the 
b^ef  diat,  under  any  nst«n  ot  duties,  wlule 
the  revenue  is  derived  umost  exclnrively  from 
imports,  their  proportion  of  the  burdens  im- 
posed by  federal  taxation  will  be  much  greater 
than  it  ought  to  be  according  to  the  pnndpte 
of  the  constitution  whidi  regulates  the  appor- 
tionment of  direct  taxes.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, they  think  they  have  a  right  to 
insist  that  the  aggrc^te  burden  of  taxation 
shall  be  as  light  as  possible,  and  that  not  a 
dollar  shall  be  expended  by  the  Gkrvemment 
that  can  be  avoided  by  a  ri^d  economy. 

Having  now  disposed  ca  Hiese  iHreliiidnary 
qnestioiis,  I  shall  proceed  to  ocmuder  how  rar 
the  inroTisUns  this  bill  have  been  dictated  by 
s  due  T^jard  to  the  principles  of  justice  and 
equality  in  the  fiscal  operations  of  this  Govern- 
ment 

With  the  exception  of  certain  articles  admit- 
ted free  of  duty,  nearly  all  of  which  are  the 
imports  and  the  consumption  of  the  Northern 
States,  all  imported  merchandise  will  be  sub- 
jected to  the  moderate  and  equal  duty  of 
per  cent  Now,  sir,  I  denre  to  know  whether 
any  objeotion  can  be  justly  urged  against  this 
scheme,  on  the  score  of  inequality.  Begarding 
it  as  a  Southern  measure,  can  any  other  portion 
of  the  Union  allege,  with  the  eemUuioe  <A 
truth,  that  it  will  be  snl^ected  to  an  undne 
■hare  of  the  pnblic  bnrdmut  I  put  the  qnea- 
ti«i  emphatically,  and  desire  that  it  may  be 
fiurly  met  and  fidly  answered,  is  there  a  manu- 
facturing State,  or  a  manufacturing  county  in  the 
Union,  mat  will  be  compelled  to  pay  a  larger 
proportion  of  public  burdens,  by  this  hill,  than 
jusuy  and  eqmtably  fblls  to  its  share  ? 

Let  us  examine  this  matter.  Our  imports  of 
foreign  merchandise  may  be  divided  into  two 
great  classes.  The  first  condsts  of  articles  which 
are  exolu^vdy  produced  in  fweign  countries ; 
the  aeoond,  of  artidea  parUr  produoed  alaoad, 


and  partly  in  the  United  States.  The  fanaa 
are  usually  denominated  the  uuproteeted,  and 
the  latter  the  protected  class  of  artidea.  Now, 
as  to  the  former  dass,  oomprinng  teas,  coffee, 
silks,  wines,  and  a  variefy  of  other  imports  I 
will  assume,  that  from  these  <me-half  of  the 
federal  revenue  will  be  collected,  tboog^  in 
point  of  &ct,  it  would  be  mora  ooneofc  to  wtj 
one-third  tmly. 

As  to  this  portion  of  the  revenue,  no  (me  has 
ever  pretoided  that  the  hnrdoi  is  not  eqaaHy 
distributed  over  the  Union  In  pn^Nntioii  to  ua 
consumption  of  the  artiolea  mm  i^udi  H  is 
derived.  It  must  be  apparwit  that  the  mann- 
fiictnring  States  have  no  grounds  for  alhgng 
that  the  duties  upon  silks,  wines,  tea,  and  ocrfSbe, 
expose  them  to  an  \me^pial  or  <^iwesBiTe  bar- 
den.  Will  a  solitary  voice  be  raised  to.deaioiDiea 
this  part  of  the  bill  under  oonadcraticait  As- 
suredly there  will  not.  What,  then,  remains? 
What  is  the  subject  of  o(Hnplaint  i^g*'""*  tiiii 
bill,  and  who  are  tbey  by  whom  the  ooimdaint 
is  made  ?  The  part  of  the  bill  which  U  obnox- 
ious to  the  denunciation  ttf  the  mannfactaring 
States,  is  that  irt^  imposes  a  dn^  o€  13^  per 
cent,  and  no  more,  on  cotton  and  wooUot 
mannfisetures,  (m  inm  and  iron  manufiutore^ 
and  on  all  the  other  artides  that  fall  witluntbe 
scope  of  the  protecting  system.  Yea,  sir,  ttii 
is  the  aonroe  of  the  oomplaints  against  tbe  p»* 
posed  measure.  And  who,  do  yon  soppoee,  are 
the  jpersons  that  make  them  I 

If  an  impartial  foreigner,  just  arrived  in  onr 
oountry,  should  be  informed  that  a  vwy  deep 
and  threatening  excitement  existed  in  relatim 
to  this  part  of  the  proposed  tarifi^  he  wwdd 
very  natnrally  snppose  that,  as  the  exdbemenk 
was  against  a  tax  ull,  it  waa  the  indignation  (tf 
those  who  are  called  upon  to  pay  taxes,  or  upon 
whose  productions  the  duties  were  pn^xMOd 
to  be  levied.  Upon  bdng  infinmed  th&  tlm 
prodnctitms  of  the  Bonthern  States  Aunished 
the  exchanges  for  this  class  of  importa,  he 
would  take  it  for  panted  that  these  States 
were  olamorona  against  so  unequal  a  sdieme 
of  taxation.  But  how  would  this  impartial 
foreign^  be  astonished,  on  disoovoing  that  the 
excitement  was  ccmflned  to  that  part  of  the 
Union  which  paid  no  part  of  the  taxes  in  ques- 
tion ;  and  that  the  cause  of  the  exdtement  was^ 
that  the  taxes  proposed  were  not  forty  or  fiffy, 
instead  of  12i  per  orat.  upon  the  value  of  im- 
ports I  £a  wer  words,  now  great  would  be 
the  astonishment  of  this  impartial "  loohtt  on  " 
from  £nr(n>e,  when  he  lenned  that  Hm  oodh 
plaint  against  the  proposed  doty  on  ootkan, 
woollen,  and  other  manufactures,  proceeded  ex- 
clusively from  the  domestic  m&nufactarers  of 
these  very  articles,  on  whom  the  duty  would 
operate,  not  as  a  burden,  but  as  a  bounty.  He 
would  be  apt  to  exclaim,  What  an  extraordina- 
ry people  the  Americans  most  be  I  In  Europe, 
Governments  are  shaken  by  the  oomplunts  of 
tiie  people  who  pay  the  taxes.  Here,  the  Union 
seems  likdy  to  be  waken  to  its  v^  foondations 
\fj  the  danum  of  tiuse  irho  reodn  tiuin.  Isi 
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Eairope.  the  people  orj  out  that  the  taxes  are 
too  higa ;  here,  they  seem  to  be  regarded  as  a 
great  blesdng.  and  the  cry  ia,  that  thej  are 
abmit  to  be  redaoed  too  low." 

Sir,  in  the  spirit  of  peaoe  and  harmoDj,  and, 
I  will  add,  in  the  spirit  of  magnaoimitj,  the 
people  of  the  Sonth  now  eej  to  joa,  "  We  know 
that  it  is  Terr  oneqoal  and  oppressive  npon  ns 
that  the  productions  of  onr  industry  shoold  pay 
even  12^'  per  oeat.  to  support  the  Government, 
whUo  liie  very  same  prMnotions  of  your  indus- 
try pi^QO  oontribntion  at  all,  but  receive,  on 
the  contrary,  a  benefitdal  bounty  from  the  tax 
levied  upon,  our  invdnotifma.  But  if  yon  will 
linut  ih»  •bardeit  to  the  neeeasary  expenses  of 
the  Government,  we  are  willing  to  sobmit  to  it 
as  a  revenue  measure,  unequal  as  it  obviously 
is,  and  will  cheerfully  consider  the  pecuniary 
loss  we  shall  snstun  as  a  peace-offering  at  the 
shrine  of  the  Union."  And  what  do  the  people 
of  the  iNorth  say  to  this  generous  and  liberal 
overture  t 

"We  will  not  accede  to  your  terms.  We 
have  'calculated  the  value  of  this  tax  upon 
your  productions,  and  we  have  asoertfuned  that 
a  tribute  of  12i  per  cent,  is  not  enongh  to  keep 
ap  our  establishments  in  the  lugh  state  of  pront 
and  prosperity  wMeh  we  deeire.  'We  cannot 
let  yon  off  with  a  less  tribute  than  fortj-five 
per  eent.,  and  it  fblloira  that  yon  will  have  to 
pay  it." 

Sir,  language  cannot  convey,  nor  imagination 
conceive  an^  thing  that  would  exhibit  the  hor- 
rible enormity  of  this  system  more  clearly  than 
this  simple  statement  of  the  real  condition  of 
the  interests  involved,  and  the  true  point  of  the 
controversy.  Now,  sir,  Z  will  put  this  matter 
to  a  very  plain  test.  If  my  views  are  not  cor- 
rect, ^e  whole  tariff  question  can  be  soon 
settled  between  the  genueman  immediately  on 
my  rieb^  (Ur.  AppixroH^  who,  as  I  onder- 
BtancL  18  one  of  the  largest  mannfaotarers  in 
the  unUed  States,  and  myself.  I  tntn  to  this 
gentleman,  then,  and  I  say  to  him,  "  Sir,  I  will 
now  make  a  bai^ain  with  yon  for  t^e  adjust- 
ment of  this  difficulty.  You  admit  tliat  one- 
hf^  ot  this  bUI  is  perfectly  lost  and  equal ; 
that,  I  mean,  which  levies  half  of  the  federal 
revenue  ^om  wines,  silks,  and  other  unpro- 
tected articles.  The  entire  burden  of  your 
oomplaint  is  directed  agunst  the  other  half  of 
tiie  bill ;  that  which  levies  the  remtuning  h^ 
of  the  revenue  from  protected  articles.  Now, 
toTj  in  tender  consideration  vf  the  oppressive 
operation  d  this  part  <tf  the  tax  bill  upon  the 
mannfiiotnring  States  I  wHl  agree  to  strike  it 
ont  altogether,  and  raise  the  remaining  half  of  the 
revenue,  by  doabUng  tbe  duties  on  unprotected 
articles,  or  by  direct  taxes.  Is  it  a  barg^ 
dr ! "  "  No  1  no  I  no  I"  replies  the  gentieman, 
"  that  would  be  infinitely  worse  than  the  bill  as 
it  now  stands ;  for,  in  that  case,  the  tariff  States 
would  lose  all  their  proteotion,  and  have  to  pay 
their  quota  of  the  moreased  duties  on  unpro- 
tected artiolea.  or  of  the  direct  taxes  beridea ; 
vherea^  by  the  inll  In  its  preBoot  form,  thej 


[H.  MP  K. 

oerUdnly  have  a  protecting  bonnty  ci  per 

cent." 

The  tratb  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  manu- 
facturing  Statea  would  not  i^ree  to  strike  out 
these  duties  on  any  terms.  Even  if  it  were 
demonstrated  that  uie  Government  did  not  need 
a  dollar  of  the  revenue  derived  from  this  source, 
or  if  the  Southern  States  wonld  agree  to  raise 
this  half  of  the  public  revenue  by  direct  taxa- 
tion among  themselves,  still  the  manufacturing 
States  wo^d  not  accede  to  saoh  a  proportion. 
And  what,  sir,  (I  ask  £>r  no  idle  purpose,)  does 
this  &et  prove  t 

The  plain  and  naked  oueetion  is  presented  to 
them— will  yon  be  sattsned  to  acUost  this  eon- 
troversy,  by  being  relieved  entirely  from  one- 
half  of  the  harden  of  the  federal  revenue,  pay- 
ing only  your  due  proportion  ui  the  other  half? 
and  they,  indignantiy  spuming  the  ofl^,  reply 
that  they  will  not. 

Can  any  power  of  human  reasoning  more 
clearly  demonstrate  that  they  feel,  and  know 
that  they  will  pay  no  part  of  the  duties  pro- 
posed to  be  levied  on  the  entire  class  of  pro- 
tected articles?  The  matter  is  absolutely  too 
plain  for  argument,  and  it  comes  palpably  to 
this:  the  pMmle  of  the  Booth,  diarged  with 
disloyalty  to  tiie  tTnion,  agree  that  a  tribute  of 
twelve  and  a  half  per  oent.  should  be  levied 
upon  their  productions,  for  the  doable  purpose 
of  relieving  the  maoouotoi^rs  from  so  much 
taxation,  and  (pving  them  so  much  bounty; 
while  the  Union-lovuig  people  of  the  North  are 
resolved  to  put  the  Union  itself  in  imminent 
jetwardy,  unless  their  brethren  of  the  South 
will  reduce  themselves  to  absolute  vassalage,  by 
consenting  to  bring  to  the  mercenary  altar  ^ 
this  manufacturing  idol  three  times  the  pro- 
posed amount  of  tribute. 

It  most  be  obvioiiB,  rir,  that  vital  as  «n  the 
pecmdary  interests  invcdved  in  this  oontroversy, 
they  are  quite  seoondary  wheci  oompared  with 
the  principles  invdved  in  it. 

Its  tnie  character  and  importanoe  cannot  be 
seen  until  we  oonnder  it,  not  only  as  a  question 
of  interest,  but  as  a  questitm  of  right  and  justice. 
It  is  justice,  and  not  jnterest,  that  consecrates 
the  straggles  of  men  and  of  nations.  It  will 
not  do-,  therefore,  to  show  me,  however  clearly, 
that  .the  passage  tif  tiiis  bill  will  destroy  your 
interests  and  desolate  your  ooontry,  as  the  ex- 
isting system  has  destroyed  and  desolated  mine. 
I  am  not  bow  considering  yonr  interests,  but 
your  rights ;  1  am  not  going  to  try  this  ques- 
tion by  the  barbarian  test  ^  power  and  num- 
bers, but  by  the  principles  of  eternal  justioe. 

And  jn  this  saored  xbnini,  I  put  these  qoes- 
tions  to  every  manufacturer  m  the  Umon: 
What  ii^ustioe  will  this  bill  Infliot  npon  yon  f 
What  ri^t  of  yours  will  it  violate  ?  What  par- 
ticle of  your  property  vill  it  confiscate,  and  to 
whom  will  it  unlawfoUy.  or  wrongfully  transfer 
it?  I  b^,  rir,  that  these  questions  may  not 
be  evaded  by  empty  and  unmeaning  generali- 
ties, but.  that  uey  will  be  openly  and  fiuriy 
met,  and  distinctly  answered.  I  atknit,  sir,  that 
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&ia  bill,  shoold  it  pass,  will  do  very  great  dam- 
age to  the  maQnfactnring  States,  bnt  it  will  be, 
in  legal  phraaeoli^,  damaged  without  injory, 
TrnleHB  they  will  show  that  some  l^al  or  moral 
right  will  be  Tiolated. 

Let  na  hot  htqnire  whe&er  there  b  a  ahadow 
trfgroond  fbr  alleging tiiatsnoh  lathe  fiuit;  and, 
to  give  the  inqoi^  a  practical  form,  I  will  first 
ask,  in  what  mode,  and  by  wh^  prooess,  will 
^e  Northern  manQ&otarera  be  injured  by  the 
passage  of  thia  bill  I  They  are  ready  to  inform 
U8,  in  reply,  aa  we  have  heard  it  a  thonsand 
times  echoed  and  re-echoed  from  every  sonroe, 
in  every  form,  and  In  every  quarter  of  the 
Union,  that  they  are  waging  a  great  national 
contest  in  favor  of  domestio  indnstiy,  and 
agfdnst  foreign  indostry ;  and  it  is  gravely  con- 
tended that  every  patriot  la  boond,  upon  his 
aUegianoe,  to  take  sides  with  the  dimiestic 
i^caOut  the  ftveign  b^Igerent 

Nov,  dr,  as  obis  idea  of  a  contest  betweoi 
domestio  uid  foreign  iodvatry  is  the  lurking 
fidlaoy  which  lies  at  the  very  fonndation  of  the 
American  system,  I  solicit  the  calm  and  dis- 
passionate ^tentlon  of  the  committee  to  a  plain 
and  practical  analysis,  by  which  I  tiilnk  it  will 
be  cleaily  demonstrated  that,  in  this  as  in  other 
instanoes,  men  and  nations  have  been  carried 
away  by  mere  names,  and  have  permitted  the 
sober  dictates  of  common  sense  to  be  over- 
whelmed by  one  of  the  most  arrant  Impostnres 
and  dehisions  that  has  ever  existed  in  the  dvil- 
ised  world  since  the  darkest  days  o{  popery. 
It  is  a  deloflion,  rir,  as  anti-sodal,  and,  I  wUl 
add,  as  anti-chrfsUan,  as  that  which  indnoed  an 
eminent  Jurist  of  England  to  express  the  opinion 
that  enry  sabjeot  who  held  certain  religions 
opinions,  not  conformable  to  the  established 
wth,  dionld  be  regarded  in  law  as  an  tilen 
enemy. 


Wbdnesdat,  May  80. 

Stagey  of  thd  Coast. 

On  this  bill,  Ur.  Wabd.  of  Kew  York,  said 
he  did  not  rise  to  oppoaa  tae  Ull  under  oonsid- 
eratitm,  but  for  the  pn^Ktee  of  snbmttti:^  to 
the  oonndertition  of  the  Oonunittee  on  awA 
Attain  the  expediency  of  proposing  an  unend- 
ment  to  the  bill,  and  whloh,  if  adopted,  wonld 
be  a  means  of  saving  much  money  to  the  na- 
tion. Thesorvey  of  the  coast,  he  said,  was  first 
contemplated  in  the  year  1607,  aa  appears  by 
letters  from  Ur.  Oalh^  then  Secretary  of  Gie 
Treasnry,  to  Mr.  Easier,  and  was  intended  for 
the  bend&t  of  onr  navigating  and  commercial 
interests.  The  law  of  that  year  is  now  proposed 
to  be  revised  by  the  present  bill,  which  provides 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
have  the  power  to  appoint  a  snitable  person  as 
asfanmomer  to  ocmdnotit,  together  win  offioere 
of  the  amy  and  navy.  That  part  relating  to 
an  astronomer,  or  rather  the  empl<^ent  of 
tivil  characters  was  abcdished  in  the  year  1818. 

Two  methods  were  reoonuDttided  for  the  sor- 


[Hat,  1832. 

vey  of  Ihe  ooast,  nnder  the  act  of  1807,  and,  in 
his  opinion,  the  wrong  one  was  adopted ;  that 
is,  one  by  measnring  a  series  of  trian^es  all 
along  the  coast,  connecting  by  t^em  the  princi- 
pal points,  and  called  a  triangnlation :  the  other, 
-that  of  ascertuning  all  tiie  princ^wl  pmnts  1^ 
the  use  of  chronometers  and  astrononocal  obser- 
vat^ons,  and  technically  called  the  cbnjoametnc 
mode.  The  triangnlation  mode  was  adopted, 
and  after  being  continned  for  ten  yean,  and  at 
an  expense  of  npwards  of  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  so  little  had  been  accomplished,  that 
Congress  pnt  a  stop  to  it,  and  wisely,  too,  for 
it  would  have  been  almost  an  endless  work,  and 
would  have  expended  for  the  nation  several 
millions  of  dollars.  Indeed,  said  he,  it  would 
have  taken  almost  a  century  to  complete  it, 
judging  fi-om  the  progress  that  was  made  dur- 
ing the  ten  years  that  it  was  continned,  and 
from  the  progress  whidi  other  nations  liave 
made  in  similar  works.  Both  the  Eoglub  and 
the  French  began  theirs  in  1789 ;  the  fonner 
was  not  finished  until  1820,  and  the  latter  is 
not  yet  completed.  The  triangnlation  of  Ire- 
land he^an  in  1826 ;  and  by  the  report  of  the 
proceedmgs  in  1881,  it  appears  that  onlj  about 
one-third  part  was  finished.  If  the  law  <tf  1807 
shoold  be  revived  without  limitataop,  it  wmdd 
bring  tills  burden  again  upon  us. 

The  reasons  why  the  bill  ought  not  to  be 
adopted,  aa  it  now  stands,  are,  uiat  a  correct 
knowled^  of  onr  coasts  may  be  obtfdned  in  a 
much  shortw  lime,  and  at  veiy  moderate  ex- 
pense, by  adopting  the  chronometrio  mode.  Ii 
18  well  nown,  donbUeea,  to  all  the  membm  cf 
this  House,  that  very  great  improvements  have 
taken  place  In  the  making  of  .chronometN&^ 
within  these  twenty-five  years.  This  mode  «f 
ascertaining  points  and  places  of  a  coast 
been  praotued  with  very  great  accuracy  in  En- 
rope  by  the  English,  French,  and  Rosaana,  in 
all  their  late  surveys;  the  accuracy  in  combi- 
nation with  astronomical  observations  is  not 
surpassed  by  any  other  mode  in  ascerijuning 
the  pofiitioii  of  places.  It  has  been  employed 
to  correct  the  triangulations,  and  BucceKrally, 
havuig  detected  an  error  of  five  seconds  in  time 
of  longitude  in  all  the  stationary  p<nnt8  in  Uie 
biangulation  of  England. 

The  coast  survey,  said  Mr.  W.,  wiS  not  be 
completed,  if  the  method  of  triangnlation  is 
again  adopted,  under  sixty  years,  and  that, 
too,  at  an  expense  of  many  millions  of  dolkr^ 
and  our  navigating  interest  will derivenoearUi- 
ly  benefit  from  it  whtitever  daring  all  that  tinie. 
whereas,  if  the  chronometrical  mode  ^onld  Iw 
adopted,  (and  he  hoped  the  committee  would 
propose  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  that  effect 
whea  it  shall  have  been  reported  to  the  House,) 
it  may  be  completed  In  five  years,  and  the  re- 
sults will  be  of  use  immediate^  to  the  oamxaa- 
dal  and  shipping  interest  of  onr  ooontiy.  Tbere 
are  already  several  aoimrate  Burveys  ot  the 
coast,  and  all  that  is  now  required  is  to  ezaadse 
the  harbors  and  diflteent  liuet&  as  dso  alD  fte 
principal  hghthouses,  oapes^  and  headlands. 
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The  bilb  were  aeTerall^  reported  to  the 
House.* 

iht  Oinernmmt. 

The  Houbc  affsin  went  into  committee  on  Iha 
tariff  bill 

Ur.  Applxion  moved  to  amoid  it  by  etriking 
out  tiie  firat  section ;  which  motion  being  de- 
batable^ he  proceeded  to  address  the  House  at 
length  in  reply  to  Ur.  MoDukfik. 

Mr.  ApPurroN  said  It  was  with  great  diffi- 
dence that  he  addressed  himself  to  tbecoramit- 
teo,  in  reply  to  the  eloquent  speech  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  South  Carulina ;  but  it 
could  not  have  escaped  the  notice  of  l^e  com- 
mittee, that  that  gentleman  had  thought  proper 
to  malce  the  application  of  his  argument  so  per- 
sonal to  him,  (Mr.  A.,)  and  to  make  his  appeals 
to  him  as  representing  a  manufacturing  interest, 
eo  direct  that  hehadno  cSioiee  bntto  t&ow  him- 
self on  th^  indnlgenoe.  It  is  true,  said  Ur.  A, 
that,  as  a  represoitatiTe  of  a  district  deeply  in- 
terested in  this  qnestion,  I  had  supposed  that  it 
might  become  my  duty,  at  some  period  of  the 
debate,  to  take  a  part  in  It  Bat,  so  far  as  per- 
sonal considerations  are  concerned,  I  should  have 
preferred  to  have  done  it  under  circumstances 
which  woold  not  have  brought  me  so  imme- 
diately in  contrast  with  the  distinguished  gen- 
Uemau  from  South  Carolina ;  and  f  might,  pos- 
sibly, have  shrunk  from  the  attempt,  but  for 
the  conviction  that  the  advantages  which  that 
gentieman  possesses,  in  the  command  of  lan- 
gaage,  and  the  graces  and  power  of  oratory,  are 
oounterbalaneed  by  the  oircumstanoe  that  they 
have  been  put  in  requirition  to  sustain  a  posi- 
tion fhndamentaSy  false;  whilst  to  me  remains 
the  easier  task  of  defenung  the  truth,  which, 
in  the  words  oi  the  poet,  "  needs  no  flowers  of 
speech." 

The  honorable  gentleman  A*om  South  Oaro- 
lina  placed  himself  at  my  side  as  a  rival  manu- 
facturer, and  charges  me  with  robl>ery  and  plun- 
der, for  the  purpose  of  destroying  his  compe- 
tition. He  inqnires  by  what  right  I  claim  thus 
to  deprive  him  of  his  property,  and,  in  the  im- 
passioned tones  which  indicate  a  deep  convic- 
tion of  injury  sustained,  demands  of  me  Jastioe. 
I  assure  that  boumble  gentleman  that  I  am 
wholly  unoonadoos  of  having  done  Um  wnrng. 
I  am  not  aware  of  having  any  thing  of  bis  in 
my  possession,  and  am  most  ready,  if  I  con,  to 
do  him  ample  justice.  But,  sir,  I  cannot  rec- 
ognize him  in  his  assumed. character  of  mana- 
facturer ;  I  meet  him  here  in  the  character  in 
wUch  he  has  presented  himself  in  tins  debate 
— an  eipounder  of  political  economy. 

It  must  be  apparent,  Ur.  Chairman,  tiiat  the 
question  of  the  tariff,  as  connected  with  the  bill 
on  yonr  table,  and  the  accompanying  report  of 

*lttotw«tr-flT»  jtm  ilnM  this ^»edi mi  ddlmnd: 
Dm  WuvnkUon  motliod  of  tainj  bu  bMn  eosttnaad,  tod 
tlw  itito  and  ooat  cf  ttw  vork  erf  ■nrrejlng  ttia  eouti  of  tha 
TTslUd  Statw  MWt  to  iBTMt  tht  qiMA  wttk  tlw  diaiwte 
afifspbav. 


[H.  or  B. 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  so  eloquent- 
ly exphuned  and  enforced  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina,  the  chairman 
of  tiiat  committee,  assumes  a  character  alto- 
gether new  in  this  House.  It  is  not  a  question 
of  the  general  expediency  of  a  system  of  pro- 
tection to  domestic  manufactures ;  it  is  not  a 
question  of  modification  or  improvement  of  the 
tariff;  it  presents  the  naked  question,  whether 
a  system  of  protection,  founded  on  impost  du- 
Uea,  is  at  war  with  the  eternal  principles  of  jas- 
tioe, and  should,  oonsequeiitly,  be  abandoned. 

We  have,  during  the  last  few  years,  heard 
great  compuunt  of  the  unequal  operation  of  the 
tariff  upon  different  sections  oi  the  country, 
with  no  distinct  explanation  of  the  nature  of 
this  inequality. 

The  Pniladelidiia  eonvemtion  ot  the  last  sum- 
mer, in  their  address  to  the  people,  make  bitter 
complamts  of  the  inequality,  oppression,  and 
injustice  of  the  tariff,  but  withont  the  slightest 
specification  of  the  mode  and  mamier  in  which 
this  inequali^  and  iiuustioe  are  brought  about. 
The  cha^  <i  inequality  is,  in  fact,  completely 
neutralized  by  the  allegation  that  "  the  ayston 
operates  with  an  ii^urions  influence  on  the 
eevenH  intaroBta  erf  agriculture,  navlg&tim,  com- 
merce, the  meohanio  arta,  and  even  on  manu- 
factures themselves ; "  whilst  all  the  reaaiHiiug 
of  the  address  goes  to  show  its  iojurious  opera- 
tion upon  all  ciaaeoB,  and  upon  all  interests. 

At  lengtii,  however,  the  mystery  is  solved. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Ueans  explains  the  whole  matter,  and  exliibits 
to  us  the  process  by  which  t|)e  tariff  is  made  to 
blast  and  wither  £Bir  fields  of  the  South, 
whilst  scattering  plenty  and  wealth  over  the 
Uiddle  and  Northern  States  of  the  Union.  The 
notable  diacovery  has  been  made,  an  im- 
post dulgr  la  not,  as  heretofore  sqppoaed^  a  tax 
upon  the  oonaomera  of  fhe  cfnnmodities  on 
which  it  is  levied,  but  falls,  exclusively,  on  the 
ori^nal  prodnoers  of  the  exports  given  in  ex- 
change for  the  imported  commodities ;  and,  in- 
asmnoh  as  the  exports  of  the  United  States  are 
composed,  mostly,  of  the  articles  of  cotton,  rice, 
and  tobacco,  the  productions  of  the  South,  the 
tax  levied  on  imports  Imposes  a  very  unequal 
burden  on  the  planters  of  the  Southern  States, 
the  producers  of  those  articles  of  export,  Eo  v- 
ever  extraordinary  it  may  be,  this  proporitioa 
has  been  brought  before  this  House,  under  the 
sanction  of  one  of  its  most  important  commit- 
tees, aa  an  established  truth,  on  the  faith  of 
which,  and  in  obedioiee  to  Its  reqnidtiona,  we 
are  called  upon  to  abandon  a  long-estabUshed 
system  <rf  P<^<7i  ^  whatever  samfioe  of  the 
property  of  bidivMnals. 

As  a  speculative  opinitm  it  is  not  altogether 
new.  The  distinguished  gentieman  from  South 
Carolina  is  well  known  as  its  author  or  discov- 
erer, and  he  has  stated  to  the  committee  that 
he  proclaimed  it  in  this  House  something  more 
than  two  years  ago.  I  well  remember  its  first 
promulgation,  and  that  it  oaiuht  my  attention 
as  a  mere  eurioaity — an  idle  and  harmless 
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speonlatiOD;  bat,  to  my  utter  aatoniBbmeat, 
under  the  fostering  care  of  its  author,  this  dis- 
regarded opinion  has  been  made  to  assume  form 
and  consistence,  until  it  has  found  its  waj 
within  these  walls,  under  the  high  eanotion  of 
an  elaborated  report,  under  oiroumstanoes  and  in 
a  character  (tf  mpalling  intwest,  and  threaten- 
ing nothing  leflathan  tl^  integrity  of  the  Union. 
Begarding  it,  as  I  do^  as  a  proposition  totally 
false— nay,  more,  as  a  miserable  fallacy,  hardly 
worthy,  in  itself,  of  serious  argument — cannot 
be  insen^ble  to  the  power  of  that  genius  which 
not  only  has  been  awe 

"  To  ^ra  to  dry  nothing 
A  local  habiution  and  a  name,** 

but  to  persuade  a  very  considerable  section  of 
the  country  not  only  of  the  absolnte  truth  of 
the  pr(^>osition  itaell^  bnt  to  have  wrought  up 
thdr  mh^  to  brave  all  the  horrors  of  disnnhm 
or  a  utU  war  in  support  of  it 

lb*.  Chairman,  let  nsinqmxe  into  this  matter. 
The  amonnt  paid  into  the  Treasory  for  impost 
is  a  tax  falling  upon  somebody ;  all  taxes  are 
levied  upon  the  property  of  some  one.  Direct 
taxes  come  out  of  the  property  on  whioh  they 
are  levied ;  the  owner  of  the  property  taxed 
has  no  escape  from  a  direct  contribution;  An 
impost  is  an  indirect  tax,  and  the  payment  of  it 
is  a  voluntary  matter  on  the  part  of  the  person 
paying.  The  impost  duty  is  incorporated  in  the 
price  of  the  commodi^  imported,  and  the  pay- 
ment cmF  a  tax  depends  on  the  fact  (rf  a  purchase ; 
the  dnty,  therraiwe,  falls  necessarily  upon  the 
consumer  who  is  tlje  last  porchBser.  The  im- 
portation of  goods  subject  to  impost  ia  made  by 
a  distinct  class — ^the  merchante ;  they  pay  no 
part  of  Uie  tax,  because  they  make  no  importa- 
tion bat  with  a  view  to  profit ;  no  one  makes 
an  importation  bnt  with  the  belief  and  expecta- 
tion that  tlie  oonmiodity  imported  will  sell  for 
a  price  whi^  shall  include  at  least  the  original 
cost,  tiie  duty  of  impost,  and  all  other  charges, 
with  some  profit  to  himself.  Should  ttiis  ex- 
pectation he  disappointed,  he  is  at  liberty  to 
send  his  commodity  to  any  other  market,  with- 
out being  affected  br  the  duty,  since  that  is, 
in  that  case,  returned  to  him  in  the  way  of  a 
drawback. 

Impost  duties  are,  therefore,  taxes  apon  the 
consumption  of  the  country.  The  line  of  cus- 
tom-houses may  be  considered  as  a  harrier,  or 
wall,  separating  each  conntry  irom  the  great 
general  market  of  the  world.  Within  that  en- 
closure  the  price  of  every  article  of  imported 
merchandise  indudea  the  price  in  the  general 
market  of  the  world,  together  with  the  duty 
imposed     it  in  that  particular  country. 

It  is  undoubtedly  tnie  that  the  addition  of  a 
duty  may,  and  often  will,  lessen  the  consump- 
tion of  a  commodity,  and  thus  affect  tlie  for^^ 
producer  or  manntaotnrer.  It  may  compel  him 
to  reduce  the  price  mtne  or  les^  even  to  an 
amount  eqoal  to  the  duty  imposed,  or  to  reduce 
tiie  miantity,  or  to  abuidon  the  prodnotioa  al- 
togeuier,  aooordlng  to  dronmatanoee.  Thus 


the  tariff  on  woollens  in  this  country  may,  and 
nndoubtedly  does,  affect  the  mano&ctnre  ttf 
woollens  in  Engiland ;  but  to  make  out  the  cmcl 
that  OUT  dn^  on  wocdlens  reduoes  the  |nioe  of 
cotton  in  Bouth  Oarolina,  reqoiras  aa  cfibrt  of 
the  imagination  qmtebOTt^idiivotmiiffdieiieiooL 
We  are  next  told,  Hr.  Ohamnan,  that  Eng^ 
land  cannot  take  our  cotton  unless  we  take  her 
manu&ctures.  That  the  difficulty  of  ""^"g 
payment  has  reduced  the  price  cotton  two 
cents  a  pound,  because  the  planter  being  obliged 
to  bring  home  specie,  the  effect  is  to  dein«inate 
the  value  of  specie' in  the  United  States,  whilst 
the  same  cause  tends  to  enhance  ita  value  in 
Great  Britain.  The  consequence  u,  thiA  the 
cotton  which  the  planter  selb,  is  sold  at  the  low 
price  resulting  &om  the  deameea  ctf  upaoA 
abroad,  whilst  all  his  supplies  are  pun^aaed  at 
the  high  pxicea  resnlting  fixnn  an  ^nu^lazioe 
and  depretnationinthe  vuneof  qiecie  athome^ 
tiie  oomlnned  effect  of  which  ia  equal  to  »  de- 
duetiwi  of  two  baits  a  pound  on  tiu  inioe  of 
his  cotton. 

Before  examining  the  theory  on  whidi  this 
is  founded,  and  the  process  by  which  it  ia 
bronght  about,  I  cannot  but  be  struck  with  the 
slngEuarity  of  the  circumstance  that  it  should 
be  bronght  forward  at  the  present  time.  One 
would  suppose  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
bring  forward  this  argument  when  there  was 
some  indication  of  an  approximation,  at  leas^ 
to  a  state  <tf  things  bearing  some  reeemblance 
to  the  case  supposed. 

The  evil  ^ects  of  a  redundance  of  spede  in 
consequence  of  the  importations  of  that  artida 
from  England,  conld  hardly  have  been  expected 
to  have  been  brought  forward  at  a  time  when, 
for  nearly  a  twdvemonth,  our  banks  have  beui 
pouring  out  their  specie,  to  nay  our  balanoea  to 
England,  to  a  degree  of  exhaustion  which  haa 
required  a  contraction  of  the  currency  to  an  ex- 
tent which  has  produced  very  considerable  em- 
barrassment in  the  commercial  cities,  and  a 
great  reduction  in  the  price  of  commodities 
We  have  lately  had  Imd  on  our  tables  a  state- 
ment from  the  Treasury  Department  cX.  the 
amount  of  our  imports  from,  and  exports  to^ 
the  Britash  European  porta  dnring  .uie  year 
ending  80th  September  last,  one  of  whioh  I  bold 
in  my  hand,  showing  the  amount  of  the  former 
to  be  44,244,284  dollars,  and  of  the  latter,  84,- 
684,893  dollars ;  making  an  excess  of  impwta 
over  exports  of  nearly  deven  millions  of  dollars ; 
nearly  two  millions  of  the  expwts  appearing  to 
have  been  in  specie. 

On  the  ground  of  apprehension  for  the  future, 
it  would  not  have  been  surpri^ng  if  some  argu- 
ment of  the  sort  had  been  brought  forward, 
were  it  proposed  to  extend  a  prohibitory  tariff 
to  every  article  of  foreign  prodnctitm.  Bat  it 
does  seem  to  me  most  singularly  ill-timed,  in 
reference  to  the  avowed  policy  of  the  frieods 
of  the  protective  ^r&tem,  which  propoeea  a 
general  reduction  of  duties,  opening  wide  the 
door  of  importation,  a  general  extensiw  of  in- 
ward oommeoM^  with  the  ^ngte  ezoeptioa  of  a 
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few  manafactnrefl  and  prodnota,  for  whloh  thej 
claim  the  proteotioa  of  the  established  system. 
Id  this  state  of  things,  can  any  thing  be  more 
prepofiterons  than  making  it  aqnestion  whether 
England  can  pay  ns  for  those  of  onr  prodnots 
for  which  she  has  ocoamon  f 

London  is  the  banking-honse  of  the  world. 
A  sale  of  cotton,or  other  commoditiee,  payable 
in  the  omrency  of  London,  ^ves  to  the  party 
making  sDoh  rale  the  power  of  purchasing  with 
it  every  production  in  every  part  of  the  world. 
It  is  a  power  as  onivennl  as  oommeroe^  as  wide 
as  the  c^6be. 

Onr  teade  with  Oiina,  Java,  Lidia,  Oaba,  and 
the  Bradls,  in  which  we  pnrofaase  much  more 
than  we  sell,  is,  in  a  great  measnre,  carried  on 
by  credits  on  London. 

I  hftve  been  famished  with  an  estimate,  on 
whidi  I  have  perfect  reliance,  of  the  amonnt  of 
bills  on  London  negotiated  in  onr  trade  witii 
those  ooontiies  during  the  last  year,  amonnting 
to  between  nine  and  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
upwuds  of  half  being  done  in  ports  beyond  the 
0^  of  Qood  Hope.  Our  trade  with  all  those 
countries,  therefore,  fmmisbes  ns  an  exchange 
for  the  prodnctions  of  the  planting  States  shipped 
toEn^Bud,  aa  direct  and  efEMtoalaa  the  import 
tation  of  wndlena  and  cottons  fhmi  Liverpool. 

The  American  mtem  originated,  perhaps,  as 
mD^  as  in  any  tmng,  in  the  endeavor  to  coun- 
teract the  constant  tendency  of  oar  relations 
and  trade  with  England  to  create  balances 
against  us,  which  must  be  paid  in  speene.  The 
payment  of  these  balances,  in  this  mode,  affects 
the  bank  tnrcnlation,  oooasionH  a  o(mtraction  of 
the  currency,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  a 
scarcity  of  money — a  state  of  things  which 
checks  all  industry,  and  embarrasses  all  trade, 
more  or  less,  according  to  the  d^ree  of  the  in- 
tensity of  the  pressare. 

This  is  the  neceasaiy  state  of  thuigs  between 
a  nuonfiutnrtaig  nation  and  an  agricnltnral  one. 
The  mannfiaotnres  are  t^red  on  raedit,  and 
■grionUarists,  individually,  and  in  the  mass,  are 
very  apt  to  take  freely  the  credit  offered  them, 
nntd  ue  necesu^  of  pt^meut  imposes  the  salu- 
tary and  necessary  check.  With  all  onr  ad- 
vances in  manu&otores,  it  will  be  a  loi^  time, 
if  it  ever  arrive,  before  we  shall  take  of  her 
immediate  prodoctions  a  less  amount  than  she 
will  take  of  ours.  The  tendency,  thus  has 
been  wholly  the  other  way. 

The  whole  question  of  the  effect  of  the  tariff 
on  the  production  of  the  cotton  planter  is  re- 
solved into  the  inqniff  whether  it  does,  in  fact, 
iMsm  the  oonsumpuon  of  ootttm.  Beoanse, 
without  d<Hng  00,  it  la  inocmo^vable  that  it 
dionld  in  any  way  diminish  its  price.  It  will 
not  be  pretended  that  more  manafaotares  of 
cotton  would  be  consumed  in  the  United  States 
if  the  manafaotare  were  carried  on  wholly  in 
Euf^and. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  quite  obvious  that  the 
consumption  of  Ainerioan  cotton  in  the  United 
States  is  greatly  increased  in  conseqnaaoe  of 
the  establishment  of  the  manu&oture  in  this 


country;  the  qnestion,  therefore,  is,  whether 
other  parts  of  tne  world  use  fewer  mannfaeturee 
of  cotton  in  consequence  of  pur  protecting  du- 
ties on  woollens,  cottons,  and  iron.  To  me  it 
is  wholly  inconceivable  that  any  each  effect 
can  be  produced.  How  does  oar  tariff  abridge, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  the  ability  of  any  nation 
under  heaven  to  consume  cottons  ? 

It  may,  perhiqw,  be  owing  to  obtuseness  of 
mind,  bat  I  cannot  And,  in  the  various  illustra- 
tions of  the  theory  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Oar61ina,flny  approach  to  that  demon* 
stratiou  which  he  so  confidently  promised  us— 
any  thing  like  pnwtioal  truth.  The  whole  ap- 
pears to  me  a  tissue  of  sophistries,  ingeniouuy 
put  t<wether,  and  showing,  in  the  gentleman 
himself  some  portion,  at  least,  of  thathallaci- 
nation  of  mind  which  he  attributes  so  fireely  to 
all  who  refuse  assent  to  them. 

The  &ct  is,  men  of  genins,  who  ^re  them- 
selves up  to  abstruse  speculations  on  any  subject^ 
are  very  liable  to  fall  into  gross  errors  in  apply- 
ing their  deductions  as  rules  in  practical  life. 
This  is  partionlarly  trne  in  the  study  of  political 
economy,  the  most  abstruse  of  all  subjects.  It 
may  be  defined  the  sdence  of  ultimate  tenden- 
cies ;  and  the  more  remote  and  rectmdite  tho 
tendency,  the  greater  the  merit  of  the  diaoov- 
ery.  Aa  a  striking  examine  of  thia,  I  shkU 
quote  Dr.  UoOnlkich,  the  present  professor  of 
political  economy  in  tne  Univerrity  of  London, 
and  the  Magnus  Apollo  of  the  sdiool  of  ultra 
free  trade.  In  the  following  out  what  he  con- 
siders a  most  important  ducoveiy  of  Mr.  Ri- 
cardo,  to  wit,  that  since  commodities  are  made 
up  of  the  profits  of  capital,  and  the  wages  of 
labor,  and  the  effect  of  a  rise  in  one  of  these 
elements  is  not  to  increase  the  price  of  the  com- 
modity, but  to  depress  the  otner  element,  he 
perceives  that  it  necessarily  follows  that  the 
tendwoy  of  a  rise  of  waves  will  be  to  increase 
the  use  of  machinery,  and  bo,  eventoally,  to  in- 
crease the  quantity  m  those  oommo^ties  which 
are  produced  by  machinery,  and,  as  a  neoeBsary 
consequence,  to  reduce  their  price. 

I  refer  those  who  are  cnrious  in  these  matters 
to  the  sixth  seot^  in  the  third  part  of  MoCul- 
loch's  "  Frindples  of  Political  Economy,"  and 
shall  eonteat  myself  with  reading  his  practical 
application  of  them,  from  an  arttde  on  the  cot- 
ton manufactore  in  the  Edinburgh  Review  for 
June,  1827,  avowedly  written  by  Dr.  McOul- 
looh.  In  discussing  the  question  how  far  the 
cotton  manufacture  in  England  was  in  danger 
of  suffering  by  the  competition  of  fVanoe,  on 
account  of  the  wages  sndT  taxes  l>eing  there  so 
mnoh  lower,  he  uses  this  langoage :  "  Bnt,  ad- 
mitting, for  the  sake  of  iilnstraooiL  for  we  be- 
lieve the  fact  to  be  otherwise,  that  labor  is 
really  cheap^  in  France  than  in  England,  it 
will  not  require  any  very  elaborate  u*giunent 
to  show  that  this  circumstance  cannot,  <n  itself, 
lay  our  cotton  manufacturers  under  any  disad- 
vantage, as  compared  with  those  of  France,  or 
any  other  eoontry.'  We  admit  that  it  aotaaa, 
at  first  sight,  anffioiently  paradoxieal  to  affirm 
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that  an  increase  of  wages  has  a  tenden<^  to 
reduce  the  price  of  all  that  olass  of  commodities 
whidi,  like  cottont  and  manj  other  species  of 
manofactored  goods,  are  produced  chiefly  by 
the  ud  of  machinery.  Bat  the  paradox  is  only 
in  appearance ;  and  a  very  small  de«ee  o£  at- 
tention will  ooDTinoe  any  one  at  lU  fomlliar 
with  sndi  investigatifflUL  uiot  the  praporition  is 
as  imdeniable  a«  it  is  uoportont."  After  ez- 
jribiningthe  principle,  he  adds:  "This  prinoi- 
iriie  shows  oonolo^Tely  that,  instead  of  onr 
high  wages-  laying  oar  cotton  mannfactnrers 
muter  any  disadvantage,  as  compared  with 
foreigners,  their  effect  mast  be  distinctly  and 
completely  the  reverse.  The  idea  that  high 
wages  can  ever  be  i^Jorions  to  the  commerce 
of  a  ooontry,  is,  therefore,  goite  ima^^. 
They  tend,  indeed,  to  give  its  industry  a  pecn- 
liar  bias  and  direction,  but  that  is  all.  If^  on 
the  one  hand,  they  ruse  the  voloe  of  certain 
desoriptians  of  oouunodities,  and  ^eck  their  ex- 
portatum  on  the  other  hand,  they  proportionally 
lower  tiM  value  (rf  other  deseript^ons,  and  fit 
than  the  better  for  the  foreign  market  Oar 
mann&oturers  may,  therefore,  be  of  good  cheer." 

I  commend  this  theory  to  the  especial  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oarotina,  as 
a  counterpart  to  his  own ;  better  sopported  by 
all  the  forms  of  reasoning,  but  equuly  false  as 
a  matter  of  practical  uipUoation.  '  The  honora- 
ble gentleman  teom  South  Carolina  informed 
the  committee  that  the  discovery  that  duties  on 
imports  were  equivalent  to  a  tax  upon  exports, 
originated  with  himself  something  more  than 
two  years  ago ;  that,  on  ite  prcminlgation,  it 
mw  hoaboi  and  hmghed  at  But  he  had  since 
dlMX>vered  that  by  a  eingnlar  cdnddence,  the 
same  idea  bad  bem  promulgated  about  the 
same  period,  l^^  a  very  aninent  politioal  eo(mo* 
mist,  !^^essor  Senior,  of  the  University  of  Ox- 
ford ;  and  he  read  as  an  extract  from  one  of  the 
three  lectures  on  wages  published  by  that  gen- 
tleman, oontuning,  as  near  as  i  can  recollect, 
the  following  idea :  ^That  every  prohibition  of 
importation  is  a  prohibitirai  of  exportation ;  that 
every  restriction  on  the  importation  of  French 
nlks  is  a  restriction  on  exportation  of  those 
articles  with  which  those  silks  would  hare  been 
pundiased.** 

It  so  hwpmed,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  last 
summer,  \  these  three  lectures  of  Mr.  Senior  fell 
in  my  way,  and  I  looked  thnragh  them,  with- 
out diBoovering  the  new  prindple  of  the  gen- 
tietnan  fW>m  South  Carolina ;  neither  do  I  per- 
o^ve  it  now ;  and  I  will  refer  the  gentleman  to 
an  earlier  promulgation  o!  the  same  idea,  and  a 
ooincidence  still  more  striking  with  t&e  lan- 
guage used  by  him.  It  is  in  the  Edinburgh  Re- 
view for  December,  1826,  in  an  article  on  the 
American  tariff  attributed  to  the  some  Dr.  Mc- 
Oollooh  whom  I  have  already  quoted,  and  is 
as  follows :  Commerce  is  merely  an  exchange 
of  equivalents,  and  those  who  reftise  to  import, 
really,  by  so  iomg,  r^kise  to  export  U  Ameri- 
ca cease  to  buy  a  million's  worth  of  prodooe 
ftwn  fordgnen^  die  must,  at  tihe  same  time, 


cease  selling  to  them  a  million's  w<nth  of  wm 
other  species  of  prodaoe ;  that  is,  she  mmt 
cesse  sliding  to  tne  foreigner  the  ortidea  die 
bad  previously  been  aocostomed  to  expmt,  to 
pay  for  the  artioles  obtidned  from  hhn,  tbt 
-are.  in  Aitare,  through  the  i^eney  (rf  the  pro- 
himtian,  to  be  raised  at  hmne.  All,  thsnem; 
that  she  win  oooomplish  by  this  messore,  w31 
be  the  transfarenoe  of  o^itol  flmn  me  mod 
of  industry  to  another." 

There  is  certaiDly  nothing  new  in  the  nmnii- 
ciation  that  oommeroe  is  an  exchange  of  eqrir- 
aleuts.  The  idea  was  very  folly  iUostntedii 
the  very  able  pamphlet  on  the  buIUoa  qoeation, 
pubUshed  by  Mr.  Huskisson,  in  1811.  His 
idea  would  seem  to  have  been  the  germ  of  tha 
theory  of  the  gentieman  from  Sonth  Oarofina; 
but  I  do  not  peroeive  that  eithw  Mr.  Senior  a 
Dr.  McOnlloon  sustain  it  The  gentiemsn's  ir- 
gomeot,  as  I  understand  it,  pat  in  the  fonn  d 
a  ^yllof^sm,  stands  thus  :  "All  commerce  is  u 
exchange  <k  equivalents ;  imports  and  exwato 
are,  oonsequentiy,  equal  to  eadi  other.  Ihen* 
f!i>re,  ataxupon  imp<Htsis  equlvoleDttoatn 
upon  exports.  Now,  these  learned  profeswn 
appear  to  me  to  ftunirii  only  the  m^or  sad  the 
minor  propositions  of  the  eyllc^an.  The  cm- 
dnsion  seems  to  belong  to  the  gentiemsn  from 
South  Oart^ina,  and,  according  to  my  logic,  is 
a  palpable  non  tequitur.  I  do  not  see  the  coo- 
neotion.  Why  or  how  is  a  tax  upon  importe 
equivalent  to  a  tax  upon  exports!  Becaiue 
imports  and  exports  are  of  equal  values  t  It  is 
beyond  my  comprehension.  It  is  true  tint  i 
given  per  centage  on  equal  sums  will  prodne 
an  eqoftl  amount  That  a  tax  of  forty  per  cesL 
on  imports  is  equal  or  equiTalrat,  in  amoDBt, 
to  a  tax  of  fbrty  per  cent  on  exports,  is  idf- 
evident  But  to  that  it  fdls  od  ue  ssne 
parties,  appears  to  me  as  absurd  as  to  tlie 
estates  of  A,  in  Msasaobusetta,  aad  of  fi.  in 
South  Carolina,  are  equal ;  a  tax  on  A  is  eqmr- 
alent  to  a  tax  <«i  B ;  therefore,  B  pays  the  tu 
levied  upon  A.  And  is  it  for  oppres8i<»i  tnd 
injustice,  fbund'  to  exist  by  such  a  mode  itf 
reasoning,  that  Soath  Carolina  is  about  to  se- 
cede from  the  Union? 

The  honorable  gentieman  has  stated  his  cod- 
viction  that  South  Ourolina  will  not  sabmit 
He  has  even  fixed  the  utmost  period  triF  her  o- 
during  patieooe  ot  five  montiu :  he  has  giva 
OS  an  ominous  intimation  that  this  may  be  bis 
last  appearance  in  this  Ball.  Mr.  Ownnio, 
I  am  perfeotiy  aware  that  this  state  aS  excHe- 
ment  exists  in  South  Carolina.  I  believe  thit 
a  spark  onl^  is  wanting  to  li^t  it  into  s  Vim- 
Could  I  believe  in  the  propositioo  of  the  soitle- 
man  firom  South  Caroling  I  shotild  jnstiiT  ^ 
excitement.  I  would  join  South  CaroBns  in 
abolishing  the  tariff,  whatever  might  be  the 
consequence,  "the  gentleman  says,  tiiat  vitbis 
ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  years,  the  world  wUl  be 
lost  in  astonishment  that  his  theory  AoM  enr 
have  been  doubted.  I,  sir,  will  ventore  s 
counter  prophecy,  that  the  astutisbmeot  will 
be  of  a  dubrent  ohanoter— that  it  will  1» 
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ranked  with  those  deliudnu  vUdi  Bbonld 
teaoh  mankind  a  mortifying  leiMHi  of  hnmUi^. 


UoKDAT,  Jane  4. 
Virffinia  Military  Oiamt. 

The  House  took  vp  the  bill  fbr  the  '^r^nU 

oltums. 

[ThiB  bill  proposed  to  appropriate  about  $600,- 
000  to  the  State  of  Vir^nia,  to  reimbnrBe 
moneys  paid  by  her  to  certain  regiments  of  the 
Yirgiuia  line,  whioh  had,  on  application  hj 
Geoeral  Washington,  been  tranniuTed  to  the 
oontinental  service^ 

Ur.  Babboitb,  of  Yir^ia,  went  into  *  brief 
detail  of  the  fitcts  on  whioh  the  daim  was 
foanded.  He  denied  that  Virginia  now  came 
before  the  House  to  ask  the  Government  to 
discharge  the  engagements  she  had  entered  into 
with  her  own  troops.  Mr.  B.  ezpluned  that, 
as  to  two  of  the  regiments,  they  had  served 
wholly  in  the  continental  service — one  re^- 
ment  at  the  battle  of  Brandywin&  the  other  in 
a  snbaeqaent  battle ;  both  of  which  were  fought 
for  the  preservation  of  Philadelphia,  then  the 
ci^ital  of  the  United  States.  Another  oiass 
proved  for  by  the  bill  were  troops  whieh  had 
cluefly,  thongh  not  altogether,  been  enq>loyed 
in  the  servioe  of  the  Qvavai  Goremment 
Another  class  were  those  troops  whioh  had 
been  employed  in  the  oonqnest  of  the  Western 
oonntry,  and  as  to  whom  the  United  States  had 
agreed  to.  pay  Virginia  the  whole  of  the  ex- 
penses incnrred  In  the  conquest  or  preservation 
of  that  portion  of  oountir.  The  reason  why 
these  claims  had  been  delayed  to  the  present 
time  was  this :  at  the  close  of  the  war,  a  board 
of  officers  was  established  to  discriminate  as  to 
the  claims.  By  aa  act  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Virginia,  daimauts  were  allowed  to  go  into  her 
courts  of  law,  where  she  anfibred  herself  to  be 
inq>lioated.  These  claimants  did  so,  in  the 
pTMeootiw  of  their  daims ;  bqt  the  report  of 
the  board  of  officers  b«ng  lost,  the  court  of  ap- 
peals, according  to  the  well-known  mle  of  law 
which  requires  that  the  best  evidence  diall  be 
produced  whioh  a  case  will  admit  of,  dedded 
against  these  daims.  The  report  was  after- 
wards foond,  and  the  daimants  obtained  judg- 
ment agfdnst  the  State  of  Virg^a  for  remuner- 
ation for  those  services  which  had  been  render- 
ed, not  to  that  State,  but  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bahbtow,  of  New  Yorlc,  sud  that  it  was 
with  great  diffidence  he  at  any  time  rose  to 
discQss  a  question  in  tiiis  House,  and  he  was 
peooliarly  unwilling,  at  all  times,  to  oppose  any 
measure  whioh  was  brooc^t  forward  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Yi^nia,  (Mr.  Bab- 
BODB.)  Nothing  but  s  sense  of  duty  would 
ever  induce  him  to  throw  himself  upon  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  How ;  for  he  was  contented, 
on  all  ordinary  occadons,  to  give  his  vote  hon- 
estly and  oonscientiouBly,  and  leave  it  to  others, 
if  they  choose,  to  search  for  the  reascms  of  his 
conducts  and  to  put  snoh  oonatrootiooL  upon  his 
Vol.  XL— 16 


[H.  or  B. 

motives  as  they  mi^t  deem  proper.  But,  as 
he  deemed  the  question  now  before  the  Honae 
to  be  one  of  great  importance,  not  merely  on 
aooount  of  the  large  amount  of  the  oldm,  but 
because  he  conddered  the  principle  sought  to 
be  established  by  this  bill  of  great  consequence 
to  this  Government,  he  asked  the  attention  of 
the  House  while  he  stated  some  of  the  reasons 
that  would  induce  him  to  vote  against  this  bill. 

It  will  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  B.,  that,  at  an 
early  day,  the  continental  Congress  took  up  the 
subject  of  allowing  half  pay  to  the  officers  oi 
the  revdutionaiy  army  who  shoold  serve  to  the 
end  of  the  war.  Aa  early  as  1778,  or  perhaps 
before  Uiat  time,  this  important  sul^eot  was 
brought  before  them,  bnt  the  resolution  which 
settled  the  principle  of  half  pay  for  Itfta,  was 
not  adoptedT  until  the  11th  of  August,  1770. 
The  resolution  of  Congress  of  March  23,  1788, 
substituted  five  years'  whole  pay,  instead  of 
half  pay  for  life,  at  the  request,  or  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  officers  entitled  to  the  same.  Pre- 
vious to  the  passage  of  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  August,  1779,  the  State  of  Virginia 
took  up  this  subject,  and  in  May,  1779,  passed 
a  law  promising  half  pay,  during  life,  to  all  the 
offioers  of  the  army  who  were  dtizena  of  that 
commonwealth,  whether  serving  in  the  State 
troops,  or  in  the  oontutental  line,  provided  Cmi- 
mss  md  not  make  "  tantamount  jffovidmi"  for 
wem.  This  law  of  Yirfpnia  was  highly  honor- 
able to  the  Legislatnre  of  that  State,  who,  in 
anticipation  of  what  Congress  might  do,  had 
thus  made  the  State  liable  to  the  expense  of  half 
pay,  for  life,  to  all  the  officers  of  the  army  who 
were  dtizens  of  that  State.  The  very  words 
of  the  act  show  that  it  was  considered  a  State 
bounty,  and  it  was  expected  and  intended, 
without  doubt,  that  the  State  should  pay  all 
those  for  whom  Congress  did  not  make  "  tanta- 
mount providon ; "  and  it  could  not  hare  been 
anticipated  that  Oongrees  would  go  fbrthtf  than 
to  provide  for  those  who  were  on  the  oonti- 
neutal  estaUiahment.  This  was  an  act  of  gen- 
erodty  on  the  part  of  Vir^^nia,  and  the  patri- 
otic Virginians  of  those  tunes  oonld  not  have 
expected  Congress  to  provide  for  the  officers  in 
their  State  troops,  who  were  dtizens  of  Vir- 
ginia, without  providing  for  the  officers  in  tiie 
State  line  of  other  States.  Congress  did  pro- 
vide, as  was  expected,  for  the  officers  of  the 
continental  army,  and  consequently  relieved 
Virginia  from  the  payment  of  the  officers  of 
that  State  who  were  on  the  continental  estab- 
lishment 

I  will  not  enter  into  adisousdon  of  the  daim 
whioh  the  officers  of  the  State  tnx^  of  Yfav 

f'nia  might  liave  had  upcm  that  Stat&  nor  will 
Inquire  how  or  why  it  baa  hmwnea  that  die 
has  kept  those  officers  out  ai  their  promised  re- 
ward for  half  a  centnry.  Her  law  of  May,  1 779, 
ought  not  to  have  been  misunderstood.  I 
know,  however,  that  it  has  been  evaded,  under 
a  pretence  that  those  officers  did  not  serve  to 
the  end  of  the  war.  It  ^teara  evident  to  mi^ 
,  however,  that  tiie  dum  m  those  offioers  upon 
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Vir^oia  was  founded  in  Jnstioe,  and,  as  the^ 
were  not  dtsoha^;ed  until  Febroary,  1788,  ihey 
had  good  right  to  snppose  they  bad  served  to 
the  end  of  toe,  war,  althongh  the  definite  treaty 
of  peace  was  not  ratified  till  some  time  after. 

The  laws  of  Vir^oia  haviog  permitted  private 
citizens  to  commence  saits  against  the  State,  it 
seems  that  some  of  the  officers,  or  their  repre- 
sentatives, have  recently  commenced  suits  for 
the  half  pay  promised  by  the  act  of  May,  1779, 
and  her  courts  have  decided  that  the  State  is 
bound  to  pay  those  disima.  The  amonnt  ai^ 
propriated  by  the  bill  before  the  House  is  a  lit* 
tie  more  than  $400,000;  hut  I  believe  the 
whole  amount^  as  etated  by  the  agent  of  the 
Btate  of  Virginia  in  his  memorial,  is  somewhat 
more  than  $600,000. 

I  have  consioered  the  act  of  Tir^nia  an  act 
of  generosity,  and  highly  <3«^table  to  that  pfr- 
triotio  State,  and  I  caonot  believe  that  those 
who  passed  that  law  ever  intended  to  make  it 
the  ioundation  of  a  claim  upon  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union.  Other  States  of  this  Union 
have  passed  similu  acts  of  generosity,  and  have 
carried  them  into  efiect,  and  have  tbemselvea 
|>rovided  the  means,  witiiont  ever  even  dream- 
ins  of  oalling  upon  the  Gteneral  Goveniinent  to 
ii^emnify  them.  The  State  o£  Bouth  Oandlina 
haa  a  pei»on  lilt  of  remibi&aarj  scddien  who 
are  pud  under  her  own  State  laws,  and  out  of 
her  State  treasury.  Feunsylvania  pays  annually 
in  pensions  to  the  soldiers  of  her  State  line  more 
thui  $20,000,  and  has  also  ^ven  bounties  in  Imdfi 
to  a  lat^  amount  Have  Bouth  Carolina  and 
Pennsylvania  asked  remuneration  at  y  oar  handst 
They  certainly  have  as  good  reason  to  do  so  as 
the  State  of  Yirgkiia  has,  in  the  case  now  be- 
fore us.  Kew  York,  sir,  has  exceeded  every 
State  in  the  Union  in  her  munificence  to  the 
soldiers  of  the  revolution.  Has  not  that  State 
set  apart  the  fiiirest  portion  of  her  lands — the 
very  garden  of  her  posBeaaions,  to  her  soldiers 
who  fought  the  battlea  of  the  oouubyt  Haa 
she  asked  this  Government  to  indemiuiy  her 
for  these  acta  of  generoaity  and  munifioenoe  to 
those  who  served  their  country  in  her  greatest 
perill  Should  the  State  of  New  York  (al- 
though the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent  here)  ask  this  Government  to 
indemnify  her  for  expenses  incurred  by  her  own 
acts  of  generosity,  I  would  be  among  the  first 
to  oppose  her  claim.  I  would  say  to  her, 
'*  perform  your  own  patriotic  promises,  and  not 
sacrifice  the  honor  yon  have  acquired  by  ac- 
cepting a  remuneration  from  others." 

Besides,  the  accounts  o£  the  dififerent  States 
with  each  other  and  with  Congress  during  tiie 
war  of  the  revolntion,  were  long  ainoe  disposed 
of  and  settled.  The  law  of  Congress  of  1790 
directed  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
settle  all  these  claims.  Tlie  law  barred  all  ac- 
counts not  adjusted  and  allowed  by  the  several 
States  previous  to  the  year  1788.  Those  com- 
missionei^  did  adjust  the  accounts  of  all  the 
States  upon  just  and  equitable  prindplea.  Those 
aooounta,  mr,  craidsted  of  moneys  advanced; 


CJinn,  USI. 

pay  and  subidsteDee  of  the  eol^m  c£  the  State 
troops  and  militia;  munitions  ci  war;  camp 
equipage,  and  every  other  necessary  advaiMe 
made  by  the  sevwal  States  in  anj^rt  of  the 
common  cause.  All  these  expenses  and  ad- 
vances were  allowed  and  settled. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Wiokutfe,)  I  can  (mly 
say,  that,  in  my  Judgment,  this  cMm  now  set 
up  by  the  State  of  Yir^pnia,  if  it  had  been  made 
at  that  time,  would  not  have  been  allowed.  It 
msof  a  very  difibrent  nature  from  titose  cMms 
which  were  allowed.  It  grew  oat  of  a  fitato 
law — s  mere  act  oi  State  generoritx,  and  was 
no  part  of  the  neoeaswy  expenses  tor  the  eoni- 
mon  defence.  They  could  not  have  idlowed 
half  pay  to  the  officers  of  the  Yi^pnia  State 
line  wi^out  making  the  same  rule  spplj  to  all 
the  States. 

The  gentleman  from  Yirginia  (Mr.  Bubotk) 
tells  you  that  tiiieee  regiments  of  the  State  line 
of  the  State  of  Yirginia  were  brave ;  that  they 
fought  many  imptuiant  battles  in  defenee  of 
the  whole  country,  and  not  merely  in  de£mce 
of  the  State  of  Yir^nia.  I  agree  witii  him  that 
the  soldiers  oi  that  patriotio  State  were  brave, 
and  that  they  fought  for  the  common  defenee 
of  the  vhde  ooontry ;  bat  did  not  tiie  State 
troops  and  militia  of  the  other  States  fight 
also  for  the  whole  countiy,  and  for  flie  etmmon 
cause  ?  Did  not  the  militia  of  New  lingiwoii 
act  a  oon«)icuous  part,  on  muiy  occasions,  and 
particularly  at  the  battle  of  Saratoga!  And 
have  their  Q^oars  received  half  pay  for  life ! 

When  this  bill  was  before  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  other  day,  I  took  occasion  to 
say  that  it  involved  principles  new  and  un- 
known to  this  Government,  aod  that  no  prece- 
dent for  it  could^be  found  in  our  laws.  The 
gentleman  from  v  irginia  (Mr.  Basbotb)  then 
said,  in  reply,  that  the  principles  contuned  in 
thia  bill  were  well  setued,  and  that  Owgrea 
had,  more  than  onoe  during  the  present  iw>Wfl«*. 
reGogDized  theeame ;  and,  X  believe,  he  aUoded 
to  the  provision  made  during  the  preeemt  ses- 
sion for  the  officers  of  Colonel  GibstHi's  regi- 
ment. This  assertion  was  made  with  so  much 
confidence  at  the  time,  that  I  did  not  know  but 
I  might  have  been  mistaken  in  the  positioa  I 
then  took.  But  let  us  examine  the  sa^ject. 
When  a  bill  was  under  conrideration,  eometiaw 
ago,  in  this  House,  allowing  five  years'  full  p^y 
to  an  officer  of  Gibson's  regiment,  I  then  took 
occasion  to  make  some  objection  to  the  Inil, 
on  the  ground  that  Gibson's  regiment  beloaoged 
to  the  Virginia  State  line,  and  not  to  tho  ocnh 
tinental  establiidunent  The  gentleoiait  then 
assured  the  House  that  ^bso^  regimait  had 
been  transferred  to  the  continental  Jiue^  ia  the 

Slooe  of  a  raiment  which  had  been  principally 
estroyed  at  the  battle  of  Germantown,  and 
mentioned  a  resolution  or  law  of  tiie  Legisla- 
ture of  Yirginia  making  the  transfer.  He  ako 
informed  the  House  that  this  regiment  had  been 
recognized  at  the  Penwm  OfBo»  as  a  ocmtinco* 
tal  regiment,  and  entitled  to  pemdocs  under  the 
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aotofl8S8.  ^penuonactof  1828,  it  will  be 
recollected,  piwrided  only  for  those  who  serred 

doling  the  war  in.  the  continental  line,  and 
were  entitled  to  the  bonnty  of  eighty  doHiuTB  by 
the  resolution  of  Congress  of  May  16th,  1778, 
in  case  they  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.  The 
acts  of  the  present  session  of  Gomp-ess,  there- 
fore, which  provided  for  certain  officers  of  Gib- 
son's raiment,  were  passed  under  the  be^ef 
that  this  re^ment  was  in  fact  a  continental 
regiment.  Bat  itisnot  pretended  that  tiie  re^- 
ments  mentioned  in  the  biH  before  iu  were 
continental  regimeata. 

The  traUi  i%  that  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
^a,  as  wcU  as  the  Seerrtary  of  tiie  Treasury, 
were  mistaken  in  supposing  that  Gibson^s  regi- 
ment  was  evw  coninaered  by  the  old  Congress 
as  a  continental  regiment.  I  can  find  notiiing 
in  the  journals  that  goes  to  confirm  sach  an 
opinion.  Although  the  head  of  the  Pension 
Office  may  have  decided  in  their  favor,  yet  we 
Imow  also  that  the  decisions  of  that  officer  have 
not  always  been  satisfactory  where  he  has 
r^ected  chunu ;  and  he  may  have  sometimes 
committed  an  error  in  allowing  dums  which 
were  not  entitled  to  such  a  decision,  fl'either 
the  resolution  of  Congress  of  August,  1779,  nor 
the  act  of  Congress  ot  1828,  provided  for  any 
persona  es)«it  sooh  as  serrod  fin*  and  **  during 
the  wa^"  or  nad  become  snpemnmerary  by  the 
consolidation  o£  the  army  on  the  Ist  of  January, 
1780.  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  saying  that  if 
Gibson's  regiment  was  ever  placed  on  the  con- 
tinental establisbmentj  it  did  not  continue  on 
that  establishment  nntd  the  end  of  the  war.  It 
was  disdiarged  in  October,  1781,  immediately 
after  the  battle  of  Yorktown,  and  the  capture 
of  Comwallis. 

Under  all  the  circnmstanoes  of  the  case,  I  cab- 
not  consider  this  clum  as  having  any  founda- 
tion in  justice.  Its  allowance  would  open  the 
door  to  claims  without  number  from  the  other 
States,  resting  on  principleaof  a  dmilar  nature, 
and  wluoh  it  was  the  intention  d  the  law  of 
Oonmsa  of  1790  to  guard  against  I  cannot, 
on  the  whole,  refrun  from  expressing  my  as- 
tonishment that  the  State  of  Virginia  shonld 
have  resisted  this  just  claim  of  her  officers  for 
half  a  oentory,  and,  when  farced  by  a  decision 
of  her  own  ooarte  to  fulfil  the  promise  she  made 
her  old  soldiers,  by  the  act  of  1779,  and  which 
was  80  honorable  to  the  patriots  of  that  day, 
and  when  being  no  longer  able  to  put  off  the 
payment,  that  she  should  apply  to  the  General 
Government  to  relieve  her  from  her  own  honor- 
able and  voluntary  act  of  generosity  towards  so 
deserving  a  dasa  of  her  dnzuts. 

Ur.  A.  H.  SsKenoD,  of  North  CaroUnsL  fol- 
lowed, and  ooeupled  the  flow  until  hal^paat 
four  o'clock.  He  was  opposed  to  the  bill. 
The  difficnlties  which  might  arise  in  the  settle- 
ment of  these  olums  in  fbture  times,  had  been 
anticipated  by  Congress  in  1790,  andj  to  pre- 
vent sach  a  difficnlty,  a  board  of  commissioners 
was  appointed,  and  an  act  passed  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  these  State  accounts. 


[H.  or  K. 

By  the  settiement  which  took  place  In  con- 
sequence of  that  act,  Me.  S.  contended  that 
these  dums  bad  been  settled,  and  that  to  grant 
them  would  be  to  disturb  that  settlement.  Kr. 
S.  ftirther  contended  that  the  fact  of  State  troops 
fighting  occasionally  in  the  other  parts  of  tno 
country  did  not  (pve  them  a  claim  on  the  United 
States  as  continental  troops ;  that,  therefore, 
this  claim  must  be  founded  on,  and  consequent- 
ly limited  by,  the  act  of  1790.  By  that  act  all 
sach  olums  were  limited  to  October  of  the 
year  1788,  and,  consequently,  these  clums  coold 
not  be  sustained  tinder  that  act,  because  they 
had  not  been  allowed  by  the  St^  at  the  time 
provided.  Hr.  S.  contended  that  there  was  no 
evidence  that  Yi^nia  regarded  the  officers 
embraced  in  this  bill  as  of  that  class  termed  sn- 
pOTnumeraiy  officers.  He  said  that  if  this  daim 
was  allowed,  he  saw  no  reason  why  they  shonld 
not  appoint  another  board  of  commisnoners,  to 
see  if  they  could,  at  this  l»te  day,  do  more 
ample  lustioe  to  the  claimants  of  this  character. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  something  might  be  done 
to  Yirainia ;  but  if  these  claims  were  ^owed, 
it  would  open  agun  the  whole  subject  of  State 
duraaon  the  General  Government.  He  oon- 
tMided,  however,  that  it  was  too  late  now,  and 
mtffaover,  that  there  were  no  accounts  by  which 
they  oonlo,  witii  any  groimd  of  reawm  w  jiw- 
tioe,  diatoro  the  Bettiemeut  of  the  conunlanoii- 
ers  of  1790. 


Thvbsdat,  June  7. 
Jfdvjf  Pention  Fund. 

lb.  WATUotroH  presented  a  petition  from  a 
widow  of  one  of  our  marines,  praying  tiiat  her 
hnsband's  invalid  pension  might  be  aJlowed  to 
her  and  her  children.  Mr.  W.  stated  that  that 
petition  was  founded  on  a  bill  which  had  been 
reported  from  the  Kaval  Oommittee  to  extend 
the  provisions  of  tiie  navy  pennon  fund.  The 
bill  wasshort,  and  woTild  occupy  but  littie time, 
and  he  hopod  the  Honse  would  now  indolge 
him  by  gcnng  into  a  committee  to  take  it  irp. 
Objeotami  being  made,  he  moved  to  suapend  the 
rule ;  which  motion  prevailed — ^yeas  109. 

Hr.  W.  read  from  a  statastical  statement  in 
his  hand  the  amounts  of  surplus  which  bad  ac- 
omed  to  the  fond  during  several  years,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  receipts  exceeding  its  expendi- 
tures. The  result  was,  that  the  fund  wonld 
have  had  $1,096,000  in  ite  possesion,  bat  for 
a  loss  by  the  fiulore  of  the-  Bank  of  Colombia, 
which  greatiy  reduced  it. 

The  Honse  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  W.,  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  took  up  the 
bill  further  to  extend  the  peodrau  heretiofbre 
granted  to  the  widows  of  persons  killed,  or 
who  died  in  the  naval  service. 

The  bill  having  been  rcAd,  Mr.  W.  moved 
that  the  oommittee  rise,  and  report  it  to  the 
House. 

Ur.  Homuir  opposed  the  motion,  and  quoted 
the  opinion  of  the  late  Secretary  Southard,  in 
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evidence  tlut  the  ohange  proposed  hj  this  bill^ 
ia  the  application  of  the  navy  pension  fond, 
was  hazardons.  Mr.  H.  contended  that  the 
fond  onght  to  be  nnrsed,  and  held  in  reserve  for 
those  for  whose  benefit  ezclnslTely  it  had  been 
oreated.  It  was  intended  not  for  widows  and 
children,  but  for  those  who  had  easttuned  per- 
sonal injury  in  the  naval  service  of  their  conn- 
try,  or  tiiose  who  had  become  saperannoated 
uid  helpless. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Babbeb,  of  Oonneoticut,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question,  which  was  seconded,  put,  and 
carried ;  and  the  mtun  question  being  on  the 
engroBKuent  of  the  bill,  it  was  oarried  in  the 
Bfl&matiTe— Teas  00. 


Fbidat,  June  6. 

The  Cmvmtion  with  I¥aae»—CoiimiMWti  to 
SttUe  Clawm^IMuetion  qfDuty  on  Hreneh 

Mr.  Abohke  renewed  and  earnestly  pressed 
a  motion  to  go  into  Ck>mmittee  of  the  Wnole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  late  oonventioD  with  France. 
He  did  not  apprehend  the  occurrenoe  of  any 
debate,  and  promised  that,  in  case  anuDdmoits 
(thould  be  ofibred,  or  any  proitmeed  disoDseion 
attempted,  he  wtmld  himself  move  for  the  post- 
ponement of  the  bill.  He  recalled  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  importance  of  the  bUL 
There  were  some  daimants  whose  claims  were 
of  twenty,  and  others  of  thirty  years'  standing. 
The  Government  had  now  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing $6,000,000 ;  and  thongh  that  would  go  but 
a  emali  way  towards  satisfying  the  entire  mass 
of  claims,  yet  it  was  very-  important  diat  even 
this  relief  should  be  realized  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  money  was  now  ready  to  be  paid  over ; 
and  should  tiie  board  of  eommissionm  be  at 
once  appointed,  the  claimants  mnst  stiU  wut 
two  or  three  yean  isOTe  Wore  they  o»nld  re- 
alize any  part  of  what  was  dne  to  them.  They 
ooght  to  be  ia  session  at  this  moment  Mr.  A. 
engaged  that,  should  the  bill  be  opposed  in  com- 
mittw,  he  would notapeskinreply;  and,  when 
it  came  into  ihe  Hoose,  he  woiua  consent  to  its 
postponement  to  aai^  day  which  gentlemen 
migpt  demre. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Wiokuffk  in  the  (diair,  ai^  took 
np  the  bill  "  to  carry  into  effect  the  oomventiom 
between  the  United  States  and  his  M^esty  the 
King  of  the  French,  concluded  at  Pans  on  the 
4thof  Jnly,  1881." 

[The  biu  apptrints  a  board  of  three  oommls* 
rifHOWB  tor  the  aamlnation  of  claittu.  They 
are  to  have  a  secretary  and  clerk — are  to  meet 
on  tbe  first  Monday  of  Jxme,  in  tfLis  city,  and 
to  oonclnde  their  daties  within  three  years. 
The  bill  asdgns  a  salary  to  each  of  the  commia- 
flioners  of  ^000  pa*  annum,  to  the  seiaretary 
1^000,  and  to  tbe  derk  $1,500. 


The  secretary  is  required  to  be  versed  in  the 
English,  French,  and  Spanish  languagea.  The 
awards  of  the  Iward  are  to  be  transmitted, 
through  the  State  Department,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  paid  by  him.  The  biD 
oont^ns  a  supplementary  secticm  ordaining  that 
for  ten  years  from  tie  ad  of  February,  1882, 
French  wines  shall  be  admitted  into  the  tlnited 
States  nnder  a  dn^  of  nx  oentacnred,  tea 
cents  on  white,  and  twenty-two  on  inne  fu 
bottles.] 

Mr.  Ellswobth  inquired  how  loag  a  period 
of  time  had  be^  allowed  for  oomi3etiii^  the 
award  of  other  commiasionera. 

Abchkb  replied  that  die  nanal  period  w» 
three  years.  This  had  been  aarigned  to  the 
Danish  e(nmnlsrioiwr&  althoodt  the  amoaat  of 
claims  salnnitted  to  tiiem  had  not  been  near 
so  great  as  that  on  which  these  oommiamoaiw 
mtut  pass.  One  provision  usual  in  such  con- 
ventions was,  that  the  forei^  QownaDeal 
should  ftimish  all  the  evidence  in  th^  posses- 
sion that  might  be  necessary  for  the  estahtiah- 
ment  of  the  oliums,  and  time  was  neoeeaaiy  to 
collate  the  foreign  documents  that  might  he 
received,  and  put  the  evidence  in  a  form  to  be 
submitted  to  the  hoard.  This  had  been  one 
principal  source  of  the  del^s  which  had  oc- 
onrred  in  the  imoeedings  of  otfaw  boards  of  a 
rimilar  obaraeter.  We  must  have  audi  a  lioatd, 
or  onr  dtizena  oonld  not  get  th^  money.  The 
Frmdi  Qovemment  had  stipalated,  and  was 
ready  to  pay  the  five  mllUraii :  and  the  present 
bill  ffdlowed  the  |n«oedeuts  wfaidi  had  been  aet 
in  previous  cases. 

Mr.  EvBEBTT  B^d  that  he  thought  two  years 
quite  enough  for  completing  the  dutiee  of  this 
comnusnon.  It  was  now  six  years  since,  on 
the  call  of  this  Honse,  the  claimants  for  Fren^ 
spoliations  had  been  invited  to  make  oat  their 
respective  cases,  and  send  forward  their  vouch- 
ers ;  and  this  had  been  generally  done.  A 
la^  quarto  volume  of  snoh  evidenoea  txf  daims 
had  beian  re^^  to  the  Honse,  and  innnted  by 
its  order.  This  had  been  done  aix  years  ago. 
Negotiations  for  the  allowance  of  tiieee  dabaa 
had  been  pending  during  all  those  rix  yean, 
and,  indeed,  dnrii^  a  penod  twice  as  long.  A 
general  expectation  had  prevailed  that  snoe- 
thing  woTud  be  done,  and  the  chdmants,  in 
general,  had  prepared  uieir  churns  for  a^jndica- 
tion  in  consequence.  In  the  case  <k  tiie  flwida 
treaty,  the  elumants  had  not  had  so  long  a 
warning ;  and  in  that  case,  it  mi^t  have  been 
proper  to  allow  the  board  three  years ;  but  in 
this  there  could  be  no  such  neoesaty.   Mr.  £. 

rke  from  personal  knowledge  vhen  he  aiid 
t  the  oliumantii  in  general  considered  two 
years  as  long  anongh  for  the  ntting  (tf  the  board. 
And  if  th^  who  were  moat  interested  were 
willing  that  the  period  should  consist  of  two 
years,  why  shonld  the  House  extoid  it  to 
three!  Some  of  them  had  lain  oat  of  tb^ 
money  for  twenty,  twenty-five,  and  some  as 
long  as  twen^-seven  yean:  and  it  was  a  sreat 
hardship  that  now,  vhea.  the  moncfy  bad  ben 
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obtained,  when  its  faymsat  was  seenredf  and 
it  mic^t  be  said  to  be  almost  vithin  fhsar 
grasp,  stiU  farther  delay  shoold,  withoat  neces- 
sity, be  interposed.  A  eolleagne  of  bis  (Ur. 
ArnxTos)  bad  letters  in  his  posBessioa  from 
some  of  the  clumante  residing  in  Boston,  stat- 
ing it  as  Uieir  wish  that  the  period  Bhoold  not 
be  longer  Uiaa  two  years ;  and  be  did  not  doabt 
tiuit  the  same  wish  was  shared  by  those  resi- 
dimt  in  other  cities  of  the  nni(m. 

Vt.  Pole  apprehended  that  there  would  be 
some  conflict  between  the  interests  of  the 
oUmants.  A  large  portion  of  those  daims 
were  in  the  haudi  of  insarance  companies,  who 
had  the  eiidoioe  in  support  of  them  already 
prqwred ;  while  indiviwul  d^maats,  wh7  did 
not  possess  %e  same  adnatages,  were  Teiy 
differently  ntaated,  many  of  them  hftTing  the 
evidenoe  of  their  claims  still  to  be  looked  np. 
A  m^ority  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affturs, 
after  reflecting  on  the  oiroamstances  of  the 
case,  had  come  to  the  oonclnsion  that  three 
years  would  not  be  too  long  a  time  to  be 
allowed  for  tbis  purpose.  Tbree  years  had 
been  allowed  to  the  Florida  commission,  and 
tlie  same  length  of  time  to  the  commissioners 
under  the  Danish  treaty.    And  there  would  be 

auite  as  much  difficulty,  and  more,  in  settling 
lie  daims  nnder  tlie  present  ecHnmissim.  It 
woold,  no  doubt,  be  fi>r  the  interest  of  the 
insoranoe  oompa&ies  that  the  time  should  be 
limited  to  as  uuHt  a  period  as  possible.  Bat 
this  wotdd  not  be  doing  justioe  to  the  other 
olahnants.  Hiere  were  cl^ms  to  the  amount 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  and 
only  fire  nullions  of  dollars  to  satisfy  tbem.  Of 
coarse  it  was  the  interest  of  those  who  now 
owned  them  to  shorten  the  time,  because  the 
more  claims  they  coold  shut  out,  the  laiver 
their  own  dividend  would  be.  He  thought, 
besides,  that  the  insarance  companies  were  aot 
entitied,  as  olumants,  to  the  most  favorable 
consideration,  because,  though  their  losses  had, 
no  doabt,  been  large,  the  ruk  had  hem  volnn- 
tarily  ossamed,  and  the  loss  in  some  meaanre 
compensated  by  thtf  premioms  they  had  re- 
ceived. There  were  other. daimants  who  had 
claims  of  much  greater  hardship ;  and,  as  the 
controversy  was  chiefly  between  twm,  he 
hoped  the  motion  of  the  gentieman  would  not 
prevail. 

itr.  Ellswobth  had  no  desire  for  an  unrea- 
sonable limitation,  nor  that  the  time  should  be 
curtailed  so  much  as  to  deprive  any  of  an  ample 
opportanity  of  establishing  their  claims.  But  as 
a  considerable  number  of  the  claimants  were 
among  his  own  oonstitnents,  and  as  none  of 
them  oonld  get  tiieir  money  till  the  oommisdon 
should  have  expired,  be  was  opposed  to  having 
the  time  needlessly  prolonged.  In  proportion 
to  the  time  assigned  to  the  oommisnoo,  would 
be  the  dilatory  movements  of  the  claimant. 
He  could  not  believe  that  there  was  any  good 
daim,  the  evidence  of  which  migbt  not  be 
obtained  within  two  years,  and  he  should  be 
oi^KMod  to  an  ezteoaon  of  the  period  beyond 


that  time,  even  if  it  should  not  be  attraided  with 
an  increase  of  pnbUo  expense.  He  hoped  the 
time  wojild  not  be  prolonged  beyond  two  years 
at  the  furthest. 

Mr.  BiED  said  he  represented  a  number  of 
these  cl^mants,  whose  evidence  had  been  long 
since  prepared ;  but,  on  looking  into  it,  he  foand 
that  many  of  the  papers  were  wanting,  and 
would  have  to  be  sapplied.  That  was  the  only 
reason  why  he  shoula  assent  to  as  long  a  period 
as  two  years.  As  to  the  remark  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  (Mr  Polk,)  that  the  insur- 
ance companies  were  not  cbumante  entiUed  to 
as  mncii  mvor  as  others,  it  was  entirely  a  mis- 
take. On  dl  principles  of  justice,  their  claim 
was  entitled  to  Jost  as  mnch  connderation  as 
that  of  any  other  individnaL  Besides,  if  it 
should  iqipear,  toward  the  dose  of  the  two 
years,  that  injostioe  was  likely  to  result  from 
confining  the  oommlssion  to  that  length  of 
time,  the  House  could  extend  the  time.  Bat, 
should  it  be  fixed  at  first  at  three  years,  although 
one  might  be  safficieQt,  notice  having  once  been 
given,  it  wonld  not  do  to  shorten  the  period. 

Ur.  Fbabob,  of  Bhode  Idand,  said  that  he 
represented  a  commerdal  part  of  the  Union, 
yet  be  must  differ  from  other  gentiemen  who 
represented  commercial  intere^  in  reference 
to  the  present  sn'^eoL  The  view  takoi  by  the 
gentlttnan  from  Xennessee  (Mr.  Polx)  i^peared 
to  him  to  be  a  very  correct  cme.  He  thought 
tiiat  a  too  great  curtailment  of  the  time  would 
have  a  tendency  to  shut  out  and  push  ande  the 
interests  of  those  whose  daiois  were  of  oom- 
paratively  small  amount.  There  were  many 
who  had  only  a  small  share  in  the  losses  sus- 
tained, beiog  part  ship-owners.  These  persons, 
some  of  whom  were  mates  of  vessel^  might 
not  perhaps  have  owned  more  than  two  or 
three  thousand  dollars  in  a  captured  ship.  8uch 

fiersons  did  not  possess  the  same  means  to  cd- 
ect  evidenoe  as  those  did  who  had  heavier 

Vi.  Batbs^  of  Kaine^  irauld  only  add  to 
what  had  been  add  by  the  gentleman  from 
Bhode  Island,  that  in  many  oases  the  papers 
necessary  to  establish  the  claims  were  not  now 
in  the  country.  He  bad  rec^tiy  recdved  let- 
ters from  some  of  the  clmmants  in  his  district, 
inqoiiing  about  the  oondition  of  their  papers ; 
and,  on  examination,  he  found  that  some  of 
them  had  been  sent  to  France.  In  such  cases, 
time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the  papers  to  be 
returned,  and  saitably  arranged,  that  they  might 
be  presented  in  time.  Many  of  the  daimants 
resided  in  the  interior,  having  retired  from 
trade,  and  whose  only  hago  was  in  recovering 
the  amount  of  their  claims.  Suitable  time 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  snoh  persons  to  obtdn 
and  prepare  the  evidence  that  n^ght  be  neces- 
sary in  their  respective  cases. 

Mr.  Dbakbobn  said  that  he  had  received 
several  commissions  in  relation  to  these  cldms, 
bat  they  did  not  proceed  from  insurance  com- 
panies, bat  finmi  private  individuals,  and  he 
thought  tiiat  two  years  was  time  enough  for 
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the  sittiug  of  the  commissionera.  Within  that 
^e,  a  claimant  might  send  to  France  six  or 
seven  times.  He  mi^t  send  twice  even  to 
India  He  betiered  that  nearly  the  whole  num- 
ber of  tlie  claimants  would  prefer  two  years  to 
t2iree  for  the  duration  of  the  oommiaoon,  and 
would  like  even  a  shorter  period.  As  sach  was 
the  wish  of  those  who  were  most  interested  in 
the  qnestion,  he  trosted  that  the  time  would 
not  be  extended  beyond  two  years. 

The  qnestion  was  pnt  on  tlie  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Hr.  Etkbxtt,  and  canied-r-yeas  77, 
nays  66. 

So  the  committee  determined  that  the  period 
of  the  oommission  ahonld  be  fixed  at  two 

years. 

Mr.  PiABOK  offered  an  amendment,  which 
went  to  provide  that  before  the  award  of  the 
commianoDOTB  shanld  be  paid  to  any  olaima&t^ 
the  debt  of  such  cHrimant  to  the  United  States 
(if  any)  ahonld  first  be  deducted ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jbwxtt  offered  an  amendm^t,  which 
changed  the  compensation  of  the  ctnnmissioners 
to  a  per  diem  allowance  of  eight  dollars  for 
every  day  in  which  they  should  be  actoaUy 
employed,  and  eight  dollars  for  every  twenty 
miles  they  might  have  to  travel  in  attending 
and  returning  from  the  meetings  of  the  boarc^ 
with  a  proviso  that  their  entire  allowance 
should  not  exceed  three  thousand  dollars.  A 
similar  proviso  was  added  with  respect  to  the 
secretary,  whose  whole  allowance  was  not  to 
exceed  two  thonaanddidlara. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to— yeas  80, 
nvyv  62. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Asokkk,  the  bill  was  farther 
amended,  so  as  to  require  the  board  to  meet  on 
the  first  Monday  of  August  next.  The  commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House. 

The  first  amendment  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee was  concurred  in. 

The  second,  which  related  to  the  duration  of 
the  conunission,  having  been  read,  the  debate 
npon  it  was  renewed.  The  extension  of  the 
term  to  three  years  was  contended  for  by  Mr. 
Folk  and  Mr.  Pbarce,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
DsjLrroiT,  Oahbbeleno,  and  Dsaxboxn  ;  when 
the  qnestion  being  put  on  ooneurrenoe^  it  was 
carried— yeas  76,  nays  60. 

So  the  Hoose  determined  that  the  ocnnmlsdon 
should  be  lunited  to  two  years. 

Hr.  Jbwbtt's  amendment  haTiog  next  been 
read,  and  the  qnestion  being  on  ooncnrriDg, 

Mr.  EvsBBTT  opposed  the  amendment.  He 
thought  the  allowance  in  the  bill  was  not  too 
much  for  the  right  sort  of  men  to  fill  such  a 
station.  The  situation  of  a  commiasoner  to  pass 
on  claims  so  important  required  a  man  of 
various  talents  and  much  knowledge,  both 
legal  and  commercial.  He  did  not  believe  that 
the  amendment  would  produce  any  saving,  or 
none  that  would  in  anywise  compensate  for 
the  oonseqaences.  The  eSeot  of  adoptiitg  it 
would  be,  that  the  i^pointments  wonld  have  to 
be  made  from  persons  In  the  neighborhood  of 
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this  city.  No  man,  of  a  sait«ble  standing,  from 
a  distance,  would  aooeptthe  oommiaiKm  on  mil 

terms. 

Mr,  Wiosuorn  was  very  mnoh  in  fame  of 
the  amendment:  and  hoped  tiie  House  would 
concur  in  it.  all  the  boards  which  had 
hitherto  been  i^pt^ted,  it  had  generally  been 
found  that  they  regnlated  their  labcnrs  accord- 
ing to  the  time  allowed  them  by  CongresB ;  bat 
when  the  didms  for  spohataons  on  the  Niagars 
frontier,  amounting  to  not  less  than  $400,000, 
instead  of  being  sent  to  a  board  of  ooounis- 
sioners,  had  been  referred  to  Petw  Hagner,  the 
whole  amount  had  been  settled  In  the  int«T^ 
between  the  adjournment  and  the  meeting  of 
theHext  session.  Mr.  W.  felt  persuaded  that 
if  the  Honse  shonld  confine  these  ochdiius- 
sioners  to  a  per  diem  allowanoe,  they  woold 
get  the  bnnness  done  mn<dk  aomer  than  if 
they  were  allowed  the  annual  salary.  If  tiiey 
were  all  allowed  tb^  three  tlioaaand  dollars  a 
year,  they  wonld  probably  eomo  oa  here,  meet, 
and  ^ve  notice  to  the  olaimanta,  hire  m  house, 
attend  a  few  pleasant  evenings  on.  Uie  ■'ywifw* 
of  Oongreea,  and  then  go  home,  having  the 
comfortaUe  certainty  that  their  sahuiea  were 
going  on  all  the  while;  butif  they  werecMkapo* 
diem,  they  would  waste  no  time. 

Mr.  WiLDB  conceived  the  principle  of  the 
amendment  to  be  highly  exceptionable,  and  as 
it  seemed  likely  to  be  adopted,  he  ^t  boond 
briefly  to  state  his  objections  to  it  He  miEt 
do  it  briefly,  as  bis  health  would  not  penult 
him  to  do  otherwise.  It  had  beui  said  that  in 
ordinary  cases  suob  a  board  need  not  nt  loDger 
than  four  nuMitha  in  the  year.  At  tite  per  diem 
allowanoe  prqHWed  in  the  amendmmt,  the 
pensation  of  a  c<Hnmi8«ioner  would  at  that  rate 
amount  to  about  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 
Oonid  it  be  seriously  expected  that  gentkmen 
could  be  obtained  who  were  fit  to  diMribute  a 
frmd  of  such  magnitude  for  such  a  compensa- 
tion ?  Did  not  the  Government  pay  the  jndges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  an  anniud  salary,  and 
were  they  occupied  during  their  whole  time  i 
'Why  not  allow  them  a  pet  diem?  The  gentle- 
man said  that  be  was  willing  to  reward  thete 
commissioners  liberally,  yet  that  he  beUeved  a 
great  saving  woDldresim.  Noir  Mr.  W.  wmdd 
not  say  that  any  ffentleman  intmsted  with 
such  a  elation  would  yield  to  so  base  a  tonp- 
tation  as  to  rit  finm  day  to  day  witttont  boa- 
ness,  for  the  sake  of  making  his  oompenaatson 
monnt  up  to  something  like  a  reqiectihle 
sum ;  but  this  he  would  say,  that  any  set  of 
men  who  wonld  accept  of  that  oommission  for 
an  allowance  of  nine  nnndred  and  rixty  dtdlars, 
would  be  capable  of  sitting  every  day  with  or 
without  bosmess,  for  the  sake  of  making  up 
their  salary,  from  the  grade  of  talent  that 
was  requisite  to  the  due  and  competent  da^ 
charge  of  such  a  trust,  it  was  necessary  that  the 
individuals  who  were  to  fill  the  station  shonld 
be  taken  from  the  higlieat  rank  of  the  l^al  pro- 
fession ;  and  who  did  nd  know  that  the  auuaal 
receipts  of  ftuoh  men  fer  exceeded  the  paltry 
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mm  of  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  f  If  the 
allowauoe  mast  be  per  diem,  it  ought  at  least 
to  be  doubled,  or  thej  oonld  not  expect  to 
oonunand  the  talent  vhieh  iras  mltaUe  to  the 
place. 

The  quMdon  vas  taken  on  concnrring  In  the 
amendment,  and  decided — jess  80,  nays  54. 

Hr.  Psi^oB^s  amendment  was  also  conoarred 
in,  which  provides  that  the  debts  of  the  cl^- 
ants  to  the  United  States  shall  be  dednoted 
before  the  money  awarded  them  is  paid. 

Mr.  Vanob  moved  to  strike  from  the  bill  the 
tenth  section,  which  is  in  the  following  words : 

"  And  be  itfurthtr  enaeted.  That,  for  the  term  of 
ten  years  from  and  after  the  second  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1682,  wines,  tba  prodnce  ttf  iVaitee,  shall  be 
admitted  into  the  United  SUtee  on  paying  doUes 
not  exceeding  the  fcdiowing  rates  on  the  gallon, 
(such  aa  is  at  present  naed  in  the  Ui^ted  States,) 
that  is  to  say :  six  cents  for  red  wine  in  casks,  ten 
cents  for  white  wine  In  casks,  and  twen^-two  cents 
for  wines  in  all  sorts  of  bottles." 

Mr.  Y.  uud  he  thonght  the  adoption  of  this 
section  of  the  bill  woold  go  to  snrrender  the 
principle  that  this  House  had  any  right  to  in- 
terfere with  treatiea,  and  would  be  admitting 
that  the  ExeenUve  and  the  Soiate  might  regu- 
late the  whole  Imposts  of  the  country  at  tlwir 
pleasure,  without  any  action  of  tiie  House,  or 
control  on  its  part  at  all.  The  President,  with 
the  assent  f>f  Uie  Senate,  had  here  undertaken 
to  fix  the  dnties  that  were  to  be  levied  on 
EVench  wines  imported  into  the  United  States 
fcM*  a  certain  term.  It  was  not  that  Mr.  Y.  was 
opposed  to  lowering  the  duties  on  these 
wines  that  he  objected  to  this  part  of  the  biU, 
for  he  would  hare  no  objection  to  take  them 
off  entdrdy,  bat  he  jnoteAed  ag^nst  the  prin- 
ciple, 

Mr.  BABBiNaBB  said  that  he  thought  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  would 
operate,  if  adopted,  to  defeat  the  very  object 
be  had  in  view  in  making  it  The  treaty  with 
Fruoe  stipulated  that  the  du^  on  wines  shoold 
be  redaoecL  The  Sraate  had  ratified  the  treaty, 
bat  it  oonld  not  receive  validity  in  this  feature 
of  it  without  the  act  of  this  House.  It  was  this 
very  section  which  alone  retained  to  the  House 
jurisdiction  over  the  sul^eot.  The  gentleman 
nad  contended  that  the  treaty  would  not  be 
valid  without  this  section  of  the  law.  But 
treaties  were  held  and  declared  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land ;  and  if 
the  House  shoula  refaae  to  act  with  respect  to 
this  reduction  of  the  duties  on  wines,  the  whole 
effect  wcmld  be,  that  the  reduction  would  go 
into  e£&et  vitlu>nt  any  aotim  of  the  &nue  at 
all.  Vwdd  not  that  involve  the  y&rj  oonse- 
quenoe  the  gentl«nan  songht  to  prevent  f 

Mr.  Out  said  that  the  bill  had  now  ocenpied 
much  time ;  and  as  he  would  not  believe  that 
a  pi^ority  of  the  House  would  consent  to 
Tit^te  what  by  the  will  of  two  of  the  co-ordi- 
nate branches  of  the  Government  bad  become 
a  law  of  the  land,  he  demanded  the  previous 
qoestion;  but  at  tin  eanufit  request  of  Hr. 


[H.  or  B. 

Abohk^  ooDsented  to  wilMraw  the  motion 
on  oonditfon  that  Ur.  A.  would  renew  it. 

Mr.  Abohkb  Bidd  that  he  held,  in  the  fullest 
manner,  the  power  of  the  House  to  withhold  its 
assent  nom  the  execution  of  a  treaty  which  it 
did  not  approve,  and  it  was  this  very  idea  of 
retaining  jurisdiction  over  the  subject,  and  thus 
asserting  the  right,  that  had  indnoed  the  com- 
mittee to  insert  this  section  in  the  bill.  The 
section  followed  the  words  of  the  treaty.  The 
measure  was  attended  with  a  twofold  advan- 
tage :  First,  it  obtuned  for  us  a  reduction  on 
the  duty  on  cotton  imported  into  France  for 
neary  one  hundred  per  cent  The  dufy  in 
France,  before  this  treaty,  on  sea  island  ootton 
was  double  that  upon  nplimds :  by  the  treaty, 
the  duty  on  both  descriptions  of  cotton  was 
made  the  same.  The  other  advantage  related 
to  the  claim  of  the  French  Government  to  Lou- 
isiana. No  man  knew  better  than  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Wiokxiffb,)  who  had 
asked  a  question  as  to  the  wording  of  the  section, 
tiie  perplexity  which  had  attended  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  French  claim ;  and  it  was  the 
admission  of  the  soaodest  men,  that  the  ground 
on  which  the  United  States  stood  as  to  that 
matter  was  very  doubtfiil.  But,  in  consequence 
of  this  admission  of  her  wines,  France  had 
now  consented  to  relinquish  all  claims  arising 
under  the  Loaisiana  treaty.  And  what  was  the 
amount  of  this  reduction  of  duties  1  It  was  hut 
four  cento  on  one  kind  of  wine,  and  five  cento 
on  another :  while  on  wines  in  bottles  the  duty 
was  reduced  from  fifty  to  twenty-two  cents. 
The  larger  introduction  and  use  of  the  French 
wines  in  this  country  was  an  object  greatiy 
to  be  deured.  Mr.  A.  condoded  by  renewing 
tbe  motion  for  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  the  Hoose — 
yeas  80. 

Mr.  Yanck,  being  still  opposed  to  tbe  section 
he  had  indicated,  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  previous  question. 

They  were  ordered,  and  takm,  and  stood  as 
follows:  yeas  119,  nays 46. 

So  the  main  question  was  put,  and  tbe  bill 
was  thereupon  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  ito 
third  reading. 


BiTDBBAT,  Jane  9. 

MwMted  InfanUry. 

Mr.  Ddnoait  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  for  mounting  and  eqidpping  a  part 
of  tiie  army  of  the  United  States.  Ouections 
b^ig  made,  he  moved  that  the  rule  oe  sua* 
pen&d  for  that  purpose,  and  submitted  a  letter 
ftom  an  individual  on  the  frontier,  giving  some 
very  shocking  detuls  of  the  massacres  com- 
mitted by  tiie  Indians  upon  the  defenceless  in- 
habitants. Tbe  rule  was  suspended,  and  the 
Hoase,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dukoan,  went  Into 
Committee  of  the  'Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  Tatlob  in  the  cluur,  upon  that  bill. 

Mr.  Oabsos  ol^eoted  to  the  olaase  oi  the  Inll 
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which  limits  the  namber  of  the  troopa  to  be 
ndsed  to  ten  companies.  He  thought  the  num- 
ber of  troops  ought  to  be  left  entirely  to  the 
dieeretion  of  the  President, 

Mr.  DuKCAH  moved  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  enacting  clause,  and  substitute  a  provision 
that  the  Preudent  might  receive  eight  hundred 
mounted  gunmen  as  volonteers,  to  serve  from 
the  Ist  of  April  to  the  Ist  of  Novemberin  every 
year,  and  looger  if  necessaiy,  raoeiving  t^e 
same  pay  as  the  monnted  bm>pa  d  the  ^ited 
St^es,  and  appropnating  $60,000  to  cover  the 
expenses  whi<m  might  accrue.  In.  sypporting 
the  amendment  Mr.  D.  said  he  had  long  fore- 
seen the  necessity  of  raising  a  permanent  corps 
of  mounted  men  for  defending  the  frontier. 
About  the  first  proposition  he  ever  snbmitted 
for  the  consideration  of  Congress^  was  one,  in 
1826,  for  raising  eight  companies  of  monnted 
gunmen  for  that  service.  His  experience  oon- 
vlnoed  him  that  it  was  the  onlj  force  that  could 
be  reUed  on  to  keep  the  savages  in  proper  snb- 
Jeotion ;  and  he  firmly  believed  that  ail  the  dis- 
tress and  bloodshed  that  had  just  been  heard 
of  in  Illinois  woold  have  been  avt^ed  if  Oon- 
grass  bad  adopted  the  plan  he  then  and  now 
suggested.  No  number  of  United  Btates*  sol- 
diers on  foot  oonld  restore  peace  and  confidence 
to  the  citizens  residing  in  that  country  Fami- 
lies who  have  witn«^ed  the  shocking  scenes 
which  had  just  been  acted  on  the  frontier, 
wonld  nevet  retium  to  their  homes  until  an 
efficient  force,  snch  as  can  be  relied  on,  may  be 
raised  and  permanently  stationed  on  the  fron- 
tier for  their  protection  and  defence.  He  be- 
lieved we  should  hear  of  no  more  Indian  wars, 
after  this  force  was  organized  and  placed  in 
service.  One  thing  oertunly  would  be  accom- 
plished by  it ;  oitizens  reading  in  that  section 
of  the  conutTy  would  do  longer  be  sntfjeot  to 
be  called  on  without  preparation  to  leave  thdr 
families  and  their  bamneas,  to  march  against 
these  Indiana. 

The  Govmunent  had  the  power,  and  it  was 
fropw  that  it  shonld  protect  every  one  of  its 
citizens  while  engi^ed  in  their  usnal  pursuits. 
On  great  occauoos,  he  thought  the  militia 
should  be  relied  on  for  tJie  national  defence, 
but  it  was  ruinous  to  uiy  people  engaged  in 
civil  porsaits  to  be  compelled  to  defend  their 
own  firesides,  or  to  be  required  to  march  in 
defence  of  their  neighbors,  on  every  incursion 
of  an  enemy,  however  nnall  t£eir  force.  The 
militia  on  me  frontier  had  always  i^ven  the 
highest  evidence  ai  patriotism,  by  ttmiing  ont 
at  a  momuit's  wammg  to  defend  the  oonntry, 
even  thoo^  it  dniriTcd  them  of  raising  a  crop 
fm  the  support  of  thnr  families,  which  was  the 
ease  last  year,  and  he  did  not  doubt  it  would 
be  so  agfun  this  season.  He  believed  that  the 
pay  allowed  by  the  Government  to  the  citizens 
thos  called  out,  could  not  posdbly  compensate 
them  individually  for  their  sacrifices,  much  leas 
for  their  privations  of  being  hurried  into  the 
service  without  the  necessary  preparations  to 
make  them  oomfbrtable;  but  he  stud  the  priva- 


tion  and  injury  to  the  soldier  thus  called  oot 
was  nothing  compared  wiUi  the  injory  dwe  u 
the  whole  community  residing  nesr  the  fron- 
tier, who  were  compelled  to  fly  £rom  tLar 
homes,  and  sacrifice  not  only  the  produce  and 
labor  of  the  season,  neoessary  for  their  sopport, 
but  all  the  effocta  they  possessed  are  left  lietund, 
and  are  generally  destroyed.  The  bill  he  bid 
just  offered  would  remedy  all  these  evils^  It 
was  a  measure  not  (mly  <rf  jostiee,  bnt  hnnanitf, 
and  he  hoped  it  womd  be  adi^ted  witimt  A> 
lay,  as  he  thonght  it  very  {wobaUe  Uutthot 
troops  oonld,  and  hoped  they  would,  if  oeco- 
sary,  be  raised  in  time  to  assist  in  expeUiuud 
oluurtiBing  the  war  party  of  Indians  wbicn  had 
just  commenced  the  outrages  on  the  dtuensof 
Illinois. 

Mr.  B.  said  if  the  enense  could  be  tboQ^ 
an  object,  he  was  satisfied  an  important  atTmg 
wonld  acome  from  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment. The  proposal  was  that  each  tltoD 
volunteers  should  furnish  his  own  horse;  and 
as  this  force  woold  not  be  needed  in  winlir 
time,  (for  it  was  not  the  habit  of  the  Ja&m  to 
make  war  in  Hm  winter,)  the  conntrr  wonU  le 
saved  Hie  expoisetrf  the  keet^ngof  then  bones 
daring -idl  the  winter  mwths  —  an  axptntt 
which  must  be  incurred  if  the  United  Sola' 
troops  ^oold  be  employed.  The  yovngBen 
tne  country  who  would  oonBtitate  thaK 
volunteers  all  owned  horses,  and  were  aeou- 
tomedto  taking  care  of  them.  They  were  to  be 
allowed  forty  cents  a  day  for  the  use  tlttii 
horses,  and  soch  an  allowance  wonld  occssod 
a  great  saving  if  compared  with  the  eipoK 
that  must  be  incurred  snould  the  United  States' 
troops  be  monnted  at  the  expense  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  Dbattoh  proposed  to  amend  the  mmsA- 
ment  of  Mr.  Dmoxs,  so  Astoizurease  tlH.iiiiii- 
ber  of  taroopB  from  eight  hundred  to  one  ttoa- 
sand,  which  Mr.  Duboak  accepted. 

Mr.  Dratzoit  was  exoeedmgly  anxbm  to 
impress  on  the  House  the  policy,  he  might 
almost  say  the  necessity,  of  aaopting  the  meae- 
nre  now  "propoBei.  According  to  the  beat  d 
his  recollection,  a  plan  exactly  similar  to  thii 
had  been  heretofore  reported  to  the  Honse  hj 
the  Military  Oommittee.  Yet,  notwiUistandiog 
the  reasoning  contained  in  the  report  had  beea 
corrobor^ed  by  the  opinion  of  uiose  beet  a^ 
quainted  with  Uie  nature  of  Indian  wsrfare,  Im 
referred  to  such  men  as  Gen.  dark,  Got.  Ow 
C^.  Gfunes,  Gen.  Atkinson,  and  the  very  ci- 
poienced  gentleman  at  present  a  masber  d 
this  House  from  Missouri,  (3ir.  Ashlet,)  tke 
measure  had  foiled  to  meet  with  the  sppieba* 
tion  of  a  m^ority  of  the  House.  At  th^  fiiM 
the  committee  could  only  Busiest  what  wonld 
be  the  probable  oonseqnenoes  <tf  refusing  io 
organize  such  a  force.  The  committee  had 
stated  that  the  frontiers  wonld  be  liable  to  be 
attacked;  and  although  there  existed  st  that 
Ume  nothing  which  deserved  the  name  of  so 
Indian  war,  even  yet  dq>redidioas  had  b*^ 
comndtted,  murders  perpcrtnted,  and  erai 
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soldi  era  of  the  United  States  maauored  almost 
within  sight  oi  the  gflrriaona.  It  would  have 
been  a  vain  attAmpt  to  pnrsae  the  Indians  who 
had  committed  these  outrages,  for  they  were 
all  mounted  on  fleet  horses,  while  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  conusted  of  in&ntry  alone, 
and  they  were  therefore  compelled  to  endure 
all  the  insQlts  and  usuries  so  sare  to  arise  from 
Indian  hoeCility.  Bat  now  the  very  evils  which 
the  committee  had  then  predicted  had  actually 
occurred.  It  appeared  that  the  Indiana  bad 
attacked  not  merely  the  revnlar  troops  and  the 
militia  of  Blinois,  but  had  murdered  women, 
old  men,  and  children.  It  was  impraetioi^le  to 
pnt  a  stop  to  Uieae  dreadftil  outrages,  because 
the  United  States'  troops  had  no  hones  on 
which  to  wirsne  the  enemy.  The  mounted 
miUtia  of  Illinois  had  been  cdled  out,  but  their 
party  lud  been  partially  defeated.  It  appeared 
that  the  Baos,  Uie  Sioux,  and  the  Pottawato- 
miea,  had  united,  and  were  c<^eoting  a  formi- 
diible  force.  What  was  wanted  in  order  to 
check  them  was  the  peculiar  species  of  troops 
which  ti\e  amendment  proposed  to  call  into 
action.  Without  troops  of  this  description, 
though  the  number  of  our  regulars  should  be 
tripl^  no  impression  could  be  made  upon  the 
Indian  force.  But  these  mounted  riflemen 
could  assail  the  IncUan  Tillages,  antio^wto  and 
break  up  associations  and  oombinatiraa  which 
would  otherwise  be  sore  to  be  formed,  and  by 
obtidi^og  and  rapidly  txansmitting  information 
nUght  defeat  the  designs  of  the  enony.  In  an 
emergeoey  the  amount  of  expense  was  oom- 
paratlvely  of  littie  moment;  out  caloulations 
whicii  had  carefblly  been  made  went  to  show 
that  the  proposed  measure  wonld  be  acoom- 

n'ed  with  the  savins  of  the  public  money, 
onsequence  of  the  Umted  States*  troops  not 
being  mounted,  it  had  been  necessary  to  call  out 
^e  militia.  The  pay  of  these  forces,  the  bire- 
iog  of  steamboats  for  their  transportation,  and 
lUl  the  other  expmses  incident^  to  snob  a  ser- 
vioe,  had  amounted  to  far  more  than  it  would 
have  eost  to  moont  and  equip  the  regular  troops. 
It  was  the  nnderatandlng  that  the  tumpi  rmed 
under  tiiia  bill  were  to  be  hbpt  in  commiaricat 
'only  BO  long  as  th«r  services  might  be  neoes- 
aary,  and  during  the  winter  they  would  be  no 
exprase  to  the  Oovenunent.  Mr.  D.  trusted 
that  the  amendment  fnmldreedTe  the  assent  of 
the  committee. 
Mr.  Ashlbt's  amendment  was  rejected. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  fir.  DtriroAJi 
was  agreed  to — ^yeas  79,  nays  81. 

Tlie  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill, 
and  it  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


VKHn8Di.T,  JTUBO  18. 

Ths  Tariff— Reduction  of  DuUa—ProteOian 
to  Home  Indtutry. 

Ur.  Ohoatx,  of  Masaachugetta,  did  not  intend 
to  engage  in  a  general  discusdon  of  this  trulr 
bonncUMB  lutject  Such  a  diiooaioii,  eztend- 


iog  over  the  wlude  ground  of  debate,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  able  enmples  which  had  been  set, 

would  be,  within  the  limits  of  time  which  be 
had  prescribed  to  himself,  superficial  and  com- 
monplace. Lengthened  far  enough  to  be  at 
once  comprehensive  and  thorough,  if  be  were 
capable  of  conducting  such  a  one,  it  would 
ooQBume  more*  time  than  the  committee  could 
spare,  and  demand  more  physical  energy,  if 
nothing  else  were  wantiiw,  than  he  possessed. 

I  wish  only,  sir,  said  0.,  to  submit  some 
considerations  upon  a  single  one  of  all  the  topics 
which  belong  to .  this  delicate  and  complex 
d^beration.  I  wiahto  presait.oneTeason  only 
why  yoB  ahonld  not  awdisli,  or  anhatantially 
alter,  the  existing  national  protective  system. 
Much  had  been  audfinr  the  producers  of  cotton, 
rice,  and  tobacco,  and  the  consumers  of  imptnt- 
ed  British  goods.  I  beg  your  indulgence  while 
I  say  something  in  behalf  of  that  portion  of  the 
American  people  whom  jronr  Ic^^ation  and 
word  of  honor  have  invited  or  compelled  to 
become  manufacturers,  or  to  connect  their  labor, 
their  capital,  their  fortunes,  their  calculations 
for  life,  for  tiiemselves  and  for  their  children, 
remotely  or  directly  with  manufactures,  and 
who  are  now  menaced  by  an  abandonment  <rf 
that  policy  which  has  made  tibem  what  they 
are,  and  placed  them  where  they  are. 

The  question  at  this  moment  poiding  before 
the  committee,  upon  the  amendment  o&red  by 
my  colleagae  (Mr.  J.  Davis)  to  tiie  UU  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  is,  per- 
haps, a  dednve  question.  If  you  adopt  it  with 
such  modifications,  and  such  further  less  im- 
portant amendments,  as  are  understood  to  be 
matured,  and  in  readiness  to  be  presented,  you 
decide  to  preserve,  substantially  unimpaired, 
the  Amencan  system  as  now  eBtabli^ed. 
Something  you  will  also  do,  I  hope  it  may  be 
thought  to  be  much,  for  conciliation  and  con- 
cession. Ton  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  needs 
of  the  Government,  or  at  least  yon  effioientiy, 
and  in  good  fldth,  begin  the  bnnness  of  reduc- 
tion. Fhmn  one,  perhtqis  frran  two  article^ 
enlndvdy  Southern  conaomptimi,  and  of 
great  importanoe.  to  the  Sonth,  negro  dothiiw 
and  cotton  bagpng,  the  protecting  duty  wil^ 
by  exemption  or  drawback,  be  te^en  wholly 
away.  But  the  general  system  of  protection 
will  remun  untouched. 

I^  on  the  other  hand,  yon  r^eot  this  amend- 
ment, and  pass  the  bill  submitted  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  or  that  submitted  by  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  you  prostrate 
that  system.  Looking  at  the  rate  of  dnties,  and 
the  mode  and  place  of  valuation  therein  pre- 
scribed, consulting  with  men  in  whose  practi- 
cal opiniona  I  ought  to  have  confidence,  and 
jud^g  aa  wdl  asl  may  for  myself  I  am  con- 
pelied  to  believe  that  each  of  those  bills  with- 
draws, and  intends  to  withdraw,  from  onr 
immature  and  sprinf^ng  mann&ctnrcs,  whatever 
of  certain  and  snbstantial  protection  they  now 
e^Joy.  The  real  question  pending^  themore, 
is  the  broad  one  which  gentionen  have  dia- 
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CQssed — Shall  the  existiiig  protedtire  system  be 
mtuntained,  or  shall  it  be  OTerthrown,  either  bj 
direct  abolition,  or  by  oompromise  f  • 

I  have  listened,  sir,  to  this  discossion  with 
great  interest.  The  magoitode  of  the  conse- 
qnences  which  all  admit  depend  npon  it,  and 
the  ability  with  which  it  has  been  sustained, 
have  mode  it  to  me  a  memorable  and  instmc- 
tive  occasioD.  But  in  all  that  I  have  heard 
there  has  been  only  one  plausible  reason  sng- 
gested  for  the  abandonment  of  the  protective 
system.  That  reason  is,  tJiat  the  system  oper- 
ates with  a  local  and  putial  severity  upon  the 
planting  States.  It  is  true  that  other  oonsider- 
ationB  are  pressed  in  argument.  The  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  who  has  just  resumed  his 
seat,  (Mr.  Wildb,)  does  not  confine  himself  ex- 
dosiTely  to  the  sectional  objection.  Else- 
where, as  weS.  as  in  the  South,  there  is  hostility 
to  the  system.  Elsewhere,  as  well  as  there, 
there  are  political  eoouomists  and  politicians 
who  maintain  that  it  rests  upon  an  unsound 
theory  of  the  wealth  of  nations ;  that  it  ondnly 
depresses  and  undaly  fosters  individual  inter- 
ests ;  that  it  is  aristocratical  and  anti-repnbli- 
oan  in  its  tendencies,  and  that  it  prodsceB,  in 
the  long  run,  national  loss  and  national  immo- 
rality. Kbewhere,  as  wdl  as  there,  there  are 
porsnits  on  whidi  some  of  its  proviaionB  do 
press  with  nnquestifHiable  seventy.  Every- 
where, as  well  as  there,  it  produces  smne  good 
and  some  evil,  like  all  other  contrivances  of 
man ;  and  it  divides  public  opinion,  to  some 
extent,  like  every  other  subject  which  address- 
es itself  to  the  reason  and  passions  of  man. 
But  I  am  sure  I  speak  the  sentiment  of  nine  in 
ten  of  the  committee  when  I  say  tiiat,  were  it 
not  for  its  allied  severity  of  pressure  upon  the 
South,  there  would  be  no  plandbility  whatso- 
ever in  this  formidable  attack  upon  it.  But  for 
this  we  should  utterly  r^eot  tiie  suggestion  so 
often  reiterated  here  and  elsewhere,  that  the 
extinguishment  of  the  national  debt  affords  a  fit 
i^ortunity  tor  overthrawing  it.  We  should 
see  nothing  at  all  of  that  orids  which  inspires 
80  much  newspaper  eloquence.  What,  but  for 
this,  should  we  do !  Why,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
as  fast  as  we  could,  we  should  i«dnce  the  reve- 
nue to  the  wants  cf  Qovemment,  but  we  should 
do  this  without  so  much  as  touching  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  protective  portions  of  the  tariff. 
Its  details  we  might,  now  or  hereafter,  no  doabt, 
re-examine.  We  might  insert  an  item  here,  or 
strike  out  another  there ;  we  might  restore  the 
true  value  of  the  pound  sterling ;  abolidi  the 
mysteries  and  abomination  of  minimums ;  alter 
the  place  and  mode  of  annraiting  goods ;  snb- 
stitnte  ca^  p^ments of  dutieBfOT credits;  and 
if  any  interest  affected  by  the  general  i^stem 
ahould  be  found  tosoff^more  or  gain  leas  than 
others,  we  mi|^t  relieve  it  by  exemption  or 
drawback ;  but  the  system  itself,  in  its  general 
principle,  grand  outlines,  and  substantial  oon- 
stmctitm,  nobody  would  dream  of  tampraing 
with. 

I  repeat  it,  then,  tbe  only  planslUe  ground  of 


attack  on  this  policy,  here  asmmed,  is  this,  that 
it  oppresses  the  States  of  the  South ;  that  it 
blights  their  harvests,  blasts  their  fidda,  and 
causes  the  grass  to  grow  on  the  wharves,  and 
in  the  great  thoron^ifiares  of  their  commercial 
dties ;  that  it  enhances  the  prices  of  all  tbey 
bny,  and  depresses  the  prices  of  all  tfaej  selL 

To  this  ailment  of  the  South,  various  an- 
swers may  be  given.  I  shall  eon&ie  mys^.  aa 
I  have  said,  to  one,  and  that  a  plain,  practicsl, 
and  intelli^ble  answu-.  It  is  this:  that  the 
iz^nry  which  the  aband<mm«it  this  yolkj 
will  do  to  the  individuals,  and  to  the  interests 
and  sectiouB  remotely  or  directly  oonnected 
with,  and  dependent  on,  manufacturing  a&d 
mechanical  industry,  and  to  the  country,  will 
outweigh,  immeasurably,  any  rational  estbnate 
of  the  good  which  it  will  do  to  the  South. 

I  take  it,  sir,  if  the  fact  be  so,  this  is  a  proper 
ailment  to  be  addressed  to  the  committee. 
It  is  a  qaestion  of  expediency  we  are  debating 
"  The  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  unmber  "  is 
the  turning  conraderation,  is  it  not  8  If  the 
act  to  which  gentiem^  urge  you  so  zealously 
will  occasicn  more  evil  than  good,  in  a  large 
and  otHnprehenave  estimate  of  its  conseqneneea, 
will  you  be  persuaded  into  itt 

It  is  true,  certainly,  that  a  difflereDt  doctrine 
has  bem  indnoated,  if  not  openly  preued,  in 
thk  discussion.  It  has  been  a^ra  that  this  is 
not  a  question  of  expediency^  but  of  right,  iss- 
tice,  and  principle.  It  bus  been  argued  that 
no  matter  how  great  may  be  the  amount  of  the 
pecuniary,  economical,  individu^  and  national 
sacrifice  on  the  one  side,  ocoauoned  by  the 
subversion  of  the  protective  policy,  or  how  triv- 
ial the  compensation  on  the  other,  onr  South- 
ern brethr^  may  demand  its  subversion  aa  a 
matter  of  clear  right  and  justice.  It  is  argued, 
or  it  follows  from  what  is  argued,  that  they  may 
put  a  cotton  plantation,  or  a  tobacco  fidd, 
against  a  thousand  milli<HU  of  dtdlaia  afiiianii- 
faoturing  values,  against  the  ooeapatioiiB  and 
property  of  seventeen  States,  and  against  the 
wealth,  powM*,  enjoyments,  and  hopes  of  a 
whole  n^on ;  and  demand,  as  a  daim  of  mere 
right,  that  the  greater  should  be  sacrificed,  not 
for  the  benefit  of  the  less,  but  on  a  groundless 
expectation  d  such  a  benefit  That  great  in- 
terosta "  on  whi<di  the  gentieman  from  Yir- 
ginia  (Ur.  Bouldik)  laid  such  ragnificant  em- 
phasis, should  prevail  against  small  interests, 
and  that  the  nugority,  in  a  matter  within  their 
oonstitntional  competence,  should  prescribe 
rule  to  the  minority,  is  vehemently  deaMcmeed 
as  unjnet  and  intderable. 

Bir,  I  am  afiraid  that  this  lan^nage  -cout^  no 
useftii  meaning,  nor  any  meanmg  at  all,  far  the 
direothm  of  our  duty  aa  loipslatora  in  this  exi- 
gency. Observe  that  it  is  not  the  eonstitiition- 
u  power  of  the  minority  in  Congress  to  ms^e  a 
protecting  tariff  which  gentiemen  deny.  They 
mean  something  more  and  something  else  than 
this.  Probably  they  do  not  doubt  that  you  have 
the  ccmatitatioDal  power  to  0(^eot  a  necessary 
and  ^ven  amonnt  of  revenoe,  in  gaoh  manner 
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aa  incidentally  to  extend  protection  to  dcmiestio 
induBtry.  At  least  they  do  not  very  distinctly 
deny  it.  Observe,  too,  that  they  do  not  con- 
deaoend  to  say  that  the  majority  onght  to  weigh 
this  qnestion  deliberately  and  di^assiouate^, 
as  a  grave  and  difBonlt  qnestion  of  policy,  with 
a  liberal  indolgenoe  towards  the  opiDi(ms  of  the 
minmilr  and  with  s  determinalion  if  poadble 
to  reooodle  nther  than  aacrifioe  the  nnaller 
interests,  and  the  "anbordinate  good  to  the 
greater.  This  is  not  the  language  of  the  gen- 
tlemen. Th^  go  a  great  way  oeyond  and  above 
this.  They  mean  to  aay,  or  they  say  nothing 
to  Oie  pnrpose,  that,  in  tiiu  particular  ease,  tho 
majority  of  this  nation,  acting  according  to  the 
forms  of  the  oonstitntion,  npon  a  snbjeot  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Government, 
have  no  right  to  determine  the  national  policy, 
or  have  no  right  to  determine  it  as  the  greatest 
good  of  the  greatest  number  shall  in  the  jn^- 
ment  of  the  mi^jority  require,  bnt  as  the  minor- 
ity shall  dictate.  They  assert  a  moral  right,  or 
some  sort  of  right,  not  a  constitntional  one^  to 
have  the  protecting  system  (brthwith  abandm- 
ed  with  reference  to  oonseqaenoes.  Fiat  ^im- 
titi<k,  mat  «a2»ffl^  say  they.  Sir,  the  ardor  of 
debate  baa  hnrried  genUemen  into  exaggerated 
expreanon  or  oonAuioD  of  Uionght.  I^t  ns,  to 
use  the  language  of  a  dbtinguisned  individual, 
one  of  that  Ooiu^ress  of  which  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  (Ur.  Wilds)  has  just  famished 
us  so  many  interesting  recollections,  and  whose 
great  names  he  has  prised  with  so  much  can- 
dor and  discrimination—"  let  ns  seek  for  clear 
ideas."  I  suppose  myself^  upon  the  general 
c^nestion  of  continuing  or  withdrawing  protec- 
tion, to  be  one  of  the  majority  of  this  Legi^^ 
tare,  ^e  constitutional  power  to  oontione  or 
withdraw  ratiteotion  is  oonoeded  to  us.  By 
what  priniuple  ctf  potitioal  moraUty  oudit  we 
to  regulate  uu  ex«t»Be<^  this  power?  For  all 
l^slation  which  is  admitted  to  be  anihorixed 
by  the  conatitation,  thepeople  of  the  United 
States  are  one  people.  The  confederated  char- 
acter of  the  Government  and  the  separate  eidst- 
enoe  of  the  States,  for  all-  snch  le^slation,  are 
of  no  importance.  The  power  of  the  m^jcudty. 
and  the  rule  of  political  morality  which  shonia 
fjontrol  its  exercise,  are  precisely  the  same  for 
such  legislation,  as  if  the  Government  were 
consolidated,  and  our  people  *'  one,  indivisible, 
and  homogeneous,!'  as  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  ways  and  Means  describes  the  Got- 
enunent  and  the  people  of  England.  Local  in- 
terests^ pnrsidta^  and  opinitau  there  are^  of 
course,  diflbrent,  conflicting,  almost  irreeon- 
(HlaUe.  The  South,  the  Korth,  the  West,  have 
eadi  Qmx  own.  We  are  called  to  deliberate 
npon  a  policy  which  affects  them  all;  some 
favorably,  others  unfavorably,  or  1ms  favorably. 
What  is  the  rule  of  onr  right  and  our  daty  f 
Sir,  we  ought  if  we  could  do  so,  to  adopt  a 
policy  which  shall  reconcile  and  harmonize  all 
these  interests,  and  promote  the  good  of  alLand 
of  all  equally.  But  that  is  impossible,  wliat 
then  are  we  to  do?  Oornmlt  the  greatest  good 


of  the  greatest  number ;  regardless  where  or  on 
whom  the  particolar  hudship  which  all  general 
policy  must  produce  shall  fall,  but  regretting 
that  it  should  fall  on  anybody,  and  lightening  it 
as  well  as  we  may.  The  moral  right  of  the 
minority  is  that  the  majority  shall  exercise  a 
sonnd  discretion  in  good  faith.  The  moral  duty 
ot  the  minority  is  acquiescence.  If  they  are 
subjected  to  loes  and  bard^p,  and  it  be  direct, 
specifle,  measoraUe  in  mon^,  or  snob  as  the 
onstonu  of  ^vil  Bodies  Teo(^idza  aa  a  fit  snb- 
ject  of  compensation,  they  must  be  compen- 
sated. If  not  so,  it  is  what  the  gentieman  from 
South  Carolina  calls  damnum  ab$gve  w0wia. 
Extreme  cases  provide  for  themeelves,  and  are 
a  law  unto  themselves.  All  this,  Jeremy  Ben- 
tham  and  the  Westmnister  Review,  to  which 
we  have  been  sent,  in  the  course  of  mis  discus- 
sion, to  learn  political  economy,  would  say  ia 
too  clear  for  argument.  I  agree,  certainly,  that 
it  is  a  very  grave  qnestion  of  expe^ency, 
whether  we  shim  perpetuate  a  system  which  is 
supposed  to  distribute  its  good  and  its  evil 
sectionally ;  its  good  over  one  region,  and  its 
evU  over  another.  I  should  hentate  a  little 
longer  perhaps  upon  a  measure  whi<b  was  op- 
posed by  the  entire  pe(^Ie  of  a  ungle  Btat& 
tluin  upon  one  which  was  opposed  by  an  eqnu 
number  of  persons  scattered  through  the  twenty- 
four  States.  If  the  navigating  interest  of  this 
country  were  confined  to  South  Carolina,  and 
her  whole  population  were  concerned  in  that 
interest,  gentlemen  might  not  think  it  expedient 
perhaps  to  burden  it  as  they  burden  it  now. 
The  power  and  right  of  the  minority,  and  the 
duty  of  the  minority,  would,  however,  remain 
the  same. 

Then,  sir,  to  pass  on.  If  the  Iqjniy  to  other 
sections,  interests,  and  individuals,  and  to  the 
Datttn,  will  exeeed  the  beoefit  to  the  South,  the 
measure  reocHomended  is  inexpedient,  and  must 
be  r^ected.  Take,  then,  as  well  as  you  can, 
the  dimensions*  of  the  evil  of  all  sorts,  which 
you  will  do  if  you  overturn  this  system.  Con- 
sider first  the  magnitude  and  character  of  the 
interests  whicli  it  belters,  and  their  cluma 
upon  your  care.  I  could  not,  in  an  hour,  enu- 
merate the  various  agricultural  products  and 
branches  of  mechanical  and  manufacturing  in- 
dustry, which  make  up  the  vast  a^^ir^ate  and 
amfferi4$f  so  to  speak,  of  yonr  protected  inter- 
ests. It  would  be  still  less  easy  to  express 
their  value  in  "  moneys  numbered,"  or  to  range 
the  height,  depth,  length,  and  breadUi  tn  the 
mischief  which  is  medttated.  Ton  know,  in 
general,  that  thir  interest  has  swollen  to  many 
hundred  millions  of  dollars.  Yon  know  that  it 
comprehends  many  agricultural  prodncts  to 
whi^  the  wisdom  of  all  civilized  nations  has 
ascribed  the  first  importance,  and  the  whole 
circle  of  the  plain,  snbstantial,  lud  useful  arts, 
trades,  and  branches  of  manufacture,  which 
characterize  the  judicious  and  practical  indostry 
of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  of  men,  wheresoever 
npon  earth  they  are  found.  You  know  that  it 
is  no  local  or  subordinate  interest  Viewing  it 
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merely  as  a  bosiness  which  is  pursued,  and  a 
property  which  ia  holden  hj  indiTiduals,  it  is 
pursued  and  holden  in  the  East,  in  the  central 
States,  in  the  West,  in  the  Soath,  and  in  the 
Soatliwest ;  and  thonaands  of  those  classes  of 
onr  citizens  whom  the  legislator  would  most 
wish  to  favor,  laborers,  mechtmics,  farmers, 
capitalists  of  middling  fortunes,  their  own  ao- 
guiution,  have  connected  themselves  inseparably 
witb  its  prosperity  and  its  decline.  I  might 
impress  perhaps  a  more  Tivid  and  just  concep- 
tion of  its  Importanoe  and  oharaoter,  1^  enter- 
ing into  some  details.  Bnt  it  is  nee^ess.  I 
speak  to  statesmen  who  hold  the  ftte  of  tiie 
whole  national  industry  in  tfa^  hands,  who 
are  now  deliberating  upon  a  measure  pregnant 
with  its  fate,  and  they  hare  surely  prepared 
themselves  for  such  a  duty  by  a  careful  survey 
of  its  partionlar  employments,  as  w<e^  as  ite 
grand  aggr^ate  and  magnitude. 

Bemember  now  the  claims  which  this  indus- 
try has  upon  you.  Sir,  had  these  interests 
sprung  spontaneously  np  amongst  us,  had  they 
grown  by  your  u^eot,  instead  of  .having 
floDiished  by  your  care,  no  statesman  would 
sacrifice  or  tamper  wiUi  them.  They  are  too 
vast  and  precions  to  be  thrown  away,  "  as  a 
drunkard  flioga  his  treasure  from  him;,"  and  too 
complex  and  ouicate  to  be  subjected  to  bold  the- 
ories and  untried  experiments.  But  to  pass  a 
bill  in  two  sections,  such  as  this  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  dooming  the  whole 
body  of  them  to  ruin,  utter  and  immediate,  no 
Government  which  Gtod  ever  auffered  to  stand 
one  hundred  years  upon  thb  earth  ever  did  such 
a  deed.  However  they  may  have  grown  up, 
whenoeaoever  they  came,  every  Government 
deserving  the  name  of  a  Government,  every 
statesman  a^iring  to  the  character  of  a  states* 
man,  would  regard  them  as  a  vast  addition  to 
tiie  wealtiif  ci^>acities,  et\joyment,  and  power 
of  the  nation,  and  would  onltivate  them  aocord- 
inriy. 

But  attend  to  the  nature  and  limitations  of 
this  pledge.  What  was  the  extent  of  the  assur- 
ance given  to  the  capital  and  labor  of  the  coun- 
try, by  the  passage  of  your  various  tariffs  of 
protection?  Why,  you  undertook,  to  those 
who  acted  on  it,  to  continue  to  afford  them  auch 
and  so  much  protection  a^iunst  foreigners  as 
you  can  afford  by  any  practicable  assessment  of 
duties  of  revenue.  You  are  not  to  raise  revenue 
for  protection.  Tou  raise  it  to  defi*^  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Government,  the  army,  the  navy, 
(uvil  list,  pennons,  and  miaaellaniea,  and  you 
are  to  raise  no  more  than  is  necessary  for  those 
purposes.  The  amount  thus  raised  is  first  to 
be  fixed  by  reference  to  those  purposes,  and 
then  that  amount  is  to  be  distributed  upon  the 
olijecta  of  importation,  as  to  afford  the  utmost 
practicable  incidental  protection  to  domestic 
manufactures,  if  so  much  is  necessary.  If  that 
blessed  consunmution  so  devoutly  wished  by 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Ueans  should  ever  be  realized,  and  the  Govern- 
ment should  come  to  be  administOTed  for 
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nothing,  the  manufacturer  gets  no  more  protec- 
tion in  this  fonn.  If  five  miUicHu  sboald  eia 
suffice  to  defray  the  expenses  of  admiidsteiiiif; 
it,  that  sum  measures  the  limits  of  protectioiL 
So  far  the  manufacturer  takes  his  nsk,  becsou 
he  reposes  upon  a  system  which  couples  protec- 
tion with  revenue,  and  makes  protactitn  sob- 
ordlnate  to  revenue. 

Sir,  I  limit  and  qualify  this  l^^alatiTe  pld« 
still  more  striotiy.  I  agree  tiiat,  if  tlta  tbe 
adopti(m  of  the  protective  policy  1^  this  Got- 
emment,  after  capital  had  been  invested,  utd 
mannfiwtnres  bad  b^;un  to  ^ring  up  beoeitli 
that  policy ;  if^  after  all  this,  a  new  state  d 
facta  substantially  should  present  itself;  if  it 
should  be  ascertained  either  that  no  iiirtber 

Eroteotiou  was  neoeeeary^  the  msoD&ctDRj 
aviog  outgrown  that  neceanty,  or  thtt  lO 
further  protection  was  unavailing  and  ioeipe- 
dient,  it  being  discovered  to  be  imposdUe  to 
introduce  or  sustain  them  by  soch  meai&or 
that  unforeseen  and  great  misdiie&  to  otbef 
paramoont  interests  would  attend  their  BocctiB- 
M  introduction  by  suoh  means,  then  the  pledge 
would  be  no  Icniger  obligatory,  and  Govanmeu 
mij^t  abai^tm  the  policy  of  {voteetiM  witlnat 
staining  its  honor,  or  imp^ring  omfidoioeiiite 
justice.  To  this  extent  also  the  nunn&ctaia 
takes  his  risk. 

This  brin^  us,  sir,  to  the  great  question  npot 
which  this  deliberation,  in  the  view  of  a  [n^ 
tical  statesman,  mainly  turns.  Has  a  state  of 
facts,  subatantially  new  and  material,  ari^ 
unce  the  year  1824^  or  the  year  1828,  vlut^ 
discharges  you  of  your  pledge,  and  renders  it 
honorable,  expedient,  and  honest  to  abandon 
the  protected  interests,  and  chai^  the  polic; 
then  deliberately  adopted  ?  Sir,  the  Gongreit 
of  1624,  and  that  <rf  1828,  hod  thdr  dut;  to  d^ 
and  we  have  oub,  Th^  hod  thor  reqnui- 
bitities,  «id  we  have  oura.  In  the  discharge  tf 
tliat  duty,  under  the  whole  weight  of  thtt 
respfmsibiiity,  they  settied  this  polioyt  ^ 
view  of  the  vast  interests  now  embarked  in  it 
we  are  to  assume  that  it  was  rightly  eetikd. 
Our  bufdness  is  to  inquire  whether,  in  the  ^ 
years  which  have  once  elq)sed,  matter  ex  poi 
faeto  has  arisen,  requiring  us  to  undo  whatthej 
have  done.  Has  it  been  ascertained,  then,  that 
no  farther  protection  is  necessary,  manuiactarei 
having  outgrown  snch  necessity  f  Nobodj  pi- 
tends  this.  It  is  admitted  by  oveiy  one  wto 
has  debated  this  question  here,  and  bf  tfac 
whde  antirtariff  press,  that  continued  i»tit«- 
tion  to  some  extent  is  indiq>ensable,  if  tbe 
olt}eot  be  to  retain  the  manufacturers  in  that 
business,  and  keep  up  tbe  wages  <^  labor.  Um 
object  be  to  drive  them  out  of  .their  bnaaesLW 
to  reduce  the  wages  of  free  labor  to  a  level  viu 
the  wages  of  European  puiperism,  it  is  a  differ- 
ent thing.  Has  it  been  ascertained,  howevei, 
let  it  be  ftirther  demanded,  that  the  protected 
manufacturers  have  reached  suoh  a  point  tt^ 
the  rate  of  duties  pr(n>osed  by  the  Inll  snbmiittd 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  ifford 
tbem  adequate  prote(^sont  Zn  other  word^  >^ 
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it  ascertained  that  the  propoMd  doties  are  aa 
aoonrately  adwted  and  adjusted  to  the  [oewnt 
oondition  of  domestic  manii&otnres,  aa  the 
existing  duties  were  adiqited  to  th^  oondition 
when  tney  were  Irid  on. 

In  1834  and  1828  certain  protecting  daties 
were  imposed.  This  was  done  upon  great  con- 
sideration, and  a  careful  stady  of  this  most 
complex  subject  in  allits  parts  and  all  its  bear- 
ings. It  has  not  been  intimated  by  any  gentle- 
man, and  not  a  tittle  of  proof  has  been  aaduoed 
on  this  oocasiou  to  show  that  those  duties, 
taking  into  oondderation  the  state  of  oar  mana- 
factnres  then,  were  too  liigh  for  th^  ol^eot — 
effectual  proteotion.  Bnt  it  la  a  onmnon  and 
plMisiUe  ttiing  to  say  tiiat  as  a  mannfhoture 
grows,  and  strUtes  its  root  deeper,  and  aoqtdres 
nardihood  and  a  self-sustuning  capacity,  as  skill 
is  improved,  and  capital  flows  into  the  employ- 
ment, and  domestic  competition  becomies  adven- 
turoufl  and  fortnnate,  that,  then,  less  than  the 
original  degree  of  protection  is  neoesaary,  and 
duties  may  come  down  somewhat  this  is  the 
argument  from  which  there  is  most  to  dread. 
Sir,  this  project  of  reducing  duties  of  protec- 
tion, to  keep  pace  with  a  supposed  advance- 
ment of  the  manufacture,  is  the  most  delicate 
bunness  that  ever  was  undertaken.  The  prob- 
lemistliis:  if  idxtypercent.  was  only  adeqoate 
protection  In  1882  ?  Nay,  the  problem  is 
more  complicated.  Ton  propose  to  abotidi 
minimums ;  and  therefore  the  qnestion  is,  what 
ad  valorem  duty  now  will  be  an  exact  eqnivalent 
for  the  artificial  specific  duty  of  the  existing 
tariff  f  Eere^  precision,  cert^nty,  proof,  accu- 
rate calculation,  are  every  thing.  Five  per 
cent,  more  or  less  may  mi^e  all  the  cUfference 
between  a  protecting  duty  and  a  duty  whioii 
yields  no  protection.  The  loose,  indolent,  and 
mischievous  suggestion  so  often  repeated,  with 
BO  little  meaning,  that  manuftctures  can  now 
to  a  great  degree  take  care  of  themselves,  is  an 
onsafe  guide  of  practical  legislation.  Where 
are  the  proofs  on  which  you  assert  that  this 
industry  oaa  sastrin  this  rediicticmt  Show 
your  estiniates.  .  Wert  out  the  som.  Take  the 
complex  and  eareftil  ■  calculation  upon  which 
the  OongresB  of  1828  proceeded ;  go  over  item 
by  item,  and  let  us  see  npon  what  supposed 
alteration  of  circumstance  yon  ground  this 
perilous  experiment.  The  cost  of  foreign  pro- 
duction, the  cost  of  domestic  production,  tiie 
dangers  from  fluctuations  of  foreign  markets 
and  business,  and  from  frauds  upon  your  own 
oustom-honses,  is  there  any  new  light  upon 
these  anlrjecta  f  Have  you  examined  witnesses  1 
'Have  you  so  much  as  read  an  affidavit  f  Have 
yon  taken  an  observation  f  or  do  you  go  by  dead 
reckoning  I  And,  eldier  .way,  do  let  us  look 
over  your  day*s  woric  t  Sir,  they  who  are  atiir- 
ing  to  overturn  the  system  of  protection,  act 
intdligently  and  con^stently  in  voting  toe  this 
reduction  of  duty,  if  they  can  obtain  no  more, 
regardless  of  its  extent  and  consequences.  But 
I  entreat  the  mq}ority  of  this  Hoose,  the  fHenda 
and  framen  d  the  e^iban,  to  be  eantiona  Ih>w 
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they  receive  the  delnsiTe,  or,  at  the  best,  doubt- 
ful pn^Ktdtion,  that  a  duty  of  one-half  will 
as  effectoally  protect  the  interests  to  which  they 
are  devoted,  now,  as  the  whole  duty  protected 
them  when  it  was  first  imposed.  They  may 
voluntarily  renounce  protection,  if  they  think 
the  times  demand  the  sacrifice.  But  let  them 
not  be  deluded  out  of  it ;  nor  attempt  to  soothe 
the  conntry  by  the  pretence  that  it  has  been 
preserved,  when  they  know  it  has  not,  or  do 
not  know  that  it  has. 

Upon  the  whole,  sir,  I  submit  that  it  has  not 
been  ascertained,  since  1824  or  1828,  that  no 
farther  protection  ia  neceesaiy,  nor  that  tiie  pro- 
posed d^i;ree  of  reduced  protection  la  all  wnidi 
IS  necessary.  . 

Well,  dr,  haa  it  been  ascertained  that  protec- 
tion is  unavailing  and  inexpedient,  it  being  now 
discovered  to  be  Impos^ble  to  introdnce  domes- 
tic manufactures  by  such  means  at  all,  or  at 
least  without  great  and  disproportionate  ex- 
penses 1  Let  it  oe  premised  liiat  it  is  only  four 
years  eonce  the  system  was  consummated. 
Even  if  yon  date  back  from  1824,  it  is  quite 
too  short  a  time  to  develop  the  fair  action  of  a 
complex  pohoy  like  this.  He  is  a  bold  states- 
man, and  that  is  a  bold  party  and  a  bold  Admin- 
istration which  will  say  the  result  of  such  an 
experiment  has  demonstrated  that  this  kind  oi 
industry  cannot  be  engrafted  npon  the  stock  of 
the  masonline  morality,  enei^;etio  habits,  IJie  skill, 
persevowiee,  and  frugality  of  this  people.  How- 
ever the  system  had  operated,  nobody  could  say 
it  had  fuled  on  a  Mr  trial,  and  therefore  shoiwl 
be  al>andoDed.  But  I  go  further.  X  ask  every 
member  of  this  committee,  if  even  the  brief, 
and  in  some  respects  nnfavorable  experiment 
whi<di  has  been  made,  does  not  prove  concdu- 
sively  tiiat  this  seed  is  sown  on  good  ground, 
and  that,  although  it.  Is  yet  bnt  in  the  blade 
and  the  green  ear,  it  will  shoot  higher,  and 
bring  forth  of  full  com  in  the  ear  a  hundred 
fold.  Ton  have  not  overrated  the  capacities  <^ 
your  ommbry^mHT  emd.in  your  vi^rai  of  her 
greatness.  We  see  far  enou^  to  know  that 
whatever  of  wealth,  power,  enjoyment,  and 
aggrandizement,  a  diverdfied,  persevering,  re- 
warded, intellecinal  industry  will  bestow  upon 
a  nation,  is  dready  within  our  grasp.  We  see 
&r  enough  to  know  that  the  same  great  power 
of  the  social  world,  which  reared  and  which 
upholds  the  strong  columns  of  England's  ocean 
throne,  will  carry  ns  up  also  to  the  same  daz- 
zling elevation,  and  cover  ns  over,  in  the  fol- 
ness  of  time,  witli  the  ssme  brightnMB  of  glory. 
J3io  tibi  etiam  itw  ad  astra/ 

Gentiemen  say,  however,  that  they  admit  yon 
can  introdnce  and  establish  manufactures  by  a 
protective  policy,  but  it  will  oost  too  mndi 
The  price  pMd  by  the  .oonsnmerB  of  the  coan^  ia 
too  high,  and  the  lemnnnation  which  we  antiol- 
pate  is  too  Temote  and  too  inadequate.  Sir,  thb 
does  not  otnn*  to  the  point.  You  expected  it 
would  oost  sometUng  thus  to  introduce  mann- 
faotores,  when  yon  adopted  this  ptdioy.  Ton 
ei^eetw  a  temporary  enhanoement  of  prioea  to 
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ibe  oonsnmera,  and  jon  looked  forward  to  a 
great  ultimate  national  compensation,  overbal- 
lancing  diis  sacrifice, "  casting  7001  bread  npon 
the  waters  to  receive  it  again  after  many 
days." 

The  true  question  ia  this :  Has  it  been  proved, 
by  the  experiment  of  these  eight  years,  that  it 
will  cost  more  than  yon  expected  to  tstab&sh 
manufactures  by  a  pn^ective  policy  f  Do 
prices  stand  higber,  or  is  domestio  competition 
less  enterprising  and  HncoessfuL  or  have  manu- 
factures driven  more  feebly  wm  yon  antici- 
pated, rendering  it  probable  that  yon  will  be 
fbroed  to  give,  not  too  much  for  the  whistle, 
but  more  than  yon  meant  to  give  t  Sir,  the 
reverse  of  all  this  has  happened.  The  friends 
and  foes  of  the  system  lu.ve  been  alike  disap- 

?ointed  by  its  splendid  and  quick  success, 
rices  have  f^en,  from  some  cause,  competition 
ia  crowded  and  bold,  and  manufactures  have 
multiplied  themselves,  if  it  so  pleases  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  "  beyond  the  dreams  of 
avarice,"  or  of  enthusiasm. 

Has  the  experiment  proved  that  the  success- 
ful  introdacdon  of  manufactures,  by  aid  of  this 
kind  of  le^slation,  works  out  in  any  way  an 
overbalance  of  national  iqjniy  t  Does  it  ope- 
rate to  diminish  rerrame,  or  to  depress  tniae, 
navigation,  commerce  and  agricnltore,  and  the 
wageB  of  labor  ?  Do  the  great  dtiea  wither 
under  this  curse?  Does  we  country  wither 
under  it  t  Does  it  begin  to  develop  anti-repnb- 
lican  and  oristocratioal  influences  in  our  society  ? 
.  No,  sir ;  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  himself 
admits  that  the  eye  of  man  never  reposed  upon 
a  more  soothing  spectacle  of  general  ei\foyment 
and  prosperity  than  that  which  this  whole  land 
—excepting  only,  what  I  do  not  except,  the 
Southern  re^on  of  misery — this  moment  pre- 
Bents.  "  Thrice  h^ipy,  if  we  but  knew  our  hap- 
piness I" 

Will  it  be  said,  however,  that  pablic  Bmii- 
ment  has  at  loi^  declared  agunst  the  sys- 
tem, and  that  this  ia  a  new  fiKt,  relieving  you 
of  your  pledge,  and  requiring  you  to  retrace 
your  steps  ?  Sir,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  Government  settled  tihls  policy  against 
a  very  divided  public  opinion,  and  fliere- 
fore  the  continuance  of  such  a  divided  opinion 
ought  to  be  cantiously  received,  as  a  reason 
for  receding  from  it.  I  do  not  know  tbat 
in  1824  the  weight  of  opinion  was  not  against 
the  protecting  tariff.  The  literary  press  of 
this  counby  and  of  England,  the  professed  and 
perhaps  sincere  sentiments  of  British  atatee- 
men  mea  ont  in  Parliament  about  that  time, 
the  whole  navigating  and  commercial  Interests, 
the  united  East  ana  Sonth,  some  of  the  first 
abilities  of  the  day  in  Oongress,  enoountered  by 
great  ^itities,  it  is  true,  on  Uie  other  side; 
these  were  against  it,  and  yet  it  was  adopted. 
Is  anybody  so  weak  as  to  suppose  that  a  trial 
of  eight  years  would  convert  all  this  body  of 
opposition  ever  to  the  tariff?  Oan  you  then 
honorably  nige  this  anticipated  continuance  of 
hostilitiy,  Buppoung  it  were  undiminished,  as  a 
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reason  for  giving  up  a  s^item  with  which  so 
many  interests  have  since  been  intertwined, 
and  which  yon  adopted  in  defiance  of  that  hos- 
tility ?  But,  i&T,  1M&  is  not  all.  Every  candid 
man  who  hears  me,  will  admit  that  public  seoti- 
ment  is  more  favorable  to  the  preservation  ot 
the  tariff^  than  it  was  to  its  passage.  The 
press,  the  elections,  the  vtnce  of  the  Northern 
States,  Uaiyland,  of  East  Tennessee,  every 
tiungftroves  it. 

Will  it  be  said  fina%,  that  although  o^ipoEi- 
tion  has  ^minidied  npim  the  wfame,  it  has 
however  assumed  an  anomalous,  organized, 
semi-belligerent  torm  in  one  State ;  that  Sooth 
Oarolina  will  secede  fhmi  the  Unim  In  five 
months,  if  you  do  not  abandon  the  protected 
interests?  Is  this  a  new  and  mat^ial  fiact, 
which  requires  ns  to  abandon  them  ? 

This  is  a  topic  of  great  delicacy.  The  less 
perhaps  I  say  about  it,  the  better.  It  may 
appear  presumptuous  in  me,  after  the  solemn 
asseveration  of  the  gentieman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  MoDcTFis,)  whose  great  talents  and 
energetic  and  persevering  character  so  well  fit 
him  for  fblfilling  his  own  predioti<m,  if  he 
should  be  so  minded,  (I  do  not  think  he  will,) 
to  express  liie  opinion  that  South  OaroUziA  will 
neither  nullify  nor  secede ;  yet  such  is  never- 
theless my  prevailing  opinion,  and  certainly  my 
hope.  One  thing  I  take  leave  to  say,  with  the 
freedom  which  is  the  privilege  and  duty  of  the 
bombleet  in  this  body.  She  oas  no  more  rigJiL, 
and  no  fkirer  pretext,  to  leave  the  Union,  if  yon 
continue  this  policy,  than  Massachusetts  has  to 
if  yon  abandon  it.  No  casuistry  can  dis- 
tingui^  between  the  two  cases.  In  1810,  Mas- 
sachusetts resisted  the  adoption  of  the  poHcy, 
and  South  Carolina  favored  it.  In  1884  sod 
1628,  they  stood  together  in  oppodtion.  It 
was  adopted.  Massachusetts  acqmeeoed  in  the 
declared  and  oonstitntional  will,  withdrew  her 
capital  from  the  sea,  and  with  no  good  grace  at 
first  began  to  manufiictore.  Sonth  CaroBna 
stood  out  agunst  the  law.  She  asks  you  to 
repeal  it  to-day,  because  it  does  her  a  great 
injury.  Massachusetts  asks  yon  not  to  repeal 
it,  because  that  will  do  her  a  great  iqjniy. 
Where  is  the  difference?  But  the  gentleman 
sud  that  it  is  a  grwt  principle  Sonth  Carolina 
contends  for ;  that  her  cause  is  gloriousy  com- 
mending her,  whether  she  succeedor  fuL,  to  the 
approbation  of  the  world  and  p(»terity. 

Sir,  there  is  no  more  principle  on  tiie  South 
Oarolina  side  of  this  controver^,  than  there  is 
on  the  Massachusetto  nde  of  it  She  would 
repeal  the  law,  to  benefit  her  cotton  planters. 
We  would  retam  it,  to  benefit  onr  cotton,  wool- 
len, and  glass  nanu&ctnrera,  and  keep  up  the 
wages  of  free  labor.  It  does  no  discredit  to 
either  State  to  adnut  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
property  and  interest  which  is  In  dispute.  I 
think  Burke  says  tliat  all  the  great  contests  for 
liberty  in  modern  times  have  turned  diiefly 
npon  questions  of  taxing.  But  I  cannot  allow 
that  one  State  has,  in  this  partioular,  any  adm- 
tage  over  the  other. 
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^owj  nr,  I  will  judge  other  States  hy  ray  own 
State.  When  I  retom  to  my  ooIl8titaell^  and 
ther  ask  me  if  this  vote  which  I  am  to  etve 
will  not  help  to  drive  Sonth  Carolina  oat  oTthe 
TTnion.  I  shall  answer  no ;  that  South  OaroMoa 
is  as  patriotic  as  Uasaachnsetts.  I  shall  remind 
them  that  if  this  great  question  had  gone  against 
ns ;  had  Oongress  in  good  faith^  and  in  the  ex- 
ercise  of  its  best  discretion,  decided  to  abandon 
the  protective  system  altogether,  and  thus  had 
swept  the  '*  sweet  and  cheerful  surface "  of 
Massachusetts  as  by  the  fire  of  judgment ;  I 
shall  remind  them  that  she  would  not  secede, 
and  that  Bonth  Carolina  is  no  less  nor  more 
patriotic  than  Massachusetts.  Of  course,  the 
press  will  be,  as  it  is,  inflammatory ;  torbolent 
conventions  will  be  holdeu;  lofty,  passionate 
language  will  be  uttered ;  rash  overt  acts  even 
may  be  done.  But  I  trust  still  that  her  states- 
men, and  men  of  lead,  talent,  and  edncation ; 
her  moral  md  religious  men;  her  men  of 
weight,  property,  and  character;  and,  above 
oil,  the  old  South  Carolina  rank  and  file,  will 
stand  steadfast  for  union,  as  they  were  once 
foremost  and  first  for  independence.  In  this 
all  of  ns  may  be  mistaken.  But,  at  all  events, 
I  do  not  recognize,  in  the  position  of  Sonth 
Carolina,  that  new  and  unexpected  fiuit  which 
I  demand  as  the  conation  npon  which  this 
pledge  may  be  disregarded,  and  these  interests 
sacrificed. 

Look,  then,  ur,  at  the  eril  which  yon  will 
do.  Yon  vi(wte  in  some  sort  the  plighted  fdth 
of  the  nation.  You  inffict  an  injury  upon  those 
who  have  expected  every  thmg  from  your 
honor,  beyond  estimate  and  beyond  compensa- 
tion. Sir,  nobody  can  certainly  foretell  the 
manner  or  the  degree  of  the  effect  which  tiie 
bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  will  prodnoe.  The  delage  will  sweep 
over  the  whole  land,  and  swell  np  to  the  tops 
of  the  mountains.  How  many  may  escape 
drowning,  what  new  formations  may  grow,  and 
after  what  interval,  upon  the  rains  of  that  old 
and  fair  creation  that  will  have  perished  in  the 
fioodf  Shr,  this  is  a  q>eonlatl(m  into  whidi  I 
have  no  means  or  spirit  to  enter.  Some  conse- 
qaenoes,  howev^  of  passing  such  a  bill  as  that, 
are  manifest.  That  vast  mass  of  property  in 
manufactares  on  hand;  haildings,  machinery, 
stock  in  nil  stages  of  the  process,  fabrics  un- 
sold, wool,  sheep,  and  the  rest,  would  fall  at 
once,  and  irrecoverably  and  incalculably  in 
value.  'Wheels  will  stop ;  operatives  will  be 
dismissed ;  bankruptcy  wUl  follow ;  and  sud- 
den and  violent  transfers  of  property,  and  great 
speculntioDB  on  great  sacrifices.  A  shock  will 
be  given  to  industry  throuj^  all  its  thousand  em- 
ployments. After  some  interval,  perhaps,  of  de- 
pression and  apprehension,  capitalists  would 
resume  the  buamess  with  diminished  confi- 
dence, reduced  and  unsteady  profits,  and  the 
wages  of  free  labor  at  nine  pence  a  aaj.  Sir, 
whe^er  manufacturing  indnstry  does  or  does 
not  Borvive  this  blow,  uie  stateanan,  the  party, 
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the  Administration,  which  ihfiicts  it,  has  a  great 
deal  to  answer  for  in  this  world. 

But  this  is  not  half  the  evU.  The  statesman 
who  does  this  deed,  is  guilty  of  prodigally 
squandering  away  a  national  property  worth 
more  than  the  public  domun.  He  fiings  from 
him,  like  a  spendthrift  heir,  all  that  has  yet 
been  done  for  the  establishment  of  domestic 
manufactures.  Be  turns  the  shadow  upon  the 
dial  many  degrees  backwards :  and  now,  after 
so  much  skill  has  been  acquired,  and  so  much 
capital  turned  in ;  just  when  the  first  evils  and 
sacrifices  which  attend  the  introduction  of  this 
industry  by  l^slative  aid,  are  beginning  to  be 
compensated ;  just  when  prices  and  profits  are 
fallen  to  their  wwest  desirable  point,  and  wagea 
are  steady  and  reasonable,  and  competition 
eager;  just  when  that  which  was  sown  in 
weakness  is  ridng,  in  strenirtih,  he  throws  it  all 
as  a  useless  thing*  away.  Sir,  I  do  not  believe 
that  Adam  SmiOi  or  Mr.  Husklason,  if  they 
were  alive  and  here  to-day,  would  ^ve  yon  such 
counsel.  All  men  admit,  and  free  trade  the- 
orists as  fully  as  any,  that  mannCactares  are  in- 
dispensable to  the  higher  attainnients  of  na- 
tional greatness,  and  consideration,  and  wealth, 
and  enjoyment.  Nobody  has  demonstrated 
this  proposition  so  well  as  Adam  Smith.  What 
they  contend  for  is,  that  yon  shall  not  force 
manufactures  upon  our  people  by  commercial 
r^ulation.  They  are  a  great  good,  only  yon 
may  ^ve  too  much  for  it  But  they  all  admit 
that  manufactures,  however  nnphilosophioal^ 
introduced  and  sustuned,  when  establidied, 
are  a  perennial  spring  of  resoarce  and  energy 
to  a  State.  They  all  ^mit  that  it  is  the  indostry 
of  England,  helped  forward  perhaps  by  a  hun- 
dred foolish  laws  of  Edward  or  Elizabeth,  which 
has  placed  her  at  the  head  of  modem  civiliza- 
tion, and  put  into  her  hands  more  than  the 
sceptre  of  the  sea.  Why,  the  gentieman  &om 
Virginia  himself  (Mr.  Bouldik)  agrees  with 
Alexander  Hamilton  in  his  estimate  of  the  na- 
tional importance  of  manufacturing  industry. 
Now  you  dioose  to  b^n  by  forcing  this  spe- 
cies of  industry  hy  a  proteoting  tariff.  Grant 
that  you  started  wrong.  It  is  better  to  go 
through  than  to  go  back.  It  is  more  econom- 
ical to  do  so.  Do  yon  not  see  that  the  countrv 
has  grown  to  your  laws !  Occupation,  capittu, 
hope,  which  is  the  life  of  the  world,  ore  they 
not  rapidly  accommodating  themselves  to  this 
policy !  The  first  bad  efiects,  the  disturbance 
and  derangement  which  mark  the  moment  of 
its  introduction,  are  disappearing.  Consumers 
of  all  dassea  feel  the  benefits  of  a  fall  domes- 
tic competition.  A  great  body  of  skill  is  gen- 
erated, worth  more,  in  the  contemplation  of 
philosophical  statesmanship,  than  a  thousand 
mines  of  barbario  gold.  I  suspect,  therefore, 
that  if  Adam  Smith  were  to  oome  into  this 
Hall  at  this  moment^  ha  would  tell  us  that  to 
be  sure  we  had  started  foolishly ;  tiiat  we  had 
aet  at  nanght  his  wisest  counsels,  and  were 
rather  an  unmanageable  set  of  pupils  in  politi- 
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Cfll  economy ;  but  that  we  had  gone  so  far  in, 
that  it  was  better  to  wade  through  than  to 
wade  back.  He  would  say,  I  imagine,  that 
although  it  was  a  bad  calculatioa  to  prepare 
this  ground  and  sow  this  seed,  at  so  much  ex- 
pense of  time  and  money,  and  against  all  the 
theories  of  fansbandry,  it  wonld  be  a  still  worse 
one,  now  that  the  season  is  so  far  advan'oed, 
and  ihe  crop  is  half  leg  high,  to  throw  down 
the  fence,  and  tuni  the  cattle  in,  and  wait 
throng  another  long  and  dreary  winter,  in  the 
dream  of  witnessing  a  qtontaneons  crop  of 
American  wheat.  But  whatever  he  might  say, 
sure  I  am  the  strong  common  sense  of  uie  peo- 
ple of  this  country  will  tell  you  this. 

I  observed  just  now  that  all  men  admit  the 
value  of  manufactures  to  a  nation,  although 
they  do  not  admit  that  it  is  expedient  to  force 
their  growth  by  legislative  stiinulants.  It  es- 
caped my  recollection  at  the  moment,  that  the 
goitleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Bxll)  seemed 
to  arffue  not  merely  against  the  protective  sys- 
tem, but  against  manufacturing  industry  itself 
as  dangerous  or  undesirable.  He  ar^pied  that 
European  feudal  policy  regarded  it  with  favor, 
because  it  threw  great  masses  of  property  into 
few  bands,  depressing  and  impoverishing  the 
body  of  the  people ;  an  aristocratical  arrange- 
ment, having  a  tendency  to  nphold  a  privile^ 
order,  and  mmishing  reservoirs  and  cisterns, 
whence  princes  and  barons  might  draw  the  pe- 
couiary  means  of  foreign  or  domes'tic  war.  Oar 
policy  was  difibrent,  he  argued  and  would  re- 
gard mannfocturing  industry  differently.  Sir, 
withont  intending  to  go  out  of  my  way  to  dis- 
cuss tiiis  interesting  topic,  I  will  say  that  the 
gentleman's  theory,  however  ingeniously  sup- 
ported, conlaradicts  the  whole  history  of  the 
middle  ages,  and  the  whole  history  of  European 
politics  and  industry.  That  history  tells  us 
that  the  small  commercial  and  manufacturing 
corporations  which  grew  up  by  the  seashores 
of  all  the  feudal  kingdoms  of  Europe,  &om 
Italy  to  England,  and  n-om  Spain  to  the  Hanse 
Towns,  were  the  first  seats  of  popular  liberty 
in  modern  times.  They  were  tbe  first,  and 
they  were  long  the  only  spots  where  any  thing 
like  a  free  people  existed,  after  the  wane  of  the 
republican  glory  of  Greece  and  Rome ;  and  it 
was  the  inteUigeuce  and  spirit  of  tliis  very  pop- 
ulation which  rent  the  gorgeons  and  uoody 
trappings,  and  beat  down  ^e  castle  walls  <h 
feudal  anstocraqy,  ai^  ^ve  to  the  world  its 
first  idea  of  representative  popular  Govern- 
ment. Modem  European  liberty  was  literally 
the  daughter  of  maniuaoturing  and  commercial 
industry  and  riches.  "These  pursuits  gave 
men  wealth,  and  wealth  gave  them  leisure,  and 
leisure  reflection,  and  reflection  taught  them 
the  knowledge  and  fiie  worth  of  social  right." 
The  manufacturers  and  merchants  of  Europe, 
two  hundred  years  before  America  was  discov- 
ered, almost  in  every  feudal  State,  had  com- 
pelled the  prince  and  the  nobles  to  erect  them 
and  their  representatives  into  a  third  branch 
of  the  national  Parliament ;  and  Robertson  ob- 
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serves  "  that  all  the  efitorts  for  liberty,  in  erer^r 
country  in  Europe,  have  been  made  by  iltij 
new  power  of  the  I^alature."  It  is  quite  n- 
markable,  that  in  the  time  of  JanuB  L,  utbe 
accomplidied  historian  of  his  r^gn  infixmsQ^ 
"  the  puritans  of  England,  the  framus  of  tbt 
English  oonatitnticHi,  and  the  fDnndm  of  tlM 
free  republics,  and  undefiled  reli^^on  of  the  ner 
world,  were  of  the  middle  class,  wedthj  tn- 
ders,  substantial  sh<^keepers,  mechanics,  jut^ 
neymen,  and  manuDeLdnrers ;  and  that  thej  re- 
sided ohiafly  in  the  county  <n  Korfdk,  fiaffiA, 
and  Essex,  in  London,  and  the  dotiui^  towu 
of  Gloucester,  the  most  poprdous  and  most  m- 
ilized  quarters  of  England,  the  princ^  seat  of 
manufactures,  the  asylum  of  foreign  Frotdt- 
imts,  and  the  scene  of  a  large  proportion  of  tbe 
martyrdoms  of  Mary."  Let  me  read  to  thi 
gentleman  a  sentence  or  two  from  an  article,  in 
perhaps  the  ablest  of  ^e  British  tor;  joonub, 
Blackwood's  Magazine.  It  was  writteii  in 
1681 ;  and.  the  vriter  is  attempting  to  tnce 
the  oxi^  and  causes  of  that  niirit  cS  refim 
which  at  this  moment  shakes  all  EngUiid  lib 
an  earthquake :  "  The  two  great  powers  oftt- 
ating  on  human  aSiurs,  which  are  prodnoig 
this  progressive  increase  of  democratio  in&H 
ence,  are  the  extennon  of  mann&ctnr^  ud 
the  influence  of  the  dtuly  press.  Msnnfactnits, 
in  every  age  and  quarter  of  the  globe,  Liw 
been  the  fruitful  source  of  democratio  fe^ 
We  need  not  appeal  to  history  for  this  etmil 
truth ;  its  exemplification  is  too  msiiifest  ii 
the  present  time  to  admit  a  moment's  dook 
The  manufacturers  remde  in  small  towns.  Ik 
members  whom  they  return  to  ParHsment  viO 
be  the  faithM  mimnr.  of  tbeir  denHMratie  o|dD- 
ions.  Every  sacceseive  year  brings  nie  of  ikt 
rural  boroughs  witlun  the  ymtex  ct  nuDnlM- 
turing  wealth,  and  the  conta^on  of  ^]aD1l&^ 
turing  democracy.  Look  at  Preston  and  otbo^ 
and  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  democntic 
tendency  of  small  manufiactnring  towns-''  I 
really  do  not  think  it  .  necessary  to  say  more  to 
prove  that  the  industry  which  we  a^  yon  f 
protect  is  not  hostile  to  the  genius  of  onr  incti- 
tutions,  and  the  spirit  of  our  civil  policy. 

Yon  see  the  evil  which  yon  will  do.  Tlw 
now  will  ^ow  us  any  good  to  compensate  fwH 
much  evil  ?  This  brmgs  me  to  the  intercstiiig 
que8ti<Hi :  ia  the  taxiff  productive  of  real,  wo- 
Biderable,  xmcompensated  itijnry  to  the  Sonthl 
I  do  not  mtend  to  discuss  the  question  at  length. 
I  have  examined  it  as  well  as  I  could;  notfc? 
the  purpose  of  debating  it  here,  because  J  thooglit 
my  duty  to  the  South,  my  own  oonstitneDB, 
fmd  to  the  country,  required  it.  The  opinion 
which  I  have  formed,  and  on  which  I  dul  K\ 
1  ask  briefly  to  declare,  without  troubling  joa 
with  the  grounds  of  it  at  lai^ 

I  do  not  thin^  then,  that  it  is  made  oat, 
either  as  a  doctrme  of  political  eocmomy  i'J 
reasoning,  or  as  a  proposition  of  &ot  by  proos 
that  the  existing  protective  ^stem  dbea  fio- 
duoe  evil  in  the  South.  Pour  of  tbe  Eena 
Southern  States,  Georgia,  Tennessee,  Alabsoi, 
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ftnd  Hissisdpipi,  are  as  prosperoas  as  any  States 
In  the  Union.  In  the  oaiex  three,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  and  Sonth  Carolina,  there  is 
no  decline,  or  distress,  or  decay,  bnt  there  is 
probably  a  diminished  or  retarded  growth  of 
prosperitj.  Even  there,  popaIatio;i  advances 
more  rapidly  than  in  the  tari£f  States  of  New 
Hampshire,  Oonnecticat,  New  Jers^,  or  Dela- 
ware, and  very  nearly  as  rapidly  as  in  the  tariff 
Btate  of  Massachnsetts.  The  attempt  to  trace 
the  cause  of  this  diminished  prosperity,  what- 
ever may  be  the  degree  of  it,  to  the  tariff,  has 
been  a  total  fiulnre.  Otiiier  facts,  notorious 
and  admitted,  explain  all  the  appearances.  The 
OTer-prodnctiott  cX  the  ^reat  staple  of  cotton, 
and  its  consequent  fall  m  price ;  the  saperior 
ease  and  cheapness  with  which  it  can  be  raised 
in  Alabama  and  Louisiana,  compared  with 
South  Carolina;  the  advantage  for  commerce 
possessed  by  New  York  over  Charleston ;  the 
fidl  of  all  prices  and  profits,  and  the  wagM  of 
labor  all  over  the  world ;  the  great  change  of 
times  within  a  few  years  reqairing  to  be  met, 
but  not  yet  metj  by  a  corresponding  change  of 
economy,  and  the  habits  of  the  South :  these 
causes  and  others,  including  the  peculiar  char- 
acter of  the  great  body  of  ooutiiem  labor,  ex- 
plain every  thing  which  is  here  relied  on  as 
indioa^  the  bad  efibots  of  the  tarifll  To  the 
argument  tliat  the  tariff  enhances  prices  to  Ow 
con^omer,  there  are  three  answers.  The  first 
is,  that  if  tlds  be  so,  tiie  evil  is  not  sectional, 
but  thrown  impartjallv  upon  the  whole  con- 
sumption of  the  United  States.  The  second  is, 
that  there  is  no  proof,  and  no  reason  to  believe, 
tliat  prices  would  stand  permanently  lower  if 
the  protective  policy  were  now  abandoned, 
than  they  will  permanently  stand  under  the 
steady  operation  of  that  policy.  And  the  third 
is,  that  if  there  la  sectional  grievance,  there  is 
sectional  compensation  also.  The  enhanced 
value  of  slaves  as  a  marketable  article  to  sup- 
ply the  growing  demand  in  the  Southwest,  the 
withdrawal  of  capital  from  cotton  to  sugar  in 
Louimana,  the  increasing  demand  fbr  cotton 
and  flour  in  the  North,  the  increasing  ability 
of  the  Northern  popnuttion  to  consome  gen- 
erally, creating  an  enlar^ng  demand  for  all 
sorts  of  foreign  goods,  and  an  enlarging  corre- 
spondent demand  for  Southern  exports  to  pay 
for  those  goods;  in  all  these  ways,  if  there  is 
sectional  grievance,  there  is  sectional  compen- 
sation too.  To  the  other  argumeut,  that  the 
tariff  affects  the  producer  of  Southern  staples, 
over  and  above  ite  effect  on  him  as  a  consumer, 
I  cannot  yield  assent.  It  is  said,  by  Voltaire, 
I  thinikt  that  no  man  is  obliged  to  believe  what 
he  does  not  understand;  and  I  confess  I  do 
not  offinprehmd  how  tiie  tariff  lessens  iJie  price 
or  the  demaud  for  cotton;  and  whether  its 
proceeds  come  home  in  goods  or  specie,  and 
whoever  brings  tiiem,  I  see  no  clear  and  cer- 
tain unfavorable  effect  upon  Southern  produc- 
tive labor  or  capital.  But  having  sua  this,  I 
am  willing  to  admit  that  it  does  not  fUly  meet 
the  difficulty.  Be  it  that  there  is  no  ground 
Vou  XL— 46 


[H.  OF  E. 

comph^t  on  the  part  of  oor  brethren  <^  the 
Soum.  Be  it  that  there  is  no  real  evil  produced 
by  the  tariff,  and  removable  by  its  appeal. 
Iliere  is  evil,  nevertheless,  occasioned  by  it, 
which  it  ia  most  desirable  to  remove.  There 
is  excitement  which  one  would  wish  to  allay. 
There  is  alienation  which  one  would  wish  to 
win  back  to  its  first  love.  It  is  not  quite 
enough  to  refute  the  reasoning,  and  explain 
away  the  evidence  of  the  South.  It  is  not 
enough  to  taunt  her  with  the  recollection  of 
that  long  series  of  hostile  policy  with  which 
she  pursued  the  induatiy  of  New  England  when 
she  held  the  power.  It  ia  not  enough  to  show, 
as  surely  it  can  b^  shown,  that  she  was  hOTself 
the  author  of  the  very  policy  which  she  now 
reprobates.  Still  the  dmcoUy  recurs.  There 
is  a  great  sectional  excitement;  and  that, 
whether  groundless  or  not,  is,  perhaps,  per  se, 
a  case  to  act  on.  It  is  desirable  to  allay  the 
excitement.  Yes,  certainly.  Bat  howl  Sir, 
my  humble  scheme  is  this :  I  think,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  medical  men,  that  the  case  requires 
topical  treatment,  local  applications,  ^aroh 
out  the  sectional  grievance,  if  you  can  find  it. 
find  what  are  the  articles  exclusively  of  South- 
em  consumption,  and  important  in  the  economy 
ot  the  South,  and  relieve  them  of  all  protecting 
dut^.  Strike  them  out  of  the  statate.  Fcff 
so  much  let  there  be  no  tariff,  and  let  them  be 
fabricated  in  England,  that  the  American  Union 
may  be  preserved ;  and  let  all  others  be,  as 
they  now  effbotnaliy  protected.  There  is 
negro  clothing:  gmtiemen  intimate  that  this 
is  an  unimportant  concession.  Why,  sir,  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  other  branch  of  this 
Legislature  from  Vir^nia,  said  these  words  in 
debate  in  that  body  during  the  present  sesnon: 
"  I  urged  (he  is  relating  a  conversation  with 
another  United  States  Senator)  the  abandon- 
ment of  duties  on  negro  clothing.  I  said  it 
will  be  kindly  taken  at  the  Sout^  and  go  far 
to  produce  harmony."  Let  it  be  given,  then, 
to  kind  feeling  and  harmony. 

One  remark,  sir,  suggested  by  the  impresnve 
concln^ng  observations  of  the  gentieman  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Wilds,)  who  has  Just  resumed 
his  seat,  and  I  will  relieve  the  committee.  I 
confess  that  I  have  more  than  once  during  this 
discussion  been  led  to  fear,  with  the  gentieman 
from  G«>r^a,  in  a  moment  of  despondency, 
that  the  diversity  of  employment  growing  up 
in  the  opposite  extremities  of  this  country: 
manufactures,  and  what  you  may  call  the  agri- 
culture of  manufactures  in  the  East,  and  that 
which  may  be  called  the  agriculture  of  com- 
merce in  the  Sonth ;  the  oonseauent  diversity 
of  habits,  opinions,  and  snpposed  or  real  inter- 
eats  which  this  pwdooe;  the  oocadonal 
strug^es  in  wUch  the  two  parties  may  be  in- 
volved to  get  control  of  the  natiomd  policy,  and 
wield  that  to  their  several  advantage ;  the 
eternal  and  inherent  hostility  which  exists  be- 
tween free  titide  doctrine  and  measures  and 
protective  doctrine  and  measures ;  and  that  still 
deeper,  still  more  unappeasable  hostility  which 
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the  gentleman  fears  maj  grow  np  between  free 
labor  and  the  employers  of  sUve  labor— I  aaj, 
Ar,  I  have  thonght  it  possible,  as  he  has,  that 
tiiese  causes  may  sever  this  Uoioo.  There 
seems  to  he,  I  hare  feared,  groond  laid  for  a 
separation  (n  the  States,  not  so  mach  in  the 
faults  of  man,  as  in  the  natnre  of  things. 

Bat  this  feeling  is  all  allayed  and  rebuked  by 
the  recollection  (I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  may  derive  consolation  in  the  same 
way)  that  Washington  long  off}  foresaw  all 
these  imaginary  causes  of  disunion,  and  regard- 
ed them  very  differently.  He  foresaw,  in  bis 
Ufetime,  tbat  the  East  wonld  be  the  seat  of 
mannfaotnres,  and  the  South  the  renon  of  agri- 
crdtnre,  to  the  end  of  the  world.  He  foresaw, 
too,  QiBt  national  l^islation  would  be  occasion- 
ally invoked  to  protect  the  domestio  industry 
of  the  East  against  foreign  regulation  and  for-' 
eign  competition ;  and  mus  be  made  to  press, 
perhaps  with  severity,  upon  the  agriculture  and 
commerce  of  the  South.  But  he  contemplated 
all  this  with  exultation,  not  fear.  He  saw  in 
this  diversity  of  pursuits  and  interests,  not  the 
seeds  of  dissolution,  but  the  ties  of  union. 
*'  stronger  than  links  of  iron  " — "  a  triple  cora 
which  no  man  can  break."  In  his  farewell 
address,  written  in  1796,  after  these  different^ 
not  adverse  tendenoieB  of  labor  and  capital  had 
developed  themselveB ;  after  it  was  plain  Uiat 
the  East  would  manufacture,  and  the  South 
ruse  cotton,  rice,  and  tobaooo,  throt^h  all 
time;  after  Alexander  Hamilton,  his  bosom 
fiiend,  had  onfolded  the  national  uses  and  value 
of  manufacturing  industry,  and  had  recom- 
mended all  sorts  of  protection,  and  prohibition, 
and  bounty,  to  introduce  and  sustain  it ;  ^ter 
OongresB  had  passed  one  act  expressly  for  the 
encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures,  thus 
making  it  plun  to  his  foresight  that  national 
legisIaUon  wonld  be  brought  in  aid  of  the  great 
o^eot;  after  all  this,  he'exjpresses  himself  not 
with  apprehmucai,  bnt  with  confidence,  or, 
rather  let  me  say,  with  Joy.  He  says :  "  In 
your  interest,  every  portion  of  our  country 
finds  the  most  commanding  motive  for  care^y 
guarding  and  preserving  the  union  of  the  whole. 
The  North,  in  an  unrestrained  intercourse  with 
the  South,  protected  by  the  equal  laws  of  a 
friendly  Government,  finds  in  the  production  of 
the  latter  great  additional  resources  of  maritime 
and  commercial  enterprise,  and  precious  mate- 
rials of  mann&ctuiing  indnstiy.  The  South, 
in  the  same  intercourse,  benefiting  by  the  same 
agency  of  the  North,  sees  its  agriculture  grow, 
and  its  oommeroe  rai>and."  Sir,  the  condition 
o£  our  coasting  trade  and  internal  commerce, 
at  Qda  moment,  is  the  beat  posnUe  oommentaty 
<aL  the  wisdom  of  this  soriptore. 
What  then  iathOTC,  dr,  so  very  terrible  in  the 
*  rigUB  of  these  times  t  What  is  tMs  great  orisis 
npon  which  gentlemen  are  so  eloquent !  What 
if  there  be  some  excitement  of  feeling,  some 
harsh  words,  and  some  towering  looks  Iwtween 
the  brethren  of  this  wide  hous^old  ?  What  if 
Sooth  Carolina,  and  Pennsylvania,  and  ICasssr 


chosetts,  do  feel  stron^y,  and  ezpnaa  tbem- 
selvea  stron^y,  <m  this  question  t  AH  tbea 
things  must  needs  be,  and  may  very  safety  be. 
They  are  only  part  of  the  price!  how  iude- 
quate  the  price  t— which  every  nation  pays  for 
greatness  and  liberty.  All  signal  and  durable 
national  fame  and  empire  are  reached,  if  tber  i 
ever  are  reached,  through  such  occanoiul  isd 
temporary  tribulation  as  this.  The  history  u( 
every  free  State  which  ever  existed,  filling  spice 
enoogh  to  leave  a  history,  is  an  unbroken  i«- 
ord  of  internal  strife,  and  sharp  civil  ccntoh 
tion,  and  the  coliidons  of  intere^  and  fedina 
which  the  good  men  of  the  time  thoaglit  Btta^ 
irreconcilable,  but  which  wwe  yet  harmmiioifr 
ly  reconciled;  tiie  appointed  discipline,  br 
means  of  which  ihey  aeverally  ascended  to 
their  places  in  the  ^stem  of  the  worid.  b- 
Btead,  then,  sir,  of  anticipating  with  the 
man  from  Georgia  the  tiiue  when,  in  poTsaiiKt 
of  the  patiietic  su^estion  of  the  Mtriinb 
which  he  has  just  repeated,  we  shul  diridt 
our  flocks  and  herds,  and  take  eOct  our  ktotI 
way,  *'  that  there  be  no  more  strife  betvecn 
us ;  "  instead  <tf  looking  with  so  much  tmt- 
hension  upon  this  diverdty  of  porsmte  aiid  in- 
terests, let  us  adopt  a  more  oheerital  fiuay. 
Let  US  agree  to  see  in  it,  as  hsig  wtmm. 
"  merely  uiat  combuu&nt  and  that  q^Nxitin 
of  interests,  that  aotiom  and  that  coanterK&B 
which,  in  uie  natural  and  the  politieBl  vmU. 
from  the  reciproofd  straggle  of  ^scordsnt  po*- 
ers,  draws  out  the  harmony  of  the  umverse." 
This  is  the  language  of  one  of  the  iriaeA 
men  and  most  accomplished  minds  thit  ew 
lived.  I  hope  our  ezami^  mi^  illoitnte  tb 
truth. 

Mr.  C1.A.TT0N,  of  Georgia,  moved  iot  ^ 
rising  of  the  committee ;  but  the  motion  « 
lost — yeas  S2,  nays  68. 

No  qnorum  having  voted,  the  comniittee  rw> 
and  reported  the  fiwt  to  ma  Honse:  and* 

Hr.  Sfkiaet  moved  a  call  of  tlwHoue; 

Mr.  Wicocuvn  advocated,  and  Mr.  Cuttos 
opposed  the  moticm. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  m  «• 
jonmment— 'jeas  68,  nays  74. 

[Lights  were  now  brought  into  the  HaH] 

The  House  agmn  went  mto  committee. 

Mr.  Kbrb  again  moved  for  the  n«iig^^ 
committee,  and  the  motion  at  length  snooeeded 
— ^yeas  61,  nays  60. 

Mr.  Bbbd  then  moved  an  adjournment 

Mr.  Vbbplaitck  demanded  theyessandB*]^ 
which  being  ordered  and  tafcoi,  stood  tf  w* 
lows — yeas  75,  nays  65. 

So  the  House  aqjonmed  at  «ght  o'clock. 


•  TUi  idnninrtuw  Moomd  flva  ttiBM  !■  tlM  «niK  « 
thli  TiriffdtManlon--ad«n  tiMtUwdAstolndbMm 
aslnteroatlng.  It  Is  mwsh  tbiWgeA  bm.  Vbw  >  CW- 
mlttee  of  th«  Wliol*  finds  Itadl  wlthoat  s  ivorm,  ft 
nothing  mora.  Itmnstris«aodi«porttli«fcattstb«!!<V' 
which  Immadlstely  orders  s  caU  <tf  the  Eoom,  toi  *to  ' 
■nfficlsnt  number  of  members  are  ooUsctt^  llie  OX'!''''''' 
of  the  WJudQlsfoBaJBtoagsiB, 
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TmrBBDAT,  Jane  14. 

The  House  resnmed  the  otnisideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  granting  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  settlers  on  the  pablio  lands.  The 
qo^tion  being  on  cononning  with  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  WiOExiFFB,  as  modified  by  the 
amendments  sabmitted  by  Mr.  Inrma  and  Mr, 
Vinton. 

Mr.  Whitb,  of  Florida,  said  it  could  not  be 
necessary,  after  the  very  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  the  principles  of  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  the 
House  yestwday,  for  him  to  occupy  much  of 
its  attention  at  this  late  period  of  its  aeaaion. 
He  cotdd  not,  howerer,  in  jostice  to  his  oonsti- 
tnenta,  who  were  so  de^y  interested,  allow 
the  occasion  to  pass  withoat  presenting  some 
views  which  hadnot  been  adverted  to  by  others 
in  the  debate.  It  is  now  too  late,  continned 
Mr.  W.,  to  question  the  pre-emption  policy.  It 
is-trae,  that,  for  ten  years  prior  to  1826,  it  had 
been  abandoned;  but  its  abandonment  had 
brought  no  adequate  consideration  to  the  puUic 
treasnry  for  the  individual  oppresnon  it  pro- 
duced tiiroughout  the  new  States  and  Territo- 
ries. I  assert  it  aa  a  fact,  sustained  by  the  his- 
tory of  the  country^  that  there  has  never  been 
a  period  so  prolific  m  fraud  and  speculation  as 
betwwaithe  years  1816  and  18S6~the  former 
the  period  of  the  first  report  against  this  sys- 
tem, and  the  latter  the  revival  m  the  policy  in 
&vor  of  ooeopants  in  the  Territwy  of  Florida. 
I  will  hazard  another  general  remark,  and  that 
is,  that  the  land  system  has  never  been  so  pros- 
perous to  the  country,  or  to  the  Government, 
as  since  the  renewal  of  the  pre-emption  rights 
to  settlers  on  the  public  lands.  As  some  gen- 
tlemen here  have  never  before  hod  seats  on  this 
fioor,  and  may  not  have  turned  their  attention 
to  the  subject  I  trust  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  a 
brief  explanation  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
and  the  amendment. 

The  original  Inll,  as  it  passed  the  Senate,  was 
the  one  introdttoedinto  taat  body  last  year,  the 
object  of  whieh  was  to  place  those  settlers  on 
the  pablio  lands  who  were  prevented  from 
aviuhng  themselves  of  the  proririons  of  the  act 
of  1829"*80,  in  consequence  of  the  pablic  sor- 
Teys  not  having  been  made  prior  to  the  period 
fixed  in  that  law  as  the  limitation  for  the  pre- 
sentation and  proof  of  the  claims.  This  provi- 
sion is  one  of  soeh  obvious  justice  and  propri&< 
ty,  that  it  is  presumed  there  is  not  a  member 
of  this  House  who  will  object  to  it. 

The  amendment  gives  a  pre-emption  to  all 
bona  Jide  occupants  np  to  Uie  1st  of  January, 
1882.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  as  well 
as  the  orif^nal  bill;  and,  as  the  amendment 
will  supersede  the  bill,  and  is  more  benefldal 
in  its  character,  I  trust  it  will  be  adopted. 

Tlus  right  m  pre-emption,  as  the  word  im- 
ports, gives  to  the  occapant  the  privilege  of  en- 
tering the  quarter  section  of  land  on  which^  he 
has  erected  a  hoose,  and  made  improrementB, 


[H.  OF  R. 

at  the  mioimum  price.  These  settlers  are  the 
pioneers  of  the  forest,  the  bold  adventorers 
who  penetrate  the  wilderness,  open  roads,  es- 
tablish ferries,  and  bridge  oxveu,  fi>r  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  larger  purchasers  who  fol- 
low them,  and  take  np  larger  portions  of  the 
public  domfun. 

If  there  is  any  one  here  who  can  so  far  forget 
what  ia  due  to  this  enterprising  class  of  our 
fellow-citiizens  as  to  make  an  estimate  of  dollars 
aud  cents  in  the  sale  of  the  small  tract  npon 
which  his  humble  cottage  is  established,  I 
would  ask  him  to  look  ut  the  returns  of  the 
land  sales  of  all  the  new  States,  and  particnlarly 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida.  He  will  find  that 
the  sales  of  pablic  lands,  npon  an  average,  do 
not  exceed  five  cents  upon  the  aore  the  min- 
imum price.  What,  thai,  is  the  resolt  of  the 
refestd  to  pass  this  biU  I  The  little  cabin  and 
small  field  of  the  poor  mm  is  offered  at  pnUio 
anction ;  and,  if  it  sell  for  more  than  the  Gov- 
ernment price,  the  additional  value  has  been 
given  to  it  by  his  improvement,  which  no  Just 
or  liberal  Government  would  ever  avdl  itself 
of.  This,  however,  as  far  as  my  experience 
goes,  is  not  the  usual  coarse.  The  occnpant  is 
left  at  the  mercy  of  unfeeling  and  heartless 
speculators  who  live  upon  the  distresses  of  the 
poor.  A  umd  sale  is  advertised ;  the  -  pur- 
chasers attend;  the  poor  settler  has  8or«>ed 
together  just  enou^  to  purchase  at  one  dollar 
and  a  quarter  per  aore.  The  Shylocks  and 
speonlat(ffa  say  to  him,  give  me  one,  two,  or 
three  hundred  dollars,  or  I  will  buy  your  im- 
provement, and  turn  your  wife  and  ohildraa 
mto  the  woods.  The  money  U  not  to  he  had, 
and  a  note,  horse,  gun,  or  cow,  is  ^ven,  and 
the  land  at  last  sold  at  the  price  proposed  in 
this  bill.  The  Government  is  not  benefited, 
and  one  of  its  citizens  who  would,  at  luay  mo- 
ment, hazard  bis  life  in  its  defence,  is  oppressed 
and  defrauded.  This  is  no  picture  of  fancy ; 
it  is  of  daily  occurrence.  I  have  even  heard  of 
instances  in  which  the  last  cow  has  been  taken 
from  a  poor  man,  and  the  small  sum  of  five 
dollars,  not  to  bid  for  tbe  improvement  of  an 
occupant  upon  the  pubUo  lands.  Hie  ol^Ject 
of  this  law  is  to  put  an  end  to  this  vile  and 
in&mous  traflBo.  Poverty  has  evils  enough, 
without  adding  to  it  petty  oppressions  uid 
frauds  of  this  sort. 

The  worthy  gentleman  from  North  Garolina, 
Qlr.  "WnxiAMS,)  for  whose  opinions,  generally, 
I  have  great  respect,  has  told  us  that  there  is  a 
law  prohibiting  settlements  upon  the  pablic 
lands,  and  that  this  bill  is  int«ided  to  reward 
the  violators  of  that  law. 

I  had  occasion,  some  years  ^o,  to  examine 
this  question,  and  to  debate  it  in  tiiis  House, 
in  opposition  to  a  gentleman  from  Ohio,  who 
has  steadily  (dnoe  Ohio  has  had  all  the  ben- 
efit of  these  laws)  of>poBed  the  exteosion  of  the 
poUoy  to  other  portions  of  the  Union,  or  to  its 
provinces.  I  then  maintfdned,  to  the  aatia&o- 
tion  of  every  gentleman,  fUend  or  enemy  to 
tlue  Mil,  that  there  was  no  such  law  now  in 
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force  as  that  referred  to  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolma.  I  have  not  now 
time  to  go  into  this  qneBtion  again.  I  will 
only  remark  that  there  was  snch  a  law  passed 
in  1807,  the  object  of  which  was  to  prevent 
settlements  on  the  public  lands  withdnt  a  per- 
mit from  officers  of  the  Government.  That  law 
was  designed  lor  a  class  of  floating  Spanish  and 
French  concessions,  and  was  intended  to  pre- 
vent their  location  and  poBseasion,  under  them, 
after  the  oesnoa  of  Lousiana. 

That  proTiHion  was  local  in  its  object,  and 
was  praoticallj  repealed  in  1814,  and  has  never 
been  conudered  by  the  Goremment  nor  the 
occupants,  in  force  since.  The  setuers  pro- 
vided for  in  this  bill  are  not  trespassers  and 
violators  of  law,  as  some  gentlemen  suppose. 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  by  continuing 
this  argument.  It  is  well  known  that  in  the 
year  ancceeding  the  pre-emption  law  of  1829- 
'SOf  the  sales  of  the  pubuc  lands  increased 
more  than  a  million  of  dollars.  It  is  the  truest 
polioy  of  this  Government  to  encourage  the 
eztenrion  of  oar  setUemrats  to  the  borders  of 
the  confederacy,  and  to  ^ve  to  our  poor,  enter- 
prising (dtizens  an  interest  in  the  soil  which 
they  will  be  called  upon  to  defend  whenever 
It  wall  be  invaded. 

Mr.  Sevies  opposed  the  postponement,  and 

Kr.  UxBOBB  advocated  it ;  when  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  the  anl^eot  was  post^xmed 
ontil  to-morrow. 

Virginia  Clainu. 

The  bill  on  the  subject  of  the  Yirginia  claims 
next  coming  np, 

ICr.  Babboub  read  some  extracts  from  the 
report  Ur.  Seeretarr  Hamilttm  in  refiarenoe 
to  the  allowance  ot  cuSna  in  cases  where  the 
General  Government  had  had  the  services  <^ 
troops  raised  by  the  States,  and  argued  to  show 
that  if  iJie  evidence  had  been  re«dy  in  1790, 
the  clums  in  the  bill  woold  have  been  allowed 
and  settled,  together  with  others  of  a  similar 
nature,  at  uiat  time.  He  pressed  the  equitable 
conaidffl'adon,  that  as  the  Government  had  re- 
ceived the  services  of  the  troops  in  question, 
the  Government,  and  not  the  State  of  Virginia, 
was  bound  to  remunerate  their  services. 

Ur.  Root  took  the  floor  in  opposition  to  the 
bill,  and  qxdto  nnlil  the  expiration  of  the  faonr. 

7%e  Tar^—DimsonteKt  of  tk«  South, 
The  Hoose  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  resnmed  the  subject  of  the  tariff. 
Kr.  Batbs,  of  Massadiiuetts,  addressed  the 

committee  in  support  of  the  amendment  moved 
hy  Mr.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  in  rd'erence 
to  the  duty  on  woollens,  and  confined  his  argu- 
ment almost  exclustTely  to  that  branch  of  the 
Bulgect,  which  he  illnstoated  by  putting  a  va- 
riety of  cases  to  show  tiie  eflbot  and  the  pro- 
priety of  protection. 

Mr.  Clatton,  of  Qeorpia,  followed.  In  ris- 
ing, he  expressed  his  mtention  to  offer  an 
Bomidmfflit  to  the  bill,  in  effect  as  follows : 


Ist.  After  the  1st  of  JaanuT,18S6,aIIdoiiii 
should  be  ad  valorem,  and  for  no  other  oljKt 
but  revenue, 

2d.  That  for  the  first  year  all  duties  sboTe 
shoold  be  reduced  to  thirty-five  per  cait;  for 
the  second  twenty-five ;  and  after  t^  At; 
should  he  regularly  fifteen  per  cent  imfil  ^to- 
ed by  law. 

8d.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  otaulitidionillT 
and  equally  protecting  manufjactoTea,  Gongmi 
shoola  freely  give  its  consent  to  ai^  Btato  tint 
chose  to  manufacture,  to  lay  such  duties  u  it 
might  deem  necessary  to  encourage  that  ba- 
ness,  witMn  its  own  limits,  upon  any  imponi 
or  exports  to  or  from  any  foreign  natita  wbii- 
ever ;  provided  sud  dnties  were  pud  into  tin 
federal  Treasury. 

Mr.  Olayton  then  proceeded  to  saj'  tbc 
almost  every  gentleman  who  had  addr^sed  tbe 
committee  had  pronounced  this  a  most  gran 
and  serious  question.  Jud^ng  from  the  eitn- 
ordinary  apathy  which  seems  to  prevul  in  this 
body,  said  Mr.  0»  it  would  not  be  so  oonsdff- 
ed  by  me ;  and  I  should  much  sooner  tike  ii 
for  a  farce  than  a  tragedy.  It  is  a  remarydc 
fact  Mr.  Chi^rman,  and  I  doubt  whetlur  du 
credit  will  be  f^ven  to  its  rdation,  that  i^ 
this  whole  country,  from  its  centre  toitscb- 
cumference,  is  under  the  tremor  of  de^  m- 
iety ;  when  all  eyes  are  directed  to  thuTt? 
point  for  safety  from  the  impending  stom; 
when  in  all  quarters  there  is  one  gc^Dosl  a- 
presfflion  concern,  prompted  by  a  aenabm^ 
which  has  received  its  last  increase  from  \^ 
peculiar  m^ncy  of  the  crius ;  no  such  fe#:{ 
pervades  the  representatives  of  the  people  ir 
sembled  in  this  Hall.  Bo  indifferent  lure  idob- 
bers  been  to  this  discusstim,  that  spoken  bin 
been  compelled  to  address  omp^  seatL  !ln 
times  during  this  debate  have  you  been  o1)Bgtd 
to  descend  from  your  chair,  and  report  to  tte 
Speaker  that  there  was  not  a  quorum  in  iIk 
House.  What  a  fact  to  communicate  to 
American  people  I  And,  sir,  those  who 
generally  remained,  have  eithw  been  frackb; 
documents  or  dozLug  over  newspapers.  [Hen 
Mr.  0.  was  called  to  order  hy  a  member,  s 
improperly  reflecting  upon  the  members  of  tlx 
House.  Mr.  0.  observed  that  the  gentlenua 
ought  to  remember  that  the  present  compaa; 
is  ^ways  excepted.  He  hoped  they  would  take 
nothing  of  his  remarks  to  themselves;  if  they 
didj  he  would  barely  say  thej  were  made  vi^ 
a  view  to  get  tfaeir  attoitiwi,  and  having  svc- 
oeeded  in  what  most  had  ^led  to  obtain,  be 
woold  proceed  to  the  subject]  Mr.  Ch^noU; 
the  question  before  us  is  an  impwtant  one, 
if  appreciated  in  the  degree  of  its  profomid  in- 
terest, and  the  still  more  absorbing  chamic: 
of  its  probable  results,  it  involves  a  respwt-- 
bility  too  big  for  utterance.  To  my  mind,  ad- 
monished by  &ots,  and  warned  by  the  fecW 
of  the  coontiy,  I  am  almc^t  tempted  to  pi^''' 
that,  unless  an  auspicious  issue  attends  tiie 
present  delibwations,  they  are  the  last  that  vii) 
ever  again  engage  the  attention  of  tbis  bo^^ 
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within  these  walls.  It  is  not  now  a  question 
of  dollars  and  cents,  but  of  liberty  and  equality. 
Every  thing  done  on  this  occaflion  will  soon  be 
delivered  over  to  history,  and  he  who  now 
stands  by  the  cause  of  freedom,  posterity  will 
stand  by  Mm.  A  fiune  of  enduring  honor 
awaits  the  firm,  and  a  name  of  as  lasting  iu- 
funy  shall  fi>Uow  the  fdthleBS. 

In  the  name  of  every  thing  that  is  sacred, 
how  are '  grievances  to  be  redressed  tlutt  are 
denied  all  credit,  against  which  every  avenne 
of  conviction  is  closed  t  Of  what  avail  is  rea- 
soning with  that  individual  whose  eye  is  blind 
to  the  tmtb,  whose  ear  is  shut  to  the  evidence, 
whose  mind  is  imbued  with  prejudice,  whose 
heart  is  locked  against  justice,  and  whose  ver- 
dict is  sought  against  hmiself  ?  I  confess,  Mr. 
Chairman,  it  is  a  hopeless  undertaking,  and  thus 
far  all  argument  has  proved  as  useless  as  it  is 
hopeless:  bat,  eir,  we  have  arrived  at  a  crisis 
when  debate  must  cease,  and  this  matter  will, 
perhaps,  have  to  be  referred  to  some  other  ar^ 
bitrament.  It  is  extremely  derirable,  therefore, 
that  we  lay  our  manifesto  before  the  world, 
and  there  is  no  better  place  from  which  it  shall 
issue  than  the  Halls  of  Congress,  the  great  seat 
and  source  of  our  ii^ury.  To  speak  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Soutb,  through  the  high  privilege  of 
the  fireedom  of  debate,  is  now  alT  that  is  left  to 
as,  and  it  is  my  intention  on  the  present  occa- 
sion to  use  that  ri^t  to  the  utmost  of  my 
ability. 

When  Great  Britain  acknowledged  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  colonies,  they  were  as  inde- 
pendent  of  each  other  as  ihtj  were  of  the 
world.  There  was  an  in<Uvidnal  moment  of 
time,  and  perhaps  the  bri^tast  of  their  exist- 
ence, when  they  were  left  to  th^  own  ex<da> 
sive  self-government.  Their  confederation  was 
alt(»etber  voluntary.  If.  at  the  termination 
of  the  revolution,  their  debt,  produced  by  that 
struggle,  hod  been  dischargeo,  and  if  all  wars 
could  have  ceased  from  that  eventful  period, 
every  one  perceives  there  would  not  have  been 
any  earthly  reason  for  the  Union.  The  States 
individually  could  bare  regulated  all  the  con- 
cerns necessary  to  munioipd  government  The 
honest  discharge  of  their  debt,  and  the  dread  of 
intestine  and  foreign  wars,  were,  therefore,  the 
sole  motive  to  the  confederation;  any  other 
inducement  is  idle  and  ridiculous.  It  was 
physical  and  not  moral  force,  it  was  strength 
and  not  Intelligence,  needed  and  sought  by  the 
States.  Even  under  their  connection  with  the 
parent  country,  they  were  always  competent 
to  their  own  self-government,  without  the  aid 
of  each  other^B  councils. 

Notwithstanding  the  "  articles  of  confedera- 
tion "  carried  ua  successfolly  through  the  war, 
doubtless  by  virtue  of  the  great  cause  which  it 
was  serving,  and  the  common  dangers  and  suf- 
ferings of  the  people,  yet  they  were  fonnd  too 
weak  for  a  state  of  peace,  and  General  Wash- 
ington procured  the  Congress  of  that  day  to 
propose  to  the  States  ib»  adoption  of  a  system, 
the  avowed  object  of  which  was  "to  obtiun 


[H.  w  & 

from  tiie  States  substantial  funds  for  fonding 
the  whole  debt  of  the  United  States,"  This 
was  the  seed  that  was  cast  upon  the  bosom  of 
the  States,  and  from  which  has  sprung  th^ 
tremendous  growth  witnessed  in  uie  present 
power  of  the  Union.  So  jealous,  however, 
were  the  States  that  some  mischief  would  ensue 
if  the  sHides  of  confbderatioa  be  disturbed, 
that,  for  a  long  tame,  they  refused  this  and 
other  similar  propositions.  At  length  they 
yielded  to  constant  and  urgent  importunity,  and 
a  convention  met  in  May,  '87,  not  to  fmne  a 
constitation,  for  they  had  no  such  powers,  but, 
once  assembled,  they  took  upon  themselves  to 
produce  that  giant  that  is  now  striding  over 
the  States,  and  cmshiug  at  every  step  some  of 
their  invaluable  rights. 

I  have  now  done  with  the  oonstitntionol 
pointj  and  I  make  no  apology  for  the  great 
tength  of  the  argument  employed  on  this  head, 
for  I  readily  own,  if  the  sulitjeot  of  protecting 
mannfaotares  depeaded  al(me  vpon  the  qnea- 
tion  of  expe^enoy,  mdess  it  was  carried  to  a 
state  of  manifest  oppression,  of  which  I  shall 
speak  hereafter,  I  slionld  have  nothing  to  say, 
for  that  is  a  matter  Intimately  within  the 
power  of  Congress;  and  altbongh  I  should 
greatly  deplore  the  adoption  and  continued 
prosecution  of  a  policy  obviondy  grinding  down 
the  resources  of  one  class  of  the  States,  to  build 
up  and  advance  the  prosperity  of  another  of  the 
same  confederacy,  yet  it  woi^d  be  ours  to  sub- 
mit under  the  terms  of  the  compact.  All  argu- 
ment is  vain  against  cupidity  supported  by 
power ;  hot  if  it  is  nneoiistitationfil,  it  is  our 
right,  nay  it  is  our  duty,  to  renrt,  and  to  use 
every  wet^on  in  our  power,  from  the  voice  of 
reason  np  to  the  stiU  hoarser  tones  of  rebellion. 

I  proceed  now  to  examine  the  question  in 
reference  to  its  expediency;  and  under  two 
aspects  tills  Iwanoh  will  he  o<Hiudered. 

1.  The  great  inequalitr  and  fa^nstioe  oi  the 
system. 

2.  Its  dangerous  effect  upon  the  harmony  of 

the  Union. 

On  the  first  point,  eaffer  me,  Mr.  Chairman, 
to  present  one  serious  refieotion  before  I  pro- 
ceed to  the  argument  It  is  by  close  thinking 
we  sometimes  get  upon  the  track  of  truth 
which  leads  to  the  most  fortunate  results.  Tius 
ayatem  oommoioed,  and  is  ocmtinued,  by  peti- 
tions for  relief  Mr.  Chairman,  has  any  one 
ever  ccmsidered  where  r^ef  comes  from  f  No 
one  will  be  so  credulous  as  to  believe  that  relief 
is  manufactured  in  this  Hall,  and  sent  out  to  the 
supplicating  sufferers;  if  not,  where  does  it 
come  from  ?  Certmnly  from  some  other  quar- 
ter of  the  country  that  does  not  complun. 
Now,  does  not  every  one  perceive,  that  whence- 
soever  the  relief  is  taken,  Just  precisely  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  withdrawn  must  that 
part  suffer  ?  And  would  they  not  have  a  right, 
and  be  entitled  to  respect,  too^to  turn  round, 
and  petition  for  relief  also )  What  right  has 
Oongrees  to  rob  one  portitm  of  ooontry  to  hash 
the  months  of  another  ?  If  the  Nwth  suff^ 
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18  it  right  to  make  the  South,  against  her  will, 
relieve  that  Buffering  ?  No ;  the  troth  is,  when 
the  South  petitions  for  relief,  they  are  told 
"  yon  lie,"  you  do  not  suffer,  or,  if  you  do,  it  is 
greatly  1^  than  yon  imagine ;  at  all  events, 
you  must  submit  to  the  will  of  a  nuyority ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  Federal  GoTemment 
was  framed  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of  the 
whole,  yet  some  portions  of  the  country  must 
Buffer,  and  there  is  no  help  for  it.  Is  Uiis  the 
kind  of  reply  that  a  free  people  ought  to  sub- 
mit to  t  You  may  think  so,  but  depend  npon  it, 
a  very  short  time  will  find  yon  in  a  woful  mis- 
take. This  reflection  hrin^  me  to  the  asser- 
tion of  a  principle,  which,  if  any  man  pretends 
to  controvert,  I  wish  to  hear  from  him  before 
I  proceed  any  fiirther.  I  confidenUy  lay  down ' 
tluB  poaition,  that  Government  cannot  make 
one  freeman  work  for  another  without  his  con- 
sent It  cannot  take  the  property  of  one  and 
^ve  it  to  another.  That  whatever  woald  be 
wrong  in  the  acts  of  Government,  as  between 
man  and  man,  is  equally  wrong  as  between  ten 
or  ten  millions  of  men.  Does  any  one  deny 
this!  None  I  Then  I  proceed.  If  any  cas< 
□alty  should,  in  the  ways  of  Providence,  reduce 
the  four  quarters  of  the  Union  to  but  one  man 
apiece,  and  he  of  the  East  should  be  a  ship- 
builder, of  the  North  a  cotton  spinner,  of  the 
West  a  hemp  weaver,  and  of  the  South  a  cot- 
ton planter  ui  what  condition  would  the  tariff 
system  find  these  firarindividaals?  Hark  well, 
I  beseech  yon,  Mr.  Ohairman,  their  exact  rela- 
tive sitnationB,  for  this  very  picture  is  a  futh- 
frd  illnstration  of  the  bill  on  your  table,  and  I 
pronounce  there  is  no  getting  away  from  it 
Your  bill,  as  plain  as  a  bill  can  talk  in  vernac- 
ular luigaage,  says  to  the  hemp  weaver,  and 
pointing  at  the  same  time  to  the  cotton  planter, 
yon  may  make  him  pay  you,  besides  a  fair  price 
for  your  baling,  five  cents  a  yard  as  a  bounty 
for  your  labor.  It  is  true  he  works  as  hard  as 
yon  do,  but  yoa  are  a  man  of  capital,  and, 
therefore,  must  be  protected.  He  shall  wrap 
his  cotton  in  your  bagging,  or  pay  a  hi^er 
price  to  some  one  else  tor  that  article.  Your 
bill  says  also  to  the  sMp  bnilder,  that  same  cot- 
ton planter  shall  pay  yon  a  bounty  for  carrying 
bis  cotton  to  the  spinner.  To  the  spinner,  it 
says  he  shall  sell  it  to  you,  and  buy  yonr  cloths ; 
or,  if  he  dares  to  carry  it  to  any  ouier  market 
he  shall  pay  you  a  tax  of  eight  cents  a  yard 
for  every  yard  of  cottons  he  buys  elsewhere. 
Now,  I  ask  you,  Hr.  Chfurman,  is  this  just? 
"Woald  the  Gk>vernment  dare  to  put  its  law  into 
this  kind  of  language  as  between  one  laborer 
and  another  f  And,  if  it  would  not,  how  can 
it  do  so  as  betwera  whde  communities  I  Would 
the  principle  be  obai^d  from  the  case  I  have 
put  if  the  laborers  and  their  pnrsoiti  were 
unltiplied  to  ten  thousand?  And  if  tbat  sin- 
gle cotton  planter  could  not  bear  the  draughts 
of  the  other  three  taskmasters,  will  tiie  whole 
class  of  planters  be  in  any  better  utuatioD  from 
the  multiplied  classes  of  manufacturers  con- 
stantly preying  upon  his  labor?  No,  ^ ;  they 


cannot  and  will  not  bear  it;  and,  I  repeat,  Qir 
are  preparing  to  dgnify  it  to  you  in  a  wsj  tluit 
cannot  M  misunderstood. 

The  remarks  I  have  made  naturally  conduct 
me  to  an  examination  of  the  burdens  ire  think 
we  bear,  though  the  mannfacturen  tbink  i: 
is  all  delusion.  When  the  bill  of  the  gentl^ 
man  from  Sonth  Carolina  (Ifr.  McDnm'^) 
was  read,  and  I  found  it  proposed  to  lay  a  diitj 
of  twenty-five  per  cent  on  all  foreign  aiticla  I 
asked  myself  is  it  possible  that  ai^  thing  non 
could  in  conscience  be  demanded  i  When  I  n- 
fleot  that  twenty-five  per  cent,  was  a  tax  of  tl» 
fourth  part  of  a  man's  income,  for  nine  men  OQ 
of  ten  spend  all  their  income,  and  when  I  ncol- 
lected,u8o,  that  most  men  of  money  are  c(mt«ci- 
ed  wim  twenty-five  per  cent  interest,  I  wonia- 
ed  if  it  were  possible  that  the  manufactnjen  net 
in  the  habit  d  receiving  this  amount  and  ven 
yet  anxious  to  get  more.  There  is  hard);  ok 
man  in  a  thonsand  believes  that  he  payatraiii- 
five  cents  on  every  dollar  that  he  lays  out ;  xii 
yet,  sir,  what  will  be  his  astonishment  Thenb 
comes  to  learn  that  he  pays  the  double  of  iii 
The  rejection  of  the  bill  just  mentioned  prora 
that  tbe  tax  is  over  twenty-five  per  cent  w 
they  would  have  taken  it  Then,  what  htJ 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  calcnlt 
tions  submitted  to  this  House,  places  it  at  fcn;- 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent ;  other  calciila&m 
make  it  t  fraction  over  fifty.  Now,  I  daamd, 
if  it  be  less  than  ^ther  of  these  STUDS,  tlx 
some  friend  of  the  tariff  immediately  rise  b 
his  place,  and  state  what  it  is.  Finding  no  ex- 
position to  this  statement,  I  set  it  doo  * 
granted,  that  the  duty  is  somevhere  in  tbt 
neighborhood  of  fifty  per  cent  npon  an  an:- 
age,  on  all  the  usual  articles  of  consmnptia 
such  as  cottons,  woollens,  iron,  salt,  sngv,  es- 
fee,  and  all  kinos  of  tools  and  farming  atei^k 
I  shall,  then,  for  the  sake  of  easy  caJcoliiifii 
place  it  at  fifty.  This  point  being  adjusted,! 
proceed  to  state  another,  which  is  necessatrtt 
my  purpose,  and  in  wmdi  there  can  be  fitdt 
or  no  dispute.  It  is  this :  the  price  of  an  am- 
cle  is  increased  the  amount  of  the  duty. 
establishment  of  this  portion  will  be  poetpote: 
until  I  come  to  answer  Hhe  argument  a  ^ 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  Qb-  SnwiRi 
on  that  snbject  One  other  point  is  abo  ad- 
mitted, viz.,  that  the  consumer  pays  the  dm;. 
and  this  for  the  present,  is  enough  for  mr  pt^ 
pose,  though  I  think  I  shall  hereafter  be  able  to 
sustain  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  SostL 
Carolina,  that  the  producer  pays  the  tax.  Thfjc 
three  things  being  settied,  to  wit,  first,  Hai  i^i 
duty  is  fifty  ^r  cent. ;  second,  that  artic!* 
purchased  are  mcreased  In  price  the  amoont  o: 
the  duty ;  and,  third,  that  the  conEumer  par 
the  duty,  I  proceed  to  present  an  niastniHA 
of  its  bordensome  effects  upon  the  planters  ts 
tbe  South.  Suppose,  Mr.  OhidimaD,  insif^ 
of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  a  straight,  narrow  nTrt. 
running  from  Kune  to  Mobile^  cUvided  ra  froS' 
the  old  world ;  and  suppose  all  the  ^era-i 
fEurtories  in  the  United  Stote^  instead  <tf  1)^* 
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clastered  in  groupB  in  the  Korthem  and  Middle 
States,  were  strooff,  at  suitable  interrala,  oU 
^ong  on  this  ride  m  this  dividing  stream ;  im- 
agine similar  and  corresponding  factories  on 
tine  other  side,  exactly  opposite  to  those  on 
this ;  and  that  a  convenient  bridge  leads  from 
one  t6  the  other :  here,  then,  we  have  present- 
ed not  only  two  similar  places  of  supplies,  bnt 
two  markets  for  the  produce  of  the  planters. 
Instead  of  sending  their  produce  to  these  mar- 
kets, as  is  usual,  through  the  agency  of  mer- 
chants, each  planter  becomes  his  own  mer- 
chant Now,  sir,  suppose  one  presents  himself 
with  his  cotton  at  a  woollen  factory,  and  de- 
sires to  purchase  a  bale  of  blankets,  he  is  told 
the  price  is  fifty  dollars,  but  that,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  stream,  a  precisely  similar  bale  can 
be  had  fm  twenty-five.  Bwring  an  easy  and 
convenient  bridge,  every  one  perceives  be 
would  liave  no  hesitation  in  selecting  this 
che^er  market.  But  when  he  arrives  at  the 
foot  of  the  bridge,  he  is  met  by  a  custom-house 
officer,  who  inarms  him  that  if  he  buys  his 
blankets  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  be  will 
have  to  pay  one-half  of  them  to  the  Govern- 
ment, so  that  he  might  as  well  lay  out  his 
money  with  the  factory  man  on  this  dde.  He 
inquires  why  is  it  that  I  have  to  pay  half  my 
produce  to  the  Government!  He  is  answered, 
all  the  owners  of  factories  strung  up  and  down 
this  river  have  nnited  and  made  their  poor 
workmen  believe  they  onght  to  ^»  protected  by 
Government,  and  they  have  been  artfUIy  put 
up  to  clamor  for  relief,  nntal  the  Qovemment 
has  compelled  you  to  pay  half  yoar  blankets  to 
me  for  ner  use,  or  half  your  money  to  them, 
and  now  you  may  take  your  choice.  Of  course, 
he  puts  himself  to  no  further  trouble,  returns, 
mokes  the  purchase,  and  loses  twenty-five  dol- 
lars, which  the  manufacturer  pockets.  That 
this  is  the  precise  operation  of  the  tari£f  system 
upon  every  article  which  a  planter  purchases, 
is  as  certain  as  death  ;  and  I  defy  any  one  to 
detect  a  fallacy  in  the  statement  And,  sir, 
here  is  the  proper  place  to  exhibit  the  effect 
wliioh  this  system  has  upon  our  produce.  Ad- 
mit for  the  sake  of  argoment,  as  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Sonui  Oanmna,  (Mi.  Dsat- 
TON,)  that  a  repeal  of  the  tanS  would  not  affect 
the  price  of  cotton,  yet  is  it  not  obvious  that 
if  tl^  price  of  cotton  is  eight  dollars  per  hon- 
dred,  and  half  that  amount  is  paid  in  tax, 
whenever  laid  out,  it  cannot  be  worth  but  four 
dollars  to  the  planter  ?  Now,  take  off  this  tax, 
and  though  the  price  might  not  rise,  yet  no  one 
can  doubt  the  cotton  is  worth  four  dollars  more 
to  him,  in  the  additional  necessaries  which  it 
will  command. 

As  to  the  condition  of  the  South,  in  relation 
to  the  common  comforts  of  life,  it  has  no  possi- 
ble dependence  upon  the  North,  ymh  its 
forty-five  ndllions  t£  exports,  if  tibiat  immense 
sum  could  be  permitted  to  drculato  among 
themselves,  it  would,  in  reference  to  the  con- 
veniences of  living,  and  the  fiunlities  of  snbsist- 
enoe,  become  one  of  the  h^piest  regions  of 
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the  earth.  It  would  ^ve  life  to  commerce  witii 
its  thousand  connections.  It  would  ^ve  a  new 
spring  to  agprioulture,  and  tnah  energy  to  our 
various  artisans;  and,  instead  of  decayhag 
villages  and  towns,  the  whole  country  would 
smile  with  tokens  of  the  most  extended  pros- 
[>erity.  And,  sir,  this  brii^  me  to  the  con- 
sideration of  an  idea  advanced  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Obawtobd,)  who  con- 
trasted the  past  and  present  situation  of  the 
North,  while  it  was  without  the  aid  of  South- 
ern taxation.  Then  it  was  drooping  under  the 
wasting  malady  of  poverty,  now  it  is  flourishing 
in  all  the  bloom  of  invigorating  activity ;  then 
it  presented  one  wide  surface  of  stagnant  em- 
ployment, now  all  was  a  living  current  of  plenty 
and  gladnms ;  then  doabt  and  dejection  hung 
upon  every  countenance,  now  confidence  and 
animation  beam  from  every  eye.  Sir,  I  oonld 
not  bnt  say  to  mysel£  how  selfi^  is  man— tliBt 
man,  too,  who  Bhould  be  a  brotiier,  and  that 
brother  who  ^ould  feel  for  a  brother's  woes. 
Did  it  never  occur  to  the  gentleman,  while 
glowing  with  the  emotions  of  joy  at  the  elysian 
happiness  of  his  immediate  home,  that,  perad- 
venture  some  other  section  of  his  coontry  was 
yet  groaning  under  that  condition  which  fwroed 
the  dark  shade  of  the  pleasing  picture  of  pros- 
perity which  he  has  just  portrayed  f  Kr.  Onair- 
man,  if  some  stranger  to  onr  land,  accompanied 
by  a  llentor  who  knew  all  its  vuied  relations^ 
should  enter  it  in  the  North,  and  pervade  it 
from  Maine  to  Ifobile,  having  all  its  minnto  parts 
and  characteristics  ex^ained  by  his  guide,  what 
would  he  behold?  Through  the  cold  rwion 
of  the  Northj  amidst  its  bald  and  barren  biUs 
and  sterile  ndges,  he  will  discover  cheerfol 
hamlets,  glistening  villages,  floniishing  towns 
springing  up  as  by  magio,  and  crowded  cities 
displaying,  by  their  marble  columns  and  f^ded 
b^ustrades,themostgorgeonswealth — through- 
out all  the  country,  nntil  he  reaches  the  river 
that  flows  by  this  hill,  will  he  perceive'  full 
employment  for  labor,  well  rewarded ;  content- 
ment shining  on  every  face ;  riches,  in  all  their 
gayest  profiision,  ministering  their  luxuries  to 
8ome,  competency  distribntiiig  her  milder  com- 
forts to  others,  and  sufficiency  dealing  out  ite 
more  moderate  supplies  to  all ;  but,  sir,  when 
he  crosses  the  Potomac,  what  will  he  discover  ? 
In  this  land  of  fertility— of  most  propitious  soil 
and  genial  climate,  where  every  valuable  pro- 
dnction  of  nature  is  reared,  where  the  earth 
teems  with  a  perpetual  gulden  harvest,  spring- 
ing fh)m  its  fruitful  plains  or  mineral  mouu- 
tidns,  what,  I  repeat,  will  he  behold  t  Farms 
whose  orchards  have  decayed,  whose  houses 
are  tumbling  into  ruins,  whose  fences  have 
rotted  and  sunk  into  the  bosom  of  I>riarB — vil- 
lage whose  graaagrown  f6otw^  are  choked 
with  weeds,  whose  habitations  <m  the  oatskirts 
have  been  left  to  the  dumbers  of  some  BtTollii^ 
flock,  whose  once  ""^'"g  gardens,  in  the  beau- 
tiful laugnage  of  the  poet,  present  nothing  now 
"  But  mfttted  sbraba,  where  birds  fonet  to  sing, 
And  ulent  bats  in  drowsy  clusters  ding.** 
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And,  sir,  this  is  the  picture  that  belongs,  hnt 
with  a  few  exceptions,  to  &11  the  towns  and 
citiea  of  tliis  once  floarishing  oonntrj.  I  could 
give  yoa  a  most  feeling  account  of  a  city  in  my 
own  State,  once  the  pride  of  the  South,  the 
busy  mart  of  one  of  the  greatest  staples  of  the 
earth,  the  Bource  of  wealtb,  Vio  seat  then  and 
now  of  hospitality,  and  every  generous  virtne ; 
hut  what  18  &te  of  Savannah  1  Let  her 
withering  commerce  and  her  sinking  dwellings 
tell  the  story ;  and,  Bir,  to  your  American  sys- 
tem will  she  point  you  for  the  cause  of  all  her 
misfortunes.  Why  is  it,  this  stranger  would 
naturally  inquire,  that  I  perceive  suck  a  differ- 
ence between  these  two  great  sections  of  conn- 
try,  especially  when  such  a  mysterious  contra- 
diction is  exhibited  as  to  their  natural  advan- 
tages? On  one  side,  every  thing  that  could 
make  a  country  prosperous,  while,  on  the  other, 
there  seems  to  be  nothing  that  would  prevent 
the  exact  reverse.  His  director  would  be  com- 
pelled to  answer,  it  has  all  been  done  by  the 
singular  device  of  l^pslatioa.  The  mere  opera- 
tion of  human  law,  actuated  by  &»  selfishness 
<tf  human  nature,  has  done  ^is  foul  deed  of 
mischief ;  has  drawn,  secretly  and  insidiously, 
idl  ihe  resources  of  the  South  to  the  Northern 
and  Middle  States.  We  have  generally  been 
instnicted  to  believe  that  man  alone,  in  his  in- 
dividual character,  is  disposed  to  be  a  despot, 
but  a  regulation  of  a  whole  community  is  some- 
times as  great  a  tyrant,  and  we  are  often  de- 
ceived and  lulled  into  security  under  the  tame 
belief  that  it  is  intended  to  protect,  and  not  to 
destroy,  when  it  oftens  happens  that  some  com- 
bination of  robbers  or  usurpers  have  artfully 
transferred  their  power  into  the  form  of  law, 
and,  in  that  way,  as  effectually  accomplished 
the  purposes  of  firaud  and  ambition  as  if  achieved 
by  the  damer  or  the  fi^;ot.  And  in  all  the 
country  of  t£e  Sontb,  from  Virginia  to  Georgia, 
it  may  be  truly  said— 

"  Amidst  thy  bowers  the  fynnt's  hand  is  seen, 
And  desolaUon  saddens  lul  tby  green.** 

I  come  now  to  the  second  ground  ot  expe- 
diency, that  the  system  "  is  dangerous  to  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  the  Union."  Mr.  Chair- 
man^ this  conntry  was  never,  perhaps,  except 
in  time  of  war,  in  a  bigger  degree  of  excitia- 
ment.  We  bear  of  meetings  at  tbe  North ;  in- 
deed, very  large  ones  have  lately  been  gotten 
np  to  dictate  to  the  House  the  course  it  must 
pursue ;  we  hear  of  Legislatures  porsoing  the 
same  course,  and  saying  the  protecting  system 
shall  not  only  not  be  repeal^,  bat  it  sh^  not 
be  relaxed ;  we  hear  of  the  presses  saying  that 
even  the  measnres  of  compromise  su^sted, 
with  the  best  intentions,  by  the  Administration, 
for  the  sake  of  peace,  will  be  resisted  by  "  a 
million  of  musket-bearing  people."  Now,  sir, 
when  tbe  South  acts  or  talks  thus,  It  is  treason  1 
^e  must  suffer,  and  If  she  complains  in  a  tone, 
any  thing  above  the  strun  of  8Ui>plica1ion|  she 
is  rebuked  for  insolence,  and  cnarged  with  a 
dedgn  to  dismember  the  Union.   Mr.  Oludr- 


man,  this  people  cannot  bear  every  thing,  andk 
portentous  sign  has  lately  appeared  in  tba 
South.  Two  States  have  met  together,  isd 
told  to  each  other  the  story  of  their  wroogB  in 
a  temper  that  cannot  be  mistaken.  Take  cire 
how  you  trifle  with  a  people  stmg^ii^  fat 
liberty ;  yon  live  bnt  one  generation  rertored 
from  a  casfiL  which  I  shall  presetOly  eIm 
you,  that  afibrds  the  lesson  of  how  mA  a 
injured  pe(^le  can  suffer,  and  exactly  at  wbii 
point  they  will  avenge  their  insoltg.  Two 
thousand  people,  bummg  with  a  jost  sente  of 
their  sufferings,  have  recently  declared  of  i 
gallant  son  of  the  South,  whose  chivalr;  and 

Satriotism  deserved  the  sentiment,  in  riev  of  i 
eterminatiou  to  resist  oppression,  if  not  re- 
lieved, that  he  was  "  a  pabnot  without  fear  uA 
without  reproach.  He  has  generously  devoted 
himself  to  the  defence  of  Southern  rights  lod 
Southern  interests,  and  is  qualified  for  eveii 
crisis.  And  Sonthern  people  will  snppwt  Iud 
in  the  great  cause  ia  every  peril,  and  ateyoj 
hazard."  Mark  well  this  leelingl  It  itbi 
spirit  that  will  never  flag,  nntil  itwarauui 
swells  every  bosom  from  the  Potomac  to  thi 
Mississippi. 

Mr.  Cnainnan,  history  is  full  of  iostrndTe 
admonitions  on  the  subject  of  invaded  liberty, 
and  how  certun  the  resentments  of  a  free  p«- 
pie  will  be  aroused  in  defence  of  that  mospri- 
cioos  of  all  Heaven's  best  gifts  to  man.  MDt 
the  few  are  insidious,  the  many  are  patieol: 
while  tyranny  is  secret  and  crafty,  danocr«T 
is  open,  generous,  and  forbearing ;  but  there  e 
a  cri»a  in  every  thing,  and  a  point  bejoo^ 
which  even  davery  will  not  suffer.  ffeibtaU 
learn  wisdom  from  experience.  Our  on  an- 
nals present  the  most  illustrious  case  of  hi- 
man  persecution,  resisted  by  the  most  consum- 
mate courage  and  daring.  We  have  a  1«ssca 
not  yet  nxty  years  old,  replete  with  a  moni 
that  can  never  be  too  often  consulted ;  it 
counsel  that  cannot  deceive ;  tt  is  a  moniter 
that  will  not  betray ;  it  possesses  a  feeling  that 
touches  the  heart  without  anguish,  though  it  ii 
connected  with  a  story  that  must  forever  bar 
upon  our  regrets.  It  is  this  strug^e  for  libeitf, 
this  memorable  contest  for  princQe,  I  sball  tlu 
day  invoke  in  behalf  of  apet^iesnljedcd  tt) 
the  same  tmholy  oppresuon.  It  is  a  Ehiniiij 
light  that  cannot  be  extingaished ;  and,  before 
Heaven,  in  favor  of  my  snfibriog  cDnntrrmffi, 
will  I  snatch  this  torch  of  the  revolution,  ud 
snuff  it  and  flash  it  in  yonr  iaces. 

In  speaking  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
revolution,  a  distinguished  orator,  (Joel  Barlov.) 
just  after  its  happy  termination,  brilliantlj  ob- 
served :  "  It  was  not  the  quantity  of  the  tai,  it 
was  not  tbe  mode  of  appropriation,  but  it  was  tie 
right  of  the  demand,  that  was  called  in  qne«tion. 
Upon  this  the  people  deliberated ;  this  tltfj 
discussed  in  a  cool  and  dispassionate  manner; 
and  this  they  opposed,  in  every  sh^  that  an 
artfbl  and  systemAtie  ICnistry  could  derise,  wr 
more  than  tea  years  before  they  assumed  tu 
Bword.  Thia  single  droiuustanoe,  aade  from 
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the  xnagnitade  of  the  ooateet,  will  Btamp  a  pe- 
culiar glory  on  the  American  reTtdation,  and 
mark  it  as  a  dirtingniahed  era  hi  the  history  of 
muiUnd." 

We  are  not  only  questioning  the  "  right  of  the 
demand,"  bat  we  have  the  peculiar  aggravation 
of  not  only  an  intolerable  "qiiantity"of  "tax," 
bat  that  tax  is  transferred  irom  tiie  bosom  of 
onr  people,  and  "  appropriated  "  in  other  ooan- 
triea.  Before  I  proceed  to  the  comparison 
which  it  ia  my  intention  to  make,  it  is  necessary 
distinctly  to  state  the  exact  principle  in  both 
cases,  and  then  show  with  what  remarkable 
fidelity  the  facts  will  sost^  the  analogy.  The 
colonies  were,  as  the  States  are  now,  independ- 
ent of  eaoh  other;  and  Oreat  Britain,  the 
moHxa  oonntry,  ooiutitated  th^  federal  head. 
To  them  the  motlier  ooonlay  was  what  the 
General  GoTemntent  now  i»  to  the  States. 
The  latter  is  oar  federal  head.  Great  Brit^ 
maintained  that  she  had  a  right  "to  tax  the 
colonies  in  all  cases  whatever."  The  colonies 
denied  it,  and  contended  that  she  had  only  the 
right  to  tax  them  throngh  the  relation  of 
commerce  as  revenue,  and  for  their  benefit; 
that  snch  taxes  ooold  not  be  taken  and  applied 
to  any  other  purpose  whatever ;  that  no  direct 
tax  at  all  oonid  belaid  apon  them  without  their 
consent,  and  then  only  for  the  use  of  the  colo- 
nies, and  to  be  granted  by  their  own  LegislA- 
tores.  The  General  Govenmient  maintains  that 
ahe  has  a  right  to  "  tax  the  States  \n  all  cases 
whatew."  The  Btatea  deny  this  right,  and 
contend  that  it  can  only  tax  them,  throngh  ihe 
regulation  of  commerce,  as  revenue,  for  the 
single  purpose  alone  of  eupportlnf  the  Govern- 
ment, and  consequently  for  their  benefit  gener- 
ally and  equally ;  and  that,  as  Great  Britain 
coald  not  tax  the  colonies  for  her  own  benefit 
at  home,  or  carry  their  money  out  of  the  colo- 
nies to  he  spent  on  objects  unconnected  with 
their  colonial  conation,  so  the  General  Govem- 
ment  cannot  tax  the  States  for  the  benefit  of 
manofacturea,  a  distmot  interest  from  that  of 
the  Government;  in  other  words,  it  cannot 
take  mon^,  by  way  of  taxation,  fixim  one  por- 
tion of  the  Bt^ea,  to  be  spent  in  another,  to 
support  an  individual  intmst  ^flbrent  from 
that  of  the  UnioUf  where  all  are  alike  con- 
cerned. The  proposition  is  now  fairly  made. 
Let  any  superficial  reader  examine  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  revolution,  and  he  will  find 
that  the  colonies,  though  as  States  they  are 
now  greatly  more  oppr^sed  in  some  quarters, 
yet  tixen  they  flashed  like  lightning  at  the 
slightest  invasion  of  their  rights.  Great  Britain 
in  two  hundred  years,  with  all  her  power  and 
ingenoity,  and  ^parently  with  tenfold  more 
right,  was  never  able,  in  the  internal  regulations 
of  the  colonies,  to  drive  the  first  entering  wedge 
into  what  they  oonsidend  nnoonstitntional  tax- 
otion;  nor  in  that  time  did  she  accompUdi 
what  the  General  Government  has  done  in  the 
short  space  of  ^hteen  years.  Various  were 
the  acts,  and  at  various  times  and  nnder  various 
states  of  feeling  were  they  urged,  to  astahllah 
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the  principle  that  the  mother  country  had  the 
ri^t  "  to  bind  the  coloidea  in  all  oases  what- 
ever." The  resnlt  of  saoh  an  unnatural  and 
aUiortent  experiment  most  be  fresh  upon  tiie 
recollection  of  every  one,  save,  perhaps,  the 
misguided  and  infatuated  ralers  of  the  Gener^ 
GovemmenL  Long  and  ardent  were  their  op- 
position against  the  attempts  of  the  British 
Parliament  to  rivet  upon  them  her  port  laws, 
navgation  acts,  admiralty  regulations,  new 
modes  of  trial,  of  appointing;  officers,  stamp 
acts,  and  tariff's  for  regolatmg  their  trade. 
Opinions,  resulting  from  their  oppes^ona,  stim- 
ulated tiiem  to  mitigated  resistance,  which 
spread  throngh  America,  were  intrepidly  main- 
tained against  the  nsurpations  d  the  mother 
ooon^.  ai^  finidly  terminated  in  their  ac- 
knowledged independence. 

Before  I  doae  this  branch  of  the  subject,  I 
must  refer  the  committee  to  a  part  of  Dr. 
Franklin's  examination  before  a  committee  of 
Parliament  on  the  subject  of  the  discontents  in 
the  colonies ;  for  it  is  so  pertinent  to  the  case 
of  the  Soutl^  that  it  were  treacherous  in  me  to 
omit  it.  Among  the  vast  variety  of  questions 
that  were  asked  him,  all  of  which  he  answered 
with  great  wisdom,  and  the  most  unusual 
promptness,  were  the  following,  viz : 

"  Do  not  you  think  they  would  submit  to  the 
stamp  act,  if  it  was  modified,  the  obnoxioas  parts 
taken  out,  and  the  duty  reduced  to  some  particnlara 
of  small  moment f  No;  they  will  never  sabmit 
to  it. 

*'  Have  yon  not  heard  of  the  resotntion  of  this 
House  and  of  the  House  of  Lords,  asserting  the 
right  of  Parliament  relating  to  America,  including 
a  power  to  tax  the  peoide  uiere  ?  [For  the  manu- 
facturers.]  Yes,  I  have  heard  of  such  resolo- 
tions. 

"  What  wQl  be  the  O|rinlon  of  the  Americans  on 
those  resolutions  r   They  irill  think  them  uneonati- 

tutiooal  and  unjust 

"But  who  is  to  judee  of  that,  Britain  or  the 
colony  ?   Those  that  &el  can  best  judge."* 

Yes,  sir,  and  we  who  feel  will  jndge^  come 
what  will  I 

Sidd  tins  same  committee  to  the  American 
sage: 

"If  die  act  is  not  repealed,  what  do  you  think 
will  be  the  consequences  f  A  total  loss  of  the  re- 
nnet and  affection  the  people  of  America  bear  to 
the  mother  country,  and  of  all  the  commerce  that 
depends  on  that  respect  and  affection^** 

And  I,  too,  will  answer  for  the  South,  if  your 
tariff  act  is  not  repealed,  away  go  all  the  re- 
spect and  affection  which  can  alone  make  this 
Union  any  longer  desirable. 

What  was  the  issue  of  all  this,  Mr.  Ohair- 
man  1  Keed  I  tell  yon  ?  It  most  be  freah  in  the 
recollection  of  every  man  present.  Indeed,  if 
it  were  not  from  a  knowledge  of  the  history  of 
that  day,  which  aome,  perhaps,  care  not  to 
know,  and  others  strive  to  forget,  yet  there  ia 
an  occasion  once  a  year  when  it  is  brooght  to 
their  remembrance  by  a  sacred  political  observ- 
ance whidi  is  dengned  for  that  especial  pnr^ 
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pose.  I  hold  in  mj  hand  the  homily  tiiat  is 
used  on  that  sabbath  of  our  indepeodence,  a 
part  of  which  it  is  my  intention  to  read  on  this 
occasion  as  oont^ning  doctrines,  and  I  care 
not  for  the  name  bj  which  it  is  called,  for 
names  are  nothing,  against  tyranny  and  nsor- 
pation ;  and  nnder  these  titles  I  rank  every 
thing  that  violates  the  oonsititutioD  of  the  coun- 
try. What  I  am  about  to  read  perhaps  was 
never  read  before  but  with  feelings  of  delight, 
except  aa  to  those  against  whose  despotism  it 
was  levelled,  and  whose  oppressions  it  was  in- 
tended to  blast.  It  may  now,  for  aught  I 
knoir,  enoonnter  another  ezA^tion. 

"We  hold  these  troths  to  be  self-e^dent.  that 
all  men  are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed 
by  their  Creator  with  certaia  unalienable  rights; 
that  amoDgst  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit 
of  happioess.  That,  to  secure  these  rights,  Qovem- 
ments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their 
just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed  ;  that 
whenever  any  form  of  Government  becomes  destruc- 
tive of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to 
alter  or  to  abolish  it,  and  to  institute  new  Govern- 
ment, laying  its  foondation  on  snch  principles,  and 
orguiiziDg  its  powers  in  such  form,  as  to  them  shall 
seem  most  likely  to  affect  tbeir%afety  and  happiness. 
Prudence  indeed  will  dictate  that  Governments  long 
established  should  not  be  changed  for  light  and 
trandent  causes ;  and,  accordingly,  all  experiooce 
hath  diown  that  mankind  are  more  ^poaed  to 
suffer,  while  evils  are  eofferable,  than  to  rigbt  them- 
selves by  abidiahing  the  forms  to  which  they  are 
accustomed.  Bat  when  a  long  tr^  of  abuses  and 
usurpation,  pursuing  invariaUy  the  same  object, 
erincea  a  design  to  redace  them  under  absolute 
despotasm,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  daty,  to  throw 
off  such  Government,  and  to  provide  new  guards  for 
their  fntnre  security." 

No  man  can  object  to  this  doctrine.  If  there 
be  Buch  a  one,  let  him  step  forth  before  the 
democracy  of  America,  and  I  will  venture  to 
predict  he  will  stand  out  confessed  an  Amer- 
ican monopolist.  Among  the  enumeration  of 
grierances  pnbUshed  to  the  world  in  that 
memorable  uutmment,  part  of  wbi(^  I  have 
Jnst  read,  the  fbllowing  are  to  be  found : 

"For  cutting  off  oar  trade  with  all  parts  of  the 
world. 

"  For  imposing  taxes  upon  us  without  our  con- 
sent 

**  In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions,  we  have 
petitioned  for  redress  in  the  most  humble  terms ; 
our  repeated  petitions  have  been  answered  talj  by 
repeated  injury." 

Now,  sir,  listen  to  the  catastrophe,  and  may 
it  sink  deep  into  the  hearts  of  uiose  who  are 
rushing  to  a  similar  destiny,  not  only  deaf  to 
all  entreaUes,  bat  blind  to  those  dire  conse- 
quenoes  from  whidi  the  land  is  not  yet  relieved, 
and  the  blood  of  which  has  scarcely  ceased 
nnoking  to  heaven. 

"A  prince  whose  charaoter  Is  thus  marked  by 
every  act  which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be 
ruler  of  a  ftee  people.** 

£aoo{^  of  qaotationsl    Can  prindplea  be 


plidner,  or  language  more  ei^citt  Tte 
misunderstands  this  doctrine  t  Willitbesui 
that  oars  is  a  case  different  from  the  nJoiueii 
That  we  are  represented  in  Oongreas,  and,  cot- 
sequently,  whatever  taxes  are  imposed,  are  im- 
posed by  oar  representatives  t  tliis  u 
solemn  moekery,  it  is  adding  insolt  to  injnrr: 
What,  sir,  break  down  the  clear  distinctkau  in 
the  constitution,  prostrate  the  linuts  of  poi tf 
in  that  sacred  instrument  intended  to  im 
boundaries  around  the  will  of  the  mtMij^ 
the  safe  protection  oi  the  mtoi^^.letuitk 
nnUmited  and  uncontrollable  diseretun  of  M 
nujority  to  do  what  ibsr  please,  nd  tbaaf 
we  are  represented,  ana  must  snbrnitt  W. 
insolent  and  insnffbrable  portion  I  ^  I  po- 
nouncethat  the  Southern  States  eoolooctbt 
more  insulted  and  abused  if  they  were  eeptnttd 
from  the  rest  of  the  States,  and  the  river  ik 
mna  by  this  city  was  widened  to  the  breadtL 
of  the  Atlantic  Ooeauj  and  the  nu^ritj  vHcii 
now  wields  their  destmy  was  to  retire  to  Ftuli- 
delphia,  and  there,  without  a  single  man  of  tkt 
minority,  pass  the  system  Uiat  nowgrindsiboi 
to  the  dusL  and  attempt  to  carry  it  into 
over  that  then  distant  people.  Does  nuxii^i 
feeble^  powerless,  hand-^mid  min<Hi^  uMg 
a  reckless  m^ority,  who  are  resolved  torn- 
leap  the  entrenonments  thrown  around  ik 
rights  of  the  former,  and  to  Imow  no  boDndi 
but  those  of  their  will,  so  effectually  losva 
the  great  ends  of  eqnal  representaUoo,  tk 
whatever  is  done  shall  be  jostafled  under  tk 
valuable  principle  ?  Sir,  this  cannot  be  s«iod; 
muntained.  The  members  of  the  Sooth  nu^: 
as  well  be  at  home,  for  mingling  thenudni 
here  with  &iB  unchanged  m^ority,  where  tk; 
have  neither  weight  nor  influence,  only  sa^- 
to  have  them  mocked  witii  the  preteodcntltf 
their  hardens  are  imposed  vpaa  their  petf^ 
with  their  own  consent. 

Does  anyone  beUere  that  thepetqilarftlit 
United  States  meant  no  mon  lij  tue  renh^ 
than  a  mere  change  of  mastorst  Tbattkelon 
of  novelty  alone  has  indaoed  them  to  strike  d 
one  set  of  fetters,  merely  to  impose  mt^ 
precisely  similar,  because  they  are  of  tbeircn 
forgiiM  ?  Why  struggle  Arongh  every  speriH 
of  suffering,  why  famt  under  every  h&rm'I^ 
why  waste  the  wealth  and  sacrifice  the  yoatii 
of  an  infant  country,  to  maintain  aiiddef«E| 
the  principle  of  self-internal  government,  b» 
the  unalienable  right  of  propwty,  wbea  tk 
work  was  accomplished,  tiiey  should  ina£; 
turn  round,  and  throw  themselves,  in  ne^' 
made  manacles,  at  the  feet  ^  another  tjrai' 
The  thing  is  too  intolerable  for  thewabs 
orednlity.  Motives  always  determine  tiie  (Itu- 
acter  of  an  action,  and  the  revolution  of  a 
lion  is  gnided  by  as  set^ed  an  intent,  oAU 
as  fixed  an  object,  as  the  smaller  mofeiM^ 
of  an  individndf ;  and  the  jnst  reproach  of  fol? 
or  madness  is  alike  applicable  to  either.  Vbi 
would  have  been  thonaht  of  an  individml 
should  thus  have  acted?  We  have  here,  tfaA 
clearly  indicated  the  motive  (tf  tiie  nitm'- 
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He  Tartf—Ditcomtmt  of  the  South. 


[H.  or  Jl. 


It  was  not  a  change  of  tTrants.  It  was  to  se- 
cure and  preserve  unimpfured  that  separate  and 
exolnaire  Independenoe  which  bel(»iffed  to  the 
States,  not  In  their  joiut  bat  seTeral  capadfy. 
Having  triumphed  in  their  perilons  audertaking, 
not,  however,  without  encountering  the  most 
nnspeakable  difficulties,  which  left  in  their  trun 
jealondes  they  could  never  appease,  and  bar- 
dena  they  ootud  not  disohai^  which  exposed 
them  to  dissensions  from  wiOiin,  or  invasion 
from  without ;  they  were  willing  to  transfer, 
and  nothing  more,  l^e  right  of  protection  which 
had  just  been  forfeited  by  the  mother  country 
to  the  more  tender  and  parental  care  of  the 
Federal  Qovemment.  It  was  physical  and  not 
moral  fbroe;  it  was  strength  and  not  intelli- 
gence, needed  and  sought  by  the  Siatea  Any 
^ing  more  tiian  this  never  was  intoided. 

One  word,  sir,  on  the  subject  of  the  Union, 
and  I  have  done.  We  liave  been  accused  of  a 
want  of  attachment  to  the  Union.  Such  a 
diarge  I  fling  back  in  the  teeth  our  accusers. 
What  I  the  Booth  disaffected  to  the  Union  1  The 
South  that  suffered  scrmuoh  in  the  revolution- 
ary war  from  the  common  enemy,  frt>m  savages 
on  ber  frontier,  and  tones,  worse  than  savages, 
in  her  very  heart  I  The  South,  that  so  gallantly 
opened  her  parse  and  shed  her  blood  in  the 
last  war  with  the  Briliah  and  Indiansu  when  in 

another  quuier  .  Bat  I  forbear.  It  cannot 

be  believed  that  the  South  ia  disloraL  Who 
were  the  mpportera  of  Jefferson,  and  Madison, 
and  Monroe  I  And  who,  more  than  Jefferson, 
Madison,  and  Ifonroe^  were  the  defenders  of 
those  republican  principles  trhidh  moved,  di- 
rected, and  consummated  the  revolution  of  '76, 
and  were  happily  laid  at  the  foundation  of  the 
Feder^  Government!  Bid  the  South  keep 
back  when  the  Korth  refused  to  give  up  a  sacri- 
fice rightfnlly  necessary  to  support  uid  defend 
the  principles  of  the  constitution !  No,  ^r ;  it 
is  a  slander  to  whisper  the  slightest  suspicion 
of  disloyalty  against  the  South.  We  are  at- 
tached, warmly  attached,  to  the  Union ;  not,  it 
is  true,  for  its  money,  we  pay  all  and  get 
nothing;  bnt  it  is  n>r  those  free  and  liberal 
prind]^esK>  dear  to  the  rights  oTman;  those 
prindtdea  that  form  the  best  seonri^  fot  his 
ufis,  Uberty,  and  property,  without  whim  nmther 
union  nor  any  thing  else  is  worth  preserving. 
In.  titte  words  of  a  gpreat  man,  give  as  anion,  but 
give  us  liberty  first.  Do  not  deprive  us  of  all 
onr  blesrings  nnder  the  empty  sound  of  onion. 
Do  not  steal  from  us  our  senses  under  the  be- 
witching charm  of  union.  Do  not,  like  the 
Had^ascar  bat,  suck  us  to  death  while  yoa  are 
fanning  us  to  sleep  by  the  coolingbreezea  of 
yoor  wide-spread  wines  of  anion.  We  b^in  to 
nndersand  all  this  de&non,  and  we  are  awake 
to  the  Bofferings  yon  have  instdionsly  inflicted 
upon  na  1^  the  tuianan  of  union.  If  yon  will 
not  withmraw  yoor  eiactiona,  if  yon  will  not 
Uve  with  US  upon  the  terms  of  equal  rights,  I 
ten  yon  in  Uielangaage  of  plain  truth,  to  which, 
perhaps,  yon  are  unaecastmned,  we  shall  cer- 
t^ily  jMuifrom  yon,  and  part,  I  bxap^  in  peace. 


Then  you  may  hug  to  yourselves  your  darling 
American  system;  then  yon  may  tax  your 
people  to  your  hearts' content ;  and  then,  if  you 
choose,  you  may  take  to  yonrsdves  other  gods ; 
but,  as  for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the 
Lora  of  Liberty,  and  all  the  people  of  the  Sontti 
shall  ory,  amen. 

Fbidat,  June  16. 

Mr.  SuTHBBLAim  resumed  his  aivument  in 
support  of  the  protective  system,  which  he  in- 
sisted had  had  its  origin  in  Virginia.  In  sup- 
port of  this  poution  he  made  luve  quotations 
from  the  Kumiond  Enquirer  ana  the  writings 
<xr  Mr.  Jeflbraon.  He  adverted  to  the  put 
taken  by  Georgia  at  the  tdme  the  oonatitntlrai 
was  adopted,  and  contrasted  it  with  the  course 
taken  by  her  representatives  on  the  present 
occasion.  He  commented  npon  the  amount 
protection  enjoyed  by  Southern  commodities, 
and  applied  the  arguments  advanced  by  the 
opponents  of  the  system  to  this  branch  of  legis- 
lative protection,  insisting  that  if  they  would 
consent  to  remove  the  protecting  duty  on  cot- 
ton, the  Northern  manufacturers  could  get  the 
Pemambuco  cotton  in  abundance  and  on  veiy 
advantageous  terms.  He  inveighed  agsdnst  the 
poffltions  taken  by  Sonthem  gentiemen  as  not 
going  to  modiiy,  but  ntterly  to  destroy  the  pro- 
tective system,  and  with  ft  tiie  entire  mass  of 
manufactures  at  the  North.  As  to  a  seoesMon 
of  Geoigia,  he  would  not  ask  the  gentleman 
frx)m  that  State  (Mr.  Ola.tton)  to  stay  in  the 
Union  because  he  knew  he  would  stay,  and 
could  not  do  oth«*wise  oondstently  with  bis 
own  interest  He  dosed  his  remarks  with  a 
strong  impression  (tf  his  own  attachment  to  the 
Union,  and  detemunation  to  abide  by  it  to  the 
nttermost. 

Mr.  Lbwis,  of  Alabama,  said :  Mr.  Chairman, 
in  this  examination  of  the  oonstitntionality  of 
the  tuifi^  I  foel  bound  to  vindicate  our  anoes* 
ton  from  the  charge  of  antborizing,  in  the  con- 
stitution, a  mo^fication  of  the  principle 
which  produced  the  revolution.  Who  can  nHt* 
nesa  the  present  stru^le  of  the  Sonthem  States 
for  their  constitutional  rights,  without  being 
stradE  with  the  identity  of  the  contest  which 
the  American  colonies  waged  witii  Great  Brit- 
ain !  Sir,  the  history  of  the  two  periods  may 
be  written  in  almost  tiie  same  words — unconsti- 
tutional oppression  on  the  part  of  both  Govern- 
ments; increasing  discontent  among  the  op- 
pressed portion,  first  manifested  in  petitions, 
and  afterwards  assuming  the  bolder  language 
of  remonstrance.  How  long  have  the  Sonthem 
States,  in  tiieir  devotkm  to  the  Union,  b^^ed 
and  implored  tiieir  ri^tst  They  have  peti- 
tioned and  remonstrated  until  their  remon- 
strances have  been  treated  with  contempt." 
So  far  from  producing  any  effect,  their  burdens 
have  been  increased ;  and  while  the  majority 
are  buying  np  the  different  sections  ot  the 
Union  by  the  plnndor  of  the  South,  and  are 
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gradnally  extending  the  circle  of  their  power, 
are  insultingly  told  we  mast  submit  to  their 
oppressions  because  thej  are  a  majority.  Sir^ 
the  nnanimity  of  the  British  Parliament  in 
passing  the  stamp  act  was  greater  than  that 
which  has  imposed  on  xa  onr  hardens.  There 
were  but  two  or  three  individnaU  who  had  the 
courage  to  vote  agdiut  the  passage  of  that  bill, 
and  yet  oar  ancestors  darea  to  l£l»k  it  anoon- 
stitutional,  and,  in  the  face  of  "  an  armed  tyr- 
anny," to  resist  its  ezecatton. 

Sir,  there  is  an  infataalion  in  power  which 
makes  it  insensible  to  the  rigns  of  increamng 
discontent  which  are  everywhere  gathering 
aronnd.  Gentlemen  on  tlus  floor  beueve  that 
the  excitement,  if  not  the  oppontion  to  this 
system  in  the  Soath,  is  confined  to  Sooth  Caro- 
lina ;  and  that  it  has  been  produced  there  by 
disaffected  politicians.  Sir,  this  is  the  very 
language  of  Uie  royal  proclamations  in  relation 
to  Haasaohosetts.  She  was  denounced  for  her 
disafl^ML  and  the  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  the 
other  colonies  were  played  off  in  contrast  with 
what  was  called  her  '^rehdlions  8|^rit."  It 
was  considered  imd  treated  as  a  Uaasachusetts 
excitement,  ontQ  the  whole  continent  was  in  a 
blaze.  The  feeling  of  old  Fanenil  Hall  became 
the  sentiment  of  sJl  America :  *'  That  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament  had  no  right  to  tax  the  colonies 
for  the  benefit  of  the  mother  country ;  and  if 
the  colonies  once  abandoned  the  right  to  tax 
tiiemselves,  and  suffered  Parliament  to  tax  them 
at  discretion,  they  were  no  longer  free."  Let 
gentlemen  not  deceive  themselves  into  a  belief 
uiat  the  other  Sonthem  States  can  or  will  sepa- 
rate from  Soath  Oarolina  in  the  coming  struggle 
for  their  common  rights,  whatever  apparent 
difference  there  may  be  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  this  straggle  shall  commence. 

Sir,  the  first  canse  of  offence  to  the  colonies 
was  the  imposition  of  a  duty,  or,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  has  well  expressed  it,  a  tariff 
on  West  India  produce  coming  into  the  colonial 
ports.  This  was  resented  as  an  attempt  to  force 
the  colonies  to  carry  on  their  trade  with  the 
West  Indies  through  the  mother  country.  It 
was  denounced  as  a  measure  which  would  make 
the  commerce  of  the  States  tributary  to  the 
oommerce  of  Old  England.  We  denounce  the 
tariff  on  the  Ytry  principle  that  it  makes  the 
Southern  States  tnbataty  to  Uie  manufactures 
of  New  England.  The  ol^Jeot  of  the  British 
Government  then  was  to  rmtrict  the  trade  of 
the  colonies  to  Old  England :  the  object  of  this 
Gkivemment  is  to  restrict  the  trade  en  the  Bcmth 
to  New  Epgland.  The  only  difference  the 
paralld  is,  that  the  colonies  were  confined  to 
the  best  market  on  earth,  while  it  is  attempted 
to  confine  the  Sonthem  States  to  a  market 
which  requires  of  them  a  discriminating  duty, 
averaging  forty-live  per  cent.,  to  make  it  equal 
to  the  other  markets  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Cbainnw,  it  would  he  a  matter  of  snr- 
irrise  to  one  who  has  witnessed  the  patience 
with  which  the  Sootheni  States  have  anhmitted 
to  the  heavy  and  inivea^ng  exactions  of  the 


tariff  laws,  to  be  informed  that  their  imme^ 
ancestors,  not  more  than  fifty-odd  jetn  im 
had  refflsted,  with  their  lives,  an  inotmder&ble 
tax  on  stamped  paper,  and  a  threepence  duty 
on  tea.  Sir,  the  amount  of  tbese  oppressioti! 
was  indeed  trifling,  compared  with  those  nnda 
which  the  Sonthem  States  have  BabmiUedfor 
the  last  twelve  jean.  Tea  waa  a  iMfctip 
drank  only  by  the  rich ;  and  the  do^  '"■P"'^ 
was  of  the  lightest  revenue  oharacter.  Wtit 
is  onr  present  conditiwi  I  We  are  taxed  tc 
every  article  of  necessary  consnmpticffl,  impon- 
ed  from  abroad,  not  threepence,  bnt  to  an  ita- 
age  of  forty-five  per  cent. ;  not  on  the  Inxona 
of  life  which  are  used  by  the  rich,  bat  upon  tht 
sugar, '  the  salt,  the  iron,  the  flaimels,  tk 
blankets,  even  the  implements  of  labw  Kith 
which  the  industrious  poor  earn  tbeir  imd. 
Sir,  is  there  any  difference  in  princijde  vMd 
consecrates  the  oppressions  which  we  dov  en- 
dare !  None.  Evuy  Southern  State  has  it- 
dared  tiiem  unjust  and  uHMMutitotioiul,  tad, 
therefore,  a  palpable  nsarpation  of  tiieir  r^; 
end  it  remuns  to  he  mn  whether  tbef  tS 
disgrace  their  fathers  by  eventual  sabodBM 
to  unauthorized  expression. 

Hr.  Chairman,  the  great  prind.plewluclipTO' 
doced  tiie  revolution,  whatever  modificationi 
may  have  assumed  in  the  different  acts  tS  M- 
ish  oppression,  waa  a  denial  of  the  ri^^t,  a- 
serted  by  the  British  Crown,  of  taxation  vitit- 
out  representation.  Tliatdenid  meant  notlik 
more  nor  less  than  the  assertion  of  tbii  gro: 
conservative  principle  of  E^gjish  liber^,  dx 
taxation  must  be  by  the  consent  of  those  «t« 
pay  the  taxes,  or,  in  othe^  words,  that  the  st^ 
plies  can  he  voted  only  by  those  who  paj  ihia 
Sir,  that  single  prindple  is  worth,  in  pnctix 
more  than  all  the  constitations  under  the  sa 
I  defy  the  tyrant's  power  if  yoajriTe  mtii 
nght  to  withhold  his  sapplies.  what  an  b 
armies,  his  navies,  his  dangeons,  his  gnillotiK 
without  money,  which  has  been  called  tt: 
sinew  of  war,  and  which  is  equally  the  satf 
of  oppression  ?  Gut  it  in  twam,  and  the  ino 
of  power  is  unnerved.  Withhold  the  scp- 
plies,  and  you  pot  a  check  on  the  most  doc- 
mined  oppression,  by  teaching  the  tyrant  !i< 
absolute  dependence  on  the  petntle.  Itisii^ 
and  this  only,  which  haSfthronrasoioanf 
wrestled  Engliah  liberty  fixasL  ma  iron  gnqxif 
her  kmes  and  her  nobuitr.  Our  anoeston  V 
lieved  mey  had  embodied  this  fine  conceptiic 
of  Anglo-Saxon  liberty  in  our  constitntioD,  fci 

{irovidiiu|  that  all  revenue  hills  shall  (tn^MU 
n  the  House  of  B^resentativ^  the  popoli' 
branch  of  our  Legislature;  and,  to  guard  sciis^ 
oppressive  sectional  taxation,  they  provided  tLi: 
all  duties,  imposts,  and  ennses  should  be  uni- 
form throughout  the  United  States.  £v  a  \^ 
version  of  the  spirit  of  this  last-mentioned  [f<'- 
vision,  even  under  a  most  rigid  and  jesaiti>i 
adherence  to  its  form,  the  prmciple  that  thi)<e 
who  pay  the  taxes  ^>all  vote  the  supplies,  hs-' 
been  completely,  and  to  all  practical  purpoetf, 
inverted;  and  those  who  pf^ no tazeS)  bat vto 
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are  botintled  hj  taxation,  ezclnsively  exercise 
the  right  of  imposing  the  taxes.  Sir,  I  would 
ask  what  agency  the  Southern  States  have  had 
in  passing  a  revenue  bill  since  1816.  Have  not 
the  representatives  from  those  States,  ahnost 
"en  moMdy"  voted  against  every  revenue 
measure  since  that  period ;  while  the  represent- 
atives from  the  Korthem  States,  to  whom,  by 
their  own  admissions,  tbe  collection  of  taxes  by 
imports  operates  aa  a  boonty,  have  forced 
their  revenue  laws  on  the  Soath  without  her 
consent  t  Has  not  each  snocessire  tariff  been 
ia  the  nature  of  a  new  and  direct  eontribntioiif 
levied  by  one  section  of  the  Union  on  the  labor 
<^  the  other  f  Sir,  ia  not  the  South  practically 
mirepresented  on  Uiia  floor,  on  all  questions  of 
taxation )  Do  not  the  tax  receivers,  instead  of 
the  tax  payers,  fix  the  amount  of  the  taxes  i 
Of  what  avail  have  been  the  speeches,  the  re- 
monstrances, and  even  the  votes  of  Southern 
members  agunst  the  determined  efforts  of  a 
m^ority,  wno  were  intent  in  imposing  burdens 
on  the  South  ?  Has  the  presence  of  Southern 
members  had  any  other  effect,  during  this 
solemn  mockery  of  Southern  rights,  than  to 
give  the  semblance  of  deliberatton  to  predeter- 
mined injustice,  and  to  make  themselves  instru- 
mental, in  appearance,  to  their  own  oppressions  f 
Sir,  the  British  Parliament,  to  cloak  their  injus- 
tice, offered,  throogh  Dr.  Franklih,  to  give  the 
colonies  a  representation  in  proportion  to  tiieir 
nambers.  That  sagacious  statesman  had  the 
good  sense  to  rcgect  the  proposal ;  telling  them 
that  such  representation  would  be  a  minority 
in  Parliament,  too  weak  to  resist  any  scheme 
of  injustice,  and  thus  delusion  would  be  added 
to  oppression.  I  ask  if  the  Southern  States, ' 
with  tneir  present  representation  on  this  floor, 
are  not  in  precisely  the  same  situation  in  which 
the  colonies  woold  have  been  placed  with  their 
nondnal  representation  in  Farfiament. 

yje.  Ohairman,  I  propose,  very  briefly,  to  take 
a  financial  view  of  the  amount  of  burdens  im- 
posed on  the  Sonthem  States,  and  of  the  un- 
equal expenditure  of  the  revenue  collected  by 
imposts.  Sir,  by  an  examination  of  this  propo- 
sition, we  shul  be  enabled  to  estimate  the  rela- 
tive amount  of  freedom  which  we  ei\joy  under 
the  present  action  of  this  Government.  Per- 
sonal rights  are  at  thi\  day  secure  throu^out 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  taxation  la  the 
only  true  measure  of  liberty.  In  mder  ages, 
the  whip,  the  chain,  and  the  dungeon,  were  the 
instroments  of  oppre^on ;  but  tbe  tyranny  of 
modem  times  oonaista  almost  exclusively  in  an 
invOi^on  of  the  rights  of  property,  and  not  the 
rifl^ts  of  person.  Taxation  is  the  subtle  process 
watch  increases  power,  while  it  destroys  the 
means  of  remsting  it.  Complete  slavery  con- 
sists in  the  right,  on  the  part  of  the  master  or 
the  Qovemment,  to  the  whole  labor  of  the 
slave,  and  the  degrees  of  cdavery  can  be  fixed 
only  by  the  relative  amount  of  contribntion 
levied  upon  the  labor  of  the  individual.  Sir, 
measure  the  rights  of  the  Sonthera  planter  by 
this  standard,  uid  what  snpraiority  A  freedom 
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do  yon  assign  him  over  the  subjects  of  tbe 
English,  French,  or  Spanish  monarchies!  It  is 
true,  the  whip  is  not  on  our  backs,  nor  the 
chains  on  our  arms.  The  English,  French,  or 
^ani^  subjects  can  say  as  much,  and  more. 
Ilach  of  them  can  exult  in  the  declaration  that 
his  Government  levies  a  smaller  contribution 
on  his  yearly  income,  than  the  joint  action  of 
the  State  and  Federal  Governments  levies  on 
the  income  of  the  Southon  planter.  Shr,  I 
invite  a  comparison  between  tiie  amount  of 
taxes  paid  by  the  Southern  planter,  and  the 
amount  paid  by  the  population  of  Great  Britain, 
France|,  or  Spain.  If  we  con^der  the  taxation 
of  the  Sonth  m  the  twofold  aspect  of  the  quan- 
tity collected,  and  the  small  portion  returned  to 
them  in  the  shape  of  Government  expenditure, 
the  history  of  uie  world  does  not  present  an 
instance  of  such  a  perpetual  and  exhausting 
drain.  'Hie  resources  of  no  other  country  on 
earth  could  have  borne  it  half  the  time.  The 
reason  that  wo  are  not  reduced  to  the  condition 
of  beggars  and  lazaroni,  like  a  portion  of  the 
popidation  of  Europe,  is  not  that  we  are  less 
tax-rid^  Uian  the  most  oppressed  of  them,  but 
becaose  <tf  the  abondanoe  and  fertility  chT  our 
Iwida,  and  the  ine^ianstible  value  of  our  staples, 
which  gives  a  larger  income  to  our  labor  than 
is  enjoyed  by  any  other  people  under  the  son. 

Bat,  Ur.  Chairman,  how  does  this  inequalfily 
(rf  expenditure  swell  Into  amount  of  expression, 
when  we  consider  &cts  as  they  are :  tiiat  the 
section  receiving  so  small  a  portion  of  expendi- 
ture pays  two-tbirds  of  the  whole  revenne  of 
the  Government  ?  Sir,  to  sum  up  the  whole 
suffering  of  the  Sonth,  I  would  not  confine  it 
either  to  t^e  tariff  or  to  internal  improvement ; 
but  to  the  joint  action  of  collecting  and  disbnrs- 
ing  the  revenue^  by  which  the  Southern  States 
pay  five  dollars  into  the  Treasury,  and  get  one 
out ;  while  the  Northern  States  pay  one  in,  and 
get  five  out. 

"iSi.  ChEurman,  the  honorable  gentieman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  MoDumx)  has,  I  think, 
conclusively  proven  that  a  duty  of  forty-five 
per  cent,  upon  those  articles  which  we  take  in 
exchange  for  our  cotton  is  equivalent  to  an 
ez^ort  duty  of  forty-five  per  cent,  on  our  cot- 
ton. Tins  proposition  has  been  denied,  but  not 
disproven.  Gentiemen  on  the  other  side  have 
not  even  attempted  to  meet  the  argument ;  nor 
can  it  be  met.  Sir,  it  is  not  contended  that  we 
receive  forty-five  per  cent,  leas  in  money  for 
onr  cotton  than  we  wonld  have  received  if 
there  had  been  no  duty ;  bat  that  onr  oottoa 
loses  its  relative  value  in  the  mark»tB  of  the 
world  by  the  very  fact,  that,  by  datiea,  you  add 
forty-five  per  cent,  to  the  price  of  those  articles 
which  we  take  in  exchange  for  our  cotton.  1^, 
this  is  a  consequence  which  the  cotton  plant- 
er cannot  avoid.  His  cotton  will  purchase 
fewer  of  those  articles  which  are  enhanced  in 
price  by  a  forty-five  per  cent.  duty.  If  he  sells 
his  cotton  for  money,  that  money  will  purohase 
forty-five  per  oent.  less  on  aooonnt  of  dnties  to 
that  amooDt  on  the  artielea  which  he  wishes  to 
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purchase.  Sir,  for  all  practical  purposes,  the 
GoTemment  had  jast  as  well  take  fortj-five  out 
of  every  hundred  bales  of  my  cotton,  and  make 
a  present  of  it,  before  my  face,  to  the  mannfiao- 
torer,  as  to  compel  me,  by  an  impost  daty,  to 
pi^  him  forty-flve  per  cent,  more  for  hia  mann- 
ootnrea  than  I  abonld  have  given  him  hat  for 
the  duty ;  or  to  pay  forty-five  per  orait.  at  tba 
custom  house  for  his  benefit,  when  I  import 
Boch  articles  as  he  mannfactares.  An  ii^nstioe 
is  shared  by  the  whole  population  of  the  Sonth, 
whose  consumption  is  made  dearer  by  datles. 
while  the  price  of  their  labor  is  not  enhanced 
in  a  corresponding  degree, 

Ur.  Chairman,  we  have  been  told  that  a 
repeal  of  this  system  will  prostrate  the  produc- 
tive labor  and  capital  of  the  North.  Sir,  is  not 
this  an  admission  of  the  absolute  dependence  of 
the  North  upon  the  bounties  which  they  are  per- 
mitted by  this  Government  to  levy  on  the 
South  ?  If  the  manufacturers  cannot  live  with- 
out these  coDtribntions  on  Southern  labor,  can 
we  he  expected  to  sustain  ourselves  xmder  such 
perpetual  exactions?  Sir,  at  the  formation  of  this 
Government,  the  South  was  rich  and  the  North 
poor.  Now  the  scene  is  changed ;  and  while 
the  North  is  prosperous  beyond  example,  the 
States  of  Virgmia,  North  Carolina,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia,  present  the  appearance  of  so 
many  conc^uered  and  plundered  provinces. 

The  agricoltural  interest  of  the  South  is,  at 
this  time,  much  more  depressed  than  the  mann- 
fiicturing  interest  of  the  North.  If  this  be  not 
a  system  of  seoticHial  ^nnder,  let  gentlemoi 
l^y  oat  their  own  pmudples,  by  ^visg  to 
ofthera  what  they  claim  £or  themselves.  Sir, 
are  not  the  rights  of  the  cotton  planter  as  sacred 
as  those  of  tbemann&ctnrerf  Is  he  not  equally 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  a  Government, 
one-half  whose  revenue  is  collected  upon  the 
eotton  trade  alone  f  Has  he  not  been  for  years 
tributary-  to  the  mannfactarer  t  And  woold 
the  forty-five  per  cent  bomxty  on  cotton  be 
any  thing  more  than  the  contribution  he  now 
famishes  to  the  mannfactarer  f  Sir,  if  gentle- 
men refuse  to  place  the  cotton  grower  on  a 
footing  with  the  favored  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, they  need  not  be  snrprued  if  a  sense  of 
inlastice  and  oppression  should  drive  him  to 
withhold  from  tms  Government  that  contribu- 
tion which  it  has  so  long  and  so  nnjnst^  levied 
on  his  indastiy. 

Mr.  Ohairman,  tiie  crisis  has  at  length  arrived 
when  this  question  must  be  settled  on  a  per- 
manent basis.  The  Southern  people  have  looked 
with  delight  to  the  payment  of  tne  public  debt, 
as  a  period  when  they  might  expect  some  idle- 
viation  of  their  burdens.  There  is  no  longer 
an  excnse  or  pretext  for  continuing  the  present 
rate  of  duties,  except  for  the  single  purpose  of 
making  the  South  tributary  to  the  North.  We 
have  borne,  patiently^  our  uneqnal  burdens  in 
discharging  a  debt  mourred  in  oar  common 
defence,  and  we  now  deonaad  of  yon  to  lessen 
our  taxes  to  the  amoont  annodly  p^d  in  the 
disdiarge  d  that  debt  Partakuig  m  the  oom- 


mon  feeling  of  our  countrymen,  in  sati^actKMi 
at  an  event  which  has  freed  the  GovernmeBt 
from  pecuniary  obligatitm,  we  call  upon  yon  to 
adjust  your  revenue  to  the  legitimate  wants 
of  the  Government.  This  great  natiooal  jubilee^ 
which  is  hailed  with  Joy  by  tiie  lovcm  at  free- 
dom thrdoghont  tiie  world,  and  whii^  wiD  be 
dted  in  after  times  to  the  honor  of  repnWiean 
Qoronment.  brings  no  relief  to  as  if  oar  exac- 
tions are  to  he  continued.   Sir,  do  we  ask  too 
much  in  calling  for  a  redaction  of  onr  taxes  to 
the  fiscal  demands  of  the  Qovemmentt  The 
subjects  of  European  despotism  wonM  have  at 
least  this  claim  on  the  hamaail7  of  their  sover- 
eign. We  are  willing  to  contribute  onr  doe  por- 
tion of  revenue  to  support  the  Govemm^t.  This 
we  will  yield  in  no  ni^ard  or  reluctant  spirit. 
Should  any  portion  of  our  conmion  ooontry,  even 
^at  portion  of  which  we  havemost  oonse  of  com- 
plaint, require  our  defence^  it  irill  be  fiuniahed 
without  oalonlation  of  ooBt  or  eaueqiwDoee.  The 
same  spirit  which  muted  our  &&era  andled  them 
to  victory,  shall  animate  their  sons,  and  in  the 
common  cause  we  will  forget  our  past  diffa- 
ences.     But,  sir,  with  these  feelings,  which  I 
know  pervade  mo  whole  Southern  conntrr,  I 
E^onld  be  acting  uncandidly,  did  I  not  state 
that  nothing  short  of  a  practical  abandonment 
of  the  principle  of  protection  can  or  oo^t  to 
satisfy  the  wounded  feelings  of  the  Sooth.  The 
repeal  of  the  duties  on  the  unprotected  articles 
which  forms  the  basis  of  the  preset  bill,  will 
never  he  considered  a  fur  a4ju8tnient  of  Has 
questdon.  It  has  been  no  part  ai  onr  complaiBt 
tnat  revenue  duties  should  be  levied  <m  those 
articles  which  are  not  mannfactored  in  Qus 
country.  Such  artides  are  mostiy  loxories  eoa- 
Bumed  by  the  rich,  and  are  the  most  le^tinutta 
sul^jects  of  revenue,  because  tiie  duties  on  then 
are  borne  equally  by  all  who  consume  them.  Our 
oomplfunt  has  been  that  protecting  duties  have 
been  levied  on  those  articles  which  are  manu&c- 
tured  in  one  portion  of  our  country,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  the  price  of  manufacturing  labor ; 
and  that^  while  those  duties  operate  as  a  tax  oa 
the  South,  they  operate  as  a  bounty  on  the  North. 
This  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  whole 
controversy ;  and  if  you  take  the  dntiee  off  of 
wines,  silks,  tea&  spice^  and  saoh  oOier  InxQ- 
ries,  and  throw  the  whole  burden  ot  the  revenus 
on  salt,  iron,  cotton,  and  woollen  good^  and 
such  other  necessaries  of  lift  as  are  cousomed 
to  the  Sonth  and  manufkctured  to  the  North, 
you  not  only  relieve  that  section  from  the  wh^e 
burden  of  taxation,  but  you  make  the  labor  of 
the  South  tributary  to  the  North. 

Sir,  we  concede  much  to  the  mana£Bctnring 
interest,  when  we  concede  the  collection  of  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  Government  by  a  regular 
ad  valorem  duty  on  imports.  Under  any  nu^- 
fication  of  imposts,  the  princijpal  harden  most 
always  fall  on  the  South,  whose  productions 
enter  munly  into  the  foreign  trade  of  the  coun- 
try. By  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  Wayi  and  Means,  we  propose  to  cdTe  yon  a 
permanent  protection,  arising  from  the  revenoe 
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duty  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent  on  all  your 
mannfftctnres,  besides  the  protection  joa  eqjoy 
in  Qm  ezpenae  of  transportation  and  oommis- 
sioQS  on  tne  fore^  article.  Sir,  thirty  years 
ago,  when  your  manofaotures  were  in  their 
infimcy,  six  and  eight  per  cent,  were  considered 
a  Bnffioient  tax  on  the  rest  of  the  oommonity  for 
their  sapport.  Twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  pro- 
tection at  the  es^ense  of  the  South  is  more 
than  any  Sonthem  planter  realizes  from  his 
capital.  It  should  be  recollected,  in  adjusting 
this  compromise,  that  we  take  no  acconnt  of 
the  millions  <^  dollars  which  have  already  been 
wrong  from  the  impoTeriBhed  Sonth,  to  hnild 
up  the  mannftotoring  industry  and  prosperity 
of  the  ITorth.  Strict  and  rij^d  jnstioe  would 
require  that,  in  r^nming  to  a  lair  system  of 
revenue,  the  manufacturers  sfaoold  contribnte  as 
maoii  to  the  Boath,  aa  they  have  heretofore 
exacted  from  her. 

!N£r.  Chairman,  it  has  been  urged  that  any 
reduction  of  duties  should  be  ^adnal,  so  as  to 
injure,  as  little  as  possible,  the  mterests  of  those 
who  have  vested  their  capital  in  masuiaotures, 
under  the  implied  fiuth  of  the  Government  to 
continue  its  policy  of  protection.  I  cheertiilly 
yield  to  this  suggestion,  although  my  consti- 
tuents have  large  interests  invested  in  agricul- 
ture, under  the  pledge  from  this  Qoveroment 
that  their  rights  or  property  shonld  not  he 
violated  by  appropriating  any  part  of  its 
proceeds  to  any  other  purpose  than  to  carry 
into  e£feot  the  constitutional  powws  of  the 
GovMnment.  No  one  has  proposed,  and  I  hope 
no  one  from  the  South  will  propose,  a  sodden 
reduction.  If  gentiemen  require  it,  let  them 
take  three,  five,  or  even  seven  years,  provided 
they  will  at  last  come  down  to  the  legitimate 
wants  of  the  Gk>vemmettt.  Let  us,  however, 
see  through  this  long  vista  of  time  some  prospect 
of  retnrmng  liberty  and  justice ;'  some  peri<»  in 
the  distant  perspective,  at  which  tbey  will 
restore  to  us  onr  long-lost  rights.  The  Phila- 
delphia Free  Trade  0<mvention,  speaking  in 
the  name  of  the  Sooth,  have  assumed  the  gromid 
that,  under  a  gradual  reduction,  the  system 
of  protection  must  ultimately  be  abandoned. 
While  I  profess  myself  willing  to  vote  for  any 
real  and  bona  Jtde  redaction,  I  must  be  allowed 
to  say  that,  if  the  Southern  people  abandon  the 
position  assumed  by  that  convention,  they  are 
not  only  the  slavesj  hut  the  willing  slaves  of 
manufacturing  avance  and  oppression. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  attempted  to  discuss 
this  subject  with  that  freedom  which  its  impor- 
tance demands.  I  should  not  have  acted  with 
candor,  had  I  characterized  the  <^preerion  of 
which  we  complain,  in  terms  of  more  measured 
indignation.  Sir,  I  have  not  intended  to  give 
offence  to  any  one  on  ttus  floor  by  any  thing 
that  I  have  sud.  How  much  soever  I  may 
differ  with  gentlemen,  my  associations  here  have 
given  me  a  feeling  of  personal  respect  and  kind- 
ness towards  many  with  whom  I  shall,  prob- 
ably, alwf^s  disagree  in  opinion  on  this  qnes- 
tion.  Sni^  gentlraun  will  ^ve  me  cre^t  when 
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I  aay  that  the  Southern  pec^le  value  the  TTnion 
as  mach  as  any  other  portion  of  onr  common 
country:  but  they  value  their  liberties  still 
more.  They  will  abandon  the  Union  only  in 
the  last  stru^le  for  their  rights ;  and  when  it 
is  gone,  they  will  have  no  cause  to  upbrtdd 
themselves.  They  have  not  asked,  nor  will  they 
ask,  any  &vors,  or  bounties,  or  privileges  at 
your  hands ;  they  claim  but  the  nght  to  enjoy 
the  proceeds  of  their  honest  labor.  In  their 
name,  I  invoke  you,  b^  the  blood  of  our  com- 
mon ancestors,  by  the  mdependence  which  they 
straggled  to  achieve,  by  the  emblems  of  liberty 
which  anmnmd  ua,  by  the  stars  and  stripes  <i 
onr  national  banner,  suffer  us  to  remidn  in  the 
TTnion,  not  as  slaves,  but  as  freemen,  paying  no 
other  tribute  than  tuat  which  we  owe  to  our 
common  country. 

Satubdat,  June  16. 

The  Segitter  of  DtbaU*. 

Kr.  £.  EvEBET^  from  the  Library  Oommit- 
tee,  offered  the  following  resolution ; 

Retolved,  That  the  order  of  this  House  for  a  sub- 
scription  for  the  first  three  volumes  of  Ooles  and 
Seatoa'a  Register  of  Debates,  be  extended  to  the 
volume  which  has  since  been  published,  and  to  the 
volumes  irbich  may  hereafter  be  pablished  oS  the 
aforesud  work. 

Mr.  FoBTBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  striking  out  so  much  of  it  as  re- 
ferred to  the  volumes  to  be  pablished  hereafter. 
He  thought  the  resolution  had  at  first  been 
adopted  in  rather  a  hasty  and  precipitate  man- 
ner. It  appeared,  however,  that  on  the  faith 
of  it  the  publishers  hod  gone  on  to  print  an- 
other volume  of  debates.  He  did  not  wish 
that  they  should  be  losers,  and  he  was  willing 
to  go  as  far  as  the  volume  which  had  been 
printed.  But  he  was  i^Kwed  to  granting  fifty 
or  one  huidred  tbaaaand  dollars  a  year  to  any- 
body. 

Mr.  EvxHRT  stated,  that  when  the  original 

res<^ution  had  been  moved,  it  had  been  unc^r- 
stood  by  some  members  of  Congress,  and  among 
them  a  very  distinguished  member,  now  in  the 
other  House,  as  amounting  to  a  standing  sub- 
scription for  this  work,  aa  it  should  come  out 
from  year  to  year.  There  had,  however,  been 
some  doubt  on  this  subject  on  the  part  of  the 
Committee  of  Accounts,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  last  volume  of  the  work  had  not 
been  taken,  and  remained  on  the  hands  of  the 
publishers.  Mr.  E.  observed  that  the  work 
was,  in  its  nature,  continuoua  The  debates  in 
the  Honse  proceeded;  and  if  it  was  proper 
that  a  recora  of  them  should  be  preserved  at 
all,  the  record  ought  to  continue  with  the  de-  - 
bate.  It  was  important  that  the  people  should 
have  an  opportanity  of  knowing  what  had 
passed  in  that  House,  and  that  they  should 
have  some  record  of  its  proceedings  to  turn  to. 
The  amount  of  the  subscription  was  not  large, 
and  as  the  reeolotiai  had  beea  passed  almost 
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tinauimoasly,  (many  gentlemen  had  voted  in  its 
favor,  whom  Mr.  K  never  knew  to  vote  for  any 
other  of  the  kind,)  the  publishers  had  made 
preparation  to  go  further,  and  had  printed  an- 
other volome  of  their  work.  He  hoped  there 
would  be  no  ot^eoUon  to  adopting  the  reso- 
IntioiL 

Mr.  FoBTBB  was  glad  that  the  present  resolu- 
tion had  been  brought  forward.  Donbts,  it 
seemed,  had  been  felt  respecting  the  extent  and 
proper  constrnotjon  of  the  original  resolution, 
and  that  now  offered  was  intended  to  remove 
all  doubt  on  the  subject.  This  was  very  right. 
He  had  not  been  a  member  when  the  first  reso- 
lution passed,  but  if  the  interpretation  of  gen- 
tlemen was  correct,  he  could  not  but  think  that 
a  former  Congress  had  gone  very  far  in  com- 
mitting this  Government  to  all  ages  for  the 
support  of  a  work  of  this  description.  The 
flutn  of  the  nation  was  said  t«  have  been 
pledged^and  the  House  committed  for  all  fntan 
time.  Tlus  was  the  proper  ocoarion  for  the 
House  to  say  whether  it  so  understood  the 
resolution.  If  tiie  subscription  was  to  be 
stopped,  now  was  Ute  time  to  stop  it.  The 
genueman,  however,  had  observed  that  the 
resolution  had  been  passed  almost  unanimously. 
Yes :  no  doubt.  The  House  seldom  refused  to 
snbscribe  for  any  publication,  be  it  what  it 
might,  which  was  intended  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  its  own  members.  If  a  work  was 
for  somebody  else,  they  would  consider,  and 
might  posubly  have  somples ;  but  if  it  was  for 
themadveB,  all  scruples  were  at  an  end,  and  a 
motion  to  subscribe  would  pass  almost  unani- 
mooaly. 

Mr.  Folk  stud  that,  on  learning  that  th^ 
had  been  some  doubt  as  to  the  proper  construe- 
tion  to  be  given  to  the  resolution  originally 
passed,  he  had  requested  of  the  Clerk  to  see  the 
words  of  that  resolution,  and  on  reading  them, 
all  doubt  vanished.  There  was  no  room  on 
which  a  doubt  could  rest  [Here  Mr.  P.  read 
the  resolution.]  The  resolution  extended  to 
the  debates  of  two  sesdons  only.  It  contained 
no  pledge,  nor  any  thing  like  a  pledge.  The 
question  was  perfectly  open,  and,  unless  some 
other  resolution  had  pa^ed,  it  was  impossible 
that  the  pnldiahers  could  have  supposed  that 
the  Honae  was  in  any  manner  bound.  3£r.  F. 
said  it  was  his  c^inion  that  tiie  resolotiou  onght 
not  to  pass,  bat  that,  if  it  did  pass,  the  amend- 
ment ought  first  to  be  adopted.  He  condnded 
by  moving  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amend- 
ment upon  the  table ;  but  withdrew  the  motion 
at  the  request  of 

Hr.  ArtAMH,  who  observed,  that  with  respect 
to  the  oridnal  resolution  he  had  nothing  to 
say,  as  he  had  not  then  been  a  member  of  the 
House.  He  was,  however,  extremely  glad  that 
such  a  resolution  did  pass.  From  tiie  lan- 
guage of  the  resolution,  it  certainly  appeared 
to  him  to  contain  no  pledge  for  any  future  sub- 
floription.  But  he  wiuied  that  tide  present  reso- 
lution might  pass  apon  its  own  merits.  It  was 
fit  and  proper  that  members  of  the  House 
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should  have  an  opportonity  to  know  what  had 
been  done  heretofore.  He  believed  that  there 
was  scarcely  a  member  of  the  House  who  had 
not,  on  the  occasion  of  the  debate  which  «t  this 
time  ocoopies  the  Hoosei  and  which  so  deeply 
agitates  the  nation,  reomred  to  this  raoocd  ot 
the  fonner  discnsrions  in  Congresa  im  the  sanw 
snbjeot,  partioolarly  tiiose  cm  the  tariff  d  IflSS. 
This  work  may  be  oonaidered  as  the  best,  if  not 
as  the  cmly  parliamentary,  or  rather  oongre>- 
sional  history  of  this  Union ;  for,  in  time  of 
peace  at  least,  the  record  of  the  prooecdings  in 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  is  in  a  great  d^ree 
the  history  of  the  nation.  In  Great  Britam,  a 
recent  pnblication  of  the  parliamentary  debates 
formed  a  work  occupying  nearly  two  hiudred 
volumes,  each  as  large  as  those  of  the  wo^ 
now  in  question.  In  Great  Britain,  whose  peo- 
ple were  sometimes  accused  here  of  not  feeing 
the  same  powerful  interest  in  the  concerns  o? 
th^  Qovenunent  whioh  we  did,  so  mnch  in- 
terest was.enited  by  tids  work,  that  the  pah- 
lication  sustuned  itself  although  doctunents  of 
a  similar  Idnd  were  now  in  a  course  of  pnt£- 
cation,  under  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  aod 
at  the  expense  of  the  nation.  Of  the  magni- 
tude, and  extent,  and  ezpenmveneas  of  this 
publication,  any  member  of  the  House  mi^t 
form  an  idea  by  visiting  our  own  libraij,  to 
which  he  be^eved,  by  the  liberality  of  the 
printer  of  the  compilation  itself^  a  presetnt  a 
complete  set  of  it  had  very  recently  been  made. 

Barely,  if  there  was  any  thing  in  which  the 
example  of  England,  and  the  example  of  the 
British  Farliament,  should  have  weight  wifli 
us,  it  was  this.  Th9  publioirtiim  referred  to  in 
the  present  resolution  was  one  of  the  same 
kind  with  tiiatof  the  parliamentary  debates; 
but  without  the  ud  of  this  Honse,  it  must  fkiL 
The  publication  wonld  oontinue,  if  the  conntrj 
was  to  continue  with  its  present  Government 
as  he  trusted  in  God  it  would,  and  then,  here- 
after, these  very  volumes  would  be  looked  beck 
to  by  posterity  as  a  reoord  of  the  acts  and  opin- 
ions of  that  House.  He  hoped  that  any  som 
of  money  that  might  be  required  to  secure  sudt 
an  object  would  not  he  looked  to  as  a  meca 
for  rqecting  it  He  hoped  gentlemen  would 
rather  look  to  thdr  poetraity,  a^  provide  the 
means  whJoh  ahonld  eoMn  them  to  team  wluft 
their  foreEathers  had  said  and  done.  The  wotk 
was  importsnt  as  an  aid  to  the  histmy  of  the 
country.  Knoh  of  the  national  lustorT  must, 
of  course^  depend  on  what  passed  in  that 
House. 

What  is  the  meaning,  Hr.  Speaker,  of  that 
beautiful  marble  statue  over  your  clock  (point- 
ing at  the  statue)  at  the  entrance  of  this  HalL 
Sir,  it  is  the  Muse  of  History  in  her  car,  look- 
ing down  upon  the  members  of  this  Honse,  and 
reminding  tiiem  that,  as  the  hour  passes,  she  is 
in  the  attitude  of  recording  whatever  they  say 
and  do  upon  this  floor :  an  admonition  well 
worthy  of  being  remembered.  The  reporters 
at  the  ddes,  in  the  rear  of  yonr  ohair,  ate  ^ 
scribes  cS  that  ICuse  ct  History ;  and  this  psb- 
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lioation,  for  which  the  resolution  before  yon 
proposes  a  snbsoription,  is  the  real,  I  might  say 
the  living  record  of  that  historic  Mnse.  The 
publication  is  well  known  to  be  the  best  and 
mcMt  accurate  report  existing  of  the  debates  in 
OoDgress ;  and  so  Ioiuf  as  it  shall  be  oontinned, 
and,  especially,  so  weU  executed  as  H;  has  been 
hitherto,  I  most  earnestly  hope  that  the  sab- 
Bcription  for  the  Tolome^  as  they  sacceed  each 
other,  will  not  he  refhsed. 

Mr.  Spbioht  s^d,  that  if  the  question  to  be 
settled  had  been  whether  the  stete  of  knowl* 
edge  in  the  country  should  be  improved,  and 
whether  the  nation  should  have  the  means  of 
knowins  what  passed  in  that  House,  he  should 
cheerftafly  agree  to  the  resolution.   But  the 

auestion  was,  whether  Congress  should  have 
le  power  to  tax  the  people  of  this  country, 
and  appropriate  their  money  to  buy  books  for 
tiiemselves  to  read.  And  he  solemnly  protest- 
ed against  their  hsving  any  such  power  in  re- 
Bpect  to  his  constituents  for  any  such  pnrpose. 
The  practice  had  been  carried  to  a  considerable 
extent  during  the  present  session,  and  the  evil 
began  now  to  be  looked  upon  by  the  people,  as 
it  ought  to  be  looked  upon,  with  horror  and 
disgust.  There  was  not  an  individuaLin  the 
House  who  woold  go  to  a  greater  extent  with 
a  view  to  enlighten  the  people  of  this  country 
^an  he  would,  hut  he  called  upon  the  House 
to  look  at  the  precedent  they  were  setting. 
They  were  appropriating  tbtf  money  of  the 
yeomimry  of  this  land  to  buy  books  for  them- 
selves to  read  I  aud^  not  content  with  this,  they 
were  binding  Congress  to  do  the  same  thing  in 
all  ftitnre  times.  Be  agreed  with  the  gentie- 
ntan  from  Tennessee  In  the  excellent  sentiment 
he  had  expressed,  and  he  renewed  the  motion 
of  that  gentleman  to  lay  the  resolution  and 
amendment  upon  the  table.  On  which  motion 
he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  He  withdrew  the 
motion,  however,  to  oblige 

Kr.  Sdthesland,  who  said  he  was  in  favor 
of  these  books — [Here  Mr.  Speight,  speaking 
acroM,  said,  "Buy  them"] — and  he  was  in 
favor  of  buying  them,  and,  therefore,  he  was 
in  favor  of  the  resolution.  This  question  had 
been  discussed  when  Mr.  B.  had  first  come  into 
Congress.  Hr.  Sergeant,  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
in  the  Honae  at  that  time,  and  strongly  advo- 
cated the  measure.  The  gentieman  from  Ten- 
nessee (Ur.  Pole)  opposed,  and  he  (Mr.  StrmsB- 
io-Sd)  defended  uie  resolution.  The  reasons  be 
hod  given  at  that  time ;  he  thonght  them  suffi- 
cient then,  and  he  thonght  them  sufficient  now. 
Inasmuch  as  some  gentiemen  would  not  buy 
the  books  and  take  them  home,  and  show  them 
to  their  constituents,  to  inform  them  of  the 
Btate  of  public  afffurs,  some  means  should  be 
adopted  of  having  them  sent  How  else  would 
they  find  their  way  into  the  distant  parts  of 
tho  country  ?  Who  woold  buy  these  books  to 
cany  them  ont  into  Arkansas?  The  gentie- 
man from  North  Carolina,  he  would  venture  to 
Bay,  had  not  carried  them  into  hia  put  of  the 
oonntry. 

Til.  XL— 47 


[Mr.  Speight  made  some  explanation,  which 
was  not  heard,  but  it  was  believed  to  be  that 
he  did  liot  take  the  books.] 

Hi.  S.  resumed.  If  the  gentieman  had  not 
taken  the  books,  he  was  a  rare  exception  to  a 
^neral  rule ;  for  he  had  long  observed  that, 
in  all  these  oaaea,  however  zeuondy  gentiemen 
might  oppose  such  a  resolntion  as  this,  they 
took  the  books  notwithstanding.  Thus  they 
had  a  double  advantage:  they  got  both  the 
books  and  the  credit  of  refusiog  them.  Mr.  S. 
wished  to  see  them  sent  abroad,  and  placed  in 
the  libraries  of  the  country.  If^  on  arriying  at 
home,  any  genUemau^s  conscience  should  re- 
buke him  for  having  teken  the  books,  all  he 
would  have  to  do  would  be  to  put  them  into  a 
publio  library,  and  let  the  people  have  the  ben- 
efit of  them.  This  was  the  very  thing  Hr.  3. 
desired,  and  he  was  the  more  deeiroua  of  it 
becaose,  by  oonsnlting  aoch  a  work,  they  would 
be  able  to  see  both  sides  of  every  disputed 
qneation.  A  centieman  tnm  Georgia  (Mr. 
Outtoh)  had  lately  tdd  the  House  tiiat  he 
was  manufacturing  a  speech  which  he  intended 
to  publish  and  £stributo  at  the  South,  and 
that  he  should  have  certain  documents  append- 
ed thereto.  Now,  Mr.  S.  wished  that  this  book 
should  also  go  to  the  South,  with  certain  docu- 
ments appended  thereto.  He  was  for  sending 
the  ai^ument  employed  in  the  present  debate, 
on  both  sides  of  the  question,  all  over  the 
tTnion.  Let  them  go  forth  side  by  side,  neck 
and  neck,  with  the  tarifi'-horse  a  littie  ahead. 
The  gentleman  wanted,  very  mach,  to  enlighten 
the  nation ;  let  him  send  this  book  abroad :  let 
the  people  of  the  South  hear  what  those  of  the 
North  had  to  say.  And,  on  tiie  other  hand,  let 
those  in  the  North  hear  the  arguments  and 
complaints  of  their  Southern  brethren.  It  was 
a  great  question,  and  the  people  ought  to  un- 
derstand it.  And  it  was  s^d  that  the  Union 
was  in  danger ;  he  believed  no  such  thing ;  but 
he  wanted  the  people  to  hear  both  sides  of  the 
argument  Gentlemen  must  have  found  it  very 
convenient  to  have  books  to  refer  to.  If,  for 
instance,  they  wanted  to  consult  the  Richmond 
Enquirer,  to  see  where  the  tariff  doctrine  com- 
menced, they  could  have  an  opportonify  of 
doing  it  The  copy  which  he  had  consulted  for 
that  purpose,  and  oat  of  which  he  had  read 
Buch  interesting  extracts,  was,  however,  the 
only  complete  file  of  that  paper  to  be  found. 
It  had  been  preserved  by  iiT.  Jefi'erson,  and 
but  for  that  the  House  might  have  lost  the 
whole  of  what  he  had  read  to  them.  But  had 
a  Register  of  Debates  been  at  that  time  pub- 
lished, what  a  flood  of  light  would  it  have 
poured  upon  the  whole  subject !  Such  a  record 
tended  to  preserve  the  purity  and  consistency 
of  legislation.  What  was  it,  for  example,  that 
kept  the  judiciary  of  this  country  so  pure,  and 
in  such  high  esteem  ?  It  was  tha  publication 
of  their  decisions.  The  court,  then,  oonld  not 
leave  the  ground  it  had  onoo  taken,  without 
having  its  previous  decisions  held  up  before  ite 
&oe.  This  readoed  the  court  canttous,  aod 
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obliged  it  to  be  consistent  The  puritj  of  thnt 
trlbonal  d^>ended  more  upon  the  publication 
of  its  deciaionB  than  any  thing  else.  The  same 
principle  ^ronld  operate  bere,  and  be  fdlowed 
by  the  same  consequences. 

Hr.  Thompson,  of  Georgia,  renewed  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  resolntion  apon  the  table.  On 
which  motion  Ur.  Etsrrt  demmded  tiie  jeaa 
and  nays. 

The  question  was  taken,  accordingly,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  stood  as  follows :  Yeas  65, 
nays  106. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolntion  on 
the  table. 

ICr.  Etebbtt  had  no  wish  that  the  House 
fihonld  do  any  thing  which  might  be  conndered 
as  binding  it  to  take  Hob  work  in  all  fbture 
time,  and  if  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  should,  as  he  trusted . 
it  would,  be  reacted,  he  should  then  offer  an , 
amendment  adding  tiie  words,  "  till  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  House."  This  would  leave  the 
House  an  opportunity  of  stopping  its  snbaorip- 
tion  at  pleasure. 

Ur.  P01.E  said  that  the  adoption  of  such  an 
amendment  would  have  po  effect  to  ^ter  the 
case,  Uie  House  might  at  all  times  withdraw  its 
subsoriptlon ;  bat  if  gentlemen  held  that,  be- 
oaose  uie  puUiaherB  had  put  tiiemselves  to  ex- 
pense in  Mvance  of  any  action  of  tiie  House, 
the  House  was  bound  to  take  the  book,  it  was 
manifest  that  the  publishers  could  continue  the 
obligation  as  long  as  they  pleased.  The  proper 
course  would  be  that  indicated  by  the  gentie- 
man  from  Georgia,  to  strike  out  the  last  part 
of  the  resolution. 

Ur.  McDuFFiK  said  that  it  was  he  who  had 
introduced  the  original  resolution  for  a  sub- 
scription to  this  work.  He  believed  the  work 
to  be  a  very  valuable  one,  and  he  was  very  sure 
the  publishers  would  not  and  could  not  under- 
take it  without  the  support  of  Congress.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  the  gentlemau  from  Uas- 
saohusetts  (Ur.  £tksett)  would  oonaent  to  t^e 
amendment  Ha  thought  it  would  be  better 
that  the  publishers  should  rely  on  the  discre- 
tion and  liberality  of  future  Congresses,  thiui 
that  the  House  should  enter  into  an  obligation 
which  had  no  respect  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  work  proposed  should  be  executed.  He 
thought  they  might  with  great  confidence  rely 
on  future  Congresses  to  continue  the  support  of 
the  book,  if  it  should  continue  to  be  executed 
as  well  as  it  had  been  hitherta  A  proof  of 
which  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  the 
original  resolution  had  been  introduced,  and 
adopted  by  so  laige  a  mE^oritj*,  in  a  period  of 
the  very  highest  political  ex^toaent,  when 
parties  ran  as  high  as  tluy  ever  lud  done  ^oe 
we  were  a  nation. 

Ur.  Ellbwobth  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  prevail,  with  the  modification  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Uassachusetts,  (Ur.  Evxb- 
BTi ;)  the  House  would  have  the  matter  witiiin 
its  control.  The  ol^ect  was  not  that  In^vidual 
members  might  get  these  hooka.  TbA  gentie- 
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man  from  North  Carolina  had  not  been  oocreet 
in  the  view  he  had  taken ;  the  ol^eot  was  that 
the  nation  at  large  might  have  the  benefit. 
The  people  never  would  get  these  books  in  any 
other  mode ;  nor  could  ^ey  be  better  disBemi- 
nated  than  by  being  placed  in  everr  Cwgres- 
sional  district  in  the  Union.  If  tiie  House  was 
satisfied  that  the  work  was  valuable,  (and  ncme 
denied  that  it  was,)  the  better  mode  would  be 
to  give  the  publishers  some  assursnoe  to  go 
upon.  The  subject  would  still  be  vrithia  toe 
control  of  the  House ;  and  ^oold  the  book  be 
badly  exeontedj  they  need  not  take  it. 

Ur.  Ixvis  said  he  had  no  oVjeotma  to  Tots 
for  the  Bubsoription,  but  be  must  olgeot  to 
pled^ng  the  Hoose  to  take  whatever  tnie  aoot 
pilers  of  this  book  mi^t  oboofle  to  ^nxk  into 
type.  He  should  prefer  to  let  a  committee  ex- 
amine the  book,  and  pass  on  its  merits.  He 
therefore  moved  to  strike  ont  the  latter  eUnee;. 

[Ur.  1.  had  not  heard  the  motion  of  3fr. 

FOSTIB.] 

Ur.  Spbiqht  ftirther  inasted  on  hia  (^posi- 
tion to  the  resolution.  If  there  was  a  propasi- 
tion  to  grant  to  each  memt>er  of  the  Uonse  a 
bonus  of  $1,000,  would  any  gentleman  be  fiDond 
to  vote  for  it?  This  was  a  motion  to  af^mqiri- 
ate  money  to  buy  a  book  for  their  own  use; 
where  was  the 'difference  t  He  contended  fbr 
principle ;  but  to  omtend  for  princdple  in  then 
times,  seemed  like  rowing  against  wind  and 
tide.  He  was  gkd  to  perceive,  however,  ^uL 
nothing  like  a  spirit  of  party  actuated  gentle- 
men on  this  occasion.  As  to  carrying  the  book 
to  spread  information  in  their  districts,  it  migbi 
do  very  well  for  the  gentieman  from  Pbiladd- 

Ehia  (Ur.  Sutbeelasd)  to  talk  of  that;  but 
ow  would  it  apply  in  his  district,  and  that  of 
his  colleague  over  the  way,  (Ur.  Casbox.) 
whose  districts  were  of  much  larger  exteu  f 
Placing  the  book  in  their  librariee  would  ooc- 
vey  no  information  to  the  people.  He  inasicd 
that  the  House  had  no  oonstitntional  right  to 
pass  any  auch  resolntion ;  bnt,  if  they  were  dt- 
termined  to  proceed,  let  them  do  bo. 

Ur.  Ceuo  proposed  to  limit  the  raibsoriptiaa 
to  the  fourth  and  fifth  volumes  of  the  wo^ 
This  would  be  ^ing  far  enough  into  tiie  fotnre^ 
and  would  obvis^  the  objection  of  the  seotk- 
man  from  Georgia,  (Ur.  Fosteb,)  whi^  was 
not  without  force.  As  to  the  parallel  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Korth  Carolina,  it  dsi 
not  apply.  It  would  be  mean  and  base,  indeed, 
to  vote  a  bonus  of  money  into  their  pock^; 
but  it  was  wholly  another  matter  to  vote  iiMMi£y 
for  the  means  o£  truismitting  our  national  hts- 
tor7  to  posteri^.  IMd  the  f»ntieman  8iippo« 
it  was  the  ol^ect  of  those  -who  voted  for  the 
resolution  to  enlai^  thdv  fivtmie  by  the  im- 
portant sum  of  five  dollars?  He  tmstod  Otej 
all  had  higher  motives. 

Ur.  Daniel  coincided  in  opinion  with,  the 
gentleman  who  had  just  spoken ;  but  he  never 
could  vote  for  a  resolution  of  this  kind.  The 
gentieman's  ai^pimmt  was  very  good ;  but  he 
Uiongbt  the  dusoninatifHi  of  the  laws  was  of 
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more  importanoe  than  dlsseminaldng  ffentle- 
mea'a  epeechefl.  HoveTer,  as  the  gentieman 
firom  yirgmia  spoke  -very  oftmi,  he  supposed  ho 
wonld  liKe  to  see  Mb  own  speeches  pat  npon 
record ;  bnt  wWn  a  propo^^on  was  brongbt 
forward  to  place  a  oopr  of  the  laws  in  every 
clerk's  office  in  the  country,  the  gentleman  was 
opposed  to  it  He  would  vote  a  book  for  his 
own  library,  bnt  when  a  book  was  to  be  sent 
to  his  constitaents,  that  he  was  opposed  to. 
He  treated  the  at^nment  of  the  ^ntleman  ftvm 
North  Oarolioa  about  money,  with  contempt. 

[Mr.  Cbaiq  here  interposed.  It  was  not  true 
that  he  had  treated  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  with  contempt;  he  had  no  anch 
tboQf^t  Mr.  Bmom  aiid  it  was  no  matter; 
be  abotild  take  care  of  that] 

Mr.  D.  resumed.  He  had  not  siud  the  gen- 
tleman treated  any  one  with  contempt.  As  to 
treating  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
with  oODtcmpt,  it  was  imposrible ;  the  two  gen- 
tlemen were  too  good  friends  for  that;  and  be- 
sides, tbey  seemed  to  have  taken  the  Honse 
jointly  into  tbeir  care.  Noae,  snrely,  wonld 
ventnre  to  treat  either  of  them  with  contempt ; 
it  was  oat  of  the  question.  As  to  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Korth  Oarolina,  he  bad 
told  the  House  that  he  did  not  carry  these 
books  hom& 

nSr.  SmaHT  a^d  he  had  not] 

So  we  are  to  aoppoae  that  he  did  not  take  bis 
books. 

[Mr.  SmoBT  s^d  be  had  not  taken  tbem 
into  his  diatriot ;  thej  were  in  this  city.] 

Ohol  Hits  is  news,  indeed.  Bo  the  gentle- 
man was  not  against  taking  the  books,  bnt  only 
aguttst  carrying  them  to  his  constituents.  A 
very  extraordinary  distinction,  indeed ;  much 
like  the  difference  between  "  Oome  out  here, 
McCarty,"  and  "McCarty,  -come  out  here." 
Mr.  D.  stud  he  liked  to  see  consistency.  He 
did  not  charge  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina with  inconsistency  in  bis  votes,  for  be  had 
always  voted  a^iinat  every  propontion  of  this 
kind ;  the  gentleman  waa  for  keeping  ont  every 
thing  that  was  to  oiligbten  his  c^istitnenta. 
The  gentieman's  district  was  so  large  that  be 
thonght  information  could  not  get  to  them. 
Kr.  D.  bad  been  uniformly  against  voting  books 
for  themselves ;  bnt  when  information  was  to 
be  provided  for  the  people,  that  he  was  in  favor 
of.  If  the  proposition  was  to  put  this  Register 
of  Debates  m  every  clerk's  office  in  the  coun- 
try, he  would  vote  for  it ;  on  the  same  princi- 
ple, he  would  place  there  a  copy  of  the  laws. 
It  was  as  necessary  for  the  people  to  know  the 
votes  of  gentlemen,  as  to  know  their  speeches. 
Bat  it  often  happened  that  the  votes  of  gentle- 
men did  not  taUy  with  tbw:  speeches.  Thus 
the  worthy  gentleman  from  Yu^ia  (Mr. 
Gbais)  made  a  ^>eech  in  favor  of  ^ving  all 
iiufomution  to  the  people ;  yet,  when  a  propo- 
eition  was  made  to  ibmisb  them  with  the  laws, 
be  voted  against  it  The  gentieman's  speech 
looked  one  w^,  and  his  vote  another.  Mr.  D. 
concluded  by  Hiring  be  waa  now  ready  to  hear 


[H.  or  R. 

what  the  gentieman  from  Korth  Oarolina  had 

to  say. 

Mr.  SpEionr  sfUd  he  had  nothing  to  say. 
The  gentleman  had  acknowledged  that  his 
coarse  had  been  consistent.  He  bad  not  voted 
for  printing  a  new  edition  of  the  laws,  because 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  country  had  already 
a  sufficient  supply.  He  believed  all  tbe  House 
understood  the  meaning  of  what  be  had  s^d. 
As  to  contempt,  he  had  meant  none ;  but  if  the 
gentieman  from  Virginia  thought  that  any 
thing  of  that  nature  s{>pUed  to  mm,  he  waa  at 
liberty  to  take  it. 

Mr.  EvBBBTT  said  be  wished  to  amend  the 
amendment,  so  as  to  meet  the  su^estion 
thrown  ont  by  the  gentleman  from  Vb^gmia,  so 
as  to  extend  we  anMcriptimi  of  tbe  House  only 
to  the  next  volume  of  the  Debates.  Perhaps 
the  gentieman  from  Oecngla  wonld  accept  it  as 
a  modification. 

Mr.  FosTSB  said  he  conld  not  do  so.  No 
construction  of  tbe  constitution  would  author- 
ize sach  an  application  of  the  public  money. 
A  gentieman  had  said  that  the  publishers  had 
gone  to  tiie  North  to  get  type  for  printing  this 
wor^  and  therefore  me  House  was  bonnd  to 
take  it  He  could  not  sabscribe  to  such  doc- 
trine. If  this  work  was  so  very  important,  let 
the  Olerk  of  the  House  advertise  for  proposals 
to  publish  it  Vr.  F.  r^lerred  to  a  former  pe- 
riod, when  the  House  bad  been  flo  sompulous 
with  respect  to  ttiis  elass  of  expenditores,  that 
it  had  inserted  in  the  q)propriation  bill  a  pro- 
viso, restruning  the  application  of  the  contin- 
gent fund ;  bat  now  it  seemed  they  had  foivot- 
ten  all  tlieir  scruples.  One  work  after  another 
waa  to  be  subscribed  for,  and  the  money  was 
idl  to  come  out  of  the  contingent  fund.  They 
had  ordered  woric  after  votk  for  tbeir  own 
personal  use.  He  was  agunst  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr.  Deabbobn  said  it  be^an  to  he  considered 
so  important  to  disseminate  information  through 
the  country,  that  gentiemen  oj^wsed  to  Uda 
practice  complained  the  practice  was  increasing 
duly.  Mr.  D.  considered  tlus  as  a  fiivoralde 
omen.  What  had  tbe  American  Congress  yet 
done  for  science  and  the  arts!  "Where  were 
the  libraries  or  great  public  Institntions  it  bad 
endowed  or  established  t  Had  we  not  still  to 
depend  on  foreign  literature?  What  subject 
could  be  discuss^  but  we  had  to  go  to  foreign 
libraries  for  what  we  needed?  There  were 
more  books  in  a  single  library  in  Paris,  than 
conld  be  colleeted  in  tbe  whole  United  States ; 
yet  gentiemen  objected  to  subscribing  for  this 
one  valuable  book — a  book  immediately  con- 
nected with  t^eir  own  proceedings  and  the  his- 
tory of  the  country.  Mr,  D.  was,  however, 
confirmed  in  the  buief  that  the  work  would  be 
encouraged,  and  tiiat  the  Honse  would  take 
measures  to  transmit  to  posterity  some  correct 
knowledge,  not  only  of  its  acts,  but  of  the 
grosnds  of  tbem ;  so  that  their  children  and 
descendants  might  exanune  them,  afid,  where 
they  had  orred,  might  correct  the  error. 
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H.  or  R,] 

The  qDestioD  wae  put  on  Ur.  Fobtkb's  amend' 
ment,  and  decided  oy — yeas  106,  nays  68.  So 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Hr.  Etebbtt  moved  to  amend  the  resolntionf 
by  adding  the  wonla,  "and  to  the  next  mo- 
oeedingTolome  ;^  wmoh  was  agreed  to. 

Ur.  J>A3nzL  denied  that  there  was  a  com- 
plete copy  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to 
be  found  in  any  clerk's  office  in  Looisiana  or 
Alabama,  and  scarcely  one  in  any  other  part  of 
the  Union.  He  would  ventnre  to  say  that  even 
in  Virginia,  and  the  gentleman's  own  district, 
no  such  thing  could  he  produced.   Taking  the 

gentleman,  l£erefore,  upon  his  own  principles, 
e  was  perfectly  inconsistent. 
The  question  was  put  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution  as  amended,  and  carried  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

The  Hoose  a^jonmed. 


TuBSDAT,  June  19. 

Death  qf  Mr.  Johnston  of  Virginia. 

Kr.  BotnAnT,.of  Virginia,  rose,  and  sud  that 
it  was  his  melancholy  task  to  annotmce  to  the 
House  the  death  of  one  of  ita  members,  Mr. 
Ohablbs  0.  Johnston,  his  colleague,  who  de- 
parted this  life  (as  it  was  said)  on  Sunday  last 
In  communicating  this  fact  to  the  Hoos^  none 
who  had  known  the  deceased,  and  had  been 
aeqoainted  with  the  terms  on  which  Hr.  B. 
stood  with  him,  need  to  be  told  how  de^y  the 
loss  was  dei^ond  hj  hfan.  He  had  known  Hr. 
X  when  he  was  a  yonth,  and  bad  witnessed  the 
promise  of  all  tiiose  things  to  come  on  wUch  a 
parent's  heart  dwelt  with  snch  fond  hope  and 
anticipaUon.  Hr.  J.'s  after-life  had  filled  the 
picture  which  seemed  l^en  to  be  portrayed  in 
the  bnd  and  in  promise.  Could  Hr.  B.  present 
to  the  Honse  that  image  which  each  member 
of  that  little  hand  among  whom  he  dwelt  had 
cherished  of  him  in  his  bosom,  the  exhibition 
would  show  a  union  of  all  the  social  virtues  in 
their  moat  eminent  degree.  Of  that  little  band 
Ur.  J.  had  been  the  Mol,  and  he  bad  deserved 
to  be  so.  He  promised  talents  and  virtues  fit- 
ting him  to  do  much  good  to  that  country 
which  no  man  in  it  loved  more  purely  or  more 
warmly  than  he  loved  it  He  was  just  coming 
tmth  to  comply  with  all  the  promise  which  his 
parents  (now  no  more)  had  indulged  re^et^g 
him,  when  he  was  thns  suddenly  ont  <m.  He 
had  left  2  children,  who  had  now  no  parent ; 
but  no  man  who  had  known  the  fether  they 
had  lost,  conld  or  would  do  aught  but  kindness 
to  the  children  he  bad  left  behind  him.  Hr. 
B.  sud  he  came  to  tell  the  tale  of  sorrow ;  a 
deplorable  tale,  most  deeply  deplored  by  him. 
Hr.  J.  had  been  to  him  a  friend  ^meet  for 
him  "  in  all  particulars.  He  hod  been  so  to  all 
the  little  mess  with  whom  he  assooiated — of 
whom  there  was  not  one  bnt  feU  as  he  cUd,  and 
as  he  believed  that  every  one  must  feel  who 
knew  any  thliw  of  the  friend  whom  they  had 
lost  Hr.  B.  moa  offered  resolntums — 


[Jdib,  1883. 

For  attending  the  flmeral  at  4  o'doek  in  the 

afternoon ; 

For  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  daring  the 
residue  of  the  session ; 

For  a  otoumittee  to  soperlutead  tike  ftmend; 
and 

For  a  message  annonndng  the  event  to  fiis 
Senate. 
The  House  then  a^onmed. 


WKDincsDAT,  June  80. 

Anatie  Cholera. 

Hr.  HowAm>  stated  that,  in  conseqpcaioe  o( 
the  information  which  had  been  made  pnUic 
of  the  ezistence  of  a  oontagiona  disease  id  the 
British  territory  bordering  tm  the  United  States 
he  was  instmoted  by  tfae  Committee  im  Oom- 
merce  to  report  a  joint  resc^ntion,  far  taking 
ste^  to  cheuc  the  progress  of  the  disease^  and 
which  he  meant  to  ask  the  House,  from  its  im- 
portance generally  to  the  publio,  to  have  now 
passed  through  aU  its  stages.  The  reeoliitkai 
which  he  submitted  was  as  follows : 

"Uttolved  by  the  Senate  and  Scuue  of  JUprmmim- 
lives,  Ac.  That  the  sum  of  $50,000  be,  and  tbe  tame 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  Bionej  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  and  placed  at  the  discreoon 
of  the  President  of  tbe  TTaited  StRtea,  to  be  ex- 
peuded  under  his  authority  in  endeavotiag  to  pn- 
serre  the  people  of  this  country  from  the  preraleitec 
of  the  disease  known  by  the  name  oCAaiatfa  Cbolr- 
ra,  now  ra^og  In  Canada.** 

Ms,  EowABD  moved  that  the  mie  dioold  be 
suspended  in  order  to  take  np  the  joint  reeotn- 
tion,  and  that  it  then  might  have  Ita  seecsd 
reading. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  r^ect- 
ed— yeas  89,  nays  63.  (It  required  two-timdsi) 


TncBsnAT,  June  21. 
The  OhoUra. 

The  joint  resolution  moved  yesterdaj  by  Hr. 
Howard,  to  appropriate  fifty  thoosand  dcdlars 
to  prevent  tiie  advance  of  the  choilen  into  the 
Umted  States,  was  taken  up.  The  qondoa 
being  on  its  seccoid  reading, 

Hr.  HowASD  addreasM  tbe  committee  at 
length  in  support  of  it,  wuving  the  constitu- 
tional quMtion,  and  intnsting  that  tlie  people 
on  tbe  frontiers,  in  whose  exertions  to  prer^it 
the  introduction  of  this  pestilence  the  whole 
country  was  interested,  ought  not  to  be  left  to 
support  unaided  the  expense  they  mast  neces- 
saruy  inoor  in  carrying  their  arrangements  into 
efifect. 

Hr.  Hall,  of  Korth  Carolina,  eonadered  the 
resolution  unconstitutional,  and  opposed  it  a> 
unnecessu7,  sinoe  the  municipal  laws  and  qiux- 
antine  regulations  of  the  States  were  fblly  ad 
equate,  without  any  lefristatiOD  of  Congress. 

sir.  Isms  inaiated  uiat  the  reaolntica  vae 
witidn  the  eonstitntion,  and  rem<nutrated  with 
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warmth  agaiiut  laying  the  whole  harden  of 
preroitiTe  measnres  on  tlune  who  inhabited 
the  frontier. 

Ifr.  Folk  opposed  the  resolution  as  useless 
as  well  as  unconstitutional.  The  President 
mast  necessarily  act  on  local  Information,  and 
the  whole  subject  ooght  to  be  left  to  local  and 
State  legislation.  He  moved  to  lay  the  res^n- 
tion  <yi  me  table ;  oq  which  motion 

Mr.  Ibtin  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  hnt, 
before  they  were  taken,  the  Hoose,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Maboh,  passed  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
which  was  the  bill  to  liquidate  certain  Vii^inia 
olainu. 


WnHxsDAT,  June  87. 
The  Tcirif. 

The  qnesUon  recnrring  on  the  following 
amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  Adams,  viz :  To 
increase  the  daty  in  the  hill  on  mits,  gloves, 
bindings,  blankets,  hosiery,  and  carpets  and 
CMTeting,  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  per 
cent,  ad  v^orem.  To  increase  the  duty  on 
Brossels  carpeting  from  fifty  cents  the  square 
yard  to  sixty-three :  to  reduce  the  duty  on  in- 
0ain  oaiipeting  fi^  forty-five  by  striking  ont 
Qie  wortf  "  five,"  to  forty,  and  to  inolnde  in 
the  same  provision  with  we  ingrain  the  Vene- 
tian carpeting,  which  was  rated  at  twenty-two 
and  a  half  cents  the  square  yard, 

ISx.  Adjlus  said  that  his  object  in  proposing 
these  amendments  was  to  make  the  bill  consist- 
ent with  itself,  and  thereby  to  give  to  the 
mannfactorer  of  woollens  a  corresponding  pro- 
tection to  that  which  was  already  secored  by 
the  Honse  to  the  grower  of  the  raw  materiu. 
He  deemed  these  amendments  of  extreme  im- 
portance ;  and  if  they  were,  as  he  trasted  they 
woold  be,  adopted,  from  what  had  passed  in 
debate  *on  the  bill  for  the  last  three  days,  he 
was  induced  to  have  mat  hopes  that  the  bill 
would  be  in  each  a  uupe  that  the  m^ority 
would  be  found  in  the  Hoose  who  wonld  be 
deddedly  in  favor  of  sending  It  perfected  to  the 
Senate.  He  had  great  hopes  tliat  this  would 
be  the  case,  becanse  it  appeared,  by  various  de- 
ei^ons  within  these  tlii^e  days  passed,  that 
there  were  in  the  Honse  at  least  one  hundred 
members  who  proved  by  their  conduct  and  by 
their  votes  that  they  were  sincerely  and  ear- 
nestly desirous  for  the  passage  of  the  bill — a 
bill  whicli,  when  passed,  would  in  its  operation 
relieve  the  people  of  tbis  country  from  full  six 
to  eight,  w  possibly  ten  millioiu  of  dollars  an- 
nually levied  on  them  for  taxe&  It  was  a  mat- 
ter of  ffrMt  satis&etion  to  him  to  have  to  o1>- 
serve  tiiat  whilst  there  was  such  a  number  so 
^sposed  to  act,  they  were  equally  determined 
th^  the  remission  of  this  tucation  should  l>e 
done  withoat  impairing  the  great  principle  for 
which  he  had  oonten^d,  of  protection  to  the 
industry  of  this  country.  He  felt  no  doubt, 
therefore,  while  that  number  were  tme  to  their 
prinoipleo,  that  they  wonld  be  able  to  send  the 
bill,  and  rery  diortly  too,  to  the  Senate;  uid 
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though  it  mi^t  not  l)e  the  best  possible  that 
could  be  framed,  for  he  did  not  think  it  was 
the  best,  but  rather  thought  it  might  be  made 
much  more  beneficial,  yet,  if  the  amendments  he 
had  proposed  should  be  adopted,  he  was  prepared 
to  state  then  that  he,  for  one,  wonld  vote  for  it. 

Hr.  Bpbioht  said  he  had  not,  hitherto,  taken 
any  part  in  the  discussion  on  the  general  sub- 
ject involved  in  this  bill ;  nor  did  he  wish  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  now  in  doing  so, 
rather  wishing  to  have  it  brought  to  as  sj^edy 
a  termination  as  posdble.  He  could  not  how- 
ever, reftuia  from  observing  that  he  lotuEed  on 
the  amendments  now  presented  to  the  House 
by  the  honorable  g«itleman  from  Ifossachu- 
setts  as  testing  the  great  principle  mtunbdaed 
throughout  the  entire  bill,  and  to  which,  ^>art 
from  his  objections  to  it  on  the  score  of  its  un- 
constitntioiulity,  he  was  decidedly  opposed — 
he  meant  its  unequal  ^)eration  upon  the  poor 
and  upon  the  rich.  Every  candid  man  would 
acknowledge  that  it  grinds  down  the  laboring 
classes,  and  to  those  persons  in  the  humbler 
walks  of  life  gives  no  relief  whatever.  Would 
not,  he  asked,  its  effects  be  most  felt  by  them  ? 
He  instanced  the  providon  made  as  to  the  duty 
on  blankets,  whloh,  more  than  most  others, 
would  bear  hard,  particularly  hard  on  those  nit 
his  constituents  who  earned  th^  bread  1^  the 
sweat  of  their  brow. '  Hr.  5.  argued  fbraibly 
and  at  considerable  length  against  the  inroteo- 
tive  system  generally,  and  its  ruinous  efieots  on 
the  South,  and  said  it  could  not  have  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  House  but  for  a  combination, 
which  was  made  by  its  supporters,  who,  to  ef- 
fect their  object,  did  not  scruple  to  hold  out 
lures  that  they  would  include  m  the  operation 
of  their  system  many  articles  in  which  the 
States  happened  to  have  direct  Interests.  Lou- 
isiana had  her  protection  on  sugar;  Pennsyl- 
vania her  protection  on  Iron ;  the  nintiiem  and 
maritime  alatricta  of  the  ooontry  had  the  boon 
given  by  the  tenth  section  to  shipping;  and 
thus,  and  thus  only,  were  they  able  to  uphold 
it ;  and  this  all  at  the  expense  of  the  South — at 
the  expense  particularly  of  the  agricultural  in- 
terest, whom  they  woidd  not  deign  to  receive 
into  their  protection,  for  they  had  refbsed  to 
give  to  that  class  a  small  relief  when  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Oabsok)  bad  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, which  went  to  give  uiem  only  a  v&cv 
small  share,  and  to  which  tiiey  were  as  mudi 
and  as  Justly  entitied  as  any  ouier  class  in  the 
community. 

Hx.  OAVBBKtxira  moved  to  recondder  the 
vote  oS  yeaterdi^,  concerning  the  allowance  to 
navigation.  He  had  asoertuned  that^  if  that 
provldon  remained  in  the  bill,  it  woold  lose 
more  than  thirty  rotes,  upon  constitutional 
gronnds,  no  matter  what  form  the  bill  should 
ultimately  assume.  He  was  willing  to  assume 
any  responribility  but  that  of  defeating  a  meas- 
ure so  important  to  the  harmony  of  the  Union. 
He  felt  it  to  be  his  imperative  duty  to  respect 
the  constitutional  objections  of  those  who  were 
anxious  to  Tote  for  the  measure. 
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Hr.  Etass  ingnired  if  snch  a  mottm  ocnild 
be  in  order,  there  having  been  already  a  recon- 
uderation  on  the  Bome  TOte. 

The  Spbaeeb  replied  in  the  affirmatiTe,  and 
the  question  of  reconsideration  was  pat,  and 
carried  — yeas  91,  nays  91. . 

Mr.  White  moved  an  amendment,  in  sab- 
stance,  to  strike  oat  of  the  tenth  secUon  the 
provisions  made  therein  for  drawbaoks,  and  in- 
sert, in  lieu  thereof  that  there  be  pidd  an 
amount  eqnal  to  three-fourths  of  the  duty  paid 
on  all  the  imported  hemp,  sail  duck,  iron,  and 
copper,  naed  in  the  ooi^ructioa  and  fitting  out 
of  ships  owned  by  American  oitizens,  and  sub- 
ject to  saeh  fnrtlier  regulations  as  ohould  be 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

BTENISQ  SESSION. 

The  qnestion  being  on  striking  oat  the  tenth 
section  of  the  hill,  Mr.  Clay  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  thereon ;  which  being  taken,  stood — 
yeas  99,  nays  97.  So  the  tenth  section  was 
stricken  out 

Mr.  Vbbplanck  s^d  that  as  the  House  had 
{nst  stricken  out  the  part  of  the  bill  which  held 
out  a  protection  to  the  navigating  interest,  he 
oonsido-ed  it  his  dnlj,  as  some  compensation, 
to  propose  an  amendment  rdnstating  the  daty 
on  sail  dnofc  as  it  had  stood  under  the  act  of 
He  therefore  moved  to  strike  out  after 
the  word  "sail  dnok"  the  words  "ten  cents 
the  square  yard,"  and  insert "  fifteen  per  oent 
ad  valorem." 

Mr.  WicKLirra  said  a  few  words  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  amendment,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays ;  which  stood— yeas  98,  nays  94. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Ysbplikoe  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Boon  demanded  the  previous  question, 
bnt  the  motion  was  not  seconded. 

Mr.  Adajib  repeated  the  motion  which  he 
had  made  last  evening:  a  decision  on  which  had 
been  snperseded  1^  the  course  since  porsned, 
(of  which  he  complained ;)  it  was  to  amend  the 
bill  in  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  woollens, 
and  which  tiben  read  as  follows:  "On  mits, 
gloves,  binding,  blankets,  hosiery,  and  carpets 
and  carpeting,  twenty-five  per  cent.,  except 
Brussels  carpeting,  which  shall  be  at  fifty  cents 
the  square  yard,  ingrained  carpeting  at  forty- 
five  cents  the  square  yard,  and  Venetian  car- 
peting at  twenty-two  and  a  half  cents  the  square 
yard ;  and  except  blankets,  the  value  whereof 
at  the  place  from  whence  exported  shall  not 
ezoeed  seventy-five  cents,  the  outy  to  be  levied 
opon  which  shall  be  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem ; 
on  flannela,  baizea,  coach  lace&  thirfy-five  per 
oent.;  andnpon  w  other  mannnctures  of  wool, 
or  of  which  wool  ia  a  component  part,  and  on 
ready-made  clothing,  fifty  per  cent.'' 

So  as  to  read,  Oa  raits,  &o.,  except  Brus- 
sels carpeting,  which  shall  be  at  sixty-three 
cents  the  square  yard  ;  ingrained  and  Venetian 
carpeting  at  forty  cents  the  square  yard ;  and 
except  I>lankets,  &c.;  on  flannels  and  baizes, 
Axiy  cents  the  sqnare  yard;  on  coach  laoes, 
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thirty-five  per  cent. ;  and  npon  all  other  xoaii- 
nfaotures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  is  a  com- 
ponent part,  and  on  ready-made  dotliiiig,  thirty- 
five  per  cent" 

The  question  having  been  divided,  it  was  first 
put  on  striking  out  fifty  cents,  and  inserting 
sixty-three  cents  the  sqnare  yard  on  Bnsseb 
carpeting. 

Mr.  AjiAMB  observed  that  this  was  a  part  of 
the  same  system  of  equalizing  dnties  which  had 
been  pursued  in  constructing  the  whole  bill 
The  duties  on  woollen  vam  having  been  raised, 
it  was  just  tiiat  the  daties  <hi  this  ntecies  of 
manofisoture  which  was  made  from  tbrnt  yarn 
should  also  be  increased. 

Ur.  EixswoBTH  also  advocated  the  amend- 
ment, and  referred  to  the  state  of  this  bramcb 
of  manu&oture  as  it  existed  in  two  estahli^- 
ments  within  his  own  district 

Mr.  Oavbbeleno  said  that  the  bill  had  re- 
duced the  duty  on  raw  wool,  such  as  was  used 
in  carpeting,  to  almost  nothing ;  and  it  was  fiur 
that  the  duty  on  the  fabric  ^onld  be  rednced 
proportionably.  The  dnty^  as  it  now  stood  in 
the  billj  was  almost  prohibitory ;  the  aggregate 
protectioa  amounted  to  about  one  hnnc^d  aad 
twenty  percent,;  and  yet  the maan&t^nrexs 
were  not  satisfieo,  and  the  gentleman  fron 
Massachusetts  now  wished  to  raise  it  stffl 
higher. 

Mr.  'Watkovoh  observed,  in  rq>ly,  that  in  ' 
the  makins  of  Brussels  carpeting  none  of  the 
coarse  wool  to  which  the  gen1Ieniaii*8  rematks 
applied,  was  nsed ;  none  oat  the  finest  wool 
entered  into  the  fabric. 

Mr.  MoDcFFiE  did  not  wish  the  Honse  to  act 
without  farther  light;  and  desired  to  be  in- 
formed from  aoxm  i}ractical  source  what  wis 
the  cost  of  Brussels,  ingrun,  and  Venetian  car- 
petine,  that  the  House  mi{Uit  know  what  dnly 
ad  valors  they  were  asked  to  impose.* 

Mr.  Ingebsoix  replied  that  the  eost,  in 
France,  of  Bnuseb  carpeting  was  one  hondred 
and  twenty-^  cents  the  B<^nare  yard  ;  and  of 
ingrun  and  Venetian  carpetmg,  sixty-five  cents. 

Mr.  MoCuFFiB  sud  he  had  a  letter  from  a 
gentieman  in  Bost(Hi,  which  stated  that  the  cost 
abroad  of  insrain  was  from  forty-six  to  fifty- 
nine  cents,  bnt  of  the  commonest  sort  it  was 
forty  cents.  At  this  rate,  the  duty  would  be 
on  the  coarser  kinds  ninety-four  per  cent.,  on 
the  finer  seventy  per  cent    He  Uxk  it  for 

S ranted  the  Venetian  carpeting  was  ui  a  ooazaer 
escription  than  ingnun. 
Mr.  Ajoams  B^d  the  g«atleinan  was  talking 
about  ingrain  carpeting:  while  the  amendment 
had  to  do  with  BmssuiL  As  to  ingrain,  his 
amendment  propmed  to  reduce,  not  to  inoKase. 
the  duty.  Brussels  carpeting  at  Baltimore  was 
at  one  dollar  and  dxty-two  cents  the  sqoare 
yard,  and  it  was  quoted  as  an  extraordmaiy 
degree  of  cheapness,  that  it  bad,  in  one  case, 
sold  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-seven  cents. 

Mr.  Cahbbelxno  said  at  that  rate  the  dnty 
would  be  fifty  per  oent  ad  valorem. 
Mr.  Wathouqh  said  the  dnty,  instead  of 
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being  ninety-fooT  per  cent  ss  bad  been  mp- 
posea  by  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oarollna, 
(Mr.  HoDupFiE,)  was  bnt  fifty-nine  pw  cent 

Ifr.  MoDuFFiE  repeated  the  information  he 
had  received  from  Boston.  It  came  from  Mr. 
Bei^amin  Winslow,  a  gentLeman  ttf  hlg^  mer- 
cantile standing. 

Mr.  Adajis  said  the  qnestion  was  on  Bms- 
sels  carpeting,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and 
roijs. 

Mr.  HorvMAN  said  there  were  three  qaalities 
Braasels  carpeting,  one  of  wldch  cost  one 
dollar  and  twenty-eight  cents,  another  one  dol- 
lar, and  a  third  sort  cost  only  eightr-nine  cents. 
The  duties  on  carpetings  were  badly  arranged ; 
the  heaviest  tax  nil  on  that  need  by  the  poorer 
people,  and  the  lightest  on  that  oonsmned  by 
the  wealthy. 

The  (Question  being  taken,  the  amendment 
was  decided  in  the  (oBrmative — yeas  98,  nays 
92. 

The  question  was  next  on  the  second  item  of 
the  amendment,  viz :  to  make  the  dnty  on  Te- 
neHan  and  ingrain  carpeting  aUke,  fixing  both 
at  forty  cents  the  square  yard. 

Mr.  Oambbbung-  opposed  the  amendment, 
whidi  went  to  raise  the  proposed  intj  on  Ye- 
netian  caroeting  from  twenty-two  cents  to  forty 
cents.  The  gentleman  had  said,  that  the 
amendment  proposed  to  rednce  the  dnty  on  in- 
grain, ifl  tme ;  but  at  forty  oents  the  dnty  woold 
not  be  reduced  below  the  tariff  of  'S8,  although 
the  duty  on  the  coarse  wool  was  almost  taken 
off.  The  gentleman,  he  presumed,  would  not 
say  in  this  case,  as  he  had  about  tiie  Brossels 
carpeting,  that  no  ooaree  wool  was  naed  in  the 
manufacture. 

Mr.  Adams  replied  that  he  should  say  so. 
No  coarse  wool  was  employed :  none  of  that 
from  which,  the  dn^  had  been  removed. 

Mr.  OAXBBBixsa  inqnired  what  was  the  price 
o£  the  wool  used  in  this  sort  of  carpeting. 

"Mr.  Adams  s^  he  oonld  not  say  precisely ; 
bnt  he  took  it  for  nanted,  from  the  informa- 
tion he  had  receiveo^  that  none  of  the  sort  be- 
low eight  cents  a  pomid  was  employed. 

Ur.  OAHBBBLaira  should  take  nothing  for 
granted  on  that  floor ;  he  called  for  proof. 

Mr.  Adaus  said  he  had  letters  to  show  that 
none  of  the  free  wool  was  used,  and  he  would 
endeavor  to  lay  his  hand  upon  them. 

Hr.  EixswoBTH  inqmred  at  what  rate  the 
Secretaryof  the  Treasnry  hadpnt  ttteae  caipet- 

.  OAMBHimra  aaXi  at  twenty-five  per  oent 
ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Oabsois'  fherenpon  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  so  as  to  u  the  dnty  at  twenty-flve 
per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  WerrK,  of  New  York,  called  for  a  division 
of  the  question,  so  that  it  should  first  be  taken 
on  inserting  the  words  "  and  Venetian.*' 

l£r.  WiOKLiFFB  should  like  to  know  from 
gentlemen  who  were  &miliar  with  the  subject, 
to  what  use  the  coarse  wool  was  put.  He  rec- 
ollected that  in  1(98  mnoh  was  aidd  in  &vor 
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of  admitting  it^  beeanse  it  was  used  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  carpeting. 

Mr.  Sttthkbland  said  he  had  recently  received 
a  letter  from  a  mann&ctorer  oi  this  article 
in  Philadelphia,  stating  that  the  manufacture 
would  be  broken  up  should  the  dnty  be  reduced. 
He  asked,  on  what  article  could  dutiee  be  laid 
with  more  pn^riety  tlian  on  carpeting?  It 
was  an  article  almost  exclusively  used  by  the 
wealthier  part  of  the  community,  chiefly  those 
who  rended  in  oities:  in  the  country,  bat  little 
oi  i%  oomparatiTdy.  was  ever  used. 

Vt.  Bavu  said  toere  was  no  sodh  tiitaiff  as 
"'free  wool "  under  this  bill.  A  dnty  was  i^d 
on  the  very  coarsest  Und :  it  was  used  in  mak- 
ing the  ordinary  kind  of  carpets. 

Mr.  Adaks  now  read  the  letter  he  bad  re- 
ferred to ;  and  the  amendment  was  rejected — 
yeas  94w  nays  96. 

Mr.  A.  withdrew  the  re«due  of  his  amend- 
ment as  to  carpets. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  last  clause  of 
the  amendment  wludi  proposed  a  duty  of  six- 
teen cents  the  square  yard  on  flannels  and 
baizes, 

Mr.  O&Aia  moved  the  previons  question,  and 
the  qncMtioa  b^ng  put  on  seconding  the  oaU,  it 
was  dedded  in  the  negative — ^yeas  98,  nays  96. 

Mr.  ApFLvroN  advocated  the  amendment 
He  said  that  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars 
were  invested  in  this  branch  oi  mann&otnre. 
The  protecting  duty,  by  the  act  of  '34,  had  been 
thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
At  that  time  but  little  capital  was  employed. 
By  the  act  of  1828,  a  duty  of  twenty-two  and 
a  half  cents  a  square  yard  had  been  laid  on  flan- 
nels under  the  lowest  mimmum,  which  was  a 
higher  protection  than  on  auy  other  species  of 
woollen  goods.  The  consequence  had  been  to 
draw  a  large  amount  at  capital  into  that  branch 
of  bosinflss :  insomndi  that  the  flaimels  made 
by  those  engaged  had  filM  the  entire  Amerioan 
market  wltnin  four  yean  after.  A  larger 
amount  of  wool  was  used  by  this  manvfootore 
than  by  any  other.  The  dnty  laid  by  the  bill 
upon  wool  amounted  to  forty-eieht  per  cent : 
the  present  amendment  would  place  thirty-five 

Sir  cent.-upon  flannels.  The  Committee  on 
annfactures,  when  they  reported  the  duty  at 
present  in  the  bill,  had  not  been  aware  of  the 
true  facts  of  the  case  which  had  since  come  to 
their  knowledge. 

Mr.  Batks,  of  Miune,  inquired  whether  it 
would  be  in  order  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
T£i.  Adams,  by  striking  out  entire  danse 
abont  fiannels  and  baiua  from  the  bill,  so  as 
to  leave  ^e  existing  law  unaltered. 
The  Ohaib  replied  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  Wmra,  of  New  York,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question,  and  the  call  having  been 
seconded,  the  previons  qnestion  was  put,  and 
carried;  and  the  main  question  was  aocord- 
ingly  put.  viz :  "  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  ? "  and  decided  as  follows : 

TBia-^lIessrs.  Adams,  Chihon  ADen,  Anderson, 
Applfiton,  Aimstrong,  Aiiiolda  Babooek,  Noyes  Bsr- 
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ber,  Bairinger,  Baratow,  Jamefl  Bates,  Beardaley, 
Bell,  Bergeo,  Betbune,  Joha  Blair,  Bouck,  John  G. 
Brodbead^  Bucher,  Burd,  Cambreleog,  Carr,  Chan- 
dler, China,  Claiborne,  C\a,y,  Collier,  Conner,  Eleu- 
tberoB  Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Craig, 
Crane,  Dayan,  Dearborn,  Doddridge,  Doubleday, 
Ellsworth,  O.  Evans,  J.  Evans,  Ftndlay,  Fitzgerald, 
Ford,  Gaither,  CHllmore,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  William 
HaU,  Hammons,  Harper,  Hawkins,  Heister,  Hoffman, 
Hogan,  Horn,  Howard,  Hnbbard,  Huntington,  Inger- 
wM,  Irrin,  laacks,  Jeidfer,  Jewett,  R.  H.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Kavanagh,  Kennon,  Adam  King, 
John  King,  Kerr,  Lanang,  Ijeavitt,  Lecompte,  Lent, 
Letcher,  Lyon,  Vann,  Mardis,  Uaaon,  Haidiall, 
Haxwell,  UcCarty,  Mclntire,  Mercer,  T.  R.  Mitchell, 
Muhlenberg,  Fatton,  Pierson,  Flummer,  Polk,  Ran- 
dolph, John  Reed,  Edward  C.  Rccd,  Roane,  Boot, 
Rusael,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Smith,  Southard,  Speight,  Spence,  Standifer,  Ste- 
phens, Storrs,  Taylor,  Franci»  Thomas,  Philemon 
Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Verphinck,  Ward,  Ward- 
ir^Washington,  Wayne,  WeAs,  E."  Wuttlesey, 
r.  WhittJesey,  Campbell  P.  White,  wmiim^  Worth- 
bgtpn,  Toung— 182. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  R.  Allen,  H.  Allen, 
Banks,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  I.  C.  Batea,  Boul- 
db,  Branch,  Brins,  Bollard,  Surges,  Canon,  Choate, 
Qayton,  Coke,  Xswis  Condiot,  Cooper,  Crawford, 
Creigbton,  Daniel,  Davenport,  John  Davis,  Warren 
R.  Davis,  Denny,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett, 
Felder,  Foster,  Gordon,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hawes, 
Hodges,  Hughes,  Ihrie,  Jarvis,  Kendall,  H.  King, 
Lamar,  Lewis,  Robert  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKay, 
KcKennan,  Ulligan,  Newnan,  Nuckolls,  Fearce, 
Pendleton,  I^tcher,  Potts,  Rencher,  Slade,  Stewart, 
Sutherland,  Wiley  Thompson,  J.  Tliomson,  Vance, 
Watmongh,  Wilkin,  Wheeler,  Edward  D.  White, 
Wiokliffb.  Wilde— es. 

So  the  bill  wu  ordmd  to  be  engroSBed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


Fbidat,  Jane  S9. 

Z>eath  (if  Mr.  Mitchell. 

Hx.  HowABDj  of  Maryland,  rose,  and  thus  ad- 
dressed the  House:  Jir.  Speaker,  it  has  de- 
volved upon  me  to  commnnicate  to  the  Honse 
the  deoease  of  Gbobob  £.  Httohkix,  one  of  the 
represraitativee  for  the  State  of  Maryland.  The 
infirm  state  fA  health  in  which  he  had  been  for 
a  long  t^e  past,  mnst  have  been  apparent  to 
eT«7  one,  nntil  at  lengtJi  the  8trQg|^ea  betvreea 
a  n^rally  robust  constitution,  and  an  inveter- 
ate disease,  are  over,  have  terminated  in  his 
decease,  and  he  now  deeps  with  his  fothers. 
It  is  but  a  short  time  uooe  we  were  called  on 
to  pi^  tlie  last  melancholy  tribute  of  respect, 
and  to  follow  to  the  tomb  the  remains  of  one 
of  our  body,  who  was  suddenly  cut  off  in  the 
muidian  of  his  nsefalness,  and  now  we  find  our 
ranks  agun  brok^  These  events  force  one 
reflection  on  my  mind,  which  I  crave  leave  to 
express.  Whilst,  in  the  performaace  of  our 
duties,  we  are  prescribing  laws  for  others,  we 
find  ourselves  the  subjects  of  a  system  of  other 
laws,  which  we  had  no  share  in  enacting.  8ir, 
there  is  no  republic  in  the  government  of  the 


Universe ;  and  yet  how  absolnte  is  the  ufioes- 
sity,  how  absolute  the  obligation  of  obedience 
to  the  Deity,  who,  in  his  wisdom,  has  framed 
that  code.  I  will  not  attempt  now,  or  here,  to 
portray  the  life  or  character  of  the  deoeased. 
The  spontaneons  offer,  on  the  part  of  the  mil- 
itary anthorities  of  the  city,  to  join  in  suoh  tes- 
timonial reqwot  as  toe  Hmise  mvj  txiax. 
suffidently  denumatratfls  that  tlie  name  of 
Mitchell  is  inscribed  (m  the  rolls  of  fame. 
Whilst  in  the  snnrice  ctf  his  ooontry,  dming  the 
recent  war,  his  brilliant  defence  of  the  fort  (tf 
Oswego,  with  which  he  was  intrusted,  won  the 
applause  due  to  snooessful  tsIw:  returning 
from  his  military  career,  and  embarking;  in  aU 
the  turmoils  of  political  life,  he  brou^^  into 
this  House  a  frankness  of  deportment  imob> 
trusive  efficiency,  and  such  steady  judomeDt, 
that  I  may  with  perfect  safety  assert  t^at  be 
won  the  mendship  of  those  who  knew  bim 
well,  and  ohtunea  respect  from  all.  Let  us 
withdraw  awhile  from  the  cares  which  aor- 
round  us  here,  and  unite  in  paying  the  last 
tribute  of  respect  to  his  memoxy.  In  order  that 
we  jsa^  do  so,  I  submit  to  yon  the  foUowing 
resalutiona: 

Beiolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Hooae  w3 
attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  ObobobEL  Miicbku, 
at  five  o'clock  P.  M. 

That  a  eommf  ttee  be  appdnted  to  take  order  far 
superintending  the  funeral  of  Obobsb  B.  Mmanu., 
deceased,  late  a  member  tliis  Howe  frea  the 
Sute  of  Maryland. 

That  the  members  of  this  Honse  will  testify  their 
respect  for  bis  snemory  by  wearing -ci^pe,  Ac 

It  was  then  orderad  that  a  message  be  sent 
to  the  Senate  to  notaQr  to  them  the  death  of 
Mr.  M.,  and  the  hour  that  his  funeral  would 
take  place. 

Mr.  Howabd,  Mr.  TnoicpsoN,  of  Georgia,  ]fr. 
Blaib,  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Alexaitdk^  Kr. 
Oabsoh,  Mr.  Deabbobs,  and  Mr.  Waku,  were 
named  as  the  committee.  After  which, 

The  Honse  a^oumed. 


Batuboat*  June  80. 

A  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  proposing 
that  a  committee  oi  both  Hooaes  wait  on  the 
Presideat  of  the  United  States^  and  reqaeat  him 
to  Teoommrad  a  d^r  fox  the  obserranoe  of  m 
general  fast  in  reference  to  a  deliverance  from 
the  impending  judgment  of  a  prevalence  of  the 
Asiatic  cholera,  coming  up  for  oonsider«tioii^ 

Mr.  Abghbb  moved  to  lay  the  reaolntioa 
upon  the  table.  He  presumed  there  was  no 
gentleman  in  that  House  who  could  belieTe 
that  either  the  General  or  the  State  Govem- 
ments  had,  as  such,  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
Bubjeot  of  reli^n  at  aHL  The  very  nature  of 
those  Goveroments  was  suffident  to  pcunt  this 
out,  and  the  language  of  the  constitution,  show- 
ed that  such  was  the  will  of  this  nation. 
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On  this  motion  ICr.  Whittleskt  deraandad 
the  yeu  and 

BeiQff  taken,  they  stood^yaas  68,  na^  104. 

80  we  Hoaae  rtfkued  to  lay  the  rewdntion 
npon  the  table. 

The  qaestkm  bdng  on  ordering  it  to  a  third 
reading, 

Mr.  Adaus  moved  to  amend  the  resolntton 
by  striking  oat  the  word  "  Asiatio, "  and  insert- 
ing in  lien  thereof  the  word  "pes^entiaL" 
He  considered  the  cnstom  of  giving  denominar 
tion  to  diseases  from  the  eonntriee  whence 
they  came,  or  where  they  wove  snpposed  to 
prevul,  as  very  objeotionuble.  This  disease 
was  ooofined  to  no  part  of  the  world.  It  had 
prevailed,  indeed,  in  Ada,  bat  it  had  likewise 
Iwen  bat  too  {mvalmt  over  all  Europe,  and  it 
threatened  to  become  so  in  our  own  ooostry. 
He  r^MMVted  tiiat  there  was  amnetUng  o&nsive 
in  naming  it  as  belonging  to  any  one  particolar 
oonntrjr.  Had  Uiis  terrible  disorder  originated 
in  oar  own  eoantry,  and  shoold  the  people  of 
Europe,  when  it  came  to  them,  denominate  it 
the  "  Ajnerican  sconrge,"  he  presmned  t^t  all 
Americans  wonld  feel  a  strong  objection  to  snoh 
a  tiUe.  It  was  one  of  the  most  dreadful  calami- 
ties that  it  bad  ever  pleased  Divine  Providence 
to  inflict  npon  the  hnman  race.  There  was 
not,  he  believed,  in  all  the  records  of  history,  a 
parallel  to  it  to  be  found  anywhere. 

Ur,  Binaia  thongfat  that  thia  diBeaae  oaght  to 
be  dengnated  by  toe  name  it  had  already  re- 
ceived. It  had  been  called  in  Eorope  the  Asiatio 
cholera,  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  that  name 
flhoold  be  changed.  There  was  someUitng  in 
the  character  of  sach  calamity,  which  caused 
men  to  forget  all  origin.  Nor  did  the  term 
which  had  been  objected  to,  involve  in  it  any 
thing  of  reproadi  or  reflections,  or  any  thing 
like  arrogating  a  snperiority  over  others.  It 
had  been  denominated  Asiatio  cholera  chiefly 
with  a  view  to  distlta^sh  it  from  a  disease  of 
a  similar  kind,  but  which  was  not  epidemic — the 
ordinary  cholera  morbas,  which  had  always 
been  prevalent,  more  or  less,  daring  the  hot 
aeason  in  titiis  oonntry.  Whether  the  imported 
disease  was  "pastileatial "  or  not^  was  a  mattor 
of  controversy.  Uany  denied  it  to  be  con- 
tagions  at  all,  tfaongh  ^oold  that  House,  by  its 
acts,  pronoonce  it  to  be  a  pestilential  disease,  it 
might  perhaps  go  far  to  settle  the  question. 

Mr.  Batbs,  of  Maine,  agreed  with  Mr.  Adaub 
in  tiie  sentiment  that  it  was  improper  to  des- 
ignate this  terrible  disease  by  the  name  of  any 
country,  and  shoold  consider  it  more  appropriate 
to  ^ve  it  a  name  that  shoold  refer  to  the  symp- 
toms of  the  disorder  itself.  The  term  Asiatic 
did  nothing  towards  charaoterinn^  the  disease. 
He  sho(dd  prefer  having  it  denominated  "  spas- 
mo^c" 

The  qneation  bring  takm  «i  Mr.  Aiuxs*s 
amei^ment,  It  was  r^ected. 

Mr.  Davu,  <tf  Soatii  Oarolina,  was  opposed  to 
the  resolution  itself.  He  thooght  the  act  which 
It  proposed  was  one  peonliar^  pertuning  to  the 
varioos  christian  ohnrohes  in  oar  land,  fmd  did 


not  belong  to  the  Gtovemment  at  alL  He  was 
not  aware  that  any  snoh  coarse  had  been  par- 
sued  heretofore.  The  custom  had  obvlonu^ 
been  derived  from  our  English  ancestors.  It 
had  long  prevailed  in  Eogland,  and  there  it  was 
proper  enough,  on  the  theory  of  their  Qovern- 
ment,  in  which  the  King  was  recognized  as  tiie 
head  of  the  hierarchy.  But  nobody  surely 
would  attempt  to  asnmilate  the  Government 
of  our  country,  in4his  respect,  to  that  of  Great 
Britain.  The  Prerident  of  the  United  States 
was  not  the  head  of  the  church.  In  some  of 
the  States  this  fast  had  l>een  recommended  by 
ecclesiastical  aothori^.  He  understood  that  in 
Yix^nia  the  head  of  the  Episcopal  Cbnrdi  had 
acted  on  the  subject. 

This  was  very  proper,  and  he  presumed  the 
example  would  be  followed  in  other  States. 
But  uie  Government,  as  such,  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  matter.  There  was  another  obje<y 
tion  to  tiie  measure.  It  tended  to  increase 
alarm,  and  to  give  a  solemn  sanction  to  the 
fears  of  the  people.  This,  instMd  of  averting 
the  calamity,  would  rather  have  an  oppoute 
tendency,  inannach  as  it  was  generally  held 
that  a  previous  state  of  alarm  constituted  a  great 
part  of  the  duiger. 

lb".  DiARBOHN  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Oarolina  had  been  iocorreot  in  supposing 
that  no  such  coarse  had  been  heretc^ore  pur- 
sued.  During  the  last  war,  Casts  had  been  re- 
peatedly recommended  by  Congress,  and  days 
of  thanksgiving  had  also  been  recommwded  by 
Washington  and  Adams. 

Mr.  Obaio  deiued  that  the  resolution  ^onld 
be  objected  to  on  any  constitutional  ground. 
It  contained  nothing  obligatory.  It  did  not 
pretend  to  bind  anybody.  Should  the  resolu- 
tion pass,  the  Frendent  was  free  either  to  do  it 
or  not  to  do  it,  as  he  thought  fit  And  if  he 
proclidmed  a  day,  the  people  were  free  to  observe 
it  or  not,  as  they  should  think  fit.  It  was 
^tirely  an  extra  official  act,  based  upon  no 
claim  to  anUioilty,  but  founded  on  an  ex^res- 
ricm  of  the  moral  sense  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Oabsos  tlioaaht  that  this  matter  might 
be  arrested  very  siudenly  by  simply  reading  a 
letter  from  the  President.  For  himself,  he 
diould  make  no  professions  <tf  any  love  fbr 
prayer  and  fiuting,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 
He  thought  the  measure  improper,  and  likely 
to  end  in  no  good  purpose.  The  letter  was  not 
very  long,  and  he  considered  it  a  very  good 
letter.  He  requested  that  the  lettw  might  be 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

[Cries  «f  Not  Ifol— OyectI— We  have  all 
read  it.] 

Mr.  C.  then  stdd  he  should  take  the  liberty 
of  reading  it  MmseU  He  thai  read  in  his  place 
the  reply  of  Preadent  Jackson  to  an  mplioft- 
tion  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutdt 
Ohnrdt,  on  the  snljeet  of  a  Cast 

Mr.  Kbre,  strongly  objecting  to  this  debate, 
moved  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  was  seconded,  the  previons  quee- 
tion  pat  and  carried,  and  the  yeas  and 
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ordered  on  the  mun  ^eation,  whUAi  waa  tlie 
third  reading  of  the  resoltijUoii,  and  waa  oarried 
by— yeas  99,  nays  68. 


MoNDAT,  July  2. 
jBank<iftAe  United  3tate$~Sa^artsr. 

The  House  reaamed  the  oon^eration  of  the 
Inn  to  reeharter  the  United  8tatea  Bank. 

The  qneation  recnrring  on  the  amaidinent 
proposed  hj  Ur.  Wa.bdwell,  of  Kev  York,  to 
(rive  to  the  several  States  the  power  of  taaang 
uie  capital  employed  therein, 

Hr.  W.  explained,  and  advocated  his  amend- 
ment at  considerable  length.  He  had  presented 
a  niunber  of  petitions  ft^m  his  district  for  the 
reeharter  of  the  bank,  bnt  in  every  one  of  them 
it  was  made  a  condition  Utat  the  new  charter 
shonld  contiun  a  clanse  empowering  the  States 
to  tax  bank  capital  within  their  respective 
limits ;  and  he  believed  that,  coold  the  question 
be'  Bubmitted  to  the  whde  people  of  the  United 
States,  whether  the  States  should  have  each  a 
power,  nine  ont  of  ten  would  answer  in  the  af- 
firmanve.  IVhy  noancholaoaehadbeenhiserted 
in  the  existing  charter,  he  was  nnable  to  divine. 
As  to  moning  a  parallel  betwem  this  case  and 
that  of  the  General  Post  Office  and  ita  branches, 
^  there  waa  any  force  in  the  avgnment,  let  it  be 
carried  folly  ont ;  let  fees  and  salaries  be  ^ven 
by  the  Government  to  all  the  snbordmate 
officers  of  the  establishment,  and  then  the 
people  wonld  be  better  able  to  see  and  jadge 
whether  there  was  a  necessity  for  sncn  an 
eatabUshment.  He  believed  that  if  the  powws 
of  the  bank  should  not  be  cortailed  at  t^e 
present  eetAm,  it  would  be  oat  of  tiie  power 
of  any  ftitnre  Oongreaa  to  renat  the  overwnehn- 
ing  inflaenoe  of  so  gigantic  an  institnllon,  nor 
ooold  a  President  of  the  United  States  ever  be 
hereafter  elected  bat  with  its  approbation.  He 
admitted  tiie  propriety  of  establidiing  brandies 
of  the  bulk  at  points  where  it  was  neceasary 
for  the  collection  and  safety  of  the  pnblic 
revennes;  bnt  insisted  that  if  they  should  be 
placed  where  no  such  necessity  existed,  and 
where  they  came  in  competition  witii  State 
banks  of  far  weaker  power,  it  waa  no  more  than 
fair  that  they  ahoald  be  sabject  to  the  same 
taxation  with  such  banks.  Kothing  coold  be 
more  onjast,  notiilng  conld  effect  greater  ioe- 
qnality  than  the  exemption  of  all  Hiis  capital 
from  taxation.  He  ewwlnded  by  demanding  the 
yeas  and  nays ;  which  were  ordered. 

Ur.  Boot  inqaired  of  the  Chair  whether  a 
proviso  conld  be  offered  as  an  amendment  to  an 
amendment  It  was  itself  a  snbstantive  propo- 
sition, and  was  not  connected  with  the  subject 
of  the  Iwanches  of  tiie  bank,  to  which  sal^ect 
the  sectioa  and  previous  amendment  referred. 

The  Ohaib  replied^e  amendment  of  the 
gentiemon  from  New  York  to  the  amendment 
18  perfectly  in  order.  An  amendment  may  be 
made  so  as  totally  to  alter  the  natore  of  the 
ori^nal  propocdtion.  If  the  amendment  pro- 


{ Jmr,  18SZ. 

posed  is  inconsistent  with  one  agreed  to,  or  the 
original  proportion,  It  is  a  ground  for  its  rejec- 
tion by  the  House,  bnt  not  within  the  ocwope- 
tenoe  of  the  Ohi^r  to  sappreaa  as  agunst  order. 

Questions  of  consistence  are  for  the  deeisioB 
of  the  Hoase  and  not  tiie  Obur,  and  the  propo- 
sition for  amendment  is  therefore  in  order. 

lb.  EtuwoBTTH  observed  that  under  the  exiit- 
ing  charter  t^e  property  oi  indi^doals  in  the 
Bank  (tf  the  United  States  ooold  be  taxed,^ 
as  thor  property  in  any  other  cmiKintiaB 
might  be.  There  was,  therefore,  not  a  stock- 
hoMer  in  the  United  States  bat  conld  be  readied 
under  the  existing  law.  As  to  the  rtock  owned 
by  the  United  States,  that,  it  was  maoUest, 
oiwht  not  to  be  taxed.  There  remained  then 
only  the  stock  owned  by  foreigners,  that  ooold 
not  be  z«ached  by  taxation.  Mr,  E.  audbe  was 
wiUing  to  vote  for  an  amendment  shoidd  any 
be  deemed  necessary,  to  supply  that  deficaeney, 
hot  it  waa  at  most  only  a  small  matter.  Fv- 
eign  stockbddezB  witbin  tiie  States  wen  net 
generally  taxed.  He  hapei  the  ameBdmoa 
wotdd  not  tmrail. 

Hr.  MaDumi  thooght  that  the  seuten 
had  not  well  oonudered  what  wooCd  be  the 
eSiot  ci  his  amendment.  He  had  sud  that 
t^ere  waa  no  i»vH>oation  that  poopl«  would 
assent  to  more  reamly  than  that  the  stock  «f 
the  United  States  Bank  oaght  to  be  taxed.  In 
a  general  sense,  this  mif^t  be  true.  Bot  tba 
moment  the  attempt  was  made,  geuUemen 
would  find  the  sabject  involved  in  inextrieaUe 
difficaltiee.  The  gentieman  had  talked  aboot 
the  inequalily  of  taxation.  Bnt  he  would  find 
that  no  pn^Mwtion  conld  be  devised  which 
would  in  practice  involve  grosaer  and  mece 
revolting  ineqnality  than  his  own  amendnwat. 
It  gave  to  Pennsylvania,  where  me-aixth  of  dl 
the  stock  of  the  Iwak  was  held,  power  to  tax 
all  the  stockholders  in  the  United  St^ea.  Those 
Statea  where  the  largest  amount  d  the  bank 
capital  was  held,  reoeived  the  greatest  amoant 
benefit  from  the  bank.  And  yet  the«e  would 
be  the  Statea  which,  under  the  operation  of  the 
proposed  amendment,  wonld  tax  the  bank  the 
most  heavily.  The  bonus  was  the  only  eqoal 
tax  which  could  be  levied,  and  the  boons  re- 
quired by  this  bill  waa  very  large.  The  boons 
under  the  existing  charter  was  a  milliMi  and  a 
half  foe  twenty  years'  privily  while  that  m 
the  preamt  Wl  anoonted  to  three  millkxia  fas 
fifteen  years*  inivil^. 

JSi.  Wjithk  and,  in  reply,  Hut  the  monatrou 
inequality  of  which  the  gentieman  spoke,  amae 
only  from  t&e  monstrous  natore  of  th^  bilL 
Should  he  succeed  in  amending  it  in  tiie  man- 
ner he  dedred,  no  auch  inequuity  would  resalt 
Let  the  capital  of  the  bank  be  distributed 
among  the  Statee  in  such  proporticms  asy  after 
mature  consideration  of  all  droomstances,  the 
States  respectively  should  app^  to  require, 
and  let  the  disoounts  be  distributed  propor- 
tionally. Then  where  would  be  the  ineqnah^  I 
He  threw  ont  this  idea  to  those  who  were  in 
favor  of  State  taxation,  moely  to  lAiow  them 
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that  their  prindple  was  not  of  snoh  difficult 
application  as  might  he  imafpned.  Shonld  the 
present  amendment  be  adopted,  Mr.  W.  should 
follow  it  np  with  another  m  the  nature  he  had 
described. 

Mr.  Root  was  opposed  to  the  pr^nt  amend- 
ment. Thoi^  he  was  in  &vor  of  the  States 
having  power  to  tax  the  hank,  hto  own  propo- 
sition woidd  be  that  the  Statea  Bhonld  have 
power  to  tax  the  stock  of  the  United  Statea 
Bank  at  the  same  rate  that  thejr  taxed  the  stoek 
of  their  own  bank.  But  this  was  to  be  on  con- 
dition of  remitting  the  bonus  entlrdy.  The 
boDTiB  of  1300,000  a  year  amounted  to  ahont 
seren  mills  to  the  dollar  on  the  whole  capital  of 
the  bank,  whereas  the  tax  imposed  by  the  State 
of  New  York  upon  her  own  bonks  did  not  ex- 
ceed two  mills  on  the  dollar.  * 

Mr.  Wabdwbli,  explained^  and  insisted  that 
the  States  by  his  amendment  wonld  tax  the 
stock  of  the  United  States  Bank,  bat  in  no 
other  mode  than  they  did  the  stCKdc  of  their 
own  hanks. 

Mr.  OuTTON  relied  to  ISr.  Boor,  reminding 
him  that  the  United  Statea  Bank  stock  was 
now  worth  one  hundred  and  twen^-five  dollars 
for  eve^  hundred.  With  sadi  an  adranoe,  the 
bank  might  well  afford  to  pay  a  bonus.  A  tax 
of  five  per  cent,  upon  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
fire  dollars  would  be  equal  to  a  tu  of  six  per 
cent  on  a  hundred  doluirs.  By  the  passing  of 
this  hill,  the  bank  would,  in  effect,  have  a  dear 
addition  to  its  capital  of  twenty-five  per  cent. 
It  was  for  this  that  the  bonus  was  given.  Why 
then  shonld  the  stock  of  this  bank  be  ezenn>ted 
from  tantion  any  more  than  the  stock  of  the 
Stsite  banks!  Oould  any  good  reason  he  ^ven 
foritt 

Mr.  Evuunr,  oi  Vermont,  said  he  rose  to 
make  an  inqoiry  relative  to  the  hank  taxes  in 
ISew  York.  In  that  State  they  had  a  safety 
fund  system,  and  he  understood  mat  hanks  who 
would  not  come  in  under  that  system  were 
tax^,  with  a  view  to  otmipel  them  to  assent 
to  it.  The  'amendment  coming  frmn  that  State, 
he  presumed  it  had  relation  to  the  safety  fund 
system,  and  to  the  prospective  exercise  of  this 
taxing  power  to  tax  the  bank  without  limita- 
tion. The  branches  might  thus  l>e  driven  out 
of  the  State,  unless  Uiey  would  o<Hne  in  under 
that  system.  HSa  ot^eotion  was  not  to  jiving 
the  State  power  to  tax  the  banl^  bat  to  the 
milimited  natnre  of  the  power  proposed  to  be 
gjren.  The  qoesdm  bang  on  an  ammdment 
to  an  amendmuit,  he  was  precluded  from  offer- 
ing any  Unutatjcm  to  the  power. 

Mr.  Wabdwsll  replied  that,  in  offering  his 
amendment,  he  had  not  had  the  slightest  refer- 
ence to  the  safety  fand ;  no  such  thing  bad  been 
in  his  thoughts.  He  was  willing  that  the  power 
of  the  States  should  be  limited,  and  that  all  the 
States  should  be  put  on  the  aame  footing. 

Mr.  I) AVIS,  of  South  Oarolina,  r^etted  that 
the  geotteman  from  New  York  (Mr.  w  abdwblt.) 
had  modified  his  amMidmeut,  and  presented  it 
in  the  fiorm  in  which  it  now  ^pured ;  as  it 


now  assumed  to  prescribe  to  a  State  the  mode 
in  which  that  State  should  exercise  its  power  of 
taxation.  He  was  aware  ,  that  ttie  concurrent 
power  of  taxation  possessed  by  a  State  in  com- 
mon with  the  General  Government,  was  ex- 
tremely delicate  in  its  nature ;  and  it  was  cer- 
tainly true  that,  if  the  Government  had  within 
any  State  flmds  which  were  the  property  of  the 
Umted  Btate^  snoh  fonds  were  not  lialHe  to  be 
taxed  by  tlie  »tate^  But  when  the  Government 
vested  its  ftmds  in.a  canal,  or  in  a  bank,  or  in 
any  company  within  the  State,  it  waived  that 
distinction,  and  the  right  of  the  State  to  tax 
immediately  accmed.  Could  it  be  right  that 
the  citizens  of  a  State  shonld  have  a  place  of 
refhge  within  the  State  where  they  might  vest 
their  property,  and  have  it  saored  from  the  tax-  , 
ing  powM*  of  the  State  t  A  citizen  who  would 
deure  this,  was  surely  unworthy  of  the  name. 
It  had  been  said  by  some  gentlemen  that  this 
bank  question  had  been  settled  by  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  D.  did  not  regard  it  in 
that  ViAL  He  knew  of  bnt  <me  question  which 
conld  be  said  to  have  been  settled  by  the  people 
since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  tSat 
was  the  questimi  in  reference  to'  the  alien  and 
sedition  laws.  This  the  people  had  ^ttled 
themselves,  and  in  direct  contradiction  to  all 
the  branches  of  their  Government,  le^alative, 
executive,  and  judicial.  With  this  exception, 
there  was  not  one  politioal  proposition  that  did 
not  remain  as  unsettled  now  as  it  was  then. 
But  independent  of  the  concurrent  power  of 
taxation  possessed  by  the  States,  (on  which 
doctrine,  nowever,  Mr.  Madison  had  labored  to 
support  the  adoptirai  of  the  federal  ctmstitntirai,) 
as  a  mere  act  prudence,  he  ccmridered  it  the 
safest  and  the  wisest  course  to  insert  such  a 
iwovision  in  the  charter.  What  would  not  snoh 
a  clause  have  saved  to  the  Government  in  the 
great  lottery  case ! 

Mr.  Bkll  was  in  favor  of  the  object  of  the 
amendment,  but  the  amendment  was  insnfficient 
to  attain  that  object.  It  liud  down  as  a  crite- 
rion by  whioh  the  States  were  to  tax  the  United 
States  Bank  stock,  the  rate  at  which  they 
taxed  their  own  bank  stock.  Bat  in  Tennessee, 
and,  he  believed,  in  Kentucky,  and  in  some 
other  States,  banks  were  not  liable  to  taxation 
at  all.  The  criterion  therefore  failed.  He 
si^iested  to  the  gentleman  from  New  Toi^ 
Obi  Wabdwux)  to  put  his  amendment  in  such 
a  sbjwe  as  thiA  u»  amount  of  capital  vested  in 
SDch  Vranofa  shonld  be  reported  to  the  L^ida- 
tore  of  the  State  where  snch  branch  was  situ- 
ated. It  had  been  soggested  that  the  amend- 
ment would  ^ve  an  undue  power  to  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania;  but,  as  a  counterpoise  to 
that,  he  would  remind  gentlemen  of  the  amount 
of  stock  in  the  Western  States.  The  Legis- 
latures in  tlie  most  distant  parts  of  the  Union 
— ^in  Massachusetts  and  in  South  Carolina,  would 
have  it  in  tii^r  power  to  raise  a  tax  upon  bank 
stock  in  Tennessee.  Such  a  feature  called  aloud 
for  some  remedy,  as  he  believed  there  was 
no  inrrtmiw  in  ezistenoe  where  a  Legislature 
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attempted  to  tax  capital  which  lay  beyond  its 
own  limits.  He  admitted  that  tfae  sntjeot  was 
attended  with  great  tUffionlt;jr ;  bat  he  thonght 
ttiat  at  least  something  mif^t  be  done 
would  be  preferable  to  the  present  state  of 
things. 

Mr.  HuBBABD  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
amendment,  althoagh  he  shonld  dedioe  offering 
a  snbatituto.  He  then  went  into  a  particolar 
accoQot  of  the  manner  In  which  baaks  were 
taxed  in  New  Hampshire. 

Hr.  Adaus  said  he  hoped,  if  any  amendment 
was  adopted,  allowing  toe  United  States  Bank 
to  be  taxed  by  the  States  toe  Oia  benefit  of 
tlie  State  treaanriea,  gentitanen  would,  in  fidr^ 
ness,  offer  a  fhrther  amendment,  allowing  the 
State  banks  to  hfi  taxed  by  Congress  for  the 
betaefit  of  the  Treasory  of  the  United  States,  in 
proportion  to  tfae  bonus  to  be  paid  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  Then  there  woold  be 
something  like  eqnaltty.  This  bill  reqnired  the 
stockholders  of  the  United  States  Bank  to  pay 
to  the  Government  a  tax  of  twenty  thousand 
dollu«  a  year  for  the  privilege  ot  doing  banking 
bosiness.  Did  the  State  banks  pay  that  amonnt 
to  the  Treasnty  of  the  United  States  t  If  they 
did,  then  the  system  might  have  scone  preten- 
idons  to  equality.  Hr,  A.  hoped  that  no  amextd- 
ment  would  pass  which  should  in  any  shape 
pot  this  institation  into  the  power  of  the  State 
Legislatures,  As  to  tiie  State  taxing  the  stock 
held  by  their  own  citizens,  they  would  on  that 
snbject  do  as  they  pleased.  None  disputed  their 
right  so  to  do.  Bat  that  was  all  the  right  they 
ought  to  possess  in  the  matter.  It  had  been 
said  by  the  gentleman  fh)m  New  York  (Mr. 
'Wabdwbix)  that,  could  the  sense  of  the  people 
be  taken,  nine-tenths  of  them  would  vote  in 
&vor  of  the  present  amendment.  In  that 
opinion  he  believed  the  gentleman  to  be  very 
mueh  mistaken,  though  it  might  be  very  true 
tiiat  nine-tenths  ctf  the  stodEholderB  in  State 
banks,  an^  for  aught  he  knew,  tibe  other  toith 
also,  woold  very  willingly  vote  for  it  There 
were,  indeed,  nomerons  and  honorable  excep- 
ticms,  as  some  of  the  memorials  from  the  State 
banks  would  prove.  The  gentleman,  indeed, 
had  spoken  of  memorials  from  his  own 
district,  in  which  it  was  made  a  condition 
of  the  petition  in  behalf  of  the  bank,  that 
the  State  Legistatores  should  have  power  to 
tax  the  capital  employed  by  the  branches.  If 
these  memorials  contained  such  a  provision, 
Ifr.  A.  believed  that  in  that  respeict  they  dif- 
fered from  all  others  yrhidh  had  oeen  recdred 
npon4he  sal^ect.  He  did  not  know  of  anothw 
Instance  where  any  sntii  oonditioa  bad  been 
hinted  at  The  House  had  had  a  mat  deal  of 
debate  already  on  this  subject,  mi  an  expon- 
tion  had  t>een  made  of  the  manner  and  form  in 
which  the  safety  fund  system  had  tteen  oi^anized 
and  applied  widiin  the  limite  of  a  great  and  pre- 
ponderant State  of  the  Union,  from  the  Legisla- 
ture of  which  a  memorial  had  been  seat  to  the 
House  accompanied  by  instmotions  to  the  Sena- 
tors, and  a  nqoest  to  the  Bepresentativea  o£ 
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the  State  to  vote  against  the  Tectisit«riD;tf 
the  bank.  Was  that  memorial  the  voice  of  tb 
peoi^e  of  New  Twkl  No.  It  tss  the  ywi 
oi  a  few  interested  individuals^  opentiiig  bj 
means  of  political  manoBQvres  to  gk  tat  them- 
selves an  interest  of  seven  per  cent  bj  driTin; 
out  of  the  State  the  branches  of  a  bank  vkid 
loaned  money  at  six  per  cent  To  tbm  int- 
mortal  honor,  some  of  the  repreaentatives  fum 
the  State  of  New  Tork  itself  had  enMiaed  thu 
whole  transaotioa,  and  exhibited  the  entin 
tisBue  of  party  machinery  to  the  pnbUe  nr 
of  the  people  m  the  Unicm.  Althoe^  tlie  m 
might  not  DO  so  stroi^  in  other  Stite  yet  Oi 
same  prin<uple  private  and  penonal  intoat 
would  doubtless  operate  on  toem  abo.  id 
many  of  the  memorials  against  the  bank  tfeLt 
not  the  '^ioe  of  the  people,  bat  the  vmte  U 
those  who  were  interested  in  the  State  bsDk- 
a  voioe  which  was,  in  effect,  a^inst  the  ^eofk 
ilr.  A.  would  prefer  that  Uiis  sectioa  d  tbi 
bill  should  be  strioken  oat  entirely,  as  it  did 
S^ve  to  the  States  a  partial  controJ  orer  iiti 
bank,  which,  in  his  opinion,  they  oiuht  iwtu 
possess.  The  power  of  Congress  oonU  no  men 
be  transferred  to  the  State  Lenalatnrw  ttua 
the  power  of  Leg^datores  could  be  vsaiwd  Ijr 
OoDgrem.  The  people  had  given  to  earn  ttar 
own  powera.  That  whieb  they  had  to 
Coogross,  it  was  the  duty  of  Coogresa  to  exer- 
cise. It  was  given  by  the  peoftle  of  the  SUe, 
not  by  the  State  Legislatures.  They  were 
low  servante  of  the  same  masters.  Tbe  hkb- 
bers  of  the  State  Le{dslatiirea.re{ffesffltedtbi 
people  of  their  own  States.  Themanbctsrf 
this  House  were  representatives  of  die 
not  only  of  the  States  to  which  tbej 
tively  belonged,  but  of  the  people  of  uk  vixk 
Union.  "Whenever  die  L^slatare  of  a  Sua 
undertook  to  tax  the  United  States  Bank  ftock 
within  that  State,  it  amounted  to  nothw  vm 
nor  less  than  this:  it  wasadnj^Sti^I'Cp^ 
tare  undertaking  to  pass  laws  which  were  n 
affect  tiie  interests  of  the  whole  UidoD ;  it 
the  Govemmmt  of  (me  State  l^dathigifiB 
the  interesta  of  all  the  Statea 

Mr.  A.  would  exclude  all  State  Legtsbtow 
from  having  any  influence  on  this  inetitotifa. 
State  power  had  once  and  again  interfered  to 
injure  the  institution.  Wherever  it  had  bea 
exerted,  the  effect  had  been  pemidoos,  so  duiU' 
festly  pernicious,  that  even  the  State 
tore  iteelf  had  more  than  onoe  learned,  fna 
the  effects,  to  come  back  to  better  prindp^ 
In  the  very  State  of  New  Hanqidure,  two 
had  been  particolarly  referred  to,  sad  viua 
the  last  three  years,  a  dictatorial  letter  had  been 
sent  flmn  members  of  the  Le^slatore  to  tbe 
pre^dent  and  directors  of  the  paroit  instjliitioii, 
designating  what  individual  they  eboold  t^^^ 
as  preudent  and  a  whcde  set  of  directors  of  tbe 
branch  within  that  State.  Kr.  A.  wasoppotd 
to  all  such  interference.  Let  the  State  lep^' 
tnres  move  with  all  pos^ble  freedom  v'm 
their  own  prapa  orbite.  Let  them  toKto^  f 
the  legitimate  power  tantemd  upon  than  V 
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the  pet^le.  Let  CongrMS  never  attempt  to 
fntuibre  vith  tbem  in  their  appropriate  ftmo- 
tions ;  bnt  let  them  not  interfere  with  the  le^^ 
lation  of  OongroM.  He  hoped  that  the  amend- 
ment would  not  preridl. 

lit,  Babsoxtb,  of  Vii^nia,  said  that  he  was 
opposed  to  the  present  amondment,  as  he  had 
boon  to  all  its  antecedents  and  aocessoriee ;  he 
was  for  reohartering  the  bank,  and  for  that 
reason  he  mnst  resist  these  indirect  obetaoles 
tliat  were  thrown  into  his  path,  and  which 
must  tend  to  defeat  that  object 

The  power  to  tax,  if  conferred  on  the  States, 
was  in  itself  a  power  tcwdeetroy ;  and  nnder  no 
iRtlse,  and  for  no  porpose,  wonld  he  arm  the 
States  wilh  n  nUsdiieToafl  a  power.  He  wonld 
rather  pnt  down  the  bank  at  onoe,  hj  a  vote 
efliMtinff  that  result  openly,  boldly,  and  in  the 
fkoe  of  day,  than  travu  the  by-ways  of  indireo- 
ti<m  to  reach  it.  Frwn  boyhood  to  the  present 
moment  ut  laj  life  I  have  seen,  felt,  and  ex- 
pressed my  own  sense  of  the  neoesuty  of  this 
bank.  These  opinions  have  been  freely,  folly, 
and  pablidy  expressed  to  those  who  had  a  right 
to  know  them.  I  am  sent  here  with  a  knowl- 
edge of  these  opinicms,  and  npon  them  I  mean 
to  act.  I  sbonld  be  false  to  myself,  as  well  as 
to  others,  if  I  now  pat  them  aw^  from  me. 
Tet  if  I  had  the  powor  wished  by  Galignla.  (I 
believ^)  and  aU  the  banks  (tf  the  earth  had  bnt 
one  neck,  I  wonld  not  hentste  a  moment  in 
giving  the  Mow.  Bat  we  are  not  so  inronm- 
atanoed.  A  statesman  mnst  look  to  tiie  existing 
condition  of  things,  and  find  his  ohligatifms  of 
dnty  in  their  present  relation  to  the  pnblio 
interests.   A  distangokdied  oc^leagne  of  mine, 

gCr.  J.  Randolph,)  [no  longer  a  member  of  this 
onse,  bnt  whose  opimons  always  oommand 
my  respect,]  add,  on  a  former  occasion,  that 
the  fonnders  of  our  Government  intended  that 
this  should  be  a  hard  money  Government. 
GeoTse  Washington  and  Alexander  Hamilton 
qnickly  saw  that  this  was  imposNtde ;  bat  they 
saw  tiiat  pnblio  morals,  public  interest,  and 
oommim  hmieaty,  required  the  closest  possible 
M^roximation  to  It.  This  was  found  in  the  orefr* 
tion  of  the  National  Bank  in  1T91,  pnt  down 
in  1811,  and  the  need  for  its  reestablishmeat 
strikingly  illnstrated  in  the  pinching  necessities 
of  which  the  present  bank  is  the  offspring.  A 
metidlio  onrrenoy  would  be  the  soundest,  the 
safes^  the  least  liable  to  flnctnation  or  fhrad. 
But,  sir,  we  are  not  employed  in  studying 
alchemy,  nor  have  we,  nor  can  we,  discover  it 
We  oajinot  change  the  present  state  of  things ; 
we  mnst  look  out  for  that  which  is  the  best,  the 
surest  Buccedaneum  for  a  metallio  currency. 
There  is  no  eoons^or  so  safe,  no  guide  ao 
nnerring,  as  experience.  This  we  once  dlm- 
gtfded ;  we  iunirrad  the  penalties  ct  an  emw, . 
and  wen  driven  baok  into  those  fMrtatepa  in 
which  we  were  stnnly  and  aeTerdy  oomisdled 
to  tread. 

In  the  whole  OTstem  of  trade,  in  its  largest 
eottprehensum,  there  is  no  nerre  eo  deliaite, 
none  so  senntire^  as  its  monef  nerre.  Ho 
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matter  whether  that  nem  be  made  of  oalSiL 
mdden  bullion,  or  bank  notes.  Tondi  it,  and 
the  vitmition  is  deep,  and  hxag,  and  smdUe^ 
throu^ont  its  own  wotid  of  commerce  and 
exchangee.  The  mrculating  medium  of  every 
country  is  its  scale  of  value ;  aud  upon  it,  and 
by  it,  the  rights,  the  intere^  and  the  stability 
oiwjpertj  must  be  graduated  and  defined. 

The  power  in  the  Btates  to  tax  ad  libitum 
the  BanJc  of  the  United  States,  is  neither  more  nor 
less  than  a  power,  at  the  same  wiU,  to  increase  or 
diminish  the  quantity  ciroolating  medium,  and 
to  prescribe  terms  as  the  price  of  its  forbeuv 
anoe,  by  which  the  amount  of  currency  may  be 
swelled  or  decreased.  If  this  be  not  a  power 
to  fix  Hie  Tidne  <tf  ^mpwrtj  by  the  fluotnating 
eonnsels  oi  Om  loaH  Governments,  then  tiie 
grant  pn^Mised  to  be  given  cannot  be  expected 
to  be  exercised  by  the  L^islaturee  of  the 
States.  If  it  be  snch  power,  then  it  should 
be  withheld  by  all  the  obligations  that  bind  us 
to  our  social  and  relative  duties.  Is  not,  sidd 
Mr.  B.,  the  history  of  the  States  filled  with 
those  freaks  in  legislation  which  touch  the 
rights  of  propwty,  and  the  correlative  wealth 
and  poverty  of  our  citizens,  hv  a  circuitous 
action,  but  as  fatally  and  as  muchievously  as 
the  more  direct  agency  of  the  most  proflig^ 
men  in  the  worst  i^es  of  the  world)  The 
means  of  enwlUng  the  measnre  of  value  throogfa 
tiie  power  (H  taxraon  is  too  large  and  dangenms 
an  endowmmt  of  power ;  la  a  tmst  pregnant 
with  too  much  of  evil,  to  be  |wrted  with,  if  it 
be  posmble  to  witimcdd  it.  What  are  these 
sudden  and  violent  fluctoations  in  the  channels 
of  ourrenoy,  but  one  great  and  fatal  Enripaa,  in 
which  labor  loses  the  sweat  fjX  its  own  brow, 
and  onnniug  gains  that  for  which  it  never  has 
aud  never  wifl  toiL  Frequent  changes  in  tUs 
measure  of  value  (the  com  and  bank  notes) 
invariably  instigate  one  portion  of  society  to 
prey  upon  anther.  You  let  loose  and  stimu- 
late the  shaipened  wits  of  one  class  of  men 
against  the  Unnter  intelleots  of  another;  and 
in  the  conflict  the  hard  earuings  ot  honest 
industry  become  the  victim  and  the  saorifice. 
The  State  Legidatnrea  interested  in  the  State 
banks  will  so  tax  the  national  currency  as  to 
secure  the  circulation  of  its  own  notes;  and 
tb^  cornea  the  stmg^e  who  shall  fill  the 
channels  of  currency,  ^o  such  strife  ever  did 
exist  without  this  effect ;  the  bad  notes  will 
drive  the  good  notes  out  of  dreulation.  Why, 
sir,  it  is  the  plunest  thing  in  our  daily  transac- 
tions. The  purchaser  goes  into  market  with 
two  notes  in  his  pocket,  the  one  good  beyond 
doubt,  the  other  on  a  su^ieious  bank,  and  of 
doabtral  oredi^whioh  wUl  that  purchaser  part 
with  in  the  markett  Will  he  not  posh  the  bad 
w  donbUtal  note  av^  from  him,  andre<adn  the 
tmef  Will  not  everybody  else  do  so  too? 
thoB  the  bad  notes  become  our  drculating 
medimn.  Is  self-interest  dead,  or  has  that 
sleepless  passion  now  determined  for  onoe  to 
dnk  into  slnfnber,  whilst  we  pat  dowQ  that 
nseftil  institution  ?   Sir,  common  sense  may 
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deep,  bat  it  always  wakes  up  refreshed  bj  its 
damoers ;  and  thongh  from  some  sort  of  pur- 
pose, God  knows  well  what,  this  bank  may 
either  be  deferred  or  put  down,  (for  doubt 
liiboat  it  will  give  birUi  to  fraud  and  mischief, 
and  tiie  swapping  of  property  witbont  valnable 
consideration,)  jet  I  say,  sir,  it  wiil  agun  rise, 
and  it  will  owe  its  renewed  dzistenoe  to  the 
lumesty,  the  inteUiganoe,  ay,  the  absolute  neces- 
ritiee  of  the  oonDtiy. 

Bat  another  p<^  in  view.  Gentlemen  argue 
thU  question  as  if  ve  were  trenching  npon  the 
poww  of  1^  States.  Are  the  true  friends  ot 
the  State  rights  aware  ot  the  diflBonltiee  that 
here  lie  in  wait  for  them,  and  into  which  they 
are  now  plunging  t  The  taxing  power  is  either 
inherent  in  the  §tates,  belonging  to  them  of 
right,  or  it  is  not.  If  in  them,  out  grant  is  idle, 
snperenHnttory,  and  worthless.  If  not  in  them, 
can  this  Government,  the  creature  of  the  States, 
tiirow  back  power  npon  its  creator  t  If  the 
power  be  la  OB,  and  is  only  to  be  ezeroised  by 
our  gift,  may  we  not  give  it,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  to  one,  to  more  of  t^e  States,  and  to  all  I 
mTy  the  trite  maxim,  ft  4aire^  tjfu*  ttt 

tU^ponwty  springs  to  the  view.  Ui^  we  not 
g^ve  it  on  C(mdition,  and  cause  the  free  and 
BOTerden  States  of  this  oonfedefaoy  to  kneel 
and  to  knock  at  oar  doors  for  terms  and  condi- 
tions ;  17,  the  terms  and  conditions  whldx  the 
master  prescribes  to  his  slave  t  Is  State  pride 
to  be  rebuked  by  the  federal  frvwn,  or  cheered 
by  the  federal  smile.  For  one,  and  I  daim  to 
be,  in  the  legitimate  sense  of  the  term,  as  genu- 
ine a  friend  of  the  reserved  powers  of  the  States 
as  any  boaster  here ;  for  one,  all  my  pride  and 
all  my  principles  in  relation  to  State  sovereignty 
rise  up  in  rebellion  to  this  notion.  There  is  a 
spirit  and  a  temper  in  tbe  States  that  would 
revolt  at  snoh  an  mterpretatlMi  ttf  thdr  rights. 
Between  tiie  two  QoremmMits,  the  sovereign 
power,  the  people,  have  partituaied  ont  granted 
means  for  spewed  ends.  And  the  authority 
of  neither  the  one  Govemmoit  nor  the  other 
can  be  augmented  or  diminidied  by  the  gift  or 
grant  of  the  other.  Ton  cannot  make  the  States 
tenants  at  the  federal  will.  I  repeat,  sir,  if  we 
have  this  power  to  tax,  can  we  transfuse  it  at 
will  into  the  local  legUlation  of  the  several 
States?  Is  this  power  so  mutable  that  we  can 
retain  or  transfer  it  at  oar  pleasure  ?  I  rely 
upon  that  salutary  prindple  which  is  engrafted 
into  onr  system  <«  juriqnradenocL  and  drawn 
from  the  wisdom  of  VLW^palef—IMaga^  n«n 
votMddtgan,  It  is  a  mludm  drawn  to  ns 
from  onr  Anglo-Saxon  fwe&thers.  When  a 
lawless  king,  meanly  sunk  in  loose,  inglorious 
luxury,  umed  at  still  more  lawless  power,  and 
olumed  the  right  of  onlimited  taxation  as  being 
within  himself,  by  the  ready  ffrant  of  a  tame 
and  supple  Parliament,  a  hardy  and  fearless 
baron  (an  iron  baron)  sfud —  DeUgtttm  non 
potest  deUgwe,"  The  baron  won  liberty  and 
immortality ;  the  king  lost  bis  head.  This 
daim,  the  stem  reprcttdi.  and  the  commen- 
tary that  fdlowedf  are  dear  to  libutrr,  ud 
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stand  in  the  records  of  history,  ffir,  Oe  Stita 
cannot,  will  not  take  by  yonr  gift  ¥e  on^ 
not  to  give  it  if  we  could ;  hecanse  we  give  1 
power  to  destroy  this  neoessaiy  fabric  for  tbt 
public  wants,  the  public  neoeadties ;  this  shi«U 
for  pnblio  morals,  and  this  barrier  i^uut  tbe 
irmption  of  all  the  ills  that  invade  the  rights 
fair  dealbig  and  honest  indnstry.  I  trust  ttul 
this  amendment,  with  its  inddents  and  mbn- 
tates,  will  eaoh  be  rejected. 

Ur.  HuBixHBBBO,  having  asked  and  drtand 
leave  to  be  excosed  fhHU  voting  in  ooMqaeu 
<tf  his  Ittving  recently  acqoired  some  cf  t» 
stock  of  the  bulk, 

The  qneetion  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  T. 
was  pat,  and  negatived — ^yeas  89,  naja  93, 

Ur,  Watbx  then  moved  an  amttdmmt,  in 
snbstanoe,  viz.,  that  the  bank  should  pay  to  tbe 
several  States,  for  the  privilege  of  bfincg 
branches  therein,  an  annnity  of  one  per  cent 
on  the  cfq>itd  stock  which  may  be  as^goed  to 
each  tiranch,  but  which  he  withdrew  in  fty<H' of 

Mr.  W.  B.  Davis,  who  proposed  uiotiff 
amendment,  in  sabstanca,  viz.,  to  nrowle  thtf 
nodiing  in  this  act,  or  the  on^nd  ae^  duidi 
be  oonstroed  to  e^npt  or  deprive  flw  sevoil 
States  of  their  power  of  taxation. 

The  amendment  was  debated  at  loigth. 
,  Mr.  Adahs  remarked  that  it  was  in  to 
nullify  tiie  deddons  made  on  this  saljjcct  If 
tbe  Supreme  Oourt. 

After  some  further  discasdon  by  Mean 

BtXSWOBTH,  DaTIS,  iHOXBBOUf  SOd  HOBBil^ 

Mr.  H.  moved  a  call  of  the  ^nse,  lAidi  m 

nu;atived. 

Mr.  Kabshall  said  it  appeared  to  bim  to  be 
appropriate,  while  we  are  ^geagfiA  in  constdtnn; 
the  propriety  of  recognizing  the  power  of  tbe 
States  to  tax  this  institatioD,  or  of  waSanii 
sndi  power  upon  them,  to  look  back  tqKoi  tiie 
instances  In  which  this  power  had  been  exerdiedi 
or  attempted  to  be  exerdsed,  on  tiw  ptrt  (tf 
Staiest'that  we  might  thas  see  what  would  pnbi- 
bly  be  the  effect  ofthe  recognition  or  grant  of  tbe 
power,  if  now  expresdy  made.  He  recdlected 
three  instances  of  the  exercise,  or  attempted 
exercise,  of  such  a  power,  by  KentBdLy.bl 
Ohio,  and  by  Maryland.  In  two  of  these  o« 
he  was  certain,  and  in  all  of  thnn  he  belieidi 
the  open  and  avowed  olgect  ik  impoaiig  tbj 
tax  was  to  drive  the  bruiohes  of  the  Unitd 
States  Bank  from  those  States  reepeodTeIr; 
and,  from  the  amonnt  (rf  the  tax  imposed,  nch 
most  have  beoi  the  ^eot,  if  the  tax  hid  bw 
collected-  Sinoe,  then,  tbe  newer  to  to, nufu 
be  nsed  for  the  purpose,  and  to  the 
destroying  tbe  satgeot ;  and  as  experience  bw 
shown  that  it  had  been  attempted  to  be  ofM 
for  thf^  porpose,  and  to  that  extent,  in 
to  the  bank,  it  seemed  to  him  to  in^!^J 
palpable  inconsistency  for  those  who  maintuod 
the  oonstitational  power  of  Congress  to  ai** 
this  charter,  and  who  intended  to  vote  for  tte 
continuance  of  the  buik,  to  iose^  in  tbe  ins^* 
ment  which  sfaonld  provide  for  its  <«»*5^ 
ezistencei  the  grant  or  reoognitiai  of  ft  iv" 
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in  other  doTenunrats,  which,  JadgLoff  from  the 
past  be  was  Jnstd^^d  <»7iiu  wonid  hy  sotne 
of  those  Govenunento  he  used  for  the  pnrpose 
of  deatroying  it.  To  Rrant  to  the  Stateij  or  to 
admit  that  they  already  possess  the  unlimited 
power  of  taxing  the  branches  situated  within 
them  respectiTeiy,  was  to  admit,  or  to  grant  to 
the  States  the  right  to  defeat  and  destroy  the 
purposes  and  objects  for  which  the  bank  might 
be  created ;  and  was  bo  obvionsly  and  utterly  at 
war  with  the  principles  on  which  alone  this 
charter  conld  he  nudntained  to  he  ooustitti- 
tion^  that  he  thonght  it  impoi^bld  for  titose 
who  mteiided  to  vote  tor  the  <durtflr,  abo  to 
■ai^rt  the  amendment  now  under  oooAdenr 
tjon. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  "iti.  Davis 
was  n^itiTed— yeas  81,  urs  108. 

Mr.  WATm  then  renewed  Uie  amendment  he 
had  just  withdrawn. 

Mr.  HowABD  sn^iested  as  a  modification,  to 
insert,  "and  no  bonoi  shall  be  piUd  by  the 
bulk;"  and  sud,  if  this  was  added,  be  would 
vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Watns  accepted  the  so^Kestion,  and 
modified  his  amendment  according. 

After  a  protracted  debate,  in  whioh  Means. 
Fatton,  Doddbidsb,  Ihobbsoll,  Watsk,  Oom- 
TSK,  and  iKTXir  took  port, 

The  qnesUon  cut  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Watttb,  as  modifiedf  was  negatived — ^yeas  C6, 
nays  108. 

Mr.  Hubbabd  proposed  an  amendment,  that 
the  States  may  have  the  power  to  tax  the  bonk 
brandies  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  one-balf  per 
cent. 

Negatived — ^yeas  81,  nays  90. 

Mr.  Obaio  sud  it  was  evident  that  the  bill 
woold  he  carried  in  a  shape  not  very  different 
from  what  it  was.  He  would  therefore  move 
the  previooB  qaestion.   It  was  not  seconded. 

Mr.  Bill  proposed  an  amendment,  in  sub- 
itance,  viz :  that  there  shonld  be  a  tax  m  the 
profits  of  tiie  branches  in  each  State^  notunwed- 
mg  the  tax  by  the  local  banks.  Theamend- 
ment  was  uegatiTed-~yeaa  87,  ni^s  94. 

Mr.  Kasx  mored  an  amendment  In  the  toi- 
lowing  fonn : 

**  On  so  much  of  the  capital  stock  held  by  foreign- 
era  or  their  agents,  there  shall  be  paid  hj  the 
prendent,  out  of  their  Fespeotive  dividends  on 
stock,  one  per  cent.** 

He  indsted  that  it  was  no  more  than  jost 
that  a  State  should  be  allowed  to  tax  tbe  capital 
of  branch  banks  within  its  own  limits.  For 
however  convenient  such  branches  might  he,  it 
most  be  admitted  that  their  capital  took  the 
place  of  jnat  so  maoh  State  bank  capital,  which 
wonld  otherwise  be  onploy ed,  and  whioh  wonld 
yield  the  Bt^  a  revenue, 

Mr.  Adahs  remarked  that  this  was,  in  effect, 
saying  that  foreigners  ahoold  not  hold  any 
stock. 

Mr.  Watvi  oonld  not  vote  for  this  amend- 
ment, as  he  was  willing  to  make  the  bank  as 
good  as  he  conld,  but  not  as  bad  as  he  eonld. 


[H.or& 

Kr.  BoBD^  ot  Fennsylnmia,  sidd  it  seemed  to 
him  that  tbe  propoaition  submitted  by  his  col- 
league was  entitled  to  respeotftil  oonnderation. 
Let  us  examine  it,  said  Hr.  B.,  and  decide  upon 
its  merits.  Itpropoees  that  on  so  much  of  the 
capital  stock  of  the  United  States  Bank  as  shall 
or  may  be  held  by  foreigners  or  their  agents  on 
or  after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1886,  there  shall 
be  paid,  annoally^  by  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  stud  bank,  into  tbe  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  one  per  cent,  to  tie  deducted  from  the 
dividend  which  may  be  dae  and  payable  to  sud 
foreigners  or  their  agents.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea 
to  a  very  great  amount  is  held  by  foreigners. 
In  using  the  term  foreigners  here,  I  mean  per- 
sons subject  to  for^gn  Oove|iiments.  and  not 
redding  within  the  Imited  Statea.  This  is  not 
oljectionable,  and  it  conclosively  proves  that 
great  confidence  is  entert^ed  in  the  statnlity 
of  the  institution,  and  that  it  has  been  prudently 
as  well  as  profitably  conducted.  For,  after  all, 
it  is  interest  which  governs  in  oases  of  this  kind. 
Does  any  one  believe  that  it  was  with  a  sole 
view  to  benefit  this  country  that  those  foreigners 
were  induced  to  make  sndi  investments  I  Cer- 
tainly not,  Th^  believed  that  stock  in  this 
bank  wonld  be  mvdnotive,  and  tb^  oaloalated 
wisely,  as  expenmuw  has  demonstrated.  We 
were  well  pleased  that  they  sent  thdr  mon^ 
here,  and  I,  for  one,  would  have  no  ol^eotaon 
if  more  of  it  were  sent  or  brought  here, 
for  we  are  taught  to  believe  that  "  where  your 
treasure  is,  there  will  your  heart  be  also.'* 
Having  said  this  much  re^>ectii^Btock  held  by 
persons  not  residing  withm  the  United  States, 
it  is  hoped  that  I  may  be  excused  for  inquiring 
what  right  has  this  foreign  capitiJ,.employea 
here  and  yielding  a  handsome  per  cent,  to  the 
owners  of  it,  to  be  exempted  from  bearing  its. 
share  of  the  necessary  expenses  of  a  Qovemment 
which  affords  it  employment  and  seenrih*.  L 
fbr  .one,  do  not  perceive  the  Justice  of  it.  It 
may  be  stud,  the  fi>rdgn  owners  of  this  stodc 
have  entered  into  contract,  and  pud  their  pro- 
portion  of  the  bonus;  true,  and  so  have  the 
stockholders  who  reside  in  this  country.  Do- 
mestic capital  bears  its  share  of  this  contribution 
for  banking  privil^;es  afforded  by  Government, 
and  also  pays  taxes  for  State  purposes.  I,  there- 
fore, am  not  willing  that  Baring  and  Brothers, 
and  other  wealthy  foreign  capitalists,  having 
money  profitably  employed  here,  should  pay 
less  to  the  support  of  State  Governments,  and 
the  unprovements  made  within  their  UmltL 
than  the  owner  or  owners  of  a  small  tract  tx 
land,  or  Uie  man  who  has  his  debt  seeured  1^ 
bond  or  jndgment. 

One  word  more  concerning  this  bonus  made 
up  of  both  foreign  and  domestic  contribution. 
What  is  iti  miy,  sir,  UtUe  more  than  an 
eqnivdent  for  the  Govwnment  deports  made 
in  this  bank  and  its  branches,  amounting,  annu- 
ally, to  many  millions  of  dollars.  At  tibis  pro- 
tracted period  of  debate,  I  shall  not  disonss  the 
power  possessed  by  the  States  <tf  this  Union  to 
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tax  the  stock  of  foreigners  in  this  bank.  Should 
there  be  any  doubt  aboat  it,  we  can  easily 
remove  it  by  acknowledging  the  ri^t  in  the 
law  which  creates  its  charter.  It  will  go  into 
existence  under  it,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
preeent  charter,  and  Bubpect  to  its  provisions. 
Therefore,  when  a  boon  is  to  be  granted,  let  us 
exact  onr  jast  dues.  la  a  corporation,  a  thing 
without  sool  or  bowels,  as  the  book  says,  the 
profits  of  whose  exertions  are  ia  a  great  measure 
to  be  enjoyed  by  citizens  oi  other  oonntriea, 
to  have  higher  piiTileges  than  citizens  of  our 
own  coQnti7 1  I  hope  not. 

These  observations  are  not  made  from  any 
hostile  feeling  toward  this  banli,  for  I  am  in 
f^vor  of  its  being  reohartered,  believing  that  it 
has  a  powerful  infloence  in  keeping  the  cuireney 
of  the  country  in  a  sound  state,  Msides  the  md 
which  it  affoixls  the  Government  respecting  the 
coUeotion  and  transmission  of  the  revenue.  The 
distress  and  embarrassment  whidi  fell  upon  us 
when  the  impolitic  measure  of  prostrating  this 
bank  was  resorted  to  at  a  former  period,  added 
to  tiie  difficulties  necessarily  produced  by  the 
embargo  and  non-intercoorae  preceding  the  last 
war,  ought  to  warn  ns  of  the  evils  which  follow 
our  refusing  to  reoharter  this  bank.  The  idea 
<^  a  Treasury  bank  ia,  to  me,  chimerical.  I 
have  seen  your  Treasury  notes,  bearing  interest 
lut  war,  offered  at  a  discount  of  fifteen  per  cent., 
and  people  unwilling  to  purchase  them. 

I,  therefore,  conceive  that  this  resolution,  if 
acted  on  so  as  to  become  a  part  of  this  bill,  will 
form  a  wholesome  provision  in  it,  and  be  a 
matter  of  strict  j  nstioe  to  our  own  citizens ;  and 
that  no  foreigner  ou^t  to  complain  of  it,  and, 
therefore,  hope  it  may  prevwl. 

Mr.  Ola-ytov  thought  it  a  reaxauUe  proposi- 
tion. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  negsp 
lived — ^yeas  77,  nays  110. 

Hr.  Clayton  proposed  an  amendment,  in  sub- 
stance, viz.,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawfhl  for  any 
foreii^er  to  hold  any  stock  in  the  bank,  under 
penalty  of  forfeitnre ;  and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  indulge  him  with  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
tJiis  motion.  The  House  refused  to  order  the 
yeas  and  nays;  and  the  amendment  of  Hr. 
CiATTOH  was  then  negatived. 

Hr.  Lbwxs  moved  an  amendment,  providing 
that  after  the  acceptance  of  the  amended  char- 
ter, it  should  not  lie  lawftil  for  the  bank  to  take 
more  than  five  per  cent  npon  loans  or  dis- 
counts ;  which  was  Iviefly  diBonsBed  by  Heesrs. 
Lswia  and  JDodzaido^  and  was  lost — yeas  88, 
nays  108. 

Mr.  OuTTON  moved  a  proviso  that  nothing 
in  this  act  be  construed  to  restrain  the  inoorpo- 
niiion  of  another  bank,  or  baoka,  by  Congress ; 
which  was  lost  without  a  divinon. 

Mr.  MoKat  moved  a  provinon  that  the  oaahier 
of  the  bank  shall  report  to  the  treasnr^  of  each 
State  wherein  branches  are  located,  the  amount 
of  capital  stock  owned  by  foreigners,  and  the 
brandies  shall  pay  upon  their  proporticm  of  such 
stock,  aooording  to  the  capital  asrigned  tiiem, 
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into  the  State  Treaamies  reqteotin^  the  m 
rate  of  tax  as  is  assessed  cm  the  itock  of  Sub 

banks. 

This  ^oviKon  wasdiscnsBed1^Me«n.Hn- 
CKfi,  HoKat,  and  BrntoBS,  and  was  lost— jeis  Tt. 
nays  101. 

Hr.  Ha  WIS  moved  an  amendmoit  tlut  tbi 
charter  be  not  extended  for  a  period  exeeediag 
ten  years ;  which  was  lost  wiuioot  s  fiririia. 

lit.  HoBH  moved  a  proriso  tint  no  £ncta. 
or  officer  of  the  bsDk,  should  vote  ttinfdK- 
tion  in  behalf  of  other  Btockbolden,  I17  raiK 
oiyroxy\  dot  ahonld  any  proqr  to  tsjjam 
be  valid  iter  a  period  exoeemng  tfaiity  d^TB  aSa 
it  was  given.  This  was  kst  withoot  1 
visiiHi. 

Hr.  Howard  was  friendly  to  the  bank,  ud 
should  probably  vote  for  its  redisrter;  tetlte 
was  convinced  that  it  was  iigurious  to  its  tnt 
interests  to  press  this  bill  farther  at  this  tioL 
He  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  the  amendnKfiB 
on  t^e  t^le;  which  was  negatived— yen  £1, 
nays  104. 

After  the  vote  was  declared, 

Ifr.  UoDiTFni  rose,  and  requested  the  fiiaA 
of  the  bank  to  mnidn  in  th^  seats,  tni  w 
down  all  the  amendmoite  that  mi^betiaat 
to  ^e  amendment  he  had  proposed,  as  it  n 
obvious  they  were  oflfeved  merdy  fiv  deb?,  b 
was  highly  important  that  the  Ull  be  aov  & 
posed  of. 

Hr.  F.  Thomas  moved  an  addition  of 
to  the  bonus  imposed  by  the  Inll  as  it  csnc 
from  the  SenatOb  This  waauegatiTed-jeaiA 
nays  109. 

Hr.  CouLTEB  moved  a  provisiw  thst  •  Jo'^ 
Oommittee  be  annnally  appointed,  to  be  not- 
posed  of  <me  member  c£  uie  Saute,  and  t*^ 
monbers  of  the  Hooae,  whose  iatj  it  Am 
be  to  vimt  and  thwonf^i^  examine  the  tnn» 
tioDB  of  the  banJc,  and  report  a  statetDoii  ^ 
their  dfnnga^  and  of  the  sitaation  of  tbe  bel 
to  Ooi^resB ;  upon  which  rep<»t  (if  nnfiwonlite* 
Congress  should  have  the  right  of  pasang  1  lt< 
repelling  the  charter  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  C.  advocated  this  provisiw  st  kngo- 
It  had  been  found  necessary  in  Pemaj^nM 
to  insert  a  condition  of  repeal  in  the  but  dm- 
ters  granted  by  the  States.  He  hadbeenis- 
formed  that  such  was  the  recent  prselice  a 
New  York  and  in  other  States. 

The  proposition  was  r^eoted. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Ur.  IbiDnffii 
amendment,  (expnnf^ng  that  claose  0^  tiie  w 
which  restneteothe  niunber  of  brBDdiMis>V 
one  State  to  two,)  and  was  agreed  to  witfaoat  1 
division. 

Hr.  KoTBS  Babbeb  then  demanded  tbe  ^ 
viouB  question ;  whidd  demanded  was  frastww 
— yeas  86,  nays  64. 

Hr.  Benchkb  demanded  the  yeas  and  dstsm 
the  previous  question ;  which  were  ordered. 

On  this  question—"  Shall  the  mam  qaestwo 
be  now  put  ? "  the  yeas  wwe  82,  nays  95. 

80  the  House  decided  that  the  maiii  1?*^ 
tiaa  shoold  not  thai  be  pot. 
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Mr.  iSscBOKE  then  rose  to  move  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  this  Toto ;  when 


Tui8Di.T,  JtHj  8. 
Sani  qf  ^  United  StatM. 

The  qneetion  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
ICnon  to  noonrider  the  vote  by  which  the 
Honse  had  on  tiie  prerioos  ni^t  reftaaed  to 
allow  the  prerknu  qoesticat  to  be  then  pnt, 

Ur.  Out  moved  to  1^  Hr,  M.*8  motion  on 
the  table ;  Irat  consented  to  withdraw  that  mo- 
tion upon  the  reqnesi  of 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  who  made  an 
explanation  re^>ecting  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  voted  jestMday,  and  advocated  the  recon- 
sideration. 

Hr.  Out  now  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Mibobb  on  the  table. 

After  varioiu  inqniries  in  relation  to  order 
had  been  pat  to  the  Ohtur,  and  answered. 

The  qnestion  on  laying  the  motion  to  reoon- 
aider,  tea^  on  the  taUe^  was  pat,  and  earried — 
yeas  80,  nays  63. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  strike  ont 
the  seventh  section  of  the  bill,  and  insert  in  lien 
thereof  a  providon  that  the  bank  should  not 
take  a  higher  rate  of  interest  on  ita  loans  or  dis- 
connts  than  five  per  cent. 

ICr.  Thouson,  of  Ohio,  oflbred  the  fidlowing 
as  an  amendment : 

"A  tax  not  exccedbig  eight  per  cent,  on  the 
dividend  umuallj  collected  and  declared,  which  tax 
shall  be  faSA  into  the  Treasurr  of  each  State  in 
wbich  said  bank  shall  make  discounts,  either  bj' 
itself  or  its  branches,  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
of  cUvIdends  c(dlected  in  each  State ;  which  said  tax 
ehall  be  paid  on  the  4th  dayofHarch  In  each  year, 
during  ^e  tenn  of  fiAeea  yean;  and  a  statement 
of  the  amount  so  paid  by  tiie  bank  shall  be  made  by 
the  president  thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa> 
ury  of  the  United  States  on  or  before  tiie  let  day 
of  April  in  each  of  the  fifteen  years  afOTesaid." 

Mr.  Dkabbobh  Oierenpon  moved  the  pravions 
qoesUon ;  which  was  seconded — ^yeas  94. 

The  previons  qnestion  was  then  pnt  as  fol- 
lows :  "  Shall  the  main  qneation  be  now  put  ? " 
and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  ^rmative 
—96  to  83. 

The  main  qaestion  was  then  stated  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  he  read  a  third  tfane^  and  decided 
"hj  yeas  and        as  follows : 

TxAs.— Uessrs.  Adams,  C.  Allen,  H.  Allen,  All- 
son,  Appleton,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Bab- 
cock,  Bsinks,  N.  Barber,  J.  S.  Barboor,  Barringer, 
Barstow,  L  0.  Bates,  Briggs,  Bucbcr,  Bollard,  Burd, 
Bnrges,  Choate,  Collier,  L.  Condict,  S.  Condit, 
E.  Cooke,  B.  Cooke,  Cooper,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Craig, 
Crane,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Darnel,  J.  Davis,  Dear- 
bom,  Denny,  Dewart,  Doddridge,  Drayton,  Ells- 
worth, G.  Evans,  J.  Evans,  E.  Everett,  H.  Everett, 
Ford,  GUmore,  OrenneU,  Hodges,  Helster,  Horn, 
Hughes,  Hootington,  Ihrie,  Ingersoll^  Irrin,  Isaoks, 
Jenifer,  Kendall,  H.  King,  Kiur  Letcher,  Msan, 


[H.  or  & 

HarsbaU,  Maxwell,  KcCoy,  HcDulBe,  HcEennsn, 
Mercer,  Hilligan,  Newton,  Pearce,  Pendleton, 
Pitcher,  Potts,  Randolph,  J.  Reed,  Root,  Rnssel, 
Semmes,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  ^epperd.  Blade, 
&nith,  Sootbard,  Spence,  Stanberry,  SteiAens, 
Stewart,  Stone,  Sutheriand,  Taylor,  P.  Thomas, 
Tompkins,  I^aey,  Yanob  Yerpluck,  Yinton, 
Washington,  Watmot^,  E.  Whittlesey,  F.  Wlut- 
tlesey,  E.  D.  White,  Wlckliffe,  Williams,  Tono^ 
108. 

Kats. — Messrs.  Adair,  Alexander,  Anderson, 
Archer,  J.  Bates,  Beardsley,  Bell,  Bergen,  Bethnne, 
James  Bhdr,  John  Blair,  Bouck,  BoiOdin,  Branch, 
Cambreleng,  Carr,  Chandler,  Chinn,  Claibome,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Coke,  Conner,  W.  R.  Davis,  Dayan,  Double- 
day,  Felder,  Fitzgerald,  Foster,  Qaitber,  Qordoo, 
GrlfBn,  X.  H.  HaU,  W.  Hall,  Mammons,  Harper, 
Hawes,  ^wkins,  Homnan,  Eo^ui,  Holland,  Howard, 
Hubbard,  Jarvis,  Gave  Johnson,  Kavana^^,  Kennon, 
A.  King,  J.  ^g,  Laaar,  Learitt,  Lecompte,  Lewis, 
Lyon,  Mardis,  Muon,  UcCarty,  Mclntire,  McKay, 
Mitchell,  Newnan,  Nuckolls,  Fatton,  Pleraon,  Polk, 
E.  G.  Reed,  Bencher,  Roane,  Soule,  Speight,  Stan- 
difer,  F.  Thomas,  W.  Thompson,  J.  Thomson,  War^ 
Wardwcll,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Wheeler,  0.  F.  White, 
Wilde,  Worthington— 81. 

Mr.  Bkabdslbt  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  to 
make  way  for  a  motion  that  the  bill  receive  its 
third  reading  this  day. 

Mr.  Rked,  of  New  York,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  this  motion ;  which  ]>eing  ordered 
and  taken,  the  role  was  suspended — ^yeas  134, 
navs  60. 

Mr.  Dbabbobn  moved  the  previous  qnestion ; 
which  being  seconded  by  a  mtyority  of  the 
House, 

Mr.  BouLDiN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  previous  qnestion;  whiui  b^ng  taken, 
stood— yeas  109,  nays  76. 

So  the  previous  question  was  ordered. 
'  The  main  question  was  then  accordingly  put, 
"  Shall  this  bill  pass !  "  and  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows — 
yeas  107,  nays  86, 

So  the  biU  was  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Senate  as  amended. 

Mr.  J.  8.  Babboijx  having  been  called  ont  for 
a  few  minutes  on  representative  duty,  and  being 
thereby  absent  when  the  qnestitm  was  potj 
requested  leave  to  reoord  his  vote. 

MI.  W.  B.  Bavis  sdd  he  was  slmilarlr  cir- 
cumstanced; but  leave  was  refosed  to  both. 


Wednksdat,  July  4. 
Public  Landt. 
JSr.  Lbwis  Cokdiot  moved  that  the  Hoon 
reconsider  tlte  vote  of  yesterday  by  which  '*  the 
act  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  pablio  lan^  and  for 
granting  lands  to  certain  States,"  was  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  Deonnber  next ;  and 
after  a  call  of  the  House,  and  the  qnestion  being 
taken  thereon,  the  Honse  refhsed  to  reconsider 
the  vote — ^yeas  86,  nays  100. 

The  mnainder  of  day's  ntting  was  nwnt 
en  the  qoarantine  bill,  uid  vaiiooa  pension  Wk. 
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Thitssdat,  July  6. 

Th«  Alleged  Fraud. 

Mr.  Dbatton,  from  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee appoint^  to  iaqoire  whether  an  at- 
tempt was  made  the  late  Secretary  of  "War, 
J4dm  H.  Eaton,  frandnlently  to  give  Samnel 
Hooaton,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  con- 
owned  witii  said  Hooston,  a  contract  for  snp- 
plyiag  rMti(BiB  to  «nigrating  Indians,  made 
a  report  aoomquuiied  wiUi  the  following  reso- 
Intionfl: 

JimAM^  Tliat  John  H.  Eaton,  the  late  Secretary 
of  War,  and 'Samnel  Houston,  do  stand  entirely 
acquitted,  in  the  jud^ent  of  this  House;  from  aU 
inpatation  of  fraud,  either  committed,  or  attempted 
to  be  committed  hj  them,  or  by  either  of  them,  in 
any  matter  relating  to,  or  oonneeted  with,  the 
premises. 

StMlmd.  That  all  the  aridenee  which  was  anb- 
uitted  to  the  comndttee,  together  with  the  journal 
of  tb^  proceedings,  be  annexed  to,  and  recorded 
with,  this  report ;  which  report  was  read,  and  the 
docmnents  therewith  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Pvhlio'I^t  Day — Cholera. 

The  following  joint  resolntionfrcMn  the  Senate 
having  had  its  first  and  second  reading,  waning 
up  (HI  its  last  reading  viz : 

Re»<d\ied  by  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  Jtepreaenta- 
(MM  0^  the  United  Btatea  of  America  in  Congren 
a—embled.  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses 
Widt  on  the  Frendent  of  the  TTnited  States,  and 
request  that  he  recommend  a  da^,  to  be  designated 
by  him,  of  public  humiliation,  prayer,  and  fasting, 
to  be  observed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States 
with  religious  sofemnity,  and  with  ftrrent  sapplicac 
timu  to  Ahnighty  Qon  that  He  wIU  l>e  gradoody 
pleased  to  continoe  His  blesaings  upon  our  country, 
and  that  He  will  avert  from  it  the  Ariatic  scourge 
which  has  readied  our  borders ;  or  if,  in  the  dis- 
peneations  of  His  prbvidence,  we  are  not  to  be 
exempted  IVom  the  'calamity,  that,  through  His 
boontutal  meroy,  its  aevetity  may  be  mitigated,  and 
ita  duration  shortened— 

Ifr.  PLTJHifBB  said  that  he  conid  not  agree  to 
this  resolntion.  There  was  no  gentleman  in 
that  House,  not  a  professor  of  religion,  who 
entertained  a  higher  respect  for  it  than  himself. 
He  amiroTed  of  the  practice  of  fastine,  and 
thonght  it  was  highly  proper  that  days  ^onld 
ooeasioDaUy  be  set  Sftart  for  fasting,  hnmilia- 
tion,  and  prayer ;  bat  he  did  not  think  that  the 
aathorities  of  the  oountrr  bad  any  thing  to  do 
with  matters  of  this  land.  He  did  not  find  in 
the  constitntion  any  power  conferred  on  the 
President  to  appoint  a  day  for  snch  a  purpose. 
He  knew  that  it  had  been  contended  that  what 
was  now  a^ed  from  the  Executive  was  not  an 
authoritative  order,  bnt  simply  a  recommenda- 
tion. That  was  very  true ;  bnt  it  was  also  true 
that  such  a  recommendation,  proceeding  in  the 
fbnn  of  a  proclamation  fhmn  the  Obief  Magis- 
trate, wonld  come  to  the  people  oloUied  in  Exec- 
utive authority.  Were  u  ot^Mnris^  tiw  whole 


[Jn,r,  ISC 

proceeding  would  be  nugatory.  The  Execctin 
was  asked  to  set  apart  and  ^)pomt  i  day  to  be 
observed  throughout  the  nation.  Ithadbea 
further  contended  that  there  were  preoedentt 
for  snc^  a  recommendation.  Mr.  P.  had  care- 
fully examined  the  precedents  on  leeori,  ul 
all  he  could  find  was,  a  reconuneAdalion  tlst 
the  several  States  set  i^art  di^  <tf  hiiaagmi 
prayer.  There  was  no  preoedesit  to  b»  fiml 
of  any  application  on  the  part  of  Coograito 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  nuJ»aj 
SQch  appointment,  and  he  hoped  it  would  lot 
now  be  d<Hie  for  the  flnt  time.  Admitting 
the  approach  of  snch  a  calamity  upon  our  bor- 
ders did  make  it  obligatory  to  aj^xmit  sodi  i 
day,  still  there  existed  a  stronger  ressm  vhr  | 
this  resolntion  ooght  not  to  be  adopted.  Tboe  [ 
was  something  in  the  time  and  in  the  atm- 
stances,  which  rendered  it  highly  isdeoorocs 
to  pas?  it.  The  House  had  all  seem  in  the  p^mf 
the  (^nion  ^pressed  the  Emmtive  bniid 
of  the  Oovenunent,  that  llie  oonttibitioD  pm 
him  no  power  to  nuke  any  snob  mpointiKK. 
With  such  an  expresoon  of  tlie  ofimni  of  iIk 
Prasidwt  before  them,  Mr.  P.  asked  if  it  woad 
be  expedient^  if  it  was  respectful,  if  it  vasd^ 
corona  on  the  part  of  that  House  to  ^pcinl  ■ 
committee  to  ask  the  Preudent  to  do  that  vliid 
he  had  pnblidy  declared  it  as  his  <mium  lU 
he  had  no  conititutional  power  to  da  tvK! 
one  knew  that  the  President  was  a  sw<Hik  (fion: 
yet  gentlemen  were  now  in  favor  (^askisgluiL 
after  he  had  taken  an  oath  to  ohserre  tb«  con- 
stitution, to  do  an  act  which  he  declared  to  be 
against  the  constitntion.  There  was  ibo  intht 
papers  an  expressiim  of  o[diii(m  hj  Oe  Shcd- 
tive  of  one  of  the  States,  which  set  fathfte 
reascma  why  such  an  act  wonld  be  agwnit  tb 
spirit  of  the  oonstitution.  The  reascns  tbn 
given  by  the  Governor  of  New  York  must 
shoold  think,  be  sufficient  to  convipoe  c« 
that  the  Execntive  Magistrate  had  no 
power.  Mr.  P.  concluded  by  saying  thst  be  £d 
not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House,  tet 
considered  it  due  to  himself  to  say  thoi  tnnii 
in  vindication  of  the  vote  he  was  aboni  v 
give. 

Mr.  Dbasbobn,  In  reply  to  the  raurk 
Mr.  Plubiukb,  that  no  precedent  was  le  ^ 
found  for  snob  a  measure  as  wasnowpropoieJ, 
read  to  that  gentleman,  and  to  tlw  Hm^ 
a  rescdution  passed  by  Oodoimi  in  ^ 

Sointing  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the  Fwi- 
entL  and  re<;|aeet  hira  to  ttf^point  a  dqr  of  fin- 
ing, humiliation,  and  prayer.  He  thearetdto 
him  anotiier  resolution  of  a  similar  tenor,  law^ 
in  1814 ;  and  referred  him  to  a  third,  aac^e^ 
at  the  close  of  the  last  war,  for  a  conunittee  u 
request  the  President  to  appoint  a  day  of  geoen- 
thaoksnving.  Hr.  D.  considered  the  measm 
as  neither  indecorous  nor  inexpedient  If 
a  measure  of  this  description  wss  fit  w 
becoming,  it  certiunly  was  so  at  a  jnnctnre  ^ 
the  present ;  and  he  hoped  that  no  godkicu 
would  ol^ect  to  so  reasonable  aoA  beoomio^  ^ 
act  as  the  reqoest  fbr  ft  dagr  (^  BcdMnii, 
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hamiliation,  with  a  view  to  ardrt  a  great 
national  calamity. 

Mr.  Batbs  moved  to  iaj  the  resolalion  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WHiTTLBaBT  demanded  the  yeas  and 
najs ;  which  wne  token,  and  stood— jeas  46, 
nara  91. 

So  the  House  reftued  to  ]hj  the  reBolntion  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  'BMKDy  of  IbuMaehnsetts.  expresring  bun- 
self  fiiTorable  to  the  resolntion,  oat  strongly 
opposed  to  having  it  debated,  mowi  tibe  pre- 
T10T18  qnestion ;  bats  on  request,  consented  to 
withdraw  the  motion. 

1£t.  Bkll,  with  a  -new  to  obviate  the  ohjeo- 
tiona  which  were  felt  to  the  resolution  in  its 
present  form,  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  the 
words  "  if  in  bis  opinion  It  is  proper." 

The  Chaib  reminded  Mr.  Bell  that  it  was  not 
in  order  in  the  House  to  amend  a  joint  resolution 
in  its  present  stage. 

Mr.  Bbix,  of  Tennessee,  thereupon  moved 
tiiat  the  pesolntion  be  recommitted  to  the  Oom< 
mittee  of  the  Ifhole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
with  instructions  to  amend  the  resolatlon  la  ^e 
foUowing  manner : 

Strike  out  the  words  "a  Joint  Oommittee  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress  wait  upon  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Uidted  States,  and  request  that  be 
recommend,"  and  insert  in  lien  thereof  that 
"  Wednesday,  the  26th  of  this  month,  be  recom- 
mended to  the  peoide  oi  the  United  States  to  be 
,  observed,"  &o.  • 


[a  »«. 

MoNDAT,  July  9. 
Ftiblic  Fait  Day. 

The  House  resomed  the  ocmnderation  of  the 
resolution  &om  the  Senate,  respecting  a  day  of 
humiliation,  fasting,  and  i^ayer. 

After  a  protracted  and  somewhat  angry  de- 
bate, mainly  on  points  of  order,  the  subjeot  was 
disposed  of  by  commit^g  the  resolution  to  a 
Select  Oommittee  (Messrs.  Bblx;  Ynrroir,  and 
Bebd)  with  Instraodons  to  amend  by  inserting 
fhe2a<^Angnst. 


l[oinu.r,  Joly  16,  6  A.  IL 

A  committee  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foix, 
appointed,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  join 
each  committee  as  maybe  appointed  on  ^e  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  I^ident  of  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  that,  unless  ho 
may  have  other  communications  to  make  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  they  are  ready  to 
adjourn. 

Shortly  after  which,  Mr.  Pouc  and  Jb.  Taa>- 
LA.Y,  as  the  committee,  proceeded  to  the  Presi- 
dent, and  having  returned,  Mr.  Pole  commmii- 
cated  to  the  House  that  they  had  waited  ac- 
cordingly on  the  President,  who  infmmed  them 
that  he  had  no  other  message  or  oommnnication 
to  make  to  the  House ;  and,  on  motion, 

The  Honse  tiiereaftw  immediately  Myoomed. 
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Us  ol4eet,88B;  Is  this  view  donbtedrSflB;  the  19th  sec- 
tloD  «f  the  ehsttor,  M;  sseend  gronad  opoa  wUdt  tbe 
floart  Tidied  Is  tbe  8th  sztVde  of  the  eharter,  868;  what 
b  Ob  Minlag  of  the  ailkler  868;  three  tptOOi 
obfarttoM  to  tbe  eoastnuttoa  oi  the  eoott,  ttt;  U 
Momsi  that  tbswoidHS  SN  MBtnel^lSr;  thssa  M» 
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den  are  exelnded  from  all  roTenne  pimento  to  the 
United  States,  88T;  points  of  IneompetlbllltT'  betweoa 
this  enrrencr  and  the  reqnlramenta  of  the  charter,  88T; 
theae  orders  cannot  serre  fcr  onrtenej  becanse  thej  are 
anlffeet  to  flu  Inr  of  eBdMBBUe  mv,  848;  being  oaee 
paid  they  are  doaa  wtth,  888;  not  erldeaeed  by  aar 
sign  that  eaa  Und  the  corporate  efhete  fbr  p^maat^ 
808;  they  are  not  drawn  in  the  oorpoiato  name  of  the 
bank,  809;  law  «t  this  point,  849;  caseof  Kiagvs.  Ugg^ 
889;  polnta,  870;  reasons  fbr  the  toTeatlos  of  these 
branch  bank  orders,  8T1;  nirratlTeoflbots,871;  Ghearse* 
report  to  the  stockhoUen,  871 ;  Blddle's  repcttt,  879; 
Impediments  nadar  which  the  bimk  soAied  under  Vf, 

Tlilsean«Bej'oa^ttobeaqpprsised,8T8;  ttslUssBl- 
ity  JnstUtss  Its  sappreaslon,  878 ;  Its  pendetoos  eoass- 
qneacea,  8T4;  these  orders  are  not  parable  In  the  Btatee 
where  lamed,  874;  not  a  new  thing,  874;  impoTotlahlng 
to  the  Btotee  where  lamed,  874 ;  statements  of  the  bank, 

874;  th*iniil«t«n  ftf  tti—  nwlw  h^lngliig  Wiawntiy 

with  connterftlti^  1TB;  power  giantad  hf  Oaagnsi  to 
the  beak,  870. 

Opinion  of  tb»  egwt  ntered  to  tborc,  SIT;  not  a 
arBaUe  pnUUtoi7  ef  titaee  orders  Is  to  be  ftond  l» 
the  act  of  inoorpoTstlon,  8T7;  powers  granted  la  the  Tth 
section  of  the  eharter,  8T8;  the  general  reisonlngsane- 
tloned  by  the  letter  of  the  dkarlor,  818;  these  ordetsai* 
described  in  the  18th  section  of  the  ehaitai^  aad  pto- 
teeted  aa  legal,  8n. 

Baeolntlons  propcelng  iaqnli^  which  would  ilBMt  the 
property  of  individuals  should  be  iatrodneed  with  can- 
tton,81t;  vhatelllstwoald.  tUslaqalirhmivaKlh* 
lastltBttoiir8T0. 

Twowaratobrtngabonttheol!]eettBTlew,8T9;  to> 
thor  remarks,  879;  leare  reftued,  860;  lutt,  8S0;  ros»- 
httloBS  of  laqnliy  snbmltted,  880;  Ihrthcr  reeolntiona 
sohmltted,  081 ;  answer  to  tiie  call  on  the  BecreUiy  of 
theneasnr7,S89;  It  had  bean  sappooed  all  the  btaaehat 
Inad  this  daaeriptiaa  of  eomncT,  889;  the  ameaat 
does  not  ezeeed  flTeBdlllMtdol)atB,a88;  speelediawB 
from  fb»  West,  889;  ftcta  shewa  1^  tiM  p^MS  XMd, 
888;  It  te  saU  that  oiden  an  sent  exaiaslTatr  to  the 
Testera  States,  890;  It  U  ssid  tbe  West  U  drslaed  ef 
gold  and  diver,  890 ;  does  not  the  ntj  Idea  of  a  brandi 
banfclndnde  the  pit Tllegeof  theae  drafts  or  wdetst  890; 
motion  Idd  on  the  table^  89L 

Jesdtortan— ImpMtaaea  <tf  the  qnestlon,  460;  ooaat- 
leasnMiiMlalsaadp«t[ttais,400;  bill  ooatlnnee  In  teM 
the  present  ehsiter  ft>r  fifteen  jean,  400;  iiiiirinflal  sad 
panmenat  «l||edts  of  grantlBg  the  pnaaat  eharter,  111; 
Diner  la  vUeb  thase  oltfeeto  were  to  be  oMstoed,  da ; 
dlssstrooB  oonseqneneee  of  snbstltatiiv  another  fbr  the 
present  hank,  481 ;  wdtnntil  the  doenmentsare  printed' 
463;  Imporlanoe  of  going  on  with  the  dlsonsdon,  468. 

Agen^  bj  which  the  bank  charter  was  seenred,  468; 
tnllainoe  of  tbe  bank  on  the  Interests  of  the  people  aad 
aegerenuaenlidSS;  astoaeearrsMTflftheaoBBtoj, 
dOB;  niennd  and  anttgiaeamByoBseflhe  peat  SDds 
eoBtaaplated  In  the  ematUatloii,  464;  In  tbe  staesMe 
of  the  United  States  Bank,  tbe  BtMa  banks  beoome  th* 
regulators  of  the  currency,  404;  a  well  ooadnoted  na- 
tional bank  haa  an  exoeedini^r  naefhl  and  eAottve 
opaiatlen  oa  the  p^er  dnalatloB  of  the  eoanti7, 484; 
we  onght  lathar  to  taanase  aad  taalUplr  oar  isaiiittle^ 
40& 

AmendmenteabredthataebrsnahshaDbeestobMsd 
la  aar  State  wlthoatOeMNnt  of  said  State,  466;  aad 
the  capital  subject  te  taxation,  466;  motion  tot  a  ysartr 
beans,  466;  better  that  the  bank  should  redaee  the  nto 
of  latarast  oa  loans  aad  diesoula,  468;  be  Alt  hr  the 
pMVit,  481;  flrc  per  eent.  a       nto  Ar  a  baBik  wtth 
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.    to  Bopwisda  this,  4tt;  tlM  SootUsh  taaUnc  iQrstem, 
tepanBlteMOiHaaeatW;  nana  hat  altlieMshaaM 
lestoskholdaiitML 

ne  qnastton  has  bam  pn^oaad  to  tUs  Ooagiaas 
thfl  PrceldBnt,  470;  whj  was  •  dedstoa  preaaod  at  the 
lut  SMslcni  r  4T0 ;  anuDdment  fin  a  fsarlr  bonna  adopted, 
4T0. 

Amandmeiit;  prohlblUiig  the  Uau  of  bills  lass  than 
tmnfy  dollars,  offirad,  419;  th«  pceoadnt  In  Kntfaad, 
«»;  sdopted,  4n. 

Tha  praporiUoB  VMUbHIiig  tha  aatabUshawrt  of  a 
Wueh  In  a  State  wlthmk  pannWoB  oontaa  a  pa«w  on 
»  State  toezpel  the  bank  at  pUanire,4TI;  what  Is  the 
otjeot  <rf  tha  motion  t  471 ;  onr  power  to  adopt  this 
amandinant  donbtfol,  411 ;  on  what  gronnd  do  tha  Btstea 
olalm  this  power  of  tazatlonr479;  a  branch  Is  bnt  an 
agsnoj',  47S;  tba  tmpulitf  of  tha  «p«ttl«i  this 
amendment  b  Mt  tha  onir  otdaotlui,  479;  It  prooeeds 
on  a  prlndpla  not  to  ba  aihnlttad,  411;  an  what  ground 
does  Congress  possess  tha  power  to  create  not  onlj  a 
bank,  bnt  a  bank  of  clroiilatlonr4TS;  otijoctof  thsoon- 
atltnUon  In  reetralntng  the  States  from  Isenlng  bfUs  of 
oredlt,  47S;  the  ereation  ot  State  banks  not  comlstant 
with  the  gruite  sad  prohitdU<as  of  the  oonstltoUon, 
478. 

The  powes  of  taxation  one  of  the  highest  attribatee 
•f  State  sofaialgn^,  AS;  taxea  In^ossd  bjr  AUmbu. 
*ilS;  tt  Is  said  •  bonus  Is  paid  tothsgSMnl  goram- 
inant,474;  power <rf  the  Stateatocnate  banka  aolong 
aetnleseed  In,  It  is  too  late  to  qnestton  It,  474;  how  is 
tb6  stock  held  hy  foreigners  to  be  eonsldered  as  exempt 
from  taxation  1 47tk 

The  amendments  prapos»d  embrsoa  two  distinct  qnes- 
ttont,  4TS;  aigunants  agatatt  tho  power  of  taxation, 
47S;  ease  of  UoOBlloekivdMt  tho  bank,  476;  thopn^ 
«tr  of  tho  BtookiioUan  n  foir  objaot  of  taaatloi^  419; 
tto  powar  to  Invoso  axbte  in  the  gtnnal  goranoMBt^ 
47B;  opinion  of  Hamilton  that  the  Btetea  hare  the 
power  of  taxatlan,  470 ;  laws  alreadf  psssed  for  taxing 
the  hank,  4TS;  taxation  bj-tha  State  <tf  Ohio,  476 ;  dr- 
cnnistaaces,  478;  banking  instltations  taxed  In  New 
ToA,4T7;  tho amandmant  ts  doclaratory  of  the  lights 
flf  tba  BtBtea,41T;  CongHSS  has datarndnad  that thssa 
iHrmbas  aia  Bot  naosMBty  to  tasUa  flw  goTcnmieat  to 
aanyon  Its  Ssoal  ooBoanu,4Tr;  this  sight  of  a  State 
nata  <m  tha  ssbm  foaadaUon  tha  to  tax  bads, 
478;  amendment*  lost,  47S. 

Series  of  smandmente  olTerod,  478 ;  Urst,  47> ;  ottJeot 
to  aboUah  the  ozdnslTe  piirllege,  470 ;  oraitnrr  to  the 
genloB  at  onr  goremment,  4T& ;  origin  and  extinction  of 
this  doctrine  In  Englsni!,  4T0;  amendment  rejected, 
480;  second  ameadmuit,  480;  IbUU^r of  stoeUuddan, 
480;  reacted,  480;  tUid  Mnendmaat,  48B;  oflbon  tf 
tha  goTcmmont  and  alius  prohibited  from  being  stock- 
bolders,  480;  rtoaons,  4B0;  »  war  with  Great  Britain, 
and  onr  sinews,  or  money,  in  possession  of  the  enemy, 
480 ;  no  exenae  for  ineorring  tha  danger,  481 ;  amend- 
ment rejected,  481 ;  fonrth  amendment,  481 ;  eorrenej 
paTsble  on  dsnuDd,  481 ;  amoiidinent  r«|)ectad,  461 ; 
aha  A  on  the  practlca  of  dmnlatiaf  bank  orders  as  our- 
na(T,48>;  othermotlonsin  tba  Banata^48S;  notion  to 
rtilkoont  Oa bonis,  and  llzthantotf  tntanatatflra 
parent,4BBil4ulow  to  tlM  bnk,tho  State  bwiks, 


and  tho  pai9lak4SS;  Importanni  iiMl  iiislliMh tf  Cs 
proposition,  488;  bftrapareanbaami^teMpw 
thebaakr488;  ethctadaddad^bsnaUilntkeHu. 
nl^,488;  effleots  on  tba  State  LagblsttMS,«t;Tn 
of  Uoaes,  484{  prtnant  valne  of  tba  teak  Mt,  »\ 
effect  OB  capitalists,  484;  motton  to  strike  NtM,<B; 
motloB  to  strike  ont  an  annual  bonatst  UHMM; 
what  is  the  ranewal<tf  the  ehsitantifftlittiml' 
csntsT  4B6;  CTldenees,  480 ;  nilaw  sbbs  a>nJ,«; 
tKWyOOO  ndoptod,  480;  othat  motloBa  sal  Ik 
484;  moUoB  to  refer  tho  bill  to  tha  Beatiliqrfbi 
TraasnrT,  480;  reasons,  4ST;  engnssmat  «4mt ni 
bill  passed,  488. 

Feb).— Uesssge  Oxaa  tha  TrasidsBt  tbt  )£; 
S18 ;  fkTfs,  618  ;  Importanoe  of  thssnl4eet,e>lli  (t^K- 
tionaof  theFrestdentexsmlned,6U;  nawmnilMliS 
nobantwUlbeestabUiihe^withontachsaplaswi* 
llocoQBsels,ia4;  ttsuforclostagthepnasstiHliW^ 
614;  whenoa  sre  to eomo  Am  neaaa cf  pvisgtttUi 
ot  the  hankf  6U;  whais  the  i«9«arfti% Ik^D: 
tloM  this  bUl  was  preated,6I5;  an  tn^oiUiitekBiia 
at  hand,  610;  always  boon  thought  adriiiUit  t»  if 
Tito  rather  than  r^el  foreign  c^til,  Kt;  niKt& 
tlcoial  ottjeotlons  considered,  610;  Congreulaial  pra- 
dents,ei7;  extracts  from  the  messsgs,  ill;  dMib 
Fsosldant  rqjaet  the  sntborl^  of  bU  jr>eidti^«qi 
iriut  b  sallaUa  tobbn,  U8;  ka  b  as  nmdi  bsBil tr^ 
law  as  novate  dtisen,  618;  abwis  not  i  Inlf  k 
sees  ilt  to  deny  its  flfilMt,S19;  dedshnof  the  Sstrh 
Conrt,  619;  questions  before  It,  619,  EBO;  Mwf^' 
621 ;  grant  of  exdosiye  privUegea  s^  to  to 
tutlonsl,  oai ;  wo  liaTonow  aniTedatani«i|odi,itl 

TUa  document  sdndttad  by  the  o^oslttoB  to 
plain,  and  ■oaoopUbU  of  only  one  IntnpnUtKia: 
ttbaaid,raln  totheoonatijb  to  baths  iiaiLUMS 
of  Botr«Dawlngtheohaitor,6S>;  wlQ  tbeddktftii 
bank  be  any  less  atUie  ead  of  thlr^-flTsjcnlK 
previous messagea  of  tho  FrMident, SH;  Itkaili^ 
dlieetois  Intend  to  Interfore  in  tha  deotioB,  SU;  mrii 
on  tho  dedslons  of  the  Supremo  Cotut,  Idlj  wtH 
opinions  of  the  Hooea  on  oonatltntlaasl  qnti&iwte^ 
the  SensteT  686;  bsaks  In  tha  Dbtiict  sputaTib 
exoiuslTe  Jnrbdiotloa  of  Congress,  out  tdT  ^  (to  (to 
tar,  686;  In  oaao  of  a  war  th«  fe«ik,lf  lnaiUaEk« 
main  depeodsnoe  for  nlslog  money,  tSS. 
■  Experienoe  under  the  presoat  charter,  OSS;  Ui 
iesp«cUag  tike  issue  of  bills,  687;  fiirtlier  muitt 
ttve  to  payment  at  one  bank  of  the  notes  of 
6S7 ;  embarrasament  eanaad  by  csIUng  la  lU  Im' 
the  present  bank,  628;  the  principle  of  ieUfnli«^ 
mnat  compel  the  bank  to  pi^pata  for  lis  fisd  Ut*» 
tion,if  Iti  days  ara  now nnmbeied, 811; 
eoatraotloa,  5S>;  sb^  any  bank  ba  ehailsic4'>^ 
qn(«tlon,680i  oztrsats firom tha  nMaaga^On; 
the  batnres  of  the  schnne  which  can  eblsl&  tteVP 
bationof  Oovemmentr  680;  what  U  to bs dost 
eoontryl  681;  the  teto  is  an  axtwordlnsrj  pow»i.M; 
hardly  rcoonotlablo  with  tho  genius  of  s  represoao" 
goremment,  081;  oontemplaUonof  IhcCoansliMttf 
drafted  thaooaitUatlon,68S ;  no  qHsatI«BB(M|taw!lr 
dlsaiafl  than  the  baak,  688 ;  tftbara  ban  el«ctiwe 
lag  motlTO  la  th«  matter,  whohmbaasetssMbT!:' 
681;  pi«oadBBt8,D8S;  tba  powar  to  esbUU  * 
bow  deduced,  688;  speech  of  Ur.  Clay  U  19<s*' 
the  iotereit  of  foreigners  in  thU  bsak,  BU;  ItilijB^ 
operation  upon  the  intensta  of  Weaten  pecfl*.^'  * 
great  mistake,  686;  how  wore  remittanoss  made 
tbo  cxlstenca  of  tho  bank  I  686;  pn^of  ttefu* 
tlTB,  MS;  r^of  tha  Prasldantto  «amatositl«a«> 
BadsemtUiwtheBiotlTaaormambaniBalaitBlv'* 
,  688;  loma  parte  af  thla  wsiMfs  onghtte  saa'*^ 
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■lann.OM;  ttprMMrtiitriUBglHtnsMcf  dkenpaaer, 

wr. 

Jk^fttrg  into  th«  conditel  tf.—la  the  HonM,  n  Maolu- 
tloiiiBOT«dft>r  ft  MmiDlttMof  inqstrj,  4M;  if  tlubuk 
■hoaU  proraltaetf  %  bMaftttsths  uttoa,  mm  vonld 
l»  JtepWBd  to  pat  It  dnni,  flB5;  Ants  prcMntod  u  a 
•ortof  lnd]etni«nt,0H;  H«t  af  abaam  warHbf  of  tognlfy 
Into,  >06 ;  p«tltloni  tot  nebaitsr.  Ml;  ckaifw  eoald 
b«  nalnUlnod,  MNL 

Th«  flnt  ehuse  of  ImlDg  mtui  nrilUoiu  ot  bnncli 
bank  orden  u  »  enmncj  eximlned,  Ml;  tbe  duufo 
«f  u«7,  lOT;  third,  dealing  fn  doaiMtlo  blUa  of  «• 
ebuflo  and  dlipilaad  1o*ih,  007 ;  firartb,  non-uerof  tbe 
diKte,  M;  UlhfbnDdbigof  lUNiMitonn^MS;  lUth, 
Btrt  kaTtng  ■  dM  proportion  of  eotn,  608;  HTMitlh 
ftraEgnertvoting  ford]rM!ton,n8;  otbar  ehargu, 600; 
nndae  aeenmiilfttlon  of  proxies  In  th«  haada  of  ■  few, 
609;  *BpMlSeatlDn,609;  mMdles  and  loans  directly  or 
lndlre«tlr,  to  printers,  editors,  Ae^tlO;  dlstlnotlon  In 
•ellfng  blDa  of  exdiaage,610;  naed  nndna  and  Improper 
prtottcae  to  Indnoa  local  banks  to  petition  Oongrees, 
611;  mads  azeaariTC  knea.  611;  asendea  nBdor  tb« 
dlTCstloB  and  managoiDaiit  of  one  paiiaa  flair,  SU; 
glTbig  antborltyto  Btata  bank*  todlaaowitawfrbUli, 
611;  eonrse  of  wtsdom  relattre  to  the  reaolntlon,  618. 

What  Is  the  reeolntloD  T  61<;  objection  to  allowing  the 
InqolTT,  614;  faiatorjr  of  the  pnetloe  of  lasntng  bills  of 
exchange  bjtbe  bianohea  on  tbe  mother  bank,  614; 
theae  Ulla  on  tha  same  footing  aa  branch  notes,  616; 
TaUdltrof  theBaBotaflbaabeeBa4ndleated,6I6;  ehai^ 
of  aTMattoBof  tlieAatt«rflilIrmadeoat,616;  In  tha 
matter  of  nsnrr,  616;  some  ezplanatton  ^oold  there- 
ftire  be  asked  for  and  given,  611;  the  nn«xpooted  realst- 
aneo  to  the  reaolntlon  snrprldng,  617;  no  examination 
has  bean  made,  61T;  the  renewal  of  exdnslTe  pewen 
■honid  not  be  granted  withont  an  examination,  616. 

The  reaolntlon  as  attempt  at  Indefinite  postponement, 
618;  whrnotaa  InveotigadeB  at  aa  eatller dar t  619; 
■otlon'on  aMinBttar,<18;  Taitonafll4efltlwi%619;  Maj 
In  rechartaring  whUk  this  loTestlgatlon  msjr  ooeailoB, 
610;  ftirther  remarka,  6S0;  tbe  charge  of  lasnlng orders 
as  cnrrenor,  021 ;  not  within  the  design  of  those  who 
obartered  the  InstltnUon,  631 ;  nsnrj  on  broken  bank 
notes  In  Ohio  and  Kentaekj,  681 ;  dUferonce  between 
members  of  Congress  and  dtUeni  genersllr  In  making 
iMUM^dlS;  loana  to  adlton,  6Si;  eatltdy  proper  tha 
tnTeetlgatton  should  take  plaoe,6SB;  sooh  an  inqaliy 
■honUpiMBde6Toi7tBUvaI,8i8;  anrtmtlTa  fit  toba 
Htad  vpon  Is  flt  to  be  arcvad,  IH;  (^Infana  of  Oie 
President  on  the  snbfeet  of  leeharter,  694;  amendment 
oflbred,9S6;  the  eonunlttea  which  win  bo  soleoted,  687; 
farther  debate,  687,  618;  proposition  to  q>polnt  the 
eommitteeof  Inquiry  bf  ballot,  689;  motion  loot,  09; 
eommlttea  will  report  that  they  ban  not  bad  time  to 
lB4ilr*,<ai;  no  belief  in  Oaokavgaa,  666;  noproofaor 
groBiid  fto  atnng  •o^telon  tfa«t  tha  aflUn  Imto  baea 
ImpivpBrlf  maugs^  6H;  the  menwhon  Itia  Oaln- 
tmat  of  the  bank  to  emidor  aaoMt  bo  made  flie  Initra- 
ments  iH  a  cormpt  Tlolatloa  of  Its  (barter,  680 ;  the 
direct  question  for  oor  determination,  881 ;  two  o]q>or- 
tnnttlas  for  the  people  to  express  their  views  In  regard 
to  the  bank,  688;  whjrshoaldwe  act  at  thla  oearionT 
688;  tbue  itf  its  ezlatenoe  if  tbe  dtarter  ia  renewed, 
•  688;  nnUr  adTOttage  to  the  steokholdeia  in  the  In- 
Bwaaad  vatM  of  tha  stodt,  688 ;  we  shosU  not  giTO  an 
appamitplodgeaf  laMWlac  ltadiaitor,684;  ivopoaod 
iBodUcattons  of  tha  eharter,  684;  dovbtftd  if  tbe  pilTl- 
lege  at  dedtng  In  foreign  exchange  sbonld  be  eonUnned, 
685;  two  modifications  of  the  charter  which  should  be 
nade,6BS;lmpoitsBtieaaonfortbopoetponeiBeiitoftha 
nbjeet^6Bli  prflThwa  qaaattoi  morad,  HT;  doobtfU 


If  tha  motion  will  entoff  debate, B8T;  call  of  the  Hooaa, 
687;  call  snspasded,  688;  prerlooa  qneation  not  sna- 
talnad,6n;  amondnieiit  morod,  688 ;  carried,  688;  re- 
port fton  the  aammtttea  of  fnqtdiy,  661;  rapmt  Stum 
ndwnl^  «r  tha  eoiMBtttae  of  iiiTestlpdloii,  «n. 

QnMdOB  on  giving  flu  fltatoi  power  to  tax  the  eapIU 
emptoyed  aientn,T46;  nothing  more  nqjnat  or  unequal 
than  this  raetnptloB,  746;  every  stoddboldar  can  be 
reached  under  the  existing  law,  746;  Inextricable  dU^-- 
eultlea  In  earrylng  tbe  propoaltlon  Into  eSaet,  T46 ;  thoae 
Statea  where  the  largeat  coital  was,  reoslved  the  greatest 
benefit  and  wonld  tax  tha  heaviest,  T46;  dlstribntotto 
avltalanddlaea«tapropoitlonablr,T46;  BtatMaboold 
have  the  powar  to  tax  tUa  itodc,  tha  aama  aa  they  taxed 
tbairowB  bank  ato(ik,T47;  bank  taxealn  New-Tort^ 
T47;  rig^tof  aetato  totaxveated  Oovenment  fbadii 
T4T;  In  some  Btotes  the  banks  are  not  liable  to  taxatlOB 
atall,T47;  State  banks  should  be  taxed  by  Oongraaa  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Treasury,  T48;  Btata  lagldatniM 
dionld  be  excluded  from  having  any  Infinenoe  on  tUa 
Inatitutlon,  T48;  the  poww  to  tax,  If  otmftited  on  ibm 
Statea,  waa  a  povw  to  destroy,  746;  thla  powar  la 
afaaadylnOa  Btatoa  or  Itia  Mt,m;  flirthsr  dabata, 
nO;  aniendineats propoasd and dlsenMsd,  181, TO ;  bill 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  766L  Aa  JMM,  toI&  1, 8, 4; 
8,  6,  7,  0. 

Auidt  Iff  Vn4UdStat4».-~'Maaoria  from  Uie  Pnaldaafc  and 

Directors  ot,  B87 ;  restduUons  relatlvo  to,  868. 
AhiJ:  JTote  4i»  i>aym«frf  ^  i>«Hsft-n8M  Adaa^  ToL  1 
Ba»ta^J>ipaM^-amMm,-nL1. 
Bamo,  Jonr,  BspreasntatlTe  from  FaBUQivaala,  688. 
Sa»ir^Aet.—J3M  Indtai,  vids.  %  %t, 
BunxB,  Novn,  Bepresentattv*  from  GoBMetteBlf  ML 

Sm  InOM,  vols.  7,  B,  9,  la 
BAXBOux,JoHn  8.,  Bepreeontatlve  from  Virginia,  688;  on 

the  Alexandria  canal,  668;  on  tbe  Tliginia  aallltarr 

dalme, TOO;  on  TltgUila  claims,  784;  <m  iiatoteiln 

the  bank,  748:  S*4  Ind^oi,  vol  10. 
BAXM«m,  P.  P.,  ok  tofognpUaal  bbtt^  S.  Aa 

Tola.Bk6,T.8,^Ift 
Babxwkli,  Boxn>      BflpraattrtatlT*  ft««  SvaXk  Ott^ 

Una,  688. 

Sarraelx  at  Sme  Orltant^SM  ImUu,  vid.  9; 

BuuKonn,  Daktki.  S.,  on  bqMJgnvblcoI  snrveys,  6;  on 
the  salt  dn^,  71;  Bapraasntatlve  fMm  North  OandlBa, 
688;  onthafloavantloawtHi  PiBiiM,ni.  Mmi, 
V(da.6i9,ia 

Bamiow,  8mMV  a,  Bayraaantatlva  fhn  H«v  To^  BM; 
OB  yirglnla  military  oiatana,  701 

Bato,  Hdwabo,  witness  on  tbe  trial  of  Judge  Peek,  187. 

BATn,IaajLoO.,onpenBfona,SS;  relative  to  Jodga  Pack,  St; 
on  tiie  culture  of  silk,  78 ;  Bepresentatlve  ft«m  Uasaa* 
ehusett^  688;  on  tha  convention  with  Fnnoat  796l 

Buxa,  Jaxm,  fiapcaaantatlva  from  IfalM^  688L 

XaUmn  at  JTaw  OrUamt^Sit  Hdm,  vnL  4;  Al  ol  AL 

BsuMur,  ftunntL,  BepwaentaHva  froB  Kew  Tfls^  M; 
«n tha  0<»dmtflftiie  bank.  Ill;  tfn  arTesttng  Hansbi^ 
6tf ;  on  the  teas  of  Samuel  Honstmi,  67(1 

BimmarehaU,  C%a*m       As  Indmt,  vela.  8,  Is  6,  T,  8. 

BOgim^  JOmion  to.— In  the  Senate,  a  motion  to  strike  out 
the  ontftt,  444;  a  propodtion  to  veato  a  mission  to  a 
new  power,  444;  dUhrant  altaatton  froa  that  to  Onato* 
ma]a,44D;latUi  a  oasa  tkat  oonaa  wItUn  the  vhan 
of  the  pledge  foe  vatroMdnMntT  446;  taftmaaHoB 
naalvfld  that  wobU  pram  tta  BMasrity  of  tUa  mlarfoB, 
44B;  tbaBdnlatarihoaldbeBBntMlcaB  geodreaaraato 
flio  eonttary  were  givm,  446 ;  inexpedient  modt  of 
bringing  the  mission  befora  the  Senate,  446;  gnnttag 
tha  wio^latloa  creates  tha  oOoi^  4IS, 

Bni)  JOBi^aBnnwvnl  of  lh>Indl8M,T4;  BafMaataUTt 
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from  TtniMNM^  fi88;  on  ■  Jflnlater  to  OolnmbU,  668; 
on  tlw  eoadnct  of  tlu  bank,  OS;  on  rMbarterliis  the 
tMk,UT.  Atlmam,v>».9,m 

Bm,  Samtttl,  Bonfttor  from  Nctt  Hampahlw,  8g.  -Sm  /«- 
d«B,  Tob.  T,  8, 9, 10. 

BanoK,  TnojtAB  H.,  on  ronowal  of  tho  chirtor  of  tho  bank, 
Itf ;  on  Ui«  nit  dntj,  ISS ;  on  tlio  post-offlc«  Inreatlga- 
UoB,  186 ;  on  tho  powers  of  Congnes  to  collect  dotlce 
•ad  npilato  eominoTco,  S88;  Senator  from  UlMourl, 
90i  «  tho  dntr  on  Indlta  Uaakoti^  8B6;  on  pvbUe 
apmdltaRi^Sn;  fmthoontTan^roftJM  United  Btatoa 
Bank,  Mi;  on  tho  branoh  bank  emreney,  889;  on  the 
ndnotbm  of  dBU«s,41»-4n;  on  tbe  inlHlon  to  Oute- 
mala,  4M;  on  dlatribnUtoi  of  proceeds  of  land  salea,  448 ; 
on  reohartet  of  tho  United  SUtea  Bank,  466 ;  on  prohi- 
bition of  noteo  lees  than  twenty  dollars,  470 ;  on  amend- 
mentt  to  the  bank  charter,  1T9 :  on  reftreaee  of  tbe 
bukUllto  the  BoerotorroftIieTreasor7,486;  ondls- 
trlbntton  oTprooeedi  of  land  laUa,  OOBk 

Bamr,  Jon  8.,  B^naentatlTe  from  No  V  Toifc,  6S8>. 

Bmaao,  Tmoaia,  erUoaoe  on  tbe  new  of  aal^  161b 

Bmrm,  L^vohldt,  Bepreeentattre  from  North  GaroBna, 

Bibb,  Ombss  iL,  flonator  from  Kentnckf,  847 ;  on  the 
redootlon  of  duties,  4S8;  on  reToInttonarj  pemJons, 
440 ;  on  the  mission  to  Onatemala,  444 ;  on  reeharter  of 
tbe  UnHod  Btates  Bank,  4T6;  on  amendments  to  tlw 
tank  charter.  481.  Sm  Indem,  toL  la 

BUU,  Xnuy.—St*  IndtK,  toL  1. 

ItMop  ItoffeL—In  the  Hoosa,  a  bill  to  remit  the  dtatlee  on 
eertaln  articles,  oonsidored,  689 ;  object  of  tho  Ull,  688 : 
It  proposes  to  promote  no  national  Interest,  689 ;  history 
of  the  bill,  IS9;  history  of  tho  Uah<^  689 ;  general  prin- 
ciple which  goTomed  the  eommittee  la  reporUng  the 
UU,640;  blUpaMed,<40i. 

Blue,  Jamm^  od  wood  Ar  flw  poor  of  OMrgotom,  807; 
Sopreenitativo  from  Bonth  Carolina,  088:  on  Booth 
OoroUna  claims,  60 ;  on  Oie  elalm  ofiiln.  Doeator,  604 ; 
on  the  eondnet  of  the  bank,  686.  jSm  Indtec,  vol.  10. 

BtUB,  Jomr,  on  tho  Bnlklo  and  Now  Orieana  road,  43 ; 
BepresentatlTefromTanaeMee,B88.  As  Awlsai^  Tds.  7, 
8,9,10. 

Bank  BaOolt,  MoB  Aey  U  eovtOei  t—Bu  /tutstn,  toL  4. 
Btae  LtgkU,  at  atgnatt  to  tte  JEtoMty.— JSCm  /mfsov  voL  CL 
Booai,  Sinm,  BepreetotatlTa  from  Indiana,  669.  jSm  i»- 

BovoK,  Joe  Km,  BepreeentatlTe  from  New  York,  D88. 
BouLDiw,  Tboxas  F.,  on  the  BnflUo  and  Netr  Orleans  road, 

18 ;  Bepreseatatlre  from  Tlrginla,  6S8 ;  on  tho  dooease 

of  Charles  C,  Johnston,  740. 
BafmHtgJbr  FiMntQ  FmmIs.— <9m  Indm,  toL  5,  DtMu,  Ae. 
Bmnucx,  Thoiub,  oTldeuoe  on  the  nsea  ^adt,  16l> 
Bbabut,  At"*"*'',  memorial  o^  ML 
B«*Mi^  Jomr,  Beprieatttatlf  frwa  North  Ctarelliii,B88;  on 

tiw8.'amnuRld,M>>M4.  .SwAMles^vok.  7,8^0^  la 
JhioO;  4^f«  wA».-As /mImh  ToL  10; 
Jfrwoo*  tf  PrMUii6.—Su  Index,  JtltB.  8, 4. 
BraatuiaUr  on  Ms  J)elav)aT4.Sf  1*049,  ToL  8. 
BnoH  Baitk.—Stt  IndM,  rot  9. 
SHbtiy.—Se*  Jndme,  toL  fc  ^ 
BuH^  OaoBSB  Nq  Bcpraeentatlvo  fton  Ifwuhnwlt^ 

088;  oo  the  apptntionmoot  bill,  DOB. 
BHMi  Affffrmiton*  on  CbmnMree.— 5w  Adm,  ToL  8. 
BHtM  OoiofUal  TrcuU,  ae>»ag«  on,  288.  .Sm /fMfM^  ToL  9. 
JHHsft  ItUHffus§.—SM  Index,  toL  4. 
SrOIA  JOnUer,  Conduct  qf.—See  Indtu,  Tol  4. 
JHUak  St^eeU,  memorial  at;  64& 
JOrttM  W»tt  India  Trada.—SM  Mem,  toI.  ft. 
BMWsiaB,  John,  BepreoenUttra  from  Hew  Hampshire, 

B88.  Set  Indem,  ToL  10. 


I  Bbodbbas,  Josh     BopmettlstlTa  from  Nov  "Vm^ 
t  BnooKO,  Fbahcib  T.,  letter  relotlTa  to  th*  ntMM  of 
Washington'*  remains,  608.  -f 
BiowK,  B.,  on  tho  TsrUlA  commtolon,  ^flflointac  ftom 

North  CatoUna,  847 ;  on  TodaoUon  tri'dntlas,  Btt. 

Bvonav,  Jons  0.,  BepreseatstlTo  from  Penneylvaiiia,  i8S. 

BuOKAHAM,  JuOB,  on  tho  memorial  of  Jndge  Fodc,  99; 
relstlTO  to  Judge  Peck,  89-81 ;  on  the  Impfaebnwnit 
Jodgo  Pock,  64;  aapports  the  impeachment  of  Judge 
Po^l4B;  onattendlng  the  trial  of  JndgePedc,S74;  oa 
the  Jndldair  bill,  800;  on  printing  tbeJndldaiT'i^ert, 
81T;onlas«riv«atdebton,8SSL  &s/«di^TCla.T,^lkU, 

BuoEHjo,  AuzAnnB,BeutorftgmMlmHiil,UI;  oaBsf 
olnUooair  pensions,  4ti;  oaTacdnatfant  <tf  the  EadUn^ 
447. 

Bi^bb>  and  Smo  (Meant  Soad^Ia  the  Hona^  a  bill  rek. 
tire  to,  considered,  6 ;  the  Gonstltattonal  qnesttat  eotak* ' 
UihodbrseTeralaota,6;  deslgntoenllataeclfamiifciBap 
of  Fennsylranla,  6 ;  position  of  PenuvlTanln  la  vdattsa 
to  tho  general  goTomment,  6 ;  oanao  of  tho  ooBUaood 
laoroaao  of  tho  frlenda  of  Intamal  imprareiiMB^  T ;  tte 
wrand  doetrbes  of  the  old  Virginia  Mbool,  T;  wk- 
domof  the  protective  tarU(  T;  tho  Mil  of  Mr.  Sisdl- 
aon  presented  in  1T96, 8 ;  It  proTldes  for  saiTOTlag  the 
route  of  a  road  Arom  one  extreme  ot  the  tbaa  nnte  to 
the  other,  8;  this  exten^ve  prt^ect  Introduced  alMif^ 
after  the  adoption  of  the  Conatltntlou,  8;  itlsaald  Ikit 
this  bin  '™^""  a  new  jnlndpie,  9 ;  ounpaAM  cnntt 
exoonto  great  national  works,  9 ;  opluioa  of  Konnot  9; 
tho  nneqoal  dlstrlballon  (tf  the  rerenna  nnrasiowid  bj 
the  syetem  of  intomal  imprOTOments,  10;  tUs  jiml  s 
part  of  the  great  system  of  Internal  ImproTomenta,  II; 
realixe  their  advantages  during  war,  10 ;  oxpenoe  of  the  , 
Cumberland  road,  11;  a  claim  of  JnrledletioB  by  the 
United  Btates  over  the  roads  th«y  auikib  11 ;  •" — !['-' 
oonseqaenoOB  of  tho  bUl,  IS. 

What  -WM  woonttttotional  when  Nov  T«ric  anBsd 
for  aid,  has,  bj  a  change  of  time  and  men,boeoDo  oob- 
stltntlmial  now,  U ;  attempt  ctf  the  govemmaat  to  oea- 
pel  the  canal  boats  of  New  York  to  pay  traniU  dntr, 
18;  definition  Of  the  word  establish,  18  ;whon  did  Stole 
deoirions  or  State  rights  sneoeed  in  (^position  to  tbe 
oonstmetive  powers  of  this  government  1 14;  the  exer- 
cise of  this  right  la  ntOnat  and  unequal  in  Its  operattoc, 
14 ;  the  ntiUty  of  this  gigantlo  prqlect,  14;  tt  b  saU  to 
be«partoftheAmarloaBa^tom,U;  twoaUnotloBSln 
which  governments,  like  Isdlvldaids,  are  tn^oaMj  an- 
}nst,16. 

This  system  of  leglslaUon  Is  onel,;nq]aat,  aodopviM- 
Blve,  16 ;  It  is  said  that  Congress,  by  lU  enactmuila,  has 
settled  the  constltnllonal  power  ot  the  goverameu  la 
relation  to  intornal  improvements,  16 ;  the  title  of  the 
blU  la  wrong,  16;  it  Is  not  a  road  whidi  the  Intamt  rf 
Um  eountry  eolla  fbr,  16;  tlilB  ai^roprlatiM  of  AIIob 
hnttdred  doilon  Is  but  the  boglnnl^  of  thooKpoadStBio 
IT;  the<q>enitlon  of  thlssehuio,l& 

Auxle^  with  which  the  proceodlngi  at  ttk  Coogtoa 
are  regarded,  13 ;  the  Southern  oonntry  ragtfda  Itaalf  as 
nneqnally  taxed,  18;  shal}  tbe  entire  payment  of  the 
public  debt  give  ns  no  reUef  f  19 ;  If  this  bill  possea,  it 
shows  the  porpose  of  tlM  Goronunent  to  keep  tho 
preaent  grinding  onweeslML  of  the  SoaO,  It;  tho  South 
la  oonTlneod  tlut  Its  OBipnt^M  arliw  from  tlM  oxinin 
of  BBlawfkil  power,  Ift 

BorprislBg  tosoe  gentlemen  denying  tho  eomtltBtloBsI 
powerwhoadmlt  constnictlons  of  a  m(»o  evil  or  dan- 
gerous teadeocy,  20 ;  the  purcbaMof  Louisiana,  90;  a 
great  and  splendid  Government,  80;  to  what  are  we  to 
ottribnto  the  indomltsble  qilrit  of  Euf^d  !  81 ;  feel- 
ings of  the  people  on  tho  pnqMMOd  routes,  88;  their 
meotlnn  88;  the  lolaa^  aad  details  of  tho  U& 
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flltfwtlraaUik  W;  eamtUaonto  jetkm  ot  tbe  ■nnmed 
mngnwu  ud  fawiMaliiK  pow«n  of  thla  Ooremmen^ 
W;  thli  bill  ta  the  most  dating  attempt  npon  Btat* 
jDTlsdistlDn  and  aathorltj  that  waa  ever  bofi>n  Con- 
gTM>,  40 ;  the  passage  of  this  bill  fs  untiecetsary,  41 ; 
amendment  mored,  43;  orgaalzatlon  of  the  Committee 
of  Internal  ImproremoBti,  49;  tbo  location  of  the 
rood  ehsrged  m  a  oomUoatlOB  of  the  Committee,  43 ; 
txptanation,  49;  other  ■mendmonts  mored,  48;  bill 
T4eetad,4a.  8m  fiuUai, toI  la 

BvLUxD,  H.  A.,  BepNoeBtitlTO  from  bdlaiia.  tW. 

Bdsd,  OioKOs,  Beprasentttire  from  PeuuflTanU,  689;  on 
recharterlng  the  twnk,  7S1. 

BnoBBB,  Tbibtbaii,  on  the  Turkish  nlsdon,  840;  Bepro- 
sentaUre  from  Masiaohnsatts,  688 ;  on  the  Bonth  Caro- 
lina memorial,  6tt;  on  the  South  Carolina dalau,  DOS, 
Am  IndeiD,  vola.  8*  9^  Ui 

Buxtrrr,  Jacob,  on  the  national  nwd  In  Ohio,  S8M4I.  Sm 
A^ToLlQi 

BiirnInQ  itf  the  Library     Om^rm.-^^lHdtu,TiA.  6. 

BffsRHr,  Cob  F.  yi^  eommnnloatlon  on  elnm  adt,  IftT. 


O 

Oahoos,  WiLLUit,  BepresentatlTO  frao  Yermont,  688.  Am 

/WtflU,  TOL  10. 

GuBom,  iom  C,  letter  leUtlTO  to  the  removal  of  Wuh- 
iBgton'a  remalna.  Ml  Am  iiMf«^  toIs.  4,  S,  A,  T,  6, 10; 

OjUtBBXLxm),  Cbubobux  C,  on  tlie  pa^  of  members,  4;  on 
the  cnltore  of  sUk,  T9;  on  referenoe  of  President's  mes- 
sage,  979 ;  reports  on  trade  with  the  Danish  Islands,  843 ; 
BeprtoentatlYo  from  New  York,  68S ;  on  minimum  da- 
tles,S60;  on  tU  Tariff  bill.  T4t  5m /ndsiB,  vols.  8,  ft,  la 

CbMdliM  A^/bfTMi^— Am         Tola.  9,  & 

Oamal  around  MtmU  AmAi-^Am  Mem,  toL  ft. 

Canal  in  HUnottJ—SM  JMea,  vol  9. 

Oaraoeat,  BtlUf  of.— Sea  Indtx,  vol  4. 

Cabb,  Jomt,  Bepresentatlve  from  Indiana,  680. 

Oabb,  OnSTOF,  chosen  doorkeeper  of  the  Honse,  540. 

OuB,  W.  C,  witness  on  tho  trial  of  Jndge  Peck,  188. 

OAxeoK,  Baxdkl  P.,  on  the  expenses  of  Impeachment,  8D4 ; 
on  the  Tinklih  ratasltn,  841 ;  BopreeentatlTe  from  North 
CuoUna,  DBS;  on  ndnlmitm  dntiea,B60;  on  tho  Sosth 
Candlumemoriil,  M8;  on  the  eUra  Hn.  Deator, 
008.  A»«  AMfen,  vols.  8, 9,  m 

Octuous,  CtonfrrsasimaJL— Am  Indtx,  toL  0^  ud  AdMv  toL 
7,  AtiundmMtt  to  Me  OonatitaU&n. 

CnWHt,  Heiaage  to  the  House,  988;  object  of  tho 

blU  to  provide  Air  tkiloros,  8S1;  bill  orderwl  to  third 
M(idlng,S84. 

OiUKBBBs,  E.  P.,  OS  tho  pnnldiment  of  dneUing,  198,  £26 ; 

flonatorfrom  IbijlandiSir;  on  the  Coloniietlon  8o- 

do^,4S8;  ontheoiTeniMof fheG«Tanmes^4IIL  Aw 

IMhK,  Tola.  8,  ^  18L 
OoAiroiBB,  Thomas,  BepiesoatattTe  from  New  Hampahire, 

688. 

CA^sptofn,  BteHon  of,  ST4. 

Charffi*  dtt  49Mrss,  appoMm«iU  ttf.—SM  tadtss,  vol.  S. 
CKaritdbU  OtiteU.—SM  tiUUm,  toL  1. 
rmiiiM.  EoWAKS,  witness  on  the  trial  of  Jodge  Pock,  184. 
CBtMS,  qgMai  eondtut  mtd  trial  qf.—Se*  Jnd«a, 

Ckuaprnkt,  JHffoU,  aOaek  on.— Am  Indeai,  voL  8. 
Ch4»aptak»  and  Delaware  Canal.— 8m  Indea,  vol  10. 
OUtaptaJte  and  OMo  Canal.— Sm  JndM,  vols.  8,  ft,  10. 
Omiuok,  Thohab,  on  tho  salt  doty,  67;  on  the  onltnre  of 

BUIc,se;  on  fotsrcnoeof  tho  President's  message,  9T0; 

onmlleaceof  iiwiBbeii,989;  on  dntf  ob  nlt^  SIT.  Am 

Mm^toLIO. 
Omnc,  Joexn  yr^  BopresentatlTe  from  Tlzglnla,  W9. 


Oboati^  Runm,  BepreaeatetlTe  from  Maasaehneette^  G>B;  ob 

the  rednotioB  of  dotlee,  T18. 
Chodmo  Land*,  XitcroaeKimHU  on,— Am  Index,  v<>L 
OhoUnt,  Viatic—la  the  Hoose,  a  resolnOon,  reUtire  to 

taking  steps  to  check  the  progress  of  tho  cholers,  dec, 

considered,  T40 ;  nnoonsUtutionsl,  useless,  141. 
Claisobitb,  Nathakibl  H.,  BoprosentattTS  from  Virginia, 

OSa  AM/nifMST<d.lO; 
<3attn  Agenottt.—la  tho  Senate,  an  appropriation  fbr  agents 

at  Ftfis  and  London  eonddond,  447;  origin  «f  tbi 

Bgenoles,  44T;  i^polntmsnts  snanthwliod,  M7 ;  fttrthor 

remarks,  44T, 

Clxkkk,  Mattuw  Bt.  CtitTB,  chosen  clerk,  B89.  SttlnSm 

TOl  10. 

Clat,  Clxxext  C  on  the  memorial  of  Judge  Peck,  34-80 ; 

on  relief  to  land  pnichaaeis,  890;  Bepruentatlre  from 

Alabama,  689.  Am  JMso^  voL  10; 
Clat,  Hxrbt,  Senator  from  Kentnekjr,  847 ;  on  the  ndno- 

tlOnOf  ■I'lH^  BM.  .»i«.p.»jyl.ffW.^lil»jff  tif^^rii^^^ 

8K(;  on  the  rednctlon  of  dntlei^  4S8;  on  UMfadDwd 

dividends,  486;  on  the  apportionment  Mils,  488 ;  on  tho 
Colonization  Bocietj,  487, 488 ;  on  the  mission  to  Ojfato- 
mala,  443;  on  the  mission  to  Belgium,  444,  446;  on 
claim  agencies,  447 ;  on  referring  the  diatribuUoB  bill, 
408;  on  dlstribatloo  of  proceeds  of  land  saloa,  498;  on 
dUerimlnatlng  duties  with  Spain,  488;  on  a  etatso  of 
Washington,  497;  on  privllegec  of  Seaato  oOeen,  497; 
on  a  dsfof  humiliation,  498;  on  distribution  of  pro* 
ceeds  of  land  sales,  609 ;  on  tho  bank  voto^  (KL  AiM 
Indea,  rds.  8, 4, 6,  6,  7,  a 
CuTTOH,  JosK  U.,  on  the  post-ofBee  Investigation,  181 ;  on 
the  post-offlce  departmoat,  389 ;  Benatra-  from  Delaware, 
347;  on  ths  apportionment  bill,  419;  on  amendments  to 
the  bank  charter,  4^;  on  the  bank  voto.  639.  Am/h- 
dMb  vol  10. 

OiATToiT,  Tbokai,  on  the  Gonduet  of  the  b«nk,  006 ;  oadk- 
conteut  at  the  South,  734 ;  on  recharterlng  tho  bonk,  T4T. 

Clwt  <^  the  SouM.~-Se«  Index,  voL  10. 

Ooatt  Swvej/.—la  the  House,  a  bill  relative  to,  oonsldeied, 
TOO;  when  first  contemplated,  700;  two  methods reoom- 
mended  for  the  snrvej,  700;  ehionomelrio  made  tho 
cheapest,  700;  sixtr7oarBi«qnIredtooompleteltbjtil< 
aagiUati<m,700;  JH4^T01.  Am  vols.  8,  9l 

CM  .nsAerii<>-AM  Adea^  Tota.  1, 1,  iBd  AtfSBb  ToL  6^  As. 
Um  on  Import*. 

CMns,  I\>rMffn.— la  tho  House,  a  report  and  bill  relatlvo  to^ 
885.  Am  Jfldsov  vols.  6,  7. 

GoKX,  BiouAsn,  Jr.,  BepresentaUvo  from  Tlrglnla,  D88 ;  am 
the  colonization  of  free  blacks,  566;  on  remov^  of 
Waahlngton's  remains,  684;  on  the  silk  onltttro^  C9L 
Am  Indm,  roL  lOi 

OoOtcHon  JHatritit,  W4tttm.—S»6  Indeat,  vol.  & 

OoLUXB,  JoHB  A.,  BepreeentaMTO  from  How  York,  688. 

ateaMa,  MMtter  to.— la  the  House,  the  salarjo;  con- 
sidered, 60S ;  avowed  object  of  tho  Ooverament  to  dls- 
eonttnae  the  appointment  of  a  minister,  603 ;  the  Oov- 
•niment  dissolved,  008 ;  the  nun  asked  for  should 
aniopriated,  808;  the  Qovemment  has  so  ozlrto&oe, 
to  which  w*  are  Bendlog  a  mlnisler,  (06. 

CotentMUon  BocUtg^'^  the  Benate,  memorials  relatlvo 
to,  487;  powenof  UwG«nenriOonmme&t,4ST;  avow- 
nlaofthoadvooateBof  thesehomo,4S7;  qiwMlOBaf  tho 
powor  to  make  an  npp^VM&on,  481;  TwnaikB,  488; 
memorial  laid  on  the  table,  489.  Ass  India,  ytA.  9. 

OaimMa  Ritv.—8t»  Indem,  vols.  7,  8, 10. 

OommTMcftlie  ZTnttsd  Abifas;-^ /mfso),  vols.  1, & 

Oommarea     tA4  ITesL— Am /ndso^  voL  la 

Campantation  <^  JTsm^stt;— Am  btdm,  vol*.  6  and 
Pay  Mmnber*. 

Oomp«%taUon<t^  Preridmiand  Yiat  IttMant.—S**  In- 
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CcwBior,  Zawn,  B^MMaUttTA  frnu  Nmr  Jan^,  068. 

Am  AdM^Tob.  4,  S,  T,  8,8^  la 
OoMoicT,  BiLAB,  R«prc8ent*tH»  (ram  Nmr  Jazaey,  68& 
OoHxKs,  Hu»T       Sepr«awtaUn  frctn  Korth  CuoUiu, 

B8&  ^ /tufm,  YoL  10. 
CbiitMi^t,  JudMaL—la  the  Konm,  a  rewlatioB  reUtive  to 

thtt  expadlMWf  of  deflnliig  all  offeneea  wUeh  majr  be 

poidtbad  M  wntempte  In  the  Halted  Btat«  Cooite, 

807 ;  TMOlitttODegieed  to,  808. 
^aiamtai  B«ello»,~St»  Indtn,  rdla.  1,  i;  T. 

Oanlraett,  Oov«mmMU.—St4  Iiidea,  voL  t. 

Onwjf  Bs/t^tttw—8M  Indeas,  voL  i. 
Cooks,  Bato,  BapreeeatatiTe  from  New  Toi^  SS8. 
Ooou,  ELsirtBSBim,  BepmentattTe  from  Ohio,  08B. 
Coom,  ^*™""  U-i  BepiwentatlT*  ftom  H»w  JaHjv  l>8& 

OordoQ*,  draibbacb  on.— .Sm  Indem,  toL  T. 
CoBWDT,  THOvaa,  B^nwatatlro  from  Ohlo^  6S>. 
CMt  ^  Afti  &y  PdJentMt.— ^  /»(Im!^  toL  7. 
CoTotu,  Cbaujm  G-t  evidence  on  the  neu  of  ul^ 
CouLTBB,  BioBAXD,  OH  SsQdiv  tulla,  S79 ;  BepreMBtaitlTe 

ItomFeDiuj'iTaida,688;oiiniMttiigH«iutan,aUL  Am 

/mIm^  Tola.  9,  la 
Obaw,  Hobibt,  BepnMBtattf*  from  TligInU,  BBS;  on 

ntiMittdnsflirthaBaBbter  or  Debates,  78&  SetJndm, 

TOL  lb 

Oumm  JoazPH  B.,  KepreHutatlTe  from  Ohio,  BSS ;  on  the 
eue  of  Samnel  Howton,  676.  Sm  IniUm,  toL  10. 

0U.VIOII),  Thomai  B.,  Bepteaentatlre  from  PeQnsjlTaiiia, 
688;  on  the  app^tmeiit  bUl,6fl8;  on  poet-offloe  wa' 
tracts,  6881  A* /«d«a^  TOL  10. 

I>eeib /wUm  jngw«aNm--<SM /ndeas  ToL  & 

(hmaKW^  VimtM,  Jr.,  S^pnaaatattTO  frmi  OUo^  888. 

Orinut  again**  tfts  UrMsd  8tatM.S»e  Inde»,  toL  8,  Pmal 

Cuba,  mUgranU  fron^—SM  Indm,  toL  4. 

Ouba,  it»  In^rfcMM  to  Me  UnlttA  Aote-A*  Ind^m, 
ToL  0,  PanaiM  MMo». 

Oumberlaf*d  JMoer.-iSM  Indtai.  toL  a 

{hm&ff«Md  Jlood,  M  OM9^In  Om  Benata,  a  Un  dadarlBg 

■  tbeaMantof  OoagTMatoanaatorOUOittS;  uaotlbr 
tbo  preeerratlon  of  the  road,  S80 ;  prorldea  for  the  ool- 
laetJoB  of  a  moderate  toll  Air  repairs,  S89 ;  Its  proTisloiu 
Tiianonihlfi  and  Jnat,  UO ;  to  vote  for  this  bill  does  not 
commit  m  to  an^  pcrint  on  the  qnestlDn  (tf  laternal  Im- 
prorement^  UO ;  tiie  bill  atop*  abort  In  the  eaaolon  of  the 
road  to  Ohio,  SM;  two  oltJooUona  to  the  blU  as  It  now 
ataBda,Hl;  Odd^m  doea  not  poaaaas  the  powerioo- 
posed  tobagWen  toffldOfMl;  Jniladletlon  to  begtvon 
to  Jnstloei  of  peaee  la  Ohio,  241 ;  what  are  the  pro- 
Tlatona  of  the  bill,  Ul ;  we  traasftrtoOhloapowertodn 
that  wUch  the  oonld  not  do  herself  Ml;  further  obJecUona 
to  the  bill,  ittt ;  ordered  to  third  reading,  848;  passed, 
jSte  JtMteB,  vols.  8v4tfi,ff,iat  and /fute^  vols.  7,8, 
AppropriaMon*. 

OuBWSK,  oTidenoe  as  to  tbe  aaaa  of  aalt.  168. 

Omm,  GuMoa  W.  P,,  latter  on  tba  ranurcl  of  Wadilng- 
tatt^nmala^eaSb 


B. 

PAixia,  QioBsa  M.,  Benator  tmm  Pena^lrania,  847 ;  on 
the memorlsl  of  offloersof  the  United  Btatea  Bank,8S8; 
on  tbe  oairencrr  of  the  Ualted  Statoa  Bank,  8T7 ;  on  the 
Bianali  Baak«nrrsa7,88^  890;  on  tha  rednetlai  of 
dBttM,«M;  OB  fMbartar  of  tha  United  Stataa  Bank, 
4M. 


Dasibl,  Hxbst,  BepreaaaUUTe  ftom  KaBtnekr,  SB;  «■ 
aabacriUiv  ftrthf  Beglatar     DebatiiilSB.  SmA' 

dM,  Tols.  0,  10. 
ItaiUsA  /stofMb.— Beport  on  the  trade  with,  M&. 
Datbhpokv,  Tbomas,  BepresentatlTe  from  Tli^tnla,  Bt&. 

8m  /tuf«B,.Tola.  8, 9, 10. 
Datib,  Johh,  BepresentaUTfi  fhnn  Uaanebasatta,  588;  m 

mlnlmnm  dutfe^ eOlL  St*  IndM,riAa.%,9,\%. 
Datib,  Waksut  B.,  oa  Oie  Judlcdary MU,  800;  Sopnavta- 

tlre  from  Booth  OaroSna,  S89;  on  ad^cf  tetln^  Tfi; 

on  rechartering  the  bank,  747.  8m  Maa,  rola.  Si,  Ift 
J>ay  nf  SvmiUatloti.—Jja.  the  Senate,  a  reaolatien  rdatlvc 

tooonsldered,499;  the  soonrge  of  the  cholera,  499;  pme- 

dentB,  406 ;  a  beottmlng  reeolutfam,  409 ;  Coagram  ae  men 

power  to  recommend  thaato  eaaot  alaw,dM;  TMofa- 

UoQ  agreed  to,  400.  * 
IutbeHoiiBebateMdatioBrelatlTCtoadv«r  Mlog 

and  pnirer,744;  notUng  todo'vlth  raBglai,  7M;  want 

to  Btrike  ont  tha  word  ".AsUtio,"  74B;  this  dlaeaae  eoa- 

flned  to  no  part  of  the  world,  74S;  moUoa  lact,TC; 

precedents,  74S;  reaolntlon  ordered  to  third  i— dbfc 

tit;  fbrther  conslderatloB,  7M. 
DAT  AH,  Ckauxs,  BepreBantatlTa  from  Hew  Ymk,  S>& 
l}«ctf  and  Dumb  IntMiMoitt,  doaatfoM  to— iSm  AOa^ 

T<ds. «.  %  9, 10. 

DsAuoaa,  Hjonn  A.  B.,  BepreeentatlTe  ftem  Miuaaeba 
getta,  108;  on  nmoral  of  WaBhlngton^  laamiBi^  JSU; 
on  the  eosTentlon with Fruoe, 700;  oa  a  pabUcM 
dAr,754. 

DebaUt,  reporting  qf.—8io  JndM,  Tol.  S. 

DebaiM,  SegM«r  of. — In  the  Honse,  a  reaohition  to 
scribe  for  conaldered,  785;  movad  to  atiika  oat  •»  mad 
aareterodtoftitni«T<Aimei,789;  tha  woric  ia  rettiM- 
ooB,  like  the  debates,  and  the  recced.  If  piaaonedatsC 
oo^t  to  oootlsne,  78B;  the  ftmner  reaojntlon  hadcnf 
rvf  hi  In  committing  this  Gorernment  in  all  aga^ 
786;  proper  that  memberB  should  hare  an  af^ortmritr 
to  know  what  had  bean  dona  heretcdbre,  73d ;  the  wmk 
is  the  onl7  Congressional  history  of  the  Ualon,  796;  tha 
example  of  England  sbonld  have  wel^t  In  this  paitlco- 
lar,  780;  should  Congress  bare  the  power  to  lax  tha 
people  and  appn^ilata  their  auauy  to  boy  boots  ftr 
thamadTaaTTS?;  flntherd^te,  7S7;  motion  to  lap  aa 
the  table,  loet.  783;  ftarthar  dobata  oa  the  extant  of  tte 
anbaeriptton,  788;  reeolatlon  amended  and  aili^iliid, 
740.  Se»  /ncfso^  roL  9. 

DxaATUB,  Ubb.  Bdsak.— In  tha  House,  a  motion  to  take  *f 
the  blU  to  compensate,  lost,  814;  the  blU,  SOT;  Ina 
relatlTe  to  the  navy,  SOS;  6fFeot,n8;  capture  and  baa- 
ing of  the  fHgato  Philadelphia,  608;  nothing  inching 
to  be  eompaied  to  thii,  898;  rapwt  of  tbe  eoormtnea, 
mo :  remnnerate  the  repraaeatatlTe  of  a  (illait  ibc% 
M9;  the  hill  najDstUlable  In  principle  MwaU  as  tha  mod* 
bivhlehaedlBtrlbaUonlatobemade,  0OO;  datma  *« 
Seaatnr's  nieces,  609 ;  letten  flfom  Commodore  Stemtt 
to  Mrs.  Decatur,  600;  Decatur  doably  entitled  to  the 
reward,  001 ;  to  whom  shall  ttia  reward,  which  oo^ht 
to  have  been  bestowed  on  blm,  be  now  allotted,  M; 
amendment  moved  and  lost,  604;  farther  debate  004; 
bill  Tweeted,  OM.-  Batlndiai,vA9. 

D^^lUn.— la  the  Honse,  a  reeolntlon  relatlva  ta^  etfertd, 
818. 

Dqffawtaa  tMoturtt  againtt  Groat  Srtteb^  nmdte  AKn 

Adamt.—Seo  Ittden,  vol  8. 
Ddaware  and  Chooapoako  Oanal-Se*  AdM,  toL  & 
Ddegatoofrom  TorrUoritt.Sae  IitdM,  voL  1. 
Dxiray,  Hakux,  on  th«  narlptlon  Of  the  Ohio,  884 ;  Stipn- 

sentatlve  from  Penneylvanla,  688;  on  the  Sonth  Care- 

Usa  memottal,  HI,  BftL 
DnsT,  PsmELon^  tbe  «aae  ot,  «m  I»dm^  tcL  Ik 
'Aearfar^  A>wi4r  fe'-aSbe  Adta^  Td.  6k 
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Dnraa^  lavrm,  B«praMntatlr«  from  PenDBjlTaiitA,  688. 
DUUHOV,  UariiOH,  oa  tlio  dattM  «n  ttw,  SOS;  Soutor 

ftomHaw  J«nv,847;  on  th«  dntf  on  Indtoa  blwkcta, 
*  8H;  OB  'WMblngtoo^  Urth-Aif,  t87;  on  Ott  tpfOf 

tl«itiiM&tl>lll,41S;  ontliaTedaotlonof  dittlM,48a  8*6 

jHOm,  Toll.  S,  «,  T,  8,  9, 10. 
Btonoii,  joBir,BeimmDt>ttTaftomN»wToA,088;  ontho 

iiwitioilalorBmUhmtileolmMI;  «iitli«auiof8itma«l 

Hotutoo,  681 

MplomaUts  Sxpen»M.—S««  Jndtoi,  rot  10. 
IttplomaUe  Afaratfwx*— iSw  Jidw^  yoL  a. 
DUbvnentfi*    PubUe  Motuff.—S4&  Mm,  toL  T. 

Db&Brvtoff  and  AeeamMn^  €^lotr*.Si6  Ind«m,  toL  10. 
IHtmal  atoamp  0a»ak~89*  Iitdn,  vola.  B,  9. 
JHttrOviUM  V      £«MfM(&-^8M  /ndo;  wL  10. 
IHtMat     (MvufMa.-^*  Jndeea,  Tola.  a.  8;  0,  T. 
JHrid^ntU  intelaimtd. — In  the  Seuta,  ■  resolution  odUng 
fteiUitor  BMOMof  ewiiimoi;olBmd;4H;  taldontlu 

4.1 

DODBKiMB,  Ptnup,  on  the  salt  Aaif,  61 ;  on  prinUng  the 
.  JodleUry  report,  817,  818;  B«presentfttlve  flrom  Tlr- 
glnlA,  688;  nports  on  ilm-yary  in  th«  Dlatrict  of  Oolnm- 
bl«,  Ml ;  on  a  bridge  orei  the  Ohio,  HI ;  on  remorel  of 
VMhti^ton*!  renulns,B87 ;  ontheeaseof  SunnclHons- 
ton, CIS.  A6tndmB,yflL10. 

iHnwKlo  JfiMMtflMlWM— iSm  J!mI«b^  ToL  & 

Don AiMOH,  A.  J.,  prlnrte  SeenlMy  vt  Ptoddant  JMboa, 
lOfc  Am  AdM  10. 

DoTT,  Judge,  extra  eompenaatloa  to,  44t. 

DouBLEUAT,  Ultwu  F.,  BepraeeBtatlre  from  Haw  Tork, 
S88;  OD  the  apportloiuaoBt UO, MT. 

DrambfKk  on  B^fimtd  Avar.-->8M  IMitt  0%  JmporU, 

T<rf.lOL 

2)ranbaabft— Am  Adiq  ToU  1  and  10,  IMfM  M  iSiiporfi; 

DuTtox,  WiuiAH,  on  topogiapUeal  anmya,  5;  Telative 
toJudge  Peek,tt;  on  the'FiutiBhmlaelon.SIl;  Bepre- 
•entatlTO  from  South  Oarollns,  588;  on  Booth  CaioUoa 
elaima,  NSi  on  the  Bonth  OaroUna  memorial.  Ml ;  on 
the  removal  of  Washington's  remains,  600,  691 ;  on  the 
South  GaroUaa  claims,  W;  on  the  memorial  of  Britlih 
■ntdects.  Ml ;  on  armtlng  Hon* ton,  MB;  on  monnted 
lnlhntiT,71S.   iSm  Jndsi^ toIs.  8l  1;  la 

DvBOUS  Haoahi,  tha  one  <^  «m  Ate^  ■ni.  IOl 

IhrnUET,  ^tirn^  E.,  Senator  from  Haw  Toik,  H7.  <Sm 
Index,  Tol  10. 

Iht^lnff,  OambUnff,  Sc—la  the  Senate,  a  bin  Ibr  the  pun- 
ishment of  crime  in  the  IMstrfot  of  Ccdnmbia,  con- 
sidered, 198 ;  eraty  attempt  to  legislate  vnreasonabl; 
OB  duelling  had  only  made  the  matter  worse,  198 ;  extra- 
ordlnaiy  to  make  gambling  panlghable  by  conflnetnent 
In  tba  peiUtwiUarr,  198 ;  objeet  of  elaaslDg  dneUIng  with 
Inlranu  Crimea,  ItS;  daelUng  pontahad  In  tha  Butem 
Btntea  <mlrb7  a  Am,  198;  praal^  la  aeraral  States, 
lU;  show  these  men  there  ta  a  power  stronger  than 
their  ftlse  notlona  of  honor,  194;  the  aet  branded  with 
Influn^  in  New  JeraejilM;  noBal4*ctof  Jarlq>mdeDoe 
npoQ  whloh  BO  manj  Inoonsldetate  stepa  have  been 
taken,  191 ;  Ineffldener  and  Inadeqnae^  of  legislation 
on  the  Ml^oet,  195;  bin  laid  on  the  table,  195;  qneathm 
on  recommitment,  2S6 ;  ree(antl«nolIlsrod,H&  SuJn- 
dsn^ToLI. 

Dnnua,  Jonn,  «n  the  HHaoIa  and  Iflehlgaa  Canal,  805; 

on  Bait  Bpringi  In  Illinoia,  311,  S16;  Beprosentatlre 

from  niinof  B,  S89 ;  on  mounted  InftBtry,  TiX  Am  A- 

dtee,  vols.  9, 10; 
Ddiq^  Jomr  <^  ahoasn  Batgsaat  it  Arma  af  Hm  Hooia, 

MO. 
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Dnnin,  Ber.  Mr.,  eleoted  Chaplain  the  Senate,  864. 
IhatM,  iMtortoURoMiKr.— As  JMta,  toL  lOi 
ihdtstOK  AyoHft^-^nwMtftte  fiU  CWImHoh  ^i>irflM*-U 
ttia  Honaey  a  UU  to  attn  tha  aawal  aet%  dte.,  crauldan^ 
41;  ot^t  of  the  bill  to  prorlde  a  remedf  against  an 
abuse  of  the  laws  of  the  ooantry,  M;  its  priadpsl  otfaet 
Is  to  enforce  the  tariff  law  of  18&8,M;  that  lawwaa 
paasod  for  the  protection  of  domaitlo  Indnstrj',  snd  hsTO 
not  those  for  whoae  benefit  it  was  passed  a  right  to  ask 
and  damand  at  w  that  the  Mth  of  the  Goverament 
ahaUnotbaTioIatedr  44;  proof  that  the  law  la  riolated, 
44;  tba  oovraa  Vnum,4B;  pnnlaloiiB  vt  axtsttng 
laws,  nnder  wU«k  the  aUagad  ftnida  at*  peipetrttad, 
45;  proeeedlugs  at  the  Custom  Bonse  In  New  York, 
45;  a  paper  read,  48;  itaanthorlt^  questioned,  40;  read- 
ing ooutlnned,  46 ;  deserlptlon  of  the  means  nsed  to 
commit  frauds,  47 ;  letter  of  the  Collector  of  New  York, 
47;  tnstaneesof  the  OTasloD  of  laws,  48, 49;  Is  It  not 
generdljnndentoodfliat  our  laws  era  ended f  49;  tha 
Prcaident,  In  hla  umagi,  InHmatea  as  modi,  4);  what 
takes  plaee  In  tha  Appraiser^  (rfBoss,  40;  mmhor  ci 
regular  Amerloan  morchaati  In  tha  wodleu  trnde^  W; 
what  la  the  condition  of  the  American  merohantt  00; 
memoriala,  60;  all  speak-  of  the  corruption  of  trade, 
00;  how  Is  the  woollen  trade  carried  onf  61;  islt  sonnd 
poUcf  to  allow  transient,  wandering  forelgnras  to  usurp 
that  emploTmont  which  belongs  to  American  dtliana  t 
SI;  erroncoDstosarthattheeraaionsareeaiiaadbjtha 
hl^  duties,  51;  the  forotgn  Tabutloa  la  tb«  rotten  part 
of  onr  eyatem,  61 ;  elfoets  of  ftaod  and  evaston  <hi  the 
tevenoi^  61 ;  tba  Canada  tmde,  08 ;  ttia  pavpla  la  lb* 
Interior  hare  never  been  aware  of  the  mlsdilelb  pno- 
ttoed  at  the  Custom  House,  H ;  prorlsious  (tf  tha  bHl 
befoM  the  oommtttee,  68 ;  otfleetiona  against  the  bill,  88L 
Snli. — A  motion  to  reconsider  the  TOte  reducing  the 
du^  on  salt,  78;  reasons  for  the  reoonslderatlon,  14 ;  the 
difflcBllrortbeBal4eatflfntBrU^n;tbalat«tMtor«Tn7 
partBhonMbeeonBBlted,T4;  sItuattoD  of  ttw  anmti7 
In  former  rears  In  respect  to  salt,  74;  extraato  from  fha 
Journals  of  the  Old  Congress,  76;  mtoof  dufytem^ 
Imposed,  70;  mana&etnre  on  the  seaboard,  76;  ejorbl- 
tantprioe  i»ld  for  It  In  varions  paita  of  the  oonntr^, 
76;  It  is  said  that  certain  menopoilsto  have  oppressed 
the  people,  TO ;  the  propoelUMi,  to  reconsider,  how  re- 
eelTed,7«;  Itta  saldthat  saltU  aneoeasarjronifo.77; 
thlapmporitionlB  ablowatmofc  at  the  wbrie  dcmaatto 
ludnattrttf  fheeountiT,  77;  Oa  extentof  the  sattlB* 
tereat  has  not  been  attentively  eonddered,  78 ;  statement, 
78 ;  mannliMturod  in  almost  arerf  Btato  of  the  Union,  78; 
this  redaction  must  rain  the  mannfocture,  78 ;  aremga 
value  of  foreign  salt,  78;  adrantsge  to  the  foreign 
article,  T9;  If  thedutrlaoontlnned,  thesalttrf  Tsitraa 
PennsyiTaala  will  soon  oompeteVlth  the  foreign  aiti- 
do,  79;  where  tha  maauftetnrad  artlda  is  aaat  to^  80; 
coa&aotlai  «f  pork  with  tUi  Ba14«c^  80;  domsatle  oom> 
petition  reduces  the  price  lower  than  the  foreign  artlda 
would  be  If  fn«  ti  duty,  80. 

A  redaction  <tf  duty  at  the  present  time  would  be 
prqjndlcitl  to  the  pnbUo  interest,  61 ;  benefits  to  the 
fitrmei  snd  other  oonsumlng  classes  from  the  protection 
given  to  home  producers,  81;  redaee  tha  duttaa  tm 
.  forelgu  salt  and  that  article  will  aacaad  the  Ohio  at  toeh 
mdueed  pries*  as  to  foil  below  tba  donaitla  artl«il*»8l; 
it  la  said,  all  sancmiiias  lad  compromise  In  lagidatloa 
are  Immml,  8B;  aflbotonNawTorkaadKewXnglBBd 
of  reducing  the  protection,  89;  tha  kim  a  treason  «f 
Judas,  89 ;  motion  to  lajr  oa  tha  table  lost,  88 ;  moUea 
to  recondder,  carried,  88. 

The  res],  abeolute  neoessariea  of  life  ought  not  to  be 
taxed,  88 ;  the  poor  man  mast  often  pay  the  most  tax, 
88;  o8M cT  tba  redmttOB  os.Naw Trnk, 84;  Oa  Stata 
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tB,M;  IttomrnrnqiulHid  iii4iut,85;  Qtto  nU  tax 
PMqUuIt' oppMBtTe,  8B;  It  b  Mid  tbit  tUs  ndnetlon 
wID  diiro  tlie  State  of  N«w  York  to  a  land  tax,  M ;  ta  It 
traat  88;  how  It  can  sapplrtha  defldencj,  M;  taxet 
*ra  tbe  wont  enemlea  of  tndostrj,  86 ;  aalt  worka  on 
HalatoB  Blrer,  In  Virginia,  8T;  mnst  the  whole  com- 
miiultr  bear  a  grieToiu  tax,  In  order  to  keep  up  m  few 
don  and  nn profitable  aaltwinlBir  87;  amendment  re- 

Mored  to  tool  ode  Importsd  Iron,  used  tot  axes,  hoea, 
ice,  in  til*  ameDdmeBt,  8T ;  tbe  power  of  Congnaa  to 

tmpoee  baidflBB  on  the  dtUeni,  whenoe  doea  It  ariaef 
BT ;  object  of  tbe  Confederation  to  prorlde  fbr  the  g«ii- 
eral  defence  and  emnmoa  wellhre,  88 ;  what  la  provided 
bj  thia  bill?  es ;  the  qneetlon  on  this  bUI  Is  finally  to 
settle  the  hopee  of  the  Bonth  and  West,  89;  other 
■mendmosto  mo  rod,  89;  blU  ordered  to  be  engroased, 
60 ;  rMolntlon  oftred,  W;  laid  on  the  table,  90. 

QoaatkiiM  Um  paiMga  <rf  tha  tarUT  btll,M;  what 
doaaltotltlfl  pnfts8?W;al4eetIoiwtothebll],«;1)fll 

pMMd,». 

Bill  to  repeal  the  duty  on  aal^  reported,  91;  motion  to 
peatpone  to  next  seulon,  lost,  91 ;  nolf,  91 ;  motion  to 
•mend  the  bill  hy  rednelng  the  dnty  on  molaaaes,  9S ; 
Mwrons  nature  of  the  datf,  H;  remarka  on  tha  ealt 
trade, »;  Mil  ordered  to  be  mgroaaBd,  tS;  qaeatlon  on 
Che  flwd  paaaage,  108;  Saaate  hai  a^Jonrnad  and  too 
kto  to  aet,  IW;  UU  paased,  lOT. 

Bin  to  radwa  tha  dn^  on  molaaaaa  asd  ram  reported 
atidreadtwlea,n;  ordered  to  the  third  reading,  98;  bin 
paae»d,10T. 

AA— Id  the  Senate,  leave  aakad  to  Introdnoe  a  bill 
Ibr  tha  repeal  of  the  dnty  on  salt,  16! ;  ot^eeUona,  id ; 
taitlmonr  of  EngUsh  witneaaae  on  the  importanee  of 
the  arttd*  la  agrionltnre,  103,  ISS,  164;  fltrther  extracta 
from  taatlmonr,  16^  166,  167,  118,  169,  170^  ITl;  tho 
Tiliu  flC  aaH  to  atook  aa  prored  both  1^  tha  SngUah  aad 
AmarUan  teatiBonT-,  ITl ;  naoaHty  of  ana  made  salt 
ftir  butter  end  diee8e,17S;  loaa  of  baeon  bynaiogflre 
made aalt^  1T9 ;  do.  plekled  pork,  173;  do.plekled  beo^ 
]n;'0Tll8  of  ditvlng  cattle  from  the  Weat,  ITi;  dlaad- 
vutagea  nnder  which  flumera  In  tbe  Weatem  Btatea 
labor  with  re^et  to  aalt,  ITS ;  the  domestic  mMopoly, 
m;  reanltlng  In  tha  prwant  enormona  price,  174 ;  the 
•alt  tax  ftOa  heaTfeat  upon  the  laboring  cliLBses,  1T4; 
■tod:  laqnlred  In  the  United  States,  ITS;  the  stint  of 
aalt  oalTerMl  in  the  West,  17S;  thallneof  dlatlnetlon 
between  good  and  bad  aalt,  1T6;  the  burden  of  the  aalt 
tax  on  the  Vest  oggrsTated  byoontraat,  ITT;  fkrmen 
moat  Intereated  In  the  abolition  of  this  tax,  ITT ;  everj' 
Intereet  erlee  aloud,  1T8;  the  Brltlah  Parliament  had 
totally  repealed  the  salt  dntlea,  178 ;  proTiilons  of  the 
liniaxpUaed,in;  anlgfeet laid «i  tha  taUa,179;  UU 
witkdnwn.18B. 

Jnxi.— The  views  of  the  minority  of  the  Beteet  Com- 
mittee oonsidered,  286;  what  shaQ  be  done  with  the 
reportrSBS;  Ietttbo^lBted,SB8;  onparHamentaiy and 
nnpreeedented,  S06 ;  Ibniier  peoade^W;  pqierrft- 
eelTed,  VS9. 

Sugar.— la  the  Honae,  a  roaolntion  relative  to  rednelng 
tlMihit]r<»>sngarconBldared,S8T;  naodIfled,S88;  qnes- 
ttm  at  ooBSldomtloB  oarrled,  988 ;  tlm«  tha  dnty  was 
aboUiliad,  188;  origlnslnseof  BBgBr,l88;  taxes  onder 
4Nurq«tom  are  paid  by  the  pTedncer^  988 ;  the  prloe 
oC  aogar  baa  not  declined  In  this  oonntry  in  eonseqnenoe 
of  Ito  prodnotlon,  989;  dbennlon  of  tha  East  India 
sagar  daty  in  the  Honae  of  Gommona,  989;  price  from 
1891  to  1839, 990 ;  oonsnmptloD  In  England  and  Franee, 
S90;  protaedon  alforded  to  reflnen,  990 ;  the  redvetjon 
Is  not  likely  to  destroy  or  eaaentlally  diminish  the 
wnnfcBtitfa  la  this  aonatry,  999;  the  aarlgstlOB  of  the 


ooaBtrysald  ta  be  langnUtlng,  S9S;  thaasJ^aBtof —e- 
dneUon  Tlewed  bitheaggtegata,196;  iapav(frem  As 

Treasnry,  806. 

Balt—Ja  the  Honae,  a  blQ  to  repeal  tta  act  redadnf 
the  dnty,  Itl9 ;  this  tax  Jnstly  compUIned  of  by  a  laip 
portion  of  the  pM^Ie,  819;  nothing  nmuaal  In  rqMrtlBg 
■nch  a  bill,  818 ;  effeets  the  measure  would  haTe  cm  Oa 
people  of  the  South,  818 ;  olijeot  of  the  tax  to  take  ftn 
the  pocketo  of  the  poor  and  give  to  tka  tf^SU;  rttt 
tatheobfeotf^l;  notion  to  njeet  tha  ho.  SU;  twdoB 
tol^thebdlonthataUaiMB;  ontoT  ofdai;n»;m. 
e(m,81S;  aeoond  reading,  SIS;  laid  on  tha  table.  913; 
motion  to  print  the  report  of  oofomlttee,  esnled,  nt 

In  the  Senate,  a  bUl  to  reduee  the  dnty  oa  laAm 
blankets,  858;  moved  to  refer  to  the  Coramdtlca  sa 
Finance,  M;  do.  to  the  Committee  on  Maaatetuca, 
896 ;  Intention  of  gentlemen  to  gire  every  thing  into  iha 
hands  of  the  Commltlae  on  IbnnJhetuast  CM;  aeta 
ngohr  and  parUamentair  oonaa^  SBS;  aaagaa  of  fha 
BritUi  PariUment,  86T ;  It  wfll  be  antftiad  to  Be 
looted  nnttl  erery  thing  obe  Is  finished,  07;  iribaud 
to  Committee  on  Uannlbotnres,  8ST. 

SedaeUon  2>hMml— In  the  Senate,  a  reaelaCte 
relative  to,  eonaiderad,  880;  the  at  the 

Sonth,  880;  Uttle  proapeet  of  a  rednetl<m,  889;  tariff 
1816,881;  a  pTOgrMlve  decrease  of  dnlleala  atfdiabt 
a  slow  person,  881 ;  course  fcqpoaedflirtbaaellaiaras 
Benat^  889 ;  tha  a^stlBg  stata  or  uvonHeM  pCMpMlQ- 
In  tha  ooontiy,  889;  this  ahaaga  ftom  dlsfaaas  to  pns- 
perlfy  has  been  the  work  of  American  leslalatleB  fcafci- 
Ing  Amerlean  Industry,  888;  predictions  a^lnst  the 
American  system, 888;  their  fUlnre,88S;  tha  magcS 
tods,  ramifications,  dnratton  of  the  system,  and  the 
high  anthorlttea  that  hare  snstalnod  It,  mi,  aSi;  Ad 
we  break  down  and  destroy  a  long  estabUahad  qiba, 
oarefhUy  built np and aaaettonad f  S84;  agraatarfta- 
mantln  Sonth  Canfllaa,  885;  Us  deaartad  caaOsa  and 
tmfaihaUtad  holla,  889;  the  dai^ar  to  tha  Votas  dam 
not  He  on  the  side  of  penlstonee  In  tbe  Amerteaa  sys- 
tem, bnt  on  that     Ite  abandonment,  8S8t 

Importanoe  of  the  resolutions,  S8T ;  thop^^lsAs- 
cnased  sa  a  question  of  liberty,  8ST ;  Is  there  any  party 
In  the  eonntiy  that  seeks  to  demoUsh  the  ma&ntetoiUg 
eetiMlshmentof  »aT;elfeat<rftheaeiaaolatloaa^iBT;Ba 
only  relief  Is  to  bafbtnd  la  Utt  ladBetton  «f  tha  rm- 
noe,  888 ;  a  glowing  picture  drawn  of  the  ooadldoa  ti 
the  country,  891 ;  tt  ts  said  that  Virginia  la  more  b«M- 
fited  bythe  tariff  than  aayotherStato  la  tfaalTiriaB, 
898;  other  remarks  reUtiTO  to^rglata,  999;  bet^9H; 
pride  of  Virginia,  898 ;  the  eanso  of  h«r  dlatreos  b  that 
she  sella  cb«^  nod  pnrohaBee  dear,  898 ;  the  detoloa 
of  the  home  market,  888;  almpU^'  the  AnaslcaB  ^f*- 
tomaadirtiatliUf  Ml 

AmoBBt  of  present  tax  tm  fanportad  article^  SfS ;  AsB 
the  people  be  tbna  tsxad  to  enable  tha  domeatle  maaa- 
fltetorer  to  tax  them  to  the  same  degrae  oa  all  artidea 
msnnbotured  and  sold  by  them?  896;  tha  tnapriad- 
pie  of  taxation  b  to  Impose  It  on  these  bast  able  to  b«ar 
It,  898;  the  reduetion  propoeee  to  re  Wee  luxariaa,  998; 
objeoto  of  c^taUsto  In  consenting  to  take  off  tbe  daOca 
on  artidea  they  do  not  manalhctnra  cannot  bambtiftaB, 
880;  abebtf  ttb^stamof  tasatlaa  «•  ttagntfla- 
tarsstoorthaoMiitrr,899;  an  tha  axtatfav  Inlff  laas 
OMUtttntlonsI  T  899. 

Bald  to  be  a  blight  on  the  Bonthem  Btatea,  489;  Rtt 
said  that  the  tari^  by  snbanctng  ttie  price  of  the  maa- 
ufltetared  artide,  tends  to  diminish  Ite  eoasimptlcm 
among  the  poorer  elaases,  tfaos  limiting  the  extent 
the  demand,  401 ;  a  caae  to  ahow  that  tha  prodaear 
pqrsthadntr.Wl;  thaeondlttoa  of  the  Booth  ndn 
thb  aystem,  said  tobaoaaof  mamaplsi  dapnirin^ 
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IM;  tiic pUton BTMtly  orwdnwii, 401;  enUntton^ 
tlwBeiith,4n;  cStetof  ttwrapMlof  tlielainar  pit- 
iiiog0Bltim,4(n;  UMeiitM<rfalairoirnd  not  tlw  tariff 
bUgfata  th«  Iiofxi  or  tUs  Mr  lud,«l8;  pnbUo  ftellng 
«iTed  u  to  the  ooodoot  of  miston  towaids  their  Blarea^ 
408;  Iweena  the  capacity  of  tlia  South  forlndlvldaal 
•nterptlM,  408;  haUta  of  the  nortbem  and  middle 
Btat«i,406;  afllMt of  thew  cansea, 408. 

Who  can  d«iln  a  ebang*  in  the  otganlo  Btnctare  or 
^aotloal  lagUlatkn  b^wkioh  the  change  in  thii  conntrr 
In  flf^-dx  jtta  has  bMB  aAoted,  404;  one  put  obonld 
not  ba  mads  anbaerrlont  to  Vk»  otiier,  404;  vbat  Is  tha 
oaoM  of  the  Boothern  lUitTeaa,  400 ;  other  eansas  than 
thepoUejoT  pn>teetIon,tf5;  eotbm  Uthe  prodnot  of 
an  ezliamting  plant,  40B;  Inereaaed  prodnetion  and  All 
of  price,  40S;  einlgratiott,406;  canaes  of  dlstraaa  erl- 
dentlf  distinct  from  the  tariff  4M ;  the  American  ajt- 
tam  tonnded  on  the  broad  and  Impregnable  |«Incipl« 
of  national  Indapendanea,  40t ;  it  I>  no  salflah  poller,  406 ; 
it  amtaataa  ftom  nmote  antiqnitf ,  40S ;  the  patriotbm 
and  interasta  of  Pennaylnnia  InrolTOd  la  tiio  ateadf 
picaecntlon  at  this  p<dl^,  407 ;  what  are  the  fhilti  ot 
thlaFenn^lvaniap<die7T4^;  the  article  <tf  Iron,  40T ; 
efltoots  of  onr  poller  ■>»  ^  metal,  407 ;  resolntiona  be- 
fora  the  Senate,  408;  protection  was  one  of  the  moring 
objeoti  of  the  revolnboa  of  the  Union  and  of  the  dele- 
ptlonof  thepoweraof  the  GoTemment,40S;  Inflezl- 
bleaa  to  aotfalBg  botadeqnate  protection,  409;  maln- 
tenanoBof  the  haimonj  and  perpetnitrof  the  TTnlon, 
410. 

TiM  present  question  one  of  ezpedlenor,  400;  shall 
wc  give  to  the  Indnstry  of  the  oonntrr  the  market  of 
tho  eonntrr,  bf  means  of  protecttre  duties  T  400 ;  Con- 
gress has  not  nanrped  nndelegated  powers,  400;  the 
qnaitton  is  not  whether  a  new  p611<7  shall  be  now 
■dioptod,410;  noState  over  became  great  bntbrasteadr 
■adpatMTeringpomltof  ItspoU^.ttO;  aaoientBorao 
ma  onee  sa  Inoonstdnrsbla  TinaffB,  410;  ateadlneas  of 
ponolt  innstrated  bjr  Athena,  410;  what  gavo  them 
titat  abeorblng  avarice  of  bmc  f  411 ;  strange  that  the 
azpedlener  of  tha  protectlTS  poUoj-  ahonld  be  donbted, 
411. 

Where  Is  the  mstnal  Ibrboaranoeand  ooneesslon  which 
parraded  flia  oonnelli  of  the  nation  on  the  formation  of 
the  Union?  418;  ftomwhataMUOadesatUshlgh  state  of 
yro^erl^  Ofwaiaiof  4IS;  what  Is  this  American  BTitem 
Inanotber  point  of  flew  fdlS;  protaat  against  this  mls- 
ealled  AmorloaosrBtem,tiS;  mncoatranoe  of  Alabama, 
419;  the  annnal  mesaago  of  the  Prealdent,  419;  the 
nrenoe  may  be  rednced  to  the  wanta  of  the  Goremment 
wlthont  dcetroring  domestio  mannlkctaree,  bnt  not 
wiUKNtt hnrtlng  them,W;  proob,490;  exportation  of 
oottoa  to  foreign  «ninMc^4Sl;  other  articles,  421 ;  salt, 
481;  o^poatlon  of  ^  tariff  on  sslt,  foreign  snd  domes- 
Uc^4S8;  tho  Wast  needs  fiweigatrBda,4S8;  thededlne 
of  exports  hsa  Allan  ohleflf  on  tho  [mdnots  of  theBonth 
and  West,  428;  the  present  state  of  trade  between  the 
West  and  the  high  tariff  SUtca  is  on  a  worse  footing 
for  tha  Weat  than  that  of  the  Colonists  was  with  the 
mother  ooontrr,  486;  the  Wast  has  a  deep  interest  In 
tho  preeervaUoD  of  the  fimign  trade,  4U. 

lhorsaDlBtlona,489;  amendment  tost,  <MB;  another 
amendment  offered,  434;  we  most  not  abandon  the  Bys- 
teiB  <tf  protection,  raaolntlons  offered,  4S4-,  whatis 
propoa>d>0;Bqtoniittonof  aTote,42I;  amlstakeasto 
the  extent  of  the  oonqncsts  the  protectlTe  policj  has  made 
OTeitha  oHKMiUon  to  It,  42T;  perfectljr  practicable  to 
rerlew  and  arrange  the  whole  ^stem  at  thii  seerion,  49T ; 
three  diatinct  propositions  nnder  consideratlou,  423; 
whattheae8eTeralplauspropoa^438;  the  aecBmalation 
of  mphiioa  In  tiw  TrtBMirr  la  tho  greatest  «tU  to  ba  dep* 


reoatad  in  tUs  ooontir,  489;  Tetsreno*  to  thoOtwmtt- 
taa  OB  MannfcotBrsa  moved,  4S>;  efltat  of  this  refor* 
ana^  480;  adTantage  of  tho  rolbnnea,  480;  doddon  trf 
tho  Senate,  480;  Its  effM,480;  a  protcot  against  » 
modifleatlon  of  the  tariff  of  ISSS,  with  Its  offiuulTO 
batnres  nntonched,  4S1 ;  tha  point  In  dispute  between 
the  Mends  and  o^ponenta,  481 ;  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  lost,  481;  further  mottona,  481,  489;  ftarther 
amendments  and  debate,  488, 4S8;  484 ;  propoaltlon  to 
topoit  on  a  lodnetlon  of  the  price  of  pnbUa  land^  oar* 
Hod.  488;  reoolnUons  agreed  to,  488. 

lUabOI  giTOB  BO  iril<610;  Itreeognliia  tha  pn- 
teoHTO  Bjatam  as  the  sattlod  ptAIor  of  tho  eoantrj',  nO; 
It  ooDtalns  the  minlmnma  and  the  speeillo  dntlea,  fill ; 
not  a  single  featnre  to  recommend  It  to  anjr  bnt  frlenda 
of  the  American  srstem,  611;  reasons  for  roting  for  the 
bill,  51S;  blU  passed,  ai&  * 

Jiinimvm  Atttec—In  the  Honse,  a  reeolntlon  etm- 
aUerod,  058;  objtt*  ei  tho  zesolntlan,  SIM;  twofold, 
S64;  to  Inqnlro  Into  the  practical  ofllte^of  adBlaanm 
duties,  SC4 ;  tnqnlrr  shonid  bo  permitted  sa  a  matter  of 
conrtesf.OM;  ol^leot  irf  tberwolatIon,6U;  vhatbtta 
minimum  dnfyT  SS6;  how  introdneed  i^to  oar  leglsl^ 
tlonT  656;  moUves  which  iatlaeneed  South  Cartdlna  la 
thismeasnreln  1S16, 606;  have  her  antldpations  been 
realized  T  690;  the  manufuturerftamlsbes  an  Important 
branch  of  onr  foreign  trade,  666 ;  eSket  of  this  mann- 
foetuotf  eottOB«iprIOBa,0SS;  laSosthCandlBBpn- 
parad  to  break  down  w  oripple  waj  part  of  tbk  uaim- 
foetnro  she  has  done  so  mneb  to  bnlld  upf  OBT;  UtUa 
Importance  to  which  committee  reftrenoa  Is  made,  661; 
it  is  said  South  Carolina  had  the  honor  of  originating 
the  tariff,  66T ;  looks  Into  the  record  of  the  prooeedlngs, 
063;  oltjeot  of  theminlmoms  la  1818  was  toexolndo 
importation,  668;  nqjostto  strike  out  the  deflnite  la- 
qnti7  and  Inaart  a  general  Inqnirr,  668;  the  amendment 
la  aald  to  Tfadato  tho  oomtedeaV  the  Hoflse,  008 ;  If  tho 
object  of  tho  Inqvliy  was  tha  same,  why  offM  tha 
amendment f  668;  the  bill  of  181<;6S0;  If  raweotton 
can  be  converted  into  cloth  for  leea  money  than  in  Eng- 
land, why  eontlnno  the  datrf  6(0;  prieea  upon  vUch 
the  mlnimnms  of  1S16  ware  Aaaded,B00;  reoolBtion 
paaeed,D«l. 

Mmorttd  y  AvA  OiroMna.— Tho  memorial,  Ml ; 
moTod  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  • 
661 ;  mond  to  refer  to  Onnmlttea  of  MaBnAwtartik 
061;  tttarableetto  wUeh  ItrefersIsroTOBBO,  081;  ttio 
memorial  c^miplalna  of  protection,  and  should  go  to  the 
■Committee  on  Maunfeotoree,  061;  every  thing  slanghtered 
by  reflarenoe  to  the  Committee  on  Uanulaotnree,  663; 
would  the  people  of  the  South  feel  satlaAed  with  such  a 
proposition  r  668;  they  are  Jastly  entitled  to  what  is 
asked,  668;  improper  to  send  to  the  Commlttea  on 
Uaanfeotoree,  068 ;  ftirther  debate,  668;  referred  to  tha 
Oommlttooof  Waji  a&d  Haau,064;  a  nportct  tho 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Heans,  676 ;  tho  hlU  to  lodaoa 
and  eqnallza  duties,  678;  principles  of  the  report  and 
bill  subTetslTe  of  the  nunufaoturing  Intaras^  618;  Itai^ 
ther  remarks  on  the  report,  679. 

BadueUon  i^IhMM.—A.  bill  relaUTe  to  reduotkm  of 
duties  eonsldeiod,  686;  amount  of  rorenno  expedient 
for  tho  Qoratnment,  606;  60T ;  what  aowunt  of 
rcTeane  a  duty  of  twelve  per  eont  will  bring,  607 ;  abet 
of  tha  proposed  roduetioo,  606;  how  for  Jnstioe  and 
oqoall^  In  the  flaoal  operations  of  the  government  havo 
dictated  this  bill,  608;  aiUoatment  of  the  queaUon,  tOO; 
oomplalnta  against  the  tarilt  TOl ;  aa  Impost  duty  a  tax 
on  the  producer,  701 ;  what  Is  thefectf  708;  Imposts  sre 
taxea  on  the  eonaumptlon  of  the  country,  709;  Kngland 
cannot  take  our  cottons  unless  wa  take  her  msnnfeo- 
tnrea,  709;  doea  the  tariff  laasan  the  oonsamptloa  of 
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wtton,708;  ftrrois  of  taao  <tf  fnlu,  108;  VaOnlloeh's 
Ti«w  of  low  wagu  on  ootton,  te,  T08;  8Mtb  OmltiiB 
will  not  anbmlt,  T04. 

Ono  nuon  wb7  7011  should  not  abotUh  or  ftttertbe 
aHatinc  prottfotlTO  ajstom,  TIS;  sl^t  of  the  amend- 
BWBt  propoaed,  71S ;  It  1<  aoid  the  srstem  operates  with 
k  load  aad  partial  oereritj'  npon  the  planting  Btatet^ 
TU;  tUi  la  the  oalj  plaoilble  gnnind  Vt  attaek  on 
tbe  i^yatem,  714;  laid  to  be  a  qneatton  ^  right  aad  Jna- 
Uoa,  T14;  vlewa  advanced,  Tlfi;  a  measnrs  islnexpe- 
dient  If  it  iajQTes  other  sectloiu  and  Intereeta  more 
than  it  benefits  the  Booth,  716;  clirims  which  this  in- 
dnatrf  hu  on  yon,  TIS;  has  a  state  of  &ets  anbstan- 
ttaliy  new  and  material  ariienelDoel8S4  and  1828,  which 
dtaokaigH  7«a  of  yosr  pM^t^  Mid  rendara  It  honecable 
•nd expedient toabttidonthapeUi^adoptedf  TIC;  has 
ft  Man  aaeertaln«d  that  protaotloo  la  nnanUlag  and 
iBSQedteatf  TIT;  eoat too  nmdt  to  cataMih  nMuniflic- 
torea  by  a  proteotlTH  poU^r,  It  i«  aald,  TIT ;  doee  it  work 
an  evei^balaoce  of  national  IqJnrrT  T18;  thoatUtode 
of  Sonth  Carolina,  718;  700  Tiolate  in  aome  sort  tho 
pUghted  lUth  of  the  nation,  719 ;  a  atatwmaii  who  does 
thla  deed  1*  gnilty  of  prodigally  aqnandering  a  national 
property,  T19;  all  man  admit  IlieTaliia  of  mannfhctnrea 
to  ft  nation,  780;  not  made  ont  tint  the  existing  iwotec- 
Ut*  ■7steBdoeaeTlltotheBoath,790;  fmtber  remarks, 
711,  TiS;  iu>(e.m 

Amendment  proposed,  TM;  apathy  on  the  subject, 
7M ;  how  are  grievaaees  to  be  redraaaad  that  are  denied 
alleredltf  72B;  tbe  great  lncqiiBllt7  and  iDjoatloe  of  tbe 
system,  TS9 ;  the  bnrdena  bomo  anmlned,  79^ ;  eondl- 
tion  of  the  Booth  in  relation  to  the  oomforta  of  Ufi), 
TVT;  the  aystom  is  dangerona  to  tho  peace  and  harmony 
<rf  tho  Union,  TO;  conssB  which  lod  to  tha  Berolntlon, 
TU;  oartax vproprlsted  In  otbarooonttlea,  Ttt;  ox- 
aadnoUon  of  Dr.  Franklin  belbro  o  oommltteo  of  Far- 
Uament)  TW ;  Dedaration  of  Independonoe,  180 ;  la  onn 
•  eaaedUrerentfromtheooloBleef  780;  didtbepeople 
mean  no  mote  by  tho  BeTolntlon  than  a  ohange  of  mas- 
ters? 780. 

The  proteetlTO  system  had  Its  origin  in  Virginia,  781 ; 
our  anosston  did  not  anthorixe  in  tho  Conatltation  a 
modifloation  of  tlM  Tory  prlni^ple  which  prodnood  the 
BoTolntton, m ;  flrsteanao  of  oflbnoe  totheodonlea 
was  ■  tsrUr  on  Wert  India  prodaee,Tn;  priselidoof 
tha  SoToIoUon,  789 ;  fioaneUI  view  of  the  omonnt  of 
tmrdens  Imposed  on  the  Bonthem  Btates,  and  of  the 
ynf^jnai  expeadltnro  of  the  rerenne  oollooted  bylm-. 
posts,  T88;  it  is  said  the  repeal  of  this  system  win  pros- 
trate tho  prodnotlTe  labor  oC  tbe  North,  TS4;  thff  qnes- 
Hon  mwt  nowbo  settled  on.  %  pormanont  barfs, T84; 
m«at  eoBo^ad  to  tho  mairaflMtnrlng  Intmsts  In  the 
odlootfam  erf  the  roTonno,  784;  It  U  asld  aaj  tednotlon 
of  duties  sboiild  be  gradual,  n& 

Amendments  proposed,  741 ;  ohjeot  to  make  the  Mil 
eonsistent  with  Itself T41 ;  teetthagreatpriaciplemaln- 
tainsd  tbronghont  the  bill,  741 ;  protection  to  tbe  navi- 
gating Interest  stniek  ont,  742;  other  amendments 
moved,  742 ;  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  748.  8m  In- 
dm,  Tols.  1,  S,  8, 4, 6,  6, 7, 8, »,  lOi 

Jhrttu  on  ImporU. — LeylDg  of  and  regnlatlng  oommeroe, 
two  dliUnct  powon^  WL 

iMtss  OM-  iiMporli^—BeBolathMii  adoptod  br  tbo  Olty  of 
New  Tork  on  the  snbjeot  of  the  tnril^  489. 

JhMf  on  Tottnag6.—S»a  ItideeD,  toL  1. 

MfM^  21MM,  iCa,  AMWim  Jitdsa^  Td.  20; 

B 


2bcMM  4^  iV««fdeHt-n8M  TOL 1,  tad  TCl  ( 

PrutdvmtalEloatloik. 
mtctorai  VoU  fitr  PrtMoni-SM  IkOm,  toL  IOl 
EUgibimi/ttf  aBtHdmt  *a  WatktnffUm  toaStatl»ma 

JiouM  yVtm  Mas»acAy4«ii*. — Se9  Indta,  roL  T. 
Ellicv,  Xdwakd,  extract  from  tha  ^oecb  cS,  14K. 
Bum,  PoTunAit,  mi  the  deoeaae ef  Boboct  H.  **m. 

1S8 ;  Benator  ft«m  Uwisa^  Ur.   AM  JMn^nlL 

Eluwoxth,  WlUJAic  W.,  on  topograpUoal  aanvy^  i,  S; 
on  the  case  of  Jadge  Peek,  ST,  SS;  on  the  expeoaea  «f 
impeachment,  804;  on  theTaiUdimfsd<«,SU;  Xaptc- 
sentaUve  from  Connectlcnt,  688;  on  the  apportfawmast 
Uli,IH8;  ontheBontfa  CandinadalDM,aM;  oatWla- 
•olTest  Debtor^  bill,  601 ;  on  tho  «aso  of  Samad  Heo- 
ton,  CTl;  on  the  ooBToation  with  FnuK*.  TOO;  ca 
MtWagAir^Boglitwof  Dobatei,  7SB;  oanAartv- 
Isg  the  bonk,  7ML  £4*  Judm,roL\9. 

Andor^— &«Jiu(MVT<da.8,<B  and^fisdsa^ToLl,  Ansrf 
SrUatn. 

je'flJMmMfs,  AMMMVveaMaf  q^— As  Adsa^ToL  & 
Etahb,  Oaona^  BepresentatlTO  fron  HalB«b  SSa    As  Jb- 

dea^ToLlOi 

ETAa%  JoanrjL,  BspreoontatlTe  from  Panavlvaala, 

AmMsb^toLIOl 
■tbur,  SmrAKB)  <m  Indlut  illUrs,  til;  jranisiBtHTii 
from  MMaaohBsetts,  088 ;  ■»  tbe  South  OaroUBa  laaaBB- 

riaI,88S;  on  steam  carriages,  579;  on  remoral  ef  VsA- 
ington^  remains,  BBS,  BBl ;  on  the  eondoot  of  tbebnk, 
897 ;  on  arresting  Houston,  HT ;  on  pcat-ofltoe  mttitrartt 
6dS;  OBthooonTondonwUh  Fraiioe,TOB;  oa  flieeeo> 
TaaUoB  with  Praaoe,  710;  oa  the  Bo^Mor  of  Diilias^, 
785.  fiM  JfM2sa;  Tols.  a,  S,  10. 
BTxaBi;HoxA0a,Beprfls«latlf«  front  T«nB«^IM.  4h 
AdsB^  ToL  10. 

BwxKO,  Tmnua,  Senator  from  Ohio,  147;  on  tbo  asdaafisa 
of  dntlos,  400;  en  amaBdmoata  to  tho  ha^  i^mtK. 
482;  on  distribution  <rf  proeaediof  land  ariM^W;  « 

tho  bank  reto,  690. 
Baehanc6  <(f  Stockt-^SM  Tndn,  toL  T. 
JBdoIss  on  X/fwora.— As /ndsa^  T<ds.  1.  Bi 
SaoeiMtoDtpartmaiUi—SioJiiamt,  vaLL 
AsaaUas  AtHr«.-^SM  Acba^  ToL  flL 
J^poMoMoihr-iiSta  AdWb  TttlE  Si  B^  L 

JtopeiuUtaM^  JteAMUm  of^—St*  2mdm,  toL  T. 
SteplorinQ  AjpedWM^-As  Autcav  10- 
JBywigfcigtteJIwMnaigf flsJWtfIt  amIm4m,y^X. 

V 

Ftdoral  Jwtga».-^Mlitdtm,nAt.i,h,aaA  MlM^Tsk.  % 

a,  AmmdmenU  to  th*  OoiuMtMtm. 
Tblsis,  Jonx  ML,  Bepreaentatlra  fhxn  Soath  Cataltaa,HB 
FnrsuTt  JAim,  BopreaestatlT*  from  Torman^  BS8.  Bm 

Hdim,  vols.  8^  f;  IOl 
FrrwxKALD,  TnuAii,  Bepresentatlro  from  TaBM«a»a,9K. 
I^ff  qf  Me  UnUoi  BUOm-Sm  Indox,  roL  L 
Florida  Zand  Oltttmt.— In  the  Hoose,  a  bill  fcr  tha  oetOe- 
meat  of^  eonaldered,  SB ;  inoUon  to  exdode  aD  eUim  as 
have  bean  oonflrmed  by  the  Begister  and  Belierez,  Ac. 
68 ;  the  bill  propoeas  no  new  prinolplo  la  legbdattaa,  S; 
objeet  of  Congress  In  wgantiing  ipedal  trtbaaab  frr 
tbea^ndlorttonof  thesedsInUiBS;  flnt  laatuwa  af  aa 
attempt  to  roTwrse  the  doeiskm  of  CommbrioMf^  68; 
thla  motion  will  Introdnoe  a  new  system  If  it  aoeceed^ 
6S;  whatlsltsoI^eatTOS;  thepolleyorFraaoe,Ka^nd, 
Spidn,  In  regard  to  lands,  09;  gronnds  npon  which  tUs 
motion  l>  placed,  69;  ottJertlMs,  TO ;  Airthsr  remaric^ 
71.  5m /aAm),  ToL  10. 
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oecupatUm  o/^See  IndM,  jvi.  4  PuralaM 

iiwtae,  vol  8.    Wrtot«r»,—3t*  Indtu,  foL  & 
Itorida  and  Oeorgia  Mmmdary  Line.— la  ttw  House, « 

munge  leUUv*  to  ncclred,  BO. 
Fiant,  JoHw,  letter  on  mnonl  <tf  WuhlnftOB^  iwnstiu, 

608, 

Foox,aunnL  JL,o&tliogennl«ppn9TiatIOB,S50;  Semi- 
tor  ftiinnCDiuMetloat,UT;  on  BdTOlationarj  peiulooa, 
441.  S»4rndm,ToU.t,tO. 
Feoff*  Saclutl4m.—SM  Inidme,  toL  10,  PuUUs  landa, 
FoM,  Jamu,  BepreeeaUtlTe  from  PennajlTBoU,  S8&  8t 
Indta,  ToL  10. 

FormignS«lati4m4.~S»»  IiUUa,  toIb.  4, 0. 
Torttgnm,  PetUioiu  Jrotn.—S««  Indvn,  roL  a 
FoBSTn;  Jonx,  on  the  national  road  lDOhlo,S4S;  mthe 
Tnrklah  oommlsaion,  MS;  Benator  from  Qewi^  847; 
en  Waablngton'iblrtlL  daj,  88T ;  on  the  ^tpwUmment 
bill,  418,  436 ;  on  the  mlsilon  to  OoaUmalo,  444 ;  m  the 
Beliinia  mlMlon,449;  on  claim  agenoles,44T;  on  re- 
charter  of  the  United  States  Bank,  484 ;  on  a  statne  of 
WaahlnKton,  4ST ;  on  the  Begiater  of  Debate^  780.  Bm 

/»<2«B,'T0L  1ft 

FoncB,  ThomaB  F.,  m  the  HaTsrille  road  Ull,  M;  on 
printing  the  Jndldazy  report,  834;  Bepresentatlr  e  from 
OeorKtB,88S;  <m  the  ineolratdebtori' bill,  608;  on  the 
oondnotof  tlielMiik,n9;  «iiaRaatlflgHoiiifan,64T;  on 
■ubeorlUogrorthe  BaiUtarof  DebetetiTSIIkTM.  Bm 
Jhde<(^  ToL  10. 

Frama,  OotnmMm  tsAV-In  the  Houae,  t  hill  to  cany 
into  efliwt,  Ac,  oonslderod,  708 ;  detalle  of  the  bill,  T08 ; 
tw0  70nn'  time  enongh  for  eompleting  the  dntteioT  tbla 
oommlSBloo,  T08;  oonfllet  between  the  Intereats  of  the 
eUmaata,7W;  UmeehonldnotbeiuwdleMlrpiohHiged, 
TO0;  too  great  a  oulnUnient  of  time  wonU  hnre  a 
tendener  to  pnah  aside  raoall  eUIma,  709 ;  period  of  the 
OommloBton  llxed  at  two  years,  710 ;  amendment  in  rela- 
Uon  to  compensation  pro^Kiaed,  710 ;  allowanee  too  small, 
710;  a  per  diem  will  gat  the  baalneea  through  mnoh 
■ooaer,  710;  ccMnpared  with  the  amoont  of  compensation 
In  ottier  cues,  710;  amendment  carried,  711;  amend- 
nunt  relative  to  the  dn^  on  wine,  711 ;  forUiar  debate 
Til ;  prerlooi  qoestlon,  711.  * 

Franc*,  BttaHoKt  vUK—Sm  Mtoi,  toU  9,e>. 

F^Mnff  FrMUea.—Su  Jndeoi,  toIs.  1, 1 

F^M  ISackt,  OaioniMoUon  qf.—la  the  Home,  a  resolution 
relatlTe  to,  eonaldered,  546,  504, 060,  S70. 

F)-e«dam  <^  CQnn^»aiB9.—St»  Indtx,  toL  l. 

FsxLDimimKii,  Tanononn,  on  the  removal  of  the  Indiana, 
IM;  en  the  pnnlahment  ef  dneUIng,  104;  Senator  ft^m 
H«vJ«aer,847;  on  the  qportlonment  bill,  416;  on 
Bsndntiwarr  Pemlona,  441 ;  on  «  dv  of  hnmlUatioa, 
498;onaportn]tofWadilngton,B08L  AeAden^nLia 

French  Ooionial  7i-ads.~8«6  Indtw,  toL  9, 

Frmch  J>eereet.—SM  Index,  toL  &. 

FrentA  Sefugeetj—See  Indest,  toL  1. 

Freneh  ^poUalian».—3ee  IndeiB,  toIs,  9,  8;  T. 

FronUert,  FroUeUoa  ef.—Bee  Indent  voL  1. 

FvffUiwft^mJ<uttc»i—8ee  Indea,  toI  1. 

FuffUite  Skwee.—Se*  Aden,  riiU.  0^  6, 7,  Slavei. 

Air3hi4»4rtt«  FML— Am JiidM\ toL 7, 


O 

Qistan,  ISkmAx,  Bepremtatln  from  Ewtaok^,  fiSS. 

8teIndetB,Ynl  10. 
ealeeand8eat9nM«aeaFritaer§.r-S»»I»dM,v:aM.t,1. 
Oenerat  V^/brsi— Ae  AAav  toL  1. 
Georgia  iMdClalmti— St  IMmtf-nLi, 


Georgia  JBUMoaatmK  JHe  Jiid«HTOla.»^T,^fc 
Oeerffta  do***.— Jnd4u^  toL  la 

Georgia  Profeet—See  Indea,  roL  la 

German  Language,  Law*  8eeImdea,yiiL%. 

OiLMOan,  John,  BepresentatiTe  from  PenoajlTaiila,  088. 
SeeIndeta,-wi}L  1& 

Qiom,  William,  STidenoe  on  the  uses  of  salt,  168, 

Ooia,  AMtag  ^fS-KeetiuUon  relatlre  to,  olbred,  S86. 

a<MUM»r,  WiLLUJi  F.,  on  printing  the  Jndldair  rqMO^ 
817;  B*praaentattrellromTfatUda,688;  oiitemonl«( 
WaaUagtonri ramafni, «>.  See IhOeg^wtiLlO. 

Great  Sritain,  SetaUatery  Meaeuree  on.—Stelndta,  toL  1. 

Gresf,  Aid  to  t/ie.'-See  Indeoi,  rola.  7,  a 

Qbimkul,  Oionoi,  Jr^  BepresentaUTofroro  Hassaehnsetta, 
086 ;  on  the  apportionment  bUl,  017.  See  Indeta,  vol  10, 

Qmarvf,  J.      BepreeentaUve  from  Sooth  Carolina,  688. 

Orninnr,  Fmx,  om  the  payment  of  witneaaei^  U8;  8eaa- 
tor  Arom  T^aaae*,  847;  mx  the  rodmtlttA  of  dntUa, 
898;  «iBet«liittoBM7p«uioni,4tt;  on  Sevolntlonaiy 
pensions,  448;  on  rednetton  of  dntlea,  610.  See  Jndia, 
ToLia 

GuaiemaiOt  MUHon  to,— la  the  Senate,  an  ammpilation  fbr, 
eonaldered,  448;  wholly  anafieessary,  448;  the  Sonata, 
by  Its  own  act,  created  this  offlee,  418;  great  dlfferenee 
between  the  Panama  mission  and  the  ptaieBt  one,  448; 
Important  trade  between  Gnatemala  and  tha  United 
States,  444;  to  refose  tha  appropriation  ao  Immediately 
after^nflrmlng  the  nomination  would  be  oeninrabla, 
444 ;  motion  to  strike  ont,  loat,  444. 

GtKUemala,  Mieeion  to.— See  Indee^  roL  & 

fftM&ocrfc— iSss  Index,  toL  I. 

Qoun,  U*.,  eleotod  ChJ^kln  of  tho  House,  274 


iTofteM  £brpw^  AmimmIm  q^.-H9ie         toIl  8^  & 

Hau,  Gnr.  William,  oommnnioaUon  on  aalt,  UBk 

SAii,  Thomas       BeprasestatlTo  fh>iB  Horft  Carolina, 

OSa  As  JAdeo),  vols.  ^  7, 9, 1& 
Hall,  Wiluam,  BepreaentatlTe  fhim  Tenneeiee,  08a 
BatMlton,  Alexander,  Seport  e^,  ae  Seoretary  the 

T\reaanry.~St*  Index,  voL  1,  Treaewry. 
Hammokb,  JoaKTH,  B^reeentaUve  ftam  New  Hampshire, 

tta  See  Index,  toL  10. 
Haxit  A,  Sonm,  Senator  fkon  Indiana,  847. 
^ortnonir  to  Jtedfim,  AeMy  «%-Ae  iiidsBs  Td.  I. 
HABTxa,  JotiFM  IC,  B^ECBsntaUva  Ihiin  How  Haiqriiliiv 

6SS. 

HAUiSOir,  W.      oonunanloatlon  on  salt,  170. 

Hawh,  Albskt  Q.,  Bepresentallva  ftom  Ksntaeky,  SSa 

IlAWKixa,  MiCAJSH  T.,  Beptssantattvs  from  North  Cai»- 
Una,B8&  A«  JiMleas  vd.  la 

Hatmh,  Bow*  T.,  on  ths  pwnlihnwat  of  daalUnft  IM^ 
98B;  on  tha  national  road  In  Ohks  MO  i  on  the  dnttes  on 
lton,jtS8;  Senator  from  Booth  Carolina,  847;  on  ro- 
dnetlon  of  duties,  889 ;  on  Washington's  birthday,  8S7 ; 
on  the  apportionment  bill,  418;  on  the  reduction  of  du- 
ties, 436,  481,  489 ;  on  the  Coloalxatioil  Society,  487, 
488;  on  Bevolnttooary  pensions,  488;  on  the  Beiginm 
mission,  440;  on  amendments  to  tha  bank  ehart«r,489; 
on  distribution  of  proeeada  of  lalaB  of  pnUIe  landi^ 
009;  on  radui^n  of  dnttsa,  UOi 

H^im,  Ohuih,^  im  the  SbyirlDo  road  Ull,  19;  onflia 
doty  on  aogar,  S68;  on  printing  the  Jndidary  report, 
817.  AeTndeiB,  voLlO. 

Beaiheme,  propagating  the  Goepel  among.— See  Index 
ToLT. 

HniBiBn,  Wiluam,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Penn^lTaaia,  68& 
ffimp,  Ammieanj—Bu  ladae,  veJ.  T. 
HniPtRU^  OoABLM  8.,  wltnaaa  on  ths  Mai  of  JMH 
Psak,18L 
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HsniRtDt  WtuuK,  on  tll«  Poet  Office  DqMrtnwn^  180; 
oa  tits  deeeoM  of  Junefl  NoUe^  95T ;  Senator  fMn  lu- 
4ban,Hr;onfheied&etiiniofdnttM,iSa.  Betlnd^e, 
Tola.  8, 10. 

Bill,  Jsa^o,  Senator  ftotn  ISew  Huupshlre,  84T. 

Hoi>sx9,  Jakbs  L.,  KepresenUtlre  from  llanachiuetts,  68S. 

Bodgton,  Stbtcea,  PettUon  ^rt— Ae  Indta,  toI.  Bl 

HorruAK,  Mice  a  el,  on  relferenoo  of  Ficeldent^  maesage, 
STt;  en  tlM  lira  Oak  PbBtaHoiu,91T;  fi^ewn^re 
fromHew  York,888;  oninli3lmiimdntlea,(f88.  BtTn- 
dM^  Tols.  8, 9,  la 

HooAK,  WiLLUU,  RepreMBtattre  from  Nortli  Cuolfna, 
888;  on  the  relief  of  Bishop  Flaget,.6S9. 

HoLLAMQ,  UOKMKLtirs,  RepresontatlTe  from  Matno,  688. 

BoLHia,  JonK,  on  the  duties  onIron,i98;  on  the  Poet  Office 
Department,  SOS;  Senator  from  Ualne,  847;  oa  the 
mlaslon  to  Qnatenula,  4i8.  8m  Index,  tdL  lOi 

SoiM  D^arlmmA—Bf  Jndtu,  voL  B,  and  Stdta,  toL  1, 
SmohNm  2»q»rfmeiit 

ffomt  Mamfitetttruwrnin  ik«  Binu».—SM  Tndae,  toL  8. 

Jlimor*  to  U«  Brave.— Sm  Jhdw,  toL  & 

BoKK,  HxKKT,  BepresentetlTe  from  PennsT-lTUiU,  (188. 

Houn^  W.,  eridence  on  the  nsea  of  salt,  164, 

Sbmtt,  1A4  Bloop-<^wu;—S««  Jhdem,  toL  10. 

AWMi  ImI  to  file  Aminole  War.^^3u  Stdtcs,  toI.  T. 

JfcwNi  Ooavnea  at  flrat  aoMlon  of  Twentr-flrot  Congresa, 
t;  iiQIoiimsatdanof  ilntseasloaof  Twent74ntCott- 
Kreai,108|  convenea  ataeoond  waslon  <^  Twenty-flrat 
Coogrew,  M9 ;  a4]oiirns  at  second  sessltm  of  Twenty- 
flrst  Congress,  84S ;  conTenes  at  flrat  session  of  Twenty- 
second  Congress,  KS8 ;  a<]]onm9  at  close  of  first  session 
of  Twenty-second  Oongrean,  T6V. 

jBSntstoM,  Om«rat  Samuel,  Ckua  o/.—In  the  Senate,  a  mas- 
sage from  the  HoQse,  reqneaUng  1^  preaenee  of  ecrt^ 
uembers,  44S;  leave  granted,  4<8> 

In  4be  Hooae,  a  latter  to  the  Speaker,  complaining  of 
alnreadiof  prfTll(«a,8U;  reaolntton  to  arruat  Honaton 
olbred,6H;  easeof  Randall  and  WhItney.OM;  aoom- 
ndttee  of  tnqnlry,  the  ntmost  extent  it  Is  proper  to  go, 
M4;  the  eonaUtntlon  IraperatiTely  calls  on  ns  to  protect 
onrselTaa,  844;  amendment  to  refer  to  a  committee  of 
Inquiry,  915;  this  qnestlon  tonchea  the  privileges  of  the 
people  of  Ohio,  M5;  has  the  Honae  power  to  aot  nndw 
tho  (oaolntian,  andla  niMt  manner  ahonld  the  reaidntion 
ko  oMontedT  W5;  was  the  right  to  pnnlah  and  ontrages 
tobaa  marabonmi  rli^tTetK;  experience  of  France^ 

'  M6 ;  power  to  pnntsh  for  oontempta  In  the  British  Par- 
liament, 649;  no  indlTidnal  charged  with  contempt 
■honld'be  Incarcerated  In  the  first  Instance,  646;  nsaal 
oostom  of  the  House,  946 ;  called  to  Instltnte  a  proceed- 
ing affeettng  the  llber^oT  thedttten,  947;  objection 
(olmnlng  the  warrant,  H7;  atatoof  theqnastIon,647; 
dlBcnoalonaB  toUe  poworof  On  Honoewin  have  an 
Iqjnrlona  bearing,  948;  why  did  not  Congresa  eontlnno 
to  assemble  In  Philadelphia  r  848;  two  proposition*  be- 
Ano  the  House,  948;  power  of  the  Honae,  948;  ftirther 
remark^  048;  resolntton  carried,  949. 

Mode  of  proceeding  in  the  cose,  900;  address  of  the 
Speaker  to  Houston  when  placed  at  the  bar,  990;  reply 
of  Hooaton,  9S0;  order  of  prooeedlnp  reported,  OSO; 

I  ohafgo  atated,  951 ;  aoown  of  Honaton,  9n ;  Interroga- 
tnlea,  <B1 ;  testtmray  of  Btanberry,  9IH ;  oorreq>ond- 
ener  between  Hooston  and  Stanberry,  953 ;  qnestlona 
to  the  witnaaa,  653 ;  Itarther  proceedings,  0S4. 

Defenoe  opened,  6S4 ;  the  bctsfhrnlsh  a  snffldent  do- 
fbnoe,  054 ;  what  ooght  to  be  the  course  of  the  pnbltc  preas 
in  a  cose  like  this,  955;  any  distinct  charge  notfonnd, 
•S9;  power  of  the  House  to  pnnLih  contempts,  OAS; 
limited,  9S9;  doetrlne  of  oontompts  In  Sni^d.  KIT; 
MMi^  057 ;  eonatttnthm  the  aoorce  whenca  this  power 


mnat  be  traced,  W ;  fimr  propoaUoaa  laid  dim^Cf; 
Is  this  power  a  necessary  and  pn^  one  (br  Oda  Homt 
968 ;  It  Is  lucontistent  orlth  the  powers  eTprtity  ffra 
by  the  constltutlou  to  other  deportmenta,  C30 ;  it  la 
within  'he  prohibitions  of  tbo  oonaUtatton,  95P;  ft  ca 
be  exercised  only  in  the  way  pitMtUMd  kj  tev,  M; 
legal  authors,  690l 

Wbatia  the  natnra  of  tbo  charger  SOB;  wkrtM 
hare  been  adduced  to  peon  ttf  M;  itlaaddfteBttad 
was  made  forwordsntteredlnthls  pI«cfi,M4;  repttoeif 
the  aeenaar,  005 ;  arraigned  tar  tbe  oBatat  at  hiiiBg 
redressed  a  perBonal  wrong,  865^  It  la  said  the  IftfMs 
Hon  of  the  House  may  be  exposed  to  danger  tf  tt  acf- 
lecti  to  punish  in  this  ease,  699;  this  bodydaimi  t» 
exercise  a  privilege  which  is  nndeSned  and  tncompn- 
benslble,  609 ;  important  these  prlr'le^  ahonld  be  it- 
fined,  067;  apprehenslona  seam  to  be  entertaloed  lest 
vfoleiioe  should  some  day  be  used  to  aMdga  tha 
of  flie  Honae,  60S ;  exampleo  fbmlakad  hj  the  UiUtj 
«f  Oraece  of  the  anbverrion  of  Ilbortfca  kj  the  I<c^ 
latnre,0BB;  therl^tsof  mUUon  litnlT*d,«ll;  IM- 
Ings  prompting  the  ooooBar,  070;  tiaQimr  iniKk^ 
671. 

The  only  question  Is  whether  this  batttry  was  ia- 
fllcted  fbr  the  cause  stated  In  the  letter  to  the  Speaks^ 
071 ;  has  the  Honae  a  right  to  take  oogBlzaaaa  af  sa 
Bssanlt  eommltted  by  third  partleaAntof  doam^Ma 
member  who  ^eaki  his  seatlmantatnv;  lawhatfla 
breach  of  privilege  Is  said  to  OMulst,  87S ;  oppoatttants 
Judicial  authority  In  Pennsj^ranla,  07S;  datalla,  CI; 
the  Senate  must  be  shorn,  it  Is  said,  079 ;  a  pawerhi 
party  lending  their  eflbrts  to  the  proatraUon  of  the  Ja- 
dlclary  and  of  the  Senate,  676;  what  kind  of  wvideoca 
In  this  case  i  070 ;  attempt  to  prove  that  membeta  Isn 
privflflge^  970;  our  Impunities^  07T;  apedaa  «f  arp- 
mentwa  have  heard,  977 ;  Isthla  TTonir  aiillnatiailii 
pnnlah,  If  this  la  abraaoh  of  pibrilageT  877. 

Admteloiu  of  the  accuaed  tn  hla  answer,  CiB;  thi 
only  cause  of  oatroge  Is  the  one  aarfgnod  In  Ite  chaise, 
679;  dedsionsof  English  courtsnotai^Icableltcfe. 079- 
the  English  Parliament  and  the  American  Coi^rMs, 
970;  cannot  a  member  publish  his  apeecJi  witboct  C- 
vestlng  himself  of  his  privlleger  080;  thetl^lacft^ 
people  of  this  TJuIon  are  Involved  la  the  ■i'Mitifn 
this  question,  OSO;  Is  Honslon  gnll^  of  ft  biudk  «f  tbi 
privileges  of  this  Honao  7  080;  oooraa  of  the  iTrftanii, 
OBO;  Ibnndatioa  of  the  power  it  la  proposed  to  exeida 
on  this  occasion,  081 ;  Intention  of  the  iwlTlI^e,  d; 
the  concession  of  the  power  to  punish  for  acta  aoca:^ 
ted  In  the  House  rellnqnishea  the  whole  gronnd  ol  As 
argument,  68S;  the  question  of  &Gt  dlacnsaed, 
statement  d  Senator  Buckner,  683 ;  for  what  was  tfcii 
Ignondniona  chastisement  Inflicted?  683;  In  Ea^sxla 
member  In  hi*  place  may  make  a  charge  or  pin|iin  aa 
inquiry  upon  common  fkme^  084;  role  of  the  Ti^M 
Parllamont,OB<;  the  assaalt  and  battery  ware  fcr  wor* 
■poken,  089;  proceedings  of  tha  English  Pariiaak^ 
685,  086;  practice  and  prooeodlnga  In  thla  Hooac, 
Intention  of  the  fromere  of  the  consUtntion,  037;  ftmher 
debate,  988;  Honaton  declared  guilty  of  the  ebaiy^ 
960 ;  paper  trom  Houston,  900 ;  reprimand,  OtO ;  Ictccx 
to  the  House,  09Ql 

HowAss,  BmtiMiM  C,  on  tha  Baltlmare  and  'Wadd^taa 
road,  889 ;  Representative  from  ICarylosd,  BOB ;  am  the 
apportionment  Un,  007 ;  on  tha  daoaaaa  «i  Qeoi|a  & 
HItohell.  744.        JndM,  vd.  10. 

HuBBisD,  Humr,  Repreeeatatlve  from  New  Hompekln, 
088 ;  on  the  apportionment  bill,  0T8L  iSie  Ade^  vol,  Ul 

Euonss,  TnovAS  H.,  Sepresentatire  fiau  Kaw  JaasBT*,  ao& 
866  /ndetti,  voL  10. 

HtntT,  JoiTATHAit,  B^raaMitatlTa  fraaTenMB^  ASS;  m 
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tbe  nmoTBl  of  Wublngton'a  ntBatu,  (M ;  dtwin  ot, 

4sr,m.      /fldw,  ToL  la 

HvnniOTOK,  Jammz  nhMn  to  Jodgo  Pook,  88 ;  la- 
■olraut  dsbton^  887 ;  BeprM«ntaUTO  from  Ooo&Mtleat, 
018;  on  the  Bontli  CftmlluK  cUlmi,  6ML 

Amwh^  §npctti  TtrrUory  qf.—8U  InOm),  TtA.  lA. 


I 

Im^  PaiSB,  Jr^  B«pi«MittatlT*  frm  F«iiii«71ti^  5SS; 
on  th«  <Mm  at  Uonnw,  8H.  >Sm  /miImi^  toL  la 

UUnoii  and  Michigam  Omafc— Ibtloii  to  raooulder  tha 
ToU  H)r  wbld  tbaUU  nlittn  ta  wu  i^aetad,  106;  lom 

SOS. 

BKptadimmi.  BatMm,w^%,'Vi. 

ImprUonmtnt  for  Dtbt—SM  I»d«n,  toU.  7, 8;  9; 
AdmnIjCoaMaK  ^  For^gniert,—8a»  /ndaa\  tcA.  9. 
IiKlMUtUtf  Jbr  SpoUailotU.~3«e  AKtat,ToL  1,  0rM< 

Indian  4^b<r<.--lD  Um  Hoom,  «  m«iiiorial  nUttn  to  tb« 
act  for  Qm  amiluuga  of  btada  wiUt  oaitalB  laiUaB  tribea, 
US;  qntctlon  of  ocmldmtloB  pn^SU;  fylbtta  m  » 
qntttiM  orotd«r,81B;  eouldgntioii  durlod,  8S0L  iSw 
Ai2<ai,voLi.  i>o. >Sm /iMlMt Tol. la  J>q. 
D»partmmL-~SM  Ind^m,  vol.  T.  I>o.  JViofMY  i^^afMH^ 
-Ad/MlM^-roL  r.  i>o.  Lands  wWUn  a  3taU,  Bi^hU 

V«LBL 

HraM,KpotmoBnUtlT«to,a»8;  raBuki,8K  M& 
li^Staik  StiaUotu.—la  the  Senato,  a  naolatlan  robtlTa  to 
eoBiidand,  190 ;  the  Beuto  atid  the  bbUdb  liavo  *  right 
tokAOwth«  FrMtdeBfapoUcr,  190;  provlsloiu  of  tha 
law  of  1802,  190;  mflasage  of  Preald«nt  Waahlngton, 
191;  prittdplaa  aad  aplilt  of  the  Indian  iateroontae 
ttaoed  to  their  aoaraei,  191 ;  Auther  hiotoir,  191 ;  boaa- 
dary  Unea  of  th«  Territory  betwaea  the  United  Btatea 
■adOnladlaaitnMdiini  MMMOf  OeiMtanaarthe 
0«in8lal«^aUlo«,US;  fwolntlon  adapted,  m 
Mdtaiu,  BtmMal  IAa— In  the  Bonae,  4  Ult  to  prorlda 
fliirthoi«iBOTBlo(;west  of  tbeUiaaiMippl,94;  it  pro- 
.poeee  onix  an  approprlatioa  to  earry  into  eifeet  exlating 
«ontraeta  and  treatlea,94;  amendment  dtaenaaed,  94; 
Toto  of  the  delepltoo  from  Geoifia  on  the  blU  of  IStt^ 
and  on  the  piosoBt  ona,  9A ;  expkaatlon,  96;  prerioua 
queatlon  mored  and  loa^  94;  what  ma  the  eondltta 
the  India*  Inngmd  t»  Ua  right  ta  land  and  aoil  npim 
tUaaontlnantMtffia  and  attkettmeer  tha  afrinlof 
thavUtoBMBt  96;  had  they  aoeh  a  right  aato  ezelada 
oUierB  Awn  aaaking  a  nating-plaea  from  peneeutfaHi 
and  want,  and  naUag  tt  the  land  of  dTlIlattlon  and 
Cliriatianityf  96;  an  i^roprlatloa of  aoil  nnknownto 
fltam,  99;  Iha^naationaettledfiir  UbH;  Tlewiof  Tat- 
1*1,97;  flaatnuta  batmen  thsHttlaa  and  Indlaa^97; 
Om  ladlaa  aarer  ma  teaaat  the  ioU  U  aB7  aeaaa,  98 ; 
tiu  natnal  tlifht  to  n  Aan  «f  tto  tfob^  98 ;  what  WM  the 
poUtleal  wndWoBflr  the  ladlMM  la  ngvd  to  KaiJaad. 
after  ttacoloa7  was  eolonliedf  98;  righta  of  the  Btatea 
after  the  doae  at  the  Bevolntlon,  99;  their  Jnrtidktion, 
tt9;  aatsM  and  extent  of  the  Jnriidletlon  ^med  by  the 
Eaatera  Statea  over  the  Indiana  in  their  llmlti^  100; 
MMaaehnaetta'  Jariadtetion,  190;  ConnectlcDt  Jnrfadlo- 
tloB,  109;  BOTeralga^  orer  the  Indiana  daimed  by  Hew 
York,  101;  tUa  claim  of  JnriidletloB  otdtaettrdy  adrnU- 
tod  by  tta  Btatea,  101;  proaft,101;  froaada  iqwa  wUdi 
UtedaBlad,109;  thaMBBmptloBiiiada  lab^lfartha 
VobXIL— M 


Cherokeea,  108;  ri^t  of  the  Ohendceea  to  eataUiah  aa 
independent  goTeniment,  108;  tt  is  aaid  that  In  thoaa 
treatiea  the  tribea  are  called  ^•*'wr'\  lOi ;  other  Biga> 
menta  agalaat  the  indepaadaaoa  U  Indiana,  lOd;  right 
of  the  United  Btatea  to  manage  aU  aOUn  with  the  la- 
diaaa.  104;  bill  «darad  to  the  tUid  teadlag,  W 

AtHmu,  CAarafeM.-Aae  IwUa,  toL  la   Al  OkMmtam 
and  C^ocXovi-Sm  fndta,  toL  9.  Do^  jgmiffraUon  qf. 
— Sm  JRutea:^  toL  la   l>o^jnorida.-~St4 Indmt,v^tL1t,, 
Zh,,  Qiiapaw.~SM  IndM,  toL  9.         fiemoaaj  <ifr~ 
Sm  IndtK,  YQllO.  i>A,iSM(aerfk— jSM/iidea^voLUb 

JndiM  War,  VottiaUert. -la  the  Saaato.s  bUl  amende^ 
anthoilxlng  the  Preaident  to  reeotTa,  &«.,  488;  aaHOd- 
nmt  to  Hk  tha  nnmbar  at  flre  bandied  tat  aaa  yan^ 
488 ;  lUa  anmbar  amply  anfflelen^  489 ;  oaoaa  af  tha 
anxiety  on  tiU  •iib)eot,  480;  mo<mt<ftdSangera  the  beat 
daacription  of  tra^  489;  wlU  Onapnan  vote  oa  tha 
meana  defeoee  or  aotf  490;  ezteat  of  tha  ladta 
conntry,  490;  prooeodinga  againat  the  ladiaai,  4M; 
amendmanta  mored,  491;  carried,  49SL 

laainaoLL,  Balfb  L,  on  the  memorial  of  Jadga  Peek,  SB; 
on  the  TarkJah  lalaaloa,  889  j  BepreaenUtlre  ftma  Oon- 

.  naetientiSea;  oatha  tarlfl;  SIS;  on  the  BMia«lalof 
Britlahanl4aeti^849.  Aa  Adae^  roll.  S, Ift 

Aadeeaf  .Mfam-In  the  Baaate,  the  tdU  Ibr  tfta  raUaf  or 
oonaldafed.SW;  ebfeet  <tf  tha  Mil,  l» ;  diattviUbia 
between  mere  debt  and  ofilalal  delinqneaoy,  909;  pro- 
poaea  a  pobUe  and  opca  prooeeding  to  asoertain  tha  beta 
In  eaeh  eaae,  iflO;  altogetlier  relni^eetiTe  in  Ita  opera- 
tloii,960;  ordered  to  third  reading,  90a 

In  the  Hoaae,the  bUl  fi»  tha  relief  of  eonatdared, 
S88;  the UU eostalM  oalyaata^  ^teel^lM:  the 
XzaentlTe  poaaaaaaa  no  power  at  praiint  to  ooapnaalaa 
with  Ita  dabtora and aeoopt  apart,  889;  tUaUIIeaghtU 
paaa,  even  tfonr  policy  waapBielyadflall, fill  fflaaira* 
tion,  8SS;  wUl  reatore  many  rlHwnii  tn noefttliMiai. ItlW ; 
the  bill  la  entirely  retroipeeUTa  in  ita  natnre,  88T;  Ita 
paaaagedaetotbepahUe  debton  enbiaead  lalla  pro- 
Tldoaa,  ofaJectloaB  eoa^daied.8W;  ofdarad  tea  thbd 
ieadii«,S8a. 

In  the  Bonaa,  a  UU  graatlng  rdlef  to,  eoMMaw6 
901;  olijeetof  thabUl,Ml;loeaRyoatapaaTlawaet, 
901;  aiaaetlUMatethaaaMeeltfBBBeMaaaefcnaai^ 
908;  goaamBdi9KaarthinthepfaYloaaUl^«0t;aon- 
aideratioB  poatpi»ad,  iOL 
fiiUroomrM,  Oomm4nlatt  Jh^Ibnlgm;  Jfo^  Jtah— A* 

/adea^  T«d.  4, 
Atoreaf  dae  to  oeriatm  SUiU».—Bm  IhOm,  toI.  la 
InUmal  Imprcw«m»HU.—lM  the  Eonee,  a  reeolntlon  nla- 
ttretothe  brthar  prgaaeattan  c<;eaMaaed,SUL  Sh 
/iid«a^T(i)a.T,6,«,ia 

IairaLL,JAMM, oatha pajBiente(«ltaaaei^U&  8mA- 

dea^T(d.ia 

larar,  Wiuux  BepraaantatlTefhn  Ohlo,M9;  oatha 
Bt)llkkiaadHewOrieaaaToad,9;  on  aalt  apringa  la  UU- 
ao^SlI.  AaAdea^ToLia 

laAOM,  jAooa  (X,  BepraaaateMTe  toaa  Buauaaaui^  BftX  Aa 
Adat^  nda.  7, 8^  9^  Ui 

J 

Jabtib,  LaoVAaa,  BepreaeatatlTa  fhm  Uatna^  ML 

J^iraoit,  TUcmat,  DeatghUr  iff,— la  the  Beaate,  laaTa  a*ed 
tobr(ngtnabUlrelatlTeta,186;  bUlpiHented  asd  re- 
ferred. 189;  bill  for  the  nlief  of  paaaed  the  Senate.  496. 

Jntna,  Dakibl,  on  coloniriag  ftaa  aegreaa,  848,  C9P;  Bap- 
teaeatatlTe  from  New  UavAlra,B<8;  taWhia  tear- 
reaUag  Honaton,  M4;  ontha  rilk  ealtare,  991 

Jawcn^  Faaaaoaa  Sapraaaatatt*  ft«n  Kaw  Tat^ 
MB;  OD  tha  ooaTaattoo  with  Fiaaea,  7Ul 
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ioanoM,  OAn,  BeprwantatlT*  from  TnamM,  088,  JSu 

Jgontn^  Bioiiabb  tC,  «■  •ttondliig  tiM  trial  of  Judge  Peok, 
IT4;  OB  Snud^ tuOi,  >n ;  B^rOMiitetlTa  from  Een- 
taefcj,  CSS ;  on  Fost-offlee  contract,  609,  BAS.  So*  Indeee, 
Toll.  8,  4,  B,  S,  T,  8, 10. 

JoHmroK,  CHABua  EeprasentatiTe  from  TlrgInlJi,B88; 
dMMM  ot,  TMl 

^OHsami,  Joeua  8.,  Bonator  from  LonlaUiu,  817 ;  oa  tha 
Bmaolt  Buk  mimiii^,  8S0.  Sm  ^tdm,  toIb.  7, 6, 10. 
JiwnMtf     On  rtdtrat  OmmMoikSM  Aitev  toL  7. 
Jhumal  (if  Vi«  Oid  Oo*ffrmt^S6t  Jndta,  toL  6. 

Aitm -A^*'^  Ai'M'W' -Am''<<i  9^ 
AtHofory,  Oontfngmt  JbpwuM  q/;  .itpprojM-faMMt,  MT, 
MB. 

(AuMotory  XitablMmmi. — In  the  Hodm,  a  bin  to  repeal 
the  astb  section  of  tlie  uit  of  1T89  reported,  BOO ;  motion 
IbtlMTeto  preMnta  minority  report,  800;  motion  to 
pMtpone,  800 ;  what  oourae  will  the  bill  take  after  the 
•eoofid  reading  f  801 ;  an  Important  nltlect,  801 ;  ottfeet 
ot  the  poatponement,  801 ;  the  qaeatlon  of  aeeond  read- 
ing cfpen  to  dlwniidoiii-SOl;  how  came  the  bill  to  be 
nported  ?  801 ;  debate  on  the  poetpraiemen^  801 ;  poatt 
poned,  SOS;  minority  report  preeeated,  808;  resolntlon 
reUtlre  to  an  amendment  of  the  conaUtntlon  offered 
and  lost,  808;  blU  nlatlve  to  repealing  the  asth  aeotlon, 
r4eoted,8M;  motlMi  to  print  extra  ot^lea  of  the 
Import  on  npealliig  tha  flBUtaaotlMi,Ao.,  SIT;  nowto 
MBd  o«t  the  nportB  altar  the  qneotlon  waa  aettled,  817 ; 
tiho  report  oMitalna  a  Mr  expoiltlon  of  the  nnoonstita> 
tfoiiaUt]r<i€  the  aeotlon,  817;  the  proportion  to  repeal 
aqolralent  to  a  diaanlBtloB  irf  the  Union,  817;  ai«fleo- 
tton  on  the  committee,  SIT ;  ita  ooHBUtntlOBBll^  often 
mooted,  818. 

Motion  to  print  r^>ort  oonaldered,  834;  queation  of 
ofdn,  894;  rarlaw  of  the  proceedings  on  thla  sat^ect, 
IH:  the  minority  of  the  committee  eontend  that  thU 
■eetlon  oonfftn  on  the  Suproroe  Ooort  powers  not  anthor- 
Ized  or  eontemplated  In  the  oonstltntlon,  835;  othor 
•eetlonaof  tbeaot,  839;  twelfth  section,  8SK;  twentj- 
fifth  aeetlou,  898 ;  the  power  It  eoofbrs  to  To-ezomlne 
and  reTom  the  dedolona  of  the  State  Coorts,  824;  does 
the  oonatitntlon  i^Te  thla  power  f  896;  It  is  notqtccl- 
fled  la  the  consUtnUon,  897 ;  In  the  debates  of  the  BUte 
oonrentloaa  to  latuy  the  eonatitatloa  there  Is  no  refbr- 
a]M»toaikpbw«,nr;  imeadmonts  piopoaad  br  the 
ooBTOBUonof  NawToi1c,8X7;  dlareapeot  shown  to  the 
Judgments  of  State  eoorts,  888;  other  olanses  of  the 
oonatitntlon  examined,  838 ;  opinions  of  Ur.  Marshall, 
898;  a  branch  of  jnitsdiotlon  claimed  which  has  been 
denied  hj  the  authorities  of  Georgia,  899 ;  remarks  oi 
the  report,  8S8 ;  flirther  actios  of  New  York,  BSd ;  power 
of  the  Court  otot  ooatroreisleg  between  States  and 
fi»«lgn  States^  8U;  in  oomparlaon  with  the  Jndloiary 
allAo  other  dvortmoBia  of  the  OoTonmeot  aroweak 
■BdpoiMiIa^lBO;  the  Jndgeatf  tUa  Ooort, 880;  rig^ 
and  mpar  that  both  r^octi be  pQUIahed,8BL  Suln- 
dm  TCtai%8,l^lOb 


Kank,  Euu  K.,  Benator  firom  lUlncrfai  S4T ;  (m  tha  redne- 
tlonof  dutteB,4Sa.  A«  Aulaav  T<da.  8, 9,  Uk 

KATAWAft^  XmrjiBn,  BapiwentBttTO  front  SUn^  6S& 

SBBSAUt  JoeiPB  O.,  BepnaeBtattTO  from  "■uni'hflwtti. 
088.  Set  Indtee,  toL  IOl 

Ehkkom,  Wiu.u]i,BopnMntitlTafrraOUotfi8L  Sttl»- 
dtea,  ToL  10. 

£enp9i»  Ooliv».—Set  Htdta,  voL  9. 

KnxoK,  LoKD,  erhUDoe  on  the  usee  (tf  salt,  168. 

Kbmb,  JOHK  Ifc,B^awnlBtiTafrBmMaryliiBd,B88;  ontlia 


I      datra  of  Vn.  Deeator,  BM;  ob  tt»  caao  at  fSaanil 

I  HDnBton,68IL 
Ket,  U-.,  opoBtng  spaeeh  la  do&noa  of  Hooato^  tSL 
KiHO,  AT>iM,  BepresentatiTe  from  Pennejirula,  SIS. 

Kjxq,  WiLiJUi  B.,  Senator  fh>m  AUTmim,  34T ;  y  tlw  r- 
dnction  of  dntien,  on  referring  the  diatiibattOB  tO, 
456.  ^ /ntte,  vols.  4,  6,  «,  7,  B,  9.  la 

KnrOBTOX,  — ,  evidence  on  the  oses  of  salt,  188. 

Kmogr,  NaBMimi  B^  Senator  from  Bhodo  Island,  9C  &> 

* 

I. 

Lav  ATzm,  OraOhtdt  Uk—8m  InO^  T<dB.  1,  ^  %  & 
Za*«  Supsrtor  Copper  MtTH.—Stt  IntUm,  toU.  »,  T,  8. 
Lamas,  HmmT  O.,  B^presentatlTe  from  asaigla,  688.  fin 

IndM,  ToL  ID. 

tOkfromdteBe&Bta,onuUlerBd,aSB;  betB  of  tbew; 
SaO;  defbctsof  UulawoflaatsearioBiSMiaiBbiliai- 
tended  to  eqnallia-tbe  (QMiBtiaB  of  that  ae^  SB  ;  giMA 
npon  which  that  maanin  WIS  aooofdoiltSU;  utbmhc^ 
831 ;  improridant  outnet^  IB ;  rai|wl  of  tbt  fto- 
tlonera,  893. 

Z4jfMl  TWm  to  XouMotw  ;  do.  Ja>socw<--<Ska  Jiadaa^  TiLZ 
Land*  fittw4n  IauUoxo  and  Rot>erUUntt»  OMmi— Daftito 

oa  the  bill  i«IatiTe  to,  SOB,  8M. 
Lotidtjbr  ISitK>aiioti.—Sf  Jndm,  toL  7. 
Lands,  VMtent.— AaJfotta),  Tola.  1,8, 4,6,  T.AWeXMA, 
LAJisnra,  Obbxit  T.,  Bepreeentatlre  from  Now  YtA,  Sn 
ZuLinxMB,  Coi_  JoHH.— la  the  Beaate,  a  UD  for  fba  nU 

oonaldered,  457 ;  the  case  of  lAnnma,  4BT,        491;  la 

ordered  to  the  third  readli^  4M. 
Lawubb,  Luxa  Eswabd,  oTldenoe  on  th»  tiU  «f 

Peok,  181. 

Lba,  Pbym,  OB  tho  BtAloaBdNowOriMUNBipK;  oa 

the  salt  dnty,  88.  Aa  JMao^  T<fl.  Ifli. 
Ltad  MiMt  <tf  JHasovK— iSM/ndM),  1«l 
Ltad  Hints,  Stterved  8aU  qf.—&6  Indn,  -rob.  I,  ft. 
lAATlTt,  HuvPEBBT  H.,  BepreecntatlTe  ftom  (Htio,  Bl 
Lboomttb,  Jobxfx,  BepresentntlTe  from  KcntaAj,  StS;  <a 

the^portIonmentUll,IW.  Ae /ndaa^  toL  18. 
lAHT,JAU,B«piamtittnfretBnewToA|MeL  flkaA- 

(taa^ToLia 

Lmheb,  Bobbt  p.,  OB  tbo  2bj«TBlo  mad  tm,  HL 
BepmoBtatlTe  from  Eentaoky,  BSB;  on  fin  iiiwaw  il 

of  British  sDbjeots,64L  5m  JMea^  toIbl  T,  1^ 
Lbwis,  Dixoh  IL,  oa  remoTsl  of  the  Indian^  M; 

■entaUTo  from  AU^mma^  C39 ;  on  iHariOBl— t  A  tte 

Bonth,  781. 
Liberia  AgMojf.—See  Jndem,  volt.  8,  % 
Ltbrary  <^  0<mgrtw.~~8te  HtdMi,  toL  L 
LOrary  ^  Mr.  J^fin<M,—3*»  Adaa^  toL  O. 
LlenUiumt-OMaralr-Sit  JndM,  toL  BL 

LbKOatkM,  SkOvUi i^.-~3e» I»d«m,TiM.%  d. 

ZiiHsxu.,  Jnaa  R,  witness  on  the  trial  of  Jndg*  Foek,  ttk. 

Ltw  OaJt  i'fanteMoM.— In  the  Houae,  a  reatdatks  rtStfre 
to  eonsldered,  975;  extract  fhtm  the  report  ml  the 
Secretarr  of  the  NsTy,  S76;  anOiaritT'  nadcr  vhtak 
pnrdhases  of  land  were  made,  376;  the  oxiraiiaeA: 
ahonU  be  eontlnned,  217;  amendment,  STT;  iwaiiliUlsa 
adoptod,  97T;  Mfe,  Srr.  AaJMov^ola-T,  ft. 

LmatwiOir,  Eottabd,  on  tha  Poet-oSee  iDreetigxtlOB.  lae ; 
OQ  the  punishment  of  dneUlng,  IH ;  oa  tha  TnAUh 
oommlsslon,  318 ;  on  the  national  read  In  Ohlo^  Ml;  oa 
the  claim  of  Monroe,  261 ;  on  tbo  Penal  Oodi^  VK.  Stt 
Adeia,  vols.  1,  9, 4,  8,  9, 10. 

loan  £Ul.—Se*  Indeed,  toL  0. 
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LotUHt*  to  Waa&ingt0n.—S»»  Indta,  toL  lOi 

8m  ItUivB,  ftA.  tL    Do.  TerritotT/.—See  Indese,  Ttdg,  8, 

4  2)0.  StaU.—8M  Indeee,  vol.  8. 
ZauinUle  and  PorUand  Oinal.— Btll  pMSOd,  106;  returned 

nnd^ed,  129.  Set  Indta,  vol  10. 
LowBO,  W^LTu,  choHn  Secretary  of  Senato,  851 
LiroAS,  J.  B.  C,  witness  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peek,  1S& 
Ltox,  Chittxxdkn,  Representatlra  from  Ke&tnckr,  688. 

Ae/«wf«ii,ToU.«,10. 
Lton,  Hatibiw,  Oim  ^— >Sm  iMaa^  vol  %  SnaA  if 

FrMUfft,  de. 
Lt<hi,  Uk,  ■tatamant  reipaotlng  "ol^  IBB. 

n 

JTotl  5m  /nd«^  ToL  T. 

Jfaffl«,  .^dntlwfim      jSm  IttdM,  toL  6. 

jro^MW  iJoH^t^  Onto  qf.—Se«  Jndem,  vols.  S,  m 

Jftf^  GSMriii;  Q0Im  ^— ^  JndM,  toL  la 

Mil.iiiiT,  BOLLUi  C,  on  toftographica]  BarrajB,  6 ;  on  tranda 

in  the  coUocUon  of  datles,  44 ;  on  tlia  do^  on  aalt,  S18; 

Sm  Itideai,  toIb.  7,  8,  9, 10. 
Uisaau,  WiLUB  P.,  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  847;  on 

the  redaction  of  dntleo,  887. 
Uakh,  Jobl  K.,  BepresentatlTO  from  PeruuylTanla,  6SS. 
UucT,  WiLLUjf  L.,  Senator  from  New  Tort,  847;  on  tlie 

Mdacttoa  of  dntie^  437;  on  teobarterof  the  United 

StatMBaak,4S5L 
UA»n,  BawrBL  V.,  B^maentttlTO  fh»n  *i«l>«iii«,  68tL 
ILuuoBT,  D'AuTEKm,  Can  of.— St*  Indtm,  toL  9. 
Marin*  Service.— Indeas,  toL  la 
Habshall,  Tnouu  A.,  BepreMntstiTe  from  Eentucky,  S38L 
llABTut,  WiLUAii  D.,  on  topographical  sarreTa,  6;  relatire 

to  Judge  Pock,  80 ;  on  tho  Jndidar;  bill,  801.  &k  /n- 

dex,  ToL  lOi 

Marifiand  Mmnorial  on  the  StaUi^  ITailonat  4ffiiir».-^ 

Uaboit,  Jom  T.,  BepraM&UtlT*  flrom  Tlr^la,  088. 
MasttKAvsetU  Memoriai  on  the  War  <^  ISlt.— ^  TndvBy 
T0L6. 

Miueachtuettt  JBUHa  Oafnu.— Bill  paued,  168.  Su  Jn- 
dcBt,  Tols.  S,  0,  la 

SfAzirxu.,  Lewis,  Bepresentatlre  from  TlrglnU,  688.  B»e 
Index,  Tols.  9,  la 

Mayeville  Soad.—lu  the  Honae,  a  hill  anthoridng  a  >ab< 
MilptlOBtothaitoekoi;  eonaldered,61;  flMtg  oonaoeted 
with  tUa  q^Mthn  to  Oongreaa,  n ;  dealga  uf  the 
load  which  la  to  be  Improred,  83;  moved  to  strike  ont 
the  enacting  elaose,  88 ;  what  are  the  evld  Aoes  of  iti 
natfonalltf  192;  the  aarrer  of  the  road,  62 ;  ease  with 
which  anbacrlptlons  may  be  got  to  any  new  scheme, 
89 ;  a  sahecriptlon  to  stock  stands  on  precisely  the  same 
fbotlng  as  ■  direot  approprUtloD  of  money  for  a  road  or 
«MtaI,S8;  nationaUfy  <tf  the  work,  88 ;  Ita  ol4«ct  frilly 
KTOwad,  88;  tb«  Lonlsrlllo  Oanal,  88;  it  li  asked  why 
KentnokydoeasotniBka  the  road,  88;  Ulnstration,  61 

Nino  or  ten  bllla  of  the  same  ohaiacter  on  onr  calen- 
dar, H;  tatent  of  this  road,  60;  other  bills  which  wUl 
follow  If  this  Is  authorized,  6S ;  Importance  of  this  sub* 
Ject  felt  by  the  State  of  Kentucky,  85 ;  first  application 
ahe  has  erer  made  to  Congress  (br  aid,  69 ;  It  is  no  new 
project,  60 ;  nor  does  It  promise  exoloaire  advantage  to 
Kentacky,66;  It  is  the  great  national  moil  route  fhwi 
tha  Xast  to  Kentn«kj,  and  all  the  States  west  and  north- 
mat,  18;  Importance  of  the  maQ  eatablldunent,  86. 

'What  will  be  the  result  nt  this  lavish  mode  of  q>end- 
iBg  money,  and  what  its  cause  f  67 ;  all  such  approprh^ 
tlona  are  uqjust  and  nncoosUtutional,  and  pregnant  with 
dIaastroDS  oonsequenoes,  67;  ailment  In  fiivorof  tte 
md  ttttarly  ftUadoBS,  67 ;  bill  passed,  87. 


Vetoed  by  the  Present.  106;  reconsideration  post- 
poned, 106;  t«oonddeiod«id  bill  r^eeted,  107.  SetHf 
dew,  joL  la 

HoCaxtt,  JoirATBAH,  BeprweutatlTa  from  Indiana,  889. 

HoCLAin(AiiA]r,Q.  T.C.,  communication  on  the  salt  trade,  186L 

HoCoT,  BoBKKT,  Bepresentatlve  from  PennsylTanla,  SS8. 

MoCoT,  WiixTAX,  BepresentatlTfl  from  Tli^nta,  688;  on 
salt  springs  in  Illinois,  811 ;  on  South  Carolina  claims, 
BiS;  on  removal  of  Washington's  remains,  683;  on  South 
Carolina  claims,  606.  &e  7n<f«a,  vols.  4, 8;  6,  T,  8, 0,  lOi 

MoCuuT,  WmjAn,  on  BeToluUonaiy  eoldlen,  828.  See 
Adea^ToLia 

HoDuim,  Okokoe,  on  topographical  surveys,  4;  on  the 
caltareof  silk,  71;  opensfor  the  prosecution  of  thetrial 
of  Judge  Feck,  124;  on  inlaud  ports  of  entry,  886;  on 
tiie  Turkish  mission,  840;  Bepresentatlve  from  South 
Carolina,  688 ;  on  South  Carolina  claims,  644 ;  on  mlni- 
mnm  duUes,  657;  on  the  removal  of  Washington's  re- 
nudna,680;  on  tho  South  Carolina  claims,  686;  on  ft 
minister  to  Columbia,  60S;  oa  the  oondoctot  tho  Bank, 
606;  on  the  reduction  of  duties,  6H;  on  nihecrihtnt  for 
the  BeglBter  of  Debates,  T88 ;  on  reeharterlng  the  Bank, 
74a  See  TndM,  vols.  T,  8,  8,  ia 

Uolimnx,  BiTFUS,  Bepresentatlve  ftvm  Usine,  988.  See  In- 
dex, vols.  8,  la 

MgKat,  Jamis  J.,BopresenUtiTe  trma  North  Carollna,n8. 

MoExkhok;  T.  H.,  Bepresentatlve  horn  FenmylvaailB,  DBS; 
on  Bonth  Carolina  claims,  544. 

UoLam^  Lodh,  esUmat«  of  ^pro^tlona,  841. 

MnADa's  Claim  under  tAe  Florida  TrMi^.—See  Indm, 
vols.  9,  la 

XedUerranean  Trade.— See  Indeas,  voi  9, 

Memorial  <f  BriUaA  StOiJecU  on  G>lonieatton.—la  the 
House,  a  memorial  asking  for  an  sppropriatlon,  Stc, 
040 ;  referred  to  a  select  committee,  640 ;  reconsideration 
morod,  840;  tho  sntiject  one  of  the  greateet  deUcaoy, 
8(1;  reipectfttl  and  not  Impertinent,  6U;  memorlala 
frequently  reeelTed  from  fore^nera,  641 ;  la  It  proper  to 
Introduce  and  af^tate  this  subject  here  t  641 ;  from  what 
quarter  has  this  come  f  648 ;  tho  sutiject  not  bcfora  the 
House  for  its  action,  649 ;  what  does  the  paper  contain  f 
649;  Ita  general  character  has  been  stated,  643;  why 
then  should  It  be  read!  649;  wby  qi1I<  jitij-  rMjiifLi. 
bllltyto  an  Insolent  Interfbrenfc  iij' Ivtsip^Qn  In  our 
aSUrsr  648;  the  memorial,  618. 

Xembw*  of  Omtrres^  AppiAiOmetilt      ^  InSa^  toL  8. 

Hiaon,  Csasui  r.,on  tiq>ognpll«ilflqynyi,  S;  Zopre- 
aentatlve  from  T^^Ia,  688;  a%  )m<iv4  of  Washing- 
ton's remains,  687,  683 ;  oa  the  Sotltb  OiinHu  c^lmi, 
696 ;  on  the  momorlal  of  BiltlBh  ndjoelt^  MI,  iSu 
deal,  vols.  8,  0,  la 

UuBDim,  opens  the  deftnce  of  Jndgo  T'.  -  t.  iiu. 

Mbbst,  Sakuel,  vltness  on  the  trial  of  Juilfa  Peck,  3ST. 

JfMSO^e.— BrlaUve  to  certain  bills,^^  .at^Spfql  IMAni 
of  Twenty-first  Congress,  IOHl 

thflHonae,  motion  to  refer  S^^mttonrdsUngta 
the  banks  to  a  select  oommitte«,fM  f  Importance  of  th« 
question,  370 ;  reportof  the  CcrniTnSctDC  of  Wajs  and; 
Hcansat  the  last  session,  970;  tlH^lr  rr|ir>rt  coDHnoad  K  - 
tho  last  session,  871 ;  further  dcbsL.  271 ;  ni'>[fiin  [mil, 
878;  on  the  British  colonial  trad^<  -'--^ :  I  '  1iiMv<>  to  (^om^ 
munleaUoncrf  Charies  B.  Li^d,  EtS& ;  bI  flnft  Beisiun  uf 
Twenty-seemidCoBgren,84T;  4nihn  moamlal  «f  tb  V 
Indians,  681  ^ 

mUagtvf  Mmibw^ljk  the  HouMi  *  ttW^^^Ml&n^ 
to,ooiiaIdered,S8S;  ol^ect  to  adopt  stnoe  HMMfi^Mir 
of  computation, 833 ;  motion  to  laj^tli"  rKSMjIatlon  QaAl 
table,  lost,  888 ;  resolution  adopic-!  i>titi'iiilnicni|f 
offered  and  lost,  388;  resolutioD  relating  therata^M 
adopted  by  tho  House,  »4;  UUpWHBd,  EH;  t^fBl 
reUttve  to,  399.  * 
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MiMarv  Boad».—S^  Jitdrne,  Txd.  7. 

MUiUa  Oowtt-Jlfartial.—SM  Indeee,  toIi.  0,  la 

HiUiK,  B.     Braatot  from  South  CaniUni,  UT;  on  Wulu 

logton's  birthday,  887;  on  tba  mlssloa  to  Belgltun,  445; 

oa  WuhiDgtOD's  statne,  45S. 
IbuiSAx,  JoBK  J.,  BepreMntkUve  from  Balftvare,  SBS. 
HiLBOT,  General,  eommnnlcaUon  m  wilt,  IML 
MmL—Sm  IndM,  Tola.  1,  S,  10. 
Mlitmda'a  SKptaiUon.—8e«  Indeas,  toL  4. 
JHmitiippiltietr,  rtM  JTovl^aUM tf:-AM M«a^ toL 9l 

/iid«\  ToL  4,  71»rr<iorlM. 
JfUmmri.—3M  Ind4Bi,  toU.  4, 6,  S,  T.' 
JRMpHiSXdMd  <Xaim<  iii.—SM  Indea,  roL  ID. 
Mi—imH  Zand  Oranta  /or  Roadt  and  CtonoJi,  eonatdered, 

4M. 

liiTOBXLL,  Owtun  a,  BaprenntcUn  from  Uai7land,588; 
deoawaoi;  006,741 

MiTOHnC)  Tbomu  Bii  on  mfujirmf  dntlai,  fiSSt  on  tlw 
South  CarolliiaiiMmoilal,A6S.  SMJndm,-n}^%%Vi. 

Motim—  and  Svtm,  blU  ralaUve  to,  88;  paaaed,  lOT. 

UoxKLi^  BoHXT,  oa  ttM  Bnlblo  and  How  Orlaans  road,  19. 
8u  Iitdta>,  TOl,  10. 

JCosBOi,  Jamh,  CtaUn  In  the  Senate,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  oonsldered.  Ml ;  report  of  the  oommlttee,  361 ; 
Uatorjof  the  aeqnlaltlon  trf  ZxnilaUn^  abowlng  Uon- 
roe^agtiMr,Mi;  tm  FemaftaUe  oInaaataMaa  la  thla 
tnanettDO,  MB;  blU  oidend  to  sttalid  nadl^  IM; 
ooniu  taken  the  dtlioiis  trf  Hew  York,  to  pioeuio 
the  paiaago  of  a  bill,  vlndloatod,  804;  the  memorial  of 
Monroe,  SH;  oUmed  that  the  QoTemme&t  owea  Mm 
tUaaa«4eU;aH;  laitadebtornott994;  notaathor- 
ludtopanlwM«lioiiMlaPana,ltMi;  UlaaafalUwas 
intended  fbr  tho  nw  of  Ooronunea^  Ufi;  so  nuD- 
Birof  bwiUUdorfTed  to  the  United  States  SH;  upon 
lArtpita^  li  thaoUm  to  boaustalnadTSM;  the 
legal  oamipenaatlwt  made  for  the  eerrlce,  MW;  laneha 
pmedent  as  we  an  aaked  <m  this  occasion  to  oontUtute 
oondatent  with  sound  poUcyT  907 ;  upon  what  ground 
la  interest  to  be  allowed  if  70U  pay  this  claim  f  SOT; 
enacting  olanse  Btruok  out  of  the  bill  <a  oommlttee, 
106;  leat  in  the  Houses  606;  amendment!  oSared'totbe 
UDi&Oe;  to  Mifer  to  the  proper  aooonnting  olBcen,  SOS ; 
IkoflUm  presentod  In  1886,808;  prerions  ^plieattoa 
to  tba  v«par  diffaitment  for  Its  allowanoe^  8W ;  report 
of  «ha  caennlttaa  rtTlaat  aesslon.  808 ;  Itlsasldthepe^ 
deelretbesUowasoeof  tUaeUm,810;  Author  remarks, 
810 ;  amendment  mored,  811 ;  fiuther  debate,  Sll ;  car- 
ried, 818;  bUl  paaaed,  814.  .<leoDtMl«(i/;aM/fideR),ToL9. 

JToitroe  DooMmtSm  Indta,  toIs.  8, 9. 

lIoosa,0.amaLt  Senator  from  Alabama,  847;  ontheredoe- 
ttan  ti  dntta^  418;  ontaallon  of  bank  atodtlqrtha 
Btatas,4n. 

IbnsAir,  Wnxux,  0U  OtM  ef.SM  Itid«iB,  voL  10. 
JMfter  4/  OMMNodore  F«rrjf.—SM  Indeai,  toL  7. 
MotmUd  It^imirjf.—ln  the  House,  a  bill  relaUre  to  eon- 

ddered,Tll;  objeettoa  to  the  limit  of  the  number  of 

troops,  711 ;  amendment  moTod,  718 ;  carried,  718.  Set 

Ittdwx,  Tols.  4, 10. 
HuBunno,  Hzaax     oa  the  BnfiUo  and  Hew  Orleaaa 

road,  40 ;  BeprasantaUra  from  PanniTlvania,  088. 
Hmnoask flai»sa  W.,l«ttar«B  ramoni  of  WasUngtaa'a 

Iff 

JTaUonai  Obunoioiy.—Stt  Indtm,  toIs.  S,  IL 
ITatutaUaaUiM  Laut.-^  Indta,  rob.  1, 8, 4, 10. 
HAOitAut,  AaxoLD,  Senator  from  Delaware,  847. 
irovoi  AaUUtoMiri^-)8M /ml«4  Tola.  1,  ^  S,  4  0^  Is  T, «,  IOl 


JToaoI  JMottt-As  AAi^  Ttd.  1. 
JToMl  Auiois  And^-Ae  Atti^  ToL  T. 
SamaSelumL-ai*  Adea^  nL  8;  and  Ada^  toL  »,  JTcmI 
AteUfatoMMlL 

JfaeigaUiM  Late*.— A*  Indea,  toL  4, 

2favy  Peiuion  F»itd.-~hk  the  Hoasa,  a  Un  to  cxtod  tba 

pension  list,  oonddered,  707. 
JITooy  Yards,  leeelntion  of  inqoiiy  relattre  to,  379. 
Jftgrott,  rrte,  in  lAe  JHttriet  qf  QOitmNa^-S—  /sdac, 

vol». 

JfigroM,  Ktditapptng  t^.—Bea  Indtm,  toL  t. 
jrttOral  BelaUom.—8e«  Adem,       6, 4, 6^  C,  7. 
HawKAa,  Dabisi,  Bapreaenbtlro  from  Georgia,  HS. 
ITtw  Mtalco  and  Mtuo^rt,  Inkmd  TVads  asfwaaau  Sm 

IndM,  vol  8. 
ilTeu  OrlMtu,  D^ftnes  qf.—See  IndtK,  toL  & 
Hewtok,  Thomas,  EepreeentatlTe  ftom  Virginia,  QSB.  8m 

India,  Tola.  8,  a,  4, 0, T,  6, 8,  lOi 
JRoirara  A|fkrani.--As  .fi^in^  Ttds.  S;  0. 
HoBu^  Jakm,  deoease  of;  888. 
y<m-B«portcMon  iti  FffrMgn  BoUoaui—Bu  Adaay  nLl 
Kon-Imp<»iaUon.—8tt  Adea^  Tols.  %  4, 
Ntm-InUrccMr»t.—St»  Inttreovrtt. 
IForHuaatvu  Bowtdary.—Su  Indta,  Tola.  B,  ICl 
KoritMBtH  Coa^  BxplwaUon  qf.—St»  Indta,  vda.  T,  S. 
NuGKOloa,  W.  T.,  BepresentatlTe  from  South  CstoHiia,  SI8; 

on  South  Candlna  olalma,  OU.  (Sss  Atfsa^        ^  Ui 

O 

OatU.—S6t  Indta,  toL  I. 

Ocavpging  (Xainuint  Land*. — St»  Indta,  toL  8l 

Qffiot,aotrtain,an Inquiry  retpeeUn;.— £iaAdai^TaL& 

Officert,  Removal  qf.—Set  Indta,  toL  I. 

QHIotrt  <if  th»  Ou»toma.—S»tIndtm,rv3.'L 

Ogtctt,  Phtra^iifi  «f.-~Stt  Htdtm,  toL  8L 

(Mo  Oanai,  Land  Orant  ta^~A*  Indta,  toL  Ift. 

Ohio  JNmt,  Itnprovtmtnt  tf  tkt  KaHaaUon  <j^— In  & 
House,  motion  to  qtpropriate  91S0,O0O  to,  Ac, 
grounds  upon  which  the  amendment  shoald  be  adopted, 
8S4;  its  Improvement  Dotbing  more  than  «a  cxtcaR» 
Of  the  Ohio  and  PennaylTsnla  canals,  884 ;  a  anlj^ct 
great  importonce  to  the  Western  coaBtrr,  SS4;  ito 
OUo  la  the  moat  important  chaanal  of  Inlonearae  ta 
tba  Western  States,  885;  motion  carried,  883l 

OhioBtaU  6o%tr%tntnt.—S— Indta,  rdl  9. 

OnUflOAoa  4^  ITSr.-^  Jwlai^  TOla.  a;  4,  and  JMn^  TiL  ( 
JflHOvriL 

Orleaaa  nrri(or<aii— As  AAm^  VOL  <  TVi  1  >iw  laa, 
P 

PaMtngt  q^Aaprfoo^Mil  aasNtt  ^  Aa  SmUiOI^—SH 

Panama  XiHlfoa.~Stt  India,  TOla.  B,  ft. 

Faisb,  Buicxl,  evidence  on  the  elEect  cf  the  salt  lam^  lA 

Fixstu^  Six  Hxhbt,  extract  from  the  speech  o^  Ifi, 

Fatmi  Qfflct.—Stt  Indtai,  toL  10. 

Pattnt  to  Alitni.—In  Oie  House,  a  bUI  fbr,  808. 

Pattov,  Johv  BeproMntatlTe  fivm  Tlrginla,  SSS:  aa 
the  OOndnct  of  the  bank,  014;  00  Iho  memorial  of  Erft- 
lshsnt{jeeta,649;  on  arrestliig  Hoostoa,  S4fc 

FaifmmU<tflntinalloaMit^-Si«Aata,Tta.9i. 

Pat  of  Mmibm^la  the  Hbou,  a  resolnttoii  eOMMared.  i ; 
object  of  the  mover  aeems  to  be  an  ^ptieatlon  of  »  for- 
feiture of  the  pay  of  members  for  the  puipoee  of  curtaiiine 
the  sesslou,  8 ;  the  elfect  would  be  to  leave  th«  bnslaas 
of  legislation  in  leas  competent  handa,  S ;  average  itagA 
of  lastSTesesdoniiS;  not  the  wish  of  the  people  that 
thrir  repeaaatatlTea  aboaU  laglalato  wttbovt  p^,  s; 
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memben  compelled  to  go  homaaoonaa  pay  wunduoed, 
S ;  oomparlaon  betwoen  Uw  pneent  and  fitrmar  aaaatona, 
8 ;  baste  with  whlcb  bllta  are  hnnied  tluwii^  en  the 
laat  tan  iaji,  1;  proper  mode  to  shorten  malona  Is  to 
takofromtlMflntpMitof  it;4;  tbo  deslm  toflndftnlt 
irlfli  this  Congreaa,  4;  xesolntlai  paaeed,  4. 

A  nsolntlon  relatlTa  to,  oonsldered,  S88,  287 ;  the  rule 
proposed  to  be  adopted,  28T ;  the  role,  28T ;  amendments 
snggeated,  S8T;  raeolntion  agreed  to,  SST;  ftirUter  mo- 
tions, 800 ;  vote  on  the  iwolTition,8n;  psiwd,  W.  S«e 
Aden;  Tola,    I,  la 

pKABOi^  Dom  OB  the  azpensea  of  nvrj  jards,  t79 ; 
BapnsentattTe  from  Shod*  Island,  NS ;  on  the  claim 
of  Hn.  Decatur,  BM;  on  the  oonTentlon  with  Franoe, 
TO»-ni.  8m  Indesa,  yoL  10. 

Pmc,  Jasax.— In  the  Hoose,  metnoilal  of  presented,  H; 
contents,  S4 ;  motion  to  refbr  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ii',  the  Judge  slmplr  asks  to  be  heard  bofbre 
be  la  Impeached,  84;  no  snUbrmltf  of  precedents, 
M ;  Honse  sboald  proceed  with  caution,  94 ;  whf  would 
It  not  ba  ftopvt  to  1^°^*  eommlaslonen  to  take  testl- 
mon7'lnHiasoarlor«bawberarS4i  ezpIanatlMu  In  re- 
lation to  matters  oont^ned  In  the  memorial,  85;  case  of 
ITiwH"Bf^  In  whieb  he  waa  heard  and  testlmonr  pro* 
doced,  before  the  Honse  voted  to  Impeach  blm,  S5;  the 
report  of  the  Committee  In  the  present  case,  25. 

The  praotloe  to  be  punned  In  this  ease,  80 ;  proceed- 
ings  In  other  cases,  M;  the  Honse  bsB  now  an  Important 
datr  to  perform,  M;  the  praetlee,  in  eaaas  of  Impaaoh- 
msat,  la  now  to  ba  ntOed,  98;  tiis  ooom  pntanod  bj 
the  JnUdaiy  Committee,  M;  tUi  la  not  the  ordUuuy 
trial  of  a  orlmUial  before  aeonrtof  law,M;lf  the  Honso 
beara  what  the  Jodge  has  to  oBer  In  his  defsnee,  we  act 
Intelligently,  M;  the  present  proceeding  shonld  be 
etrlctl7  iKparU,  97;  the  membeis  of  the  Honse  are 
not  Judges  to  ti?  or  eondemn  the  accused,  ST;  the 
House  wants  the  bets  only,  and  on  one  side,  XT ;  reso- 
InUoB  oft  red  to  grant  Juig»  Peck  permiBdon  to  make 
axplSMttoni^  S7 ;  aaundmants  oflbted,  ST ;  we  nre  mlf 
to  inquire,  and  If  we  see  eanse,  iflrect  an  tmpeachment, 
fiS ;  views  of  the  Judidary  Committee  relatlre  to  the 
Judge's  conduct,  88;  otjeetlonsnrged  by  the  opponents 
of  the  Impeadunont  oonMderod,  8S ;  the  British  prece- 
dents, 89;  thta  HoDse  not  "the  grand  Inquest"  of  the 
nation,  89;  its  powers,  S9;  the  Jndge  shonld  be  per- 
mittsd  to  state  Ibeti  as  they  geared  In  the  testimony, 
•iid«howbawtbebiw^H^ledtotbem,80;  suppose  the 
Ihots  are  dispnted,  W ;  eaeh  member  nmst  Jndge  ii>r  Um- 
■el^aO;  tbeprepoHttoD  Is  single  and  rimple,  SO;  let  the 
House  have  en  opportunity  to  -hear  the  views  of  the 
Judge,  80;  ottjeet  of  the  resolatU»,  80;  what  Is  the 
proper  mode  tfpTooeedlngfbr  OS  to  adopt  J  81;  ptooeed- 
Ings  In  the  caae  of  Jndge  Ohase,  81 ;  what  does  he  atate 
In  this  memorial?  81;  the  beat  eoone  Is  that  which  tlie 
Boose  bare  hitherto  adopted,  81;  course  of  the  House 
of  Be^esentetlres  of  Fennqrlrattin,  n ;  let  a  sultaMe 
^leeedent  now  be  established  fi>r  ftitnre  ttmee,  83. 

The  ncoased  should  hare  an  o^rtunlty  of  i^Ing  In 
bis  own  behalf  whaterer  he  had  to  say,  88 ;  should  they 
now  aoffu*  the  aoonaed  to  go  beyond  the  testimony  and 
Introdnee  new  ftotsTSS;  shall  the  acenaed  have  now 
•nother  bearing  beside  tiiatbefbre  the  committee  1 89; 
If  Qm  Jndge  bas  so  omdneted  u  to  require  a  eraatl- 
tntlonal  Interposition,  we  ought  not  to  shrink  from  the 
Mtf  Imposed  on  ns,  H;  Uffloolt  to  deflne  tba  word 
ndsdemeanor  as  need  In  the  constitution,  88;  definition 
as  applied  to  this  case,  88 ;  was  the  conduct  of  I«wtea 
Mcb  as  to  Jnstify  the  court  In  treating  It  as  a  contempt? 
88 ;  statement  of  the  Judge,  84 ;  It  Is  lald  that  Us  o^- 
lon,exeeptlnonepartlenI*r,wBaextra-JndlcUI,84;  was 
thm  ■By  thing  Improper  In  pObtlsblag  his  opIiUoB  T  M; 


did  the  Judge  assume  an  authorify  he  did  not  rightfully 
pMSesit84;  was  the  act  of  Lawless  a  contempt  of  the 
eonrtT  85;  was  this  artide  no  more  than  a  bJr  and  hon- 
sst  eransieBtarr  en  the  opinion  pnbllahed  by  the  Jndge  T 
85;  obTleaatendeBeyoftbepaMleetloB,8B;  the  design 
WM  a  oMitampt,  85;  are  we  obliged  to  suppose  the 
Judge  bad  any  other  motire  than  to  uphold  the  honor 
and  purity  oftheoonrtT  SO;  are  the  drenmstanoes  such 
as  to  Infbr  sn  honest  or  a  mattdous  Intent  ?  80 ;  what 
motive  could  the  Jndge  have  to  opprees  this  man  f  ST ; 
the  aeenaed  ought  to  be  treated  with  the  ntmoat  liber- 
ality, ST;  qiplleatisa  Is  now  ntsde  Jbr  the  seensed  to 
have  permlsdon  to  make  a  oommnnkation,  orally  or 
otherwise,  as  be  might  ehoose,  8T, 

Lettn  fhtm  Judge  Peek  nent  to  the  Houss^  41 ;  or* 
dered  to  be  printed  with  the  memorlsl  of  the  aeensers 
43. 

Effoet  of  Jndge  Peck's  communication,  64 ;  what  Is 
the  oftnoe  charKsd  f  50 ;  is  It  sustained  by  the  testl- 
monyf  00;  opinion  of  the  Judldary  Conunlttee,  fiS; 
details  of  the  osu,  85,08;  did  Mr.  Lawless  any  «r  do 
any  thing  colenltted  in  the  sllgbtest  degree  to  eanse 
ol&neef  5T;  statement  of  the  witnesses,  OT;  the  eon- 
dudlng  scene,  68;  the  law  In  regard  to  contempts  of 
court,  68, 6S ;  what  Is  the  qnestion  whMt  Jndge  Feek 
has  attampted  to  raise  tn  his  detaeerBI;  tceolntlea 
reported,  00;  adopted,  OL 

Article  of  Impeschment  eonalden^ Tl ;  managanq^ 
pointed,  71 ;  th^  r^wt,  78. 

IbvedtbnttbeBoaiB  sttond  the  Beaito  dnrlas  tbe 
trial,  105;  raesonB,100;  eonfiwmnbletoussgetlfldjpies- 
enee  of  the  managers  suffldent,  105 ;  praetioe  in  soeh 
cases,  100 ;  resolved  to  attend  this  day,  100. 

THal  9?— Oiganlntlon  of  the  Senate  as  •  eoart  of 
Impeachment,  184 ;  replication  of  tbe  Hoaae  to  Hie  eiH 
swer  and  plea  of  Judge  Peek,  134. 

Case  for  the  pros  ecu tlon  opened,  194;  no  contempt 
oinnmltted  by  X^nrloan,  UB ;  ennmoa  lew  of  Ea^laod 
not  In  Ibree  In  eonrts  of  the  Unttad  Btites,  115;  the 
power  to  punlsb  oonteapts  cannot  legally  or  nrnisTihi 
tionally  be  exercised  so  ss  to  dlsfMnohlse  a  dtliMi,  186 ; 
waa  there  any  thing  In  this  ease  to  Justify  the  exercise 
<^  f  nch  an  extraordinary  power  as  that  assumed  by  the 
Jndge  to  commit  andeuq>end  lawless,  135 ;  the  District 
Conrt  of  Missouri  bsd  no  power  to  punbh  »  eltlien  for 
contempt  fkrtber  thsn  to  protect  tbe  eonrtln  the  aetool 
tdmlnistrstlon  of  Justice,  186;  extant  to  the  doe- 
trine  of  eoBtempt  wu  carried  In  En^lob  sntibots,  1S7 ; 
flte  pubUoatioB  of  ■  "CltiseB"  dieged  to  be  a  Ubel,  end 
punishable aa a oontoiDpt,19T;  tbeooidnctoftheJndge 
lovsentB  the  strongest  Itlostrstlffii  of  Jndltdsl  despotism 
ever  exercised,  127;  the  Jndfte  must  have  been  de- 
rangod,  12T ;  analysis  of  tbe  pubUeatlon,  188;  does  tha 
pubUcaUon  contain  »  iolltary  word  or  syllabla  dlsre- 
^eetfblor  contemptnou  totheooutorUiitJiidgetUS; 
eonld  a  more  hsTTolsw  w  reepeetftal  psbllostloa  heve 
been  nudef  189;  the  English  and  the  American  law, 
189 ;  any  dtlzen  has  a  Ml  and  clear  right  to  Inveatlpte 
the  published  opinion  of  tbe  Judge,  188 ;  whatever  msy 
have  been  the  character  of  the  eontempt,  the  Judge 
has  transcended  the  Umlts  of  authority  In  Inflicting 
upon  him  the  partloolar  punishment  imposed,  188 ;  be 
has  violated  the  Uberty  of  the  press  in  the  moat  den* 
gareus  fbnn,  198;  eror  edltw  In  the  United  Statoe  wm 
noble  to  be  Immured  la  the  walls  of  a  ^Ison  en  tbe 
prindple  asserted  by  Judge  Peek,  180;  If  any  pnbUe 
ftuetlonaiy  ought  to  be  held  responsible  to  the  press.  It 
wss  tbe  Judges,  who  held  their  office  during  good  be 
havlor,180;  If  tiUs  Judge  Is  held  goUUes^  there  oan  be 
no  Judldal  eatnge  not  desrly  Justified  by  this  pre- 
e•den^UOL  . 
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TMmosr  «f  Mk  Lftwl««,181;  poiBts  ■i|bmI,1S1; 
Mtnttre  of  Um  tMttmony,  181, 184, 188 ;  crou-flxaml- 
aatlM,  188,  IM. 

Defbnoe  opaud,  184;  the  durgs,  lU;  ooaseqnNioeB 
of  snaUInliig  the  gIuu^b  the  court,  18d ;  the  tniu- 
motion  which  hkd  prodooed  the  ImpeachmeDt,  13S ;  ftcts 
•ud  erldenoe  by  whloh  the  respondent  will  lusteln  the 
poelUoiu  that  ft  coBtempt  was  committed,  185;  cue  of 
Soulord,  135 ;  oUier  gronnda  «f  ikAnoe,  186 ;  evldenoe, 
US,  187;  defeae*  oontlnBed,  US;  pnesdenta  fixm 
Ikk^  188;  whr  «w  It  aid  a  lalgv  mdorify  of  tlw 
Hwaa  had  voted  thl^  Impeachment !  ISS ;  la  It  proper 
bafor*  a  petit  J11T7  to  appeal  to  the  proceedloge  of  the 
grand  Jnrj  T  188 ;  was  the  re^adent  to  be  InTolved  in 
aU  the  turpitadeof  the  wicked  Judges  of  England  f  180; 
the  respondent  has  been  represented  as  an  encmr  to  the 
freedom  of  tho  proas,  IW ;  what  Is  the  liberty  of  the 
press  ?  188  i  the  rlg^it  to  question  opinion^  140 ;  la  not 
the  dootrioe  ba  laid  down  on  thellber^ofthapraaa 
wmndf  140;  other  all^atloiis,  140,  141;  argameiitB  In 
mpport  of  the  tmpeactameat,  148 ;  rote  of  the  Senate, 
US;  aoqnlttal,  148. 

Beport  of  managers,  STi;  repUeaUos,  ST8;  resolntlon, 
ST4;  in  what  order  shonld  the  Hoose  attend  the  trial? 
tT4 ;  course  pursned  by  the  maaiwerB,  S74. 

Besolntlon  relattn  to  the  attendaaee  <rf  tha  Home  on 
the  trial,  STT;  debate  on  attending  as  •Oonunittaa  of 
tha  Whole,  in-S8L 

BeaolaUooa  on  attending  tho  trial,  considered,  898; 
House  attend  the  trial  In  Oommlttae  of  tbt  Whole,  S», 
800,808-804;  aoqaltUrtipartAd  to  tbo  Houae,8IA  Stt 
IndM,  ToL  10. 

PmoI  Oodt  of      V-nii»dL  8UiUa.—8M  I<adim,  toL  8. 

VwKOLKtov,  Boxun*  IL,  BepreaentatlTe  fhnn  New  York, 
688;  on  the  imprlaoned  Indian  mlsalonarles,  088, 

rtmUmtUani  <»  tte  DitMct  of  (kHumbia.—8*«  Indecs, 
T0la.8,f. 

Paimai/lwuUa  Intttrffmii,—8MlndM,  vol  1. 

PMsefois  sat,  BtwiiMonary.—SM  Indtat,  toL  7. 

PmtUm,  Zows.— In  the  Eouae,  a  resolntlon  relatire  te  the 
reTlsIon  considered,  38 ;  provlalon  should  be  made 
toT  numerous  applications  not  included,  8S ;  the  resoln- 
tlon embodies  the  recommendatioa  of  the  Froetdent, 
98;  ft  Inrolvoa  two  imvoattltmi^  one  ntotlng  to  tlie 
•oUlen  of  the  BeTotnOon  and  the  other  to  the  Invalids 
of  the  last  war,  SS ;  these  propoeltlons  considered,  23 ; 
oorrespondenoe  with  the  Seoretarj  of  War  aa  to  the 
number  of  aoldlers,  88 ;  ob]eet  to  show  what  Is  not  at- 
tained rather  than  what  Is,  £8;  ability^  of  the  Treasnry, 
88  i  the  pledge  of  the  Frerident's  name  In  belulf  the 
aoldler^S8L  iSse /fKIe(^  toL  10. 

Ptntton*,  iieealwMeiMHv.— In  the  Hoaae,  amendment 
tDOT«dtotheUIl,«l;  UDpanad,  OU. 

Pthttont  to  WmmitA  <^bmt  ^  tka  War  ^  UU.-Ae7»- 
de^ToI.  8. 

PcuT,  CommodereL— iSsa  Indtm,  toL  9. 

Futmaiu,  BMiptUm  nfi—Sat  toL  t,  and /tKlsK,  Tela.  1, 6^ 

Psms,  SmcsB,  on  the  memorial  of  Judge  Peek,  20, 80 ; 
on  attending  the  trial  of  Jndge  Peek,  Iffi;  wltnea*  on 
the  trial  of  Judge  Tech,  186.  ^ /iMfem,  Toh  10. 
iMotf efpUa  iVfira^  OvioM  4r:-n8M  Jhds^ 
Fsosox,  Jon,  Bepresentatlra  from  Few  Toric,  588. 
Pbwv  <■»  tt«  If^'X'  lndU*.—8t«  IndtK,  vols.  7,  & 
Pmaan,  Katkaxixl,  Sepiesentative  from  New  York,  E18& 
Plusaxtok,  BraPBHH,  bill  for  the  relief  o(  considerod,  45S. 
PLtnnun,  Fbxkxlik  B.,  BepresentatlTO  from  Uialidppl, 

589 ;  on  a  pnbllc  Ihst  dny,  75C 
PODTOsmn,  Gxotfln,  on  relief  to  Jeffsrson^  daoghter, 
185;  on  the  punishment  of  dneUloKlW;  on  the  na- 
tional road  In  Ohio,  Ul;  Senator  from  XMMippl,UT; 
«n  tbo  n^netion  of  dntfei^  480i 


Potc,  Jaxm  K.,  on  the  Ua^rllla  toed,  87;  m  wsmI  to 
Oe  pow  of  OeiHgatowB,  806;  BepfeNBtattTO  ftw 

Tennessee,  68S;  on  the  appottltDment  bill,  £6;  on  the 
conduct  of  the  Bank,  617;  outbe  memorial  trf'  firitU 
Bublects,  640;  rektlTe to arteaOsg Houston, 644;  Mtha 
sUk  enltnre,  SSi ;  on  the  couvestlon  wlUi  Franoe,  TW; 
on  enbscriblng  for  the  BegMer  of  Debates,  TM,  188. 
«Sm  Mta,  Tola.  8,  S^lOi 
PonUsKaHrain  Oanal  and  lowUituta  OoB4t4,—S—  I»Am, 
ToLia 

Poor  <tf  Gaorgdaimt,VMoA  fiiTj-iA  the  Honae. i— olnttM 
to  give  thlr^  earda  of  wood.  oSared,  806 ;  n  bad  pre- 
cedent to  a^ropilato  the  pnUio  ftinda  to  much  a  pa- 
pose,  806;  consequencea  of  the  eontlniied  pstsaaga  of 
snch  resolutions,  806 ;  not  competent  tea  tho  Hoosa  tn 
Tote  each  donetlona,  807;  this  House  tbo  LcgWatonaC 
the  District,  80T. 

PorU<^ SntrihlmlaBd^lik  the  HouahabOl  t9artiaiB 
^OTido  for,  8Uj  naoTolpitBBlpleklnTiaTlas  snnta» 
pendttnn,88& 

Portmifal,  Cbfrnneree  wttA.— £m  Indtat,  voL  t. 

Fottaga  <if  lfmotp<^trt.—3M  fiuUa,  voL  & 

PodmtuUr-Gmaral,  Salary  <(/:.— St*  Jndea,  TOls.  B,  % 

Pott  ogiat  Cotttraets.-^la  the  Hoaai^  n  react atloB  «f  In- 
qnli;  olfored,  668;  debate^  668. 

Post  Qfflo«  Dtpartmmtt  InMtUgati<m,—Va.  the  8cnaM,s 
reeduthm  declaring  that  the  Beleet  Commlttm  of  le- 
Teatlgatfara  vera  not  auOnlied  to  onll  bolbra  than  pi^ 
Bona diamlwed fh«n  ofllea  to  ascertain  tho  B— oof  ttste 
removal,  180;  the  testimony  on  no  p<rfnt  has  been  dsasl 
before  the  Committee,  180 ;  the  late  Poetmaeter  6<a- 
eral,  180 ;  the  examination  should  hsve  been  nfcml  ts 
the  Standing  Committee,  180;  tbereaaoalog  toacs— 
the  Poetmaster  General  proves  too  mneh,  181;  fIrattiM 
snoh  an  objection  has  bees  adranood  toiwowinaogwr, 
181 ;  a  part  of  the  power  delcgatad  to  the  CeandBas 
most  be  revoked,  181 ;  does  the  departzsentoownnste 
thaseohaive8T18a;UtoaIlsca4thatthIa  «aoadoa«s 
decided  by  the  Senate  at  the  last  aeedoa,  18S;  "fny 
Boription''  is  itself  proscribed,  1S8;  the  leaolBtlaB  k 
declaratoiy  of  the  limits  of  the  commlssktin  under  whkt 
the  oommlttee  set,  188;  the  verdlet  of  tbo  peapis  n 
said  to  be  another  eause  for  wo^ntAag  inqniiy,  Uf ; 
there  Is  no  departmeut  of  ^  Ooraniinaiit  In  ^Uefc  the 
people  take  so  Uvely  an  Intevaat  aa  the  Post  Offlc%  IM: 
the  eharader  of  the  proceeding  carried  on  agiiost  Ifr. 
Barry,  ISO;  if  a  tenth  part  of  the  matter  urged  ««t 
true.  It  might  come  before  the  Senate  for  trial,  19C;  &t 
whole  proceeding  shonld  be  expunged,  186;  new  pa^ 
tionsassilmedaadaewinslnnatton8uttered,lS7;  peecry 
sever  before  brought  In  aid  of  an  examinatloa  Inta  say 
of  our  fiscal  concern^  187;  how  had  we  got  InToIvadlB 
thlswUeanddenUoirdebatellSf;  tbameilti  cfte 
resolntion,  187;  the  ingenni^  in  getting  vp  a*  natef 
this  extraordinary  debate,  187. 

What  is  the  power  claimed  by  the  Ch^txoaa  of  thk 
Committee  T  IBS ;  a  right  in  the  Senate  to  call  oo  tbs 
President  for  bis  reasons  for  such  removnb  from  olBea 
as  the  Senate  might  deem  Improper,  ISS;  vrhatptMCical 
goodwill  result  fh>m  the  inqniiyf  1S8;  ocoaomlttM 
the  Senate  are  to  be  employed  In  finding  mt frills 
for  ttie  impeadunaat  of  an.ottear,  188;  tho  iiios).» 
auut  bo  ooDStltatlonally  made  »d  legallj  ptored,  1S8: 
resolution  amended,  180;  adopted,  198;  rqwtt  afeaoa- 
mittee,  SM;  printing  ordered,  364;  loeinorial  of  Ab»- 
ham  Bradloy,  364;  voluminous  chaneter  of  the  report, 
26S;  unlawful  allowanoea  made,  S65;  '"-w^tpwttim  of 
the  books  of  the  depsrtment,  366 ;  the  facta  botw«cn 
Barry  and  Bradley,  866;  who  was  reqwadblo?  HC; 
erasures  of  names,  267;  printing  anapended,  SSL 

In  the  Benate,  n  motion  to  aboUih  tte  piitapi  en 
new^apeia  oObred,  466*  mnaik^lM;  motion  iM^dML 
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Alt  (^M  Fatnnafft.—Si4  IMttm,  toL  & 
Pott  Qfflo».~8e«  I%d«K,  ToL  L 

Poma,  BonuT,  on  uMudmoat  to  tba  nlM,  KM;  ofllua  a 
nMta|l0B«tlMiBaMk,1&  tfMJM«^Td.ia 

Porn,  Datiih  A.,  BtpmantittTe  Aon  VmaaytvaiM,  BN. 

iWtf  4^  l*a  JPmtdMt  to  Originate  MUttont.—JSM  Mdta, 
ToL  11,  Tiu-tiA  JflMiM. 

FOTin,  Gbhsok,  «&  the  MkjrsTlUe  road,  CT,  Ae  ZndMs 

TOLlft 

^«-Miptfra  ii<irAte.— In  tlu  Hoom,  &  bin  to  gntt^  Ac, 
oonddend,  788;  tool>t«  toqaeBti<atliapolk|jr,T88;  de- 
talk,  Ttt;  aaljMt  poatprasd,  TK  Sm  IndM,  ToU. 
T,» 

FtBmn,  flunm,  B«ailor  fromTenBoot^  MT. 
jVawHft  to  MtnUtsr$.—Si6  Ind^  toI  1. 
lYfidMOf,  Taeancif  in.—J3t»  IndM,  rah  1. 
Pr«»id«nU<U  Xl«etion  <i»  a«  Job**,—**  /fid<«,  toL  & 
AwImm  (^iMfNofk— iSm  Inddm,  toIs.  1,  <  5. 
PHviUgf  <^  SenaU  {^toert,  emuldand,  W. 
iVtootMn.— )Sm  IndtK,  Tola,  i,  S. 

iVi>(«««M  i>i(M<M.— 6m  ZtMiMii,  rvi.  1,  and  A<fM^  Tok.  6,  S, 

ANfo  i>4ft««cr&— Ate  JiKte^  r. 

JPuNic  J>o<mm«uU,  Supprevion  iif.—S4»Ihdm^  ToL  7.  ^ 
BeprinitHU  (if.—S4«  Indm,  ToL  la 

MUe  AtpMdKww— In  tbo  B«utte,  •  bffl  to  Mtlwrf» 
tt«  panhaM  of  »  rfto  oiodlOB  of  banwika,  ite^  at 
Hnr  Oileuu,  eonatdered,  Sd9;  provlaloai  of  thfa  bUI 
BCOMaarr,  SW;  It  la  oald  the  exponsM  of  tb«  QoTem- 
nant  lutre  neariy  doabUd  atMs  leSl,  S»;  to  thiaaof 
809;  ftniiatalu,8tl>;  oipoMM  of  1899,880;  axtrtordl- 
mtyttoou  dodncted,  888;  no  Immmo  ahowiifSSl;  do 
thoaipaBoaa  go  in  aamally  toaraaalngt  881;  tbo  oz- 
peiaM  km  ffiraUdLod,  881 ;  ftaither 
miutki^888. 

AMIS  X(Md  MM»(i«oib-J>  tko  Boute,  o  report  In 
regud  to  the  dlatribotlon  of  tbo  proeeoda  <tf  the  aalea  <^ 
448;  IqJnatloeacMitalned  In  the  report,  4M;  proeeodaon 
the  prlndple  of  raaatj,  446 ;  the  revenne  moit  be  kept 
op  If  the  moneftothrown  into  thePatoiiuo,448;  v^erj 
thing  ta^In  the  Weat,  448;  report  and  bUI  laid  oatho 
table,  448;  motion  to  refer  to  Committee  oa  PubUo 
Linda,  40;  debate,  4B8 ;  UO  reftired,4UL 

VhatOTOr  Ii  tme  with  regard  to  anf  one  large  dirblon 
<tf  the  Territory  to  tmo  of  the  whole  of  It,  489;  our 
rl^to  and  dnUea  to  the  Nortb-wett  Terrltorr,  4flS ;  ob- 
leetlona  fooad  to  the  bill,  000;  doea  the  bill  change  the 
tftUtlonahlp  between  the  new  States  and  the  Federal 
GoreruMntf  fiOO;  erroneooa  partlenUra,  BOO;  other 
ot^eetloM  exaaloed,  001;  report  of  the  Borlewlag 
OnMiinittaa,B8i;  <Af»  Oompanr,  BOB;  how  flte  landa 
aw  now  hdd,804;  the  landa  mut  ntuln 
fond  wtll  the  lalee  are  eompleted,  OOi. 

tht  ouh  argnment  to  the  only  one  naed;  005;  loea  to 
the  new  Btates,OOD;  tbli bill  called  aaraUm  foraettling 
the  bnalaeas  of  lotenul  ImproYomeat,  500 ;  It  to  a  tariff 
bUI,CO«;  the  bill  adroltlr  drawn,  M7;pnTpoaeB  to  which 
thepruoeeda  max  be  ^^roprlated  bf  the  8totee,C0T; 
the  j\MmaMxj  acbeme  of  the  C^onlutton  Soetotf,  007 ; 
toweaae  <tf  theeidoiod  pt^abtllM,  S07;  aefa^SO?;  a 
protest  qpdnst  tko  appUeatloii  <^t  iho  pnUle  kada  to 
tbto  otject,  608;  motion  toatrike  oat  theworda  "Ibr 
the  dtotribnUon,**  Ac,  500;  oppurtnnify  to  teat  the 
IwlMlpletf  dtotrlbBtlMi,IMW;  rootloa  kwt,  008;  thIou 
ainaadniMto  o&red  and  loet,  CJft 


A  bill  to  approprtote  the  prooeeda  for  ■  limited  time, 
eonBidcred,4H,-  no  qneatioD  of  aneh  vaat  ImportaBeet 
489;  chaUengea  the  ftiUeat  attention  of  Ameriean  atatao- 
men,  W;  wtodom  of  the  present  syatem,  488;  fraodi 
ta  KoBtiu^,  488;  Mooreee  theoe  landa  preasat  aciOart 
pramra  nd  waat  la  other  parti  of  the  naIoii,484; 
▼blonarr  plana  ftr  aqnandariag  the  pobUe  daasalB,  4M; 
thoplaaof  dletrIbntlon,4Mt;  the  ftnd  to  notwatod, 
405;  the  power  of  Gongreaa  to  make  the  dlatrlbotloa, 
485;  the  terms  proposed  Atrthe  dtotribadmi,  488;  111 
eqoi^  In  reapeet  to  the  two  rtonwin  of  Btatea,  4911  8»» 
InitK,  ToL  10; 

i>MUIo  Xontfa.— A«  Adea^  Toto.  1. 9^  8^  8, 7, 10.  Do^F^ 
ateaera       Jise  XnOm,  roL  10.-  Do^  QraOmMMk  tf 

Pduumt,  Bb  TiLLui^  •ztnetftom  tta  apaoeh  vt,  lit, 
ArwMW  fa  flo  JRwy.— Ae  AdM^  toL  18. 
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QmImn^  MMMortal  qT—Am  AdM^  TOk.  1,  it  & 


KaiXroada,  aid  io.Su  trntn^  voL  IQl 

RaUroad  from  BaiUmore  lo  WaMHgttm,—la  Honae, 
bUItoaiithoTize,«onildered,984;  k  great  national  work, 
984;  throe  dbtinct propoeltiona  ombneed  la tho anuia- 
taastollM«d.880;  theao  OMUlderod,  985^  988. 

ILaxoall  nad  Wmam,  eaae  atrSm  Indam,  toL  1. 

IttMBvLem,  Jam  Bopremtattre  fk«m  K«v  'oMfi 
083.  Ae/ndex^ToLia 

Xanaom,  proAiMHon  qfj—JSe*  IntUa:,  toL  S. 

Btal  EttaU  and  BtaeM,  ootooMM  iff.— Be*  Lidtm,  toL  5. 

Baoros,  Waantm,  wltaaaa  on  tko  trial  of  Jndga  PMk, 
184. 

BaiDi  BDvan  Cn,  on  tbe  Ball  iafy,  n ;  Bapneeatitln  ftarn 

HbwTo^888l 
Baott  J<«ir,  BapreaeatattTo  f^om  M— ehnaetta,  BBS;  oa 

tboeoatantfoBwiaPnaee^lliL  iSka  AdM^  viift  1^  T, 

8,9,101 

BnaoHu,  AaaaiiAM^  BeproHBtatlva  from  Noifli  OnolfaM, 

Bsa 

Stporl  oa  printing  of  oration,  showing  Jeflbraon'a  ofdidona 
on  proteetion,  debate  on,  981;  on  dutiea  on  teaa,8M; 
on  the  oelebnttSon  of  WaaUagton^  Mrthdaj,  881 

I^rmiitatlon,  ratto  In  the  Seaatet  amaadmaut  to 
tbo  apporHmiment  bill  eonaldered,  418;  objeet  to 
proximate  more  nearlj  to  an  eqnltatrib  representation, 
hj  giving  to  eaeh  State  having  a  fraction  oEoeedlng  a 
moiotr  an  additional  member,  412;  no  blU  ever  paaaed 
which  did  not  represent  fhwtloaa,  418 ;  the  several  Mlk 
which  have  paased,  reviewed,  419;  operation  of  the  bin 
With  regard  to  Kew  York  ottfeetloBaMo,  418;  cibet  of 
the  role  aaaamed,418;  tbto  bill  rednoea  tho  repreaen- 
tatlOB  of  aame  of  the  poareat  Btatea,  418;  the  popvkthn 
and  tke  anaiber  (rf  lopreaentaUvea  propoaed,  418 ;  opeiap 
ttoB8oftheprovlaionaofthoblU,414;  can  thto  be  oallod 
a  repreaentadon  ^[»portioned  among  the  aeveral  Btatao 
according  to  ptqniladont  414;  shall  the  direct  repre* 
aenUtlan  Ihetlona  be  stricken  ontf  415;  thto  repre- 
sentation oneonatltaUonal,  415;  the  mle  most  fiplj  to 
the  reapoeUva  nnmbera  <rf  eaeh  State,  4U;  eaeh  State 
araat  bo  icoaived  aa  a  dUJaet  bo4r  to  bo  dktlBatlr 
raooataa.41& 

Great  lq|ustloe  has  been  dmo  to  thoamall  Btatea  In 
wltbboldlDg  from  them  their  proper  share  of  power, 
416;  H  to  tho  dotjr  oi  Congraaa  to  approaeb  as  aeatlr  M 
poiribh  to  tbe  tanat  or  tho  oMitltatloB,  4U ;  tta  ^da 
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BWMlHi  tUi  fk»  mwdiWBt  pr—rti  Ih*  MUM  dUB^ 
aattlMHmitod^nUftbIUori1«a,418;  hovlTaih- 
l^ton  tiwtod  tb«  nd)fMt.<U;  hfiletteorv0to,41T; 
tetiMT  deliBta^  AT ;  npneaiifaitlOB  of  frMtlons  stnek 
ovt,41T;  UU  ordorvd  to  the  ttaltd  iwdtDC«IT;  motion 
-  to  wouMm  th»  Toto  K!)Mtlng  u  uMOdiiwiit,  oarried, 
4M;  blllT«4MiiimlUed,48T. 

Ih  tb«  HooM,  a  bill  nlatiTe  to,  eonslilend,  640;  odo 
n^aMBtatlTO  for  Ae^  (MB;  ineqaall^  artslng 

ftWK  ftMHwu^MS;  Teto  of  Wuhbigton,  616;  iwumws 
Ibv  tt,  M6;  reMtwM  lutliwndng  ttw  eemniittoet  6U; 
■meiidnMiiCa  morMl  «iid  lost^  tUt ;  leu  nuoa  to  eom> 
pUin  of  frHtloni  loft  In  StstM  thu  Is  sappoMd, 
647 ;  ftaotloas  of  Tulaiw  States,  647 ;  tha  ntlo  of 
44,000  will  not  rednoe  tha  nambor  of  members  oT 
.the  HsiiM,  647 ;  the  Ont  Honse  bore  tlie  osine  pro- 
portion to  the  popnlstloD  of  the  oonn^,  64T;  a  nu- 
merous popular  repreaentatlm  the  safHt  deporitorjr  of 
poww,  MS;  eoBrider  -the  great  pavers  Tested  in  flu 
BasoirtlTCMd  Us  patronage,  MB;  it  Is  asked,  what  nle 
should  be  adopted  to  Itmlt  the  nninbers,  648;' a  t«n- 
denor  to  adopt  the  sentlmentB  and  haUta  of  tho  old 
eonntriea  of  Europe,  648 ;  operation  of  the  rnlo  to  in- 
orease  repreaentatloii  In  proportion  to  the  popnlatloo, 
640;  relation  (tf  the  Bwm  to  tha  BxeeotlTe,  648;  ex- 
am^ of  tha  Ocmgreaa  <rf  ^i,  660;  not  a  sat^Jeet  arbi- 
toair  In  Ita  ohaiaatar,  BOO;  48  will  not  depiiTe  anj 
State  of  afl^naciitstlTo  whose  popoIatloB  has  tooreased, 
SBOt  tba  ealr  SMyMeoratlOB  relatlTe  to  tha  dUbrenoe 
between  Hw  two  amounts  Is,  whether  a  repreeontatlon 
shaUbemoie  or  lessanmerouB,SOO;  In  thooaseof  frao- 
ttonathegreataatBtataB  are  tho  least  snArerB,  601;  onljr 
a  qnastlon  of  nnmbon  to  tha  Honw,  6U ;  48  will  do 
more  oqnal  Jostloe  than  any  other  Bomber,  609 ;  the 
foiMTalwetBtfo  Is  to  bi  looked  a^fiU;  iVMattaiof  this 
ntkMi;eeii9ariH«  oTtho  zatto  of  44  aal  48,  668; 
Ustov  flf  ttA  aid  Btatoa  In  sattliBg  this  qneatlon,  698. 

ybmA  to  naaBd  s»  aa  to  flTO  to  tte  sorenl  Stotes 
tba  ssoM  wa%ht  tha^  poasem  at  preeant,  'and  not  that  to 
wUeh  thajr  woald  be  entitled  under  ttie  new  oensns, 
660;  no  tmMendlr  foeUnga  to  tha  West,  667;  what  Is 
the  qnsatlMif  667;  tha  law  will  be  In  force  raw  da^onl^, 
687 ;  maiuier  ot  Its  op«nUio&,  60T ;  by  what  antborit/ 
don  tagUato  «  autieBoe  betwaaa  tka  watght  of  a 
ttato  In  the  cxeoattTa  and  lagUattva  braaclieaf  B<8i 
Ods  ^vparitloB  Is  at  war  wWi  tboTorjr  ibimdatln  priB- 
«lptaa  of'  oar  flvrmmant— popular  iomolgii^,  BBB; 
who  ehooaea  the  Prealdontr  608 ;  axerolse  of  tho  oo- 
ordUato  powan  of  tha  exeoaUva  and  le^dattre  depart- 
ments daaignod  to  oomme&oe  dmoltaneonalr,  600 ;  the 
opentfon  of  this  prindpU  cannot  be  postponed,  &ea. 

MotlM  to  amend  by  simply  striking  out  the  words 
••Mr'al^t,''  «T0;  aa  laqMNrtant  qneitlaB  beftin  tiio 
Ham^  m ;  tUa  mimber  posNmea  aa  nadaa  adnntsga^ 
(fflt  aadiio  Importaaoe  glran  to  the  rap<nt  of  tiie  oom- 
fttiaa,8n;  &MtlonB,671;  non-representattoa  decided 
^  UUt  m ;  varaUon  of  the  bill,  67S;  oaae  of  TennsBBoe^ 
BIS;  flvtherromaA^  &7S;  motion  lost, 6T3 ;  moved  to 
strike  out  and  Insert  "Atr^-Jbar,"  67S;  what  la  the  par- 
pwt  of  tha  Mil  reported  by  tho  coDunitteer  678;  Itlsad- 
ndttod  that  an  Incraaat  of  the  r^reaentotloD  la  required, 
OH;  altfaotto■i^alt;TooBOB■ftra9nmeroaahaaa^674; 
tt  liMld  tha  West  la  r^Mlr  growlDg  npoD  the  <rid  SUtea. 
and  that  the  question  of  fhietlons  shonld  not  be  regarded, 
670 ;  farther  debate,  67S ;  motloQ  oanied,  679 ;  qnastion 
vm  flxlag  the  ratio  at  44,  677 ;  Important  that  the  popu- 
lar branoh  should  ba  Ineieased,  677 ;  tha  present  Inorease 
expedient,  618 ;  motion  lost,  678  ;  44,000  prt^raied,  679 ; 
bardibip  of  the  caae  of  the  States  aggrlared,  660 ;  oom- 
poatttoB  of  the  oommlttee,  880;  operation  of  this  ratio, 
^  HI;oaaUHsa«(aaniaUac8tataa,681iamondmant 


eairiad,6Bl;.ettariWBiiftwarta||M|>aMad»»diaiifcWlt 
motton  to  reewtldar,  688;  debate  oaaanastaaaA^SW; 
bill  oHwod  to  be  engroaMd,  eAA;  paaaed.  080.  Sml»- 

Oem,  yids.  1,%*. 
BtprttmMttta,  quaUJloati<m*  «fj—Sta  .Maa^  ToL  d. 
lUprismvad  of  Sama«i  BenUtois 

SHtffMittoitJi  doM  U  ooNse  a  vaeamey  t—Ste  Mim, 

TOLL 

J!«sol«M(MrebtiTetopendon%88;  rdatin  to  Jwdga  Pad. 
ST ;  oD  tbe  deesaae  of  Alexaader  fl»yth,M; mMm la 
the  trid  of  Jodfe  Pod;  n;  OB  Oo  ealtara  cd  sU.  n : 
on  the  Bank  of  Qie  Uidtod  Btatca,  T8;  vatbmmOtdttf 
»;  ia£haenltora(rfsllk,08;  on  the  daesMS  nC  Bsbrt 
E.  Adams,  US ;  on  the  Post  Offlee  Dqwrtnrat,  1S4 ;  fri- 
ativetothe<lt<d«rs,140;  relatiTe  to  the  PMt  OOoa  b- 
TeatigBtlon,lM-in;  nUtiretDtbe  Indlu  tafb(a,lH: 
on  the  oindnal  Uw  «t  the  Dtotriot,  198;  aa  tka  powwi 
cf  Ooagnaa  to  ooOeet  dnttea  and  ragutoto  iiiamaiiie. 
888;  en  tha  pntrtAntwnt of  dudHng.  9M;  <«tfcedeBMii 
ef  Janes HoU<s SOB;  oa  tha dn^onngw, Sit;  eaOs 
Uto  osk  plantations,  376 ;  letettTo  to  rafle^e  of  m» 
bers,  988 ;  on  tho  pay  of  membois,  MC;  retotlT»  to  ■& 
act  of  rollaf  to  oflloen  and  soldiers  of  tba  Tbslnto  Ika, 
SS7 ;  to  an  excess  of  mill tary  eadeta,  SST;  en  tha  toj 
on  soger,  S87 ;  relatiTe  to  tho  anponrnmnriiy  oSesi 
and  cadets,  299 ;  on  the  lUlitary  Academy,  Sit ;  oa  tht 
mileage  of  mambera,  BOB;  «•  wood  iir  tbe  poor  ^ 
eeotgetpwa,  808;  mjadielaleoatsiiqi^80r;  nladtnts 
dalhnItara,S18;  tiIsHts  tn  Intimsl ImrmTfwiW,  HI; 
on  deeease  of  Senate  SoUe,  888 ;  of  ttaab  to  As 
Bpeaker,  814;  on  the  eultore  of  dlk,ua;  oa  ^fRS- 
rion  of  the  slare  trade,  846;  on  the  ImprjaoanMnt  of 
Amerloan  titlans  in  Brittah  Prorluoes,  »4;  leWlii 
to  the  United  States  Bank,  868, 880;  iwls^  BBO;  »riafin 
to  the  reuoral  of  Vashh^nTi  ramalns,  SB;  raUtn 
to  territorial  Judges,  404 ;  oaUlog  for  tnstrnetloMtovw 
mtadstess  la  Bailand  lehAve  to  the  flolsaMl  ta«^  411; 

n  a  land  gnat  to  LonWaaa,  OS ;  OB  tba  tarifl(  dH 
on  the  decease  of  Jonathan  Hant,4Br;  em  Uie  deaa»« 
of  Charlea  Johnattm,  4« ;  on  the  decsaae  of  6.  £.  Mittk- 
ell,  008;  on  eolonlxlng  fkee negroes,  648 ;  vcdaUre  te ti» 
Sandosky  road,  060 ;  relaUTO  to  wHniiimm  dnlta^SH: 
eo  the  colonlaetion  of  free  blacks,  684;  iiaiiiiiiai 
-Washington's  centennial  bbtbd^Ti  KB;  isMlii  t> 
steam  carriages,  07»;  Titlittrn  tn  TTaibfngtmil  isnwiM. 
681;  on  «  portrait  of  VBaUi«toe,  088;  oa  th»  csadact 
of  Uia  Bank,  896;  to  Hraat  SbbuhI  Hmwlim.  BU;  ea 
the  diaigeat^net  Houston,  860;  on  poet  aaooooatridi, 
082;  on  the  decease  of  Jonathan  Hon^  881;  ca  tbadfr- 
ceaae  of  George  £.Hitch^T44;  rdatlya  to  w dkgcd 
fraud,  701 ;  on  a  pnbUc  Fast  d^,  ViL 

JMraaotownC-iSM  Ittdtm,  toIs.  B^  10. 

AfMMM,  eoBwttoM  qA-^  AdM^  ToL  BL 

ITrrrrirf^rn.  rr'iT'frf  ig*  Tw  ttin  TTninn.  ■  MB  iijjiisiaialsij 
to  the  net  <rf ia«i 88B;  amandmaat  merad  toladate 
Stato  troops,  Tolunteeri,  Ao,,  888 ;  other  siaatotinMHi 
moved,  8S8,  SB4 ;  ordered  to  the  thfad  raedlag,  S84. 

lanot  tho  present  list  la^OBonf^TBSl;  whean«- 
titled  at  present  f  881 ;  BX>tlon  to  recommit  the  bm.  Ac, 
882;  finrner  polloy  of  the  OoTMaaautt  to  co^tae  pea- 
dons  to  those  disabled,  883;  bad  zola  to  aaicaailar  the 
dlststee  of  jBd(mant,ead  MInr  Oa  l^alN  of  Uto  M- 
IngSiSaB;  Bronndstf  oUocttoB  to  fta  p  saalai  ^yetesa. 
«BB;aomathliigahonldbedeneftrthe8tatotiaateaad 
Tolnnteers,  888 ;  most  engaged  In  the  Soeth  weaa  biIS- 
tla,  888;  lariah  your  money  upon  those  eaUtled  to  it, 
and  not  on  nnoonstitotionsl  works  of  Intoaal  imfx-or*- 
ment,  884 ;  bill  paased,  884. 

In  the  Senate,  the  reTolntloBiiT' peaslen  bia  eoaaltevd, 
488;  amendmentamoredtolaidiiasaiqiMiildM,  beat- 
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n«B,  wagoBsn,  Ac;,  488 ;  ir  T«I«i)tMtB«»  entitled -to  the 

-  pmUou  of  the  bill,  bo  maon  wbj  othen  ahonld  be 
■ntaded,  4II(  atmrntmrntt  iMt,  M;  ndwr  ameitd- 
tMBta  moredgM);  ■errleee  of  CliiAe,MO;  Nldltn  of 
tit*  iKdbn  wmri  entitled  to  t^  beaeflta  of  the  Ull,  440 ; 
amendment  to  embnoe  aoldlen  of  the  Indian  wan  pre- 
fUm  to  ITH^  4(1 ;  If  the  Boneto  ebutd<a>a  tho  grosnd 
of  pTOTldIng  tor  tboee  who  easnot  prorlde  for  them-  ' 
Mlrei^  all  aeetloBa  of  the  ooBBtiT'dKnUdehara  alike,  441;  : 
MlldNtMyedbrUitxtnriTOMa,4Ct;  flutber  temarka 
wpontba«slmt«rtbeUll,4«l.  jfitoe  Ade^  toL  14^  and 

A «MlMHMit  MrvMv  Adn^  ToL  ft 

JtttokMonarjf  AvtOf  Lcmda.~SBt  Tttdtte,  toL  & 

Bviss^  Ouun,  oomnnnieatlon  on  Ua  Aiabtan  hones,  833. 

£Mod»  Aland,  aimintint  t^.—6f  Adtu,  roL  1. 

Moael  fivm  J)tirM  to  Oldoaga.  J>o^  fl^o»  Ftntoaota  to 

JBmA  4i»  nrrdeoriM^In  tiw  Hoaaa,  ft  BMMaga  xaladTo  to 

DetidtndCadMgo  toad,  108;  MCe,108L 
BooOm      AoAm  oi>  TirrUorUt,  d^reneo  MMMKr-A* 

Soadt  and  OoMoit,  »vfvoy$jbrj—8M  lhdoB,ftA.1. 

Boad*^  Pott,  rtpair  of,  M  Mimim^»pi.—SM  Indva,  toL  a 
ieou%  JOBK  J.,  Xe^watattn  fhm  lliBlBlay  B6&  Am 

Bftnix^  AaioB,  B«Mtar  from  Kbode  Iiland,8tf ;  «a  Xb* 

ndoetlonof  dntlea,4W;  an  the  relief  of  OoL  I^areni, 

467.        ItLdtfc,  ToU.  8, «,  19. 
fiounoir,  JoHX  M.,  Senator  flna  nUwrtit  VR\  on  th*  »• 

dnetltti  of  dntlaa,  4M. 
Boot,  Subtdb,  BepiwentatlTO  from  H«v  Toik,  BBS;  re- 

dutrtering  the  &aik,UT. 
SvMUi,  BafJiimr,  ob  the  Batfnwd  zoal  In  <Hile^  M; 

Benato?  from  Ohfo^  Sn. 
Biviu^  amomdmomt      In  the  Hoose,  a  reedntion  relaUre 

to,  offBred  and  adopted,  806;  St*  Indta,  toU.  V,  10. 
BuaaxLL,  Viluax,  BepreaentaUre  from  Ohio,  080.  jSm 

/mIm,  Tela.  9, 19. 
Rvfian  n-ta^tn  Me  JTorlAtM^ MufraffeiiNoM  ^.—Sm 

JMm,tA10i 

8 

Oft  A^fMrti; 

iSte»iQH4v««eJ»M<ar-b1h*Haan,«  Mil  Ar  flioialo 

«^  oflhred,810;  ItatAJeot^Sll;  ordered  to  be  eegiwaed, 

SU;  btUpa»ed,SU; 
BandtUkv  Boad,  rttciuHonrOaHotto,  060. 
Bavannak,  ri^<tf^.~Bt6  fadox,  TCd.  t. 
School  Land*.— St  Indm,Vi\.Vk 
8oamon,proUaton^.—8mhiaim,'r^t,i. 
atOBXw,  fariiffn  wtrrttMrt.  flii  JiJa^  TOt  »■ 
Art^gowmiiMMt  Jm  Attfaa^  Tda.  1.  a,  1^  BL 
Am^  JVMsecHiin  jMMfoaHoM  qi^nflte  JMi^  ToL  1 
AdOfon  2m>  (/1TB6,  Mt  Atta^  vela,  4,  ^  B^  and  JSm(«>v 

ToL  8,  iV"*****  MtatuTM  and  S^diMont  JyoMott. 
Omntnoto  War.—Bu  Indm,  toL  0. 
Bunn,  BurxDioT  I^,  on  the  Eat! road  from  Baltimore  to 

WaeUngton,  S84;  B^reaentattTO  from  Uar^lmd,  SS8. 

AaJlMlM^TCLlB; 
atmaU  taanam  at  M  aiMioB  of  aiBtCongiHi,10B;  roto 

-  wOietrlalar  Aid|aPadc,US;  MVonnaatflloBaflf  Id 
■anhn  eftbe  Slat  OoBgrwi,  108;  oosrenaa  lataeMlni 
of  S9d  Congreos,  MT;  a^onraa  at  oloae  of  lat  aeatlon  of 
ttd  CongrsM,  B8T. 

Bmnmt,  AimKWB  h:,  Dalegato  from  Aftaaaaa,  089;  Om 


enxoin,  HoEUio,  Benatoc  from  Tanan^  SOL  JBh  ite* 
Tol&  T.  S,  9,  lOi 

SwETAua,  Wiuuii  B;,  on  tho  Bnftlo  and  Now  Oriaaoa 
road,  90;  SapreaantattTe  from  North  CnflUa,  688. 

Ae  IndM,  vol  10. 
BsaprAxn,  Aoavanon     BepmentatlTe  fr«B  HoitliClBio- 

Una,M8.  3uIndM,yo\$.9,10. 
SlUs,  onttwe  <v:— In  the  Houm,  a  reeolnttoa  ralatiTe  to 

printtng  the  report  on,  oonddered,  98;  Talne  of  tho  ra- 

pwt,9B;  no  pn^nietj  In  printing  It  at  o^anw  of  the 

eoBtii«ant  ftind,  98;  debate^  94;  reaolnUon  paMod,  94; 

ameadment  alao  pawid,  94 ;  reatdnHoa,  SU. 
A  Ull  Ibr  the  enoouagamaBt  o(  081 ;  moradtoatrflM 

out  the  enaeting  danae,  OH;  tat  w^Mag,  091;  ilgbt 

under  the  ocmatltnUon  for  tUi,  Ott ;  batter  la  fbrm » 

national  estabUahmont,  and  give  a  aalaij  to  a  teachei; 

099;  motleu canted,  OSL 
BiuBHB,  NATHAinzL,  Bwatw  from  Kew  Hampehlre,  947; 

onUieapportlonmetAbm,41&  Aa /fMf«%  toL  UK 
SzKCuiB,  8n  JoHH,  oTtdMioa  on  tho  oies  oi  aalt,- 189^ 
SUMng  l'tu»d.-S44 1%dom,  toL  10. 
Buo^  WmuM,  BupwaenUllTe  from  Tonxn^  BBS;  0« 

the  apportionment  Ull,  570; 
jShm  TVwia.—In  tho  ffonte,  rewlntloiu  relsUre  to  the  np- 

pceasion      oonaldored,  840 ;  paaaed,  848L    Bte  IndtK, 

YoL  9,  a,  7,  9. 

3la9«n/  *»  DUtriet  <tf  CWwmMo.— In  the  How,  p«U- 
ttons  reUtlretO)040;  fimnmambmof  tbo  Boalafyof 
Friend^040;  aakfortheaboliUonef  BlarHrjrandof  the 
BlftTO  trade  in  the  dlatilet;  640;  nfemd,  040;  taport^ 
041.  AaAdeabTali.^Ol,ia 

Baotry,  AMontflndUimai—Bo*  ^dtm,  t<A  8;  OrdihuaiM. 

8ai9try,  Jftgiv,  in  ScnttX  AmoHea.SM  Indtm,  toL  8l 

Sa*ory,  RMOtnttona  £tlattMp>,in  2/oto  3latM.—S«4  /»• 
dou,  -nla.  8, 0^  and  J»d4B,  toL  S,  TsrriioHM. 

Slave*  I>4port«d.—8M  Indma,  voU.  ft,  9.  Do^  FuffUtf)*.— 
Sm  JadM,  TofaL  6,6,7.  he  ImptriaHtm  ^f!— Ae  In- 
dom,T<iLiitmAJMm^-nA.9,J>Mt»onBa^orio.  Do., 
ImimuMf  Jbr.—Sto  JHOtm,  toL  8.  Do^lOgroMon  tf. 
-AaJiuIai^nLOi  D^Ftmionoj- 
8,4,(1. 

BUnot,  Ooatt  'IYan^rtaUon<>f.''SotInat»,ydL9. 

Sloop*  nf  War.— Bit  Jtadee,  yvL  7. 

amaa  Ann*d  F<aMfa.— ^AdansvoLS. 

Snm,  JoHH,  Oe  Com  of— St*  Actan,  toL  & 

SiBTH,  Samuil,  Prarident  of  the  Senate,  pfviofN^  108;  on 
aiepqmntarwltnaaBei,188;  on  repealing  the  dn^ 
mi  nl^  1T8;  on  the  Toridah  eonmrtwton,  801;  «n  tha 
dntiaaoalreniW;  daeted  PveaUent  prvfam;  of  tto 
Senate,  981;  Senator  from  Utfjriand,  847;  on  pnbllo 
ei^uidltiirea,  ttfO;  m  the  redaetlmi  ttf  dnHea,880;  on 
the  bnndi  bank  enrren^,  889 ;  on  BoToInttonary  pen- 
Blona,449;  on  extra  eompenutlon  to  Judge  Dotjr,  449; 
on  Wiahlngton'a  atatae,  400;  on  a'pertralt  of  Vaahtng- 
tvn,008.  AMA<la^Tda.^8^4,IH4r,B^9;10i 

Bum,  Bajnjm.      BqnoaentatlTO  from  Feui^^Tanla,  BBS. 

Sicn^  Auzanna,  M  the  pv  ^  menbata,  S  t  daoaaaa  e( 
ML  AaA(CMhT^S,T,S^^10i 

Mkaare  4<  a«  JeM«hiMDM.-:AM  AdNB^  Tela.  S, «. 

BouLX,  Nathav,  Bepraeentatlvefkom  HewToili;  B8SL 

aav»kA'mortoefnakiU*.—8t*Indtm,vo\*.  8, 7. 

StntA  Caroi^  ClowM.— In  the  Houe,  a  Mil  making  ap- 
paopriatlona  fbr,  eonaldered,  043;  amondniMt  made, 
S48 ;  aBowaneo  for  blaakata  nnnaMit  in  auh  eUmai 
Ott;  the  oUm  equitable,  Ott;  If  flio  aUawmee  la  gen- 
aiat  there  la  no  «dJeetlon,B49;  paonllar  dtonmstaneaa 
utderwhiebtUamra^had  been  apptopriated  br  the 
Blat«,048;  fhotaof  theoaBe,644;  amonntof  blankets 
alwaja  dedneted  fh»n  the  loldiera'  par.  Ml ;  exartlou 
toai^r  af  aoldien  made  at  PUtibuiR  whl«^  ahonld 
bannmaentadlf  ttltltmU  aU»w»d,644;  ihall  tha 
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UnlUd  Statsa  nAnd  to  Bonth  OuoUita  the  moner  alie  [ 
utunyadTueedr  6U;  no  lav  to  mqalM  th«  United  | 
BtataBtoftinil8hbUiikate,S64;  BltuttoBor  0«Rriliuat 

Qaestton  on  >Ilo7tiig  k  oertaln  aUowmnee  for  bUnkets, 
MRlAd,  ODS;  motion  to  etzlke  oat  lotaroat,  1106;  allowod 
la  nthor  cum,  665;  ft  new  priIMl^^  to  emnpeiiMte 
StiAM  Jbr  irtut  tkef  h«d  lort  IB  nuUiic  idTHiaM  to  tbo 
niil<Hi,lfH;  l&tnaatunnHb  doflutfao  prindpal, MS; 
Jwtloe  of  tba  dalm  for  the  payment  of  fnteiMt,  CM; 
flirthor  debttte,  090 ;  dlfBonlty  (rf  making  oat  BBoh  an 
Interest  Hoount  ta  the  bill  mnild  roqnlre,  697 ;  amend- 
mont  lost,  SOT.   8t»  Indta,  toL  9: 

StnM  Oarolina  Mvmarial,  on  the  tuU^  091. 

aouA  OartMna  J>roM.~3MM<m,-nl  IOl 

SovTsuis  Isaac,  EepraBentsttTo  ftom  New  Jentf,  688. 

Spoilt,  /MmtMImMv  i>iMt  tDOiL-Iii  tbt  SeiMta,  a 
nB— go  nIitlT6  to,  W;  itftnnd,  W. 

Spain,  BaUJlcation  ef  Vi*  Trtatj  ef  1811.— As  JMso^ 
Trfs.T. 

J^Mofs  Paymtnt*.—8t6  IndM,  ToL  ft, 
j^wofs,  TVotupoHoMon^fo  AUfojInMtf  F^iMlfc— Am 
JMso^  T. 

Bnonnt  ima,  oa  the  do^  on  silt,  fflS ;  Bepreientstire 
ikom  North  Oualbn,S8B;  on  eoIonUas  freo  negroes, 
M;  on  tba  Bonth  CtroUns  memorUl,  6tt;  on  atosm 
flHrtagM,  SIf ;  on  paatKriBeo  Mstnsts,  M9;  on  tnb- 
seriblng  fbr  the  Beglster  of  X>ebates,  T8T,  nS;  on  the 
tariff  bill,  741.         ItuUK,  toL  10. 

BmoEi,  AjnaoH,  on  topogr^Ucal  sarreTSiO;  relatlTe  to 
Jadge  Peek,  80;  on  theoaltoraof  tilk,98;  inpportsthe 
Impeachment,  1ST;  nports on  the  sUfc flag pieeonted  by 
Daponoeao,  STa  <Sm  Jndm,  -rtA.  10. 

Bmo^  Joair     BipmiatattTa  Aom  Ibrjland,  688. 

BnAom,  Pnuo,  Snator  from  lUno,  MT;  on  nneUlmed 
dlTtdwub,  488;  on  TMdBattanttf  the  Indian^  M8.  S*a 
iKdtm,  TOls.  6;  0,  la 

BunnKT,  WnxiAM,  Bepresentatlve  from  Ohio,  888 ;  let- 
ter to  Speaker  of  the  House,  844;  on  the  matter  with 
UoDston,  66T.        Mtm,  vols.  B,  la 

B*Ain»tm,  Jajus.  Bepreaentattve  from  Tonneasee,  688, 
AsAdMi^ToLm 

Batt  BttkMot§.—Be*  Msbv  toL  % 

StaU  Popar*^  Am^Hean,  oommonleallon  ftom  Galea  and 
8«atonrelatlTeto,IAS. 

A  ZlMHfafMrnSss  JiMlsi^  Ttda.  S,  T. 

giaam  Oarrtagtar-ln  the  House,  roeotatlon  relAtlre  to, 
679; 

Bnnmn,  Poiuxdu,  BepreaentatlTe  from  PanaQlnBla, 
688.  ,8M/«(e«a^ToL10. 

fcamaoa,  Asmnw,  Us  ahaenee  as  Speaker,  S88;  lemari:* 
OB  TOto  of  thanks  as  Spesker,  S4S ;  Reproentattra  from 
Tb|tntfL,B83;  chosen  Speaker, 689 ;  address, 689.  Se* 
Atfan,  Tola.  8, »,  lOi 

SnvAST,  Commodore,  letten  on  Commodore  Deoatar,  COO. 

SnwAKT,  AvDnw,  Bepresentstive  from  Pennsylvania, 
OSa  Sm  /ttdez,  vols.  9, 10. 

Stock,  Fiw  MUUimt  J/ok.—Sm  I%a«a,  -jtiL  6. 

Stobbs,  HsnT  E.,  on  the  pay  of  membors,  8;  on  re- 
moVal  of  Oie  Indiana,  H;  on  attending  the  trial  of 
Jodge  Poofc,  105 ;  snpporta  the  Impeaehment  of  Jndge 
Peak,  141^  on  the  TarUsh  mission,  840, 841.  SetlndM, 
Tdti«,T,B,9,ia 

Btobbs,  Wiuuk  L.,  SepresentatlTe  from  Gonnectlcnt, 

OnS.    ;SMJtMtel,TOL  10. 

flnom,  Jajos,  on  the  momorisl  of  Jodge  Peek,  87. 

Atodittiy  tt/  StaU9.—BM  latUo),  toL  L 

B^iK-trt  a*  AUaandria,  BtHtf  Me.— Aa  InOtB,  toL  9. 

At^rers  tn  War.— 8m  Ind«»,  TOL  8. 

SuffO't  JfroM^aek  on  B^/ta4<L—St4  JMilea  m  ImporU, 

wa.iOL 


Avar  CbM—iSM  /•idaa\  toL  18. 

Amdoy  Jfoili.— In  the  Hoose,  a  petition  nlsttn  to,  SIS; 
question  of  rofiirenee  debstod,  STflL  8m  Btdm,  Ttia.  t, 

7,10. 

Otpsmtfinerarv  Qfffcart  and  OadaU,  reeolntfaa  rclatiTe  ti^ 
S9fc 

Sttprmts  Oovrt—SM  Jitdtm,  toL  10, 

StuylM  Stvmim,  r^ort  on,  8881 

AHv«oie  tfsMToIq/'aeJbn^— Aa  Adsa),  ToLlt. 

BirranuiTD,  Joxi.  B.,  on  attending  the  trial  at  /ndge  Fock, 

106;  onsabscifblngfortheBcglsteTof  IMMtee.1S<;  <a 

the  salt  duty,  816;  RepreaestatlTO  &x>m  Penurlwik. 

688;  on  discontent  at  the  Soath,7SL  Am  Jitdsai^  toLI*. 
St ASTwoui^  BAXunL,  letter  on  frands  In  the  eidleetiaa  ef 

datles,  4T. 

Suudtn,  Commercial  IttUrwurM  wM.— iSm  JUaa^foL 
T 

Tbowftapo  JRasfm.— As  Indta,  toL  9. 
Zbosea,  Z>6^^8m  Ittdtm,  vols.  ^  0^  &    Z*o^  ITdr.-fiM 
IndMB,  ToL  & 

Tatlob,  Josh  W.,  on  relbrence  of  the  Preetdant^Baaaapw 
370 ;  Bepresentatlve  from  Nev  Tork,  683 ;  on  a  pntM 
to  aUens,  802.  iSte /m^<■^  vols.  ^  «,  7,  ft,  la 

TAXKwni,  Lrmnoit  W.,  on  the  geiianl  antmrritUmt. 
US;  ontheTnrUBhml8aloB,196;  on  the  Tnilchh  nsB' 
mission,  884;  elected  Pnsldeat  pro  Um.  oT  the  SeuK 
9B1;  declines,  Ml;  Senator  ft«m  Tlrgtnla,  847;  eeiko 
celebration  of  Washington's  UTthday,8ST;  on  the  n- 
dnctloBor  duties,  4S8>484;  on  the  mlaston  toSntO' 
mala,  448;  on  the  mission  to  Belglnm,  4M;  <»fhecx- 
pensesof  the  Ooremment,  468;  on  thefrilef  of  CalsBal 
Letuon^4SB;  onadi^of  han)lliathH>,409k  Sa^Mm, 
tA8,9,»i 

TM9,  nperi  m  datles  on,  801 

7>m»es»ee,  AdmttbM  e^.—Set  Tndtm,  toL  1. 

Tkiutessee,  Land  OUUmt  in.— 8m  IndM,  vol.  18; 

T^nneWM,  BtfuM  Zand*  in,— 8m  Thdem,  voL 

TtrrUortai  Ooe«nunMtt.—8M  Indtx,  roL  4. 

T^rnioriM.-~8M  M4m,  vols.  1,  2,  8, 4,  8. 

Tnoiut,  FBAMOm,  Sepresentatlve  from  HBry3and,8n;  sn 
lemom  of  Washington's  remains,  S8S,  SQL 

Troxis,  PatMcnon,  BapreeentaUre  from  LonUna,  888L 

TBOVPeov,  WiUT,  on  remoral  of  fh»  Indiana^  98;  on  pi^ 
to  absent  ravreAvn,  33T ;  on  tlie  dnty  on  salt,  Sl>  ;  Sep- 
resentatlTe from  G«or)^6SS;  on  remoral  at  WaA- 
iDgton's  remans,  687.  As  AdM);  rolfc  7, 8, 1^  lA. 

Thomson,  Josk,  Be^eaentatlTe  fhnn  GbSo,  B8B.  As  A> 
dM^  voL  10: 

TiPTOB,  Qeneral,commaaIcallOBOnaal^llB;  oa-wlnMaiiai 

against  the  Indiana,  488, 480i 
TWs    i>rwa(ileNt->S*a  ToL  1. 

ToHUKBOV,  GmnoiT,  Benater  ftan  CoBBeetieiil;  Bfll  Sm 

TndeK,  Tola.  8, 7, 6,  ft. 
ToKvmn,  GBBistoraxB,  Bepreaentntire  ftom  Kantatfty, 

ssa 

TopogrOphieal  Atroeys.— In  the  Hoaso  a  btn  mafclm  ^ 
proprlaUona  for,  considered,  4 ;  amendment  UmittBg 
expend! tort)  to  works  heretofore  directed,  4 ;  It  ahoold 
be  applied  as  nsnal,  4;  this  change  inexpedient,  a^}a^ 
and  vnnasonatda,  4;  if  adopted,  erefy  Metober  wIB 
have  his  pecallar  projeet  carried  thnmgh,  4;  abase  to 
which  the  present  mode  lesds,  6 ;  If  the  present  ^stem 
is  eontlnaed.  Its  exercise  shoaldbe  lefttothoBncntlra, 
6;  the  proposition  exceptionable,  6 ;  Honse  shosld  de- 
cide OD  the  propriety  of  now Borreys,  6;  the  amendment 
will  relieve  the  Execative  from  reapensibfll^,  9 ;  act 
aatboridng  these  aacren  nneonstltatlanal,  S ;  On  pow- 
er of  the  goTomment  to  make  them,  ft;  ManHmeM 
loat,& 
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7brp«do  E^trimmt—Su  Indem,  toL  7. 

Tuor,  PKonui      SepicMQtatIn  from  Haw  ToA,  W8 ; 

on  ttw  wtfttiMattnuaA  UU,  OSl ;  oa  tho  (Un  of  Mn. 

I>eMtar,IIK.  Am  Adw^  Tota.  9^  la 

l\r»amm  and  S«diiion  dtJln«d.St*  /wteo,  ToL  1. 
7Vea«w-y.-^SM  Indtea,  toIl  I,  & 
TVeatttry  2Mm.~Sm  Ind«e,  vol  Ci 

O-Mit  Indiaa  Xt^iMeMon. 
litfUif  qfOhmt,  Cbmmiiilon  wwdar.— Indeos,  t«L  & 
Ttvo^r  wfA  lEipaAi,— Am  7iuf«B^  ToL  & 
Treaty  vith  Ortat  Briiain.—S64  IndoB,  toL  L 

TxtzvAKT,  JjLtam,  on  tapognphlcil  BorveTO,  5;  on  nrola- 
tlonwr  penBloDS,  SSI.  See  Indtos,  Tqla.  8, 9, 10. 

Tnoup,  Gboiox  If^  Senttor  from  OeoigU,  S17.  8m  Index, 
ToU  0,  la 

TiFOKKB,STSBUx«,onthe  diifyonBalt,SlS,818;  OBiovola- 
.    tloniiT  poDslOM^  Sn. 

TurkUK  OommU*io».~Fouw  tfUtt  PrtHdemt  to  oHffi- 
naU  Xltfimft— In  tbo  Beaato  tba  tpproptUtica  blU 
eonddsnd,  IW;  notion  to  it^a  oat  cerUn  ^pn^ria- 
ttons  of  laiuy  tor  eonunlaibmen  appointed  by  the  late 
and  present  Presldeat,  108 ;  ottjMt  to  expreaa  dteappioba- 
tlon  of  what  baa  been  done,  and  the  mode  In  which  it 
waa  propoaed  to  remunerate  the  commlaaionen,  196; 
dlffeienoe  between  a  Toluntarf  award  to  tboaa  who  In- 
tondad  and  aeted  bonastiy,  and  yoting  an  appn^trlaUon 
of  aMBa7  BpMt  the  ^dloaUon  of  tbo  BzsentlTa  In  n- 
doBptlM  of  the  ftUh  of  th«  State  pIodg»d  bjr  thoao  wbo 
bad  BO  right  to  lt,lM;  tha  power  exeralaed  b^ 

the  Fnaldent  In  thla  case  U  not  granted,  bst  foibldden 
br  tbe  eoDBtltaUou,  196;  atatement  of  Ikcto,  19T;  did 
tba  President  pooBeas  anj  aatboritj  to  Inatltate  sneb  an 
original  mlaaloii  dnrtog  the  recess,  and  without  the  ad- 
Tiee  and  consent  of  the  BenataT  19T;  the  amendment  to 
give  them  a  aalbiy  ^provM  of  tba  FnaUent^  uQumv 
it7,U8;  chaiaetor  of  tbo  powor  oxortad  bftbo  Pred- 
dent,  Its;  wo  lire  In  stniige  tlinea,  198;  ia  It  aald  we 
ahoold  bare  ao  uneh  oonfide&ee  in  the  dlaeretlon  of  the 
President  as  to  beUeve  he  would  not  abose  this  disore- 
UodT  199;  theExecntlva  has  no  anch  Inherent  or  nnde- 
flned  authority,  199 ;  oonatltntlon  examined,  199 ;  mean- 
ing of  the  term  "  vacanor  in  of&oe,"  200;  the  term  "m^ 
happen,"  800 ;  a  sound  and  obTloos  rale  of  onutmoUon, 
no;  pfOTlslona  Itatha  Hooas  of  BeproaaatatlTO^  900 ; 
proTUona  fin  the  Senate,  901 ;  prorUona  tar  Tsoaaoiea 
in  theee  eaaea,  901 ;  the  power  of  the  Fieddest  fs  the 
same  in  regard  to  all  appointments,  801;  some  aar  three 
different  spedes  of  offices  are  referred  to  In  the  eon- 
sUtnUon,  909 ;  a  single  proTloas  Instance  of  an  at- 
tempt to  fin  such  Tacandes  In  the  leoesa  of  the  Senate, 
SOS ;  the  President  cannot  make  an  origlaal  appoint- 
ment to  any  ofllee,  808 ;  It  la  not  more  the  otdoct  of  the 
«aiitltnlloa  to  oonftr  power  than  It  fa  to  dwck  and  re- 
Btraln  tbo  aafliorl^  whiob  ft  grants,  90S;  ft  case  sug- 
gested, SOS;  «BSwen,90S;protflstagainatthBtargncieiit 
which  In  a  written  contUtutlon  seeks  to  infer  aatbority 
fbr  the  goTcmoiB  fr«m  their  own  practices,  SOS;  the 
precedents,  801 ;  In  the  administration  of  Ur.  Jefferson, 
80i;  In  1814, 904;  In  the  case  of  the  Boath  American 
BepnbUea,9U;  case  of  Panam%9U;  IboprorUons  of 
the  eonsUtntion  and  tho  praolfee  at  tbo  GoTomni«it  In 
itrietaoooidanea,S06;  it  ia  aald  ttiara  m^  bo  donbtoit 
the  eonstmetlon  of  ttw  oonstltDtlon,  805;  bow  is  this 
soi^KMed  doubt  prodnoedT  SOS;  it  is  said  minlstOTi  ware 
pn^weed,  hnt  commlssioneTS  actnall;  sent  In  the  ease  of 
Panama,  £06;  character  of  these  commissioners,  907; 
power  of  the  President  to  appoint  secret  agents,  SOT; 
were  thcae  oommlssionBrs  offlcera  of  the  United  Statea  t 
MS;  U  UmIAI&o  BoiatohaTO  adrlaed the ratUEoation 


of  thetreatrT  909;  it  waa  the  dnfy  of  the  Preeidentat 
the  next  session  of  the  Senate  to  have  nibmlttod  the  ap- 
pointmont  of  those  oomnniisloaers,  900;  ntlonaiid  ooii> 
tradletoiy  modoB  leoorted  to,  finanlar^ag  tho  oxtonttf* 
power,  SIO ;  did  the  ministers  osasa  to  bo  sttcb  the  mo- 
maot  their  woA  was  done  T  910;  tbo  maxim  that  *  the 
Uag  can  do  no  wrong,"  911. 

What  was  the  fear  of  the  gentlemen  T  919 ;  tbs  Praal- 
dent  can  always  qipolnt  secret,  informal,  diplomatle 
agents wlthoat  the  advloe  ofthe  Senate,  919;  nttfle»> 
tlOB  of  the  treatj  doea  not  Impose  an  obUgatton  to  pay 
thaagoit^SIS;  caeaiM  oflsrodto  n^SlS;  la  bo  wUUag 
tosaotfleeUieMbBtanGOtotbofbnnT  918;  pnAialaH 
of  attaehment  to  the  coastltotlon,  914;  the  ebargo 
made,  914 ;  what  are  the  fects  which  have  created  thia 
andden  explosion  T  914 ;  it  ia  said  the  Pteeident  has  no 
power  to  appoint  a  public  minister  daring  the  recess  of 
the  Senate  wbero  none  has  existed  before,  9U;  words 
<a  the  oDnstltntloa,915;  it  la  saUno  Pnaldentbaa  onr 
dared  to  fill  op  an  original  yaconcy  in  an  offlco  after  tbo 
end  the  oeaiion  In  which  the  law  wbldi  croated  the 
ollleo  had  passed,  916;  the  office  of  a  minister  to  a  ft»r- 
eign  power  dorlres  its  aathoritj  from  the  law  of  na- 
tions, SIT;  thla  law  dlstlngolshes  tho  two  classes  (tf 
agents  b^  whom  diplomatic  InterconrM  may  ba  csirled 
on,  SIT;  an  error  lies  in  considering  tbo  mission  to  oaoh 
eouit  a  distinct  office  918 ;  negotiators  for  psaee  are 
invailaltlr  plenipotentiaries^  918 ;  ^oa  of  uooeod^,  SI9 ; 
hnt  the  powers  It  is  said,  m^  bo  abnaod,  US ;  the  coao 
which  has  excited  the  indignation  against  exocnUTo  en- 
croachment, 219 ;  oanses  of  complaint,  990 ;  distinction 
between  a  public  minister  and  a  secret  agent,  990 ;  fenlt 
la  fonnd  with  the  manner  in  which  these  agents  were 
«onaUtatod,SSO;  waa  thoro  ever  an  Important  ssbjeet 
of  oar  CMilldaiitljil  debates  that  was  not  wblapored  aboot 
intaTomof  SU;  It  la  show  the  power  of  tbePrea- 
ident  to  q>polnt  aooret  aganta,  ISl ;  the  praotioo  at  ap- 
polntlngBoerot  ogoato  la  eosYal  with  oar  wtstenoo  aa  n 
nation,  821;  lnBtaucos,221;  by  whom  this  oonstnietion 
was  given  to  tho  constitution,  821 ;  will  It  be  aald  this 
example  does  not  apply  f  SaS ;  treaty  of  Algiers,  22S ; 
practloe  of  Adams  and  Jefferson,  288 ;  case  of  diffloultlee 
under  Uko  treaty  of  Algiers,  828;  practice  of  Monroe^ 
9S4;  pnwUoa  of  Adama,9U;  Isnotttila  uniform  pne- 
tloo  strong  perannriva  <rf  tlie  correetnesa  of  tho  oon- 
Btmction  r  984 ;  an  instance  In  the  year  1S18,  29S. 

Intimated  that  this  la  not  the  proper  place  for  tbo 
dlscnaslon,  836;  a  hoc  and  cry  Is  to  be  raised  at  onr 
heels,  286;  our  dutyls  to  ba  falthfol  to  the  constitution, 
^;  what  was  the  Panama  question  but  the  bone,  and 
flesh,  and  sinew  of  this  f  S8T ;  this  Is  no  secret  agen^, 
bnt  a  secret  embassy  or  mission,  88T ;  action  or  protest 
la  tho  Senate  on  a  flarmer  ease,  99T;  extnot  from  tho 
speech  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  998;  the  caaes  referred 
to  ftuulsh  no  excuse  for  the  Secretary,  8SS ;  It  Is  Raid 
these  persons  were  not  public  ministers,  929;  did  not 
Ur.  Bhind  make  known  bis  true  character  *  229 ;  if  the 
preoedente  were  all  in  point,  the  constitution  would  bo 
unchanged,  980;  it  is  sold  that  It  ia  now  too  late  to  ob- 
ject, 281 ;  why  should  we  be  goaded  into  oppoottlon  to 
the  Adminletiation  by  persoToranee  In  •  eonise  wUA 
m  onnot  qtproToT  981;  this  baa  been  oalloda  men 
qoMtlon  of  power  between  tho  Presklont  and  Senato, 
989 ;  amendment  roored,  989. 

nio  tTBBsaf^on  exatnlned,  882;  the  commissioners 
were  mere  oonfldootlal  agents,  9S2;  the  power  for  this 
i^potntment  &lrly  deduclble  from  the  constitution, 
889 ;  what  has  been  the  osage  of  almost  every  adminis- 
tration fhiiD  the  origin  of  onr  gorommentf  238;  in- 
stances, 288;  tbo  Panama  Mlsrion  and  this  case,  988; 
ease  otoommladMien  to  Indian  tribes,  984;  tho  attend 
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to  dtocriiMlMta  batwMH  tha  Ohlaf  Maglatnts  aodhli 

Tbia  act  nncmutltiitlonslr  S84;  s  naiirpatioii  on  the 
part  ta  tli«  PEMldent,  884 ;  whAtever  I  )iat«  uld  I  hkve 
thoaght,  285 ;  eonne  th«  debate  liaa  taken,  BSC ;  diettno- 
tlon  drawn  between  the  power  to  make  treat] e«  and  the 
power  to  make  appolntmeoti,  SBO;  how  are  treaties  to 
banagotlatadr  S86;  ftweaMaofatreatr  ■wgi>tiatod  bj 
tUf  othar  than  a  dlplanatlo  offloer,  SH;  axWeiMa  oS 
war  glvae  to  the  Precident  power  be  may  not  rlghtfoUjr 
dalm  In  time  (rf  peaee,  S8S;  when  war  axtoto  the  «oa- 
■UtntloB  glvea  to  the  executive  ever^  lawjftal  meaat  to 
•eoomplieh  peace,  284;  an  answer  to  the  preeedentB 
oited,  886,  S8T ;  dlffbrenoe  betweeo  the  hordes  of  Algiers 
and  the  trlbatariea  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  SS7 ;  how 
tbeappropriaUonIa  JtisUfled,S37;  itisaaidthkelaaota 
Mw  mtaslon,  288 ;  oonunlasiMMiB  appointed  by  Kr. 
KoBTMs  ^  1  course  pursnod  in  tha  Home,  MS ;  amend- 
ments propoeed,  3i8;  pnbliottrof  Hmtproe^adlDp  of 
the  Oanate,  Ui;  diuga  fn  tiia  eoeiM  of  tbo  «zeaatiTa 
departDieiit,9M;  theseorot  ftatid,whr  set  KputliU; 
patriotism  should  never  despair  of  the  Eepuhlle,  S49; 
ooom  of  the  opposition  oonalder«d,  S46 ;  eorreetiuas  of 
the  dtsttncUon  between  agents  and  officers  of  the  gor- 
«iitMBt,SiS:  Yl^Blatbeaatborof  Uiaevl],BU;  two 
fit  three  atrlklBg  caset,  MS ;  gfoonds  npoti  which  the 
^tpannt  inconsistency  irf  opIntoD  la  rested,  S47,  US ;  the 
eondnet  of  the  Presidant  strictly  correct,  If  it  could  be 
shown  the  negotiation  ought  to  have  been  kopt  secret, 
SO;  attempt  to  make  tlie  impreaalon  that  there  had 
been  an  InsidiODS  des^  in  the  manner  of  asking  Air  the 
appKqwlatlon,  S49 ;  the  servloes  rendered  by  the  Com- 
nlsaioners  have  been  slightly  ^ken  o(  SSO;  estimate 
ot  the  piabahio  beiwSts  of  a  iMe  oommeroe  Into  the 
Blade  Bea,  ISO;  i«  mminAtn^t  Hta,^  ffhatnnsn 
of  the  VIiiaBos  Oommlttec,  161;  Uttla  thon^  a  conaU< 
tathotal  qoesUon  co«ld  have  been  raised  on  a  qnestion 
to  pay  lia  services,  2S1 ;  the  points  snbmittod  by  the 
senator  from  Tirglula,  961 ;  the  oonstttutlon  gives  the 
same  powers  to  tha  Presidant  In  the  ease  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Judges,  as  It  does  In  that  of  ministers  to  foreign 
aatlons,  SOS ;  it  is  said  the  Prealdent  has  committed  a 
palpable  violation  of  the  otmstitation,  909;  precedents 
set  by  all  previous  Presidents,  168;  motion  to  strike  ont 
wittidrawii,  SH ;  aamdmaats  adi^ted,  9H;  oOiar 
amesdments,  965;  amendments  of  the  House  dissgread 
to,9«l. 

In  the  House,  an  ^tprt^rlation  of  .916,000  for,  SS9 ; 
proviso  to  strike  out,  S89 ;  ezsct  character  of  the  per- 
sons  to  be  compensated  nnknown,  889 ;  these  man  have 
parfbrmad  tn^ortant  serrleas,  888;  If  paU  at  all,  It 
ihoold  be  oat  of  the  aeoret  aarvfoe  Auid,  889 ;  If  any 
pQbUe  ndBtaten  are  to  bs  provided  tbr,  let  the  goren- 
ment  send  to  the  Honso  some  Intematlon,  840;  the 
HonsB  bss  no  tacts  to  go  upon,  840 ;  will  not  carton 
persons,  who  have  porfonaed  services,  be  left  to  take 
tholr  chance  for  payment,  if  this  Is  stricken  out  ?  840 ;  why 
cannot  persons  who  have  been  in  the  service  of  the 
eonntry  be  paid?  840;  why  Is  tfae  elanse  to  be  stricken 
oiitT840;  the eommlttee desired topMentflteqoestion 
In  saeh  s  way  as  to  oonefflate  all,  841;  the  sfikir  has 
happened  through  more  oversight,  without  sny  intent, 
til ;  unless  tba  House  Intends  to  eompensete  them  In 
soma  other  mode  the  qtproprlatloii  on^t  not  to  be 
stricken  out,  841;  the  exerdseof  aconstltntlonal  power, 
so  Ihr  as  any  construction  of  the  constltntion  oonld  de- 
rive fbrue  fitjm  precedent,  841 ;  motton  to  strike  ont 
caTTled,841;  amendment  moved  to  strike  ont  126,000 
and  snbstltote  8S,0OO,  841;  the  $UjO(»  Is  inteudad  to 
provide  the  tribute  given  to  the  Grand  Belgnor,  8*1 ; 
the  treaty  should  be  oommnnlcated  to  the  Bonee  befim 


the  appn9rlatlo&ltglTia,8U;Tle«saftnaesd,8a; 
ol^eottoaa  anawered,  849 ;  tha  coBDby  baa  not  begpl  tr 
bw^t  a  treaty,  843;  reasons  tat  the  cxpoDdltnrc,  HI; 
amendment  lost,  848 ;  other  amendmanH  moved  isi 
adopted,  848 ;  proviso  of  the  Senate  stnek  oat  la  Cta- 
mlttee  <rf  the  Whole,  848. 

Tkoo^ird*  Vot».~8eo  /ndets,  toL  4 

Tnn,  Jomr,on  the  punishment  of  daelUng,lM;  (nOi 
niiUA  ODmmlasiMi,  996;  Senator  lhimTa^MT;«albi 
rednetlon  of  duties,  891 ;  on  the  dwitsrtf  Iks  C  S. 
BaBk,dS8.  As  Adsok Toll. T,  lOL 

V 

TMion,  difobiUon  of.~Bt»  Indta,  ftiL  A. 
VniUd  8taU*  oftd  G*orffia.~S4e  ItuUa,  vol  1 
DntettUd  £alancM.—S4»  IwUee,  voL  6. 

T 

VaaobtaUon  of  Indtant.—la  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  prorUt 
for  eonaldered,  44T ;  a  blU  more  for  the  beneflt  of  Isda 
agenta  than  of  tha  Indians,  44T;  an  expeiiment  cqmUr 
nseleas  and  dangerous,  447 ;  power  Qia  bDl  givM  ts  tbt 
Fresldeut,  44T ;  called  for  by  hmoanlty  and  e^sdlsag', 
44Si  inoldeatal dlsonsshms,  448 ;  amsndnwit^ 418; Ml 
paSBod,  448.-^  Adsa^  vol  T. 

Yaicox,  Jobbfb,  on  the  HUnda  and  llUMpaCsBil,IH: 
Bepresentative  from  OUo^  BBS;  rdattve  lo  anally 
Bamnel  Houston,  844, 

VxKPiJUTOK,  GiruAir  C,  on  the  TnrUsh  mMoo,  ft 
840 ;  on  the  tariff;  618 ;  BepreeentsUve  taaa  Saw  Toit 
S8B. 

VttteU  rtfftat&riiig  and  ei6aring.—8e»  Btdn,  vol  i 
Fioe  and  B4ar  AA»Uivi*.--S4t  Index,  voL  6u 

Vic*  PfMldmt,  poteara  efOtArStt  Indetn,  vol  Sl 
TiKTOM.  B^JnnL     on  the  salt  dnty,  7T;  on  the  ssTlpiia 

of  tha  Ohio,  SS4 ;  B^resenUUve  from  Ohio,  G3&r-^ 

Zndta,  vols.  T,  8,  9,  la 
Virainia  Load  CbOm—TiL  the  EConaa^  a  Mil  r^n  % 

considered,  M& 
VirffiniaLand  WarramU^—SM  JMm,  vol  T. 
Virginia  Maitary£amdt.~Sa»Jham,yiill».*,S. 
P^VMa -VB«<»V  ^SofaiS.— In  tha  House,  a  bm  to  VP*- 

priate,  oonddwed,  705;  qneeUoa ofpreoedsatdliasKl 

706,  706,  70T;  farther  debate,  724. 
VoU^Appr<ib<MM.—Sa«  Indtm,  voL  4. 


WabathamdMlaKUOMuAr-a»»Jhtha,vi.S. 
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Wmwxu,  Dabdl,  BapreasatBtlTe  flmm  New  T«k,  W; 

iMt  a  nohaiter  <tf  the  Bank,  T41 
W.aBB,  BoszKi;  a  wlmeas  on  Oa  tiU  of  Judge  Ptck,  IH 
WatMnffion  OUy,  Oapiur«  c^.-Sf  Indin,  vol  5. 
Wjuhikotof,  Gioxos  Oq  B^resentatlve  from  UsTrliai 
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remains,  400,  S95. 
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oentannUl  blrthAiT'i  ■STmA  to,  S86;  eMnmlttM  mp- 
pointed,  S8T;  oti]«ctlou  to  MTTlngoii  the  eommlttM, 
887;  no  naaou -wbj  Congnu  should  dopartftvm  the 
eastomarr  mode  of  honoring  the  dsj,  888;  Anther  te- 
muki^Stt;  reportof  tlie  Jitfat  Oonudttee,  SM; 
^I«atloiifiwfh«nnulBiitf  WuUngtoti,S9B;  nmuki, 
896;  adoptlaaof  thereeolatlon,8M;  appllettton  Oie 
renulQs,  400;  replj,  400;  resolntios  nUtlre  to,  S7A; 
motloB  to  strike  out  "  OenerkI,"  076. 

IPiuAtfRfrAM  JTommMnt— Am  Indtce,  yoU.  ^  6, 7. 

WAmiNTOii,  Portrait  ^— In  the  House,  m  resolution  reU- 
tlretei,  eonaldsred,  SW;  ftirtber  debate,  691. 

lathe  BoMtetA  lesolatlon  reUttre to,l)08;  eonsld- 
«nd,  MS;  ordend  tt  be  aigniMd,  SOk  Su  J»d«iB, 

muMngtM**  AflMdM— In  the  House,  «  npwt  o(  the 
■ffffWiHtttfi  W*t'  reMlBttoBieletlTetoeneivlfestlonftr 
t&e  remdot  of  'VTsshlngton,  682 ;  fbr  what  poipose  hnt 
thftt  of  Tain  show  vere  these  remains  to  be  removed, 
B82;  nxaalmltr  of  the  vote  at  a  former  period,  5S8; 
violating  the  aauctltf  of  the  giave,  569 ;  for  what  reason 
U  this  proposed?  088;  hla  bones  belong  to  the  8<ril  of 
Ylrglnla,  664;  operation  ai  the  reaolotlon  on  the  feeOngs 
of  Tlrglnln,  «<;  the  UUted  Staten  owe  i  debt  of 
gratitude  patamouDt  to  that  of  Virginia,  684 ;  the  reso- 
Intloii  of  1T99, 980 ;  Is  tbis  violating  the  repose  of  the 
gt&Ter  tSBSi  Washington  died  adtUenof  the  United 
States,  689;  this  propodUon  frequenti^  made,  066 ;  Is 
Ko  reject  due  to  the  rights  of  his  native  SUteT  DS4; 
would  he  assent  to  this  proposition.  If  possible  T  6S6; 
removal  of  tbe  remains  of  Martha  Washington,  687 ; 
Oe  dsrira  at  Tliglnla,  867;  lataipietatloQ  vt  Washing- 
t0B<a  wlH,08T;  reeolatlons  ef  Gongreas  In  17M,  6ST; 
Mrrei^deaee  with  Mrs.  Washington,  OSS ;  what  was 
Uie  eelebratlon  desired  hy  thU  House  1 688 ;  what  the 
leeolutlon  proposes,  689;  ftirther  remarks,  690 ;  resolu- 
tloo  passed,  6901 

Farther  restintlon  relative  to  the  eeremMle^  691 ; 
Inrltatleas  should  be  given  dlreet  aetef  the  House, 
001;  iboaldUelndeJudgcitf  the  Bnprema  Court,  081; 
eu  the  consent  for  removal  be  ebtatnedT  G91;  fbrtber 
TCin«Aa.S91. 

Hn,  Washington's  rem^s,  resoluUon  relative  to  the 
removal  o(  693 ;  remarks,  699;  ooireqiondence,  09^  60S. 

Wa«UMgto%,  SUitu6  <if.—t^  the  Senate,  motion  to  strike  out 
$6,000  to  procure  statue  e^  4S& ;  right  of  the  Honae 
to  make  *  eontraet  without  the  eonseat  of  the  Senate 
deiled,  400;  no  eontiMt  meda^  W;  bo  Intention  on 
tbe  pert  of  the  Kense  to  usurp  ezelusive  Jnrtsdlotlon, 
466 ;  a  resolution  for  e  pedestrian  statue  oi;  eonsldered, 
tt7;  ordered  to  be  engroned,  49T. 

In  ttte  Honae,  a  rea^utten  relative  to^  eonsldered, 
S91;  further  debate,  69T. 

WATifoireK,  JoBx  Bepresentatlre  fimn  Pnnsrlvanla, 
68S;onthe  vportlonaentbIll,87T;  ak the oondnet <tf 
tbe  Bank,  618, 69a 

Watio^  Jim  K,  OB  the  enlttue  of  aUk,  Ti;  ob  the  re- 
Dwnl  tt  the  ladliBS,  M;  oa  reftreneo  it  the  Pred- 
dent^  message,  STO^  STl ;  on  tbe  Turkish  mtsalon,  889, 
S40;  Bepresentatlve  from  Georgia,  088;  on  tbe  condnet 
of  the  Bank,  8S9 ;  en  arresting  Houston,  648 ;  on  re- 
eharterlng  the  Bank,  746.  8m  titdm,  vol  10. 

Wnnn,  JoKX  C  eommnnleetloQ  on  salt,  170. 

WnoTBB,  Daxibl,  on  the  Tn^h  eonunlsslon,  265;  on  lu- 
solvent  dsbtora,  869 ;  on  the  dntlae  on  Iron,  869 ;  8en»- 
torfkom  Hew  At^sUre,  SiT;  en  the  ^veittonment 
Un,d8l;  en  tbe  mission  to  Bel|^nm,41B;  oareebarter 
eraketr.B.  'Bank,408;  on  taxation  of  bank  stock  by  the 
Btatea,4'n;  ou  the  HewTork  Urlff  reeolnUous,  490; 
m  a  portrait  of  Waahlngton,  S09 ;  on  tbe  Bank  veto, 


Wnna,  Joinr  W.,  BepresentaUTe  fkm  Hev  Hampshlrf 

088L  Sm  Iitdtm,  vol  la 
W»^ntArmon/.—8«»  Tnden,  vols.  7,  9, 10, 
VasJem  JZ4e«ri^  Moe^Totfofs  q/'.—iSm  Jiutas,  voL  & 
VM  PoMAMdmn^,  zea^tloa  relattve  t(\  999.  Ae  Jh- 

«aa[^Tela.T,10. 
rest  PcMOadMt^-afMm^'fiM.  6, 10. 
WMtPolmt  nstton^-iSM AMtae,  vola.  9,  la 
WnnLB,  Qunur  H.,  Bepreoaatatlve  from  New  Tork, 

688. 

Wsira,  Gaxpbbu.  p.,  on  foreign  eolna,  880 ;  BepresentatlTe 
from  New  Tork,  68&  iSse  Jfutsoi  toL  10. 

Wkitb,  Smr ABD  D.,relattTe  to  brown  angariSGO;  It^e- 
aentatlve  from  LonlsUat,  689.  AeJhdss^ToLlO. 

Wbr^  Hush  Ml  land  (tetms  In  Florida,  68;  OBtheUve 
oak  plantations,  276;  Senator  from  Tenneaeee,  847 ;  on 
the  reduction  of  duties,  488;  on  Bevolutionai?  pen- 
ahma,  441, 4«;  on  tbe  bulk  veto,  S88.  A«  iMso),  vols. 
8,  9, 10. 

Wrttb,  JofliPH  H.,  Delegate  fimn  FknMa,  689;  oa  tbe 
Florida  boundary,  641 ; «»  pre  emptlw  ztfUa,  W  /be 
Indm,  vols,  a, »,  10. 

IP3UCM,  HMrtetPtMfoM  e*  AAm  rawreglteiMti— JtoJt- 

WnrrruBST,  FaxDHsnnc,  BepreeenUtlTe  from  Kew  York, 

689. 

WmmjSBT,  SaxcrXL  F.,  Sepreeentatlve  from  Ohio,  089 ; 
on  South  Carolina  dalms,  644, 690^  096 ;  on  PoetOfflee 
eOBtneti,«aL 

WiOKumi  CBtMLU  A.,  oa  topogn^bal  somja,  ^  6 ;  en 
tbe  ease  <rf  Judge  Peek,  18T;  onthellveoak  plantatbMH* 
CT7 ;  on  the  navigation  ttf  the  Ohio,  864 ;  BepresentatlTe 
from  Eentaoky,  68S ;  on  Virginia  land  claims,  048 ;  on 
tbe  remoTsl  (tf  Washington's  remalna,  687-601 ;  on  the 
reHef  of  Blsbup  Flaget,689;  oa  the  silk  onUaT^«99; 
on  the  eonTonUm  with  Fraaee,  TlOi  Sm  Ads^  vola. 
7,  8,  9,  lOi 

WidovMand  Orpkcmt,  peiwio*  te.— <Sm  /wim,  voL  C. 
Woiw,  BiOHABD  St.,  BepreeentatlTe  fton  OeorglB,  088;  ea 

minimum  dutles,660;  on  a  minister  to  Cc^Mubla,  001; 

Ml  the  Bevolntlonary  Pension  bill,  641 ;  on  tbe  crarea- 

tlon  with  Pranea,  710.  iSiM  indsie,  toL  10. 
WiLOB,  Bio&AXS  H.,  the  ease  of— Indtm,  ttA,  10, 
WiiJuim,WiLUAii,  Senator  from  Penn^lvanl^  847;  on  the 

leduotion  of  dnUes,  12^  417. 
WiLxzKB,  Baxubl  J.,  BepreeentatlTe  fivn  New  T«k,  088. 
WiLUAU,  Lnwts,  BepreaeatatlTe  from  North  n»wfHM, 

688;  on  the  Sooth  Carolina  eUms,  i9L  MOm, 

ToI&  7, 8;  9,  la 

Wne,  Aimmf  E.,IMag»tefinn]addgBB,08ft  SnMrn, 

vols.  9,  la 

Wht,  Wiluam,  la  defcnoe  of  Judge  Peek,  188. 

Vlbtasss^  poi/m«iU  ^  <n  4inpeaoAm«»f  oaese.— In  the  Sen- 
ate, tbe  bill  maUag  provlsloa  ibr  the  payment  of  wlU 
nessaa  la  tbe  oaae  of  judge  Peck,  188 ;  payment  in  other 
eases,  UB;  propriety  of  the  laaresee,  188L 

nn  reported  for  the  pvment  of;  la  tbe  ease  of  Jndga 
Peck,  806 ;  usage  aa  to  paying  witnesses  on  both  slde^ 
804 ;  ease  of  Judge  Cliase,  804 ;  a  refbsal  would  be  a 
positive  denial  of  Josttoe,  894;  bUl  ordered  to  be  eB> 
grossed,  804;  raaotntlon  lelaUve  toy  SUL  Ass  Mm, 
ToLS. 

WooDBimr,  Lsn^  oa  the  Poet  Oflleo  tareeHgaHan,  186;  oa 
the  punishment  ai  dnelUng,  188;  on  the  TuUk  eom- 
mlirioB,nL  As /M<f«B, vols.  B, 8. 

WoBTHurKon',  J.  T.  H.,  Be^eseatatlTe  Dnmb  Muf Ind,  Oaa 

T 

raseoPwelkMS^aa.— iSse/ads^TdSL  B^B^f. 
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SR*;  on  dutfon  lodlan  blanket^  85T;  on Om tpportlon- 
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•on^  dftdgfater,  4M ;  on  n  day  <rf  hnmllbtttoM,  499 ;  on 
distribution  of  procMda  of  land  nla,  BW;  on  ndnotion 
of  the  tariff  BIB. 
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•ad  How  OrieauB  nwd,  48;  on  tho  rMOlvUon  to*  tbe 


lEDpeMbment  of  Judge  Peek,  61 ;  on  the  nwdntitt 
on  a  Bank,  Ti ;  on  the  nit  dn^,  68 ;  on  the  tuK 
91;  on  veto  of  M^a^  nod,  107;  OBthePwtMcc 
leMdatlon,  193;  oniefbioBeocf  tho  Preddaift  awy, 
8T9;  on  the  dnty  onnigv,tT8;  on  nncafn  «f  Mn- 
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prearion  of  sUre  trade,  MS;  rdaUre  to  nnonl  of 
Washington's  remains,  898, 090  ;  on  the  qiportiaawK 
bl]l,e95;onthed«liaofDMrtDr^lMdra,ai6i  onnMts- 
tion  rolatlTo  to  the  omdaot  «f  Stm  Bvik,  W;  «k  w- 
teotiog  Honrton,  640;  on  Ihs  BoTohittomay  Pniin 
bill,  66] ;  OB  the  eoso  of  Swmiol  Soastoa,  981;  «i  tb 
tarUr  UU,  748;  on  tho  B«ik  bill,  7S8. 
Totnra,  Axthitb,  erldence  os  the  naeo  at  nOt,  IIK 
Tovwe,  EBDTKzn,  RepraMBtaHTS  tnm  CBiwditf,m 
^/iidMiToLlO. 
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Tk»  Air  «•  Bnaihe^  the  Wstvr  ire  Drink;  The  Sdl  v«  Cnltinto,  and  tha  naati  Km 
BrMtd  we  "Ealb,  The  Beef  ire  Cook;  and  the  BeToragei  ire  Liflue.  13te  Sireets  ve  Extnoli  Th 
Li^wm  we  Ferment^  ud  tlie  Nareotiee  we  Lidul^  la.  The  Odon  m  Eqjoy,  Hm  fimU  «■ 
Dislike.   What  we  Breathe  and  Breathe  for,  And  what,  how,  and  why  w*  TSm  Bo^y 

w«  Oheriah,  and  the  dronUtioQ  of  Matter.  A  Beoapitolation. 
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